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Worthy readers, welcome to Mélange international Magazine! For past six 

years, Mélange remain committed to motivate and inspire, to be thoughtful 

and fair-minded, and to offer opinions from across the spectrum. Keeping 

its precedents aligned, this edition presents a wide range of articles and 

commentaries on topics pertaining to technology, human security, economy 

and diplomacy. Editor-in-Chief of the Mélange International Magazine, Ms. 

Amna Munawwar gave an in-depth insight on Open source intelligence 

(OSINT). Other writers also shed light on human security, deep fake news 

challenges. Furthermore the world economic forum and commentary on 

Pakistan’s budget is also included for the worthy readers.  Mélange Inter-

national has tried to do its best bidding to inform our readers about the 

diplomatic deliberations, news, research-based features, and other trending 

affairs. We hope that you will have a pleasant reading experience!
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pen Source Intelligence (OSINT) is 
a type of intelligence that actually 
benefits from that open nature by 
collecting, processing and corre-
lating points of the whole cyber-
space to generate knowledge. The 
term “open source” refers specifi-
cally to information that is availa-

ble for public consumption. If any specialist skills, tools, 
or techniques are required to access a piece of infor-
mation, it can’t reasonably be considered open source. 
The term “white intelligence” or “open source of in-
formation” is being used frequently in recent litera-
ture. The formulation of the term “white intelligence” 
is a Polish concept, and it mostly uses the American 
acronym OSINT, which is literally translated as “open 
source”. Open-source information constitutes the raw 
material for OSINT, and it is not that simple that anyone 
can get OSINT in general public domain.

OSINT, GOVERNMENT AND USAGE OF STATE
Intelligence is an important factor in national and for-
eign policymaking, countering internal and external 
threats against national security and also to the econ-
omy (as economy is a tool to enhance national secu-
rity). Collection of information has become cheaper in 
the recent era of technological advancement. A sat-
ellite image costing dollars is available for free now 
on the internet. This openness in the world occurred 
due to revolutionary advancements in technological 
fields, and this informs us more quickly and adequate-
ly about happenings in other parts of the world. As 
Stewart Brand, a pioneer of online communities, put 
it: “Information wants to be free, because the cost of 
getting it out is getting lower and lower all the time.”
 The basic function of the state is to ensure security for 

O
Amna Munawwar Awan

The author is the President, Center 
of Pakistan and International Re-

lations (COPAIR), Editor-in-Chief 
of Melange int’l Magazine and The 

Asian Telegraph.

Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations 
(COPAIR) initiated an 

Open-source intelligence 
(OSINT) project for 

predictive analytics’ for 
any forthcoming incident 
with the help of machine 

learning and to identi-
fy the social trends and 

response and behavior of 
the civil society against the 
government institutions. 

Furthermore, OSINT 
also developed a tool for 

national narrative through 
the Youth engagement 

program. OSINT’s other 
features can also provide 
data sources from open 

sources and the dark web
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it and its citizens. In this era of the 
5th generation, hybrid warfare in-
formation can be used as a weapon 
of war. Intelligence gathering is part 
of the structure of security organs 
to perform their strategic goals. 
In a globalized world, states can 
take defensive action using Open-
Source Intelligence (OSINT).
States and governmental organi-
zations prefer to take OSINT from 
NGOs with expertise on certain 
levels like humanitarian, human 
rights, and conflict resolution. 
There are other sources like 
NATO and United Nations. 
In the case of NATO, it 
has its own OSINT and 
internal resources and 
OSINT is defined as 
“OSINT is information 
that has been delib-
erately discovered, 
discriminated, distilled, 
and disseminated to a 
select audience, gener-
ally the commander and 
their immediate staff, in 
order to address a specific 
question. OSINT, in other words, 
applies the proven process of in-
telligence to the broad diversity of 
open sources of information and 
creates intelligence”. 

DETECTING DATA BREACHES 
AND CYBER SECURITY
For lone-wolf attackers, organized 
hacking groups, and nation-state 
actors, it is financially and political-
ly lucrative to breach governmental 
data by using sophisticated tech-
nologies as a tool for hacking. Two 
common use cases for OSINT are;
1. Measuring the risk to your 
own organization
2. Understanding the actor, 
tactics and targets
  Governments counter with a range 
of techniques targeting their data, 

infrastructure, and citizens, whether 
or not nation-state resources back 
the threat actors. Persistent online 
threats include breaches and cy-
ber espionage, networks attack and 
takedowns, and botnets have in-
creased in the cyber security realm. 
The fast-expanding cyberspace is 
taking over increasing portions.
Businesses utilize OSINT to study 
new markets, watch the activity of 

compet-
ing 

firms, plan 
advertising strategies and analyze 
anything that might damage their 
operations and potentially affect 
their future growth. Businesses 
also utilize OSINT intelligence for 
non-financial goals; most notably 
to combat data leakage, because 
realizing that the company is dis-
closing classified data and finding 
network security flaws before the 
cybercriminals do is significant. 
Businesses also use OSINT to devel-
op threat intelligence strategies by 
analyzing OSINT sources inside and 
outside the organization and then 
combining all the data to create an 
effective cyber-risk management 
policy that protects their financial 

interests, public image, and clien-
tele. Ethical hackers and penetra-
tion testers use OSINT frequently to 
obtain intelligence about a particu-
lar online target. It is also regarded 
as a valuable tool to help with the 
testing of social engineering attacks. 
People who wish to find out how 
others can hack into their comput-
ers and what their internet ser-
vice provider knows about them 
also use OSINT. They may want to 
learn internet exposure levels to 
fix threats and remove any private 
data that may have been acciden-

tally released. OSINT is an excel-
lent tool to protect your privacy 
and analyze your digital iden-
tity. Individuals may utilize 
OSINT to combat identity 
fraud as well.
OSINT lets government 
agencies to identify tax 
evaders, and track a target’s 

social media accounts, trips, 
and lifestyle. This data has a lot 

of value for a government in-
spector pursuing them down for 

undeclared earnings. It may also 
be used to track down counterfeit 
items and guide law enforcement 
in shutting down illegal websites. 
OSINT greatly assists governments 
in gaining a better understanding 
of their citizens’ opinions and act-
ing quickly to avert future conflicts 
with the general public.

RUSSIA-UKRAINE CONFLICT 
AND OSINT
In the Russia-Ukraine conflict, 
(OSINT), which extracts informa-
tion from publicly available sourc-
es, is becoming a valuable resource. 
OSINT is being widely utilized to 
comprehend on-the-ground activ-
ity and fact-check narratives from 
media and the internet, just one 
week after Russia started a full-
scale assault in Ukraine. It is high-
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ly useful to examine the situation 
on the ground and the number of 
casualties, keep an eye on military 
infrastructure, and dispute false 
information. This has a number of 
good outcomes for pro-Ukraine 
movements. It may assist govern-
ments in making better informed 
and fast choices in reaction to the 
war, as well as assist Ukraine in 
identifying and countering Russian 
information efforts, which are crit-
ical to the conflict. Negligent OSINT 
tactics, on the other hand, may have 
a severe effect on Ukraine’s resist-
ance. Open-source data indicating 
military and refugee movements in 
Ukraine might be used by Russian 
forces. Counter-misinformation 
methods may potentially encour-
age Russia to tighten its internet 
restrictions and reinforce its infor-
mation operations.

TOOLS AND METHODS OF 
OSINT
OSINT data collection uses passive, 
semi-passive or active methods. 
The use is based on your situation, 
and the level of intelligence re-
quired. Many free OSINT tools are 
available for public use including 
Maltigo, Shodan, TinEye and Recon-
Ng. Passive collection is the most 
commonly used way to collect OSI-
NT intelligence. Most OSINT gather-
ing methods should employ passive 
collection because the primary goal 
of OSINT gathering is to acquire in-
formation on the target from pub-
lically available sources. Semi-pas-
sive is more technical, sending 
internet traffic to target servers to 
gather generic data about them.
OSINT is a framework of methods, 
tools, and strategies for passively 
gathering data from open or pub-
licly available resources.  To ex-
tract specific intelligence, we now 
use blogs, discussion forums, so-

cial media, the dark web, and the 
deep web. Any data made publicly 
available will be available in piec-
es of information to anyone with 
or without OSINT skills. It provides 
an individual or organization with 
the capabilities needed to examine 
what is available and, at the very 
least, falsify the truth.
To prevent drawing attention to 
your surveillance activity, this traf-
fic should look like regular internet 
traffic. In this manner, you are not 
doing an in-depth analysis of the 
target’s web resources, but rather 
conducting a light inquiry without 
alerting anybody. You engage di-
rectly with the system to conduct 
surveillance in active gathering. 
However, the target may become 
aware of the surveillance process 
because the it requires using ad-
vanced techniques to extract tech-
nical data about the target’s IT in-
frastructures, such as entering open 
ports, scanning security flaws, web 
server applications, and more. This 
communication will appear to be 
suspicious, and it will almost cer-
tainly leave a trail on the target’s 
intrusion detection system (IDS) or 
intrusion prevention system (IPS).
There are significant benefits of 
gathering OSINT; however, it all de-
pends on your objectives and the 
type of data you want. Even so, us-
ing publicly accessible information 
to gather intelligence carries mini-
mal risk as compared to collecting 
intelligence using individuals on-
site, especially in hostile regions. 
Collecting OSINT is less cost-
ly than gathering intelligence 
from other sources, such as 
human resources or spy satel-
lites. As OSINT is always avail-
able, no matter where you are, 
and no matter who you are, so 
you can always avail this ser-
vice. It won’t lead to legal ac-

tions against you because OSINT 
is already publically available; it 
may be shared among many parties 
without fear of violating copyrights.
Protests, rallies, and other public 
statements having a social influence 
are frequent, especially disruptive 
programs organized by crowds 
with violent intentions in Pakistan. 
Forces engaging in these actions 
utilize social media to publicize 
their objective and coordinate with 
one another, frequently through 
organized campaigns under a dis-
tinctive hash tag. OSINT may gather 
material from certain geo locations, 
allowing necessary administrative 
agencies in specific areas to mon-
itor developments and warn field 
authorities as needed. Furthermore, 
a central authority may combine all 
of these updates to create a com-
posite image that depicts the ongo-
ing progression of such operations.

CONCLUSION
In this article we have covered the 
basic idea of OSINT and how it’s 
useful and OSINT tools to help you 
with virtually any kind of infor-
mation gathering. And we have also 
given you a sense of a few individ-
ual tools. Whether you’re defending 
an enterprise network or testing it 
for weaknesses, the more you un-
derstand about its digital footprint 
the better able you are to see it 
from an attacker’s point of view. 
Armed with that knowledge, you 
can then go on to develop better 
defensive strategies. 
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SPOTLIGHT

he global world 
has witnessed re-
sounding growth 
in technological 
advancements in 
recent times. This 
tech-based revo-
lution has set new 
precedents for hu-

man dependency on technology to man-
age livelihood effectively and efficiently. 
Notwithstanding the countless technologi-
cal advancement benefits, it has also posed 
heinous challenges to human security 
and national security paradigm. Amongst 
all, deepfake news have emerged as one 
of the most novel and advanced forms of 
misinformation becoming a real challenge 
in the communicative environment due 
to their spread through online news and 
social media platforms. Pakistan with no 

exception over the past few years is also 
witnessing a drastic rise in the deepfake 
news culture. With widespread usage, it 
turned out to be a common practice. As 
matter of fact, it carries a higher poten-
tial for political mud-slinging and false 
accusation, controlling the impressionable 
minds of the masses by inflicting them 
with unethical pleasure and indoctrinating 
those who are susceptible enough not to 
differentiate if it’s real or fake, further po-
larizing the entire nation grappled with in-
timating challenges to the national security 
of Pakistan. Indeed, the growing deep fake 
news culture in Pakistan is posing heinous 
challenges to the government as well as the 
common people as it exposes the domestic 
fault lines. Psychological indoctrination of 
youth, the rise of intolerance, mistrust in 
society, fake propaganda, and xenophobia 
are considered major challenges of disin-

formation leading to institutional trust 
deficit which undermines the nation-
al cohesion and integrity. In addition to 
disrupting the lives of individuals, deep 
fake news could sweep societal implica-
tions in the entire country. While today’s 
masses in Pakistan also tend to trust 
video and audio content, deep fakes may 
undermine public trust in these me-
dia. One of the major setbacks deepfake 
news has undermined our trust in lo-
cal media or falsely influences common 
citizens’ beliefs and it may also become 
more commonplace and mundane as 
people use deepfake technology to im-
prove their day-to-day communication. 
This alarming trend causes security risks. 

DeepFake News and 
its impact on 
National Security

Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR’s) under its Center of Emerging Tech-
nology has established capabilities of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI). Its AI research and develop-
ment team is working on narrative building 
with incorporation of AI and data analytics. 
Furthermore, OSINT can be used as one of the 
important tool for journalists for authentication 
of any news and sources.  The stakeholders 
must established regulations for digital media 
to combat the stemming challenges of deep 

fake news.

T
Author is the 

Resident Editor 
of The Asian 

Telegraph and 
the Mélange 
International 

Magazine, and 
Program Director  
Center of Pakistan 
and International 

Relations 
(COPAIR).

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi
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Given how easily deepfake news 
can combine fake narratives and in-
formation with fabricated sources 
of authority, they have an unprec-
edented potential to mislead, misin-
form and manipulate a wholly new 
meaning. Indeed deepfake news in-
troduced something called the “liar’s 
dividend.” Apart from that deep-
fake news playing upon political 
divisions, or even inciting violence, 
perhaps not surprisingly, deepfake 
news have already been leveraged 
to destabilize government and po-
litical processes which eventually 
cause  huge  risks to the contours 
of national security and stability. 
In the political spectrum of Paki-
stan, deepfake news are being used 
to blackmail, discredit or humiliate 
and pose challenges not only to 
those in public positions but to any 
vulnerable group, especially those 
who are already marginalized and it 
also leads to revengeful tactics. This 
myopic approach to an extent has 

created contradictions within the 
governing state institutions and it 
has also undermined the prospects 
of cohesion and unity at large. For 
instance, amid intensifying embroil-
ing political turmoil and economic 
soft patch, the country is plugged 
with blatant campaigns that are 
being deceitfully launched 
to undermine the sancti-
ty.  Deepfake news has 
become a predomi-
nant trend in print, 
electronic and so-
cial media. who 
claims they are 
simply being 
framed. In the 
broader spec-
trum, beyond 
domestic pol-
itics, deepfake 
technologies pose 
a threat to Paki-
stan’s diplomacy and 
national security.

In the face of 
national securi-

ty threats, Pakistan 
needs to stay prepared 

and make prompt, appro-
priate decisions to protect 

assets and potentially save 
human life. OSINT has become 
valuable for driving these 
decisions. This includes 
publicly-available infor-
mation, indexed or not, 
that is accessible on 

the web.
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IN FOCUS

n a globalized world 
security can no longer 
be studied in one di-
mensional fashion 
because threats be-
come trans-national 
and states lose power 
to counter them with 
traditional methods. 

Human security is an important subject 
for the whole world, specifically Asia, as 
it deals with interactions among fields of 
social change such as conflict resolution, 
human rights and humanitarian assistance. 
We live in a world affected by devastat-
ing human challenges and catastrophes 
and natural disaster such as floods and 
drought. A section of world population is 
suffering as a result of inter and Intra state 
wars and civil strife like in Pakistan, Yem-
en and Afghanistan are suffering human 
security issues.  Barry Buzan also is of 
idea that ‘The idea of security is easier to 
apply to things than to people’.  The con-

cept of human security 
does not oust or replace 
the traditional security 
concept but both con-
cepts represent different 
ideas to respond existing 
threats. The basic interest 
of traditional security is 
state sovereignty but the 
gravity of human secu-
rity is individual sover-
eignty. Human security is 

not substitute to traditional security but it 
is rather compliment to traditional secu-

rity. Basic question is that how safe and 
free are as individuals?  It is not a new 
question but attracting policy makers and 
thinkers in the era of inter and intra state 
wars after the end of cold war more than 
ever. The implications of human security 
persist of such measurements which are 
taken for the prevention of major and mi-
nor human security issues. The broader 
aspect includes military and basic human 
rights securities and by narrowing down 
we can also implement the securities of 
racism, health and environment. Develop-
ing countries lack the implementation of 
these basic environmental securities such 
as corruption in police and other securi-
ty providing institutes. In order to provide 
human security a government can ensure 
its public the basic economic security by 
decreasing unemployment ratio or by 
providing house allowances to those who 
are not able to work. Economic security is 
one of the strongest objectives of human 
psychology. 

CHALLENGES FOR PAKISTAN
Evolving nature of threats to humanity de-
mands a new approach towards the con-
cept security and gravity of security is not 
just state only but the people living within 
the state. Pakistan is facing a number of 
human security issues such as terrorism, 
extremism, women rights issues, natural 
disasters, economic hardships, power out-
ages internal security, financial crunch, 
inflation, cyber-crime, devastation caused 
by natural catastrophes, and energy crisis. 
No concept of security is as broad and in-
clusive as human security which explains 

Human Security: 
Implications and 
Challenges

Muhammad 
Faisal Aziz

The Author is 
the Desk Editor 

of The Asian 
Telegraph 

and Research 
Associate 

at Center of 
Pakistan and 
International 

Relations 
(COPAIR).
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the quality of life of people of Pa-
kistan. 
National Internal Security Policy 
of Pakistan is inclusive to counter 
state security issues and human 
security issues. Through interven-
tion in drivers of insecurity such 
as Youth alienation and frustration, 
cybercrime, exclusionary identity 
narratives, regional inequality, lack 
of Social justice and rule of law, 
health issues, lack of accountability 
and political inclusion. 

RECOMMENDATIONS
Pakistan‘s traditional securi-
ty approach needs to incorporate 
non-traditional security challeng-
es. Human security issues in Pa-
kistan are in dire need to suggest 
recommendations to resolve the 
challenges properly to make peo-
ple of Pakistan free from all sorts of 
human security threats. 
• At societal level there is 
need of social awareness and for 
this purpose in all universities 
there should be discipline of Hu-
man Security, seminars and social 
programs should be conducted for 

general public so that the people of 
Pakistan understand its severity.
• To ensure implementation 
of National Internal Security Poli-
cy that highlights human security 
issues, but these issues are in dire 
need to be at priority level as state 
security is important, so that hu-
man security should take vital po-
sition and should boost implemen-
tation of policies and make them 
functional.  
• To resolve the challenge 
of energy crisis, water and food 
scarcity in the country, a compre-
hensive and collective approach in 
building new dams along with ob-
serving the demand and supply of 
energy, water and food is essen-
tially needed. 
• Pakistan’s institutions and 
people must adopt a zero-toler-
ance policy toward extremism, in-
tolerance, violation of rule of law, 
violence and terrorism in every 
segment of society.  

Center of  
Pakistan and 
 International  
Relations  
(COPAIR) through 
its center of  Sus-
tainable  Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) 
is working to  ad-
dress the  Human  
Security  challeng-
es by  leading vari-
ous  human centric  
initiatives.  Notably 
digital  tourism,  
E-women,  start-
up  Pakistan, and 
Youth  Engagement  
Forum amongst the 
leading  projects 
through which that  
Copair aims to  ac-
complish  Human 
Security  related 
goals of  Pakistan.
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akistan and 
Palestine do 
not share 
any border 
directly but 
the citizens 
of both the 
countries are 
interlinked 

with each other by heart and 
would remain so forever. The bi-
lateral relations between Pakistan 
and Palestine are decades old. The 
Palestinian Authority established 
an embassy in Islamabad on 31 
January 2017. Pakistan remains 
a loyal supporter of the proposal 
for the creation of an independent 
Palestinian state, and in line with 
its pro-Palestinian doctrine, does 
not recognize the State of Israel. 
The Palestinian issue is a mat-
ter of great concern for Pakistan 
even for Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the 
founder of the Islamic State of Pa-
kistan. Considering its status as the 
first Qibla, he particularly played a 
crucial role in creating awareness 
of the issue. Barely two weeks be-
fore his demise on 11 September 

1948, he warned the Muslim Um-
mah in his last Eid-ul-Fitr mes-
sage and the Quaid said: “We all 
are passing through the perilous 
times. The drama of Power poli-
tics that is being staged in Pales-
tine… and Kashmir should serve as 
an eye-opener for us. It is only 
by putting up a united front that 
we can make our voice felt in the 
counsels of the world”. Before the 
creation of Pakistan, the concern of 
the Muslims of the subcontinent, for 
the Palestinian issue can be traced 
back to the unjust proclamation of 
the Balfour Declaration of 1917. The 
Indian Muslims had a substantial 
emotional and religious affiliation 
with the Caliph’s institution and 
other sacred places in the Middle 
East. Pakistani leaders have always 
placed themselves at the forefront 
of the “anti-Zionist” struggle and 
shown fervent efforts for the Pal-
estinian cause.  In United Nations, 
during the debate on Palestine 
partition, no other Arab or Muslim 
figure presented such blatant and 
exclusive support for the Palestin-
ians, except Sir Zafrullah Khan. In 

P
Pakistan-Palestine Relations

Hafiza Saba Ashraf

The author is Sub-Editor of 
The Asian Telegraph. She is 
an M.Phil Scholar at National 
Defence University Islamabad.

DIPLOMATIC CORNER
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1973 during another war between 
Arab and Israel, Pakistan’s minis-
ter for foreign affairs and defense 
Aziz Ahmed condemned Israeli war 
atrocities in the UN General Assem-
bly. After the 1973 Arab-Israel war, 
Pakistan agreed 
to train Palestine 
Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO) 
officers in Paki-
stan. Pakistan fre-
quently provides 
various forms of 
humanitarian aid to the Palestinian 
Authority. The government of Paki-
stan highlighted the issue of Pales-
tine at every national and interna-
tional forum. Arabian rulers have 
abandoned Palestinian support, but 
that is no reason for Pakistan to fol-
low suit. The Palestinian President, 
Mahmoud Abbas, paid an official 
visit to Pakistan in 2005, during his 
tour of Asia. During the OIC Summit 
of foreign ministers in Islamabad 
in 2022, Pakistan pledged to take 
this issue at every possible forum 
and will continue to make efforts 
and support for the right of the 
Palestinian people. It is heartening, 
to see the cause of the Palestinian 

people being adopted by the civ-
il society and rights organizations 
in Pakistan. Thousands of Pakistani 
men, women, and youth marched 
in major cities and towns protesting 
against the Zionist state’s barbarity 

toward a virtu-
ally incarcerated 
population. Mean-
while, both states 
are working on 
an extensive plan 
to enhance trade, 
tourism, and cul-

tural and educational exchanges 
for optimum bilateral relationships 
between brotherly countries. The 
Palestinian government is working 
out traders and chamber of com-
merce level collaboration with Pa-
kistan whereas a separate economic 
desk will also be established at the 
Foreign Ministry of Pakistan. Tens of 
thousands of Palestinian students 
graduated from Pakistan including 
most of the ministers in every gov-
ernment of Palestine had graduated 
from Pakistan. Interestingly, more 
than 22 serving ambassadors of 
Palestine graduated from Pakistan. 
Against the backdrop of conflicts, 
post-pandemic shocks, and climate 
change, Pakistan called for “gener-
ous” political and economic support 
for the people living under foreign 
occupation like those in Palestine. 
The Palestinian Ambassador to Is-
lamabad, Ahmed Rabei thanked the 

Pakistani government, the parlia-
mentarians, the civil society and 
the people at large for their support 
for the people of Palestine. “What 
more can we Palestinians wish for 
when the whole of Pakistan is say-
ing ‘Nahno Ma’ana Falasteen’, (we 
are all with Palestine). I know the 
hearts of Pakistanis are beating with 
the hearts of Palestinian people. We 
are thankful to you all”.

To further strengthen Paki-
stan-Palestine ties, President 

of Islamabad base think 
tank COPAIR, Ms. Amna 

Munawwar Awan and Tazeen 
Akhtar of Pakistan in the 
World on 21st May 2022, 

organized a solidarity event 
to express condolence and 

pay tribute to late journalist 
Shireen Abu Akleh and high-
lighted human rights viola-
tions in Palestine. Ambassa-
dor of Palestine H.E Ahmed 

Jawad A.A. Rabaei with 
Counselor/ Deputy Head of 

Mission Nader K. Alturk, Dr. 
Sadia Kamaal Vice Presi-

dent of National Press Club, 
Muhammad Afzal Butt from 

Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalists, Abdul Rehman 

and the team from Aljazeera 
and other dignitaries from 

journalist community graced 
the solidarity event with 

their presence and special 
remarks. On Wednesday 11 
May 2022, Israeli forces shot 

Palestinian and Al Jazeera 
Channels’ Journalist Shireen 

Abu Aqleh, while covering 
a raid on the Jenin Refugee 

Camp in the West Bank.
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DIPLOMATIC CORNER

akistan-Uz-
bekistan re-
lations in re-
cent times are 
growing and 
cooperati on 
is on the rise 
between the 
two important 

countries of South Asia and Cen-
tral Asia. The recent cooperation is 
happening in a time where there is 
a change in the regional dynam-
ics. The U.S. and China are trying to 
make their clout strong in Central 
Asia while the change of regime 
in Afghanistan has greatly im-

pacted regional political dynam-
ics. Islamabad sees the potential to 
connect with Uzbekistan through 
Afghanistan.  An agreement has 
been signed in February this year 
to develop a railroad through Ter-
mez-Mazar-i-Sharif-Kabul-Pe-
shawar, an important connectivi-
ty project that would boost trade 
between the three states and get 
two important regions connected 
in addition to Uzbekistan and Af-
ghanistan access to Pakistani Sea-
ports. 
For two major reasons, Uzbeki-
stan prefer Mazar-i-Sharif-Ka-
bul-Peshawar railroad: its short-

est one. Secondly, it 
connects the Uzbeki-
stan-Kirghizstan-Chi-
na corridor with Eu-
rope and South Asia. 
Among other reasons, 
the U.S.-Iran rivalry is 
also a factor because of 
that reason Uzbekistan 
want a safe passage and 
option. Tashkent has 

Expanding Pakistan Uzbekistan 
Bilateral Relations

Ayesha Sikandar 

The author is sub 
Editor at Voice 
of Melange and 

Research Associate 
at the Center of Paki-
stan and Internation-

al Relations.

P
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hugely invested in the transporta-
tion sector to connect the Iranian 
ports with Uzbekistan but it fears 
Tehran’s escalation with Wash-
ington can cost Tashkent of heavy 
price. Bandar Abbas is the main port 
Tashkent is using for its trade. Once 
these projects are materialized, it 
will add great value to the objec-
tives of both states. Pakistan’s stra-
tegic policy vis-à-vis Central Asia 
has five broad objectives: trade and 
connectivity, strong political link, 
investment, and energy sector co-
operation, defense and security and 
people-to-people contact. Islam-
abad has made many endeavors 
since the independence of the Cen-
tral Asia to get access to it yet due 
to Afghanistan’s precarious securi-
ty situation; this plan did not come 
true. Now at the moment when a 
change has occurred in Afghani-
stan, Islamabad sees a ray of hope 
to get safe access to Central Asian 
states. On the other hand, Pakistan 
is the shortest, easiest and econom-
ical connectivity route to the Arabi-

an Sea for Central Asian states and 
specifically for Uzbekistan. Islama-
bad is willing to help facilitate Cen-
tral Asian states to engage in trade 
via its sea routes. Similarly, Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan can engage 
in various sectors including trade, 
tourism, education, health, and en-
ergy projects. Moreover, Pakistan’s 
renewed focus is geo-economics 
which can strengthen Pakistan- 
Uzbekistan relations. However, for 
the said purpose, peace in the region 
and particularly in Afghanistan is 
essential for any trade, investment, 
and connectivity initiative. Similar-
ly, the Chinese Belt and Road Initi-
ative will further bring both coun-
tries close to each other as it has to 
connect Pakistan with Central Asia 

and beyond.  On 17th may 2022, His 
Excellency (H.E) Mr. Oybek Arif Os-
mnov, Ambassador of Uzbekistan to 
Pakistan, visited center of Pakistan 
and International Relations. Dur-
ing his visit, H.E briefed about the 
important direction of Uzbekistan’s 
foreign policy and determined the 
resumption of cultural, historical, 
trade, and economic and interna-
tional conferences on the regional 
connectivity of central Asia. H.E also 
informed the active participation 
of Uzbekistan in the framework of 
multilateral cooperation institu-

tions, and international and regional 
organizations and gave importance 
to Uzbekistan’s partnership with 
the SCO is of particular importance. 
H.E highlighted the strategy imple-
mented in the SCO space under the 
leadership of Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
President of Uzbekistan, was based 
on such basic principles as con-
structiveness and pragmatism. It is 
pertinent to mention that, in 2017-
2021, the President of Uzbekistan 
put forward about 50 important 
and relevant initiatives at the SCO 
summits which is a highly impor-
tant indicator of Uzbekistan’s in-
terest in multi-lateral cooperation 
through such organizations.  While 
addressing his audiences, H.E highly 
emphasized the potential of tourism 

in advancing bilateral cooperation 
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan. 
He termed Samarkand and Lahore 
as sister cities.  He appreciated CO-
PAIR’s imitative of Digital tourism 
and vowed to collaborate further in 
order to strengthen people to peo-
ple connectivity through tourism 
and hospitality.  

Ambassador of 
Uzbekistan to Pakistan 

H.E. Mr Oybek Arif 
Usmanov called on 

President COPAIR & 
Editor-in-Chief Mélange 

Int’l Magazine,VoM & 
TAT, Ms. Amna Mun-
awar Awan & Editor in 

Chief of ‘Pakistan in the 
World’ Mr.Tazeen Akhtar 
at COPAIR office. H.E. Mr. 
Oybek Usmanov and Pres-
ident COPAIR Ms.Amna 

Munawwar Awan discussed 
matters of mutual interest, 
regional security, connec-

tivity, economic & bilateral 
cooperation b/w two coun-

tries during the meeting. The 
meeting was also attended by 

editors of leading papers & 
magazines.”
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RANDOM CLICKS

The Azerbaijan Embassy 
celebrates Independence Day

AZERBAIJAN  INDEPENDENCE  DAY

THE AZERBAIJAN EMBASSY HAS ORGANIZED AN OFFICIAL RECEPTION TO 
MARK THE COUNTRY`S 104TH

INDEPENDENCE DAY

THE EVENT BROUGHT TOGETHER STATE AND GOVERNMENTAL OFFICIALS, MEMBERS OF 
THE PAKISTANI PARLIAMENT, FOREIGN AMBASSADORS AND MEMBERS 

OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC

OUR INDEPENDENCE IS ETERNAL, IRREVERSIBLE, AND

INDESTRUCTIBLE: H.E. MR. KHAZAR FARHADOV
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AAA, FAIR DEAL MARKETING’S HOSTS OPEN HOUSE IN DUBAI

AAA, FAIR DEAL MARKETING'S HOSTS OPEN HOUSE 
WITH FERVOR IN DUBAI 

MUSHTAQ AHMED, MOIN KHAN, MOHAMMAD HAFEEZ, AND OTHER WELL-KNOWN 
CRICKETERS ATTENDED THE SUCCESS GALA NIGHT OF THE OPEN HOUSE

CH. ABDUL RAUF, CHAIRMAN OF THE FAIR GROUP OF COMPANIES, EXTEND FE-
LICITATIONS TO THE TEAM FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND HARD WORK IN MAKING 

THIS OPEN HOUSE A HUGE SUCCESS 

PARK VIEW CITY SIGNS STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH BREWER SMITH GROUP AN 
AWARD-WINNING ARCHITECTURE COMPANY

CHAIRMAN VISION GROUP ALEEM KHAN ALONG WSITH ABDUL REHMAN KHAN AND ABDUL 
RAFAY KHAN THE DIRECTORS OF VISION GROUP GRACED THE EVENT AS THE CHIEF GUESTS 
AND AWARDED A BRAND NEW LEXUS LX-570 TO AAA FAIRDEAL FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING 

SALES PERFORMANCE

THE ENTHUSIASM AND EXCITEMENT EXPRESSED BY OVERSEAS PAKISTANIS RESID-
ING IN THE GULF REGIONS HAVE MADE AAA FAIR DEAL SUPER PLEASED
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RANDOM CLICKS

H.E. MOHAMED KARMOUNE, AMBASSADOR OF THE KINGDOM OF MOROCCO & DEAN OF THE 
AFRICAN CORPS, H.E. ATADJAN MOVLAMOV, AMBASSADOR OF TURKMENISTAN & DEAN OF THE 

DIPLOMATIC CORPS, DIPLOMATS OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES, AMBASSADORS OF AZERBAIJAN, 
JORDAN, KUWAIT AND VIETNAM, COUNSELLOR OF FRENCH EMBASSY, SENATOR LT. GEN. (RETD) 
ABDUL QAYYUM AND A LARGE NUMBER OF THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY WERE PRESENT AT THE 

OCCASION

MUHAMMAD SHAKEEL MUNIR, PRESIDENT, ISLAMABAD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD FACILITATE THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN PROMOTING 
STRONG BUSINESS LINKAGES WITH AFRICAN COUNTERPARTS THAT WOULD HELP IN EXPLORING 

NEW AREAS OF BILATERAL BUSINESS COLLABORATION 

ICCI CELEBRATES AFRICA DAY
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ECONOMY & FINANCE

akistan’s econ-
omy deprivi-
ated during the 
FY 2021-22 in a 
similar manner 
as many oth-
er developing 
countries due to 
COVID and de-

spite assiduous efforts, the government 
could not rail the economy back on 
exponentially growing track. There-
fore, a lot of pressure has been exert-
ed on policy makers to come up with 
a budget for FY 2022-23. This policy 
brief entails considerable recommen-
dations for the upcoming budget. 

DEFENSE BUDGET: 
Recommendations for defense budget 
are listed as follows: 
• A 10 % increase in the overall 
defense budget for the tri-services. 

REDUCTION OF EXPENDITURES
• There is a need of reducing 
expenditures for the government to 
achieve the budget goals as the eco-
nomic crisis are on the rise. In this 
regards, “Targeted subsidies” can be 
adapted so the poor and working 
class are incentivized and the rich are 
not let off the hook. In addition to this, 
the expenses of running of govern-
ment can also cut down in the similar 

          Federal Budget 2022-2023 : 
An Overview & Policy Recommendations

P“ “The author is sub 
Editor at Voice of 

Melange and Research 
Assistant at the Center 
of Pakistan and Inter-

national Relations.

Basim Raza
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way as in the last budget, thus reducing expenditures 
for FY 2022-23. 
Taxations and management of finances
• The previous government had set an ambitious 
goal of collection of taxes to 
an enormous number of Rs 
5.83 trillion which stayed un-
derachieved. IMF recommen-
dations for FY 2021-22 were 
Rs 6 trillion which remained 
far from achieved. The aver-
age increase in tax collection 
remained between 6-8% only 
and is considered as a failure 
in achievement of tax collec-
tion goals despite the govern-
ment’s massive emphasis on 
registration of individuals of 
FBR.

DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 
The following options are rec-
ommended for this year’s de-
velopment budget:
• Increase the development budget by 5%. 
• Do not commit to any new projects and pay 
special focus on the completion or bringing the ongoing 
projects in line with the existing deadlines. 
• Increase the research grants budget of HEC for 
university faculty by 20%. 

HEALTH BUDGET: 
Under the 18th amendment, health is now a provin-
cial subject and possesses few fault lines in the system. 
Therefore, the following recommendations are entailed 
for this year’s budget.
• All the basic health units and Tehsil Headquar-
ter Hospitals should be upgraded with utmost efficacy. 
• Funds should be allocated for disaster man-
agement courses for young doctors to enhance their 
preparedness and efficiency in case there is an occur-
rence of any natural or man-made disaster.

TECHNOLOGY BUDGET: 
The following policy options are recommended for this 
year’s technology budget.
• A special fund should be established for cutting 
edge research on artificial intelligence. 
• Allocate fund for the development of hardware 
in Pakistan as there is a massive influx of simplest 
technological hardware in terms of imports. 
• Allocate funds for Pakistan to fund in interna-

tional technology fairs to be attended by senior scien-
tists and top developers of Pakistan.

CHINA PAKISTAN ECONOMIC CORRIDOR (CPEC) 
BUDGET: 

The following policy op-
tions are recommended 
for this year’s CPEC budget 
in this regards.
• CPEC funds should be 
separated from the de-
velopment budget of the 
country. 
• A total of Rs. 200 bil-
lion should be allocated 
towards CPEC projects. The 
breakdown of these funds 
should be on the follow-
ing lines: 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
MITIGATION BUDGET: 
The following policy op-

tions are recommended for this year’s climate change’s 
budget.
• Allocate Rs. 10 billion to transfer government 
buildings on solar energy. 
• A special 50% reduction on import duty for big 
business who plan to transfer their corporate offices on 
solar energy. 

COPAIR aims to 
keep working on 

the lines of trans-
forming Pakistan into 

a vibrant developed 
economy and the core 

idea of devising these rec-
ommendations is to pro-
vide a hand to the rele-

vant authorities in their 
setting of priorities 
while formulating 
the budget for FY 

2022-2023.
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ECONOMY & FINANCE

he World Eco-
nomic Forum 
Annual Meeting 
2022 held 22-
26 May in Davos, 
S w i t z e r l a n d . 
World leaders 
came together at 
the World Eco-

nomic Forum Annual Meeting 2022 
against a backdrop of deepening glob-
al frictions and fractures and a once-
in-a-century pandemic. More than 
50 heads of state and government 
are expected to join, among the 300 
governmental representatives, to share 
their vision for the world. Over 1,250 

leaders from the private sector will be 
participating, along with nearly 100 
Global Innovators and Technology 
Pioneers – the world’s most promis-
ing tech and business start-ups and 
scale-ups. Civil society represent-
ed by more than 200 leaders from 
NGOs, social entrepreneurs, academ-
ia, labour organizations, faith-based 
and religious groups, and over 400 
media leaders and reporting press. 
The Annual Meeting brought together 
younger generations, with 100 mem-
bers of the Forum’s Global Shaper and 
Young Global Leader communities 
participating.
Cutting across the theme of the meet-

     World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting 2022 Davos, Switzerland

T“

“

With the world at 
such a critical turning 
point, global business 

and government 
leaders need to work 
together to develop 
long-term policies 

and strategies that will 
revitalize the hard-
hit global economy, 
strengthen the prog-
ress made to advance 
the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution and tackle 

the single greatest 
threat to humanity, 

climate change. 

Melange Team
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ing are several priorities 
and issues that define 
the current moment and 
will shape the years to 
come. The programme 
focused on six thematic 
pillars:  Fostering glob-
al and regional coop-
eration: How to restore 
stability amid a new era 
of geopolitical conflict 
and tension as well as 
advancing trade, pros-
perity and partnerships.  
Furthermore it pledges 
to secure the economic 
recovery and shaping a 
new era of growth: How to stabilize the real economy 
and the financial system, while also determining the 
future of balanced growth, globalization and develop-
ment. Building healthy and equitable societies: How to 
move beyond the health emergency phase of the pan-
demic, rebuilding in its wake and strengthening health 
resilience for future threats as well as investing in good 
jobs, living wages, skills and education, not forgetting 
to redefine stakeholder capitalism for a new context.  
Likewise it also ensured Safeguarding climate, food and 

nature: How to continue to secure food systems, and 
building a nature-based economy as well as sequenc-
ing the energy transition and building a green econ-
omy. Driving industry transformation: How to balance 
innovation, resilience and efficiency across industries 
as well as building on Forum initiatives such as the 
Future of jobs, the Edison Alliance and reskilling in-
itiatives that are helping equip industries and work-
ers with the tools to succeed in a changing world. In 
addition, the body also committed for harnessing the 

power of the Fourth Industrial Revolution: 
How to enhance technology governance 
and cyber security as well as the Forum’s 

fast-growing network of Centres for 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution, which 
shape new policies and strategies by 
leveraging science, technology and in-
novation.
Davos 2022 was a meeting of many 
firsts. Our first Annual Meeting in the 
Alpine spring, the first physical one since 
the outbreak of COVID-19, the first since 
the invasion of Ukraine, and the first 
meeting of global climate leaders since 
COP26. The recovery from the COVID-19 
crisis has been deeply uneven with-
in and between countries, depending 
on their access to fiscal resources and 
vaccines. Food, fuel and resource crises 
now risk further derailing an equitable 
recovery.

 Global growth is projected to decelerate 
  in 2022 and 2023
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SPECIAL REPORT

Changing World 
Order and Options FOR Pakistan

enter of Pakistan and Interna-
tional Relations published a spe-
cial report on “Changing World 
Order and Options of Pakistan”. 
The Report highlights that, af-
ter the end of Cold War, 
the world witnessed a 
new world order that 

was governed by the U.S. During this era of 
uni-polarity, the Americans not only inter-
fered in different regions but also influenced 
the countries through the use of their finan-
cial muscle. However, the current world order 
has recently witnessed a tectonic shift due to 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The ongoing 
conflict in Europe has not only exposed the 
fault lines in the western world but also has 
sent signals to all nations about the magni-
tude of response by US and its allies when it 
comes to non-use of power. Despite the Rus-
sian-Ukraine crisis, at this point of time there 
is conflict all across the globe and in one way 
or another, Pakistan is connected to it. To-
wards the East of Pakistan, U.S and China are 
competing over the Indo Pacific. Towards the 
South West, the Middle East is in a perpetual 
conflict with no end in sight and in the North West 
of Pakistan, the European crisis is evident.  The Re-
port analyzes all the three main conflicts mentioned 
above and how it is contributing towards changing 
the world order and discusses the options available 
for Pakistan to navigate from these troubling waters. 

FOREIGN POLICY OPTIONS FOR PAKISTAN: 
Pakistan in the recent years has maintained neu-
trality between Saudi Arabia and Iran. However, it is 
clear that the Pakistani tilt is towards Saudi Arabia. 

Minister Shahbaz Sharif after assuming office made 
his first trip to Saudi Arabia. This is a clear signal to 
Iran that Pakistan still needs Saudi Arabia for its en-
ergy and financial needs. To balance this trip, Pakistan 
must send a high level delegation to Iran and hold 

meetings with the new Iranian president. Pakistan 
needs to finalize barter trade agreements with Iran 
so that the two countries can increase trade despite 
sanctions. Also the two countries need to enhance 
Counter Terrorism partnership and flush our mis-
creants.  Pakistan also need to send skilled human 
resource to Middle East. The skilled workers are not 
only contribute to the image building of Pakistan but 
also are a great source of remittances. The unskilled 
workforce often times breaks the laws and is doing 
odd jobs. Due to this the image of Pakistan is heav-

Amna Munawwar Awan
The author is the President, Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), 
Editor-in-Chief of Melange int’l Magazine and The Asian Telegraph.

C
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ily tainted in the Middle East. Indi-
an work force in Middle East is not 
only skilled but is now also holding 
key positions. They naturally have 
a tilt towards Indian workers and 
this is giving tough completion to 
the Pakistani workers. If Pakistan 
can start sending skilled workforce 
to Middle East and work out ar-
rangements with the Arab royalty 
about their placements, the goodwill 
of Pakistan will increase.  Pakistan 
needs to clearly step away from 
the conflict in Syria. Unfortunate-
ly, some of the disillusioned youth 
from Pakistan also went to Syria to 
fight in the conflict. This severely 
damaged the image of Pakistan and 
was highlighted as an exporter of 

terrorism. Pakistan must take con-
create steps to stop this movement 
to Syria.  Pakistan is a long support-
er of the Palestine cause. This sup-
port must continue as this shows 
that Pakistan is committed to the 
cause. Under the Abraham accords, 
the Palestinian cause has suffered a 
lot. 

Conclusion:  
Due to the changing world order, 
Pakistan is left with a handful of 
options. All of the options are not 
easy to implement and would re-
quire some tough decision making. 
However, in order to be recognized 
as a country that stands for itself, 
Pakistan will have to adhere to these 
choices. Unfortunately, due to the 

ge o s tr ate -
gic and geo 
e c o n o m i c 
location of 
Pakistan, the 
country will 
always re-
main in lime-
light and will 
keep the pol-
icy makers 
in Islamabad 

and its foreign office on toes. The 
global world order is shifting and 
in due course, it is expected that 
there would be a conflict between 
China and United States. Pakistan in 
the recent years moved closer to 
China but the recent political crisis 
has severely dented this equation 
and as off now the policy circles 
have moved close to the U.S. but 
the public sentiment remains anti 
U.S. On the flip side, Pakistani pub-
lic sentiment is against China too. 
So for Pakistan, challenges exist not 
only on the external front but also 
on the internal front. The relation-
ship between domestic and foreign 
policy is not separable in the sense 
that global institutionalism plays 
a major role in the modern global 
society and the conduct of states 
in modern international relations 
is determined according to their 
domestic political stability. So for 
Pakistan to make a standing in the 
global world order, it will have to 
put its house in order first before 
it starts to explore the options to 
remain relevant in the new world 
order. 

Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations 

published a special report on 
“Changing World Order and 
Options of Pakistan”. The Re-
port highlights that, after the 
end of Cold War, the world 

witnessed a new world order 
that was governed by the U.S. 
During this era of uni-polar-
ity, the Americans not only 

interfered in different regions 
but also influenced the coun-
tries through the use of their 

financial muscle. 
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Tribute / Travel &Cuisine

H.E Wendy Christine Gilmour- Canada’s 
High Commissioner to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan 

Canada travel and cuisine

.E Wendy Gilmour 
took charge as Can-
ada’s High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan 
in 2018 replacing 
Perry Calderwood, 
and ever since, she 

has been winning the hearts and minds 
of the people of Pakistan. It is due to H.E 
distinguished diplomatic work and her 
staunch encouragement of women em-
powerment, protection of human rights, 
climate change and her close fraternal 
relation with the local community of 
Pakistan which makes her the “people’s 
ambassador”. Owing to her lively social 
media presence, photographs in ethnic 
attire, and her regular visits to the tourist 

spots of the country that she has been 
able to reel in thousands of Pakistanis 
by her charm. Ms Gilmour complet-
ed her BA Hons in Political Studies 
and History from Queen’s Univer-
sity in 1989 and joined External 
Affairs and International Trade 
Canada afterwards. Wendy joined 
the Canadian Foreign Service in 
1990, serving in Canadian diplo-
matic missions in Zimbabwe (with 
cross accreditation to Mozambique, An-
gola and Botswana), the United Kingdom 
and Nigeria, where she served as Acting 
High Commissioner during the transition 
from military to civilian rule in 1998. She 
also deployed on operational assign-
ments to international peace missions, 

including 
the Of-

f i c e 
o f 

the 

H i g h 
Repre-

sentative to 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
in Sarajevo in 1996-97, and as Political 
Advisor to the first three Commanders of 
NATO’s Kosovo Force in Pristina in 1999-
2000.

 

Moraine Lake
 

Calgary Stampede
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NEWS UPDATES 

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif and President of Turkey Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan have renewed their 
pledge to upgrade the excellent bilat-
eral ties between the two brotherly 
countries to new heights by infusing 
new vigor of bilateral cooperation in 
diverse fields. Addressing a joint press 
stakeout after holding a tete-e-tete, 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said 
that the relationship between the two 
countries was embedded deep into 
history and shaped by shared goals. 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Friday met Saudi Arabia’s Crown 
Prince Mohammad Bin Salman in 
Jeddah.During the meeting, both the 
leaders discussed bilateral ties, in-
cluding matters related to expanding 
business and trade.Pakistani peace-
keepers’ performance acknowledged 
worldwide by world leaders, UN 
Leadership. Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhut-

to Zardari has called for a reset of 
the strained US-Pakistan relations 
through engagement, saying he be-
lieves the two countries agree on 
far more than they disagree on.“The 
way in which this relationship 
progressed in recent years doesn’t 
serve the interests of the people of 
Pakistan, but it also doesn’t serve the 
interests of the people of America,” 
he was quoted as saying in an in-
terview with The Washington Post. 

Open Source Intelligence May Be 
Changing Old-School War

 Pakistan, Turkey reaffirm resolve to up-
grade bilateral ties to new heights

PM Shehbaz Sharif meets Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad Bin Salman

Pakistan, US seek rapprochement, construc-
tive bilateral engagement

AN OPEN SOURCE panopticon—from 
commercial big data aggregation to in-
formation infrastructure across mobile, 
smart devices, and social media—is re-
shaping the way intelligence is collect-
ed and used in conventional war. Open 
source intelligence is information that 
can be readily and legally accessed by 

the general public. It was used in 
war and diplomacy long before 
the internet—alongside informa-
tion stolen or otherwise secret-
ly obtained and closely held. But 
its prevalence today means what 
was once cost-prohibitive to 
many is now affordable to myr-
iad actors, whether North Korea, 
the CIA, journalists, terrorists, or 
cybercriminals.  One consequence 

of widely available open source infor-
mation is that anonymity is eroding, 
not only for ordinary civilians, but also 
for members of law enforcement, mil-
itary, and the intelligence community. 
Even missing information can alert an 
adversarial spy service, says a former 

US intelligence official who spoke on 
background. When the US State De-
partment unfolded a public diplomacy 
strategy in 2008 that emphasized the 
use of social media, a foreign counter-
part joked to the former US intelligence 
official that CIA officers, working under 
nonofficial cover at US embassies, were 
easily deduced because they lacked 
Facebook profiles. 

 Sohail Majeed Butt
Special Correspondent 

VoM
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The Chief Justice of Pakistan, Umar 
Ata Bandial, was named to the 2022 
TIME100, an annual list of the 100 
most influential people in the world.
The list, compiled by mass circula-
tion Time magazine, recognizes the 
impact, innovation, and achievement 
of the world’s most influential indi-
viduals. He served as the chief jus-
tice of the LHC for two years, after 
which he was elevated as a judge of 
the Supreme Court in June 2014.

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari has reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to multilateralism for peace, sta-
bility, and development in the region 
and beyond. The Foreign Minister said 
Pakistan and China enjoy unique and 
time-tested iron brotherhood and we 
will not allow anyone to dent these 
relations.Condemning the terrorist 
attack on Chinese scholars at Kara-
chi University last month, he said the 
perpetrators involved in this heinous 
crime will be taken to justice.

The performance of Pakistani peace-
keepers has been acknowledged 
worldwide by numerous world lead-
ers and UN leadership in recognition 
to their meritorious services for glob-
al peace. “On the occasion of World 
UN Peacekeepers Day, it is worth re-
iterating that Pakistan stands tall in 
the comity of nations being one of the 
largest troops contributing country in 
the UN peacekeeping efforts”, said the 
Inter Services Public Relations news 
release here received.
 

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Mu-
hammad Amjad Khan Niazi is on offi-
cial visit to Australia. During the visit, 
Naval Chief attended Indo-Pacific ‘Sea 
Power Conference’ 2022 held at Syd-
ney, Australia. Theme of Indo Pacific 
Sea Power Conference for 2022 was 
‘The Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain in 
the 21st Century – A Commonality of 
Purpose’. The conference was attend-
ed by more than 40 naval delegations 
and about 700 defense companies.

Pakistan has made a big jump on 
International Travel and Tourism 
Development Index by moving up 
six places as per the latest report 
released by the World Economic 
Forum (WEF). The 2021 edition of 
the Travel and Tourism Develop-
ment Index includes 117 countries. 
The index ranks the countries based 
on the set of factors and policies that 
enable the sustainable and resilient 
development of the travel and tour-
ism industry of each country.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Hina Rabbani Khar on Monday em-
phasized that persistent, patient, and 
prudent engagement of the interna-
tional community would go a long 
way in achieving the shared objec-
tives of a peaceful, stable, democrat-
ic and prosperous Afghanistan. Hina 
Rabbani expressed Pakistan’s concern 
about the devastating effects of the 
serious humanitarian situation and 
economic implosion on the lives and 
livelihoods of ordinary Afghans.

CJP Umar Ata Bandial among Time’s 100 most 
influential people

FM vows to strengthen Pak-China Strategic 
Cooperative Partnership

Pakistani peacekeepers’ performance 
acknowledged worldwide by world leaders,
UN Leadership

Naval Chief visits Australia to attend 
Indo-Pacific Sea Power Conference, 2022

Pakistan moves six places up on 
International Travel, Tourism Index: WEF

Pakistan calls for prudent int’l engagement 
to achieve peace, stability of Afghanistan
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BOOK REVIEW

Open-Source Intelligence and 

Cyber Crime: Social Media Analytics

“This book shows how open-source intelligence can 
be a powerful tool for combating crime by linking 
local and global patterns to help understand how 
criminal activities are connected”.

he book under review is, “Open-
Source Intelligence and Cyber 
Crime: Social Media Analytics”, 
by Mohammad A. Tayebi (Edi-
tor), Uwe Glässer (Editor), David 
B. Skillicorn (Editor) published in 
2020 by Springer Nature Swit-
zerland AG. This book shows how 

open-source intelligence can be a powerful tool for 
combating crime by linking local and global patterns 
to help understand how criminal activities are con-
nected. Readers will encounter the latest advances 
in cutting-edge data mining, machine learning and 
predictive analytics combined with natural language 
processing and social network analysis to detect, 
disrupt, and neutralize cyber and physical threats. 
Most of the chapters analyzed the state-of-the-art 
social media analytics and open-source intelligence 
research trends. After having introduced the intel-
ligence field, they described the framework for in-
telligence analysis, psychological and influence op-
erations, and lists some related work in this field. 
The writers analyzed that Open-Source Intelligence 
(OSINT) as a process of data gathering and profiling 
of publicly available private and public sector in-
formation sources such as internet and other social 
media platforms such as Facebook, emails, twitters, 
what’s apps for individuals and business intelligence 
purposes. Much debate and research has been done 
on the threats, vulnerabilities and the impact of the 
use of social media sites. To systematic review and 

synthesis findings on current empirical research 
topic on cyber intelligence and open-source 

intelligence profiling to identifying both the threats 
and vulnerabilities on online social networks for 
mitigation purposes. They noted that the use of social 
media has been reported to improve the social co-
hesion of peers, improving business opportunities as 
information quickly reaches customers. Safe identity 
experimentations, OSINT and cyber intelligence so-
cial media gathering is especially vital in the mod-
ern war on terror. Understanding terrorist network 
topologies, crime data analysis and mining, coun-
tering improvised explosive devices. The book also 
highlights the negative impacts and potential threats 
as well as the impact of social engineering threats on 
SNSs, social media threats and identity crimes. They 
highlighted that the risk of HTTP title information 
and cookies sent to third-party aggregators and the 
harmful impacts of exposure to threats. Due to the 
inadequacy of social media technology, social media 
is often used for intellectual, business and intellec-
tual development purposes but in order to ensure 
a fair and improved reduction situation, further re-
search is needed to raise awareness and appropriate 
counter-action. 

T
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