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This May, team of the Melange In-
ternational Magazine is immense-
ly proud to publish the twelfth 
edition of our monthly magazine. 
An extraordinary half a decade of 
history remained committed to 
critical national security issues of 
specific significance to the pub-
lic policy dialogue. It focuses on 
the most pressing issues in Paki-
stan’s national security, Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) 
and Emerging Technologies (ET) 
and continues to shape Pakistan’s 
policy agenda. During the journey 
that still continues-remained ded-
icated to delivers news, analysis, 
and commentary to provide dis-
passionate analysis to the public, 
policymakers, government offi-
cials, and its national and interna-
tional audience through its online 
and print publication. As a result, 
Melange International Magazine 
has able to achieve worldwide rec-
ognition for itself. 

In this special issue, Melange 
focuses on the Strategic signifi-
cance of airpower and Pakistan 
Air Force’s modernization. In this 
regard, the Editor-in-Chief of Me-
lange, Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan, 
penned the Big Story of the May 
Issue, titled “Pakistan Air Force A 
Symbol of Pride for the Nation”. Ms. 
Amna Munawwar Awan writes, 
Pakistan Air Force has prepared 
itself for the challenges of the 21st 

Century during recent years and 
presently fully capable and ready 
to thwart any potential threat to 
the country. The PAF’s recent suc-
cessful operation in response to 
Indian aggression against Pakistan 
has not only deterred the Indian 
ambitions to establish new normal 
in South Asia, the respect for the 
institution has also increased man-
ifold. The PAF also has the honour 
to train the pilots of several coun-
tries.

Additionally, latest issue aims 
to educate and increase awareness 
about the Pakistan’s airpower, Pa-
kistan’s development Index, Im-
pact of Sino-India relations, Paki-
stan’s diplomatic ties with Canada, 
Turkey and China, and digitaliza-
tion of E-Tourism.  These and other 
subjects associated with Pakistan’s 
national interest and security are 
analyzed in depth by distinguished 
commentators and academics in 
this issue. Our team worked in-
credibly hard on this issue and 
can’t wait for you to read it!
Happy Reading.  

Asma Khalid
Subscription

(Yearly Rs.5000/- (US$ 80)
(Per copy Rs.500/- (US$ 8)

Cheque or draft should be made in the 

name of “Melange” and mailed MD 

Melange Office # 408, 4th Floor Evacuee 

Trust Complex, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1, 

Islamabad, Pakistan.

Editor’s NotE
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Big Story

In the nascent years of Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF), while visiting the 
PAF Station at Risalpur, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah said, 

“There is no doubt that any country 
without a strong Air Force is at the 
mercy of any aggressor. Pakistan 
must build up its Air Force as quickly 
as possible. It must be an efficient Air 
Force second to none”. The sincere 
and highly professional leadership 
like Air Marshal (retired) Asghar 
Khan and Air Marshal (retired) Nur 
Khan in the early days of the PAF tru-

ly followed the Quaid’s words and the 
successors also carried the legacy of 
their predecessors. This is the result 
of the untiring efforts of the leader-
ship and all the daring men under 
their command that the PAF has not 
only assured the cost-effective and 
successful aerial defense of Pakistan 
but also risen to be among the most 
respected air forces in the world.

Pakistan Air Force was born on 
14th August 1947 when Pakistan 
appeared on the map of the world. 
The success story of the PAF is un-

matched as the emergence of the PAF, 
with the small number of person-
nel and insufficient equipment, as a 
powerful and formidable weapon of 
Pakistan’s defense was an amazing 
phenomenon. The PAF is a presti-
gious institution of Pakistan which, 
by carrying the values of integrity, ex-
cellence, and teamwork, has earned 
exceptional respect. Moreover, the 
training, discipline, air defense oper-
ations, successful self-sufficiency in 
the production of fighter jets and air 
weapons, and readiness in the time 

of need to defend the coun-
try’s air space or to help the 
countrymen in natural di-
sasters and calamities have 
significantly contributed to 
dignity and credibility of 
the institution.

Pakistan Air Force has 
prepared itself for the chal-
lenges of the 21st Century 
during recent years and 
presently fully capable and 
ready to thwart any poten-
tial threat to the country. 
The PAF’s recent successful 
operation in response to 
Indian aggression against 
Pakistan has not only de-
terred the Indian ambi-
tions to establish new 
normal in South Asia, the 

PAKISTAN AIR FORCE
A SYMBOL OF PR IDE  FOR NAT ION

TO BE PREPARED FOR WAR IS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTUAL MEANS OF 
PRESERVING PEACE

Amna Munawwar Awan

Amna Munawwar Awan is President of the Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief
of the Mélange International Magazine,Voice of Melange,

and The Asian Telegraph.
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respect for the institution has also 
increased manifold. The PAF also has 
the honour to train the pilots of sev-
eral countries.

Since 1947, the PAF has main-
tained a unique standard of its read-
iness and operational efficiency 

during peace and wartime as well. 
In the early days, under the leader-
ship of the late Air Marshal (retired) 
Asghar Khan and the late Air Marshal 
(retired) Nur Khan, the PAF was not 
only built as a highly professional 
dynamic Air Power through rigor-
ous and state of the art training of 
its Pilots and aircrews but also set 
clear objectives to achieve high oper-
ational efficiency and air superiority 
against its adversaries in the region. 
This was the result of their sincere 
efforts and farsighted vision that the 
PAF gained air superiority over the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) in the war of 
1965 between Pakistan and India.

The PAF Pilots during the In-

do-Pakistani war of 1965 succeed-
ed to write stories of courage, brav-
ery, and resilience against the much 
more powerful enemy, India. The late 
Air Commodore (retired) Moham-
mad Mahmood Alam made a unique 
record in the history of the world by 
shooting down five (5) Indian Air 
Crafts in less than one minute during 
the Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, all 
five aircraft are Hawker Hunter air-
craft on one sortie on 7 September 
1965. The PAF gained complete ae-
rial superiority over the IAF in the 
1965 war between India and Paki-
stan.

The PAF Pilots have not only 
thwarted the threats at home but also 
made history outside the country. A 
PAF veteran, Squadron Leader Saif-
ul-Azam along with Wisam-ul-Istaq-
lal was awarded 
by Jordan for de-
stroying two Israe-
li Mysteres as they 
were flying for the 
Jordan Air Force 
during the 1967 
Arab-Israel war. 
Mr. Azam was also 
awarded a medal 
of bravery Nawat 
–ul-Shuja by Iraq 
for shooting down 
one Mirage and one 
Vautour aircraft of 
the Israel Air Force, 
while he was repre-
senting the Iraq Air 
Force.

M o r e o v e r , 
Flight Lieutenant 
Sattar Alvi and 
Squadron Lead-
er Arif Manzoor 
shot down an Is-
raeli Mirage and 
they were award-
ed Wisam-e-Faris 
and Wisam-e-Shu-
ja’at by the Jordan 
Air Force. Firing 
his K-13 Air-to-Air 
Missile at the first 
opportunity, he 
shot down the Is-
raeli Mirage. The 
remaining Israe-
li fighters abort-

ed the mission. Pakistan Air Force 
did not lose a single pilot or aircraft 
during this war. On this act of gallant-
ry, he was awarded with Sitar-e-Ju-
ra’t by Government of Pakistan, and 
Wisaam Faris and Wisaam Shujaat 
by Government of Syria. Both these 
pilots were also honored with a Si-
tara-e-Jurat by the Government of 
Pakistan. There was also an excep-
tional pilot, Wing Commander Ha-
meed Anwar, who flew with the RAF 
Black Arrow team with a Pakistani 
flag on its tail.  Mr. Hameed trained 
the pilots of the Jordanian Air Force 
for the war. It is pertinent to mention 
that, for the first time, an Arab shot 
down an Israeli aircraft, and anoth-
er Israeli aircraft was damaged. This 
surprise was given by the students of 
Wing Commander Hameed Anwar.

Since 1947, the PAF has 
maintained a unique 

standard of its readiness 
and operational efficiency 

during peace and war-
time as well. In the early 
days, under the leader-
ship of the late Air Mar-

shal (retired) Asghar Khan 
and the late Air Marshal 
(retired) Nur Khan, the 

PAF was not only built as 
a highly professional dy-
namic Air Power through 
rigorous and state of the 
art training of its Pilots 

and aircrews but also set 
clear objectives to achieve 

high operational effi-
ciency and air superiority 
against its adversaries in 
the region. This was the 
result of their sincere ef-

forts and farsighted vision 
that the PAF gained air 

superiority over the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) in the war 
of 1965 between Pakistan 

and India
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Pakistan - Modernisation of the 
PAF
In pursuit of the PAF’s objective to 
become self-sufficient in the man-
ufacturing of aircraft and air weap-
ons, the PAF established Pakistan 
Aeronautical Complex (PAC) and Air 
Weapons Complex (AWC). The K-8 
Aircrafts and Mushshak Aircraft are 
being developed solely by the PAC. 
Moreover, the JF-17 Thunder is an 
advanced, lightweight, all-weather, 
day/night multi-role fighter aircraft 
that was developed as a joint venture 
between Pakistan Aeronautical Com-
plex (PAC), Kamra, and Chengdu Air-
craft Industry Corporation (CAC) of 
China. Now, the JF-17s are being built 
in the PAC. The AWC has designed 
and developed the air-launched 
cruise missile (ALCM) for the PAF.

The PAF has acquired the state of 
the art warplanes including Mirages 
IIIs and V, F7s, and F-16s in the past, 
now it is planning to buy new aircraft 
like Chinese J-10s in near future meet 
the new challenges. Moreover, The 
PAF, on 30th December 2020, for-
mally announced serial production 
of the most advanced variant of JF-17 
Thunder Block III – a 4.5-generation 
aircraft with far more advanced tech-
nology than IAF’s Rafael jets. There is 
also news circulating on media that 

the Chinese J-11B Jet can be next on 
Pakistan’s shopping list.

Furthermore, the PAF trains pi-
lots of several friendly countries. For 

instance, in the previous year, the pi-
lots of the Azerbaijan Air Force com-
pleted their 2 years Super Mushshak 
& T-37 pilot training program at the 
PAF Academy. These training pro-
grams remarkably strengthen the 
military collaboration between the 
countries. It is also worth mention-
ing that Pakistan has sold JF-17s to 
Nigeria and Myanmar, though there 
is no news of confirmation about the 
delivery yet. Moreover, the Pakistan 
Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Kamra 
has built and exported around 80 
Mushshak aircraft in recent years.  

In many of today’s most serious 
security concerns, Pakistan’s mili-
tary is a key player to ensure the sov-
ereignty of a state.  Under the new 
Chief of Air Staff (CAS) – Air Chief 
Marshal (ACM) Zaheer Ahmad Babar 
Sidhu, Pakistan Air Force (PAF) is 
aiming towards it modernize. Paki-
stan’s currently in active service air-
craft with the PAF are following:

J-10C to help PAF achieve air dom-
inance
Acquisition of J-10 C mark as “a ma-
jor milestone,” making it the more 
modern and capable fighter in the 
Pakistan’s fleet. Pakistan has long 
indicated interest in the sophisti-
cated J-10 as part of its continuing 

attempts to replace its ageing fleet 
of F-7 and Mirages as the Pakistan 
Air Force adapts and modernizes 
its warfighting capabilities. Paki-

stan officially inducts Chinese-built 
J-10C fighter jets in March 2022. In 
a statement, Pakistan’s Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting said: 
“Induction of J-10C aircraft has fur-
ther strengthened PAF as a formida-
ble and potent force well capable of 
defending the aerial frontiers of our 
beloved country. With J-10C ‘Dragon’ 
Omni role fighter in its ranks, PAF 
retains the first shot BVR capability 
while maintaining a qualitative edge 
in the application of Air Power across 
all domains.”

F-16 Fighting Falcon
Pakistan operates around sixty-six 
F-16A/Bs and nineteen F-16C/Ds in 
four active squadrons, including No. 
9 Griffins multi-role squadron in Sar-
godha, the No. 19 Sherdills training 
and air defense squadron at Thatta, 
and the No. 11 Arrows multi-role 
squadron based at Shahbaz near 
Jacobabad. The last base also hosts 
No. 5 Falcons multi-role squadron, 
the only F-16C/D unit. 

Sherdils 
TO TWIRL, POUNCE…POUNCE AND TWIRL…
‘TIS BUT A SCHEME TO KEEP THE BLOOD ON 
THE SWIRL.

Sherdils’. The romantic aura sur-

rounding the PAF Academy aerobat-
ics team is something real and ex-
alting. Made up of instructors of the 
Basic Flying Training (BFT) Wing, 
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‘Sherdils’ seem to be a shade above the squalor of ‘patters and demos’1 
when they take to the air. Any one 
who has seen the ten-minute specta-
cle is bound to agree about one thing 
– it is technically superb and aesthet-
ically pleasing.

The brainchild of an Academy 
instructor, Sqn Ldr Bahar-ul-haq, the 
team was formed on the lines of ‘Red 
Pelicans’, the aerobatics team of RAF 
College, Cranwell where Bahar had 
been on an exchange tour. It was de-
cided to put up a brief show on grad-
uation parades as a demonstration 
of the professional skills of Academy 
instructors.

The T-37 four-shipper first flew 
on the 17th August 1972 after sev-
eral trials of candidate instructors. 
The team was finally formed under 
the tutelage of the famous 1965 War 
hero, Wg Cdr Imtiaz A Bhatti, SJ, the 
then Officer Commanding of BFT 
Wing; other formation members in-
cluded Flt Lt Aamer Ali Sharieff, Flt 
Lt A Rahim Yusufzai and Flt Lt Niaz 
Nabi, the latter becoming a most du-
rable master of the ‘slot’ position. 
The initial performance of the team 
brought instant applause and the 
‘tweety birds’ became the star per-
formers at air displays and firepower 
demonstrations for dignitaries, in-
cluding Heads of State and military 
delegations.

CONCLUSION
Broadly speaking, the PAF has al-
ways maintained preparedness and 
operational readiness during all the 
conflicts, be it full fledge wars like 
1965 and 1971 or misadventures of 
small scale by the enemies of peace 

in the region like Kargil conflict in 
1999, Pak-India border escalation in 
2001, and 2008, Operation Zarb-E-
Azb and Pakistan-India conflict after 
Pulwama incident in February 2019. 
The recent operation by the PAF, Op-
eration Swift Retort, against Indian 
nefarious designs to establish new 
normal in the region also proved the 
PAF’s superiority over the IAF.

In response to India’s so-called 
Balakot airstrike, the PAF launched a 
counter strike which was codenamed 
as “Operation Swift Retort”. The pur-
pose was essential to demonstrate 
Pakistan’s resolve and capability. 
Open spaces in a military garrison 
near Line of Control were selected 
for the bombing to avoid any human 
casualty. The PAF warplanes crossed 
the LOC and bombed the selected 
areas. In retaliation, IAF fighter jets 
tried to chase the PAF warplanes 
and as a result, the two IAF aircraft, 
MiG-21, and SU-30 were shot down 
by the PAF fighter jets. The MiG-21 
pilot Wing Commander Abhinandan 
Varthaman was captured alive but 
later returned to India as a gesture of 
goodwill.

In short, the PAF has been and is 
still a dignified and credible weapon 
of Pakistan’s aerial defense. It has 
always been leading from the front, 
throughout history, in times of war as 
well as peace.  The nation is proud of 
the PAF which hasn’t only succeeded 
to defend Pakistan’s airspace but has 
also risen to be among the most re-
spected air forces of the world. Thus, 
it is rightly stated that “Sleep tight 
because the PAF is awake”.

Acquisition of J-10 
C mark as “a major 

milestone,” making it 
the more modern and 
capable fighter in the 
Pakistan’s fleet. Paki-

stan has long indicated 
interest in the sophisti-
cated J-10 as part of its 
continuing attempts to 
replace its ageing fleet 
of F-7 and Mirages as 
the Pakistan Air Force 

adapts and modernizes 
its warfighting capabil-
ities. Pakistan officially 
inducts Chinese-built 
J-10C fighter jets in 

March 2022. In a state-
ment, Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Information and 
Broadcasting said: “In-

duction of J-10C aircraft 
has further strengthened 
PAF as a formidable and 

potent force well ca-
pable of defending the 
aerial frontiers of our 
beloved country. With 
J-10C ‘Dragon’ Omni 

role fighter in its ranks, 
PAF retains the first shot 

BVR capability while 
maintaining a qualitative 
edge in the application 
of Air Power across all 

domains
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South Asia’s Security landscape 
is comprised of regional com-
petitive strategies that stimu-
late hostile relations and rival-

ries between India and Pakistan due 
to multiple historical and political 
factors. It is ironic that despite hav-
ing two nuclear powers in its vicini-
ty, South Asia cannot project an opti-
mistic image as both these countries 
(India and Pakistan) share unfriend-
ly ties. Bilateral relations of both 
states have been stressed by various 
significant strategic, geopolitical and 
political issues. Various wars and 
limited conflicts have occurred be-
tween both states since 1947. Due to 
the history of deteriorated relations 
and their security concerns, both 
states aim to enhance their conven-
tional and nuclear capabilities and 

undergo military arms production 
and modernization. Therefore, the 
introduction of nuclear weapon ca-
pability is viewed as a critical tool to 
ensure peace and stability as nuclear 
weapons have established strategic 
and deterrence stability in the re-
gion. However, at the same time, the 
nuclear weapon capability has fueled 
the missiles and nuclear arms race. 
India’s quest for sophisticated forc-
es and aims to increase conventional 
and strategic arms can disturb the 
balance of power in the region that 
is considered perilous for regional 
strategic stability and peace. Under 
such dynamics, it is investable to es-
tablish an institutional mechanism 
to reduce the arms race and maintain 
strategic stability. Therefore, Confi-
dence Building Measures (CBMs) are 

viewed as viable solutions to counter 
the growing regional peace and secu-
rity challenges. 

Classifying CBMs: Strategic Con-
cerns, Objectives, and Significance 
Confidence Building Measures 
(CBMs) refer to those actions or pro-
cedures taken to abate tensions be-
tween two or more states. They are 
broadly defined as procedures that 
deal with and avert or resolve doubts 
between states. They mainly intend 
to build trust and avoid escalation of 
hostilities. The main aim of the Confi-
dence Building measures is to diffuse 
tensions and minimize the degree of 
fear and mistrust between the con-
flicting states. These measures aim 
to make the behaviour of the in-
volved parties more predictable, and 

THE DANGER OF WAR
And SignificAnce Of cOnfidence
Building MeASureS Between indiA & PAkiStAn

Asma Khalid

Asma Khalid is Senior Research Associate at the Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor 

of the Melange International Magazine.
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thus suspicion and anxiety amongst 
them are reduced. The CBMs foster 
de-escalation of a conflict by building 
trust between the differing parties. 
“No one can dispute the need and 
relevance of building confidence be-
tween two antagonist parties for the 
resolutions of conflicts.”

Confidence Building Measures 
play an essential part in inculcating 
the notions of security and stability 
in states. Another primary objective 
of the Confidence building is to aid 
the progression toward arms con-
trol and disarmament negotiations. 
CBMs are considered significant to 
reduce apprehension, misinterpreta-
tions, faulty calculations and chances 
of surprise attacks. 

subsequently, arms control is an 
essential component of the confi-
dence-building process. “The theory 
behind CBMs, which were first intro-
duced in the mid-1950, is that they 
provide a propitious atmosphere for 
arms control”. Last but least, anoth-
er important task performed by the 
CBMs is to eradicate the elements 
of concealment and secrecy in mili-
tary-related activities of states. This 
helps distinguish between the genu-
ine and speculative suspicions about 
the intention or risk posed by an ex-
istent and potential adversary. Nev-
ertheless, another critical require-

ment is safeguarding and improving 
the states’ national security rather 
than endangering it.

In emerging dynamics, both 
promising trends and disturbing 
developments awkwardly coexist 
worldwide. It puts forward an am-
biguous landscape with puzzling 
circumstances. So under such a situ-
ation, the political leaders can utilize 
the CBMs to bring out the positive 
and guard against the negative. Due 
to these factors in the prevailing stra-
tegic landscape, Pakistan demands 
nuclear and convention restraints to 
maintain peace among South Asian 
nuclear neighbours.

Types of Confidence Building 
Measures
The nature of the conflict determines 
whether the CBMs should be unilat-
eral, bilateral or multilateral. CBMs 
can be military, diplomatic, political, 
cultural, Economic and they can be 
uniformly functional in conflicts be-
tween, across, and within states.

The steps for confidence-build-
ing at a unilateral level often occur 
at the commencement of more di-
rect contact between the immediate 
conflict parties. However, if success 
is achieved early, the CBMs do not 
become useless later on. Confidence 
building is essential in achieving sus-

tainable resolution once a significant 
political negation starts. The Inter-
national and regional organizations 
play an essential role here, especially 
in issues related to security. A more 
bilateral approach toward confi-
dence-building also comes into play 
at this stage. The parties now are 
better able to make agreements on 
joint initiatives to solve their issues. 
Confidence building is also essential 
when parties move into official, sub-
stantial talks and conclude an agree-
ment.

India-Pakistan Relations and 
CBMs
The history of Pakistan-India’s bilat-
eral relations is full of conflicts and 
crises as many historical and politi-
cal issues have strained the relations. 
In recent years, South Asia’s security 
landscape has become more complex 
due to India’s security policy encom-
passing the use of force to achieve 
larger strategic goals surpassing the 
national defense of regional states. 
Its intention to seek hegemony, uni-
lateral decision over Kashmir in 
August 2019 and expansionism pol-
icy is reflected in its recent military 
escalations. India’s offensive action 
in Balakot exposes its aggressive 
posture to manipulate conventional 
war or missile attack risk. Also, Paki-

Source: IPRI
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stan’s cautions and international re-
ports regarding prospects of India’s 
false flag operations or use of force 
against Pakistan further impose se-
vere repercussions on the regional 
stability. While growing hostility, 
India-Pakistan efforts for the re-
sumption of harmonious relations 
are comprehended as a surprise in 
both countries. However, talks re-
garding the backchannel diplomacy 
among the government officials of 
both states were rejected by Pakistan 
and India. In contrast, prospects of 
backchannel diplomacy and recent 
rapprochement call for formal proce-
dures to abate tensions between two 
nuclear-weapon states. 

Confidence Building Measures 
(CBMs) are formal procedures and 
agreements that would help acceler-
ate the region’s peace process. They 
can be employed to build trust be-
tween India and Pakistan and avert 
the chances of conflict escalation. 
They may include any sign of peace 
initiative in a Bilateral treaty. By ef-
fective restoration of CBMs, both 
states will be able to take their de-
cisions more confidently in a less 
hostile and more stable environ-
ment. The formal dialogue process 
is indispensable to avert or resolve 
doubts to build trust and avoid esca-
lation during a crisis. The CBMs may 
require the states to become more 
transparent and explicit about their 
military and political intent and mili-
tary capabilities. 

Whereas South Asia security 
dynamics highlight that India’s at-
tempts to establish a favourable stra-
tegic environment through offensive 
policies may lead to more friction 
and conflicts that would have criti-
cal implications for peace-building 
efforts or any prospects of CBMs.  
South Asia’s security landscape em-
boldened by the India-US strategic 
partnership, India’s growing mili-
tary modernization, and attempts 
to achieve military superiority are 
vital factors disturbing prospects of 
peaceful co-existence in South Asia. 
India’s attempts to establish escala-
tion dominance in 2019, its policy 
of military assertiveness in the re-
gion and actions driven by domes-
tic political objectives put forward a 
complex situation for the developing 

communication channels or future of 
CBMs.  

Subsequently, various factors 
create hurdles in establishing ef-
fective nuclear CBMs in South Asia. 
Most significantly, the trust defi-
cit between India and Pakistan is 
the greatest obstacle to these for-
mal communication links. Although 
CBMs provide the atmosphere for 
improving inter-State relations and 
establishing trust between adversar-
ial states, some level of trust is even 

necessary before CBMs can be nego-
tiated. Hence, a limited level of con-
fidence is an essential prerequisite 
for effectively pursuing the CBMs. 
In the light of their past experienc-
es, states remain dubious of each 
other’s intentions and thus shape 
their policies accordingly. Secondly, 
the territorial disputes in Kashmir, 
Siachen and Sir Creek also limit the 
effectiveness of CBMs between India 
and Pakistan. Significantly India’s 

abrogation of Article 370 and 35A 
to end Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir’s autonomy, the introduction of 
New Domicile laws further enhanc-
es the instability between the states 
and disturbs the normalization pro-
cess. The water issue between both 
countries also plays a major role in 
this respect. Despite signing various 
agreements, they still face problems 
settling their issues in the water sec-
tor. This further adds to the doubts 
regarding the future of any previous 
or ongoing agreements signed be-
tween them. Another obstacle is that 
India’s recent military moderniza-
tion programme has also triggered 
an arms race in the region. 

Additionally, India’s develop-
ment and deployment of missiles 
have the potential to impact the com-
plex geometry of deterrence, arms 
control, and crisis stability in the re-
gion. India’s growing capabilities and 
shifting nuclear policies can have a 
ripple effect on the region, especial-
ly Pakistan. Indigenously developed 
Prithvi-II, supersonic cruise missile 
BrahMos, NGARM and nuclear-ca-
pable Shaurya missiles are intended 
to launch pre-emptive counterforce 
strikes. The missiles seem to result 
in deterrence and crisis instabili-
ty while increasing the arms race 
among nuclear adversaries. Above 
mentioned missiles may tangle the 
defender state in a “use them or 
lose them dilemma” to maintain the 
heightened readiness concerning the 
recent reinterpretation of India’s no-
first-use (NFU) policy.

Subsequently, India joined the 
hypersonic missile race with the suc-
cessful testing of HSDTV on Septem-
ber 7, 2020. The HSDTV technology 
will assist India in developing a hy-
personic missile, BrahMos-II. There-
fore, New Delhi’s quest to develop 
sophisticated missiles, production of 
conventional and strategic forces and 
ambiguous nuclear policies are likely 
to undermine already fragile region-
al stability. India’s offensive posture 
calls for Pakistan’s counter-strategy 
to ensure its security and maintain 
force balance against India. To count-
er India’s aggressive designs, Paki-
stan has a Full Spectrum Deterrence. 
Along with it, Pakistan’s short-range 
Nasr, Medium-range Ballistic Mis-

Primarily, India should 
understand the obligation 
of being a nuclear weapon 
state instead of following 
the “ambiguous offensive 
strategies” in its nuclear 

doctrine. In this regard, the 
establishment of Pakistan’s 
proposed Strategic Restraint 
Regime (SRR) is significant 
due to its three intercon-
necting elements: First, 

nuclear restraint to maintain 
deterrence stability; second, 
conventional arms balance; 
third, for conflict prevention 

and conflict resolution. A 
Strategic Restraint Regime 

would help maintain strate-
gic and deterrence stability 
and accelerate the peace 
process in the region. It 

could be employed to build 
trust and avert the chances 
of escalation. By effective 

implementation of strategic 
restraints, both states will be 
able to make their decisions 
more confidently in a less 
hostile and more stable 

environment
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sile (MRBM) Ababeel equipped with 
Multiple Independently-targetable 
Re-entry Vehicles (MIRV) technolo-
gy, and nuclear-capable Submarine 
Launched Cruise Missile (SLCM) Ba-
bur. 

Subsequently, recent months 
have witnessed multiple headlines 
announcing ceasefire at the Line of 
Control (LoC), resumption of bilat-
eral trade and Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s de-escalation at-
tempts by sending a goodwill letter 
to Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. Given the heightened state of 
bilateral tension in the wake of In-
dia’s August 5, 2019, decision and 
the Balakot-Pulwama crisis, the ex-
change of messages between Paki-
stan’s and Indian Prime Minister can 
be viewed as an attempt to dial down 
hostilities and revival of bilateral ties. 

Pakistan’s officials’ statements in 
the past also reflect Pakistan’s desire 
to maintain peaceful relations. Paki-
stan’s Army Chief Gen Qamar Bajwa 
stated on February 02, 2021 stated, 
“It is time to extend the hand of peace 
in all directions.” Along with discuss-
ing the ideals of mutual respect and 
peaceful co-existence, Pakistan’s 
Army Chief Gen Qamar Bajwa em-
phasized on the peaceful resolution 
of the Kashmir conflict according to 
the wishes of the Kashmiri peoples. 
Pakistan’s Former Prime Minister, 
Imran Khan, also highlighted the sig-
nificance of peace in response to the 

Indian counterpart’s letter. For Pa-
kistan, “Kashmir remains central to 
meaningful engagement”, stated on 
several occasions by Pakistan’s po-
litical government. The statements 
of government and military officials 
highlight Pakistan’s desire to resolve 
the Kashmir conflict and create dura-
ble peace in the region.

Conclusion and Waf Forward
Based on the above analysis, it can 
be derived that for the maintenance 
of peace in South Asia, harmony 
between India and Pakistan is in-
dispensable for regional stability. 
Trust rests on the Confidence Build-
ing Measures (CBMs) that the two 
countries need to impart to develop 
a relationship that yields optimism 
and harmony. Moreover, the recent 
missile crisis highlights that nuclear 
CBMs are the most vital measures to 
be given utmost importance. Though 
India and Pakistan initiated the pro-
cess of confidence-building about 
the nuclear weapons capability in 
1988 by signing the first nuclear 
CBM, the results have not been as 
prolific as expected. Unfortunately, 
the history of CBMs in South Asia is 
not very remarkable. The course of 
negotiation has remained very slow. 
This could be attributed to several 
stifles like trust deficit, Kashmir is-
sues, India’s offensive action, Indian 
domestic politics and the rise of Hin-
du nationalism. The ongoing dynam-

ics and new government in Pakistan 
highlight hope for the formal peace 
process between India and Paki-
stan; however, even small steps such 
as the restoration of the ceasefire 
agreement and the opening of com-
munication lines among DGMOs at 
the LoC have opened the window of 
hopes for both states.

Both nuclear rivals have signed 
various bilateral military and 
non-military confidence measures, 
most notably the yearly exchange of 
lists of nuclear facilities and Oper-
ationalization of Director Generals 
Military Operations (DGMOs) ho-
tlines. However, emerging region-
al and global landscape trends are 
demanding to shift the focus from 
offensive traditional security mea-
sures. Primarily, India should un-
derstand the obligation of being 
a nuclear weapon state instead of 
following the “ambiguous offensive 
strategies” in its nuclear doctrine. In 
this regard, the establishment of Pa-
kistan’s proposed Strategic Restraint 
Regime (SRR) is significant due to 
its three interconnecting elements: 
First, nuclear restraint to maintain 
deterrence stability; second, con-
ventional arms balance; third, for 
conflict prevention and conflict res-
olution. A Strategic Restraint Regime 
would help maintain strategic and 
deterrence stability and accelerate 
the peace process in the region. It 
could be employed to build trust and 
avert the chances of escalation. By 
effective implementation of strategic 
restraints, both states will be able 
to make their decisions more confi-
dently in a less hostile and more sta-
ble environment. 

Also, opportunities such as the 
exchange the lists of nuclear facili-
ties every year, the operationaliza-
tion of DGMOs hotlines, and the ex-
change of greetings between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and his Pa-
kistani counterpart Shahbaz Sharif 
can be dubbed as a light at the end 
of the tunnel. Nevertheless, it is the 
right time for India-Pakistan to uti-
lize these opportunities to initiate 
formal dialogue to evade misunder-
standings, assist states in preventing 
crises and maintain peace.
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Being proactive, unapologetic, 
pragmatic and introspective 
is need of hour for Pakistan’s 
policy making & governance” 

was stated by Former National Se-
curity Adviser of Pakistan Dr. Moeed 
Yusuf at the second iteration of Is-
lamabad Security Dialogue (ISD). 
The two-day hybrid event was held 
on 1st & 2nd April, 2022 under the 
aegis of National Security Division 
(NSD) at Pak-China Friendship Cen-
ter, Islamabad. 

ISD desired to place Pakistan as 
a leading voice in terms of debates 
and discussions on national and in-
ternational security. It aims to rein-
force the need for regional coopera-
tion to collectively deal with existing 
and emerging challenges in a rapidly 
changing and contested security en-
vironment. This year’s theme “Com-
prehensive Security: Reimagining 
International Cooperation” was an 
effort to present Pakistan as a coun-
try that is dedicated and willing to 
partner with everybody in peace and 
cooperation, but not wanted to be-
come part of any camp or contesta-
tion and being dragged into conflicts 
that are not of our making. Pakistan 
through this forum desired to pres-
ent its narrative, perspective, and 
line of action.  

Former Prime Minister Imran 
Khan inaugurated ISD 2022 on 1st 
April, 2022. He shared his views that 
“He envisions Pakistan as a welfare 
country with rule of law, inclusive 
growth and an independent foreign 

policy where common people’s inter-
ests are prioritized.” Similarly, COAS 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa also stat-
ed the significance of making a shift 
towards geo-economics without 
compromising core geopolitical in-
terests. He was of the view that “Pa-
kistan’s pivot towards geo-econom-
ics will enable Pakistan to strengthen 
its defense as arms and tanks solely 
cannot adequately protect the na-
tion.”  This shows that our political 
and military leadership thinks along 
the lines of a similar national securi-
ty apparatus. 

The second edition of ISD had 
seven sessions. The first session was 
“Leveraging Geo-Economics Through 
Growth and Connectivity”. The es-
teemed panelists included Shamshad 
Akhtar, Ishrat Husain, Peter Franko-
pan from England, Andrew Small 
from Germany, Lin Minwang from 
China, and Yvan De Mesmaeker from 
Belgium. Panelists at ISD shared 

their views that connectivity is poor 
across South Asia because it has ex-
tensive geopolitical dimension. They 
shared that countries across South 
Asia must understands that inward 
looking and self-reliance policies 
do not help any country in develop-
ment. Connectivity and cooperation 
have always been the key features in 
the development of the region. Sus-
picion and mistrust between states 
must be handled through effective 
engagement and dialogue. Pakistan 
and regional countries need a ho-
listic approach to change the narra-
tive of geo-political contestation to 
geo-economic cooperation. 

The highlight of ISD 2022 was 
National Security Adviser’s (NSA) 
forum. Serving National Security 
Advisers from China, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Qatar, Sau-
di Arabia (delivered through Saudi 
Ambassador), and Turkey virtually 

islamabad sEcurity dialoguE 
Shaping the Future

Muhammad Abu Baker
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Conference Manager for Islamabad Security Dialogue

at the Prime Minister’s Office.
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participated in security dialogue and 
shared their perspectives on Asian 
security. They focused on tradition-
al and non-traditional challenges 
like Covid-19, food security, Ukraine 
crisis, instability in Afghanistan, Ter-
rorism, External influence & interfer-
ences, cyber threats, strategic rivalry 
between the US and China, return of 
Cold War rhetoric, and role of energy 
politics. They all vowed to promote 
and work together to ensure securi-
ty & stability in Asia and positively 
endorsed the role of multilateral fo-
rums like UN to protect and defend 
the legitimate security interests of 
countries. 

The other important session 
was “Challenges to International 
Security”. Former Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi delivered a 
keynote speech followed by a mes-
sage delivered on behalf of the Sec-
retary-General by Mr. Julien Harneis. 
The high level panel included Teh-
mina Janjua former foreign secre-
tary, Zalmay Khalilzad from the US, 
Fu Xiaoqiang from China, Pravin 
Sawhney from India, and Wakana 
Mukai from Japan. They shared their 
thoughts that the Asian region at 
present moment is under great stress 
due to ongoing tussle between the US 

and China. The revival of Quad, sign-
ing of AUKUS, multilateral exercises, 
and upholding so-called Indo-Pacific 
strategy has created great divisions 
in this region.

 Panelists at ISD consider pursuit 
of one’s own security at the expense 
of other states as a fruitless approach 
and views division of international 
community a very serious issue for 
globalization. They expressed their 
serious concern over weaponization 
of Cyber space & Artificial Intelli-
gence, the introduction of destabi-
lizing weapons systems, offensive 
doctrines, and military mis-adven-
turism. They recommended that to 
overcome these existing and emerg-
ing challenges, states must pursue 
path of peaceful co-existence based 
on mutual trust.

The session “Navigating Disin-
formation and Discourse in the In-
formation Age” showed Pakistan’s 
convening power. Pakistan attracted 
analysts and journalists from differ-
ent countries having different world 
views. Shane Harris from the US, Liu 
Xin from China, Karan Thapar from 
India, Oksana Boyko from Russia, 
Javed Jabbar and  Hussain Nadim 
from Pakistan participated in it to 
focus on the challenges and oppor-
tunities the modern communica-
tions means have for both states and 
individuals. Panelists shared their 
valuable insights that Disinforma-

tion damages and undermines the 
credibility of institutions and indi-
viduals. They recommended a global 
consensus on regulation of informa-
tion to be developed to deal with this 
emerging challenge. 

The other most important ses-
sion was “Evolving Challenges and 
opportunities in International Law”. 
Judge Raul Pangalangan from Phil-
ippines delivered keynote address, 
other panelists include Hurst Han-
num from the US, Kubo Macak from 
Switzerland, Toby Landau from Sin-
gapore, James Kraska from the US, 
Danae Azaria from England, and 
Ahmed Irfan from Pakistan. Panelists 
discussed self-determination, hu-
man rights, cyber warfare, maritime 
security law, state silence and its im-
pact on development of law and in-
ternational arbitration. 

The last session was “Citizen Cen-
tric National Security Policy” where 
five advisory board think tanks pre-
sented the findings of roundtables 
on broader themes of National Se-
curity Policy and discussants further 
dwelled on the subject. 

The ISD was designed to inte-
grate a mix of intellectuals and offi-
cials to have a comprehensive anal-
ysis of evolving global and regional 
challenges. In my point of view, it has 
positively bridged multi-stakehold-
ers and people who are close to the 
corridors of power. 

The second edition of ISD
had seven sessions. The 

first session was “Leverag-
ing Geo-Economics Through 
Growth and Connectivity”. 

The esteemed panelists at ISD 
shared their views that connec-
tivity is poor across South Asia 

because it has extensive geopo-
litical dimension. They shared 

that countries across South Asia 
must understands that inward 
looking and self-reliance poli-
cies do not help any country in 
development. Connectivity and 
cooperation have always been 
the key features in the develop-
ment of the region. Suspicion 
and mistrust between states 

must be handled through effec-
tive engagement and

dialogue



16 / Melange  May 2022

Editor’s Choice 

Amid intensifying geopolit-
ical intrigue, Afghanistan 
presents a dismal picture 
with looming humanitarian 

challenges. Approximately 23 mil-
lion people are in a state of human-
itarian emergency. The economic 
situation is not the only problem that 
people of the Afghanistan are facing 
today,but it is one of the most urgent 
problems, and above all, one where 
the immediate action is required and 
must be taken quickly. The larger 
crisis that is looming the danger of a 
complete economic collapse. Cash is 
needed to revive the economy to pay 
salaries, restore small businesses, 
and revive the banking system. The 

establishment of the United Nations’ 
Special Trust Fund is not sufficient 
to address economic crisis. Similar 
mechanisms will be set up quickly to 
scale up money flow and stabilize the 
Afghan economy. Thus, the plethora 
of crises pose unprecedent challeng-
es to the human security. 

 As the matter of fact, the conse-
quences of a major humanitarian cri-
sis and economic collapse in Afghan-
istan will be horrendous; massive 
human suffering, the outflow of mil-
lions of additional Afghan refugees, 
the likelihood of chaos and further 
conflict and reinforcement of Daesh 
and other terrorist groups. When 
the millions of Afghan refugees start 

flowing across our borders, as Paki-
stan is already hosting approximate-
ly 4 million Afghan refugees, will not 
be able to accommodate more, they 
will have to go elsewhere. These are 
consequences that requires imme-
diate attention of the international 
community.

 Although, on its part, Pakistan 
supported the humanitarian efforts 
in Afghanistan in several ways, in-
cluding by facilitating the evacuation 
and relocation of international staff 
and establishing a humanitarian cor-
ridor to deliver relief goods through 
air and land routes. Indeed, Pakistan 
is playing a positive role and pro-
vided$30 million assistance for the 

REDEFINING THE TRAJECTORY OF PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY OF AFGHANISTAN:

a Way ForWard
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development of Afghanistan. Wheat, 
rice, emergency medical supplies 
and other essential items were sent 
to Afghanistan. It has also lifted du-
ties on imports of Afghan commodi-
ties. Furthermore, facilitating transit 
trade; providing essential medicines, 
refurbishing Afghan hospitals. Paki-
stan is also facilitating the WFP’s de-
livery of 10,000 tons of wheat flour, 
and a humanitarian air service has 
been set up – an air bridge – between 
Islamabad and Kabul.

During the recent visit of the 
acting Foreign Minister of the Kabul 
authorities, accompanied by the act-
ing Finance, Trade and Aviation Min-
isters to Islamabad, Pakistan agreed 
to provide training for doctors, nurs-
es and paramedics, in ATC, aviation 
safety and other fields, and other 
steps to help stabilize Afghanistan’s 
economic governance.

Pakistan has also taken concrete 
steps towards Afghan stability. It 
also initiated the platform of the six 
neighboring countries plus Russia 
which has met twice and will meet 
again early next year in China. The 
aim is to promote a regional con-
sensus on steps to normalize the 
situation in Afghanistan, especially 
through economic integration and 
connectivity.

Pakistan had already reaffirmed 
the importance of combating terror-
ism in Afghanistan and in ensuring 
that the territory of Afghanistan is 
not used a platform or a safe-haven 
by any terrorist group or organiza-
tion.

As far as global institutional en-
gagement is concerned, Pakistan in-
strumented key diplomatic engage-
ments for the economic packages, 
averting humanitarian and refugee’s 
crisis with multinational forums 

such as SCO, World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), Asian 
Development Bank, European Union 
(EU), Organization for Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC).

During annual Commonwealth 
Foreign Affairs Ministers meeting, 
Pakistan also urged the internation-
al community to avoid the mistake 
of abandoning Afghanistan, adopt a 
pragmatic approach, and sustain en-
gagement. At this critical juncture, 
the Afghan nation must be helped to 

walk firmly along the path of peace, 
progress, and prosperity.

To address the security con-
cerns, the Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI) head visit Afghanistan, CIA’s 
chief visit to Pakistan and multina-
tional: Pakistan China, Iran, Uzbeki-
stan, Tajikistan Turkmenistan, and 
Russian intelligence heads gather-
ing is another vital development for 
Afghanistan, and regional security 
dynamics. Henceforth, it can be ar-
gued that Pakistan’s stance, efforts 
and engagement for Afghanistan 
show rational intent and contribu-
tions for Afghanistan’s stability and 
sustainable progress. However, the 
aforementioned policy imperatives 
are reductionist strategies that may 
settle the dust, somehow in larger 
canvas, Afghanistan’s situation de-
mands a broad-band and farfetched 
policy model from Islamabad. For 
those Policymakers and stakeholder 
have to introspect the pre-existing 
strategic and policy manual, fur-
ther revamping would benefit Paki-
stan, and region. In account of this, 
a re-oriented multilayered approach 
that can preserve the national inter-
est and secure positive sum gains for 
Afghanistan is vitally essential.

The role of Pakistan is vital for 
timely structuring and mediating a 
strategic regional support package 
for Afghanistan, in this regard, Paki-
stan can engage the Middle Eastern 
states and other allies such as Chi-
na, Russia and Turkey to provide 
Afghanistan with much-needed eco-
nomic relief.

Regional financial institutions 
such as the Asian Infrastructure De-
velopment Bank, Asian Development 
Bank, BRICS Bank, and Islamic De-
velopment Bank hold a significant 
amount of liquidity. Pakistan should 

The current administra-
tion needs to generate 
trust and predictability 
so that all Afghans can 
participate in the econ-
omy without fear, and 

that Afghans with money 
to invest can do so with 
confidence. A wider a 

process of national recon-
ciliation and the creation 

of durable institutions 
of consultation would 

generate greater confi-
dence in Afghanistan’s 

future and make it easier 
for Afghans abroad to 
heed the calls to return 

to their country and help 
rebuild it. A more explicit 
commitment to enforce 

the statements of amnesty 
would also help. These 

measures would not only 
be highly beneficial for 
Afghanistan’s economic 

well-being, they would si-
multaneously significantly 

improve Afghanistan’s 
relationship with the rest 

of the world
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initiate diplomatic maneuverings for 
the “humanitarian assistance pack-
age” loans schemes for Afghanistan 
to avert the chances of sudden eco-
nomic collapse that may push the 
state into civil warfare.

Pakistan must take multilateral 
initiatives for convening SCO ses-
sions to discuss the Afghanistan situ-
ation. As out of 150 ethnic groups liv-
ing in the SCO region, around 30 live 
in Afghanistan; therefore, SCO has a 
vital role to play for conflict reconcil-
iation, development, building confi-
dence and trust; and developing em-
pathy among indigenous groups. 

As further improvisation, a ded-
icated fund could be held for the re-
construction and development of the 
war-torn nation. Projects like Pesha-
war to Kabul motorway and value 
addition to Afghan fruits and vege-
tables in Rashakai Economic Zone 
could be started immediately.

With the new regime’s stability 
and confidence, the private investors 
will start coming back, and the con-
tribution of internal revenue gener-
ation will increase. The security sit-
uation in Afghanistan will remain the 
key factor in providing safe passage 

for transit trade, regional connectivi-
ty, and mineral development. In long 
term policy, efforts should be made 
to further strengthen the efficacy of 
the border management regime and 
contingency plans should be taken 
to ensure internal security to tackle 

the evolving security situation along 
the Pak-Afghan border. Security es-
tablishment must formulate a mech-
anism (covert/overt) through utility 
bargaining chips to address domes-
tic security concerns, stemming from 
threats from Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan, Islamic State Khorasan Prov-
ince (ISKP), and other outfits across 
the border.

 Nevertheless, the government 
has also reaffirmed assurances in all 
formats that Afghanistan’s soil will 
not be used against any country and 
take effective action against Daesh/
IS-K. It has sought assistance in coun-
tering the menace of drug trafficking. 
It has also called for unfreezing of Af-
ghanistan’s assets. This would be the 
best affirmation of solidarity with the 
people of Afghanistan. Unfortunately, 
there are some in our region who, for 
narrow national reasons, continue 
to play the role of a “spoiler” in Af-
ghanistan. They are still involved in 
schemes to destabilize Afghanistan. 
They must be isolated and exposed.

The process of engagement with 
the interim government in Kabul has 
produced progress toward the objec-
tives and expectations of the interna-
tional community. It should be con-
tinued and intensified. Through such 
further engagement and dialogue 
– rather than coercion – the interna-
tional community will be able to ad-
vance its desire for an inclusive gov-
ernment, respect for human rights, 
especially the rights of women, and 

effective counter-terrorism. While 
pressing its concerns, the interna-
tional community must also remain 
realistic and responsive to Afghan-
istan’s humanitarian and economic 
needs, its cultural and historical cir-
cumstances. A roadmap that would 
lead eventually to international ac-
ceptance and eventual recognition 
and representation of the new gov-
ernment at the United Nations must 
be formulated.

After 40 years, there is an op-
portunity for peace throughout Af-
ghanistan and the opportunity to 
root out terrorism from there. This 
opportunity must not be lost at the 
altar of ego, revenge or disappoint-
ment, much less allowed to be sabo-
taged by those who see the personal 
or strategic gain in continued conflict 
and chaos in Afghanistan.

There is no doubt that, without 
humanitarian assistance, chaos and 
renewed conflict could return to 
Afghanistan with an exodus of refu-
gees and an escalation of a terrorist 
threat.

The international community 
should continue and enhance its en-
gagement with the new Government 
in Afghanistan utilizing all available 
formats – the Extended Troika, the 
six neighbor’s neighbor’s platform, 
the OIC, and other multilateral and 
bilateral consultations, such as those 
convened by Norway earlier this 
week in Oslo.

It is only through dialogue, it is 

After 40 years, there is 
an opportunity for peace 
throughout Afghanistan 
and opportunity to root 

out terrorism from there. 
This opportunity must not 
be lost at the altar of ego, 

revenge or disappointment, 
much less allowed to be 

sabotaged by those who see 
personal or strategic gain in 
continued conflict and cha-
os in Afghanistan. Coercion 
is not the road to peace in 

Afghanistan. It has not been 
in the past 20 years and it 

will not be in the future
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only through consultations and mu-
tual persuasion that will be able to 
achieve agreed outcomes. Coercion 
is not the road to peace in Afghan-
istan. It has not been in the past 20 
years and it will not be in the future.

To stabilize Afghanistan, This 
should incorporate the expectations 
of the international community – 
for inclusivity, human and women’s 
rights and counter-terrorism – as 
well as the expectations that have 
been voiced by the interim Afghan 
Government – for economic and fi-
nancial support, an end to sanctions 
and eventual recognition.

Yet even with all of this, efforts 
are insufficient compared to the 
needs. Humanitarian aid cannot re-
place a functioning economy, and 
that’s what we are here to talk about 
today. The measures we are putting 
in place to increase liquidity cannot 
replace a properly functioning Cen-
tral Bank. Pertinent to mention that 
focus is   still addressing the crisis 
rather than the root causes of the 
crisis, of which I will suggest three. 
First, Afghanistan’s longstanding de-
pendency on international donors 
which created the vulnerabilities 
we have seen when donor funding 

abruptly stopped. Second, Afghani-
stan’s longstanding under-develop-
ment had been consistently blocked 
and undermined by four decades of 
conflict. Third, the most immediate 
challenge, the unresolved status of 
Afghanistan’s current situation with 
the rest of the world.

These root causes can only be 
addressed if the economy is seen not 
as an isolated issue but as an integral 
element of a process of national and 
international reconciliation. Indeed, 
economic progress, diversity and 
inclusion, human rights, and equal-
ity between all citizens, are closely 
connected. Economic growth stems 
from innovation, which requires ed-
ucation for all, creativity, technical 
capacity, and using the diversity and 
talents of the entire population. Spe-
cial mention must be made here of 
the women and girls who represent 
half of the population and, as coun-
tries around the world have learned, 
are critical for economic prosperity. 
In addition, the current adminis-
tration needs to generate trust and 
predictability so that all Afghans can 
participate in the economy without 
fear, and that Afghans with money 
to invest can do so with confidence. 

A wider a process of national recon-
ciliation and the creation of durable 
institutions of consultation would 
generate greater confidence in Af-
ghanistan’s future and make it eas-
ier for Afghans abroad to heed the 
calls to return to their country and 
help rebuild it. A more explicit com-
mitment to enforce the statements 
of amnesty would also help. These 
measures would not only be highly 
beneficial for Afghanistan’s econom-
ic well-being, they would simultane-
ously significantly improve Afghan-
istan’s relationship with the rest of 
the world.

In the long term there are great 
opportunities for Afghanistan that 
arise from the cessation of the con-
flict. But succeeding in these pri-
orities demands the creation of an 
enabling, peaceful and stable policy 
environment, which will generate 
trust amongst the Afghan population 
in the future of the country and their 
place in it. The government should 
devote its total energies on this goal, 
which will in addition give donors, 
neighbors, and investors’ confidence 
in a brighter Afghan future.
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Contemporary geostrategic 
environment is in a state of 
flux due to intervening of 
geo-politics and geo-econom-

ics mainly enabled by transforming 
global order and growing regional 
interdependencies. South Asian re-
gion, where two nuclear powers have 
antagonist postures with history of 
conflicts and confrontation, has been 
particularly affected by these chang-
es. Recent developments in Afghan-
istan and Asia Pacific region along 
with growing Indian military-strate-
gic partnerships with various coun-
tries have further accentuated the 
instability of the region. The 
emerging regional environ-
ment also leverages our ad-
versary an opportunity to 
further its regional am-
bitions to become a net 
security provider and 
regional power. Under 
such impression, In-
dian unilateral desire 
of arms-race coupled 
by enormous military 
spending, especially 
in non-contact war-
fare, Ballistic Missile 
Defence, Hypersonic 
technology, Artificial In-
telligence, Drones and ac-
quisition of modern jets is a 
recipe for critical security di-
lemma in the region. Particular-
ly, post Pulwama embarrassment 
suffered during Operation Swift Re-
tort has hastened Indian military ac-

quisitions including Rafael and S-400 
systems. 

Pakistan has always believed 
in peaceful co-existence and co-
operation with all neighbours for 
mutual progress and friendship. 
However, instability of region and 
Pakistan-specific aggressive designs 
of our Eastern neighbour are serious 
concerns for the national security. 
With current capabilities, Pakistani 
Armed Forces are fully capable to 
e n s u r e the de-

fence of country against any aggres-
sion. Without embroiling into any 
arms race, Pakistan Air Force has 
always believed in its moderniza-
tion along with maintenance of high-
est standards of values, leadership 
and training to meet any challenge. 
Pakistan is also fully aware of the 
need of Air Defense of the country 
in the backdrop of Indian largescale 
military acquisitions, especially by 
Indian Air Force. Despite economic 
challenges posed by covid-19 pan-
demic, Govt. of Pakistan believed in 
primacy of Air Power and decided to 

equip PAF with cutting edge, mod-
ern, state-of-the-art capability 

in the shape of J-10C aircraft 
to counterbalance growing 

asymmetry and ensure air 
defence of Pakistan.

J-10C is a 4.5+ Gen-
eration, ultra-modern, 
omni-role fighter air-
craft enabled with 
long range first-shot 
BVR capability which 
would offset any 
fighter capability pos-
sessed by our adver-

sary. Equipped with 
latest avionics such as 

modern AESA Radar, In-
tegrated EW suite, Infor-

mationized fused sensor 
systems as well as capabili-

ty to carry variety of modern 
weapons, the aircraft is capable to 

deny enemy’s advantage in the do-
mains of air, land and sea. Owing to 

PaKistaN air ForcE
d a W N  o F  a  N E W  E r a

Muhammad Bahroni

Group Captain Muhammad Bahroni is spokes person of 
Pakistan Airforce.
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its excellent performance in all fight 
regimes and altitudes, matchless ma-
neuverability and advance integrat-
ed Electronic Warfare Suite; the air-
craft can take-on any contemporary 
aerial and ground threats with a high 
degree of assurance.

Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pa-
kistan Air Force, after assuming com-
mand on 21 March, 2021embarked 

on the journey of modernizing PAF 
at fast pace. Visualizing smart acqui-
sitions as a way forward, he immedi-
ately sought approval of Former Govt 
of Pakistan and Prime Minister for 
the acquisition of a 4.5+ generation 
fighter aircraft with state-of-the-art 
avionics and weapons. The J-10C air-
craft owing to its exclusive capabili-
ties was selected to act as a front-line 
fighter for Pakistan Air Force and 
thus PAF became the first air force to 
induct this modern fighter in its fleet 
after PLAAF. Govt. of Pakistan, realiz-
ing the emerging geostrategic envi-
ronment, ensured the availability of 
this capability through tremendous 
cooperation of our tested and all-
time friend, China. Owing to vigorous 
engagement by leadership of PAF, a 
strategic framework was signed on 
21 April 2021 which was followed 
by an immediate visit of PAF team to 

China. The contract for the acquisi-
tion of the J-10C weapon system was 
signed with Chinese OEM o n25 June 
2021 which included provision of the 
jets and associated weaponry along 
with initial training of the air and 
ground crew. Owning to visionary 
leadership, energetic team, immense 
cooperation, coordination and col-
laboration from china, availability of 
the aircraft was made possible with-
in record time of 08 months which is 
truly unprecedented. Immense and 
earnest support of the Chinese Govt 
played a pivotal role in timely pro-
duction of aircraft and training of 
PAF air & ground crew. No doubt that 
the contract and subsequent delivery 
of aircraft in March 2022 could not 
have been achieved without support 
and patronage of Former Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan, H.E Mr. Imran Khan. 
The acquisition of J-10C aircraft is a 
strategic milestone for PAF and will 
go a long way in enhancing PAF’s ca-
pability to ensure impregnable de-
fence of arial frontiers of Pakistan. 

March 11, 2022 was a momen-
tous day for Pakistan Air Force as 
J-10C fighter aircraft was formally 
inducted in the fleet of Pakistan Air 
Force. To mark this historic event, 
a ceremony was held at an opera-
tional air base of PAF. Former Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, His Excellency 
Mr. Imran Khan was the Chief Guest 
at the occasion. On his arrival, the 

Chief Guest was received by Air Chief 
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, 
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air 
Force. The chief guest was presented 
guard of honour by a smartly turned 
out contingent of Pakistan Air Force.

Terming it as a historical occa-
sion the Air Chief said “the advance-
ment in space, electronic warfare, cy-
ber, niche technologies coupled with 
artificial intelligence had profoundly 
affected the traditional environment 
of national security. In order to pro-
vide safe and secure environment to 
a national mission against all threats, 
the armed forces of Pakistan con-
tinue to synergize their efforts by 
bridging capability gaps through 
timely induction programs. Consid-
ering modern parameters of war-
fare, induction of J-10C aircraft into 
Pakistan arsenal was result of one 
such combined effort which mer-
its profound appreciation.” The Air 
Chief acknowledged the outstanding 
support which the PAF received from 
the Government of Pakistan despite 
challenges and Covid pandemic. The 
Air Chief further said that achieve-
ment of this important milestone 
could not have been possible without 
the kind patronage of Former Prime 
Minister of Pakistan which enabled 
PAF to induct this state of the art 
weapon system in a short span of 08 
months. 

In his speech the Air Chief also 

Pakistan has always believed 
in peaceful co-existence and 
cooperation with all neigh-

bours for mutual progress and 
friendship. However, instability 

of region and Pakistan-spe-
cific aggressive designs of our 
Eastern neighbour are seri-

ous concerns for the national 
security. With current capabil-
ities, Pakistani Armed Forces 
are fully capable to ensure 

the defence of country against 
any aggression. Without em-
broiling into any arms race, 

Pakistan Air Force has always 
believed in its modernization 
along with maintenance of 
highest standards of values, 
leadership and training to 

meet any challenge
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made a special mention of the all-
out support of COAS and said that 
all ranks and pilots of PAF admire 

his vision and personal involvement 
to see the manifestation of the J-10C 
project. He further said that the cer-
emony was a testimony to the strong 
partnership between two brothers, 

Pakistan and China. Our commit-
ment to work together in multiple 
domains is undoubtedly significant 
to ensure peace and stability in the 
region. He commended the dedica-
tion and professionalism of the en-
tire team for successful induction of 
the weapon system in a record time 
despite several challenges.”Talking of 
the capabilities of the newly induct-
ed aircraft the Air Chief said “J-10C 
aircraft is equipped with modern 
state of the art avionics suite and ad-
vance cockpit layout. The capability 
to carry number of Air to Air and Air 
to Ground / Sea weapons makes it a 
formidable fighter jet. Integration of 
a potent BVR missile further makes it 
a versatile fighter aircraft in today’s 

air battle arena. Induction of J-10C 
aircraft in PAF is a major milestone 
which would boost operational capa-
bilities of Pakistan Air Force.”

While addressing the audience, 
the Former Prime Minister Mr. Imran 
Khan congratulated the whole nation 
and said, “Nearly forty years after 
the arrival of the F-16s, the induc-
tion of these aircraft is a major step. 
On behalf of the Pakistani nation, I 
would like to send a message to our 
Armed Forces that we are proud that 
our Armed Forces can defend us. 
We have fought a very difficult war 
against terrorism. Our Armed Forces 
and the people fought this war and 
showed the whole world that this is 
the country that can protect itself. Af-
ter today’s event, I have gained more 
confidence that no one can put any 
kind of pressure on us. We will do ev-
erything possible to strengthen our 
defence.”

The ceremony was followed by 
a thrilling aerial display by JF-17s, 
F-16s, Mirages, J-10C and PAF Acad-
emy Aerobatics team “Sherdil”. The 
ceremony was witnessed by tri-ser-
vices chiefs, diplomats, foreign dig-
nitaries, ministers, and a large num-
ber of high-ranking military & civil 
Officials. Alhumdulillah, Pakistan Air 
Force continues to prove equal to the 
legacy of its forefathers and endeav-
ors to remain Second to None; as 
envisioned by the Father of the Na-
tion, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah. 

J-10C is a 4.5+ Generation, 
ultra-modern, omni-role 
fighter aircraft enabled 

with long range first-shot 
BVR capability which would 
offset any fighter capability 
possessed by our adversary. 
Equipped with latest avionics 
such as modern AESA Radar, 
Integrated EW suite, Informa-
tionized fused sensor systems 
as well as capability to carry 
variety of modern weapons, 

the aircraft is capable to 
deny enemy’s advantage 
in the domains of air, land 
and sea. Owing to its ex-
cellent performance in all 

fight regimes and altitudes, 
matchless maneuverabili-
ty and advance integrated 

Electronic Warfare Suite; the 
aircraft can take-on any con-
temporary aerial and ground 
threats with a high degree of 

assurance
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The claims and warnings of 
an impending genocide in 
India by international ex-
perts have been turned into 

reality. Muslims in different parts of 
India are being locked up and their 
properties are being demolished. 
The Modi regime following the ex-
tremist Hindutva policies of Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) has 
pulled the strings of its provincial 
governments and supporters across 
India to launch a finish-off campaign 
against the Indian Muslims. The 
scenes are gut-wrenching across the 
so-called democratic state of India 
where Muslims have become a target 
to an unjustifiable conviction. “Hindu 
Right-Wing regime in India bulldoz-
ing Muslims houses branding them 
as rioters in India’s capital! There is 
no rule of law in India, it is majori-
tarian whims” says Ashok Swain an 
Indian analyst. 

Religious leaders in India are 
openly calling for Myanmar-type 
ethnic cleansing of Muslims in India. 
RSS is trying its best to force Hin-
dus for starting a genocide against 
the followers of Islam. India is pre-
paring for a “genocide” of the 200 
million Muslims in India, interna-
tional experts on genocidal violence 
have warned. Dr Gregory Stanton, 
the founder president of Genocide 
Watch, said: “Preparation for geno-
cide is definitely under way in India.” 
He said that persecution of Muslims 
in Assam and India-occupied Kash-
mir was a prelude to their massacre. 
“The next stage is extermination — 
that’s what we call genocide.” Stan-
ton said that the demolition of the 

Babri Masjid and the construction of 
a temple on top of it are a link in the 
same chain. Speaking of the arrest of 
hundreds of Muslims by Delhi Police 
in recent riots and accusations of vi-
olence against police is the “denial” 
stage, the last before genocide. 

Dr. Qasim Rasool Ilyas, a veteran 
Muslim political activist, asked: “Can 
a country which claims to be the 
largest democracy, force its 14% of 
the population into suppression and 
submission and deny them their hu-
man and constitutional rights with-
out inviting the wrath of the interna-
tional community?”

The first move is to ban the so-
cial media outlets who are voicing 
against the Indian attempts of Mus-
lim genocide. Hindutva groups and 
individuals are now openly boasting 
of successfully pressuring “Twitter 
into removing accounts belonging to 
anti-Hindutva and human rights ac-
tivists, accounts that in no way have 
violated Twitter’s rules regarding 
hate speech”, says CJ Werleman an 
international activist and writer. 

Muslim homes and shops are 
being bulldozed in Jahangirpuri de-
spite the Supreme Court orders of 
maintaining the status quo, to inflict 
them with unbearable pain. “Every 
Muslim has become a mad Jihadi…
therefore it’s necessary to wipe Is-
lam from this earth,” a call from a 
popular nationalist Hindu leader. 
Rallies of armed Hindu extremists 
outside mosques to threaten local 
Muslims in Uttarakhand is now an 
everyday occurrence. According to 
The Guardian’s story, the state police 
has become the mercenaries of the 
hardline Hindu nationalist govern-
ment. 

All this is happening while the 
internal human rights organiza-
tions, United Nations, Human Rights 
Watch, and world leaders are silent. 
Muslims in India are facing the worst 
situation since the partition in 1947. 
The Indian government must not 
only be indicted and sanctioned but 
their crimes should also be exposed 
to prevent such acts against the hu-
manity. 

MUSLIM GENOCIDE IN INDIA
I S  A L R E A D Y  H A P P E N I N G

Humais Sheikh
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China has only rarely had a 
conflict with India since their 
border standoff in 1962. In 
2020, we witnessed a trans-

formation in that. Starting from May 
2020, the military forces of China 
and India have remained mobilized 
along their disputed borderlands of 
the Line of Actual Control—which is 
a border that the two countries drew 
in the aftermath of the 1962 border 
skirmishes. During that conflict, the 
soldiers from both countries got en-
gaged in a quarrel that led the sol-
diers to use clubs, rods, and punch-
es against the soldiers of the enemy 
force. Many soldiers on the Indian 
side were injured—according to 
some reports they were more or less 

twenty—and some of the Chinese 
soldiers also got injured. According 
to the latest reports, a regiment com-
mander of the Chinese PLA (People 
of Liberation Army) was made the 
torchbearer of their torch march 
during the Beijing Olympics held 
earlier in 2022. This shows that the 
Chinese soldiers were also severely 
injured during the squabble on the 
border. 

From the 2020 clashes, sever-
al different sets of interpretations 
have emerged. These differences 
can be classified into three separate 
groups. There is this one school of 
thought, especially in China and also 
elsewhere, that suggests that China’s 
military action against India was 

only for defensive purposes and it 
was only an outcome of what India 
was doing in the disputed territories. 
Since August 2019, India had made 
unilateral changes in the disputed re-
gion of Jammu and Kashmir and sep-
arated the region into three different 
sections, Jammu, Kashmir, and La-
dakh. Ladakh’s territory is disputed 
by China to be its own. Beijing took 
serious note of it and considered In-
dia’s actions provocative. Beijing also 
thought that India was acting under 
the support of the US to pursue ag-
gressive policies in the region. Bei-
jing thinks the US has designated In-
dia a net security provider and New 
Delhi has taken that designation too 
seriously. China’s mobilization was 
therefore reactive and in defense to 
checkmate India’s border aggression 
and diplomatic, economic, and mili-
tary campaign against China. 

A contrarian perspective holds 
Beijing responsible for the military 
mobilization along the border with 
India and considers China’s actions 
as a part of a larger Chinese cam-
paign from the South and East China 
Seas, Hong Kong, and Taiwan to ad-
vocate a pressure campaign domes-
tically and abroad to portray itself as 
an assertive global power that needs 
to be feared. According to this view, 
China introduced a new national se-
curity law in the autonomous territo-

SINO-INDIAN CONFLICT
A N D  I T S  I M P L I C AT I O N S

Riaz Khokhar
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ry of Hong Kong whereby it restrict-
ed people’s freedoms, and the open 
censure of the Chinese communist 
party, its leadership, and its poli-
cies.  This view also quotes China’s 
ban on the import of beef and wine 
from Australia because Canberra had 
launched a campaign against China 
regarding the origin of the coronavi-
rus. India had also endorsed such a 
campaign in the UN. This view also 
holds that China kept flying fighter 
aircraft and naval ships in the South 
China Sea which regional countries 
saw as a violation of their exclusive 
economic zones but it did not mat-
ter to China since it was apparently 
considering its actions as necessary 
to impose its ascendancy on the re-
gional countries in the Indo-Pacific 
region. Hence, Beijing’s military mo-
bilization according to this view was 
more to be blamed than the Indian 
unilateral changes in the disputed 
territories and its aggressive an-
ti-China campaign in collusion with 
the United States.

Then there is the third inter-
pretation or school of thought on 
the Sino-Indian border conflict that 
largely prevails in Pakistan and oth-
er smaller South Asian states that 
have been at the receiving end of 
India’s belligerence and military as-
sertiveness in the region. This line of 
sight looks at China’s military assault 
against India as necessary because 
New Delhi deserved such a beating, 
as it was pursuing a coercive diplo-
matic, economic, political, and mili-
tary campaign against its neighbors, 
particularly Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and 

Bangladesh. Pakistan has been fac-
ing an existential threat from India 
on the continental border force mo-
bilization or military airstrikes from 
India as recently was evident during 
India’s false flag operation and then 
conducting of failed airstrikes in 
Pakistan’s territory. In the ensuing 
dogfight, Pakistan shot down Indian 

aircraft and captured its pilot. But 
after some time, Pakistan released 
him as a signal for peace and avoid-
ance of escalation. Again, in March 
2022, India’s unarmed missile land-
ed in Pakistan’s territory. There are 
credible reports that this missile was 
launched deliberately to assess Pa-
kistan’s response spectrum. Fortu-
nately, Pakistan’s response was quite 
measured as it showed restraint and 

did not rush to react as a responsible 
nuclear power. 

Similarly, India is deporting 
the Rohingya refugees to Bangla-
desh and also with the introduction 
of the citizenship amendment act 
(CAA), New Delhi is deporting all of 
those Bengali immigrants that were 
not in India before December 1971. 
Also, religious violence against Ben-
gali Muslims in the state of Assam 
and Bengal in India led to religious 
violence in Bangladesh against the 
Hindus. Bangladesh also is therefore 
concerned about India’s belligerence 
and Hindutva policies in the region. 
In Sri Lanka, India has been accused 
of election interference to support its 
favorite candidates. Also, India has 
been pressurizing Colombo to give 
political and economic rights to the 
Tamil citizens. This has the seeds of 
supporting the Tamil insurgency in 
Sri Lanka. Lastly, India also unilater-
al published its map of the country 
which included areas of Nepal. The 
Nepalese government has still been 
asking India to change those maps 
and stop construction in the disput-
ed regions.

Thus, India’s neighbors consid-
er China as an important regional 
major power that can contain India’s 
regional military, economic, and po-
litical ascendancy and be a source of 
security and strategic stability in the 
region. Thus, the Sino-Indian con-
flict has divided the world into these 
three regional schools of thought 
that consider different security im-
plications for South Asia.

India’s neighbors con-
sider China as an im-
portant regional major 
power that can contain 
India’s regional military, 

economic, and polit-
ical ascendancy and 

be a source of security 
and strategic stability 
in the region. Thus, 

the Sino-Indian conflict 
has divided the world 

into these three region-
al schools of thought 
that consider different 

security implications for 
South Asia
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Sustainable development is the 
method of planning growth 
and economic development 
to avoid the depletion of nat-

ural resources. The Sustainable De-
velopment Goals are a universal call 
to action to end poverty, protect the 
planet, and improve the lives and 
prospects of everyone, everywhere. 
Before moving forward, we must take 

a quick background of this Millenni-
um Summit. The first-millennium 
summit was held in 1992. Our main 
focus will highlight the goals of 2015 
to 2030. Millennium Summit was led 
to the elaboration of eight-millen-
nium development Goals (MDGs), 
to reduce extreme poverty by 2015. 

Which was succeeded in SDGs Sus-
tainable Development Goals 2015 
(United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Summit 2015) as the adop-
tion was held from 25 to 27 Septem-
ber 2015.

Pakistan has shown an improve-
ment in Sustainable Development 
Goal Ranking. It has achieved 129 
goals out of 193. The index shows   

57.7 percent which brings a positive 
outcome in all 17 SDGs. The growth 
is 1.5 pc better than the last year 
2021. Pakistan luckily falls between 
the countries like China, and Singa-
pore heading the upward progress.  
Pakistan has scored a 3 percent im-
provement in the whole region.

The performance gets improved 
even in the backlash of the COVID 
Pandemic.  Comparing the staging of 
neighboring countries like India that 
went down by 3 ranks and Bangla-
desh did slay on the same position. 
In Catamenial, Sustainable growth 
has been shown in the Pakistan’s 
economy. The report was categor-
ically evaluated by United Nations, 

World Bank, private and government 
research sources.

This report is not just the obser-
vance   but applause for the efforts of 
hardworking economists who have 
collected standardized data up to the 
SDGs benchmark. Due to the struggle 
of data collection inception, report-

SDGS AND PAKISTAN DEVELOPMENT 
INDEX

Sadaf Zeeshan

Sadaf Zeeshan is Master in English, working as Head of 
Department in Roots International School and Colleges.

She regularly writes on National, International,
Social and Economic issues.



27 / Melange  May 2022

 International Perspective
ing, and addition of new indicators, 
the current year was not luckily af-
fected by the 3rd and 4th waves of 
COVID. 

The index clarifies the position 
of Pakistan between the worst (0) 
and the best-targeted goals (100) 
outcomes. If we take a root analysis 
of this report, we will get to know 
that Pakistan tracks its performance 
just in Climate Actions (goal 13). 
Meanwhile, other goals are headway 
down like SDG 15 (Life on Land). All 
other targeted sustainable goals are 
festering in the same position.

The report isn’t highlighting the 
national and current data of some re-
quired queries that are impacting the 
scoring and ranking of Pakistan. The 
report openly admits that time wrap 
is found in the collection of data. This 
doesn’t bring the other perspective 
of SDGs catered   by report during the 
comprehension of data of some im-
portant areas. For example, against 
SDGs indicators 7.1.1, the proportion 
of the population with access to elec-
tricity is reported to be decreasing 
and 71.1pc was observed in 2018. 
The revolutionaries’ increase of elec-
tricity has touched 3 pc between the 
years 2015 to 2020 has shown the 
benefits of SDGs goals.

The government of Pakistan is 
taking strategic steps to increase the 
growth rank of SDGs. For this pur-
pose, the government has initiated a 
profound survey to assess the effects 
of COVID-19   on prescribed and re-
quired goals. When we read the sur-
vey report of the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics COVID-19 special of 2020, 
we get to know that the 27.31 million 
working population was overblown 
by it. Connected to SDG 1 ( No Pov-
erty) and SDG 2 ( Zero Hunger) and 
SDG 8 on Decent Work and Economic 
growth, 20.6m people didn’t get any 
work to do at the start of the Pan-
demic. According to statistics, 6.7m 
people’s income got declined. As 
per the form and growing network, 
most of the households had re-
duced their non-food expenditures. 
This puts stress on 74pc of the in-
formal workers.

If we see the SDGs goal 4, we 
will get to know that the Pandem-
ic directly affects 42m children 
from higher secondary and degree 

college levels. There were reasons 
behind it like blackjack of internet 
access; no skilled staff was there for 
on-line teaching etc. This created the 
most inordinate scenario of educa-
tion for the most vulnerable groups, 
especially females and other margin-
alized groups in city and village ar-

eas. The government has introduced 
the Ehsaas Programme to achieve 
the SDGs 1, SDG 2, and SDG 3 goals. 
The NCOC has successfully roll-out 
vaccination in the whole country. On 
1st December 2021, 33pc (5.07m) 
of Pakistan’s eligible population has 
been fully vaccinated with a total of 

124.05m. In the whole world, econ-
omists have applauded the efforts 
of the Pakistan government that 
which has taken effective measures 
to control the new coronavirus vari-
ant Omicron. The NCOC had also 
announced the authentic booster 
vaccines for health care workers, 
front-line doctors, and aged over 50 
years on the same day.

Now we will critically evaluate 
the SDGs and Pakistan index. Paki-
stan is showing declining on the in-
dex and stood at 130 in 2019. The 
government scores 55.6/100 (High-
est in Goal 7 and Lowest in Goal 5 
and 9).  The government has divided 
SDGs into 70 percent for Provincial 
and 20 percent Federal. The goals 
are not achieved properly due to the 
lack of finances and expertise. The 
economist has suggested the frame-
work of Public-Private Partnership 
and Donor Funder Development 
Programmers. The root cause of this 
staggering situation is the Burgeon-
ing Population. However, the govern-
ment has vigilantly initiated the Eh-
saas Program. Pakistan affirmed its 
commitment to the 2030 Agenda for 
sustainable development by adopt-
ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Pakistan has prioritized the 
SDG’s goals from the day first. The 
success of these goals will enable 
us to join the league of upper-mid-
dle-class countries by 2030. 

Pakistan vision 2025 recogniz-
es that sufficient, reliable, clean, and 
cost-effective availability of energy, 
water, and food- for now and in the 
future – is indispensable to ensure 
sustainable economic growth and 
development. Pakistan’s potential to 
achieve world–class growth is ham-
pered by an adverse image within the 
country and overseas. The resultant 
challenges have a direct impact on 

the nature and scalability of avail-
able development channels. Ac-
cordingly, it is important to ensure 
that the country’s strength and po-
tential are appropriately conveyed 
to all people of Pakistan. Pakistan 
government believes in the pledge 
of “Leave No One Behind” and will 
work to acquire all SDGs future 
goals.  

Pakistan has shown an 
improvement in Sustainable 
Development Goal Rank-
ing. It has achieved 129 

goals out of 193. The index 
shows   57.7 percent which 
brings a positive outcome in 
all 17 SDGs. The growth is 
1.5 pc better than the last 
year 2021. Pakistan luckily 
falls between the countries 
like China, and Singapore 
heading the upward prog-

ress.  Pakistan has scored a 3 
percent improvement in the 

whole region
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Cooperation and alliance-mak-
ing have always been the 
core principle of a state‘s 
strategies. The states con-

verge and diverge according to their 
benefits and rivalry. The coopera-
tion between Pakistan and Turkey 
goes back to history, and both have 
stood by each other out of the spir-
it of brotherhood. Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and Mustafa Kamal Ataturk 
also shared joint views on the inter-
section of Islam and promotion of 
Muslim brotherhood. Today, both the 
countries have always been at each 
other‘s forefront in times of conflict 
and crisis, and have supported each 
other at international level. The rela-
tionship between Pakistan and Tur-
key has increased immensely under 
the leadership of PM Imran Khan.

Turkey has always stood by 
Pakistan in all the chief events in 
history, from standing by Pakistan 

against Indian violence in Kashmir, 
and raising voice at United Nation 
General Assembly, to supporting in 
the financial issues and FATF. Tur-
key has always been the key ally of 
Pakistan in whatsoever the situation 
befalls. Pakistan, on the other hand 
also stood by Turkey in its conflicts 
with the neighboring countries, and 
has always extended full support to 
Turkey.

The two countries are close 
at cultural and public level as well, 
and admire each other people and 
culture to a greater extent. The co-
operation between the two states 
further goes on to the economic and 
strategic level as well. Both the coun-
tries have done many Joint Ventures, 
in order to promote economic and 
strategic cooperation, for enhancing 
stability in the region. The establish-
ment of Regional Cooperation for 
Development (RCD), the Economic 

Cooperation Organization (ECO) for 
boosting the economic ties between 
the two states; the two countries 
have also signed Strategic Economic 
Framework in February 2021, which 
entails a broad spectrum of science 
and technology, education, tourism, 
health and defence. The Pakistan- 
Turkey Free Trade Agreement is also 
in the pipeline. Furthermore, Paki-
stan –Turkey Military Consultative 
Group (MCG), the Turco-Pak Treaty 
are indications of strong military al-
liance between Turkey and Pakistan. 
This was further enhanced when 
President Erdogan came into pow-
er. The Pakistan-Turkey High Level 
Military Dialogue (HLMD) was de-
veloped between the two states in 
December 2020, aimed at promoting 
defence ties between the two coun-
tries. It opened a new era of joint de-
fence production, training and coop-
eration between the two states.

REJUVENATED PAK-TURKEY TIES
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The two states have also con-

ducted Joint Military exercises as 
well, entailing-Ataturk- XI‖, con-
ducted earlier this year with Turkey, 
with the primary focus on count-
er-terrorism operations; the naval 
exercise-Aman 2021, which was con-
ducted with 45 countries  including 
Turkey, for enhancing military skills; 
the-Anatolian-Eagle 2021, with the 
aim to enhance the interoperabili-
ty between the participating forces, 
was conducted in Turkey, in which 
the Air forces of other countries also 

joined, and helped in enhancing the 
true potential of one‘s military air-
craft.

The MILGEM-class corvette, 
named PNS Babur, is the first cor-
vette ship built by Turkey for Paki-
stan. It was launched from a shipyard 
in Istanbul and the ceremony was 
attended by President of Pakistan, 
Dr. Arif Alvi as well. It will boost Pa-
kistan‘s capabilities in maintaining 
peace in the Indian Ocean. It will be 
delivered in 2023, whereas three 
more vessels will be handed over in 
2025, out of which two will be man-
ufactured in Pakistan, in a deal that 
inculcates the technology transfer. 
Moreover, the Turkish Aerospace 

Industry has also inked a contract 
with Pakistan‘s National Engineering 
and Science Commission (NESCOM) 
to produce the components of TAI‘s 
Anka Medium-Altitude Long En-
durance (MALE) combat drone. The 
Anka MALE UAV system can stay up 
in the air for almost 24 hours, and 
can carry a payload of 550 pounds. It 
can perform in all weather, day and 
night ISR Missions, communication 
relays and tracking of fixed and sta-
tionary targets, signals intelligence 
(SIGINT). Such Joint Ventures boost 
the defence and economic ties be-
tween the two countries.

The cooperation in defence in-
dustry is evident in the trade rela-
tions between the two states.   Paki-
stan plays a pivotal role in enhancing 
peace and stability in South Asia, 

Turkey in this regard is endeavors to 
assist Pakistan in order to overcome 
the hurdles in achieving peace. Rec-
ognizing the defence and economic 
needs are essential in achieving the 
national foreign policy agenda. The 
alliance making and cooperation 
with regional allies, like Turkey, will 
boost Pakistan’s economy and inter-
national standing as well. Pakistan, 
considering the neighborhood, has 
to focus on the defence spending 
through defence trade ties, for boost-
ing the state and regional security. 
The shifting global alliances and the 
continuous changing global geo-po-
litical order, the strong strategic-eco-
nomic cooperation between Turkey 
and Pakistan add up in each other’s 
errand.

The cooperation in defence 
industry is evident in the 

trade relations between the 
two states.   Pakistan plays 
a pivotal role in enhancing 
peace and stability in South 
Asia, Turkey in this regard is 

endeavors to assist Pakistan in 
order to overcome the hurdles 

in achieving peace. Recog-
nizing the defence and eco-
nomic needs are essential in 

achieving the national foreign 
policy agenda. The alliance 

making and cooperation with 
regional allies, like Turkey, 

will boost Pakistan’s economy 
and international standing as 
well. Pakistan, considering the 

neighborhood, has to focus 
on the defence spending 

through defence trade ties, for 
boosting the state and region-

al security
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Pakistan desires to maintain 
the tradition of bilateral en-
gagement and wishes for 
long term & multi-domain 

enduring relationship with Canada. 
Canada pursues a broad range of in-
terests in its bilateral relations with 
Pakistan, including people-to-people 
links, governance and democracy, 
human rights, climate change, devel-
opment assistance, regional securi-
ty and defense, transnational crime, 
and trade and investment. Since its 
day of inception, Pakistan enjoys 
cordial ties with Canada. Canada al-
ways welcomes diplomatic relations 
with the newly formed state. In Jan-
uary 1971, a visit by Prime Minister 
Trudeau helped to further strength-
en the bilateral relations between 
the two states. The Canadian attitude 
toward Pakistan during the East Pa-
kistan crisis was sympathetic. Can-
ada and Pakistan are also members 
of the Commonwealth, the Heart of 
Asia-Istanbul Process related to se-
curity in Afghanistan and the wider 
region, and the Malta Process on in-
ternational child abduction. Cana-
da encourages Pakistan to continue 
its efforts to address all its security 
challenges in compliance with the 
rule of law and respect for human 
rights. Canada believes that democ-
racy is essential to a peaceful and 
prosperous future for Pakistanis and, 
to date, supports programs that help 
strengthen Pakistan’s democratic in-
stitutions. Canada welcomes an on-
going open dialogue with Pakistan 
on human rights, including women’s 
rights and minority religions, in a 
spirit of mutual respect.

In terms of economic relations, Cana-
da has been strongly associated with 
Pakistan’s efforts for progress and 
development. After the US, Canada 
has provided the largest grant aid. A 
total of $ 157.5 million was promised 
for the Third Five Year Plan. Demon-
strating his active participation in 
various projects that were built and 
completed with his funds. Canadian 
exports to Pakistan amounted to $ 
669 million and goods from Pakistan 
amounted to $ 438 million. Canada is 
the 21st largest export partner of Pa-
kistan, with bilateral trade exceeding 
$800.0 million in 2018. Pakistan’s 
major exports to Canada include rice, 
textile articles, cotton yarn, jewelry, 
etc. One of the major imported items, 
which constitutes over 45.6 percent 

of total imports from Canada, is rape-
seed, locally known as canola. Cana-
da is also the single largest exporter 
of edible oilseed to Pakistan. Canola 
is a prized seed here. It is crushed 
in Pakistan for oil as well as used in 
poultry feed. Other Canadian exports 
to Pakistan include pulses, chickpeas, 
and scrap metal. Most of Pakistan’s 
exports to Canada are commodities 
of textiles and textile articles, which 
in 2018 totaled $196.3 million ac-
counting for more than 58.3 percent 
of Pakistan’s total exports to Canada. 
Pakistan’s top 20 commodities with 
the highest export potential to Cana-
da are valued at $2.9 billion. Twelve 
of these belong to the category of tex-
tiles and textile articles, where most 
fall under the sub-category of knitted 
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and woven apparel. Rice is amongst 
those commodities that are current-
ly imported by Canada in low quan-
tities but holds immense potential, 
a value which could exceed $289.2 
million. 
However, Canada’s defense ties with 
Pakistan have always been signifi-
cantly smaller than that of the US, 
UK, or China. Canada has sustained 
military presence in Pakistan, begin-
ning in 1949 when it joined the UN 
Military Observer Group in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP). People-to-peo-
ple links between Pakistan and Cana-
da remain strong. More than 215,000 
Canadians of Pakistani descent lives 
in Canada; Pakistan is Canada’s 
fifth-largest source of permanent 
residents. Opportunities for Canadi-
an companies exist in education, in-
formation and communication tech-
nology, cleantech, energy, oil and gas, 
and the food and wood industries. 
Pakistan and Canada share more 
than 60 years of development coop-
eration. The priorities of the two-
state international aid program are 
based on the priorities of Pakistan’s 
development and Canada’s compar-
ative gains in line with the Interna-
tional Women’s Aid Policy. Canada’s 
development assistance to Pakistan 
includes several countries, partner-
ships, and a humanitarian program. 
The Canada Fund for Local Initiatives 
provides direct financial assistance 

for small projects to local NGOs and, 
in exceptional cases, international 
NGOs and government institutions.
According to Citizenship and Immi-
gration Canada, the number of Mus-
lims in Canada before 1986 was very 
small, with new immigrants to Can-
ada now professing to be Muslims 
now making up about 18% of all im-
migrants, surpassing only Christians. 
In addition to changing Canadian 
religion, this influx of diversity also 
changed the culture of the develop-
ing Canadian nation. In terms of ac-
ademic communication, Pakistan is 
a small but important country that is 
the source of international students 
studying at Canadian institutions 
from tertiary institutions. During 
the decade between 1998 and 2007, 
Pakistan roamed between the 10th 
and 16th major sources of foreign 
students to Canada. International 
students are significant in Canada’s 
post-secondary institutions, and the 
enrollment of foreign students ac-
counts for about 25% of enrollment 
growth in the 2004/2005 academic 
year. Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada tracks international student 
resource statistics; however, it does 
not provide the total number of Pa-
kistani student stocks in Canada as 
female student numbers were not 
large enough to be included in their 
annual report.

Tourism is an important feature of 
building relationships. Due to the 
large population of Pakistan in Can-
ada, bilateral travel is essential for 
business communication, family 
communication, and the economic 
and cultural/social benefits of tour-
ism. High Commissioner of Canada 
to Pakistan Wendy Gilmour says, 
“We maintain political relations; 
trade relations and people-to-peo-
ple contacts as there are thousands 
of Canadians connected to Pakistan”. 
Punjabi is the fourth most spoken 
language in Canada. “We have peo-
ple who have migrated from Paki-
stan, India, and the Sikh community 
on both sides speaking the language. 
The Punjabi-speaking community is 
a big part of the Canadian mosaic, 
“Our national dish is as much palak 
paneer as French fries and cheese”.
Canada and Pakistan cooperate in di-
verse fields of commerce, education, 
humanitarian assistance, etc. One 
thing that both Canada and Pakistan 
are affected by is climate change. 
“Melting glaciers are increasing chal-
lenges for people living downstream. 
Canada is looking to help Pakistan 
cope with climate change with its 
green energy initiatives. The current 
Canadian government supports the 
stance of protecting the Muslim com-
munity in their state. Both states en-
joy smooth ties for decades and are 
ambitious to strengthen these rela-
tions further. A reasonable Pakistan 
policy for Ottawa would encourage 
Pakistan to moderate its domestic 
and foreign policies, reduce defense 
expenditures and non-proliferation, 
promote trade and investment, and 
obtain access to Canadian official de-
velopment assistance (ODA).



32 / Melange  May 2022

Economy & Finance

International tourism has always 
contributed significantly to glob-
al economic development and 
integration. From generating rev-

enue to providing employment and 
increasing market competitiveness 
of countries, the tourism industry 
has become a crucial part of sustain-
able development. For this purpose, 
agenda 2030 of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) has incorporated 
the tourism industry as a vital source 
of economic development.  

However, considering the revo-
lution in Information and Communi-

cation Technologies (ICTs) tourism 
industry has evidently experienced 
a shift from a ‘classical tourism sys-
tem’ to E-tourism. The evolution 
of the tourism industry has gone 
through various stages during the 
last four decades. The present phase 
of this evolution is E-tourism which 
has largely digitalized the tourism 
industry and infrastructure by using 
the internet to dissipate informa-
tion. This digitalization includes the 
use of modern technology and social 
media networks like Facebook, You-
Tube, Twitter and many other out-
lets. Modern communication tools 
are making it easier for customers to 
choose their favourite destinations 
while managing financial expenses 
online. E-tourism incorporates the 
concepts of digital economy such 
as ‘e-business’, ‘e-commerce’, ‘e-ser-
vices’ and ‘e-marketing’. In short’’, 
e-tourism refers to ‘digitization of all 
the processes and value chains’ asso-
ciated with tourism, hospitality, and 
catering industries to maximize the 
effectiveness and productivity of or-
ganizations involved.

Developing countries world-
wide can also reap the benefits of 

e-tourism to boost their economic 
growth. There is a huge opportunity 
for developing countries to gener-
ate foreign exchange from tourism 
which will ultimately contribute to 
their sustainable growth and devel-
opment. But today the availability 
of technology is almost everywhere, 
providing a considerable edge to de-
veloping countries to advance their 
tourism industry by digitalizing it. 

Tourism in Pakistan 
Pakistan is one of those countries in 
the world blessed with a diverse in-
ventory of tourism attractions. With 
the world’s oldest civilization, exotic 
peaks and marvellous seasonal vari-
ety, it has become one of ‘its best tour-
ist destinations. Pakistan is home 
to adventure tourism, conventional 
tourism, religious tourism, archaeo-
logical tourism, and coastal tourism. 
All of these ultimately contribute to 
the economic development of the 
country. Adventure tourism refers to 
the ‘sightseeing’ of magnificent plac-
es of Pakistan like mountain ranges, 
rivers and valleys. It also includes the 
thrilling experiences of skiing, climb-
ing, water rafting etc. Various tradi-

digitalizatioN oF tourism iNdustry:
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Center of Pakistan and
International Relations (COPAIR) 
with the collaboration of Signa-
ture Hotels launching ‘Digital 

Tourism Project’. Digital Tourism 
launch with the  Center of Paki-
stan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) and Signature Hotels 
aims to advocate policy for in-
stitutionalization of the tourism 
industry and to bring foreign in-

vestment in Pakistan by attracting 
foreign tourist and domestic tour-
ist to contribute in the economy 

of Pakistan. Its epicenter of digital 
destination market aims to pro-
mote tourism industry, generate 

deeper connections with partners, 
& present latest trends

in eTourism
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tions, cultural and sports festivals 
are also center of attraction for many 
domestic and international tourists. 
This is known as conventional tour-
ism, which includes festivals like the 
Sibi festival, Mela Chiraghan, horse 
and cattle shows and many other 
similar festivals all across Pakistan. 
Religious tourism is also very im-
portant, considering the recent de-
velopments like Kartarpur corridor, 
which led to inter-religious harmony. 
Pakistan is the center for many reli-
gious groups, especially Sikhs and 
Buddhists. Archaeological tourism 
includes the remains of ancient civ-
ilizations present in Pakistan, like 
the Indus valley civilization, which 
is 3000BC old. With a coastline of 
about 990 km, Pakistan has the po-
tential of generating $4-5billion from 

coastal tourism, but unfortunately, it 
is generating just $50,000 from this 
industry for now. With the develop-
ment of CPEC and especially Gwadar 
port, this potential has doubled. 

From Tourism to E-Tourism 
Despite having a vast potential, Paki-
stan is lagging in securing the actual 
benefits of tourism. This is primarily 
because it has not been implement-
ing modern communication and 
technology methods in advancing the 
tourism industry. As per the most re-
cent reports of the World Travel and 
Tourism Council, Pakistan generat-
ed a revenue of $8.8 Billion in 2021, 
which constitutes 2.9% of the total 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of Pa-
kistan. This percentage has reduced 
which previously was 5.7% of the to-
tal GDP in 2019. Due to Covid-19 the 
influx of tourists decreased during 
2020-21 but the end of the novel vi-
rus has revived the tourism industry.
In this regard, COPAIR with the 

collaboration of Signature Hotels 
launching ‘Digital Tourism Project’. 
Its epicenter of digital destination 
market aims to promote tourism 
industry, generate deeper connec-
tions with partners, & present latest 
trends in eTourism.

Challenges 
Unfortunately, Pakistan is still not 
able to attract international tourists 
due to multiple challenges.  Out of 
a list of 141 countries, Pakistan is 
130th at having an Enabling Envi-
ronment, 138th on the Safety and Se-
curity index. Due to ‘the relative sta-
ble security situation during the last 
five years, Pakistan was ranked as 
the world’s top tourist destination in 
2020 by Condé Nast Traveler, a luxu-
ry traveler magazine guiding tourists 

worldwide. Nevertheless, due to lack 
of awareness about the country be-
ing ranked as top country, it has not 
reached the potential that its tourism 
industry has. In the era of technolog-
ical innovation, there are only two 
e-tourism service providers current-
ly operating within Pakistan: TripAd-
visor and Expedia. Another extreme-
ly concerning issue is the absence of 
local operators from the scene. 
Policy Recommendations to Boost 
E-Tourism
Creation of e-portal: The creation of 
an e-portal at national level is neces-
sary to attract international tourists. 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) Gov-
ernment launched an initiative called 
‘Brand Pakistan’ under the National 
Tourism strategy (2020-2030). This 
initiative is comprised of three com-
ponents: brand identity develop-
ment, musical score creation and an 
e-portal. This e-portal is supposed to 
make all the tourist attractions avail-
able at one click. But this e-portal is 

not yet implemented and is in devel-
opment phase from last two years. 
Comprehensive National Tour-
ism Policy: As the 18th amendment 
devolved the NTDC by transferring 
power to provinces about tourism, 
the PTI’s Government proposed to 
formulate National Tourism Coor-
dination Board (NTCB). This board 
aimed to synergize the policies of 
all the provinces regarding tourism. 
Alongside other agendas of NTCB’s 
task forces, e-tourism should also be 
incorporated as a part of their broad-
er objectives to promote domestic 
and international tourism. 

Virtual Tourism: As the world has 
experienced the worst pandemic of 
the century, the importance of virtu-
al technologies has offered alterna-
tives to travel around then the world. 
With modern technologies, viewers 
from their personal spaces can expe-
rience the world. In addition to this, 
various tourist guides and transport 
businesses use virtual platforms to 
interact with their potential custom-
ers even during normal circumstances. 

Conclusion
In a world that is moving towards a 
‘digital economy’, e-tourism can sig-
nificantly benefit developing coun-
tries like Pakistan. In April 2022, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) govern-
ment and FAST university signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) which focused on the de-
velopment and implementation of 
e-tourism facilities within Pakistan. 
Such initiatives can bring change at 
the grass-root level by improving the 
experience of visiting Pakistan. With 
the commencement of the China Pa-
kistan Economic corridor (CPEC), 
many Chinese people visiting Paki-
stan have increased. This has provid-
ed the country with the opportunity 
to increase investment, especially 
in China’s private sector. The devel-
opment of spectacular Gwadar port 
has also boosted ‘coastal tourism ‘in 
Pakistan. In short, Pakistan’s tourist 
industry has the potential to grow, 
but only with the right decision mak-
ing, we can move towards the road to 
sustainable development. 
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Growing up in Pakistan there 
is a story that we have been 
brought up with, about how 
Pakistan is truly a blessed 

country with a land blessed with rich 
natural resources that are seemingly 
limitless. How we are one of the few 
countries in the world blessed with 
five unique seasons that allow crops 
of any kind to grow and flourish here. 
Our limitless supply of gemstones 
and minerals that other countries 
could only watch with envy. The land 
blessed by God by himself, a country 
that could rise to the pinnacle and 
one day without a doubt lead the 
world to the promised land of ‘Peace 
and harmony.’If any of that is true or 
not, few actually bothered to fact-
check. Whenever faced with a con-
flicting account, most just chalked it 
up to the rants of an irrational, unpa-
triotic individual that was charmed 
by the west and a promise of sweet-

er shores. However, if one actually 
starts looking at the statistics all that 
noise somehow doesn’t sound all 
that irrelevant after all.

According to statistics from the 
World Bank released in 2021, Paki-
stan ranks 59th out of 127 countries 
when it comes to exports and a dis-
tressing 118th in terms of the overall 
trade balance. Simply means we don’t 
nearly export as much as we have to 
import. Our economic development 
as a nation has been abysmal, to say 
the least. Our 2nd highest export is 
cotton being $3,242,493,094 seems 
insignificant considering we actually 
import cotton worth $832,048,068.  

Pakistan’s Export Growth 
When discussing exports our high-
est export is Textile articles which 
comes to a total of $4,058,657,509, 
which seems even more insignificant 
considering India’s textile articles 

exports value at $5,163,145,754, 
and it is only their 18th highest ex-
port. Now one could argue that since 
India is a much larger country than 
our own it would only be unfair to 
compare the two. Well, sadly enough 
Bangladesh a country younger and 
far smaller than us had its textile ar-
ticle exports valued at $27,950,000 
which is almost seven times greater 
than ours. This should prove without 
a doubt that our progress in terms 
of economic development has been 
largely a failure.

Tourism and especially ecotour-
ism certainly has promising pros-
pects. The country does have a wide 
range of landscapes and historical 
monuments that are of high interest 
in the tourism world. The country’s 
security situation has however not 
allowed much headway to be made 
in that sector. Our eastern neighbor 
Afghanistan, with its highly volatile 
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state of affairs, right now will be 
in direct conflict with any tourism 
plans we might have as long as it re-
mains that way.

But has it been a total failure? 
According to the very same World 
Bank, our GDP ranks 40th out of 190 
countries globally, coming even three 
points above Bangladesh. The ques-
tion then arrives, what is it exactly 
that is helping the country survive? 
Or even progress considering our 
GDP grew from 3.9% in 2021 to 4.0% 
in 2022? How did a country ranking 
127 manage to grow during a glob-
al pandemic that annihilated many 
concrete global economies?

Pakistan has always had major 
economic issues and is having more 
now than ever before. The alarming 

crisis of public debt and 
inadequate water supply 
are just the tip of the ice-
berg for this ever unsta-
ble country. The problems 
seem to be extensive and 
impossible to solve, but 
scholars have predicted 
that there may be hope for 
Pakistan in a few decades 
if they can stay united and 
cooperate. If we can shift 
our attention to things 
that actually work instead 

of repeatedly trying to fix what can’t 
be fixed.

One group the country is ever in-
debted to is its international diaspo-
ra. Pakistan received a record $29.4 
billion in remittances during 2020-
21. This one group has single-hand-
edly kept the economy afloat during 
times of extreme crisis and as Imran 
Khan, the ex-Prime Minister repeat-
edly called them the ‘True Heroes of 
the country.’ A consistent cash flow 
of international currency is a boon 
that cannot be taken lightly.

However, the fact that our re-
mittances are currently so high isn’t 
exactly proof of economic develop-
ment, in fact, it’s quite the opposite. 
People don’t leave the country to 
work when the country is develop-
ing, instead, they are forced to do so 
when it’s regressing. According to the 
official registrations at the bureau 
of emigration, from 2017-to 2019, 
some 884,000 Pakistanis left the 
country. Records indicate more than 
300,000 Pakistanis left the country 
in 2019, which soared to a figure of 
500,000 in 2020. This constant brain 
drain of our best and brightest is a 
huge deterrent to any development 
plan.

What then does a 
country do since its eco-
nomic development has 
been mostly lackluster and 
any future progress seems 
hindered, to say the least? 
So, taking a page out of our 
former colonial master’s 
playbook, Pakistan decided 
to look towards the water. 
Pakistan has been ‘blessed’ 
with a prime beachfront 
property that many land-
locked nations do actual-

ly view with envy. The Gwadar port 
is not only of immense interest to 
the Chinese looking to move away 
from the South China Sea but also to 
most of the Central Asian Republics 
that would love access to a nearby 
port from where they can send out 
all their exports worldwide. This is 
an aspect that Pakistan has firmly 
grasped and made the focal point of 
all future economic development.

With major investments from 
China at around $6.1 billion with 
a total of $10 billion promised, the 
nation is all-around obsessed with 
developing the infrastructure nec-
essary to support the major trade 
route. This would bring numerous 
benefits to the host nation. While de-
veloping the required infrastructure 
and taking advantage of the income 
generated it can finally utilize that 
to focus on its own industry that has 
been left lacking for so long. It can fi-
nally tap into all those ‘blessings’ the 
nation has with the means to export 
them already at its disposal.

Instead of focusing on how to 
create, the main focus, for now, is on 
how to facilitate. The Covid-19 pan-
demic did cause much hindrance 
but due to the country’s admirable 
handling of it, progress has so far 
gone smoothly. At a time when the 
people around the world were pro-
testing against lockdowns, the peo-
ple in Pakistan fully supported the 
government’s smart lockdown mea-
sures and followed SOPs ensuring 
smooth recovery. A global pandemic 
is however sadly not the only issue 
being faced so far. Terrorism, politi-
cal disruptions, regional grievances, 
and our neighbor India ever trying to 
sabotage it at every step of the way.

Instead of focusing on how 
to create, the main focus, for 
now, is on how to facilitate. 
The Covid-19 pandemic did 
cause much hindrance but 

due to the country’s admirable 
handling of it, progress has so 
far gone smoothly. At a time 
when the people around the 
world were protesting against 

lockdowns, the people in 
Pakistan fully supported the 

government’s smart lockdown 
measures and followed SOPs 
ensuring smooth recovery. A 
global pandemic is however 
sadly not the only issue being 

faced so far. Terrorism, political 
disruptions, regional griev-

ances, and our neighbor India 
ever trying to sabotage it at 

every step of the way

Economy & Finance
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Tribute 

Androulla Kaminara (born 
29 April 1957) is a Europe-
an civil servant from Cyprus 
who as of February 2022 is 

serving as the Ambassador and Head 
of Delegation of the European Union 
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
As such, she is the first women am-
bassador of the European Union to 
Pakistan. Before her appointment 
in the European External Action 
Service, she joined the European 
Commission in 1991, where she has 
served in various Directorates Gen-
eral, including those dealing with 
technology, communications, devel-
opment cooperation, international 
relations, and humanitarian aid.

Androulla Kaminara was born 
in Cyprus in 1957. Cypriot by birth, 
Kaminara also holds British and 
Greek citizenship. She is married. 
She takes a keen interest in arts and 
culture. Her hobbies include swim-
ming and scuba diving and holds a 
captain’s license for sailing. She can 
speak Greek, English, French, Span-
ish and Turkish.

Androulla Kaminara holds a 
Bachelor of Science (Hons.) in geolo-
gy from King’s College and in physics 
from University of London, a Master 
of Science degree in management 
science from Imperial College, Uni-
versity of London, as well as a Maî-
trise in international relations from 
Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) 

in Brussels.
Kaminara has held a number of 

high-level positions at the European 
Commission including five years as 
Director for Africa, Asia, Latin Amer-
ica, Caribbean and Pacific in the Di-
rectorate-General for European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid 
Operations (ECHO), and Principal 
Adviser and Head of the Task Force 
“Knowledge, Performance and Re-
sults” in the Directorate-General for 
International Cooperation and De-
velopment from 2014 to 2016. She 
has served as a member of Cabinet 
in the offices of two European Com-

missioners with portfolios in devel-
opment cooperation and energy and 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
policy respectively. As a result of her 
interest in research and education, 
she has served for two years as EU 
fellow/visiting academic at St. Ant-
ony’s College, Oxford University, 
and as research associate of King’s 
College London, specializing in EU 
policies and in geopolitics of energy. 
Before joining the European Com-
mission, Kaminara was a special 
adviser to two cabinet ministers in 
Greece and managing director of a 
private consultancy firm.

eurOPeAn uniOn AMBASSAdOr tO the i S lAM ic rePuBl ic Of PAk i StAn

H.E. ANDROULLA KAMINARA
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 World Leader

Sheikh Tamim ibn Hamad Al 
Thani, (born June 3, 1980, 
Doha, Qatar), emir of Qatar 
who succeeded his father, 

Sheikh Hamad, after Hamad abdi-
cated in his favour.

Tamim was educated in the 
United Kingdom. Like his father, he 
attended the Royal Military Acad-
emy at Sandhurst, graduating in 
1998. He then returned to Qatar, 
where he was commissioned as an 
officer in the Qatari armed forces. In 
2003 Tamim was selected to replace 
as crown prince his elder brother 
Jassim, who had renounced the po-
sition. Over the next decade Tamim 
was groomed to rule the country, 
holding a series of increasingly im-
portant economic, diplomatic, and 

national security positions. In 2009 
he was appointed deputy com-
mander in chief of the armed forces.

Tamim’s most-visible activities 
during his 10 years as crown prince 
concerned his leadership of Qatar’s 
efforts to boost its international 
stature by attracting major sporting 
events and acquiring high-profile 
sports teams. He was chairman of 
the organizing committee for the 
2006 Asian Games, held in Qatar, 
and led the country’s successful bid 
to host the 2022 FIFA World Cup. He 
also orchestrated Qatar’s purchase 
of the Paris Saint-Germain football 
(soccer) club.

His reign was marked early on 
by a growing rift with some of Qa-
tar’s Gulf neighbours, who briefly 

withdrew their ambassadors from 
Qatar in 2014 in frustration with 
the country’s foreign policy and 
continued support for the Muslim 
Brotherhood. In 2017 Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, Egypt, 
and Bahrain cut ties with Qatar 
and imposed an economic block-
ade. Nonetheless, Qatar adapted to 
the situation quickly, reorienting 
its trade toward Turkey, Iran, Ku-
wait, and Oman, among others. As 
tensions continued, Tamim skipped 
the annual meeting of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) in 2018 
and 2019. When he returned to the 
annual meeting in January 2021, 
the attendees signed an agreement 
to restore ties and lift the blockade.

SHE IKH  TAMIM IBN  HAMAD AL  THANI

EMIR OF QATAR
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Book Review

The book under review’ Shak-
ing Hands with Clenched 
Fists: The Grand Trunk Road 
to CBMs between Pakistan 

and India’ by Dr. Asma Shakir Khawa-
ja is the first academic account that 
is a neutral depiction of Pakistan’s 
narrative on Indo-Pak relations. The 
book was published in May 2020 
and gives insight, particularly from 
the perspective of Pakistan to the 
peace-builders, policymakers, gov-
ernment officials, students, research-
ers, social scientists, historians, and 
scholars of international relations. 
In this book, the author highlighted 
South Asia’s two main nuclear rivals, 
India, and Pakistan. She elaborated 
on their bilateral relations, which 
include the entire region’s social, 
economic, and political dynamics. It 
clearly articulates the nature of polit-
ical, social, and economic issues, from 
the past to the present, by pointing 
out differences, opportunities, and 
variances of interest, the reasons for 
the lack of political will for sustain-
able peace, intentions with Kashmir, 
failure of Confidence Building Mea-
sures (CBMs), Pakistan’s co-opera-
tion vs India’s expansionist approach, 
the role of perception building in de-

railing peace processes, conflict over 
natural resources, the impact of trea-
ty violations, and affected masses in 
sub-continent due to socio-political 
tensions between long-standing ri-
valries. In short, we can say that not 
a single area is left untouched in this 
book that describes the origins of the 
complex bilateral relations that have 
been going on between India and Pa-
kistan for centuries. Dr. Asma Khawa-
ja describes the historical trends to 
show that India is withdrawing from 
its ongoing peace process against its 
promises. Hindu extremist groups 
such as the RSS and Shiv Sena are 
considered to have succeeded in de-
stroying many CBMs. The author dis-
cussed Hindu nationalism based on 
the concept of ‘Akhand Bharat’ and 
how the BJP incorporates Hindutva 
ideology through its curriculum. The 
author argues that such religious 
interpretation threatens regional 
peace when combined with political 
issues.

The ‘Shaking Hands with 
Clenched Fists’ explains the Paki-
stani narrative on the Kashmir is-
sue and Indian habits of withdrawal 
from all peace programs to resolve 
conflicts in the region. Since inde-
pendence, India has shifted its goals 
post of Kashmir from “offering a 
helping hand to Kashmir” to “an inte-
gral part. The inconsistent policies of 
India for domestic and internation-
al vote bank results in a dichotomy. 
India used the Pakistan factor as a 
political dividend, creating a more 
antagonistic feeling toward Pakistan 
in public. The author argues that the 
parochial Hindu mindset is another 
obstacle to efforts like the Neemrana 
dialogue during Modi’s reign. The au-
thor suggests that to cut off Pakistan 
and India from mistrust, it is nec-
essary to increase communication 
between the two sides and healthy 
trade relations through open bor-

ders that will link both nations. The 
author also emphasizes the promo-
tion of tourism. She also wrote that 
countries need to realize that chang-
es in positions and not interests are 
important to CBMs; moreover, CBMs 
should not be bound by time or situ-
ation and should not be used as a ne-
gotiating mechanism to strengthen 
the opponent. 

The author further argued that 
the uncertainty of this discordant 
relationship eventually led to the 
development of nuclear weapons in 
the South Asian region. Similarly, In-
dian Foreign Policy and Media Policy 
have always remained hostile and 
aggressive, often due to indigenous 
pressure and inflexibility. On the oth-
er hand, Pakistan’s policies towards 
India have remained cooperative and 
secretive despite the brutal attacks, 
breaches of truce, and treaties from 
the Indian side. The Indian media 
needs to build a habit of peaceful 
journalism. The negative role played 
by Indian media continues to per-
petuate and spit poison among the 
Indian masses by feeding hatred, 
creating negative stereotypes, and 
perpetuating hostile narratives. 

This book is a comprehensive 
assessment of the necessity, impor-
tance, and loopholes of CBMs be-
tween Pakistan and India. It is an 
excellent combination of theoretical 
understanding and practical poli-
cy options. The author clarifies that 
South Asia continues to be one of the 
least economically integrated regions 
globally due to the ongoing animosi-
ty between the two major players in 
this critical region. In addition to the 
obvious economic benefits that both 
countries will receive from resolving 
their long-standing conflicts/issues, 
they will be better able to cooperate 
and tackle the growing threat faced 
by the international community that 
continues to breed instability.

SHAKING HANDS WITH CLENCHED FISTS:
the grand trunk rOad

tO COnfidenCe Building Measures Between pakistan & india

Khawaja, Asma Shakir. Shaking Hands with Clenched Fists: The Grand Trunk Road to Confidence Building 
Measures Between Pakistan and India. National Defence University, 2018.
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Tech

Pakistan has successfully 
conducted the flight test of 
surface-to-surface ballistic 
missile Shaheen-III, an April 

09, 022. The test flight was aimed 
at re-validating various design and 
technical parameters of the weapon 
system. 

Pakistan had conducted a test 
of the same missile last year in Jan-
uary as well.

Shaheen-III is a surface-to-sur-
face ballistic missile with a range of 
2,750 kilometres, which makes it ca-
pable of reaching the farthest point 
in India’s northeast and Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. It is solid-fu-
elled and equipped with Post-Sep-

aration Altitude Correction (PSAC) 
system. Solid fuel is suited for rap-
id response capabilities, while the 
PSAC feature provides it the ability 
to adjust the warhead trajectory for 
greater accuracy and evading an-
ti-ballistic missile defence systems.

India’s deployment and fast-
track missile testing can be used to 
engage the defender state in an arms 
race while fueling crisis instabili-
ty.  India’s indigenously developed 
missile systems, such as Prithvi-II, 
supersonic cruise missile BrahMos, 
NGARM and nuclear-capable Shau-
rya missiles, are intended to launch 
pre-emptive counterforce strikes. 

This leads Islamabad to formulate a 
counter-balancing measure to main-
tain deterrence stability. It requires 
modernised strategic forces with 
improved offensive capabilities such 
as range and speed. In this regard, 
the range of the Shaheen-III missile 
allows it to hit strategically import-
ant Nicobar and Andaman Islands, 
which enable India to induce a sec-
ond-strike option. Thus, the Sha-
heen-III missile system prevents the 
country from India’s strategic threat 
and ensures the credibility of its de-
terrence.

The missile was first tested in 
March 2015.

SHAHEEN-III
B a l l i s t i c  M i s s i l e
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Special Report

Center of Pakistan and Internation-
al Relations (COPAIR) & Pakistan in 
the World, International Magazine 
co-hosted Iftar dinner in the hon-
or of Diplomats of Central Asia and 
Azerbaijan’s Ambassadors in Islam-
abad at the Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAR).  
H.E. Atadjan Movlamov (Dean of Dip-
lomatic Corp, Ambassador Turkmen-
istan), H.E Khazar Farhadov (Am-
bassador Azerbaijan), H.E. Yerzhan 
Kistafin (Ambassador Kazakhstan) 
and H.E. Ulanbek Totuiae (Ambas-
sador of Kyrgyz Republic), and Mr. 
Oybek Kambarov (Third secretary of 
Embassy of Uzbekistan) graced the 
event with their presence.

Speaking at the occasion, Ms. 
Amna Munawwar Awan, President 
COPAIR and Editor-in-Chief Melange 
Magazine, welcomed the excellences, 
and dignitaries for attending the 
dinner. During the deliberations, 
economic connectivity, tourism, 
youth, and women empowerment 
remained in focus. President CO-
PAIR also urged for multilateral en-
gagement through the promotion of 
trade, tourism, and people-to-people 
contacts.” With ‘peace’ and ‘regional 
connectivity as the main elements 

of its geo-economic strategy, Paki-
stan is going to make rapid strides 
in diverse fields – up to Central Asia 
and beyond. Ms. Munawwar further 
added that Pakistan must establish 
cordial relations with each Central 
Asian republic as each of them follow 
a distinct foreign policy.

The guest dignitaries lauded 

the undergoing projects and initia-
tives of COPAIR and also pledged 
cooperation to boost tourism and 
connectivity. Furthermore, diplo-
mats also shared the experiences, 
traditions, and cultural environ-
ment of Ramazan in their countries. 
The participants agreed that all Is-
lamic countries have similarities, 
and this month further strengthens 
the bond of unity and brotherhood 
among them. They were of the view 
that such gatherings provide oppor-
tunities for cultural exchange. For-
tunately, leaders from Central Asia 
and South Asia — Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan — had already planned to 
connect the regions to increase trade 
and opportunity. In July, Uzbekistan’s 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev and 
Pakistan’s Former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan met in Tashkent where 
they signed agreements to upgrade 
their countries’ economic relations. 
Central Asia needs to develop south-
ern trade links to complement ex-
isting routes to the north, east, and 
west. The route to Pakistan has got-
ten the most notice, but the region’s 
Plan B is via Iran, which is isolated 
from many trade partners, but has 
the advantage of internal stability. 

COPAIR HOSTS IFTAR DINNER
FOR CENTRAL ASIA AND AZERBAIJAN FORMAT

AMBASSADORS TO THE PAKISTAN

Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan, 
President COPAIR and Edi-

tor-in-Chief Melange Magazine 
hosted an Iftar dinner in the 

honor of Diplomats of Central 
Asia and Azerbaijan’s Ambassa-
dor in Islamabad at the Center 
of Pakistan and International 

Relations (COPAR). H.E. Atadjan 
Movlamov (Dean of Diplomatic 

Corp, Ambassador Turkmen-
istan), H.E Khazar Farhadov 

(Ambassador Azerbaijan), H.E. 
Yerzhan Kistafin (Ambassador 

Kazakhstan), H.E. Ulanbek 
Totuiae (Ambassador of Kyr-

gyz Republic), and Mr. Oybek 
Kambarov (Third secretary of 

Embassy of Uzbekistan) graced 
the event with their

presence

Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan, President COPAIR and Editor-in-Chief Melange Magazine with the H.E. Atadjan Movlamov (Ambassador Turkmen-
istan), H.E Khazar Farhadov (Ambassador Azerbaijan), H.E. Yerzhan Kistafin (Ambassador Kazakhstan), H.E. Ulanbek Totuiae (Ambassador of 
Kyrgyz Republic), and Mr. Oybek Kambarov (Third secretary of Embassy of Uzbekistan) at COPAIR office, Islamabad.
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Since the disintegration of the So-
viet Union, the energy-rich and 
land-locked Central Asian Republics 
(CARs) have assumed great signif-
icance in Pakistan’s foreign policy 
considerations. Pakistan’s geograph-
ical proximity with the Central Asian 
region, the geo-political and geo-eco-
nomic significance of the CARs and 
the desire to become the gateway 
to Central Asia have stimulated Is-
lamabad’s interest in building closer 
political and economic ties with the 
region, which includes five republics 
of the former Soviet Union: Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, and Uzbekistan. In this 
regard, Mr. Tazeen Akhtar- Editor 
of Pakistan in the World stated that    

Pakistan’s cultural, political, reli-
gious, and trade relations and linkag-
es with Central Asia are not anything 
new. Both sides have a lengthy histo-
ry of mutual interaction and a closer 
relationship. 

COPAIR HOSTS IFTAR DINNER
FOR CENTRAL ASIA AND AZERBAIJAN FORMAT

AMBASSADORS TO THE PAKISTAN
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Random Clicks

President Center of Pakistan & International 
Relations (COPAIR) Amna Munawwar Awan 
hosted an iftar dinner for diplomats and se-
nior Academicians at COPAIR in Islamabad on 

Wednesday.

Former diplomat Fauzia Nasreen, Prof Dr. Shabana 
Fayyaz (HoD – Department of Defence and Strate-
gic Studies), Dr. Rubina Waseem (Assistant Pro-
fessor at National Defence University Islamabad), 
Syed Muhammad Ali (Director, Strategic Defense, 
Security & Policy at CASS), and Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Riaz Shad (Professor/HOD International Re-

lations, Numl University) graced the occasion.

COPAIR’S IFTAR DINNER FOR DIPLOMATS, SENIOR ACADEMICIANS 
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COPAIR organized an Iftar dinner for research associates to advocate youth engagement in National 
Economic Security and National Cohesion. President COPAIR, Ms. Amna Munawar Awan encouraged 
youth leaders to give suggestions on how youth can 
play an important role in narrative building, youth 
and women economic empowerment, and promo-
tion of the tourism industry in Pakistan. During 
the deliberations, the researchers also discussed 
contemporary geopolitics in particular the Ukraine 
war, and also policy options for Pakistan. The event 
participants Lauded the initiative of COPAIR and 

pledged resolve for their utmost engagement in 
foreseeable projects endeavors about youth’s role 
in nation-building.

YOUNG LEADERS INTERACTIVE SESSION AND
IFTAAR HOSTED BY COPAIR
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A delegation from the Ducatus team consist-
ing of Silke Leistner, Head of International 
Relations and Sales, and Sajjad Anwar Butt 
MBA Head of Business Development and 
Corporate Sales met with President CO-
PAIR Amna Munawwar Awan here in Islam-
abad.  During the deliberations, dignitaries 
discussed discuss matters of mutual inter-
ests, and prospects of collaboration. AI and 
BlockChain, NFTs & Metaverse remained 
focus of dissuasion.

COPAIR, DUCATUS DISCUSS MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTER-
ESTS, PROSPECTS OF COLLABORATION IN BLOCK CHAIN, 

METAVERSE BASED PROJECTS
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ISLAMABAD SECURITY DIALOGUE
COPAIR organized an Iftar dinner for research associates to advocate youth engagement in National Eco-
nomic Security and National Cohesion. President COPAIR, Ms. Amna Munawar Awan encouraged youth 
leaders to give suggestions on how youth can play an important role in narrative building, youth and wom-
en economic empowerment, and promotion of the tourism industry in Pakistan. During the deliberations, 
the researchers also discussed contemporary geopolitics in particular the Ukraine war, and also policy 
options for Pakistan. The event participants Lauded the initiative of COPAIR and pledged resolve for their 

utmost engagement in foreseeable projects endeavors about youth’s role in nation-building.



48 / Melange  May 2022

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) with the collaboration of Signature Ho-
tels launching ‘Digital Tourism Project’. Its epicenter of digital destination market aims to promote 
tourism industry, generate deeper connections with partners, & present latest trends in eTourism. 

Glimpse of the meetings and discussions held between COPAIR and Signature Hotels Group.

Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan, the President COPAIR & Editor-in-Chief Melange Magazine, Mr. Aleem 
Malik, the Project Director for Signature Hotel and  Mr. Faisal Nadeem Gorchani General Manager for 

Sales and Operation Signature Hotels maturing their partnership.

Random clicks
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MS. AMNA MUNAWWAR AWAN, CEO AT MELANGE REAL ESTATE VISITED SITE 
OF PARK VIEW CITY, ISLAMABAD WITH DIRECTOR OPERATIONS OF FAIR DEAL, 
SHEIKH FARAZ AHMED ALONG WITH OTHER TEAM MEMBERS AND SURVEY THE 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS AT SITE.
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COPAIR organized an Iftar dinner for research 
associates to advocate youth engagement in Na-
tional Economic Security and National Cohesion. 
President COPAIR, Ms. Amna Munawar Awan en-
couraged youth leaders to give suggestions on how 

youth can play an important role in narrative build-
ing, youth and women economic empowerment, 
and promotion of the tourism industry in Pakistan. 
During the deliberations, the researchers also dis-
cussed contemporary geopolitics in particular the 
Ukraine war, and also policy options for Pakistan. 
The event participants Lauded the initiative of 
COPAIR and pledged resolve for their utmost en-
gagement in foreseeable projects endeavors about 

youth’s role in nation-building.

PRESIDENT COPAIR, MS. AMNA MUNAWWAR AWAN

DISCUSSED ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING SMES

TO DRIVE COUNTRY ECONOMIES FORWARD, DURING

ANNUAL INVEST MEETING 2022 ACTIVITIES.
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11th edition of the Annual Investment Meeting was 
held under the patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Min-

ister, and Ruler of Dubai. H.E. Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri, 
Minister of Economy of UAE inaugurated the opening 

ceremony of AIM 2022.
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Glimpses of the 11th edition of the Annual Invest-
ment Meeting, held in UAE.  Participants discussed 

that SMEs are becoming of strategic importance 
for developing countries, countries in transition, 

and in countries with developed economies.
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News Updates

ISLAMABAD:Opposition parties in the National Assembly on Sunday defeated the ruling PTI 
government in the no-confidence resolution they jointly moved against Prime Minister Imran 

Khan with   174 votes, setting a new precedent in parliamentary history of the country 
for in-house change through a democratic and constitutional manner. In the 341-seat House (excluding a seat that 
fell vacant due to demise of MNA Khayal Zaman Orakzai), the unified opposition secured 174 votes after Member 
of Panel of Chairpersons Ayaz Sadiq asked for the simple division in favour and against the resolution for physi-
cal-count of the members. The resolution, carrying names of 152 movers, was presented by Leader of the Opposition 
Shehbaz Sharif on March 28 under Article 95(1) of the Constitution, read with rule 37 of the Rules of Procedure and 
Conduct of Business in the National Assembly, 2007 that stated “This House is of the view that the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Mr. Imran Khan, has lost the confidence of the majority of the members of the National Assembly of 
Pakistan, therefore he should cease to hold office.”VoM

ISLAMABAD: The federal government has assigned powers of the director-general of the In-
telligence Bureau (IB) to grade-21 officer Fawad Asadullah, reported by VoM. The Establishment 

D i v i - sion on Wednesday issued a notification of the appointment of Fawad Asadullah who is currently 
serving as Commandant IB Academy. Fawad Asadullah has served in senior posts in the IB. Pertinent to note that the 
slot of IB DG has been lying vacant due to the 90-day leave of Dr. Muhammad Suleiman. As per the notification, Fawad 
Asadullah will perform the duties of the IB director-general in absence of Dr. Muhammad Suleiman.VoM

ISLAMABAD:US Congresswoman Ilhan Omar along with a delegation; of Timothy Mynett, Nich-
olas Lampson, and Tahir Javed made a rare visit to Muzaffarabad, Azad Jammu and Kashmir 

(AJK) on Thursday where she held a discussion with Azad Jammu and Kashmir President Bar 
 rister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhary and also during the tour to LoC, Chakothi bridge,  she interacted 
with local families respectively. During the deliberations over the Kashmir issue with the AJK president, the con-
gresswoman remarked that she had already voiced serious concerns over the human rights violations in the Indian 
Occupied Kashmir and would take up the issue with the US Congress as well as the Biden administration.VoM

RAWALPINDI:  Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa has stressed the need for global conver-
gence   and sincere efforts to avert a looming humanitarian catastrophe in Afghanistan. He 

was talking to the ex-US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation and a prominent guest speaker at 
Islamabad Security Dialogue Zalmay Khalilzad, who called on him in Rawalpindi today (Friday). During the meeting, 
matters of mutual interest, regional security situation including Afghanistan, and bilateral cooperation in various 
fields were discussed. General Bajwa thanked Zalmay Khalilzad for attending the Islamabad Security Dialogue. The 
visiting dignitary appreciated Pakistan’s role and efforts toward regional stability. He pledged to play his role in fur-
ther improvement in diplomatic cooperation between the United States and Pakistan at all levels.VoM

Opposition knocks out PM Imran  in no trust-move

US Congresswoman Ilhan Omar raises strong voice against 
Indian atrocities in IIOJK

Fawad Asadullah assigned powers of the Director General of 
Intelligence Bureau (IB)

COAS, Zalmay Khalilzad discuss regional security situation
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 News Updates

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan Navy has taken over Command of Multinational Combined Task Force 151 
(CTF-151) from the Royal Jordanian Navy at the Change of Command ceremony held at HQ US 

NAVCENT, Bahrain. Commodore Ahmed Hussain of the Pakistan Navy took over the Command of 
Colonel Mohammad Ismail Al-Tarawneh of the Royal Jordanian Navy. Speaking on the Occasion, PN Commander 
Combined Task Force-151 (CCTF-151) Commodore Ahmed Hussain assured us that his team is fully prepared to effi-
ciently shoulder this challenging responsibility. He reaffirmed his resolve to continue operations with zeal and zest. 
The mission of CTF-151 is to deter, disrupt, and suppress piracy and armed robbery at sea. The Task Force engages 
with regional and other partners to strengthen relevant capabilities in order to protect global maritime commerce.
VoM 

RAWALPINDI :General Lucky Eluonye Onyenuchea Leo Irabor, Chief of Defence Staff Nigerian 
Armed Forces, who is on official visit to Pakistan called on General Nadeem Raza, Chairman Joint 

Chiefs of Staff Committee at Joint Staff Headquarters, Rawalpindi. Matters of bilateral defence coop-
eration including security, military exchanges, training and prevailing regional environment were discussed during 
the meeting. Chief of Defence Staff Nigeria said that these mutually beneficial interactions have deepened the bi-
lateral defence relationship, strengthened the cooperation and enhanced mutual understanding between the two 
armies. Chairman JCSC reaffirmed the strong and long-standing bilateral defence relationship between Nigeria and 
Pakistan.VoM

ISLAMABAD:A business delegation of Kyrgyzstan led by Dzhunushaliev Aibek, Head of the Depart-
ment for Controlling the Execution of Decisions of the President and the Cabinet of Ministers of the 

Presidential Administration of the Kyrgyz Republic visited Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (ICCI) to explore business partnerships with the business community of Islamabad. H.E. Totuiaev Ulanbek 
Asankulovich, Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan also accompanied the delegation. The delegation was representing various 
sectors including mining, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, textiles, chemicals, food processing & products, construction 
materials, logistics, IT & telecom, shipbuilding, renewable energy, metallurgy, gold, sugar, ventilation equipment etc.
VoM

RAWALPINDI: Lieutenant General Khussainov Marat Rakhimovich, First Deputy Defence Min-
ister/Chief of General Staff of Armed Forces of Kazakhstan, called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 

Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force in his office. During the meeting, both 
the dignitaries discussed matters of professional and mutual interest. Lieutenant General Khussainov Marat Rakhi-
movich commended the professionalism of PAF and acknowledged its rising indigenous capacity in aviation indus-
try. The Air Chief said that Pakistan and Republic of Kazakhstan enjoy longstanding religious, cultural and historical 
bonds which are manifested through strong ties between both air forces. The Air Chief reiterated his resolve to fur-
ther enhance the existing bilateral cooperation between the two brotherly countries.VoM

10th time Pakistan Navy takes over Command of 
Combined Task Force-151

Kyrgyzstan business delegation visits ICCI to explore
business partnerships

Pakistan values long-standing bilateral defence
relationship with Nigeria: CJCSC

Kazakhstan, Pakistan agree to boost defense ties
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ISLAMABAD: Russia, hit by Western sanctions, has called on the BRICS group of emerging 
economies to extend the use of national currencies and integrate payment systems, the finance 
ministry said on Saturday. Sanctions have cut Russia off from the global financial system and from 
nearly half of its gold and foreign exchange reserves, which stood at $606.5 billion in early April. On 
Friday, Finance Minister Anton Siluanov told a ministerial meeting with BRICS, which consists of Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China and South Africa, that the global economic situation had worsened substantially due to the sanctions, the 
ministry’s statement said. The new sanctions also destroy the foundation of the existing international monetary and 
financial system based on the U.S. dollar, Siluanov said. “This pushes us to the need to speed up work in the following 
areas: the use of national currencies for export-import operations, the integration of payment systems and cards, our 
own financial messaging system and the creation of an independent BRICS rating agency,” Siluanov said.VoM

UNITED NATIONS: The United Nations General Assembly on Thursday voted to adopt a US-
backed resolution to suspend Russia from the UN Human Rights Council over reports of “gross 
and systematic violations and abuses of human rights” during the Russian military offensive 
against Ukraine. The resolution received 93 votes in favour to 24 against, with 58 countries abstaining, including Pa-
kistan. The vote came amid global outrage over the alleged killings of civilians in Bucha, Ukraine, after Russian forces 
withdrew from Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv. A two-thirds majority of voting members – abstentions do not count – was 
needed to suspend Russia from the 47-member Council. Suspensions are rare. Libya was suspended in 2011 because 
of violence against protesters by forces loyal to then-leader Muammar Gaddafi.VoM

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan and China on Friday reviewed the progress of China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and also discussed the future plan for the com-
pletion of these projects. Both sides evaluated the development of CPEC,SEZs, particularly Rashakai, 
Allama Iqbal, Dhabeji and Bostan SEZs and expressed satisfaction over the achievements so far, said a press release 
issued by Board of Investment (BOI) here. The 6th Joint Working Group (JWG) meeting was co-chaired by Secretary 
Board of Investment (BOI) Fareena Mazhar and Director General, National Development and Reform Commission 
(NDRC), China, Mr.Ying Xiong .VoM

RAWALPINDI:  Foreign ministers from the Gulf Cooperation Council states held their 151st session on 
Thursday in Riyadh to discuss a number of developments. The session was chaired by Saudi Foreign Min-
ister Prince Faisal bin Farhan, the chairman of the current session of the ministerial council, with the partic-
ipation of GCC Secretary-General Nayef Al-Hajraf. Al-Hajraf said the meeting would discuss a number of reports on develop-
ments in implementing the decisions of the Supreme Council issued by the 42nd summit in Riyadh. He also said the ministers 
would discuss agreements and reports submitted by the ministerial and technical committees and the General Secretariat, as 
well as dialogues and strategic relations between the GCC and international countries and blocs, and the latest regional and 
international developments.VoM

Russia calls for integrating BRICS payment systems

Pakistan, China appraises progress on CPEC, SEZs

United Nations suspends Russia from Human Rights 
Council over rights abuses in Ukraine

GCC Foreign Ministers hold meeting to discuss 
regional and international developments
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ISLAMABAD:Command and Staff Conference of Pakistan Navy concluded at Naval Headquar-
ters, Islamabad. The Conference was chaired by Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi. During the conference, matters related to geo strategic milieu, national securi-
ty, operational preparedness, training and welfare of troops were reviewed. Comprehensive briefings 
on important on-going and future developmental projects of Pakistan Navy were also given to Chief of the Naval Staff. 
The Naval Chief expressed confidence over combat readiness and significant contributions of the Navy in maritime 
domain. He emphasized over strengthening maritime security and to effectively respond to any aggression against 
Pakistan. The Naval Chief lauded the initiatives undertaken towards capability development through acquisition of 
emerging technologies. He also appreciated the Field Commanders for the successful conduct of Ex- e r c i s e 
Seaspark 22.VoM

UNITED NATIONS :The UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), known as 
(MONUSCO), Saturday repatriated the bodies of eight UN peacekeepers, including six Pakistanis, 
who were tragically killed when their helicopter crashed on March 29 in the country’s North Kivu 
province, the mission announced. One Russian and one Serbian peacekeepers also died in the crash 
on Tuesday. The UN helicopter was on a reconnaissance mission on an area where there have been clashes between 
the M23 rebel group and the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC) in recent daysVoM

ISLAMABAD:After a strong economic rebound in fiscal year (FY) 2021, Pakistan’s economic 
growth is expected to moderate to 4% in FY2022 due to tighter fiscal and monetary policies be-
fore picking up again in FY2023, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) said in a report on Wednes-
day. According to the Asian Development Outlook (ADO) 2022, ADB’s annual flagship economic pub-
lication, Pakistan’s gross domestic product (GDP) growth is projected to slow to 4% in FY2022 from 5.6% in FY2021 
as the government applies measures to reduce the current account deficit, raise international reserves, and cut infla-
tion. Growth is expected to accelerate to 4.5% in FY2023 due to stronger private consumption and investment.VoM

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan, speaking on behalf of the “Group of 77” developing countries 
and China, has underscored the need for transforming commodity-dependent developing 
countries’ economies structurally so as to increase their earnings by adding value to com-
modities, basically creating new valuable products traded at fairer prices.Speaking in an 
interactive dialogue on “commodities” convened by the UN General Assembly President, 
Ambassador Aamir Khan, Pakistan’s permanent representative to the UN, said developing 
countries look forward to implementing projects with development partners that will help 
those countries to diversify their economies.VoM

 Sohail Majeed Butt
Special Correspondent 

VoM

Naval Chief presides over Command & Staff 
Conference at Naval HQ

ADB expresses resolve to assist sustainable development
in Pakistan

UN mission in Congo repatriates’ bodies of six Pakistani 
peacekeepers martyred in chopper crash

Pakistan calls for revamping of commodity-dependent 
developing states to uplift earnings
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Qatar
Qatar is located on a peninsula in the Persian Gulf abutting Saudi Arabia. It is a country that offers 
an endless number of possibilities for travelers. Whether you are looking to shop, explore the his-
tory, or experience nature Qatar has something for everyone. There are a number of exciting plac-
es in Qatar that are worth a visit. The following is a list of the top 10 best places to visit in Qatar in 

2022.

Qatar NatioNal

musEum
The Qatar National Museum 
of History and Archaeology 
is the first museum in Qatar 
to showcase the country’s di-
verse cultural heritage and its 
role in world history. It tells 
how Qatar became what it 
is today through interactive 
exhibits. It is fun for all ages 

and educational too.

souQ WaQiF
Souq Waqif is one of the old-
est markets globally and has 
been an important trade lo-
cation since ancient times. 
This market has something 
for everyone, including fresh 
fruit and vegetables, local 
handmade crafts, clothing, 
and shoes. This place is now 
a major tourist attraction with 
restaurants, shopping, and 
plenty of exploring places. 
You can even take guided 
tours through the souq if you 
want to learn more about its 
history. Several cafes offer 
delicious food at reasonable 

prices.

thE corNichE
It is 5 miles stretch along the 
waterfront has everything 
from beaches to restaurants 
and shops that have been 
explicitly designed for stroll-
ing.  You can also find sev-
eral parks and playgrounds 
for the kids. Therefore, Doha 
Corniche is one of the tourist 
places to go in Qatar for a 
chill evening and some casu-

al shopping and dining. 

thE doha dEsErt
In Doha, you can get one of 
the best desert adventures in 
the middle east. Doha des-
erts are the top tourist at-
tractions in the country. You 
may have an amazing desert 
experience in Doha, Qatar’s 
dunes. Nothing compares to 
a camel ride over the smooth 
dunes before heading out 
on an exciting desert safari 
across the dunes to Khor Al 
Adaid. It is only accessible by 
4-wheeler. It is one of those 
locations that are difficult to 
discover elsewhere in the 

world.

thE PEarl Qatar
The Pearl-Qatar is one of the 
mega projects with big am-
bitions in Qatar. It is an artifi-
cial island built off the coast of 
Doha, and it aims to become 
a sustainable model for other 
countries in the region. It also 
aims to be an example of using 
technology to make people live 
better lives. The Pearl-Qatar 
has everything from fine dining 
options to casual family restau-
rants with waterfront views all 
under one roof so you can en-
joy a comprehensive yet delec-
table experience. Additionally, 
it has a selection of specialty 
boutiques offering fashion jew-
elry & lifestyle products and se-
lected specialty stores that offer 
a unique shopping experience. 
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PurPlE islaNd
Another place known for its 
mangrove forest is an island 
in Al Khor known as Purple 
Island. It is also popular for 
its sunrise and sunset views. 
Visitors loved the new wood-
en bridge which makes the 
place convenient for families. 
Kids will have a fun time spot-
ting birds, fishes, and crabs 
in the area. Like Al Thakira, 
boating and fishing are also 
popular here. There is also a 
nearby beach for those who 

want to swim. 

 doha Fort
Al Koot Fort, commonly 
known as The Doha Fort, 
is located in the old city of 
Doha and is one of the best 
tourist attractions in Qatar. 
The Doha Fort is the perfect 
destination for those who 
want to learn more about the 
culture and history of Qatar. 
It is also a great place to shop 
for traditional handicrafts, 
products, and photos of daily 
life with illustrations. You can 
even purchase some unique 
items not available anywhere 

else in the world. 

thE musEum oF

islamic art
The Museum of Islamic Art is 
located in the capital city of 
Qatar. It is one of the best 
places to visit in Doha, Qatar. 
MIA offers a unique opportu-
nity to experience thousands 
of years of history, culture, 
and tradition through its 
collection of over 6,000 ob-
jects from across the Muslim 
world. A visit here will teach 
you about Islam and give you 
an insight into the rich cul-
tural heritage belonging to 
many different regions such 
as North Africa, South Asia, 
or Persia (Iran). You will learn 
about the architecture and 
design techniques like mosa-
ics or stucco work on walls or 
ceilings. You can also learn 
about fashion. It has clothes 
from weddings dating back 

to the 19th century.

thE Katara

cultural VillagE
Katara Cultural Village is 
a place where people can 
come together to experience 
different cultures and learn 
from each other. It is an op-
portunity for you to try new 
things, meet new friends 
and enjoy art in all its forms 
– music, dance, theatre, or 
visual arts. Katara Cultural 
Village’s heart lies in a rich 
collection of Arab heritage 
experiences: Al-Arroub Folk-
lore Heritage Center, Doha 
Exhibition & Convention 
Centre, Al-Khor Museum, 
Nabadwip Crafts Centre 
Qasr al Zubair Museum, and 
Madinat Khalifa Historical 
Site. This place tells Qatar’s 
story through interactive ex-
hibitions that showcase tra-
ditional handcrafts like cal-
ligraphy painting (Thuluth), 
pottery making (Zirafah), 
paper marbling. Therefore, 
Katara Cultural Village is a 
popular attraction in Qatar 
that offers things for any age 

group.
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Qatari Cuisine
salooNa 

Saloona is basically spicy 
meat and/or vegetable broth. 
It usually contains tomatoes, 
aubergine, carrots and pota-
toes. People eat it by itself or 

with rice. 

machboos 
One of the most popular 
dishes in any Qatari home is 
machboos, or Kabsa, which is 
basically rice cooked with de-
licious spices and any kind of 
meat – chicken, lamb, shrimp, 
camel or fish. It looks similar 

to biryani. 

madhruba 
A Ramadan favourite, 
madhruba, also known as 
‘beaten porridge’, is a combi-
nation of rice, milk, butter and 
cardamom that is cooked to-
gether until it becomes mushy. 
Chicken and other types of 
meat are stewed along with 

mashed beans.

ghuzi 
Whole roasted lamb served 
on a generous bed of rice, 
vegetables and flavourful 
nuts create this extravagant 

dish.

luQaimat 
Usually made during Rama-
dan for a dessert-filled eve-
ning, this dish is a mixture of 
butter, milk, flour, sugar, saf-
fron and cardamom. These 
ingredients are used to create 
little dumplings, which are 
then deep-fried and dipped 
in sugar syrup or honey to in-
crease the sweet factor. Soft 
on the inside and crunchy on 
the outside, this dish is sure to 

satisfy your sweet tooth. 
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tharEEd 
Another Ramadan spe-
cial and similar to a 
pot of stew, thareed, 
often called the Arab 
lasagna, includes veg-
etables such as car-
rots, beans, onions 
and potatoes cooked 
with chicken or lamb 
and mixed with tomato 
sauce and spices. Bread 
is placed on the bottom 
of the dish, soaking 
up the stew juices and 
making the bread soft 

and flavourful.

margoog 
This dish is full of fibre 
and essential vitamins. 
It’s usually prepared 
with zucchini, carrots, 
eggplant, tomatoes, 
potatoes and tender-
ized meat. Thin layers 
of dough are cut into 
pieces and boiled in the 
stock so that it can soak 

up all the flavor.

harEEs 
Also known as haris-
sa, harees is basical-
ly boiled, cracked, or 
coarsely ground wheat 
mixed with meat. The 
consistency varies be-
tween a porridge and a 
dumpling. Harees is also 
considered to be good 
for your health because 
of its nutrient content, 
and it serves as a great 
way to break the fast at 
Iftar during Ramadan. 

Kousa mahshi 
Kousa mahshi is stuffed 
zucchini, and it is a fa-
vourite all over the Mid-
dle East. The zucchini 
in this international-in-
spired dish features a 
stuffing of lamb fla-
voured with mint and 
garlic; it is then baked 
in the oven before being 

served hot.

balalEEt 
Pasta made sweet – this 
Indian-influenced dish 
includes fried vermicel-
li topped with a saffron 
omelette, making it soft, 
crunchy, sweet and savoury 
all at once. People eat it 
not only for breakfast but 

also dessert.
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PAKISTAN’S SHAN MASOOD
CREATES HISTORY IN ENGLISH COUNTY

CHAMPIONSHIP
“Masood is the first Pakistani batter to score two consecutive double centuries 

in two innings in the county championship.”

Pakistan’s opening batter 
Shan Masood got his name 
into record books on Fri-
day when he became the 

first-ever Pakistani to score two 
back-to-back double centuries in 
the county championship.

The 32-year-old batter is rep-
resenting county Derbyshire. He 
played a knock of 219 off 268 de-
liveries against Leicestershire on 
Friday to score his second consec-
utive double-century. In the pre-
vious match, he had scored 239 
against Sussex.

Masood is the first Pakistani 
batter to score two consecutive 
double centuries in two innings in 
the county championship. Masood 
made his first-class debut in 2007 
playing for Hyderabad (Pakistan) 
against Karachi Whites. Shan made 
it to the international stage in 
2013 after excellent performanc-
es at the domestic and junior lev-
el. With Pakistan struggling to find 
good openers during that period, 
Masood was given the opportunity 
to impress when he made his Test 
debut against South Africa in Octo-
ber 2013. In his very first innings 
he played a solid innings of 75 and 
helped Pakistan win the match 
convincingly.

However, after that he got just 
3 more opportunities to play for 
his nation until July 2015. He was 
selected for Pakistan’s tour of Sri 
Lanka in 2015 and at Pallekele he 
scored his maiden Test century. In 
this innings he showed brilliant 
application and helped his nation 
to another victory by forming a 
242-run stand with Younis Khan. 
After this performance he was giv-
en more opportunities but failed to 
capitalize on them. The main prob-
lem with him was his inability to 
convert starts into big scores.

He is the 2nd Pakistani batter 
to do so in first-class cricket after 
Arshad Parvez, who had scored 243 
(vs Baluchistan) and 236 (vs MCB) 
in BCCP Patron’s Trophy in 1978. 
The last time any Asian batter was 
able to score back-to-back double 
centuries in the county champion-
ship was before partition, in 1933, 
when Nawab Iftikharuddin scored 
231 and 224 in 1933 for Worces-
tershire. Masood was overlooked 
for Test matches against Australia. 
However, he has proved to be in 
the best form of his life by amass-
ing overall 611 runs in just four in-
nings he has played in the county 
championship this season.
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