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In Mélange international magazine’s 
April edition, we take pride in offer-
ing a wide range of perspectives from 
across the globe on significant nation-
al and international issues through 
dispassionate analyses. This issue of 
Melange International Magazine aims 
to present bare assertions on emerg-
ing new world order, the significance 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation to build a strong Muslim world, 
Pakistan’s energy crisis and the cur-
rent situation of Pakistan’s relations 
with Turkey, China, and United King-
dom and provides to its readers with 
a general framework of critical global 
events. 

The Editor-in-Chief of Melange, 
Ms Amna Munawwar Awan, penned 
the Big Story of the April Issue, titled 
“The Age of Multipolarity: Mapping a 
New World Order”. Ms Malik exam-
ines America’s declining power rela-
tive to the rest of the world and the 
rise of rest. In the Post-Cold War era, 
she writes that many international 
relations researchers and prevailing 
theories of international relations 
foresee or explain significant chang-
es in the international system. Addi-
tionally, emerging realities highlight 
that the international system, domi-
nated by the United States, is likely to 
change toward a multi-polar political 
and geo-economic order. This view-
point has evolved throughout the de-
cades since the Cold War, as Russia, 
China, and other regional countries 
have steadily increased their military 
and economic dominance.

In contrast, perceptions of the 
US decline have grown in the end of 
the twenty-first century. On the one 
hand, major countries’ pursuit of 
multipolarity underlines their desire 
for a harmonic world characterized 
by standards such as sovereignty, 
non-intervention, and peaceful coex-
istence. At the same time, allowing 
them to explain their interaction with 
the growing international order on 

the other. Ms Amna explores that the 
world is understandably in the midst 
of one of its more turbulent eras. The 
coronavirus epidemic has only added 
to worldwide political instability at a 
time once the globe is in transition, 
with world power moving, the stale-
mate between the world’s powers 
persisting. Moreover, a rules-based 
system dissolving as large states ex-
plains their multilateralism commit-
ment. If Ukraine becomes a lengthy 
test of power between Russia and the 
west, which appears to be the case, 
China will be the key geopolitical win-
ner.

The Melange International Mag-
azine strives to do its part by publish-
ing extensive analyses with profound 
impact through a diverse readership. 
The Magazine’s content features di-
verse perspectives and insights of 
national and international analysts, 
scholars, and academicians on global 
security, regional affairs, and inter-
national peace. For example, SDGs 
and Climate Change, Emerging Global 
Dynamics and Pakistan-China’s Re-
lations, International Property Show 
(IPS), Pakistan’s energy security and 
the Nuclear Program Brief on Annual 
Investment Meeting and the Global-
ization of World Politics. 

On behalf of the team of Maga-
zine, I express my gratitude to all the 
authors, readers, reviews, and editors 
for making this Magazine a success.
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Big Story

The United States hasty with-
drawal from Afghanistan, 
failure to coerce Russia 
during Ukraine conflict, Con-

flict with China, repeated fiascos 
to influence Middle Eastern states 
forecast the emergence of new glob-
al rule which has shifted the world 
politics and geopolitical realities. 
These emerging dynamics offers 
a border view of trends as well as 
identify global trends. Additionally, 
the global pandemic is still running, 
but world is in an enthusiastic race, 
ready to look ahead. One of the most 
pressing questions is whether ongo-
ing Covid-19 will bring shift in global 
order and what it will appear to be.

Emerging realities highlights 
that international system, dominat-
ed by the United States, is likely to 
change toward a multi-polar polit-
ical and geo-economic order. This 

viewpoint has evolved throughout 
the decades since the conclusion of 
the Cold War, as Russia, China, and 
other regional countries have steadi-
ly increased their military and eco-
nomic dominance, while perceptions 
of the US decline have grown in the 
end of twenty-first century. On one 
hand, major countries’ pursuit of 
multipolarity underlines their desire 
of a harmonic world characterized 
by standards such as sovereignty, 
non-intervention, and peaceful co-
existence while allowing them to 
explain their interaction with the 
growing international order on the 
other. The disadvantage of pursuing 
such a geopolitical goal is the threat 
it poses to the liberal international 
system and norms, which the United 
States has painstakingly created and 
rigorously administered since the 
conclusion of World War II. Another 

important factor that has recently 
begun to emerge is the impression 
of forceful containment of China as 
a result of country’s increased ca-
pabilities in economic and military 
sphere, as well as foreign policy of 
Russia based on assertiveness in re-
sponse to the current Ukraine con-
flict. In a way, these emerging dy-
namics generates a paradox: such as 
on the one hand, China supports ide-
als like prosperity, peace and equali-
ty through a multi-polar geo-political 
global order, but on the other side, 
the perception created by the west 
about the China’s aggressiveness 
negates these lofty goals. Keeping in 
mind the emerging global dynamics, 
this article will concentrate on the 
above-mentioned features of chang-
ing international order (multi-Po-
larity) that China, Russia, Japan and 
other European States may seek, as 

The Age Of Multipolarity
M a p p i n g  a  N e w  Wo r l d  O r d e r

Amna Munawwar Awan
Amna Munawwar Awan is President of the Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief of the Mélange 
International Magazine, Voice of Melange, and The Asian Telegraph.
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well as the peaceful rise of the states, 
particularly in light of predicted re-
sponses from the United States and 
other major powers.

China’s Belt and Road Initiative 
and Global Dynamics
The Belt and Road Initiative has been 
dubbed “the most comprehensive 
endeavor attempted in centuries.” 
It is a multibillion-dollar Chinese 
multilateral development initiative 
announced in 2013 that promises to 
link over 70 nations by land and wa-
ter, with an influence so large that it 
will affect every aspect of civilization. 
The project baseline is so large that it 
is not expected to be completed un-
til 2049. Many people have seen the 
Project as a symbol of China’s en-
trance into the world scene.

The War in Ukraine Holds a Warn-
ing 
For a long time, the liberal interna-
tional structure is now on life sup-
port. In his inauguration address, 
President Biden described democ-
racy as “fragile.” Russia’s President 
Vladimir V. Putin remarked two 
years ago that “the liberal notion” 
had “fallen into disuse,” while Chi-
na’s leader, Xi Jinping, has exalted the 
might of an all-powerful regime and 
“self-confidence in our system,” as 
stated in March.

The international response 

to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has 
demonstrated that the internation-
al postwar regulation’s downfall is 
not inevitable. No one could have 
anticipated that Germany would re-
verse decades of military reluctance 
by investing 100 billion euros in its 
military spending, that Switzerland 
would defrost Russian oligarchs’ in-
vestments, or that World Cup soccer, 
YouTube, and global energy compa-
nies would all cut ties with Russia 
just a month ago.

Ukraine is being considered as 
an exam for the sustainability of a 
75-year-old idea: that unipolarity, 
liberal democracy, American military 
capability, and free trade can provide 
the foundations for peace and world-
wide growth by almost everyone, 
from European and Asian leaders 
to current and past American politi-
cians.

Coronavirus and International Re-
sponse 
Health care, small and medium sized 
enterprises, the monetary system, 
and global governance and world or-
der have all seen macro changes as a 
result of COVID-19’s influence on so-
ciety. COVID-19 has revealed the vul-
nerability of independent countries, 
as well as the current global order. It 
hasn’t resulted in any new develop-
ments, such as COVID-19 pandem-
ic demonstrates the power of Bio-

tech and information technology. It 
showed the old state’s vulnerability, 
as well as the weakness of all gov-
ernments who regard themselves as 
post-industrial, marching backwards 
into the future, apparently helpless 
to alter that prospect and just star-
ing at the ruins of the past. The fact 
is that we have a horrifying death 
toll in the world, as well as a crippled 
economy.

199 nations have been affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. To prop-
erly combat the epidemic, it is rec-
ommended that a temporary inter-
national order be established with 
the following characteristics: Ban 
all biological, nuclear, and chemical 
weapons testing across the world, 
as well as any armament that could 
be used for bio-warfare.  Accelerate 
global disarmament efforts and re-
duce or eliminate all ongoing wars.

Towards a Multi-Polar Interna-
tional System
In the Post-Cold War era, the inter-
national system is divided into two 
parts: unipolarity and multipolarity. 
The term ‘Unipolarity’ is defined by 
the United States as a sole power in 
the system, while the term ‘multipo-
larity’ is defined as other developing 
powers such as China, the European 
Union, Russia, and Japan. The fall of 
the United States as a superpower is 
explained as relative decline, which 

Emerging Multipolarity: Factors and Realities 

Growing Economc connectivity among through trade, 
investment, and growing  interdependence

Information Technology 
and Digital Future 

Biotechnology and 
Security Threats in 
emrging power politics

Trade pratices and their 
impact on global 
economy

Post-Pandemic US-China 
competition and 
multipolar future
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in return gave rise to other powers 
leading to the multipolar system. 
since the rise of other states, the 
Unipolar global order, which is in-
fluenced by the United States, is dis-
solving with the passage of time. Sig-
nificantly, China is seen as the critical 
strong states among all these devel-
oping countries due to its peaceful 
economic and political progress, 
and the official pronouncements of 
the United States and new policies 
reflect great worry as the United 
States perceives China’s emergence 
as a risk to its dominance. Whereas 
China is regarded a latecomer in 
the international system due to 
its governance structure and 
isolated culture since it is 
still learning the impor-
tance of global political 
order.

In the Interna-
tional system based 
on multi-polarity, 
many federations 
and blocs com-
prised political, 
economic, and 
cultural character-
istics of nations, 
correspondingly, 
regional states exer-
cise some degree of 
influence in contrast 
to US hegemony. Due to 
the globalization, hege-
mony of the United States 
has expanded across the en-
tire globe; however, the emerg-
ing trends are entirely different, 
with multi-polar world order, is like-
ly to offer stability and peace in in-
ternational system. Though disputes 
between nations will continue to ex-
ist as a result of cultural exchanges 
and economic cooperation, but their 
severity will be substantially lower.

According to western scholars, 
the consequences of multi-polar 
world order are several such a glob-
al governance may become more 
competitive or complicated. The key 
viewpoint on the emerging world or-
der is that many Western scholars re-
strain that  multipolar system start-
ed emerging from the end of the Cold 
War, or decline of the United States, 
or the rise of other states such as 
Russia, China, Japan , but rather they 

are of the view that in a comprehen-
sive framework such as growing eco-
nomic crises, trade competition, eco-
nomic wars, and Western countries’ 
failure to overcome these  emerging 
crises alone, while the Asian econo-
mies are comparatively stable due 
to their economic policies. shifting 
trade and investment policies from 
the north-south axis to the south-
south axis can also be noted, posi-
tioning China along with other states 
as a leader in bringing 

a new w o r l d 
order into being.

Theoretical Framework: Neo-lib-
eralism theory on Rise of China, 
Russia, EU
The emergence of China is seen as 
a danger by several realist authors, 
who forecast a clash between Chi-
na and the United States. However, 
based on the emergence of China, 
Russia, and the EU, and based on the 
writings of certain liberal scholars, 
I believe that, in contrast to realist 
predictions, the Liberal global order 
is more active. Both Neoliberals and 
liberals believe that major nations 
may collaborate and coexist; aside 

from that, there is peace and harmo-
ny beyond hegemony. In internation-
al politics, there is a rising discussion 
about whether the liberal global 
order can withstand the growth of 
new powers, and if the United States’ 
hegemonic position must be chal-
lenged. The liberal school of thinking 
claims that the existing world order 
is flexible, giving emerging powers 
with responsibilities and authority 
while also working with the growth 
of new great powers without con-
frontation.

Both Realists and Liberals rec-
ognize anarchy as a significant 

element. Anarchy, according to 
liberals, is necessary because 

it provides for a variety 
of interactions between 

states. While criticizing 
Mearsheimer’s the-
ories, Keohane and 
Martin felt that they 
contained too many 
generalizations and 
that the image he 
offers was not spe-
cific. They main-
tained that nations 
build institutions 

because they give 
knowledge, lower 

transaction costs, and 
increase the credibility 

of agreements.
This, according to 

Keohane and Nye, is the 
period of interdependence, 

which might be translated as 
“mutual dependency.” This connec-

tion had an impact on foreign politics 
as well. Multinational collaboration, 
transnational social movements, and 
international organizations have 
supplanted a state that historically 
dominated world politics. Econom-
ic interconnectedness, according to 
liberals, will reduce the likelihood 
of political conflict between coun-
tries. Economic interdependence 
is defined by Richard Cooper in his 
renowned book as “the sensitivity 
of economic transactions between 
two or more nations to economic 
changes within those states.” Two 
additional writers described eco-
nomic interdependence in a broader 
sense, claiming that the internation-
al system is characterized by com-
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plex interdependence, with return-
ing effects across nations owing to 
international transactions, such as 
the flow of money and people over 
international boundaries. When it 
comes to complex interdependence, 
international organizations such as 
the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank (WB) have a 
momentous impression on econom-
ic activities among states and play a 
critical role in the development of re-
lations among states. In this context, 
Keohane and Nye argue that due to 
economic interdependence states 
are less likely to take offensive ac-
tion to achieve their objectives. Fur-
thermore, the use of force has been 
costly for governments due to multi-
ple reasons: big nations have nuclear 
capability, poor or weak countries 
exhibit hostility to it, it also has un-
predictable and bad repercussions 
on states’ economic aims, and lastly, 
internal forces oppose human cost in 
countries.

Complex interdependence, ac-
cording to Keohane, does not imply 
that a condition of conflict has been 
eradicated; rather, interdependence 
between nations in the global econ-
omy causes problems. People flock 
to their governments in times of 
unemployment, recession, or sud-
den price changes, for example, and 
governments search for ways to 
transfer the repercussions to other 
things. To avert this circumstance, 
cooperation is required. Cooperation 
between nations necessitates recip-
rocal policy adjustments, which may 
be done through hegemonic power, 
which Keohane defines as the ability 
to impose and sustain international 
regimes that suit their own interests 
while also being consistent with the 
interests of others.

Elements of Hegemony in Interna-
tional System and Complex Inter-
dependence 
Hegemony is dependent on some 
form of asymmetric collaboration, 
and while cooperation is not incom-
patible with hegemony, the hege-
mon encourages and promotes it. 
Hegemony is also important in the 
formation of international regimes. 
According to Keohane, US hegemony 
is waning, and if states are forced to 

collaborate, it will be more difficult 
than cooperating without a hege-
mon. This will aid in the establish-
ment of institutions. Institutions that 
promote collaboration assist govern-
ments in pursuing their goals; more-
over, information-based institutions 
eliminate uncertainty and make fu-
ture agreements between nations 
conceivable. Institutions, according 
to Keohane, have no probability of 
always prevailing collaboration, but 
institutions are aware of state inter-
ests since interdependence between 
states produces interests in cooper-
ation. Realists argue that conflicts 
arise from cooperation, but their 
argument fails to explain interna-
tional agreements on major world 
issues such as environmental issues, 
diverse trade and financial issues, 
health, and so on, in which major 
states sit together and cooperate to 
mitigate the negative consequences 
of these issues.

When we examine all of these 
liberal ideas in the context of China, 
some liberal authors claim that China 
is far more likely to be involved in the 
process of complex interdependence, 
as two liberal authors previously 
said. For example, China is more fo-
cuses on regional cooperation based 
on economic or trade benefits and 
interdependencies, and economic 
interdependence between China and 

the rest of the globe is increasing 
at a higher level.  And, as a result of 
this increased interdependence, the 
relationship between China and the 
rest of the globe has improved. Inter-
national relation scholars has more 
open and positive view towards 
China’s future and its role on world 
politics as Lui argues that “China has 
begun to take a less confrontational, 
more sophisticated, more confident 
and at times more constructive ap-
proach to regional and global af-
fairs.” China is now more dependent 
on world to sustain its economic 
growth. Liberal perspective on China 
can be defined as “China has become 
an engine of growth and a catalyst 
for regional integration”. China has 
taken an active role in a number of 
regional and international multilat-
eral economic organizations.  Some 
liberals feel that China’s member-
ship in these multilateral organiza-
tions encourages China to cooperate 
more, and that these may moderate 
and limit China’s foreign policy ac-
tivity. China’s inclusion in multilat-
eral economic organizations such 
as the International Monetary Fund, 
World Trade Organization, and APEC 
demonstrates that these internation-
al organizations effectively engaged 
China and urged it to “play by the 
rules of the game.”

Increasing economic connectiv-
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ity between governments allows for 
peace, since many countries choose 
to settle their differences peacefully. 
Similarly, given China’s prior rela-
tive isolation and lack of formalized 
cooperative experience, these orga-
nizations have provided China with 

a platform to collaborate with other 
countries and reduce conflict. At the 
same time, China has been working 
hard to resolve issues with its neigh-
bors, such as India, Taiwan, Japan, and 
South Korea, and to preserve stabili-
ty in the region in the area. Further-
more, China’s economic ties with the 
United States, as well as both coun-
tries’ economic interdependence, in-
dicate that they often not wish to war. 
As a result, both countries will suffer 
equally as a result of this battle. The 
United States and China require each 
other for reciprocal progress, and 
as previous leaders of both nations 
realized, both will profit from mu-

tual collaboration. China’s ties with 
South Korea have evolved consider-
ably in the latter decade of the twen-
tieth century, transforming China’s 
standing in South Korea from “revi-
sionist power” to “status quo” power. 
During the 2008 financial crisis, Chi-

na demonstrated its competence and 
promise as a responsible “citizen” by 
supporting global economic stability.

CONCLUSION 
The world is understandably in the 
midst of one of its more turbulent 
eras. The coronavirus epidemic has 
only added to worldwide political 
instability at a time once the globe 
is in transition, with world power 
moving, the stalemate between the 
world’s major powers persisting, 
and a rules-based system dissolving 
as large states explain their commit-
ment for multilateralism. If Ukraine 
becomes a lengthy test of power be-

tween Russia and the west, which ap-
pears to be the case, China will be the 
main geopolitical winner. When they 
met immediately before the invasion, 
China’s president, Xi Jinping, appears 
to have given Putin the go-ahead.  
He’s now supporting peace initia-

tives. Increasing commodity prices 
have harmed China’s economy.  How-
ever, enhanced global supremacy is 
a tiny price to pay. In a nutshell, the 
emergence of Beijing, the collapse 
of confidence in the Global South as 
regional powers like India and Brazil 
failed to strengthen their economies, 
and the revival of “hard hedging,” 
have shaped the world order. By the 
latter, it implies nations in the region 
that play both sides (the US and Chi-
na) in order to optimize their oppor-
tunities and liberty while avoiding 
choosing sides. As a result, the globe 
has become “more divided and vola-
tile” in recent years.

Emerging realities highlight that international system, dominated by the United States,
is likely to change toward a multi-polar political and geo-economic order. This viewpoint has 
evolved throughout the decades since the conclusion of the Cold War, as Russia, China, and 

other regional countries have steadily increased their military and economic dominance, while 
perceptions of the US decline have grown in the end of twenty-first century. On one hand, major 
countries’ pursuit of multipolarity underlines their desire of a harmonic world characterized by 
standards such as sovereignty, non-intervention, and peaceful coexistence while allowing them 

to explain their interaction with the growing international order on the other.

Big Story
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Spotlight

India seeks to modernize its con-
ventional and strategic forces to 
gain influence in shaping a favor-
able regional security landscape. 

It has engaged in constant efforts to 
transform its outdated ground-cen-
tric army into high-technology forces 
with an increasing emphasis on in-
tegration of tri-services. The launch 
of offensive Land Warfare Doctrine 
(LWD)-2018 validates changes in the 
strategic thinking of Indian Armed 
forces that focuses on joint opera-
tions for naval, land and air power 
projection. Its offensive posturing 
and technological advancements 
reinforce New Delhi’s objectives to 
build a modern military.

India’s military tension with 
Pakistan (2019) and China (2020) 
shows that despite military modern-
ization push and doctrinal changes, 
its military has its own limitations 
and weaknesses that depreciate 
operational effectiveness of Indian 
military forces including operation-
al planning, preparedness, interop-
erability, jointness and training.  In 
this regard, it is significant to explore 

operational deficiencies in India’s vi-
sion of an offensive deterrence doc-
trine and veracity of its military’s 
operational preparedness in the 
backdrop of Balakot-Rajouri crisis 
(2019) and Sino-Indian Galwan Cri-
sis (2020). 

More Complex Security Envi-
ronment
Geopolitics has always been a pre-
dominant feature of the South Asian 
security landscape. Currently, the 
strategic security triangle between 
China, India, and Pakistan, the In-
do-US strategic partnership, and the 
U.S. power politics in Asia-Pacific 
determine the course of the South 
Asian security dynamics. 

Spurred on by its economic 
power and global diplomatic heft, 
India has tried to pursue hegemon-
ic ambitions and offensive military 
strategy in South Asia. India’s resort 
to false flag operation against Paki-
stan, its territorial expansion in Ne-
pal, and its construction of military 
infrastructure along the disputed re-
gion with China have demonstrated 

New Delhi’s assertive foreign policy 
in its neighborhood.

The latest major South Asian 
crises have been the Indo-Pakistani 
Balakot-Rajouri Crisis of 2019 and 
the Sino-Indian Galwan Valley Clash-
es of 2020, and both of which were 
outcomes of the Indian military as-
sertiveness. The former crisis was 
the result of Indian airstrikes in the 
Pakistani mainland, which resulted 
in Pakistan’s retaliatory airstrikes 
in the Rajouri town of the Indian-oc-
cupied Kashmir. And, the Galwan 
Clashes were the consequence of In-
dia’s illegal construction of road in-
frastructure in the disputed Ladakh 
region along the border with China. 
The Chinese and Indian soldiers ex-
changed fisticuffs in the Galwan Val-
ley that resulted in the death of over 
twenty Indian soldiers. Notwith-
standing the deaths of soldiers, India 
refrained from escalating the conflict 
with China militarily, exposing its 
military incapacity to fight against 
Beijing. 

Key Take-Aways From the 
Balakot-Rajouri And The 
Galwan Crises
Key takeaways from Balakot-Rajou-
ri and Galwan crises are as follows. 
First, India’s conventional deter-
rence is compromised and there is no 
space for a limited war in the region. 
Second, operational planning and 
military preparedness are not about 
strategic thinking only, it demands 
function in the battlefield.  Third, In-
dian forces face training and interop-
erability challenges. Forth, India’s re-
cent crises offer its military planners 
were unable to manage its offensive 
deterrence doctrine and false sense 
of superiority might instigate risk of 
miscalculations.

INDIA’S MILITARY MODERNIZATION
and South Asia’s Crisis Dynamics

Asma Khalid
Asma Khalid is Senior Research Associate at the Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor of 
the Melange International Magazine.



13 / Melange  April 2022

 Spotlight 

India’s conventional deterrence 
was compromised
Indian military has failed to deliver 
deterrent messages despite its ag-
gressive action during recent crises 
with its neighbors.  Indian aggres-
sion in Balakot marked its “abnormal 
act of breaching the sovereignty of 
opponent into New-Normal”. India’s 
attempt to establish new normal by 
carrying out a limited war with Paki-
stan fell flat as the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) conducted proportionate re-

taliation inside the Indian Occupied 
Territory. Later, owing to the fear of 
uncertain escalation dynamics, India 
remained hesitant from launching 
counter-military strikes and instead 
threatened the use of nuclear-ca-
pable missiles. In essence, India’s 
conventional deterrence failed, and 
Pakistan successfully reinforced the 
credibility of its conventional de-
terrence. On the other hand, India’s 
failure to respond militarily against 
the movement of the Chinese sol-
diers beyond the previously delin-

eated boundaries along the LAC un-
derscored India’s military inferiority 
and inability to fight against or deter 
China.

Deficiencies in India’s operational 
planning and preparedness
Balakot-Rajouri & Ladakh Crisis 
demonstrates Indian army’s short-
comings in the battlefield perfor-
mance. Remarkably, Indian air de-
fense system, based on Base Air 
Defence Zones (BADZ) and Air De-

fence Ground Environment System 
(ADGES), was unable detect or tar-
get the PAF aircraft on February 27, 
2019, and rendered IAF’s operation-
al readiness ineffective. Additional-
ly, IAF personnel shoot down one of 
their own Mi-17 V-5 choppers by hit-
ting an Israeli-made SPYDER-MR sur-
face-to-air missile, results in the kill-
ing of all 6 military personnel. Loss of 
chopper by friendly fire during com-
bat operation exposes the most glar-
ing deficiency of IAF that its military 
personnel are not assertive to impro-

vise decisions during a crisis. Simi-
larly, Indian army could not detect or 
collect intelligence regarding China’s 
movement of thousands of troops 
and military equipment toward the 
LAC, and was caught off-guard, nor 
could it plan and prepare an effective 
counter-military response to thwart 
Chinese troops’ advance.  

Trends in arms acquisition and in-
teroperability challenges
Interoperability is vital to achieve 
tactical, operational and strategic 
goals. Specifically, it plays a key role 
to boost operational readiness and 
effectiveness. It is defined as an abil-
ity of two or more militaries to op-
erate together or among multiple 
units/system in order to enhance 
effectiveness and efficiency of mil-
itary operations as a component of 
the joint force. It can be achieved 
through joint military exercises, 
training, joint military planning, and 
demonstrations.

Trends in India’s arms imports 
from multiple arms suppliers and its 
acquisition of state-of-the-art foreign 
weapons and technology highlight 
the emergence of interoperability 
challenges to adapt these capabili-
ties and undertake joint operations 
in its area of strategic interest. In 
last five years, India has signed more 
than twenty defense agreements or 

Memorandum of Understandings 
(MOUs) with the U.S., France, Aus-
tralia, U.K., and Israel to acquire mil-
itary hardware and cyber security 
infrastructure. India’s acquisition of 
wider assorted military technolo-
gies with advanced capabilities have 
instigated integration and jointness 
issues, including technological dis-
parities, lack of training initiatives, 
and bureaucratic challenges. To ad-
dress the slow acclimatization, India 
is increasingly conducting “joint mil-

India‘s offensive actions and posturing underline the risks of an accidental escalation or 
miscalculation that may spark a more serious conflict due to its false sense of superiority.  As 

a matter of fact, despite investing third highest defense expenditure in the world, India suffered 
military defeat in aerial clashes with Pakistan and border confrontation with China. False 

sense of superiority due to 3rd largest defense expenditures not only raises cost of conflict for 
India but also lower the threshold for use of force in South Asia
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itary drills, tabletop exercises, and 
defense dialogues with the U.S.,” but 
the sclerotic process of Indian forc-
es to induct new military hardware 
prevents its forces from performing 
effective operation and limits the de-
sired scale of interoperability. 

A false sense of superiority might 
instigate risks of miscalculations
India‘s offensive actions and postur-
ing underline the risks of an acciden-
tal escalation or miscalculation that 
may spark a more serious conflict 
due to its false sense of superiority.  
As a matter of fact, despite investing 
third highest defense expenditure 
in the world, India suffered military 
defeat in aerial clashes with Pakistan 
and border confrontation with Chi-
na. False sense of superiority due to 
3rd largest defense expenditures not 
only raises cost of conflict for India 
but also lower the threshold for use 
of force in South Asia. 

Unfortunately, Indian mili-
tary officials tend to pursue various 
courses to send warning signals in 
part through conducting missile 
tests, contemplating missile strikes, 
deployment of ballistic missiles, pol-
icy and public statements, and high 
official meetings to counter collu-

sive threats from neighboring states. 
These aggressive threats of use of 
force against Pakistan and China may 

trigger misunderstandings regarding 
India’s intentions among its adver-
sarial state and could lead to intense 
clashes. Thus, signaling the use of 
force, while negating the adversary’s 
resolve to retaliate, raises the risk of 
a miscalculation that could be seri-
ously destabilizing for South Asia’s 
strategic stability. 

Future Challenges
 Indian national approach is likely to 
work towards three-pronged strat-
egy of technological modernization, 
threat of a full-scale war, and proxy 
war against Pakistan.

India’s technological moderniza-
tion along with the rearmament 
program
India is pursuing military modern-
ization to expand the scope of mili-
tary operations and counter the pre-
sumed two-front “collusive threat” 
from China and Pakistan. India’s mil-
itary modernization focuses on three 
domains of air, sea and land. Howev-
er, the country’s military planners 
are more concerned to enhance its 
air power to counterbalance its ca-
pabilities. It was manifest in the In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
statements regarding the IAF’s dis-

advantage of not having French Ra-
fale aircraft in the wake of the PAF’s 
Operation Swift Retort. Later, in the 

backdrop of its tension with China, 
India received the first batch of five 
Rafael aircraft in July 2020, and the 
second batch arrived in November 
2020. India’s technological mod-
ernization along with rearmament, 
growing missile forces to conduct 
counterforce roles, and cyber and 
anti-satellite (ASAT) programs have 
drawn Pakistan’s threat parameters 
wide and fueled arms race in the re-
gion.

India’s offensive designs and dan-
gers of  war
India’s unilateral decision of the il-
legal annexation of international-
ly disputed territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir and provocative statements 
of BJP Ministers against Gilgit Baltis-
tan have strained the India-Paki-
stan relations and suspended the 
diplomatic dialogue completely. In 
an inflammatory statement, Indian 
Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar stated 
that India expected to have “physical 
jurisdiction” over Pakistan-adminis-
tered Kashmir one day. In addition, 
Indian state-run television and ra-
dio channels started broadcasting 
weather updates of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan regions. 
Indian Army also has intensified 

ceasefire violations along the Line of 
Control and pursued the rhetoric of 
‘launch pads’ to conduct a false flag 
operation against Pakistan to justify 
allegations of terrorist infiltrations. 
To counter India’s such offensive 
designs; Pakistan has declared the 
policy of Quid Pro Quo Plus to deter 
conventional attacks and reduce the 
space for war in the region. 

Sub-conventional warfare to desta-
bilize Pakistan
India’s high-tech conventional power 
advantages have been neutralized by 
China and Pakistan over the years. 
Due to Pakistan’s Full Spectrum De-
terrence (FSD), Indian policymak-
ers are drifting away from their no-
tions of a limited war to asymmetric 

India’s military tension with Pakistan (2019) and China (2020) shows that despite military modernization 
push and doctrinal changes, its military has its own limitations and weaknesses that depreciate operational 

effectiveness of Indian military forces including operational planning, preparedness, interoperability, jointness 
and training



15 / Melange  April 2022

 Spotlight Spot Light

warfare against Pakistan. Evidently, 
India has involved in sponsoring 
terrorist and insurgent groups in Pa-
kistan by providing funds, weapons, 
ammunition and IEDs to disrupt the 
internal security and China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).  India’s 
security advisor, Ajit Doval furnished 
a “grey-zone strategy” based on the 
offensive-defense to boost terror 
and subversive campaign against 
Pakistan. Later, former Indian De-
fense Minister Manohar Parrikar in a 
statement endorsed the use of prox-
ies against Pakistan. Indian national 
Kulbhushan Sudhir Jadhav’s arrest 
from Pakistan’s Balochistan province 
further stamped the role of Indian 
assistance in low-intensity insurgen-
cy in Baluchistan.

 Pakistan recently publicized a 
dossier containing evidence of Indi-
an destabilizing activities in Pakistan 
to the international community to 
draw attention toward India’s ter-
ror-sponsorship in Pakistan.

Policy Recommendations
As the future challenges are explored, 
the following key recommendations 
are made for consideration:

India’s shift from traditional defen-
sive posture to more offensive pos-
ture against Pakistan compels it to 
formulate unconventional counter-
measure to avoid the arms race in the 
region. In such dynamics, Pakistan 
should remain committed to rely on 
its policy of FSD to counter external 
aggression instead of engaging itself 

in a tit-for-tat competitive cycle of 
missile and arms race.

Pakistan and China should enhance 
their bilateral economic and stra-
tegic cooperation to become more 
effective to counter Indo-US strate-
gic partnership. Having bilateral en-
gagement in three domains includ-
ing advance air, land and maritime 
cooperation, joint military exercises, 
joint ventures for the production of 
military equipment can serve as sta-
bilizing force to neutralize India’s at-
tempts to emerge as dominant force 
in the region.

Pakistan has suffered immensely 
at the hands of terrorism. Irrefut-
able proofs of the terrorist activities 
in Pakistan by sponsoring terrorists’ 
organizations are contrasting to In-
dia’s self-portray as victim. Growing 
antagonism to internally destabilize 
Pakistan requires a multi-pronged 
risk management strategy to count-
er risk of terrorist activities. Though 
statistics shows decline in terrorist 
activities in Pakistan, however, its 
counter-terrorism strategy, there-
fore, needs to be further recalibrat-
ed in a way that it prevents terrorist 
groups from spreading their ideolo-
gy, must choke their finances and re-
forming criminal justice system.

Signaling is viewed as unique de-
terrence posture used many times 
with undeclared and declared nu-
clear weapon capability by both In-
dia and Pakistan through different 

indirect means and styles. India’s 
threats of use of force during crisis 
increases the risk of inadvertent es-
calations and miscalculations. Thus 
under such circumstances, there is 
a pressing need for institutionalized 
mechanism to de-escalate tensions 
instead of sending strategic signals 
of military power or resolve. Region-
al powers should inspire Confidence 
Building Measures (CBMs) or pre-
ventive diplomacy to diffuse tensions 
and reduce risks of miscalculations 
among conflicting parties.

Conclusion 
Border standoff between China and 
India in Ladakh and India-Pakistan 
tension on Pulwama incident under-
scores Indian forces difficulties to 
adopt technological advancements 
and incorporate military strategies 
as defined in its military doctrine. 
Prospects of false flag operation and 
India’s two-front war theory to ac-
quire political, diplomatic, and for-
eign military is adding more vulnera-
bilities in the already fragile strategic 
stability of South Asia. Thus, Paki-
stan-China’s expanding military and 
strategic relations comprising naval 
and military exercises, civil nucle-
ar power cooperation, and growing 
economic ties under China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a viable 
strategy to counterweight destabi-
lizing impacts of Indo-US strategic 
partnership and maintains stability.
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With breathtaking land-
scapes, mesmerizing ar-
chaeological sites, and 
profuse and exuberant 

heritage, Pakistan is indeed one of 
the best tourist destinations in the 
world. Tourism is one of the fastest 
growing sectors in the global econo-
my and plays a vital role in boosting 
the economy. Tourism not only pro-
motes the natural and scenic beauty 
of a country, but also promotes cul-
ture and heritage of the local popu-
lace. It provides the local community 
with economic opportunities, work-
force participation and presents a 
unique opportunity to bridge the 
economic and financial gap that help 
in reducing unemployment rates, 
economic instability and helps raise 
the living standard of the local pop-
ulation.

Globally, the women workforce 
is forward-looking in the tourism 
sector but they are not yet able to 
mark their presence well. Accord-
ing to a report published by United 
Nations World Tourism Organiza-

tion (UNWTO): “Majority of women 
work in the least paid, lowest-skilled 
sectors of the industry and carry 
out a large amount of unpaid work 
in family tourism.” Moreover, wom-
en are discouraged to work outside 
their homes in a society like ours 
due to multiple religious and cul-
tural norms. In this regard, cottage 
industry, small-scale businesses and 
women-owned businesses are play-
ing a vital role in economic growth 
and have provided opportunities for 
women to work from home. Accord-
ing to International La-
bour Organization (ILO) 
approximately 65% of 
Pakistani women earn 
their livelihood through 
cottage industry. These 
women are experts in 
making handicrafts, 
e.g., candles, Ajrak, rugs, 
caps, bangles, crochet 
work, carpets, musi-
cal instruments, straw 
products, wood carv-
ings and things alike. 

Tourists take these handicrafts as 
souvenirs from Pakistan to their 
home countries as decoration pieces. 

Tourism has a direct impact on 
Pakistan’s GDP and so the govern-
ment has always been highly opti-
mistic about the amount of revenue 
tourism industry can earn for Paki-
stan and so steps have been taken to 
promote tourism in the country. Re-
vised visa policies are a step forward 
in this direction that allow visitors 
from 50 countries to receive visa on 
arrival and 175 countries access to 
electronic-visa/e-visa. These visa re-
gimes are placed in order to minimize 
barriers for tourists and to attract 
them. Pakistan has further taken an 
initiative by suggesting that mem-
bers of Central Asia Regional Eco-
nomic Corporation (CAREC) should 
look into a single-visa facility option 
for foreigners, which allows them to 
visit historical places in one go. This 
is a valid suggestion to strengthen 
the bond among the member coun-
tries and it will be source of knowl-
edge particularly vis-à-vis tourism. 
The proposal, however, is yet being 
looked into but the drive of our lead-
ership for promotion of tourism in 
South Asia needs to be appreciated. 
Such initiatives are a step forward 

Pakistan and Women-Owned 
Businesses in Tourism

Aisha Khaliq
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in the right direction to help uplift 
the economy, particularly, wom-
en-owned small-scale businesses.

However, improving the tour-
ism industry of Pakistan will only be 
beneficial if small-scale cottage in-
dustries are given full support, other-
wise the dividends that can be reaped 
from tourism will only be a portion 
of what we can hope to achieve. As 
a nation, we need to look at ways 
that can help small-scale businesses 
grow. Providing latest machinery is 
one such example. Communities can 
further encourage women by creat-
ing a safe work place environment 
and provide training to less educat-
ed women. Provincial governments 
can organize workshops and training 
programs to promote more opportu-
nities for locals and encourage wom-
en to pursue different careers, e.g., 
tour guides or tour company opera-
tors. 

Other than cottage industry, 
there are examples where women 
are running small hotels’ restau-
rants and home-based-guesthouses 
serve the tourists with local, home-
made cuisines. This not only is a way 
to add to the per capita income of 
these households but this setup is 
also not heavy on pockets of tourists 
as compared to five star hotels and 
restaurants that have a monopoly in 
tourist destinations due to scarcity 
of resources. Moreover, such estab-
lishments can give tourists the local 
experience that eventually promotes 
tourism. 

Nowadays, social media is gain-
ing momentum as many travel vlog-
gers use YouTube, Facebook and 
Instagram to promote their visits 
around the globe. Use of internet and 
these applications for social media 
marketing is crucial for the surviv-
al of any business including tour-
ist-related ventures. However, many 
women in rural areas with the most 
attractive tourist spots lack the fa-
cility of mobiles, internet and above 

all education to operate social me-
dia. These women need to be edu-
cated in the use of social media and 
digital space to advertise their skills, 
businesses and services as this can 
provide them a platform to depict 
the true image of Pakistan as well as 
giving them a healthy income. Pro-
vincial governments should provide 
opportunities to women to learn 
how to use social media marketing 
applications to advertise their busi-
ness. To improve the status of wom-
en, it is important to stress women’s 
participation in tertiary education 
and to provide support for female 
entrepreneurs in the tourism indus-
try, it is vital to ensure that training 
and education is free of gender bias.

Tourism websites should have 
all the information regarding the 
prices of hotels, resorts, transporta-
tion, etc. These websites should also 
advertise women-owned establish-

ments as well as souvenir shops, etc.
Providing financial assistance to 

women-owned businesses is another 
key to unlock women’s participation 
in the tourism industry. Women face 
multiple challenges that limit them 
from receiving a loan from finan-
cial institutions. This information 
is not based on an opinion but has 
been reported by the State Bank of 
Pakistan. In the past five years, only 
3% of small and medium-enterprise 
loans were reported to have been 
disbursed to women compared to 
97% that were availed by men. Even 
in the case of micro financing, wom-
en make up only 19% of the loans. 
Advocacy is essential in order to pro-
vide ease for businesses owned by 
female entrepreneurs. This culture 
will not change overnight. Business 
chambers and other female organi-
zations should join hands in order to 
organize national mobilization pro-
grams for female entrepreneurs in 
all sectors, especially tourism. 

There is also a dire need to de-
velop platforms for women-owned 

businesses that focus on ecotour-
ism and networking opportunities. 
Building a robust system for women 
with advisors and mentors will help 
them come forward and succeed as 
entrepreneurs.

Steps need to be taken to mitigate 
barriers that halt growth of wom-
en-owned businesses. Some of these 
are:

Helping women in making connec-
tions to the international market and 
educating them about e-marketing 
is a key that can allow them to grow 
and this can result in new job oppor-
tunities as well as overall economic 
growth and improved lifestyles.  

Reducing electricity rates for small 
production units will encourage 
small-scale businesses to register, 
which will improve the GDP of the 
country. 

Adoption of techniques for opti-

mum utilization of resources should 
be taught to produce best quality 
products, which are high in demand. 
Moreover, packaging to match inter-
national standards needs to be im-
plemented to compete on interna-
tional forums. 

Lastly, spreading awareness 
through Small & Medium Enterprise 
Development Authority (SMEDA) is 
essential to promote growth of small-
scale women-owned businesses.

Tourism alone cannot help 
boost the cottage industry; however, 
it plays a significant role in helping 
businesses grow. We need to deal 
with different socio-economic prob-
lems, i.e., gender inequality, lack of 
opportunities for women, lack of 
education and absence of credit fa-
cilities. All these issues give rise to 
financial instability and restrict eco-
nomic growth. For this, we need to 
remove different hurdles that stop 
women from participating in the 
economy. 

Tourism alone cannot help boost the cottage industry; however, it plays a significant role in helping
businesses grow. We need to deal with different socio-economic problems, i.e., gender inequality,

lack of opportunities for women, lack of education and absence of credit facilities. All these issues give
rise to financial instability and restrict economic growth. For this, we need to remove different

hurdles that stop women from participating in the economy
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The world is witnessing un-
precedented traditional and 
non-traditional security chal-
lenges. Amongst all climate 

change has become one the biggest 
challenge with mayhem repercus-
sions. As a matter of fact the severity 
of climate change has evolved from 
an environmental issue to a grave 
security concern, which is currently 
being debated as security as well as 
a development challenge around the 
globe. Alarmingly, climate change is 
declared as a global and challenge 
for the world in 21st century as it has 
global impact irrespective of the re-
gional or geographic demarcations. 

Evidently, every single region of the 
world is confronting the threats 
posed by the climate change. Nev-
ertheless, this major challenge has 
not appeared overnight it has been 
30 years since scientists first alerted 
the world to the dangers of climate 
change.  Indeed, changes in nature 
have serious implications for peo-
ple and global economic system. The 
potential economic damage, caused 
by the impacts of global warming 
could be hundreds of billions of dol-
lars each year. Pakistan with no ex-
ception, ranked as one of the top ten 
countries most affected by climate 
change in the past 20 years. It ranks 

7th most vulnerable country to the 
impacts of climate change. The vari-
ability in climate and weather pat-
tern has increased the frequency of 
disasters which undermines devel-
opment in Pakistan. Moreover, Paki-
stan’s economy remains highly vul-
nerable to likely future threats posed 
by climate change. Its vulnerability 
can be assessed from its huge popu-
lation of 180 million of which near-
ly 54 Million are food deficient. The 
youth is increasingly being affected 
by calorie insufficiency in their daily 
diet. Pakistan has faced around 150 
freak weather incidents as a result of 
climate change in the past 20 years: 

PAKISTAN’S CLIMATE CHANGE
C h a l l e n g e s  M i t i g a t i o n  D r i v e

Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi
Author is the Digital Editor of The Asian Telegraph and  the 
Mélange International Magazine, and Research Associate at the 
Center of Pakistan and  International Relations (COPAIR).
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flash floods, smog in winter, forest 
fires in summer, melting glaciers, 
freaky heat waves, landsides, dis-
placed population, etc. During floods 
in 2010-11, almost 10% of Pakistan’s 
population was displaced in 2 prov-
inces, one in the North and another 
in the South. The costs of extreme 
weather as a consequence of climate 
change were listed at $ 384 million 
and in the past 20 years, there has 
been a cost of almost $ 2 billion to 
the national economy because of the 
ravages of climate change.

Moreover, floods and droughts 
threaten agriculture; scarcity of wa-
ter carries the potential to gravely 
affect human security. At the same 
time, extremely low human devel-
opment index, poverty and societal 
fissures adversely affect societal ca-
pacity. Climate change is particularly 
a real national security threat, how-
ever; there exists no proper research 
and policy framework on the subject. 
Environment and climate change are 
inextricably linked to sustainable de-
velopment. Pakistan requires great-
er progress in environmental pro-
tection. Water scarcity is increasing, 
land productivity is decreasing, and 

climate change is worsening these 
treats. The risk of natural disasters, 
also exacerbated by climate change 
as well as economic shocks, adds to 
existing vulnerabilities.  Irrespective 
constraints, it is pertinent to men-
tion the fact that Pakistan has been 
listed as the seventh most vulnerable 
country although the country’s con-
tribution to climate change is least 
in comparison to the developed na-

tions. However, the country is seri-
ously committed to tackling the va-
garies of climate change, both at the 
official as well as non-official level.

 To highlight Pakistan’s initia-
tives, one must take into consider-
ation that Pakistan has become the 
first country to accomplish Goal 13 of 

SDGs. Over the past several years, Pa-
kistan has undertaken several policy 
and planning initiatives with respect 
to climate change, and is preparing a 
formal climate change strategy.   For 
instance, in the year 2019, Pakistan 
launched an initiative, called as Clean 
Green Pakistan Index (CGPI), as part 
of government’s efforts to mitigate 
the pollution issues and effects of cli-
mate change in Pakistan. In addition 

to it, Billion Tree Tsunami project in 
Pakistan has been hailed by the in-
ternational community. This project 
was completed, in 2017, by the cur-
rent ruling party PTI in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa which is north-western 
province of Pakistan. After making 
federal government in Pakistan, PTI 

has launched Ten Billion Tree Tsu-
nami Project which aims to plant 
10 billion trees within five years. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan while 
commenting on this project stated 
that it is gigantic step to reduce the 
effects of climate change and con-
serve the environment. Moreover, 
the government of Pakistan intro-
duced Renewable Energy Policy in 
2019. According to this new policy, 

Sustainable Development Goals and Tackling Climate Change
The Sustainable Development Goals are a call for action by all countries – poor, rich and middle-income – to 
promote prosperity while protecting the planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-hand with 
strategies that build economic growth and address a range of social needs including education, health, social 

protection and job opportunities, while tackling climate change and environmental protection. Of the 17 goals, 
number 13 calls for urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts. But all of the goals influence 

climate change – and vice versa. We will make little progress on climate action without accelerating achievement 
of Goal 7 on affordable and clean energy, for instance, or Goal 12 on responsible consumption and production. 

Climate solutions can support the goals such as through a just transition to renewable energy centred on 
providing decent work, the focus of Goal 8, or through developing resilient infrastructure under Goal 9.

(United Nations: Climate Action)
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30% of total power generation will 
be generated by renewable resourc-
es by 2030 in Pakistan. This will help 
the government to meet the growing 
demands of energy without contrib-
uting to Greenhouse gases. In addi-
tion, the government is promoting 
Solar Power Irrigation Systems. For 
example, the government of Punjab 
has announced that it would provide 
80% subsidy for installation of solar 
panels. This development in irriga-
tion system will not only resolve the 

issue of water shortage but also help 
in conservation of water.

Furthermore, the government 
of Pakistan successfully launched Pa-
kistan’s Ecosystem Restoration Fund 
(ESRF) on 12th December 2019 in 
Madrid. The ESRF will act as an inde-
pendent mechanism which will help 
Pakistan to develop as climate com-
patible. Promotion of ecotourism, 
electric vehicles, afforestation, bio-
diversity conservation and marine 

conservation are included in ESRF 
initiatives.

In addition, first-ever policy on 
electric vehicles was introduced by 
Pakistan on 6th November 2019. 
This policy is also part of Pakistan’s 
efforts to tackle the challenges of 
climate change. According to Elec-
tric Vehicle (EV) Policy, 30% of total 
vehicles such as rickshaws and cars 
would be converted into EVs in the 
first phase. The government of Paki-
stan is also aiming to establish spe-

cial units for manufacturing of EVs 
in Special Economic Zones (SEZs). 
Pakistan also recently launched the 
‘Living River Initiative’ for Ecological 
Restoration of Indus River Basin for 
climate resilient future. 

Apart from that, institutional 
support to climate change adapta-
tion and mitigation, the project aims 
to provide assistance to the Govern-
ment of Pakistan and its partners 
in the field of environment sustain-

ability and increased resilience to 
climate change and natural disasters 
at the national, provincial and local 
level. Pakistan also working on proj-
ect called comprehensive reduction 
and elimination of persistent organic 
pollutants. This project proposes a 
series of activities to strengthen the 
existing legal and regulatory frame-
work for management and to en-
sure government departments and 
other stakeholders have the tech-
nical, enforcement and monitoring 

capacity required.Recently Pakistan 
also established ‘Snow Leopard and 
Ecosystem Protection Programme’ 
to restore the immense biological, 
social-cultural and hydrological val-
ues of the Himalayan ecosystems. 
Pakistan also working on institu-
tional strengthening Project for the 
implementation of Montreal Proto-
col - Phase X  to continue strength-
ening the functioning of the Ozone 
Cell (National Ozone Unit) within the 

Pakistan has achieved a crucial milestone on the road to environmental protection by meeting the
overarching United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 13,” under the “clean-green” Pakistan a

decade before the deadline” and  The success of “Billion Tree Tsunami” and clean-green Pakistan
programs proves Pakistan’s seriousness towards worldwide efforts to tackle the climate change
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Ministry of Climate Change as focal 
point in Pakistan for all matters re-
lating to the phase out of Ozone De-
pleting Substances (ODS) under the 
Montreal Protocol. Scaling-up of Gla-
cial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF) risk 
reduction in Northern Pakistan is an-
other designed project that targets 
to empower communities to identify 
and manage risks associated with 
GLOFs and related impacts of climate 
change, strengthen public services to 
lower the risk of disasters related to 
GLOF, and improve community pre-
paredness and disaster response.  

Pakistan also working on ‘Di-
saster Risk Reduction Programme’ 
by reducing disaster risk and in-
creasing the resilience of people 
and systems are mandatory from a 
national development perspective.  
Pakistan has been working in these 
areas in accordance with its respec-
tive mandate and core competencies 
like enhancing government capacity 
to reduce disaster risk at the nation-
al, provincial and district levels, and 
to support to community resilience 
building for at-risk communities.

One of the notable initiatives 
is sustainable forest management 
to secure multiple benefits in Pa-
kistan’s high conservation areas. 
Sustainable forest management is a 

means of protecting forests whilst 
offering direct benefits to people and 
the environment. Pakistani leader-
ship also committed for a transition 
to the clean energy and adopting 
renewable energy sources for ma-
jority of its energy production until 
2030. Fiji, Malawi, Nauru and Nepal 
indicated that they are aiming for the 
2050 goal.

In addition, the “Protected Ar-
eas Initiative”, launched during the 
COVID-19 era, to enhance national 
coverage of protected areas from 
12% to 15% of land area while pre-
serving Pakistan’s unique and valu-
able biodiversity and has already 
increased our number of National 
Parks from 30 to 45 in just one year. 
Furthermore, the world’s first “zero 
emissions” metro line project de-
signed to turn cattle dung into meth-
ane to power buses, has already been 
approved for the city of Karachi. Re-
cently, we also shifted our transport 
fuel quality from Euro-2 to the much 
cleaner Euro-V standard in one big 
leap.

 To conclude, to mitigate the 
challenges emerging from climate 
change, the current government of 
Pakistan has taken steps in the right 
direction but it still needs to work 
more rigorously. The start of con-

struction of Diamer-Bhasha Dam is 
appreciable, but Akhori, Munda and 
Kalabagh dams are also important to 
manage the floods and droughts. In 
addition, Solar Power Irrigation Sys-
tems should be promoted across the 
country and media should highlight 
the threats emerging due to climate 
change. The challenge of climate 
change needs response from nation-
al to local level. Pakistan needs to en-
hance cooperation with internation-
al organizations which are focused 
on the issues of climate change and 
should also take pre-emptive mea-
sures to minimize the damage. Paki-
stan is also actively pursuing innova-
tive global financing for its ambitious 
climate agenda, through structuring 
“Debt for Nature” swaps or “Nature 
Bonds” based on the credible ongo-
ing activities outlined above and the 
renegotiation of Pakistan’s burgeon-
ing debt with countries supportive of 
a green revival of the global economy.

To conclude, climate change is 
certainly the most threatening issue 
of contemporary times. There is no 
reductionist approach to combat or 
contain this alarming danger but the 
global cooperative and coordinated 
global climate action would assist to 
ensure the human and planet securi-
ty. 
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After the world experienced 
the horrors of World Wars 
it realized that it was time 
to finally come together 

and unite its efforts in working to-
wards a better, safer  and sustain-
able future for all. Thus came to be 
an intergovernmental organization 
with the United Nations (UN) being a 
prime example. It was assumed that 
the only way to maintain peace and 
security in world  as if nations work 
together through cooperative mea-
sures. 

However, keeping events of the 
recent past in mind it has become 
evident that that illusion has been 
shattered. While nations can play to 
achieve mutual goals, for some time 
at least, sooner or later there are al-
ways states who aims to achieve their 
goals no matter the cost. National in-
terests’ triumph over global interests 
which leads to conflict and escalation 
in a never-ending cycle. 

This does not highlight that all 
nations have completely refused to  

work through cooperative mecha-
nism and multilateral institutions 
are not efficient. The ‘new’ emerg-
ing global dynamic highlight state’s 
focus to achieve national intests 
firstand then participate in system 
to establish more influence.. Even 
though it sounds contradictory in 
nature it does seem to be working 
for many nations. Subsequently, the 
recent Covid-19 pandemic made in-
valuable revelations into this theory. 
While countries were quick to shut 
themselves up initially, at whatever 
the cost to others, once the vaccine 
came out it was quickly spread out 
globally as everyone realized that 
surviving alone was not the practical 
way.

Pakistan-China Relations: 
A prime example of the above men-
tioned scenario ois the Pakistan-Chi-
na friendship, dubbed as “higher 
than the mountains, deeper than the 
oceans, stronger than steel, dearer 
than eyesight, sweeter than honey, 

and so on.” . After World War Chi-
na initially closed up itself from the 
rest of the world. Meanwhile, it ag-
gressively started working towards 
restoring its former glory through 
socio-economic development. En-
veloping itself in an “iron curtain” it 
made sure that it could stand on its 
own two feet without any crutches. 
After developing its infrastructure 
and reaching a ‘tipping point’ where 
it felt it couldn’t grow alone anymore 
it started looking cooperation in in-
ternational system.

Pakistan its close neighbor 
seemed like the best choice. Engaged 
in constant conflict on two sides 
of its border while facing constant 
pressure from the west it was in des-
perate need of a breather. Instead of 
taking an aggressive approach, Chi-
na took the softer one. Through the 
Belt and Road Initative (BRI) proj-
ects, China invested considerably in 
its neighbor. While the two countries 
have historically enjoyed good rela-
tions, this was from a favor. Rather 
a cleverly devised method for both 
countries to create a win-win situa-
tion for themselves.

While Pakistan was also helped 
considerably by the United States 
in past, in terms of financial aid at 
least, during the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan it was for very different 
reasons. The US didn’t want to assist 
Pakistan’s development so it could 
secure a long-term ally in the region, 
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it was just as a means towards an 
end. While China also sees a signif-
icant advantages in being a partner  
with Pakistan due to the Gwadar 
port and China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) such as enhancing 
regional connectivity, economic co-
operation and development. 

China realizes that while Paki-
stan becoming its gateway to warm 

waters is worth the effort if Pakistan 
also develops its infrastructure, it 
will become an added lure for the 
rest of the world’s attention to the 
region. Also, financial stability will 
go a long way in improving the coun-
try’s security condition as has been 
proved by multiple countries before.

India: The Outlier
One strong counterpoint to this new 
global dynamic is the presence of 
India. It is not nearly on similar re-
lations with China while many even 
believe it to be its biggest competitor 

backed by the US. While not inaccu-
rate recent events have also revealed 
this dynamic to be shifting. The US 
is no longer the sole power pole of 
the world as it once was with many 
rivals now slowly emerging around 
the globe. 

India too realizes that there is 
only so much to be gained by ally-
ing all its national interests with old 
‘Uncle Sam.’ Competing with China 
solely also seems out of the ques-
tion due to the sheer advantage the 
Chinese have gained over the rest of 

the world. India will surely also have 
learned from Pakistan about how 
the US treats its allies once it has 
no more use of them. Abandoning 
Afghanistan after all those claims of 
ensuring peace and stability reveals 
the hypocrisy of the highest order.

What this would entail for 
Pak-India relations in the future is 
yet to be seen but that is entirely due 

to the complicated history the coun-
try’s share ever since birth. The main 
point of contention between the two 
is Kashmir, a continuous conflict 
zone with no end in sight. However, 
if we have learned anything from our 
European brethren and the forma-
tion of the EU is that even countries 
who have fought ‘100 years wars’ 
and committed some of the worst 
atrocities imaginable don’t waste 
much time in joining hands once it 
seems profitable enough.

Propagating Propaganda
All the while the west seems insis-
tent on painting China as a tyranni-
cal overload that only cares about 
making its own end meet. Once Chi-
na gains significant influence at least 
on global financial system, it will re-
veal true picture of new world order 

or system. This plot however sounds 
eerily similar from not long ago. It 
was the US itself the culprit, that 
once consolidated all power after 
the downfall of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR), found it 
all too convenient to launch “peace-
keeping missions” in the Middle East 
which just so happened to be rich in 
oil, culminating in the concept of the 

petrodollar. 
The US has historically made 

many claims about the many faults 
in the Chinese system of governance, 
and how its own brand of ‘capital-
ism and freedom’ is the only way to 
move forward. But while the rest of 
the world was so captivated by the 
“American Dream” China managed 
to prove all those doubts wrong and 
has now emerged as the US’s great-
est competitor.

To summarize the new emerg-
ing global dynamic seems not to be 
“let’s work together towards a bet-
ter future for all” but rather “first 
make yourself strong then help those 
around you so everyone can support 
each other.” Helping others is not 
foolish but first, a nation needs to en-
sure that can actually help itself be-
fore helping others.

The US has historically made many claims about the many faults in the Chinese system of
governance, and how its own brand of ‘capitalism and freedom’ is the only way to move forward. But while the 
rest of the world was so captivated by the “American Dream” China managed to prove all those doubts wrong 

and has now emerged as the US’s greatest competitor. To summarize the new emerging global dynamic seems not 
to be “let’s work together towards a better future for all” but rather “first make yourself strong then help those 

around you so everyone can support each other.” Helping others is not foolish but first, a nation needs to ensure 
that can actually help itself before helping others
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Today the world is witness-
ing the rise of right-wing 
ultra-nationalist popular 
leaders across the globe like 

Donald Trump in the US (2017-21), 
Boris Johnson in the UK and Emman-
uel Macron in France. India is also 
facing this kind of situation with the 
rise of right-wing Hindu nationalist 
party Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).  
The BJP has its agenda to shift Sec-
ular India into a majoritarian Hindu 
nationalist State under the leader-
ship of right-wing Hindu nationalist 
Narendra Modi.

Hindu nationalists believe that 
Hinduism is the prime religion of In-
dia, which is polytheistic in nature 
and has traditionally been open to 
acceptance of a variety of societies. 
Nearly 80% of Indians are Hindus, 
so the Hindu nationalists argue that 
“Hindu belief and culture should 
shape the State and its policies. The 

BJP and other “Hindu nationalist 
forces” are nervous with the strength 
and harmony of Hindus as a “politi-
cal community”; they have accused 
religious minorities for divided de-
votion and exercises mass forceful-
ness against minorities.

Although, the concept of Hin-
dutva politics in India is not a new 
concept; the Hindu nationalist forces 
were present even after the indepen-
dence of India but after losing the 
debate with the secular forces over 
the issue of Indian nationalism or 
ideology, these forces became weak. 
Their influence on common Indi-
an people was very strong but their 
influence on electoral politics was 
very less. The country’s political dy-
namics provided the opportunity to 
the Hindu nationalist forces to gain 
space in electoral politics after the 
death of India’s First Prime Minister 
. Further, the emergency of Indira 

Gandhi paved the way for the Hindu 
nationalist forces to come into power 
under the Hindu nationalist alliance 
Jana Sang in the elections of 1977. 
Subsequently, the victory of BJP in 
2014 and then in 2019 under Naren-
dra Modi as Prime Minister has been 
made possible with the help of Hindu 
right-wing nationalist forces espe-
cially the RSS and VHP.

The PM Narendra Modi, is a 
Hindu nationalist and spent his ear-
ly years working for the “Hindu ma-
joritarian nationalist group” RSS. 
The first term of the Modi govern-
ment has been full of tragedies and 
disasters for minorities, secularism, 
Dalits, Atheists and liberal forces in 
India. Muslims which are 14% of to-
tal Indian population face severe so-
cio-economic and religious discrim-
inations by the BJP government as 
they are labeled as terrorists. There 
is ban on slaughter of cow meat by 
the BJP government as cows are the 
holy animal for Hindus. These events 
show the footprint of Hindutva Ide-
ology in India during the first term of 
BJP under Narendra Modi.

But when Narendra Modi-led 
BJP came into power for the second 
time in May 2019, it became the hub 
of right-wing Hindu majoritarian 
nationalists and RSS goons. There is 
an increase in religious, socio-eco-
nomic and political violence by the 
Hindu nationalist in an overt way. 
Moreover, on August 5, 2019, Indian 
government revoked the special sta-
tus of Muslim majority State Jammu 
and Kashmir fulfilling the dream of 
his extremist organization RSS. To-
day the Kashmiri Muslims are liv-
ing their lives under the curfew and 
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under the shadow of thousands of 
Indian troops. Moreover, the BJP gov-
ernment started ethnic cleansing of 
Kashmiri Muslims in order to con-
vert Muslim majority into minority 
which is the agenda of BJP and RSS.

The decision of Supreme Court 
of India on Babri Masjid on 9 Novem-
ber 2019, the Citizen Amendment 
Act (CAA) and National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) are highly anti-Mus-
lims and discriminatory towards 
Muslims. These all events show that 
today there is a practical manifesta-
tion of the Hindutva’s majoritarian 
nationalism and also it shows how 
secular India is becoming the Hindu 
majoritarian nationalist State. The 

Hindutva majoritarian Nationalism 
viewed as a threat for Secularism 
and liberalism. 

Now in the case of India, all 
these fundamentals of Secularism 
are under severe threat due to the 
rise of Hindu Nationalism. Firstly, 
Indian State is unable to treat all its 
citizens equally as in the case of Mus-
lims they are facing discriminations 
due to the significant influence of 
Hindu Nationalists on State’s Institu-
tions under the BJP government. The 
incidents of Ayodhya and Gujarat are 
the clear examples of this. Second-
ly, under the BJP government there 

is a ban on the selling of cow meat 
across the Indian State as cow is the 
holy animal for Hindus, so clearly the 
State is favoring one particular reli-
gion. Thirdly, the passing of two bills 
from Indian Parliament i.e. CAA and 
NRC can also be taken as an example 
that Indian government is not treat-
ing its minorities equally regardless 
of their religion.

Fourthly, recently, the Indian 
parliament got involved in the reli-
gious matters of Muslims by pass-
ing controversial Muslim Diverse 
bill 2019, which is a severe attack 
on the core fundamental of secular-
ism which prohibits the State to in-
fluence in the religious matters of 

its citizens. Fifthly, the influence of 
Hindu Nationalists of State’s affairs 
is not allowing the State to function 
without the influence of Hindu reli-
gion. This is a severe challenge for 
Secularism in India especially under 
the BJP government. Finally, due to 
the Rise of Hindu Nationalism under 
the leadership of PM Narendra Modi, 
the minorities of India are unable to 
enjoy their social, political, economic 
and cultural rights; this has become a 
serious challenge to the basic princi-
ples of secularism in India.

Moreover, during the regime 
of Narendra Modi the minorities of 

India are going through the worst 
social, economic and political situ-
ations as today they have to prove 
their nationality even after CAA and 
NRC. The attacks on the worship 
places of the minorities have in-
creased under the current govern-
ment. More importantly the Hindu 
nationalists are running the cam-
paigns to change the religions of the 
minorities. It is clear that the Con-
gress government was also working 
on the same agenda covertly but af-
ter the BJP government anti-Muslims 
agenda became the policy of the In-
dian State. They are working on the 
agenda of Hindu majoritarian State 
overtly and the intensity of the com-

pletion of this agenda increased. The 
BJP government is openly working 
against the minorities to either expel 
them from the State or convert them 
into Hinduism. PM Modi and his gov-
ernment are working on the agenda 
of majoritarianism by favoring the 
Hindu majority group.

 Importantly the Hinutva agen-
da of Indian government is going to 
impact the South Asian region which 
is already a nuclear flash point due 
hostile relations of India and Paki-
stan. The current unilateral move 
of Indian government about the de-
mographic change of State of Jammu 
and Kashmir is a security threat for 
the region. The marginalization of 
the Kashmiri people is going to im-
pact the region and if the Indian gov-
ernment continues with its Hindutva 
agenda there will be soon a nuclear 
war within the region. Due to the 
“Hindutva agenda” the relations of 
Indian with its neighbors are hostile 
i.e. Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan which is not a good sign for 
the region. Further the controversial 
bills of Indian government CAA and 
RCA are also going to disrupt the re-
gional stability.

During the regime of Narendra Modi the minorities of India are going through the worst social, economic
and political situations as today they have to prove their nationality even after CAA and NRC. The attacks
on the worship places of the minorities have increased under the current government. More importantly the 
Hindu nationalists are running the campaigns to change the religions of the minorities. It is clear that the 

Congress government was also working on the same agenda covertly but after the BJP government
anti-Muslims agenda became the policy of the Indian State
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The cooperation and alli-
ance-making have always 
been the core principle of 
state‘s strategies. The states 

converge and diverge according to 
their benefits and rivalry. The coop-
eration between Pakistan and Tur-
key goes back to history, and both 
have stood by each other out of the 
spirit of brotherhood. Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah and Mustafa Kamal Atat-
urk also shared joint views on the in-
tersection of Islam and promotion of 
Muslim brotherhood. Today, both the 
countries have always been at each 
other‘s forefront in times of conflict 
and crisis, and have supported each 

other at international level. The rela-
tionship between Pakistan and Tur-
key has increased immensely under 
the leadership of PM Imran Khan.

Turkey has always stood by 
Pakistan in all the chief events in 
history, from standing by Pakistan 
against Indian violence in Kashmir, 
and raising voice at United Nation 
General Assembly, to supporting in 
the financial issues and FATF. Tur-
key has always been the key ally of 
Pakistan in whatsoever the situation 
befalls. Pakistan, on the other hand 
also stood by Turkey in its conflicts 
with the neighboring countries, and 
has always extended full support to 

Turkey.
The two countries are close 

at cultural and public level as well, 
and admire each other people and 
culture to a greater extent. The co-
operation between the two states 
further goes on to the economic and 
strategic level as well. Both the coun-
tries have done many Joint Ventures, 
in order to promote economic and 
strategic cooperation, for enhancing 
stability in the region. The establish-
ment of Regional Cooperation for 
Development (RCD), the Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO) for 
boosting the economic ties between 
the two states; the two countries 

Pakistan-Turkey
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have also signed Strategic Economic 
Framework in February 2021, which 
entails a broad spectrum of science 
and technology, education, tourism, 
health and defence. The Pakistan- 
Turkey Free Trade Agreement is also 
in the pipeline. Furthermore, Paki-
stan –Turkey Military Consultative 
Group (MCG), the Turco-Pak Treaty 
are indications of strong military al-
liance between Turkey and Pakistan. 
This was further enhanced when 
President Erdogan came into pow-
er. The Pakistan-Turkey High Level 
Military Dialogue (HLMD) was de-

veloped between the two states in 
December 2020, aimed at promoting 
defence ties between the two coun-
tries. It opened a new era of joint de-
fence production, training and coop-
eration between the two states.

The two states have also con-
ducted Joint Military exercises as 
well, entailing ―Ataturk- XI‖, con-
ducted earlier this year with Turkey, 
with the primary focus on count-
er-terrorism operations; the naval 
exercise ―Aman 2021‖ which was 
conducted with 45 countries  includ-
ing Turkey, for enhancing military 
skills; the ―Anatolian-Eagle 2021‖ 
with the aim to enhance the interop-

erability between the participating 
forces, was conducted in Turkey, in 
which the Air forces of other coun-
tries also joined, and helped in en-
hancing the true potential of one‘s 
military aircraft. https://images.app.
goo.gl/prCVQykzP9iYiYWE8 

The MILGEM-class corvette, 
named PNS Babur, is the first cor-
vette ship built by Turkey for Paki-
stan. It was launched from a shipyard 
in Istanbul and the ceremony was 
attended by President of Pakistan, 
Dr. Arif Alvi as well. It will boost Pa-
kistan‘s capabilities in maintaining 

peace in the Indian Ocean. It will be 
delivered in 2023, whereas three 
more vessels will be handed over in 
2025, out of which two will be man-
ufactured in Pakistan, in a deal that 
inculcates the technology transfer. 
Moreover, the Turkish Aerospace 
Industry has also inked a contract 
with Pakistan‘s National Engineering 
and Science Commission (NESCOM) 
to produce the components of TAI‘s 
Anka Medium-Altitude Long En-
durance (MALE) combat drone. The 
Anka MALE UAV system can stay up 
in the air for almost 24 hours, and 
can carry a payload of 550 pounds. It 
can perform in all weather, day and 

night ISR Missions, communication 
relays and tracking of fixed and sta-
tionary targets, signals intelligence 
(SIGINT). Such Joint Ventures boost 
the defence and economic ties be-
tween the two countries.

The cooperation in defence in-
dustry is evident in the trade rela-
tions between the two states.   Paki-
stan plays a pivotal role in enhancing 
peace and stability in South Asia, 
Turkey in this regard is endeavors to 
assist Pakistan in order to overcome 
the hurdles in achieving peace. Rec-
ognizing the defence and economic 

needs are essential in achieving the 
national foreign policy agenda. The 
alliance making and cooperation 
with regional allies, like Turkey, will 
boost Pakistan‘s economy and inter-
national standing as well. Pakistan, 
considering the neighborhood, has 
to focus on the defence spending 
through defence trade ties, for boost-
ing the state and regional security. 
The shifting global alliances and the 
continuous changing global geo-po-
litical order, the strong strategic-eco-
nomic cooperation between Turkey 
and Pakistan add up in each other’s 
errand.

The cooperation in defence industry is evident in the trade relations between the two states. 
Pakistan plays a pivotal role in enhancing peace and stability in South Asia, Turkey in this

regard is endeavors to assist Pakistan in order to overcome the hurdles in achieving peace. Recognizing the 
defence and economic needs are essential in achieving the national foreign policy agenda. The alliance making 
and cooperation with regional allies, like Turkey, will boost Pakistan‘s economy and international standing as 
well. Pakistan, considering the neighborhood, has to focus on the defence spending through defence trade ties, 
for boosting the state and regional security. The shifting global alliances and the continuous changing global 

geo-political order, the strong strategic-economic cooperation between Turkey and Pakistan add up in
each other‘s errand
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Pakistan attains yet another 
diplomatic triumph by con-
ducting 48th Session of the 
Organization of Islamic Coop-

eration Council of Foreign Ministers 
in Islamabad on 22nd to 24th March. 
The theme of the summit was ‘Part-
nering for Unity, Justice and Devel-
opment’. About Thirty two Foreign 
Ministers and more than 700 dele-
gates had attended 48th OIC Foreign 
Ministers’ Conference. The meeting 
was deliberated upon the challeng-
es faced by the Muslim Ummah and 
the way forward to promote unity as 
well as economic and trade relations 
between the member states. The 
participants of the summit pledged 
for collective unity, prosperity and 
sovereignty of the Muslim world 
across the globe. It was the second 
event of OIC hosted by Pakistan in 
three months, which is the reflec-
tion of Pakistan’s active and leading 
diplomatic role within the Muslim 

World.  Recently, on December 19, 
2021 the 47th session of OIC-CFMs 
was also held in Islamabad, where 
the main agenda of the extraordinary 
session of OIC was resumption of hu-
manitarian aid to war-torn Afghani-
stan which was unanimously agreed 
by the participants to the conference. 

On 22nd March the inaugu-
ral session was held at Parliament 
House Islamabad, the session was 
attended by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan along with envoys from across 
the Muslim world. The session as 
per the theme, signifies the urgent 
need of collaboration, institutional 
framework and proposed solutions 
for the pertinent issues faced by the 
Muslim World, particularly focusing 
on the oppression of Kashmiris and 
Palestinians. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan has emphatically stated that 
strong voice of the OIC as a represen-
tative body of 1.5 billion population 
is crucial to address lingering issues 

of Kashmir and Palestine, which un-
fortunately the Muslim Ummah has 
failed to deal. The visiting dignitaries 
appreciated the efforts of Pakistan 
regarding the recent session to draw 
the attention of the world towards 
Afghanistan. Undoubtedly, the sta-
bility in Afghanistan is extremely 
important and Pakistan called the 
lifting of international sanctions to 
avert humanitarian crisis looming in 
Afghanistan. Similarly, the establish-
ment of Afghanistan humanitarian 
trust fund and grant of aid is a diplo-
matic success of Pakistan which gives 
a strong message of solidarity to the 
people of Afghanistan. President 
Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
Muhammad Sulaiman Al Jasser has 
sought generous support from the 
member countries of Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), develop-
ment partners, humanitarian orga-
nizations and donors to successfully 
operationalize the newly formed Af-
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ghanistan Humanitarian Trust Fund 
with the efforts of Pakistan. The sin-
cere efforts of Pakistan to promote 
the Muslim unity for the peace and 
development of the world are also 
admirable. Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter participated in the very first ses-
sion of OIC and ensured the Muslim 
world that “China is ready to work 
with Islamic countries to promote a 
multi-polar world, democracy in in-
ternational relations and diversity of 
human civilizations, and make unre-
mitting efforts to build a community 
with a shared future for mankind”.  

 Pertinent to mention that Pa-
kistan recently secured a diplomatic 
victory at the UN, the world organi-
zation adopted Pakistan’s resolu-
tion to declare a day to combat Is-
lamophobia. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan is making sincere efforts to 
bring Ummah at one page. Pakistan 
has always raised the voice for op-
pressed Muslims whether they are 
in Palestine or Kashmir. OIC is a very 
important forum to discuss the is-
sues and challenges being faced by 
Muslim countries. The 48th session 
of OIC as per the theme signifies the 
urgent need of collaboration, institu-
tional framework and proposed the 
solutions for the important issues 
faced by the Muslim World, partic-
ularly focusing on the oppression 
of Kashmiris and Palestinians since 
decades. The summit vow to focus 
on wide range of topics and issues 
of concern of the Muslim communi-
ty such as the fight against violence, 
extremism and terrorism, Islam-
ophobia and defamation of religious 
values respectively. Furthermore, the 
Council has discussed the situation 
of Muslim minorities and communi-
ties in non-member states, as well 
as the promotion of dialogue among 
civilizations, cultures and religions, 
and other emerging matters. One of 
the prime focuses was the evaluation 
of xenophobic and extremist tenden-
cies. The forum has also discussed, 
growing tensions and instability in 
various regions of the world, the in-
tensifying protracted conflicts, and 
deceitful deliberate attempts to tar-
nish the sacred image of Islam and 
to undermine the Muslim world’s 
peaceful coexistence with other cul-

tures and religions, it is more im-
perative than ever to project to the 
international community the true 
humanistic nature and tolerance of 
Islam. 

With this event Islamabad 
would further upscale commitment 
to the principles and objectives of 
the OIC Charter, particularly the pro-
visions on promoting and enhanc-
ing the bonds of unity and solidarity 
among the member states in political, 
economic, social, cultural, scientific 
and other vital areas. Furthermore, 
the event has provided an opportu-
nity of enhancing cooperation for 
sustainable socio-economic devel-
opment, conducive to a real integra-
tion of member states into the global 
economy, based on the principles of 
partnership and equality. On human-
itarian grounds, the discussions be-
tween the representatives to critical-
ly examine main humanitarian policy 
and operational priorities for 2022 
focused on humanitarian activities 
in Afghanistan, the Sahel, the Horn 
of Africa, Rohingyas of Myanmar and 
the Middle East.

 To conclude, the OIC-CFMs will 
further boost Pakistan’s posture in 
the global geopolitical and geostrate-
gic affairs. It will also assist to close-
ly engage with the member states to 
further establish its inter-state level 
relations. For Pakistan the summit 
may prove a hallmark of its policy 

and goals attainment. As the world 
is heading towards another cold war, 
with states having been sucked into 
bloc politics, the Muslim countries 
should not drag themselves into bloc 
politics and rather show their pow-
er for bringing peace in the world 
through unity and collective efforts. 
Now it is a high time for the unity of 
members of the OIC against the op-
pressions of Muslims in the world 
and for the development of muslim 
countries to show the rest of the 
world the power of unity and Muslim 
Brotherhood. Of course, due to the 
structural reasons, the OIC is not in 
a position to enforce its decisions on 
India and Israel, regarding oppres-
sion in Kashmir and Palestine but the 
decisions do have the force of moral 
pressure. Last but not the least, in the 
future; Pakistan should also take the 
lead in the area of science and tech-
nology. In particular, given Pakistan’s 
achievements in nuclear technology 
and its track record of the flawless 
operation of civil nuclear facilities, 
Pakistan is uniquely placed to offer 
cooperation, training and education 
to OIC member states in the peaceful 
uses of nuclear technology in areas 
such as power generation, medicine 
and agriculture. This could be one of 
the areas that Pakistan should pro-
mote in the next CFMs moot.
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Pakistan-United Kingdom

RELATIONS
Cognizant of the importance 

of maintaining cordial and 
mutually beneficial relations, 
Pakistan has always sought 

to strengthen its relations with oth-
er nations around the world as a for-
eign policy goal. In this regard, Paki-
stan attaches great importance to its 
historical and diplomatic relations 
with the United Kingdom which has 
historically played a central role in 
shaping the trajectory of political de-
velopments in sub-continent. Before 
its independence in 1947, Pakistan 
was part of the British Indian Em-
pire and hence after independence 
it became a member of the Common-
wealth of Nations, a political associa-
tion of 54 states formerly under Brit-
ish colonial rule.

President Ayub Khan paid an 
official visit to England in 1966 and 
the queen of Britain Elizabeth II 
and head of commonwealth paid a 
state visit to Pakistan in 1997. Peo-
ple to people contact between the 
two  partners is also encouraging. In 
the post-independence period from 
1950s and 60s over 
1.1 million Pakistanis 
found their way to the 
UK. Thus, the UK and 
Pakistan cherish their 
long-standing and 
diversified relations 
rooted in shared his-
tory and community 
ties. In fact, Pakistani 
diaspora in the UK 
are highly skillful and 
form an active lobby 

that aims to overcome challenges 
and achieve shared objectives. Some 
Pakistanis have even made it to the 
legislature by virtue of their commit-
ment to strengthening and uphold-
ing Pak-UK relations. These relations 
have been improved with the pas-
sage of time and the role of effective 
diplomacy in achieving congenial 
and friendly ties cannot be overes-
timated. Since 2001, after the tragic 
incident of the 9/11, the bilateral re-
lations have witnessed a growing co-
operation on national security issues 
stemming from global terrorism and 
rising Islamophobia.  In December 
2004, the UK government unequiv-
ocally applauded its close strategic 
ties with Pakistan and appreciated 
its crucial ally in the ‘war against ter-
ror’.  

In December 2006, a long-term 
Development Partnership Agree-
ment was signed by the two coun-
tries. As a result, the assistance to 
Pakistan doubled, from £236 million 
for the period 2005- 2008 to £480 
million for the period 2008–2011. 

UK-Pakistan ties are positioned in 
an impartially narrow band of diplo-
macy and military relations. There is   
definitely strategic dependency on 
both sides. Pakistan does not carry 
the baggage of post-colonialism in 
dealing with London. Its state func-
tionaries are friendly and closely 
associated with the UK. London is 
nearly a second home for many Pa-
kistanis. The 1.2 million British citi-
zens of Pakistani origin living an ac-
tive political life in northern England, 
and some other places, make them 
an important political and electoral 
constituency for the political elite 
of UK thereby signifying Pakistan’s 
relevance.  . The war on terror in 
Afghanistan and the terror attack in 
London in 2005 also played a role in 
bringing the two militaries and in-
telligence agencies together. For the 
UK, Pakistan’s holds immense signif-
icance in terms of expertise and suc-
cess in countering terrorism.

Generally speaking, Britain has 
long maintained presence in South 
Asia without needing to ‘shift’, the 

frequently wheeled out term 
in the phraseology of foreign 
policy experts. However, per-
ceptions about Britain’s role 
in South Asia have altered. Pa-
kistan and the UK share his-
torical association from the 
time of British Raj and have 
enviable political and econom-
ic cooperation augmented by 
the presence of a large Paki-
stani diaspora community in 
the UK. However, much needs 
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to be done in terms of improving 
trade relations, exchanging scientif-
ic knowledge and technology, and 
strengthening strategic ties to en-
sure regional stability in Asia and be-
yond. Imran Khan’s government has 
managed to perform comparatively 
well in the foreign affairs arena. 

Given that Imran Khan has spent 
much of his time in the UK and wide-
ly known in the western world, he is 
in a position to overhaul and expand 
Pakistan’s relations with the UK and 
West in general. 

  Already, the current govern-
ment in Pakistan has been instrumen-
tal in facilitating the country’s visa 
management in terms of facilitating 
British tourists and travelers to vis-
it Pakistan. This aspect can only be 
completely exploited once high-lev-
el official visits are exchanged and a 
thoughtful political dialogue begins 
between the two governments. Pa-
kistan is the most desirable hub for 
this strategic shift and long standing 

relations with the UK. 
Moreover, under Imran Khan’s 

leadership there has been an em-
phasis to advance the tourism and 
housing industries. British investors 
and firms have sufficient experience 
in both sectors and could further 
branch out into the hospitality indus-
try and green energy projects.

Moreover, Pakistan-UK Strate-
gic cooperation with Pakistan will 
also be useful in advancing the UK’s 
interests in the Arabian Peninsula 
and stabilizing the regional securi-
ty environment in the Persian Gulf. 
This is especially true in the context 
of British exist from the European 
Union and its search for extra-re-
gional or international partnerships. 
This includes looking for free trade 
agreements with freshly developing 
and fast mounting economies. As 
Pakistan’s chief trading partner in 
Europe, the UK should continue to 
support Pakistan. In the post-Brexit 
world, the UK and Pakistan need to 
benefit from exchanging expertise 

in achieving financial 
stability and economic 
growth. . It is important 
to note that, the UK is 
Pakistan’s largest trad-
ing partner in Europe 
and third major investor 
in the world. This of-
fers greatest assurance 
of the future constan-
cy and success of both 
countries, chiefly in the 
post-Brexit world. Pakistan and UK 
share a vision of a peaceful, stable 
and democratic Pakistan.  

Bilateral trade between the two 
countries rose from25% to $2.65 bil-
lion, while Pakistan’s exports to the 
UK rose from 33% to $2.025 billion 
in 2020-21. This indicates that there 
is great potential for expanded trade 
relations.  While there is huge export 
market for Pakistan in the UK, only 
a small part of it has so far been ex-
plored. Most of Pakistani exporters 
do not bother to expand export items 

designed for UK. To realize the trade 
potential, the two countries need to 
carve out a new and comprehensive 
strategic framework. At present, 
Pakistan’s exports to UK primarily 
comprise of textile-based apparels 
which include knitted and crocheted 
fabrics, linens (bed and table, toilet 
and kitchen) and ready-to-wear gar-
ments. Apart from textile products, 
Pakistan also export medical, surgi-
cal and dental equipment and sport 
articles to the European nation. Ad-
ditionally, UK’s total import of fish 
and related products surpassed $5 
billion in 2019 whereas Pakistan’s 
exports of fish and fish preparations 
to the European country amounted to 
only $2.7 million. Exporters of items 
other than textiles need coordina-
tion with UK companies to develop 
improved understanding of market 
dynamics and create suitable prod-
uct lines at reasonable price levels. 
Pakistani exporters need to enhance 
brand power to project in UK. For 
this they need more support from 

the governments from both sides. 
They are engaged in low impact mar-
keting and a majority is not interest-
ed to form joint ventures with Brit-
ish companies. Currently, more than 
600 British firms are functioning in 
India whereas only 150 UK compa-
nies are hardly operative in Pakistan. 
This particular point needs more at-
tention.  In 2021, Pak-UK Business 
Council of the Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI) made efforts to bring the 
business communities of both coun-

tries closer by organizing webinars 
and conferences in an attempt to in-
crease bilateral trade. As reported by 
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), in 
fiscal year 2020-21 merchandise ex-
ports to UK jumped to $2.047 billion 
from $1.638 billion in last year. The 
whole scenario depicts a need for a 
strategic change to further acceler-
ate the current state of relations be-
tween both countries. There is need 
to devise a comprehensive strategy 
to endure and hasten the vigorous 
pace of development noted by our IT 
sector over the past few years. There 
is a need to further explore this sec-
tor while harmonizing with the UK IT 
industry. The UK is also the second 
major source of foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) for Pakistan after China. 
The data also shows that in the past 
10 years the net FDI inflows from 
the European nation amount to at 
$2.282 billion against $6.109 billion 
from China. This is also something to 
explore and augment.

Pakistan and the UK share historical association  from the time of British Raj and have enviable political and 
economic cooperation augmented by the presence of a large Pakistani diaspora community in the UK. However, 
much needs to be done in terms of  improving trade relations, exchanging scientific knowledge and technology, 

and strengthening strategic ties to ensure regional stability in Asia and beyond
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Energy Security is defined as 
“an adequate and reliable 
availability of energy” re-
sources at affordable prices. 

In modern literature energy security 
in   not a one-dimensional concept 
rather it has many dimensions and 
factors. Thus, it is a nexus of vari-
ous factors which includes political, 
economic, geo-political, institutional 
and regulatory aspects. As concept 
of “availability of energy resources” 
is a central aspect in energy security 
there are certain important pre-req-
uisites attached to it which includes 
the variety, balance and disparity.  In 
equation of energy security “variety” 
aims to include the “economical-
ly available primary sources”; term 
“balance” requires a balance or reli-
ance of a country on energy sources 
in “overall energy mix” and last but 
not the least “disparity” analyzes the 
differences among these various op-
tions in terms of delivery modes or 
characteristics.

Pakistan’s energy mix or energy 
history is predominantly under the 
influence of discoveries and usage 
of natural gas reserves. According to 
the statistics mentioned in Asian De-
velopment Bank’s Working Paper in 
2005, 50% of Pakistan’s energy mix 
was based on gas reserves, which lead 
to the plateaued of the gas resources 
because of no major additions of any 
more gas fields. Subsequently, Paki-
stan relied on oil imports to fulfill 
the energy demands of the country. 
In beginning of the second decade of 
the 21st century Pakistan faced very 
serious energy crisis where in sum-
mer many parts of the country face 
electricity blackouts for 10-12 hours 
and in winter domestic users and in-
dustries faced the low gas pressure 

or low supply. According to the re-
ports of Economic Survey of Pakistan 
during that time Pakistan was losing 
around USD 4.8 billion of Gross Do-
mestic Production annually for five 
consistent years. Resultantly, initial-
ly to counter its energy crisis Paki-
stan started importing oil, coal, and 
recently LNG, which caused higher 
prices of energy sources in Pakistan. 
Other than a cause of inflation and 
higher prices thermal energy sourc-
es in any energy mix are also massive 
source of climate change. 

In recent years, Pakistan has tak-
en a lot of steps to not only counter its 
energy crisis but also to diversify its 
energy mix. In this regards, according 
to the most recent estimates of April 
2020, Pakistan’s installed capacity of 
electricity generation increased by 
7.5 % by reaching 35,972 megawatts 
in comparison to 33,452MW in April 
2019. Moreover, to diversify its ener-
gy mix, Pakistan also increased reli-
ance on hydro sources of power and 
increased hydro-power generation 

by nearly 5%. Another important 
factor with a lot of potential to tap 
is “nuclear power”, in year 2020 Pa-
kistan increased energy generation 
through nuclear power plants from 
3% to 8.2 % in its overall energy mix. 
Other than renewable energy sourc-
es like Hydro-power and Solar, Wind, 
and Bagasse-Based Power options, 
for future energy generation sourc-
es Pakistan should seriously pursue 
nuclear energy for achieving energy 
security. As even today the biggest 
energy source for country is thermal 
power, which means reliance on nat-
ural gas and import of oil and LPG 
that are already causing high infla-

Pakistan’s Energy Security
and Role of Nuclear Energy
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tion and energy crisis (especially in 
winter of 2021) in country. 

According to the report pre-
pared by the UNSECE expert group 
on the issue of resource manage-
ment, nuclear energy is “indispen-
sible tool” for achieving the sustain-
able development goals. As nuclear 
energy is a “green source of energy”, 
it plays crucial role in availability of 
“affordable energy” to masses, which 
is necessary for the economic growth, 
industrial innovation, water irradi-
ation. Resultantly states achieve the 
goal of poverty alleviation, achieve 
zero huger goals and mitigate the im-
pacts of climate change. These all fac-
tors are parts of UN’s Sustainable De-
velopmental Goals. Today, Pakistan 
is working to achieve UN SDG’s in 
fields of energy, health, agriculture, 
environment, hydrology and basic 
sciences. Thus, today by utilizing nu-

clear energy in its full potential, Pa-
kistan can also achieve sustainable 
developmental goals.

Another important aspect for 
Pakistan which increases the fea-
sibility of the nuclear energy for 
country is its ability to not contrib-
ute in global warming. Pakistan is a 
country which faces annual losses 
in terms on human and financial re-
sources due to the severe impacts on 
climate change. Although Pakistan 
is not the country which is contrib-
uting in greenhouse gas emissions 
but the impacts on temperature, en-
vironment and rain patterns in Pa-
kistan are evident. According to the 
estimates by World Nuclear Organi-
zation, the greenhouse gas emissions 
have increased by the 40 % since 
2000’s and if states will continue the 
current trends of growth, industri-
alization and urbanization it will be 
very hard to keep the rising global 

temperature below the 2 ‘C (agreed 
in 2015 Paris Agreement). In this re-
gards, measures which can be easily 
taken to lower down the emissions 
of greenhouse gases includes the 
production of electricity by the nu-
clear power plants as nuclear power 
reactors produce almost one-third of 
less carbon dioxide emissions than 
solar power generators, also emit 
less carbon dioxide than hydropow-
er generators, and produce the same 
amount of carbon dioxide as wind 
power generators. Thus, in this re-
gard nuclear power is one of the sub-
stantial alternatives that could bring 
more diversification in the global 
energy mix by significantly reducing 
the global warming and effects of cli-
mate change. 

Though, Pakistan is still facing 
the energy shortfalls in country but 
it is aware that in future it needs to 

develop more diverse energy mix, 
which must lessen the reliance on 
non-renewable and imported ener-
gy resources. In this regards, other 
than hydro, solar and wind powers, 
nuclear power is also a very viable 
resource which can significantly con-
tribute in Pakistan’s energy mix.  To-
day Pakistan’s civilian nuclear pro-
gram, which also handles the energy 
generation power plants under the 
Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (PAEC) is running nuclear pow-
er plants at two sites, one is Karachi 
and second is Chasma. Karachi hosts 
a small 90 MWe Canadian PHWR 
which started up in 1971, was Paki-
stan’s first nuclear power plant. It is 
operated at reduced power due to its 
age.

 In March 2021 unit 2 at the Ka-
rachi power plant was connected to 
the national grid. It is a Chinese de-
sign HPR1000 (the export model of 

Hualong One), upon grid connection, 
the 1000 MWe unit almost doubled 
Pakistan’s nuclear generating ca-
pacity. Karachi 2 is the first of two 
HPR1000 units to be constructed at 
the site, with the second scheduled 
be connected to the grid in 2022. 
Cold testing at Karachi 3 began in 
April 2021. In Chashma, there are 
four 300 MWe units, all these units 
are CNP-300 models, which is based 
on Qinshan 1 in China. The first reac-
tor in Chashma was connected to the 
grid in 2000 and the fourth in 2017. 
These projects depict that Pakistan 
aims for the expansion of its civil-
ian nuclear power plant to meet its 
growing energy needs of the future. 
In January 2014 PAEC announced its 
intention to build five further 1100 
MWe nuclear reactors to meet antic-
ipated electricity demand, and have 
8.9 GWe of nuclear capacity online by 

2030.
Despite being outside the UN’s 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), a four-year technical cooper-
ation project – “Strengthening and 
Enhancing Capabilities of Pakistan’s 
National Institutions to Support a 
Safe, Reliable and Sustainable Nu-
clear Power Programme,” referred 
to as PAK2007 – was launched in 
2018. The IAEA amalgamated four 
of its pre-existing national technical 
cooperation projects, which sup-
ported regulators, operators, waste 
managers and non-destructive tes-
ters to bring together all the relevant 
nuclear power stakeholders. This 
considerably boosted international 
cooperation with Pakistan’s nuclear 
power programme. Furthermore, it 
reflects that Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gram is operating in accordance with 
the international regulations, norms, 
practices and guidelines.

According to the report prepared by the UNSECE expert group on the issue of resource
management, nuclear energy is “indispensable tool” for achieving the sustainable development

goals. As nuclear energy is a “green source of energy”, it plays crucial role in availability of “affordable 
energy” to masses, which is necessary for the economic growth, industrial innovation, water irradiation. 

Resultantly states achieve the goal of poverty alleviation, achieve zero huger goals and mitigate the impacts 
of climate change. These all factors are parts of UN’s Sustainable Developmental Goals. Today, Pakistan is 

working to achieve UN SDG’s in fields of energy, health, agriculture, environment, hydrology and basic sciences. 
Thus, today by utilizing nuclear energy in its full potential, Pakistan can also achieve sustainable

developmental goals
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Expo 2020 Dubai is coming 
with a great celebration un-
der the theme ‘Connecting 
Minds, Creating the Future’. It 

looks forward to building great col-
laborations, partnerships and ideas 
that can shape the global future. 
Being part of the change and shar-
ing the same mission to create the 
future, the International Property 
Show 2022 announces its arrival on 
24 to 26 March 2022 at the Dubai 
World Trade Centre, in Dubai an-
ticipates a huge number of visitors, 
exhibitors and VIP officials from all 
around the world. The International 
Property Show (IPS) is the Middle 
East’s Biggest Property Sales Plat-
form for local and international real 
estate markets. It is the best place to 
meet and do business with top-tier 
investors and property professionals 
from across the globe. The show is 
the only event of its kind that allows 
retail sale and purchases for both lo-
cal and international properties. IPS 
is a Mega Property Sales Platform 
where exclusive deals to end-users / 
investors will be offered during the 
3-day event. It will enable developers 
to sell their project offerings onsite 
at much lower prices attractive to 
property seekers looking to explore 
from a wide range of properties.

The International Property 
Show (IPS) is a premium platform 

which offers exclusive deals to inves-
tors. It will enable developers to sell 
their project offerings at much lower 
prices attractive to property seekers 
looking to explore from a wide ar-
ray of properties. The International 
Property Show is conducting inter-
active events in Dubai, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia and GCC. Discuss latest prop-
erty trends, ignite new avenues and 
be a part of the investment commu-
nity. IPS assembles top notch real es-
tate exhibitors from diverse sectors 
for building long term customer re-
lationships and presenting profitable 
business opportunities. As a holistic 

platform, it assists in gaining a crys-
tal-clear insight on the latest trends 
and happenings in the global real 
estate industry. It caters to all your 
real estate needs and demands ef-
fectively. Being a globally acclaimed 
property exhibition, IPS helps you in 
witnessing and accessing par excel-
lent real estate deals. Exhibit at IPS 
Dubai to execute ground-breaking 
property transactions across a wide 
range of real estate avenues and let 
your prospects and clients know 
about your projects when Emarati 
real estate market is at its peak and 
is considered to be the safest heaven 

International Property Show 
(IPS) 2022
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for investment.

Exhibiting at International 
Property Show
From real estate to sales and promo-
tion, from a national and an inter-
national level, at the International 
Property Show you can find your-
self emerged in it all. Showing off an 
amazing floor-show, it has countless 
stands that welcome you with com-
fortable seating areas for business 
meetings and seal the deal moments. 
They also showcase models of every 
size of the biggest cities in the world. 
Dubai is the place to be to explore 
and benefit from this platform. As it 
becomes the main meeting place for 
consumers and real estate profes-
sionals, you can learn how to invest 
better, offer great property deals and 
talk to a vast amount of experts from 
around the world. Come on by and 
be sure to take your own real estate 
agency as well. Sell your property 
and be blown away by the opportu-
nities you’ll reach. The International 
Property Show acknowledges its ex-
hibitors and visitors as utmost im-
portance and continuously improves 
to further enhance the participant’s 
experience. IPS will gather local and 
international exhibitors who will fea-
ture their industry projects and ser-
vices with the aim of achieving eco-
nomic growth for their country and 
region. The virtual exhibition will 
feature countries, smart city solution 
providers, start-up companies aim-
ing for global operations, SMEs seek-
ing operational expansion, feasible 
projects for portfolio investors, and 

global investment opportunities.
Exhibition
A lively 3-day exhibition which is the 
best platform to buy and sell local 
and international properties onsite. 
The headline feature of 
the Exhibition is the ‘Mega 
Property Show’ which 
showcases market-leading 
offers from UAE develop-
ers, as well as regional and 
international property de-
velopers. This feature also 
offers services and rates 
offered by banks and other 
financial institutions, legal 
service providers, real es-
tate agents, and property 
auction houses. The Exhibition pro-
vides buyers with a onestop shop 
where they can find a complete pack-
age of bargain deals.

High Level Conference
Real estate experts, high government 
officials and top representatives 
from regulatory bodies share rele-
vant topics on real estate industry 
including local, regional, and global 
market trends, regulatory trends, 
and the latest on cross border real 
estate transactions.

Property Think Tank Program
A venue for real estate players to 
gain deeper understanding of the 
sector, learn new ideas, trends, and 
strategies. It is a unique offering 
where participants convene; collabo-
rate to address particular challenges 
concerning different sectors in real 
estate such as Finance, Knowledge, 

Facility Management, FDI, Market-
ing, Government Services, Lifestyle, 
Sustainable Cities and Prop Tech. As 
a group, expert professionals in re-
lated fields will come up with smart 

outcomes that can play a significant 
role in formulating effective policies 
and initiatives in the future.

B2C/B2B Meetings
High-level officials, investors and 
decision-makers can access a wide 
network of thousands of attendees 
to promote and discuss wide ranging 
real estate investment opportunities, 
or to collaborate for future invest-
ment partnership.

Country Pavilions
International property developers 
can access thousands of investors 
via Country Pavilions, a special zone 
dedicated to non-UAE based proper-
ty developers. It comes with special 
package rates for prime exhibition 
spaces which is a cost-effective way 
to promote real estate projects and 
developments.

Investment Destinations
Investment Destination Forum fea-
tures viable real estate investments 
in specific countries. Each country 
will have an exclusive slot to discuss 
real estate investment opportunities 
in their country and win the nod of 
top-tier investors and mega develop-
ers to consider their country as their 
next destination for investment

MOU Signing
Promotion of inter-agency coopera-
tion to build and develop the capabil-
ities of real estate professional and to 
establish the bridge of cooperation 
in the promotion of real estate devel-
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The Annual Investment Meet-
ing (AIM) is an initiative of 
the UAE Ministry of Economy 
designed to provide a frame-

work for global exchange on the key 
principles underpinning internation-
al investment policies, strategies and 
practices for sustainable develop-
ment to achieve smart and inclusive 
global growth. Since its inception, 
the Annual Investment Meeting has 
established itself as a leading glob-
al investment platform that aspires 
to ignite positive transformation by 
creating investment opportunities, 
upholding solidarity and developing 
economic relations among nations, as 
well as addressing the global ordeals 
that will make a profound impact to 
economic growth. Every edition of 
the Annual Investment Meeting is an 
opportune event to address the fun-
damental challenges that nations are 
being confronted with on their jour-
ney to achieving development and to 
discuss investment trends and strat-
egies that can be utilized to maxi-
mize the potential of every business, 
country and region to consequently 
fuel economic diversification. AIM 
Global platform provides business-
es, governments and civil society 
with an independent, impartial and 
future-oriented platform to amplify 

their efforts to influence sustained, 
positive change. Using its consid-
erable organizational capacity – in-
cluding convening power, excellence 
in community management, insight 
generation and interaction technol-
ogy – to facilitate multi-stakeholder 
interaction and impact.

The Annual Investment Meet-
ing (AIM) announces AIM 2022 to 
enhance the attraction of foreign 
investments in the vital and promis-
ing sectors in light of the new global 
trends.  AIM held a press conference 
on Tuesday, 7 September to reveal 
its next edition, the Annual Invest-

ment Meeting 2022, at Armani Hotel, 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Under 
the patronage of His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice-President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, AIM 
2022 will take place from 29 - 31 
March 2022, at the EXPO 2020, with 
the theme “Investments in Sustain-
able Innovation for a Thriving Fu-
ture”, to deliver a renewed vision that 
reflects the economic ambition to 
build a global economic environment 
and expand the horizon of econom-
ic partnerships around the world. 
The 11th edition of AIM will create a 
robust roadmap to rebuilding econ-
omies by unlocking opportunities, 
reshaping strategies, and building 
key partnerships to accelerate glob-
al economic progress. It will utilize 
digital technology, and at the same 
time, provide an in-person event for 
participants who wish to physically 
interact with fellow participants.

To exceed the needs of prospec-
tive investors and reach out to a wid-
er range of project promoters
Annual Investment Meeting is the 
World’s Leading Platform for Foreign 
Direct Investment. This will discuss 
the impact of digital globalization, 
how policies can be set in place to 
encourage an innovative investment 
atmosphere, the need to create long-
term investment opportunities, and 
how to attract and develop skilled 
talents from across the world. AIM 
has established itself as a leading in-
vestment platform in the Middle East 
that convenes world-class global in-
vestors, venture capitalists, private 
corporations, financial institutions, 
economic experts and ministry au-
thorities and governments from 
around the world. The past decade 
has provided immeasurable success 
for the global investment community 
to capitalize on strong partnerships 
and opportunities brought by the 
Annual Investment Meeting.

Annual Investment Meeting 
2022
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UAE Investment Partnership 
Initiative
The UAE government also announced 
the “UAE Investment Promotion 
Partnership”, which is an initiative 
of the Annual Investment Meeting 
that encourages local Investment 
promotion authorities to attract for-
eign direct investment towards im-
portant project that will benefit the 
UAE. Through this initiative, AIM will 
bring sustainable economic diversifi-
cation to the UAE. Foreign direct in-
vestment will continue despite the 
pandemic, increasing productivity 
and boosting investments towards 
research and development. This is 
an outstanding initiative as both in-
vestment promotion authorities and 
federal government will benefit from 
this partnership. 

Turning Challenges into Op-
portunities through Aim Pil-
lars
AIM, through its six pillars namely 
Foreign Direct Investment, Small & 
Medium Enterprises, Future Cities, 
Startups, Foreign Portfolio Invest-
ment, and 50 Projects Initiative, will 
generate investment opportunities 
for various sectors and for all partici-
pants from more than 170 countries, 
that will significantly speed up the 
global economic recovery. Today, we 

live in fast-paced times and in a high-
ly interconnected world. The com-
plexity of the world requires greater 
global cooperation to address issues 
that contribute to the ecological en-
vironment, social cohesion and eco-
nomic viability. Globally, sustainable 
innovation will serve as a break-
through in the management of chal-
lenging situations and the complex 
evolution our world is currently fac-
ing requires that nations, industries, 
and societies invest in sustainable 
innovation.

Investments in digitalization
According to the International Data 
Corporation, direct digital transfor-
mation investments are expected 
to total $6.8 trillion between 2020 
and 2023, and 65% of the world’s 
GDP is set to be digitalized by 2022. 
This will be driven by the accelerat-
ed adoption of digitalization and the 
heightened demand for contactless 
solutions and cloud services. The 
adoption of AI, big data, internet of 
things, cloud computing and 5G is 
disrupting and streamlining indus-
tries. The impact of COVID-19 has led 
to accelerated adoption of digital in-
frastructure, which is reflected in the 
private sector and embraced by gov-
ernments worldwide. In this session, 
leading government officials, private 

sector representatives, academic 
scholars and tech investors will dis-
cuss the future opportunities that lie 
with digitalization and discuss the 
roadmap to outline a model that will 
attract FDI successfully.

Empowering investors, to drive 
global economic growth and make 
the world better, has always been the 
number one objective of the Annual 
Investment Meeting AIM.  Over more 
than 10 years, AIM has evolved into 
the world’s leading investment plat-
form, with 6 strategic pillars, includ-
ing the Foreign Direct Investment, a 
pillar that helps investors learn and 
discover promising investment op-
portunities across different coun-
tries and regions all over the world. 
In this context, the upcoming edition 
of AIM will be focusing on the vi-
tal role that Investment Promotion 
Agencies (IPAs) are playing in the in-
ternational investment arena. There-
fore, the AIM Global 2022, planned to 
take place at the Expo 2020 in Dubai 
from 29th to 31st of March 2022, is 
taking a bold initiative, in partner-
ship with KPMG, to leverage the vital 
role of Investment Promotion Agen-
cies (IPAs) – to achieve AIM’s overall 
objective of promoting investments 
worldwide.
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Tribute 

Mohammad Iqbal (1877-
1938), a descendant of a 
Kashmiri Brahmin family, 
was born and settled in 

Sialkot. After a traditional education 
in Arabic, Persian, and Urdu, he was 
exposed to a liberal education that 
defined the contours of his thought 
and his poetry during the entire pe-
riod of his life. Beginning his educa-
tional career at the Scottish Mission 
School, he went on to acquire his M. 
A. in Philosophy, before joining Trin-
ity College, and later earning the de-
gree of Bar-at-Law. He furthered his 
education by getting the degree of 
doctorate from Germany on The De-
velopment of Metaphysics in Persia. 
He worked in different capacities at 
different points of time; he taught 
philosophy, practised law, got in-

volved in politics, and also attended 
the second Round Table Conference. 
Even while he favoured the idea of 
the creation of Pakistan and is ven-
erated there as the national poet, he 
wrote the famous patriotic song that 
celebrates the greatness of India.  
King George V decorated him with 
knighthood and he was called Sir 
Mohammad Iqbal thereafter.

Iqbal wrote both in Persian and 
Urdu, and is often regarded as the 
poet-philosopher of the East who ad-
dressed the Muslim ummah, believed 
in the philosophy of wahdatul wujo-
od, and propounded the philosohy of 
khudi, or selfhood, which called for 
self-realisation and the discovery of 
the hidden talent with love and per-
severance. Beyond that lay the stages 
of complete submission and forget-

fulness which, he thought, was the 
ultimate stage of khudi. Iqbal dreamt 
of the ‘complete man’ and also en-
tered into a metaphoric dialogue 
with the divine. His poetry emerged 
as a remarkable site where message 
and art coalesced, as he re-config-
ured major poetic devices like met-
aphor, myth, and symbol to re-visit 
history, philosophy and the Islamic 
faith to develop his individual vision. 
He has left behind his collections of 
poems, Asraar-e Khudi, Rumooz-e 
Bekhudi, Baang-e Daraa, Baal-e Ji-
breel, Payaam-e Mashriq, Zaboor-e 
‘Ajm, Javed Naama, Zarb-e Kaleem, 
and Armaghaan-e Hijaz, apart from 
his lectures collected in English as 
The Reconstruction of Religious 
Thought in Islam, and other works 
on the Eastern worldview.

ALLAMA MOHAMMAD IQBAL
Mohammad Iqbal was undoubtedly one of the greatest poets, philosophers, and seers of humanity of all 
times. He took a prominent part in the politics of the country and in the intellectual and cultural recon-

struction of the Islamic world. His contribution to the literature and thought of the world will live forever. 
(Quaid-e-Azam, Muhammad Ali Jinnah)
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Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has twice served 
as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs; from 2008 – 2011 

and currently, since August 2018.
A seasoned politician, Foreign 

Minister Qureshi has engaged at 
every echelon of politics and gov-
ernance since he started his politi-
cal career in 1983 from the District 
Council, from where he progressed 
to the Provincial Assembly. Foreign 
Minister Qureshi remained a mem-
ber of the Punjab Assembly for nine 
years from 1985 to 1993 and has 
held multiple Ministerial portfoli-
os, serving previously as Minister of 
Planning and Development and Min-
ister of Finance of the Punjab.

He has also served as Mayor 
of the city of Multan from 2000 to 
2002 and has been elected 5 times 
as Member National Assembly from 
Multan in elections held in 1993, 
2002, 2008, 2013 and 2018. Foreign 
Minister Qureshi has also served as 
the Minister of State for Parliamenta-
ry Affairs in the Federal Cabinet from 
1993 to 1996.

As Foreign Minister, Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi envisions a foreign 
policy that is articulate and prin-
cipled, ensuring a peaceful and 
prosperous neighborhood for de-

velopment.  He believes in the rein-
forcement of long-standing relation-
ships and in making new alliances, 
with Pakistan pursuing a policy of 
partnerships for peace, security and 
prosperity.

Born on 22 June 1956, Makh-
doom Shah Mahmood Qureshi hails 
from Multan in Pakistan, renowned 
historically as the City of Saints. He 
traces his lineage to the great Sufi 
Muslim Saint, Hazrat Ghous Baha-
uddin Zakariya Sohrawardy Mul-

tani (RA) and represents the peace, 
openness and tolerance enshrined 
in Islam. He is an alumnus of Aitchi-
son College, in Lahore, and a Cam-
bridge University graduate where he 
studied Law & History from Corpus 
Christi College for a Master’s de-
gree. Foreign Minister Qureshi is also 
presently Vice Chairman of political 
party Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and 
an avid agriculturalist.

MAKHDOOM
SHAH MAHMOOD QURESHI
The Foreign Minister of Pakistan 
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Book Review

The book under review is 
“The Globalization of World 
Politics: An Introduction to 
International Relations”, ed-

ited by John Baylis, Patricia Owens, 
and Steve Smith. It has eight edi-
tions, the first edition was published 
in 1997, and the 8th in 2018. The 
eighth edition of the book features 
several new chapters that reflect on 
the latest developments in the field, 
including postcolonial and decolo-
nial approaches, and refugees and 
forced migration. The book is divid-
ed into five major parts and each part 
is further divided into subparts or 
chapters. The first part of the book is 
entitled ‘International relations in a 
global era’ which is the introductory 
part of the book. This part has sought 
to elucidate the concept of globaliza-
tion and identify its implications for 
the study of world politics. It has 
been argued that globalization re-
constructs the world as a shared so-
cial space. In focusing upon the con-
sequences of globalization for the 
study of international relations, this 
part has argued that it engenders a 
fundamental shift in the constitution 
of world politics. Post-Westphalian 
world order is in the making as sov-
ereign statehood is transformed 
by the dynamics of globalization. A 
conceptual shift in our thinking is 
therefore required: from geopoli-
tics (or inter-state politics) to global 
politics the politics of state and non-
state actors within a shared global 
social space. The second part of the 
book is ‘The historical context’. The 
writers mainly focused on historical 
events and the evolution of interna-
tional relations from the Westpha-
lian model to the end of the cold war 
and the war on terror. It debates the 
origins of WWI, WW11, the process 
of decolonization, some civil and 
regional wars which were intensi-
fied and prolonged by superpower 
involvement, and the spread of nu-
clear weapons during the cold war 
era. The third part of the book is 

‘Theories of world politics’ which is 
dealing with the important theories 
of international relations and their 
applications to global events. Firstly, 
the writers tried to grasp the main 
themes of the theories that have 
been most influential in explaining 
world politics. To this end, they in-
cluded in this part a few chapters 
on the other main theoretical per-
spectives on world politics: Neo-Re-
alism, Neo-Liberalism, Marxism, 
Constructivism, Poststructuralism, 
post-colonialism, and international 
ethic. Moreover, part four of the book 
which is titled ‘Structures and pro-
cesses’, give a good overview of some 
of the most important structures and 
processes in world politics at the be-
ginning of the twenty-first century, 
the authors have chosen a series of 
ways of thinking about world politics 
that draw attention to underlying 
features. This part has shown that, 
among other things, the globalization 
of world politics is a deep economic 
affair. The growth of global trade and 
finance has deeply shaped and been 
shaped by the general developments. 
Economic globalization has affected 

different places and persons to dif-
ferent extents, and it has far elimi-
nated older core structures of world 
politics: territory, state, and nation. 
However, these developments have 
already shifted many contours of 
geography, governance, and com-
munity; and economic globalization 
seems likely to unfold further still 
in the future. The last and fifth part 
of the book is “International issues”. 
This part explores and illustrates the 
contested nature of several import-
ant issues of International Relations. 
Ranging from poverty, security, envi-
ronment, nuclear proliferation, and 
terrorism, the authors provide in-
teresting insights into the problems 
from many perspectives. The chap-
ter then closes with an assessment of 
the likelihood of globalization with a 
human face in the twenty-first cen-
tury. The writers adopted an upright 
approach to elaborate the concepts, 
integrated learning features, includ-
ing case studies and questions, fully 
updated debating feature, and end 
of chapter questions, are all careful-
ly written to help readers to develop 
a critical, nuanced understanding of 
key issues and theories.  In addition 
to that, the strength of each chap-
ter varies wildly; while I found few 
chapters on realism, constructiv-
ism, and Marxism pretty descrip-
tive, sections like those about the 
impact of post-colonialism or fem-
inism were largely lacking. Peda-
gogical features such as case studies 
and questions, a debating feature, 
and end-of-chapter questions help 
readers to evaluate key IR debates 
and apply theory and IR concepts 
to real-world events.  The authors 
also include a rather excellent Glos-
sary at the end of the text, which 
prepares readers with precisely the 
kind of vocabulary needed to nav-
igate a field as academic as inter-
national relations. In short, we can 
say the content of the book is sheer 
justice to the title and reputation of 
the book. 

THE GLOBALIZATION OF WORLD POLITICS
An Introduction to International Relations

Edited by John Baylis, Patricia Owens, and Steve Smith
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The Pakistan Air Force offi-
cially inducted its first batch 
of Chinese-built J-10C fight-
er jets on Friday, holding a 

ceremony in Islamabad with officials 
from both countries. Several of the 
jets flew overhead as Prime Minister 
Imran Khan welcomed the purchase, 
made for an undisclosed amount. 
Pakistan hasn’t said how many air-
craft were bought in the deal, though 
authorities had earlier spoken of up 
to 25 jets. China is a longtime ally of 
Pakistan and has sold it military air-
craft before.

The J-10C will significantly en-
hance the combat capabilities of 
the Pakistan Air Force. The J-10C 
is a 4.5-generation medium-size 
fighter jet and is more powerful 
than the China-Pakistan jointly de-

veloped lightweight fighter jet, the 
JF-17, which is currently in service 
with the Pakistan Air Force. The 
J-10C is larger and can be equipped 
with a bigger active electronically 
scanned array (AESA) radar than the 
one used by the JF-17 Block 3. The 
J-10C can also carry more advanced, 
fourth-generation air-to-air missiles 
including the short-range PL-10 and 
the beyond-visual-range PL-15.

The J-10C is also significantly 
more powerful than the old US-made 
F-16 fighter jet of the Pakistan Air 
Force and can rival the Rafale fight-
er jet that recently entered service 
with the Indian Air Force. Pakistan’s 
J-10C will not replace the JF-17, but 
form a combination, leading to high-
er combat capabilities.

In addition to the J-10C, Pa-

kistan’s other military branches 
have also recently commissioned 
advanced Chinese equipment. For 
example, the navy received the first 
Type 054A/P frigate, and the army 
acquired the HQ-9/P air defense 
missile system. To China, the first 
successful sale of the J-10 series 
fighter and the WS-10 series engine 
will further open the internation-
al market and more countries will 
show serious interests in Chinese 
aviation equipment.

Pakistan’s procurement of the 
J-10C is also meaningful for China 
and Pakistan as a more powerful Pa-
kistan military can better safeguard 
the shared interests of the two coun-
tries in the region.

Chinese J-10c Fighter Jets
Pakistan Inducts

Chinese J-10C Fighter Jets to Air Force Fleet

Tech



43 / Melange  April 2022

 



44 / Melange  April 2022

Special Report

Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR) organized an ex-
clusive Webinar on the Commemo-
ration of International Women’s Day.  
The virtual event was co-moderated 
by Ms. Anza Saqib and, Ms. Asma 
Khalid. President COPAIR Amna 
Munwwar Awan expressed her pro-
found gratitude to panelists and par-
ticipants.   While briefing COPAIR’s 
E-Women initiative, she mentioned 
that this particular program pledges 
economic and social empowerment 
of many aspiring female entrepre-
neurs, craftswomen, and freelancers 
by providing them mentorship, ca-
pacity building, skills development, 
business knowledge, networking, 
fund-raising, and financial inclusivi-
ty, through tech-based solutions. She 
further added that the story of wom-
en’s struggle for equality belongs to 
any single entity, nor to any one orga-
nization, but to the collective efforts 
of all who care about human rights.”  
So make International Women’s Day 
your day and do what you can to 
truly make a positive difference for 
women, she concluded.
Ayesha Khan: Country Director Ha-
shoo Foundation emphasized val-
ues promoting women in leadership 
roles and educating future women 
leaders. She further called for aware-
ness of gender-based equality among 
the masses. The establishment of 
high-level corporate leadership for 
gender equality and the Promotion 

of education profes-
sional development 
for women to em-
power women will 
also reduce risks 
and challenges.

Sumaira Khan: CEO 
GAIA Development 
Professional in her 
remarks stated that 
Gender equality 
and the empower-

ment of women and girls must be a 
part of state vision to create an envi-
ronment that helps women succeed 
economically, prevent and respond 
to gender-based violence (GBV), pro-
vide voluntary family planning and 
other multifaceted services for wom-
en, and ensure women’s leadership 
and meaningful participation in all 
areas of life.
Saima Amjad: CEO Al Majara Food & 
Anchor at Roze TV   stated that iden-
tification and increasing visibility 

of women’s achievements can help 
forge equality strategic collabora-
tions based on a foundation of shared 
purpose, trust and appreciation can 
impact positive change for women 
worldwide awareness-raising via 
meaningful narratives, resources 
and activity can help combat gender 
bias and discrimination to acceler-
ate gender disparity. She underlined 
education, training, and professional 
development for women for the in-
clusive growth of society.
In the end, the panelist gave a joint 
declaration that International Wom-
en’s Day goes beyond one woman, 
one day, one community, or one na-
tion. It is a celebration of the human 
rights of all women and girls across 
the globe. As we look to the future 
with a renewed sense of dedication, 
vigor, and commitment, we will con-
tinue to strive to empower women 
and girls. We will help them rise, and 
along with them, the world.

Commemorating International 

WOMEN’S DAY
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The Prime Minister of Pakistan, Im-
ran Khan blives that Global digitali-
zation fueled by technological inno-
vations is disrupting conventional 
business models and creating new 
economic opportunities that can be 
harnessed by our tech savvy youth, 
women and SMEs to exhibit their 
true potential. In this regard, govern-
ment of Pakistan formally launched 
Launches National E-Tijarat Portal 
in February 2022. The e-Tijarat Por-
tal is a one window information and 
facilitation platform that provides 
all e-Commerce related Government 
regulations, procedures, trends and 
updates in one place. Here you will 
find the right guidance to pursue 
your entrepreneurial and employ-
ment ambitions in the digital econ-
omy.

Certificates awarding ceremony 
was held at the at the Center of Pa-
kistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) to appreciate the work 
& cooperation of COPAIR’s team in 
launching E-commerce web portal. 
Addressing the certification ceremo-
ny held, Aon Abbas Bappi remarked 
that it is a matter of great honor 
and pleasure to appreciate and re-
ward the hard work of the COPAIR 
team under the dynamic leadership 
of President Amna Munwwar Awan 
that immensely contributed in estab-
lishing Pakistan’s first E-commerce 
Web Portal, “E-Tijaarat”.

Prime Minister’s Special Assis-
tant to on E-Commerce Aon Abbas 
Bappi express profound gratitude to 
President Amna Munnwar Awan for 
outstanding services in establishing 
Pakistan’s first E-commerce Web 

Portal, “E-Tijaarat”. Addressing the 
certification ceremony held at the 
Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR) here on Wednes-
day, Aon Abbas Bappi remarked that 
it is a matter of great honor and plea-
sure to appreciate and reward the 
hard work of the COPAIR team under 
the dynamic leadership of President 
Amna Munwwar Awan immensely 
contributed in establishing Paki-
stan’s first E-commerce Web Portal, 
“E-Tijaarat”. In response, President 
COPAIR extended felicitation to 
Aon Abbas Bappi for the successful 
launch of the E-commerce Web Por-
tal and pledged cooperation for the 
further uplift of the initiative.  She 
also stated that the world is going to 
become a digital economy and Paki-
stan cannot afford to remain behind 
in this march. She further remarked 
that it is need of the hour that Paki-
stan adopts all such channels where 
people can do business through 

e-commerce. The young generation 
is already involved in e-commerce 
but to a limited level. We need a 
quantum jump in this regard. The 
people will gradually get affiliated 
with e-commerce once it is proper-
ly implemented. The E-Commerce 
portal will facilitate the people who 
want to engage with freelance work. 
As for the growth of e-commerce in 
Pakistan is concerned, the challeng-
es to overcome are the digitization 
of payments, improvements in last-
mile logistics, and better regulation 
to protect customers and empower 
them to claim refunds, she conclud-
ed. Adding further, The COPAIR team 
briefed SAPM about the various on-
going projects that were equally 
lauded by him. In the end, Aon Ab-
bas Bappi awarded certificates to the 
COPAIR team for their remarkable 
input in the development of the first 
E-commerce Web Portal.

SAPM on E-Commerce-Aon Abbas Bappi honours President COPAIR with appre-
ciation certificate for outstanding services in establishing Pakistan’s first 

E-commerce Web Portal, “E-Tijaarat”
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Random Clicks

The 48th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation, Islamabad, Pakistan
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Pakistan Pavilion and IPS Inaugurated by H.E Majida Ali Rashid CEO Dubai Land Depart-
ment and Dawood President Organizing Committee IPS  with Amna Awan Attended by 
Secretary Gulberg Shujaat Ullah Qureshi, Ahmed Shiekhani, Chaudhry Abdul Rauf  and 

Chaudhry Moin with Other Business Man of Pakistan Business Council
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Melange Real Estate and Global Real Estate Club Launch in Dubai with Incredible 
Ideas and Global Real Estate Association Joined by Leading Real Estate Internation-
al Organizations like Miami Realtors, National Realtors of Florida , National Realtor 

Associations , Canada Realtors , Brazil Realtors , Turkish Zebra Group and
Pakistan Business Council UAE
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Melange Real Estate and Global Real Estate Club Launch in Dubai with Incredible 
Ideas and Global Real Estate Association Joined by Leading Real Estate Internation-
al Organizations like Miami Realtors, National Realtors of Florida , National Realtor 

Associations , Canada Realtors , Brazil Realtors , Turkish Zebra Group and
Pakistan Business Council UAE
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International Property Show (IPS) in
World trade center Dubai
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MOU Signing Ceremony between CEO AAA Fair Deal Mr. 
Muhammad Moeen and Miss Amna Munawr Awan CEO 

Melange Group



52 / Melange  April 2022

Random clicks

SAPM on E-Commerce-Aon Abbas Bappi honours President COPAIR with 
Appreciation Certificate for Outstanding Services in Establishing Pakistan’s 

first E-commerce Web Portal, “E-Tijaarat”

Co-Founder J7 Group and Project Director for Signature Hotels, Mr. Aleen 
Malik along with his team Visited AMG/COPAIR Headoffice
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Annual Military Parade to Celebrate Pakistan Day was 
held in Islamabad on March, 23, 2022
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News Updates

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, as a host country, on Tuesday assumed the chair of 48th Session 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation Council of Foreign Ministers (OIC-CFM) in 
the inaugural meeting. Foreign Minister of the Republic of Niger (Chair of the 47th 
session of the OIC-CFM) Hassoumi Massoudou handed over chair to the Foreign 
Minister of the Islamic Republic Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi during the pro-
ceedings at the Parliament House. Prime Minister Imran Khan in a group photo with 
the delegates of 48th OIC Foreign Ministers’ Conference in Islamabad on March 22 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, OIC Secretary General Hissein Brahim Taha, Foreign 
Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (OIC Summit Chair) Prince Faisal bin Far-
han Al-Saud and Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi were also present to witness the 
proceedingsVoM

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Tuesday said it was time for the 
Muslim Ummah to forge a collective response to the current turmoil inside its borders 
and the ongoing global transition. “We must be a reliable partner in forging unity, jus-
tice, and development across the globe, but not anyone’s accomplice in aggression or 
domination,” he said in his address at the 48th Session of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers after Pakistan assumed the Chair. 
The foreign minister said the time had come for OIC to strengthen and equip itself to 
address contemporary challenges and conflicts confronting the Muslim Ummah.VoM

ISLAMABAD:Nation is celebrated Pakistan Day today with a commitment to ensure 
progress, prosperity and a strong defense of the country. The day is observed to 
commemorate the passage of historic Lahore Resolution on 23rd March in 1940, 
under which Muslims of the sub-continent set the agenda of a separate homeland 
for themselves. The day dawned with thirty-one-gun salute in the federal capital 
and twenty-one-gun salute in provincial capitals. Special prayers were offered in 

mosques after Fajar prayers for progress and prosperity of the country.VoM

ISLAMABAD: President Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) Muhammad Sulaiman Al Jasser 
Tuesday sought generous support from the member countries of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC), development partners, humanitarian organizations, and donors 
to successfully operationalize the newly formed Afghanistan Humanitarian Trust Fund. 
He said the establishment of the Afghanistan humanitarian trust fund is a strong message 
of solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Afghanistan. Since 76% of the Afghanistan 
population lives in rural areas, the primary focus of the fund would be to save lives by pre-

serving rural livelihoods and an integrated holistic approach is proposed to be adopted to 
ensure that the fund’s limited resources are deployed most effectively to maximize develop-

mental impact, he said in his address at 48th Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers here.VoM

Nation celebrates Pakistan Day with zeal, fervor to 
ensure progress, prosperity

OIC Pledges resolve to take united stand on various 
challenges facing Muslim Ummah

Pakistan calls upon OIC states to act as “reliable 
partners, not accomplice in aggression”

IsDB President seeks OIC, development partners’ 
support to save livelihoods in Afghanistan
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RAWALPINDI: General Shaikh Mohamed Bin Isa Bin Salman AI-Khalifa, Commander of the 
National Guard of the Kingdom of Bahrain called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ. During the meeting, matters of mutual interest, region-
al security situation, and measures to further enhance professional cooperation be-
tween both armies were discussed. COAS said that Pakistan values it’s strong diplo-
matic, economic, and defense relations with the Kingdom of Bahrain. Both reiterated 
the desire to further enhance bilateral cooperation including efforts for peace and 
security in the region.The visiting dignitary acknowledged the professionalism of 
the Pakistan Armed Forces and vowed to enhance cooperation in various fields. VoM

ISLAMABAD: SDGs Secretariat celebrated International Women’s Day in full swing. The 
event was inaugurated by Hon. Speaker National Assembly Mr. Asad Qaiser, in his 
opening speech stated, “Today’s event is a milestone in the history of the Nation-
al Assembly. Today, with our friends from the industry, civil society, tech start-ups, 
UNICEF, CPA, British High Commission, and so many others, we are launching a one-
year program on SDG-5. He also highlighted that “This year’s international women’s 
day theme by UN-Women is “gender equality today for a sustainable tomorrow.” 
Hon. Riaz Fatyana in his welcome remarks reiterated that “We are gathered here 
today to celebrate and commemorate “International Women’s Day” and what could be a 
better way to celebrate than to provide a prestigious platform to the women of this country to showcase their talents, 
ideas, innovations and their potential for meaningful activism to achieve gender equality.”VoM

UNITED NATIONS:The unanimous adoption of Tuesday’s landmark resolution by 
the UN General Assembly proclaiming March 15 as International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia has set the stage for Pakistan to work, along with OIC partners and 
the world community, on developing joint strategies aimed at countering the threat 
posed by the abhorrent phenomenon, according to diplomatic sources. The reso-
lution comes at a time when Islamophobia is rampant; especially since the 9/11 

terrorist attacks against the United States when some countries began equating Is-
lam with terrorism, a trend that also witnessed a proliferation of hate speech against 

Muslims.VoM

ISLAMABAD :President PTI UAE- Muhammad Nawaz Khan Jadoon says that the over-
seas community is eager to play their constructive role in the political and socio-eco-
nomic development of Pakistan.  During a media presser held here at the Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) on Saturday, Muhammad Nawaz 
Khan Jadoon stated that a three-day convention for overseas Pakistanis scheduled to 
recognize the services of expatriate Pakistanis for the country and pay rich tribute to 

the Prime Minister Imran Khan for utmost facilities to the overseas Pakistanis across 
the world.  Overseas Pakistanis from 25 countries have arrived in Islamabad to attend 

the convention. VoM

Pakistan values its strong diplomatic, defence 
relations with Bahrain

UNGA proclaims March 15 as International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia

“SDGs Secretariat Commemorated International 
Women’s Day in full-swing”

Overseas community is eager to play their constructive role in political 
and socio-economic development of Pakistan: Muhammad Nawaz Khan
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RAWALPINDI: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) General Nadeem Raza, 
who is on official visit to Germany and Switzerland, called on Chief of the Defence Forc-
es, Germany General Eberhard ZORN. According to ISPR, matters of bilateral profes-
sional interest including further strengthening of security and defence cooperation 
between the two countries were discussed in the meeting. Both sides reaffirmed 
their commitment to work together for peace, security and stability in the region par-
ticularly in Afghanistan. The Chairman JCSC, during his visit of Germany, also visited 
German Infantry School at Hammelburg and Center for Internal Leadership at Kol-
benz where he was briefed about the mandate and curriculum of the institutes.VoM

ISLAMABAD:  The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) on Friday formally inducted the Chinese-made 
J-10C multi-role combat aircraft during a ceremony held at Minhas Air Base, Kamra. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, along with other federal ministers, service chief, and the 
Chinese ambassador, attended the induction ceremony of the single-engine fighter 
jet at the special invitation of Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmad Babar. The premier congratulated the nation on the induction of the new 
multi-role fighter aircraft and also thanked China for delivering the fighter jets to 
Pakistan in a short period of eight months.VoM

LVIV:Ukrainian officials defiantly rejected a Russian demand that their forces in Mar-
iupol lay down arms and raise white flags Monday in exchange for safe passage out 
of the besieged strategic port. Russia has been barraging the encircled southern city 
on the Sea of Azov, hitting an art school sheltering some 400 people only hours be-
fore offering to open two corridors out of the city in return for the capitulation of its 
defenders, according to Ukrainian officials. Fighting for Mariupol has continued to 
be intense, even as the Russian offensive in other areas has floundered to the point 

where Western governments and analysts see the broader conflict grinding into a war 
of attrition.VoM

KARACHI:In an impressive firepower display, Pakistan Navy Fleet units demonstrated 
combat readiness and war fighting potential by Live Weapon Firings of Anti-ship Mis-
siles and Torpedoes in North Arabian Sea. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi witnessed the Live Weapons Firings along with senior officers from 
Tri-services, said a Pakistan Navy media release. During the Fire power demonstra-
tion, PN Ship, Aircraft and Submarine successfully hit their intended targets thereby 
re-affirming PN’s war fighting capability and combat potential. MThe live weapons 

firing were conducted on the culmination of sea phase of PN’s Major Maritime Exercise 
SEASPARK-2022. The exercise was conducted to validate PN operational plans and war 

preparedness of Pakistan Navy.VoM

Pledging to uplift defense ties, CJCSC visits Germany 
and Switzerland

Ukraine rejects Russian demand for 
surrender in Mariupol

PAF inducts J-10C multi-role combat aircraft to further 
increase defense capability

Pakistan Navy conducts successful weapon firing 
during Exercise SEASPARK 2022
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ISLAMABAD: Vice President Asian Development Bank (ADB), Shixin Chen here on Monday 
appreciated and supported the efforts made by the incumbent government in social and 
economic sectors for bringing improvement in country’s economy. During a meeting 
with Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Shaukat Tarin, the ADB Vice Presi-
dent re-affirmed bank’s commitment to continue support for strengthening reform 
programs and implementation of country’s development agenda including fiscal 
management, building resilience and boosting competitiveness and development of 
private sector. Country Director ADB, Yong Ye, Secretary Finance and senior officers 
also participated in the meeting, according to press statement issued by the finance 
ministry.VoM

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan H.E. Mr. Yerzhan Kistafin met with Mr. Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad, Pakistan Fed-
eral Minister for Interior Affairs. During the negotiations, the Ambassador spoke in 
brief about the bilateral agenda of Kazakhstan-Pakistan relations. The parties also 
discussed the issue of establishing cooperation in the field of interaction between 
law enforcement bodies of the two countries. Following the meeting, an agreement 
was reached on the relevant agreement working draft. SAARC and making it a useful 
organization for regional cooperation and mutual benefit based on the principle of 
sovereign equality. VoM

ISLAMABAD:Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi, who is 
on official visit to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), called on Military Advisor to Min-
ister of Defence Major General Talal Abdullah Al- Otaibi and Commander Royal Sau-
di Naval Forces Vice Admiral Fahad Bin Abdullah Al Ghofaily. The Naval Chief also 
witnessed World Defence Show organized by Ministry of Defence KSA and called-on 
Commander US NAVCENT Vice Admiral Brad Cooper, said a Pakistan Navy media 
release here received. During separate meetings with Military Leadership of KSA and 

Commander US NAVCENT matters of mutual interest including bilateral defence col-
laboration and maritime security in the region were discussed.VoM

ISLAMABAD :Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi met Ms. Michelle Bachelet, the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human Rights. The Foreign 
Minister underscored Pakistan’s commitment to the pro-
motion and protection of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. He outlined the Government’s policy aimed at 

ensuring human dignity, empowerment of women, ad-
vancing the rights of the child, safeguarding the rights of 

minorities, and promoting inter-faith harmony.VoM

ADB lauds Pakistan’s uplifting social and economic 
sectors efforts

Naval Chief calls on Saudi 
military leadership

Kazakhstan-Pakistan discuss bilateral law enforcement 
bodies cooperation prospects

FM reaffirms Pakistan’s continued cooperation with the 
UN Human Rights 

 Sohail Majeed Butt
Special Correspondent 

VoM
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Gilgit Baltistan
Gilgit-Baltistan (formerly known as the Federally Administered Northern Areas or FANA) is the northernmost po-
litical entity within Pakistan. According to Pakistan's constitution, Gilgit-Baltistan is a self-governing region under 
Pakistan. Gilgit-Baltistan is home to some of the world's highest mountains, including five of the eight-thousanders. 
The main focus of attention for many travelers is the world's three highest mountain ranges--the Karakoram, the 
Himalaya, and the Hindu Kush, with five peaks over 8,000 meters and many peaks over 7,000 meters, and having 
the largest glaciers in the world (other than those in the polar region). Wild rivers and unique landscapes make this 

area a "mountain paradise" for mountaineers, trekkers, and tourists.

Hunza Valley
Hunza was an independent principality for more than 900 years. The British 
gained control of Hunza and the neighbouring valley of Nagar between 1889 
and 1892 followed by a military engagement of severe intensity. The then Thom 
(Prince) Mir Safdar Ali Khan of Hunza fled to Kashghar in China and sought what 
can be called political asylum. In Hunza, the mountains are so incredibly massive, 
most peaks under 20,000 feet aren't even tall enough to have a name. From the 
town of Karimabad, you can see three of the world's highest mountain peaks – 
Bublimotin or Ladyfinger Peak (7,400m), Ultar Sar (7,500m), and the stunning 
Rakaposhi (7,788m)

Shangrilla Resort Skardu
Shangrila Resort Skardu,also known as "HEAVEN ON EARTH" nestled amongst some 
of the worlds highest peaks. It encircles the heart shaped Kachura Lake, surround-
ed by fruit laden orchards and flower filled gardens. A vacation spent at Shangrila 
Resort is a life time experience that one would want to relive again and again.Locat-
ed at a height of 25000 meters (8000 feet) commonly known as "The Roof of The 
World"Because of its spectacular beauty and breath taking view and peaceful atmo-
sphere. The ideal time to visit Shangrila is from March to November. Air Bus A-320 
flies daily from Islamabad International Airport,which takes about 40 minutes.

Baltoro Glacier
At 63 kilometers the Baltoro is the world’s second longest non-polar glacier. The 
glacier is a popular trekking route as well as providing access to the K2 Basecamp 
for climbs of the 8611 meter peak (out of frame to the left in the image below). 
Camps on the route are shown as triangle on the map at lower left. This panorama 
was probably made early in the twentieth century. Multiple prints were spliced 
together to give the better than 180 degree view you see here. It appears to be a 
contact print from the original negatives, meaning the camera and its accessories 
likely weighed over 100 pounds. The framed panorama is a digitally restored copy 
of the heavily water-damaged original now stored in the Bentley Library.

Altit Fort
Altit Fort is an ancient fort at Altit town in the Hunza valley in Gilgit Baltistan, Pa-
kistan. It was originally home to the hereditary rulers of the Hunza state who car-
ried the title Mir, although they moved to the somewhat younger Baltit fort nearby 
three centuries later. Altit Fort and in particular the Shikari tower is around 1100 
years old,[1] which makes it the oldest monument in the Gilgit–Baltistan. The 
fort has received the UNESCO Asia Pacific Heritage Award for Cultural Heritage 
Conservation in 2011.
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Nagar Valley 
Nagar valley is found that is sited close to Gilgit valley that is additionally a well-
known vale of our country. It’s a division of Hunza Nagar District. The vale is di-
rectorially more divided into 2 tehsils and that they area unit named as Nagar-1 
and Nagar-2. The calculable altitude of the vale is concerning 2,438 m. the main 
city of the vale is Nagar Khas and was additionally the capital of the sooner state 
of Nagar.

Passu Valley
Passu is a small village located near Gulmit in the Gilgit Baltistan, Pakistan region 
of Northern Pakistan. Situated along the Karakoram Highway in Upper Hunza, Pa-
kistan, Passu is a popular tourist destination in Pakistan and all over the world be-
cause of its easily accessible sweeping landscapes, and vistas of the 7,478 m (24,534 
ft) tall Passu Sar mountain, the Passu Glacier, and Tupopdan 6,106m (20,033 ft).

Deosai, Skardu
The Deosai National Park is located in western Himalayas in Gilgit Baltistan 
(GB), Pakistan. It has an average elevation of 4,114 metres (13,497 ft) above sea 
level, making the Deosai Plains the second highest plateau in the world after 
Changtang Tibetan Plateau. The park protects an area of 843 square kilometres 
(325 sq mi). It is well known for its rich flora and fauna of the Karakoram-West 
Tibetan Plateau alpine steppe eco-region. In spring, it is covered by sweeps of 
wildflowers and a wide variety of butterflies. 

Trango Towers
The Trango Towers are a family of rock towers situated in Gilgit-Baltistan, in the 
north of Pakistan. The Towers offer some of the largest cliffs and most challenging 
rock climbing in the world, and every year a number of expeditions from all corners 
of the globe visit Karakoram to climb the difficult granite. They are located north of 
Baltoro Glacier, and are part of the Baltoro Muztagh, a sub-range of the Karakoram 
range. The highest point in the group is the summit of Great Trango Tower at 6,286 m 
(20,623 ft), the east face of which features the world's greatest nearly vertical drop.

Ataabad Lake
In the Gojal Valley (Gilgit Baltistan) of Pakistan lies the very stunning Attabad 
Lake, which was created by a natural disaster in the year 2010. Also known as the 
Attabad Disaster, the lake here is one of the prime tourist attractions and tourists 
can often be seen enjoying jet skiing, fishing, boating and myriad other recre-
ational activities. A look at the clear blue colours of this stunning lake will make 
you feel like you are living in a poet’s dream. What add to the natural beauty of 
the lake are the peaks of the Karakoram mountain range surrounding the region.

Cold Desert of Skardu
The Cold Desert, also known as the Katpana Desert or Biama Nakpo is a high-altitude 
desert located near Skardu, Gilgit−Baltistan, and Pakistan. The desert contains large 
sand dunes that are sometimes covered in snow during winter. Situated at an eleva-
tion of 2,226 metres (7,303 ft) above sea level, the Cold Desert is one of the highest 
deserts in the world. While the desert technically stretches from the Khaplu Valley 
to Nubra in Indian-administered Ladakh, the largest desert area proper is found in 
Skardu and Shigar Valley, both within Pakistani-administered territory. The portion 
of the desert that is most frequented by tourists is located near the Skardu Airport.
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Pakistan is so vast that the colors of culture change in different parts of the country as well as the aroma 
and taste of food change. The cuisine of each region is different and unique. Here we will talk about the 

famous crown of Gilgit-Baltistan, the crown of Pakistan’s head.

Go-Lee
Go- Lee which is also called Giyaling is a traditional breakfast item of Hun-
za. It is specifically prepared for the event of giani that is celebrated in 
the month of May and June each year after the cultivation of wheat crops. 
Giyaling is basically a flatbread that is made with the whole grain flour. This 
bread is usually cooked on special occasions. It is served by spreading but-
ter on it along with tea.

Harissa
Harissa is one of the delicious dishes of Hunza. It is an excellent combi-
nation of meat, rice, wheat, and green lentil. This can be compared with 
haleem, but it has its own special taste because it is specially prepared with 
ghee. It is a very healthy dish that is preferred by the local people to eat. Ha-
rissa is very easy to make and a good source of protein. It can be eaten alone 
or can also be served with naan.

Chapshuro
Chapshuro is considered a pizza in this city. It is the bread that is stuffed 
with chopped meat of beef, mutton or chicken with onion, red chili, tomato, 
coriander, onion, black pepper, green chili, plain flour, water, salt, and oil. 
This dish is baked in the oven at a specific temperature until it turns brown 
from both sides. You can also try this dish at home because it is straightfor-
ward to make and delicious to eat.

Shopan
Shopan is a tasty food item in this region. The key ingredients required for 
this dish include the stomach of sheep/goat or minced meat along with 
flour, salt, red chili, coriander, onion, mint, water, salt, and oil. Meat is usual-
ly marinated with vinegar or lemon juice so that the smell goes out from it. 
It is served with rice or wheat bread.

Gittey
It is similar to the sausages and is prepared with the intestines of animals 
along with wheat flour, buckwheat flour, salt, crushed red chili, coriander, 
mint powder, onion, water, and oil. The intestines are washed properly to fill 
the mixture in them. It normally takes around 45 minutes to be cooked and 
served with soup.

Gilgit Baltistan Food
Cuisine
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Hoi Lo Garma
Hoi lo Garma is a yummy dish that is prepared from mustard greens and 
cooked with flatbread. It is also called as Garma and served traditionally 
with a simple salad that contains chopped tomatoes, green onions, greens 
chilies, and salt. Lemon juice is also added to make it more delicious.

Diram Fitti
The majority of people living in Hunza work in the fields, therefore, they 
require highly energetic food to fulfill their body requirements. Diram fitti is 
one of the perfect choices of food for these people Diram Fitti is an excep-
tional breakfast item. It is the bread that is made from sprouted wheat flour 
which provides the natural sweetness to it. This dish is served by adding 
butter, almond or apricot oil.

Buttering Daudo
Buttering Daudo is a traditional apricot soup that is made primarily in the 
winter season. It is a very helpful remedy to get rid of the diseases of the 
cold season and also works well for people having constipation issues. 
Dried apricots are used to prepare this soup with other ingredients includ-
ing sugar, water, and lemon. It is almost prepared in every house of Hunza in 
the cold season because of its numerous benefits.

Tumoro Tea
Tumuro is a wild aromatic plant that is found in the high mountains near-
by Nagar valley. The tea of the tumoro is prepared by boiling it with water 
at medium heat. It is boiled for a few minutes in order to get the essence 
from the leaves and then strain it before serving. This tea provides a lot of 
benefits to the human body like it gives relief from headaches, tranquil the 
nerves and soothe the sore throats.

Mamtu
Mamtu or meat dumpling is a steam-dish, of mince meat of lamb or beef. 
They prepare it by mixing the meat with onion, chili and garlic. Then they 
put it on steam for several hours, on a multi-layer traditional steamer. It is a 
delicious and aromatic delicacy of the Northern Areas.

Fenugreek Soup
Fenugreek Soup is also known as Sikarkuch’e Dagowang in Hunza. It is 
made with the dried and powdered form of fenugreek. The stem part of this 
plant is dried and then appropriately grounded until it comes to the shape 
of a powder. After that, it is cooked with wheat flour so that it becomes 
thick. It is a very healthy soup and helps to lower cholesterol and reduce 
inflammation inside the body.

Cuisine
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PAKISTAN’S AHSAN RAMZAN WINS 
WORLD SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIP 

TITLE
Ahsan Ramzan is the Youngest Pakistani ever to Win the Trophy

Riding on the crest of a wave, 
teenage sensation Ahsan 
Ramzan elevated his stature 
when he outpaced former 

runner-up Iranian Amir Sarkhosh 6-5 
in an epic final to lay his hands on the 
International Billiards and Snooker 
Federation World Snooker Champi-
onship in Doha in March 2022. Ah-
san became the second-youngest 
cueist to clinch the world title after 
China’s Yan Bingtao, who did it at the 
age of 14 defeating Sajjad in the title 
clash at Bangalore in 2014.

Snooker is a cue sport that was 
first played by British Army officers 
stationed in India in the second half 
of the 19th century. It is played on 
a rectangular table covered with a 
green cloth called baize, with six 
pockets, one at each corner and one 
in the middle of each long side. The 
game is played with twenty-two 
balls, comprising a cue ball, fifteen 
red balls, and six other balls — a yel-
low, green, brown, blue, pink, and 
black — collectively called the co-
lours. Snooker gained its identity 
in 1875. The standard rules of the 
game were first established in 1919 
when the Billiards Association and 
Control Club was formed. As a pro-
fessional sport, snooker is now gov-
erned by the World Professional Bil-
liards and Snooker Association. The 
World Snooker Championship first 
took place in 1927. The “modern 
era” of snooker began in 1969 after 
the broadcaster BBC commissioned 
the television series Pot Black, later 
airing daily coverage of the World 
Championship, which was first tele-
vised in 1978.

Ahsan Ramzan, 16, a young 
snooker player from Pakistan has 
beaten Amir Sarkosh of Iran to 
win the International Billiards and 
Snooker Federation (IBSF) World 

Snooker Championship. The talent-
ed cueist has made the nation proud 
by winning the world title at such a 
young age. In a nerve-wracking fi-
nal held in Doha, Ramzan, who was 
seeded 27th in the tournament, over-
came the more skilled Amir Sarkosh 
of Iran by a set score of 6-5.

At one point Amir Sarkosh was 
leading the game by 3-5, and only 
needed a single set to win the world 
title. However, Ahsan Ramzan did not 
crumble under pressure he kept his 

composure and with great control 
and determination pulled the game 
back in his favor and ultimately won 
the IBSF World Snooker Champion-
ship title. Ramzan won the final with 
scores of 63-60, 91-0(70), 56-34, 01-
102(102), 28-68, 27-66, 86-18, 1-70, 
69-0, 63-17 and 67-25. This was Pa-
kistan’s fourth IBSF World Snooker 
title. Mohammad Asif had previously 
won the prize twice, and Mohammad 
Yousaf once.
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Booking starting from

25% only

WHY INVEST IN HOTEL SUITES?

UAN: 033 111 111 17

INVEST IN HOTEL SUITES
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