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Editor’s Note
March 8th is celebrated every year as 
International Women’s Day (IWD), and 
March 23rd is also celebrated as Paki-
stan Day annually in Pakistan in com-
memoration of the Lahore Resolution 
passed on March 23, 1940. Considering 
the importance of these days, we turn 
the spotlight on ‘Role of women in Paki-
stan’s development’ and ‘Significance of 
Pakistan Day (Yaum-e-Pakistan)’ in the 
March 2021 Issue of the Melange Inter-
national Magazine.    

In 2015, world leaders adopted 
“The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment” to achieve gender equality 
and women’s empowerment as integral 
to each of the 17 goals. Only by ensur-
ing the rights of women and girls across 
all SDGs will countries be able to make 
a real headway on the Goals of justice 
and inclusion, economic prosperity, and 
sustainable shared environment for the 
present and for future generations. 

To highlight the role of women in na-
tional development, the Editor-in-Chief 
of Melange, Ms. Amna Munawar Awan 
penned the Big Story of the March Is-
sue, titled “The Role of Women in Pa-
kistan’s Development”. Ms. Awn sheds 
light on women’s role in the stability, 
development, and long-term progress 
of a nation.  Women have always played 
a vital role in nation-building. There is 
no denying that without their participa-
tion, a nation cannot reach its zenith and 
become a significant power or even sur-
vive as an independent unit. She further 
highlights the outstanding role of wom-
en in the Pakistan Movement, such as 
Fatima Jinnah, Begum Rana Liaquat Ali 
Khan, Abadi Begum, among others, who 
made the most valuable contribution 
to the creation of a separate homeland 
for Muslim-majority regions in the erst-
while subcontinent. 

The 82nd anniversary of the Lahore 
resolution, brings countless reasons to 
celebrate strong, resilient, and invincible 
nation. Pakistan Resolution Day is cele-
brated every year with much gratitude 

and pride to commemorate the struggle 
and sacrifices of the Muslims who ded-
icated their lives to create the separate 
homeland. In the latest Issue, the author 
highlights how socio-cultural and reli-
gious cleavages between the Muslims 
and the Hindus of the subcontinent got 
prominence under the Indian National 
Congress-led government (1937-40). 
The Pakistan Movement started in letter 
and spirit on March 23, 1940, leading up 
to the 14th of August 1947 when Paki-
stan finally came into being as an inde-
pendent country. To commemorate the 
Pakistan Day the author has presented a 
reflection of history and significance of 
this day in the lives of Pakistanis.

The Melange International Maga-
zine strives to publish extensive anal-
yses with profound impact through a 
diverse readership. The Magazine’s con-
tent presents a diversity of opinion and 
analysis, featuring stories about Paki-
stan’s Resolution Day, Conflict in Ukraine 
and its implications for global securi-
ty, and an international perspective of 
Pakistan-Russia relations along with 
contemporary political, economic, and 
socio-cultural issues. The March 2022 
Issue also includes sections discussing 
technology, health, sports, and world 
leadership. The editors of Melange Mag-
azine hope that the latest Issue would 
serve as a unique mainstay of substan-
tial knowledge on global, regional poli-
tics and economy with an objective to 
bring positive change in society through 
dispassionate analyses.

We hope that you will have a pleas-
ant reading experience!

    Asma Khalid
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Big Story

Women are more pow-
erful than we realize. A 
woman’s voice is often 
the deciding factor in 

how a family votes and the outcome 
of an election. Needless to say, with-
out this demographic, a nation can-
not go forward, let alone thrive. By 
making women and girls feel import-
ant, producing policies that encour-
age gender equality and supporting 
women’s organizations and groups 
in every country, we will heal the 
world holistically and bring about 
lasting peace. In 2015, world lead-
ers adopted “The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development” and its 
17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Achieving gender equality 
and women’s empowerment is inte-
gral to each of the 17 goals. Only by 
ensuring the rights of women and 
girls across all the goals will we get 
justice and inclusion, economies 
that work for all, and sustaining our 
shared environment now and for fu-
ture generations.

Two key elements are essential 
for building a nation: good gover-
nance and development. Pakistan’s 
shift from being a security state to a 
welfare state and the country’s devel-
opment depends on how much the 
role of women is enhanced in various 
sectors and how their abilities are 
utilized. In current times of econom-
ic uncertainty and political turmoil, 
it is ideal for Pakistan to move from 
a security state to a welfare state. 
A welfare state is characterized by 
social equality and equal participa-
tion in economic affairs. The welfare 

state goals can be achieved by creat-
ing more jobs, provision of education 
and health facilities, and women em-
powerment.

The Government of Pakistan 
has already taken many initiatives to 
empower women in Pakistan accord-
ing to Article 34 of the Constitution 
of Pakistan: “Steps shall be taken to 
ensure full participation of women 
in all national and international fo-
rums”. One such initiative is the Na-
tional Commission on the Status of 
Women (NCSW), which aims to im-
prove the status of women through 
policy reforms. The Benazir Income 
Support Programme (BISP) and the 

now Ehsaas Program are initiatives 
that aim to uplift women’s socio-eco-
nomic status by providing them with 
financial assistance.

“We want to empower women, 
ensure their economic independence 
and provide them with equal devel-
opment opportunities.”

These were the words of our 
Prime Minister Imran Khan in his 
first speech after becoming the 22nd 
Prime Minister of Pakistan. The state-
ment indicated how serious he is in 
ensuring women’s empowerment in 
Pakistan. A gendered approach has 
been adopted in Pakistan’s Vision 
2025 to move towards a fair and eq-

Role of Women in the Development of Pakistan

Amna Munawwar Awan

Amna Munawwar Awan is President of the Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of the Mélange International Magazine, Voice of Melange, and The Asian Telegraph.
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uitable society, where women’s con-
tributions cannot be undermined or 
ignored. There are five interlinked 
components of women’s empower-
ment embedded in Pakistan Vision 
2025. These include:

Empowerment through education
and skills development
Empowerment through economic 
participation
Empowerment through the
protection of legal rights
Empowerment through political 
participation
Empowerment by improving the 
health and nutrition status.

In conjunction with this, United Na-
tions Populations Fund (UNFPA) 
has been working closely with the 
Women’s Commission in Pakistan to 
help develop and strengthen their 
capacity to respond to their objec-
tives towards advancing the rights 
of women and girls. In this regard, 
UNFPA supported training for fifty 
staff members of the Punjab Wom-
en’s Commission (PWC), including 
five Commissioners. The training 
provided learning opportunities in 
strengthening evidence-based data 
collection and management skills 

for effective advocacy, engagement 
with key partners/stakeholders, 
mainstreaming gender through vi-
tal thematic areas such as ending 
gender-based violence, sexual and 
reproductive health rights (SRHR) 
issues, women economic empower-
ment, and leadership development.

Also, in this regard, the UNFPA 
Country Office has been support-
ing capacity-building initiatives for 
women parliamentarians through 
the National Assembly’s Women 
Parliamentary Caucus (WPC). The 
main objective of the collaboration 
between UNFPA and WPC has been 
to ensure that government policies, 
laws, and development programs ad-
vance gender equality and women’s 
rights.

Women have always played a 
vital role in nation-building. There is 
no denying that without their partic-
ipation, a nation cannot reach its ze-
nith and become a significant power 
or even survive as an independent 
unit. Maya Angelou, a famous cham-
pion of civil rights had said, “Each 
time a woman stands up for herself, 
without knowing it possibly, with-
out claiming it, she stands up for all 

women.”
The history of Pakistan bears 

witness to the fact that women had 
always taken part in the progress 
of this country, and even before Pa-
kistan came into being, our ladies 
actively participated in the freedom 
struggle. Some even laid down their 
lives during those turbulent times 
when India was under British rule.

There are many examples of suc-
cessful women who have contribut-
ed to the development of their coun-
try. The most outstanding of these 
is Fatima Jinnah, sister of Quaid-e-
Azam, who played an essential part 
in achieving Pakistan. She started 
a movement against the dictatorial 
regime of General Ayub Khan. Her 
speeches inspired the people to take 
a firm stand against the dictator. She 
was the first woman to contest a 
presidential election in Pakistan.

In one of her historical speeches, 
Fatima Jinnah said, ‘There is a magic 
power in your own hands. Take your 
vital decisions-they may be grave 
and momentous and far-reaching 
in their consequences. Think a hun-
dred times before you take any de-
cision, but once a decision is taken, 
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stand by it as one man.’

Another noteworthy contribu-
tion was that of Begum Rana Liaquat 
Ali Khan. Begum Rana Liaquat Ali 
Khan played a vital role in the Pa-
kistan Movement. She was a lady of 
great caliber and capacity. Her per-
sonality was so strong that she won 
the hearts of everyone who contact-
ed her. Due to her strong will-power 
and determination, she emerged as 
one of the leading woman figures in 
the Pakistan Movement. She played a 
significant role in the independence 
movement of Pakistan. She was ap-
pointed as a member of the All India 
Muslim League Working Committee 
by Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah himself, which shows how 
important role did he consider her in 
making Pakistan. She helped him in 
all his activities. Without any hesita-
tion, she accompanied him whenev-
er he visited different cities of India 
to spread awareness among Mus-
lims and make them join the All In-
dia Muslim League. She was also the 
first woman governor of Sindh Prov-
ince, serving from April 19, 1948, 
to March 17 1953. In addition, she 
served as the President of the All-Pa-
kistan Women Association (APWA) 
from 1948 until she died in 1990.

Benazir Bhutto was the first 
woman to serve as the Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan. She was educated 
at Harvard and Oxford and worked 
tirelessly fighting for democracy in 
her country. In 1988, she became the 
first female leader of a Muslim state, 
serving as prime minister until 1990. 
All South Asian women take pride in 

this contribution.
Malala Yousafzai has become 

a global symbol for the right to ed-
ucation and is recognized by world 
leaders for speaking out on the im-
portance of universal access to edu-
cation. In 2014, she was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for her struggle 
against the suppression of children 
and young people and the right of 
all children to education. She was 
also the youngest person ever to win 
this award. She has been leading the 
younger generation towards a pro-
gressive way of life through her cam-
paigns on education for girls.

However, the contributions of 
Pakistani women are not just limited 
to education and politics. The women 
of Pakistan have developed their ca-
pabilities and skills in various fields 
of life. They have the opportunities 
to come forward and participate in 
activities like education, politics, so-
cial welfare, economic uplift, scien-
tific development, and other fields. 
Besides, they have also proved them-
selves as good teachers, doctors, 
engineers, lawyers and managers. 
In every field, they have shown tre-
mendous zeal and dynamism. They 
are showing their talent in our own 
country and foreign countries. As a 
result of these developments during 
the last ten years, the number has in-
creased tremendously.

On January 4 2020, the first-ever 
Pakistani Female Engagement team 
in any United Nations (UN) mission 
worldwide received UN medals for 
serving in the Peacekeeping Mission 

March 23 and Pakistan’s 
Women

 Pakistan boasts of having 
some of the finest armed forces 
in South Asia, but many people 

don’t know that the women 
who serve in the Pakistani 
military are just as brave. 

While the rules have changed 
dramatically over the years, 
women have always played 

a part in Pakistan’s military, 
from policing to fighting in 

combat alongside their male 
counterparts.

Today, women in Pakistan 
are serving with distinction 
in all three branches of the 
armed forces. The role of 

women as nurses and doctors 
is nothing new, but women’s 
active participation as fighter 

pilots and sailors is an 
extremely recent phenomenon. 

Subsequently, in a recent 
historic decision, the FC 

(Frontier Corps) Baluchistan 
has inducted female officers 
in Mand to help with relief 

efforts.
The Pakistan Air Force has 
recently welcomed its first 

combat-ready female fighter 
pilot. Ayesha Farooq is one of 
19 female pilots in the force 

and the first to qualify for war.
As an aspiring female officer of 
the Armed Forces of Pakistan, 
Riffat Karim knows well that 
Allah has given her “certain 
responsibilities” to serve her 
country, not just as a fighter 
but also as a teacher for the 

next generation because “what 
you teach them is what they 

will practice”. Today, with over 
five thousand women working 

for the army and navy, she 
sees no reason why the number 

should not increase
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in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (MONUSCO). Maj. Samia Reh-
man’s role has been pivotal in ensur-
ing this.

Moreover, another moment of 
pride for Pakistan was when the first 
female ever, Lt. Gen Nigar Khan, rose 
to the rank of a three-star general and 
the first woman in history to lead as 
Colonel Commandant of the Army’s 
Medical Corps (AMC). Her services 
for the nation are unmatched.

The current First Lady of Paki-
stan, Samina Alvi, has made tremen-
dous efforts for the Pink Ribbon cam-
paign to fight against breast cancer. 
Also, she has been continually stress-
ing the need for women to come for-
ward and join the field of ICT in or-
der to become financially inclusive.

2021 has also seen significant 
advancements in financial contri-
butions for the nation by female-led 
startups. Mina Salman, the founder 
of Bagallery, raised $4.5 million in 
Series A Seed Funding. Furthermore, 
SehatKahani, led by Dr Sara Saeed 
and Dr Iffat Zara, raised another $1 
million for their telemedicine start-
up. There are many other examples 
where women in tech and business 
have contributed heavily to the econ-

omy.
However, despite this progress, 

there are still many problems for 
women in Pakistan. The reasons be-
hind this backwardness are many, 
but it is clear that there is no dearth 
of talent among Pakistani women. It 
is also important to note that Islam 
has greatly emphasized women’s ed-
ucation, but unfortunately, our soci-
ety has ignored this critical issue.

In the coming years, the role of 
women in Pakistan will increase. The 
strategic importance of the country 
and the growing role of women in 
its economy means that this trend is 
likely to be reinforced. Various gov-
ernment agencies and civil society 
organizations must continue to work 
together to train and educate women 
to take advantage of emerging op-
portunities.

There are no easy answers here 
as solutions need to be found at vari-
ous levels: Pakistan needs to become 
more prosperous, more vital institu-
tions need to be established, the edu-
cation system needs to be reformed, 
and a reduction in gender discrimi-
nation must come from within Pa-
kistani society. The law on domestic 
violence against women needs to 

be more stringent and publicized at 
the national level. The government 
should take steps to enhance service 
providers’ capacity, such as police, 
prosecutors, and judges, through 
training for better implementation 
of the law.

This year, on a landmark occa-
sion, Justice Ayesha Malik was sworn 
in as the first female Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. This is 
a step in the right direction. How-
ever, the Government of Pakistan 
should adopt a multi-pronged strat-
egy to improve the overall status of 
women. The strategy should have a 
strong legal framework and effective 
mechanisms to implement the laws 
and social and cultural measures to 
change mindsets. It is also important 
to involve men to break the stereo-
typical mindset about women’s role 
in society.

The media’s role in increasing 
awareness about violence against 
women, particularly domestic vio-
lence, needs to be recognized. The 
government should also initiate a 
public debate on the issue of domes-
tic violence, climate change, STEAM 
education, and female reproductory 
health through seminars, confer-
ences, and talk shows on electronic 
and social media.

PM Imran Khan has taken a 
great initiative to give freelancers 
a tax holiday. This will encourage 
women to work from home to earn 
a decent living for themselves. How-
ever, more rebates and loan schemes 
focusing solely on female entrepre-
neurs need to be introduced.

The role of women in devel-
oping countries cannot be ignored. 
Women should be given equal rights. 
They are just as much a part of the 
world as anyone else. Their opinions, 
ideas, and support, along with their 
husbands and other family members, 
should be considered when planning 
for the future of a nation, culture or 
community. Many women are work-
ing day and night towards peace, 
harmony and prosperity of Pakistan. 
They play a pivotal role in social de-
velopment and empowerment in ev-
ery sector and aspect of the economy, 
community or social activities.
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The 82nd anniversary of the 
Lahore Resolution brings 
countless reasons to cele-
brate a strong, resilient and 

invincible nation. Pakistan Resolu-
tion Day is celebrated every year 
with much gratitude and pride to 
commemorate the struggle and sacri-
fices of Muslims who dedicated their 
lives to create a separate homeland. 
Socio-culture and religious cleavages 
between the Muslims and the Hindus 
of the subcontinent got prominence 
under the Indian-National Con-
gress-led government. The Pakistan 
movement started letter and spirit 
on March 23, 1940, leading up to the 
14th of August 1947 when Pakistan 
finally came into being as an inde-
pendent country. To commemorate 
Pakistan Day the article presents a 
reflection of history, the theoretical 
context of Two-Nations Theory and 
the significance of Pakistan Resolu-
tion Day in the lives of Pakistanis. 

As mentioned earlier, Pakistan 
Day or Yaum-e-Pakistan is celebrat-
ed in Pakistan to commemorate the 
Lahore Resolution passed, which 
was passed on March 23, 1940. On 
this Day, Pakistan’s first constitution 
was also adopted during the tran-
sition of the Dominion of Pakistan 
to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
making Pakistan the world’s first Is-
lamic republic. Thus, on March 23rd  
of every year, nation celebrates the 
passing of the Lahore Resolution 
and the adoption of the first Con-
stitution of Pakistan. The Lahore 
Resolution proposed the creation of 

a separate homeland for Muslims. 
The proposed document stated: “No 
constitutional plan would be work-
able or acceptable to the Muslims 
unless geographical contiguous units 
are demarcated into regions which 
should be so constituted with such 
territorial readjustments as may be 
necessary.” 

The Lahore Session of All-India 

Muslim League was held on 22nd-
24th March 1940. The full text of the 
March 23 resolution was as follows:

While approving and endorsing the 
action taken by the Council and the 
Working Committee of the All Indian 
Muslim League as indicated in their 
resolutions dated August 27, 17th 
and 18th of September and October 
22, 1939, and February 3 1940 on 

Pakistan Resolution Day:
R e f l e c t i o n  a n d  S i g n i f i c a n c e

Asma Khalid

Asma Khalid is Senior Research Associate at the Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)
and Editor of the Melange International Magazine.
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the constitutional issues, this Session 
of the All-Indian Muslim League em-
phatically reiterates that the scheme 
of federation embodied in the Gov-
ernment of India Act, 1935, is totally 
unsuited to, and unworkable in the 
peculiar conditions of this country 
and is altogether unacceptable to 
Muslim India.

Resolved that it is the considered 
view of this Session of the All India 
Muslim League that no constitutional 
plan would be workable in this coun-
try or acceptable to Muslims unless 
it is designed on the following basic 
principle, namely that geographical-
ly contiguous units are demarcated 
into regions which should be so con-
stituted, with such territorial read-
justments as may be necessary, that 
the areas in which the Muslims are 
numerically in a majority as in the 
North-Western and Eastern Zones 
of India, should be grouped o consti-
tute “Independent States” in which 
the constituent units shall be auton-
omous and sovereign.

That adequate, effective and man-
datory safeguards should be specifi-
cally provided in the constitution for 
minorities in these units and in these 
regions for the protection of their re-
ligious, cultural, economic, political, 
administrative and other rights and 
interests in consultation with them; 
and in other parts of India where the 
Mussalmans are in a minority, ade-
quate, effective and mandatory safe-
guards shall be specially provided in 
the constitution for them and other 
minorities for the protection of their 
religious, cultural, economic, politi-
cal, administrative and other rights 
and interests in consultation with 
them.

This Session further authorizes 
the Working Committee to frame a 
scheme of constitution in accordance 
with these basic principles, provid-
ing for the assumption finally by the 
respective regions of all powers such 
as defense, external affairs, commu-
nications, customs and such other 
matters as may be necessary.

The resolution laid the founda-
tions for the creation of a separate 
homeland for Muslims on August 
14 1947. To commemorate Lahore 
Resolution day, a monument named 

‘Minar-e-Pakistan’ was built in Iqbal 
Park, where the resolution was pre-
sented and passed. 

Pakistan Resolution and Two-Na-
tion Theory
The Two Nation Theory formally 
manifested that Hindus and Mus-
lims were 
two separate 
identities co-
existing on a 
single piece of 
land. It iden-
tified the cul-
tural, social 
and religious 
d i f f e r e n c e s 
between two 
members of a 
single nation. 
It states, for 
this land to 
remain a place 
of Harmony, 
division was 
indispensable. 
This theory 
was a prediction of what the future 
had to unfold in the form of the 1947 
Indo-Pak Partition.

 Since the theory’s inception, sev-
eral events and political movements 
have started explaining how Hindus 
and Muslims differ in terms of social 
status, education, political autonomy, 
culture, festivals and ways of living. 
As a majority, Hindus had attained a 
dominant position in the socio-polit-
ical structure of the sub-continent; 
besides, their better relations with 
the British also helped them earn 

better jobs, government appoint-
ments, and political representation. 
Gradually, these differences started 
to create a divide in society. Ultimate-
ly, they led to the creation of separate 
homelands for Muslims and Hindus 
(Pakistan and India, respectively).

The division of land, wealth and 

Human resources became a seed 
that bosomed into today’s India-Pa-
kistan Crisis. The bitterness initiated 
with the controversial decision of 
allocating Firozpur and Gurdaspur 
to India but ultimately fizzled out as 
the two countries took control of the 
administrative affairs. However, one 
state that was not explicitly awarded 
to any of the two countries became 
a bone of contention that is yet to be 
settled- Kashmir. Kashmir is a region 
that both the countries claim to be 
their legal right, and both are not 
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ready to give the state or come to 
any settlement. Despite facing each 
other in three major wars, many 
skirmishes, and several negotiation 
talks, both countries have been un-
able to resolve the issue. Kashmir is a 
matter of prestige for the two coun-
tries and a gateway to many natural 
resources.

The importance of Kashmir for 
both states also lies in its excessive 
reservoirs of fruits and minerals; It is 
a source of many rivers and streams 
of the Indus River. Thus, as both are 
agricultural countries and depend 
heavily on water, Kashmir holds an 
indispensible significance. Lastly, 
Kashmir also provides a direct land 
passage for communication between 
India and Pakistan. Which itself is a 
menace for both the countries as the 
passage could provide easy infiltra-
tion of military troops in case of war 
and could also be a perfect root for 
infusing espionage in normal condi-
tions. 

 The strategic importance of 
Kashmir and the repercussions of 
disputes arising due to the Kashmir 
conflict have forced India and Paki-
stan to employ dialogue. Several ta-
ble talks between the political and 
military leadership about the Kash-
mir issue have been a part of both 
countries’ diplomatic history. How-
ever, if not wholly futile, all the efforts 
have not been fruitful. It is ironic that 
instead of leading to conflict resolu-
tion, the dialogue has given birth to 

Trust Deficit. U-turns, delays, shift in policies, and several other diploma-
cy failures transformed into a lack 
of trust between the two countries. 
This lack of trust augmented the hos-
tilities between the two neighbours. 
Both countries believed that to safe-
guard their interest; they could not 
rely on each other nor expect any 
gesture of goodwill. 

Wars and Limited Conflicts
As mentioned earlier, several histori-
cal and political issues have strained 
the relations between India and Pa-
kistan. Both of them have fought 
three major wars and numerous lim-
ited military conflicts. Since indepen-
dence, the Kashmir issue has been 
the most intractable issue between 
them. They have gone to war thrice 
on this issue in 1947, 1965 and 1999. 
Besides these wars, they confronted 
each other in 1971 on East Bengal’s 
Issue and clashed on various other 
occasions in limited conflicts. Im-
mediately after Independence, India 
and Pakistan fought a protracted and 
severe battle over the previously in-
dependent state of Jammu and Kash-
mir. The war began in October 1947 
and ended in December 1948. The 
history of India-Pakistan relations 
is interspersed with hot wars and 
limited conflicts. Therefore, a long 
history of military confrontation and 
the growing asymmetry and dispari-
ty in South Asia has accelerated the 
process of mastering the latest so-
phisticated conventional and nuclear 

The 82nd anniversary of 
the Lahore Resolution 

brings countless reasons to 
celebrate a strong, resilient 

and invincible nation. 
Pakistan Resolution Day is 
celebrated every year with 

much gratitude and pride to 
commemorate the struggle 

and sacrifices of Muslims who 
dedicated their lives to create 
a separate homeland. Socio-

culture and religious cleavages 
between the Muslims and the 
Hindus of the subcontinent 
got prominence under the 

Indian-National Congress-led 
government. The Pakistan 

movement started letter and 
spirit on March 23, 1940, 
leading up to the 14th of 

August 1947 when Pakistan 
finally came into being as 

an independent country. To 
commemorate Pakistan Day 

the article presents a reflection 
of history, the theoretical 
context of Two-Nations 

Theory and the significance of 
Pakistan Resolution Day in the 

lives of Pakistanis 



13 / Melange  March 2022

 Spotlight Spot Light
technologies. 

In the South Asian region, the 
arms race is proportional to India’s 
conventional and nuclear develop-
ments. In order to pursue its global 
and regional ambitions, such as to 
cover the gap with China and gain 
superiority over Pakistan, India has 
increased its nuclear and missile 
programme rapidly. Consequently, 
the recent developments in the In-
dian Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) 
system,  fast track missile testing 
and development, nuclear-capable 
submarine and offensive force pos-
ture are a matter of great concern 
for the regional states, especially for 
Pakistan. The developments in the 
Indian BMD system and acquisition 
of S-400, and upcoming collabora-
tions with the US, Russia and Israel 
have added new dimensions to the 
regional security equation. India’s 
offensive posture calls for Pakistan’s 
counterstrategy to ensure its se-
curity and maintain force balance 
against India. To counter India’s ag-
gressive designs, Pakistan has a Full 
Spectrum Deterrence. Along with it, 
Pakistan’s short-range Nasr, Medi-
um-range Ballistic Missile (MRBM) 
Ababeel equipped with Multiple 
Independently targetable Re-entry 
Vehicles (MIRV) technology, and nu-

clear-capable Submarine Launched 
Cruise Missile (SLCM) Babur is a vi-
able policy.

Accordingly, the nation celebrates 
March 23 as a day for revitalizing the 
determination to counter all the chal-
lenges with unity, courage and deter-
mination to safeguard the country’s 
sovereignty. Therefore, the day is 
celebrated with great spirit and en-
thusiasm by the civilians and armed 
forces of the country. Pakistan’s land, 
naval, and air forces hold a military 
parade. National Day Joint Services 
Parade highlights the nation’s desire 
to maintain peace in the region while 
displaying its military capabilities, 
capable to counter any external ag-
gression and threats to peace. Na-
tional Day Joint Services Parade re-
flects the forces’ discipline, unity, and 
pride and highlights nations’ resolve 
to stand firm against all the threats 
and challenges. 

Conclusion
Pakistan shares hostile relations and 
rivalries with India due to India’s of-
fensive designs, multiple historical 
and political factors. It is ironic that 
despite having two nuclear powers 
in its vicinity, South Asia cannot proj-
ect an optimistic image as both these 
countries (India and Pakistan) share 

an unfriendly relationship. Bilateral 
relations of both states have been 
stressed by various historical, stra-
tegic, geopolitical and political issues 
aimed at India’s desire to achieve re-
gional hegemony. The nuclear weap-
on capability by Pakistan in response 
to India’s nuclear tests is viewed as a 
key tool to ensure peace and stability 
as nuclear weapons have established 
strategic and deterrence stability. 
Consequently, Pakistan’s resolution 
Day’s celebrations and National Day 
Joint Services Parade reflects the 
forces’ discipline, unity, and pride: 
highlights nations’ resolve to stand 
firm against all the threats and chal-
lenges. The utility of Pakistan’s con-
ventional and nuclear forces can be 
checked because despite multiple es-
calations after overt nuclearization 
of South Asia, India has not dared 
to launch an attack on Pakistan and 
make false claims to project itself as 
a regional power. Regional security 
dynamics highlight the significance 
of institutional mechanisms to re-
duce arms race and de-escalate ten-
sion. Therefore, Nuclear Confidence 
Building Measures (CBMs) and the 
establishment of the Strategic Re-
straint Regime (SRR) are viable solu-
tions to counter the growing chal-
lenges to peace and security.
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Amid Russian advances in 
Eastern Ukraine, precisely 
at 1935 hours local time, 
Pakistani Premier Imran 

Khan landed in his Airforce-1 at Mos-
cow Airport. The visit was unique in 
many ways: firstly, it was the first of 
any Prime Minister in 23 years; sec-
ondly, it was on the invitation of the 
Russian President; thirdly, it came at 
a time while the region was facing 
many geopolitical developments.

Premier Khan received a warm 
red-carpeted welcome by Russia in 
Moscow. Even Khan could not hide 
his excitement on the welcome pre-
paredness. It is being reported that 
the welcome ceremony received by 
Premier Khan is exclusively given to 
the heads of G6 states. 

Significantly, Indian media con-
stantly propagated that Khan would 
call off the visit owing to the current 
Ukrainian crisis but Premier Khan, 
knowing the importance of the visit, 
wronged the propaganda of all sorts.

While the artillery shells were 
raining on the strategic and military 
importance locations within Kiev, 
and Russian tanks were ravaging the 
fields in the Dunbas region of East-
ern Ukraine, all eyes were on Krem-
lin and its President Putin. When 
Kremlin carried the utmost impor-
tance, Premier Khan reached out to 
Kremlin to increase its importance.

Meanwhile, Indian media did 
not give up its habit of negative pro-
paganda against Pakistan. The Desi 
propaganda machines of India start-
ed reporting that though the Paki-
stani Premier is in Kremlin, Pres-

ident Putin will not meet him as he 
has a war to look after. Some of them 
claimed that Premier Khan is cutting 
short his visit because of the heavy 
retaliation of the Ukrainian forces as 
missiles fired by Ukraine are reach-
ing the Kremlin. Meanwhile, Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin ensured that his 
guest got the due attention. Premier 
Khan visited the memorial site for 
the WWII soldiers and laid the floral. 
He also visited the Moscow Cathe-
dral Masjid and met with Grand Muf-
ti. He hailed President Putin’s efforts 
to condemn Islamophobia and how 
he built more than 2000 Masjids and 
Islamic centres in Russia to cater to 
Russian Muslims’ religious needs.

Notably, initially, the lunch 
meeting between both the leaders 
was planned for 3 hours, but that 
was extended to 4 hours by Presi-
dent Putin. Interestingly, the first half 
of the lunch was attended by the cab-
inet members of both sides that went 
according to the plan, but President 

Putin extended his closed door meet-
ing with Premier Khan. Of course, it 
shows that both the leaders had out-
standing deal issues to talk about.

If we peep into the past of bilat-
eral ties between Pakistan and the 
former Soviet Union, of course, both 
did not enjoy good relations since 
Pakistan always saw itself allied with 
the United States of America. Right 
after Pakistan came into being, Pa-
kistan was faced with an option be-
tween capitalism and communism 
to click. As the immediate leadership 
of Pakistan was inclined towards the 
western quarters due to their pre-
vious relations with them and their 
awareness of the only western sys-
tem of governance as they studied in 
British universities, they took a side 
against the Soviet Union. Since as 
early as 50s of the previous century, 
Pakistan became an active ally of the 
US against the Soviet Union due to its 
security reasons. In between, the bi-
lateral ties between Pakistan and The 

Kremlin Khan is Tremblin Modi

Raja Faisal
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Soviets improved during the multi-
lateralism of the Bhutto era. Later 
on, the Soviet invasion of Afghan-
istan brought Pakistan and the US 
closer in the Cold War. Pakistan and 
US actively supported Mujahideen 
of Afghanistan, who fought against 
the Soviet Union. The withdrawal of 
the Soviets from Afghanistan made 
Kremlin economically so weak that 
Russia was forced to withdraw from 
Eastern Europe. The Soviet Union 
overnight became Russia. The extent 
of the idea of the Soviet Union is still 
so much persistent in Russia that the 
population to date sees Pakistan as 
a foe. After all, Pakistan was at the 

forefront of the Cold War between 
the Soviet Union and the US. Frank-
ly, it would not be odd of a statement 
to make that Pakistan helped the US 
be the most incredible power of the 
world once by playing a significant 
role in defeating the Soviet Union in 
the Cold War.

To me, the timing of the vis-
it of Premier Imran Khan of Russia 
at this hour was a statement itself. 
Though the visit was planned last 
month without knowing the Russian 
intentions of Ukrainian invasion, the 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
standing with Pakistani Premier Im-
ran Khan, while Russian Armoured 
Divisions were ravaging the once 
Soviet fields of the Eastern Europe 
was enough to remind world espe-
cially the US about once the shameful 
withdrawal of the T-72 tanks of Ar-
moured Divisions from Afghanistan. 
It represented that those who helped 
the United States to shrink the Soviet 
Union into Russia are today standing 
with Russia while taking a piece of 
the Soviet Union back.

Interestingly, after years of be-
trayals, the US forced Pakistan to 
stand with Russia at this hour. There 

are several odious facts about bilat-
eral ties between Pakistan and the 
US that need to be highlighted re-
peatedly. Time and again, the US left 
Pakistan when it needed its help. 
Pakistan was an active ally of the US 
throughout the Cold War, but at the 
end of the Afghanistan war, the US 
left Pakistan in a mess of internally 
troubled neighbours. As once, Hillary 
Clinton rightly pointed out that the 
“US left the region with Mujahideen 
and the Stinger missiles and asked 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to 

deal with it”. Of course, Pakistan did 
not desire for an American gift in 
the shape of a civil war in Afghani-
stan as it increased the influx of Af-
ghan refugees in Pakistan. It was an 
unnecessary burden on the already 
fragile economy of Pakistan. The US 
hurriedly left the region in a mess 
for Pakistan, but to add salt to the 
wounds, it sanctioned Pakistan in the 
early 90s.

Post 9/11, once again, the US 
wanted Pakistan’s alliance in War On 
Terror against Afghanistan. Sudden-
ly, the sanctions were removed, and 
Pakistan once again was an active 
ally of the US. The fruits for Pakistan 

in the 20-year war were that the im-
pact of the War On Terror reached not 
only in cities but the villages of Paki-
stan. The security forces of Pakistan 
relentlessly fought against terrorism. 
As Premier Imran Khan once rightly 
called it, someone else’s war gave Pa-
kistan more than 80,000 body bags, 
more than 100,000 lost limbs, un-
countable widows and orphans, and 
more than 200 billion dollars as eco-
nomic loss. When Pakistan was seek-
ing and expecting a remedy from the 
US, suddenly, it left the region in the 
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middle of chaos. Once again, to add 
salt to the wounds, the US freezes 
$9.5 billion of people of Afghani-
stan in western banks and leaves 
the people 
of Afghani-
stan to face a 
humanitari-
an crisis on 
their own. 
Taliban, who 
took Afghan-
istan back at 
the behest 
of power, 
are blam-
ing the US 
for leaving 
a destroyed 
A f g h a n i -
stan without 
c o m p e n -
sating the 
people of 
Afghanistan. 
Ultimately, Afghanistan facing a hu-
manitarian crisis, bankruptcy, fragile 
security, and lack of opportunities 
threaten Pakistan. Already Pakistan 
is facing the outcomes of this US 
crafted chaos in the shape of terror-
ists of BLA and TTP using American 
leftover arms against Pakistan’s se-
curity forces. 

Today’s Russia is different as it 
believes in bilateral relations with 
the world. Since Premier Imran 
Khan took office, his meetings with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
brought both nations closer. Espe-
cially the meeting in Beijing during 
Winter Olympics was the turning 
point. The Russian President invit-
ed Premier Khan to visit Russia. The 
idea is to enhance bilateral ties for 
several reasons.

Pakistan seeks foreign direct 
investments in different sectors, in-
cluding energy, information technol-
ogy, emerging technologies, artificial 
intelligence, special economic zones 
of the CPEC and several other indus-
tries, including agriculture. Pakistan 
sees Russia as a potential partner in 
its economic goals.

Pakistan wants Russia to en-
hance connectivity between Pakistan 
and Russia through Afghanistan and 
Central Asian Republics (CARs). Pa-
kistan wants Russia to link itself with 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and invest in SEZs and real 
estate projects of Pakistan.

Notably, Russia wants to link it-

self with CPEC and Gwadar port for 
economic and strategic needs. Rus-
sia eyes upon the Indo-Pacific region 
keenly due to the American presence 

in the region in the shape of AUKUS 
and QUAD alliances. It is important 
to note that Russian reservations 
on the Indian portrayal of the front-

line of the 
US against 
China in the 
U S - C h i n a 
trade war 
are increas-
ing day by 
day. The Jan-
uary 2022 
Putin visit to 
Beijing is ev-
idence itself. 
When China 
and India 
are facing 
each oth-
er in East-
ern Ladakh 
and India’s 
Northeast-
ern front, 

President Putin not only visits China 
but signs several deals with Presi-
dent Xi. Two significant outcomes of 
the Putin-Xi meeting were a 30-year 
gas pipeline contract between Russia 
and China and a pledge to increase 
bilateral trade from approximately 
$117 billion to $200 billion.

Meanwhile, Afghanistan is still 
facing terrorism that affects Afghan-
istan and Pakistan and is a point of 
concern for Russia and China equally. 
Currently, two of the provinces of Af-
ghanistan, Kunar and Nangarhar, are 
strongholds of ISIS-Khurasan. Tali-
ban have been fighting against ISIS-K 
since their emergence long before 
the Taliban took power in Afghani-
stan. Currently, ISIS-K is facilitating 
Terrorist outfits like Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP), Islamic Move-
ment of Uzbekistan (IMU) and East 
Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM). 
Taliban are indeed aware that as 
ISIS-K is a threat to their regime and 
Afghanistan, Russia has concerns 
over IMU, China is concerned about 
ETIM, and Pakistan is actively fight-
ing against TTP.

In the recent Premier Khan’s 
Beijing and Kremlin visits, he high-
lighted and shared the importance 
of eradicating terrorism from Af-
ghanistan with both President Xi and 

Pakistan, under Premier 
Imran Khan, believes in 

multilateralism, and without 
taking any sides, Pakistan 

wants to have good relations 
with all nations, including 

India, to boost its economy. 
Before boarding his Airforce-1 
for Kremlin, he categorically 
highlighted that he believes 

in resolving conflicts through 
dialogue rather than wars. 

Pakistan maintains its neutral 
position in the Ukrainian 

conflict. All Pakistan seeks is 
better economic ties with all 
nations. Notably, the focus of 

Premier Khan’s multilateralism 
is to multiply the economy of 
Pakistan. He wants to expand 
the economy to the extent that 
makes it self-reliant to cater
for the requirements of his 

dream of Pakistan as
a welfare state
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President Putin. Pakistan wants a 
terrorist-free Afghanistan and wants 
Russia and China to include Afghan-
istan in their economic endeavours. 
Pakistan wants better connectivity 
of Afghanistan with Russia and China 
to create better economic opportuni-
ties in Afghanistan. Pakistan believes 
that an economically self-sufficient 
Afghanistan would indeed put an 
end to decades of insecurities.

Importantly, countering terror-
ism in Afghanistan is beneficial for 
the regional players and is for the 
rest of the world, especially the west-
ern world. We should not forget that 
the Chief of the British Intelligence 

MI5 has recently indicated that Af-
ghanistan is still vulnerable to the 
terror breeding that can affect the 
West. Indeed ISIS-K is considered 
the backyard of ISIS or Daesh, and it 
is a known fact that Daesh has been 
involved in terror attacks in the cit-
ies of the western world. It is need 
of the hour that the Taliban who are 
actively fighting against the ISIS-K in 
Afghanistan, must be helped to do it 
more effectively—leaving the Tali-
ban on their own in a humanitarian 
crisis to look after in Afghanistan is a 
dangerous option. If the Taliban are 
helped to counter the humanitarian 
crisis in Afghanistan, they can fight 

against the menace of ISIS-K more 
effectively.

In both the meetings in Beijing 
and Kremlin, Pakistan has empha-
sised more multilateral efforts to 
counter terrorism in Afghanistan. 
Premier Imran Khan believes the 
Troika Plus is the proper forum to 
ensure regional security. In this re-
gard, Pakistan seeks Russia and Chi-
na to play their role by hosting Troi-
ka Plus meetings.

Importantly, Troika Plus coun-
tries acknowledge the spoiler’s role 
of India in Afghanistan against Paki-
stan. Indeed, India used its unholy 
presence in Afghanistan to destabi-

lise Pakistan in the past. It is time to 
free Afghanistan from terrorism and 
its financiers & facilitators like India. 

Russia getting closer to China 
and Pakistan is indeed a wake-up call 
for India which projects a two-front 
from Pakistan and China. Enhanced 
economic relations between Chi-
na and Russia is an indication that 
Russia wants to distance itself from 
Modi’s India that is inclined towards 
its ever-growing alliance with the 
US. Russia is eyeing connecting itself 
with CPEC to reach the Indian Ocean 
and all-important Gulf states via 
Gwadar. It would indeed help Russia 
feel its presence against AUKUS and 

QUAD in the Indo-Pacific region. Im-
portantly, India is part of the QUAD 
alliance, which is not a military alli-
ance but has conducted naval exer-
cises in the past. 

India held two of its top-level 
CCS meetings on security right af-
ter Premier Khan’s Kremlin visit. It 
shows the importance of the visit 
and fears in the Indian power hubs. 
Kremlin Khan is indeed Trembling 
Modi.

Pakistan, under Premier Imran 
Khan, believes in multilateralism, 
and without taking any sides, Paki-
stan wants to have good relations 
with all nations, including India, to 

boost its economy. Before boarding 
his Airforce-1 for Kremlin, he cat-
egorically highlighted that he be-
lieves in resolving conflicts through 
dialogue rather than wars. Pakistan 
maintains its neutral position in the 
Ukrainian conflict. All Pakistan seeks 
is better economic ties with all na-
tions. Notably, the focus of Premier 
Khan’s multilateralism is to multiply 
the economy of Pakistan. He wants 
to expand the economy to the extent 
that makes it self-reliant to cater for 
the requirements of his dream of Pa-
kistan as a welfare state.
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Despite unprecedented pan-
demic challenges, Pakistan 
all set to attain another mas-
sive diplomatic triumph by 

hosting forthcoming 48th session of 
the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) in March 2022. Without any 
doubt, Pakistan owing to its effec-
tive diplomacy has become the hub 
of world attention whilst its resilient 
efforts subdued the agenda of its ad-
versaries of isolating Islamabad in 
the geopolitical realm of the world. 
Respectively, in a bid to avert a loom-
ing humanitarian and economic 
crisis, Pakistan also hosted extraor-
dinary session” of the 57- nation in 
December last year. US, Russia, Chi-
na, France and Britain along with the 
European Union, the World Bank and 

representatives of relevant United 
Nations relief agencies also partici-
pated in the summit. The scheduled 
summit holds immense significance 
as it also set to embark the Pakistan 
Day celebrations as well. The OIC 
CFMs representatives likely to par-
ticipate in Pakistan Day celebrations 
that will give a humongous boost to 
the Pakistan’s prestige and stature.  
In retrospect, The OIC, which is also 
the world’s second-largest multilat-
eral forum, in a communiqué adopt-
ed at the end of the extraordinary 
session set up a Humanitarian Trust 
Fund and Food Security Programme 
to deal with the rapidly aggravating 
crisis in Afghanistan and also called 
for unfreezing the Afghan assets that 
pledge recently endorsed by the US 

to combat looming humanitarian cri-
sis. 

One of the notable factor, since 
its establishment, the OIC has posi-
tioned itself as a prestigious and in-
fluential international organizations, 
thus acting as a key platform of dia-
logue to maintain peace and respond 
to new challenges and threats across 
the world.  Pertinent to mention that 
OIC has always been a landmark 
in the contemporary history of the 
Muslim world, standing the test of 
time as the only unifying voice of the 
Muslim world, supporting the right, 
identity, and the moral and institu-
tional framework.  

The summit vow to focus on 
wide range of topics and issues of 
concern of the Muslim such as the 
fight against violence, extremism 
and terrorism, Islamophobia and 
defamation of religious respective-
ly. Furthermore, the Council will 
likely discuss the situation of Mus-
lim minorities and communities in 
non-member states, as well as the 
promotion of dialogue among civili-
zations, cultures and religions, and 
other emerging matters. One of the 
prime focuses would be evaluation 
of xenophobic and extremist ten-
dencies.  For reasons the world is 
witnessing resurgence in multiple 
regions of the world of racist move-
ments based on intent to Islampho-
bia, hatred of and hostility against 
Muslim nations, immigrants and in-
dividuals; while over the period of 
times pledges commitment to pro-
hibit any discourse, attempt or act 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation and Pakistan’s
Diplomatic Accomplishment 

Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi
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that tolerates,  and it has discouraged 
or incites hostility against Muslims 
or defamation of Islam and Muslims, 
as well as to protect all individuals 
and groups against hate and violence 
based on religion and faith, and to 
ensure the protection of places of 
worship.

 OIC summit will also discuss 
the continued attacks targeting Mus-
lims and their places of worship in 
India. The recent trend of anti-Mus-
lim legislations in different States 
and rising incidents of violence 
against Muslims on flimsy pretexts 
by ‘Hindutva’ groups with impunity, 
are indicative of the growing trend of 
Islamophobia.

The OIC General Secretariat 
calls upon the international commu-
nity, especially the UN mechanisms 
and Special Procedures of th  e Hu-
man Rights Council, to take neces-
sary measures in this regard.

In addition to this, the upcom-
ing  OIC-CFMs to apprise  situation 
in Palestine, Afghanistan, Jammu 
and Kashmir, Yemen, Libya, Sudan, 
Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Mali, the Sahel 
Region and Lake Chad Basin, and 
other African countries, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Muslim communities 
and minorities in nonmember states. 
The OIC foreign ministers will also 
deliberate, over political, humani-
tarian, economic, social and cultural 
and other issues related to science 
and technology, the media and the 
progress made in the implementa-
tion of the “OIC-2025: Plan of Action” 
document.

Terrorism and security will be one 

o f t h e 
key f o -
c u s o f 
t h e OIC  

summit as it  the forum proactively 
reaffirm the struggle against ter-
rorism and violent extremism in 
all their manifestations, illicit drug 
production and trafficking, illegal 
trafficking of arms, ammunition and 
explosive substances, proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction  and 
their means of delivery remain a pri-
ority in the framework of the OIC; 
and it also launched a joint struggle, 
addressing both the symptoms and 
the root causes of these problems; 
and continue to advocate for closer 
cooperation in the fight against ter-
rorism, the dissemination of the ex-
tremist ideology, targeting primarily  
the youth.

In addition, the event will also 
deliberate upon the unprecedent-
ed challenge posed by the corona-
virus pandemic (COVID-19) for the 

OIC-CFMs will further 
boost Pakistan’s posture in 
the global geopolitical and 
geostrategic affairs. It will 
also assist to closely engage 
with the member states to 
further establish its inter-
state level relations. One 
of the key advantages is 

global outreach of Pakistan. 
The event to an extent may 

also serve as precursor 
to address the domestic 

constraints of the country. 
For Pakistan the summit 

may prove a hallmark of its 
policy/ goals attainment vis-

à-vis Pakistan



20 / Melange  March 2022

Editor’s Choice 
OIC Member States and the world 
at large, which requires urgent and 
decisive actions and unity at the 
OIC level as well as at the national, 
regional and international levels, to 
protect lives of the masses.

With this event Islamabad 
would further upscale commitment 
to the principles and objectives of 
the OIC Charter, particularly the 
provisions on promoting and en-
hancing the bonds of unity and sol-
idarity among the member states in 
political, economic, social, cultural, 
scientific and other vital areas. Fur-
thermore, the event will provide an 
opportunity of enhancing coopera-
tion for sustainable socio-economic 
development, conducive to a real in-
tegration of member states into the 
global economy, based on the princi-
ples of partnership and equality. 

    As The OIC tend to promote 
the emerging technological trends, 
taking into account innovative tech-
nologies by creating a favorable in-
vestment and business climate and 
implementing mutually beneficial 
structural projects in priority areas 
of cooperation and infrastructure 
development. Thus, the forum will 
also assess the recommended mea-
sures and will also pledge to seek 
further cooperation and engagement 

through the OIC summit happening 
in Pakistan. 

Through the platform of 48th 
CFMs summit the nations would 
tend to affirm the special importance 
of the development of tourism, as 
one of the sectors of economy, which 
contributes to achieving long-term 
sustainable growth, socioeconomic 
development, and enhancement.

Likewise, the forum will also 
have an inclusive insight into the 
earlier initiated “Program of Capi-
tals of Islamic Culture”, developed by 
the Islamic Countries Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(ICESCO) as an important factor in 
preserving and restoring cultural 
heritage and exchanging best prac-
tices in learning and teaching lan-
guages, history and culture of Islam-
ic countries. The Member States will 
also encourage for higher education 
and research institutions, in the pub-
lic and private sectors, to collaborate 
actively with the OIC to reinforce and 
further promote this Programme.

The Summit to address the is-
sues of economic situation, taking 
into account innovative technologies 
by creating a favorable investment 
and business climate and implement-
ing mutually beneficial structural 
projects in priority areas of cooper-

ation and infrastructure develop-
ment as pledged in the previously 
held OIC- CFMs The transnational na-
ture of the contemporary challenges 
of poverty, disease, environmental 
degradation, climate change, water 
and food security necessitate col-
lective responses at the global level. 
All these problems have scientific 
dimensions and provide for a new 
role of science in international poli-
cy-making and diplomacy therefore 
OIC likely to discuss core strategies 
to overcome this issue.

The OIC-CFMs will also review 
Scientific and technological collab-
oration between the OIC Member 
States, as it offers an immense scope 
for direct socio-economic benefits 
to its people in terms of sharing of 

OIC has always been 
a landmark in the 

contemporary history of 
the Muslim world, standing 

the test of time as the 
only unifying voice of the 
Muslim world, supporting 
the right, identity, and the 

moral and institutional 
framework
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expertise and pooling of resources.  
Furthermore, prospects will be ex-
plored through OIC activities and Pro-
gramme in the domain 
of Science and Technol-
ogy focus on strength-
ening of research and 
development as part 
of institutional frame-
work for science, tech-
nology and innovation, 
national strategies for 
science and technology, 
conducting STI Fore-
sight Studies, encourag-
ing private sector par-
ticipation in research 
and development, and 
promoting emerging 
technologies such as 
nanotechnology and 
biotechnology.

Apart from this the 
forum will also appraise 
progress of OIC Min-
isterial Standing Com-
mittee on Scientific and 
Technological Coopera-
tion (COMSTECH). Per-
tinent to mention that 
its mission is to help strengthen the 
individual and collective capacity of 
OIC member states in science and 
technology through mutual cooper-
ation, collaboration, and networking 
of resources. 

The domain of health is an im-
portant sector amongst the various 
areas identified for joint Islamic ac-
tion in the Ten Year Programme of 
Action (TYPOA). The TYPOA, Islamic 
Summit Conferences, Islamic Con-
ferences of Health Ministers and the 
Council of Foreign Ministers, place 
special emphasis on programmes 
and activities, with the involvement 
of WHO and relevant international 
organizations, for combating dis-
eases and epidemics, strengthening 
child health and eradication of polio 
and summit will provide an opportu-
nity to further devise strategies for 
combating  healthcare challenges.

The forum will likely to discuss, 
growing tensions and instability in 
various regions of the world, the in-
tensifying protracted conflicts, and 
deceitful deliberate attempts to tar-
nish the sacred image of Islam and 
to undermine the Muslim world’s 

peaceful coexistence with other cul-
tures and religions, it is more im-
perative than ever to project to the 

international community the true 
humanistic nature and tolerance of 
Islam. 

On humanitarian grounds, The 
discussions between the represen-
tatives to critically examine main 
humanitarian policy and operational 
priorities for 2022 focused on hu-
manitarian activities in Afghanistan, 
the Sahel, the Horn of Africa, Rohing-
yas of Myanmar and the Middle East .

The challenges of environmen-
tal degradation and climate change 
are assuming increasing significance 
for OIC countries. The OIC General 
Secretariat and the OIC institutions 
have accordingly stepped up their 
activities and programmes in these 
areas. 

Likewise OIC Water Vision will 
also be another key agenda of dis-
cussion.  The OIC Water Vision was 
adopted by the Conference of Min-
isters Responsible for Water held 
in Istanbul in March 2012. The OIC 
Water Vision gives a brief overview 
of the diverse water environments 
across the OIC countries and the dif-
ferent dimensions of water related 
challenges being faced by them. It 

recognizes the critical role of the OIC 
in promoting cooperation among 
Member States on water-related is-

sues and its ability 
to bring together 
expertise from di-
verse countries 
with unique water 
characteristics. 

 The body will 
further look into 
the major develop-
ments of OIC Green 
technology Blue 
Print: The OIC Gen-
eral Secretariat is 
coordinating close-
ly with COMSTECH 
for the preparation 
of the OIC Blue Print 
on Green Technolo-
gies.

Moving ahead, 
peaceful applica-
tions of nuclear 
energy: In collabo-
ration with the IDB 
and IAEA, the OIC 
General Secretariat 
is pursuing projects 

for the strengthening and establish-
ment of cancer radiotherapy facili-
ties in the OIC member States from 
Africa, where cancer has become one 
of the major causes of death. Simi-
lar projects are being considered for 
Asia.

Likewise, projects on isotope 
hydrology and mosquito steriliza-
tion are being pursued in earnest in 
collaboration with the IDB and IAEA. 
These projects highlight the poten-
tial of regional cooperation in tack-
ling the challenges of disease, access 
to safe drinking water and other de-
velopmental issues.  

To conclude, the OIC-CFMs will 
further boost Pakistan’s posture in 
the global geopolitical and geostrate-
gic affairs. It will also assist to close-
ly engage with the member states to 
further establish its inter-state level 
relations. One of the key advantages 
is global outreach of Pakistan. The 
event to an extent may also serve as 
precursor to address the domestic 
constraints of the country. For Paki-
stan the summit may prove a hall-
mark of its policy/ goals attainment 
vis-à-vis Pakistan. 
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Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) is an intergovern-
mental organization of eight 
regional countries i.e., China, 

Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan and 
India. The two subcontinental states 
became members of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization in June 
2017. The inclusion of Pakistan and 
India contributed toward qualita-
tively strengthening the Organiza-
tion in terms of broadening its scope. 
The liberal school of thought sug-
gests that if the interests of the mem-
bers of an institution are similar to 
one another, the institution may help 

them cooperate in achieving some 
degree of peace and security in the 
shared region. Moreover, in the age of 
globalization, issues are not limited 
to a single nation; they are transna-
tional in nature, and therefore, need 
regional and international respons-
es. This increases the importance of 
regional and international organiza-
tions. However, SCO is also seen as an 
organization of rivals that have more 
often than not competing interests in 
the Eurasian region. 

Although all the member states 
of SCO may agree on the basic ob-
jectives of the organization, that is, 
countering the three evils of extrem-

ism, terrorism, and separatism, their 
interpretation of these threats may 
be different, if not contrary to each 
other. Moreover, bilateral disputes 
among some of the member states 
are not discussed, let alone resolved, 
in the SCO setup. Therefore, the prin-
ciples that the charter of this Organi-
zation promotes, i.e. mutual respect 
for sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of member states are difficult to 
follow in the real world, where states 
tend to have competing interests. 

India may take advantage of 
SCO platform to undermine the posi-
tion of Pakistan on terrorism and the 
Jammu and Kashmir issue. However, 

Pakistan and India’s Membership in SCO:
Implications for Bilateral Cooperation

Riaz A. Khokhar
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Pakistan has successfully dealt with 
the menace of terrorism on its own 
territory, but it continues to face the 
challenge of cross-border terrorism 
as well as the support that Balochi 
insurgents receive through the west-
ern border from Indian intelligence 
agencies working there. It is no 
empty propaganda. One of In-
dia’s serving senior naval officers, 
Kulbhushan Yadav, is in Pakistan’s 
custody who confessed to Indian 
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) 
involvement in terrorism across Pa-
kistan and fomenting insurgency in 
Balochistan province in particular. 
Moreover, the presence of some of 

the fugitive elements of the Tehr-
ik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the 
Islamic State in Afghanistan pose 
threats to Pakistan and the whole re-
gion in general.

Thus, it is in the great interest 
of Islamabad to seek the coopera-
tion of the regional countries at the 
SCO forum in tackling the threat of 
cross-border terrorism. The partici-
pation of the regional countries in the 
annual military drills is the right step 
toward sharing each other’s count-
er-terrorism tactics, strategies, and 
experiences. As regards the Kashmir 
issue, it is not Islamabad alone that 
is pointing out India’s state oppres-
sion against the Kashmiri freedom 
fighters. 

The United Nations Human 
Rights Commission’s report in 2018 
about New Delhi’s tactics in Kash-
mir28 also reveals crimes the Indian 
military is committing in suppress-

ing the legitimate freedom struggle 
of the Kashmiris. Islamabad can raise 
its voice in SCO meetings, as it does 
in the United Nations, against the 
Indian oppression of Kashmiris. Pa-
kistan also works with Russia, China, 
Central Asian republics, besides Iran 
and Afghanistan in countering the 
religious militancy and the threat of 
terrorism by the Islamic State. 

Thus, by joining SCO, Pakistan 
can contribute substantially toward 
securing peace and stability in the 
Eurasian region Pakistan’s and In-
dia’s membership of SCO has indeed 
widened the scope of the Organiza-
tion in countering transnational ter-

rorism, separatism and extremism, 
and tackling the other regional chal-
lenges of climate change and human 
development. 

It also has the potential to ex-
pand economic cooperation among 
the regional countries. This article, 
however, proposed that member 
states need to match the goals and 
principles of SCO with the nature of 
bilateral relations among the mem-
ber states. Though institutional lib-
erals rightly state that the regional 
institutions promote harmony of 
interest and expand cooperation 
among neighboring countries, this 
premise has limitations. SCO is con-
sidered by many analysts as a group-
ing of rival states with competing 
ideologies and ambitions. 

Pakistan and India have their 
own set of motivations, often com-
peting, with regard to joining the 
SCO. As for the territorial disputes, 

though the Charter claims that the 
member states would adhere to 
the principles of mutual respect for 
sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty, the incessant border skirmishes 
between India and Pakistan along 
the LoC, suggest the practice does 
not conform to set standards. While 
the claim by the (neo)functional-
ist theorists of the liberal school of 
thought holds ground that economic 
interdependence generates cooper-

ation and leads to peace, the prem-
ise flounders in the case of Pakistan 
and India.  The history suggests, the 
nature of leadership in both New 
Delhi and Islamabad, the econom-
ic strength of Pakistan and the level 
of legitimacy its government enjoys, 
and equally importantly, the impor-
tance of Pakistan in the shifting glob-
al political order would play a more 
significant role in encouraging India 
to hold dialogue with Pakistan on all 
outstanding issues.

The liberal school of 
thought suggests that if 

interests of the members 
of an institution are 

similar to one another, 
the institution may help 
them cooperate with one 
another and help achieve 
some degree of peace and 

security in the shared 
region. Moreover, in 

the age of globalization, 
issues are not limited 

to a single nation; they 
are transnational in 

nature, and therefore, 
need regional and 

international responses, 
that increases the 

importance of regional 
and international 

organizations. However, 
SCO is also seen as an 
organization of rivals 

that have more often than 
not competing interests in 

the Eurasian region



24 / Melange  March 2022

International Perspective

Artificial intelligence is be-
coming one of the defining 
technologies of 21st century. 
Today AI is being deployed 

in health care systems, financial trad-
ing, translation and transportation 
and military technology massive-
ly. The technology and terminology 
“artificial intelligence” are not the 
product of 21st century, rather the 
term was coined in 1956 at Dart-
mouth summer workshop organized 
to develop thinking machines. How-
ever, there is no single definition of 
this technology, thus is quite difficult 
to define. According to a definition 
proposed by European Commission, 
artificial intelligence (AI) is a system 
with capability to achieve given goal 
by acting physically or digitally, after 
perceiving their environment by in-
terpreting the structured or unstruc-
tured data, reasoning the knowledge 
derived from this data and deciding 
the best actions to perform the giv-
en goal. This definition identifies 
the capability to perceive, interpret 
and reason as the pre-requisites for 
AI enabled systems. Due to its ca-
pability of intelligence monitoring, 
reconnaissance, target recognition, 
communication and navigation, au-
tomated command and control, pre-
cision strikes, AI enable systems are 
becoming necessary for militaries. 
Artificial intelligence is not a stand-
alone technology, rather enhances or 
adds new features when integrated 
into military systems. AI’s integra-
tion into military systems is a dou-
ble edge sword. On the one hand it 
is improving the existing systems by 

provid- ing pre-
c i - sion, 

in-
t e l - l i -
g e n c e , detection, 
and decision-making tools, on the 
other hand it is increasing risks and 
vulnerabilities for the existing struc-
tures and systems.

Most of the research related to 
AI in military systems is associated 
with their contribution as catalyst 
in offensive or defensive operations. 
However, one less discussed fact in 
this regard is the security of the ar-
tificial intelligence-based systems. 
Today artificial intelligence is used 
in missile defence and reconnais-
sance, which enhances the target 
recognition, image and pattern rec-
ognition and trajectory calculation. 
Moreover, it can also assist in anal-
ysis of damage effects. Enhanced 

intelligence and trajectory calcula-
tions will assist states in more guid-
ed and precision strikes. All these 
technological developments reveal 
that artificial intelligence is enabling 
states to gather massive information 
and processing it to achieve desired 
objectives. However, artificial intel-
ligence does not exist in vacuum. It 
is essential to recognize that all the 
data amassed, processed and utilized 
with the help of artificial intelligence 
needs protection and security. More-
over, besides data, machines and 
their algorithms also need to work 
effectively to avoid manipulation and 
breach.  This brings us to the point 
that though artificial intelligence is 
a necessity for national security of 
states and is largely adopted world-
wide, this technology also needs to 
be secured against cyber-attacks. To 
protect such systems, it is necessary 
that states build resilience against 
them. It is necessary that AI systems 
should be protected from cyber-at-
tacks and whole infrastructure of 
state must have cyber resilience.

With increased dependence on 
information technology and rapid 
digitization of systems, term cyber 
security gained momentum. Howev-
er, these systems not only need to be 
securitized but they should be resil-
ient against the threats. Cyber resil-
ience is the ability of the system to 
operate during an attack and achieve 
a minimum level of operationaliza-
tion while responding to an attack. 
It also enables system to develop a 
back-up system that works in case of 
attack. Cyber resilience is a step for-

Artificial Intelligence without
Cyber Resilience in South Asia

Ahyousha Khan
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ward from cyber security because it 
not only ensures the security of sys-
tem, but also identifies the threats 
to it and then proposes the system 
that could work amidst such attacks. 
Most military systems are resilient 
against kinetic attacks because re-
silience and survivability go hand in 
hand. But, with modernizations in 
military it is necessary that state’s 
cyber networks which are working 
on artificial intelligence must be re-
silient against kinetic and non-kinet-
ic attack.

Today states are in race to use 
the AI in their military systems to 
achieve maximum military gains and 
denying their adversary the same. 
Situation is not so different in South 
Asia where two nuclear rivals of the 
region are paving the way towards 
use of artificial intelligence for mil-
itary purposes. India has developed 
Center for Artificial Intelligence and 
Robotics (CAIR) in DRDO, with the 
aim to develop AI within the mili-
tary systems to improve geograph-
ical information system technology, 
decision support systems and object 
detection and mapping. Moreover, 
companies like Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL) are already in the pro-
cess of developing and incorporat-
ing AI into military equipment. This 
includes AI-enabled patrol robot 
developed by BEL built in the hope 
to be utilized by the Indian military. 
Moreover, in 2019 India’s Gen. Bip-
in Rawat said adversary in north is 
spending huge amount on AI and cy-
ber warfare, so we cannot be left be-
hind in this race. It is mostly project-
ed by the Indian policy makers and 
many international scholars that In-
dia is facing adversaries at two fronts 

( C h i n a - Pa k i -
stan), to justify 
India’s military 
e x p e n d i t u r e 
and modern-
ization. How-
ever, recent-
ly, events like 
Galwan Valley 
clash evidently 
exposed that 
India’s military 
capabilities are 
mostly against 
Pakistan. More-

over, South Asia’s security dynamics 
are heavily characterized by the ac-
tion-reaction chain. To avoid secu-
rity dilemma vis-à-vis India, Paki-
stan would also invest in AI. At the 
moment Pakistan has also started 
working towards achieving expertise 
in AI. In 2019 President of Pakistan 
launched PIAIC with focus on devel-

opment of skills in AI to strength-
en economy and defence systems. 
Moreover, there are centers like Na-
tional Center of Artificial Intelligence 
and Department of Robotics and In-
telligent Machine Learning  in NUST, 
which are working to improve AI 
based knowledge in Pakistan. Be-
sides that Pakistan recently launched 
a program named “Digital Pakistan” 
to increase access and connectivity, 
digital infrastructure, e-government, 
digital skilling and training and in-
troduce innovation and entrepre-
neurship.

There are many studies done 
on the implications of AI on nuclear 
deterrence and strategic stability in 
South Asia. These studies highlight 
that due to prevalent asymmetry in 
conventional military build-up, in-

troduction of AI into military tech-
nology would worsen the already 
fragile deterrence stability of the 
region. This assumption is based on 
the argument that due to AI in recon-
naissance systems, high-level intelli-
gence collection would affect the sur-
vivability of nuclear weapons, which 
is based on diversification and con-
cealment. However, AI would also 
enable both states to have more re-
sponse options in a short time with 
the help of decision-making tools in 
case of crisis, especially in aerial bat-
tle.

Moreover, both states are mov-
ing towards the massive digitaliza-
tion of their military systems and 
society without building cyber resil-
ient systems. Resilience can be built 
against the vulnerabilities like human 
factor, massive speed of the systems, 
protection and storage of data and 
advanced persistent threats (ATPs). 
Artificial intelligence-based systems 
must be incorporated in societies and 
militaries along with mechanisms to 
strengthen the cyber security sys-
tems. A front runner in AI like US 
has also expressed concerns over the 
need for modern equipment to oper-
ate on “internet-like networks” and 
subsequent increased vulnerabilities 
due to their applicability. Therefore, 
military modernization can happen 
effectively through cyber resiliency 
in military systems, network pro-
cesses and cyber architecture. Cyber 
resilient system would enable state 
to develop a system that would re-
main functional during a phishing at-
tack. Steps like cyber deception, agil-
ity and clone defense could increase 
resilience in the existing systems. 
This is important to understand in 
already lacking strategic stability, 
military systems based on artificial 
intelligence would be an ideal target 
of AI advanced persistent threats in 
South Asia.

Therefore, as the process of 
digitalization is increasing in Paki-
stan-India equation, it is also becom-
ing very important that both states 
should develop resilience in their 
cyber systems so that the technolo-
gies could give them advantage rath-
er than becoming a security peril for 
them.

The process of 
digitalization is increasing 
in Pakistan-India equation, 

it is also becoming very 
important that both states 

should develop resilience in 
their cyber systems so that 
the technologies could give 

them advantage rather 
than becoming a security 

peril for them
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The term ‘realpolitik’ has 
rarely defined a relationship 
between two nations more 
accurately than one shared 

among Pakistan and Russia. On the 
individual level, the two nations 
could not be more unique from each 
other. They are being in two dis-
tinctly separate parts of the world, 
varying in all aspects of race, caste, 
and creed among their populations. 
However, when observed under the 
scope of an international lens, one 
would slowly discover a spider web 
with each thread being connected to 
every significant development in re-
cent history. 

Russia being the global super-
power it has been, ever since its USSR 
days and long before, finds itself ev-
er-linked to the unique geo-strate-
gically located and relatively young 
country Pakistan. Since its inception, 
Pakistan has been under the western 
juggernaut that has often played an 
active role in the future trajectory 
of its foreign relations. Pakistan and 
Russia have seen each other as allies 
as well as critical deterrents on many 

occasions. 
However, what makes this rela-

tion a treat to study for any ‘realpo-
litik’ enthusiast would be its excep-
tional dynamics. Both states do not 
share any long-standing historical 
synergetic relations built on trade 
and trust like Pakistan has with Chi-
na, nor did the countries pose any 
preceding threat to each other’s’ na-
tional security like Pakistan adopted 
with India right from its inception. 
The ever-vibrant dynamic between 
the two states has been shaped by 
one thing and one thing only, nation-
al interest.

First Contact
The moment Pakistan and India 
achieved their independence in 
1947, they appeared on the radar of 
the then two competing giants, the 
United States (US) and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
and their ensuing ‘Cold War.’ As both 
sides were actively looking to recruit 
allies, the emergence of two new 
countries on the globe was an oppor-
tunity not to be wasted. As expected, 

in 1950, Prime Minister Liaquat Ali 
Khan found himself with a decision 
that could shape the nation’s fore-
seeable trajectory. He received an 
invitation from both USA and USSR. 

While the invitations were just 
a simple proposal inviting the Prime 
Minister for a visit, it was evident 
what consequences would ensue ac-
cepting either one. The Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan ‘picked his poison,’ 
it was to be the side of capitalism in 
the USA. Despite the very public re-
jection, the USSR chose not to take it 
‘personally.’ They continued trying to 
woo Pakistan in the following years. 
Even the infamous U2 incident, 
where Pakistan was revealed to be 
assisting the USA in spying on USSR 
territories, was not enough to deter 
their efforts.

Even actively assisting India 
by providing them with military as-
sistance in weaponry did not stop 
them from mediating a treaty after 
the 1965 war. The USSR also helped 
Pakistan to construct a steel mill 
in 1970 in Karachi; however, their 
sense of goodwill had  its limitations. 

Emerging PAKISTAN-RUSSIA Relations: 
Challenges and Way Forward
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Pakistani soon witnessed the reper-
cussions of the decision Liaquat Ali 
Khan made in 1950. During the 1971 
war, while Pakistan’s ally the USA 
held back, the USSR having allied 
with India did not. This ultimately 
culminated in the separation of East 
and West Pakistan, and Bangladesh 
came into existence. 

Stepping out of the shadows
Interestingly still, even for the fol-
lowing years, Pakistan tried to keep 
it as neutral as possible. Trying its 
best not to place itself directly be-
tween the two conflicting foes and 
balancing both sides to the best of 
its abilities. However, this plan was 
soon made obsolete when the Sovi-
ets launched a full-scale invasion of 
Afghanistan. The USA could not af-
ford to get away with this and was 
desperate to intervene. While it 
found itself on the opposite end of 
the world from Afghanistan, its im-
mediate neighbour Pakistan was its 
only hope being the ‘most allied ally,’ 
it was. 

Pakistan also saw the threat as 
it would have been most likely the 
next target after Afghanistan and de-
cided to step into the limelight final-
ly. What followed were the infamous 
‘ghost wars’ as immortalized by 
Steve Coll. The result was a humiliat-
ing defeat suffered by the USSR and 
its eventual breakdown into separate 
states. What remained was Russia, 
which many would expect to bear a 
searing hatred towards Pakistan for 
the part it played in its downfall, but 
that was not the case. As previous-
ly mentioned, the Russians kept it 
strictly ‘just business.’

While the Russians kept using 
their power to Veto the Kashmir is-
sue away from Pakistan in the United 
Nations, it was not because of some 
want of revenge but because India 
was the largest market for Russian 
defense equipment, and they needed 
to rebuild better and stronger than 
before. In 2001 after the terrorist at-
tack on the Indian Parliament, there 
was a standoff between the two nu-
clear-armed nations. However, the 
President of Russia, Vladimir Vlad-
imirovich Putin, offered to mediate 
between the two sides, which Paki-
stan welcomed. Pakistan and Russia 

both find themselves a part of The 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO), and relations have been on a 
steady incline for the recent past.

Bygones be Bygones
Mutual Cooperation towards col-
lective growth seems to be a policy 
shared by the two, especially in re-
cent years. Ever since China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping revealed the BRI proj-
ect in 2013, Pakistan-Russia realized 
that their national interest would be 
best served in looking towards the 
rising east rather than the declining 
west. One area where considerable 
progress has been made is defense 
cooperation. Multiple joint military 
exercises have been conducted in 
both countries, with a ‘Defense Coop-
eration Agreement’ signed in 2018. 
In 2017 Pakistan even received four 
MI-35 attack helicopters from Russia 

for $153 million.
In 2021 an agreement for the 

implementation of the Pakistan 
Stream Gas Pipeline Project (PSGP) 
was also signed, a $2.5 billion agree-
ment, which had been lagging since 
2015. Pakistan, being a developing 
country, especially expecting an in-
creased demand with the completion 
of China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), needs to fulfil its increasing 
energy demands. The PSGP will be 
expected to provide an annual gas 
capacity of 12.4 billion cubic meters. 
In 2021 the collective trade between 
the countries saw a record growth of 
nearly $600 million. 

Future Trajectory
Imran Khan’s recent trip to Russia 
was a significant statement at a glob-
al level. Being the first trip by a Pa-
kistani Prime Minister in 23 years, 
its reception on the Russian side was 
positive. The imagery of Imran Khan 
and President Putin sitting next to 
each other was a strong message 
considering it was coming right at 
the onset of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
signals the end of the USA’s era as 
‘leader of the free World’.  Both Pa-
kistan and Russia’s leaders, having 
just come from meeting with China’s 
President Xi Jinping in Beijing, may 
highlight that world powers such as 
Russia, China, and Pakistan are unit-
ed aimed geo-economic interests. 
The global political sphere has shift-
ed away from the US’s unipolarity to 
a multipolar setting. Furthermore, 
with The Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) project nearing completion 
and more countries becoming a 
part of it, it is evident that Pakistan 
and Russia’s national interests have 
aligned in the foreseeable future.

     In 2021 an agreement for 
the implementation of the 

Pakistan Stream Gas Pipeline 
Project (PSGP) was also signed, 
a $2.5 billion agreement, which 

had been lagging since 2015. 
Pakistan, being a developing 
country, especially expecting 

an increased demand with the 
completion of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
needs to fulfil its increasing 
energy demands. The PSGP 

will be expected to provide an 
annual gas capacity of 12.4 

billion cubic meters. In 2021 
the collective trade between the 
countries saw a record growth

of nearly $600 million
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Diplomatic Corner

Considering the geographi-
cal importance of Pakistan 
and India, both are nuclear 
states having strong armed 

forces and vast natural resources. It 
can be viewed that any contention 
be that minor or significant, threat-
ening vibe or a hostility, could bring 
in the mutually assured destruction 
of both the states, particularly the 
region in general. Pakistan’s role 
and significance in War on Terror 
(WOT) made it the only dependable 
and reliable country globally as it 
has emerged from a victim to a vic-
tor. The contentions between India 
and Pakistan are keenly observed by 
the world, especially the provocative 
stances that are being driven by the 
radical ideology of Hindutva. It has 
been 70 years since the division of 
the subcontinent and the creation 
of Pakistan. However, Pakistan and 
India have been unable to resolve 
the disputes that have marred their 
relationship, making South Asia 
the flashpoint or the world’s most 
vulnerable region. The two nucle-
ar-weapon states have fought sever-
al wars for the unresolved agendas of 
independence, making it unviable to 
seek the options of development and 
cooperation. There have been high 
points, and low points and expecta-
tions have been distorted since the 
Indian National Congress (INC) came 
at the helm of affairs from 2004 to 
2013, and after Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) took over in 2014. 

After the triumph of the BJP 

in the 16th Lok 
Sabha elections 
and Narendra Mo-
di’s appointment 
as Prime Minister 
of India, Pakistan 
attempted to open 
another chapter of 
bilateral talks with 
India. Pakistan’s 
repeated overtures 
for peace were in-
validated by occur-
rences of unjustifi-
able breach of the 
ceasefire over the LOC in past. 

Trans regional trade, economic 
and social development are the main 
areas of convergence between the 
two states however, the BJP’s rapid 
nuclear development, unprecedent-
ed arms buildup, making India the 
biggest arms importer, excluding Pa-
kistan from the affairs of South Asia 
and the policy of exclusion towards 
the minorities particularly Mus-
lims since the passing of Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and National 
Register of Citizens (NRC) in 2019 
and unilateral decisions regarding 
Kashmir, further blur the region-
al collaboration and cooperation of 
both the countries.

BJP, under the leadership of Na-
rendra Modi, has been attracting a 
large number of vote banks of victo-
ries in state assembly elections. Even 
after Modi was reinstated in 2019, it 
can be analyzed that India is shifting 
to such an ideologically driven posi-

tion where anti-Muslim rhetoric is 
applauded that too in terms of “Paki-
stan” and “Muslim” being used synon-
ymously. Under the leadership of Na-
rendra Modi, India possesses some 
very unfortunate social restrictions, 
vigilant assaults on Muslim commu-
nities inside India on the pretext of 
fake allegations, an aggressive for-
eign policy directed to Pakistan and 
a rigorous global campaign meant to 
sideline Pakistan and futile attempts 
to declare it as a failed state. Media 
has also come to favor Hindutva and 
BJP. The proponents of pluralism are 
unheard, and they are mostly seen as 
well-wishers and supporters of the 
Muslim community. Secular India is 
facing totalitarianism versus democ-
racy.

The situation that is current-
ly prevailing in India, regarding its 
threatening postures against Paki-
stan, unilateral abrogation of Kash-
mir’s special status emerges as an 

An Impact Assessment of Hindutva on
PAKISTAN-INDIA RELATIONS

Zukhruf Amin
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effect of the deeply embedded nexus 
between the radical Hindu outfits 
of Hindutva ideology, that are now 
united under the umbrella of ruling 
BJP government and the Indian army. 
This axis of evil is not only a threat 
to Pakistan but to the regional sta-
bility as a whole. Under Modi’s rule, 

Pakistan-India relations have deteri-
orated because his government has 
projected hawkish, discriminatory, 
and aggressive policies toward Pa-
kistan, particularly Muslims within 
India. The diplomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and India have been 
strained under the Modi regime with 
heavy force deployment in Illegally 
Indian Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. The current strategy of BJP is 
to sideline Pakistan in regional and 
global affairs.

In the last decade, Modi’s gov-
ernment and Pakistan’s bilateral re-
lations are defined by the unresolved 
Kashmir issue, arms buildup, dis-
pute over water resources, the use 
of psychological and hybrid warfare, 
and the indirect threats and warn-
ing to India. The mass atrocities in 
Occupied Kashmir at the hands of 

Indian forces have multiplied man-
ifolds. Thousands have been killed, 
including women and children who 
have been raped and abused. The 
involvement of India’s Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW) and funding to 
different spoilers for the violent at-
tacks in Pakistan is an accepted fact 
by Kulbushan Yadev.

BJP is controlling the epicentre 
at New Delhi and all the other central 
offices of the government. People like 
Ajit Doval, former IB Chief and San-
jive Tripathy, the former RAW Chief, 
former Army Chief and creator of 
Technical Support Division (TDS) VK 
Singh are some of the spoilers that 
work for BJP. TDS is a well-known 
unauthorized terrorist department 
of the Indian army that focuses on 
creating instability inside Pakistani. 

Maharashtra NavnirmanSena, a 
Maharashtra-based Hindutva asso-
ciation, is consistently engaged with 
assaulting outlets offering Pakistani 
items and undermining Pakistani 
craftsmen and sportsmen. Hardlin-
er Hindutva sanctuaries like Bajrang 
Dal and Vishwa Hindu Parishad are 
actively engaged in defaming and 
attacking Muslims. Similarly, several 
spoilers are working at the behest of 
BJP against Pakistan. Press Trust of 
India reported that a minister, name-
ly Subramanian Swamy, belonging to 
BJP, claimed that “it is time to wage 
war against Pakistan. If not waging 
it now, homework should at least 
be started”. India’s National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval openly regarded 
BJP’s stance of “India-ness”. During 
a speech at Sastra University, blam-
ing Pakistan of the Mumbai attacks 

in 2008, he stated that “you do one 
more Mumbai attack, you lose Ba-
lochistan.” Such appointments and 
irresponsible statements confirm 
that Modi’s anti-Pakistan agenda is 
not just limited to his electoral cam-
paigns but at the helm of affairs, with 
a staunch anti-Pakistan team serving 
as the lead of National Security Team. 
A survey by American fact-tank Pew 
Research Center in 2017 published 
a report stating that 64% of Indians 
have a ‘very unfavourable’ perspec-
tive about Pakistan, an increase of 
9% from the previous year. 

BJP’s Hindutva ideology and 
Modi’s affiliation with right-wing 
Hindu nationalist groups, i.e., Rash-
triya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), have 
negatively impacted Indian domestic 
politics and Indian offensive strategy 
towards Pakistan and regional states. 
Communal violence and anti-Muslim 
rhetoric have escalated. Additionally, 
Indian forceful stance against Mus-
lims and Pakistan is evident in BJP’s 
foreign policy footprint. There is a 
need for the BJP government to leave 
the RSS outlook for internal amica-
bility and peace with regional states. 
The ultranationalist rhetoric is like 
a double-edged weapon threatening 
India’s internal security and region-
al stability. India should thus avoid 
such offensive postures to maintain 
the region’s peace and security. Paki-
stan and India’s geopolitical, regional 
and bilateral relations need to be in 
sync if peace and harmony flourish 
in South Asia. Such a situation needs 
charismatic and robust leadership 
and a change in the attitudes and 
perceptions of the populace.
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As the concerns about the 
fallout of the deteriorating 
security situation in Afghan-
istan grows in Pakistan, the 

protracted chaotic situation is ex-
pected to pose severe dilemmas and 
multiple challenges for Pakistan and 
the region. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan stated it would be a “worst-
case scenario for the country” while 
giving an interview to an American 
TV Channel. It is a stated reality that 
Pakistan’s security is inextricably 
tied to Afghanistan. Prolonged strife 
in its western neighbourhood will 
expose Pakistan to security threats 

that it has dealt with in the past. It is 
also expected to come at a high cost 
in lives and social and economic con-
sequences. For over four decades, Pa-
kistan has borne the brunt of war for 
being the frontline state in the War 
on Terror and conflict in Afghanistan, 
which produced grave repercussions 
for the former’s security, stability and 
economic development. The desta-
bilizing consequences of a looming 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan 
are too well known to be reiterated. 
More turmoil on Pakistan’s western 
frontier would mean the country will 
have to simultaneously deal with 

internal, regional and international 
challenges that would spiral into dif-
ferent sectors of the country.

There is the likelihood of Paki-
stan being faced with a serious threat 
to its stability if the current turmoil 
in Afghanistan spills over into its 
border areas. Pakistan has sought to 
minimize the threat level by speedily 
fencing up its border with Afghani-
stan so that any illegal or criminal ac-
tivity through the crossing points can 
be tracked. Border posts have been 
increased, which have strengthened 
the capacity of the Frontier Corps. 
While these measures are necessary, 
some elements also have a dilemma, 
taking advantage of the long border 
and the mountainous terrain, for en-
tering the country. 

Moreover, a chaotic situation 
across the border is expected to pro-
vide fertile ground and more space 
for host militant groups to create in-
stability. The principal threat comes 
from the Tehrik Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP), who are claimed to have their 
safe havens in Afghanistan and thus, 
they launch cross-border attacks 
from there. In recent times, a reuni-
fied TTP has reinforced its capacity. 
The TTP’s links continue with the Af-
ghan Taliban. TTP’s leader Noor Wali 
Mehsud reiterated his pledge of alle-
giance to the Afghan Taliban, stating 
that his militant group will continue 
its “war against Pakistan’s security 
forces”, and it aims to “take control 
of the border regions and make them 
independent.

Moreover, a surge in violence 

Chaos in Afghanistan
Threat to Internal Security of Pakistan
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in the bordering areas and partic-
ularly Balochistan, has led to rising 
casualties among Pakistani secu-
rity personnel in recent months. 
Armed groups residing in Afghani-
stan would threaten Pakistan with 
some making coalition with hostile 
elements who were defeated but 
dispersed after a series of success-
ful operations by Pakistani security 
forces. A UN report recently claimed 
that “a significant part of the Al-Qae-
da leadership is based along the Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan border” while 
ISIS-K or Daesh “remains active and 
dangerous”. The Pakistani leadership 

have repeatedly been calling out for 
the dire consequences of a chaotic 
situation in Afghanistan. In Baloch-
istan, there could be a further rise 
in violent attacks by the hostile ele-
ments funded by foreign intelligence 
agencies. Thus, Pakistan’s hard-won 
gains in its years’ long counterterror-
ism campaign could be put at stake. 
In an interview, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan stated that a civil war in 
Afghanistan would culminate into 
terrorism in Pakistan, thus embold-
ening TTP.

The impending Afghan crisis 
can also lead to a fresh refugee in-
flux into Pakistan, hosting three mil-
lion Afghan refugees for decades. It 
is worrisome that feeling Afghans 
would estimate of new refugees into 
Pakistan ranging from 500,000 to 
700,000. So, apart from working for 
more effective border controls, the 
government is working on a plan 
to establish camps near the border 
to prevent refugees from entering 
the mainland. It is because the sub-
stantial economic burden through 
the refugee influx would have an 

economic fallout that Pakistan also 
experienced in the past. Given how 
fragile and vulnerable the econo-
my is currently, the shock from a 
protracted situation next door and 
the threat of violence at home will 
jeopardize growth and investment 
prospects. This will place Pakistan as 
an area of instability which will re-
cede the trade and investment badly 
needed to achieve economic goals. 
In the recent past, Pakistan had to 
bear a loss worth billions of dollars 
in the aftermath of September 2001 
events when the ‘war on terror’ 
spilled over into the country’s bor-
der areas and cities.

Beyond this, the fragile situa-
tion can also lead to a regional proxy 
war, as it did in the past, but with 
more adverse consequences, which 
can draw in more countries already 
perceiving threats to their security. 
More regional states have securi-
ty concerns now than was the case 
during Afghanistan’s previous civil 
war after the Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan because of transnation-
al armed groups and foreign terror-
ist fighters who operate from there. 
They include ETIM, Daesh, IMU, TTP 
and of course, Al-Qaeda. There are 
also fears of fighters in Syria relocat-
ing to the region. A proxy war could 
trigger a regional geopolitical crisis 
of uncertain proportions that can 
threaten the prospects of regional 
connectivity. All this is predicated on 
a worst-case scenario of Afghanistan 
descending into chaos and civil war. 
It underlines the urgency of regional 
and international diplomatic efforts 
to avert such an outcome.
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Domestic help is the largest 
source of employment with 
women and children as key 
players in underdeveloped 

countries like Pakistan, despite of 
being an informal sector. This is one 
of the oldest source of employment 
as we see domestic helps in the old-
est of the civilizations that ever exist-
ed on the face of earth. 

It is no secret that domestic 
workers work overtime, are under-
paid and often mistreated. Despite 
of employer’s acute dependence on 
the employee, the employer doesn’t 
believe the employee is an equal hu-
man being and treats the employ-
ment as a favor to the employee. To 
treat the domestic workers with re-
spect means to pay them minimum 
wage rate and not just the polite con-
versation. 

Trapped in the vicious circles of 
poverty and illiteracy, many people 
have no choice but to work as a do-

mestic help in cleaning, cooking and 
caregiving in other’s houses. This job 
is easy to get, does not need any ed-
ucation, skill or documentation but 
it brings in so many disadvantages 
with it like long working hours, low 
pay, limited social and legal protec-
tion. 

About 8.5 million people are en-
gaged in domestic services according 
to International Labor Organization 
(ILO). However this number is also 
not registered one. The interesting 
point in domestic services is that 
both employee and employer are 
women. Here the relationship of em-
ployee-employer is gender free, but 
is developed on the basis of class and 
social difference. Patriarchy denotes 
the role of a woman is a caretaker and 
a homemaker and thus this domes-
tic service is outsourced to another 
woman. Men and women of upper 
and middle-class community benefit 
from the labor of domestic workers 

which is highly undervalued and un-
derpaid type of labor. One of the cons 
of this labor is it’s occurrence in a 
household - a personal space of the 
employer – which beings in the risk 
of precarious working environment 
exposed to exploitation and abuse 
and sometimes even unnoticed ha-
rassment. 

Types of Domestic workers in Pa-
kistan
In Pakistan, domestic workers are 
mainly females or children. Anoth-
er subcategory of domestic labor is 
bonded labor where children under 
14 years of age are employed under 
a debt bondage. According to an ILO 
study, almost 264000 children are 
working under the debt bondage 
where nothing is paid to them and 
their services are a payback to the 
debt their parents have taken years 
ago. The amount of debt would be 
minimal but the years of services, in-
clusive of emotional abuse and over-
time work goes on for decades. 

The work is further classified as 
live-in and live-out (specifying day 
based or task specific employment 
type). According to the Labor Force 
Survey 2019, there are 0.46 million 
domestic workers in Pakistan out of 
which 0.364 million are task based 
and all others are live-in where they 
work without task and time bound-
aries. According to ILO, this is the 
worst kind of employment where a 
child is working under a debt bond-
age, tirelessly, day and night and lives 
a confined life in the premises of em-
ployer. 

From The Unheard - Protecting the Rights
of Domestic Workers in Pakistan

Aisha Khaliq
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Until 2019-despite of its pop-

ularity- there is no legal framework 
established to protect the rights of 
domestic workers as this profession 
did not fall under the legal defini-
tion of a worker. Punjab Assembly 
in January 2019, passed the Domes-
tic Workers Act, which regulates the 
wages, provides health and security 
cards and some measures to avoid 
exploitation at workplace. However 
this law is still unenforced unfortu-
nately. 

The capitalist economy heavily 
depends upon the labor of working 
women especially engaged in the do-
mestic work. Women contribute the 
major portion of labor force in case 
economy and they receive minimal 
acknowledgement against their ser-
vices. This strengthens the capitalist 
loop of exploitation. The increasing 
economic inequality forces women 
to engage themselves in risky work 
environments for a minimal wage 
rate. They have to choose between 
the basic life necessities or the work 
environment, so they choose the life 
necessities and comprise on the ex-
ploitative working conditions/envi-
ronments. 

Local domestic workers union is 
also formed and is operative 
in some cities of Pakistan, 
which gather the domes-
tic workers on some local 
points and let the workers 
share their economic griev-
ances. The union leaders 
there, actively take part in 
registering the members 
through an Android app 
launched by Punjab Em-
ployee Social Security In-
stitute (PESSI). This app 
registers and issues social 
security cards on priority 
basis. Although, the work is 
slow, but in start the prog-
ress of every movement is slow. 

Although better than having 
nothing in place, the idea of an on-
line regulatory system for domestic 
workers does not sound as promis-
ing as it should, considering the socio 
economic condition of the workers 
it is made for. Many domestic work-
ers strive for third time’s meal, and 
having access to android phones and 
technology plus education to feed 

the relevant information is far from 
their approach. They are perhaps 
the most stressed part of our society. 
Many domestic workers lack access 
to information about their rights 

only, and they don’t believe the sys-
tem even if they have the informa-
tion. This disbelief is a must, looking 
at the non-compliance of Domestic 
Workers Act since January 2019. If 
the government wants to regulate 
the domestic workers in true sense, 
it must, in any case educate the work-
ers about their rights through small 
scale education hubs and complaint 
points where they can raise their 

voice and share their grievances on 
community levels to pull them out of 
invisibility.

It is important that the rights of 
domestic workers be regulated and 
enforced by law.  The bill passed in 
2019, which has not been enforced 
yet, seeks to enforce minimum wage 
rate for domestic workers, stops the 
employers to call the domestic work-
ers as “servants”. These little steps 
if enforced in real terms will help 
eradicate poverty and will bring in 
self confidence among the workers 
about their rights in the society. The 
minimum wage rate is Rs 20,000, 
and in case of violation, employers 
will pay a minimum fine of Rs 10000 
along with the difference between 
the amount paid and minimum wage 
rate. 

There will be a mandatory let-
ter of employment before a domestic 
worker is employed, specifying the 
tasks, terms and conditions, timing 
and wage amount, and no workers 
can be forced to work over and above 
what has been decided at the time of 
contract. The minimum age is set at 
16. 

Although delayed, this is en-
couraging to know that government 

is taking interests in pro-
tecting domestic workers 
across the country. As a 
first step, the government 
needs to announce and 
spread awareness about 
the existence of protection 
using media and engaged 
local unions in the cause. 
The first domestic workers 
union was registered in La-
hore in 2015, more need to 
be registered. Middle and 
elite class needs to be aware 
that they can no longer ex-
ploit poor class through the 
power of money and status. 

With the hope of implementa-
tion of this Domestic workers Act, we 
look forward to a better society with 
increased human rights and a bet-
ter economy, but hoping for the le-
gal enforcement is not all we should 
do. Charity begins at home, and after 
this read, let’s promise ourselves to 
be the best employers for the domes-
tic workers at our Homes. 
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On January 14th, 2022, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
launched the public version 
of the Pakistan’s first ever 

National Security Policy 2022-2026. 
He was of the view that now the 
country is headed towards the right 
direction. Earlier only one-dimen-
sional mindset prevailed in the coun-
try that Pakistan only needs military 
security, but the new security policy 
has defined the term ‘security’ in the 
right manner. It wants to co-locate 
Pakistan in evolving global trends 
by identifying the priorities and ob-
jectives of the policy under a fore-
seeable and prevalent regional and 
global environment.

The National Security Policy 
(NSP) has recognized both non-tra-
ditional and traditional aspects of 
the security or threats. However, the 
core of comprehensive national se-
curity is ‘economic security’ that any 
policy framework that is environ-
ment savvy would have done. The 

purpose is not to replace geopolitics 
by geo-economics but has insisted 
upon the complementing roles of 
both. It indicates that the stronger 
economy would result in a robust 
security by allotting more resourc-
es to defence and national security. 
The NSP appreciates the symbiotic 
relationship among traditional, hu-
man and economic security in an 
emerging environment that contains 
various centers of military and eco-
nomic power within the contemper-
ory global landscape that is moving 
towards multipolarity. It also recog-
nizes Pakistan’s proximity to global 
flashpoints, its geostrategic location, 
global competition which is some-
thing considered as our negative 
relevance to the global and regional 
power construct. The policy stress-
es upon looking forward approach 
and proactivity of the policy makers 
of the state. The policy would be a 
success if there are actionable steps 
that remain in step with the evolving 

global environment, improving our 
internal security, external relations 
and bringing societal harmony with-
in the state. 

However, the public version of 
the NSP does not provide details re-
garding the specifics of foreseeable 
and prevalent global, regional and 
domestic security environment; Na-
tional interest of Pakistan and the 
framework to protect them. Various 
other policies such as economic pol-
icy, internal policy, defence policy 
and foreign policy etc. would also 
be extracted from the mother docu-
ment and would contain greater de-
tail. This policy document provides 
an insight into the country’s na-

Contours of National Security Policy of 
Pakistan 2022-2026

The policy document 
reiterates that Pakistan 

would ensure its 
deterrence, defence, space 

and cyber-security and 
territorial integrity at all 

costs. It would defend 
any sort of aggression 

through FSD (Full 
Spectrum Deterrence) 

that also CSD (Credible 
Minimum Deterrence) 

without indulging in any 
arms race. This robust 
policy framework talks 
more openly about both 
non-conventional and 
conventional means of 
deterring the enemy
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tional security overall direction and 
vision. There is greater hope that the 
civil-military collaboration through 
which this document has been cre-
ated would have used rigorous ap-
proach in classifying the hierarchy 
of National purpose e.g., objectives, 
aims, interests etc. that NDU has 
been teaching to the generations of 
policy makers. 

Following are some the import-
ant takeaways from the document; 
Section I of the NSP is about the pro-
cess and the periodic review of NSP. 
The Section II explains in detail the 
concept, vision and principles of 
the National Security Policy for its 
successful implementation. There 
are six thematic sections followed 

by Section II. In the Section III poli-
cy guidelines and opportunities for 
national cohesion were identified. 
The details regarding securing the 
economic future of Pakistan by iden-
tifying opportunities and challenges 
were provided in Section IV. Defence 
and territorial integrity was dis-
cussed is Section V whereas Section 
VI deals with the internal security of 
the state. Foreign policy of Pakistan 
in emerging global framework was 
provided a huge space in Section VII. 
The last Section VIII was devoted to 
the human security.

The policy document reiterates 
that Pakistan would ensure its deter-
rence, defence, space and cyber-se-
curity and territorial integrity at all 

costs. It would defend any sort of ag-
gression through FSD (Full Spectrum 
Deterrence) that also CSD (Credible 
Minimum Deterrence) without in-
dulging in any arms race. This robust 
policy framework talks more open-
ly about both non-conventional and 
conventional means of deterring the 
enemy. It also emphasizes upon pro-
moting Positive reality of Pakistan. 
It reiterates that only vital interest 
of Pakistan is peaceful resolution of 
the Kashmir dispute. Furthermore, 
it stresses upon Pakistan’s econom-
ic ties and mutual cooperation with 
the GCC. It also focuses on building 
stronger relation with US though 
cooperation in trade, investment, 
counter-terrorism, intelligence co-
operation and security and leaving 
behind the camp politics. 

Overall, it is a very impressive 
document that covers various as-
pects of Pakistan’s National Securi-
ty. NSD (National Security Division) 
should be given the credit for putting 
something that was understood on 
a piece of paper in the form of offi-
cial policy. It would prove to be an 
engine to move forward and for put-
ting thoughts into action. It would 
be stimulating to see the operation-
alization of the policies presented in 
NSP-1.
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The metaverse is a hypothet-
ical virtual shared space 
created by the convergence 
of virtually enhanced physi-

cal reality and physically persistent 
virtual space, including the sum of 
all virtual worlds, augmented re-
ality, and the internet. The word 
“metaverse” is a portmanteau of the 
prefix “meta” (meaning beyond) and 
“universe” and is typically used to 
describe the concept of a future it-
eration of the internet, made up of 
persistent, shared, 3D virtual spaces 
linked into a perceived virtual uni-
verse.

The metaverse is the fourth 
wave of the internet. The first wave 
was the internet itself, the second 

wave was social media and the third 
wave was mobile. The metaverse will 
be powered by augmented reality 
(AR) and virtual reality (VR). It will 
change how we work, shop and play. 
Moreover, it will have a massive im-
pact on businesses. The metaverse is 
a shared virtual world that can be ac-
cessed using VR, AR or mobile devic-
es. It is a massive multiplayer online 
game, only more advanced and more 
immersive than anything we have 
seen before.

Metaverse: How is it different from 
the Internet?
In the 21st century, people are seek-
ing authenticity in their online in-
teractions. They want to connect in 

meaningful ways with other people 
— not just with computers or “bots.” 
The metaverse will create real hu-
man connections with real human 
emotions. Consumers will feel like 
they are part of something that ex-
tends beyond themselves yet still al-
lows them to be individuals within a 
group.

Within this vision, humans in-
teract with artificial intelligence pro-
grams via avatars. These avatars can 
interact with other avatars within 
virtual worlds. Today, the metaverse 
has many similarities with the inter-
net, including virtual social networks 
and online games. There are also 
differences between them — while 
the internet is primarily made up of 
words and numbers (with images 
and video becoming more common-
place), Neal Stephenson, in his novel 
Snow Crash, describes the metaverse 
as being primarily visual in nature 
and being a successor to the internet.

The Metaverse vs augmented real-
ity vs virtual reality
It is essential to understand that the 
metaverse is its own thing: not VR, 
not AR and not just an extension of 
the internet. In Virtual Reality envi-
ronments, we are entirely removed 
from our physical surroundings, 
whereas in Augmented Reality en-
vironments, the virtual content is 
overlaid on the physical world. In AR 
and VR, we experience these worlds 
through specialized hardware such as 

METAVERSE
A n d  t h e  N ex t  G e n e ra t i o n  o f  t h e  I n te r n e t
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headsets or augmented reality glass-
es. Nevertheless, in the metaverse, 
everything is experienced through a 
single ubiquitous device that has al-
ready penetrated most aspects of our 
lives — your smartphone. Metaverse 
also provides a persistent “global” 
space that anyone can access. We 
can say that metaverse is more like 
an extension of our current internet 
culture rather than something new 
altogether and it is built on top of ex-
isting technologies (such as AR and 
VR).

It should be noted that people 
and corporations are building the 
metaverse, so they can also predict 
what kinds of parties will have a 
stake in its development. Because of 
its complexity and the amount of ef-
fort needed to build it, the metaverse 
will most likely be built in phases, 
with different features being rolled 
out at different times.

Forces of the Metaverse
Here are three main forces that will 
likely shape the development of the 
metaverse:
i. The search companies:  The search 
companies (Google, Microsoft, Ya-
hoo) will want to build an “index” of 
the metaverse that makes it easy for 
people to find information and ex-
periences within it. They will likely 
compete to create better interfaces 
for navigating the metaverse.
ii. The game companies: Game devel-
opers may try to “colonize” portions 
of the metaverse with their virtual 
worlds, which they would then use 
as a platform for various games and 
virtual experiences.
iii. The advertising industry:  Adver-
tisers and marketers may try to build 
their worlds within the metaverse 
— shopping malls or theme parks 
where they could promote their 
brands or sell products directly to 
consumers.

Why should we be worried about 
the metaverse?
The most important thing to remem-
ber is that the metaverse will be a 
reflection of our own society, so all 
the problems that exist in our so-
ciety will likely exist there as well. 
Nevertheless, that does not mean we 

should ignore these problems. Many 
negative issues could potentially 
arise, and now is the time to start 
thinking about how they might be 
best addressed.

The metaverse is a living, 
breathing, human-controlled reality 
with its own rules and laws and so-
cial norms. It will demand attention, 
just like any other place on the plan-
et — and it might have the power to 
change life forever. There are some 
excellent reasons to be worried 
about the metaverse. Chief among 
them? It will become more accurate 
(or real) than a person can think.

The metaverse is not optional. 
One may not want to spend time in it, 
but one of the friends, family mem-
bers, or co-workers will — and they 
will tell about it. The metaverse will 
become part of our everyday lives 
whether we like it or not.

One can not escape the atten-
tion economy. The metaverse is driv-
en by a single fundamental force: the 
need for people’s attention, which 
companies will buy and sell at ev-
er-increasing prices. It is also seen 
in action with social media platforms 
like Facebook and Snapchat; soon, it 
will extend into every aspect of peo-
ple’s digital lives.

The metaverse is going to be-
come part of regular job. Some 
companies are already creating vir-
tual offices for their employees to 
use during telecommutes — places 
where people can meet up, collabo-
rate on projects and feel connected 
(and productive) even when they are 
in fact working remotely.

Metaverse and governments
While some people are attracted 
to the idea that a metaverse would 
render nation-states obsolete, there 
is no real reason why a metaverse 
would necessarily lead to the end of 
state power.

The world’s states are potent 
organizations and will not disappear 
any time soon. There are things that 
states can do that non-state actor 
cannot do, such as engaging in war-
fare. States have legal sovereignty 
and exclusive jurisdiction over their 
territories whereas non-state actors 
do not.

Metaverse companies and gov-
ernments can form a symbiotic rela-
tionship, where the government pro-
vides services such as infrastructure, 
security and access to markets while 
the companies provide products and 
services.

It is widely believed that the 
metaverse will be a centralized sys-
tem. However, the metaverse can be 
designed in such a way that it is de-
centralized and not directly run by 
any government.

A decentralized Metaverse will 
require a different kind of gover-
nance to ensure that it remains in 
working order. The metaverse would 
need to be governed by its users, 
with some rules enforced by smart 
contracts. For example, every user 
needs to have an account to register 
their identity and protect themselves 
from stolen information. Users could 
also choose whether or not they al-
low other users to see their location 
and other data points within the 
metaverse.

Suppose, a user feels that an-
other user has violated their privacy 
rights. In that case, the smart con-
tract can automatically issue the of-
fending user a warning, or even ban 
them from using the metaverse for 
a period of time until the issue has 
been resolved. Another issue with 
decentralization is security hacks 
and theft. A decentralized platform 
could use Proof-of-Stake (PoS) as a 
security mechanism and allow users 
to vote on any security issues.

What to expect?
The technology that enables the 
metaverse is still in its infancy. How-
ever, the infrastructure is coming 
together quickly. We can see glimps-
es of this future through games like 
Fortnite and Minecraft and virtual 
reality experiments like Tilt Brush, 
Google Blocks, and Quill. We are 
witnessing a real estate boom in the 
metaverse where a single piece of 
land can sell for 0.5 Ethereum.

Virtual worlds are only becom-
ing more realistic with every pass-
ing year. The metaverse will soon be 
here — and it is going to change the 
way we live forever.
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Since the 2014 crisis, Ukraine 
seems to be set on strengthen-
ing ties with Europe and with 
it joining the deep and compre-

hensive free trade areas in 2016, the 
whole country has access to parts of 
the EU single market, allowing goods 
and people to travel freely making 
them less dependent on Russia. In 
geographical context, Ukraine acts as 
a buffer zone between the European 
States, North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation and Russian Federation, the 
instability in Ukraine would engulf 
not only the whole region but would 
act as a watershed event in interna-
tional politics. Geographic location 
of Ukraine is very important to both 
Europe and Russia. If Ukraine leans 
more Eurocentric, that puts Europe-
an and NATO influence right on an-
other one of Russia’s borders and if 
its allies with Russia that brings Mos-

cow’s influence deeper into Europe-
an territory, also threatening NATO. 
Considering these dynamics, this 
research paper endeavors to explore 
the recent regional political escala-
tion in Ukraine and its implications 
on the regional stability along with 
wider global repercussions.

Complicating Ukraine Crisis:
An Overview
In its nearly three decades of inde-
pendence, Ukraine has sought to 
forge its own path as a sovereign 
state while looking to align more 
closely with Western institutions, in-
cluding the European Union and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO). However, Kyiv has struggled 
to balance its foreign relations and 
to bridge deep internal divisions. A 
more nationalist, Ukrainian-speak-
ing population in western parts of 

the country has generally support-
ed greater integration with Europe, 
while a mostly Russian-speaking 
community in the east has favored 
closer ties with Russia. Ukraine went 
through two revolutions in 2005 and 
2014, both times rejecting Russia’s 
supremacy and seeking a path to 
join the European Union and NATO. 
Russia is particularly enraged by the 
prospect of NATO bases next to its 
borders and Ukraine joining the US-
led transatlantic alliance would mark 
the crossing of a red line for Russia. 
More than 10,000 people have been 
killed in eastern Ukraine by Russia 
backed separatists since 2014 and 
this latest escalation is raising fears 
that the conflict between the former 
Soviet state and its prior head are 
heading towards an all-out war.

The map above is a classical ex-
planation of Ukraine geographical 
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 Article Infocus
importance. It is imperative to un-
derstand that the geographic loca-
tion of Ukraine is very important to 
both Europe and Russia. If Ukraine 
leans more Eurocentric, that puts Eu-
ropean and NATO influence right on 
another one of Russia’s borders and 
if its allies with Russia that brings 
Moscow’s influence deeper into Eu-
ropean territory, also threatening 
NATO. Since the 2014 crisis, Ukraine 
seems to be set on strengthening ties 
with Europe and with it joining the 
deep and comprehensive free trade 
areas in 2016, the whole country 
minus Crimea, which considers ille-
gally annexed, has access to parts of 
the EU single market, allowing goods 
and people to travel freely making 
them less dependent on Russia. In 
geographical context, Ukraine not 
only acts as a pivot but can also be 
regarded as buffer zone between 
Russia and European States.

Considering Ukraine’s geo-
graphical proximity with both Eu-
rope and Russia, any conflict in 
Ukraine would drift the whole re-
gion towards instability, chaos and 
escalation towards an all-out war. 
To avoid any incursion or conflict, 
several rounds of high-stakes diplo-
macy have failed to yield any break-
throughs, and tensions have escalat-
ed further. According to NATO, it was 
bolstering its deterrence in the Baltic 
Sea region, and the US ordered 8,500 
troops on higher alert to potentially 
deploy to Europe as part of an alli-
ance “response force” if necessary. 
With the latest escalation between 
Russia and Ukraine at the Black Sea 
and the Russian military amassing 
troops near the country’s border 
with Ukraine, sparking a diplomatic 
crisis and heightening US and Euro-
pean fears that Russia may be pre-
paring for an imminent invasion of 
its neighbor. The US and the Europe-

an Union have threatened economic 
sanctions if Russia were to launch an 
invasion and Western leaders have 
said unity is paramount, though dif-
ferences have emerged among Eu-
ropean nations about how best to 
respond.

Historical Perspective of the Con-
flict
In order to understand the Rus-
sia-Ukraine rising conflict, it is im-
perative to understand its histor-
ical perspective. Most people who 
live in the center and West of the 
country speak Ukrainian, but mov-
ing towards South and closer to the 
Russian border, most speak Rus-
sian and tend to have stronger ties 
to their former Soviet identity. This 
is a consequence of being such an 
integral part of the former USSR, 
during which both Russian culture 
and language were at the forefront of 
every day Ukrainian life. During the 
Cold War, the former USSR created a 
massive nuclear arsenal and a lot of 
it was part of the then-Ukrainian So-
viet Socialist Republic. Those weap-
ons remained in the country after its 
independence in 1991. But Ukraine 
gave Russia its nukes in 1995 in re-
turn for a promise to respect Ukraine 
sovereignty. Then in 2000, Russia 
signed a deal with the EU to once 
again reaffirmed Ukraine’s indepen-
dence, saying it would allow Ukraine 
and any other former Soviet states to 
make treaties with whatever nation 
they wanted to. That all fell apart in 
2014 when the democratically elect-
ed government of Pro Russian Pres-

ident Viktor Yanukovych announced 
that it wasn’t signing a long negoti-
ated association agreement with the 
EU. The deal would give Ukraine po-
litical and financial support, but in-
stead Yanukovych was going forward 
with a Russia focused Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union. This decision sparked 
mass protests from proponents of 
the agreement.

Russia responded by annex-
ing Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula, 
which is strategically located divid-
ing the Sea of Azov and the Black 
Sea. It was there that the majority of 
Ukrainians claimed Russian as their 
mother tongue and felt stronger ties 
to their eastern neighbors. In what 
some call a referendum at gunpoint, 
the people overwhelmingly voted to 
leave Ukraine and joined Russia. On 
the other hand, the UN General As-
sembly, Ukraine, along with many 
world leaders, rejected the vote, cit-
ing many international agreements 
where Russia had pledged to uphold 
the geographic integrity and sover-
eignty of Ukraine. On the other hand, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin de-
fended the move as complying with 
the will of the people. For its part, 
Moscow also strongly criticized the 
US and its NATO allies for providing 
Ukraine with weapons and holding 
joint drills, saying that such moves 
encourage Ukrainian hawks to try 
to regain the rebel-held areas by 
force. The annexation of Crimea and 
the threat posed by Russian troops 
massing on the Russian side of the 
Ukrainian border are bringing what 
had been considered a thing of the 
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past back to Europe: territorial con-
flict and the change of borders by 
force.

New Dimensions of the Conflict
With intensification in the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, several re-
nowned authors have promulgated 
scores of books and articles per-
taining to the Ukraine Crisis. Rich-
ard Haass, President of the Council 
on Foreign Relations has shared 
his opinion regarding the crisis and 
suggested that United States Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s administration 
has reacted to Russia’s troop build-
up with a mix of honey and vinegar. 
The objective is to persuade Russia 
not to invade by making clear that 
the costs would outweigh any bene-
fits and that some Russian concerns 
could be addressed, at least in part, 
if it backed off. This can be referred 
as deterrence mixed with diplomacy. 
On the other hand, some have criti-
cized the US response as too weak. 
But geography and military balance 
make direct defense of Ukraine all 
but impossible. Biden was right to 
take direct US military intervention 
off the table: not acting on such a 
threat would only reinforce mount-
ing doubts as to America’s reliabil-
ity. The intensity of the conflict and 
importance can be conjectured by 
the fact that Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin himself wrote an article to 
shed light on the historical unity of 
Russians and Ukrainians.

The conflict in Ukraine risks fur-
ther deterioration of US-Russia rela-
tions and greater escalation if Russia 
expands its presence in Ukraine or 
into NATO countries. Russia’s actions 
have raised wider concerns about 
its intentions elsewhere in Eastern 
Europe, and a Russian incursion 
into a NATO country would solicit a 
response from the United States as 
a NATO ally. The conflict has height-
ened tensions in Russia’s relations 
with both the United States and Eu-
rope, complicating the prospects for 
cooperation elsewhere including on 
issues of terrorism, arms control, 
and a political solution in Syria. For 
many analysts, the conflict marked a 
clear shift in the global security en-
vironment from a unipolar period 
of US dominance to one defined by 

renewed competition between great 
powers. The conflict in Ukraine is 
viewed by some as part of a renewed 
geopolitical rivalry between western 
powers and Russia.

Global Politics and  implications of 
escalating crisis on Regional Secu-
rity
The Orange Revolution in Ukraine, 
from December 2004 to January 
2005, was the moment when the 

post-Cold War world genuinely end-
ed for Russia. The Russians saw the 
events in Ukraine as an attempt by 
the United States to draw Ukraine 

into NATO and thereby set the stage 
for Russian disintegration. If the 
West had succeeded in dominating 
Ukraine, Russia would have become 
indefensible. The southern border 
with Belarus, as well as the south-
western frontier of Russia, would 
have been wide open. In addition, the 
distance between Ukraine and west-
ern Kazakhstan is only about four 
hundred miles, and that is the gap 
through which Russia has been able 
to project power toward the Cauca-
sus. We should assume, then, that 
under these circumstances Russia 
would have lost its ability to control 
the Caucasus and would have had to 
retreat farther north from Chechnya. 
The Russians would have been aban-
doning parts of the Russian Federa-
tion itself, and Russia’s own southern 
flank would become highly vulnera-
ble. Russia would have continued to 
fragment until it returned to its me-
dieval frontiers.

The annexation of Crimea and 
the threat posed by Russian troops 
massing on the Russian side of the 
Ukrainian border are bringing what 
had been considered a thing of the 
past back to Europe: territorial con-
flict and the change of borders by 
force. Europe has a long history of 
great-power competition and con-
flict. In the east, borders have been 
weak and unstable for centuries. Es-
pecially in the first half of the twen-
tieth century, Central and Eastern 
European countries were pushed 
around and their populations abused 
by great powers with unprecedent-
ed brutality. With the rebuilding of 
Western Europe after 1945 and the 
reunification of the continent after 
1989, Europeans thought they had 
overcome this type of power politics. 
Embedded in NATO and the EU, they 
were convinced that they had en-
tered a new postmodern era where 
soft power replaced hard power and 
international law created the founda-
tion of a mutually beneficial order-at 
least on their continent. Europeans 
conveniently delegated questions of 
hard power and strategy to the Unit-
ed States. While America remains a 
security partner and NATO actually 
seems to somehow have come back 
into the game, Europeans must take 
on a more active role in the transat-

Since the 2014 crisis, 
Ukraine seems to be set 

on strengthening ties with 
Europe and with it joining 

the deep and comprehensive 
free trade areas in 2016, the 

whole country has access 
to parts of the EU single 
market, allowing goods 

and people to travel freely 
making them less dependent 
on Russia. In geographical 

context, Ukraine acts as 
a buffer zone between 
the European States, 
North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization and Russian 
Federation, the instability 

in Ukraine would engulf not 
only the whole region but 
would act as a watershed 

event in international 
politics. Geographic 

location of Ukraine is very 
important to both Europe 

and Russia. If Ukraine leans 
more Eurocentric, that 

puts European and NATO 
influence right on another 

one of Russia’s borders 
and if its allies with Russia 

that brings Moscow’s 
influence deeper into 

European territory, also 
may considered threatening 

by NATO
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lantic security alliance and shoulder 
more of the burden of their own se-
curity. There is still hope that rela-
tions with Russia can be restored. 
But in order to be sustainable, Eu-
rope’s paradise needs to be backed 
up with European power.

Another major question that 
arises is that what impact does the 
situation have on US Strategy? In 
practical, this is a more complicated 
question than one might assume at 
first glance. Ukraine’s geopolitical 
significance was widely recognized 
in the immediate aftermath of the 
Soviet collapse. But over time, the 
imperatives associated with that 
geopolitical importance seemed to 
ebb as the outside world began to 
take the country’s independence 
and territorial integrity for grant-
ed. It also did not help matters that 
Ukraine became mired in a series of 
problems largely of its own making 
in the aftermath of the 2004 Orange 
Revolution - dysfunctional gover-
nance and fractious intra-elite pol-
itics at home matched by shocking 
levels of corruption and economic 
stagnation. However, recent Putin’s 
Ukraine gambit basically resets the 
country’s overall significance. And 
further escalation of the crisis (for 
example, a wider Russian military 
incursion into southern or eastern 
Ukraine) could trigger a more seri-
ous regional crisis. The United States 
and European policy toward Russia, 
its immediate neighborhood, and the 
continent as a whole has until now 
been premised on respect for several 

basic principles, including peaceful 
resolution of disputes and mutual re-
spect of each other’s independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial integri-
ty. Now that Russia has challenged 
these norms head-on, it appears that 
a new strategy will be required. The 

immediate question is how to dimin-
ish Russia’s ability to threaten its 
neighbors, that will not be easy by 
any means, and the West’s political, 
economic, and military posture to-
ward Russia is obviously in a state of 
flux at the moment.

Conclusion and Recommenda-
tions
Western nations have thrown their 
support behind Ukraine, but some 
responses have been tougher than 
others. The US and UK have supplied 
weapons, while Germany plans to 
send a field medical facility but will 
not transfer military equipment. 
There has also been much talk of 
sanctions aimed at punishing Mos-
cow. Publicly, the US and European 
allies have promised to hit Russia 
financially like never before if Putin 
does roll his military into Ukraine. 
Cutting Russia out of the SWIFT fi-
nancial system, which moves money 
from bank to bank around the globe, 
would be one of the toughest finan-
cial steps they could take, damaging 
Russia’s economy immediately and 
in the long term. The move could cut 
Russia off from most international 
financial transactions, including in-
ternational profits from oil and gas 
production, which accounts for more 

than 40 percent of the country’s rev-
enue. The US also holds one of the 
most powerful financial weapons 
against Putin if he invades Ukraine 
– blocking Russia from access to the 
US dollar. Dollars still dominate in 
financial transactions around the 
world, with trillions of dollars in play 
daily. Finally, the US is considering 
imposing export controls, potential-
ly cutting Russia off from the high 
tech that, among other things, helps 
warplanes and passenger jets fly and 
powers smartphones.

What is expected is that the 
United States and EU continue to 
attempt in the near term to deter 
Moscow through the threat of addi-
tional sanctions against key sectors 
of the Russian economy. Such threats 
are not a magic bullet by any means, 
which raises the broader question of 
how effectively a divided West can 
mobilize a variety of tools to limit the 
new threat Russia poses to peace and 
stability in this important region. On 
the monitoring, one option would be 
to strengthen the OSCE mission with 
more monitors, improved movement 
and access and sophisticated tech-
nology such as drones. Alternatively, 
the Security Council could deploy a 
UN monitoring mission. On the sta-
tus of eastern Ukraine, priorities 
should be the organization of local 
security, constitutional reform, local 
elections and a mutually acceptable 
model of decentralization.

On Ukraine’s geostrategic po-
sition, NATO could state explicitly 
that Ukraine would not become a 
member; meanwhile, the prospect 
of joining the EU remains the most 
powerful incentive for Ukraine to 
conduct necessary internal reforms 
and should remain open, though 
under any circumstances a lengthy 
period would be needed for Ukraine 
to carry out the reforms needed to 
qualify for membership. On aspects 
of reform, a long-term plan for the 
support of Ukraine, as well as help 
for border regions of Russia, could be 
discussed with the participation of 
the European Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development (EBRD). West-
ern leaders should also engage more 
actively with other world powers, all 
of whom are impacted by deteriorat-
ing Russia-West relations.
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Tribute 

Fatima Jinnah, widely known 
as Māder-e Millat (Mother of 
the Nation), was a Pakistani 
politician, dental surgeon 

and one of the leading founders of 
Pakistan. She was the younger sis-
ter of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the 
first Governor General of Pakistan. 

After obtaining a dental de-
gree from the University of Calcut-
ta in 1923, then she became the first 
female dentist of undivided India, 
she became a close associate and 
an adviser to her older brother, Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah, who later be-
came the first Governor General of 

Pakistan. A strong critic of the Brit-
ish Raj, she emerged as a strong ad-
vocate of the two nation theory and 
a leading member of the All-India 
Muslim League.

After the independence of Paki-
stan, Jinnah co-founded the Pakistan 
Women’s Association which played 
an integral role in the settlement of 
the women migrants in the newly 
formed country. She remained the 
closest confidant of her brother un-
til his death. After his death, Fatima 
was banned from addressing the 
nation until 1951; her 1951 radio 
address to the nation was heavily 

censored by the Liaquat administra-
tion. She wrote the book My Brother, 
in 1955 but it was only published 32 
years later, in 1987, due to censor-
ship by the establishment, who had 
accused Fatima of ‘anti-nationalist 
material’. Even when published sev-
eral pages from the book’s manu-
script were left out. 

Jinnah came out of her self-im-
posed political retirement in 1965 to 
participate in the presidential elec-
tion against military dictator Ayub 
Khan. She was backed by a consor-
tium of political parties, and despite 
political rigging by the military, won 
two of Pakistan’s largest cities, Ka-
rachi and Dhaka. The U.S. maga-
zine, Time, while reporting on the 
1965 election campaign, wrote that 
Jinnah faced attacks on her modesty 
and patriotism by Ayub Khan and his 
allies. 

Jinnah died in Karachi on 9 
July 1967. She remains one of the 
most honoured leaders in Pakistan, 
with nearly half a million people at-
tending her funeral in Karachi. Her 
legacy is associated with her sup-
port for civil rights, her struggle in 
the Pakistan Movement and her de-
votion to her brother. Referred to 
as Māder-e Millat (“Mother of the Na-
tion”) and Khātūn-e Pākistān (“Lady 
of Pakistan”), many institutions and 
public spaces in Pakistan have been 
named in her honour.

FATIMA JINNAH
M a d a r - e - M i l l a t
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 World Leader

Imran Khan is the 22nd Prime 
Minister of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan. He is also the cur-
rent Chairman of Pakistan Teh-

reek-e-Insaf (Pakistan’s Movement 
for Justice). He holds the vision to 
transform Pakistan into a Welfare 
State, based on the principles of “Ri-
yasat-e-Madina”.

A graduate of Oxford Universi-
ty’s Keble College, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan champions rule of law, 
meritocracy, equality and combating 
corruption. He received early edu-
cation from Aitchison College, La-
hore where he was also part of the 
College’s cricket team. He continued 
with the passion for cricket while 
studying at the Oxford University 
and captained the University’s crick-
et team in 1974. Later on, he joined 
Pakistan’s National Cricket Team. At 
the height of his cricketing career, 
he took over the captaincy of the Na-
tional Team in 1982 and led Pakistan 
to historic victory in 1992 Cricket 
World Cup. He also contributed to in-
troduce neutral umpiring on ground 
which profoundly transformed the 
game of Cricket. He is considered one 
of the greatest all-rounders and cap-
tains in cricket history.

Deeply affected by the cause 
of his mother’s death, he founded 
Shaukat Khanum Cancer Hospital in 
Lahore in 1994 – the country’s state 
of the art facility for poorest citizens. 
Since then, he has opened two new 

such facilities in Peshawar and Ka-
rachi. Today, the Hospital treats 70 
percent of its patients free of cost. It 
is Pakistan’s greatest charitable in-
stitution apart from being Centre of 
Excellence.

In 2008, he established Namal 
College in the remote district of 
Mianwali to impart quality educa-
tion to the most deserving. With the 
Institute at its center, Prime Minister 
espouses to make Namal Knowledge 

City as Pakistan’s largest University 
town.

It was Imran Khan’s foray into 
philanthropy and his interaction 
with the common people that led 
him to join politics. He founded Pa-
kistan Tahreek-e-Insaf (Pakistan’s 
Justice Movement) in 1996. He won 
election to become a Member of the 
National Assembly of Pakistan from 
2002 to 2007, and again from 2013 
to 2018. In 2018 General Elections, 
he contested from five constituen-
cies and won from all. No politician 
in country’s history has ever won 
5 seats and a seat from three out of 
four provinces of Pakistan. With PTI 
securing the majority in the National 
Assembly, he formed his Government 
on 18 August 2018.

His political struggle, span-
ning over 22 years, revolves around 
equality, justice and compassion. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan holds 
the vision to transform Pakistan into 
a Welfare State, based on the prin-
ciples of “Riyasat-e-Madina”. With 
a people-centric approach, he has 
launched Ehsaas (Compassion) pro-
gramme to uplift poor segments of 
the society in Pakistan.

Prime Minister Imran Khan is 
an accomplished author. He has writ-
ten several books including Pakistan: 
A Personal History that encompasses 
tales of the events from his cricketing 
profession to political career.

IMRAN KHAN
Prime Minister of the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan
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Book Review

The book under review is 
“Technology and Women’s 
Empowerment”, edited by 
Ewa Lechman, Published on 

September 9, 2021, by Routledge. The 
book has 13 Chapters and 278 Pages. 
Ewa Lechman is a Professor of Eco-
nomics at the Faculty of Management 
and Economics at Gdańsk University 
of Technology, Poland. 
The book is designed 
to provide deep insight 
into the theoretical and 
empirical evidence on 
ICT as a significant driv-
er of women’s social and 
economic development. 
Special focus is given to 
examining the following 
broad topics: channels of 
ICT impact on women`s 
development; the role of 
ICT in enhancing wom-
en`s active participation 
in formal labor markets; 
examples of how ICT 
encourages education, 
skills development, in-
stitutions development 
et alia, and thus contrib-
utes to women’s social 
and economic empow-
erment, as well as case-
based evidence on ICT`s 
role in fostering wom-
en’s equality. The prima-
ry audience for the book 
is scholars and academ-
ic professionals from 
a wide variety of disci-
plines but mainly those 
who are concerned with 
addressing the issues of 
economic development 
and growth, social devel-
opment, the role of tech-
nological progress in the 

context of broadly defined socio-eco-
nomic progress.”  This book relies on 
social constructivist theories from 
feminist technology studies (FTS) 
emphasizing the constructed ele-
ment in women’s relationship with 
technology and with support in the 
“individual difference theory” that 
recognized individual differences be-

tween women.
In the first four chapters of this 

book, Ewa draws the attention of the 
reader towards the emerging tech-
nologies, their role in the current era 
and their impacts on women as well 
as the role of women in modern so-
ciety by adopting these technologies. 
She primarily focuses on the perva-

sive spread of ICT offers 
unprecedented opportu-
nities for social and eco-
nomic agents, reshapes 
social and economic 
structures and drives 
the emergence of so-
cio-economic networks.  
Following the next six 
chapters, she mainly fo-
cused on gender’s role 
in ICT, career opportu-
nities for them and pro-
viding analysis of gender 
gap in ICT by taking the 
case study of European 
Union member states.  
Ewa Lechman success-
fully conveyed her sense 
of belonging in the field 
of ICT.  She explored in-
depth women’s experi-
ences in technology and 
how they articulate the 
ongoing process of try-
ing to become part of 
ICT.  She adopted an up-
right approach to elab-
orate the role of ICTs in 
women’s empowerment. 
She carefully draws upon 
decades of research and 
women’s experience to 
set forth an alternative 
vision of women em-
powerment through the 
adoption of technology.

TECHNOLOGY
and Women’s Empowerment

Ewa Lechman
Technology and Women’s Empowerment. Routledge, 2021.
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When it comes to look-
ing and feeling great 
through the seasons of 
life, the closest thing to 

a one-size-fits-all solution may be 
the most obvious: exercise. When we 
think of healthcare, we often focus 
on doctor visits, preventive care, lab 
tests and immunizations. But there 
are other factors that are in our per-
sonal control, like improving our di-
ets, reducing stress and adding fun 
to our lives,” says Jordan Horowitz, 
M.D. of Pacific Medical Foundation 
and clinical professor at University 
of California, San Francisco, School 
of Medicine. “Exercise is one of these 
controllable factors, and it’s highly 
effective at improving health.” Ac-
cording to the Physicians, regular 
exercise provides a great array of 
health benefits, including lowering 
blood pressure, reducing cholester-
ol and cardiovascular disease, pre-
venting diabetes, improving mood 

and cognitive function, and reducing 
mortality. For women, those bene-
fits expand, thanks to their partic-
ular combination of hormones and 
health risks.
“Many of the health issues that wom-
en face can be improved substantial-
ly with consistent exercise. It’s one 
of the best preventive options avail-
able and should be encouraged in 
childhood and throughout life,” says 
Dr. Horowitz.
Of course, exercise takes a fair 
amount of effort, time and self-disci-
pline. So why bother?  Here are ways 
exercise specifically benefits wom-
en, no matter what your age:

Women are far more vulnerable 
than men to develop osteoporosis 
and related bone fracture and loss 
of height as they age. One of the 
best ways to build strong bones is 
through exercise, preferably starting 
in the younger years. Weight-bearing 
and muscle strengthening exercises 

particularly promote bone health, no 
matter what your age. Tennis, hik-
ing, aerobics or jogging build bones 
and keep them strong. 

Although men and women both 
tend to gain weight as they age, 
women have special challenges. Ex-
ercise can counter these factors by 
helping women maintain and build 
lean muscle mass that makes them 
look and feel slimmer. Exercise also 
burns excess calories that would 
otherwise accumulate as fat.

A national poll of 1,506 adults na-
tionwide, conducted in 2005, dis-
covered that women have more 
difficulty falling and staying asleep 
compared to men and experience 
more daytime sleepiness.
Just to remember, it’s not about in-
stant results but long-term change 
that will bring you better health and 
self-esteem for a lifetime.

Health Benefits of 
Exercise for Women
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Special Report

The panel discussion on “Kashmir Day: Stand-
ing in Solidarity with the People of Jammu and 
Kashmir” was conducted on February 05, 2022 
at Center of Pakistan and International Relations 

(COPAIR). The discussion deliberated upon the Kashmir 
issue, the unprecedented human rights violations and 
the options that Pakistan has in hand. The partition of 
the sub-continent in 1947 left the Kashmir issue as the 
unfinished agenda of the partition of British India. The 
dispute over Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK) is now a matter of human rights violations 
threat to the regional peace and security. The tensions 
between India and Pakistan have escalated since India’s 
unilateral action of revoking Kashmir’s special status on 
August 5th, 2019.

Ms. Amna Munawar Awan (President, Center of Paki-
stan and International Relations)
Since the partition of British India, the resolution of 
Kashmir issue remains an unfinished agenda and the 
same has been a defining factor in the bilateral relations 
between India and Pakistan. Kashmir is central to any 
peace and conflict situation between the two South Asian 
nuclear rivals due to geo-political and socio-econom-
ic dimensions. Tension between India and Pakistan has 

grown more perilous since India’s action of scrapping the 
autonomous status for Occupied Kashmir enshrined in 
Article 370 of (India’s) Constitution. A new wave of sup-
pression was unleased in the runup as India imposed a 
curfew in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) and deployed thousands of the troops in the val-
ley. Human Rights violations are continually committed 
by Indian forces in Kashmir; non-combatant civilians and 
political leaders have been detained with charge, public 
meetings are banned, thousands of the security check 
posts have been established, and a communication black-
out has been enforced.

Lt. Gen. Naeem Khalid Lodhi (Former Defense Minis-
ter & Defense Secretary, Pakistan)
Gen. Naeem Lodhi started his remarks by troughing light 
on the Kashmir issue. He stated that the BJP government 
has unleashed a brutal wave in Occupied Kashmir. The 
Narendra Modi government imposed a communications 
blackout and a curfew post August 2019 move. He re-
ferred to the deteriorating situation in the valley after the 
Hindu nationalist government in New Delhi unilaterally 
stripped the region of its constitutional autonomy. He re-
iterated continued moral, political, and diplomatic sup-
port to the people of Jammu and Kashmir in their strug-

KASHMIR DAY:
Standing in Solidarity with
the People of Jammu and Kashmir
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gle for the right to self-determination against the state 
sponsored repression unleashed by the Indian security 
forces that is prevalent since several decades. He men-
tioned that India has engaged Pakistan in a low intensity 
conflict through the use of proxies and hostile elements 
that are creating instability in Balochistan particular-
ly. He stressed that a UN supervised population census 
should be conducted in Jammu and Kashmir and Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir to uphold the status of Kashmiris 
as a Muslim majority state. He also called for an inclusive 
approach based on politics, diplomacy, military, econo-
my, and lawfare for fruitful outcomes of Pakistan’s policy 
vis-à-vis the Kashmir issue.

Dr. Saif ur Rehman Malik (Director India Study Cen-
ter, Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad, Paki-
stan) 
Dr. Saif ur Rehman Malik highlighted that India’s illegal 
and unilateral actions of 5th August 2019 were in grave 
violation of the international obligations, UN resolutions, 
and bilateral arrangements between Pakistan and In-
dia. He drew attention towards strengthening efforts for 
highlighting the grave human rights violations in Jammu 
and Kashmir. He stated that the world needs to sensitize 
the world of the atrocities being committed by the Indian 
security forces. There is a need to synergize efforts for 
forcing India to repeal the repressive laws, investigating 
and accountability of the war crimes being committed. 
He stressed that the world must stop Modi’s government 
from the sponsoring the violence directed against the 
people of Kashmir. The world must stand for providing 
the inherent right of self-determination to the Kashmiris 
which is their legal and moral right as promised under 
the UNSC resolutions.

Dr. Mujeeb Afzal (Assistant Professor, School of Poli-
tics and International Relations, QAU, Islamabad)
Dr. Mujeeb Afzal highlighted the realities of Hindu na-
tionalism and its impacts on Kashmir and the region. 
India has been in a delusional state of misinterpreting 
its capabilities. He stated that two major concepts have 
been adding to India’s perpetual struggle to modernize 
itself; One is All India and Hindutva. India has been eye-
ing its security as a region. It has been focusing on the 
regional security vis a vis its security.  The Hindutva view 
of Hindu Rashtra which is masculine in nature because 
it demands power projection. A hierarchical communal 
structure is another phenomenon in which Hindu com-
munity is placed at the top. Due to the reasons aforemen-
tioned, India has been in a delusional state to dilute the 
special status of Kashmir since 1952. Almost 12 amend-

ments were made in the past apart from the revocation 
of Article 370. For the Hindu nationalists, Article 370 was 
anti-nationalist, part of the Muslim appeasement for the 
vote bank. The August 2019 move was a humiliation of 
the people of Kashmir. The statehood was dissolved by 
merging Kashmir with India. The Muslim majority state 
is now an Indian colony where through the abrogation of 
Article 35A, demographic change is being enforced. In-
dians are grabbing lands for future businesses. For the 
region, the world view of Hindutva combined with Ajit 
Doval’s doctrine has been ravaging havoc by interfering 
in the internal mat-ters of the regional states, support-
ing terrorism and the use of proxies.

Ms. Reema Shaukat (Communication Strategist at the 
Institute of Regional Studies, Islamabad)
Ms. Reema expressed her views on the role of women in 
the freedom movement of Kashmir.  While paying trib-
ute to the Kashmiri women, she stated that they have 
made immense sacrifices and paid a heavy price in the 
decades-old Kashmir conflict. History is witness to such 
women who stood shoulder to shoulder in the face of the 
oppression. Kashmiri women are a victim of mass torture 
and rapes. Due to forced disappearances of the Kashmiri 
men, the concept of half widows has emerged in Kashmir 
which is unprecedented. However, the Kashmiri women 
have stood upright and have brought forth valiant men 
like Burhan Wani who fight against the oppressive forc-
es. Ms. Reema stated that the Kashmir issue should be-
come a human rights issue. There is a need to sensitize 
the world. We need to become the voice for Kashmir be-
cause it is the jugular vein of Pakistan. There is a need for 
a partial plebiscite in the region. Media should also play 
its important role and mitigate the western propaganda 
that favors Modi’s suppressive policies. 

Concluding Remarks
In concluding remarks, Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi 
stated that the effectiveness of our Kashmir policy must 
be judged by its results and only clarity and consistency 
about our strategic goals and policies in dealing with In-
dia and Kashmir to transcend our narratives to reality. 
Pakistan’s position over Kashmir must be grounded in 
realpolitik, excessive reliance on moral and legal argu-
ments of our Kashmir case to the neglect of the demands 
of realpolitik.  Therefore, it is imperative for our legal and 
moral arguments to be supported by sufficient national 
power so as to persuade India to subdue its coercion in 
Kashmir.

Special ReportSpecial Report
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“GB Investment Conference” held in 
UAE at “Dubai EXPO 2020”
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Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Organized 
an Exclusive Talk with His Excellency Mohammed Motahar Alashabi 

on “Pakistan and Yemen Bilateral Ties”



51 / Melange  March 2022

 Random ClicksRandom clicks

The Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) Organized Panel Discussion Titled “Emerging 

Technologies: Blockchain, NFTS, and the Metaverse”
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Amna Munawwar Awan-President Copair calls 
on High Commissioner of Sri Lanka, Vice 

Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama
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Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Historic 
Visit to Russia

PM Imran Khan, President Xi Jinping Reviewed 
Pakistan-China bilateral cooperation
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Pakistan values its relations with EU 
countries: COAS

News Update News Updates

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa called on Secretary-General of the European 
External Action Services (EEAS) Stefano Sannino and Chairman of the EU Military Committee General Claudio Gra-
ziano during his official visit to Belgium. During the meeting matters of mutual interest, overall regional security 
situation including the current situation in Afghanistan and bilateral relations with EU were discussed, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement on Thursday.“Pakistan values its relations with EU countries and 
earnestly looks forward to enhancing mutual cooperation based on common interests,” the military’s media wing 
quoted Gen Qamar as saying. The EU dignitaries appreciated Pakistan’s sincere efforts for peace and stability in the 
region and pledged to play their role for increased collaboration with Pakistan at all levels.VoM

PM Imran, Russian President Putin discuss 
bilateral relations, regional & int’l issues

PM, President Xi review Pak-China 
bilateral cooperation 

Ukraine crisis: US imposes sanctions on 
Russia’s Vnesheconombank and Promsvyazbank 

MOSCOW:  Prime Minister Imran Khan had a Summit meeting with President Vladimir V. Putin in the Krem-
lin, today [Thursday]. The two leaders held wide-ranging consultations on bilateral relations as well as re-
gional and international issues of mutual interest.  Recalling the telephone conversations during the recent 
months between the two leaders, the Prime Minister expressed confidence that the positive trajectory of 
bilateral relations will continue to move forward in the future. He said that the trust and cordiality marking the 
relationship would translate into further deepening and broadening of mutual cooperation in diverse fields. 
The Prime Minister reaffirmed the importance of Pakistan-Stream Gas Pipeline as a flagship economic project be-
tween Pakistan and Russia and also discussed cooperation on prospective energy-related projects. The Prime Minis-
ter underscored Pakistan’s commitment to forge a long-term, multidimensional relationship with Russia.VoM

ISLAMABAD:Prime Minister Imran Khan and Chinese President Xi Jinping Sunday reviewed the entire gamut of Pa-
kistan-China bilateral cooperation and exchanged views on regional and global issues of mutual interest, in a warm 
and cordial atmosphere. Both leaders held a meeting at the Great Hall of People. This was the first meeting of the two 
leaders since the Prime Minister’s visit to China in October 2019. The prime minister underscored that China was 
Pakistan’s steadfast partner, staunch supporter and ‘Iron Brother’. The all-weather strategic cooperative partnership 
between Pakistan and China had withstood the tests of times and the two nations firmly stood side by side in realiz-
ing their visions and shared aspirations of peace, stability, development and prosperity, he added.VoM

NEW YORK: In retaliation against Russia’s moves in Ukrainian borders, the United States has imposed sanctions on 
two banks, Vnesheconombank VEB and Promsvyazbank, for their alleged role in supporting the Russian military.  
The decision from the US comes after Russian President Vladimir Putin recognized two Ukrainian regions, Donetsk 
and Luhansk as independent states.  The sanction from the United States will freeze the assets of these two large 
state-owned Russian financial institutions and will prohibit US citizens and businesses from doing any transactions 
with them.  The move by the United States is designed to cripple banking activities and may shut these institutions 
out of the global financial system.  It follows similar moves by the UK, on Feb. 21, which also slapped sanctions on five 
Russian banks including Rossiya and Promsvyazbank PSB UK and notable billionaires with close links to Putin.VoM
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Pakistan, Uzbekistan agree to expand 
military-to-military bilateral cooperation

Justice Bandial takes oath as 
28th Chief justice of Pakistan

Pakistan Navy maritime drill 
SEASPARK-2022 commences

Pakistan, Germany reaffirm commitment to 
further expand close, cordial relations

RAWALPINDI: Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan Sardor Umurzakov called on Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee General Nadeem Raza at Joint Staff Headquarters, Rawalpindi. Matters of bilateral strategic interest with par-
ticular emphasis on evolving regional security situation particularly in Afghanistan and further strengthening of 
security and defence cooperation between the two brotherly countries were brought into discussion during the 
meeting. The dignitaries also dilated upon measures to enhance the level and scope of military engagements be-
tween both countries and reaffirmed to continue to forge deeper ties. Chairman JCSC said that Pakistan is keen to 
expand its existing bilateral military-to-military cooperation with Uzbekistan as part of Pakistan’s ongoing upward 
trajectory in Defence ties with the regional countries.VoM

KARACHI : Pakistan Navy’s major maritime exercise SEASPARK-22 opening ceremony was held here and Chief of the 
Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi graced the occasion as chief guest. The biennial exercise is steered 
to assess war preparedness and validate operational plans of the Pakistan Navy against envisaged threat spectrum, 
especially in the maritime domain, said a Pakistan Navy media release. In the opening remarks, the Deputy Chief of 
Naval Staff (Operations) presented the overview of the exercise. He emphasized that challenges of Grey-Hybrid war-
fare and contemporary geostrategic environment necessitate an adroit response by Pakistan Navy.VoM

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi administered an oath of office to Justice Umar Ata Bandial as Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP).  The oath-taking ceremony that took place here at the Presidency was also attended by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan. Cabinet members, parliamentarians, senior military officials and a large number of serving and retired 
judges of the Supreme Court were present. The notification of the appointment of Justice Umar Bandial was read 
out on the occasion. “In exercise of the powers conferred by Article 175(3) read with Article 177 of the Constitution, 
the president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is pleased to appoint Mr. Justice Umar Ata Bandial, the most senior 
judge of the Supreme Court, as chief justice of Pakistan with effect [from] Feb 2, 2022,” the notification said. Justice 
Bandial took oath as the country’s 28th top judge after the retirement of CJP Gulzar Ahmed on February 1. VoM

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood said that Pakistan and Germany enjoyed close and cordial relations 
since establishing the diplomatic ties in 1951 and over the years, these had grown from strength to strength. The 
foreign secretary was speaking at a launching ceremony of the Pakistan-Germany commemorative coin held by the 
State Bank of Pakistan, to mark 70th anniversary of the establishment of Pakistan-Germany diplomatic relations. 
He said both the countries remained fruitfully engaged to promote cooperation in diverse sectors, including trade 
and investment, energy, environment, education, innovation, science and technology, and defence and security. “The 
relations are reinforced by frequent high-level exchanges. Today, Germany is our largest trading partner within the 
European Union and amongst the biggest investors in Pakistan. VoM
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Amna Munawwar Awan- President COPAIR calls on High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka, Vice Admiral 

Mohan Wijewickrama

News Updates

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan, President Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) – & 
Editor in Chief of Mélange Media Group (MMG) & The Asian Telegraph called on High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to 
Pakistan, His Excellency Vice Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama at the Sri Lankan High Commission in Islamabad here 
on Friday. The two dignitaries held wide-ranging discussions focusing on reinforcing a broad-based and enduring 
partnership between Pakistan and Sri- Lanka to advance the shared objectives. While conveying condolences to High 
Commissioner over the tragic Sialkot incident, Amna Munawwar Awan expressed solidarity with the people of Sri 
Lanka. She stated that Pakistan and Sri Lanka are two friendly countries, and this tragic incident is painful for Sri 
Lanka and all of us as shared grief. VoM

PM holds meetings with Chinese counterpart, 
Uzbek & Egypt’s President in Beijing 

“G-B Investment Conference” held in UAE at 
“Dubai EXPO 2020”

ISLAMABAD:Prime Minister Imran Khan held meetings with his Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang and Uzbek President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Egypt’s President Abdelfattah Elsisi in Beijing on Saturday. In a tweet, Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, Chaudhary Fawad Hussain said that Kashmir and Afghanistan were important topics of discussion 
in both the meetings. He said China has always played an important role as Pakistan’s political, economic, and stra-
tegic partner.  Meanwhile, Prime Minister Imran Khan on Saturday reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for Kashmiris and 
called on the international community to step up and act to stop India’s “genocidal acts” in India-occupied Kashmir 
(IoK). Prime Minister Imran Khan has emphasized the importance of the Pakistan-China relationship and ensuring 
regional stability and prosperity. VoM

Tajik Envoy, KPBOIT pledge resolve to 
uplift economic ties

DUBAI: The Gilgit Baltistan (GB) organized “G-B Investment Conference” at Dubai EXPO 2020, on the theme of 
‘Unveiling oppor tunities of Gilgit Baltistan’. The event was attended by the senior government officials, Chief 
Minister Gilgit Baltistan Muhammad Khalid Khurshid Khan, Raja Nasir Ali Khan Minister Tourism, Culture, Youth 
Affairs and Sports, Fateh ullah Khan Planning & Development and Information Department Gilgit Baltistan, Mu-
hammad Kazim Maisam, Minister of agriculture, and Mushtaq Hussain Minister of water and power. In addition 
to this, top business del egations from Pakistan and UAE also attended the event. Various agree ments and MOUs 
were signed in the fields of Tourism, Renewable energy, Agribusinesses, Mining & Minerals, Trade & Commerce, 
and Tech-based ventures. VoM

ISLAMABAD: The Gilgit Baltistan (GB) organized “G-B Investment Conference” at Dubai EXPO 2020, on the theme of 
‘Unveiling oppor tunities of Gilgit Baltistan’. The event was attended by the senior government officials, Chief Minis-
ter Gilgit Baltistan Muhammad Khalid Khurshid Khan, Raja Nasir Ali Khan Minister Tourism, Culture, Youth Affairs 
and Sports, Fateh ullah Khan Planning & Development and Information Department Gilgit Baltistan, Muhammad 
Kazim Maisam, Minister of agriculture, and Mushtaq Hussain Minister of water and power. In addition to this, top 
business del egations from Pakistan and UAE also attended the event. Various agree ments and MOUs were signed 
in the fields of Tourism, Renewable energy, Agribusinesses, Mining & Minerals, Trade & Commerce, and Tech-based 
ventures. Chief Minister Gilgit Baltistan, Muhammad Khalid Khurshid Khan in his address stated that his government 
is keen to facilitate Pakistani and inter national investors if they want to avail investment and business opportunities 
in one of the most beautiful parts of the world.VoM
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ISLAMABAD: Co-Chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Bill Gates visited Paki-
stan. He appreciated Pakistan’s success against COVID-19 despite resource constraints. 
Bill Gates also commended the excellent initiatives and measures taken for public health 
safety.Bill Gates took keen interest on various initiatives by NCOC particularly smart lock-
down and micro smart lockdown strategy enforcement measures, and Pakistan’s vaccine 
administration regime, which enabled NCOC to formulate and implement a comprehensive 
Covid response. Bill Gates shared his views on COVID-19, particularly vaccination drive. 
Later in the day, PM Imran hosted a luncheon in Gates’ honour. VoM

 Sohail Majeed Butt
Special Correspondent 

VoM

EU delegation lauds Matrix Global for E-Commerce based 
empowerment of the women of ex FATA, Swat Region

Ankara, Abu Dhabi get a brand-new 
start in relations

G77 committed for tackling challenges in stolen assets’ 
recovery, halting illicit financial flows: Munir Akram

Bill Gates lauds Pakistan’s success against COVID-19 de-
spite resource constraints

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Stephen Rangrell (Team Leader, Rural Development and Economic Cooperation) and Mr. Suhail 
Azam (Development Advisor, Infrastructure, Energy & Natural Resources), European Union Delegation to Pakistan 
met with Ms. Anza Saqib Akhund (Chief Strategy Officer) and Ms. Hibba Imran (Chief Digital Marketing Officer) at 
Matrix Global to discuss a successful digitalization project with Kameeztor, a project of RANRRA, for the betterment 
and financial inclusion of marginalized women of ex FATA and the Swat region. The representatives of the European 
Union Delegation praised the efforts towards modernization and e-Commerce based solutions for capacity building 
for economic empowerment of the women. VoM

UNITED STATES : Group of 77 and China stands for broad-based cooperation on international tax policy and to com-
bat associated illicit financial flows, Pakistan UN Ambassador Munir Akram, who is the chairman of the group, a 
coalition of 134 developing countries designed to promote its members’ collective economic interests, has said. “The 
Group also believes that there is need to address challenges faced by affected states in the recovery of assets, as well 
as to strengthen international coordination in relation to illicit financial flows and assets recovery and return,” he 
told a panel of the meeting dedicated towards galvanizing action towards implementing the ground-breaking plan, 
known as Our Common Agenda, launched last year by Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.VOM

DUBAI: As part of Turkey’s recent normalization efforts, the visit of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to the 
UAE is expected to herald not only a new era in ties but also bring more stability to the region as a whole. Monday’s 
visit was the first high-level visit from the Turkish side since 2013, as both countries passed through several crises 
that were linked to regional conflicts and gas exploration in the Eastern Mediterranean. In a bid to bring a silver lin-
ing to this new relationship, the Gulf oil exporter is aiming to double or triple its trade volume with Turkey and reach 
the rest of the world’s markets by using the logistical advantage and supply chains of its new ally.A day before the 
visit, Erdogan also wrote an op-ed for the UAE-based daily Khaleej Times, in which he underlined the importance of 
deepening bilateral cooperation in order to achieve regional peace, stability and prosperity.VoM
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Travel Destination 

Pakistan Travel
Pakistanis a kaleidoscope of some of the most diverse natural beauty in the world; it’s a cradle of ancient 

civilizations and a ‘melting pot’ of religions and cultures. The World Economic Forum placed Pakistan 
among the top 25 per cent of global destinations for its UNESCO ‘World Heritage Sites.’ From the stretches 

of great mountain ranges in the north, to the vast alluvial delta of the Indus River in the south, Pakistan 
remains a land blessed with nature’s beauty and majestic mountains. With shining deserts and some of the 
world’s highest peaks, the country has myriad attractions for sightseers, skiers, trekkers and mountaineers. 

For those interested in white water rafting, trout fishing, jeep, camel and yak safaris and out of this world 
flora and fauna, Pakistan is the place to be

Hunza Valley
The valley lies in the mountains of Northern Pakistan, the gigantic and colorful Hunza 
Valley far in the Gilgit Baltistan region near to China border. Hunza Valley is one of the 
most beautiful places to visit in the northern areas of Pakistan. For a lot of years now, 
Hunza valley has been offering its wanderers the history and culture along with their col-
orful traditions

Fairy Meadows
Fairy meadows lie in the Far Himalayan mountains of Gilgit Baltistan in the northern 
areas of Pakistan. The destination is famous because of the dark alpine forest in the 
surrounding, lush green meadows in the center with the marvelous mighty Nanga Par-
bat peak (8,126 m) at the front make this on of the best places to visit in northern areas of 
Pakistan.

Skardu Valley
Here we go with the Gateway to the Karakorum mountain range on this list. Skardu 
valley lies in the Karakorum Range of Gilgit Baltistan in far northern Pakistan. Skardu 

valley offers a lot to the wanderers that one can never expect and ever forget after visit-
ing such places in northern areas of Pakistan.

Naltar Valley
The valley is full of lush greenery all around with astonishing views. One can visit this 
destination by taking a jeep ride from Normal village for around 45 minutes. However, 

the weather remains cold in Naltar valley as it has an elevation of 9,700 ft. It offers some 
beautiful destinations for travelers to visit. Some of the best to explore are Naltar lake 1 

(Satrangi), Pari lake, Blue Lake and much more.
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Neelum Valley, Azad Kashmir
Neelum is one of the most beautiful valleys of Azaad Kashmir, and it hosts several brooks, 
freshwater streams, forests, lush green mountains, and a river. Here, you see cataracts 
falling down the mountains; their milky-white waters flowing over the roads and splash-
ing against the rocks, before commingling with the muddy waters of River Neelum.

Gojal Valley
The Gojal Valley borders China and Afghanistan, with its border meeting the Chinese 
border at Khunjerab — 15,397 feet above sea level — and remains covered with snow all 
year long. In the north west, there is Chiporsun, whose border touches the Wakhan region 
of Afghanistan. Wakhan is about six square miles in area, after which starts Tajikistan. The 
Karakoram Highway which connects Pakistan to China also passes through Gojal Valley and 
enters China at Khunjerab.

White Palace Swat
White Palace Marghazar is the only breathtaking location in the Swat district that’s 
situated at a distance of around 12 km from the city of Mingora. Not only do tourists visit 
Marghazar for its natural beauty and pleasant weather but also to visit the historic White 
Palace (1941), built during the era of Swat state.

Shangrila Resort, Skardu
In the extreme north of Pakistan, Skardu the central valley of Gilgit-Baltistan, is an 
epitome of beauty, serenity and wilderness. After Jaglot on the Karakoram Highway, a 

narrow road turns towards Skardu. During the seven-hour journey, one is greeted with 
several streams, springs, and the hospitality of the local people. After crossing the old 

wooden bridge built over the River Indus, one reaches Shangrila, a paradise on earth for 
tourists. It is a famous tourist spot in Skardu, which is about 25 minutes away by drive. Restau-

rant in Shangrila rest house is highlight of this place, which is built in the structure of an aircraft.

Deosai Plains
Deosai is located on the boundary of Karakoram and the western Himalayas, and at no 
point it is less than 4000 meters above sea level. It remains covered with snow for 8 

months. The rest of the year, it hosts a range of beautiful flowers of all hues and colors, 
but not a single tree is found in this plateau spread over 3000 sq. km.
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Pakistan Cuisine
This dish is truly a game-changer when it comes to Pakistani cuisine. It is considered 
among the best breakfasts anywhere in the world. Nihari begins as a heap of dry spices 
frying in vegetable oil and animal fat. The meat ingredients follow (most commonly 
beef shank), and a very healthy portion of Desi Ghee (home-made local clarified but-
ter). The slow-cooking stew is then stirred altogether in a glorious cauldron of a pot. 
The consistency is oozing and thick, so full of ultra-tender meat chunks literally float-
ing in desi ghee. It has a deep red color from the spice and infused ghee.

Nihari

Halwa poori is a traditional Pakistani and Indian breakfast that features semolina pud-
ding or halwa and a soft fried dough called poori. Halwa is typically made with a mix-
ture of fried semolina and sugar syrup, which is then combined with nuts such as pis-
tachios and almonds. The sweet dish is flavored with aromatics like green cardamom 
pods, kewra essence, and cloves, and it is usually enhanced with yellow or orange food 
coloring for a more vibrant dish. Poori is soft and fluffy fried bread consisting of a 
dough made with flour, water, salt, and oil.

Halwa Poori 

Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan, lies just a few hours from the KP Province (North-West-
ern border) of Pakistan. Imagine Silk Road traders bringing over the very first dishes 
of Kabuli Pulao to eat right here in Western Pakistan. Pulao can be made with any size 
grain of rice, which the chef always fries in oil while stirring in large amounts of dry 
spices. Usually, there will be a chunk of mutton or beef meat, sometimes an entire leg, 
at the heart of each massive batch. Saffron gives the rice taste and color, but typical-
ly the spices are milder than biryani. Whole cloves of cardamom and golden sultana 
raisins give off a beautifully sweet aroma, and at larger restaurants it may include 
peanuts and even pistachios as a garnish.

Kabuli Pulao

Seekh kabab is a delicious, juicy Pakistani kebab variety made with a combination of 
minced meat (typically lamb), onions, garlic, ginger, coriander, lemon juice, yogurt, 
and garam masala. The spices used in the dish can be modified according to personal 
preferences. The meat mixture is placed on skewers, and the kebabs are then grilled 
over hot coals, giving them a nice smokey flavor in the process, although they can also 
be prepared in a tandoor oven. Seekh kabab is traditionally served piping hot with 
salads, onions, fries, mint chutney, or flatbreads on the side.

Seekh Kabab
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For a classic meal of Punjab cuisine it would be mandatory to include at least one dish 
with mutton – and its likely to be a korma curry – just as beautiful as the one you see 
here. Mutton korma is hearty and rich, including incredibly tender chunks of sheep 
or goat meat, and a dark red blend of spices. From the top of Pakistan’s Himalayas to 
the bottom of the Indian Sub-Continent, a large portion of planet earth’s population is 
probably dreaming of their mother’s mutton curry right this minute.

Mutton Korma

Haleem is an incredibly hearty dish made with a combination of barley, local wheat 
varieties, and chana (chickpeas). This dish shows the influence on Pakistan that comes 
from the Middle East, and people have been enjoying Haleem here for centuries. 
Slow-cooking, for up to an entire day, on very low heat is a technique used to give hal-
eem its warm, home-cooked flavor. Onions (fried separately), mint leaves, both green 
and dry chilies, and then some masala spices go into the mother-pot, and a final gar-
nish comes from generous squeezes of lemon juice at the end.

Haleem

Karahi is one of the best of all Pakistani food, and is dear to the hearts of all Pakistanis. 
You can find Karahis cooking in the smallest roadside shop, or in the Palatial kitchen 
of a local Rajah. The dish takes its name from the black, iron, scoop-shape pan. Usually 
a karahi curry is made with goat, but also commonly with chicken or even shrimp. The 
metal dish can then be its own serving bowl, sizzling hot coming straight to the center 
of your table. Most Pakistani karahi recipes start with tomatoes, onions, and some 
type of animal fat. It’s that tomato broth that gives each Karahi its ultra-umami magic, 
so full of smokiness, tender chunks of meat, and a whole lot of fat – from the meat, the 
ghee, and the occasional dollop of cream.

Karahi

Sajji can include many types of meat, but usually it’s made with chicken. The artful 
tactics used in display do a great job in advertising for the grill-master. If you’re like 
me, you may find yourself being drawn over in a trance, floating from across the street. 
Just walking into any shop that serves sajji should already be getting you excited. Your 
meat dish displayed proudly like a trophy, speared through and held aloft, dripping 
juices falling and sizzling on a huge bed of hot coals.

Sajji

Another dish commonly found throughout the Punjab Province of Pakistan is Saag. 
The dishes name simply means ‘mustard greens,’ and there can be any number of 
other ingredients cooked along with it.The mustard greens are slow-cooked until its 
leaves are so soft they’re literally breaking apart, it almost resembles a stew its so goo-
ey. Seasoning includes mint, coriander, and chili flakes, and usually includes generous 
amounts of glorious desi ghee.

Saag
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MICHAEL OWEN
i n  P a k i s t a n

The England and Liverpool 
football legend Michael 
Owen came to Pakistan on 
January 25, and particu-

larly in Karachi on January 26, for 
the ground-breaking ceremony of 
the country’s first soccer city at the 
NED University, Karachi. Owen, who 
played for Liverpool, Real Madrid 
and Manchester United in an illustri-
ous career, also laid the foundation 
stone of a football stadium in Kara-
chi and outline a programme to re-
vive the sport in Pakistan. According 
to Global Soccer Ventures (GSV) for-
mer English football player Michael 
Owen has signed a three-year deal 
to become the official ambassador of 
the Pakistan Football League (PFL). 
Michael Owen said “Pakistan’s foot-
ball potential is huge and I am ex-
cited about identifying untapped 
talent in a nation of 220 million.  I 
am looking to cross-promote and de-

velop football between UK and Paki-
stan through the first-ever franchise 
model league – The PFL”. Owen will 
reveal the PFL logo from the home 
of football in England in October. He 
arrived as the brand ambassador of 
Global Soccer Ventures (GSV), and 
the stadium is a part of the 10-year 
agreement of investment in NED 
grounds worth $12million.  Michael 
Owen is announced as the ambas-
sador of ‘The PFL’. During his visit, 
he met with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan to brief him on a roadmap to 
develop football in Pakistan. He also 
had a meeting with Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister Usman Dar to out-
line GSV’s football transformation 
programme for Pakistan. He also at-
tended a dinner hosted by President 
Dr. Arif Alvi and a meeting with Chief 
of the Army Staff General Qamar Ba-
jwa.

Owen was the “crown jewel of 
Liverpool”, and also won the Ballon 
d’Or in 2001. Michael Owen is one of 
the world’s greatest living players in 
the current era. Owen began his ca-
reer with Liverpool FC as a school-
boy and went on to be their top goal 
scorer from 1997 until he moved to 
Real Madrid. His rise to glory started 
when he netted on his senior debut 
for Liverpool in 1997 against Wim-
bledon and the young English star-
let made his debut for the England 
senior team in 1998 making Owen 
the youngest player ever to repre-
sent England. After spending a year 
in Madrid, in 2005 he returned to 
England to join Newcastle United. In 
2009, Owen joined Manchester Unit-
ed on a free transfer and after three 
years at Old Trafford, he joined Stoke 
City where he retired at the end of 
season 2012/2013. With his wealth 
of experience, Owen has embarked 
on a journey to uncover a new crop 
of talent and form priceless part-
nerships to create a player franchise 
gateway programme. Michael Owen 
to take the reins of Pakistan foot-
ball to help devise a strategic part-
nership programme by uniting the 
nation with the might of football in 
England. Owen’s “hybrid role” will 
include creating a global profession-
al gateway for new Pakistani foot-
ballers who can adapt to the modern 
form of the game.
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