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Editor’s Note
The team of Melange International is pleased
to present another insightful Issue of the
Magazine that has attempted to bring a wide
range of articles and commentaries. The
February Issue of the Melange International aims to present to its readers a comprehensive framework on the Pakistan Navy’s
efforts to secure maritime interests through
enhancing the Blue Economy. The magazine
also covers a range of perspectives over human rights violations in the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK).
As the world faces major challenges in
achieving sustainable economic goals, countries are increasingly emphasising the maritime domain as a reliable option to achieve
economic development. The concept of the
management of blue resources to achieve a
sustainable economy is known as the “Blue
Economy”. The term Blue Economy commensurate with the idea of sustainable economic growth and environmental conservation.
The need for diversifying sources of sustainable economic growth and development is
the need of the hour across the globe.
In this regard, the Editor-in-Chief of the
Melange International Magazine, Ms. Amna
Munawwar Awan’s commentary, is a coherent and rigorous analysis of the massive
potential of Pakistan’s blue economy. Ms.
Amna articulates her ideas convincingly in
the ‘Big Story’ section of the February-2022
Issue, titled “Blue Economy of Pakistan: An
Untapped Potential”. The writer sheds light
on the newly adopted National Security Policy of Pakistan by underscoring the need to
understand and implement the idea of ‘Blue
Economy’ and the significance of achieving
our Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Ms. Amna argued that those nations
that focused on oceans and developed their
maritime sectors and naval forces emerged
militarily stronger and economically more
prosperous than those lagged behind. In
the same vein, ‘turning blue’ is no longer a
question of choice but a strategic and economic necessity for Pakistan in the face of
global competition for access to and control
of major maritime trade routes. This is least
surprising given that the maritime sector is
the bedrock of our national economy as 95
percent of our trade and 100 percent of our
import of hydrocarbons are transported via
the sea lanes.

Besides the Big Story, the second theme
covers multiple issues related to the Kashmir issue. The commentary section stresses
the international community’s need to play
its part in addressing the human rights violations in the IIOJK. Turning a blind eye to
India’s violence and state-terrorism in the
valley puts into question the efficacy of the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) role.
Some of the pieces focus on the humanitarian
crisis in the Indian-occupied J&K and underline the factors that led to the indigenisation
as much as internationalisation of the Kashmir issue. These analyses make an argument
to stand for honoring the freedom struggle
of the Kashmiris, defending their right to
self-determination, and ensuring a just and
peaceful regional order. It advocates for putting an end to the Indian atrocities by implementing the relevant UNSC Resolutions.
These include the UNSCR of January 5, 1949,
which provides the base for the settlement of
the Kashmir dispute. The international community is perforce needed to find a solution
to India’s intransigent attitude and mitigate
the sufferings of the Kashmiris.
Overall, Melange International has
tried to do its best bidding to inform our
readers about the emergence of the Pakistan Navy as a mighty naval force in the
region and stress the benefits of optimum
utilization of the marine resources. At the
same time, our magazine strives to keep our
readers abreast with the significance of the
Kashmir issue for regional peace and the international community’s role in this regard.
We hope that this Issue will prove to be an
important gateway for the interested readers into the role of the Pakistan Navy in securing our maritime interests, along with an
insider account and analysis on the current
human rights situation in IIOJK.
Happy reading!

		

		

Asma Khalid
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Big Story
Amna Munawwar Awan

Amna Munawwar Awan is President of the Center of Pakistan
and International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief of the
Mélange International Magazine, Voice of Melange,
and The Asian Telegraph.

BLUE ECONOMY OF PAKISTAN

T

An Untapped Potential

he term Blue Economy
originated
in 2012 from the
Rio+20 Conference
of the United Nations on Sustainable Development and
Growth referring to leveraging the coastal and marine
resources for economic benefits in line with sustainable
economic growth and environmental conservation. The
need for diversifying sources of sustainable economic
growth and development is
felt more than ever before
across the globe as complex,
interdepended, and pressing challenges like climate
change, resource-conflicts,
social unrest, and simmering
discontent among people owing to prevailing injustices endanger
the very structures and institutions
developed for the security and protection of people and Pakistan is no
exception to this.
Reassuringly, however, the newly adopted National Security Policy
of Pakistan places economic security at the core of national security to
ensure the well-being of its citizens.
Indeed, it is a testament to the growing and shared realization among the
policymakers and common populace
that Pakistan as a state and nation
may find it impossible to survive or
thrive and gracefully sail through
these challenging circumstances
without a strong and sustainable
economic base. Granted, the NSP
prudently and wisely places economic security at the heart of national se-

curity as the panacea for a plethora
of traditional and non-traditional
challenges afflicting human well-being and security. Yet we still have to
walk the talk if we wish to overcome
our pressing socio-economic issues.
In this regard, the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
development underscores the symbiotic relationship between sustainable economic growth and Blue
Economy via SDG 14. The World Bank
defines Blue Economy as: “Sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods,
and jobs while preserving the health
of ocean ecosystem.” It refers to the
wide recognition of seas and oceans
as the main drivers for economic development with great potential for
innovation and growth. Therefore,
to honor its international obligations
6 / Melange February 2022

for SDGs, Pakistan is integrating SDGs into its domestic development agenda, reflecting
its appreciation of the blue
potential.
In this context, the need
to understand and implement the idea of ‘Blue Economy’ acquires utmost importance. If history is any guide,
those nations which turned
to oceans and developed
their maritime sectors and
naval forces emerged militarily strong and economically
prosperous. Thus it can be
plausibly argued that ‘turning blue’ is no longer a question of choice but a strategic
and economic compulsion
for Pakistan in the face of
global cutthroat competition
for access to and control of major
maritime trade routes. This is least
surprising given that the maritime
sector is the bedrock of our national
economy as 95 percent of trade and
100 percent of our oil/coal imports
are transported via the sea route.
Therefore, it is vital to consider
how Pakistan can best benefit from its
maritime sector and what are some
of the challenges that prevent it from
fully realizing the untapped potential
of its maritime sector? In this regard,
maritime historians have identified
some pre-requisites for a country to
emerge as a maritime power including but not limited to 1) Geography,
2) Resources, dedicated to maritime
tasks and forces, 3) A strong maritime tradition and community, 4) A
maritime mindset and governance

Big Story
borne out of dependence on the sea.
A cursory look at the history of Pakistan’s approach to the maritime domain reveals that due to sea-blindness, the country has not adequately
invested in the development of some
of the aforementioned pre-requisites
thus resulting in the underutilization
of the maritime potential for economic growth and development. It
is noteworthy that geography plays
a crucial part in charting out a viable maritime strategy and Pakistan’s
geo-strategic location at the confluence of civilizations and vital regions
makes it one of the most naturally
favored states in terms of the benefits that it can reap from the sheer
volume of maritime trade taking
place in its maritime domain. Being
an important maritime state in the
Indian Ocean region (IOR), Pakistan
is gradually realizing the benefits of
the Blue Economy. The country is
blessed with a 1050 km long coastline besides an Exclusive Economic
Zone of 290000 sq. In addition, the
extension of the continental shelf
(50,000 sq. Km) was also approved
by United Nations Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf
(UNCLCS) in 2015. However, Pakistan’s maritime sector is financially
and technologically intensive and
requires a substantial investment
for building, operating, and turning
it into economically profitable. Its
present-day maritime revenue projection stands at $183 million which
is far behind our neighbors including
India and Bangladesh, whose estimated projections stand at $5.6 and
$6 Billion respectively. Moreover,
Pakistan’s coastal areas are rich in
bio-productivity and bio-diversity as
they provide huge breeding grounds
for commercially important fisheries
including carbs and shrimps with
a potential resource worth
more than $2
billion annually.
Notwithstanding the vast fish
export potential, Pakistan’s
fishing sector
only
contributes 0.4% to 0.6
% percent to

the country’s GDP. This again signifies how little we are doing despite
having immense potential in this
The primary institution
currently undertaking
shipbuilding, ship repairing,
and general heavy engineering
activities to address the needs of
national maritime stakeholders
comprising of Pakistan Navy,
Karachi Port Trust, Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency, and
Port Qasim Authority is the
KS & EW. The institutional
capacity enjoyed by the KS &
EW is skilled human resources,
and multipronged technical
assets and infrastructure. The
borne capacity of KS & EW is
two graving docks (up to 26000
DWT), three shipbuilding
berths (up to 26000 DWT),
and two Quay Walls (General
Purpose Berths). It is worth
noting that apart from
enhancing the capacity
of existing KS & EW, the
establishment of new shipyards
along Pakistan’s coasts would
be a vital source for national
economic development and
poverty alleviation

realm which in turn is hampering
our growth prospects in the long run.
Another hurdle that remains
in regards to our blue economy is
the underutilization of its potential.
CPEC as the flagship project, harbinger of prosperity and friendship
between China and Pakistan has the
potential to help develop our mari-
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time domain. The cornerstone of this
partnership is the geo-strategically
placed Gwadar Port. Due to its strategic positioning, this port over time
has become the bedrock of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) - a megastructure initiative for connectivity
through land and sea lanes. In this
paradigm, the economics surrounding Gwadar port plays a significant
role and it is extremely pertinent
that we as a nation and policymakers pay special attention. Indeed,
Gwadar is pivotal in transforming
Pakistan’s economy via transshipment alone. In the annals of history,
it has been realized that shipping is
the cheapest mode of transport. Today 80% of the global merchandise
in volume is been carried through
the sea, which amounts to around 10
billion tons. Pakistan in this realm
can play a very major role which
can help in generating much-needed
revenues. The encouraging aspect
for Pakistan is the high Liner Shipping Connectivity Index (LSCI). The
LSCI represents how good the connectivity is between ships and ports
around the world. Pakistan stands at
34.06 points, which is a healthy number and is better than Bangladesh,
though behind India which stands
at around 54. China is leading the
race with an index of 151.91. This is
where Pakistan should reap benefits
develop its transshipment industry
and expanding its operations. Considering the additional distance ships
have to travel to reach Gulf Countries
from the Indian Ocean, hence, Gwadar has the potential to be developed
into a full-fledged regional hub and
a trans-shipment port in the future.
Shifting of ship traffic from Dubai
to Gwadar could make it among the
top-5 transshipment hubs globally.
UAE handles over 21mn TEUs (20ton equivalent
units)
each
year. This signifies the opportunity that
lies ahead for
Gwadar. Being
a tax-free port
coupled with
no port congestion, after
full devel
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opment, Gwadar can leverage these
points for profit.
In addition, various under-construction CPEC mega projects should
be completed within the projected dates to get the true economic benefits. The projects
namely, Gwadar East-Bay
Expressway,
Construction
of Breakwaters, Dredging of
berthing areas and channels,
Development of Free Zone,
Gwadar International Airport, and Gwadar Smart Port
City Master Plan will hugely
contribute to our blue economy by entrenching massive
trade connectivity and tourist
inflow. Linking Gwadar Port
and Free Zones with the network of National Highways
will ensure the smooth logistic transportation of import, export,
and transit goods, expanding the net
potential of CPEC.
Furthermore, the shipbreaking
industry of Pakistan namely Gadani
used to be one of the largest shipbreaking industries in the world
during the 1970s but now it is placed
at number third after India and Bangladesh. If this industry is revived
back and utilized
to its full potential,
it can have the capacity to contribute
more than $10 million to GDP annually. Another most
important industry
which shows great
promise is coastal
tourism.
Tourists
around the world
are naturally attracted to beautiful places, especially the sea
coasts with vast biodiversity and attractive beaches. With
regards to Pakistan,
coastal tourism only
contributes around
$0.3 billion despite having a $4 billion potential. Another indictment
for Pakistan is our ranking on the
“Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report” published by the World
Economic Forum, which places Pa-

kistan at an abysmal 121st position
out of 140 countries. It remains the
least competitive country throughout South Asia in travel and tourism.
Moreover, Pakistan’s mangrove

area being the sixth-largest in the
world holds an annual value of about
$20 million which can be extracted
from mangrove-dependent industries. Whereas, Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation which handles
about 99% of the import of gasoline
products holds a very small number
of cargo vessels that only carry 7%
of cargo to the world, while the re-

maining 93% is handled by foreign
companies which produce a foreign
exchange of about $1.5 billion annually. Such economic figures can contribute to overcoming the economic
instability of the country and put
8 / Melange February 2022

back the national economy on the
success track. To optimally benefit
from the country’s maritime sector,
there is a dire need for an integrated
National Maritime Policy to effectively capitalize the ocean-based
dividends.
Pakistan’s maritime sector is currently experiencing
substantial growth due to favorable policies and investments to transform Pakistan
into a marine state. Pakistan’s
recurrent shift towards the
blue economy is seen over
the years as 95% of trade is
carried out through sea. GMP
of Pakistan’s blue economy is
estimated to be $1.5 billion,
restricted to limited sectors
including fishing, mangroves,
shipping, shipbreaking, and
ocean trade. In October 2017, Pakistan restructured the Ministry of
Ports and Shipping as Ministry of
Maritime Affairs to expand the research and development in Maritime
Sector.
A report published by the World
Bank suggests that it is a golden opportunity to launch a ‘Blue Revolution’ in the country. It will prioritize
sustainable growth
and management of
marine resources for
economic and social
benefits. Balochistan
has a rich potential
of fish resources and
contributes to 35%
of the total fish catch.
Indian Mackerel on
its coast has found a
market in South Asia,
resulting in a boost
in exports. Balochistan’s government
has also allocated a
significant budget in
the maritime sector
to provide fisheries
with
interest-free
loans.
Moreover, Pakistan is home to
the sixth-largest area of mangroves
in the world. Pakistan’s mangroves
forest is spread over an area of
160,000 hectares. Mangroves are an
important aspect of the blue econo-

Big Story
my and contribute to 4 billion dollars in exports. Under the ‘Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Project’, Pakistan
will plant 43.5 million mangroves to
improve the economic livelihoods
of fishers residing in the coastal areas and to promote sustainable economic growth. Likewise, Pakistan’s
offshore reserves include the Indus
basin, the 2nd largest reserve in the
world. Oil companies have started joint drilling near Karachi Indus
G-Block (Kekra-1). The Petroleum
Division of Pakistan is overseeing
drill stem tests to determine reserves
of gas and oil.
The blue partnership under the
CPEC project is massively contributing to the growth of the maritime
sector with an increase of funds and
investment of the coastal belt in the
country. The development of Gwadar
Port, which is the largest deep seaport in the world, has the potential
to become a global economic hub
in the future. A new shipyard is under construction in Gwadar, and the
development of Kati Bandar port is
taking place in Sindh. Pakistan declared 2020 as the ‘year of the Blue
economy’ and has included blue
economy in the 2025 vision goal of
the state, which will pave the way for
ocean industries such as ship-mak-

ing, ship-breaking, tourism, and so
on. CPEC prospects are attracting
foreign investment in the maritime
sector of the country. Saudi Arabia
has proposed the desire to construct
a 10 billion dollar oil refinery port in
Gwadar. The Saudi Energy Minister
Khalid al-Falih says: “Saudi Arabia
wants to make Pakistan’s economic
development stable through establishing an oil refinery and partnership with Pakistan in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.”
Furthermore, the construction
of Gwadar as a transit and transshipment port under CPEC has further augmented Pakistan’s maritime
potential as a key player in Indian
Ocean Region. Pakistan has huge
potential in terms of maritime fisheries but due to growing coastal and
marine pollution, inefficient mechanisms to supply quality fish to the
market, and climate change, Pakistan’s Blue Economy remains largely
underdeveloped at best. To realize
the benefits of this huge untapped
potential, Pakistan needs to ensure
favorable policies and substantial investment to achieve the objectives of
the Blue economy.
Blue Economy of Pakistan offers a wide range of maritime sectors peculiar to the geostrategic and
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BIG STORY
economic realities of the country. It
includes conventional maritime industries, namely fisheries, coastal
tourism, maritime transport, etc.,
and newly emerging areas of aquaculture and marine biotechnology,
deep sea-bed mining, resource extraction, oceanic renewable energy, and maritime tourism. The construction and operationalization
of Gwadar Port have enhanced the
scope of maritime transport in Pakistan. Most significantly, maritime
transport industries that offer great
opportunities for investment in Pakistan are Port Development and
Coastal Urbanization, tourism, Shipbuilding, Ship-breaking/recycling,
and Transshipment companies.
In the nutshell, Pakistan is naturally favored and endowed with
huge natural resources. To fully realize this potential, Pakistan needs to
fill the gap between education and
maritime research. In this regard,
the School of Maritime Sciences is a
positive development that can serve
the purpose of enhanced maritime
awareness and knowledge. The need
for an integrated National Maritime
Policy cannot be overemphasized as
the country is gradually but steadily
turning to the Oceans for sustainable
economic growth and development.

Spotlight
Asma Khalid

Asma Khalid is Research Associate at the Center of Pakistan
and International Relations (COPAIR) and Sub-Editor of the
Melange International Magazine.

HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS IN KASHMIR

T

and Slumbering World

he world’s silence over rampant human rights violations
in the Indian Occupied Kashmir is a tragedy by itself.
The unresolved Kashmir dispute is at
the heart of the India-Pakistan conflict. Kashmir is not only a territorial
conflict but a matter of Human rights
violations and regional stability. The
tension between India and Pakistan
has grown more perilous since India’s action of scrapping the autonomous status for Occupied Kashmir
enshrined in Article 370 of (India’s)
Constitution and bifurcated the occupied region into two separate Union
territories – Muslim majority Jammu
and Kashmir and Buddhist dominated Ladakh. A new wave of suppression was unleashed in the runup as

India imposed a curfew in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK) and deployed thousands of
troops in the valley. Indian forces in
Kashmir continually commit human
Rights violations; non-combatant
civilians and political leaders have
been detained with charge, public
meetings are banned, thousands of
the security check posts have been
established, and a communication
blackout has been enforced. Resultantly, ordinary people are suffering
from a constant lack of basic living
necessities and medical supplies
have become scarce.
The Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(BJP) unilateral move of abrogation
of article 370, new domicile rules
and ongoing strict restrictions in IIO-
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JK has raised the question about the
status of democracy in the self-proclaimed “world’s largest democracy”.
In tandem, India has also engaged
in military buildup along the Line
of Control and Working Boundary.
The current situation has the ingredients of unintended escalation in
the Kashmir crisis. The emerging dynamics have demonstrated the reality that Modi’s anti-Pakistan’s policy
is not merely an electoral strategy
but linked with Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and BJP’s extremist
vision of Hindu nationalism. Unfortunately, Pakistan’s policymakers
viewed BJP’s manifesto as another
political rhetoric to gain the support
of RSS extremists in the elections. After India’s move of scrapping article

Spotlight
370, Pakistan activated its bilateral
and multilateral diplomacy.

Dimensions of Kashmir Conflict
Kashmir issue acquires a growing
significance when in the backdrop
of nuclearization of South Asia, a
handful of Indian lobbyists overemphasize the issue by terming it as a
possible “nuclear flashpoint” in the
region. It is important to note that
the elements of strategic stability are
gaining strength in the South Asian
region. Though in the light of atomic
weapons, the perils of an armed conflict are more serious and alarming,
but strategic stability and deterrence
equilibrium have played a key role
in reducing the chances of an armed
conflict during the times of heightened tensions e.g., parliamentary
attacks of 2001-2002, Mumbai terrorist attacks of 2008, violations of
cease fire agreement and Indian fabricated claims of the surgical strikes
and establishing so called new norm.
India has played the card of
cross-border terrorism after the Indian Parliament (2001), Mumbai
(2008), Pathankot (2016) and Uri
(2016) attacks, and successfully diverted the attention from the vital issue of its occupation of Kashmir and
the human rights abuses being committed there. In September 2016, India’s false rhetoric of surgical strike
for domestic political gains underscored the irresponsible strategic
behaviour of India against the nuclear-armed neighbour.
PM Imran has already stated that “Pakistan not only opposes
all such activities but has also increased its vigilance to prevent militants from taking advantage of the
situation.” Nonetheless, the right
of self-determination must not be
linked to terrorism. Pakistan has activated its diplomacy to sensitize the
international community on the human right violations and subjugation
of the Kashmiri people. However, the
geopolitical interests of major powers continue to limit Pakistan’s policy. Meanwhile, the indigenous resistance movement of Kashmiris against
repression by Indian security forces,
which entered a new phase with the
killing of Burhan Wani by occupation
troops in July 2016, intensified. The

port commissioned by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and other international reports.

situation was ripe for a significant
crisis to erupt as younger generation
of Kashmiris sought to defend themselves against brutal repression by
Indian forces. With the worsening
What was missing from
the report was the attempt
by the Indian government
to change the demography
of Kashmir. To bring about
the demographic changes,
India has started systematic
increases in the ratio of the
Hindu population. The key
objective of the demographic
change is to increase the
representation of Hindus in
the Valley and reduce the
representation of the Jammu &
Kashmir National Conference
and the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) to achieve their
desired outcome if a plebiscite
is held under the United
Nations

situation in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), bilateral tensions between Islamabad and
New Delhi were bound to escalate.
India’s state-sponsored suppression
in Kashmir was highlighted in a re-
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Human Rights Atrocities and
Kashmir Issue
Since the partition of the sub-continent, the Kashmir issue has been
described as the unfinished agenda
of the partition of British India. Now,
many more aspects have been added,
such as human rights violations and
socioeconomic dimensions. Human
rights violations in Kashmir are an
ongoing issue, and the international community must understand that
Kashmir is not only a territorial conflict but a matter of abuse to humanity. Indian forces in Kashmir continually commit war crimes. There are
brutal killings of Muslims, youth are
slaughtered, civilians are arrested
and then killed during custody, endless incidents of gang rape, and the
people suffer from a constant lack of
medical and basic living necessities.
A new wave of brutality raised its
head in Kashmir in 2016. A massive
uprising occurred against pellet-firing guns, murders, mysterious disappearances, fake encounters and other atrocities by the Indian army. The
United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC) issued a detailed
report on Kashmir in June 2018 (the
first-ever report after 72 years). It
highlights India’s state-sponsored
criminal activities in Kashmir. The
Commission found “excessive use of
force by security forces” and “unlawful killings and a very high number
of injuries”, as 147 Kashmiris were
killed between 2016 and 2018.
It also pointed out that Indian
forces used “one of the most dangerous weapons,” i.e., “pellet-firing shotguns,” which killed 17 persons and
injured thousands, besides making
them partially/completely blind. The
report also condemned the criminal
legal code in place for the security forces, in the name of the Armed
Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) Special
Powers Act, 1990, and Jammu and
Kashmir Public Safety Act, 1978. The
former act grants immunity to the
security forces from any prosecution
for their killings. At the same time,
the latter provides immunity against

Spotlight
any misuse of the law through kidnappings or making enforced/ involuntary disappearances, including
sexual violence against women.
In the last 28 years, not a single
case has been prosecuted against
any security person, as the laws do
not grant justice or a chance for appeal to the victim. What was missing
from the report was the attempt by
the Indian government to change the
demography of Kashmir. To bring
about the demographic changes,
India has initiated a systematic increases in the ratio of the Hindu population. The key objective of the demographic change is to increase the
representation of Hindus in the Valley and reduce the representation of
the Jammu & Kashmir National Conference and the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) to achieve their desired
outcome if a plebiscite is held under
the United Nations.
The United Nations Human
Rights Commission (UNHRC) has
proposed that any negotiated political settlement “must entail a commitment to end a cycle of violence
and ensure accountability for the
past and current human rights violations and abuses and provide redress
for the victims”. However, the irony
is that the so called champions of
human rights have been quiet on India’s gross human rights violations.
The burning question is that why is

the international community a silent
spectator?

Abrogation of Article 370
Indian government scrapped the
autonomous status for Occupied
Kashmir enshrined in Article 370
of (India’s) Constitution and bifurcated the occupied region into two
separate Union territories – Muslim
majority Jammu and Kashmir and
Buddhist dominated Ladakh. The
special autonomous status enjoyed
by Occupied Kashmir under Article
370 was revoked in entirety through
a presidential order called The Constitution (Application to Jammu and
Kashmir) Order 2019. A Presidential
order does not require parliamentary approval, and therefore it became
effective immediately. The now-repealed Article 370 guaranteed the
Muslim-majority state of IIOJK a
great deal of autonomy. It allowed
IIOJK to have its own constitution,
distinctive and separate flag and independence over all matters except
foreign affairs, defense and communications.
Similarly, Article 35A empowered the local legislature in IIOJK to
define permanent residents of the
region. This Article came into being
in 1954 through a presidential order
under the Indian Constitution’s Article 370. Article 35A had its own significance as it forbade Indians from
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outside the state from permanently
settling, buying land, holding local
government jobs or winning education scholarships in the region.
The spirit behind Article 370
and 35A was to protect the identity
and culture of the Kashmiri people
and preserve Kashmir’s demographic character. Pakistan’s goal is to
convince India to restore the special
status of IIOJK, lift the communication blackout and ease restrictions
imposed on the general population
in Kashmir. Meanwhile, India is using
the rhetoric of terrorism as a strategy
to divert the international community’s attention from the grim reality of
IIOJK, aiming to negate the freedom
struggle of Kashmiris and their right
of self-determination. Additionally,
India introduced new domicile laws
in IIOJK after the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A to bring demographic changes in Kashmir. Under
the Jammu and Kashmir Civil Services Act, a person residing in Jammu
and Kashmir for 15 years or studying
for seven years is eligible for the Domicile. Such laws are the Indian government attempts to change disputed territory’s demography.
Though, following the India’s
move of scrapping article 370, Pakistan activated its bilateral and multilateral diplomacy. Foreign Minister
visited Beijing for consultations on
the emerging situation, and days lat-

Spotlight
er, United Nations Security Council
also held ‘informal consultations on
the India-Pakistan tensions on Kashmir dispute. Consequently, Pakistan
should take the following multilateral measures to fight Kashmir’s case:
Aggressive diplomacy needs to be
pursued to gain the international
community’s support. Delegations
comprising members of all political
parties should be sent to key capitals to highlight the grave situation
in IIOJK and present Pakistan’s position. This will signal unanimous domestic political support in Pakistan
for the issue of Kashmir.
Pakistan should go an extra mile in
mobilizing the Pakistani and Kashmiri diaspora in the U.S.
Pakistani diplomats can facilitate
meetings between representatives
of the diaspora and American lawmakers and policymakers. PM Khan
should also participate in these
meetings.
Pakistan’s message on the Kashmir
issue should be consistent: highlighting the international community’s
urgent intervention in Kashmir amid
Human Rights violations.

Kashmir Issue and Global Actors
The UNSC resolutions have recognized the right of the people of Jammu and Kashmir to decide their own
future through a process of self-determination that allows them to exercise their will through a transparent
and free plebiscite held under the supervision of the United Nation’s observers. India’s government officials
and representatives in the UN agreed
to hold a plebiscite for the final solution. Later, India followed the delaying tactics regarding holding the
plebiscite. Now India has stepped
back from the initial commitment
that it gave to the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and the international
community at the United Nations.
It is essential to understand
that Kashmir is a multilateral issue
involving Pakistan, India, Jammu &
Kashmir, the United Nations and the
international community. The silence of the international community
and the so-called civilized powers is
meaningful but not surprising. India
is a big market for European coun-

Spot Light

tries and the United States. These
countries are high stakeholders in
the United Nations as well. It is evident that developed countries’ economic and strategic interests have
priority over human rights abuses in
Kashmir. The geopolitical and strategic interests of regional and global powers are more important than
morality and human rights.

peal its repressive criminal laws,
establish credible investigation and
prosecution against the crimes committed under those laws, and revise
the laws in consonance with international human rights laws. The United
States, China and Russia must also
play their part in ensuring that India implements the UNHRC reports.
A viable strategy could be to engage

For seven decades, the Kashmir
issue remained an unresolved issue
on the agenda of the United Nations.
There is no response from the regional and global players on human
rights violations. The insularity of international organizations and India’s
rejection of third-party mediation
are the key factors that have driven
the Kashmir movement towards an
unending stalemate.
The global powers may have
a collective responsibility to protect human rights and initiate a dialogue between two nuclear powers
to maintain peace and stability in
the region, but they are oblivious to
this. In these circumstances, what
should be the viable course of action? A realistic solution appears to
increase pressure on India to implement the UNHRC recommendations.
The Commission urges India to re-

China to bring India and Pakistan to
the talking table as threats and challenges linked with the Kashmir conflict are also viewed as a potential of
China’s economic initiatives in the
region. China is a global power and
the region’s economic hub. It has the
potential to initiate a peace process
in South Asia. Pakistan should also
emphatically demand the implementation of United Nations resolutions
as self-determination is a legal and
moral right of the people of Kashmir. Based on UN resolutions, Pakistan should develop a strong counter-narrative on legal aspects of the
Kashmir issue. Proactive diplomacy
is also required incorporating an
effective strategy by Pakistan’s policymakers to project India’s human
rights violations.
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AFGHANISTAN IN CRISIS:

What Does World Demand from Taliban?

P

rotracted conflict in Afghanistan has fractured all segments of society. Although the
conflict is over now, a serious
humanitarian crisis is looming large
on Afghan horizon due to crippling
economic conditions. Millions of Afghan people are facing starvation,
the wages have dropped dramatically, and health-care system is collapsing. At the same time, the presence
of terrorist organizations in Afghanistan is a major threat to security of
region and Afghan people in particular. Whether it is about dealing with humanitarian crisis
or eliminating the terrorist
organizations, the Taliban
government should be supported by the world and
neighbouring countries in
particular.
Afghanistan is a country of thirty-eight million
people that is now facing
worst humanitarian crisis.
Before the Taliban came into
power in August 2021, the
country was heavily dependent
on the foreign aid. After the seizure
of power by the Taliban, with halting
foreign aid the US also freezes Afghan
central bank’s assets of 9.5b USD. In
addition, enforcement of sanctions
further complicated the situation for
the common people of Afghanistan.
According to World Food Program,
only two percent of the total people
have enough food in Afghanistan.
The food-assistance branch of the
United Nations has warned about
widespread acute hunger in the wartorn country.

Pakistan’s role has been extremely important from Afghanistan
Peace Process to till date. It helped
the Taliban to bring on the negotiating table, and despite risks, it
opened-up trade with Afghanistan.
Not only this, the government of Pakistan and its people are sending humanitarian aid for the Afghan people.

Additionally, Pakistan is constantly
raising voice to seek international assistance to address the alarming situation in Afghanistan. In this context,
Pakistan hosted an extraordinary
session of the OIC Council of Foreign
Ministers on the “Humanitarian Situation in Afghanistan” on 19th December 2021 in which OIC members and
representatives from the US, China,
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Russia, UN and EU also participated.
At the end of the session, OIC nations
passed a resolution pledging funds
to stave off Afghanistan ‘chaos. The
resolution affirms solidarity of the
OIC Member States with the Afghan
people in their quest to build a new
peaceful, united, stable, sovereign
and prosperous Afghanistan.
Furthermore, the OIC has decided to establish a Humanitarian Trust
Fund, under the aegis of the Islamic
Development Bank, to ensure and
channelize humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan, in partnership with other international
actors. It has been stated that
the OIC General Secretariat,
together with the Islamic
Development Bank and Humanitarian Trust Fund, shall
commence discussions with
the UN system organizations
to device a road map for mobilizing actions in relevant
fora to unlock the financial and
banking channels to resume
liquidity and flow of financial
and humanitarian assistance, and
to devise a mechanism for the disbursement of urgent and sustained
humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan; therefore the OIC
states have requested the Islamic Development Bank to expeditiously operationalize the Humanitarian Trust
Fund by the first quarter of 2022. In
addition, the decision has been taken
to launch an Afghanistan Food Security Programme, and requests the Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) to undertake necessary work
in this regard using the capacity of
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Now, when the Afghan
Taliban are dealing with the
internal security issues of
Afghanistan, the terrorist
organisations have intensified
their activities alongside the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border.
If the Taliban fail to eliminate
theses terror outfits, it will
have impact on the peace and
stability of the entire region.
Therefore, a few options
should be considered to assist
the Taliban for cleaning the
mess in Afghanistan, so that
the territory of Afghanistan
must not be used by anyone
against any country in future.
The world and neighbouring
countries i.e Pakistan, China,
Iran, Uzbekistan in particular
should provide the assistance
to Taliban in the form of
information, strategy or any
type of assistance they need
for their counter-terrorism
operations in Afghanistan.
Even, the neighbouring
countries can send their
troops to support the Taliban’s
operations against the terror
groups inside Afghanistan. For
instance, country like Pakistan
can provide significant help
in this regard, as it has
successfully eliminated the
terrorist sanctuaries from its
soil, and that is unprecedented
in the history of fight against
terrorism

the Organization’s Food Security Reserves, when necessary.
The OIC nations have recognized that terrorism has devastating
consequences on human rights and
fundamental freedoms of victims and
their families, in particular women
and girls, deploring the suffering of
the people of Afghanistan, and reaffirming its profound solidarity with
them while stressing the importance
of providing them with proper support and assistance. They have also
stressed that the Afghan territory
must not be used as a base or safe
haven for any terrorist group, and
strongly condemning terrorist attacks claimed by the so-called Islamic State in Khorasan Province (ISKP),
an entity affiliated with Daesh, resulting in the loss of numerous precious lives and injuries to many others. It is important to mention here
that the OIC resolution has called
upon Afghanistan to take concrete
steps against all terrorist organizations in particular Al-Qaeda, Deash
and its affiliates, ETIM, and TTP, and
also urged the international community to remain cautious against the
possibility of incitement and the role
of spoilers, both inside and outside
the country, to derail efforts aimed at
peace and stability in Afghanistan.
The United Nations’ officials
have also been urging the US and
other countries to provide aid to Afghanistan. The UN Security Council
has, recently, agreed that providing
humanitarian assistance will not violate sanctions. However, the world
demands from Taliban remain major impediment in normalizing the
Afghanistan’s ties with the rest of
the world. These demands include
rights, girls education, inclusivity in
government, and lastly that the Afghan soil must not be used against

15 / Melange February 2022

Infocus
any country of the world. Here arises
the question that, should the world
or neighbouring countries in particular help the Taliban to meet these
demands especially in eliminating
terrorist safe heavens in Afghanistan? Before answering this question, there is a need to understand
ground situation in Afghanistan in
this particular case, and how it will
not only affect Afghanistan’s internal
security as well as the peace of entire
region.
The terrorist organizations including Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), Eastern Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), and Islamic
State – Khorasan Province (IS-K) are
enjoying safe heavens in Afghanistan
especially in Nangarhar and Kunar
provinces. The TTP is involved in
terrorist attacks in Pakistan, IMU is
threat for Uzbekistan and ETIM is
threat for China. The IS-K is a major
challenge for peace and stability of
the region, and as it is backyard of
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIS) therefore poses challenges to
the world’s peace.
Moreover, India has been using the instability in Afghanistan for
destabilizing Pakistan to achieve its
nefarious and hegemonic designs in
the region. The troublemaker, India
has always used the instability of Afghanistan against Pakistan. Before
the Taliban’s take over, the Indian
premier agency Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) was using Indian
consulates alongside the Pak-Afghan
border as centers for launching terrorist attacks in Pakistan. The Indian state-sponsored terrorism badly
impacted Pakistan’s socio-economic
and security situation. The state that
is hell-bent on destroying the peace
and thinks that instability suits, it
will never work for peace. And such a
state does not care about the ground
realities as India did. India chose a
deadly path to accomplish its nefarious objectives. India’s use of terrorism as a tool and miscalculations led
to its complete failure in Afghanistan.
During the puppet regime of
Ashraf Ghani in Afghanistan, several consulates along the Pak-Afghan
border were being used as operation
centers by Indian premier agency
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RAW to achieve their nefarious objectives. Although, after the takeover of the Taliban in Kabul, Indian
sanctuaries of terrorists do not enjoy
support from the newly established
regime in Kabul, the instability in the
country is still being used by Indian
agencies to further destabilize Afghanistan, and Pakistan as well.
India has always played the role
of spoiler in the case of Afghanistan.
It does not only use instability in
Afghanistan during the 1970s,
1980s, 1990s, and 2000s to
spread terrorism in Pakistan,
it has also been trying to
sabotage the Afghan Peace
Process. This is quite understandable that why India is always playing havoc
in Afghanistan as it wants to
engage Pakistan on two fronts.
Therefore, the instability in Afghanistan suits India’s hegemonic
designs, and it does not want peace
in Afghanistan. This is the reason
why India is still backing the terrorists’ groups’ i.e. Islamic State – Khorasan (IS-K), Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA), and Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).
In addition, the Indian behaviour in the region can easily be
understood through historical lenses. India has dreams of becoming a
hegemon in the South Asian Region
since it came into existence. There-

fore, it often shows aggression while
dealing with its neighbors. India
knows that it cannot change its geography and with Pakistan’s presence it cannot be the hegemon in the
region as Pakistan always resists Indian aggression in the region. There-

fore, it has been formulating several
strategies to destabilize Pakistan but
failed miserably. India was not only
defeated in Afghanistan but also remained irrelevant in Afghan Peace
Process. Now, when India is striving
hard to find some role, then it needs
to clean the mess first, that it has
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created in the last two decades. India
must stop sponsoring terrorism in
the region and write a formal apology to the government and people of
Pakistan for this madness. Not only
that, the people of Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK)
have been facing Indian atrocities for
over seven decades. Indian policies
towards the IIOJK are threatening
the peace of the entire region. India
must respect the rights of the Kashmiri people and end the siege of
IIOJK. The minorities in India are
also witnessing extreme violence especially Muslims and
Sikhs. They have been largely marginalized in India.
This is what India is doing
at home, and in the region.
There is no denying the
fact that the road to peace in
Afghanistan is a challenging and
demanding task that needs the
strong will of all the stakeholders.
The leaders of Afghanistan, whether
they are in the government or part of
opposition forces, and the regional
states whose stakes are at risk due to
worsening instability in Afghanistan
need to work together aggressively
for the success of the peace process
to bring perpetual peace in Afghanistan which would eventually result
into peace and stability in the entire
region. The spoilers of the peace particularly India cannot be overlooked,
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therefore, all the domestic and regional stakeholders should be cautious.
Since the U.S. military withdrawal from Afghanistan, India is
striving to find its role in emerging
political landscape. The invitation
extended by Indian National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval to the regional powers including Pakistan for
an NSA-level meeting on Afghanistan
was another failed try to make itself
relevant player in the case of Afghanistan. Regional powers’ response to
India’s NSA-level Afghanistan meeting proved that the premier spoiler
in Afghan Peace Process cannot act
as a peacemaker until it fixes the
mess it has created from the last two
decades.
Now, when the Afghan Taliban
are dealing with the internal security issues of Afghanistan, the terrorist
organisations have intensified their
activities alongside the Pakistan-Afghanistan border. If the Taliban fail
to eliminate theses terror outfits, it
will have impact on the peace and
stability of the entire region. Therefore, a few options should be considered to assist the Taliban for cleaning
the mess in Afghanistan, so that the
territory of Afghanistan must not be
used by anyone against any country

in future. The world and neighbouring countries i.e Pakistan, China,
Iran, Uzbekistan in particular should
provide the assistance to Taliban in
the form of information, strategy or
any type of assistance they need for
their counter-terrorism operations
in Afghanistan. Even, the neighbouring countries can send their troops
to support the Taliban’s operations
against the terror groups inside Afghanistan. For instance, country like
Pakistan can provide significant help
in this regard, as it has successfully
eliminated the terrorist sanctuaries
from its soil, and that is unprecedented in the history of fight against
terrorism.
In the recent, Oslo talks, the
west has again pressed the Taliban
to meet the demands. Keeping in
view the current humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan where over three million children are suffering from malnutrition, the world needs to wakeup and take immediate measures
to address the alarming situation in
Afghanistan. Recently, it has been
reported that people including women were selling their kidneys to feed
their children and themselves. The
US needs to understand that the Taliban are now reality in Afghanistan.
Freezing Afghan’s assets is hurting
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the people of Afghanistan, it should
immediate release the frozen assets.
It’s about fate of the 38m people of
Afghanistan who are facing extreme
starvation. If the current situation
continues to prevail, according to UN
Development Program, every Afghan
citizen could be living in poverty by
mid-2022.
To say the least, the evolving
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan
is knocking the consciousness of the
world’s community. The government
of Pakistan and its people have been
assisting the Afghan people since this
alarming situation began to evolve.
But, now the crisis is far worse than
before. As the humanitarian situation is getting worse by each passing day, it is high time for the world
to take practical steps to avert the
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan.
Moreover, as the Taliban are dealing
with the internal security issues of
Afghanistan, the international community especially the neighbouring
countries like Pakistan, China, Iran
and Uzbekistan should provide “allout support” to the Taliban government to eliminate the terror outfits
from Afghanistan, which is also one
of the demands of the world’s community.
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FATF Duplicity & Indian Heinous
Agenda Vis-à-vis Pakistan

F

inancial Action Task Force
(FATF) following its plenary
meeting in October 2021 retained Pakistan’s grey list status despite fulfillment of 30 of 34 assigned action plans while extending
the period till the forthcoming FATF
meeting in February 2022. The announcement once again raised serious questions regarding the credibility of the global financial watchdog
that has failed to justify its decision
vis-à-vis Pakistan. Notwithstanding
the FATF fresh decisions, constraints
and challenges, Pakistan has effectively dealt with the challenges of
money laundering and terror financing issue. It has carried out a comprehensive reformative measure to
consolidate surveillance, monitoring, and accountability. In particular,
during the worst global pandemic
crisis of Covid-19, it kept its ambitions and goals intact for addressing
this alarming challenge.
Ironically, the country remains on the grey list despite having
sacrificed around 80,000 lives and
suffering the economic loss of $150
billion after joining the US-led war
against terrorism. Over the years, it
has proactively carried out legal reforms and necessary policy changes
to pursue the full-scale compliance
of the FATF aspirations from Pakistan. Furthermore, it has expressed
readiness to cooperate with the
global watchdog to ensure domestic transparency and accountability
in the future. Despite its comprehensive efforts, the FATF approach
towards Pakistan is objectionable

and rigid. It has given an impression of
projecting the narrative of the actors that
tend to push Pakistan
into the Blacklist status.
E v i d e n t l y,
no other state in the
world has exhibited
as much commitment
to meet the FATF
compliance protocols
as has Pakistan. From
regulation of domestic laws to international cooperation,
Pakistan’s effort to
combat the menace
of money laundering
remain
exemplary.
At the domestic level, different national
institutional
agencies-The NACTA, FIA
FBR, State Bank of Pakistan, and the Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan have done a
commendable job to
ensure enhanced surveillance over money
laundering and terror
financing activities in
the country. Likewise,
NACTA has taken radical measures to further robust counter
terrorism measures
through developing
an integrated strate-
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gy for addressing the plausible vulnerability of Terror Financing and
Money Laundering all across the
country at the regional and provincial level. One of the major successes that Pakistan has attained in its
aligned principles to FATF is the successful adoption of proscribed UNSCR resolutions 1267/1989/1988
and UNSCR 1373 through two drafting of two different reformative measures. Pakistan gives domestic effect
to UNSCR 1267 by issuing Statutory
Regulatory Order (SROs) following
an update to listings by the UN. Despite recent improvements in implementing UNSCR 1267 without delay,

there are numerous instances where
SROs were issued several days after
changes to listing at the UN; Pakistan
has banned the proscribed 66 entities and approximately held 7,600
individuals. Apart from that, it has
passed several laws to strengthen
the process of accountability and
check on the money processing inflow and outflow respectively.
In the financial sector, Pakistan established two-fold technical
compliance with FATF proposals,
and crucial enhancements that are
required for the viable execution of
preventive measures. Most banks and
economic corporations successfully
apply
record-keeping prerequisites and
have risk-based arrangements and procedures. Banks and
ECs implement interior controls and have
AML/CFT
compliance officials, screen
new staff, and have
ongoing training programs and inward review capacities. Apart
from this, the current
government has been
emphasizing the various reformative and
constitutional
reforms to ensure the
FATF protocol compliance at its fullest.
Prime Minister Imran
khan was fully determined to uproot the
menace of black money and terror financing from the country
to ensure a transparent mechanism. The
World Bank conducted a mutual evaluation on Pakistan,
based on FATF’s assessment guidelines.
The 218-page report
lists in detail the steps
that had already been
taken by Pakistan
till then in respect
of prevention, criminalization of money
laundering, and ter19 / Melange February 2022

rorist financing. The evaluators of
that particular report acknowledged
the government of Pakistan for their
remarkable commitment to the assessment of the FATF.
Most banks and ECs successfully
apply
record-keeping
prerequisites and have risk-based
CDD arrangements and procedures.
However, a critical inadequacy is
their absence of compelling recognizable proof of beneficial proprietors during the CDD cycle. Banks
and ECs implement interior controls
and have AML/CFT compliance officials, screen new staff, and have ongoing training programs and inward
review capacities. Somewhat, these
controls are sabotaged by a helpless
level, or need, of comprehension of
ML/TF chances. Pakistan has revamped its adequacy of laws and
regulations regarding non-profit organizations also banned those identified as being vulnerable to terrorist
financing abuse. Furthermore, it has
passed various laws and legislation
at the federal and provincial levels to
avert the risks of ML and Terror Financing.
The aforementioned efforts
reflect cooperative behavior and sincere intention on part of Pakistan for
regional peace and manage the crisis
ensuing regional terrorism. Nevertheless, those efforts were declared
insufficient by the FATF. Therefore,
it can be reasonably questioned as
to what mechanism is used for assessing Pakistan’s compliance status
to the FATF protocols. What are the
probable challenges that Pakistan
face in the complete implementation
of the FATF points?
One of the major impediments
is India’s politicization that undermines the technical processes and
spirit of the FATF. Following the FATF
decision against Pakistan in October 2021 the Indian External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar confessed to
influencing the FATF to keep Pakistan on the “grey list” which raised
serious questions on the integrity
of the watchdog. In this regard, the
Indian news agency ANI quoted Jaishankar on Sunday as saying; “Due to
us, Pakistan is under the lens of FATF
and it was kept in the grey list.” “The
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Indian statement not only exposes
its real face but also vindicates Pakistan’s longstanding stance on India’s
negative role in FATF.” India’s manipulation of FATF for heinous political
designs against Pakistan is not only
disgraceful but also renders the FATF
a mere political tool to serve the vested interests of some countries. As a
test case, India attained favorable
leverage from the FATF while Pakistan has always been treated harshly despite its utmost commitment to
support the envisioned agenda for
combating the money laundering
and terror financing from the region.
Notwithstanding Indian heinous crimes and non-compliance of
the FATF protocols, the FATF has exhibited indifferent attitude instead
of placing it in the blacklist. For
instance, The US Treasury Department’s Finance Crimes Enforcement
Network (FinCEN) charged MT/TF/
FF exposed the engagement of Indian state-owned banks in the heinous
malpractices of ML and TF to the
mercenaries and militant insurgents
in the region. FinCEN has exposed
the involvement of at least 44 Indian banks linked to transactions of
$2 trillion used in facilitating and financing acts of terrorism that went
unchecked by the FATF or its affiliat-

ed bodies. In this reference, the FATF
providing special exemption to Delhi
due to western economic interests
with India clearly shows its Prejudice. The comprehensive report reveals that the majority of the Indian
banks are covertly engaged in illegal
money transactions. In this regard,
2000 illegal transactions amounting
more than $1billion were made between the years 2011 to 2017. It is
percipient to mention that during
this period FATF put Pakistan twice
in the grey list status despite little to
evidence to warrant such a biased
decision. On the other hand, Indian
involvement in such heinous crimes
was deliberately ignored by the FATF.
Furthermore, there are also reports
of the involvement of Union Bank of
India, and State Bank of India in suspicious transactions in foreign states
such as the UK and Canada. Those
shreds of evidence designate Indian
banks in the illegal transferring of
money. This trail of money laundering was further exposed when the
UN published a report that revealed
the sponsorship of insurgent grips
in the state of Karnataka, Kerala,
and Assam. Likewise, massive suspicious money scams were exposed
during the Indian premier league
that went unnoticed by the interna-
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One of the major
impediments is India’s
politicization that
undermines the technical
processes spirit of FATF.
Following the FATF
decision against Pakistan
in October 2021 the Indian
External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar confessed
to influencing the FATF to
keep Pakistan on the “grey
list” which raised serious
questions on the integrity of
the watchdog
tional watchdogs. Also, the 10 Indian
banks are rated as the worst-performing banks out of 15 by the S&P
Global market. After the FinCEN report, the Indian accusations against
Pakistan regarding the terror sponsorship becomes redundant, but as
far as Indian appraisal or security for
its money laundering involvement is
concerned, the FATF is yet to mark a
step. The deliberate ignorance of the
Indian case is purely a discriminative approach while pushing harder
against Pakistan is utter political bias
of the FATF body.
A report on another
Indian driven global scam
was published by EU DisinfoLab, which uncovered
a worldwide network of
fake media outlets, think
tanks and NGOs serving
Indian interests are concrete evidence of Indian
involvement in propaganda warfare. While the
evidence of fake outlets
and financial sponsoring of such illicit agencies and entities by India
worldwide for the past
fifteen years not only
validates Pakistan’s rhetoric of Indian sponsored
militant insurgency, it
was also responsible for
undermining Pakistan’s
efforts to combat money
laundering and terror financing. The FATF is yet
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torespond to this
globally exposed and
condemned massive
propaganda warfare
by India despite serious pieces of evidence of the ML/TF.
Another
important aspect, in
the last fifteen years,
the Indian regional TF campaign was
not only confined to
Pakistan, but in fact
it pumped 3 billion
dollars into Afghanistan fueling the war
machine through its
intelligence
agencies, in particular
the RAW. The US
Foreign policy magazine highlighted Indian sponsorship of
Daish for promoting
regional terrorism.
The magazine makes it crystal-clear
that- Indians, for the most part, appearing in attacks in Afghanistan and
limited numbers on the battlefield
in Syria. The attack on the prison in
Jalalabad follows the earlier decision
by ISKP to use an Indian fighter to
attack a Sikh gurdwara—a place of
worship—in Kabul.
Adding further, Indian state
sponsored terrorism against Pakistan is widely known to the world. In
June 2015, the Indian Prime Minister
Modi, during his visit to Bangladesh
openly admitted that India was involved in the activities to destabilise
Pakistan. He expressed his views
that India had no regrets for assisting
Mukti-Bahini Movement for creating
Bangladesh. This assertive mindset
further contemplated time and again
carrying out terror financing activities inside Pakistan through Baloch
Separatists and TTP respectively.
India has been funding terrorism for
a very long period duly managed by
Kulbhushan Yadav through Indian
state sponsored terrorist financing
violating international money laundering laws. This alarming trend can
be further appraised by the statement of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Defence Minister

is on record threatening Pakistan of
teaching it a lesson through destabilization of Baluchistan and thereafter
RAW agent was arrested in Baluchistan and he has confessed for spying
and acts of terrorism duly financed
by Indian Government under Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Furthermore, it is on record that India
also transferred funds to Kulbhushan
Yadav - the agent of RAW who was
caught red-handed on 25th March
2016 while spying and financing terrorist acts in Pakistan and he was
using these funds channeled through
fake business concerns via covert
Indian establishment based abroad
for intelligence gathering for Indian
agencies and had been working in
Baluchistan at the behest of RAW.
FATF also persistently ignored
Indian nuclear terrorism threats
over the years. Pertinent to mention
that 18 nuclear material’s theft and
lost incidents reported in India from
1994 to 2022 involving over 200 kg
of nuclear material. The theft of over
200 kilograms of nuclear material
over the last two decades in India
poses a serious threat of nuclear terrorism, necessitating action by the
global powers to address poor safety
standards in the country.
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China and Pakistan, the countries neighboring India, have been
calling for strengthening regulations
following repeated incidents of theft
of nuclear material in India but FATF
turned a blind eye towards Indian
ploys that poses serious human security threat.
Such incidents have raised
concerns about India, which has
emerged as a potential hotspot in the
illegal trade of nuclear technology
and materials vital for a malicious
nuclear supply chain for state and
non-state actors.
To conclude, with such vindicated true evidence, the FATF’s ignorance of the Indian involvement
remains a grave area of concern and
it also questions the sanctity of FATF
towards treating states differently,
notwithstanding their protocols of
objectivity and rationality. This dubious behavior has dented the sanctity of institution. Therefore, it must
introspect its policy operation module to ensure rationality. There is no
doubt Pakistan deserves favorable
concessions for its utmost efforts to
combat the global menace of illicit
transactions of money and terror financing.
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KASHMIR ISSUE

And The Role of International Community

T

he people in various parts
of the world observed the
right to self-determination
day on January 5, 2022, in a
bid to remind the UN Security Council of its long-standing obligation to
implement its resolution of 5th January 1949. The resolution upholds
the inalienable right of the citizens of
Jammu and Kashmir to self-determination, through a fair and impartial
plebiscite under the auspicious of
the UN. On the other hand, February
5th of every year marks Kashmir Solidarity Day.
As usual rallies, seminars, conferences, and protests were held
across the world to highlight the

mounting human rights violations
in what is now dubbed the largest
open-air prison on earth. And as
usual, the international community
and human rights organizations will
“take notice” of the abysmal human
rights situation and “express serious concern”, but paying lip service
to the cause of the Kashmir freedom
struggle has not led to any respite in
the Kashmiris suffering and the issue
remains unaddressed as India seems
unaffected by the concerns of the international community.
Similarly, the repeated offers
of talks and dialogue by Pakistan to
amicably resolve all issues, including
the internationally recognized and
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protracted Kashmir have not yielded
any significant results. Pakistan has
been seeking an immediate redressal
of the lingering Kashmir issue, the
raison d’etre of its conflict with India, and the cause of many other regional traditional and non-traditional human security issues. However,
India’s belligerent attitude towards
Pakistan and its hegemonic policies
in the South Asian region only undermine the existing mechanism for dialogue on Kashmir and imperil prospects for peace.
Sadly enough, even after seven
decades since the partition of the
subcontinent in 1947, the people of
Kashmir remain politically marginalized and oppressed under the Indian
occupation forces who enjoy complete impunity. The future of Kashmir remains criminally undecided
by the UN and the international community. Without any breakthrough
or immediate solution in sight, the
unresolved Kashmir dispute threatens to fester and undermine any efforts and gains concerning the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Adding fuel to the fire, the conflicting narratives, and position of India
render the conflict transformation
and conflict resolution initiatives a
daunting challenge at best. The two
South Asian nuclear powers are
locked in this protracted dispute and
have fought wars turning the region
into a nuclear flashpoint. Frequent
skirmishes on the border in the wake
of India’s unilateral decision in violation of relevant UN resolutions necessitate immediate global attention
and action.

International Perspective

Pakistan has always sought international mediation and facilitation to resolve the Kashmir issue in
line with relevant UN resolutions.
The potential mediators of the Kashmir issue like the UN and the five
veto-holding members of the UN
Security Council are deeply divided
and unable to reach a consensus in
developing a framework for implementing the existing UN resolutions
to address the longest-standing international conflict that threatens to
engulf the entire globe.
It is not enough for the international community to merely call out
India for its atrocities in Kashmir
or the genocidal calls against Muslims in India, it must take concrete
steps to hold India accountable for
its grave human rights violations. In
this regard, the unilateral decision of
India to rip Kashmir of its constitutionally political status under Article
370 and 35 A of the Indian constitution is a recent example at hand that
requires international attention and
necessitates that Pakistan evaluates
the efficacy of its policy towards the
Kashmir dispute.
Undoubtedly, as a party to the
Kashmir issue, Pakistan should continue to assert its legitimate claim and
express solidarity with the people of
Kashmir by extending its unwavering moral, political and diplomatic
support to the indigenous freedom
struggle. Moreover, Pakistan should
expedite diplomatic efforts to sen-

sitize the international community
to the extent that it appreciates the
urgent need to mitigate the plight of
Kashmiris and realize its obligation
to resolve the issue in line with UN
resolutions. To this end, regional and
The international community
must make sincere and renewed
efforts to recommit the UN
to implement its relevant
resolutions. Although, India
is unlikely to budge as it has
chosen to delude itself and
mislead the international
community by calling Kashmir
its “internal issue”. Needless
to say, this assertion could not
be further from the truth given
that threat to peace anywhere
is a threat to peace everywhere,
for peace is indivisible. In a
deeply interdependent and
globalized world, we cannot
turn blind eye to problems in
one part of the world without
imperiling peace and security
in another. Indeed, as a nuclear
flashpoint between Pakistan
and India, treating the Kashmir
dispute as a bilateral issue
between India and Pakistan will
be a grave mistake

23 / Melange February 2022

global multilateral forums, especially
the UN, the OIC, and potential stakeholders like China, and the US should
be pushed about the need to develop
a viable mechanism so as to ensure
the human and democratic rights of
the people of Kashmir.
Yet despite sincere efforts towards the resolution of the Kashmir
dispute, Pakistan finds itself locked
in a perpetual conflict with its much
larger, belligerent, and increasingly non-democratic India which under hawkish Modi-regime seems to
have lost any sense of respect for
democratic and humanitarian ideals.
Thus, it is advisable that until the final settlement of the issue, Pakistan
make it a priority to expose Indian
war crimes in Kashmir and seek international cooperation in reaching
a framework whereby Kashmir is
de-militarized.
On the other hand, the international community must make sincere
and renewed efforts to recommit the
UN to implement its relevant resolutions. Although, India is unlikely
to budge as it has chosen to delude
itself and mislead the international
community by calling Kashmir its
“internal issue”. Needless to say, this
assertion could not be further from
the truth given that threat to peace
anywhere is a threat to peace everywhere, for peace is indivisible. In a
deeply interdependent and globalized world, we cannot turn blind eye
to problems in one part of the world
without imperiling peace and security in another. Indeed, as a nuclear
flashpoint between Pakistan and India, treating the Kashmir dispute as
a bilateral issue between India and
Pakistan will be a grave mistake.
Thus, to honor the freedom
struggle of Kashmiris, defend their
right to self-determination, and ensure a just and peaceful world order,
we must call for an end to Indian
atrocities through the implementation of all relevant UN resolutions
providing for the inalienable rights of
Kashmiris including January 5, 1949,
that provides the base for settlement
of the Kashmir dispute. The international community is direly needed to
find out a solution to India’s intransigent attitude to mitigate the sufferings of the Kashmiri people.
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Emerging Technologies and Evolving
Cyber Security Challenges

S

ecuring information has become one of the arduous tasks
in recent days. Cyber Security
plays a dynamic role in data or
information technology. Whenever
we think about cyber security, the
primary thing that comes to our mind
is Cyber Crimes, privacy breaches,
which are growing immensely day
by day. Numerous governments and
corporations are dealing with various procedures to avert cybercrimes.
Notwithstanding the innumerable
measures adopted to address the
challenge, cyber security remains a
serious concern for many.
Cybersecurity is limited to protecting industrial information and
other areas such as cyberspace. Even
modern technologies like cloud computing, mobile computing, net banking, E-commerce also need a high
level of security. Since these technologies hold some vital information regarding a person, their security has

become necessary. Enhancing cyber
security and guarding critical information architectures are essential to
safety and profitable security. Producing the Internet safer and caring
for internet users has become crucial
to developing new services and governmental policies. Combating cybercrime requires a comprehensive
approach. Technical measures alone
are inadequate for criminal law enforcement agencies to effectively investigate and prosecute cybercrime
and cybercriminals. Many countries
and governments today have strict
cybersecurity laws to avoid the loss
of sensitive information. Indeed,
awareness and education about cybersecurity is essential to mitigate
this growing trend.
Trends Changing Cyber Security
Given below are some of the trends
that significantly impact cyber security:
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Web Servers
The chance of assaults on net programs to extract records or distribute malicious code persists. Cybercriminals distribute their malicious
code through valid net servers that
they have compromised. However,
records-stealing assaults, a lot of
which get the media’s attention, also
are a substantial chance. There is a
need for more emphasis on defensive
net servers and net programs. Web
servers are, in particular, the firstclass platform for those cyber criminals to hack borrow records. Hence,
one ought to continually use a more
secure browser to fall prey to those
crimes, in particular in the course of
actual transactions.

Cloud Computing and Its Services
These days, small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and large enterprises are gradually switching
to cloud services. In other words,
the world is slowly moving towards
the clouds. This latest trend raises
serious cybersecurity concerns as
traffic can pass through traditional
barriers. Moreover, as the number
of applications available in the cloud
increases, policy controls over web
applications and cloud services must
also prevent the loss of valuable information. While cloud services
evolve their models, many questions
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Enhancing cyber security
and guarding critical
information architectures
are essential to safety and
profitable security. Producing
the Internet safer and caring
for internet users has become
crucial to developing new
services and governmental
policies. Combating
cybercrime requires a
comprehensive approach.
Technical measures alone
are inadequate for criminal
law enforcement agencies to
effectively investigate and
prosecute cybercrime and
cybercriminals
about security still arise. The cloud
can provide tremendous intelligence,
but it should always be borne in
mind that security concerns increase
as the cloud advances.
APT’s and Targeted Outbreaks
APT (Advanced Persistent Threat)
is a whole new level of cybercrime.
For many years, network security
features such as web filtering or IPS
have been essential in identifying
targeted attacks (mainly after initial
compromise). As attackers become
more daring and obscure, network
security must integrate with other
security services to detect attacks.
Therefore, it is necessary to improve
security practices to avoid the emergence of new threats in the future.
Cellular Networks
Today we can connect with anyone,
anywhere in the world. However, for
these mobile networks, security is a
concern. Firewalls and other security measures are becoming weaker
as people use tablets, phones, PCs,
and more today, requiring additional security beyond those that exist in
the applications they use. We should
always think about the security issues of these mobile networks. Other
mobile networks are very vulnerable
to these cybercriminals. When security issues arise, you need to be very
careful.

IPv6: New Net Protocol
IPv6 is a new Internet protocol that
replaces IPv4 (previous version),
which is generally the backbone of
our networks and the internet as a
whole. IPv6 security is not just about
porting IPv4 features. Although IPv6
is a complete replacement for allowing more IP addresses to be used,
there are a few fundamental protocol changes to consider in your security policy. Therefore, it is best to
migrate to IPv6 as soon as possible
to mitigate the risks associated with
cybercrime.
Encryption of the Code
Encodes a message (or information)
in a way that an interceptor or hacker cannot read. News or information
is encrypted using a cryptographic
algorithm to turn it into unreadable
text. This is usually done with an encryption key that specifies how the
message is encrypted. Entry-level
encryption protects data confidentiality and integrity. However, the
widespread use of encryption creates more cybersecurity challenges.
Encryption is also used to protect
data in transit, such as data transmitted over networks (e.g., the Internet,
e-commerce), cell phones, wireless
microphones, wireless intercoms,
etc.

Cyber Ethics

Cyber ethics is a just internet code.
There is an excellent opportunity to
use the internet safely and appropriately as we practice these cyber ethics. The below are a few of them:
Use the Internet to communicate
and interact with others. Email and
instant messaging make it easy to
stay in touch with friends and family,
connect with co-workers, and share
ideas and information with people in
your city or around the world.
The practice of being an internet
thug should be discouraged. Naming
people, lie, post embarrassing pictures, or do anything else to offend,
should also be renounced.
Since the internet is considered
the world’s most extensive library
of information on all subject areas, it
is always essential to use it correctly
and legally.
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Do not use passwords to manage
other accounts.
Do not mess around with sending
malware to other people’s systems.
Never share your personal information with anyone, as it is likely
that others will use your data, and
you will end up in trouble.
Do not pretend to be someone
else when you are online, and do not
try to create a fake account for someone else. You and others could be in
trouble.
Always respect copyrighted information and only download games
or videos where permitted.

Conclusion

Computer security is a vast topic that
is becoming increasingly important
as the world becomes more interconnected and networks are used
to conduct important transactions.
Cybercrime, like information security, continues to spread along different paths each year. The latest disruptive technologies and new cyber
tools and threats that emerge daily
are challenging how organizations
secure their infrastructure and the
need for new platforms and intelligence. There is no perfect solution to
cybercrime, but for the safe future of
cyberspace, we must do our best to
minimize it.
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PAKISTAN-NEPAL Bilateral Relation:

T

Grow i ng Par tne r sh i p

he bilateral relations between the two countries are
based on goodwill, mutual
cooperation and support.
Both countries hold similar views on
many issues of common interests at
various international and regional
forums. Pakistan fully supports Nepal’s unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity as a matter of prime importance. This in view, Pakistan has
repeatedly assured Nepal of its total
political support and adherence to
the principles of non-interference in
internal affairs.
Nepal and Pakistan shared long
historical linkages as both Himalayan states are located in the South
Asian region. The two countries
developed diplomatic relations in
March 1960. The bilateral relations
were then fully established between
1962 and 1963, given that the erstwhile East Pakistan (Bangladesh)
was surrounded by Indian Territory
from three sides, and also shared a
small part of its boundary with Nepal and hence good relations with
Nepal were crucial for Pakistan. Both
nations have since sought to expand

their bilateral trade, strategic and
military cooperation.
In 1962 Nepal established a
residential Embassy in Islamabad
and Honorary Nepali Consulate General in Karachi in 1975. In 1963, an
agreement was signed between Pakistan and Nepal to provide free
trade and transit facilities from the
Chittagong port of East Pakistan, later in the same year, an air link was
also established with East Pakistan.
Although during the 1971 war of
India and Pakistan, Nepal adopted a
neutral posture but soon recognized
the newly independent Bangladesh.
This led Pakistan to break diplomatic ties with Kathmandu which were
later re-established. Meanwhile, to
enhance bilateral trade, Pakistan and
Nepal signed an agreement on October 19, 1962, it also provides for a
grant of the “Most Favored Nation”;
a special and favorable treatment by
one country to the other in matters
of commerce. The agreement seeks
to diversify Nepal’s trade with Pakistan systematically.
Moreover, under the Nepal-Pakistan joint economic commission,
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which was established in 1983, Pakistan had a considerable investment
in joint ventures with Nepal in the
textile, hotel and banking industry.
Similarly, a joint business council
was established in 1996 between the
Federation of Nepalese Chambers
of Commerce and Industry and the
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. Nepal’s export to Pakistan includes primarily
raw hides and leather, gum, turpentine oils, contact lenses, textile items,
medical and surgical instruments.
Nepal’s import from Pakistan consists of edible fruits and nuts, dates,
ginger, saffron, turmeric, thyme, bay
leaves, curry and other spices, electro-medical instruments, and appliances etc.
Similarly, for the promotion of
tourism, an Agreement on tourism
Cooperation was signed in 2009. The
Agreement provides for mutual cooperation in tourism and archaeology; exchanges of tourism organizations and travel and tour operators;
cooperation to encourage tourists
from third countries to visit their respective countries; mutual exchange

Diplomatic Corner
of tourism information, materials
and experience; production of tourism-related films and videotapes; and
collaboration for investment. Around
5,000 tourists from Pakistan visit Nepal every year. Correspondingly, for
the promotion of cultural linkages,
efforts are also made between both
countries, by the means of inter-universities engagement. Both states
signed a Cultural Agreement in May
1970, establishing inter-universities
relations, and cooperation between
Radio and Television. Nepal-Pakistan
Friendship and Cultural Association
is operational in Kathmandu. A Nepal Friendship Group also exists in
Islamabad.
Economic cooperation between both countries is broad and
encompassing several sectors. The
Government of Pakistan has been
providing 25 seats under Pakistan
Technical Assistance Programme
(PTAP) to Nepali students for higher
education in the Medical, Engineering, and pharmaceutical fields. After
the devastating earthquake of April
2015, the Government of Pakistan
sent immediate assistance to Nepal.
It dispatched rescue and relief teams,
food, water, tents and other relief
material. Pakistan took part in the
International Conference on Nepal’s
Reconstruction and pledged support
to Nepal. The Government of Pakistan provided US$ 1 million to the
Government of Nepal as a relief to
the victims of floods and landslides
in Terai region of Nepal in 2017.
Nepal has always remained
an important regional, SAARC
member country, having signifNepal has always
remained an important
regional, SAARC
member country, having
significance in the
context of countering or
abetting any hegemonic
designs espoused by
India. Periodic exchanges
of visits at various levels
have strengthened
bilateral relations

icance in the context of countering
or abetting any hegemonic designs
espoused by India. Periodic exchang-

es of visits at various levels have
strengthened bilateral relations.
Former Prime Minister of Pakistan
Mian Muhammad Nawaz Sharif visited Nepal to attend the 18th SAARC
Summit held in Kathmandu on 26-27
November 2014. Earlier, then Foreign Minister of Nepal Mr. Mahendra
Bahadur Pandey had visited Pakistan
on 23-24 October 2014 to hand over
the invitation from the Prime Minister of Nepal to the Pakistani Prime
Minister to attend the Summit. Similarly, Prime Minister of Pakistan
Mr. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi paid an
official visit to Nepal on 5-6 March
2018. This was a bilateral visit by a
Pakistani head of state after a long
gap of two decades. Pakistan’s Prime
Minister along with emphasizing Nepal and Pakistan’s relations during
his visit also talked about China’s
BRI and CPEC project and its benefits
for regional development. Recently,
Nepal attended a nine-nation webinar on the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), in which the experts stressed
the need to strengthen multilateral
cooperation, promote the multibillion-dollar project and reject any notion of a “New Cold War”.
The bilateral relations between
the two countries are based on goodwill, mutual cooperation and support. Both countries hold similar
views on many issues of common interests at various international and
regional forums. Pakistan fully supports Nepal’s unity, sovereignty and
territorial integrity as a matter of
prime importance. This in view, Pakistan has repeatedly assured Nepal
of its total political support and adherence to the principles of non-interference in internal affairs. Within
the South Asian region, under SAARC
COVID-19 Emergency Fund, Pakistan
extended anti-pandemic medical
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equipment and other assistance to
the SAARC member states, including Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and
Maldives. Most recently, the SAARC
secretary-general visited Islamabad
and Pakistan reaffirmed its willingness to host the 19th summit of the
forum. Pakistan regretted that the
prospects of durable peace and stability in the region, and the great
potential for economic development
and regional cooperation had been
held hostage by the hegemonic and
hostile behaviour of India. For its
part, Nepal has considered Pakistan
as an important player in the region
vis-à-vis India.
Nepal and Pakistan both have
untapped potential in tourism. Both
states not only possess rich historical sites and scenic tourist spots but
are also home to the world’s tallest
mountains, Mount Everest and K2,
which can attract tourist around the
globe and provide great opportunities to mountain climbers as well.
This bilateral cooperation will also
help to promote the soft image of
both states at the international level. Last but not the least, under CPEC
and BRI, the landlocked state of Nepal can get benefits of easy excess to
hot waters and can open its doors to
the world. Pakistan and Nepal’s bond
will be further strengthened in the
coming future and both will rise together and build a better, secure and
stable region through mutual cooperation.

Diplomatic Corner
Saima Zaman

Saima Zaman is Associate Editor of the Melange International Magazine,
Sub-Editor of The Asian Telegraph.

SAARC:

F

Regional Integration in South Asia

ollowing a series of meetings
aimed at reaching a consensus, an initiative by Bangladesh led to the signing of the
SAARC Charter by seven states on
8th December 1985.The structure
formed by the SAARC Charter shaped
a compact and strongly institutionalized base for the association. Four
levels of decision-making with their
subsequent implementation at the
lower levels were established. The
uppermost level encompasses summit meetings of the Heads of States
and Prime Ministers. The SAARC
member countries include Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Afghanistan
is the eighth member of the SAARC.
The South Asian region is of
strategic significance between the
east and west concerning defence,
trade, transport, population growth,
and financial growth. Internationally,
regionalism has come to be extensively acknowledged as a principal
framework for economic development through cooperative engagement, predominantly in the context
of spreading globalization. One of the
conspicuous features of international politics since 1945 is the creation
of regional organizations on the basis of shared vision and common

benefits as well as geographical contiguity. These relations on the basis
of shared interests have resulted in
the establishment of several regional
organizations.
SAARC is one such manifestation of an increasingly interdependent world. The idea behind the
formulation of SAARC was to encourage peace, harmony, and financial
growth through the collaboration
of South Asian states. It also aimed
Pakistan’s geostrategic
location makes it a potential
entity to function as the bridge
for linking Eurasia’s disparate
regional integration blocs such
as the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAU) and the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC)

at sharing the accessible resources,
building trust among parties, and enabling partnership through dialogue
and communication between leaders. South Asia is a region intricately
knitted together with a shared history, culture, people to people contacts,
and religious traditions. The SAARC
region, with its nearly 1.5 billion in-
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habitants make up a substantial portion of the world’s population, and in
any case, its position on the border
with China places it at the heart of
a vivacious world region. Notwithstanding the few critics who argue
that the exclusion of bilateral issues
is hindering the success of the organization, this multilateral institution
has enormous potential to mitigate
social and financial issues of the region. For the last 36 years of its existence, SAARC has had some notable
achievements in terms of lessening
poverty, safeguarding food security,
strengthening energy collaboration,
and above all promoting trade activities in the region. The economic and
social prosperity of a country is significantly enhanced and safeguarded
if it is integrated in the regional or
global market as part of a regional block compared to its individual
participation. Indeed, the advent of
a number of regional blocks in Asia,
Africa, and America is reflects the
veracity of this assertion. A cohesive
and integrated regional economy
accelerates the economic development of member countries. Besides,
member countries can also enjoy
improved influence in dealing with
the global systems of finance, investment, and trade. Membership of regional block also provides protection
when it comes to deal with the challenges of shifts in the global political
economy. This leads us to appreciate
the fact that regional cooperation is
crucial for prosperity of South Asian
Region. Economic interdependency
and synergy leads to the resolution
of conflicts rooted in political differences.
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The solution to mutual quandary is in peace and in an environment
of negotiation and collaboration
rather than of fight and hostility. For
national as well as regional prosperity, Peace is indispensable. It is occasionally claimed that unless economic cooperation between India and
Pakistan is regularized, South Asian
economic collaboration will not
prosper. Though the regularization
of trade relations between the two
countries is certainly critical for the
success of SAARC, still the cooperation among other SAARC countries
can’t be refuted.
Such as SAARC Free Trade
Area (SAFTA), the SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA),
the SAARC Food Bank, the SAARC
development Fund (SDF), SAARC
Arbitration Council (SARCO), the
South Asian Regional Standards Organization (SARSO) have potential
to support trade development in
South Asia and across the globe for
SAARC countries. The South Asian
University instituted in 2010 is offering postgraduate and doctoral
programs in numerous disciplines.
SAARC has also managed to produce
situations and forums for Heads of
States and Governments to engage
in much-needed talks on shared beyond the framework of SAARC itself.
On the security front, SAARC
Regional Convention on Suppression
of Terrorism deals with the steadfastness of member states to take
active measures that perpetrators of
terrorism do not escape prosecution
and penalty by providing for their
extradition or prosecution.  The
changes that we are undergoing are
global in scope particularly in the
backdrop of the Covid 19 pandemic.
The accomplishment of states in the
contemporary world is measured
in terms of being familiarized with
regional and global trends. In this
respect encouraging exports, attracting investments, and skilled labour,
providing a favorable environment
for international companies, building beneficial and productive institutions of research and higher learning,
exercise political influence on the
regional and global scene, and also
branding the nation traditionally in
the international market-place are

worth mentioning. Those who come
up with apprehensions regarding the
growing influence of China in the region need to understand the fact that
South Asia with CPEC is proceeding
towards economic integration and
regional connectivity. With the emergence of the corridor, the arrival of
new political players in the region is
something that can provide support
for growth. China’s mounting role
in South Asia, as apparent from seaports and corridors, will make it an
active player in the region. Instead
of blaming China, in order to achieve
the vision of regional connectivity
and development, SAARC countries
should join hands and give up the
political differences. In this regard,
recently Pakistan invited India to virtually attend the upcoming SAARC
Summit in Islamabad. The initiative
is in need of being reciprocated by
New Delhi, and it should walk the

extra few miles to ensure regional integration. The good sign is that
SAARC Secretary General Esala Ruwan Weerakoon visited Islamabad
in December last year and discussed
the prospects of the upcoming summit. Pakistan, in the quest of regional
serenity, went forward with a pragmatic approach to invite India. This
was sensibly recommended by Pakistan, as a way out, so that the obligation of consensus to hold the summit
is fulfilled, and the moot goes ahead.
Pakistan’s geostrategic location
makes it a potential entity to function as the bridge for linking Eurasia’s disparate regional integration
blocs such as the Eurasian Economic Union (EAU) and the South Asian
Association for Regional Coopera29 / Melange February 2022

SAARC is one such
manifestation of an
increasingly interdependent
world. The idea behind the
formulation of SAARC was
to encourage peace, harmony,
and financial growth through
the collaboration of South
Asian states. It also aimed
at sharing the accessible
resources, building trust
among parties, and enabling
partnership through dialogue
and communication between
leaders
tion (SAARC). Consequently, it will
offer the foundation for expanding
CPEC in order to bring together the
supercontinent’s many civilizations
through a new pancontinental trade
network, with the first such connected project being the PAKAFUZ
railway through Afghanistan which
could form the basis for a larger
Central Eurasian Corridor (CEC). It’s
vital to point out that this outstanding strategic goal effortlessly merges
with Russia’s Greater Eurasian Partnership (GEP) and China’s harmonizing vision to link all of its Belt &
Road Initiative (BRI) partners more
closely together. These thrilling potentials make Pakistan the universal
pivot state. For future prospects, it
is the obligation of all South Asian
countries to address mutual regional
problems such as the Afghan humanitarian disaster and the Rohingya
refugee crisis. Clearly, SAARC can be
an active tool and platform for safeguarding this particular purpose.
Moreover, SAARC can offer a favorable and useful atmosphere to shape
economic collaborations which can
alter the quality of life of the people of
this particular region. As SAARC celebrated its 37th establishment day in
December, it further elevated hopes
that the SAARC leaders will take
far-reaching decisions to avert the
SAARC from becoming unproductive
and stagnant. Undoubtedly, there is
no substitute to SAARC measured as
an influential regional forum for addressing the concerns of the people
of South Asia.
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Pakistan Navy

Protecting Pakistan’s Maritime Interests

D

iplomacy has been an effective tool to prevent the conflicts and peacefully interact
with the states in International political system.
Maritime diplomacy is like
other forms of diplomacy
with the same core objective
of managing the international relations but through the
maritime domain. And in
maritime diplomacy, navies
have been playing significant
role as Admiral of the Soviet
Fleet Sergei Gorshkov stated
that navy has always been
an instrument of the policy
of states and an important
aid to diplomacy in peacetime. In
this context, Pakistan Navy is playing
an instrumental role as cooperative
maritime diplomatic force in the Indian Ocean Region and beyond.
The range of operations that fall
under the aegis of ‘co-operative maritime diplomacy’ is testament to the
flexibility of naval forces. Indeed,
given the hardware and technology
to hand, the military of a country is
often seen as the actor most suited to
those missions in remote and difficult-to-reach areas. Within a military,
the navy is the service that can
operate most freely overseas,
without requiring basing or
overflight rights while being
able to operate from politically neutral international
waters. The growing popularity of multirole vessels, with
a combination of helicopters,
weapons, and small boats on
board, allows vessels to not
only engage in warfighting but

also land forces to areas with little
infrastructure and lift aid to inaccessible areas.

Navies have therefore increasingly found themselves being called
upon in missions that would, during
and prior to the Cold War, have
seemed anathema to the highly
trained killing machines they were
deemed to be. This is particularly
true for the use of naval or maritime paramilitary vessels for philanthropic purposes, particularly
humanitarian assistance, and disaster relief roles, which has become a
more important mission for various
forces worldwide. In fact, the use of
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naval vessels designed to fight wars
in humanitarian roles could pithily
be described as a form of ‘gunboat
philanthropy’ – a phrase that
demonstrates the kinds of
assets being used and the effects sought, but also recalls
gunboat diplomacy and reflects the influence that can
be fostered through such
activity. It is perhaps best
exemplified by the multinational response to the 2004
tsunami in Indonesia, when
countries such as the US, Singapore and Australia all sent
forces to aid in relief efforts.
While in recent years,
the presence of an American carrier
strike group and expeditionary strike
group, and the awesome firepower
they possess, has often been a deeply
unwelcome occurrence for a majority Muslim country, during Operation
Unified Assistance implemented after the tsunami the 24 US Navy ships
off the coast of Indonesia were seen
as saviours. Speaking at Australia’s
Parliament House in 2010, Indonesian President Yudhoyono noted that
during Indonesia’s ‘darkest tragedy
ever’, he was ‘so proud to see Australian and TNI [Tentara Nasional
Indonesia, or Indonesian National Armed Forces] troops
working together to save lives
and bring relief to the suffering’. The fact that Australian
forces were welcomed onto
Indonesian soil just five years
after the Australian-led international intervention force in
East Timor attempted to end
Indonesian rule over the for-
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mer Portuguese colony was a stark
reminder of the positive diplomatic
effects that can be gleaned from such
operations.
Humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions can have diplomatic effects as they demonstrate
the willingness of a navy to support
a friend while also emphasising the
roles other than war that militaries
can be used for: think, for instance,
Pakistan Navy’s ship ALAMGIR has
recently visited Lagos, Nigeria and
established free Medical Camp as
goodwill gesture from people of Pakistan. During the port visit, Mission
Commander along with Commanding Officer of PNS ALAMGIR calledon Western Naval Commander of
Nigerian Navy. While interacting
with Nigerian counterparts, matters
of mutual interests were discussed
and enhancement of bilateral ties
in all spheres was re-affirmed. Such
goodwill gestures not only strengthen ties between the governments but
also develops bond between the nations. With these activities, Pakistan
Navy is promoting a positive image
of Pakistan and it is also highlighting
the Indian atrocities and genocide in
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir.
Such operations are essentially
an attempt to win hearts and minds.
In this fashion, they bear a great
similarity to the theory of soft power expounded by Joseph Nye. Nye
explained that soft power was ‘getting others to want the outcome that
you want’, and ‘rests on the ability to
shape the preferences of others’. It
uses co-option rather than coercion
as its primary tool, attracting others
to a point of view, way of life or singular policy. If soft power is ‘the ability to shape the preferences of others’,
it relies on ‘intangible assets such as
an attractive personality, culture, political values and institutions, and
policies that are seen as legitimate or
having moral authority’. It is fair to
say that involvement in disaster response is perceived internationally
as far more legitimate than, say, the
2003 invasion of Iraq.
Co-operative maritime diplomacy can therefore be an attempt to
support soft power through the use
of hard power assets. In fact, co-op-

erative maritime diplomacy could
arguably be well described as ‘soft
maritime diplomacy’, contrasted
with the ‘hard maritime diplomacy’
that involves gunboats launching
limited punitive operations against
recalcitrant fleets. This is but one of

the goals of a co-operative maritime
diplomatic mission, however. The
regular port visits by naval forces to
small and great nations are often intended to build diplomatic influence
and strengthen alliances. In this regard, Pakistan Navy’s ships pay regular visits to different ports as part of
Regional Maritime Security Patrols.
For instance, recently, Pakistan Navy
Ship Tabuk, visited port of Duqm,
Oman during deployment on Regional Maritime Security Patrols. AccordPakistan Navy has been
effectively pursuing
cooperative maritime
diplomacy to enhance
Pakistan’s ties with the
littoral states of Indian
Ocean and beyond. It is
right to say that despite
many challenges and
constraints, Pakistan Navy
has risen above all and has
not only emerged as strong
and formidable regional
power for peace in the
region but has also thwarted
the Indian objectives to
isolate Pakistan, through
cooperative maritime
diplomacy

ing to Pakistan Navy, upon arrival at
port the ship was welcomed by Omani Naval and Pakistan embassy’s officials. On the occasion, Commanding
Officer of the ship called on Omani
officials and discussed matters pertaining to bilateral naval coopera31 / Melange February 2022

tion.
Training exercises aim to build
capacity within less capable or
knowledgeable navies, but also have
the ancillary benefit of reinforcing
a friendship and making the naval
forces more compatible. Joint exercises or maritime security operations may also strengthen bonds
between allies or reassure potential
rivals as to the nonthreatening nature of one’s navy. Co-operative maritime diplomacy can therefore also
be designed to build coalitions, support allies through capacity building,
training and harmonisation of techniques and build confidence among
nations wary of one’s naval power. In
this domain, Pakistan Navy is hosting
several exercises mainly the AMAN
Exercise which is biennial Multinational exercise. In the recent exercise, held in 2021, the navies from
45 countries have participated and
this is interesting to note that this
was the first time the Russian Navy
has joined NATO members in an exercise in a decade. Extra-regional
navies such as the US Navy, Chinese
Navy, and Russian Navy and regional
navies such as Bangladesh Navy, Sri
Lankan Navy, and Indonesian Navy
have participated in the exercise.
This is a huge victory of the Pakistan
Navy that the naval exercise which
started with three (3) participants in
2007 now the number of participants
has grown to forty-five (45). The Call
of Peace by the Pakistan Navy has
brought the eastern and western navies closer despite the differences.
Therefore, Pakistan Navy deserves
salutation to act as a bridge for NATO
and non-NATO navies and provide
them a platform to come together for
peace.
In short, Pakistan Navy has been
effectively pursuing cooperative
maritime diplomacy to enhance Pakistan’s ties with the littoral states of
Indian Ocean and beyond. It is right to
say that despite many challenges and
constraints, Pakistan Navy has risen
above all and has not only emerged
as strong and formidable regional
power for peace in the region but has
also thwarted the Indian objectives
to isolate Pakistan, through cooperative maritime diplomacy.

Economy & Finance
Zukhruf Amin
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Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR).

GEO-ECO NOMICS OF MIDDLE EAST

T

a n d Pa ki stan Indi a Ti es

raditional, cultural and economic ties between the
South Asian countries and
the Gulf region have existed
for several centuries now. While the
Gulf region has to offer substantial
economic advantages to both the
major powers of South Asia; Pakistan and India, it also has the potential to make positive interventions in
the bilateral conflict between India
and Pakistan. Under its “Look West
Policy”, India has consistently strategized its foreign policy footprint towards the Middle East and adopted
an approach to achieve its objectives.
Frequent state-level bilateral visits
and extensive economic cooperation
has harmonized Indo-Arab thinking
to cooperate in the areas of trade and
investment, defence, and security related issues. Pakistan, on the other
hand, has strong religious, historical, political, trade and security links
with the Gulf region. Furthermore,
Pakistan’s recent decisions on the
foreign policy front such as supporting Iran’s nuclear deal; neutrality
in the Qatar diplomatic crisis; and
declining Saudi Arabia’s request for
troops in Yemen war have provided
impetus to India-GCC countries cooperation, compelling the Gulf leadership to think beyond Pakistan for
their interests.
The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) has tremendous significance for India.
India has its stake in the
geo-politics of the Gulf region. As a collective entity,
the GCC has been increasingly determining the economic, political, and security policies of its member
States and the Gulf coun-

tries are moving ahead rapidly with
their economic integration efforts.
India’s historical ties with GCC states,
coupled with increasing imports of
oil and gas, growing trade and investment opportunities, providing a
large market to the GCC exports and
the presence of a large Indian diaspora in the region, are of vital interest to India. India’s economic linkages with the GCC steadily increased
during 1970s, 80s and 90s, especially due to growth in oil imports. As it
is clearly claimed that a pattern of
interdependence and coordination is
emerging between India and the GCC
due to their central role in the current political and strategic discourse.
Currently, the Gulf region accounts for 12.98% of India’s total
exports, while it shares 13.76% of
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its total imports. During 2020-21, India’s exports to GCC were USD 28.06
billion. The bilateral trade during the
same period was USD 87.36 billion.
The trade increased to USD 84.96 billion in 2017-18, from USD 7.8 billion
during 2003-04. UAE and Saudi Arabia are the largest shareholders of
total imports to India from the Gulf
region. The key economic alliances
between both the states provide for
deepening the economic cooperation
to oversee the implementation of the
pact and other bilateral agreements.
Both sides have strategized to make
arrangements for setting up joint
investment projects and facilitating
corporate investments in various
fields.
It is also noteworthy that one of
India’s major foreign policies in the
post-Cold War era has been
to counter a rising China.
Both are attempting to create their respective spheres
of influence in the Gulf region. India projects Chinese rise in the Gulf region
a challenge to its economic
and strategic interests since
it can impact India’s economic share in the region.

Economy & Finance
With regards to it, the trade between
China and GCC countries exceeded
USD 171 billion in 2017. Moreover,
China is also pursuing the Gulf region
for signing Free Trade Agreements.
In this regard, the GCC-China Business Forum and GCC-China Strategic
Dialogue are strategic forums for institutionalization of bilateral trade
and investment. With this, it is more
likely that Indian economic interests
will be affected since each is competing for cheaper oil agreements
and export of non-oil goods such as
labor-intensive goods like textile,
iron, steel, rice, wheat, kitchen items,
household articles, and electronics.
Indian strategists also trying to present China as a challenge to their energy and maritime security.
While the economic relationship
between India and the Arab Gulf
states goes back several centuries,
the nature of the political relationship has changed significantly over
the years. When it came to regional
politics, Pakistan was consistently favored over India. Gulf States support
Islamabad in its wars against Indian
offense and backed Pakistan’s stance
over Kashmir. Moreover, Pakistan
enjoys special and cordial relations
with all of the Gulf countries, formalized through bilateral and multilateral cooperation on trade, security
and economic development. It also
benefits through remittances coming
from its diaspora in the Gulf and also
through the Gulf investment towards
development in Pakistan, mainly in
telecommunication,
construction,
agriculture and energy sectors. Owing to its significance of being the
holiest place for Muslims around the
world, Saudi Arabia occupies a very
sacred place in the hearts of millions
in Pakistan. Over the decades, Saudi
Arabia has also been providing sup-

port to Pakistan and has welcomed
thousands of Pakistani workers into
its labor force.
Considering geographical proximity and religion as the key factors,
the expertise and services of Pakistan’s armed forces have been of
considerable demand in the Gulf. Security cooperation between Pakistan
and the Gulf got impetus when Pakistan sent more than 11,000 troops
to secure Saudi Arabia, during the
war against Iraq (1991-92). In 1983,
emphasizing the Kingdom’s internal
defence, Saudi Arabia signed two security cooperation agreements with
Pakistan. In the early 80s, hundreds
of Pakistani officers and technicians
were serving in warships and naval
establishments in GCC states, Pakistani instructors were also prominent at the new Saudi naval school
in Jubail, open to all six GCC states.
Since then, this relationship has been
strengthened as Pakistan opened
doors of its military academies to security personnel from the Gulf countries.
The dynamics of the relationship between India and the Arab
Gulf States have changed over the
years and have gradually entered
an era of cooperation. The relationship has emerged from its traditional
trade-oriented focus to an all-round
politico-strategic partnership. India’s growing economic and defence
expertise is further attracting the
GCC investment and collaboration.
Along with India, the Arab Gulf states
have a strong economic, political and
cultural link with Pakistan. Thus,
there appears to be a convergence of
interests between India and Pakistan
in establishing a close partnership
with the GCC. In striving for cooperation, it is also reality that the Gulf
States have acted as a buffer between
India and Pakistan.
The GCC countries have in the
past expressed concern over the
hostility between India and Pakistan and have urged the two countries to resolve the conflict amicably.
Historically, in 1999, at the height
of the Kargil conflict between India
and Pakistan, the GCC foreign ministers issued a joint statement calling
for peace, “GCC called on the two
neighboring countries to resort to
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reason and prudence in solving the
problems between them by peaceful
means, avoiding force and the inevitable human and material losses for
both sides.” The statement reflected
appreciation of Pakistan’s principled
position and called on the UN to intervene and end the fighting by enhancing UN Military observer force
in Kashmir. Moreover, in the recent
past, Saudi Arabia played a decisive
role in reducing hostility between
the two nuclear powers in the
post-Pulwama period.
Along with India, the Arab
Gulf states have a strong
economic, political and
cultural link with Pakistan.
Thus, there appears to be
a convergence of interests
between India and Pakistan
in establishing a close
partnership with the GCC.
In striving for cooperation,
it is also reality that the
Gulf States have acted as a
buffer between India and
Pakistan

Due to geopolitical shifts in the
Middle East and South Asia, Pakistan and the GCC states are investing
heavily in their defence sector. Pakistan is striving to achieve indigenization and improve sales of small
and heavy artilleries. It can be done
by seeking GCC’s investment in its
armament programs and joint research and development (R&D) in
military hardware. Pakistan should
invite other GCC states to invest in
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). This will help the government in not only meeting the
shortfall in investment, but will also
deflect international pressure on the
project. Therefore, by revitalizing
trade with all the GCC countries, improving and expanding the system of
remittances while maintaining neutrality on all fronts, Pakistan can provide an alternate to the Gulf markets.
Doing so will also help steer Pakistan’s economy during the turbulent
times and generate immense economic benefits out of the Gulf region.

Article
Abdullah Rehman Butt

Abdullah Rehman Butt is an Aluminus of National Defence University
(NDU) and frequently writes about the security and strategic affairs in
Local and International newspapers.
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PAKISTAN NAVY

Cooperative Maritime Engagements

espite its proven significance
in pursuit of foreign-policy objectives through the
application of hard power,
the efficacy of sea-power in operations ‘other than war’ has been little recognized and articulated. Even
in peacetime, seapower has been
contemplated through the prism of
hard power impacts, such as deterrence and coercion, by the naval theorists. The soft power component of
the seapower based upon peaceful
international cooperative engagement through interoperability and
humanitarian assistance remains
predominantly absent from the traditional naval theoretical discourse.
In the contemporary era of global-

ization, cooperative engagement in
the maritime domain, besides coercion, has emerged as an important tool of modern naval diplomacy
to achieve broader diplomatic and
strategic goals of a nation. A modern
naval power theorist Christian Le
Meire has denominated this idea as
“cooperative maritime diplomacy”.
The participation of China’s People’s
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) in diplomatic maritime engagements, both
at sea and ashore around the globe,
is the manifestation of the same concept, which has considerably contributed to China’s soft power at political as well as strategic levels.
Realizing the growing relevance
of “cooperative maritime diploma-
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cy” in contemporary geopolitical environmrnt, Pakistan Navy has also
been making tremendous efforts
not only in securing Pakistan’s maritime frontiers but also in futhering
Pakistan’s foreign policy objectives
through cooperative engagements
with the friendly states. The conduct of non-block multinational naval exercises like “Aman-2021” and
the good will visits of Pakistan Navy
Ships to various ports around the
globe are the notable examples in
this regard. These cooperative engagements are aimed at strengthening defense cooperation with the
navies of the other states by conducting joint exercises, sharing experiences regarding maritime security

Article

operations, conducting joint search
and rescue operations, and providing humanitarian relief. The visits of
Pakistan Navy Ships to the various
ports around the world for joint exercises and humanitarian assistance,
also called Overseas Deployements

(OSD), have remained very instrumental in enhancing brotherly relations with the host nations and expand bilateral cooperation in various
domains of maritime affairs.
Owing to the continent’s tremendous economic potential, enormous natural resources, attractive
investment prospects, and the avail-

able human resource, Africa is being termed as the “Continent of the
Future”. Although, Pakistan shares
cordial relations with African states,
however, the bilateral trade with
these remained significantly meager.
After the adoption of Government of
Pakistan’s “Engage Africa” policy of
2019, Pakistan Navy has taken considerable diplomatic and joint security initiatives, in collaboration with
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
Pakistan, to enhance cooperative
engagements with African nations.
In this regard, Pakistan Navy HADR
Missions to Africa since 2019 are being undertaken under the aforementioned policy. Since November 2019,
Pakistan Navy Ships have visited
more than sixteen ports of various
African countries including Morrocco, Mauritania, Ghana, Nigeria, South
Africa, Tanzania, Kenya, Seychelles,
Benin, Djibouti, Tunisia and Sudan,
for joint Maritime Exercises and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
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Relief Operations (HADR).
The most recently, Pakistan
Navy Ship (PNS) ALAMGIR visited
the ports of Egypt, Turkey, Algeria,
Senegal, Ghana and Nigeria. As a
goodwill gesture and to extend humanitarian assistance, free Medical
Camp was established by Pakistan
Navy at Lagos, Nigeria. Over 2500
people were treated and given medicines by a specialist team of Pakistan Navy doctors and paramedics.
During the overseas deployment to
Nigeria, PNS ALAMGIR also participated in a bilateral passage exercise
with a Nigerian Navy to improve interoperability between the two navies. The objective of the recent deployment was to strengthen friendly
ties with African countries, improve
naval coordination, provide humanitarian aid, and promote interoperability with the host navy.
Such cooperative naval deployments have significantly more potential than the narrow tradtional
concept of gunboat diplomacy, and
may be developed and performed
with the goal of improving Pakistan’s
reputation in a multitude of strategic affairs. As the geopolitics at both
the global and regional levels is witnessing a shift and Indo-Pacific has
become its new epicenter, the role
of Pakistan Navy has become crucial
not only in security but also in diplomatic domain. Likewise, along with
its perceived role of securing maritime frontiers of Pakistan, Pakistan
Navy will keep furthering Pakistans
national interests through cooperative engagements in maritime domain.

Article
Ali Basit
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Pakistan Navy

M

M o d e r n i z i n g I t s Fe e t

odern platforms in defence are critical to national security and it
keeps intact the technological expertise and encourages
spin-off technologies and innovation.
The induction of modern weaponry increases defence capability of a
country and helps to maintain credible deterrence. The journey of development and achievements of the
Pakistan Navy has been relatively
quiet but continuous. With the independence, Pakistan Navy started
its journey with a very few old Royal Navy ships, and a one-room office
in which the Naval Headquarters
was established. Despite the lack of
resources and lack of relevant production capacity at home, the Paki-

stan Navy chose the right direction
from the beginning. The goal has always been to protect maritime borders and secure maritime routes. An
overview of history reveals that from
the Dwarka operation to the latest
retreat of an Indian submarine and
the guarantee of safe sea lanes in the
worst terrorist era in the region, the
Pakistan Navy has played a key role
in international relief activities.
It is not an easy task to be fully
prepared in the face of a larger size
enemy and ever-changing threats.
For the past two decades, the Indian Navy has drastically increased
its spending on its obsession with
Indian Ocean waters. Taking advantage of the blessings of the world
powers and access to Western tech-
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nology, India is constantly expanding its navy. In these circumstances, the Pakistan Navy cannot make
any unnecessary comparisons. But
a well-balanced and strong navy is
a basic requirement for its defence
needs and for fulfilling its international and national responsibilities
in the Indian Ocean. Therefore, a
fleet was required that guarantees
the defence of the country; safe naval
routes in the region; and the protection of Pakistan’s maritime resources
and merchant ships.
To this end, Pakistan Navy,
while keeping in view the security
challenges at Indian Ocean Region
(IOR), stepping up to modernize its
fleet in order to maintain a reasonable force at sea. Pakistan Navy has

Article

revised its development plans and
inducting new technological advanced platforms into the service.
Previously, Pakistan Navy had relied
on UK and US for military equipment
and in fact these military platforms
had provided essential tenets of
training and professionalism
to Pakistan Navy. However, due to Geo-political tilt
and military-technological
partnership with China, Pakistan Navy has worked on
a comprehensive program
to transform its naval platforms especially the destroyers or frigates ships.
Pakistan Navy had
historically been operating
with 8 to 9 major surface
ships which constrain country’s regional footprints and
influence. To redress this,
the fleet size comprising of more
than 50 ships was envisioned by the
Pakistan Navy. Under this, the Navy
has recently acquired new platforms
including the MILGEM Class Turkish
Corvettes and Chinese 054 A/P frigates. In continuation of this, a commissioning of new Chinese platform

known as Pakistan Navy Ship (PNS)
TUGHRIL, is undoubtedly a milestone for the Navy. PNS TUGHRIL is
the first ship of its kind built at HZ
Shipyard, Shanghai, China. Three
more ships of same class will be in-

ducted in fleet to serve Pakistan Navy
for decades as force multipliers. It is
a multi-mission capable ship, fitted
with potent weapons like Surface to
Air (SAM) and Supersonic Surface to
Surface Missiles (SSM). An over 4000
tons potent platform will provide
requisite deterrence and means for

37 / Melange February 2022

averting threats in our area of operation while contributing towards protection of Sea Lines of communications (SLOCs). The induction of this
platform proves that Pakistan is not
oblivious to its defense needs. With
the addition of these multi-faceted ships, the enemy, in spite
of its numerical superiority,
will find itself inferior not
only in spirit but also in
ability.
There is no doubt in
concluding that in response
to the transforming nature
of the threat posted to national and maritime security, Pakistan Navy is developing
multi-dimensional
response framework. The
able command of Pakistan
Navy is really taking the
force to a position where
it can claim itself a “responsible
farsighted navy with a vision of ensuring maritime security”. Besides
acquiring MILGEM class ships from
Turkey, four other Chinese 054-A
frigates will join the Pakistan Navy
fleet between 2021 and 2023 respectively.

Article
Senator A. Rehman Malik

The writer is a Pakistan People’s Party Senator, former Interior
Minister of Pakistan, and Chairman of think tank “Global Eye” and
Senate Standing Committee on Interior.

The
Assassination of
SHAHEED MOHTARMA
BENAZIR BHUTTO

The book reveals the conspiracy and facts behind Benazir Bhutto’s assassination

A

ll those who were involved
in Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto case were identified, arrested and trialled
but got bail from Lahore High Court
(LHC).
Former Interior Minister
and senior PPP leader Senator A.
Rehman Malik made highly startling
revelations about the assassination
of former Prime Minister Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto on the eve
of her 14th martyrdom anniversary.
These revelations have been summed
up in the form of a book entitled “The
Assassination of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto” consisting of 28
chapters and carrying all the details
of characters involved in the incident
of Liaqat Bagh. The book is published
in both English and Urdu and is available to the public for free.
While paying rich tribute to
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
and martyrs of Liaqat Bagh incident,
Senator A. Rehman Malik said that
false impressions are engineered
that the PPP government during its
five years tenure had been failed to
investigate the case. Writer states
any such impressions are baseless
and stand negated after this book as
all those who were involved in the
murder of Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto were identified, arrested,
trialled, and even convicted except
those who were killed mysteriously and those who are absconders.

Details of the mysterious killing of
planners, handlers, and facilitators
along with their particular role in
the crime and their profiles are mentioned in the book, he added. Author
stressed that it remained a mystery
in the minds of investigators as to
how the only drone hit in Khyber
Agency to kill Ibad ur Rehman alias
Chattan who was the main handler of
murder plan.
“Providing security to the
former prime minister was the responsibility of the then government
which they failed to do and I want to
ask why strict security arrangements
were not made and why security was
not provided as per the Blue Book,”
the author questioned. Malik further
asked as to why and at whose reWrither states that Pakistan
Army has made unmatched
sacrifices for the restoration
of peace in Pakistan and
their sacrifices must not
go in vain. It must be
mentioned here that the
book is dedicated to Bhutto
family and martyrs of
PPP and the foreword is
written by renowned senior
Pakistani journalist
Shafqat Ali.
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quest the crime scene was washed
away immediately after the martyrdom.
Rehman Malik in his book
writes that the PPP government had
transferred the case from Punjab Police to FIA and a high-powered JIT of
senior officers from FIA and police
was formed for further investigation
of the case. Author states that despite
all the difficulties and covert forces
who tried to disrupt the investigation, the brave police and FIA officers
managed to gather evidence, arrest
the accused and bring them to justice.
“The accused were found guilty and
convicted by a competent court but
later a bench of Rawalpindi bench of
the Lahore High Court granted them
bail”, further adds, “Those TTP accused included Abdul Rashid, Aitzaz
Shah, Rafaqat Hussain, Hasnain Gul
and Sher Zaman whose roles are well
described in this book.”
Former Interior Minister
writes that the second suicide bomber Ikramullah who slipped away
from the scene and after spending a
long time with Baitullah Mehsud and
currently is working with TTP Amir
Mufti Noor Wali in Afghanistan. He
has survived two life attempts and
it is also a mystery which odd forces want to kill him when he decided
to appear on BBC and unearth some
facts as he was attacked a day before his planned interview but due
to attack it didn’t take place. In this

Article
regard he has written four letters
to the Ministry of Interior that a request be made to Afghan to deport
Ikramullah, and also the TTP chief
Mufti Noor Wali who is the author of
book wherein he has confessed the
assassination of Benazir Bhutto.
Senator A. Rehman Malik revealed that the conspiracy of killing
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto was hatched at Room No. 96 of
Madrassa Haqqania, Akora Khattak
by the former student of the said
Madrassa. Ibad-ur-Rehman had
brought suicide bombers to the Madrassa from then TTP chief Baitullah
Mahsud and stayed in Room No. 96
overnight. He further adds that JIT
had collected the original admission
record with photographs, addresses, and parentage from Madrassa of
those students who conspired and
then executed the conspiracy. He
maintains that accused Nasrullah
who had brought suicide bombers
in Rawalpindi on 26th December
2007 and Ibad-ur-Rehman, the planner were later on found to have been
killed in separate operations by the
LEAs.
Senator A. Rehman Malik on
the occasion of book launch said that
the case is now pending before the
High Court for decision and he hopes
that the Bhutto family and the work-

ers of the PPP one day will get justice
for their leader Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto and justice on the
judicial murder of Shaheed Zulfiqar
Ali Bhutto. He further maintained
that Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto Shaheed was a great leader
and her martyrdom caused irreparable loss not only to PPP but to the
whole country. He stated that Asif Ali
Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
are taking forward with mission of
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Shaheed in difficult times and Jailas are giving their
full support to the leadership.
Finally, Rehman Malik urged
the Taliban government of Afghanistan to hand over Ikramullah to Pakistan as he is wanted in the Benazir
Bhutto assassination case. “While
negotiating with the TTP, the government should not forget that terrorists have inflicted deep wounds
on us and have killed our loved ones,
including the innocent children of
APS Peshawar and troops” he maintained. Writher further stated that
Pakistan Army has made unmatched
sacrifices for the restoration of peace
in Pakistan and their sacrifices must
not go in vain. It must be mentioned
here that the book is dedicated to
Bhutto family and martyrs of PPP
and the foreword is written by re-
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nowned senior Pakistani journalist
Shafqat Ali.
Benazir Bhutto was a Pakistani
politician who served as the 11th and
13th Prime Minister of Pakistan from
1988 to 1990 and from 1993 to 1996.
She was the first woman to head a
democratic government in a Muslim majority country. Ideologically a
liberal and a secularist, she chaired
or co-chaired the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) from the early 1980s
until her assassination in 2007.

Of mixed Sindhi and Kurdish
parentage, Benazir Bhutto was born
in Karachi to a politically family. She
studied at Harvard University and
the University of Oxford, where she
was President of the Oxford Union.
Her father, the Pakistan People’s Party (PP) leader Zulfikar Bhutto, was
elected Prime Minister on a socialist platform in 1973. She returned
to Pakistan in 1977, shortly before
her father was ousted and executed.
Bhutto and her mother Nusrat took
control of the PPP and led the country’s Movement for the Restoration
of Democracy; Bhutto was influenced
by Thatcherite economics—transformed the PPP’s platform from a socialist to a liberal one, before leading
it to victory in the 1988 election.

Tribute

MITSUHIRO WADA

Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan

M

itsuhiro Wada was appointed the Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan on
November 19, 2021, after
completing his term in Hong Kong as
Consul General. The diplomatic circles are seeing the appointment of
Wada, a career diplomat, in Pakistan
as very significant development, indicating the Japanese government
interest in multi billion dollars China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC). Known as the expert on
CPEC, it is believed that Wada has
been given a task by his government
to explore avenues of cooperation
and joint ventures in the corridor
project. On previous occasions also,
Japan has hinted investment especially in the Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) being established under the
CPEC. He holds a degree in LLB from
University of Tokyo and Masters in
Asian Studies from University of California, Berkeley. Mr. Wada’s diplomatic career started in 1983. Soon
after, he held various important positions. He was twice appointed as
the Minister, Embassy of Japan in the
People’s Republic of China in 2007
and 2014 respectively.

Important Diplomatic Assignments

1983 Join Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in Japan
1992 Deputy Director, Oceania Division, MOFA
1999 First Secretary, Permanent
Mission of Japan in Geneva
2002 Counsellor, Embassy of Japan in Indonesia
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2007 Minister, Embassy of Japan
in the People’s Republic of China
2014 Minister, Embassy of Japan
in the People’s Republic of China
2015 Consul-General of Japan in
Detroit (Michigan and Ohio)
2018 Consul-General (Ambassador), Consulate-General of Japan in
Hong Kong
2021 Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary to Pakistan.
Pakistan and Japan have enjoyed cordial ties ever since the establishment of diplomatic ties in
1952. Development cooperation between the two countries had started
back in 1954 and to date. In 2020,
the amount of export of some Pakistani products including fresh mangoes, dates, salt and shrimps to Japan
stood at a record high. Ambassador
Wada has pledged to further cordial
Japan and Pakistan relationships.
He aims for making joint efforts for
further strengthening the stable,
vibrant and prosperous Japan-Pakistan relations.

World Leader

SYED ALI SHAH GEELANI
Symbol of Freedom
Struggle of Kashmir

C

ourtly appearance, soft hearted and kind mannered person who fought hard with his
utter determination for the
freedom of Indian occupied Jummu
and Kashmir. Yes, he was none other than Syed Ali Shah Geelani. Syed
Ali Geelani was born on September
29, 1929, to Syed Peer Shah Geelani
of Zoori Munz village in Tehsil Bandipora which then formed a part of
Baramulla district. He received his
early education at Sopore, and completed his studies at the Oriental
College, Lahore (Pakistan). Being a
young lad he spent most of his life
near the headquarters of Plebiscite
Front at Mujahid Manzil where Moulana Syed Masoodi supported him
in many ways. Geelani was having
a close relation with Syed Massodi,
a relation of respect and obedience.
He once revealed in an interview that
“I owe him a lot. He has helped me
through thick and thin”. It was possibly Masoodi’s influence that made
him join the National Conference for
a while. In the 1950s, Geelani joined
Jamaat-e-Islami, the region’s leading
political-religious organisation that
shared ideological similarity with
the Muslim Brotherhood movement
in Egypt.
In 2019, the organisation was
banned by India under the influence
of RSS ideology. In 1953, Jamaat-e-Islami, Jammu and Kashmir was part
of Jamaat-e-Islami, Hind. Later under
different circumstances Jammu and
Kashmir had a separate unit of Jamaat-e-Islami. Once Geelani joined it
and he never thought of looking back
until 1997 when several differences
with then chief of Jamaat-e-Islami,
Ghulam Muhammad Bhat made him
to say goodbye.
When in the early 1960s he

started campaign for the merger of
Muslim-majority territory’s with
Azad Jummu and Kashmir, he became
a challenge for the coward Indian occupied Government. In 1962, Geelani
was jailed for nearly 10 years and after that was frequently restricted to
his home.
Being a political leader he participated in several regional elections and won most of the times. He
became part of the legislative assembly three times. He even contested
elections in 1972 when Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah called for election
boycott. While justifying his move
he once stated that, “The Plebiscite
Front had deviated from the basic stand way back in 1969 when it
decided to contest municipal elections. Some Plebiscite Front leaders
also informed the people of Sheikh
Abdullah’s wavering stand but people did not take note. The Plebiscite
Front, therefore, had no valid reason
to call for election boycott. Further,
the decision to contest the elections
was taken by Jamaat-e-Islami not
Geelani.” He was having deep knowledge of Quran.
He could talk for hours on social,
political and religious matters being
an aficionada. Geelani’s character,
personality, demeanour and, above
all, his impressive rhetoric in Kashmiri and Urdu language made an impression on youth and adults as well.
He was an utter supporter of right
to self-determination mentioned in
the UN Security Council’s Resolution
47, adopted on April 21, 1948, and
on January 5, 1949, which affirmed,
“The question of the accession of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir to India
or Pakistan will be decided through
the democratic method of a free and
impartial plebiscite.”
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Here it is pertinent to mention
that he was an utter supporter of
merger of Kashmir with Pakistan.
His most popular slogan” Hum Pakistani hain Pakistan Hamara hai”(
we are Pakistani , Pakistan is ours)
is still echoing in the beautiful valley.
He was indeed very prolific, thoughtful and thunderous. His
speeches were a piece of art, a beautiful mixture of Kashmiri and Urdu
intermingled with Quranic verses,
instances from the Hadith as well as
couplets of the great poet philosopher Iqbal and Rumi. Geelani was an
imperative member of Hurriyat Conference and in 1997, succeeded Dr
Umer Farooq as its chairman. However, in 2003, he parted ways. In 2007,
He was diagnosed with renal cancer.
In 2008, he was put under house arrest during the Amarnath Land Row
and the house imprisonment continued till his death. After a severe chest
infection in 2014, his health worsens,
but he continued to uphold a strong
grip on his political conglomerate.
His political viewpoint was purely
a guideline for not only ending the
world’s many disputes, ranging from
Kashmir to Palestine and beyond,
but also a solution for eradicating
their fundamental causes. He was
of the view that aggression will end
only when oppression ends. Syed Ali
shah Geelani’s death comes at a time
when many in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir believes that the region has
become even more unstable since
the revocation of Article 370 to shun
its autonomous status. It was his
commitment in the face of troubles
and harsh conditions that made a
place of honour for him in the hearts
of many Kashmiris.

Book Review

Curfewed Night:

One Kashmiri Journalist’s Frontline Account of Life,
Love, and War in his Homeland

C

Basharat Peer. Curfewed night:
One Kashmiri journalist’s frontline account of life, love, and war in his homeland. Simon and Schuster, 2010.

urfewed Night was published
in 2008. It is not just a memoir that catalogues the life
of well-known journalist
Basharat Peer, but also a true depiction of the Kashmir conflict. He narrates in the book that as a student at
Delhi University when he found himself walking into a bookstore looking
for literature on Kashmir, he couldn’t
find the desired literature. He desired
stories of his hometown that would
elucidate the carnage that history
had left behind. He felt the grave absence of Kashmir in the stories that
were being stated about it. It was
then that he decided to write a story about Kashmir. Kashmir, the home
he had to flee from. The home where
he had experienced extreme surveillance but a place which was home
nevertheless. In 1990, Peer was only
13 when Indian troops opened fire
on pro-independence Kashmiris as
he narrated in the book, “the war of
my adolescence started”. It is a war
that hasn’t yet ended, though in the
last 20 years it has considerably altered the shape of the conflict. When
the writer was 14, he and his friends
approached the commander of JKLF
and asked to be signed up. The commander laughed them away. Peer
family wasn’t aware of the fact and
they got to know later about what all
happened.
The young Basharat came
to a contract with his father that he
would wait a few years before making a final decision whether or not to
sign up, and in the intervening time,
he would study. Freedom fighting
groups, his father pointed out, were
commanded by educated men. It
was from a very initial age that he
had a sense of the alienation and bitterness that most Kashmiri Muslims
felt and had against Indian rule. In a
strongly personal account of Kash-

mir, Basharat describes the conversion of Kashmir from a land of enormous natural beauty, into one where
armored cars and soldiers were
now forming a threatening shadow
on the once tranquil landscape. According to the writer, the night of
January 20, 1990 marked a watershed in the demand for freedom by
Kashmiris, from a tyrannical central
government. On that night the paramilitary came down heavily to crush
the freedom movement and the infamous Gawkadal Bridge massacre
was to follow just a day later.
The Author further narrates
in the book that Yusuf who was his
childhood associate was gunned
down. It is certainly thought-provoking and sad to find that the
graves of those killed in the conflict
were generally those of very young.
It was not long before, Basharat
went to study at the Aligarh Muslim
University followed by enrolment at
a university in Delhi. This leads him
to a job as a reporter and a relaxing
phase in his personal development
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to discover various aspects. The
book is an effort at contextualizing
the conflict in Kashmir, which is frequently simply just collateral in the
larger political discourse that takes
place. The local becomes a statistic
for mainland newspapers and TV
news networks. One of the great
achievements of Curfewed Night is
its unified blending of memoir and
reporting.
The
book
contains
Basharat’s Peer experiences of returning to Kashmir and looking for
the stories of others affected by the
conflict. The chapter “Papa-2” discusses the infamous torture center
of that name which was ultimately
shut down and turned into the residence of a high-ranking government
official. Peer also mentions an event
to describe his helplessness to visit
Kunan Poshpura, the village where
Indian soldiers gang-raped 20 women in 1990. He sits at a bus-stop waiting for the bus to take him to Kunan
Poshpura, but when it arrives, he
just goes on sitting, listening to the
sound of the revving engine, and
watching the bus drive away. At the
end of Curfewed Night Peer crosses
the “line of control” and writes: “The
line of control did not run through
576 kilometers of militarized mountains. It ran through everything a
Kashmiri, an Indian and a Pakistani
said, wrote, and did. It ran through
the reels of Bollywood coming to
life in dark theatres, it ran through
conversations in coffee shops and on
television screens showing cricket
matches, it ran through families and
dinner talk, it ran through whispers
of lovers. And it ran through our
grief, our anger, our tears, and our
silence. In short, the writer finds
a balance that permits him to cautiously transcribe a story both honestly and sensitively.
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Health

COVID VARIANT

T

What You Need to Know

he highly transmissible Omicron variant of COVID-19 is
driving an unprecedented
surge of infections globally.
The Omicron variant of COVID-19
has been called a variant of concern
by WHO based on the evidence that it
has several mutations that may have
an impact on how it behaves. There
is consistent evidence that Omicron
is spreading significantly faster than
the Delta variant in countries with
documented community transmission, with a doubling time of 2-3
days. The overall risk related to this
new variant remains very high.
When a virus is circulating
widely and causing numerous infections, the likelihood of the virus mutating increases. The more opportunities a virus has to spread, the more
opportunities it has to undergo
changes. New variants like Omicron
are a reminder that the COVID-19
pandemic is far from over. It is there-

fore essential that people get the
vaccine when available to them and
continue to follow existing advice on
preventing the spread of the virus,
including physical distancing, wearing masks, regular handwashing and
keeping indoor areas well ventilated.
Omicron variant is more contagious than previous variants. However, being vaccinated and taking
precautions such as avoiding crowded spaces, keeping your distance
from others and wearing a mask
are critical in helping to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, and we know
these actions have been effective
against other variants. Early findings suggest that there is a reduced
risk of hospitalization for Omicron
compared to the Delta variant. But
WHO warns that it should not be
dismissed as “mild”. Increased transmission is expected to lead to more
hospitalizations. That increase causes strain on frontline workers and
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healthcare systems, which in turn
can result in more deaths.

How can I protect myself and my
family against the Omicron
variant?
The most important thing you can
do is reduce your risk of exposure
to the virus. To protect yourself and
your loved ones, make sure to:
Wear a mask that covers your nose
and mouth. Make sure that your
hands are clean when you put on
and remove your mask.
Keep a physical distance of at least 1
metre from others.
Avoid poorly ventilated or crowded
spaces.
Open windows to improve
ventilation indoors.
Wash your hands regularly.  
When it’s your turn, get vaccinated.
WHO-approved COVID-19 vaccines
are safe and effective.

Tech

45 / Melange February 2022

Special Report

Looming Humanitarian Crisis
in Afghanistan

D

ecades of conflict has fractured Afghanistan politically, economically, and
socially as the conflict has
drawn the civilian population into
cycles of devastation that have
wholly changed the country’s political, economic, and social
structures. As the United
States exits from Afghanistan, on the eve of the 20th
anniversary of the 9/11
attacks, it is important to
reflect on the broader and
longer-term
reverberations of that withdrawal
especially the emerging
humanitarian crisis. Effective engagement by
regional countries, including neighboring countries
and the wider region, will
be crucial in promoting
and sustaining a durable
peace along with solving
the humanitarian crisis
in Afghanistan. In this regard, the 17th Extraordinary Session of OIC Council of Foreign Ministers in
Pakistan to discuss grave
humanitarian
situation
proved to be a stepping
stone in finding solutions
to the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and
this was also an opportunity for world capitals to
know about ground realities from the Taliban representatives. Under such
circumstances, a positive
relationship between Afghanistan and Pakistan
could go a long way in fostering stability and development in the region.
To address this situation and the accompanying geo-political dy-

namics, the Center of Pakistan and
International Relations (COPAIR)
organized a webinar titled “Looming
Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan”
The panelist of the webinar included
professional experts and academic
scholars on the pertinent topic with
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moderator Miss Sumaira Khan.
Ambassador of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan to Afghanistan- Mansoor
Ahmad Khan the country’s foremost
expert on the situation currently in
Afghanistan due to being directly
on ground ever since the events of

Special Report

Pakistan’s current geoeconomic vision was focused
primarily on growth. This would
however be only possible with
stability in Afghanistan. They
raised certain complications
about the Taliban regime
such as the much discussed in
international circles “Gender
Issue.” The inclusiveness of not
only women but separate ethnic
groups in government and other
major decision-making bodies is
what needs answering the
most right now
Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan
August 15th. In his keynote address
expressed his gratitude towards COPAIR for holding the webinar on such
a crucial topic. He explained how
the current situation in Afghanistan
was unique in many ways. After the
vacuum left by the departure of the
former Afghan government and all
UN/NATO troops present at the time,
there was chaos in the country. The
void was filled by the Taliban but
their government having been unrecognized by the rest of the World
has given rise to many issues. Their
assets being frozen in foreign accounts has led to the collapse of the
country’s banking system rendering
the transfer of foreign funds into the
country almost impossible. However,
the Ambassador is still hopeful about
the future of the Taliban regime as he
feels they have stepped upto their
roles despite having to step through
many pitfalls.
Ambassador Khan expressed
that the emerging situation in Afghanistan holds importance for the

region and beyond. The change that
took place in Kabul on August 15,
2021 was both a substantive and a
substantial change. It led to a series
of challenges that the country is currently facing. While highlighting the
challenges to new government, Ambassador Khan said that soon after
the Taliban’s takeover, the US froze
the Afghanistan’s assets worth billions of dollars. Consequently, one
of the major challenges was that
the Taliban regime entered the government machinery without any
technical or bureaucratic support.
The next major challenge was that a
mass exodus took place which made
the skilled and literate population to
leave the country in the search for
a better life. These challenges have
been affecting the Afghanistan’s
economy and politics. The collapse
of the economy led to the downward
trend of the government machinery
which made the country plunge into
a serious humanitarian crisis. As a
result of it, almost 50% of the Afghan
population has fallen below the poverty line.
President COPAIR- Ms. Amna
Munawwar Awan express her profound gratitude by welcoming the
speakers and audience. She believed
Pakistan’s current geo-economic vision was focused primarily on
growth. This would however be only
possible with stability in Afghanistan. They raised certain complications about the Taliban regime such
as the much discussed in international circles “Gender Issue.” The inclusiveness of not only women but
separate ethnic groups in government and other major decision-making bodies is what needs answering
the most right now.
Chairman, COPAIR, ISSI- Ambassador (Retd.) Khalid Mahmood
reiterated how Afghanistan was not
the talk of the town but rather the
World. While giving an extensive review over Afghanistan’s political history he mentioned that the country
had been in the eye of the millstone
for centuries. This was the first time
in history for a long time that there
were no foreign forces occupying
Afghanistan. The country was facing a major brain drain due to the
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Special Report
exodus of migrants into other parts
of the World. This was not only a
major issue for Afghanistan but also
the country’s having to receive these
refuges due to burden on their infrastructure.
Coordinator at Pak-Afghan
Youth Forum- Shahid Khan discussed
in detail about the trade statistics
between the two neighbors. He explained that while there was a time
when trade between the two reached
up to $800 million it was currently
at only $328 million. Another thing
he discussed that while in November-December the trade flow was
heavier from Pakistan’s side, in January the situation had changed and
Afghanistan was leading in exports.
He also talked about the deterrents
of “Unofficial trade” between the two
and why it was so crucial.

After the vacuum left by the
departure of the former Afghan
government and all UN/NATO
troops present at the time, there
was chaos in the country. The
void was filled by the Taliban but
their government having been
unrecognized by the rest of the
World has given rise to many
issues. Their assets being frozen
in foreign accounts has led to the
collapse of the country’s banking
system rendering the transfer of
foreign funds into the country
almost impossible
Ambassador Mansoor Ahmed Khan

In the end, the worthy Chairman
thanked the speakers and the participants for the illuminating discussion. The event was well-attended
and well-received by the audience.

Random Clicks
PRESIDENT COPAIR, MS. AMNA MUNAWWAR AWAN
met President AJ&K,

BARRISTER SULTAN MEHMOOD CHAUDHRY

at AJ&K House
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Random Clicks

Center of Pakistan and International
Relations (COPAIR) Hosts Special Media
Briefing on “E-Commerce Ecosystem” by
Senator Aon Abbas Buppi
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Random clicks

AMNA MUNAWWAR AWAN

President COPAIR, AMG & MMG

met DR. BU ABDULLAH

Head Bu Abdullah Group of Companies
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Random Clicks

President COPAIR & Chairperson Matrix Global, MS. AMNA MUNAWAR AWAN
signed MoU with MR. HASSAN DAUD BUTT (CEO-KP-BOIT) for capacity
building of Women and Youth in KhyberPakhtunkhwa

RJ Greens (Pvt) Ltd, in association with Jannat Group inked PKR 4 billion MoU
with the Government of Pakistan

Jannat Group, in association with RJ Greens (Pvt) Ltd signed PKR 2 billion MoU with
Government of KPK for Thadiani Chairlift
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Random clicks
President COPAIR and Editor in Chief of Voice of Melange,
The Asian Telegraph and Melange International Magazine

MS. AMNA MUNAWWAR AWAN
calls for Institutionalization of
Real Estate Industry

President COPAIR,
Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan
participated in a Corporate Seminar
organized by Bank Of Khyber at
Pakistan Pavilion, Expo 2020

52 / Melange February 2022

Random clicks

Renowned Businesswoman and Forbes Award Holder,
Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan highlighted the Business
Community’s Decisive Role in the Economic Growth of
Pakistan in a Conference held at Dubai Expo 2020

53 / Melange February 2022
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News Updates
Amna Munawwar Awan- Chairperson Matrix Global
Signed MoU with Mr. Hassan Daud Butt CEO KP-BOIT

ISLAMABAD: Amna Munawwar Awan Chairperson Matrix Global ( DUBAI based IT firm) inks MoU with Mr. Hassan
Daud Butt, CEO KP-BOIT for the capacity building of women & Youth with the KP government during the trade and
investment summit here at Dubai Expo. During the MoU ceremony Mr. Taimur Khan Jhagra (Health & Finance Minister KPK), Mr. Humayun Khan Secretary BOI was the Chief Guest, along with Mr. Shahab Ali Shah (Additional Chief
Secretary), Mr. Shaukat Yousafzai (Labour & culture minister KPK), Mr. Abdul Karim Tordher (special assistant to CM
on trade & Industries) & Mr. Kamran Ahmed Afridi (DG KPCTA). VoM

KP goverment signed MoUs worth $8bn with
investors at Dubai Expo

ISLAMABAD:The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) government has signed 44 MoUs worth $8 billion for investment in
various sectors with prominent Pakistani and foreign investors during the trade and investment summit here at
the Dubai Expo. According to Voce of Mélange, the MoUs were signed in fields of Integrated Tourism Zones, energy,
gemstone, water sports facility in Swabi, energy and powers, infrastructure, food processing livestock development.
Among the attendees at the conference were chief executive officers (CEOs) of the Amna Mallik Group of (AMG), RJ
Greens (Pvt) Ltd. Samara Group, Mazaya Group (EGI), Jannat and AJ Group, Almasa Group and a number of Dubaibased and international investors, who expressed their willingness to invest in various tourism projects in the northwestern Pakistani province. VoM

Pakistan Navy Ship ALAMGIR visited Kenya
as part of Engage Africa Policy
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship ALAMGIR visited Mombasa, Kenya as part of the overseas deployment in the African region. Upon arrival at the port, PNS ALAMGIR was received by the High Commissioner of Pakistan at Kenya,
Defence Attaché of Pakistan, and senior officials from the Kenyan Navy. During the port visit, the Mission Commander along with the Commanding Officer of PNS ALAMGIR called on Cabinet Secretary of Defence of Kenya and Deputy
Commander of the Kenyan Navy. During the interactions, matters of mutual interests were discussed and enhancement of bilateral ties in all spheres was re-affirmed. Mission Commander conveyed good wishes of Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi for the people of Kenya. VoM

CJCSC emphasizes for further enhancing cooperation
between Pakistan and Oman
RAWALPINDI: Admiral Saif Nasser Mohsen Al Rahbi, Commander Royal Navy of Oman called on General Nadeem
Raza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee at Joint Staff Headquarters. Besides security and regional issues,
matters related to enhancing the level and scope of bilateral military engagements and cooperation in various fields
between the two brotherly countries were discussed during the meeting. Chairman JCSC emphasized the need to
further enhance the existing defence and security cooperation and said that Pakistan-Oman cooperation will have
positive impact on peace and security in the region. VoM
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News Update

Pakistan, UAE Pledges to Further Strengthen
Bilateral Relations
ISLAMABAD: UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan telephoned Foreign Minister Makhdoom
Shah Mehmood Qureshi on Tuesday and briefed him on details of tragic terrorist attack in Abu Dhabi. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan extended his heartfelt condolences to Pakistani counterpart on the death of a Pakistani national in the terrorist attack. Condemning the terrorist attack, Shah Mahmood Qureshi stressed the need to stop such
incidents which are threatening regional peace. The two Foreign Ministers pledged to further strengthen the close
and historic fraternal ties between Pakistan and the UAE. Pakistan strongly condemns the heinous terrorist attack on
civilian areas carried out by the Houthis in Abu Dhabi. VoM

G-77 to prioritize challenges faced by
developing states: Munir Akram

UNITED STATE : The Developing Countries’ Group of 77 will continue to accord high priority to the challenges faced
by its members — recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic and the existential threat of climate change — to achieve
the sustainable development goals (SDGs), Ambassador Munir Akram told a high-level coordination meeting Thursday. The Pakistani envoy said, “We recognize the valuable contribution that these coordination initiatives represent
to articulate efforts and promote synergies, and we call for further actions related to this matter”. VoM

US Charge d’ Affairs appreciates Pakistan’s role for regional peace & stability: ISPR
RWALPINDI: US Charge d’ Affaires to Pakistan Angela Aggeler called on Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar
Javed Bajwa on Thursday at the General Headquarters (GHQ). Both discussed the current situation in Afghanistan,
a statement by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said. According to the military’s media wing, the meeting
discussed matters of mutual interest, regional security situation including Afghanistan and bilateral cooperation in
various fields. Highlighting the issue of the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, the COAS reiterated the need for global convergence to address the evolving situation in the country. The visiting dignitary appreciated Pakistan’s role and
efforts in the Afghan situation to maintain regional peace and stability.VoM

PM launched public version of
National Security Policy 2022-2026
RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Imran Khan launched the public version of the first-ever National Security Policy of
Pakistan, in Islamabad. Addressing the launch ceremony, he said this all-encompassing policy will provide direction
on all dimensions of national security. The Prime Minister said the security of a country is linked to its economic security, and the National Security Policy will help ensure inclusive growth in the country, leading every sector in one
direction.The Prime Minister said on the pattern of the State of Madina, the PTI government has been endeavoring to
serve people through multiple initiatives like universal health insurance, Ehsaas Programme, single national curriculum, and the struggle for rule of law. VoM
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News Updates
Humanitarian aid tops agenda as
Afghan Taliban meet Western officials
OSLO: Human rights and the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, where hunger threatens millions, will be in focus at
talks opening Sunday in Oslo between the Taliban, the West and members of Afghan civil society. In their first visit to
Europe since returning to power in August, the Taliban will meet Norwegian officials as well as representatives of the
United States, France, Britain, Germany, Italy and the European Union. The Taliban delegation will be led by Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Mutaqqi. On the agenda will be “the formation of a representative political system, responses to
the urgent humanitarian and economic crises, security and counter-terrorism concerns, and human rights, especially
education for girls and women,” a US State Department official said. VoM

Military Advisor KSA, COAS discuss matters of
mutual interest, regional security

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa Monday stressed on the urgency to swiftly
devise an institutional mechanism for channeling humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan in order to avert a looming
humanitarian catastrophe there. The COAS said this during a meeting with Military Advisor to Minister of Defence,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) Major General Talal Abdullah Al-Otaibi here at the General Headquarters, an Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) news release said. The two sides discussed matters of mutual interest, regional
security, current situation in Afghanistan and bilateral defence relations between the two countries. General Bajwa
said Pakistan valued its historical and brotherly relations with the Kingdom and acknowledged its unique place in
the Islamic world. VoM

FM Qureshi met Romanian PM;
discusses bilateral matters & Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi Monday met Prime Minister of Romania Nicolae Ciucă wherein they discussed the bilateral matters, the situation in Afghanistan, and the human rights abuses in the IIOJK. On
his arrival at the PM Office, Foreign Minister Qureshi was received by the Romanian Chief of Protocol. Pakistan and
Romania also signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) to enhance bilateral cooperation between the trade bodies as well as for the provision of educational scholarships to Pakistani students. The MoU was signed between the
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) and the Romanian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. Foreign Minister Qureshi and Romanian Minister for Economy Florin Spătaru witnessed the signing ceremony. The MoUs were signed during the visit of Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi to Romania. Both sides
termed the MoU vital for the promotion of bilateral trade and commerce. VoM

World Bank lauds Ehsaas on completing South Asia’s first
digital socioeconomic survey

ISLAMABAD: Ehsaas, the flagship welfare program of the government, successfully accomplished a countrywide National Socioeconomic Registry Survey which includes households’ information in terms of geographic data, demographics, socioeconomic status, education, health, disability, employment, energy consumption, assets, communications, agri-landholdings, WASH, livestock, etc. Ehsaas conducted a door-to-door computer-aided survey all across the
country to gather data about the socioeconomic status of households. The data sharing will be steered through the
Cognitive API Architecture approach. VoM
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News Updates
Right of self-determination applies to all people,
including Kashmiris: UN spokesman
ISLAMABAD: The United Nations stands by its position that people all over the world, including Kashmiris, have
a right to self-determination, Stephane Dujarric, the UN secretary-general’s spokesman, said. He was answering a
question at his regular noon briefing in New York whether, in UN’s view, the right of self-determination still applies
to the people of Kashmir, Palestine and Western Sahara. “Those are issues that we have commented on and have a
position on, which is unchanged,” Dujarric said while replying to the question. On January 5, 1949, the UN Security
Council passed a resolution supporting the Kashmiris’ right to decide their future by themselves through a UN-supervised plebiscite. VoM

OIC- IPHRC commends leading role of Pakistan in highlighting scourge of corruption

ISLAMABAD : The Independent Permanent Human Rights Commission (IPHRC) of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in partnership with the Government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) held its 7th International Seminar on the subject of ‘Combating
corruption – a pre-requisite for the full realization of all human rights and sustainable development in Islamabad on
6-7 January 2022. Besides Commission Members, the Seminar was attended by experts from relevant organizations
such as the OHCHR, UN Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, UNDP, and UNODC. VoM

Pledging trade connectivity, ITI cargo
train reached Ankara
ISLAMABAD: A ceremony was held at the Turkish capital to mark the arrival of the first Islamabad-Tehran-Istanbul
(ITI) train carrying goods from Pakistan to Turkiye, via Iran after the resumption of its operations. The ITI cargo train
started its journey from Islamabad on Dec. 21, 2021, and arrived in Ankara in around 13 days. Turkey’s Transport
and Infrastructure Minister Adil Karaismailoglu, Member of Pakistan National Assembly Makhdoom Zain Hussain
Qureshi, and Iranian Ambassador to Turkiye Mohammad Farazmand attended the ceremony. Karaismailoglu in his
speech said the new railway will offer new options to the industrialists and businesspeople on the Pakistan-Iran-Turkiye route. “It will save time and cost compared to sea transportation between Pakistan and Turkiye, which takes 35
days, and will lead to the development of trade between the two countries,” he said. VoM

International Seminar on Combating Corruption and
Realizing Human Rights concludes with adoption of
“Islamabad Declaration”

ISLAMABAD: The two-day International Seminar on the theme of “Combating Corruption–
A Prerequisite for the full enjoyment of all Human Rights and Sustainable Development”
concluded with the adoption of ‘Islamabad Declaration.’ The Seminar was organized on 6-7
January 2022 by the Government of Pakistan and the Independent Permanent Human Rights
Commission (IPHRC) of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in collaboration with Sohail Majeed Butt
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United Nations Office on Special Correspondent
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). VoM
VoM
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Travel Destination

Kashmir Travels

Enclosed by the snow-clad mountains and the gleaming lakes create a picturesque landscape on earth which
is known as Kashmir. Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh is covered by the mighty ranges of the Great Himalayas
and Pir Panjal range. Due to the various picturesque places to visit in Kashmir, it is often referred as Switzerland, as the place is blessed with the most scenic views which are worth a visit. The state has a long list of
places which reflects the nature’s beauty at its best which cannot be missed by any traveler.

Srinagar – Heaven on Earth

Gulmarg

Srinagar is undoubtedly one of the most beautiful and famous places to visit in
Kashmir as well as in India. From boating to trekking, bird watching to water
skiing, Srinagar place has it all. Locally this place is known as the mirror to the
mountains, Srinagar is a first stopover for every traveler and there is a long list
of places to visit in Srinagar, Kashmir. The largest city of Kashmir, this place is
enclosed by the green mountains and the main highlight being the Dal Lake which
is the gem of the city. This place gives a close outlook to the Kashmiri cuisine and
the state’s culture.

Famously known as the ‘Meadow of Flowers’, Gulmarg is a treat to the eyes with its
spread of vibrant flowers against snowcapped mountains as backgrounds. Gulmarg is considered to be one of the best places to visit in Kashmir for all right reasons. This region of Kashmir is also known as the adventurer’s paradise because
of its vast options of skiing in the snow while enjoying the views around. The best
time to visit Kashmir for snowfall is in winter season i.e. December-January.

Sonamarg

Sonamarg, as the name suggests, is famous as the ‘Meadow of Gold’. An endless
stream of stunning flowers and undulated trekking routes are its attractions.
Sonamarg has to be in every visitors’ list of places to visit in Kashmir for its mesmerizing aura and breathtaking views. The best season to visit Kashmir would be
in summer i.e. May-June when the valley is blooming with variegated flowers.

Kupwara – The Delight Of Kashmir

Kupwara is a small district located in the state of Jammu and Kashmir and situated at a distance of 90 Kms from the state capital, Srinagar. Blessed with nature’s
finest views, the thriving meadows, alpine mountains, and the gushing clear
water make Kupwara a must-visit destination in Kashmir. This city epitomizes the
beauty of Kashmir.

Kargil

Kargil is a small town in the Kargil district of Ladakh region, which brings shivers
down the spine of the Indian Citizens. This part of the Ladakh is a must visit for
every first time traveler for capturing the undaunted beauty of the place. Kargil
is the second largest town in Ladakh after Leh which offers a plethora of options
to escape in the nature’s lap. Not only does this city bring heart-touching memories but also provides scintillating views. The atmosphere in this city oozes with
emotions.
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Travel Destination
Pulwama – All About Natural Springs & Apple Orchards

Famously named as the “Rice Bowl Of Kashmir”, this quaint village in Jammu and
Kashmir is a great place to witness the nature’s real beauty of the state. Situated
at a distance of 40 Kms from Srinagar, this place has many tourist sites for the
first time travelers to explore. This multi hued city offers amiable weather, pleasant odor saffron fields, malleable citizens. One cannot have enough of the saffron
fields and the rich culture in Pulwama.

Pahalgam – Get Allured By Picturesque Views

Pahalgam is considered as an illustration of the heaven on earth which is situated
at an altitude of 2740 m. It is situated at distance of 95 Kms from Srinagar and surrounded by dense forests, beautiful lakes and meadows of flowers. Tranquility and
serenity are the other names of Pahalgam. This tiny town is known to suck out all
the stress of every visitor and is therefore counted amongst the best places to visit
in Kashmir.

Kishtwar – Animal Lover’s Paradise

Since Kishtwar is somewhere far from tourists’ radar, offbeat travelers consider
it a gem. The landscape here bewitches with its lofty hills, lush greenery consisting of pine and deodar forests. The national park in Kishtwar attracts wildlife
and nature enthusiasts. Other than that Machail Yatra and Sarthal Yatra are two
pilgrimage circuits of high reverence, which you must consider during your visit.

Nishat Garden

This one is considered to be amongst the largest Mughal Gardens located on the
banks of Dal Lake. Nishat Garden is also known by the name the Garden of Bliss
and rightly so, as there are breathtaking Zabarwan Mountains in the backdrop. This
garden is historically famous and Asaf Khan, who was the brother of Nur Jahan designed it. This is definitely one of the best places to visit in Kashmir

Jama Masjid – Marvel At The Intricate Architecture

This mosque is located in Nowhatta and is considered amongst the most pivotal ones in Srinagar. The mosque was constructed by Sultan Sikandar during the
1400 AD. moreover, the mosque was expanded by Sikandar’s son, Zain-ul-Abidin.
You’ll find 370 wooden pillars in this mosque and a mesmerising courtyard – both
of them are considered to be the major highlights of this mosque.

Yusmarg

This is considered to be the best place when it comes to observing the natural aspects of Kashmir. This is one of the top tourist places in Kashmir that is not much
explored. If you’ll 4 kilometers downhill from this place, you’ll see the beautiful Nil
Nag Lake that will be a treat to your eyes. You’ll find the true tranquility as well as
picturesqueness of Kashmir here.
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Cuisine

Kashmiri Cuisine

Just like its picturesque beauty, the food in Kashmir is heavenly. The rich, redolent dishes steeped in traditions have evolved through many generations and are known to be a blend of different cooking styles
of Kashmiri Muslims and Mughals. This ultimate ceremonial feast in Kashmir is known as ‘Wazwan’ and
consists of mostly meat-based dishes. The word ‘waz’ means chef and ‘wan’ denotes an array of meat curries and other elaborate dishes. It’s a princely 36-course banquet, with about 15-34 dishes and is popularly
referred to as a ‘feast fit for kings’. Lamb meat highlights the menu with some of the popular dishes like
Gushtaba, Rogan Josh, Rista, Tabak Maas, Dhaniwal Korma and Marchwangan Korma.

Dum Aloo

A recipe that’s easy and extremely satisfying. Golden fried potatoes are
mixed with yogurt and aromatic spice to give an amazing red curry.

Yogurt Lamb Curry

Naat Yakhn or yogurt lamb curry is a comforting yogurt based lamb curry
cooked in mawal flowers, black and green cardamoms, onion paste and dry
mint leaves.

Paneer Chaman

This traditional Kashmiri dish is every paneer lover’s dream come
true. Rich cottage cheese sprinkled with brown and green cardamom is
slowly cooked in milk till it’s tender, rich and brown.

Kashmiri Saag

The quintessential winter recipe! All you need is 6 ingredients and 20 minutes
to cook up this warm, dish on a chilly winter night. Cooked in mustard oil,
Kashmiri saag can be paired with makki ki roti.

Khatte Baingan

This is usually served as a side dish in Kashmiri feasts and ceremonies
for its pop flavours. It’s essentially golden fried aubergines laced in a
thick, spicy and zingy gravy.
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Mutton Rogan Josh

One of the signature Kashmiri curries, meat is cooked with browned onions,
spices and yogurt. The liberal use of Kashmiri red chilies imparts a dramatic
red color to the curry. Rogan josh was originally brought to Kashmir by the
Mughals.

Kashmiri Style Mutton Ribs

How do you get the perfect crackling mutton ribs? Cook them in milk
and spices, wrap them up in gram flour batter and fry them till they
turn golden.

Haak

Haak leaves are green in colour and look a lot like spinach. Cook them for 30
minutes with mustard oil and spices for a healthy, filling meal.

Nadroo Yakhni

Yakhni is a popular yogurt based Kashmiri curry and this version is
made with crunchy lotus stem. It’s infused with cardamom ginger, bay
leaves and balanced out with rich curd.

Chicken Pulao

Kashmiri Chicken Pulao is a dish bursting with rich flavors of whole spices,
Kashmiri chillies and desi ghee. A delicious rice dish brimming with juicy
pieces of chicken along with an aroma which will instantly flatter your taste
buds.

Kashmiri Yakhni Pulao

This dish is a Kashmiri recipe made using rice, chicken and a pool of
Indian spices. This pulao recipe can be a great option to serve at family
gatherings and different kinds of occasions.
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Sports

Winter Sports in Pakistan

P

akistan is famous for its exciting cities, historical sites,
hospitality, great cuisines
across the world. However,
most of the international states are
not aware of the fact that it is an
excellent destination to enjoy adventurous sports as well as cultural
festivities. The variety of adventure
sports in Pakistan is enormous.
There are a number of adventurous
destinations for extracurricular activities in Pakistan, which anybody
can travel to. From fishing to river
rafting, skiing to camping and jeep
safari to mountaineering, Pakistan
is gifted with such vibrant geographical landscapes that makes it outstanding tourist destination.
The northern areas of Pakistan are known as hub of Adventure sports and open to tourists and
sportsman’s wonderful opportunities. Its rivers falling down from the
snowcapped mountains and glaciers
are great for water sports like river
rafting, canoeing, sailing and kayaking. Horse and Camel safaris are
other two exciting activities to enjoy.
There are various destinations in
northern Pakistan that provide wonderful opportunities for jeep safaris.
Some of the destinations that can be
visited for jeep safari include Gilgit,
Hunza, Shandur, Sust and Skardu.
Rivers Chitral, Indus, Gilgit, Swat,
Hunza, Kunar and the Neelum of-

fer exciting opportunities for water
sports. There are mountains that
offer wonderful trekking trails that
lead to some beautiful spots.
Likewise, Swat is being called
as Switzerland of Pakistan. Pakistan
also offers beautiful spots for skiing.
Swat’s Malam Jabba is one of the
best skiing resorts. If Jeep Safari is
what gives one thrill, perhaps there
is hardly any destination as exciting
as the Northern Areas: hence one
should come here without any fear
and must enjoy the adventure.
Mountaineers from all over
the world continue to test their
minds and bodies by ascending
some of toughest terrains in the
world. Mountaineering is a highly
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specialized sport, especially on the
8,000-meter high mountain peaks,
five of which are located in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) region of Pakistan.
These include K-2, Nangaparbat, G-I
& II and Broad peak. Besides, 70% of
mountain peaks above 7,000 meters
are also located in Pakistan. An elite
group of mountaineers, some of the
best in the world, challenge the limits of what is thought to be humanly
possible by attempting every winter
to climb these summits. Pakistan
govt has built various lodges along
the whole routes, and has offered
more services, this step has enticed
more people to come. Visa process
for foreigners to get tourist visas for
Pakistan has been made very easy.
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