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Happy New Year!
Each New Year provides a chance for 
self-reflection so that we live truly ful-
filling personal and professional lives. 
One should be grateful for having anoth-
er unique chance to reform limiting be-
havioral patterns and bad policies in for 
smoothly sailing through changing cir-
cumstances and addressing unresolved 
challenges. Indeed, it is always good to 
have a fresh, compassionate and evi-
dence-based perspective on important 
political and humanitarian issues con-
cerning human wellbeing and develop-
ment.

The outgoing year was marked by 
conflicts and human suffering across 
regions. In this regard, the most signifi-
cant event of 2021, from a Pakistani per-
spective, was arguably the US withdraw-
al from Afghanistan following a peace 
agreement with the Afghan Taliban. Paki-
stan stood vindicated on the issue of the 
resolution of the protracted and costly 
war in Afghanistan as it had long been 
campaigning and advocating for a nego-
tiated political settlement of the conflict. 

In the last year, the Mélange In-
ternational Magazine kept you well-in-
formed and abreast with the fast paced 
political dynamics and emerging geopo-
litical shifts and transformations, thanks 
largely to the diverse pool of authors who 
offer their scholarly invaluable perspec-
tives on a range of important regional and 
global issues. Maintaining this tradition, 
the Mélange has published the first Issue 
of the year 2022, which contains cutting 
edge research and analyses encompass-
ing a wide range of themes including stra-
tegic and security issues, regional and 
global political dynamics, energy studies, 
great power politics and most significant-
ly Pakistan-China relations. 

Though widely and generally appre-
ciated for the promise to satiate intellec-
tual curiosity of its readers, the objective 
of this Issue is to provide the reader with 
expert understanding and knowledge of 
the factors shaping the contours of Paki-
stan-Sri Lanka relations, followed by an 
insight into the principles and politics of 
regional integration and trade linkages 
pursued by regional states and organiza-

tions to achieve sustainable development 
goals. In this regard, the Editor-in-Chief 
of the Mélange International Magazine, 
Ms. Amna Munawwar Awan persuasive-
ly articulates her ideas and views in the 
“Big  Story” section of the January 2022 
Issue titled “Mahinda Rajapaksa: A Vi-
sionary Statesman”. The author sheds 
light on the significant agenda of Pres-
ident Mahinda Rajapaksa to enhance 
regional cooperation, promote the na-
tional industry, increase their capacity to 
develop new business, enhance tourism 
sector and communication channels, and 
infrastructure. Moreover, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan’s promotion of religious 
tourism has great potential to revive the 
Pakistan-Sri Lanka cultural affinities and 
linkages. The article states, “one can find 
solace and take inspiration from the con-
tinued political, security and bilateral 
economic interaction between the two 
states.” 

In the January 2022 Issue, the au-
thors provide insider knowledge and 
analysis analysis on national and global 
security issues, geopolitics, foreign re-
lations, as well as recently held extraor-
dinary summit of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in Islamabad 
and underscore the unmatched role of 
Pakistan in reinvigorating the OIC. 

Lastly, the vibrant and dedicated 
team of the Mélange International Mag-
azine express their utmost respects to 
the worthy authors for prioritizing and 
cooperating to ensure timely publication 
of the magazine. Thank you for reading 
the Melange International Magazine. We 
assure you of the best we can offer and 
hope to honor your trust in our ability to 
produce a quality substance.

Subscription
(Yearly Rs.5000/- (US$ 80)
(Per copy Rs.500/- (US$ 8)

Cheque or draft should be made 
in the name of “Melange” and 
mailed MD Melange Office # 
408, 4th Floor Evacuee Trust 
Complex, Agha Khan Road, F-5/1, 

Islamabad, Pakistan.

Happy New Year Again!

Asma Khalid
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MAHINDA RAJAPAKSA
A  V i s i o n a r y  S t a t e s m a n

Mahinda Rajapaksa is a Sri 
Lankan politician serv-
ing as Prime Minister of 
Sri Lanka since 2019, and 

previously from 2004 to 2005. Ra-
japaksa is considered to be the most 
popular Sri Lankan politician of his 
time. He served as President of Sri 
Lanka from 2005 to 2015, as Leader 
of the Opposition from 2002 to 2004 
and 2018 to 2019, and as Minister of 
Finance from 2005 to 2015 and 2019 
to 2021. The Honorable Mahinda Ra-
japaksa was sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka on 21 Novem-
ber 2019. He has been the Member 
of Parliament (MP) for Kurunegala 
since 2015. Rajapaksa was born into 
a large upper-caste family and was 
brought up as a Buddhist. Through-
out much of his childhood, his father, 

D.A. Rajapaksa, served as a member 
of the Sri Lankan parliament, holding 
the Beliatta seat from 1947 to 1965. 
Rajapaksa did not pursue under-
graduate study; however, he received 
a law degree from Colombo Law Col-
lege in 1974. Mahinda Rajapaksa was 
the 5th President of the Democratic 
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. His 
election for a second term of office 
in the Presidential Election, held on 
January 26, 2010, saw the Sri Lankan 
electorate recognizing him as the na-
tional leader who liberated the coun-
try from the terrorism of the Liber-
ation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
and set the country on the path to 
peace, stronger democracy and rapid 
economic development. The re-elec-
tion of Mahinda Rajapaksa took place 
in the first nationwide election held 

after the defeat of the LTTE in May 
in 2009, and the first where people 
from all parts of the country were 
free to participate in elections after 
more than two decades.

Mahinda Rajapaksa was 24 
years when he was first elected to 
Parliament as a Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party member (SLFP), from the Beli-
atta electorate in 1970. He was then 
the youngest Member of Parliament 
and represented the same electorate 
his father did. He practiced law main-
ly in the southern town of Tangalle, 
from 1977 to 1994, which kept him 
closely in touch with the people and 
their needs, and also the develop-
ment needs of the southern region, 
until his appointment as a Minister 
in 1994. After losing his parliamen-
tary seat in 1977, he regained it in 
the parliamentary election that fol-
lowed in 1989. He was re-elected 
to Parliament from the Hambantota 
District under proportional repre-
sentation, and held that position un-
til his election as Executive President 
in November 2005. At the time, the 
Sri Lankan government was in the 
midst of ongoing peace talks and 
a precarious cease-fire agreement 
with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), better known as the 
Tamil Tigers, the guerrilla organiza-
tion that sought to establish an in-
dependent Tamil state in northern 
and eastern Sri Lanka. Nevertheless, 
Rajapaksa announced his intention 
in 2006 to eradicate the separatist 
group, which had operated as both 

Amna Munawwar Awan

Amna Munawwar Awan is President of the Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief of the 

Mélange International Magazine, Voice of Melange,
and The Asian Telegraph.
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a rebel army and a de facto govern-
ment in parts of Sri Lanka for more 
than 20 years. In 2009 the Sri Lankan 
army defeated the Tamil forces, end-
ing the country’s long civil war. Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa went through the 
most trying period during the first 
five months of his Presidency, from 
barely two weeks after his election, 
with the separatist Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) launching at-
tacks on the security forces and ci-
vilians. From early December 2005 
until mid-April 2006, then President 
Rajapaksa showed considerable pa-
tience and forbearance, for which he 
won international admiration, in the 
face of provocative violence by the 
LTTE that killed nearly 600. He al-
lowed limited attacks on LTTE posi-
tions only after it carried out a failed 
suicide-bomb attack to assassinate 
the Army Commander in April 2006. 
He demonstrated his commitment to 
peace and negotiation by re-opening 
talks with the LTTE, which it had uni-
laterally walked away from in April 
2003. But the LTTE did not recipro-
cate his moves for peace.

His presidency after ending the 
civil war is known for the initiating 
the large scale infrastructure proj-
ects such as the, Colombo Lotus Tow-
er, Magampura Mahinda Rajapaksa 
Port, Colombo Harbour South Con-
tainer Terminal, Mattala Rajapak-
sa International Airport, Colombo 
- Katunayake Expressway, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa International Cricket Sta-
dium. Sri Lanka also made it into the 
“high” category of the Human De-
velopment Index during this time. 
Initiating, completing and develop-
ment of many Highways, Roads, Co-
lombo beautification project, Rural 
infrastructure develop-
ment projects are some 
several major projects. 
Throughout Rajapaksa’s 
presidency he worked 
to develop the country’s 
business and tourism 
sectors as well as its in-
frastructure. A key de-
velopment project was 
a new port in his home 
district of Hambantota, 
built with aid from China. 
His brothers—Gotabaya, 
Basil, and Chamal held 

prominent positions in his adminis-
tration, serving respectively as secre-
tary of defense, special adviser, and 
ports and aviation minister. Their 
support was instrumental in the de-
feat of the Tamil Tigers.

His Excellency Mahinda Ra-

japaksa had no sudden rise to the 
Presidency of Sri Lanka. He came 
through many decades of service to 
the people, demonstrating an un-
failing loyalty to his political party 
and its leadership, and boldly fac-
ing the rough and tumble of politics. 
His Highness Mahinda Rajapaksa 
won the Presidency of Sri Lanka on 
a wide-ranging policy, which was 
largely people oriented and was laid 
out in the Mahinda Chinthana “The 
Concepts of Mahinda” which prom-
ised, among others, the defeat of ter-
rorism and the advance of democra-
cy. It also offered social democratic 
approaches to economic and social 
issues, the continuance of social 
welfare policies such as free educa-
tion and free health, an end to pri-
vatization of the state sector, a huge 
commitment to infrastructure devel-
opment, strengthening of the rural 
sector of the economy, protection of 
the environment and the upholding 
of traditional values such as the hu-
mane treatment of animals.

His Excellency Mahinda Ra-
japaksa is considered to be the most 
popular Sri Lankan politician of his 
time. He is referred as King by his 
supporters and television ads where 
songs are sung by school children in 
his rallies hail him as our father and 
father of the country. Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa was presented 
with the Nalanda Keerthi Sri award 
in 2004 by his alma mater, Nalan-
da College. He has been given three 
honorary doctorates. The first was 
a Doctor of Law from the University 
of Colombo on 6 September 2009. 
The second degree was awarded by 
the Peoples’ Friendship University 
of Russia in 2010 for his contribu-

tion to world peace and 
outstanding success in 
defeating terrorism. Sri 
Lankan Prime minister 
was given an honorary 
doctorate by the Beijing 
University of Foreign 
Languages in China in 
August 2011. The Visva 
Bharati University of Cal-
cutta in India conferred 
on him the title Professor 
Emeritus for his record 
on human rights. Mattala 
Rajapaksa International 

H.E. Mahinda Rajapaksa 
went through the most 
trying period during 

the first five months of 
his Presidency, from 

barely two weeks after 
his election, with the 
separatist Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE) launching attacks 
on the security forces 

and civilians. From early 
December 2005 until mid-
April 2006, then President 

Rajapaksa showed 
considerable patience and 

forbearance, for which 
he won international 

admiration, in the face of 
provocative violence by the 

LTTE that killed nearly 
600. He allowed limited 

attacks on LTTE positions 
only after it carried out a 

failed suicide-bomb attack 
to assassinate the Army 

Commander in April 
2006. He demonstrated his 
commitment to peace and 
negotiation by re-opening 

talks with the LTTE
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Airport, Magampura Mahinda Ra-
japaksa Port, Nelum Pokuna Mahin-
da Rajapaksa Theatre, and Mahinda 
Rajapaksa International Stadium 
were all high-profile lavish infra-
structure projects initiated by Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa during 
his administration and named for 
him.

In the mid-fifties the Rajapak-
sa family moved to Colombo and 
Mahinda Rajapaksa was admitted 
to Nalanda College, Colombo. Later 
in 1957 he transferred to Thurstan 
College, where he took part in sports 
such as cricket, rugger and athletics 

and became the putt shot champion. 
In the mid-sixties he started work as 
a library assistant at the Vidyodaya 
Pirivena and soon became active in 
leftwing politics. He became a mem-
ber of the Ceylon Mercantile Union 
and was elected it’s branch secretary 
in 1967. His father who had lost his 
parliamentary seat the 1965 general 
elections, died in November 1967. 
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) 
party leader Sirima Bandaranaike of-
fered his father’s post of SLFP party 
organizer for the Beliatta electorate 
to his older brother Chamal. Chamal 
who had joined the Ceylon Police 

Force as a Sub-inspector, turndown 
Mrs Bandaranaike’s offer in favor of 
his younger brother and Mahinda 
Rajapaksa was appointed as SLFP 
organizer for Beliatta in 1968. Ma-
hinda Rajapaksa contested the 1970 
general elections as the SLFP can-
didate for the Beliatta constituency 
and was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives having gained 23,103 
votes against his rival Dr. Ranjit 
Atapattu from the United National 
Party (UNP) who gained 16,477. At 
the time he was the youngest mem-
ber of parliament (MP) at the age of 
twenty four years and served as a 
backbencher in the governing party. 
Following changes to the admission 
process to the Sri Lanka Law College, 
which allowed young MPs to gain ad-
mission, he entered Sri Lanka Law 
College and studied law while serv-
ing as an MP.

In November 1977, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa was called to the bar as 
an attorney at law. He thereafter 
started his legal practice in criminal 
law in the Unofficial Bar in Tangalle, 
which he did until 1994. His Excel-
lency Mahinda Rajapaksa is a lawyer 
by profession, and was first elect-
ed to the Parliament of Sri Lanka in 
1970. He served as the leader of the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party from 2005 
to 2015. His Excellency Mahinda 
Rajapaksa was sworn in for his first 
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six-year term as president on 19 No-
vember 2005. He was subsequently 
re-elected in 2010 for a second term. 
His Excellency Mahinda Rajapaksa 
was defeated in his bid for a third 
term in the 2015 presidential elec-
tion by Maithripala Sirisena, and he 
left office on 9 January 2015. Later 
that year, His Excellency Mahinda 
Rajapaksa unsuccessfully sought to 
become Prime Minister in the 2015 
parliamentary election; that year, 
the United People’s Freedom Alli-
ance was defeated. He was, however, 
elected as the Member of Parliament 
for the Kurunegala District. On 26 
October 2018, His Excellency Mahin-
da Rajapaksa was appointed to the 
office of prime minister 
by President Maithripala 
Sirisena after the United 
People’s Freedom Alli-
ance withdrew from the 
unity government. He 
became Prime Minister 
again on 21 November 
2019 after being ap-
pointed by his brother, 
Gotabaya His Excellency 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, who 
had become president on 
18 November after win-
ning the 2019 Sri Lankan 
presidential election. On 
9 August 2020, His Excel-
lency Mahinda Rajapaksa 
was sworn in as Prime 
Minister of Sri Lanka for 

the fourth time at a Buddhist temple 
on Colombo’s outskirts.

Loyalty to principle and party 
has been the hallmark of His Excel-
lency Mahinda Rajapaksa’s political 
philosophy. In this, he followed the 
example set by his father, especial-
ly in the loyalty he showed to the 
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP), 
which he helped found and to the 
late S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and Mrs. 
Sirimavo Bandaranaike whose lead-
ership and politics he accepted, and 
was deeply loyal to Mrs. Bandara-
naike and the SLFP, the leader and 
party that brought him to Parliament. 
His loyalty to the SLFP, which was re-
sponsible for the ups and downs in 

his politics, just like his father’s, 
has kept him with the party from 
the time he was a youth activist 
and throughout his political life 
as a Member of Parliament, Cab-
inet Minister, Leader of the Op-
position, Prime Minister and as 
the country’s President. It is this 
loyalty that saw him chosen as 
Prime Minister after the General 
Election of April 2004, when the 
United People’s Freedom Alli-
ance, a coalition led by the SLFP, 
won a majority in Parliament. 
He had by then risen to the po-
sition of Senior Vice President 
of the SLFP. Loyalty to party also 
saw him chosen as the SLFP’s 
presidential nominee in Novem-
ber 2005.

His tenure was characterized 
by impressive economic growth 
and ambitious infrastructure 

projects, including the construction 
of a new section of motorway con-
necting Colombo’s international air-
port with its political and commer-
cial center. Rajapaksa’s second term 
oversaw sustained economic growth, 
and he continued to enjoy the strong 
support of the large Sinhalese major-
ity in the country. Mahinda Rajapak-
sa maintained an image of security 
and stability in 2020 as the global 
COVID-19 pandemic took hold, es-
pecially as Sri Lanka reported much 
lower rates of COVID-19 infections 
and deaths than other South Asian 
countries.
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Evolving
Pakistan-Sri Lanka Relations: 
Game Changer in South Asia

The genesis of the Pakistan-Sri Lanka relations 
can be found in the cultural connections of Islam 
and Buddhism. Islam came to the subcontinent 
in the early 8th century, following the conquest 

of Sindh by Muhammad bin Qasim, the commander of 
the Muslim empire, who led an armed campaign to res-
cue the widows of the Arab settlers in Ceylon (former 
name of Sri Lanka). Fast forward to the mid-20th centu-
ry; it is reported that the Muslims of Sri Lanka supported 
the cause of the All India Muslim League for a separate 
homeland for the Muslims of the subcontinent. After Pa-
kistan’s independence, East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) 
constituted a Buddhist minority. On the other hand, Sri 
Lanka had 6.6 percent Muslim population by the 1950s 
and currently has 9 percent Muslims. Archeological sur-
veys have traced various sights and symbols of Buddhist 
civilization and religion, primarily concentrated in Taxi-
la, in the northern Punjab

Pakistan has demonstrated due respect and appre-
ciation for this heritage and have 
taken measures to preserve the 
remnants of the Buddhist civiliza-
tion and became the first country in 
1956 to commemorate the 2500th 
anniversary of Lord Buddha. More-
over, Pakistan also participated in 
the world Buddhist conferences in 
Colombo starting from the 1950s. 
In 1976, Sri Lanka reciprocated the 
civilizational gesture by naming a 
public ground in Colombo as Jin-
nah Maidan. Local governments in 
various regions of Sri Lanka also 
arranged exhibitions of Buddhist 
antiques and relics from Pakistan, 
including the inauguration of the 
Gandhara art exhibition arranged 

by the Pakistani community in Colombo.
Notwithstanding, the heartwarming historical 

connections, the cultural affinity got affected after the 
separation of East Pakistan in 1971 and has almost dis-
appeared ever since the military dictator General Zia-ul-
Haq (1977-87)  instrumentalised Islam on the national 
scale. As of now, Prime Minister Imran Khan’s promotion 
of religious tourism has great potential to revive the cul-
tural affinities and linkages that Pakistan had with other 
nations and states. . 

Nonetheless, one can find solace and take inspira-
tion from the continued political, security and economic 
bilateral interaction between the two states.

Political drivers of the relationship
Sri Lanka and Pakistan are members of the Common-
wealth of Nations. Both countries also regularly observe 
elections and seek to institutionalize the democratic 
norms and ideals as a prerequisite for democratic gov-

Asma Khalid

Asma Khalid is Research Associate at the 
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) 
and Sub-Editor of the Melange International Magazine.



ernance. They were also members 
of the Colombo Plan and conveners 
of the Bandung conferences, sharing 
the political stance against commu-
nism. When Sri Lanka assumed the 
chairmanship of the Non-aligned 
Movement (NAM), Pakistan became 
its full-fledged member in 1979. 

Generally, there have  been  in-
frequent visits of the political heads 
of states from the two sides. Rela-
tions with Sri Lanka may well be an-
alysed in the general framework of 
Pakistan’s Indo-Pacific policy, which 
tends to vary from being non-exis-
tent to once in five-year term engage-
ment.

The only exception may have 
been the defense and security as-
pects of the relationship.

Defense and Security Links of the 
Relationship

Almost all the smaller South 
Asian states are confronted with 
the dire consequences of India’s of-
fensive military doctrines and strat-
egies towards neighboring states. 
Given, India’s preponderance and 

aspirations to become a regional 
hegemon, these concerns can only 
be dismissed at one’s own peril.. Sri 
Lanka’s northern region and India’s 
southern region  is inhibited by the 
Tamil populations. It is also an open 
secret that New Delhi exerts political 
influence  so as to pressurize Colom-
bo to ensure  political and economic 
rights of the Lankan Tamils and has 
covertly fueled the Tamil uprisings in 

Sri Lanka. 
The threat from India might 

have propelled Sri Lanka to join the 
U.S.-led alliance of SEATO and CEN-
TO, just like Pakistan which also 
saw these US-led pacts as a means 
to bolster its security against India. 
Later, during the 1971 crisis in East 
Pakistan, when India blocked West 
Pakistan’s overflight through the In-
dian airspace, Sri Lanka stepped in 
and granted the Pakistani civilian 
and military airplanes stopover and 
landing rights. However, the author 
could not find any evidence of mili-
tary aircrafts making stopovers in Sri 
Lanka for refueling or other services 
during war in late 1971. Further-
more, Sri Lanka has observed a neu-
tral stance on the Kashmir issue and 
India-Pakistan’s conflict. That leaves 
us with the single essential element 
of security, namely terrorism that set 
the tone of relations or laid the foun-
dation for an expansion in the bilat-
eral defense ties of Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka.

The Tamils of the northern and 
eastern parts of Sri Lanka formed a 

rebel group, 
L i b e r a t i o n 
Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), in 
1975, for 
curving out 
a separate 
state for the 
Tamil pop-
ulation. Pa-
kistan has 
supplied Sri 
Lanka with 
fighter jets 
and military 
training and 
support that 
successfully 
defeated the 

LTTE terrorists.
Later, when Pakistan was en-

gulfed in the terrorist strikes nation-
wide, from 2007 to 2014, it report-
edly sought Sri Lanka’s support in 
military training for its counter-in-
surgency operations.

The cooperation in getting rid of 
terrorism paved the way for strong 
defense relations between the two 
countries. In 2016, Pakistan signed 

an agreement with Sri Lanka to pro-
vide eight JF-17 fighter aircraft. Pa-
kistani and Sri Lankan armed and 
naval forces have also been through 
port calls, military, and defense 
workshops and seminars. 

Later in 2020, during his vis-
it to Sri Lanka, former US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo has remained 
focused on establishing strategic ties 
with Sri Lanka and has invited it to 
join Quad- a multilateral alliance 
forged to ensure security in Indian 
Ocean’ region. The alliance is com-
prised of Australia, India, Japan and 
US. Pompeo stated, “We see from bad 

deals, violations of sovereignty and 
lawlessness on land and sea that the 
Chinese Communist Party is a pred-
ator, and the United States comes in 
a different way, we come as a friend, 
and as a partner”. Significantly, when 
Sri Lanka and China agreed to lease 

Spotlight 
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Pakistan-Sri Lanka 
relations are based on 
cultural links, defense 

cooperation, and economic 
diplomacy. Both countries 
can coordinate to expand, 

deepen and strengthen 
each of these elements, 

given that the political will 
leads to policy formulation 
and execution. Sri Lanka 
will indeed face pressure 
from India to expand ties 
with regional states, but 

Colombo can find a balance, 
given its experience of doing 
so between China and India. 
Pakistan should revive the 

tradition of commemorating 
the anniversary of Lord 

Buddha and further 
advertise its Buddhist 

tourism sites. Both 
countries can also exploit 
the prevailing FTA and 

expand the bilateral trade. 
All of it only demands 

further policy 
reorientation
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the Hambantota port to Sri Lanka for 
99 years, other states like Japan and 
India tried to initiate similar proj-
ects for strategic objectives. In con-
trast, Pakistan did not seek to press 
Sri Lanka or other smaller regional 
states in pursuit of its strategic inter-
ests through military initiatives like 
the Indo-Pacific strategy. Hence, a 
shared diplomatic stance on emerg-
ing regional security and strategic 
dynamics has played a crucial role in 
further advancing their defense ties.

Another diplomatically sig-
nificant but financially low-valued 
aspect of the relationship might be 
economic cooperation.

Significance of the bilateral rela-
tionship in economy
Pakistan has Free Trade Agreements 
(FTA) with only three countries, 
China, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka. In-
terestingly, it is only with Sri Lanka 
that Pakistan a trade surplus. Both 
countries signed the FTA in 2002 
that came into effect in 2005, and the 
phasing out process by the two coun-
tries ended in 2010. Sri Lanka got 
duty-free access over the 206 items, 
including tea, rubber, and coconuts. 
Pakistan received zero-tariff conces-
sions over 102 articles, including or-
anges, basmati rice, and engineering 
products.

 Pakistan’s top three exports to 
Sri Lanka include cotton, pharma-
ceutical goods, and mineral manu-
factured items. Sri Lanka’s top three 
exports to Pakistan have been a) 
ships, boats and floating materials; 
b) vegetable items, including tea, 
coffee, and pulses; and, c) rubber or 
rubber-made items.

Although, the financial value of 
the economic relationship may ap-
pear to be modest, the diplomatic 
significance of the FTA is enormous 
given that it has the potential to 
strengthen bilateral ties of Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Sri 
Lanka visit: Game Changer 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s first 
visit to Sri Lanka in February 2021 
is viewed from the prism of India’s 
offensive strategy towards region-
al states and Pakistan’s proactive 
strategy aimed at regional stabili-

ty. During the two-day visit Imran 
Khan highlighted the prospects of a 
bilateral strategic partnership be-
tween Islamabad and Colombo.  PM 
Khan urged his counterpart to join 
the multi-billion-dollar China-Paki-

stan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the 
flagship project of Beijing’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). While address-
ing a joint press conference with his 
Sri Lankan counterpart Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said, “My visit aims to strengthen bi-
lateral relationship [with Sri Lanka], 
especially trade and economic ties 
through enhanced connectivity.”

During the visit, both states 
agreed to further enhance bilateral 
relations through investment, trade, 
technology, science, tourism and cul-
ture and agreed to boost connectiv-
ity to achieve this end.  Thus, both 
states signed several Memorandums 
of Understanding (MoU) pertaining 
to these areas of mutual interests. 
The MoUs signed between Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka during Imran Khan’s 
February visit include:

i) MoU on cooperation in tour-
ism. 

ii) MoU between the Boards of 
Investment. 

iii) MoU between Sri Lanka’s In-
dustrial Technology Institute (ITI) 
and Karachi University’s Interna-
tional Centre for Chemical and Bio-
logical Sciences.

iv) The intent of cooperation 
between ITI and Comsats University 
Islamabad. 

v) MoU between University of 
Colombo and Lahore School of Eco-

nomics.
 Subsequently, Pakistan and Sri 

Lanka agreed to collaborate in high-
er education. Pakistan announce 100 
scholarships for Sri Lankan students 
as part of the Pakistan-Sri Lanka 

Higher Education Cooperation Pro-
gramme.  

Both Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
have been targets of radical terrorist 
groups and extremism due to multi-
ple endogenous and exogenous fac-
tors. These include terror financing 
by hostile countries like India to fo-
ment unrest and exploitation of in-
ternal sectarian cleavages by vested 
interest groups for parochial purpos-
es. .Predictably, the turmoil  and civil 
war in Afghanistan had a spillover 
impact on regional security. Escalat-
ing terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka in-
stigate instability and insecurity in 
the country. During his visit, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan announced a 
US$ 50 million for defense purchas-
es.  The two countries also agreed to 
increase cooperation in countering 
terrorism and systematic crimes. Pa-
kistan has initiated a series of mili-
tary operations and effectively coun-
tered the menace of terrorism and 
extremism. Thus Pakistan can help 
Sri Lanka in combating terrorism 
and extremism drawing on its own 
experience. In this regard, Pakistan 
can help by sharing expertise in de-
veloping an effective mechanism to 
counter-terrorism and strengthen-
ing criminal justice institutions.

In fact, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
are brought together among oth-
ers by their geopolitical, economic, 
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and security interests in the region. 
Therefore, Pakistan desires to en-
hance ties with Sri Lanka through 
economic and regional connectivity 
and this can be ensured if Sri Lanka 
becomes part of CPEC. This will help 
cement the ties and enable the two 
countries to beneficially promote re-
gional connectivity and achieve eco-
nomic growth and development. . 

Consequently, the strategic 
troika comprising Pakistan-Sri Lan-
ka and China can offset the growing 
concerns of regional states regard-
ing Quad. Therefore, evolving Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka ties are marked 
as more practical and focused on 
bilateral cooperation aimed at over-
coming the emerging geo-economic 
challenges. In particular, Pakistan’s 
assistance to Sri Lanka during civil 
war highlights the tactical or strate-
gic nature of the relations.  In short, 
the Pakistan-Sri Lanka axis will fur-
ther grow through bilateral coop-
eration; additionally, the prospects 
to connect China’s CPEC projects, 
economic and military engagements 
highlights that bilateral relations can 
be a game-changer in the region. 

The growing role of India in the 
security architecture of the region 
and Indo-US strategic alliance is the 
concern of all the South Asian states. 
Thus, to maintain regional stability 
and further enhance bilateral coop-
eration following policy measures 
are recommended:  

Policy Recommendations 

1.Increased State level Visits
The visits must aim to enhance 

and develop bilateral relations in the 
areas ranging from human rights, 
economy, trade, environmental pro-
tection, climate change, cultural con-
tacts etc. Therefore, frequent state to 
state visits between Islamabad and 
Colombo can play a significant role 
in further improving economic, po-
litical and military ties.

2.Regional Cooperation through 
SAARC 

Cooperative regional organi-
zations engaging in non-political or 
low-political spheres such as tech-
nical, social, economic, cultural and 
scientific sectors provide vastly prac-

tical opportunities for building effec-
tive cooperation among the member 
states. Hence, it can play an effective 
role in bilateral cooperation and 
regional development. PM Imran 
Khan’s vision of regional connectiv-
ity can be achieved through SAARC 
because of the mutual advantage for 
the participating states. 

 
3. Enhanced cooperation in secu-
rity, counter-terrorism and orga-
nized crime 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka are the 
victims of terrorism and extrem-
ism. A bilateral security framework 
based on defense cooperation can 
provide adequate solutions to exist-
ing terrorism and regional security 
challenges. 

4. Sports Diplomacy 
Sports can be used as a political 

tool to enhance bilateral relations 
among states. Cricket is the most 
famous and widely played game in 
South Asia and can be used as a po-
litical tool to strengthen bilateral 
diplomatic relations.  Even during 
his visit to Sri Lanka, Prime Minister 

Imran Khan also exercised sports di-
plomacy and had an interactive ses-
sion with the sports community of 
Sri Lanka. 

Conclusion
Pakistan-Sri Lanka relations are 

based on cultural links, defense co-
operation, and economic diplomacy. 
All of these segments of the relation-
ship operate at a low scale current-
ly. Both countries can coordinate to 
expand, deepen and strengthen each 
of these elements, given that the 
political will leads to policy formu-
lation and execution. Sri Lanka will 
indeed face pressure from India to 
expand ties with regional states, but 
Colombo can find a balance, given its 
experience of doing so between Chi-
na and India. Pakistan should revive 
the tradition of commemorating the 
anniversary of Lord Buddha and fur-
ther advertise its Buddhist tourism 
sites. Both countries can also exploit 
the prevailing FTA and expand the 
bilateral trade. All of it only demands 
further policy reorientation.
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OIC’s Extraordinary Session on Afghanistan: 
Collective Determination to Support the 

Afghan People

Protracted conflict in Afghanistan has fractured all 
segments of society. Although the conflict is over 
now, a serious humanitarian crisis is looming large 
on Afghan horizon due to crippling economic con-

ditions. To address this alarming situation in the wake of 
US withdrawal and punitive sanctions, Pakistan’s efforts 
to host the biggest conference on humanitarian situation 
in Afghanistan are commendable to say the least. . All the 
regional and extra-regional stakeholders including the 
US, European Union, China and Russia participated in the 
conference and the members of Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) pledged funds to lift the country out 
of current economic and humanitarian crisis. The inter-
national community including the United Nations (UN) 
and the US have finally felt the need to acknowledged 
Pakistan’s facilitative role in Afghanistan indicating a 
departure from the biased approach towards Pakistan. 
This vindicates Pakistan’s commitment to peace and sta-
bility in the region. Unhappy with Pakistan’s diplomatic 
victory and efforts for development of Afghanistan, India 
seeks to portray itself as a key player and reposition it-
self from a spoiler to a peacemaker. In this regard, all the 
stake holders including Pakistan should remain wary of 
India’s malicious intent to destabilize Pak-Afghan region 
in its quest to tar-
nish Pakistan im-
age by undermin-
ing regional peace 
and stability. 

Afghanistan 
has a long history 
of domination by 
foreign conquer-
ors and has ex-
perienced never 
ending internal 
rifts on ethnic as 
well as theolog-
ical basis. In the 
recent past, the 
landlocked door 

between Europe and Asia went through a deadly phase 
of instability and chaos due to Soviet invasion and later 
the US onslaught of Afghanistan. July 2021 was a turn-
ing point in this episode of American war in Afghanistan 
when the US left Bagram Airfield without giving a prior 
notice to the freshly appointed base commander. Mean-
while the US continued to maintain that Afghan National 
Army (ANNA) is fully equipped to counter Taliban take-
over as they outnumbered the Taliban. But what the US 
was not aware of was the fact that already, ANA officers 
as well as soldiers were switching sides along with their 
arms. 

Resultantly, the regime installed by the allies col-
lapsed and gave away Kabul to Taliban without a fight on 
15 August 2021.  Three American presidents tried to tame 
Afghanistan but all in vain. America spent billions of dol-
lars in Afghanistan to sustain its favourite setup without 
any success. The Afghan National Army was raised from 
the scratch and constantly injected with power boosters 
of latest arms but it could not deliver as expected. An im-
portant fact the Americans probably figured out was that 
the money invested on the Ghani regime finds its way to 
the Middle Eastern and European banks. The never end-
ing list of corruption was part and parcel of the regime. 

Here, important 
to note are the 
ground realities 
of Afghanistan. 
The Afghans as a 
nation have nev-
er accepted the 
foreign direct or 
indirect rule. It 
is rightfully said 
about Afghan-
istan that ‘you 
can rent Afghan-
istan, but you 
can’t buy it’, but 
in today’s sce-
nario, ‘no one 

Raja Faisal
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can afford buying Afghanistan’ is the 
right phrase.  However, the ill-con-
ceived American policies before and 
after the withdrawal from Afghani-
stan are still wreaking havoc. For in-
stance, the US has frozen the assets 
of Afghanistan, pushing the war-torn 
country towards economic collapse. 
The alarming situation in Afghan-
istan needed immediate response 
from the world, and Pakistan’s deci-
sion to host the biggest conference to 
address the humanitarian situation 
in Afghanistan is a great step for-
ward.

Pakistan hosted an extraordi-
nary session of the OIC Council of 
Foreign Ministers on the “Humani-
tarian Situation in Afghanistan” on 
19th December 2021 in which OIC 
members and representatives from 
the US, China, Russia, UN and EU also 
participated. At the end of the ses-
sion, OIC nations passed a resolution 
pledging funds to stave off Afghani-
stan ‘chaos. The resolution affirms 
solidarity of the OIC Member States 
with the Afghan people in their quest 
to build a new peaceful, united, sta-
ble, sovereign and prosperous Af-
ghanistan. It urged Afghanistan to 
honour and abide by the principles 
enshrined in the UN Charter and the 
Charter of the OIC and to respect its 
commitments under international 
agreements and conventions, includ-
ing its obligations under interna-
tional human rights covenants, es-
pecially with regards to the rights of 
women, children, youth, elderly and 
people with special needs as well as 
the preservation of family values, as 
enshrined in Islamic teachings and 

principles. The resolu-
tion also encouraged 
the United Nations sys-
tem, in particular the 
UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), 
UN Office for Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA), World 
Food Programme 
(WFP), United Nations 
International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF), and United 
Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), to 
pursue joint operation 
with the OIC for the de-

livery of urgent humanitarian aid. In 
addition, the OIC called the interna-
tional community in general, and the 
UN Security Council in particular to 
ensure that existing targeted sanc-
tions do not impede the provision 
of humanitarian aid or economic re-
sources to preserve the institutions, 
schools and hospitals in Afghanistan 
and to allow multilateral develop-
ment institutions, United Nations 
Agencies, Funds and Programmes 
and other humanitarian organiza-
tions to channel existing assistance 
and assets towards humanitarian as-
sistance.  

Furthermore, the OIC has decid-
ed to establish a Humanitarian Trust 
Fund, under the aegis of the Islamic 
Development Bank, to ensure and 
channelize humanitarian assistance 
to Afghanistan, in partnership with 
other international actors. It has been 

stated that the OIC General Secretari-
at, together with the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank and Humanitarian Trust 
Fund, shall commence discussions 
with the UN system organizations 
to device a road map for mobilizing 
actions in relevant fora to unlock the 
financial and banking channels to re-
sume liquidity and flow of financial 
and humanitarian assistance, and 
to devise a mechanism for the dis-
bursement of urgent and sustained 
humanitarian assistance to the peo-
ple of Afghanistan; therefore the OIC 
states have requested the Islamic De-
velopment Bank to expeditiously op-
erationalize the Humanitarian Trust 
Fund by the first quarter of 2022. In 
addition, the decision has been taken 
to launch an Afghanistan Food Secu-
rity Programme, and requests the Is-
lamic Organization for Food Security 
(IOFS) to undertake necessary work 
in this regard using the capacity of 
the Organization’s Food Security Re-
serves, when necessary. 

The OIC nations have recog-
nized that terrorism has devastating 
consequences on human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of victims and 
their families, in particular women 
and girls, deploring the suffering of 
the people of Afghanistan, and reaf-
firming its profound solidarity with 
them while stressing the importance 
of providing them with proper sup-
port and assistance. They have also 
stressed that the Afghan territory 
must not be used as a base or safe 
haven for any terrorist group,
and strongly condemning terrorist
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attacks claimed by the so-called Is-
lamic State in Khorasan Province 
(ISKP), an entity affiliated with 
Daesh, resulting in the loss of nu-
merous precious lives and injuries to 
many others. 

Moreover, the OIC members 
have acknowledged the efforts of 
the international community, neigh-
bouring countries, donor agencies 
and other international organiza-
tions in urgent provision of humani-
tarian assistance to Afghanistan, and 
that institutions and capacity build-
ing developed during decades of in-
ternational assistance and support 
to Afghanistan are at the verge of be-
ing lost. Rebuilding state institutions 
and necessary ca-
pacity will take 
decades if urgent 
actions are not 
taken to stem the 
negative trajectory. 
Adding more to it, 
Pakistan’s pivotal 
role, in the evacua-
tion of over 83,000 
people comprising 
47 nationalities 
from Afghanistan, 
has also been in the 
OIC resolution. 

The COVID-19 
has badly impacted 
the economic sit-
uation across the 

global, Afghanistan is no exception. 
In this context, the OIC nations have 
decided that OIC General Secretariat 
shall engage with the World Health 
Organization and other relevant 
stakeholders for securing vaccines 
as well as other medical supplies, 
technical and related assistance for 
the people of Afghanistan in con-
text of Covid-19 pandemic and other 
persistent and emerging health con-
cerns. 

It is important to mention here 
that the resolution has called upon 
Afghanistan to take concrete steps 
against all terrorist organizations in 
particular Al-Qaeda, Deash and its 
affiliates, ETIM, and TTP, and also 

urged the international community 
to remain cautious against the pos-
sibility of incitement and the role of 
spoilers, both inside and outside the 
country, to derail efforts aimed at 
peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

There is no denying the fact that 
the road to peace in Afghanistan is a 
challenging and demanding task that 
needs the strong will of all the stake-
holders. The leaders of Afghanistan, 
whether they are in the government 
or part of opposition forces, and the 
regional states whose stakes are at 
risk due to worsening instability in 
Afghanistan need to work together 
aggressively for the success of the 
peace process to bring perpetual 
peace in Afghanistan which would 
eventually result into peace and sta-
bility in the entire region. The spoil-
ers of the peace particularly India 
cannot be overlooked, therefore, all 
the domestic and regional stakehold-
ers should be cautious. 

Since the U.S. military with-
drawal from Afghanistan, India is 
striving to find its role in emerging 
political landscape. The invitation 
extended by Indian National Security 
Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval to the re-
gional powers including Pakistan for 
an NSA-level meeting on Afghanistan 
was another failed try to make itself 
relevant player in the case of Afghan-
istan. Regional powers’ response to 
India’s NSA-level Afghanistan meet-
ing proved that the premier spoiler 
in Afghan Peace Process cannot act 
as a peacemaker until it fixes the 
mess it has created from the last two 

decades.
The trouble-

maker, India has 
always used the 
instability of Af-
ghanistan against 
Pakistan. Before 
the Taliban’s take 
over, the Indian 
premier agen-
cy Research and 
Analysis Wing 
(RAW) was using 
Indian consul-
ates alongside the 
Pak-Afghan bor-
der as centers for 
launching terror-
ist attacks in Pa-

16 / Melange  January 2022



In Focus Infocus
kistan. The Indian state-sponsored 
terrorism badly impacted Pakistan’s 
socio-economic and security situa-
tion. The state that is hell-bent on 
destroying the peace and thinks that 
instability suits, it will never work 
for peace. And such a state does not 
care about the ground realities as In-
dia did. India chose a deadly path to 
accomplish its nefarious objectives. 
India’s use of terrorism as a tool and 
miscalculations led to its complete 
failure in Afghanistan.

During the puppet regime of 
Ashraf Ghani in Afghanistan, sever-
al consulates along the Pak-Afghan 
border were being used as operation 
centers by Indian premier agency 
RAW to achieve their nefarious ob-
jectives. Although, after the take-
over of the Taliban in Kabul, Indian 
sanctuaries of terrorists do not enjoy 
support from the newly established 
regime in Kabul, the instability in the 
country is still being used by Indian 
agencies to further destabilize Af-
ghanistan, and Pakistan as well.

India has always played the role 
of spoiler in the case of Afghanistan. 
It does not only use instability in Af-
ghanistan during the 1970s, 1980s, 
1990s, and 2000s to spread ter-
rorism in Pakistan, it has also been 
trying to sabotage the Afghan Peace 
Process. This is quite understand-
able that why India is always play-
ing havoc in Afghanistan as it wants 
to engage Pakistan on two fronts. 
Therefore, the instability in Afghani-
stan suits India’s hegemonic designs, 
and it does not want peace in Afghan-
istan. This is the reason why India is 

still backing 
the terrorists’ 
groups’ i.e. 
Islamic State 
– Khorasan 
(IS-K), Ba-
lochistan Lib-
eration Army 
(BLA), and 
Tehrik-e-Tali-
ban Pakistan 
(TTP).

In addi-
tion, the Indi-
an behaviour 
in the region 
can easily be understood through his-
torical lenses. India has dreams of be-
coming a hegemon in the South Asian 
Region since it came into existence. 
Therefore, it often shows aggression 
while dealing with its neighbors. In-
dia knows that it cannot change its 
geography and with Pakistan’s pres-
ence it cannot be the hegemon in the 
region as Pakistan always resists In-
dian aggression in the region. There-
fore, it has been formulating several 
strategies to destabilize Pakistan but 
failed miserably. India was not only 
defeated in Afghanistan but also re-
mained irrelevant in Afghan Peace 
Process. Now, when India is striving 
hard to find some role, then it needs 
to clean the mess first, that it has cre-
ated in the last two decades. India 
must stop sponsoring terrorism in 
the region and write a formal apolo-
gy to the government and people of 
Pakistan for this madness. Not only 
that, the people of Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-

JK) have been facing 
Indian atrocities for 
over seven decades. 
Indian policies to-
wards the IIOJK 
are threatening the 
peace of the entire 
region. India must 
respect the rights of 
the Kashmiri people 
and end the siege of 
IIOJK. The minori-
ties in India are also 
witnessing extreme 
violence especially 
Muslims and Sikhs. 
They have been 
largely marginalized 

in India. This is what India is doing 
at home, and in the region. With this 
attitude, it can only be a troublemak-
er as it is. 

When the major regional stake-
holders are contributing to the peace 
in Afghanistan, India should give up 
on the destructive path it has been 
following. Peace is the need of all. If 
India does not understand and does 
not give up on its duplicity, then it 
will continue to play its role as a 
spoiler of peace. A spoiler cannot 
have any place in peace-making. In-
dia’s say about Afghanistan should 
not be given weightage until and un-
less it recognizes the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan. And for India, 
rather than jumping to conclusions, 
India must talk about the mess it has 
created. It must give up on the path 
that is endangering the peace of the 
entire region. 

In conclusion, the evolving hu-
manitarian crisis in Afghanistan is 
knocking the consciousness of the 
world community. The government 
of Pakistan and its people have been 
assisting the Afghan people since this 
alarming situation began to evolve. 
But, it is not possible for Pakistan to 
resolve the issues of Afghan people, 
and it is also shared responsibility of 
all. Pakistan has made tremendous 
efforts for peace in Afghanistan and 
now hosting OIC session on Afghan-
istan is a great step in the right di-
rection. There is also need to keep a 
close eye on Indian activities as India 
has been “spoiler” in case of Afghan-
istan. As the humanitarian situation 
is getting worse by each passing day, 
it is high time for the world to take 
practical steps to avert the humani-
tarian crisis in Afghanistan.
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Pakistan’s Foreign Policy in 2021: 
Year in Review

The year 2021 is drawn to a close 
amid the unprecedented challenges 
of Covid-19. Nevertheless, the year 
witnessed numerous developments 

that decisively shaped the contours of social, 
economic, political, and security affairs of 
the world.  Pakistan was not immune to this 
and remained proactively engaged in pur-
suit of its foreign policy goals and objectives 
through various modes of diplomatic initia-
tives at inter-state, regional, global level.  

During the year 2021, the Pakistani civ-
il-military leadership engaged in a high fre-
quency of state level exchanges with many 
important countries to promote and advance 
Pakistan’s national interests on the foreign 
policy front. Likewise, it also focused on de-
veloping friendly relations with all countries 
of the world, especially with major powers 
and immediate neighbors’ thus consolidat-
ing commercial and economic cooperation 
with the international community which Pa-
kistan’s diplomatic commitments across the globe. 

Revamped Foreign Policy 

The year witnessed a major policy shift in Pakistan’s 
foreign policy. Earlier in February, emboldened by the 
national progress, prosperity, and sovereignty, the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan unveiled a comprehensive national 
security framework incorporating both the traditional 
and non-traditional facets of national security with eco-
nomic security. This foreign policy shift envisions Pa-
kistan as a pivot in the region with a focus on shifting 
Pakistan’s synergies from hard power to geo-economics.  
Prime Minister Imran Khan and the Army Chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa agreed that a paradigm shift in indis-
pensable to transform Pakistan from a geo-strategic to 
a geo-economic hub. There was consensus that Pakistan 
needed to leverage its strategic location for economic 
gains.  

Later in July, during the visit to Uzbekistan, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan underlined the pillars of Pakistan’s 
“Vision Central Asia.” This reflected yet another new di-
mension of Pakistan’s futuristic diplomatic endeavors. 
Under this policy, Pakistan aims at an enhanced, tangi-
ble, effective, result-oriented, and sustainable engage-
ment with Central Asian countries by forging strategic 
partnerships. The policy has five pillars: political; trade & 
investment; energy & connectivity; security and defense; 
and People to People exchanges. In the same vein, “Look 
Africa Policy” is also a key aspect under which Pakistan 
gave preferential treatment throughout the year to real-
ize and promote its geo-economic vision. This contour of 
Pakistan’s foreign policy tends to establish economic ori-
entated multi-lateral ties with the African states.

In the year 2021, Pakistan witnessed numerous 
impediments that directly or indirectly influenced Paki-
stan’s diplomatic endeavors.  
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•  Challenges 
of domestic eco-
nomic constraints 
and political strife 
influenced national 
foreign policy appa-
ratus.

• The out-
break of COVID-19 
formed the most 
significant global 
public health emer-
gency to human 
society in the 21st 
century and it has 
also posed daunting 
challenges to Paki-
stan vis-à-vis crisis 
mitigation.  

• The af-
termath of the US 
withdrawal from 
Afghanistan and the rise of the Tal-
iban have raised grave concerns for 
Pakistan regarding the potential 
spillover of conflict.. 

• Pakistan remained under the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
radar as the terror financing watch-
dog again retained Pakistan in the 
grey list requiring the country to 
complete concurrent action plans. 

•  Combatting the Indian bel-
licose rhetoric and hybrid warfare 
challenges are amongst the major 
challenges that Pakistan had to deal 
with in the year 2021.

• Although Terrorism and se-
curity threats were reduced in the 
country militancy, extremism, and 
fault lines exploitation by vested in-
terests kept engaged throughout the 
year.

•  In the domain of geopolitics, 
balancing ties between the US-Chi-
na, and KSA-Iran emerged as a major 
foreign policy challenge for Pakistan. 

•  Successful deliberations 
with IMF for economic package and 
retention of GSP+ status of Pakistan 
were also the spotlight of Pakistan 
diplomatic mission.  

• Mitigation of religious indoc-
trination, anti-Muslim sentiments, 
and growing Islamophobia globally 
are among the major issues that Pa-
kistan dealt with in the year 2021.

• Pakistan also dealt with 
non-traditional security threats, in 
particular the climate change chal-

lenges.  
• Pursuing a successful policy 

over  Kashmir, Palestine issue fig-
ured prominently in the diplomatic 
maneuverings of Pakistan.

Key Accomplishments at the Glob-
al Institutional level

• Pakistan attained resound-
ing diplomatic accomplishments at 
the UN and its role in global affairs 
vis-à-vis the global institutions l 
was exemplary. The Pakistan-spon-
sored resolution 
entitled “Universal 
Realization of the 
Right of the Peo-
ples to Self-De-
termination” was 
adopted through 
consensus by the 
United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. It was 
co-sponsored by 72 
countries from all 
regions. The resolu-
tion unequivocally 
supports the right 
of self-determina-
tion for all peoples 
under subjugation, 
alien domination, 
and foreign occupa-
tion. This includes 
the people of Indian 
illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK). Due to 

the universal character of the right to 
self-determination and its continued 
applicability in situations of foreign 
occupation and intervention, this 
resolution secured the support of all 
UN member states.

•  Pakistan was re-elected to 
the Executive Council of the Organi-
zation for the Prohibition of Chem-
ical Weapons (OPCW) for the term 
2022-2024. The elections were held 
during the recently concluded 26th 
Session of the Conference of States 
Parties held in Hague in December 

2021. The Con-
vention on the 
Prohibition of 
the Develop-
ment, Production 
and stockpil-
ing of Chemical 
Weapons and 
their Destruction 
(CWC) – with 
193 States Par-
ties – is the most 
successful disar-
mament treaty 
eliminating an 
entire class of 
weapons of mass 
destruction. The 
Executive Coun-
cil is the princi-
pal policy-mak-
ing organ of the 
OPCW, which is 
responsible for 
supervising 

During the year 2021, 
a high frequency of leadership 

level exchanges witnessed 
with many important 

countries to promote and 
advance Pakistan’s national 

interests in the external 
domain. Likewise, developing 

friendly relations with all 
countries of the world, 

especially major powers and 
immediate neighbors, and 

consolidating commercial and 
economic cooperation with 

the international community 
benchmarked Pakistan’s 
diplomatic commitments 

across the globe
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the effective implementation of 

and compliance with the Convention. 
It also supports the scientific and eco-
nomic development of its member 
states in the peaceful uses of chemis-
try. The re-election of Pakistan to the 
41 member Executive Council of the 
OPCW is a testament to Pakistan’s 
positive role at the OPCW. It reaf-
firms the confidence of the Member 
States in Pakistan’s ability to provide 
effective leadership and impetus to 
the work of the OPCW.

• UNGA approved Pakistan’s 
four disarmament-related resolu-
tions that are aimed at strengthen-
ing regional and international peace 
and security. The resolutions were 
recommended by the 193-member 
Assembly’s First Committee (Disar-
mament and International Security) 
where it was adopted by the over-
whelming support of its member-
ship. Of these, three resolutions dealt 
with regional disarmament, conven-
tional arms control at regional and 
sub-regional levels as well as Confi-
dence Building Measures (CBMs) in 
the regional and sub-regional con-
text. The fourth Pakistani resolu-
tion sought security assurances for 
non-nuclear-weapon states. General 
Assembly acknowledged Pakistan’s 
commitment to promoting the objec-
tives of regional and global disarma-
ment as well as strengthening inter-
national peace and security.

• In the year 2021, UNGA also 
adopted a Pakistan-sponsored res-
olution stressing inter-religious di-
alogue on promoting inter-religious 

and intercultural dialogue to advance 
a culture of peace and non-violence 
based on education, tolerance, dia-
logue, and cooperation in the world.

• UNGA unanimously adopted 
Pakistan’s draft targeting disinfor-
mation that calls for a multidimen-
sional response to counter all forms 
of disinformation that erode human 
rights. The 25-points resolution en-
titled, “Countering Disinformation 
for the Promotion and Protection 
of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms,” was the outcome of ex-
tensive consultations with all mem-
ber states.

• UNGA adopted a Paki-
stan-sponsored resolution calling 
for respect for sacred religious sym-
bols on promoting interreligious 
and intercultural dialogue that un-
derscored the need for respecting 
sacred religious symbols. It is perti-
nent to mention that the resolution 
is in line with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s vision of interfaith harmony, 
and combating Islamophobia or for 
that matter any other form of intol-
erance based on religion or belief. 

• Likewise, OIC unanimously 
adopted Pakistan-sponsored reso-
lution on Islamophobia in a land-
mark development, the resolution 
was drafted in the context of rising 
incidents of Islamophobia in many 
parts of the world. The resolution ex-
pressed concern over Islamophobia 
as a contemporary form of racism 
and religious discrimination. 

• During the 45th Annual 
Meeting of Foreign Ministers of the 

(G-77) Pakistan got elected as Chair 
of the Group of 77 and China. The 
134 members of G-77 and China re-
posed their trust in Pakistan to lead 
the Group in the year 2022.

•  Pakistan also hosted the UN 
Peacekeeping Preparatory Confer-
ence (PrepCon) on ‘Safety and Secu-
rity and ‘Protection.’ That underlines 
Pakistan’s longstanding commitment 
to UN peacekeeping as a major troop 
and police contributing country. Pa-
kistani peacekeepers served in 46 
peacekeeping missions in almost all 
the continents of the world.

• During the 4th Session of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD) Paki-
stan called for Global Initiative on 
Debt Relief’ for creating fiscal space 
and reviving economic growth for 
developing countries and this pro-
posal was also taken into account by 
the UN body.

•  Pakistan fulfilled its commit-
ment to become an ambassador of 
the people of Indian Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir, government boldly 
presented the case in the UN General 
Assembly and other key platforms 
which helped awaken  the human 
rights watchdogs as well as the inter-
national media from deep slumber. 

•  During the 14th ECO Virtual 
Summit, Pakistan urged for enhanced 
political relationships. Regional con-
nectivity and integration have been 
proven to be essential for rapid 
growth and development. Enhanced 
physical infrastructure will generate 
economic activity, trade, employ-
ment, mobility, and cross-border ex-
changes. 

Afghanistan Crisis and Pakistan’s 
Diplomatic Efforts 

• Pakistan remains central to 
the success of Afghanistan’s peace 
process. In the aftermath of the US 
withdrawal, Pakistan took the initia-
tive of extending humanitarian aid 
for the people of Afghanistan.  From 
the provision of humanitarian assis-
tance, advocating for the formation of 
an inclusive government to unfreez-
ing Afghan assets, it became vocal at 
all the global platforms. Pakistan was 
praised globally for peace and evac-
uation efforts in Afghanistan. It is 
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pertinent to mention that PIA evac-
uated thousands of people from Af-
ghanistan including diplomats, staff 
of diplomatic missions, and interna-
tional agencies and journalists. No-
tably, Pakistan even allowed the aid 
shipped from India to Afghanistan 
via the Wagah land border crossing 
in Afghan trucks, ending an impasse 
over the transportation of humani-
tarian aid.

• In November 2021, Islam-
abad hosted a meeting of the ex-
tended Troika, comprising Paki-
stan, China, Russia, and the United 
States to discuss the latest situation 
in Afghanistan.  Likewise, Pakistan 
participated in the 2nd Ministerial 
Meeting of Neighboring Countries of 
Afghanistan  and presented the idea 
of creating a mechanism for the six 
neighbors of Afghanistan to develop 
a unified regional approach.

• Most recently, Pakistan host-
ed the 17th Extraordinary Session 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers 
of the Organization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC). The foreign ministers 
from the OIC member states and ob-
servers, participants including a spe-
cial representative from the United 
Nations system, international finan-
cial Institutions and some non-mem-
ber states including the United States, 
United Kingdom, France, China, Rus-
sia, Germany, Italy, and Japan, as well 
as the EU participated in the summit 
on Afghanistan. Besides expressing 
solidarity with the Afghan people, 
the summit explored avenues for 
containing and reversing the rapidly 

deteriorating humanitarian situation 
in Afghanistan, especially in terms 
of food shortages, displacement of 
people, and a potential economic col-
lapse.

• At the beginning of this year, 
Pakistan and India recommitted 
themselves to the year 2003 cease-
fire arrangement at the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) and agreed to address the 
‘core issues’ that could undermine 
peace and stability.

•  Under economic diplomacy, 
Pakistan attained major success in 
the retention of its economic agree-
ment with the EU. The European 
Commission retained Pakistan’s 
GSP+ status till the year 2024. 

•  In July 2021 World Bank rec-
ognized the Ehsaas Emergency cash 
program among the top four social 
protection interventions globally in 

terms of the number of people cov-
ered.

• Pakistan also attained no-
table success through its climate 
change diplomacy.  Pakistan and the 
UAE inked a MoU for Green Cooper-
ation at COP26. Likewise, Pakistan 
also vowed cooperation with the 
‘Middle East Green Initiative of KSA. 

• Pakistan successfully execut-
ed its strategy to combat Covid-19. It 
earned  global recognition for effec-
tively handling  the COVID-19, based 
on the “whole of Government ap-
proach”, “smart lockdowns” and the 
maintenance of “balance between 
lives and livelihood”..  

• Pakistan and, Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation agreed to work to-
gether on the pandemic, polio eradi-
cation campaigns, health and devel-
opment issues, and climate change.

To conclude, the 
transformation of Paki-
stan’s image as a peace-
maker state, recognition 
as the best tourist des-
tination, awaking the 
slumbering world to the 
Indian atrocities in Kash-
mir and thwarting the 
Indian designs to isolate 
Pakistan are the success 
stories of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy in the year 
2021. 
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Soft power is a concept coined by a Harvard aca-
demic, Joseph Nye. It refers to the ability of an actor 
or state in international politics to influence and 
persuade others. Whereas hard power-the ability 

to coerce-grows out of a nation’s military or economic 
power, the elements of soft power are to be found in  a 
country’s culture, political ideals, and policies and how 
it employs these subtler and softer elements of national 
power to advance its national interests.

On 2nd of December 2010, FIFA- the internation-
al federation of the most influential sport in the world 
awarded Qatar the right to host the 2022 Football World 
Cup. A decision that for Qatar one of the richest coun-
tries in the world meant launching one of the largest in-
vestment plans in history. This amounted to a stagger-
ing $200 billion dollars. Obviously, not the entire sum 
of money is directly related to the world cup. Rather the 
event is a blessing in disguise for the Qatari government 
to push ahead with a huge modernization and economic 
development plan. So we are not just talking about mod-
ern football stadiums in which the Qatari government 
is going to spend some six billion dollars. Instead this 
is also about a plethora of new highways, railway lines, 
and a new 186 mile or 300 kilometer metro network the 
expansion of Hamad International Airport into one of 
the most modern, largest and luxurious airports in the 
world at a cost of almost 40 billion dollars. From the Qa-
tari government’s perspective, the 2022 world cup is a 
harbinger of a new era of modernity and prosperity, the 
perfect icing on the cake for an economy that has grown 
almost tenfold making this small emirate one of the rich-
est countries in the world. 

What is known as ‘sports di-
plomacy’ has become a pillar of 
the political strategy for each of 
the Gulf countries in particular 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and most recently the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia for two funda-
mental reasons. Firstly because 
sport allows these countries to 
project a completely different 

image. An image characterized by modernity, compe-
tition, success and all the positive attributes in what is 
known as ‘sport washing’. Secondly, because of sports 
these countries can achieve much more international 
prominence and have more influence regionally and in-
ternationally. Think for example how Qatar, a country 
that has been living in fear and insecurities driven by the 
Gulf crisis is now in a position to overcome this fear and 
improve its image. Obviously the better known a country 
is the better its international image and the more influ-
ence it achieves the more difficult it will be for another 
country to take it by force. This is something similar to 
what many Russian oligarchs did for many years to pro-
tect themselves from the fury of the Kremlin. The better 
known they were, the harder it would be to put them in 
the crosshairs. 

 Certainly because the Gulf countries are heavily 
dependent on the exploitation of oil or natural gas, they 
have been exploring options to diversify their econo-
mies for years. Indeed, sports play an important role in 
the promotion of tourism and spurring other economic 
activities. Take for example the cases of beIN Sports or 
Abu Dhabi Sports, the two large television production 
and broadcasting platforms that are developing a whole 
new industry of sports journalists, analysts, program-
mers and advertising experts. As for the beIN Sports, it 
owns a whole lot of television rates of many of the big-
gest competitions in the world. Thirdly, because these 
countries can afford to invest such a huge amount of 
money to be the main player in the biggest events. For all 
these reasons the Gulf countries have been betting heav-
ily on sports in recent years. They are creating national 

sports leagues, training centers 
and thus attracting athletes and 
sports professionals from all 
corners of the world. They are 
also organizing major interna-
tional sporting events and  even 
buying some of the world’s best 
known teams. 

The Qatari government 
bought Paris Saint-Germain 
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(PSG) the biggest football club in 
France. Of course the arrival of the 
new owners was accompanied by 
a huge influx of money and host of 
stars such as Ibrahimovic, Beckham, 
Neymar, Mumbai, Dimaria, Ramos 
and Lionel Messi. In fact the two most 
extensive agreements in the history 
of football were made by PSG and 
it could be a real showcase for the 
country and its revitalized football 
industry. For example the PSG pres-
ident was in turn appointed presi-
dent of the European Club Associa-
tion a position that also placed him 
directly on the UEFA executive coun-
cil a more than influential position 
when it comes to encouraging many 
big teams to spend training periods 
in the emirate. In addition over the 
years they have also developed their 
own national league because that 
was essentially the idea for world 
famous stars to live in Qatar and be-
come true ambassadors for the coun-
try. David Beckham signed a 150 mil-
lion pound deal to be an ambassador 
for Qatar but the biggest challenge 
came in 2010 with the awarding of 
the hosting of the 2022 world cup.  
The Qatari leadership was very clear 
that this was the perfect moment to 
show the world the best image of a 
modern developed and prosperous 
country. What better showcase than 
to have the whole world watching 
Qatar and thus they have been ex-
ecuting a huge investment plan of 
almost $200 billion dollars that has 
completely transformed the emirate. 
The metro, the airport, new high-
ways, thousands of new hotel rooms, 
promenades, even a new island city, 
located about 9 miles or 15 kilome-
ters from Doha: a city that will have 
marinas residential areas, shopping 
malls, luxury shops, beaches and two 
golf courses are part of a final phase 
of the world cup. In that regard at 
least 10 years the Formula-1 
Grand Prix will be held in Qa-
tar and of course among the 
projects that have gone ahead 
are some of the most modern 
stadiums in the world.

Clearly if we are thinking 
about Qatar or Abu Dhabi or 
Saudi Arabia we are witness-
ing state influence sovereign 

wealth fund investment connections 
to state-owned airlines. If we think 
about Paris Saint-Germain and Qatar 
you have Accor hotels as the main 
shirt sponsor in which the Qatar In-
vestment Authority (QIA) has a sig-
nificant shareholding. About the PSG 
shirt on the tail at the back you have 
a logo which is the state-owned tele-
coms provider. You can see that Qa-
tar National Bank (QMB) and Qatar 
Tourism Council that PSG also has a 
relationship with. So this consider-
able state involvement we have is a 

very different kind of influence on 
global sport and it’s this notion of 
the geopolitical economy of sports 
that really captures this process of 
soft power through sports. The  char-
acteristics of the geopolitical econo-
my of sport is the particular case of 
Mclaren Formula-1 team which was 
established by an Australian racing 
driver Bruce Mclaren back in the 
1960s. The heyday of the Mclaren 
Formula-1 team was kind of 1970s 
into the 1980s the team that then 
had a massive resurgence. Lewis 
Hamilton became world champion 
when he was driving for Mclaren 
for the first time. Today Mclaren is 
primarily owned by Mumtalakat, 
the Bahrain Sovereign Wealth Fund. 
Similarly, we have seen over the last 
12 months that the Saudi Arabian 
Public Investment Fund (SABIC) has 
also taken a shareholding in Mclaren. 
So essentially this is a team based in 
Britain largely populated by British 
engineers with a history that origi-
nates in Australia but it is currently 
owned by the Gulf countries. 

Likewise, as part of vision 2030 
in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, sports and its 
soft power plays an important part in 
the vision of these countries for their 
economic development. A further 
illustration of sport as a source of 
economic activity is furnished by the 
case of South Korea. South Korea has 
an E-sports strategy and itis trying 
to be the world’s leading nation in 
terms of not just playing E-sports but 
also developing hardware, software, 
becoming a center for event hosting, 
and creating tech startups around 
the E-sport industry. So again that 
gives a flavor of the economic activity 
and that sport is a means of deploy-
ing and acquiring resources. Anoth-
er important case in point is China’s 
policy of stadium diplomacy in Africa 

where the Chinese government 
for the last 15 years has often 
gifted stadiums to African na-
tions as a means through which 
to secure access to natural re-
sources. Thus soft power sport 
diplomacy is a way of deploying 
and acquiring resources for se-
curing strategic and competi-
tive advantage. 

Sports Diplomacy has become 
a pillar of the political strategy 
for each of the Gulf countries 

in particular Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and most recently 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for 
two fundamental reasons: Firstly 

sport allows these countries to 
project a completely different 

image; Secondly, through sports 
states can achieve much more 
international prominence and 
have more influence regionally 

and internationally
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Growing Communalism in India:
Rise of Khalistan Movement

The South Asian region is marked by a huge diver-
sity, encompassing various religious groups liv-
ing side by side. Communalism continues to be 
one of the greatest threats to the Indian society. 

It revolves around the love, respect for one’s communi-
ty, and adopts a derogatory attitude towards the other 
community, influenced by intolerance and systematic 
discriminatory policies. Previously it was prevalent in 
India due to various discriminatory socio-economic and 
religious policies, as well as the divide and rule strategies 
of the British colonial forces in India. By the time of parti-
tion, communalism had become a big reality and a prom-
inent feature of the Indian society, primarily shaped by 
the conflict between Hindus and Muslims. 

Though communal ideology was preached on a mi-
nor level during the 1830s, it emerged as a more struc-
tured and refined ideology in the 1870s and 1880s. Grad-
ually, communal violence came to characterize Indian 
society in 1920s. It is because during the years (1939 
to 1945) leading to the division of sub-continent, com-
munalism was on a persistent rise in India, both among 
Muslims, Hindus as well as among Sikhs. An example of 
this growing communalism is the Punjab state in India. It 
was believed that the partition had solved the communal 
problem in Punjab, because before 1947, Hindu and Sikh 
communities were on one side while being anti-Muslim, 
and Muslim communities were on the other side and they 
were anti-Hindu and anti-Sikh. Therefore, it was assumed 
that with the partition and the virtual abandonment of 
Muslims from Pun-
jab, communal-
ism would die out. 
When people talk-
ed about commu-
nalism in Punjab, 
they referred to the 
anti-Muslim sen-
timent developed 
due to migration 
from west Punjab 
to east Punjab and 
to Delhi. Howev-
er, Hindu and Sikh 

communalism continued to grow from 1947 onwards. 
The policy makers were constantly warning against the 
spread of communalism in Punjab in the 1950s. Further-
more, Jawaharlal Nehru was particularly conscious of it, 
but nothing substantial was done to address the issue. 
Thus, what happened in the 1980s was precisely the con-
sequence of what had been happening since 1947.

With the partition in 1947, it was thought that the 
problem of communalism would end soon. However, the 
politics around communalism grew further. The Muslims 
who remained in India after partition, had a desire for 
further partition of the country. The years following up 
to 1970 witnessed usual communal uprising in the coun-
try on the same pattern as it was before. However, the 
situation changed quietly after 1980, when the Khalistan 
movement started in Punjab. From the mid-1980s on-
wards, a new wave of Hindu nationalism appeared with-
in the Indian social fabric. Most of the Hindu nationalists 
had made a propaganda that Muslims were in minority 
in India but remained a threat to the Hindu majority. This 
was the time when the ominous notion of turning India 
into a Hindu only nation emerged. During this period, 
the BJP and other political parties played an active role 
in mobilizing people in the name of religion and nation-
alism. The Khalistan movement, propagated by members 
of the political-religious group Akali Dal, in Punjab strug-
gled to achieve an independent state of the Sikhs, which 
they have managed till date, to make a prominent mark 
in the realm of Indian and global affairs. The Sikh Diaspo-

ra has maintained a 
solid connection, 
both with their 
homeland of Pun-
jab and with their 
religion, which 
would ultimately 
be called Khalistan. 
The presence of the 
Sikh community 
in the Punjab’s po-
litical affairs was 
minimal till 1980s. 
However, their 
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political mobilization was a conse-
quence of the assault on the Golden 
Temple under Operation Blue Star 
in June 1984, and the violence spon-
sored against the Sikh community 
after the assassination of the Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in Oc-
tober 1984, just four months after 
the Operation. 

Under the latest struggle of 
Sikhs for the independent state of 
Khalistan, the Punjab Referendum 
Commission announced to hold the 
“Punjab Independence Referendum” 
from October 31, 2021 onwards. The 
United States-based Khalistani sep-
aratist group called Sikhs for Justice 
(SFJ) has appointed the Commission. 
The SFJ supports and calls for an in-
dependent state of Khalistan in the 
Indian state of Punjab, forcing India 
to denounce the group as anti-na-
tional and secessionist. It announced 
that the Punjab Independence Refer-
endum would be in line with the in-
ternational norms and the result will 
be used as the basis for the Sikh com-
munity to request an official binding 
vote from the United Nations for es-
tablishing a region of Punjab as an 
independent homeland for the indig-
enous people. The SFJ’s legal advisor 
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun termed 
the movement as a democratic move 
to liberate Punjab from Indian occu-
pation and punish the perpetrators 
of the 1984 Sikh Genocide. 

India’s National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval, while speaking to 
his United Kingdom’s counterpart 
stated that the Indian government 
condemned the UK’s move to allow 
a referendum on affairs of a minute 
section of the Indian diaspora. Fur-
thermore, India accused the UK of 
ignoring and allowing the open rad-
icalization of the Indian diaspora by 
the Sikh banned groups to promote 

their agenda. Now, the Indian govern-
ment is confronted with a challenge 
of a renewed Sikh struggle that it be-
lieves will fuel the grievances around 
the 1984 riots. While addressing the 
occasion at referendum, Paramjeet 
Singh Pamma, the UK Coordinator 

for Khalistan Referendum stated that 
a large number of Sikhs marked their 
presence at the event which indi-
cates that Sikhs would never forget 
India’s persecution of the Sikh com-
munity. The SFJ has been fighting a 
long peaceful legal battle against the 
Indian government and politicians 
involved in the 1984 deadly opera-
tion against Sikhs. It had previously 
filed criminal and human rights cas-
es in the US courts against prominent 
members of the parliament allegedly 
involved in Golden Temple massacre. 

Not only this, a week before the 
referendum, the SFJ released a new 
map of India. The new map was a ma-
jor development in the Sikh’s strug-
gle for an independent state which 
showed Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, and several districts of Ra-

jasthan and Uttar Pradesh as part of 
Khalistan. SFJ has designated areas 
that would be seceded from India 
for the establishment of Khalistan. In 
Rajasthan, far-flung Bundi and Kota 
have also been counted as one of 
those areas. 

As the Khalistan movement be-
came active in India and abroad, the 
Indian government blamed Pakistan 
for training, arming and financing 
the Sikh militants. Despite Pakistan’s 
repeated assurances that it did not 
support the Sikhs in their movement, 
the Indian government has tried re-
peatedly to drag Pakistan into the 
Khalistan issue. However, it was lat-
er revealed that Sikh organizations 
such as World Sikh Organistaion 
(WSO), All India Sikh Students Fed-
eration (AISSF), Babbar Khalisa, and 
International Sikh Youth Federation 
(ISYF) all got their support from Sikh 
Diaspora based in UK, Canada, US 
and other countries.

This latest move by the Sikh 
community, fully supported from all 
over the world, is one of the many 
signs of the anxiety of the persecuted 
minorities in India to get out of the 
hands of the ultra-nationalist Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP). Not only this, 
it is another major concern for the 
Indian Policymakers. It is because 
the creation of Khalistan will demor-
alize India to large extent as the Sikhs 
form a major and an important part 
of the Indian military. The demands 
of Sikhs also reveal that minorities 
of India now clearly understand that 
the future of their community and 
the coming generations is threat-
ened. The global community, human 
rights organizations and the import-
ant stakeholders must take appro-
priate measures to avert the looming 
crisis for the minorities in general 
and Sikhs in particular.

As the Khalistan movement 
became active in India 
and abroad, the Indian 

government blamed 
Pakistan for training, 

arming and financing the 
Sikh militants. Despite 

Pakistan’s repeated 
assurances that it did 
not support the Sikhs 

in their movement, the 
Indian government has 
tried repeatedly to drag 

Pakistan in the Khalistan 
issue. However, it was 

later revealed that Sikh 
organizations such as World 
Sikh Organistaion (WSO), 

All India Sikh Students 
Federation (AISSF), Babbar 
Khalisa, and International 

Sikh Youth Federation 
(ISYF) all got their support 
from Sikh Diaspora based 

in UK, Canada, US and 
other countries
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Why Cordial Ties with Doha are
Indispensable for Islamabad?

For Pakistan, maintaining cordial ties with Qatar 
cannot be overemphasized, particularly when Is-
lamabad’s role in the security infrastructure of 
the Gulf is on the wane, the dwindling economy at 

home is limiting foreign policy options, and a perpetual 
energy crisis is looming large.

Islamabad’s strong commitment to maintaining cor-
dial ties with Doha was reflected no more vividly than 
during the Qatar crisis. During more than a three-year-
long diplomatic stand-off between Qatar and 
the Saudi-led bloc of four influential Arab 
states – Bahrain, the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia, and 
Egypt – Pakistan did not sever 
bilateral ties with the tiny, oil 
and gas-rich state, despite 
intensifying pressure from 
Riyadh to take a clear posi-
tion on the brewing crisis 
in the Arab world. 

Pakistan was one 
of the first countries to 
welcome the signing of 
the AlUla Declaration, 
a landmark agreement 
bringing an end to three-
and-a-half-year diplomatic 
isolation of Qatar in the first 
week of January 2021, and 
the resultant resumption of 
Doha’s ties with the four major 
hitherto enraged Arab states. Paki-
stan’s vital role in maintaining peace 
and stability in the region is often lauded 
by the Qatari leadership, who sped up visits to 
Islamabad after the easing of diplomatic tensions in the 
Gulf, a gesture duly reciprocated by high-level visits of 
Pakistani officials to Doha. 

Pakistan’s embrace of Qatar comes as no surprise to 
those well up on the changing geo-strategic landscape of 
the region. In recent years, Indian influence in the Middle 
East has increased manifold under the Hindu nationalist 

government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The “Look 
West” policy pursued by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), a foreign policy approach to cement and strength-
en diplomatic engagement with three major actors of the 
region - Iran, Israel and the Arab states – is tightly inte-
grating New Delhi in the military, diplomatic, political 
and economic affairs of the Arab world. 

The primary concern for Pakistani policymakers is 
Islamabad’s weakening military diplomacy in the Gulf, a 

region always considered a military stronghold 
of the country. In 2020, Indian military 

chief Manoj Mukund Naravane made 
a historic visit to the Gulf, aimed 

at ‘strengthening strategic and 
defence cooperation’. Previ-

ously, for decades, Indian ties 
with the Arab states have 

remained limited to ener-
gy imports and as well as 
export of cheap labour 
for drawing remittances 
from the wealthy Arab 
world. Recently, there is 
a marked increase in In-
dian labour flooding the 

Gulf markets. There are 
even predictions that In-

dian and Bangladeshi man-
power is gradually replacing 

Pakistani labour in the Gulf. 
The transformation of New Del-

hi’s approach from geoeconomics 
to geostrategic and security domains 

has perturbed Islamabad, which has eyed 
the Gulf for the very reasons since its indepen-

dence. 
In addition to rising Indian political clout, many 

Arab countries have normalized ties with Israel and oth-
ers, including Saudi Arabia, have signalled to follow suit. 
Israeli cutting-edge warfare technology and advanced 
military industry bode ill for Islamabad’s so far domi-
nant role in providing security to the Gulf.  Many political 
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commentators have already indicat-
ed that there is a new transregional 
order in the offing, primarily shaped 
by India, Israel and UAE. 

Pakistan’s economy is facing the 
worst crisis in years, and excessive 
reliance on foreign countries for eco-
nomic assistance has compromised 
the state’s ability to pursue an in-
dependent foreign policy. Recently, 
Islamabad turned down the US Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s invitation to par-
ticipate in a virtual meeting of more 
than 100 democratic states, many 
experts believing that Washington’s 
not inviting Beijing has compelled 
Islamabad to take the decision. Simi-
larly, Pakistani leadership in the past 
has also succumbed to the pressure 
exerted by the states on which Islam-
abad has heavy economic and ener-
gy dependence, resulting in rowing 

back on foreign policy decisions. 
Consequently, forging closer 

and sustainable bilateral ties with 
Qatar is consistenly on Pakistan’s ra-

dar. Pakistani policymak-
ers, therefore, are alive to 
the fact that friendly ties 
with Qatar will ensure 
Islamabad remains rele-
vant in the region, its ail-
ing economy is bolstered 
and the escalating energy 
crisis is solved. 

Qatar, for various 
reasons, is a more viable 
and secure option for Pa-
kistani policymakers to 
consolidate bilateral ties. 
First, Qatar has played 
a key role in mediating 
the Afghan crisis and 
holds sway over primary 

stakeholders of the conflict. The de-
teriorating situation in Afghanistan 
has serious political and security im-
plications for Pakistan, therefore, a 
deep collaboration with Qatar to re-
solve the Afghan crisis is crucial. 

Second, unlike Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE that get annoyed at 
Pakistan’s diplomatic overtures to 
Turkey and Iran, Qatar has over the 
years forged deeper collaboration 
with both Ankara and Tehran. Paki-
stan can freely pursue an indepen-
dent policy towards Qatar. 

Third, there are tremendous 
employment opportunities for over-
seas Pakistanis in Qatar. Doha com-

prises 27% of the total remittances 
Islamabad draws from the Gulf, and 
there growing number of labour ex-
port from Islamabad to engage them 
in the FIFA-related projects, with 
Pakistan offering to provide the tiny 
state with essential security during 
the event. 

Fourth, to avert the evolving en-
ergy crisis, Pakistan and Qatar signed 
a 10-year liquified natural gas (LNG) 
agreement in February 2021. It will 

reduce Islamabad’s dependence on 
other countries for energy needs 
by providing an alternate, cheaper 
source of energy market. 

Fifth, Qatar has not signalled 
to normalize ties with Israel, and on 
the other hand, has supported the 
Palestinians’ demand for a separate 
homeland, a stance irking the other 
Arab states that accuse the state of 
sponsoring terrorism. In a nutshell, 
closer ties with Qatar are impera-
tive if Pakistan needs to maintain its 
relevance in the Gulf, strengthen its 
economy and avert the ever-looming 
energy crisis.

In a nutshell, closer ties 
with Qatar are imperative if 
Pakistan needs to maintain 

its relevance in the Gulf, 
strengthen its economy and 

avert the ever-looming energy 
crisis
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Forty-one years ago, Foreign Ministers of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) gathered 
in Islamabad for an extraordinary session on Af-
ghanistan. The agenda was different from the re-

cently held OIC moot in Islamabad. Previously the ex-
traordinary summit held from January 27 to 29 in 1980 
was summoned after the Soviet Union annexed Afghan-
istan. The concluding announcement approved the sus-
pension of Afghanistan’s OIC membership, in addition 
to cutting its economic and humanitarian assistance, 
since the 57-member bloc desired to reprimand the So-
viet-backed government in Kabul. The final statement 
decided to deny acknowledging the illegal regime until 
the whole extraction of Soviet troops from the 
country. It also called upon all member 
states to halt financial assistance and 
all forms of assistance given to the Af-
ghan administration. Now, 41 years 
later, the foreign ministers of OIC 
member-states gathered in Islam-
abad for another extraordinary 
meeting. However, this time, the 
agenda sought humanitarian aid 
and monetary aid for Afghanistan. 
The host of the conference, Paki-
stan, desired to gather the interna-
tional community’s support to avert 
a humanitarian calamity and financial 
collapse of Afghanistan. 

Established in 1969, the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is an intergovern-
mental organization with a palpable aim to strengthen 
solidarity among Muslims. It is the 2nd leading inter-gov-
ernmental organization after the United Nations, with 57 
states belonging to four continents. IOC was founded af-
ter a judgment taken during the historic summit held in 
Morocco in 1969. 

Now moving ahead with a discussion about the cur-
rent summit, we need to look at the situation in Afghan-
istan. Since the Taliban takeover, Afghanistan has faced 
a monetary and humanitarian catastrophe that has par-
alyzed banks and businesses. The crisis further has sent 

poverty and inflation rates rise steeply. Foreign assis-
tance, which formerly made up about three-quarters of 
the government budget, has all but vanished. The Taliban 
government is seeking international recognition, and 
without this, it cannot accomplish access to $10 billion 
assets held overseas by the Afghan central bank. The local 
currency has fallen in value. The country is still required 
to import billions of dollars’ worth of goods, but it has 
even less options to make money from exports than ear-
lier. It has a tough time substantially getting remittances 
from overseas Afghans. According to United Nations De-
velopment Program, almost every Afghan could be at risk 
of falling underneath the poverty line in the coming year. 

Services and agriculture subjugate the economy 
of Afghanistan. Many small businesses in 

Afghanistan have been folded, the bank-
ing sector is paralyzed, and increasing 

inflation and trouble acquiring cash 
are also among the issues faced by 
the citizens. Agriculture, the chief 
source of employment, is also un-
certain. Taliban spokesperson 
Zabihullah Mujahid once stated 
that the incumbent government is 
working day and night to address 

the country’s financial challenges. 
In this regard, several appointments 

were made to fill positions in finance, 
economic affairs, and commerce and in-

dustry.
On the other hand, to save the country, 

$1.2 billion in humanitarian aid has been promised to 
Afghanistan; the funds would hardly recover the coun-
try’s economy.  The local currency lost more than 11 per 
cent of its value against the United States dollar in the 
space of a day recently before recovering somewhat. 
However, the market remains unstable, and the defla-
tion is already distressing Afghans. After analyzing the 
whole situation, Pakistan being a facilitator of the peace 
process in Afghanistan has taken a step forward with 
the support of the Muslim world. The recently held OIC 
moot in Islamabad was a great success. Apart from what 
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Pakistan has proposed to deal with 
the current crisis in Afghanistan, the 
single utmost significant takeaway 
from the OIC summit is the compre-
hension of the crisis and its urgent 
solution. Saudi Arabia (KSA) pledged 
$265 million, whereas Pakistan has 
pledged $30 million.

Participant of the OIC summit 
agreed that the Afghan crisis is deep, 
and it is because there is no way of 
interpreting their apprehension into 
palpable, monetary help at the mo-
ment. Credit goes to Pakistan for mo-
bilizing the 57-member bloc so that 
the international community will 
now be forced to take notice of the 
situation. It can also put pressure on 
Washington to fulfil its responsibili-
ty after withdrawing from a country 
while leaving it to face the conse-
quences by itself. The most crucial 
factor is the release of around $10 
billion of the Afghan central bank’s 
money frozen in foreign banks. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan rightly called it 
a manufactured disaster because, in 
addition to instigating it, the world’s 
most affluent and most influential 
countries are now making it much 
worse.  Pakistan has shared a six-
point policy to address Afghanistan’s 
humanitarian crisis, food security, 
and economic stimulation besides 
its institutional capacity building to 
counter the menace of terrorism. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi proposed following 
plan in his opening address at the 
summit:

Forming a mechanism within 
the OIC countries for sustainable hu-
manitarian and financial support to 
the Afghanistan government. 

Called for augmented invest-
ment in Afghanistan’s education and 
vocational sectors, either jointly or 

through the OIC platform.
Formation of an expert group of 

the OIC and UN officials to revive the 
banking sector in Afghanistan that 
distorted after the Taliban took over 
Kabul. 

 Called for improved engage-
ment with Afghanistan for political 
and social inclusivity besides guar-
anteeing respect for fundamental 
rights, mainly women’s rights. 

The other Muslim world leaders 
attending the session called for an 
instant and amalgamat-
ed action to prevent the 
impending humanitarian 
crisis in Afghanistan that 
otherwise could affect 
world peace. 

OIC also decided to 
set up a humanitarian 
fund to be functioned 
by the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank (IDB) to deal 
with the financial impli-
cations of the crisis. The 

humanitarian fund would network 
economic support to be provided by 
member states to Afghanistan. Set-
ting up the trust fund is to create a 
platform or channel through which 
support could be delivered to the 
people of Afghanistan. Furthermore, 
the appointment of a special envoy in 
Afghanistan by the secretary general 
of OIC is another step forward to put 
things on the right track. 

More than 20 foreign ministers, 
including Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran, 
Jordon, Kuwait and Bangladesh, at-
tended the day-long meeting at the 
Parliament House. The foreign del-
egates were seated in the National 
Assembly hall, which otherwise is 
reserved for elected representatives. 
The permanent members of the UN 
Security Council, European Union 
and international financial institu-
tions also attended the moot, making 
it the major worldwide gathering on 
Afghanistan since the Taliban take-
over in the war-torn country. The 
Afghan acting foreign minister was 
also in attendance but was not given 
the podium during the open session. 
Though, he spoke during the closed-
door gathering of the OIC conference. 
Apart from the already mentioned 
crisis, Afghanistan healthcare is cur-
rently on the edge of failure amid the 
Omicron variant.

On the other hand, The United 
Nations has warned about the hun-
ger crisis, with 22 per cent of Afghan-
istan’s 38 million people near-fam-
ine and another 36 per cent facing 
severe food insecurity. One has to 
wait and see the consequences in the 
recently held OIC summit backdrop. 
While discussing the consequences, 
the most important thing is the tim-
ing as there is a need to solve the cur-
rent crisis urgently.  

Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
proposed following plan 
in his opening address at 
the summit: Forming a 

mechanism within the OIC 
countries for sustainable 

humanitarian and 
financial support to the 

Afghanistan government.   
Called for augmented 

investment in Afghanistan’s 
education and vocational
 sectors, either jointly or 

through the OIC platform. 
Formation of an expert 

group of the OIC and UN 
officials to revive the banking 

sector in Afghanistan that 
distorted after the Taliban 

took over Kabul.  Called for 
improved engagement with 

Afghanistan for political 
and social inclusivity besides 

guaranteeing respect for 
fundamental rights, mainly 

women’s rights
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Pakistan–United Arab Emirates Relations

This year marked the 50th anniversary of the “dip-
lomatic relations and exemplary friendship” be-
tween Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates. Pa-
kistan was the first to recognize the federation of 

seven Emirates in 1971 and enjoying brotherly ties with 
the UAE since then. The bilateral relations are driven by 
ideological affinities, coupled with political and econom-
ic cooperation. Presently, the UAE is one of the largest 
trading partners of Pakistan. In 2014, trade between the 
two stood at $9 billion. The UAE has lent a $2 billion loan 
as part of its $ 6.2 billion bailout package announced in 
August 2018 to help the PTI government address 
international debt obligations. In December 
2019, the UAE deposited $3 billion in the 
State Bank of Pakistan to enhance its li-
quidity and foreign currency reserves. 
Moreover, around 1.6 million Pakistani 
expats are working in the UAE and con-
tributing about $4.5 billion annually 
to the GDP of Pakistan. During the FY 
20, imports from the UAE to Pakistan 
stood at $6.4 billion. While the coun-
try’s exports to Dubai alone amounted 
to $1.3 billion, an increase of 14 compared 
to previous records. On the other hand, Pa-
kistan sent essential food supplies to the UAE 
during Covid-19. Important industrial needs were 
also imported from the UAE including raw materials and 
machinery. Therefore, the trade relations are expected 
to further expand given Pakistan avails the opportunity 
to actively participate in Dubai Expo. Pakistan’s Pavil-
ion at the expo symbolizes the unflinching, fraternal and 
friendly relations. This participation also showcased Pa-
kistan’s “economic diplomacy initiative” and reinforced 
strong bilateral economic linkages.  “While visiting Pa-
kistan Pavilion at the expo, foreign minister Qureshi, ap-
preciated the role of the Pakistani community in the UAE 
and stressed that Pakistan’s participation at the expo is 
an example of the enhancing Pakistan-UAE economic 
linkages.”

This cordiality has been maintained disregard of the 
governments in power. The PTI government is keen to at-
tract foreign direct investment and ensure mutually ben-
eficial political and economic ties with the UAE. Repre-
sentatives of UAE’s private sector have visited and would 
likely invest in the special economic zones. Indeed, the 

Emirates  is the economic hub of the Middle East and 
the private sector associations in Pakistan have expe-
dited efforts to invite delegations from the UAE for joint 
ventures in value-added textile, high-end sports goods, 
pharmaceuticals, and health care products.  Similarly, the 
foreign minister and president of Pakistan during their 
high-profile visits to UAE this year encouraged entrepre-
neurs to seek opportunities to establish strong ties in the 
business sector. The UAE foreign office has also stated 
that they will be keenly looking into the matter of work 
visas to Pakistanis, halted in November 2020. Pakistan 

has expressed urgency on this count. It is very like-
ly that liberal regime for long-term business 

visas would soon be announced for Paki-
stan. Moreover, the Covid era uncovers 

opportunities in previously unexplored 
sectors. These include IT and ICT ser-
vices, telemedicine, and education. Pa-
kistan’s digital trade integration policy 
offers prospects of success for startups 
and mature firms in the Gulf.

The two partners are closely 
aligned in regional development, peace 

and stability. In the wake of Taliban take-
over and humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 

the UAE ensured Pakistan of its full support for 
the promotion of peace and stability in Afghanistan.  

Pakistan organized an extraordinary moot of foreign 
ministers of OIC members in Islamabad on 19th Decem-
ber, where the UAE Participated and applauded the ef-
forts of Pakistan to support Afghanistan. Last but not the 
least, the UAE has been offering its services and offices 
for mediation between India and Pakistan over Kashmir. 
UAE’s Ambassador to Washington Yousef Al Otaiba had 
confirmed that the Gulf States are mediating between In-
dia and Pakistan to help the nuclear-armed rivals forge 
a “healthy and functional” relationship. This geostrate-
gic milieu can potentially lead to China-UAE cooperation 
on BRI thus augmenting regional trade and investment. 
Given UAE’s reliance on friendly states to meet security 
needs, Pakistan offers security and military cooperation. 
Likewise, Pakistan offers trained and skilled labour so as 
to boost foreign remittance and ensure value-addition to 
the relations. In the CPEC context, linking Gwadar and 
Dubai will transform this region into a new global eco-
nomic hub.
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China-Pakistan Economic Corridor:
Strategic Rationale for Pakistan

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is 
a $62 billion connectivity project envisioned to 
stretch from the western Chinese city of Kashgar 
to Pakistan’s Arabian Sea port of Gwadar, located 

near Iran and Persian Gulf shipping lanes. It is a frame-
work of regional connectivity. It is intended benefits are 
not just limited to China and Pakistan, but have far-reach-
ing positive impact on Iran, Afghanistan, Central Asian 
Republics, and the region at large. The improved infra-
structure projects like road, rail and air transportation 
system will ensure 
a smooth and se-
cure regional con-
nectivity thus gen-
erating the much 
needed regular and 
uninterrupted ex-
changes of goods, 
people to people 
contact, and busi-
nesses. CPEC is a 
journey towards 
economic region-
alization in the glo-
balized world.

CPEC is har-
binger of a better 
future in terms of regional development, peace and eco-
nomic growth. The CPEC related projects would be im-
plemented in   four stages. The Early Harvest Program 
largely includes up gradation of connectivity infrastruc-
ture and energy sector which are already completed or 
expected to be completed in the short term. During this 
phase, approximately 7000 MW electricity has been add-
ed to the national grid thereby reducing the shortfall of 
electricity that had stymied industrial growth and ex-
ports.

The remaining short term projects are likely to be 
completed by 2022, these mainly comprising of roads, 
development of Gwadar port and region, Optical fiber 
network and the Hydel and coal power projects. The me-

dium term projects which include railways and indus-
trial zones are expected to be completed by 2025. Long 
term projects are expected to be completed by 2030, 
where industrial zones, agriculture, tourism etc. will be 
completed.

Pakistan has been playing a significant role in the 
South Asian politics. After the completion of CPEC; the 
economic, commercial as well as the larger geostrategic 
environment is likely to be improved. It is expected to help 
Pakistan in dealing with the problems of poverty, unem-

ployment, inflation 
and reducing the 
prevailing inequal-
ities in and among 
its constituents 
units. In a meeting 
with China’s Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, 
President Mam-
noon Hussain stat-
ed that the CPEC 
would prove to be 
a game-changer in 
the whole region 
by generating mas-
sive trade and eco-
nomic activity and 

opening new avenues of progress and prosperity for the 
people of the two countries in particular and for about 
three billion people of the region in general.

CPEC will prove to be a game changer and will make 
China a real stakeholder in ensuring Pakistan’s stabil-
ity and economic security. The multiple opportunities 
that CPEC will likely spawn over the period of time truly 
makes it a win-win bargain for both. It will greatly ex-
pand the scope for sustainable economic development of 
China. Not only this, the investments by China are going 
to boost Pakistan’s $274 billion GDP by over 15%. The 
subsequent progress and prosperity in Pakistan and Chi-
na’s increased investment will help Pakistan in improv-
ing its global standing by projecting itself as an economic 
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Pakistan enjoys a more favor-
able fiscal situation as compared to 
India through a reduction in its bud-
get deficit to 4.7% of GDP in 2014 
(India’s 7%). Moreover, Pakistan is 
both competitive and cheaper as an 
emerging market. So, China’s eco-
nomic assistance will help Pakistan a 
great deal in narrowing its widening 
gap against India and in improving 
its economic growth. 

Fortunately, CPEC will help Pa-
kistan get rid of the prevalent energy 
crises and revitalize industrializa-
tion Energy availability in the coun-

try will revive, industries such as the 
textile production adding an estimat-
ed 2 % to Pakistan’s GDP growth.

The development of roads, ports 
and highways is yet another import-
ant segment of CPEC. The project is 
intended to add to Pakistan’s infra-
structural connectivity in Asia, Eu-
rope Asia and Africa step by step and 
will remove all investment and trade 
barriers for the creation of a sound 
business environment within the re-
gion and beyond.

CPEC is likely to help in creating 
a robust and stable base for econom-
ic development in Pakistan. It will 
also help achieve the confidence of 
partner states in Pakistan’s bright 
economic future thereby removing 
any psychological barriers in the way 
of foreign investment.

Furthermore, CPEC is consid-
ered the crown jewel in the new Pa-
kistan’s economic paradigm because 
it provides Pakistan with a golden 
opportunity to act independently of 
the western influence, especially of 

the US which has a histo-
ry of engaging in frequent 
coercive diplomacy with 
Pakistan. The project is 
also in line with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s 
vision for Pakistan to 
shift from geopolitics to 
geo-economics. CPEC will 
also bring an opportunity 
for Pakistan to normalize 
ties with its neighbors so 
as to keep balance, strengthen pros-
pects for regional peace and improve 
socio-economic status of the people 
of the region.

CPEC is a game changer project 
which will lift millions of Pakistanis 
out of poverty. The project compris-
es of developing textile industries, 
industrial parks, construction of 
dams, installation of nuclear reac-
tors and creating networks of road, 
railway line which will generate 
employment. Almost sixty-one ful-
ly equipped hospitals, technical and 
vocational training institutes, water 
supply and distribution facilities in 
undeveloped areas will also improve 
the quality of life of people.

Keeping in view the post-pan-
demic dynamics of the world, it is 
important that all political parties in 
Pakistan and regional governments 
should express full support and 
benefit from the implementation of 
CPEC. They should be united in their 
commitment to resolve long standing 
political differences. . The govern-
ment and the federating units should 
work jointly for the commercial, 
economic and cultural development 
as well as peaceful environment in 
the country. The government should 
ensure transparency and openness 
in sharing the details of the prog-
ress on CPEC projects with all the 
political parties and stakeholders. 
It should be keen in 
debating the benefits 
and challenges of this 
multi-dollar project 
within the parliament. 
The government 
should ensure the 
safety and security of 
foreigners working on 
different projects of 
CPEC. Moreover, the 
working on the proj-

ects should not be delayed because 
it can provide space to the hostile 
elements to create hurdles in the 
smooth functioning of the project.

The game changer, China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor will incor-
porate a 2,000-kilometer transport 
link between Kashgar in the far west 
of China to the Gwadar port on the 
Arabian Sea at the mouth of Persian 
Gulf. Once this corridor is complet-
ed, oil from the Middle East could be 
loaded off at Gwadar, which is locat-
ed just outside the mouth of the Per-
sian Gulf, and transported to China 
through Balochistan. There are many 
challenges for Pakistan in imple-
menting this project. However, the 
future of the country and the region 
depends on the timely completion 
and full realization of the potential 
of CPEC. The corridor will not only 
increase Pakistan’s economic and 
political clout but also enhance peo-
ple to people cooperation across the 
region.

CPEC will prove to be a game 
changer and will make China a real 
stakeholder in ensuring Pakistan’s 
stability and economic security. The 
multiple opportunities that CPEC 
will likely spawn over the period of 
time truly makes it a win-win bar-
gain for both. It will greatly expand 
the scope for sustainable economic 
development of China.

CPEC will prove to be a 
game changer and will make 
China a real stakeholder in 

ensuring Pakistan’s stability 
and economic security. The 
multiple opportunities that 

CPEC will likely spawn over 
the period of time truly makes 
it a win-win bargain for both. 

It will greatly expand the 
scope for sustainable economic 

development of China
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Since the inception of mankind, 
many new technologies have 
launched with a great hype. 
Blockchain and Bitcoin are 

examples of the 21st century revo-
lutionary technologies. It seems like 
that the world has suddenly driven 
itself to the future as it is now seen 
that nations have started to adopt a 
digital asset known to many as cryp-
tocurrency — the world’s newest 
medium of exchange. The best way 
to describe cryptocurrency is as the 
digital currency, thinking of the many 
different types of cryptocurrency as 
currencies with different utilities. 
Cryptocurrency is a form of digi-
tal asset based on a network that is 
distributed across a large number of 
computers. This decentralized struc-
ture allows them to exist outside the 
control of governments and central 
authorities. The one quality that they 

all share is that they contribute to 
the creation of a richer digital expe-
rience. 

The challenging part is under-
standing that cryptocurrency fluc-
tuates rapidly and can be volatile 
— effecting the interest of investors 
and micro-investors throughout the 
world who are looking for ways to di-
versify their portfolios of investment. 
Cryptocurrencies face criticism for a 
number of reasons, including their 
use for illegal activities, exchange 
rate volatility, and vulnerabilities of 
the infrastructure underlying them. 
However, many positive sides are 
attached to it. They also have been 
praised for their portability, divisi-
bility, inflation resistance, and trans-
parency.

Pakistan is one of the world’s 
top countries where many people 
have invested heavily in cryptocur-

rencies. Pakistan has seen a boom in 
trading and mining cryptocurrency, 
with interest proliferating in thou-
sands of views of related videos on 
social media and transactions on 
online exchanges. Online cryptocur-
rency exchanges, most based outside 
Pakistan, have hundreds of Pakistani 
traders listed, some with thousands 
of transactions. Apps like Binance 
and Binomo, which track and trade 
cryptocurrency, have more down-
loads in Pakistan than some of the 
country’s largest banks’ apps. On 
another note, the federal govern-
ment has set up a committee to study 
cryptocurrency regulation, which 
includes observers from the FATF, 
federal ministers, and heads of the 
country’s intelligence agencies. 

Considering the financial glob-
al transformation, the Government 
of Pakistan should introduce digital 
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rupee and legalize cryptocurrency 
under strict regulatory laws. Cryp-
tocurrencies can make international 
payments more efficient, convenient 
and secure. So we need this digital 
asset in economic framework. The 
need to adopt to the digitization is 
that the world is changing and we 
need to keep up with it, financially 
and technologically. 

Policy Recommendations:
Effective Implementation of
Cryptocurrency in Pakistan

With the advancement in technolo-
gy across the globe, the dynamics de-
mand digital assets be licensed and 
registered.

State Bank of Pakistan’s Treasury, 
Financial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work and Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan should for-
mulate comprehensive interpretive 
guidance regarding digital curren-
cies, digital currency exchange and 
regulation act to administer and ex-
change these currencies under the 
State Bank’s act regarding Confiden-
tiality / Secrecy. The framework for 
Digital Currency (Cryptocurrency) 
must provide a mechanism regard-
ing Anti-Money laundering and pol-
icies to ensure Cyber Security and 
Consumer protection laws. 

Pakistan should join International 
Conventions & Frameworks for legal 
assistance in criminal matters such 
as Budapest Convention to ensure 
Pakistani citizens and interests are 
protected when conducting interna-
tional transactions.

A Committee of experts, Ulama 
community and religious bodies 
need to be set up to enlighten, ex-
plain, advocate, and discuss the per-
spective of Islamic laws regarding 
cryptocurrency.

Government should create a new 
Federal Ministry for Digital Financial 
Services to regulate digital assets, 
rules, and guidance and enforcement 
actions. The new administrable body 
should promote the use of digital 
currency through advocacy, educat-
ing the masses, and working close-
ly with stakeholders, policymakers, 
and regulatory bodies to formulate 
a framework that nurtures invest-
ment, innovation, economic develop-

ment, and monetary benefits.
Pakistan’s trade associations and 

consumers should formulate the 
Chamber of Digital Currency and 
Commerce to adopt a synchronized 
approach to actively develop policies 
to represent and gain the advantag-
es of the digital asset and blockchain 
industry.

The government of Pakistan 
should develop Digital Token plat-
forms; these digital tokens contains 
digital resources that can be owned, 
transferred and redeemed by the 
consumers. These tokens represent 
multiple characteristics, including 
security, property, and they act like 
a currency or commodity. Digital 
tokens platforms can serve as an 
incredible representation of digital 
assets that offer multiple techniques 
to transfer the currency in a secure, 
efficient, and transparent way. 

Anonymity is the greatest chal-
lenge for the implementation of cryp-
tocurrency in Pakistan. To overcome 
this threat, there should be proper 
registration of crypto accounts. A set 
of primary conditions should be im-
posed on the crypto users in which a 
crypto user will have to register his/
her account on a government-issued 
website by their National Identity 
Card (NIC), photograph and thumb-
prints.. Further, those websites 
should be linked with National Da-
tabase and Registration Authority 
(NADRA).

There should be a proper mech-
anism for tax generation on cryp-
to transactions and mining. It can 
be imposed that the crypto trade 
and transaction can only be made 
through government bank, which 
will make it traceable and can easily 
impose taxes. Government can also 
make rules regarding miners that 
they must register themselves before 
starting any mining-related activity 
and can easily impose taxes on them 
and have the data of all crypto users.

Government can regulate crypto-
currency by creating their wallet and 
making it compulsory for crypto us-
ers to register and use it. It will make 
it easier for the government to mon-
itor the transactions and apply tax-
es on them per transaction. In case 
of violation, there should be proper 
laws; in case someone violates these 
rules, then the crypto coins and all 
other assets related to cryptocurren-
cy will be taken by the government 
so no one can think to violate these 
rules.

Internet Service Provider (ISP) 
should be trained enough and have 
the resources to track those who are 
not registered and are involved in 
any activity related to cryptocurren-
cy.

Last but not the least, State Bank 
of Pakistan’s Treasury, Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network and 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan should formulate com-
prehensive interpretive guidance 
regarding digital currencies, digital 
currency exchange and regulation 
act to administer and exchange these 
currencies under the State Bank’s act 
regarding Confidentiality and Secre-
cy. The framework for Digital Curren-
cy (Cryptocurrency) must provide a 
mechanism regarding Anti-Money 
laundering and policies to ensure 
Cyber Security and Consumer pro-
tection laws. Significantly, by intro-
ducing a comprehensive mechanism, 
Pakistan has already demonstrated 
significant improvement in coun-
tering money laundering and terror 
financing under the umbrella of its 
states institutes and international 
watchdog (FATF). Further enforce-
ment, improvement and monitoring 
of these laws through stakeholder 
coordination is required to track any 
illicit activity.
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Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO): 
Together into the Future

Over the recent years, regional economic inte-
gration has gained unmatched momentum and 
importance in the increasingly multipolar world 
order as the multilateral regional economic alli-

ances have emerged as influential factors in global trade 
scenarios. The states are entering into economic agree-
ments with their immediate neighbours and see it as 
the most logical choice across the globe. These develop-
ments have provided new impetus to the ECO, as it aims 
to enhance investment and trade among the member 
countries that will eventually lead to economic integra-
tion of ECO region.  

The ECO is an intergovernmental regional organi-
zation encompassing countries from Europe, Caucasus, 
Central Asia, the Middle East, and South Asia with more 
than 460 million inhabitants and over 8 million square 
kilometres connecting Russia to the Persian Gulf and Chi-
na to Europe. The overall objective of the Organization 
is the sustainable economic development of its Member 
States and the Region as a whole. Established as Regional 
Cooperation for Development (RCD) in 1964 by Iran, Pa-
kistan and Turkey, the Organization was renamed as ECO 
in 1985. In 1992, in the aftermath of the disintegration of 
Soviet Union, the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and six 
former Soviet Republics, namely, Republic of Azerbaijan, 
Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Ta-
jikistan, Turkmenistan, and the Republic of Uzbekistan 
also joined the Organization, form-
ing one of the biggest regional blocs 
in Asia and beyond.  

In the last few decades, the 
ECO Member States have been mak-
ing concerted efforts to acceler-
ate the pace of regional economic 
growth and development. Drawing 
on shared cultural and historical 
affinities and recognizing the value 
of collective efforts they have gone a 
long way utilizing  existing channels 
of communications and exchanges 
to realize the hopes and aspirations 
of a prosperous and harmonious 

regional economic and political order. . In March 2017, 
Heads of States/Government of the Member States in the 
13th  Summit held in Islamabad endorsed “ECO Vision 
2025” which set the future trajectory of the ECO. The 
14th  ECO Summit was conducted virtually on March 4, 
2021 under the theme of ‘Regional Economic Coopera-
tion in the aftermath of COVID-19’. The Heads of States/
Government of the Member States recommended various 
significant initiatives aimed at expediting the process of 
development in the region in the wake of COVID-19. 

Recently, the 15th  ECO Summit was hosted by Turk-
menistan on November 28, 2021 in Ashgabat. The event, 
organized under the theme of “Together into the Future”, 
was chaired by the honourable President of Turkmeni-
stan, H.E. Mr. Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov while the 
honourable President of the Republic of Turkey, H.E. Mr. 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan as the Chairman of 14th Summit 
Meeting inaugurated the forum. The Summit also ad-
opted the Ashgabat Consensus for Action, renewing the 
Member States’ commitment to the shared progress, 
prosperity, and development in the region, as well as pro-
motion of ECO as a more effectual regional economic fo-
rum. The Heads of ECO Member States agreed to expand 
and develop their trade and economic ties in the shared 
areas of interest, highlighting some priority areas of co-
operation, trade, transport, and energy. While noting the 
progress and implementation of some joint projects, the 
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ECO leaders also put forward various 
ideas, initiatives, and proposals for 
development of some new projects 
in diverse fields. Moreover, they ap-
peared poised to remain united and 
make concerted efforts to address 
the challenges to regional economies 
due stemming from the pandemic.. 

Despite the fact that the ECO re-
gion has immense potential for col-
lective economic growth, it remains 
least integrated in terms of trade and 
investment. The ECO countries are 
rich in resources, are geographically 
contiguous, have many commonali-
ties in terms of culture, and heritage. 
However, there is only eight percent 
of total trade among the ECO mem-
bers. Therefore, there is a need to 
unlock the tremendous potential for 
the economic growth among the ECO 
countries. Thus, the ECO region has a 
significant potential to become more 
integrated through greater intra-re-
gional trade and investment flows. 
ECO countries can provide easier 
access to each other’s markets be-
cause of geographical proximity, 
and shared economic, social, and 
cultural characteristics.

There are three important 
steps that need to be taken to re-
alize the true potential of the ECO. 
Firstly, the implementation of ECO 
Vision 2025 can significantly con-
tribute to achieve ECO’s objectives 
based on “ECO will pave the way 
to a territory of integrated and 
sustainable economies as well as 
free trade area achieved by high-
ly educated societies and improved 
governance through enhanced coop-
eration”, as the “ECO Vision 2025” is 
based on the following core princi-
ples of “Sustainability”, “Integration”, 
and “Conducive Environment”. This 
Vision includes six areas of cooper-
ation: Trade, Transportation & Con-
nectivity, Energy, Tourism, Economic 
Growth & Productivity, and Social 
Welfare & Environment. 

The “ECO Vision 2025”, envisions 
efforts to double the intraregion-
al trade volume so that the share of 
ECO trade (specifically exports) is 
increased in the global trade and the 
regional trade potential for econom-
ic growth is tapped. This will be done 
by creating a favourable policy envi-
ronment by removing various con-

s t r a i n t s 
on flow 
of goods 
and ser-
v i c e s . 
The focus 
will be on 
free flow 
of goods 
and ser-
v i c e s , 
p o l i c y 
h a r m o -
nization, 
m a x i m i -
zation of economic efficiency, and 
reduction of transaction costs. This 
trade enhancement strategy en-
tails early operationalization of ECO 
Trade Agreement (ECOTA) followed 
by further incremental trade liber-
alization to ultimately make ECO a 
free-trade area. Therefore, the free 
or preferential trade agreements are 

vital for boosting the intra-regional 
trade among the ECO members

Secondly, advancement of the 
transport corridors planned by the 
ECO under the Transit Transport 
Framework Agreement (TTFA) is 
the need of time. These transport 
corridors will have a leading role in 
the economic integration of the ECO 
region. The operationalization of Is-
lamabad-Tehran-Istanbul Road cor-
ridor is a good step in this regard. 

In addition to this, there are also 
three important projects that should 
be completed on immediate basis: 
the TAPI gas pipeline; the CASA 1000 
electricity grid from Tajikistan and 
Kyrgyzstan to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan; and construction of the Uzbeki-
stan-Afghanistan-Pakistan railway 

line. For the completion of these proj-
ects,  peace in Afghanistan is inevi-
table. Therefore, the ECO members 
should also ensure collective efforts 
to mitigate the emerging challenges 
in Afghanistan. 

Thirdly, the Islamabad Declara-
tion on enhancing regional trade and 
connectivity should be fully imple-
mented.   In that declaration the ECO 

members strongly support and 
encourage the implementations, 
operationalization and strength-
ening of the various mecha-
nisms and arrangements within 
the ECO as building blocks for 
regional cooperation and inte-
gration as well as increase in the 
intra-regional trade and con-
nectivity among ECO member 
states. As an example, the ECO 
Trade Agreement (ECOTA), ECO 
Trade and Development Bank, 
ECO Reinsurance Company, ECO 
Regional Institute for Standard-
ization, Conformity Assessment 

Accreditation and Metrology (ECO 
-RISCAM), Agreement on Promo-
tion and Protection of Investments 
among ECO Member States, and oth-
er institutional and regulatory ECO 
frameworks dealing with regional 
integration in terms of trade, finance, 
investment.  

In short, the increasingly mul-
tipolar world order has given rise 
to the multilateral regional arrange-
ments and thus the ECO has become 
immensely relevant in the region. In 
addition, the COVID-19 has caused 
high inflation across the globe and 
disrupted the supply chains. The ECO 
has important role to play in this sce-
nario given its potential to lead the 
ECO members into a shared future of 
peace, and economic prosperity.
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The National Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka 
(NCCSL) was founded in 1948 soon after Sri Lan-
ka gained independence from British colonial 
rule, primarily to establish a forum for the Sri 

Lankan business community. The foremost objective of 
the Chamber at that time was the Ceylonisation of trade, 
as the policy climate was not quite conducive to national 
interests. The Founder Members comprised of all lead-
ing ethnic groups, Sinhalese, Tamils, Muslims, and Bur-
gher. In 1955, the Chamber was formally incorporated as 
a Company Limited.

Having achieved its foremost objective in the 
mid-fifties, the Chamber turned to address member is-
sues faced by members.

During the last six decades the Chamber had 
emerged as the leading trade and industrial promotion 
body in the island. The Chamber is the focal point for 
member companies representing virtually the entire 
spectrum of industry, trade and commerce in Sri Lanka. 
Among them the Chamber counts some of the most vi-
brant and progressive business houses in the country.

The National Chamber, in its preparation for the fu-
ture has identified steps to develop entrepreneurs and 
SME’s in several key industries in Sri Lanka.
i)     Value additions to the product and product life cycles 
in several sectors.
ii)   Maintaining focus on core businesses to gain success.
iii) Provide members with qualitative information on 
businesses, products and markets.
iv)  Identifying how well the Chamber could assist differ-
ent enterprises.
v)  Providing SME’s with Financial Assistance to boost 
productivity and increase the employment rate where 
there are no 
mortgage re-
quirements.

vi) Maintaining 
focus on the 
growth of the 
GDP.
vii) Providing 
technical train-
ing and assist-
ing technology 
transfer.

The Mis-
sion is to pro-
vide trade 
promotion ser-

vices and assistance required by businesses to function 
competitively in domestic and overseas markets and to 
represent them in matters of common and individual in-
terest at all fora including discussions and deliberations 
convened by the government.

The Mission is to be achieved primarily through 
enhancing the efficiency and competitiveness of firms 
countrywide and strengthening the dialogue with the 
government to assist in creating a conducive business 
environment.

The Vision of National Chamber is to be the leading 
source of services and assistance to businesses country-
wide for promotion of domestic and foreign trade with 
special emphasis on the development of SMEs.

The National Chamber, in its preparation for the fu-
ture has identified steps to develop entrepreneurs and 
SME’s in several key industries in Sri Lanka.
i)     Value additions to the product and product life 
cycles in several sectors.
ii)    Maintaining focus on core businesses to gain success.
iii) Provide members with qualitative information on 
businesses, products and markets.
iv.    Identifying how well the Chamber could assist differ-
ent enterprises.
v.   Providing SME’s with Financial Assistance to boost 
productivity and increase the employment rate where 
there are no mortgage requirements.
vi) Maintaining focus on the growth of the GDP.
vii)Providing technical  training and assisting technolo-
gy transfer

Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Deputy Vice 
ChairPerson 

The Chairperson, 
Vice Chairperson 
and Deputy Vice 
Chairperson (the 
office bearers) 
shall be elected as 
follows: 

A Commit-
tee member who 
currently holds 
the office of Vice 
Chairperson and 
who has com-
pleted a second 
consecutive term 
in that position 
shall be deemed 
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to be elected by the Committee as 
Chairperson for the next succeeding 
term of office of the Committee, un-
less the Committee resolves to the 
contrary, in compliance with Rule 
31. A Committee member who cur-
rently holds the office of Deputy Vice 
Chairperson and who has completed 
a second consecutive term in that po-
sition shall be deemed to be elected 
by the Committee as Vice Chairper-
son for the next succeeding term of 
office of the Committee, unless the 
Committee resolves to the contrary, 
in compliance with the provisions 
hereof. Subsequently, the Deputy 
Vice Chairperson shall be elected by 
the Committee from among persons 
who have served on the Committee 
for an aggregate period of two (02) 
years, after considering the recom-
mendation of the ex-officio members 
of the Board and of the Nominations 
Committee. 

President - National Chamber

Mr. Nandika Buddhipala is presi-
dent  of National Chamber. He pos-
sess post qualifying experience at 
KPMG Ford Rhodes Thornton and 
Company in Sri Lanka, Republic of 
Maldives and KPMG Peat Marwick 
Micheal in Sultanate of Oman from 
1991 to 1993. He has worked as 
Financial Accountant and Finance 
Manager (1994 to 1999), General 
Manager- Finance & Administration 
(1999 to 2004 reporting to MD/CEO) 
and Chief Financial Officer (2004 to 
2007) of Mobitel (Pvt) Ltd from 1993 
to 2007. Currently, he is In charge of 
Finance, Treasury, Procurement and 
Stores, Administration, Credit Con-
trol, Logistics and Service Centre at 
different times.

National Chamber of Commerce 
under the presidency of the Mr. Nan-
dika Buddhipala work with all the 
five generations from Traditionalists 
to Generation Z and establishment of 
the National Chamber of Commerce 
Youth Forum (NCCYF) few years 
back expanded our horizons to in-
clude the youngest generation into 
the Chamber umbrella. The vision of 
the Chamber is itself Vision itself is 
a clear manifestation of our strong 
linkage with SMEs of the country 

where we have 
given special em-
phasize on the 
development of 
Micro, Small and 
Medium Enter-
prises. In order 
to achieve the 
vision, president 
of the National 
Chamber of the 
Commerce has 
remained fo-
cused to get our-
selves out of our 
traditional do-
mains and need 
to reach out to 
Micro and SMEs.

According to 
the President of National Chamber 
of Commerce: in developed or devel-
oping economies, SMEs are playing 
a crucial role by contributing to the 
economy. Be it business numbers, 
export growth, employment genera-
tion, output growth and contribution 
to supply chain etc. The lack of avail-
ability of SME performance related 
data is making a cloudy situation 
for policy makers in implementing 
coherent policy measures. Rapidly 
changing market demand, lack of ca-
pacity in knowledge, innovation and 
creativity are directly affecting the 
progress of the SMEs. Furthermore, 
when compared with large multi-
nationals, SMEs are going through 
excessive challenges such as lack of 
economies of scale, lack of resourc-
es such as finance, technology and 
skilled labor, market access limita-
tions and shortage of Research and 
Development expenses etc. 

He is of the view that SMEs and 
Micro SMEs in Sri Lanka to access 
overseas markets through a credi-
ble authentic web platform. By cre-
ating such a platform for Sri Lanka, 
the National Chamber believes that 
potential Sri Lankan products will 
reach their market destinations easi-
ly. In order to meet this requirement 
the National Chamber has embarked 
on a nationally important mission to 
develop and professionally manage a 
web based platform named “fromS-
riLanka.com”.

National Chamber of Commerce 

and Digital Platforms
The world has moved to sourc-

ing through digital platforms at a 
rapid pace where the Sri Lanka is 
now presented with lots of oppor-
tunities to expand our exports. With 
this in mind, The National Chamber 
of Commerce of Sri Lanka recent-
ly introduced the fromSriLanka.
com website, a B2B buyer and sell-
er connectivity platform, aimed at 
supporting Sri Lankan companies to 
promote their products and services 
to global buyers. As of today, the plat-
form has got increased interest from 
exporters and potential exporters 
around the country. So far over 200 
companies small to large have gone 
through the registration process who 
have added more than thousands of 
products & services with many more 
getting on board. The platform ca-
ters to a range of over 900 product/ 
service types from Tea, Rubber, Co-
conut, Spices and Ayurvedic items to 
Apparel, Gemstones, and furniture or 
services such as Software Develop-
ment to BPO solutions the platform 
is expected to host thousands of Sri 
Lankan manufacturers and service 
providers, enticing millions of glob-
al business buyers. This platform is 
developed in partnership with Ora-
cle using the latest performance and 
security features and utilizes a very 
responsive web design which is suit-
able for any PC, mobile phone or tab-
let using the most popular browsers.

Economy & Finance
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Tribute 

H.E. Amb. Hissein Ibrahim Taha, the Secre-
tary-General of the Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC), assumed office on November 
17, 2021, at the OIC’s General Secretariat head-

quarters in Jeddah. H.E. Amb. Hissein Taha was elected 
in November 2020 during the Forty-Seventh Session 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) held in Nia-
mey, Republic of Niger, as a representative of the Afri-
can Group, as per the geographical rotation of the office 
of the OIC’s Secretary-General. The said session elected 
him as the new OIC’s Secretary-General for five years, 
starting November 2021.

H.E. Amb. Hissein Taha is a Chadian diplomat who 
had held sever-
al positions in his 
country, including 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, African In-
tegration, and In-
ternational Coop-
eration, Minister 
(Assistant Deputy 
Secretary-General 
of the Presidency 
of the Republic), 
Diplomatic Advisor 
to the Presidency 
of the Republic, 
Minister Plenipo-
tentiary, and Am-
bassador Extraor-

dinary to France, Spain, Portugal, Greece, and the Holy 
See. He also served as a Senior Advisor at the Embassy 
of the Republic of Chad in Saudi Arabia.
Diplomas and certificates
  1965 - Certificate of primary school
  1972 - International Baccalaureate
  1978 - Diploma in Languages and Oriental Civilization 
Institute In Paris (France)

H.E. Amb. Hissein Taha was awarded the National 
Order of Chad (Knight), which is the preeminent order 
of merit of the Republic of Chad, the French National Or-
der of the Legion of Honour, the highest French order of 

merit, and the hon-
orary ambassador 
merit.
   Knight of the na-
tional Order Merit 
in Chad.
   Officer of the 
Legion of Honor of 
France.
   Honorific ambas-
sador of Republic 
of Chad.

The new OIC 
Secretary-General, 
speaks French, Ara-
bic, and English.

H.E. Hissein Brahim Taha
Secretary General of Organization of Islamic Cooperation
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Even a brief look back onto 
the pages of history yields a 
handful of faces who, in their 
quest for higher ideals or 

goals never yielded and never shed a 
single drop of blood or fired a single 
shot. Of these visionaries, Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah, stands out among all 
others, having securing freedom and 
a separate homeland for the Mus-
lims of the Indian subcontinent, all 
without a bloody revolution.

At a time when India was pass-
ing through the most atrocious of 
times, it was Jinnah’s statesmanship 
that helped Muslims secure the state 
of Pakistan. “Our objective should be 
peace within, and peace without. We 
want to live peacefully and maintain 
cordial friendly relations with our 
immediate neighbours and with the 
world at large,” Jinnah once said. On 
way to materialise the dream of Al-
lama Iqbal, the Quaid surpassed all 
obstacles, not only winning acknowl-
edgement from friends, but also from 
foes. Vijay Lakshmi Pundit, the sister 
of Jawaharlalz Nehru, the first prime 
minister of India, wrote in her book, 
“If Pakistan Muslim League had 100 

Gandhis and 200 Abulkalam Azads, 
there would have been no Pakistan. 
However, if the Congress had only 
one Jinnah, India would not have 
been divided.” Lord Mountbatten, 
the last Viceroy of the subcontinent, 
admitted in his memoirs, “Had I any 
clue that Jinnah would die in 1948, 
I would have extended the date of 
division and Pakistan would never 
have been there on the world map.” 
But, no conspiracy, no ill will could 
come in the Quaid’s way to an Ideol-
ogy and creation of an independent 
state for the suppressed Muslims of 
the subcontinent.

Today if we look back and think 
what kind of power Jinnah gave us in 
the form of an independent country, 
we cannot thank enough for such 
blessing as the nations which are 
striving for their identity are suffer-
ing badly in dominating hands and 
those who have freedom must ac-
knowledge this great gift as Quaid 
said that “Pakistan not only means 
freedom and independence but the 
Muslim Ideology which has to be 
preserved, which has come to us 
as a precious gift and treasure and 

which, we hope other will share with 
us”. Quaid-e-Azam always felt proud 
of youth and believed that they can 
do miracles with their strength and 
togetherness and he in an address to 
Muslim Students Federation at La-
hore on October 31, 1947, also men-
tioned that “Pakistan is proud of her 
youth, particularly the students who 
have always been in the forefront in 
the hour of trial and need. You are 
the nation’s leaders of tomorrow, 
and you must fully equip yourself by 
discipline, education and training for 
the arduous task lying ahead of you. 
You should realise the magnitude of 
your responsibility and be ready to 
bear it”. Now today youth of Pakistan 
must realize their potentials and con-
tribute more towards Pakistan’s sta-
bility. Undoubtedly the youth have all 
capabilities to make a Quaid’s vision-
ary Pakistan, but they should not fell 
prey to hostile elements to let down 
their country on any forum. People 
responsible to run affairs of state 
must keep in mind that this country 
was raised on world map after many 
sacrifices and struggles. 

Charisma and Leadership of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah
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Book Review

 Regionalism and Regional
SECURITY
i n  S o u t h  A s i a

The book under review is an invaluable effort to 
evaluate the role of the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) for maintain-
ing regional security. It is very appropriate and 

substantial in its own way, specifically when people are 
more skeptical about the absolute presence of the orga-
nization than its style of functioning. Such skepticism of-
ten created questions about its survival, since uncertain 
bilateral relations 
between the major 
powers of South Asia 
are a foremost com-
plication to an actual 
and effective region-
al organization.

The book starts 
where the skeptics 
left off, by highlight-
ing that SAARC can 
overstate cause of 
South Asian region-
alism because the 
organization has 
gone through a ret-
ro of transition from 
agreement to action. 
This means it can 
keep regionalism 
rather than region-
alization in obser-
vance, without even 
looking into areas 
of bilateral disgrun-
tlement. The book’s 
central argument 
focuses on the innu-
merable issues relat-
ed to human security 
of the region and its 
member states. The 
author has adopted a functional approach in order to 
investigate the various SAARC member countries, such 
as India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, The Maldives, Paki-
stan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The book is import-
ant not only for security analysts and strategists, but 
essentially for non-governmental agencies and students 
researching into regionalism and regional security.

The author succeeds in conveying the idea to read-
ers that South Asian countries must regain the region-
al security in non-conventional areas in order to merge 
as a force, so as to challenge the security threats, mal-
nutrition poverty, and other issues which pose a grave 
challenge to the national security and the sovereignty of 
SAARC’s member states.

The book presents realistic and first-hand infor-
mation to help read-
ers understand in 
a precise and clear 
manner the impor-
tance of regionalism 
in South Asia. Zahid 
Shahab Ahmed is to 
be commended for 
reviving and rais-
ing interest for the 
experiential mode 
of investigation in 
his security-related 
study even though 
the book is limited 
in terms of turning 
rhetoric into ac-
tion. The process 
of regionalism is 
tied up with the in-
ternal institution-
al preparations of 
the member states. 
Therefore, a more 
realistic analysis of 
multilateral collab-
oration turned into 
credible expanded 
regional amalgama-
tion would perhaps 
indicate a more pro-
nounced view of the 

changing dynamics.
Nonetheless, Ahmed’s book is praise worthy for 

presenting such proportions around the potential chal-
lenges and threats, as well as for recommending the 
necessary measures for those aspiring to work on the 
regional security in South Asia.

Zahid Shahab Ahmed (Routledge, 2016, 242 Pages)

THE ROLE OF SAARC
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On December 21, 2021, Paki-
stan conducted a successful 
test of an enhanced range 
version of the indigenously 

developed Babur Cruise Missile 1B. 
Babur missile is launched from 

a multi-tube vehicle that gives the 
system “high-manoeuvrability”. It 
has stealth features and is equipped 
with modern cruise missile tech-
nology of Terrain Contour Matching 
and Digital Scene Matching and Area 
Co-relation. The stealth features of 
the missile’s new version and its 
ability to avoid radar detection and 
reach the target accurately much 
deeper than the previous version 
would ensure that no Indian Ballis-
tic Missile Defense System (BMD) or 
air defence system is able to detect 
or intercept Pakistan’s strategic de-
livery systems.

The Babur’s airframe is made 
up of a tubular fuselage, with a pair 

of folded wings attached to the mid-
dle section and the empennage at 
the rear along with the propulsion 
system. Propelled by a jet engine 
(turbojet), the Babur has a maxi-
mum speed of approximately 550 
mph. Launched from ground-based 
mobile transporter erector launch-
ers (TELs), the Babur can be armed 
with both conventional and nuclear 
warheads and has a reported range 
of 750 km (470 mi). On launch, a 
booster provides additional thrust to 
accelerate the missile away from the 
launch vehicle. After the launch the 
wings unfold, the booster rocket is 
jettisoned and the jet engine started. 
The missile is stated to have a high 
degree of maneuverability, allowing 
it to “hug” the terrain, and “near-
stealth” capabilities. Terrain-hug-
ging ability helps the missile avoid 
enemy radar detection by utilizing 
“terrain masking”, giving Babur the 

capability to penetrate enemy air 
defence systems undetected.

The Babur’s guidance system 
uses a combination of inertial nav-
igation systems (INS), terrain con-
tour matching (TERCOM) and GPS 
satellite guidance. The guidance 
system reportedly gives the missile 
pinpoint accuracy. GPS access is not 
guaranteed under hostile conditions 
so the latest production models have 
also reportedly incorporated the 
Russian GLONASS. Future software 
and hardware updates could include 
the European Union’s GALILEO and 
China’s BeiDou Navigation Satellite 
System. An upgraded variant tested 
on the 14 December 2016 included 
upgraded avionics where now the 
missile is able to accurately hit land 
and sea based targets without the 
aid of GPS. Also the missile is able to 
hit targets more accurately.

Babur Cruise Missile 1B
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Special Report

To understand the strategic and geopolitical dy-
namics of Middle-East and its impacts on Paki-
stan, the Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad organized a we-

binar titled “Emerging Dynamics in the Middle East: Pol-
icy Options for Pakistan”.  The panelist of the webinar 
included professional experts and academic scholars on 
the pertinent topic.

President COPAIR- Ms. Amna Munwwar Awan, Pres-
ident Center of Pakistan and International Relations (CO-
PAIR) and Editor-in-Chief of Melange International mag-
azine, in her keynote address extended her felicitation to 
all the panelists and participants. With reference to Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit hosted 
by Pakistan, she opined that it was a timely step initiated 
by Pakistan to draw the world’s attention towards con-
solidation of the economic situation in Afghanistan. Pa-
kistan by hosting this important conference proved that 
it is the most important regional stakeholder, she added. 
While expressing views on emerging regional dynamics 
in the Middle East she remarked that contemporary Mid-
dle-Eastern politics is witnessing a transformative shift 
marked by inter-state competition, coupled with the in-
terplay of international, regional, and domestic politics. 
This shift potentially necessitates Pakistan to opt for a 
pragmatic, multipronged policy that can serve better our 
national interests. She further added that renewed co-
operation based on trade, commerce, cultural exchange, 
P2P linkages, developmental and infrastructural proj-
ects, and tourism should be the priority of the policy-
makers.

Prof. Dr. Nazir Hussain – Dean Social Sciences and 
Humanities at the University of Wah, a foreign poli-
cy expert gave an extensive insight on “Middle-East 
Geo-Strategic Environment: Implications for Pakistan”. 
He highlighted that Pakistan should reshape convention-
al policies apparatus and an economically driven policy 
would better serve its national interests concerning the 
Middle East. Pakistan should focus on building bilateral 
ties based on positive-sum gains with a non-interven-
tionist strategy in the regional disputes of the Middle 
East. Economic diplomacy should be the key objective 
of Pakistan’s foreign policy vis-à-vis the Middle East, he 
urged.

 Dr. Syed Qandil Abbas– Assistant Professor, School 
of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam 
University Islamabad, expressed his views on the role of 
OIC in the Middle Eastern Conundrum. He critically ex-
amined the role of OIC in mitigating the regional crisis. 
While highlighting policy options for Pakistan he stated 
that Pakistan should focus on its economy and emerg-

ing opportunities in the region. It should work closely 
with all countries in the region and not with some at 
the expense of others. Pakistan must be conscious of the 
changing dynamics of the region, both in terms of econo-
my and geopolitics.

Dr. Amna Mehmood – Professor, Dean Faculty of 
Social Sciences International Islamic University, Islam-
abad, expressed views on the topic “Israel and Middle 
East Geo-Strategic Landscape.” She stated that Israel’s 
normalization drive in the region affected all paradigms 
from geopolitics and economics to tourism. 

Ambassador Khalid Mehmood, Chairman Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) gave an 
insightful overview of changing Middle East geopolitics 
dynamics. In Pakistan’s context, he urged that it should 
give preferential treatment to its national interest and 
focus should be on self-reliance. He categorically em-
phasized that must not opt the bloc politics. As far as 
entomic linkages are concerned, Pakistan should focus 
on bilateral engagement with the Middle Eastern coun-
tries. Investment in CPEC SEZs and the agricultural sec-
tor would create a sustainable linkage between Pakistan 
and Middle Eastern states.

In the end, the worthy Chairman thanked the speak-
ers and the participants for the illuminating discussion. 
The event was well-attended and well-received by the 
audience.

Emerging Dynamics in the Middle East:
Policy Options for Pakistan
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The Center of Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR), Islam-
abad, organized a webinar, titled 
“Reckoning the Heroes & Apprising 
India’s Posture of Disenfranchise-
ment” on December 14, 2021. Raja 
Fasial, Program Director – South 
Asia (COPAIR) moderated the event.  

Amna Munwar Awan- President 
Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR) calls for social 
cohesion/ integration for the na-
tional sovereignty of Pakistan and 
also denounced ethnic and religious 
strife. The COPAIR President further 
stated that a global campaign should 
be launched to present a soft im-
age of Pakistan, and should be 
defended through democratic 
institutions and inclusive patri-
otism, also educate and aware 
citizens about hybrid warfare, 
then there are minimal chances 
of success heinous and nefari-
ous agendas of India. Eulogiz-
ing the sacrifices of armed forc-
es during the war of 1971 for 
the country- “Our shuhada and 
ghazis left behind unforgetta-
ble memories of bravery. This 
victory speaks volumes about 
our able leadership, the high-
est level of commitment, the 
unshakable faith, and the long 
list of sacrifices of our armed 
forces supported by the whole 
nation,” she concluded.

Raja Shaheryar Khan- Pak 
Army Veteran  Gave an exten-
sive overview of the war of 
1971 and acknowledged the 
unparalleled contribution and 
sacrifices rendered by the Pa-
kistan Army towards the ex-
ternal and internal security of 
Pakistan.  He also lauded the 
country’s martyrs for their sac-
rifices rendered during the War 
of 1971.  He further mentioned 
that Indians are continuously 
triggering the fault lines of Pa-
kistan also trying to propagate 

false narratives which often over-
shadowed the role of the real heroes 
therefore reckoning of sacrifices for 
national cause is imperative.

Abdul Samad Yaqoob- Geopolit-
ical Analyst praised the army’s prow-
ess and its effective preparedness to 
combat the symmetric and asymmet-
ric warfare challenges vis-à-vis India. 
While remembering the martyrs and 
Ghazis, he maintained, “We owe [the] 
peace and stability of our country to 
the selfless devotion and sacrifices 
of these officers and soldiers during 
1971 war are our real heroes.” Such 
real stories of our heroes deserve ap-
preciation and glorification.

Prof. Dr Shabana Fayyaz un-
derlined ‘pragmatic state policy, and 
significant role of media’ to combat 
hybrid warfare campaign inflicted by 
the adversaries. She further opined 
that both Pakistan- Bangladesh 
should seek rapprochement through 
overcoming historical grievances 
and exploring new paths of engage-
ment would better serve the inter-
ests of both states.

In the end, Mr. Raja Fasial 
thanked the speakers and the par-
ticipants for the illuminating discus-
sion. The event was well-attended 
and well-received by the audience.

Reckoning the Heroes & Apprising India’s
Posture of  Disenfranchisement
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President COPAIR, Ms. Amna 
Munwar Awan met the General  

Secretary of Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, H.E. 
Hissein Brahim Taha during 

the OIC special session on 
Afghanistan

Random Clicks
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Groundbreaking Ceremony of E&F 
Executive Blocks of ‘Gulberg Residencia’ 
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Opening Ceremony of Gulberg Residencia 
Office in Dubai
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Mr. Russ McPartland-British High Commission 
representative visited the Center of Pakistan and 

International Relations (COPAIR)
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Naseem-ur-Rehman, Focal Person for 
“Ehsaas Panahgah” visits The Center of Pakistan 

and International Relations (COPAIR)
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Ambassador of Portugal visits Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) to discuss bilateral 

ties and matters of mutual interests
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ADB to provide $1.54 bn for 
projects in 4 sectors

Rape a “primary weapon” of Indian army in IIOJK; 
Attendees in tears at Russell Tribunal

OIC leaders laud Pakistan’s efforts, call for unified 
action on Afghanistan crisis

 Immediate action a must as chaos in Afghanistan 
suits none: PM Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Pakistan and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
signed loans and grant agreements totaling $1.54 billion to improve energy, transport, 
irrigation, and urban sectors in Pakistan. ADB Country Director Yong Ye and Secre-
tary of the Economic Affairs Division Mian Asad Hayaud Din signed the loan and 
grant agreements.  The projects were approved by ADB Board of Directors last week. 
ADB Governor and Minister for Economic Affairs Omar Ayub Khan, ADB’s Vice Pres-
ident (Operations 1) Shixin Chen and Director General Yevgeniy Zhukov of Central 
and West Asia Department witnessed the signing ceremony, says a statement issued 
by the ADB. VoM

ISLAMABAD: The Muslim world leaders attending the extraordinary session of OIC coun-
tries’ foreign ministers, Sunday called for an immediate and unified action to avert 
the looming humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan which otherwise could impact world 
peace. Addressing the opening session of the 17th extraordinary Session of the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers to discuss the 
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan, the leaders were unanimous to call for the 
OIC’s role to protect the brotherly country from an economic collapse. OIC Secre-
tary-General Hissein Brahim Taha thanked the member countries for electing him to 
head the OIC and also thanked Pakistan for the warm welcome. VoM

ISLAMABAD:The participants of the Russell Tribunal on Kashmir fell into tears lis-
tening to the accounts of the Kashmiri women who had been suffering the “weapon-
ized rape” by the Indian Occupation Forces which used it as their “primary weapon.” 
Held in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina by a Canadian registered NGO Kashmir Ci-
vitas from December 17-19, to highlight the war crimes in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, the Russell Tribunal was attended by the Bosnian community 

with over 70 foreign delegates.VoM

Prime Minister Imran Khan while highlighting the collapsing hospital systems, edu-
cation sector and deteriorating humanitarian situation in Afghanistan called for the 
world to take immediate action as Afghanistan was heading towards chaos. “Unless 
action is taken immediately, Afghanistan is heading for chaos. Any government when 
it cannot pay salaries to public servants, doctors and nurses, any government is go-
ing to collapse. But chaos suits no one. It certainly does not suit the United States,” 
the prime minister said in his keynote address at the 17th Extraordinary Session 

of the Council of Foreign Ministers of Organization of Islamic Cooperation.  He also 
called for OIC’s unified response on the issues of Kashmir and Palestine where people 

were struggling for their democratic rights also guaranteed by the United Nations.VoM
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Pakistan values ties with Turkmenistan:
President Alvi 

Japanese envoy, Zaidi discuss development 
opportunities in Maritime Sector 

FM Qureshi reaffirms Pakistan’s commitment to 
SAARC charter

Pakistan to attain global funding through WB’s assisted 
Green Bond for Trees: Amin Aslam

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi said that Pakistan attached utmost significance to its 
ties with Turkmenistan as the two countries enjoy excellent relations in various fields, 
besides having unanimity of views on major international and regional fora including 
United Nations, ECO and SCO. He said that Pakistan was committed to early comple-
tion of TAPI pipeline project. The President expressed these views while talking to 
the visiting Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan Meredov Rashid Ovezgeldiyevich, who 
called on him at Aiwan-e-Sadr. Talking to the Turkmen Foreign Minister, the Presi-
dent highlighted the importance of regional connectivity and economic integration, 
saying that both the countries should join efforts to boost regional connectivity.VoM

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to the principles and objectives of the SAARC Charter for the welfare of the peo-
ple of the region, economic integration and regional prosperity. He said Pakistan 
believed SAARC could provide a conducive and congenial atmosphere to build eco-
nomic synergies and transform the quality of life of the people of South Asia. The 
foreign minister received Secretary-General of South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) Esala Ruwan Weerakoon at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The Secretary General is on his first visit to Pakistan since assuming office in March 
2020. The foreign minister recalled the important and constructive role played by 
Pakistan in realizing the true potential of SAARC and making it a useful organization 
for regional cooperation and mutual benefit based on the principle of sovereign equality.VoM

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister Syed Ali Haider Zaidi welcomed Japanese Ambassa-
dor WADA Mitsuhiro in Ministry of Maritime Affairs. During the meeting matters of 
mutual interest were discussed and the minister proposed to set up a tax free zone 
in Port Qasim for the period of next ten years to boost investment and development 
for both the nations, said a press release. The Federal Minister also highlighted the 
enormous opportunities in maritime sector of Pakistan for Japan. He reiterated that 

Pakistan is a country having huge potential in terms of human resource, fisheries, 
cheap labor and agriculture. VoM

The TBTTP is Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vision and the government wants to 
ensure complete transparency in the project to maintain its credibility. Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam said 
the country would get global funding in lieu of billions of trees planted across the 
country through World Bank assisted Green Bond. Addressing a media debrief on 
Exposure visit to Ten Billion Tree Tsunami Plantation (TBTTP) sites in KP province 
organised by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and facilitat-

ed by the TBTTP project ground teams. Billions of rupees invested on tree plantation 
would be received by the country as a token of thanks by the nature. VoM



ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan Army conducted a successful test launch of an ‘enhanced-range’ 
version of the indigenously developed Babur Cruise Missile 1B, said a statement by 
the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). According to the military’s media wing, 
Director General of Strategic Plans Division (SPD) Lieutenant General Nadeem Zaki 
Manj congratulated the  domain of cruise missile technology. He also expressed his 
full confidence that this test would further strengthen Pakistan’s strategic deter-
rence. President Arif Alvi, Prime Minister Imran Khan, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Nadeem Raza and services chiefs also congratulated the scien-
tists and engineers on conducting the successful launch, the ISPR added.universal 
message of harmony and solidarity,” he said, adding that the Afghan issue has always been high on the 
OIC agenda.VoM
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News Updates

Commander Royal Bahrain Naval Force meets 
COAS Bajwa at GHQ

Pakistan welcomes UNSC resolution facilitating
aid to Afghanistan

Pakistan conducts successful test launch of long-range 
Babur cruise missile

Turkey-Iran-Pakistan cargo train restarts 
after 10-year halt

RAWALPINDI: Commander Royal Bahrain Naval Force Rear Admiral Mohammad Yousif 
Al Asam Wednesday called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
at GHQ and acknowledged the professionalism of Pakistan Armed Forces and vowed 
to enhance cooperation in various fields. During the meeting, matters of mutual in-
terest, current security situation in Afghanistan and bilateral cooperation in defence 
and security fields were discussed, said an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
media release. Speaking on the occasion, the COAS said, “Pakistan desires to main-
tain the tradition of bilateral engagement and wish for long term and multi-domain 
enduring relationship with Bahrain.” VoM

UNITED NATIONS:Pakistan has welcomed U.N. Security Council resolution facilitat-
ing humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, where war and international sanctions have 
left the country on the verge of economic collapse. The resolution clearly confirms 
the international legality that humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people is not 
a violation of the provisions of the Security Council sanctions,” Ambassador Munir 
Akram said after the unanimous adoption of the US-sponsored text. Under its terms, 

the resolution said that processing and payment of funds, other financial assistance 
or economic resources, and the provision of goods and services necessary to ensure 

the timely delivery of such assistance or to support such activities are permitted.VoM

KARACHI:  Following a 10-year hiatus, a freight train 
service between Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan was re-
launched on Tuesday in a major boost for trade among 
the three countries and within the region. The Istan-
bul-Tehran-Islamabad (ITI) cargo train was started in 
2009 but suspended in 2011 due to several delays in 
Pakistan. It can complete the journey between the three 

countries in about 14 days, much faster and less costly 
than the alternate sea route. VoM
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Travel Destination 

The tropical climate, beautiful beaches and incredible food of Sri Lanka are just some of the many reasons to include 
the South Asian country on travel wish list. Full of romantic landscapes, stirring mountains, lush green tea gardens 
and golden beaches, the island nation of Sri Lanka is nothing short of magnificent. The country has no shortage of 
beautiful awe-inspiring spots, natural, historic and cultural, each more picture-perfect than the next. From soulful 
Buddhist monasteries and temples to exotic and impeccable spots rarely explored, Sri Lanka offers everything that 

makes your escape a memorable one.

Yala National Park is on the southeast coast of the island near the city of Hambantota. 
The most popular animals to see here are elephants, leopards, and crocodiles. There 
are also over 200 bird species that make their home in the park area, including several 
endemic to Sri Lanka. Aside from the fauna and flora, the park is home to two historic 
and very popular religious pilgrimage sites. The temples of Situlpahuwa and Magul 
Vihara draw four times as many visitors to the park as the animals do.

Located in Central Colombo near Bere Lake, this 19th-century Buddhist temple com-
plex interestingly includes a vintage car museum. There's a cool Mercedes and a very 
rare Rolls-Royce Ghost from the 1920s. The temple is also a religious museum with 
examples of religious coins, jewelry, and sculpture. The temple was created around a 
sacred tree to house a sacred relic, a lock of the Buddha's hair. Each year during the 
Poya or full moon ceremony in February, there's a festival and procession around the 
area led by the temple's resident elephant.

A visit to the striking red and white brick Red Mosque called Jami Ul-Alfar Masjid will 
yield some insight into the local practice of Islam. Inside, the mosque showcases typi-
cal religious artwork and design, but it's the outside that really makes it extra special. 
The exterior red and white bricks are arranged in sometimes eye-fooling designs of 
spirals, swirls, and alternating patterns. The impact has also made the mosque a visual 
landmark, easy to spot from arriving ships.

This ancient rock fortress was once the mountaintop palace of the island's king. Be-
lieved to have been constructed during the 4th and 5th centuries CE, the palace ruins 
are at the top of a 660-foot (220-meter) rock formation.

This large museum is also called the National Museum of Colombo, and it tells the 
fascinating story of the Sri Lankan people and their culture. The museum collection 
includes various kinds of things, from artifacts to artwork along with jewelry, coins, 
money, arms, and crafts. The museum has multiple levels and showcases both cultural 
and natural exhibits. Everything is shown chronologically, starting with the island’s 
prehistoric history.

Yala National Park

Gangaramaya Temple

Red Mosque

Sigiriya

Sri Lanka National Museum

Sri Lanka 
(Travel Destinations)
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Travel Destination 

This 16th-century Dutch fortress complex has been turned into a large tourist attrac-
tion. Originally built by the Portuguese in the 16th century, most of the structures date 
to the Dutch colonial period in the 17th century. More than a fort, it's a small fortified 
village, with homes, churches, a mosque, and lots of shops all within the fortress walls.

Only 90 minutes from Colombo, this beach is all about water sports, surfing, snorkel-
ing, and scuba diving. It's one of the country's best surfing areas, with the best waves 
between November and March.

As an island, Sri Lanka is surrounded by beaches, and there really is something for ev-
eryone. For a diverse range of beach experiences, head to the Tangalle area. It's in the 
center of the southern coast of the island and a popular resort destination.

The Dambulla cave temple is a UNESCO World Heritage site. It's the largest complex in 
the country and the best preserved. Of particular interest are the beautiful, now-pre-
served and conserved colorful wall murals that decorate the cave walls.

This is one of the most sacred places on Earth for those of the Buddhist faith. The relic, 
believed to be a tooth of the Buddha, also has an influence on the politics of Sri Lanka, 
as whoever possesses the tooth is supposed to be the rightful ruler of the country. The 
Temple of the Tooth is part of the royal palace complex.

Hikkaduwa Beach

Tangalle

Golden Temple of Dambulla

Temple of the Tooth
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Rice and curry is Sri Lankan com-
fort food. Dhal curry is made from 
red lentils (masoor dhal) cooked 

in coconut milk. Onions, tomatoes 
and fresh green chilies, are sautéed 

and mixed with tempered spices 
like cumin seeds, turmeric, fenu-

greek, mustard seeds and pandan 
leaves. This is even more delicious 

when made in an earthen pot.

This Sri Lankan cuisine is like a healthy green salad prepared by mixing shredded 
green vegetables, basic spices available, coconut, chilli, onion, and Umbalakada 
fish. Enjoy this green leafy and spicey vegetable dish with some steaming hot 
white rice in an afternoon meal.

Traditionally, hoppers were cooked 
at home over coconut-shell em-
bers. Egg hoppers are garnished 

with lunu miris - a sambol of 
onions, chilies, lemon juice and 

salt. Pol sambol, which might also 
be called fresh coconut relish, is a 
simple blend of finely grated coco-

nut, red onions, dried whole chilies, 
lime juice, salt and a little fish.

Milk is added to rice flour, which 
is continuously kneaded. Later, 
cinnamon leaves are squeezed 

into a cup of coconut milk, which 
is used to make the batter. Its 
then deep fried in oil and gar-

nished with treacle syrup.

Dhal Curry

Gotu Kola Mallum Sambola – Shredded 
Greens with Coconut

Egg hoppers 
with sambol

Asmi – Magic 
of Milk and 
Cinnamon

Sri Lanka
(Cuisine)

Sri Lanka is emerging as an Asian hotspot with its stellar combination of World Heritage sites, wildlife, 
history, rich culture, pristine beaches and friendly people. For travelers it's a feast for all the senses. Sri 

Lanka is the land of palatable curries and rice. Sri Lankan cuisine has its own distinctive taste and flavors 
that can’t be ignored. The impact of years of colonization and strong influence from different countries can 

be seen in the blend of different dishes, curry concoctions, and unique types of bread
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Spices are fried in oil, coconut milk 
and tomato puree are added. Chick-

en pieces are then added to the 
thick gravy and stewed for a while. 
It tastes best with rice and bread. 

This is a popular Sri Lankan cuisine 
in Colombo. Enjoy this yummy 

chicken curry with plain rice for 
the best taste.

Spices are dry roasted, small pieces of jackfruit are mixed with the roasted spices. 
Mustard seed oil is heated in a pan, and garlic, onion, curry leaves, lemongrass and 
cinnamon are added. Then jackfruit pieces are mixed with the gravy and coconut 
mix is poured. Its then cooked for an hour.

This is one of the easiest Sri Lankan cuisine recipes when it comes to preparation. 
Fishes are cut into cubes and then sautéed in an aromatic blend of spices. It is then 
cooked until the little water is reduced. Savor this tasty Fish Thiyal for a burst of 
flavors inside your mouth.

Sri lankan cuisine is a highly 
flavoured side dish prepared by 
cutting eggplant in wedges and 
deep-frying them to give crispy 

texture. Then it’s caramelized with 
sugar, vinegar, green chillies, red 

onions, and mustard seeds.

A popular Sri Lankan cuisine, 
Kottu is prepared using flat crispy 

bread called godamba roti. The 
roti is deep fried and chopped, 
and then vegetables and spices 

are added to the mix. The prepa-
ration is served with spicy curry 
sauce. Does this remind of pasta.

Polos – A Spicy Dish of Jackfruit

Fish Ambul Thiyal – A Saporous Fish Dish

Kukul Mas Curry
A Flavoursome Curry

Wambatu Moju
An Eggplant Pickle

Kottu – Sri Lankas 
Hamburger
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A Pakistani Batsman
MOHAMMAD RIZWAN

Broke Six Records
in 2021

The year-2021 is to remem-
ber for Pakistan’s wicket-
keeper-batter Mohammad 
Rizwan who piled up re-

cord after record with his batting 
display in the shortest format. 
His match-winning performance 
against West Indies was yet anoth-
er exhibition of brilliance, in which 
he scored a scintillating 45-ball 87 
in a 158-run opening partnership 
with Babar Azam (79) to help Pa-
kistan chase down a 208-run target 
against the West Indies in Karachi 
to complete a 3-0 clean sweep.

These are the records Rizwan 
broke in just 12 months. 
Most T20I Fifties

Rizwan’s innings of 87 last 
night was his 13th T20 interna-
tional fifty-plus score, and 12th this 
year. With this half-century, he also 
carved his name in the record book 
for the most number of the T20I fif-
ties in a calendar year.
Most Sixes

In his innings against the West 
Indies, Rizwan hit three massive 
sixes, taking his total number maxi-
mums this year to 42. In the process, 
he surpassed Martin Guptill’s 41-six-
es record in the T20I format in 2021.

No other batter, barring West 
Indies’ Evin Lewis (34) and Nicholas 
Pooran (32), has hit 30 or more sixes 
in T20I cricket this year.
Most Fours

Rizwan’s 119 fours in T20I 
cricket this year is the highest by 
any international cricketer. So far, 
no batter, other than Rizwan, has 
scored 100 or more boundaries in a 
calendar year.

Most T20 Runs in a Calendar 
Year

Rizwan’s golden run in 2021 
started with a successful tour of New 
Zealand where he scored two fifties. 
This was followed by a brilliant run 
in the sixth season of PSL where he 
was the second-highest run-getter 
with 500 runs in 12 innings. He also 
had successful campaigns against 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, England, 
and then in the T20 World Cup, 
where he was the third-highest scor-
er with 285 runs.

Overall, the 29-year-old 
amassed over 2,000 T20 runs this 
year, becoming the only cricketer in 
history to achieve the milestone.
Most Runs in T20s

Rizwan’s 1,326 runs in T20Is 
is also the highest ever achieved by 
any batsman in a calendar year. He 
stands miles ahead of Chris Gayle’s 
six-year-old record of 1,165 runs 
made in 2015.
Most Player of the Series 
Awards

Rizwan scored four half-centu-
ries in his last seven T20I innings. 
Due to his consistent performances, 
he won successive Player-of-the-Se-
ries awards against Bangladesh as 
well as against the West Indies.

Overall, the right-handed bats-
man received a total of six awards 
this year; two in Test cricket and 
four in T20Is, equalling Sachin Ten-
dulkar’s 23-year-old record of most 
player of the series awards won in 
a calendar year. The Indian batting 
great had won as many awards in 
1998.
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