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Saudia-Pakistan Relations
Shifting Stands?
Worthy Readers!
he focus of this issue is to highlight the rejuvenating ties between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. In
coordination with Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
visit to KSA, both sides vowed to expand their bilateral
cordiality of ties that is emboldened by the deep ideological nexus, and longstanding multilateral partnership. The fresh diplomatic deliberations between the
two states have elevated key emblems such as security
and politics; economic cooperation; and information
and culture. In addition to that, fast changing events in
the region as well as the ongoing process of withdrawal
of US troops from Afghanistan require Islamabad and
Riyadh to closely coordinate their efforts on all fronts.
Likewise, the technological evolution has put the
big data at center stage in the understanding of our
progress towards the SDGs, determine how best to
meet those targets, and ensure accountability. In the account of this, “Big-Data for Sustainable Development”
by Mélange Magazine provides an extensive insight to
our worthy readers. This issue Mélange International
Magazine engages national and international scholars,
journalists, and expert opinion-makers to shed light
on several subjects including, The Resurgence of Great
Power Politics in Post-COVID World, US withdrawal
from Afghanistan: A lasting peace or renewed chaos,
The Economic Impetus of BRI: Growth Opportunities
for Global Companies and Strategic Imperative for China respectively. The June Edition of Mélange International Magazine is in your hands to quench your thirst
for reading and pondering upon the most significant
diplomatic developments of the month. This edition
carries many feature articles, including Pakistan-Turkey Relations, 70 Years of Ever-Lasting Pak-China
Friendship, and Ending Digital Disparity among Different Nations, and a range of other readings on diverse
topics. The Mélange Team hopes that the current edition will win your hearts and minds like its previous
editions.
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Amna Malik

Pakistan-Saudi Arbia Relations:

Author is the
Editor-in-Chief of
Melange International
Magazine,
he decades old bilateral relationship between Pakistan and the
The Asian Telegraph,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is built
and President of The
upon religious, strategic, miliCenter of Pakistan and tary and economic interests. The troika of
International Relations defense, dependence and deference persistently shape the contours of this bilateral
(COPAIR).

Shifting Stands?

Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia
enjoy strong
fraternal ties and
the two countries
have always
cooperated with
each other on
all matters of
bilateral, regional
and international
importance.
Pakistan greatly
values its
relations with
Saudi Arabia
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relation. Though, relations in transactional
world are categorically shaped by narrow
self-interests but Pakistan-Saudi ties imbibe certain qualitative features such as
spiritual cohesion and ideological bonding. The people of Pakistan have a strong
attachment to Islam. Hence, the people of
Pakistan enormously respect Saudi Arabia
as the origin of Islam, where the two holiest
cities Mecca and Medina are situated. Millions of Pakistanis visit Saudi Arabia each
year for pilgrimage of Hajj and Umrah. In
retrospect, both countries have strived their
best to compensate during instances of diverging national interests and this exhibits
the continuity of this special relationship.
The changing political leaderships and
fluctuating international political developments have tested the resilience of this ironclad nexus between Nuclear Power Pakistan
on one hand and petro-powerhouse Saudi
Arabia on the other hand. The era of Saudi
Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman is no
exception to this persistent trend. Pakistan
has always paid special attention to daunting charisma of this Arab strongman in its
diplomatic calculus, thus Muhammad bin
Salman`s visit to Pakistan in February 2019
was treated as the biggest state visit since
Chinese President Xi`s in 2015. MbS was
greeted by Prime Minister Imran Khan and
given a red-carpet welcome with a 21-gun
salute. Prime Minister Imran Khan himself

drove the Saudi Royal to the Prime Minister’s
residence, where he was met by an honour
guard. Furthermore, MbS became the first
guest to stay at the Prime Minister’s house.
Muhammad bin Salman has persistently
exhibited his favorable propensity towards
Pakistan. The 20 billion dollars lucrative
investments concomitant with deals galore
in cash-strapped Pakistan was somber reminder that prescient predictions aside,
Saudi Arabia will continue to lend colossal
economic support to Pakistan under leadership of de facto Saudi ruler MbS. Pakistan was in the grip of a major debt crisis
and was seeking a $12bn bailout from the
International Monetary Fund, but had yet
to sign the deal that comes with tough conditions. MbS extended the olive branch to
Pakistan amid bleak economic dynamics
to cajole the world that Pakistan owes favorable investment and business climate.
The Crown Prince was accompanied by a
high-powered delegation, including leading
businessmen and cabinet ministers, who
shortly after their arrival in Pakistan signed
a spate of agreements totaling more than
$20bn. MbS candidly asserted that “It’s going to grow every month, every year,” while
explaining future trajectory of economic
cooperation between the two countries.
“We believe Pakistan is going to be a very
important country in the coming future
and we want to be sure we are a part of
that.” Moreover, during era of Muhammad
bin Salman, Saudi Arabia had helped keep
Pakistan’s economy afloat by propping up
its rapidly dwindling foreign exchange reserves with a $6bn loan, giving Islamabad
breathing room as it negotiates the bailout with the International Monetary Fund.

In order to further understand the
emerging dynamics in Pakistan-Saudi
ties during era of Muhammad bin Salman, the royal who heralded new era in
Saudi monarchy, holistic observation of
this royal`s personality and way of rule
is very important. The meteoric rise of
Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman
reverberated round the entire Middle
East and world at large. Being the favorite sixth son of King Salman, Mohammed bin Salman rose from obscurity to
global fame within short span of time.
He subsequently resorted to usher his
potential and demonstrated that self-aggrandizement or financial embezzlement
is not his sole objective, a precedent set
by other monarchs, but he really wants
to steer the Kingdom towards novel trajectory. Acting like quintessential populist messiah, he embarked upon grand
rejuvenation plan of Saudi civilization,
economy and defense. By granting women long fought right to drive, he exhibited
his progressive propensity. His economic
roadmap that is “vision 2030” tends to
revamp the contours of Saudi economic trajectory towards more sustainable
options such as renewable energy, tourism and technology. This depicts his propensity to relinquish orthodox rules and
pave way for innovation.
In his scramble for investments in
the East, Mohammed bin Salman today
is dedicated to deepening and diversifying ties with Pakistan. Pakistan constitutionally being an Islamic Republic and
the sole nuclear-armed Muslim-majority
country is strategically placed to mediate the world`s most fierce geopolitical
competitions in Middle East. Meanwhile,
Saudi Arabia is undergoing inevitable
structural adjustment plans in their bid
to diversify their economic toolkit, from
a traditional hydro-carbon based economy to a dynamic one, and this economic
sense will serve as buffer against economic and geostrategic shocks. As an
emerging trans-shipment powerhouse,
Pakistan and its flagship project the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is

potentially a strategic prospect to diversify Saudi Arabia`s investment portfolio

and trans-regional trade partnerships.
The MbS` vision ‘2030’ tends to diversify
and modernize the Saudi economy and
for that purpose, Pakistan presents itself
as an excellent opportunity for investments.
Myriad regional developments illustrate that regional order is dramatically changing after Muhammad bin
Salman`s ascent to throne such as rapprochement with Israel, burgeoning Indian footprint, and American strategic
retrenchment. To navigate these turbulent waters of regional realpolitik, Pakistan must refurbish its Middle East grand
strategy and Saudi centric diplomacy by
robustly ‘marketing’ its potential, to build
sustainable relationships, instead of expecting intermittent Arab largesse. Now
the question arises that can Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia refurbish their ties under
the new dynamic leadership of Muhammad bin Salman and Pakistani PM Imran
Khan, steering the course out of vicious
transaction towards mutually beneficial cohesion? From 2018 through most
of 2019, it seemed as if Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan and Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MbS) had
a budding friendship. As Khan came
to power in the
summer of 2018,
a Saudi economic
aid package was already in the works
— partly the result
of the Pakistan
Army’s
military
diplomacy. In October 2018, Khan
returned to Saudi
Arabia for the sec-

ond time in as many months at the personal request of MbS to attend his Future
Investment Initiative conference.. The
first $1 billion tranche of the $3 billion
loan package to Pakistan was delivered
while Abu Dhabi, Riyadh’s copartner in
the region, followed with a comparable
aid package.
Thus, during PM Imran Khan`s May
visit to Jeddah saw both actors agreeing to mend their strained ties. Hence,
Saudi Arabia and longstanding ally Pakistan signed several agreements on
Saturday 8th May and vowed to revive
ties strained by months of disagreement
over policy on the Kashmir dispute. On
his seventh visit to the wealthy kingdom
since his 2018 election, Pakistani Prime
Minister Imran Khan was given a warm
welcome by Saudi officials in the western coastal city of Jeddah. “They affirmed
the depth of relations between the two
brotherly countries and underscored the
importance of expanding and intensifying aspects of bilateral cooperation and
coordination,” a Saudi statement said.
In the latest attempt to reinvigorate
the relationship, Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan arrived in Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia for a three-day visit with Saudi
leadership. Ahead of Khan, Pakistan’s
Army Chief, Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa,
reached Riyadh on to lay the groundwork
for a fresh start. Meanwhile, Tahir Ashrafi, Khan’s special aide on religious harmony, told media outlets that talks will
cover a green deal; enhanced trade cooperation; and collaborations in media,
information, and cultural exchange. He
said they will also discuss a joint strategy
against terrorism.
Owing to his reformatory proclivities, Crown Prince MbS is most revered
foreign dignitary in Pakistan. His bonhoJune 2021 Melange | 7

mie with Pakistani PM and financial pipeline during strenuous economic situation
made him win the hearts of Pakistanis.
During his visit to Pakistan in February
2019, MBS assured Prime Minister Imran Khan: “Consider me an ambassador
of Pakistan in Saudi Arabia.” If Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia under de facto ruler MBS
successfully achieves economic rejuvenation concomitant with substantial societal change, then it will bode well not
only for Islamic world but also for global
community.
Retrospectively, history matters little in the bilateral relationship today. Former Saudi intelligence chief Prince Turki
bin Faisal once described ties between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia as “probably
one of the closest relationships in the
world between any two countries without any official treaty.” Likewise, both
partners share an extensive economic
relationship. Currently, 2.5 million Pakistan’s contributes to the economic prosperity of KSA and it also generates remittances of $2 billion for Pakistan. Also,
bilateral cooperation is further deepened
in the energy sector as KSA is the largest
source of the petroleum industry of Pakistan. It also plans to set up a $10Bn oil
refinery in Gwadar and likely to invest in
the Reko-Diq mine. KSA also vows to use
CPEC routes to supply petroleum products. Besides, multidimensional military
cooperation over the years both states
have developed a strong military nexus.
KSA is the largest importer of Pakistani
arms and defense products. Approximately 70000 Pakistani personnel serving in the KSA’s military.
However, the paradigm shift in the
regional geopolitical sphere has made
the relations subtle and elusive, which
needs to be addressed through mutual
diplomatic efforts. From Pakistan’s perspective, following reformative policy
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measures can be opted to ensure the enduring and smooth trajectory of bilateral
ties with Saudi Arabia. As Riyadh has assured its support for the BRI and vowed
to diversify its economy from a largely
oil-based model through collaboration
and foreign investments, this is a key
converging point of economic interests.
Pakistan’s foreign policy statecraft
must be cognizant that foreign policy is
not an end itself, rather means to achieve
national objectives, through diplomatic
tactics and means available at the state`s
disposal. The success or failure of diplomatic maneuvering substantially depends upon means available which can
cajole foreign actors to capitalize. These
means could be economic prowess, military largesse, cultural artifacts or ideology. Pakistan can launch multi-pronged
charm offensive in any region, including
Muhammad bin Salman`s Saudi Arabia,
if means to achieve Pakistan’s foreign
policy agendas are diversified and effectively ‘marketed’ through diplomatic tactics. Going forward, Pakistan should by
all means work towards improving and
strengthening the bilateral relationship
with Saudi Arabia. However, this should
not come at the cost of sovereignty; this
country must
remain free to
take decisions
regarding foreign
policy
that are in its
best interest.
Moreover, Pakistan
must
work hard to
stabilize
its
internal economic
and
political situation so that
both friends

and foes are unable to exploit its weaknesses.
From the Saudi perspective, it holds
unconditional assistance over its diplomatic endeavor from Islamabad, and
cordial relations with a nuclear state potentially uplifts its posture in the realm
of politics. The majority of the political
pundits or experts usually take one side
of the picture- apprising the dynamics of
relations through the lens of diplomatic and economic exigencies of Pakistan,
however, it always holds a twofold trajectory that serves the interests of KSA and
Pakistan respectively. It is quite evident,
Pakistan is shifting its diplomatic preferences from security to a geo-economic
oriented state. This transition also allows
it rejuvenate to its ties with old allies in
aligned the contemporary dynamics of
the global paradigm. The stalled ties with
Pakistan means, ultimately push Pakistan
towards the Iranian bloc that has been
on the rise given the recent trends of the
geo-economic developments under the
umbrella of BRI. In a broader spectrum,
Pakistan and KSA remain the frontline allies of the USA however in recent years
the strategic partnership of both the
states under flux due to the shift of the US
policies, and with Biden administration,
at center stage. In such circumstances,
KSA can look forward towards Beijing to
uplift its weightage vis-à-vis its relations
with the great powers, and in this domain, Pakistan has already become a key
mediating prospect. Likewise, KSA tends
to foster an alliance with the great power-driven through its security exigencies,
in particular concerning Iran.
Given the fact, the cordial ties bring
positive-sum gains for both the actors,
in an account of this, Pakistan needs to
revisit its diplomatic maneuverings towards the KSA. First, there is an existing
gap that spurs into misperceptions-Islamabad should reassure the kingdom’s
leadership that ties between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia remain firm despite Is-

lamabad’s engagement with other Muslim countries, and such efforts are envisioned to empower the global Muslim
community rather than creating fissures.
Over the past few years, the bilateral
ties between the Pak-KSA preluded with
skepticism and uncertainty, and military
establishment has been the major source
of conducting diplomacy, therefore there
is a dire need off intersection into the
domestic policy apparatus to clear the
air. In addition to that, on the matter of
Israel recognition, the state-level delegation should present a clear and staunch
narrative based on the pronouncement
of national interests, rather than opting
for a policy that places it in an unorthodox position. In institutional mechanism,
Islamabad needs to look at dynamics of
ties beyond the bilateral level and in this
regard, inclusive affordable cooperation
to the KSA through OIC, GCC forums can
another key venue to transcend their
sphere of ties.
Even the Great Powers have committed colossal foreign policy blunders
despite plethora of intellectual and material resources at their disposal. Pakistan
has never pursued expansionist designs
or what Paul Kennedy refers to as “Imperial Lurch”. Pakistan`s second major
foreign policy decision was influenced by
American interest to safeguard access to
oil in GCC states. Shrewd foreign policy
decision making requires holistic indigenous knowledge, experience and understanding of particular region. Middle
East is the most volatile region of world
featuring myriad flashpoints, burning
conflicts, civil wars and geopolitical faultlines. Ironically, the region also boasts
wealthiest states of world that can influence corridors of power in Great Powers.
Likewise, inter-state level contentions are another key driver that opens
a window for Pakistan’s role as mediator, pushing the peace agenda, Pakistan

can offer to mediate a role to defuse the
escalating tensions between the Middle
Eastern states. It is pertinent to mention
that Israel’s normalization drive in the
Middle East is at the peak, Indian would
pitch deceitful propaganda against Pakistan- KSA pressurizing Pakistan for
Israel recognition through print, electronic and social media that needs to be
neutralized proactively. As far as military
cooperation is concerned, Saudi Arabia’s
largest importer of Pakistani arms, state
officials visit must ensure the probability
maximizations of the weapons exports to
the KSA. For that Islamabad can extended assistance in defence cooperationmilitary training programs, conducting
joint exercises would further propel the
bilateral ties. Pakistani Diaspora in the
KSA has been another key prospect of
cooperation, currently, over 2.5 million
Pakistanis work in the KSA and send remittance to the tone of roughly between
$5 billion to $6bn that remains one of the
major resources for the foreign remittances, Pakistan should seek maximum
concessions for them to ensure the economic leverages intact. Besides manpower, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan can
also work closely within the framework
of “Saudi Vision 2030.” The two countries
have unexploited proven mineral resources. Thus, investment in geophysics
and other mining-related disciplines will
pay huge dividends in the long run. Over
the Yemen and Syrian crisis, Pakistan
should persist in its non-interventionist approach. Offer KSA, extended CPEC
partnership that will deepen its regional
sphere of engagement.
To conclude, both the nations need
to avert the grievances and resentments
concerning their dynamics of bilateral
ties to foster a strong prospect of sustainable engagement and cooperation for
the future. A pragmatic policy based on
positive sum-gains by Islamabad- Riyadh

would better accomplish their respective
interests. Any opportunity for regional
peace and stability must be capitalized
by Islamabad to uplift its posture. Moving
forward, Pakistan should, by all means,
work towards improving and strengthening the bilateral relationship with
Saudi Arabia. However, this should not
come at the cost of Pakistan’s national
sovereignty by any means; Pakistan must
remain free to make decisions regarding
foreign policy that are in its best interest.
Moreover, Pakistan must work hard to
stabilize its internal economic and political fault lines in order that both friends
and foes are unable to exploit Pakistan’s
transient structural vulnerabilities.

As an emerging transshipment powerhouse,
Pakistan offers substantial
opportunity to Muhammad bin
Salman`s Saudi-Arabia, under
umbrella of CPEC, to remain
relevant in Eurasian Century.
A dynamic foreign policy can
ensure Pakistan`s primacy in
emerging Saudi calculus by
marketing its contemporary
potential through multipronged charm offensive.
Pakistan has never channelized
its diplomatic clout in the
region to alleviate regional and
domestic security concerns.
For instance, Pakistan`s
foreign policy statecraft
has never projected the
country as counter-terrorism
model, worthy of emulation.
The statistics by National
Counter Terrorism Authority
Report 2018 enshrined
that Pakistan circumvented
domestic terrorism by 58pc
from 2010. Pakistan`s Saudicentric strategy must cajole
Saudi sponsored regional
multilateral regimes, such as
41 country Islamic Military
Counter Terrorism Coalition
(IMCTC), to combat terror
threat by jointly.
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BIG DATA

FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Awais Siddique
Author is the Digital
Editor of the Mélange
International Magazine,
Assistant Editor of The
Asian Telegraph, and
Research Associate at
the Center of Pakistan
and International
Relations (COPAIR).

Big data can
act as a force
for greater
political
and societal
empowerment
and change but
it necessitates
data literacy
and a dataeducated
citizenry.
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ig data has become a buzzword
now and all sorts of businesses,
non-profits, governments, and other groups are now leveraging the
torrent of digital data by analyzing
it for their benefit. Among numerous benefits of Big Data, it provides new opportunities and possibilities such as improved
operational efficiency, improved customer
satisfaction, drive for innovation, and maximizing profits, etc. Big data also has the
potential to help significantly improve the
quality of life for much of the world’s population. This is why the governments and
non-governmental organizations are using
it to track progress and make sure their
decisions are evidence-based; strengthen
accountability; improve services, enhance
operational efficiency, and most importantly, the early identification of risks and patterns, which lead us to bring sustainability.
Here we will be featuring the reports
and analysis of the UN and SDG bodies
focused on harnessing the Big Data for
improving their understanding of certain topics and practices. The United Nations, governments, not-for-profits, and
other groups are using big data to help
achieve the UN’s sustainable development goals or SDGs — a set of 17 targets
related to protecting the natural environment, reducing inequality, improving
health outcomes, and other things that
will make life better around the world.
There are many ways in which we
could use data to improve our understanding of our progress towards the SDGs, determine how best to meet those targets,
and ensure accountability. The United Nations has set up a task team to explore how
to use big data to help achieve the SDGs. A
survey by the task team found that big data
projects most frequently focused on the
“no poverty” goal and that mobile phone
data was the most common data source.
Pulse Lab Jakarta, a joint effort between the United Nations and the government of Indonesia, is working on

various big data projects related to the
SDGs. One of their projects is the Vulnerability Analysis Monitoring Platform for
Impact of Regional Events (VAMPIRE)
platform, which analyzes satellite imagery and creates maps that incorporate
anomalies related to climate and rainfall
to help track slow-onset climate changes.
Another project, the Manitoba Bioeconomy Atlas, comes from the International Institute for Sustainable Development and involves the creation of a
web-based spatial inventory of biomass
sources. Biomass producers can use the
data to optimally locate biomass refineries, and biomass consumers can use
it to source biomass and calculate costs.
There are many other potential uses for
big data related to the SDGs. Mobile phone
data, for instance, could be used to track
the movement of populations, such as refugees, to improve preparations. Data analysis could help predict changes in food prices. The possibilities are virtually endless.
The opportunities related to big
data are plentiful, but there are also numerous challenges and risks. Collecting,
storing, and analyzing large amounts of
data is in itself challenging. It requires
advanced technology and infrastructure, which can be expensive. This limits
the access of less developed countries to
this technology. In the survey by the UN’s
bid data task team, the team received
much higher response rates from high-income countries than lower-income ones.
Privacy is another significant concern. It’s essential that those processing
respect the rights of those they collect data
from. The fact that much data is collected
passively can complicate this. Even removing sensitive information from data sets
may not always be enough to guarantee
privacy, since people could be identified by
combining information from multiple data
sets. Those handling personal data need
to take steps to protect subjects’ privacy.

The United Nations Statistics Division has already developed a thorough
record of Big Data projects. And this inventory contains both previous as well as
the existing undertakings based on the
making use of scanner information from
the supermarket chains as well as other retailers. It also includes information
about the online prices attained from
web scraping. It is used to generate price
catalogs in many countries.
To ensure that access to insights
from big data across many industries is
widely available, public-private partnership is the key to operationalize the concept of ‘data philanthropy,’ whereby companies’ data can be safely and responsibly
used for sustainable development and
humanitarian action. For example, in
2016, Global Pulse formed a partnership
with the social media network Twitter.
Every day, people around the world send
hundreds of millions of tweets in dozens
of languages. Such social conversations
The UN, through several of its
groups, has issued recommendations
and guidelines for the use of big data related to SDGs. Among the goals of these
guidelines are ensuring privacy and increasing access to data worldwide. The
private and public sectors, as well as
countries and organizations from around
the world, will have to work together to
accomplish the UN’s SDGs and to ensure
that we can take full advantage of the
benefits big data and machine learning
can provide related to achieving them.
The national statistical organizations recently reported that disaggregation of the stats by location for plenty of
different SDG indicators. Although, the
disaggregation is pretty scant for a few of
the SDG indicators. However, it is all the
thinner when it comes to specifically the
disabled population as well as the indigenous peoples.
Now, most of the NSOs have happily acknowledged that the only technique
through which they will be able to fulfill SDGs’ disaggregated data needs is to
make good use of innovative procedures
and data sources.
Plenty of governmental bodies
are already using small area estimation
(SAE) techniques which are aimed to
enhance the direct survey approximations particularly small areas (or tiny
sub-populations) with supplementary
data inputs like the census records). SAE
methods help to attain more granular information on poverty or nutrition.

Some popular NSOs also provided
information about their current level of
existing photo/satellite images, phone
data, web-scraped costs, online cost data,
same as social media data. Plenty of the
respondents see Big Data as a fruitful
new way to address the not so happening
data gaps for SDGs. However, just a very
few numbers have Big Data projects at
the moment.
Big Data gathered from a host of
search engines, electronic gadgets, social
media, as well as from a variety of sensors tracking gadgets and satellite images now offer a novel information source
to the NSSs, which includes 3 Vs volume,
velocity, as well as variety. And, this beautifully supports the statistics, which are
gathered from traditional sources. Big
data is currently being explored sequentially for many different types of development purposes.
A large number of the respondents
see For example, in Jakarta, Twitter interactions on the cost of rice have offered
a ground-breaking way to review the
actual costs. In the Philippines, World
Bank is working in collaboration with the
ride-hailing service supplier to launch
the Open Traffic Initiative. They are presently using the company’s driver data to
get almost real-time traffic information
and related statistics, like flow, speed, as
well as information about the delays at
intersections. This information will help
to study critical parts of traffic management.

The Data Revolution

With a host of SDG indicators
to review, Big Data can easily
supplement
customary
data
sources to keep a better track
of the development plans. The
Sustainable Development Goals
provide particular, time-bound,
and computable objectives in
collaboration with the national
development strategies same as
priorities. Though, with more than
230 SDG indicators; plenty of which
need proper disaggregation by
various parameters like location,
gender, income, age, and a host of
other appropriate dimensions gathering the required granular data
to review all SDGs as well as their
objectives is not at all an easy feat
for the existing national statistical
systems (NSS). To understand the
level of capability of the national
statistical systems specifically for
the SDG era, The United Nations
Economic and Social Commission
takes into account the 22 nations’
experience in disseminating the
SDG indicators as well as using a
host of different varieties of data
sources.
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contain real-time information on many
issues, including food costs, the availability of jobs, access to health care, quality
of education, and reports of natural disasters. The partnership will allow UN
development and humanitarian agencies
to turn the public data into actionable
information to aid communities around
the globe. Other examples of partnerships include the GSMA’s “Big Data for
Social Good” initiative, which leverages
mobile operators’ big data capabilities
to address humanitarian crises, including epidemics and natural disasters;
Data for Climate Action, a competition
that connected researchers around the
world with data and tools from leading
companies to enable data-driven climate
solutions; and Data Collaboratives, a new
form of collaboration beyond the public-private partnership model, in which
participants from different sectors (and
companies in particular) exchange their
data to create public value.
Big Data is a very fresh and innovative way to fill in the present data
gaps for SDGs. It just that we have to expand its usage. More and more projects
will also have to start using the power
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of Big Data analytics solutions as well.
However, with all its boons, there are
certain risks associated with the use of
big data by development bodies, such
as the fundamental elements of human
rights must be safeguarded to realize
the opportunities presented by big data:
privacy, ethics, and respect for data sovereignty require us to assess the rights
of individuals along with the benefits of
the collective. Much new data is collected
passively – from the ‘digital footprints’
people leave behind and from sensor-enabled objects – or is inferred via algorithms. Because big data is the product
of unique patterns of behavior of individuals, the removal of explicit personal
information may not fully protect privacy. Combining multiple datasets may lead
to the re-identification of individuals or
groups of individuals, subjecting them to
potential harms. Proper data protection
measures must be put in place to prevent
data misuse or mishandling.
There is also a risk of growing inequality and bias. Major gaps are already
opening up between the data haves and
have-nots. Without action, a whole new
inequality frontier will split the world

between those who know, and those who
do not. Many people are excluded from
the new world of data and information by
language, poverty, lack of education, lack
of technology infrastructure, remoteness
or prejudice, and discrimination. There is
a broad range of actions needed, including building the capacities of all countries
and particularly the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs), Land-locked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island
Developing States (SIDS).
Achievement of the SDGs in our digital world will require recognition of the
need not only to prevent misuse of data
but also to ensure that when data can be
used responsibly for the public good, it is.
The Secretary-General’s Independent Expert Advisory Group on a Data
Revolution for Sustainable Development
(IEAG) has made specific recommendations on how to address these challenges,
calling for a UN-led effort to mobilize the
data revolution for sustainable development, by:
1. Fostering and promoting innovation to fill data gaps.
2. Mobilizing resources to overcome inequalities between developed

and developing countries and between
data-poor and data-rich people.
3. Leadership and coordination to
enable the data revolution to play its full
role in the realization of sustainable development.
The uptake of big data analytics is
accelerating across the UN system with a
growing number of UN agencies, funds,
and programmes implementing and scaling operational applications for development and humanitarian use. The UN
Development Group has issued general
guidance on data privacy, data protection, and data ethics concerning the use
of big data, collected in real-time by private sector entities as part of their business offerings, and shared with UNDG
members to strengthen operational implementation of their programmes to
support the achievement of the 2030
Agenda.
The first UN World Data Forum
held in January 2017 brought together over 1,400 data users and producers
from the public and private sectors, policymakers, academia, and civil society
to explore ways to harness the power of
data for sustainable development. It produced important outcomes, including the
launch of the Cape Town Global Action
Plan for Sustainable Development Data.
The next meeting will be held in October
2020.
In short, Big data can potentially
revolutionize current official statistical
systems in one of several ways: a) Entirely replace existing statistical sources
such as surveys; b) Partially replace existing statistical sources such as surveys;
c) Provide complementary statistical in-

formation in the same statistical domain
but from other perspectives; d) Improve
estimates from statistical sources, and e)
Provide completely new statistical information in a particular statistical domain.
However, it is sure that this data
revolution will also have few loopholes,
such as it cannot completely replace the
traditional surveys because it requires
to fine-tune models to ground realities.
Then we need to pay particular attention to ‘representativity’ of these new
data sources that are being leveraged i.e.
how accurately it reflects the population.
Marginalization in the real world can often result in marginalization in the digital world beyond just issues of access to
technologies or being represented in the
digitized data. Similarly, the developing
economies, in particular, have much lower levels of ‘datafication’ than developed
economies, thus there is a need to have
an equal focus on their digitization for
the realization of SDGs –which is a global
agenda.
In a nutshell, big data can act as a
force for greater political and societal
empowerment and change but it necessitates data literacy and data-educated
citizenry. For this, we have to promote
literacy in the age of big data and see this
as a building block to contribute to the
SDGs through Big Data. This will require
much more sustained and strategic engagement and investments and be much
more disruptive of current decision-making processes and political structures
than developing Big Data and SDG pilots,
which may nonetheless serve a real purpose, but if and only if they are part of a
broader and more complex vision.

Big Data for Development
and Humanitarian Action

In 2015, the world embarked
on a new development agenda
underpinned by the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Achieving these goals requires
integrated action on social,
environmental, and economic
challenges, with a focus
on inclusive, participatory
development that leaves no
one behind. Critical data for
global, regional, and national
development policymaking is
still lacking. Many governments
still do not have access to
adequate data on their entire
populations. This is particularly
true for the poorest and most
marginalized, the very people
that leaders will need to focus
on if they are to achieve zero
extreme poverty and zero
emissions by 2030, and to ‘leave
no one behind in the process.
Big data can shed light on
disparities in society that were
previously hidden. For example,
women and girls, who often
work in the informal sector or at
home, suffer social constraints
on their mobility and are
marginalized in both private
and public decision-making.
Much of the big data with the
most potential to be used for the
public good is collected by the
private sector. As such, publicprivate partnerships are likely
to become more widespread.
The challenge will be ensuring
they are sustainable over time,
and that clear frameworks are
in place to clarify roles and
expectations on all sides.
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Though the
object of being a
Great Power is to
be able to fight a
Great War,
the only way
of remaining a
Great Power is
not to fight one.
― A.J.P Taylor
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The Resurgence of

Great Power Politics
in a Post-Pandemic World

he debilitating blow inflicted
by the global COVID pandemic
was supposed to unite the Great
powers against common enemy of humanity. Ironically, the
schism between global North and global
South is burgeoning concomitant with vaccination drive which disproportionately
benefits haves over haves not. The Pollyannaish vision of hyper-globalized interconnected world is fading from memory while
specter of fragmented ‘durable anarchy’
seems to be writing on the wall. The ensuing vaccine nationalism has already pitted
China, US, Russia, UK and Israel into bitter
competition while Machiavellian vaccine
diplomacy to win strategic partners depicts that far from tempering geopolitical
rivalries, the pandemic is exacerbating the
existing geopolitical fault-lines. Core states
are fast accelerating towards herd immunity while peripheral states are battling the
worst waves of infection. Since, vaccines
and aids are already shaping contours of
post-pandemic world order, its blatantly evident that Great Powers now wield
astronomical power to coerce and cajole
vulnerable states of global periphery. Sardonically, globalized economic landscape
was envisioned to foster cooperation and
mutual reinforcement during taxing times
but new world economic order is already
witnessing the cold clash of titans over
meager resources. The pandemic induced
global financial recession has already engulfed colossal conglomerates and mighty
business ventures. Against the backdrop of
global economic meltdown, Great Power
competition is rearing its ugly head again.
Hence, Pandemic and prospects of medical
holocaust have drastically changed everything, except our way of thinking.

Prior to pandemic sword of Damocles, the world was witnessing bitter mutually destructive trade war between global goliaths. The trade and investment was
take back seat while populism and protectionism was rule of the day. All prophecies
of inextricable integration were obsolete
as de-coupling was the new normal. Before
outbreak of Covid-19, climate change was
the substantial existential threats to humanity which required robust Great Power
cooperation to mitigate the looming disaster. Despite myriad warnings from climate
activists and environmentalists, narrow
politico-economic interests were accorded
primacy over survival of humanity. Instead
of combating climate change by pooling
resources, Great Powers were embroiled
in murky blame game to inflict maximum
reputational damage to their competitor.
Thereafter, Covid-19 induced health catastrophe witnessed the bleak blame again
whereby there were systematic efforts
to single out one state and divert all condemnation against it. The contemporary
vaccine centric world order depicts cruel
Great Power Machiavellian tactics whereby
instead of lending unconditional support
to severely hit countries, the dictates of
realpolitik are deciding factor. The Global
heavyweights are striving to entice countries from their rival`s sphere of influence
through vaccines. Furthermore, vaccine
diplomacy is practical manifestation of
power politics as ambitious global actors
are lending this critical support only to
win geopolitical concessions and partners
against strategic competitors.
Where there is great power, there is
great responsibility.”
― Sir Winston Churchill

Biden administration`s goldilocks
foreign policy is fluctuating between
‘America First’ and ‘Make the World Safe
for Democracy’. The fresh imposition of
sanctions upon Russia concomitant with
accusing China of genocide exhibit the
changing tide of international politics
post-pandemic. The idealist foreign policy approach outlined by Biden during
election campaign is no more relevant
in his realist foreign policy calculations.
Thus, US not only expelled Russian diplomats but imposed bevy of fresh sanctions
upon Russia to avenge its alleged role in
meddling 2016 US elections. This murky
game of sanctions and tariffs might trigger further escalation, leading states towards full blown conflict. Graham Allison
in his magnum opus “Destined for War:
Can America and China Escape Thucydides` Trap?” candidly propounded that;
“Readers who wonder whether a
trade conflict could escalate into nuclear
war should pay careful attention to the
curious path that led Japan and the United States to Pearl Harbor. If the thought
of a nation provoking its adversary into
war to advance its own domestic agenda
seems implausible, remember Bismarck.
For insights into the ways in which naval rivalries can propel national governments to bloody war, the interplay between England and the Dutch Republic is
instructive”.
The blazing flashpoints in post-pandemic world are Ukraine and Taiwan.
Revanchist power Russia is assembling
substantial number of troops on its border with Ukraine, proportional to number of troops during 2014 annexation
of Crimea. Meanwhile the revisionist
economic goliath China is persistently
increasing its military jets in Taiwan`s
Air Identification Zones. American Secretary of State Blinken and Joe Biden have
repeatedly employed incendiary rhetoric vis-à-vis other Great Powers. Calling Russian strongman Putin a “killer”
while Chinese “re-education program” in
Xinjiang as “genocide” is tantamount to
deliberate brinkmanship. Furthermore,
US is persistently lifting restrictions on
Americans meeting Taiwanese officials.
Though both these flashpoints are thousands of miles away from eachother with
different actors involved but there is one
connecting dot and that is resurgence
of Great Power Politics. The American
grand strategy regarding Taiwan and
Ukraine is not explicitly outlined without any concrete promise of help in case
of foreign invasion but this “strategic
ambiguity” is simultaneously dangerous because it presents the chance of
American intervention if US found it in-

evitable to “contain” a resurgent power.
Ivo Daalder, a former US ambassador to
NATO, argues that: “Moscow and Beijing
will look closely at how we react in one
situation to set the stage for the other.”
Daalder suggests that “we need greater
strategic clarity on what we would do if
Russia moved militarily against Ukraine,
or China on Taiwan”.
It is an open secret that Pandemic
has exacerbated pre-existing tensions
among Great Powers. Now the question
arises that why global protagonists are
choosing confrontation over cooperation
at extremely fatal moment? It`s the Economy Stupid! (quoting Bill Clinton`s strategist James Carville). The breakdown of
supply chains and transport networks
amid strict lockdowns has wrecked
global economy. Economic troubles often translate into disruption of domestic orders. In order to divert attention
from mishandling of pandemic, politicians need scapegoat to divert attention
of their gullible public. The concoction
of existential external threat concomitant with military muscle-flexing would
serve as useful tool to salvage crumbling domestic standing. Furthermore,
as global economy is resuming business
as usual, states are trying to maximize
their dividends and this brutally self-interested propensity reduces room for
peaceful co-existence. Adding insult to
injury, the pandemic has bequeathed unprecedented powers to state in order to
protect their citizens. Now, the democracies even resemble techno-authoritarian
governance models whereby state has
aggrandized monopoly over entire decision-making apparatus. These dynamics
exhibit greater proclivity of sleepwalking
towards confrontation because democratic deliberation is now obsolete and
state is substantially powerful enough to
impose its decisions.
Outlining American Grand Strategy
in post-pandemic world, Biden roared

in Munich Security Conference, held in
February 2021; “America is back. We are
not looking backward,” Biden pledged.
“We are looking forward, together.” Still,
one aspect of the Trump administration’s
foreign policy is shaping the contours of
present administration`s foreign policy
and that is ironically great power competition. “We must prepare together for
a long-term strategic competition,” Biden
told conference attendees, adding that
“competition with China is going to be
stiff.” This explains that why great power
competition is still buzzword in international political spheres. Former U.S. Defense Secretary James Mattis argued in
June 2017 that a “return to great-power
competition places the international order under assault,” while the US National
Security Strategy released later that year
enshrined that “after being dismissed
as a phenomenon of an earlier century,
great power competition returned.” Pandemic has already mercilessly assaulted
the liberal international world order by
engulfing multilateralism, economic inter-dependence and integration. The exponential rise in zero-sum geopolitical is
final straw in camel`s back while demonstrating that post-pandemic world order
will be brutally competitive.
In anarchic world system of self-interested states, apparently Great-Power
maneuvering is normal feature of international politics. For instance, the 2017
National Security Strategy of US portrays
the world order as an “arena of continuous competition”. Retrospectively
speaking, global giants have always manoeuvred to aggrandize more power and
resources, be it 16th-century rivalries
among empires, the imperialist jostle
for Africa, or the Cold War bloc politics
between the capitalist and communist
protagonists, actors have persistently
scrambled for supremacy and influence.
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As the Georgetown University professor
Daniel Nexon candidly describes it “competition among great powers cannot return, because it never really went away.”
The acclaimed political scientist
Robert Kagan argued recently that the
biggest question of the coming decades
may be whether countries can “confine
the global competition to the economic and political realms and thus spare
themselves and the world from the horrors of the next Great War or even the
still frightening confrontations of another cold war.”
The central concern for global community must not be the debate on whether Great Power competition is returning
again or not because it never vanished
from global political panorama. The military primacy of US was already declining
concomitant with aggressive persistent
pushbacks from revisionist actors. The
economic footprint was also substantially balanced after rise of China as economic giant. Ironically, the “seismic effects” of
pandemic are further jolting the postcold war world order. Still, there exists
palpable exuberance among some intelligentsia who believe that states grow
and prosper after crushing crises and
contemporary compendium of ominous
medical threat illustrated that world order is resilient. CNN`s prestigious journalist Fareed Zakaria in his book ‘Ten
Lessons for Post-Pandemic World’ notes
that; “This ugly pandemic has opened up
a path to a new world.”
The foreign policy of any state is
guided by interests, not ideology. The
ideological principles would have coerced Great Powers to unconditionally
cooperate with eachother to mitigate the
medical disaster jointly. Narrow interests
propel states to turn blind eye to shared
objectives and pursue self-centric perilous bargain. Thus, ‘era of convergence’
has long been over and Fukuyama`s ‘End
of History’ has died tragic death. The
post-pandemic world order is more vulnerable than ever to totalitarian tactics,
economic coercion and political med-
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dling. The burgeoning technology assisted state control has trapped the humanity in ‘iron cage’. Instead of securing
bipartisan global consensus to treat pandemics like Weapons of Mass Destruction, world`s big guns are gearing up to
take the seat of emperor. Though, US still
enjoys leadership of world by virtue of its
military superiority and control of global economic statecraft, so it possesses
the ability to inflict crippling sanctions
upon its adversaries. The increasingly
bellicose revisionist global actors would
strike back with retaliatory tariffs and
sanctions, further eroding the buoyancy
of post-Covid global economic order. The
consequent inflation would trickle down
to ordinary citizens while disproportionately breaking the backbone of peripheries. If past is a prologues, economic pains
often jolt entire government machinery
and disruption of social orders will not
only foment unrest locally but also proliferate globally. The harrowing saga of
European refugee crisis is stark reminder that local crises could wreck social orders of entire continent. Thus, the trending buzzword ‘Return of Great Power
Competition’ dangerously conceals ugly
realities of scramble for influence and
power.

The Francis Fukuyama`s ‘End of
History’ thesis asserted that world could
never envision any idea as powerful as
globalization and consequent ‘capitalist
world order’. Though, he prophesized
that more ideas will continue to pose
challenge to existing order but post-pandemic world order is illustrating that era
of convergence was nothing more than
phantasmagorical delusion. In a 2002
book titled The Ideas That Conquered
the World, Michael Mandelbaum of Johns
Hopkins University anticipated that the
world was dominated by three major
ideas: “peace as the preferred basis for
relations among countries; democracy
as the optimal way to organize political
life within them; and the free market as
the indispensable vehicle for producing
wealth.” These ideas provided the basis
for a “market centered international order” that “commanded almost universal
allegiance not only because every country saw potential benefit in it but also
because there was no viable alternative.”The hyper-globalized convergence
was envisioned to garner bipartisan
support in order to collectively tackle
common challenges. The tyranny of global pandemic fell short of securing Great
Power cooperation and strongmen round

the world strived to convert the pandemic challenge to advance personalized cult
and narrow geopolitical designs. The
global goliaths must pay heed to Henry
Kissinger who argued, “An equilibrium
can never be permanent but must be adjusted in constant struggles”.
Thomas Wright in his work “All
Measures Short of War; The Contest for
21st Century” rightly propounded that;
“As the United States competes with Russia and China, and as it works to impose
stability in the Middle East, it cannot lose
sight of the many areas in which the United States must cooperate with its rivals
out of a shared interest. Volatility in the
global economy, climate change, counterterrorism, and nuclear proliferation are
challenges for all major powers regardless of their geopolitical ambitions—and
they are problems for which progress
is extremely unlikely without sustained
cooperation. The issue is whether it is
possible to cooperate on these problems
while competing on others”. According to these assertions, paradigm shift
in post-pandemic international political architecture is imperative to secure
Great Power cooperation on challenges
posing existential threats to humanity.
The ‘competitive co-existence’ is possible to promote constructive engagement
and healthy competition. This concept is
practically feasible as well because there
are plenty of states which are cooperating in various spheres despite outstanding differences. The example of US-India
engagement despite propensity of later
towards illiberal saffron jingoism is striking in this regard.
This approach resembles the idea of
“managed strategic competition” promulgated by former Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd. While acknowledging the
realist dictates of international politics,
Rudd propounds those realist propensities of self-interested states could never
be completely diminished but could be
effectively managed by prudence and
shrewd policy-making. Thus the cold
battle for supremacy in post-pandemic
world could never be completely circumvented but management is possible to
keep this rivalry within limits. This nationalist posturing of world leaders and
demonization of ‘others’ is hampering
the prospects of global economic recovery while propagating resentment epidemic. This self-righteous indignation is
sapping the potential of states to offer
their contribution in mitigating global challenges. Furthermore, ambitious
states are persistently diverting their
resources to avenge the grey-zone aggression, diplomatic expulsions and cy-

ber-espionage tactics instead of pooling
their resources to save humanity from
tyranny of pandemic. This greater disengagement is translating into burgeoning problems while the world is already
crumbling under weight of pandemic.
The global heavyweights must reach a
‘concert of nations’ to acknowledge that
era of brinkmanship and military muscular-flexing is over because novel threats
are posing collective threats to existence
of humanity. The insatiable strategic rivalries have brought the world at brink of
medical holocaust. Thus, in order to fight
collective challenges, a new ‘Marshall
Plan’ is required to secure existential deterrence against novel challenges.
Richard Fontaine analyzed the resurgence of Great Power Politics from
realist perspective in his foreign policy
article citing ; “To be sure, the wider international response has not exactly been
a model of cooperation. Governments
have made decisions on borders, entry
protocols, export bans, and population
control measures largely on their own
and with little consultation. The G-7 leaders convened a virtual, emergency summit on pandemic response that produced
a statement filled with abstract pledges
of coordination but bereft of any specific
commitments. The G-20 leaders have not
met at all. The coronavirus crisis may be
worldwide, but the responses have so far
been almost exclusively national”.
With Great Powers and colossal
military-economic might comes great
responsibility. The world`s big guns possess the capacity and material resources
to shape the post-pandemic world order
in accordance with ideological principles
and values. This privilege is not enjoyed
by marginalized and weak states of world
that is even if a disintegrating failed state
desires to bolster peace and stability in
global ambiance, it wouldn`t be able to do
so owing to lack of soft and hard power.
It takes decades for a country to become
‘leader of free world’ or ‘indispensable
nation’ for global governance. Sardonically, the narrow definitions of national
interests and domestic political designs
compel even the intellectually sound
global leaders to advance mutually destructive foreign policy agendas. Adding
insult to injury, the lucrative profits being generated by war economies serve
the interests of cold-blooded corporatocracy which in turn cajoles policy-makers to pursue destructive policies. The
Pentagon, for instance, is concocting
‘China threat’ to aggrandize massive defense budget. The time is ripe to change
this Manichean worldview of zero-sum
competition and embrace responsible

“competitive co-existence’ to best combat the collective challenges. The ‘imperial lurch’ of Great Powers is triggering
begger-thy-neighbour policies instead of
negotiating areas of mutual adjustment.
Consequently, the global economic recovery, after pandemic peak subsided in
major countries, is painfully slow.
“With great abilities come great responsibilities; great power comes with
great assignments. With great age comes
great reasoning; great actions come great
experience. With great battles come great
victories; great trees come with great tap
roots”. Israelmore Ayivor
The resurgence of Great Power
shenanigans during health emergency illustrates that world stands
at brink of social and economic
catastrophe. Another significant
factor exacerbating pre-existing
fault-lines is the ongoing battle of
perceptions. The perceived better handling of pandemic by East
Asian countries such as China, Singapore, and Taiwan etc is raising
serious questions about viability
of western model of governance.
There is burgeoning discourse
over emulation of Chinese-style
techno-autocracy to better deal
with contemporary challenges.
Chinese model of governance has
proved to be most resilient system
which not only emerged victorious
against lethal blow of Covid-19 but
also propaganda warfare whereby there were cruelly orchestrated
attempts by western democracies
to single out China for spread of
virus. Thus, the notion that Great
Power completion is back exhibits
that international political analysts are reluctantly admitting US
is now declining power because
other powers have grown more rebellious and belligerent. The era of
American exceptional is over now
and US has already squandered its
uni-polar moment. Pandemic has
unraveled the vulnerabilities of
super-power while testing the resolve of revisionist powers. Those
emerging victorious from health
cataclysm are now vowing to balance against the ‘indispensible
leader of free world’.
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Istanbul conference has
become a litmus test for
the successful orientation
of the Biden policy and it
may define the trajectory of
the future security matrix
of the region. Henceforth, if
Turkey antedates that these
negotiations are not going
to succeed, it would be a
disappointment on not only
Turkey’s but also its allies
and Afghanistan’s part. The
difficulty of establishing a
complete and clear consensus
between the Afghan
government, its politicians,
and leading opinion leaders
is the main issue. Although
the talks were promised
to be very extensive and
inclusive, it was stated that
Ghani distanced himself from
other factions for a long time
and acted alone. In addition,
a preliminary assessment,
measuring the opinions,
beliefs, and trust of the people
regarding the peace talks was
not made.
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he protracted Afghanistan crisis
takes another stride as two major
contending parties- the US and
Taliban once again at loggerheads
over the outstanding settlements of the
peace accord brokered under the Trump
administration in the year 2020. Notwithstanding the previous agreement, the
Biden administration announced to delay
the troop’s withdrawal till September of
this year eventually breaching the major
clause of the US and NATO troops drawdown from the Afghan soil by the settled
deadline of 1st May. In response to that,
the Taliban eschewed a peace conference
in Istanbul -meant to encourage efforts
to resolve intra Afghan issues and draft a
conceivable political settlement between
the key stakeholders, Taliban’s and the
Afghan government. Istanbul conference
postponed from April 24 - May 4th to be
held after Ramadan, the UN, Central Kabul
government, and other key stakeholders
willing to join the event however participation of the Taliban remains a major
point of concern, as they refuted by stating
that “we will not participate in any event
until the withdrawal of foreign troops
from the Afghan Soil in accordance with
the Peace deal of the year 2020.” However,
the scheduled conference further delayed
further. While on the other hand, Washington seemingly attempting to ramp up the
process, emboldened by reoriented policy
opted by the Biden administration that included pushing for the summit in Turkey
that was to be attended by over 20 countries and global bodies- Amid fresh developments, Taliban and Afghan government
negotiators met in Qatar, the second day of
a three-day ceasefire announced by the Taliban for the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr,
both sides said after a long pause in peace
talks between the two contending parties.

In addition to that, the Taliban threatened
to launch attacks on US and NATO troops
while citing the security risks, pentagon
instructed all embassy personnel in Kabul
to depart unless their jobs require them to
be in Afghanistan. This rhetoric validated
by the escalation of fresh turmoil on Afghanistan soil. Following Washington’s
announcement, Hundreds die in surged violence intensification also place cease-fire
deals in the doldrums.
With reference to Istanbul Conference, the Turkish Foreign Minister remarked that the key focus of the summit
on the Afghanistan Peace Process is to
fast-track and assist ongoing intra-Afghan
consultations in Doha on the accomplishment of a long-lasting political agreement.
Nevertheless, According to disclosed State
Department report said the US sought the
Istanbul conference for pronouncement of
revamped plan that aims to supplant Afghan President Ashraf Ghani with an interim government involving the Taliban, and
another key stakeholder of the country.
The US has increased its efforts to
gain favorable assistance from all the key
parties over the reoriented strategy of
the Biden administration for the troop’s
withdrawal. In account to this, The US envoy for Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, has
been traveling in the region to gain support for a cessation of hostilities and peace
settlement that could include a provisional
government in Kabul.
The role of the central government
in Kabul and settlement with Taliban’s
remain subtle and a paradoxical hurdle
for the smooth continuation on the defined roadmap for the building plausible
intra-Afghan consensus. Retrospectively,
The Ashraf Ghani administration, which
supported the earlier Trump initiative,
stated that they were ready to negotiate

with the Taliban with no preconditions
and also made various promises to the
organization (such as the recognition
of the Taliban as a political party and
releasing of the Taliban in prison), extending an olive branch to it. However,
this step taken by Ghani was not met
with the necessary appreciation and approval from the Taliban; on the contrary,
the Taliban once again turned its back
on the Kabul government, stating that
it would be addressing itself to the US
only and not to Central government in
Kabul. Quite contrary to that, now under
Biden’s administration, Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani intends to present a threestage plan at the Istanbul talks. The first
step involves reaching a political settlement with the Taliban and announcing
an internationally monitored ceasefire.
Secondly, holding an early presidential
election in which the Taliban could take
part to form a “government of peace”.
That would lead to a slew of development programs across the war-torn state
and take measures for the constitutional
framework of the foreseeable future.
Realistically, the Biden administration chalked various new
strategies on issues such
a s
the reduction of violence,
withdrawal of foreign
troops from the
country,
negotiations within Afghanistan, and counter-terrorism guarantees
within the framework of the US-Taliban
Peace Agreement negotiations. However,
these decisions have brought some new
problems to the agenda.
Another point, the Taliban’s commitment to reducing violence is a promise made exclusively to the US itself, not
to the Afghan government.
In this context, the Taliban
only promised not to act
against the US. In fact,
the official statement
of the Taliban is that
the strategic and security cooperation
was made with the
US only and that
the commitment is
a promise made to
the US only and not
to the Afghan government. In this context,
even though negotiations between the Taliban and the Afghan government have started, it
is pertinent to mention
that a likely clash of interest that may arise

during these consultations could briskly

change into escalated violence, and it is
already evident post 1st May deadline
security development in Afghanistan.
Under the current circumstances, it is
also obvious that that peace in Afghanistan is up to the Afghans and there exists
a massive trust deficit at intra- state-level
stakeholders. Adding further, another vital concern is the chance of variability being retriggered on Afghanistan soil with
the foreign troops’ withdrawal and
that the exchange of prisoners was carried out at
a date too early, which left
the Contending actors with fewer bargaining options.
As matter of fact facilitating the efforts for achieving durable peace and security in Afghanistan, three major milestones were achieved in 2020, first, the
US. Taliban Peace Agreement signed on
29 February 2020; secondly, the commencement of Intra-Afghan Negotiations on 12 September
2020; thirdly, the
agree-

ment on Rules and Procedures between
the Afghan parties in Doha on 2 December 2020 by Pakistan.
Pakistan’s role as a facilitator in the
Afghan Peace Process has not only benefited the war-torn s by being back at the
negotiating table with the major regional
powers, it hopes to improve its relations
with other states. It provides Pakistan
with the opportunity to attain one of its
primary foreign policy aims with respect
to Afghanistan – to establish a network
of regional allies. Pakistan has conveyed
its serious concerns to the Afghan side
by making a strong demarche with the
Ambassador
of
Afghanistan in
Islamabad on
the
recent
irresponsible state-
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ments and baseless allegations made by
the Afghan leadership.
Pakistan has a principled stand on
Afghanistan and has always played a key
role in the peaceful settlement of the Afghan crisis. It participated in all forums
as part of collective efforts to bring peace
to the war-torn country. Pakistan shares
the longest border with Afghanistan and
is a major stakeholder. The fresh Meeting of the Army Chief of Pakistan with
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani is very
important as will assist in the peaceful
settlement of the Afghan crisis. Now the
US troops are withdrawing and if no consensus is reached for power-sharing, it
could lead to civil war and Pakistan being the immediate neighbor might suffer
the consequences. Pakistan has rendered
huge sacrifices in the war against terrorism and it is high time that the international community provides material
support to Islamabad. A prosperous and
economically stable Pakistan will be in
a better position to thwart any threat of
terrorism.
Followed by the revamped Biden
approach vis-à-vis Afghanistan Peace
Process, the role and position of China are
important as it holds a key posture in the
realm of regional geopolitical affairs. In a
recent China Central Asia (C+C5) meeting, China explained its position over the
Afghan Peace Process. First, it backed
the peace and reconciliation process in
Afghanistan should be “Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned” which is a mirror image
of Islamabad’s narrative and it’s been
highlighted by Pakistan’s top-ranked
leadership across all the platforms that
deals with Afghanistan crisis management. Likewise, Beijing again converged
its stance with Islamabad by stating that
Afghanistan should form inclusive political arrangements to make sure that
all ethnic groups and parties could participate in political life in the future and
enjoy equal political rights. In addition
to that China also called for the Afghan
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national governance structure in the
future should conform to the country’s
unique national conditions and development needs, and should not simply copy
foreign models, this depicts a realistic
approach because Afghanistan’s history
remains non-adherent to the governance
models aspired by western regimes. On
the matter of foreign troop’s withdrawal, China accented for an orderly and responsible manner drawdown to prevent
any hasty action from adversely affecting
and extremely interfering with the peace
and reconciliation process in Afghanistan. One of the key areas that China
tends to underscore is the role of CARs,
as close neighbors of Afghanistan, China
Central Asian countries should make due
contribution to the final settlement of the
Afghan issue, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization should also play its due
role for the long-term peace and stability
in Afghanistan. China showed readiness
ready to collaborate with regional states
and the international community to
move forward the peace and reconciliation process and help Afghanistan realize
peace and stability at an early date.
The current situation shows that
peace in Afghanistan is up to them and
there exit massive trust deficit between
the intra-state key holders. The Moscow,
Doha, and the potential Istanbul talks
being unsuccessful would result in the
Taliban gaining political supremacy as
well as territorial control in the country,
if the peace process fails, and the country
is plunged into civil war and chaos, the
region would clearly be disadvantaged.
Some of Afghanistan’s neighbors would
be prompted to intervene, covertly, in
order to safeguard their interests. This
would raise the risk of regional proxy
war, and produce more of the deleterious
consequences that so often emerge when
other countries meddle in Afghanistan.
India would provide backing to anti-Taliban actors. China and Russia, which
have less of a footprint in Afghanistan,

May quietly provide assistance to other
friendly actors. Seems highly likely that
Afghanistan will be rapidly dragged into
a civil war, and in this context, that different ethnic structures (such as the Hazaras, Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks) are arming up under various political entities
and through their own means
Undoubtedly, the Taliban will use
all of its power to push the US to withdraw from the country and will want to
come to the negotiating table after the
fact to apply pressure. However, it can be
predicted that the Taliban now has two
different factions, “traditionalist” and
“innovative,” within itself as well. Traditionalists still argue that the status of
the Taliban which fights for the “emirate”
idea, should be preserved moving forward. The mindset more open to innovation and change, on the other hand, is
aware that Afghanistan today is not the
same as Afghanistan from 9/11. For this
reason, they have been voicing demands
such as an “emirate” recently, and on the
contrary, they believe that they should be
more tolerant.
Intra-Afghan political cohesion
concerning to the Afghanistan peace process is one of the key impediments that
hamper the prospects of peaceful political stalemate at the state level. The drive
for perpetual peace in Afghanistan has
brought Kabul’s political leadership at
odds and subverted the US.-backed government, which has deemed the chances
of inclusive consensus-building among
the key stakeholders. As matter of fact,
all the entities have separate proposed
plans that are aligned to their personal
choices and interests, rather than for the
state. Taliban’s at Centre stage, Warlords
as Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Abdur Rashid
Dostum, and Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani has his own multiphase plan. The
apparitions are riotously dissimilar in
magnitude and depth. Nevertheless,
there is one converging aspect of the establishment of a transitional government
in Kabul, with many of Ghani’s political
adversaries aiming to gain more power for themselves amid such strategies.
With exception of the Taliban, the central government in Kabul however seems
confident to overcome the widening divisions and vows to foster uniformity
among intra-state key stakeholders.
The Taliban’s desire, as well as its
definition of peace, is the handing over of
the entirety of the Afghan government to
the Taliban. And in case the Taliban takes
over the government, various practices
would be put into effect and the emergence of new migration waves that would
likely consist of a minimum of 2 million

refugees. Ghani, who follows much more
moderate policies against the West and
NATO compared to Karzai, and willing to
let the United Nations take control and
hold an election in 3-6 months; we will
not interfere with the voters.” Dr. Abdullah, on the other hand, defends the idea
of a provisional government and an interim prime minister. Thus, he supports the
view that the 2-2.5 years should be taken, the constitution should be reviewed
again, a neutral election commission
should be reestablished, preparations
should be made, and a government without elections should be formed. Taliban,
however, opposes both ideas; it does not
accept the holding of democratic elections or the establishment of a provisional government in any way, shape, or form,
and it wants to take over the cabinet. If
the Taliban came to the negotiation table,
it would lose; it’s currently only winning
through uprisings and rebellions.
In conclusion, the Moscow, Doha,
and (the potential) Istanbul talks being
unsuccessful would result in the Taliban
gaining political supremacy as well as
territorial control in the country, which
would deepen the country’s already fragile structure and lead to a civil war. Likewise, the failure of these talks in question
may lead to new actors establishing their
presence in the region, which will even
bring different actors into the country.
When all of these possibilities are con-

sidered, the most crucial thing that Turkey needs to do right now is to apply a
considerable amount of pressure on the
Taliban, along with the US and the international community, to bring it to the negotiation table in Istanbul.
If Turkey anticipates that these
negotiations are not going to succeed, it
would be a failure on not only Turkey’s
but also its allies and Afghanistan’s part.
For this reason, Turkey must substantiate these claims and, openly and clearly, either go the whole hog or none. For
this process to succeed, it’s essential that
Turkey meets with all groups, including the Taliban, and makes preliminary

preparations.. Therefore, it’s indispensable for both Turkey to pressure, through
Pakistan, and persuade the Taliban to attend the Istanbul talks and the US to give
a clear and open message to the Taliban
that “If you want us out of Afghanistan,
then you will come to Istanbul.”
After all, we should keep in mind
that the Taliban will not be a party to the
reconciliation unless there’s substantial
international pressure on it and that if
unity is not established in Afghanistan
quickly, it’s highly likely that a civil war
could break out in the country.

“Pakistan’s role in the Afghan Peace Process between the US, the Afghan
government, and the Taliban is very crucial and remains on the prospects
of perpetual regional peace, and positive-sum gains. Cognizant of its
strategic posture, it has increased diplomatic efforts for bringing all the
actors to the negotiation table at the Istanbul conference. It has been
Pakistan’s vivid strategic policy to support an ‘orderly’ and ‘responsible’
withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, leaving no security vacuum
that could be exploited by spoilers or any kind of vulnerability that may
become a collective regional security concern in foreseeing future. It
has also accentuated the essentiality for constant support by all global
stakeholders and resolute efforts by intra- Afghan actors for a dialoguebased settlement for the four decades-long protracted Afghanistan crisis.
Pakistan also envisions- a peaceful and stable Afghanistan is in the larger
interest of peace and stability in the region.”
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Reinvigorating
South-South
Cooperation
ince the 2008 global financial
crisis, the landscape of cooperation between the countries has
greatly changed mainly due to
the ongoing power shift from the North
to the South. In this context, the rising
economy of China is taking the lead in
driving forward the infrastructure development and helping the countries to develop their economies despite lingering
challenges that call for collective actions
and mutual support among the countries
especially the developing countries. For
this purpose, China unveiled its plans
under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
in 2013. China’s Belt and Road Initiative has evolved from being purely about
infrastructure build projects to about
supply chain development. Many of the
2,500 projects that China has assisted with either financing, or building, or
both are now coming to fruition. Under
BRI, China is investing billions of dollars
in several countries including Pakistan,
Kenya, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar in infrastructure development, and energy sectors. It is also enhancing trade activities
with the BRI countries that will not only
help China to productively use its surplus
currency reserves but also significantly
facilitate the other participating countries to develop their economies.
Based on the principle of achieving shared benefits through consultation and collaboration, China’s Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) has presented a
good opportunity for reinvigorating the
cooperation especially the South-South
cooperation and drawing concerted efforts from the international community
to reduce the global deficits in peace, development, and governance. In the long
run, the BRI is expected to facilitate a
new round of economic globalization and
help shape a more balanced and efficient
system of global economic governance,
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which will serve as the basis for jointly
building a “community of shared future
for mankind” proposed by the Chinese
government. According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), Asia faces an infrastructure funding gap of an estimated
USD 26 trillion through 2030. Therefore,
many countries across the world have accepted the Chinese bid to develop their
economies.
Since the historic 1955 Asian–African conference held in Bandung, Indonesia, South-South Cooperation (SSC) has
undergone profound development. Although the fundamental principles of SSC
respect for sovereignty, mutual benefit,
non-interference, and non-aggression

ture connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration, and strengthened
people-to-people ties. The aim is to
build a community of shared interests
and responsibility, with a shared future
for all nations, based on mutual trust,
economic integration, and cultural inclusiveness. Apart from its five-pronged
approach, China’s BRI may prove to be
an unparalleled opportunity to revitalize
SSC in that it provides insights on tackling challenges faced by the Global South
by introducing China’s own experience
of socio-economic development. In this
sense, strengthening the alignment of the
BRI and SSC will not only consolidate the
achievements of the BRI but also advance

remain the same as six decades ago, its
objectives, modalities, and even major
players have changed. Due to the lasting
effect of the 2008 global financial crisis,
SSC was on the wane for some time. But it
has begun to gather momentum in recent
years thanks to the growing engagement
of rising economies like China.
As the largest developing country
in the world, China has made a tremendous contribution to the progress of SSC.
Chinese President Xi Jinping proposed
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which
calls for policy coordination, infrastruc-

the progress of SSC.
The basic principles of the BRI are
highly consistent with and fully reflected in the traditional philosophies of SSC.
As the United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres mentioned in his 2017
Report on South-South Cooperation, the
BRI championed by China, with over 100
countries expressing interest in the partnership, will provide new opportunities
and impetus for international collaboration, including South-South cooperation.
Since the BRI is set to achieve mutual
benefits and common prosperity among

all countries, especially developing ones,
and makes development a viable solution to peace and security problems, it is
conducive to addressing the imbalance of
development in the Global South through
mobilizing and pooling resources. It is
thus widely anticipated that the implementation of the BRI will revitalize SSC
and tap the great potential of developing
countries.
First of all, strengthening infrastructure connectivity as a priority of the
BRI can meet enormous demands from
the Global South. For decades, the socioeconomic development of BRI countries
has been hugely delayed due to their
poor infrastructure. Since the 1980s, infrastructure connectivity has become an
increasingly hot topic in the North-South
relationship and SSC, while the actual aid
effectiveness is far from satisfactory. The
BRI is of particular significance in this
regard. A recent World Bank report concludes that infrastructure connectivity
under the BRI will significantly stimulate
growth in trade and outbound investment, driving global economic growth
and creating new growth centers along
economic corridors, thus improving
global and regional imbalances.
Another report released in September 2018 based on the data of the
United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) also indicates that
China-supported connectivity projects
will help reduce economic inequalities
within and among countries, creating
positive economic externalities. Second,
Southern countries are expected to enter
into new rounds of industrial upgrading
thanks to the implementation of the BRI.
After years of growth, developing countries, emerging economies, in particular,
have accumulated their advantages in
industrial capacity and productivity. Today, China is renowned for its industries
of high-speed railway, nuclear power, and
engineering machinery.

Third, the BRI will significantly
facilitate trade and investment among
Southern countries. Indeed, the BRI attaches great importance to the improvement of trade and investment promotion mechanisms, as well as attempts to
stimulate trade and investment activities
through cooperation on industrial capacity and equipment manufacturing.
Combined with new trade-promoting
platforms like the China International
Import Expo, which further opens up the
markets of developing countries to each
other, the BRI is fostering more channels
of trade growth for Southern countries
by facilitating and expanding the scale
of trade, especially through burgeoning
e-commerce transactions.
Fourth, Southern countries can expect to reap huge benefits from the BRI
to enhance their innovation capacity. The
BRI calls for open and inclusive cooperation in the fields of knowledge, technology, and talent, and is committed to seizing opportunities in the digital economy
and artificial intelligence and to building
up a network of think tanks to pool intellectual resources. For example, China has
pledged to provide 10,000 government
scholarships each year, starting from
2017, to students from BRI countries; it
has launched training
programs on the subject of connectivity
for professionals from
neighboring
countries. China has also
established training
bases of scientific research and education
in Africa and Central
Asia. In the long run, it
is believed that more
BRI countries will join
in capacity-building
cooperation under the
BRI.
Finally,
the

BRI is conducive to strengthening people-to-people bonds in Southern countries. The BRI not only advocates diversified approaches of development but
also encourages knowledge cooperation on socioeconomic governance. It
is worth mentioning that China has laid
great stress on “Track Two” dialogues in
enhancing institutionalized knowledge
cooperation among BRI countries. In October 2015, the Development Research
Center of the State Council of China took
the lead in launching the Silk Road Think
Tank Network (SILKS), which has quickly
grown into a new platform for cooperation among think tanks of BRI countries.
In April 2016, the Institute of SouthSouth Cooperation and Development was
set up at Peking University to share governance experience with and train senior officials from developing countries.
In March 2017, the Chinese government
announced the establishment of the China Centre for International Knowledge
on Development (CCIKD) in Beijing as
a hub of research and exchange among
developing countries, which helps improve public understanding of and earn
support for SSC. Through mutual learning and joint knowledge creation, China
and BRI countries can better assess their
achievements and scrutinize their development practices.
In short, BRI is offering immense
opportunities to countries across the
globe especially the developing states in
the South as these developing states lack
proper infrastructure and are also facing
an energy crisis. Chinese investments,
under BRI, in the participating countries
have significantly contributed to develop
their infrastructure and meet the energy
requirements. Pakistan is a glaring example in this regard. BRI has also re-energized the South-South cooperation as
most of the BRI projects are concentrated
in the South.
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China-Iran Deal:
Implications for the

US

est Asia as a whole and Iran, in
particular, is an important country for China’s project of global infrastructure development
and economic connectivity. Individual
countries of West Asia have welcomed
the Chinese offers under Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) to diversify and develop
their economies. Recently, on March 27,
2021, Iran and China signed a 25-Year
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership cooperation agreement which has sparked
a significant debate after being leaked to
the press in July 2020 at the draft stage.
This deal is viewed as an extension of the
Chinese BRI, and one which will not only
serve the interests of Iran and China but
also have implications for US foreign policy in the region.
China and Iran are inheritors of
two great ancient civilizations and have
sustained strong relations during the
ancient and later periods. Both have remained centres of trade along the famous
Silk Road. Isfahan was known to be an
economic hub in the region. The strong
relationship, which had developed over
several decades, witnessed a significant
decline as a result of the reduction in
their power, and also the increased role
of colonial powers played a key role in
the 18th and 19th centuries. The drastic
suffering at the hands of colonial powers
resulted in a sense of victimization in
China and Iran; therefore, they have been
critics of Western powers.
China-Iran ties couldn’t develop
as much during the Pahlavi dynasty and
even after the revolution in Iran, but in
the last two decades, both countries have
developed strong bilateral relations. China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has
further increased the importance of Iran
for China. The geographical position of
Iran makes it an important factor in the
success of the Chinese vision of econom-
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ic connectivity and integration across
the Eurasian and African land mass. As a
result, in 2016, China and Iran achieved
another milestone in their bilateral relations in the form of a “Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership”.
Moreover, China and Iran have
signed seventeen agreements to enhance
cooperation in trade, banking, science,
industry, finance, and the environment.
It was announced to increase trade up to
$600 billion over the next decade. Iran’s
economy has been witnessing growth
after the sanctions ended in 2015. This
period of progress was interrupted when
The Trump Administration withdrew
from the Iran Nuclear Deal and imposed
unilateral sanctions on Iran in 2018.
Since then, Iran has continued to witness a significant decline in its economic
growth.
The change in the US administration in 2021 has brought significant
change in the US foreign policy towards
Iran as the Biden Administration is soft-

ening the US position on Iran. Nevertheless, the Iranian economy needed relief
to survive owing to the US sanctions, and
China-Iran economic deal can be proved
as a huge source of relief for Iran. From
the Iranian perspective, China can play a
key role to lessen the isolation of Iran in
the international system and also for the
sustenance of the Iran’s precarious economic position.
The terms and figures regarding
the cooperation in the sectors mentioned
have not been officially shared yet. It has
been reported that China will invest $280
billion in Iran’s energy sector and $120
billion in its infrastructure development
activities, totaling $400 billion. In return
for these investments Iran, on the other
hand, will be selling relatively low-priced
oil to China. A section of the draft agreement shows that China and Iran will have
exceptional and high-level military cooperation. This cooperation will include
intelligence sharing and defense production.

The deal shall organically serve the shared interests of
China and Iran while at the same time posing implications
for the US influence over Iran and the region as a whole”

Furthermore, the able Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif , following the
signing of the deal, said, “China is a friend
for hard times. The history of cooperation between the two ancient cultures
of Iran and China dates back centuries.
Signing the cooperation agreement will
further strengthen the ties of the two nations”. According to the Chinese Foreign
Ministry, Foreign Minister Wang Yi said,
“China firmly supports Iran in safeguarding its state sovereignty and national dignity”.
The deal shall organically serve the
shared interests of China and Iran while
at the same time posing implications for
the US influence over Iran and the region
as a whole whose traditional interests
in the region include; protection of sea
trade routes, secure oil flows for its allies,
dominance over the region, and protection of Israel. Although, the US does not
import a large portion of its oil imports
from the Middle East its allies have been
and still are dependent on the oil supplies from the Middle East especially
from the Persian Gulf.
Moreover, the region has strategic
importance for the US as it has strategically important choke points. The US
dominates the Persian Gulf and the fifth
largest US fleet resides in the Gulf with
headquarter in Bahrain. Protection of its

allies especially Israel is one of the major interests in the Middle East. The US
considers Iran’s policies and activities
as a threat to its interests in the region.
Therefore, it wants to contain the influence of Iran. The US withdrawal from
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) can thus be understood in the
context of its policy to contain Iran in the
region.
The US wanted to bring Iran to the
table and renegotiate the deal with more
tough conditions. As the Trump Administration was of the view that Iran Nuclear
Deal could not stop Iran to continue its
nuclear program, therefore it withdrew
from the deal. JCPOA was a deal that
ended the economic sanctions on Iran
and aimed to ensure that Iran would not
acquire nuclear arsenals. According to
former US President Trump, the deal was
bad as it did not include Iran’s non-nuclear and missile programs and also was
a medium-term plan. The Israeli government had also opposed the deal from the
very beginning
It is pertinent to mention that International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
has consistently verified that Iran has
been complying with the conditions.
Even though Iran was complying with
the agreement, the US decided to abandon the agreement. The other parties

especially UK and France did not support
the US decision. The European powers
also promised Iran to find alternate solutions but they could not timely find any
solution. This situation resulted in increasing domestic political pressure for
the Iranian government and COVID-19
further aggravated the situation.
Thus, it would not be wrong to say
that it is not only the US but also the
vague response of the European powers that compelled Iran to look towards
the East to solidify its strategic relations.
Although, the US has been successful in
weakening the economic conditions of
Iran. But, this maximum pressure was
unsuccessful for the US as Iran’s government did not come up with to condition
that it would renegotiate the deal on the
US terms and conditions. This new economic deal between China and Iran cab
be proved to be the final nail in the bud in
the US strategy to pressurize Iran.
To conclude, China’s BRI is expanding its scope and seen as a project of tremendous opportunities for the countries.
Under BRI, recipient countries will be
able to develop their infrastructure and
diversify their economies. China-Iran’s
economic deal can be seen as an extension of BRI. Such China-Iran relations
will boost the Iranian economy and increase the Chinese sphere of influence
in Iran and the Middle East as a whole.
Consequently, it will have implications
for both US foreign policies’ full spectre
dominance in the region as well as clipping American influence over Iran and
the region, as well.

It is interesting to note that the
Chinese Foreign Minister on
future relations between China and the Middle East, set five
principles, asking the countries; 1)to respect each other,
2) uphold equity and justice 3)
achieve nuclear non-proliferation 4) jointly foster collective
security, and 5) accelerate development cooperation. The
strengthening China-Iran ties
will not only fill the vacuum
left by the former US administration but also enhance the
Chinese influence in the Middle East.
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Regional Economic Integration:
Role of SAARC and SCO
egional economic integration
has become an unavoidable
phenomenon in existing universal free trade scenario.
Economic integration entails
joint venture of public and private sector institutions. Both public and private
sectors are the main stakeholders of regional economic integration through investments and collaborations. In an economically integrated region, trade and
the movement of several factors of production like labor and investment from
one partner country to another partner
country is permissible without government’s regulatory control.
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) are
also in quest for economically integrated
Asian region. SAARC is an economic and
political regional organization of countries in South Asia established in 1985.
The objectives of SAARC are to quicken
the procedure of economic and social development in its member states through
augmented intra-regional cooperation.
Though, much more need to be
done, as regional integration needs effective institutions reflecting functions
of regional preparation and delivery of
power among the member states along
with their level of assurance towards
regional integration. While, South Asian
states are experiencing ethno-political
encounters, unsettled bilateral issues,
image problem about each other. At the
same time, the market-driven forces of
globalization are transforming the economies in the region. South Asian region is
in need understanding that how the regional set ups across the world have accepted the strategy of regional economic
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integration to exploit their resources for
shared advantage in a composed and impartial manner. Therefore, the mutual
economic goals along with more intra-regional trade activities in SAARC countries
would bring economic development in
the region.
Subsequently, the results of this
economic development would also been
trickle down for sustainable human
development. SAARC Chamber of commerce and industry has been proactively supporting sturdier commercial and
economic relations, for a thriving and integrated South Asia. By accepting global
methodology and concentrating on a varied range of activities like poverty mitigation, development of the health sector,
trade and commerce in the region, the
region can further become a crucial force
for regional and economic integration. It
is very obvious that private sector is the
engine of the development of south Asian
countries. Public private partnership is
very important in this regard.
Therefore, the development and the
growth of the SAARC member countries
cannot be detached from the progress
and evolution of the private sector in
SAARC member countries. In contemporary world, regional economic integration is the only choice for addressing the
longstanding, prolonged inter-state ten-

“Regional economic integration
has become an unavoidable
phenomenon in existing universal
free trade scenario. Economic
integration entails joint venture
of public and private sector
institutions.”

sions in South Asia. This becomes more
evident since we have a look of what all
happened in Europe during the 18th,
19th, and early 20th centuries, where the
militarism and search of zero-sum foreign policies ultimately managed to the
absolute devastation of the entire continent in the 1st and 2nd world war.
However, after World War II, Europeans comprehended in absence of regional economic platforms integration
and development is not possible. This is
the reason why they progressively motivated toward long-term economic integration, which they comprehend to be
a help for short and long-term issues as
well as for security needs, which were
highly entangled. These tough familiarities and Western Europe’s subsequent
acceptance of a common economic
market soon started stimulating other
regions of the world to formulate such
regional alliances as SAARC, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the
North American Free Trade Agreement,
the Eurasian Economic Community, the
Union of South American Nations, the African Union and many others.
It is also a reality that not all regional alliances have attained their dream of
eloquent economic integration as of Europe. Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) contribute meaningfully towards the economic volume of the region.
Provision of employment and income opportunities are the conclusive factors for
poverty eradication. The formation of an
adequate framework for intra-regional
trade is essential, as central trade-related
government and private sector organizations lack appropriate proficiencies and
dimensions. The SAARC Trade Promotion Network (SAARC-TPN) consists of 27

public and private institutions from the
eight countries of the SAARC region. Public sector members of the TPN are mainly
the national trade ministries or the trade
departments of economic ministries,
along with trade and export promotion
agencies. Members of the network included from the private sector are mainly
the regional and national business membership organizations. These chambers
of commerce and business associations
are the chief trade organizations in their
countries.
SCO members are mostly from or
bordering Central Asia. Since its existence, membership and bureaucracy of
SCO have extended. While the organization has mainly been publicized as one,
in which its members can shape shared
trust and foster multidimensional cooperation, the SCO can also be seen as
an object that imitates shifting power
dynamics in this sub region, particularly between China and Russia. China’s
economic growth has been an essential
factor in its quest of a bigger voice internationally, not only carving out a superior role for itself within current international institutions but also supporting
fresher, regionally focused alliances, such
as the SCO and the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank. Equally, in the decades
that trailed the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Russia’s economic development, in the meantime, has retreated
and surged, apparently transferring the
country to a more junior position within
international hierarchy. China’s raise on
the international stage and Russia’s apparent downgrading has likely been an
uncertain block for more in-depth cooperation between the two.
In the past few years though, the
downturn in relations between Washington and Moscow, as well as Washington
and Beijing, specifically over trade, may
have led the two Eurasian countries to
strengthen their partnership. Further-

In April 1996, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was established from a summit meeting
between China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan.
These countries shared common
borders, and it was essential to approve and consolidate the borders
between the former Soviet states
and China. Currently, SCO includes
eight member states, India, the Republic of Kazakhstan, and the People’s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, the Russian Federation,
the Republic of Tajikistan, and the
Republic of Uzbekistan.

more, the Trump administration’s removal from or absence of interest in international leadership and multilateralism has
unlocked the door for other forums like
the SCO to progress further in Asia. Yet,
as a forum that has shaped few palpable
dealings of growth, will the modern enhancement of relations between Beijing
and Moscow in order to ease better SCO
coordination and deeds.
Beyond thoughts of counterterrorism coordination and common security
apprehensions, sustainable economic
development and investment are subjects of interest. Since 2015, leaders have
hinted at the integration of China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) with Russia’s
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). Putin
has specified that the BRI fits the EAEU’s
aims and that China should accommodate the EAEU, while Xi has advised SCO
members to synergize BRI with other regional initiatives like that of the EAEU.
So far, situations in which a Russia
led by Putin keenly relinquishes under
the current circumstances. Such a union
of the Eurasian Economic Union and the
Belt and Road Initiative may benefits
the whole region as a whole. The SCO
has countless potential to help as a vehi-

cle for structuring the economies of the
countries of Central Asia and to get them
into the global arena. The opportunity of
using the agenda of a joint organization
such as the SCO particularly in the oil
and natural gas sector gives countries
like Kazakhstan improved control than
it would have gathered independently in
the global oil market. Concerning the energy market there is also possibility for
the SCO to cooperate with the Gulf Cooperation Council.
The GCC countries have been able
to stimulate a shared front and collaborate with each other to guarantee that
all the countries participate in the wealth
formation from their natural resources. UAE and other Gulf countries are
good instances of oil and gas economies
that have initiate a place in the international economy in trade, banking and
commerce. In 2007, SCO’s meeting was
constructive to give voice to matters connecting to growing and maintaining good
neighborly relations along with generating a ‘unified energy market’. Along with
the Gulf-Arab countries and Iran, Turkey
with its ancient, linguistic and religious
affinity with the populations of Central
Asia inhabits a significant position in the
region, particularly since their independence. Turkey has capitalized in infrastructure, education and health as well as
established cultural and other links with
Central Asia. Economic and trade cooperation between Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) member states has
gained striking success since the establishment of this organization. If the SCO
continues consolidate and strengthen the
attainments and goals, it has great potential to move forward in a progressive
manner.
The absence of cooperation among
South Asian states is perhaps the
main hindrance that deters the
region’s ability to flourish. Regional
cooperation is very imperative because
the formation of regional alliances in
contemporary concept of globalization
is measured as an impetus for global
integration. SAARC is surely the
most vivacious platform for regional
cooperation and connectivity. SAARC
countries are cooperating in various
spheres like trade, food security,
women development, drug abuse,
infrastructure development, cultural
exchange, environmental protection
and to combat terrorism.
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Pakistan Petroleum
Limited;
Where Energy
is Opportunity

he demand for energy is perpetual reality of contemporary world
whereby availability and access
to energy is decisive factor in rise
or fall of nations. The Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) remains undaunted vanguard of Pakistan`s energy sector since
the mid- 1950s. While lending inevitable
support to unleash potential of indigenous natural gas sector, PPL could safely
claim to be the pioneer of this crucial sector. The syndicate not only specializes in
exploration, investigation, discovery and
production of petro-commodities such
as crude oil and natural gas but also provides Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).
The prestigious Board Members
and Executives ensure the competitiveness, innovation, transparency and
smooth operationalization of this energy
goliath. In retrospect, PPL has also exhibited muscular commitment to corporate
social responsibility and proliferation of
myriad people-centric welfare initiatives
in marginalized and neglected peripheries of Pakistan depict the energy giant`s
unwavering dedication to business ethics. The vigorous commitments to communities render PPL an inclusive and pluralistic corporate venture which believes
in establishing egalitarian social order by
ushering sustainable development and
inclusion of disenfranchised segments.
The robust adherence to corporate ethics
and moral code distinguishes PPL from
strictly profit-oriented brutally capitalist
enterprises.
The International Energy Outlook
2006, predicted sturdy rise in global
energy demand over the next 27-years
concomitant with excessively competitive global economic growth. Though,
the pandemic induced global recession
has inflicted debilitating blow to world
economic order but robust vaccination
drive is poised to bequeath space to global economic architecture. According to
International Energy World, economic
growth will be average 3.8 percent per
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annum after 2006. Much of the growth
in world energy demand will come from
non-OECD Asia, which includes China
and South Asian countries; demand in
the region will nearly triple over the
projection period. Total primary energy
consumption in the non-OECD countries
will grow at an average annual rate of 3.0
percent between 2003 and 2030. In contrast, for the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)—
countries energy use will grow at a much
slower pace of 1.0 percent per year over
the same period.
The herald of Parag Khanna`s ‘Asian
Century’ exhibit that the region would
grease its economic wheels from astronomical consumption of energy. Prior
to pandemic, Pakistan’s economy was
Pakistan is all set to grease its industrial
development wheels by virtue of
CPEC`s Special Economic Zones and
major SEZ reside in remote hitherto
neglected swathes of Pakistan. Thus,
successful operationalization and long
term presence could only be secured
by emulating PPL`s commitment
to community corporate social
responsibility model.

growing at an average rate of over 7.6
percent per annum for three years consecutive years. Furthermore, Pakistan is
determined to vigorously implement its
economic vision against the backdrop of
state-sponsored vaccination drive and
declining infection curve. This brings
the important role of Pakistan Petroleum Limited in the economic equation
because economic activity necessitates
insurmountable energy demands. Successive discoveries of large natural gas
reserves have shaped Pakistan’s energy landscape since the 1950s. These
sparked, in the 1960s, the growth of the
domestic fertilizer industry and large
public-sector gas distribution utilities.

Between the mid-1970s and the 1990s,
all the major power plants that the government set up were based on dual fuel,
with natural gas as the primary fuel. The
share of gas in Pakistan’s primary energy
mix stood at approximately 50% in 2005.
In retrospect, Pakistan imports
nearly a third of its energy capital in the
form of oil, coal, and liquefied natural gas
(LNG). An import-centric energy policy
is not sustainable for Pakistan, making
it energy insecure in the long term. Besides strapping the country of its meager
foreign exchange reserves, it exposes the
economy to international energy price
shocks, putting the entire economy at
risk through inflation. The kaleidoscopic
inflationary pressures reduce the competitiveness of the country’s exports,
further debilitating the country`s exports
concomitant with its ability to pay for energy imports.
These dynamics necessitate robust
exploration drive on behalf of PPL in
order to make Pakistan energy secure
state and replenish the fast dwindling
reserves. Fortunately, PPL is already incessantly working on elaborate roadmap
to discover and utilize indigenous energy
resources. The pandemic induced breakdown of global supply chains rendered
energy insecure states more vulnerable
to external shocks. Furthermore, economic recession always precipitates military adventurism among states because
politicians usually hide their inefficiency
and incompetence under veneer of concocted external threat and brinkmanship.
Thus, resurgence of great power politics
is the writing on the wall and resultant
choking or blockade of vital chokepoints
and Sea Lanes of Communication further
raises the alarm bells for energy insecure
states.
One substantial characteristic of
Pakistan Petroleum Limited is its vibrant
people-centric social welfare program.
The tyranny of corporatocracy has long
ripped communities after harbinger of

Capitalist World Order. In retrospect,
the ruthless corporate ambiance has
long remained oblivious to sufferings
and miseries of community and average masses. Pakistan Petroleum Limited
(PPL)’s Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) endeavour was envisioned when
PPL’s commercial operations in Sui in
the 1950s. Sensing the needs of their
employees and natives, it established a
school for children of workers and local communities. Thus, Corporate Social
Responsibility has been the trademark
of PPL’s corporate culture. In 2001, the
PPL Welfare Trust (PPLWT) was established to achieve geographic and pluralistic diversity to the company’s CSR
programme, which includes education,
health, infrastructure development,
socio-economic uplift of marginalized
communities, particularly those living in
and around its operating areas concomitant with post-disaster rehabilitation.
Moreover, in order to ensure rapid delivery, substantial grass-root impact and
sustainability of its social investments,
all endeavours are planned and implemented after lengthy deliberations and
mutual agreement with all stakeholders,
including community representatives,
local governments and non-governmental organizations. Hence, PPL is inclusive
and progressive corporate venture which
believes in ushering sustainable development by inclusion of vulnerable and disenfranchised. The robust adherence to
corporate ethics and moral code distinguishes PPL from strictly profit-oriented
brutally capitalist enterprises.
While persistently striving to diversify PPL’s Corporate Social Responsibility portfolio and register its welfare
presence in the under-developed and de-

prived peripheral urban areas, the company has commenced Corporate Donations Programme in 2016-2017. As one
of the frontline corporate providers of
sustainable inclusive social development
and welfare services in some of the most
disenfranchised and neglected peripheries of the country, PPL has received Pakistan Corporate Philanthropy Award for
14 consecutive years from 2004 to 2017.
Hence, PPL is shining example for other
corporate endeavours in its scramble to
play proactive role in development of
society. The simultaneous investment in
technology, manpower and communities
are imperative for sustainable business
models and PPL`s propensity towards
generous social investments render its
business model worthy of emulation.
The success and perpetual presence of
any corporate venture in any area depends upon favorable attitude of native
community towards that venture. In order to cement affirmative image in local
communities, its crucial to secure mutually beneficial engagement with them
and here comes the prime importance
of egalitarian philanthropic initiatives.
The mainstream corporate ambiance is
blatantly oblivious to social responsibility and this explains that why costly
ventures in remote areas mostly fail to
deliver.
PPL being the vanguard of energy
exploration and production in Pakistan is
striving in all capacities to practically implement its vision of making Pakistan energy self-sufficient state. If PPL achieves
this serene mission, then it would be tantamount to colossal service to people of
Pakistan. The energy price fluctuations
and consequent inflation owing to external shocks routinely break the bank
of ordinary masses. The country is still
struggling to increase its export base and
export competitiveness and value addition again depends upon stable energy
prices. The company is tirelessly collaborating with acclaimed global energy
giants to increase Pakistan`s production
capacity concomitant with aggressive
exploration drive. In this way, Pakistan
will save mammoth foreign exchange
reserves which are currently diverted
to pay enormous energy import bills. PPL`s efforts to improve system`s efficiency and
affordability depict that Pakistan`s energy landscape will be
self-sufficient and self-replenishing within few years. Thus,
PPL is demonstrating that energy could be opportunity, instead of liability.

In order to achieve energy selfsufficiency and protect Pakistan
from external shocks, Pakistan
Petroleum Limited developed
strategic
collaborations
with
acclaimed energy exploration
companies
concomitant
with
mastering
novel
integrated
technologies. The Exploration &
Business Development (E&BD)
Directorate of PPL
comprises
three rich Assets; South, North
and Frontier Asset (Frontier Asset
includes a block in Iraq) and also
looks
after
partner-operated
offshore blocks in Pakistan and
one partner operated onshore
block in Yemen. Furthermore,
new
endeavor,
International
& Unconventional (NVIU) and
Subsurface Technologies & Support
Services (STSS) division are
operated by E&BD Directorate.
Setting a prestigious precedent,
Pakistan Petroleum
Limited
(PPL) is currently operating
thirteen production fields in Sui,
Kandhot, Adhi, Mazarani, Chachar,
Adam, Adam west Shahdadpur,
Shahdadpur west, Shahdadpur east
, Fazal and Dhok Sultan. Amongst
these ventures, the first two are
absolutely owned by PPL and has
dynamic partnerships with 23
partners in other fields whereby
well coordinated team efforts
operate tirelessly to produce
mutually beneficial dividends.
Daily gas production of PPL from
its operated and partner-operated
fields stands around astronomical
one billion cubic feet equivalent
(bcfe) of gas per day, which
translates into nearly 22 percent of
the country’s total population (gas
equivalent). The company’s major
clients comprises Sui Southern
Gas Company Limited (SSGCL), Sui
Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) and Water and Power
Development Authority.
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70 Years of Everlasting
Pak-China Friendship

Author is a Research
Associate at the Center of
Pakistan and International
Relations (COPAIR).

Pakistan
and China
have been
remarkably
consistent to
forge close
ties with each
other despite
the unusual
and decisive
changes in the
global political
landscape.
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rom the establishment of diplomatic ties in May 1951 to the
present day, Pakistan and China relations have transformed
into an iconic brotherhood which is unprecedented in the contemporary history
of International Relations and thus can
be referred to as an example of a “Special
Relationship.” Apart from diplomatic support, trade agreements, defense cooperation, cultural exchange programs, and the
placement of Pakistan in China’s BRI, the
geopolitical, geo-economic, and geostrategic transformations in the region also
contributed to deepen and strengthen the
relations between China and Pakistan.
Pakistan became the first Muslim
country to recognize China and established
its diplomatic ties with China in May 1951.
China and Pakistan’s relations witnessed
no discord in their journey of nearly seventy years. Instead, the cooperation in trade
and more importantly in the security domain exponentially increased over time.
According to a former ambassador of Pakistan to China, Mr. Riaz Mohammad Khan,
Pakistan and China have been remarkably
consistent to forge close ties with each other despite the unusual and decisive changes in the global political landscape.
Moreover, China has been providing
economic assistance to Pakistan in terms of
grants and loans for years. The high-profile
projects of China include the construction
of Karakoram Highway (KKH), the Heavy
Mechanical Complex (HMC), Nuclear Power Plants, Machine Tool Plant, Gwadar Port,
and Heavy Industries Taxila (HIT). Furthermore, the manufacturing and development
of JF-17 and Al- Khalid tank is an amazing
joint venture of China and Pakistan. How-

ever, the cultural exchange programs have
also contributed to further strengthen the
relations between two nations at the government as well as individual level.
On the diplomatic front, Pakistan and
China have always supported each other
at all International forums/institutions/
groups such as UNSC, SCO, FATF, and NSG.
For example, China used its veto against
Bangladesh to block Bangladesh’s entry
into United Nations as Pakistan had not
recognized Bangladesh. Moreover, China
has always supported Pakistan’s stance
on the Kashmir issue. Similarly, Pakistan
supports the “One China” policy and firmly
stands with China on this national issue.
China has been concerned about its
Malacca Dilemma and it also needed to
explore new avenues to sustain its economy and further enhance the economic
sphere. Therefore, China unleashed its Belt
and Road Initiative in 2013 which would
connect over sixty countries through land
and sea routes and increase economic connectivity and interdependence between
the countries along the Silk Road Economic Belt and Maritime Silk Road. The
placement of Pakistan in the BRI and the
flagship project China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor has opened up another arena of
increased economic cooperation between
China and Pakistan.
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) was established on 22 May 2013.
Under this mega project, China is investing in the energy sector, for infrastructure
development and Special Economic Zones
(SEZs) in Pakistan. The projects under CPEC
are divided into short, medium, and longterm projects.

All the projects would be completed by 2030. CPEC is a win-win situation
for both China and Pakistan. For China,
CPEC is offering the shortest route to
have access to the Persian Gulf which is
providing a lifeline to the Chinese Economy as China imports 80% of its oil from
the Gulf. It would also help China to bypass the Strait of Malacca to reach the
markets of the Middle East, Africa, and
Europe. Moreover, it would enhance the
economic and strategic connectivity of
the region with China.
According to a Chinese scholar, Li
Xiguang, “The CPEC, the hub of OBOR,
links the belt in Central Asia and the
road with the Indian Ocean. The region
around the CPEC has seen the rise of
previous world cultural centers. This is
the same area where the ancient world
influenced China and China also influenced the world. The ancient Silk Road
civilization encompasses countries that
include Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
and Iran which have been portrayed in
Yu Gong as parts of Suifu and Yaofu. With
these countries, China needs to maintain regional relationships and political
alliances. Constructing a civilizational
sphere across OBOR is reshaping China’s
geopolitical and geo-civilizational sphere
of influence. Though the Silk Road is an
economic zone, it is more a cultural zone.”
For Pakistan, CPEC is a ray of hope
for its shambling economy and to fulfill
its dream to have economic prosperity
in the country. Lack of infrastructure development, energy crises, and economic
crisis have been major issues in Pakistan
along with the wave of terrorism in the
previous years which have badly affected
all segments of society in Pakistan. PakiDuring Cold War, multiple factors
contributed to deepening the ties
between China and Pakistan. Sino-Indian rivalry, the US and Soviet
aid to India during the Sino-Indian
war, Indo-Pak conflict, cooperation
in security and military affairs,
and China’s support to Pakistan in
the 1965 war against India had a
profound impact on China-Pakistan
ties. Moreover, Pakistan’s role to
bridge relations between China
and the West especially the US, and
China’s support to Pakistan in the
United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) are pertinent to mention for
diplomatic cooperation between
these two nation-states.
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stan has largely defeated the menace of
terrorism in most of the areas and now
peace has been established across the
country. Due to CPEC, the other issues
are also being addressed. The energy sector has shown unprecedented growth in
recent years and consequently, the economic conditions have improved significantly. Under, CPEC, the infrastructure
development drive is going on across the
country. The expansion of motorways is
one of the significant examples in this regard.
Moreover, the Gwadar port has the
potential to become a regional economic
hub. The use of the Gwadar port by Central Asian States (CARs) would significantly assist Pakistan to exploit the full
potential of the port which will also enhance the connectivity of Pakistan with
CARs and bring tremendous opportunities for Pakistan’s economic growth. It is
rightly stated that CPEC is a ‘game changer’ for Pakistan. It would bring peace and
prosperity not only for Pakistan but also
for the entire region as the economic interdependence and connectivity would
increase at a significant level.
Even though massive fake propaganda has been launched against CPEC
especially from the Indian side and the
Western media outlets, but it couldn’t
affect the progress of CPEC projects and
the further engagements between China
and Pakistan. Both, the countries have
agreed to expand the sphere of CPEC; the
next phase of CPEC would venture into
seven areas: a) enrichment; b) expansion, c) financial and insurance services;
d) eco-tourism; e) agriculture; f) joint
ventures in education; and, g) industrial
development.
Generally speaking, China and Pakistan’s brotherhood has defeated all
the challenges and emerged as an iconic
brotherhood in the contemporary world.
China and Pakistan have strong state-tostate and people-to-people connections
based on mutual interests and respect.
The friendship between China and Pakistan stood strong against all odds. The assistance to each other in the fight against
COVID-19 is another glaring example of
the manifestation of iconic brotherhood
between China and Pakistan. For example, after the outbreak of coronavirus,

China urgently needed protective suits,
safety goggles, and medical masks. The
government of Pakistan sent 84,500 N95
Masks, 279,000 Surgical Masks, Suits
8500, and Goggles 2400 to support the
Chinese struggle against Coronavirus.
Similarly, later on, when the
COVID-19 hit Pakistan, China sent
500,000 surgical masks and 50,000 N95
masks. China also sent a team of medical doctors to train and assist Pakistani
doctors in the fight against coronavirus
in Pakistan. Recently, the People’s Liberation Army has also donated vaccines to
Pakistan Armed Forces. These doses of
vaccination have been given to the government of Pakistan to contribute to the
national vaccination drive.
The support to each other in hard
times reflects the iconic brotherhood
and friendship of China and Pakistan
as the Chinese quote says, “A friend in
need is a friend indeed.” The fight against
COVID-19 has further strengthened the
China-Pakistan brotherhood. The support to each other does not end here. China is sending vaccinations to Pakistan to
meet the goal of vaccination drive in the
country. Recently, Pakistan has received
1 million doses of coronavirus vaccine
from China. It is pertinent to mention
here that China previously has gifted
three batches of the vaccine to Pakistan,
which helped Pakistan to commence the
Covid-19 vaccination drive in the country.
In summary it can be said that China
and Pakistan have enjoyed conflict-free
and strong relations for a long time. Both
countries have always supported each
other through thick and thin. Now, The
BRI and its flagship project CPEC have
set a new direction for both China and
Pakistan towards a “shared destiny.” This
quotation truly and precisely explains
the iconic brotherhood of China and Pakistan, “Pak-China friendship is higher
than the Himalayas, deeper than oceans
and sweeter than honey”.
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Pakistan-Turkey

A Case of Special Relations
ulti-dimensional ties between
Pakistan and Turkey are essence
of brotherhood, which started
amongst the Indian Muslims
and the Ottoman Empire. It is
pertinent to mention that previously
even secular Turkey never hindered the
progression of friendly connections with
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. These relations have had profound cultural and political associations between both countries. The people of Turkey lovingly recall
the care they had received from Indian
Muslims during the Turkish War of Independence that led to the formation of
contemporary Turkey.
Historically there are many features
behind companionable connections between the two countries. Both Pakistan
and Turkey are further extending their
collaboration being members of several
regional organizations. Therefore, connections between Pakistan and Turkey
should be viewed from a wider historical
context. The cooperation between Pakistan and Turkey was originally regarding following the security aid stemmed
from their mutual confrontation of the
communist bloc in the 1950s. Today both
countries are engaged in curbing the
menace of terrorism along with boosting
trade and economic activities.
The relations between Pakistan and
Turkey are composed of multiple facets
but the most prominent ones are religion
and culture. They both have demonstrated to be significant determinants for enhancing relations between Pakistan and
Turkey. When we talk about the diplomatic relations between Pakistan and
Turkey, it truly connected back to the
Ottoman Empire, even before the advent
of Pakistan and Turkey as independent
states.
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Today both countries are enjoying
cordial relation whether its business,
trade, education, tourism, defense, production, infrastructural developments
or the cooperation in cultural ventures.
There is marvelous potential in numerous areas of interest and. The formation
of joint business council and joint marketing company has additionally comforted
the situation for investors and businessmen from the both sides. Turkey’s capital

“The relations between Pakistan and Turkey are composed of multiple facets but
the most prominent ones are
religion and culture.”

and skilled manpower of Pakistan is indeed an excellent incorporation for joint
ventures in the Persian Gulf and Central
Asia. These are the obvious facts and advancement is underway to meet the decisive goals. For enhancing trade activities
in 2015 Pakistan and Turkey has signed
free trade agreement (FTA).
This step was taken, as there was
requirement to improve trade volume,
which appeared to be inadequate earlier.
Recently, Pakistan and Turkey decided
to articulate a declaration of an economic framework to upsurge bilateral trade
volume to $5 billion from the current volume of $800 million. The two countries
have realized their trade volume go up
from $600 million to about $800 million
over the last five years. Some of the experts are of the opinion that the presence
of corresponding economies was one of
the reasons for formerly low volume of
trade between the two countries but on

the other hand, both have mutual target
markets.
Growing defense ties between the
two nations is something worth mentioning. The military-to-military relationship is demonstrated by the armed
forces training exchange program, which
was inaugurated in 2000. Since the program commenced, around 1,500 Pakistani military officers have been trained
in Turkey. Turkey also helps uphold Pakistan’s fleet of F-16 aircraft. Bilateral
defense and security collaboration was
increased with noteworthy defense deals
in 2018, and currently after China, Turkey is Pakistan’s second-biggest arms
supplier. In October 2018, the Pakistan
Navy commissioned a 17,000-tonne fleet
tanker, constructed in partnership with
Turkish defense company STM in the
southern port city of Karachi. According
to Pakistani military sources, It was the
biggest warship ever built in the Karachi
Shipyard and Engineering Works. Turkey is also upgrading three Pakistani
submarines.
In July 2018, Turkey won a multibillion-dollar tender to supply four corvettes to the Pakistan Navy. In 2016, Turkey gave 34 T-37 aircraft (with spares)
to Pakistan. Many military training and
exchange programs are in pipeline. Earlier in January this year, Azerbaijan, Pakistan, and Turkey held the second round
of foreign minister-level trilateral talks in
Islamabad.
A joint statement was issued later which mentioned an arrangement
on the arguments like Cyprus, Kashmir,
and Nagorno-Karabakh. Turkey’s stance
over Kashmir is also something which attaches the both Nations. In recent years,
President of Turkey Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has loudly supported a negotiated

settlement to the Kashmir issue. He also
remained vocal on the issue at the U.N.
General Assembly, where he called for
the urgent resolve of the Kashmir dispute according to the will of the people
of Kashmir as well as resolutions passed
by UN in this regard. Erdogan’s support
for the people of Kashmir has frustrated
New Delhi, which bristles at any external
effort to internationalize the Kashmir
issue. Erdoğan has won hearts of Pakistanis as well as Kashmiris.
The leadership of both states evidently revealed the inclination to collaborate in all spheres. During Erdoğan’s ad-

During the Turkish War of Independence when the Muslims
of the northwestern British Raj
sent monetary assistance to
the declining Ottoman Empire
which was trailed by the creation of the Turkish Republic.
It was the very first diplomatic
collaboration between both
countries. Soon after the independence of sub-continent in
1947 Turkey established diplomatic relations with Pakistan.
Since then these bilateral relations have been focused on the
necessity to augment cultural,
religious and economic integration. The founder of Pakistan
Quaid-e- Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah in a reply to the speech of
the first Turkish Ambassador to
Pakistan said, “Turkey has been
in our thoughts constantly and
has drawn our admiration for
the bravery of its people and the
way in which Turkish statesman
and leaders have struggled and
fought almost single handed
in the midst of Europe for your
freedom and sovereignty which
have been happily maintained.
I can, therefore, assure Your
Excellency that the Muslims of
Pakistan entertain sentiments
of affection and esteem for your
country, and now Turkey and
Pakistan both as free, sovereign
and independent countries, can
strengthen their ties more and
more for the good of both” .

dress to the Joint Session of the National
Assembly of Pakistan, he recognized
Pakistan’s
support being
linked with
the historical
perspectives.
T h ro u g h o u t
his address,
he
broadly
displayed his
support for
Pakistan. He
revealed
in
his speech, “I
thank God for
giving me this
opportunity.
I am thankful
to each of you
individually
for allowing
me to address this joint session of Parliament. I would like to convey the greetings of 83 million brothers and sisters in
Turkey”.
The Turkish delegation was consisted of investors, CEOs of corporate industries, businesspersons and ministers,
which further paved way for cooperation
and investment in many spheres. During
the visit of Turkish President, both countries concluded two memorandums of
understandings (MoUs) to upsurge the
level of economic engagement and assemble the unexploited potential for
cumulative trade and investment. It was
decided during a meeting of the Joint
Working Group (JWG) on Trade and Investment held on the sidelines of the visit
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
The finalized MoUs comprise of
Trade Facilitation and Customs Cooperation, and the other to strengthen collaboration in the field of Halal Accre¬ditation.
Both countries decided to explore the
potentials of enhancing bilateral trade by
jointly valuable market admittance and
trade facilitation. Both Muslim Nations
decided to further revise the current bilateral trade and decided to increase the
level of economic engagement. Around
450 productive B2B meetings were held
between the visiting Turkish companies
and their Pak¬istani business counterparts. More than 200 prominent businessmen from Pakistani counterpart
sectors, leading trade bodies as well as
government organizations inclu¬ding
PBIT, TDCP, PTDC were present at the
event. TUMSAID, DIEK and Pakistan-Turkey Friend¬ship Association represented the Turkish side. Previously in 2004,
Pakistan and Turkey tried to enhance
the trade ties along with increasing the
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investment opportunities but remained
unsuccessful to accomplish a free trade
agreement regardless of several rounds
and meetings. In 2019, the trade talks
reached to some conclusion.
Turkey has expertise in shipping,
export processing zones and road infrastructure network. This can be a supportive in China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor and other transit routes. Turkey and Pakistan have potential to work
together and explore more opportunities with regards to investment in fields
like defense industry, food processing
and packing, automotive industry and
auto parts, household appliances, leather machinery, textiles, construction material and finished products, surgical
instruments and sports goods. Turkish
law enforcing agencies particularly police authorities have assisted Pakistan to
formulate an adequate security and surveillance systems across its major cities.
These systems have ability to revamp the
recruitment and training schemes and
they contain newest crime-fighting techniques to fight out terrorism and crimes.
Security Cooperation Protocol has
already been signed between Pakistan
and Turkey. Pakistan and Turkey being the founding members of the Economic Cooperation Organization and
the Developing 8 Countries (D-8), have
worked together to negotiate a preferential trading agreement. The purpose
of this agreement is to upsurge trade and
investments. Tourism industry is one of
the prominent sectors mentioned in this
agreement. The private sector of Turkey
is also investing in Pakistan in several
sectors. The long standing relations between Pakistan and Turkey has much
more to explore and work in the times to
come.
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Pakistan’s Offers

Humanitarian Assistance to India
ndia emerged as epicenter
of harrowing Covid carnage
against the backdrop of country`s perceived ‘victory’ against
pandemic. The xenophobic
self-enthralled imperial imposter BJP
regime was confident enough to declare
‘victory’ against pandemic back in January 28, 2021. While addressing virtual
summit of World Economic Forum 2021,
the exuberant Modi, masquerading as
esteemed messiah, projected himself the
inevitable global savior by declaring; “We
salvaged humanity from a big disaster
by containing the coronavirus effectively”. His haughty posture was oblivious of
ground realities whereby India was on
brink of exploding into a simmering humanitarian quandary. The official death
toll, which surpassed 208,000 on April
27th, is outrageously soaring. By some
estimates, the true figure could be twenty
times higher than official figures as government is desperately trying to conceal
its lethal failure. The genocidal regime
was pre-occupied with crushing farmers protest and the Kashmiri liberation
struggle and hence directed the entire
state apparatus for its heinous designs.
Meanwhile, government`s indifference to
propagate corona SOPs or stewardship
of health system brought the country at
precipice of a medical holocaust. Unfortunately, oxygen is the new currency required to sustain the beleaguered Indian
state.
The dramatic tide of events left
self-proclaimed emerging Asian eco-
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nomic powerhouse and ‘strategic counter-weight to China’ begging for emergency medical aid. Amid million of shrieks
and thousands of pleas, Pakistan was inundated by empathy for fellow brethren
in neighborhood. Pakistan stands with
India emerged as top trend on social media while its eminent public figures and
citizens offered heartfelt condolences
and prayers. India`s newfound strategic
god-father United States immediately
imposed ruthless travel ban while baring
its citizens to visit the crumbling country.

The fellow apartheid regime Israel also
followed this precedent while its news
media exploded into naked criticism of
Indian government`s handling of pandemic. India`s QUAD strategic partner
Australia even banned entry of Australian-Indian dual nationals while its news
media launched systematic vilification
campaign accusing Modi government of
being complacent and indifferent during
current corona cataclysm. The scathing
criticism of an article published in ‘The
Australian’ was so intense that it prompt-

ed Indian embassy to formally issue a letter to Australian Editor-in-chief Christopher Doe while calling the content of his
newspaper ‘malicious and baseless’.
While International media and
civil society was busy in castigating malevolent Indian Republic`s mishandling
of pandemic, Pakistani media, public,
civil society and government officials
expressed unconditional solidarity concomitant with unprecedented outpouring of prayers. While closely monitoring
unfolding tragedy in India, “IndiaNeedsOxygen’ became top twitter trend in Pakistan for two consecutive days.
Pakistan`s Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi urged that humanitarian riddles require spirit beyond narrow political concerns. His proposition
to jointly combat pandemic under banner of SAARC (South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation) sounds timely
salvage South Asia from further health
disaster. Apparently, Pakistan`s strategy
to express deep concern over grim milestone unfolding in India took inspiration
from J.K Rowling`s classic work ‘Order of
the Phoenix’ whereby she propounded
that;
“Indifference and neglect often do
much more damage than outright dislike.”
The self-enamored Indian leader`s
obduracy is his classic modus operandi
as he did not offer a word of solidarity
or sympathy when Pakistan was battling
with its first peak of corona surge. Likewise, while speaking to World Economic

Pakistan`s PM Imran Khan
stressed upon the primacy of humanity over battlefield hostilities
by somber reminder that there
is need to mitigate this global
challenge by joint efforts. He
expressed his earnest remarks on
Twitter;
“Our prayers for a speedy recovery go to all those suffering from
the pandemic in our neighbourhood & the world. We must fight
this global challenge confronting
humanity together.”
Forum in January 2021, Indian premier`s
speech was spectacle of palpable exuberance as he made tall claims about India`s
health apparatus and Covid- preparedness. Europe and US were witnessing
countless deaths at that time while neither premier Modi nor his government
officials offered any help or sympathy to
even close allies during hour of misery.
His condescending posture was evident
when he stated at WEF;
“Friends, I have brought the message of confidence, positivity and hope
from 1.3 billion Indians amid these times
of apprehension … It was predicted that
India would be the most affected country
from corona all over the world. It was said
that there would be a tsunami of corona
infections in India, somebody said 700800 million Indians would get infected
while others said 2 million Indians would
die. Friends, it would not be advisable to
judge India’s success with that of another country. In a country which is home to
18% of the world population, that country has saved humanity from a big disaster by containing corona effectively”.
The Chief Minister of Dehli Arvind
Kejrival conducted an emergency news
conference whereby he registered an appeal to world that India is in dire need of

oxygen and medical supplies to evade an
ensuing tragedy. Pakistan didn`t waste a
moment to respond while asserting that
both India and Pakistan have to jointly
explore modalities of further cooperation to jointly launch fight against pandemic. Marking an unprecedented token
of solidarity, Pakistani government on
April 24th offered substantial medical
support to India. “As a gesture of solidarity with the people of India in the wake
of the current wave of Covid-19, Pakistan
has offered to provide relief support to
India including ventilators, Bi PAP, digital X-ray machines, PPEs (Personal protective equipments) and related items,”
a statement from the Foreign Office said.
The fascist saffron terrorist Indian
organization Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) meanwhile directed its propaganda arm towards Pakistan, accusing
‘Pakistan-backed’ social media handles
of spreading ‘negativity’. Ajay Mohan
Bisht, the saffron-robed chief minister
of Uttar Pradesh, who goes by the name
Yogi Adityanath, has declared that there
is no shortage of oxygen in any hospital
in his state and that rumourmongers will
be arrested without bail under the National Security Act and has their property seized. Meanwhile, Indian government
successfully ‘deactivated’ myriad social
media accounts critical of government.
While drains are choked with dead bodies and hospitals ran out of beds, the national security mania of jingoistic regime
was pre-occupied with ‘possible Pakistani mischief’.
Pakistani public unanimously urged
their government to extend support to
India during these taxing times. The humanitarian propensity of Pakistani public
and government and public outpouring
of sympathy for saffron terrorist Indian
regime debunked the myth that Pakistan is illiberal primitive pariah state.
Global media conglomerates and Indian
reprehensible tactics have long acted to
portray Pakistan as regional reprobate.
The scandalous revelations of EU disinfo- lab illustrated that systematic highly
funded media blitzkrieg was carried out
for years to project Pakistan as extremist
terrorist state worthy of boycott. Entire
globe witnessed Pakistan`s earnest desire to help its bête noire during Covid
rampage through any possible means.
While callous disregard of Indian regime
regarding handling of pandemic indicated that a self-infatuated regime could become threat to world order.
Sardonically, Indian government`s
defense spending obsession to coerce
Pakistan into submission palpably unraveled inherent weakness of its internal
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state apparatus. The haughty defense
paraphernalia and persistent brinkmanship didn`t come to rescue the disintegrating health machinery. This depicts
that military adventurism and costly
foreign policy adventures cannot even
circumvent the dwindling popularity
of seasoned demagogues. This Indian
health cauldron and corresponding Pakistan`s unconditional camaraderie necessitates paradigm shift in South Asia
to cajole both nuclear armed neighbours
to pool their resources and usher robust
people-centric social welfare schemes.
Bilateral health diplomacy amid Covid
surge could serve as dues ex machine to
break the diplomatic ice between these
regional goliaths. The time is ripe to let
humanity conquer hitherto bleak strategic ambiance of South Asia.
“Act in such a way that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in
the person of any other, never merely as a
means to an end, but always at the same
time as an end.” Immanuel Kant.
Pakistan`s premier highly revered
philanthropist initiative Edhi Foundation set exemplary precedent by offering
India substantial help to combat current
Covid crisis. Faisal Edhi, son of acclaimed late philanthropist Abdul Sattar
Edhi and managing director of Edhi
Foundation, wrote a letter to Indian government and assured him that ‘they are
closely monitoring the impact of current
tragedy being unfolding in India”. He
further added;
“We are very sorry to hear about the
exceptionally heavy impact that the
pandemic has had on your country,
where a tremendous number of people
are suffering immensely,” said Faisal in
his letter. On behalf of Edhi Foundation,
he offered astronomical help of “a fleet
of 50 ambulances along with professional services of staff to assist India in
‘addressing, and further circumventing,
the current health conditions’. This
constructive engagement with xenophobic Brahmin exclusivist Indian regime
exhibits that healthy mindsets revere
humanity at highest pedestal while
puerile ideologies accord primacy to
narrow political interests while utterly
disparaging humanitarian concerns.
American author Kurt Vonnegut in his
work “Breakfast of Champions” rightly
asserted that; “We are healthy only to
the extent that our ideas are humane”.
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Now the
responsibility
of turning the
tables falls on
each individual
outside of
the occupied
territory to
forward their
efforts to
ensure peace in
the region.
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Conflict

he recent violent crisis that unfolded in Palestine is not new for
an eye to witness. It is a bloody
tale that dates back to the defeat of
the Ottoman Empire during World
War I. The territory of Palestine was given
under the control of one of the victors of
World War I, Britain. The residents of Palestine, before Britain declared Palestine
a ‘national home for the Jews fleeing the
prosecutions, was comprised of the Arabs,
Christians, and Jews however the Jews and
Christians were in minority. The fleeing
Jews started settling in Palestine and the
number of fleeing Jews grew between the
1920s and 1940s as the Holocaust in Europe was intensifying. With more and more
foreign Jews settling and making Palestine
their homeland, violence erupted between
the Jews and the Arabs. To settle the disputes between the Jews and the Arabs, in
1947 the UK pushed the international community and the UN to divide the Palestinian state between the Arabs and Jews.
In 1947, the United Nations voted to
split Palestine into Arab and Jewish states,
with Jerusalem becoming an international city. Although the Palestinian state was
forcefully divided between the two parties
by an external third party, the acceptance
of the division was only agreed upon by
one party, the Jews, which is where the fault
line of the past and present conflict lies.
The Arabs never agreed to the two-state
solution, that divided their homeland and
gave pieces of their territory to foreigners
without their consent. This failure to bring
the two sides on one agreeable agenda is
rather not a two-state solution but turned
into a two-state fiasco which the world I
witnessed since then. Soon after the end
of British rule over Palestine, the legacy of
Britain that followed is called ‘the Catastrophe’ or Al-Nakba by the Palestinians.
The reason behind the title of what
followed the end of British rule is so ruthless is because of barbarianism by the Jews

that forced the Palestinians out of their
own homes and took over their residencies. After the Jews took over the Palestinian homes and territories, in 1948 they
declared the creation of the state of Israel
and captured 78% of historic Palestine expelling about 750,000 Palestinians. Such
violent acts attracted a lot of objection that
a full-fledged war erupted that drew Arab
troops from the neighboring countries.
Egypt fought on behalf of Palestinians and
captured the Gaza strip that connected to
its borders, while the area bordering with
Jordan, the West Bank, was concurred by
Jordanian force. Jordanian forces also held
control of Eastern Jerusalem while Western Jerusalem was under the Israeli forces.
Though the war ended peace was
never attained between the two sides as
there was no peace agreement between
the two warring sides. The viciousness
continued and in 1967 another war erupted, where Israel took over East Jerusalem
which was never to be under Israel’s control, the West Bank, Golan Heights, Gaza
as well as neighboring Egyptians’ Sinai
Peninsula. The Israeli occupation of furthermore territory that was never Israel’s
according to the proposed UN two-state
solution violated the International Law.
The war created Palestinian refugees fleeing to neighboring countries and was not
allowed to return. This utter chaos was
caused by Jews, once fleeing from persecutions, now turned persecutors themselves,
and Israel, to date, has not had a change of
heart to recognize that history is being repeated. Israel continues to occupy the West
Bank and Gaza while claiming the whole of
Jerusalem as its capital while throwing the
Arabs out of the few homes and territories.
Israel yearns to maintain the status quo
and overlooks its atrocities hence denying peace in the region a chance. Violence
erupts in the regions on usual, sometimes
between the locals and other times between the governments.

The present outspreading crisis
in the Gaza strip and the Western Bank
is a humanitarian disaster. Due to Israel
occupying the majority of the Palestinian land, the Palestinians are squeezed
into small spaces cause severe urban
crowding that leads to dire scarcity of
basic services such as water, electricity,
and sewage treatment. The Palestinians
are also suffering from staggering unemployment and loss of businesses due to
blockages of supplies by Israel. Additionally, the political authority of Palestine’s
government Fatah is also unstable and
ineffective as they have limited control
over their territory and the rule of law
is weak along with no accountability and
mounting corruption. This lack of control
by the Palestinian Authorities has given
room to other actors such as Hamas and
Palestinian Liberation Organisation to
encapsulate the politics as well the influence over the territory.
After the failure of Fatah to form a
government, the rule had to be divided
between Fatah-led Palestinian authority
governed the West Bank, while the Gaza
Strip was governed by Hamas. The political fractures, social disorder, economic
burden and physical separation of Gaza
and the West Bank fosters further instability in the region making the task of
resistance against the apartheid a tough
challenge for the Palestinians. Israel continues immoral actions believing that
the Palestinians are at fault for not accepting the two-state solution that could
have promoted peace and stability in the
region and Israel is conducting missile
strikes to merely defend itself.
Israel, on its side of the occupied
territory, has built low-priced luxurious
housing that is growing in number rapidly. With Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem and the move of the US embassy
to Jerusalem, Israel has gained more confidence to build even larger settlements
in East Jerusalem. Economically, Israel
has progressed and further integrated
its economy in world markets. In 2019,
Israel’s GDP is about $394.7 billion, and
its annual growth rate of about 3.5% every year. The Israeli military is the 14th
best in the world with a budget of $17
billion. It also has enormous US sup-

port that there is a US law that ensures
the Israeli military’s qualitative military

edge over states in the Middle East. It
has advanced fighter jets, high-tech defense systems, space-based assets, and
a well-trained military. The great quantitative and qualitative edge in terms of
socio-political-economic stature, as well
as international support from the powerful states, encourages Israel to continue
to expert pressure to evict and murder
Palestinians to occupy their state.
The answer to the termination of
this conflict is simpler than usually understood. Palestinians have not accepted
the two-state solution and there are fewer chances of a compromise in the future.
They demand their homeland and wish
to live there with full rights given under
international law. However, there seem
fewer chances of any physical possibility
that Israel would willingly end the occupation and agree to a solution unless its
benefits outweighed the cost. The steps
towards conflict resolution, therefore,
are unlikely to come from either the Israeli or Palestinian side. Now the responsibility of turning the tables falls on each
individual outside of the occupied territory to forward their efforts
to ensure peace in the region. Each individual could
range from high-level political leaders to common citizens. This is where a powerful wave of impact can be
generated capable to move
Israel. These acts by the individuals could be as simple
as a boycott of the Israeli
consumer goods, the technology companies boycott
Israeli technology, those
investing in Israel take out
their investments and most
importantly the big trade
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partners of Israel impose sanctions.
Additionally, there must be strong
lobbies that play a role in reduce political
support to Israel. Only these measures
overturn the cost and benefit analysis
of the occupation and pressure Israel to
withdraw from the occupied land. For
such measures to bear fruits, the U.S
military, strategic and political support
for Israel needs a major shift. Although,
speaking on the Israel-Palestine issue in
Washington was considered political suicide, however, these dynamics are changing. Now the US Congress is beginning
to realize that Israel is using US-provided military equipment to violate human
rights which is against US laws. Moreover, the US voters are also becoming
conscious of the fact the taxpayer’s money is funding Israel’s gross human rights
violation. Though the debate has started
within Washington circles, the actual
shift would be when the debate materializes into policy change towards Israel.
Furthermore, another important
role can be played by the European leaders, who are engaged with Israel on political, economic, social as well as strategic
levels. Along with this the Muslim world
playing an important role needs to portray a united front and similar goals to
the rest of the world. Among immediate
actions, Israel needs to end its principle
of the blockade as this policy has destroyed Gaza and the West Bank’s economy and without trade, there is a surge
of the informal economy under the control of Hamas making it stronger. Much
focus is assigned to blaming one side or
the other when in reality both sides are
suffering even if one suffers less than the
other. Therefore, to reach an approach
that could resolve the grievances on both
ends there is a need for a constructive
and open-minded approach.
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China’s Ambassador
to Pakistan
HE. Nong Rong:
Custodian of Diplomatic Ties
hen we talk about China’s relations with neighboring countries, its relations with Pakistan
are the closest and friendliest.
Pakistan and China has established diplomatic relations back in 1951. This
made Pakistan one of the first Islamic
countries as well as the second country
in South Asia after India to establish diplomatic relations with China. Both Nations have continued to be strong allies
ever since. The intimacy of the relationship between the two countries can be
understood from major bilateral interactions over the years. For example, in the
Indo-Pakistani wars of 1965 and 1971,
China showed full support for Pakistan.
In addition, China always comes up as
a helping hand for Pakistan in times of
need. The recent assistance amid covid
19 was a gesture of love and affection for
the people of Pakistan. The two countries
enjoy close cooperation in areas such as
trade, defense, regional peace and many
others. In recent years, China’s growth
across a range of areas has been the focus of increasing international consideration. China is extensively measured
to be an emerged power changing the
world order and geostrategic dynamics.
Thus, China’s strategic relationship
with Pakistan must be understood from
an international strategic perspective.
Though China-Pakistan relations have
continuously been friendly, past collaboration between the two countries was
generally at the political and military
level with less focus on inclusive social,
economic, and cultural exchange. Things
have been changed rapidly over the past
few years with more focus on social and
economic impacts. In May 2013 Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang visited Pakistan with
an official proposal of the concept of the
“China-Pakistan Economic Corridor”, and
thus a game changer project been start-

38 | Melange June 2021

ed. The diplomatic mission has always
been an imperative foundation to further
enhance the previously existing relations
between two countries.
On his appointment, various diplomatic sources revealed that Ambassador
Nong Rong would deliver much desirable
push to the momentous China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) project which
is a flagship project of its enormous Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), linking China
with the entire world through new highways and routes. Ambassador Nong Rong
is regarded among close advisors of present Chinese leadership. Last month Chinese Am¬¬bassador Nong Rong during
a media talk revealed that in the first six
months since his posting to Islamabad
he got convinced that there is a national
harmony in Pakistan on the necessity to
complete all CPEC-related development
projects timely. He further stated that
since his arrival in Pakistan in October
last year, several meetings were held
with Prime Minister Imran Khan and
the army chief and the purpose of these
meetings was to repeatedly exchanged
views in order to dispel all propaganda
as well as for smooth completion of ongoing projects. China and Pakistan are
strategic cooperative partners. Pakistan
has an important place in chain’s foreign
relations. Another aspect where both
countries can further work together is
to poverty alleviation. Prime Minister
Imran Khan himself has frequently highlighted the importance of learning from
China’s experience.
Ambassador Nong Rong has full
confidence, he expresses it at various
occasions that with willpower, and commitment Pakistan can bring the same
changes for its people as done by China.
This year marks the 70th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between China and Pakistan. Ambassa-

dor Nong Rong is fully committed that
China will continue to endorse practical
cooperation in several fields between the
two countries whether it is about sharing experience to curb poverty, adhere
to high-quality development of the CPEC,
or focusing on supporting the concept
of industrialisation and urbanization
in Pakistan. Under the command of the
Ambassador, being the custodian of Pak
china relations cooperation in all spheres
will prove to be an evident phenomenon.
The new current Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Mr Nong Rong assumed his charge at the end of Last
year. Many media outlets reported
that in more than 40 years, for the
first time China has chosen a non-career ambassador for Pakistan. Ambassador Nong Rong has spent 29
years serving in foreign trade and
economic affairs of China in various
dimensions. He was never connected
with the Chinese Foreign Office but
has marvelous skill of negotiating
and understanding trade and economic matters. Ambassador Nong
Rong was born in September 1967
in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region located near the Vietnam’s
border. He attained degrees of MBA
and EMBA, and owns a certificate
of International Business Engineer.
Before joining his current role, he
was serving as Secretary of the CPC
Group, Ethnic and Religious Affairs
Commission of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region. He was also Deputy Head of the United Front Work Department of CPC Committee, Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region.

he meteoric rise of Crown
Prince Muhammad bin Salman
(MbS) reverberated round the
entire Middle East and world
at large. Being the favorite
sixth son of King Salman, MbS rose from
obscurity to global fame within short
span of time. He subsequently resorted
to usher his potential that he really wants
to steer the Kingdom towards novel trajectory. While talking to The Economist,
he candidly stated that;
“My dream as a young man in Saudi Arabia, and the
dreams
of men in Saudi
Arabia are so many,
a nd
I try to compete
with
them
and
their
dreams,
and they compete with mine,
to create a
better
Saudi
Ara-

bia”.

Acting like quintessential populist
messiah, Crown Prince MbS embarked
upon grand rejuvenation plan of Saudi
civilization, economy and defense. By
granting women the long fought right to
drive, he exhibited his progressive propensity.
While talking to The Atlantic, he
asserted that; “I support Saudi Arabia,
and half of Saudi Arabia is women. So I
support women”. His economic roadmap
that is “vision 2030” tends to revamp the
contours of Saudi economic trajectory
towards more sustainable options such
as renewable energy, tourism and technology. This depicts his propensity to
relinquish orthodox rules and pave way
for innovation. While inaugurating the
ambitious tech-city, MbS declared that;
“We try to work only with the dreamers.
This place is not for conventional people
or companies.”
He has demonstrated his ability to
learn from his mistakes instead of imitating again. For instance, after brinkmanship with Qatar, he chose the conciliatory

path and prevented collapse of GCC. This
normalization of ties with Qatar also
paved way for rapprochement with Ankara. The de-facto ruler`s bonhomie with
Israel signifies that MBS can take daring decisions.
There are multiple shades of
MBS and time will tell that which
shade dominates his personality.
On one hand, he is promoting
modernizing and progressive
image of KSA by promoting entertainment, concerts, wrestling and other mega-sport-

ing events. He is
gradually liquidating the formidable power
of orthodox religious establishment by amending conservative
laws.
Furthermore, his enlightened discourse at
international forums illustrates
his earnest desire
to actually divert
the Kingdom towards liberal democracy.
Crown Prince MBS is most revered
foreign dignitary in Pakistan. His bonhomie with Pakistani PM and financial pipeline during strenuous economic situation
made him win the hearts of Pakistanis.
During his visit to Pakistan in February
2019, MbS assured Prime Minister Imran
Khan: “Consider me an ambassador of
Pakistan in Saudi Arabia.”
It`s puerile indictment to assess
that one system of governance is better

than other as every country has its own
indigenous dynamics. If Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia under de facto ruler MBS
successfully achieves economic rejuvenation concomitant with substantial societal change, then it will bode well not
only for Islamic world but also for global
community. While expressing his determination, MbS told New York Times, “I
fear that the day I die, I am going to die
without accomplishing what I have in my
mind. Life is too short, and a lot of things
can happen, and I am really keen to see
it with my own eyes and that is why I am
in a hurry.”

While expressing his
determination, MBS told New
York Times,
“I fear that the day I die,
I am going to die without
accomplishing what I have in my
mind. Life is too short, and a lot
of things can happen, and I am
really keen to see it with my own
eyes and that is why I am in a
hurry.”
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These people were
already deprived of
their dignity and I
didn’t feel I had the
right to take photos
of them as if they
were animals in a
zoo. This feeling was
so unpleasant that I
decided not to show or
sell those pictures to
newspapers.
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n April 1, a mural appeared in
the Southern Italian city of Naples, depicting Palestinian workers lining at an Israeli military
checkpoint near the occupied
city of Bethlehem, in the West Bank. It is
called ‘Welcome to Bethlehem’. The mural,
which quickly became popular in the town
and on social media, was the work of a wellknown Italian artist and photographer,

Eduardo Castaldo.

Castaldo, who is a cinematic and television photographer, is not your typical
artist, as he dedicates part of his time and
efforts to championing struggles for human
rights, equality and justice, especially in Palestine and throughout the Middle East. It is
only befitting that Castaldo is from Naples,
a Southern Italian city with deep historical
and cultural connections with Palestine
and the Arab world. As Italian culture had
itself influenced the Arab world, numerous
markers of Arab culture can also be detected in Naples, from the Neapolitan dialect to
music and dance, to food and much more.
Moreover, Naples itself is a symbol of
the Italian resistance. The September 1943
uprising, known as “Le Quattro Giornate di
Napoli” - Four Days of Naples - was a watershed moment in the history of the city as
it liberated itself from Nazi German occupation. Castaldo’s mural of the Palestinian
workers is not his only work on Palestine
and the Middle East. He has done other artistic displays. Moreover, he has spent years
in Palestine working as a photojournalist.
We spoke to the Italian artist to understand his connection with Palestine and the
Arab world, his inspirations and his ongoing fight against injustice in all of its forms.

Capturing the Occupation

“This work originated from my expe-

rience as a photo reporter in the Middle
East,” Castaldo said in reference to ‘Welcome to Bethlehem’.
Castaldo worked as a photojournalist in Palestine for about four years, from
2007-2011. These years allowed him to immerse himself in the Palestinian experience
and to “directly witness the cruel dynamics
of Israeli military occupation.”
“I visited the Bethlehem checkpoint
several times, where I took many photos.
My street artwork is a collage of photos that
I took at the time,” he tells us.
“That was a particularly harrowing experience,” Castaldo reflects:
“I was standing outside the checkpoint
bars, taking pictures of Palestinian workers
between ages 30 and 60, even 70, piled on
top of one another for hours to cross the
checkpoint and reach Jerusalem to work.
These people repeated this same routine
every day, from as early as 4 AM to 8 AM.
And every day, they were forced by circumstances to suffer that same dehumanizing
experience, simply to earn meager amounts
of money (to feed their families).”
Castaldo felt “uncomfortable being
a Western photojournalist, outside of the
bars, taking pictures” of entrapped Palestinian workers. He explains the reasons behind his uneasiness:
“These people were already deprived
of their dignity and I didn’t feel I had the
right to take photos of them as if they were
animals in a zoo. This feeling was so unpleasant that I decided not to show or sell
those pictures to newspapers.”
But that feeling didn’t depart Castaldo’s conscience; in fact, it grew “stronger
and stronger” to the point that Castaldo
quit photojournalism altogether. Needless
to say, those experiences in Palestine were
imprinted in Castaldo’s mind until this day.

“After several years, around 2018, I people in Naples. He has been one of the
decided to re-elaborate these photos and key figures for the pro-Palestine activism
I turned them into something else entirely,” he says, explaining:
“I put together 40-50 images in one
single image, which won several awards,
including the Sony World Photography
Awards in 2018. Feeling the need to convey Palestinians’ painful experiences to
the world, I transformed that picture into
a street artwork. As an artist, that was my
way to narrate that experience: both my
feeling of discomfort and the humiliation
and abuse that Palestinians were forced
to suffer.”

From Naples to Palestine

The Bethlehem mural is not the
only street artwork that Castaldo dedicated to Palestine. In Via San Giovanni a
Pignatelli, also in Naples, there is another
breathtaking mural of a Neapolitan woman dumping a bucket of water at two Israeli soldiers who are trying to climb the
wall.
Castaldo says that this work is, too,
a “reconstruction of a photo taken during
an Israeli military operation in Palestine”.
“The act of throwing water is quite
common in Naples, especially by women
who want to scare away kids when they
are too loud in the street,” he says. “By
associating this typical reaction with Israeli soldiers I tried to epitomize Naples’
solidarity with the Palestinian people. In
my mind, that gesture became a symbol
of anti-Zionist Naples.”
But Castaldo’s Palestinian inspiration exceeds that of the geographic
boundaries of Palestine to Italy itself.
“Subsequently, I decided to add an element to the Palestinian flag,” which is
present in the mural, namely a portrait
of Ali Oraney, a Palestinian-Italian activist who has been living in Naples since
the early 1980s and died from Covid-19
some months ago.
“Ali played an important role in carrying out the struggle of the Palestinian

in Naples and, more generally, in Italy important to point out that this freedom
and that is a tribute from my town to the is not neutral, it has to stand on one side,
on the right side.”
Palestinian people and Ali.”

Human Connection

Like other artists, journalists and
other visitors to Palestine, the human
connection, for Castaldo, was far more
powerful a rapport than books and news
broadcasts. Spending time with Palestinians is usually the best answer to the dehumanization they suffer at the hand of
mainstream media.
“Living in Palestine and the Arab
world allowed me to create a strong bond
with ordinary people living there, with
their experiences, and with their daily
struggles,” he says.
“I have made friends with many
people there and I had the chance to experience some of these things firsthand,
as a journalist and a human being. This
is essentially what created my bond with
the Palestinian people.”

Art and Change

We asked Castaldo whether he
believes that art is capable of altering
reality in any way.
As an artist “I have no illusion
that my art can change things on the
ground,” he says. “However, it is a way
to offer my skills to what I perceive
as important. It has undoubtedly a
personal value to me. And I believe
the political value of my artworks is
intrinsically linked to the places in
which they are set.” Castaldo’s “ultimate goal is to connect the city of Naples, where I live, to this cause.”
On art, politics, and freedom, the
accomplished Italian artist says:
“I am perfectly aware that my
art will not change such a dramatic
political situation or have a key role,
but I also think it can contribute because art is freedom. And, to me, it is

Beyond Palestine

Castaldo’s morally motivated and
politically conscious artwork spans other areas and subjects beyond Palestine,
although, at their core, all of these issues
are connected.
Castaldo, who also worked as a photojournalist during the Egyptian revolution, dedicated another mural to Giulio
Regeni, a young Italian scholar who was
murdered in Egypt, presumably by Egyptian security forces.
“The mural was not only dedicated
to Giulio Regeni, but to the Egyptian situation as a whole, because Regeni was
part of it. Moreover, my ultimate goal was
not only to denounce the single violation
against Regeni but the repressive system
in Egypt in its entirety.”
Castaldo is particularly happy that
his artwork is very popular in the Middle
East, where he continues to receive much
support and accolades from the people
and fellow artists in the region.
“Thanks to social media, my works
are more popular in the Middle East than
in Europe. And I have to say that their
positive reactions, their support, and
their solidarity make me proud,” he says.
Castaldo is not a typical artist. Ethics and morality play a crucial role in everything he does. He takes his inspiration
from the people, and whenever possible,
he exhibits his work also to the people.
He feeds on the love and support he acquires from ordinary people, whether in
Palestine or in Naples.
This artist of the people is on a mission to convey the kind of pain, suffering,
and indignity that proud people often
undergo in isolation. His art also tells
the story of pride, beauty, and hope for a
brighter future.
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Role of Media in
Creating Narratives

COPAIR TEAM

The narrative
building is the
core of modern
communication
strategies
whether this
communication
is intended for
businesses,
politics,
diplomacy, or
any other area,
the goal is to
have a profound
impact upon
people
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he contemporary world is unprecedentedly overwhelmed by technological explosion, hedonism,
consumerism, and materialism.
The digitization of the world concomitant with the rapid dissemination of information has rendered the role of media indispensable to determine the fate of nations.
In this context, the narrative building is the
core of modern communication strategies
whether this communication is intended for
businesses, politics, diplomacy, or any other
area, the goal is to have a profound impact
upon people. In contemporary times, the
battle of narrative has become the bedrock
of the international socio-political arena by
shaping the opinions and influencing the
outcomes, and media particularly social media have become important tools of fighting
this contemporary battle of narratives.
The Fourth Industrial Revolution is casting
vigorous impact upon every sector and industry, including the media industry. First
Industrial Revolution brought mechanical
innovations, the Second Industrial Revolution brought Mass Production, Third Industrial Revolution brought mainframe computers and the internet, and today, radical
system-wide innovation can happen in only
a few years. The interplay between fields
like nanotechnology, brain research, 3D
printing, mobile networks, and computing
will create previously
unthinkable realities
and access to technology will become easy.
The transition from
the 3rd to 4th Industrial Revolution had
already started in the
late 2020s and we can
experience the impact
of this development.
Production and consumption patterns of
content have been radically changed and it’s
entirely different now
to influence individuals and societies. Innovation and productivi-

ty are changing the meaning of everything,
the economy is shifting from physical to digital, and agile governance is the future that
we need to embrace. AI-enabled newsrooms
will allow reporters to engage in more complex and qualitative work in this new emerging ecosystem and creativity will become
the currency of respect.
Media plays a key and leading role in creating narratives but the control of narratives
or even its management is a redundant practice now against the backdrop of emerging
technologies concomitant with virtual and
augmented reality. Time is the chief resource in the contemporary era to understand consumption and perception behaviors. A digital ecosystem is blurring the line
between our physical existence and environment and this paves the way towards innovation. As technology changes, so do our
meaning of being, self, and consciousness.
The perception of an individual in the age
of creativity or era of information depends
upon his sense of identity and perception
about self which helps him form a worldview of happenings around him. Unilaterally
attacking or single-handedly discussing and
curbing narratives is self-defeating because
the environment today is highly complex
and to understand the emerging dynamics,
journalism has to be understood by the new
frame of reference.

It is pertinent to mention that Social
Media is the Mass Communication Medium in the emerging digital ecosystem.
Social media is the “new power” medium for news engagement, generation,
dissemination, and consumption. Social
media isn’t slowing down, what’s trending right now, will be yesterday’s news
before you know it. Building narratives
based on trending events is the wrong
approach as trending items have already
made their impact, hence the right approach is to find alternative narratives
with the propensity to go viral. Traditional news media is lagging social media by
half a day because every individual on the
internet is engaging in the news-making
process now.
However, Media is not the only
player in building narratives because
there are certain organizations or groups
which have certain agendas and tend
to influence decision-makers. Though
media is a prominent player in building
narratives it’s not the only one as academia, authors, foreign-funded NGOs,
and lobbying groups also contribute and
distort narratives and overwhelmingly
influence opinion makers. The government and various political forces operating in the country are also responsible
for the chaotic media landscape because
it illustrates that they are being unable
to handle the complexities posed by the
fast-evolving media landscape.
Technology also shapes the idea of
freedom of expression and it’s the responsibility of every individual in the
information age to push the boundaries
to get to know about the limits of free
speech. The present system lacks the
creativity to understand and comprehend these changing dynamics. There
is no long-term approach and hence it’s
convenient to target and malign the narrative, instead of understanding that it’s
impossible to monopolize the narrative
or human sentiment can`t be controlled.
Moreover, the astronomical potential of media in building narratives
is rarely used for national causes and
productive broader objectives. It’s very
rare when the entire media apparatus
is mobilized for the national cause such
as happened in a rare case of APS media
coverage. But, a small organized group
of social users can make a significant.
For instance, the recent saga of A-Levels
and O-levels exams whereby the Federal
government decided to conduct exams
under strict SOPs but aggressive activism
by the liberal elite forced the government
to postpone exams.
In a world ripe with attention span
dilemma because attention span in the

contemporary era has reduced to 8 seconds, there should be deliberation upon
micro-narratives or stackable narratives,
instead of focusing upon macro-narratives. The present narrative a state wants
to project must be congruent with the
future story a state decides to project.
Pakistan`s Statistical Board has ample
data at its disposal which needs to be utilized in our journalism like The Guardian
launched its Data Blog with an ultimate
goal to share data and visualizations to
the general public. The New York Times
also launched ‘The Upshot’ with the ultimate goal of helping readers better navigate the news using data, graphics, and
technology.
Perception is more important than
reality in an information age and hence
narrative building or projecting the story of a state is crucial to remain relevant
in this world. Before rushing to build the
narrative, it is very important to first accurately define and decide the story of a
nation with clarity or the story of Pakistan. Furthermore, the story of a country

must be based upon a long-term narrative because narratives do not change
within a short period. Narratives cannot
be imposed rather a state has to be marketed like a brand, to convince and cajole people to form certain perceptions
about it. The biggest platform to project
the story of a country is media, whether
traditional media and New Media. Both
of these media are intertwined and two
prongs of the same fork. The contemporary media takes up narratives from
traditional media and vice versa, hence
ignoring one side of this media will be a
blunder because narrative propagation
by either of these interlinked media has
the effect of subliminal induction upon
masses. So, it’s impossible to ignore the
one side of the story and side-lining it because people can connect dots and make
certain opinions.
Understanding the future in an age
of information technology requires an
understanding of underlying complexity
and multiple facets instead of focusing
on the event or happening itself. The understanding of trends, contexts, levels of
perception will help policymakers and
regulators instead of attacking certain

institutions, individuals, and platforms.
Every individual has multiple layers of
biases and hence they tend to conform
to those narratives which are compatible
with their biases and identity while they
will reject those narratives which are incompatible with their biases. Hence, trust
is very important to establish the credibility of a narrative, and if an individual
trusts certain sources of narrative which
are compatible with his perception of self
and world then he would rather put trust
in all its narratives. Relevance and trust
are two crucial factors in determining the
interest of the masses in a particular narrative, regardless of the source of dissemination of that narrative.
Furthermore, visualization is a
method for contextualizing data, enabling
people to apply their prior experiences
and perceptual and cognitive abilities to
conclude phenomena in the real world.
Visualization and data science are very
important to lend credence to assertions
and it’s not a new trend. The impact of a
narrative escalates by proper statistical
visualization and data input and hence
it’s very important to inculcate data science, graphs, and statistics in a story to
further the argument.
Journalists are also finding ways to
adapt to the challenge of telling stories
with data and in the internet and digital
era concomitant with Open Government
Data Act, the changing environment is
rendering the demand for data, statistics, and visualization of the particular
narrative very high. There is urgency
for cross-disciplinary collaboration to
bring data and statistics into the journalism ambiance and for this target to
achieve, the expertise and experiences of
info-graphic designers and data charting
experts is crucial. The researchers in visualization are also helping by building
tools for non-experts.
Since media can make and break
the image of a state so its role in ameliorating the challenges faced by a country
is very important. In the evolving media
landscape of Pakistan, conventional journalists are moving towards digital platforms, against this backdrop, the novel
concept of digital diplomacy is very relevant and interlinked to these fluctuating
dynamics. Government and media organizations have to be cogently connected
to weather existing challenges through
a mutually agreed roadmap. The digital
journalists should act as digital ambassadors of Pakistan to project a positive narrative of Pakistan while politicization of
media needs to be circumvented.
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Role of Media

in Creating Narratives
6th May, 2021
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad
organized a virtual conference title
“Role of Media in Creating Narratives.”
The panellist of the webinar includes
professional experts, journalists, and
scholars on the pertinent topic. Several people from different fields, such
as media practitioners, digital transformation leaders, academia, and students from across the country joined
the riveting discussion. The two-hourlong session was organized
to gather inclusive insight
about the essence of media
in framing narratives and
also draw plausible strategies for the capacity building of media houses, digital
media platforms, and media
professionals that can eventually assist to subvert the
propaganda warfare perpetrated by the adversaries.
Dr. Talat Shabbir- Director CPSC, moderated the
session and after the introduction of speakers, he set
the baseline of the webinar
by sharing views that Media
has become a powerful tool.
Amir Zia – President of
BOL Media Group brief participants on The Power of Narratives.
Media have a unique and sophisticated
ground to play on as it can build or tarnish the image of the country. He made
a point that current trends of Pakistani
media are, fragmented, and non-coherent with national goals.
Amir Jahangir –CEO of RINSTRA
Technologies expressed his views on
the topic The Digital Transformation
of Media and its Impacts. In addition,
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he opinionated that Social media is
the “new power” medium for news engagement, generation, dissemination,
and consumption.
Puruesh Chaudhary – Founder
and President AGHAI on ‘The Future
of Journalism and Story Telling’ stated
that despite the mediums of journalism has changed dramatically but the
sense, trust, and innovation will remain the key imperatives for shaping
the future of journalism.

without a story in itself.
President COPAIR Ms. Amna Malik in her concluding remarks stated
that clear distinction and keeping a
balanced approach between Media
and national interest is a missing link
in Media policies, therefore this gap
must be fulfilled to ensure coherence
for farming the narratives aligned with
national interests. She also suggested
that at the national level, Pakistan’s
real image promotion potentially ne-

Ibrahim Sajid Malick – Director
Online Programs, Iqra University talked about ‘The New Science of Data in
Media Narrative Building’. He stated
that journalists have to revamp their
reporting model.
Aniqa Nisar – Senior Anchor Person Capital TV on gave an inclusive
insight on ‘Contemporary Media and
Narrative Building. She suggested that
the state should be taken as a brand

cessitates the state-driven capacity
building of media houses, digital media platforms, and media persons to
present Pakistan’s narrative and put
forward a strong case fighting against
hybrid warfare.
Approximately 400 people from
Pakistan and abroad, including representatives of the public and private organizations and students attended the
two-hour-long session virtually.

Role of Media

in Projecting the Soft Image of Pakistan
7th May, 2021
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad
organized a virtual conference title
“Role of Media in Projecting the soft
Image of Pakistan.” Senior Journalist
PTV World, Omar Khalid Butt moderated the Session. Mirza Masood Baig –
Head PTV World and Media Strategist
called for building a master narrative
of state to promote the true image at
the international level. He also urged
for institutional cohesion, Public-Pri-

shadowed by adversaries’ deceitful
propaganda and it needs to undermine
through further diversifying soft power imperatives, creating people to people linkage.
Zaryab Arif, a seasoned broadcast
journalist emphasized media to introspect its role as most of the political
and social entities in the modern-day
pivot on the narrative building to further embalm their agenda in the mainstream.

vate partnerships, and empowerment
of media regulatory bodies to hoist the
media’s role in depicting the real image
of Pakistan. Mr. Omar Khalid Butt, Program Host at PTV World, moderated
the session.
Naseem Siddiqui – Bureau Chief
of a private Channel, while expressing his views on the pertinent topic
stated that the real image of Pakistan

Col. (retd.) Qasim Shah remarked
that Pakistan’s real image can be built
through keeping our house in order
and addressing core social fault lines
that will assist to grow us as a progressive society and it will avert misperceptions. He suggested that media
needs to look inwards to make its role
better for the promotion of Pakistan
asa brand across the world.

Aman Shah Mashwani – Social
Activist opinionated that our narrative
should be aligned with state narrative.
He also gave an inclusive about the essence of media and also called for the
promotion of tourism, culture, and
normative values through media for a
better understanding of real Pakistan
to the outer world.
Tanzeela Mazhar – underscored
the role of media in building a positive
and soft image of Pakistan is necessary. The media must be
asked to help in building a better, positive
Pakistan and to use the
power it wields carefully in this regard.
President COPAIR
Amna Malik proposed
National Media Strategy to work on national
Media Policy to encourage Media to foster a
positive narrative of
Pakistan. She further
accentuated that journalists are Digital Diplomats and they deserve
acknowledgment and
appreciation. She mentioned National Media
network can develop a
positive network to portray the true image of Pakistan through
its distinctive goals and policies vis-àvis strengthening the media industry
aligned with national interests.
Approximately 340 people from
Pakistan and abroad, including representatives of the public and private
organizations and students attended
the two- and half-hour-long session
virtually.
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Imran Khan’s Visit to
Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
Prime Minister Imran Khan has visited Saudi Arabia on the invitation of Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman. Mr. Khan was
received in Jeddah by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the Minister of Commerce,
Acting Minister of Information, Dr. Majed
Al-Qasabi and other officials on his arrival.
The two leaders then held a series of talks,
during which they emphasized the depth of
relations between the two brotherly countries and the importance of expanding bilateral cooperation and coordination in various fields. Prime Minister Khan praised the
leadership role of King Salman in promoting
Islamic unity, and “the positive role of the
Kingdom in resolving the issues facing the
Islamic nation and its endeavors for regional
and international peace and security”.
It has also been reported that officials from
both countries signed two agreements addressing the treatment of criminals, and
crime. They also agreed two memorandums
of understanding around combating drug
trafficking; as well as financing energy, infrastructure, transportation, and water and
communications projects. Both countries
also agreed to establish a higher coordination council. The two sides stressed the need
for concerted efforts by the Islamic world to
confront extremism and violence and reject
sectarianism, and strive to achieve international peace and security, and stressed the
importance of continuing joint efforts to
combat the phenomenon of terrorism that is
not related to any religion, race or color, and
to confront all its forms and images, regardless of its source.
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Pakistan’s Diplomatic Efforts for

Palestinians

Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
Visit to Turkey
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi met his Turkish counterpart Mevlut Cavusoglu in Ankara wherein both the
leaders vowed to collectively raise the Palestine issue at the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) session.
The Turkish foreign minister lauded Qureshi’s address at
the foreign ministerial level emergency meeting of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) wherein the latter had reiterated Pakistan’s continued
and fullest support for the
people of Palestine.
Foreign
Minister
Qureshi also appreciated the
firm and categorical stance
of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the
Turkish government on the
issue of Palestine. He said
the whole Muslim world was
hurt due to the Israeli attacks and incidents of violence during
the holy month of Ramadan and Eid-ul-Fitr. Both the foreign
ministers strongly condemned the Israeli aggression against
the Palestinians and their forced eviction.
From Turkey, the foreign minister left for New York along
with Turkish, Sudanese and Palestinian foreign ministers. In
New York, he spoke at the UNGA session, met various dignitaries and held talks with local and international media representatives and present Pakistan’s views on the situation in
Palestine.

Council cannot agree to send the protection force, a coalition of
the willing can be formed
to provide at least civilian observers to monitor
a cessation of hostilities
and supervise the provision of humanitarian help
to the Palestinians.
He also asked the
UNGA to secure unconditional implementation of
Resolution 242 in which
the UNSC demanded that Israel withdraw its armed forces
from territories occupied in the 1967 war.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi on the situation in

the State of Palestine - General Assembly Media Stakeout
Foreign Minister Meets with the President of
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi UNGA
Speech at UNGA
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi urged the UN
Security Council (UNSC) to issue a call for an end to Israel’s
atrocities against the Palestinians in Gaza, saying “it is time
to say enough.” He further said, “It is time to say enough. The
voice of the Palestinian people cannot and will not be silenced.
We, the representatives of the Islamic world, are here to speak
with them and for them.”
It is pertinent to mention, he said that it is imperative to
initiate bold steps to secure the implementation of the Security Council and General Assembly resolutions calling for the
establishment of a viable, independent and contiguous Palestinian state with Al-Quds
Al-Sharif as its capital.
Mr. Qureshi called
for an international force
to be deployed for protection and for Israel to
open all access points to
Gaza so aid could reach
the enclave. He has also
added that if the Security

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi today held a meeting with the President of the UN General Assembly, Mr. Volkan Bozkir, and thanked the President for his
proactive leadership in convening the UN General Assembly
Session to discuss the situation in Palestine.

Foreign Minister Qureshi Meets with the Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi held a bilateral
meeting with Foreign Minister of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His
Highness Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, on the side-lines of
the special meeting of the UN General Assembly being held at
the UN headquarters to discuss the situation in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory.
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Palestine Under Attack
Tensions began on May 7 when Israeli forces violently
dispersed Palestinians in the Al-Aqsa compound who were
protesting Israel’s plan to expulse hundreds of Palestinians
in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in East Jerusalem. Hundreds of people, including journalists, suffered injuries as a
result of disproportionate use of force by Israeli security officers. So far, more than 200 people including women and children have been killed and a total of 1,530 people have been
wounded in the Israeli attacks in Gaza Strip, according to the
Palestinian Health Ministry.
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Fifteen residential buildings and a mosque in Gaza were
also destroyed in the raids. One of these was a six-story residential building, which housed another mosque, as well as
educational centres, and five homes. Other areas were also
hit by Israeli bombs, including farms. Ahmed al Astal, a university professor, described a scene of panic before the air
strike hit, with men, women and children racing out of the
building in various states of undress. “They left nothing but
destruction, the children’s cries filling the street... This is happening and there is no one to help us. We ask God to help us.”
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We must
insure that
India as a
nuclear state,
fixes herself
for the larger
interest of the
world.
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Nuke Smuggling:

India Living on the Edge
t’s been over two months that four
Nepalese nationals were arrested in Kathmandu with 2.5 kgs of
smuggled uranium. It rung alarms
globally and the illicit business of nuclear smuggling and proliferation was once
again pointing its fingers towards impotent nuclear security mechanisms. Interestingly enough, alongside India being
major beneficiary of the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group (NSG) as well as a member of
the International Atomic Energy Agency,
the ongoing disastrous ill trade has been
going on for years. In this particular case,
one of the arrested persons claimed that
her father-in-law had “brought the material from India some 20 years ago”, where he
worked in a uranium mine.
Importantly, from the very start, India’s first nuclear test was of a device derived partially from Canadian exports designated for peaceful purposes. But, India ,
used it for developing nukes. When India
tested , it prompted the United States and
several other countries to create the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) to more severely restrict global nuclear trade.
In November 1994, Meghalaya Police
seized 2.5 kgs of uranium from a gang of
four smugglers in the Domiasiat region.
Then in June 1998, police in the Indian
state of West Bengal, arrested an opposition politician who they say was carrying
more than 100 kgs of uranium. The very
next month, the CBI unearthed a major
racket in theft of uranium in Tamil Nadu,
with the seizure of over eight kgs of the
nuclear material. Alarmingly, in August
2001, Police in the Indian state of West
Bengal arrested two men with more than
200 grams of semi-processed uranium.
The investigation into matter is still ongoing.
In December 2006, a container
packed with radioactive material was
stolen from a fortified research facility in

eastern India. Then in 2008, another gang
was caught attempting to smuggle lowgrade uranium, capable of being used in a
primitive radiation-dispersal device, from
one of India’s state-owned mines across
the border to Nepal. Astonishingly, leftist
guerrillas in northeast India, illegally obtained uranium ore by bribing the staff of
a government-run milling complex. The
local police arrested the culprits in this
particular case.
In December 2016, around 9 kg of
radioactive uranium was seized from two
persons in Thane and then as recently as
in early 2018, a uranium smuggling racket was busted by the Kolkata police with 1
kg of radioactive material. The smugglers
were reportedly trying to sell uranium
worth about $440,000. The level of the
impotency of the Indian nuclear security
is as such that in 2009, a nuclear reactor
employee in southwest India, deliberately
poisoned dozens of his colleagues with a
radioactive isotope, taking advantage of
numerous gaps in plant security, according to an internal government report seen
by the Centre.
Moreover, in December 2015, the
Centre for Public Integrity had reported an
incident at the residential complex adjacent to the Madras Atomic Power Station,
to draw global attention to the security
hazards and breaches around the Indian
nuclear establishments. The Centre had
reported that the paramilitary Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) with nearly
95,000 personnel under civilian rather
than military control is supposed to keep
all these nuclear materials from leaking
from India’s plants but “is short-staffed,
ill-equipped, and inadequately trained,
according to a confidential, draft, Home
Ministry report about the force’s future,
dated November 2013, seen by the Centre
for Public Integrity.

Article
member of NSG. India has been
an active customer in nuclear
black market. State must regulate nuclear material, else it will
be considered complicit to the
illegal sale as well as any disaster resulting from it. In modern
world, as humans, we all need
to be extra cautious about matters of dire nature. We must
insure that India as a nuclear
state, fixes herself for the larger
interest of the world.

The above mentioned worrying
incidents taking place in India draw the
attention to a series of continuous anomalies under practice in India. Importantly,
India does not have an independent regulatory nuclear agency. India also lacks
all important stringent control and accounting measures. The security mechanism to prevent the insider threats has
very lenient existence, if any. Moreover,
transportation services lack international sophisticated practices, hence are not
in compliance with the IAEA guidance.
The security mechanism also has no response capabilities for an on-site emergency response.
The existence of loopholes in Indi-

an security is part of existence organisational culture and additional training
for personnel with security responsibilities is constantly ignored. The bribery
and corruption culture of India is known
throughout the world and that makes it
even more fragile. The fact that no independent regulatory agency responsible
for regulating security is currently operational in India and one wonders how on
earth India still being trusted with nukes.
It is need of the hour that IAEA
must probe into the existing anomalies
of the Indian nuclear program. Such type
of loose state control shows that the
country has to go a long way to become
a responsible nuclear power and made
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Renewable
energy requires
to be scaled up
at least six times
quicker for the
world to meet
the goals set
out in the Paris
Agreement.

52 | Melange June 2021

Imagining Carbon Neutral world

Transforming Energy
and Transportation Sectors

he whole world is under the
effects of climate change. Consequently, hazardous weather
conditions such as drought,
heatwaves, heavy rain, floods,
and landslides becoming more frequent.
Additional consequences of the quickly
altering climate include increasing sea levels, ocean acidification, and loss of biodiversity. To limit global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, Intergovernmental Panel for
Climate Change (IPCC) advocates carbon
neutrality by the mid-21st century, which
is vital. This target is part of the Paris agreement signed by 195 countries of the world.
Carbon neutrality refers to a balance between emitting carbon and absorbing carbon from the atmosphere in carbon sinks.
Eliminating carbon oxide from the air and
then its storage is identified as carbon sequestration. To attain net-zero emissions,
all international greenhouse gas emissions
will have to be counterbalanced by carbon
sequestration. Renewable energy requires
to be scaled up at least six times quicker
for the world to meet the goals set out in
the Paris Agreement.
The increasing climate ambitions
augment the noteworthy thrust behind
clean energy. Investors should and can put
their share for climate-friendly initiatives.
In the presence of climate ambition, the
world can witness a most important transformation in how energy is developed,
deposited, and used globally. The motivation for this change originates from the
profound effects that both developed and
developing communities have had on our

planet’s environment throughout the past
century, and the forecasts going onward of
what will occur if we do not act responsibly within the next 2 decades. Within the
jurisdiction of carbon neutrality in energy
generation lies the science of solar energy
adaptation using novel or enhanced photovoltaic supplies and artificial photosynthesis for water splitting and other energy-storing reactions.
The closely connected issue of renewable energy storing is being addressed
with new policies, materials, and approaches under present investigation and
growth. The four themes that are altering
the energy sector are digitalization; displacement; decarbonization; and disruption. digitalization and displacement are
being determined by the technological
revolution. Decarbonization is being determined by both social enablements in
terms of voting and choice of the opting
energy generation and usage as well as a
technological revolution. Disruption is a
by-product of one or an amalgamation of
all three and generates new competitors
to current business models. Energy is a
significant instrument of economic development, on which both poverty alleviation
and mutual prosperity rely. Inclusive economic development is the single greatest
operative resource of decreasing poverty
and increasing prosperity. Suitable, trustworthy, and competitively priced modern
energy is indispensable for business expansion, job creation, income generation,
and international competitiveness. Yet the
accessibility of energy is extremely unbal-

Low-income countries, which consisted of 12 percent of the world’s population, use merely 1 percent of whole
global energy, and have an average electrification rate of about 30 percent. On
the other hand, 40 percent of citizens
in developing countries are also lacking
access to modern energy. The difference between the rich and the poor is
predominantly distinct for cooking and
heating energy. Energy consumption
per capita differs one hundred-fold between the lowest- and highest-consuming countries. Chinese President Xi Jinping committed that the carbon-neutral
future of china will be accomplished by
2060. This is for the first time that China
has promised carbon emissions to target incomplete terms and is a significant
statement that is certain to affect key
changes to its energy sector, with global
consequences. It will necessitate China to
implement a nationwide alteration over
the next 40 years, one that is possibly
even more intense than over the previous four decades. If things proceed in the
same direction, it will not only generate a
new energy system but a new economy.
Renewable energy, electrification, carbon capture, and low-carbon hydrogen
will be contributing factors to radically
decrease carbon emissions in important
emitting subdivisions, and the pace of
technological development must accelerate considerably so that they can gage up
to meet the carbon-neutral trial.
For the industrial sector that depends on coal to produce heat and steam
in their making procedures, the movement to change from coal to natural gas
the previous few years has already aided to decrease coal consumption, but
with carbon neutrality, even natural gas
will have to be curtailed. For procedures
that necessitate gaseous or liquid forms
of energy, then, biofuels, hydrogen, and
supplementary renewable gases will be
desirable. There is one more significant
end-use for hydrogen, and that is the
transport sector. Today China is leading
the world in electric vehicles, but hydrogen fuel cell technology is enticing more
and more consideration, particularly
when it comes to heavy-duty transport
requirements. Carbon removal, as well as
operation apparatuses, will be required
to address sectors that are the stiffest to
decarbonize.
Carbon capture, storage, and nature-based resolutions such as emissions counterbalance through forestry
schemes can still permit some fossil fuel
consumption in definite energy-consuming segments that are tremendously
hard to decarbonize. The target will need

fast-tracking technological progressions
and fundamentally innovative strategy preparation, presenting a huge test
to many companies but also enormous
prospects. Following the current trends,
China’s energy-related carbon emissions falling quickly to just 72 million
metric tons in 2050, very close to attaining the net carbon neutrality objective.
Many other trails can proceed China to a
net-zero emissions future, but whatever
path they emulate, all this means a completely altered energy landscape, with
players competing for a promotion in a
new economy, some may expire while
others can join the process with an innovative approach. Decarbonizing energy is moving in the correct direction,
but transport, the second-largest global
source of greenhouse gas emissions is in
a very unlike situation.
Emissions from transport enlarged
by less than 0.5% in 2019, and though
this is a development equated with 1.9%
annual growth since 2000, transport still
accounts for about 24% of uninterrupted
carbon dioxide emissions from fuel burning. If we are to retain the global temperature increase below 1.5 degrees Celsius, the time to create green transport
is a contemporary standard. The core
issue is that transport is a tougher sector
in which regulating emissions is important than energy. It is extremely dispersed
with an extensive range of players across
many diverse modes, such as rail, road,
air, and maritime. Human actions play a
greater role in demand patterns and are
harder to accomplish proactively. Technological innovation in transport has not
been chiefly concerned with carbon neutrality but it is more connected to consumer suitability, such as mutual riding,
with unclear effects on carbon emissions.
Transport’s influence on climate change
is natural to understand.
However, addressing it will need a
joint international obligation and a great
degree of collaboration. The worthy
news is that the carbon neutrality routes
of transport and energy are unified, letting for equally reinforcing modifications. Augmented dispersal of disruptive
technologies such as e-mobility and electric buses means that the power mix’s
greening will eventually lead to cleaner
passenger mobility. Furthermore, the
use of electricity to produce hydrogen
fuel cells could enable carbon neutrality
benefits in the heavy-duty vehicle and
maritime sectors. Technological development in transport will value the energy,
and vice versa. Sustainable development
regarding transport systems needs the
promotion of connections amongst envi-
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ronmental safety, economic competence,
and social development.
Under the environmental measurement, the objective depends upon
understanding the mutual effects of the
physical environment and the practices of the industry and all aspects of the
transport industry that addresses the environmental matters. Under the economic measurement, the objective consists of
positioning development in the sense of
economic competence. Transport must
be cost-effective and proficient in acclimatizing to altering demands. Under the
social measurement, the objective consists of quality of life as well as advancement in standards of living. While the application of demand-based strategies and
instruments is an imperative element
in stimulating sustainable transport,
these actions can be operative if attached
with transport supply enhancements.
Transportation infrastructure should be
extended to accommodate quickly rising
transport needs.
If the international urban population continues to develop, mainly in developing economies, there are burdens
to enlarge urban transport infrastructures and the infrastructure supportive
for comprehensive trade. The concept of
sustainable transportation has been accepted widely, as an objective and seems
to be part of the environmental plans of
many governments and corporations.
Still, it is evident that sustainable transportation is subtle, as it does not offer
strong strategies, but typically narrative
permitting stakeholders to move along
with the given guidelines. For example, in
2015, the United Nations articulated 17
sustainable development goals catering
to many issues ranging from decreasing
economic and gender disparity to eliminating poverty and hunger. Transportation was not recognized as a separate
sustainability goal. Apart from what has
happened, there is a need to focus on the
future with more pragmatic policies. Climate ambitions can lead to more better
and comprehensive policies which can
be attained.
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1. PAC Kamra Formally Hands this week. The army chief was received by
Pakistan’s recently-appointed Ambassador
Over JF-17 to Nigerian Air Force
PAC Kamra, formally handed over 03
JF-17 Aircraft to Nigerian Air Force, during a
graceful ceremony held at Makudri, Air Base,
to mark the 57th anniversary of Nigerian Air
Force. Nigerian Def Min Maj Gen (Rtd) Bashir
Magashi was the Guest of Honour representing the President, at the occasion, whereas
Air Marshal Syed Noman Ali, Vice Chief of the
Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force was invited to attend the ceremony as special guest of Nigerian Air Force.
Addressing the ceremony, the Guest of
Honour expressed his gratitude to Pakistan
and PAF for sustained cooperation & partnership for enhancing NAF’s capabilities to meet
security challenges. He added, “We are happy
and excited on the addition of JF-17 aircraft
from Pakistan”.
Air Marshal Syed Noman Ali said that
the event was not only a landmark for JF-17
program but was also a reflection of strong
coop & trust b/w two nations. He also assured that PAF & PAC would continue to
provide all out supply to NAF in meeting all
requirements.
Nigeria has inducted JF-17 Thunder
aircraft from Pakistan. It is pertinent to note
that PAC Kamra delivered the aircraft to NAF
as per the scheduled timelines earlier this
year in March, despite the impediments of
COVID-19 pandemic.

2. COAS Urges for Deepen Military-to-Military Cooperation Between
Pakistan, KSA

Chief of the Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa has emphasized the need
to further enhance military to military cooperation between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), matters of mutual interest, regional security situation including the Afghan
peace process, defense, security, and military to military cooperation were discussed
during the meeting. “Pakistan-KSA cooperation will have a positive impact on peace
and security in the region,” the ISPR stated
quoting the army chief. CGS KSA thanked the
COAS for his sentiments and assured of full
cooperation and support from the kingdom
in all initiatives aimed at improving regional cooperation, peace, and stability. Earlier it
was reported that Gen Bajwa reached Riyadh
on May 4 ahead of the crucial trip by Prime
Minister Imran Khan to Saudi Arabia later
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to Saudi Arabia Lt-Gen (retd) Bilal Akbar and
Saudi military officials.

4. ADB Urges for Strengthening
SMEs to Boost Pakistan’s Private Sector
Development

The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
has stressed for strengthening Small and
Medium Enterprises to spur private sector
development in Pakistan. Stronger small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) could
collectively become an important pillar of
the economy in Pakistan, able to absorb the
significant numbers of youth entering the labor market, the ADB said in its annual report
“Asian Development Outlook 2021”. It has
3. Pakistan Suggests More UN- also been added that during recovery from
SC-Peacebuilding Commission Collab- COVID-19, the priority should be to restore
oration to Help Conflict-Affected Coun- economic health by jumpstarting SMEs’ opertries
ations and improving their access to financial
Pakistan has called for greater collab- services. The pandemic has highlighted that
oration between United Nations Security Pakistan needs to address the challenges of
Council and UN Peace-building Commission its private sector, in particular the prevalence
(PBC) for promoting internal and cross-bor- of SMEs that operate informally. An estimatder ‘reconciliation’ between the parties to ed 3.3 million SMEs in Pakistan engage some
conflict in an effort to build peace and stability. Participating in an Ambassadorial-level Interactive Dialogue between the PBC and the
Security Council, Ambassador Munir Akram
said that the 15-nation Council could take
greater advantage of the 31-member Commission’s unique capabilities, derived from
its diverse membership comprising, troop
contributing countries and finance contributors to help people affected by conflict. While
authorizing a peacekeeping mission to a
hotspot around the world, he said the Securi- 40 million households in entrepreneurial
ty Council could consider allocating a certain activity. SMEs operate across the economy,
percentage of resources, from the budget or including agriculture and livestock, trade
from voluntary contributions, for communi- and manufacturing, and services, the report
ty support projects, as winning hearts and added. To help informal SMEs move into
minds of local populations has a vital role the formal sector, licensing and registration
in the success of any peace-building effort. processes should be simplified. The report
Ambassador Akram also proposed allocation said that the government is pursuing several
of more financial resources toward disarma- measures to support SMEs. The central bank
ment, demobilization and reintegration pro- adopted its Policy for SME Finance in 2017,
cesses and towards creating an environment targeting growth in SME finance; National Fiin which peace processes and sustainable de- nancial Inclusion Strategy, aiming to fund at
velopment and financial support could take least 700,000 SMEs to create 3 million jobs;
root. “Economic development should be lev- and Kamyab Jawan Program, to benefit the
eraged to incentivize the warring parties to growing number of young people entering
strive for peace,” he said. The Pakistani envoy the labor market. In January 2021, the cenunderscored the “crucial” need for creation tral bank announced a new government-run
of dynamic channels of communication with instant digital payment system called Raast,
the African Union (AU ), as many internal which will be rolled out in three phases in
conflicts in Africa are influenced by regional 2022. The ADB also suggested some addidynamics and may have cross-border impli- tional measures including (i) Digitalization
cations and spill overs
could make it easier for SMEs to access both
a larger volume of credit and a wider range
of financial services and to formalize their
status, (ii) Efforts could be made to connect
SMEs to export markets through global digital commerce, and (iii) Data-driven solutions
could help SMEs become more competitive in
export markets. Since women are a large part
of SMEs, gender equality should be enhanced
through SME development.

5. US says not seeking conflict with kistan for its great contribution to the UN
China, Russia but will be firm against peace-keeping operations around the world
aimed at promoting international peace and ed States and Pakistan to continue working
both: Biden
The US President Joe Biden has said that
he was not seeking conflict with China or Russia as he put a renewed focus on diplomacy in
his first address to Congress. Biden nonetheless pledged to be firm against both powers
and pointed to China’s growing strength to
promote massive investments at home. The
trillions of dollars in investment “advance a
foreign policy that benefits the middle class”
but all nations must abide “by the same rules,”
Biden told a subdued joint session amid Covid
restrictions on attendance. Biden said he told
President Xi Jinping in a two-hour first phone
conversation after taking office that “we welcome the competition — and that we are not
looking for conflict.” “But I made absolutely
clear that we will defend America’s interests
across the board,” he said. “America will stand
up to unfair trade practices that undercut
American workers and industries, like subsidies for state-owned enterprises and the
theft of American technologies and intellectual property,” he said. Biden similarly said
he did not seek worse relations with Russia.
In his first three months in office, Biden has
imposed sanctions over Russia’s purported
poisoning of ailing dissident Alexei Navalny
and over its alleged interference in US elections and hacking operations. But Biden has
also proposed a summit in a third country
with President Vladimir Putin to bring stability to relations and pointed in his speech to
cooperation on climate change and the extension of New START, the last Cold war nuclear
reduction treaty. The United States is holding
indirect talks with Iran in Vienna in a bid to
re-enter a denuclearization accord trashed
by Trump. The Biden administration is separately reviewing policy on North Korea after
Trump’s unusually personal diplomacy that
included three meetings with leader Kim Jong
Un. Vowing to exert US leadership, Biden also
said he was reasserting US priorities by ending “the forever war” in Afghanistan — where
he is pulling out remaining troops after 20
years.

security. Addressing a press conference at UN
Headquarters in New York, he said Pakistan
is one of the largest troop contributors to the
peacekeeping missions. The UN General Assembly President reiterated that Jammu and
Kashmir dispute should be resolved through
dialogue governed by the United Nations
Charter and relevant Security Council resolutions. Replying to questions, he said he was
visiting Pakistan to honor the country for its
“great contribution” to the UN peace-keeping
operations around the world aimed at promoting international peace and security. Pakistan is one of the largest troop contributors
to peacekeeping missions. Asked whether the
situation in Jammu and Kashmir would be
discussed with the Pakistani leaders, Bozkir
said his position was that the dispute should
be resolved through dialogue governed by the
United Nations Charter and applicable Security Council resolutions. He also cited the 1972
Simla agreement between India and Pakistan
that calls for the final status of Jammu and
Kashmir is to be settled by peaceful means, in
accordance with the Charter, and that all parties refrain from taking steps that could affect
the status of the disputed territory.

7. COAS, US Secretary of Defence
Discuss Drawdown in Afghanistan, Regional Security Matters

The US Secretary of Defence Lloyd J
Austin telephoned Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa to discuss the drawdown
in Afghanistan as the US-led international
forces prepare to end a 20-year-long military
campaign. The separate statements issued
by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
and Pentagon said that the two spoke by telephone to discuss the Afghanistan situation
as well as bilateral cooperation. “Secretary
of Defence Lloyd J Austin III spoke by phone
with Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed
Bajwa to discuss regional stability and security,” Pentagon Press Secretary John Kirby said
in a statement. During the call, Secretary Austin reaffirmed the importance of the US-Pakistan bilateral relationship and expressed
appreciation for Pakistan’s support for Afghanistan peace negotiations, it added. The
6. President UNGA Louds Paki- official statement said Secretary Austin and
stan for its Great Contribution to the UN General Qamar also discussed the drawdown
in Afghanistan. The US defence secretary and
Peace-Keeping Operations
The President of the UN General As- army chief also discussed the importance of
sembly, Volkan Bozkir has appreciated Pa- regional stability and the desire for the Unit-

together on shared goals and objectives in the
region. The ISPR handout said that during the
call matters of mutual interest, regional security situation including latest developments
in Afghan peace process, drawdown and bilateral cooperation in various fields were
discussed. Gen Qamar said that Pakistan will
always support “Afghan-led Afghan-owned”
peace process based on mutual consensus of
all stakeholders. He also reiterated that peace
in Afghanistan means peace in Pakistan. The
US dignitary also acknowledged Pakistan’s
continuous efforts for peace and stability in
the region and pledged to further enhance bilateral relations between both countries.

8. China, Pakistan Celebrate 70
Years of Diplomatic Relations

This year marks the 70th Anniversary
of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between Pakistan and China. Diplomatic relations between the two countries were established on 21 May 1951.
In March, the “Iron Brothers” Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and the People’s Republic of China kicked off the 70th anniversary of
their diplomatic ties. This year will be an opportunity to survey the journey of diplomatic
relations between two countries, which was
established in the year of 1951. Both countries began their celebrations at a virtual ceremony in Islamabad and Beijing.
In a Telephonic conversation, Prime
Minister Imran Khan and his Chinese counterpart Li Keqiang reaffirmed their resolve
to further push cooperation to a higher level,
wider range, and greater depth. The two leaders stressed the need to continue with the
momentum of high-level exchanges to further
diversify and deepen strategic cooperation
between the two countries.
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Turkey

One of the Best Tourist Destinations in the World

The city of the past, the present and the future,
Istanbul is Turkey’s largest city and the country’s
undisputed cultural and financial centre.

urkey is a country located on
the Mediterranean region of
Eurasia, in spite of the fact that
it is often associated as part of
Western Asia, respectively, due to the
social and religious affiliation, even
though it is culturally sometimes considered European, with a small section
in South-eastern Europe separated by
the Turkish Straits (Bosporus, Sea of
Marmara, and Dardanelles). With the
Black Sea to the north and the Aegean
Sea in the west and Mediterranean Sea
to the southwest, Turkey is surrounded by Bulgaria and Greece to the west,
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to the
northeast, Syria, Iraq and Iran to the
southeast.
Turkey is a dazzling destination
that straddles Asia and Europe. Its vibrant culture, famous food, and vast
history wow all who venture here,
while its glorious landscapes-from
the sun-soaked Mediterranean to the
mighty mountains and arid steppe-are
highlights in themselves. This country
has attractions galore. For more ideas
on things to see and do, read our list of
the top tourist attractions in Turkey.

Cappadocia

Topkapi Palace

Cappadocia, a semi-arid region in
central Turkey, is known for its distinctive “fairy chimneys,” tall, cone-shaped
rock formations clustered in Monks Valley, Göreme and elsewhere. The surreal,

The Topkapı Palace, or the Seraglio, is a large museum in the east of
the Fatih district of Istanbul in Turkey.
Sumptuous beyond belief, the Topkapi
Palace takes you into the fantastical, opulent world of the sultans. It was from
here that the sultans of the Ottoman Era
carved out an empire that would extend
up into Europe and down through the
Middle East and into Africa.

Istanbul

The city of the past, the present
and the future, Istanbul is Turkey’s largest city and the country’s undisputed
cultural and financial centre. Istanbul
offers a great deal in the way of history,
culture, food and entertainment, in fact
great destination to take a long city trip.
The city was the third capital city of the swooping rock valleys of Cappadocia
are every photographer’s dream.
Ottoman Empire.
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Pamukkale
Pamukkale is a town in western
Turkey known for the mineral-rich
thermal waters flowing down white
travertine terraces on a nearby hillside.
One of Turkey’s most famous natural
wonders, the pure white travertine terraces of Pamukkale (“Cotton Castle” in
English) cascade down the slope looking like an out-of-place snowfield amid
the green landscape.

Izmir

en mansions which
were once the home of
wealthy merchants and
now have been transformed into boutique
hotels and restaurants.

Izmir is a city on Turkey’s Aegean coast. Izmir is
Turkey’s third largest city
and second most important
port on the Aegean coast.
Izmir, with its 8,500 years
of history, is gloriously situated on the western edge
of Turkey, the bountiful,
the fruitful and the beau-

Ölüdeniz

Antalya
Antalya is a Turkish resort city
with a yacht-filled Old Harbor and
beaches flanked by large hotels. This
bustling Mediterranean hub has something for everyone. The two beaches
outside of town are sun-sloth heaven
in summer and attract holidaymakers
from across Europe.

Safranbolu
Safranbolu is a town in the Black
Sea region of northern Turkey, once a
stop on the trade route between Europe
and the Orient. Turkey’s best-preserved
Ottoman town is a fabulously photogenic place of skinny winding alleys
crammed with finely restored wood-

Ölüdeniz is a
resort village on the
southwest coast of Turkey. Impossibly turquoise-blue water. tiful. Luxury hotels, nightlife, shopping
and business meetings give the city a
cosmopolitan
and lively atmosphere all year
round.

Bursa

B u r s a
is a large city
in
northwest
Turkey,
lying
in the foothills of roughly

Lush green forest tumbling down a cliff
to a white-sand beach. The sheltered
inlet of Ölüdeniz, just a short journey
from Fethiye, is Turkey’s most famous
beach, and with scenery that might as
well have fallen off a perfect postcard,
it’s easy to see why its popularity hasn’t
waned.

2,500m-high Mount Uludağ near the
Sea of Marmara. Bursa, which is like an
open air museum, was one of the capital cities of the Ottoman Empire.

Princes’ Islands

The Princes’ Islands are a cluster
of 9 islands southeast of Istanbul in the
Sea of Marmara. During the summer
months, the Princes’ Islands are popular destinations for day trips from Istanbul.
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Cuisine

Manti
(Turkish Ravioli)

Manti (known as Turkish
ravioli), which is one of the most
memorable dishes of Turkish
culinary culture, is served with
fresh yoghurt, melted butter,
chopped herbs and chili pepper
flakes.

Meze (Appetiser)

If you have a trouble choosing from the
menu, get a crash course in a range of
traditional delicacies with these cold
Turkish appetisers. A typical meze
includes about 20 items, from bean
dishes and salads to dips and spreads,
served with bread and drinks.

Baklava

The most well-known Turkish dessert,
baklava is made from many thin layers
of flaky pastry and filled with nuts.
The crispy baklava is sweetened with
light syrup made from sugar, water and
lemon juice to make it deliciously light.
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Kebab

One of the most globally recognized
flavours of Turkish cuisine is no
doubt kebab. The best known Turkish
kebabs are Adana kebab, cag kebab,
doner kebab, iskender kebab, shish
kebab, eggplant kebab, tray kebab,
cokertme kebab, beyti kebab, oruk
kebab, bunyan kebab.

Kumpir (Baked Potatoes)

Kumpir, which is one of the most famous street foods in
Turkey, is known as the baked potato. This super baked
potato is just like a masterpiece. You can prefer filling
from a mind boggling range of ingredients, including
corn, pickled red cabbage, pickles, russ salad, yogurt,
sausage and olives.

Midye (Stuffed Mussels)

One of the most popular street
delicacies, Midye (known as stuffed
mussels) can be found on almost
every corner in the big cities and
coastal holiday towns of Turkey. The
mussles are stuffed with white rice
and herbs, and with a few drops of
lemon juice it is just ready for you to
eat.

Kokerec

Kokorec is skewers of
spiced sheep’s intestines
stuffed into a half or a
quarter of bread along
with chopped tomatoes
and green peppers. One
of Turkey’s most popular
street foods, kokorec will
never disappoint you.
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Tech

First Flight on Mars
ASA’s Ingenuity Mars Helicopter has become the first
aircraft in history to make a
powered, controlled flight on
another planet. The Ingenuity
team at the agency’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California confirmed
the flight succeeded after receiving data
from the helicopter via NASA’s Perseverance Mars rover. This first flight was full
of unknowns. The Red Planet has a significantly lower gravity – one-third that
of Earth’s – and an extremely thin atmosphere with only 1% the pressure at
the surface compared to our planet. This
means there are relatively few air molecules with which Ingenuity’s two 4-footwide (1.2-meter-wide) rotor blades can
interact to achieve flight. The helicopter
contains unique components, as well as
off-the-shelf commercial parts – many
from the smartphone industry – that
were tested in deep space for the first
time with this mission.
Ingenuity’s initial flight demonstration was autonomous – piloted by onboard guidance, navigation, and control
systems running algorithms developed
by the team at JPL. Because data must be
sent to and returned from the Red Planet
over hundreds of millions of miles using
orbiting satellites and NASA’s Deep Space
Network, Ingenuity cannot be flown with
a joystick, and its flight was not observable from Earth in real-time. NASA Asso-
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ciate Administrator for Science Thomas
Zurbuchen announced the name for the
Martian airfield on which the flight took
place.
Ingenuity’s chief pilot, Håvard Grip,
announced that the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) – the United Nations’ civil aviation agency – presented NASA and the Federal Aviation
Administration with official ICAO designator IGY, call-sign INGENUITY. These details will be included officially in the next
edition of ICAO’s publication Designators
for Aircraft Operating Agencies, Aeronautical Authorities, and Services. The
location of the flight has also been given
the ceremonial location designation JZRO
for Jezero Crater.
As one of NASA’s technology
demonstration projects, the 19.3-inchtall (49-centimeter-tall) Ingenuity Mars
Helicopter contains no science instruments inside its tissue-box-size fuselage.
Instead, the 4-pound (1.8-kg) rotorcraft
is intended to demonstrate whether future exploration of the Red Planet could
include an aerial perspective.
“Ingenuity is the latest in a long and
storied tradition of NASA projects achieving a space exploration goal once thought
impossible,” said acting NASA Administrator Steve Jurczyk. “The X-15 was a
pathfinder for the space shuttle. Mars
Pathfinder and its Sojourner rover did
the same for three generations of Mars

rovers. We don’t know exactly where Ingenuity will lead us, but today’s results
indicate the sky – at least on Mars – may
not be the limit.”

Now, 117 years after the
Wright brothers succeeded
in making the first flight on
our planet, NASA’s Ingenuity
helicopter has succeeded in
performing this amazing feat
on another world,” Zurbuchen
said. “While these two iconic
moments in aviation history
may be separated by time and
173 million miles of space,
they now will forever be
linked. As an homage to the
two innovative bicycle makers
from Dayton, this first of many
airfields on other worlds
will now be known as Wright
Brothers Field, in recognition
of the ingenuity and innovation
that continue to propel
exploration.

he Premier League often referred to as the English Premier League or the EPL, is the
top level of the English football
league system. Contested by 20
clubs, it operates on a system
of promotion and relegation with the
English Football League (EFL). Seasons
run from August to May with each team
playing 38 matches (playing all 19 other
teams both home and away). Most games
are played on Saturday and Sunday afternoons.
The competition was founded as
the FA Premier League on 20 February
1992 following the decision of clubs in
the Football League First Division to
break away from the Football League,
founded in 1888, and take advantage of a
lucrative television rights deal. The deal
was worth around £1 billion a year domestically as of 2013–14, with Sky and
BT Group securing the domestic rights to
broadcast 116 and 38 games respectively.
The league is a corporation in which the
member clubs act as shareholders, and
generates €2.2 billion per year in domestic and international television rights.
Clubs were apportioned central payment
revenues of £2.4 billion in 2016–17, with
a further £343 million in solidarity pay-

ments to English Football
League (EFL)
clubs.
M o s t
stadium occupancies are
near capacity. The Premier League
ranks
first
in the UEFA
coefficients
of
leagues
based on performances
in European
competitions
over the past five seasons as of 2021. The
English top-flight has produced the second-highest number of UEFA Champions
League/European Cup titles, with five
English clubs having won thirteen European trophies in total.
Forty-nine clubs have competed since the inception of the Premier
League in 1992: forty-seven English and
two Welsh clubs. Seven of them have won
the title: Manchester United (13), Chelsea (5), Manchester City (5), Arsenal (3),
Blackburn Rovers (1), Leicester City (1),
and Liverpool (1).
From
the
2019–20
season,
video assistant referees were used in
the league. Project
Big Picture was announced in October
2020 that described
a plan to reunite
the top Premier
League clubs with
the English Football
League, proposed

by leading Premier League clubs Manchester United and Liverpool. It has been
criticized by the Premier League leadership and the UK government’s Department of Culture, Media, and Sport.
On 26 April 2021, in a match between Leicester City and Crystal Palace,
the play was stopped to allow players,
Wesley Fofana and Cheikhou Kouyaté, to
break Ramadan fast. It is believed to be
the first time in League’s history that a
game was paused to allow Muslim players to eat and drink after the sun had set,
following the rules of the faith.
The Premier League is the mostwatched sports league in the world,
broadcast in 212 territories to 643
million homes and a potential TV audience of 4.7 billion people. For the
2018–19 season average Premier
League match attendance was at
38,181, second to the Bundesliga’s
43,500, while aggregated attendance across all matches is the highest of any league at 14,508,981.
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T.C.A. Raghavan,

The People Next Door:

The Curious History of India’s Relations
with Pakistan
(Uttar Pradesh: Harper Collins Publishers, 2017), 348.
Reviewed by Dr. Attiq ur Rehman,
Assistant Professor,
Department of International Relations,
National University of Modern Languages (NUML),
Islamabad.
akistan’s position in the regional politics of South Asia
has always remained a gravitational point of global academic circles due to Islamabad’s
counterbalancing role against New Delhi’s
belligerent regional approach. The intellectual communities from various parts
of the world tried to explain and analyse
the evolving nature of India-Pakistan hostility and its unquestionable association to
South Asian regional politics. So, an active
engagement of international academic circles in the South Asian regional affairs has
resulted in varying arguments on the New
Delhi-Islamabad hostility in regional and
extra-regional affairs. The book under review is an analytical survey of a diplomat
who observed the toxic interaction of two
nuclear neighbours having decades-long
hostility. A diplomatic account of India-Pakistan hostility has been maintained by
Raghavan, who served as Deputy High
Commissioner (2003-07) and High Commissioner in Pakistan. The professional
background of serving beyond South Asia
enabled Raghavan to thoroughly summarise the changing nature of multi-layered enmity between Islamabad and New
Delhi. Based on his academic knowledge
supported by a PhD degree from Jawaharlal Nehru University, the professional
experience in the Indian Foreign Service
facilitated Raghavan in completing the
book on impartial grounds.
The book is divided into eight brief
chapters, and every chapter covers a separate theme related to the India-Pakistan
rivalry. In addition to covering the whole
debate comprehensively in eight chapters,
a short introduction and brief epilogues in
the book starts and ends research in the
book. The chronological order in Raghavan’s study tries to make it a ‘history book
and not a ‘policy’ book explaining the
evolution of India-Pakistan historical antagonism (p. xi). The persistently evolving
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unfriendliness between the two nuclear
neighbours further shed light on different
situations, scenarios, and issues about an
irrepressible New Delhi-Islamabad hostility. The historical overview of the conflicted interaction between South Asian rivals
equipped with nuclear weapon capabilities is the book’s central theme cemented
in the author’s personal stories and professional experiences belong to his life in
Pakistan. While adopted various angles in
studying the South Asian problems linked
to New Delhi-Islamabad’s toxic diplomatic and politically incompatible behaviours,
the involvement of external players internationalises the politics of nuclearised
subcontinent, which is an important part
of the discussion in the book.
The knowledge-based of a strong academic background and the professional
experiences founded in diplomatic career
made Raghavan’s study an important
contribution in the existing literature discussing the South Asian security environment. The regional security environment
disturbed by an unending India-Pakistan
rivalry maintained by Raghavan in the
book slightly echoes the author’s antipathy towards Islamabad. The academic and
professional associations of authors to
Indian politics influenced the arguments
in the book, which undermined the impartial and unbiased features of the study.
Raghavan animosity in structuring and
framing the book’s main argument further affected the legitimacy and legality of
the main arguments in the book. Furthermore, the inclusion of selectively critical
literature produced by different authors
further compromised the balanced foundations of the available data accessed for
the book. An analytical survey of varying
levels of India-Pakistan confrontational
behaviours faintly emphasises the role of
cinema and film industry in constructing
toxic societal attributes in both countries
in Raghavan’s analysis (p. 217). Moreover,

the role of cricket diplomacy and a brief
detail of cricket matches contested by the
two-sided sportsmen tries to explain another dimension of antagonism between
both hostile neighbours. Instead of establishing and promoting the constructive role of diplomatic forces at different
levels, the arrangement of cricket matches between Indian and Pakistani teams
emerged as an irrefutable social aggression across the border (p. 269).
By explain and analysing the different phases of historical antagonism between New Delhi and Islamabad against
each other, the book’s prime focus is on
the different features of hostility between
two nuclear neighbours of South Asia. In
his study, the analysis of Raghavan mainly
described the societal factors in the decades-long rivalry between two nuclear
neighbours of South Asia. The discussion
on the politics of the sport, the role of TV
channels, and the film industry explain
the two-sided societal toxic interaction
between both nuclear nations. In this way,
the book is an appropriate study to estimate the academic strength of the Indian
academic community discussing New Delhi’s historical antagonism against Islamabad. The book is an appropriate study
to understand the existing level of New
Delhi’s way of examining the South Asian
regional politics upset by India-Pakistan
rivalry.

Reviewed by
Assistant Professor
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of International
Relations, NUML

He is a prolific writer and regularly
writes for different research journals
and magazines. He continually shares
his intellectual insight on various
national and international forums.

