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Worthy Readers! 

élange International Magazine presents its July edi-
tion.  The focus of this issue is to highlight the suc-
cess story of the “Ehsaas Program” which has become 
a hallmark in transforming Pakistan into a welfare 

state. The flagship poverty alleviation initiative of the current 
government — is unfolding bringing a positive change to the 
masses of Pakistan and has laid the foundation of a global 
model for reducing poverty, by uplifting the destitute strata, 
and providing various relief packages through coordinated ef-
forts for the past three years. 

 Under the strong leadership and unwavering integrity 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan and Dr. Nishtar’s dedication to-
wards the envisioned project has made a resounding triumph 
by fulfilling the expectations of the unprivileged segments of 
society and has transcended the rhetoric of welfare state to re-
ality. 
 Likewise, the article “Whither UAE Foreign Policy” de-
liberates on the progression and direction of UAE’s foreign pol-
icy and explains the dynamics leading to a most noticeable rise 
of the UAE as a self-assured economic, political, military and 
diplomatic power- which is behind both the architecture of a 
front-stage leadership role and crystalizing events within the 
wider regional context. 

 The other pieces in this issue include articles of nu-
anced lenses, for instance, posturing Iran under a Raisi pres-
idency, and Indian nexus with Western media against China 
presents insight on current geopolitical developments. 

 This edition of Mélange International Magazine 
brought to you in order to ponder upon the most significant 
diplomatic developments of the month. It edition carries 
many feature articles, including Pakistan-Tajikistan Bilater-
al Relations, Pak-US ties, KSA-Iran talks and a wide-range of 
other readings on diverse topics. The Mélange Team hopes 
that the current edition will win your hearts and minds like 
the previous editions. The special reports, international 
perspectives, cuisine and technology related contributions 
not only are in alignment with our principles of diversity 
but also seeks and provides for an enlightening reading. 
The  interest base choices. Mélange International Magazine 
is brought to you with as much passion as ever. We hope this 
collection validates in a small way the practice of gradual 
growth from our end.
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Ehsaas Program: 
Hallmark Towards a Welfare State

hsaas Program — the flagship 
poverty alleviation initiative of 
the PTI government — is usher-
ing a positive change for the peo-

ple of Pakistan and has laid the foundation 
of a global model for reducing poverty by 
uplifting the destitute strata and providing 
various relief packages through coordinat-
ed efforts for the past three years. Initiated 
to transform Pakistan into a welfare state, 
the Ehsaas Program addresses systemic 
poverty and ensures enduring solutions 
through paving a path for inclusive sus-
tainable development. This noble initiative 
of the current government to transform the 
country into a welfare state tackles the ele-
mentary inequities that COVID-19 brought 
about, especially for the low-income stra-
ta including the labor class, women, and 
youth. The progress made so far by this 
[vary] initiative heap phrased across the 
world due to its value addition capacity to 
the prospects of development. Under the 
strong leadership and unwavering integri-
ty of both Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
Dr. Nishtar has made a resounding triumph 
by fulfilling expectations of the unprivi-
leged segment of society and transcend-
ing rhetoric of a welfare state to reality. 
The Ehsaas Program is divided into four pil-
lars which consist of 134 policies, designed 
according to the domestic exigencies of the 
scio-economic development and aligned 
with the global Sustainable Development 
Agenda (SGDs) 2030. It is pertinent to men-
tion that the  extensiveness of the Ehsaas 
Program places it amongst the top social 
developmental programs ever launched 
in South Asia by any state. A set of seven 

time-bound goals and targets currently are 
stipulated for the Ehsaas initiative. Equally, 
the project offers a safety net for approx-
imately 10 million families of the country 
and livelihood opportunities for 3.8 mil-
lion individuals. In the domain of health, 
it offers countrywide financial access to 
healthcare for 10 million families- another 
unique millstone that the Ehsaas program 
has attained. With reference to the educa-
tion sector, it offers various scholarships 
and educational incentives for 5 million 
students (50% girls) to ensure affordable 
education for the middle and lower class of 
society. It is pertinent to mention that Eh-
saas Program also pledges to further uplift 
financial and digital inclusion for 7 million 
individuals (90% women) of the country. 
Appraisal suggests that Ehsaas Program 
offers an enabling environment for pover-
ty reduction. Equally promoting multi-sec-
toral partnerships and innovations in the 
country with broader agenda of uplifting 
the living standards of the underprivileged 
class and also ensure their maximum en-
gagement in the social, economic growth 
of the state through offering various op-
portunities. The pillars of Ehsaas program 
targets the agendas of sustainable devel-
opment with the first pillar to counter the 
existing economic gap between the upper 
and the lower middle class of Pakistan. Un-
der article 38(d) the “Principles of Policy” 
section is to be changed into the “Funda-
mental Rights” section encompassing in-
come support programs and the provision 
of food, housing and clothing for the needy 
through the newly established Ministry of 
Social Protection & Poverty Alleviation. 

  Ehsaas 
Program 

is focussed 
on human 

development. It 
addresses the 
empowerment 

of women, 
quality of 
education, 

malnutrition 
and child 

protection



    July 2021    Melange  | 7 

 Apart from this Ehsaas one win-
dow program has been established to 
assist beneficiaries of social protection 
besides reducing duplication. Funds are 
to be earmarked for those who are below 
the poverty line by establishing cafes and 
shops respectively. Proper registration 
of the slums is encouraged so that they 
could be easily facilitated and included in 
the commercialization of the area. 

The second pillar of the Ehsaas 
Program comprises safety nets which 
guarantee provisions of necessities in-
cluding food, shelter and health facilities 
to the poorer segment. For this purpose, 
the Kifalat program has been introduced 
and whose functionality is for the digi-
talization of cash programs to around 7 
million women through the one woman 
one bank account policy. Secondly, there 
is the Tahafuz program which provides 
legal and financial aid to the poor, espe-
cially widows and orphans. In addition to 

this, another well-renowned policy is the 
housing for the poor. This program cov-
ers 1000 houses for the orphans, Panah-
Gahs, and affordable housing schemes 
for the poor. The government has also 
launched the Insaf insurance card which 
deals with health expenditures. Several 
welfare programs for the elderly and dis-
abled are also launched such as biometric 
payments of pensions, pension schemes 
for informal sectors, and establishment 
of 20 centers for physically challenged 
people. Moreover, a policy of subsidy on 
air tickets for low-paid workers abroad 
who have not returned home in seven 
years is established to facilitate Pakistani 
overseas workers. 

 The third pillar of the Ehsaas Pro-
gram consists of human capital develop-
ment. It focuses on the empowerment of 
women, quality education, malnutrition 
and child protection. To tackle malnu-
trition, the government is providing the 
poor with specific nutritional foods. Spe-
cial campaigns are launched to spread 
awareness regarding stunted growth. 
Government hospitals have been in-
structed to give Iron and Vitamin sup-
plements to patients. For pro-poor ed-
ucation, vouchers are given to students 
for private schools. E-Learning content is 
freely available for the public. Chatbots in 
the local language is introduced to make 
communication easy for the people. In 
addition to this, the current government 
is focusing on education of the poor by 
providing undergraduate scholarships. 
With reference to the health sector, the 
government has adopted (Universal 
health coverage) to alleviate the health 
condition of the poor by providing them 
with health cards and better healthcare 
facilities. 

And lastly, the fourth phase of the 
Ehsaas Program focuses on the jobs and 
livelihood of the people. This phase pro-

vides financial support and platforms to 
the needy to earn a livelihood. It includes 
the Rikshaw garbage collector initiative, 
digital interfaces for the illiterate, and 
incubators for emerging startups. As far 
as the IT sector is concerned, the gov-
ernment is encouraging more freelance 
work by providing a platform. Skill train-
ing schools are also established which 
will ultimately impact the job sector. In 
order to facilitate farmers, economic pol-
icies have been introduced for the reduc-
tion in equipment cost of farming. In ad-
dition publications such as the biannual 
Agriculture Terms of Trade Report have 
been initiated to improve pricing mech-
anisms. 

Distinctive features of the Ehsaas 
program: 

• Ehsaas program is the first-ever 
project that operates countrywide, irre-
spective of provincial and regional dis-
parity. The program targets to diversify 
social protection, safety nets and sup-
porting human capital development of 
the middle and lower class of the coun-
try. This inclusiveness and extensiveness 
of the Ehsaas projects designates itself as 
one of the leading initiatives in the en-
tire history of Pakistan that offers equal 
benefits to the masses across the country 
with a greater success rate.

• The Ehsaas program has set new 
precedents in the vision and operational 
culture of welfare programs in Pakistan 
by shifting and focusing from conven-
tional political patronage-based to per-
formance-based. 

• Pakistan, unfortunately, has a 
history of subtleness vis-à-vis the sus-
tainability of any developmental projects 
of the past. In most of cases, the followed 
approach and delivering the develop-
ment initiatives have been inconsistent 

Sir Michael Barber, Chairman, 
and Founder of Delivery 

Associates, Chief Adviser to 
Former UK Prime Minister 

Tony Blair stated that- “Our 
analysis shows that Ehsaas 

by focusing on accountability 
and impact, has laid the 

foundations for becoming a 
globally leading exemplar on 
how to tackle poverty. I have 

had the honor of working 
with successive Pakistani 

governments throughout my 
career and it is fantastic to see 
Ehsaas embedded at the heart 
of the current administration. 

The reforms and structural 
changes pioneered by the 
team resulted in the rapid 

delivery of Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash to 12 million households 
against the challenging and 
unprecedented backdrop of 

Covid-19. Their work is going to 
be vital in the coming months 

and years. PM Khan has shown 
his commitment to end poverty 
through giving full patronage 
to the Ehsaas Program which 

not only addresses symptoms of 
poverty but also its root cause.”
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and intermittent which has made vari-
ous projects ineffective and strayed. For 
instance, the Social Action Program ini-
tiated in the year 1990 or the Mid Term 
Development Frame Work launched in 
the year 2005, or the well-thought-out 
National Commission for Human Devel-
opment (NCHD) initiative of General Per-
vaiz Musharraf, the overall performance 
remains sporadic due to countless con-
straints and the myopic approach of the 
ruling elites. Nevertheless, planning, re-
source allocation, measurements, incen-
tives structures, and accountability of the 
Ehsaas program ensured its triumph. 

• Another prominent feature of 
the Ehsaas Program is the rate of suc-
cess of all the initiatives of 134 policies 
and programs. Currently, all the initia-
tives have attained resounding success 
and are likely to strengthen further as 
the projects progress in the foreseeable 
future. This accomplishment allows the 
Ehsaas program to hold its sustainability 
as a long-term intervention in alignment 
with the global Sustainable Development 
Agenda of 2030.

• Under previous governments, 
the socio-economic transformation of 
women in Pakistan remained a grave area 

of concern. There was a big gap in gender 
based policy formulation in past, never-
theless, the Ehsaas program has become 
a cornerstone that has filled that gap and 
it has set new precedents for women em-
powerment in the country, offering new 
incentives/ opportunities- in particular 
the  middle class, and lower middle class 
women. The Ehsaas program vows to 
uplift 7 million women in Pakistan out 
of poverty and assist them in achieving 
their potential through numerous op-
portunities of microenterprises, Ehsaas 

Undergraduate Scholarship, Ehsaas In-
terest-Free Loan, Ehsaas Amdan,   Wasee-
la-e-Taleem Digital, and Ehsaas Nashonu-
ma programs respectively. Such multiple 
initiatives for Pakistani women permits 
them to ultimately contribute to the so-
cio-economic development of Pakistan. 
One of the key features of the Ehsaas Pro-
gram is the compatibility of all initiatives 
in compliance with women’s exigencies 
and requirements. The Ehsaas Program 
thus has become a hallmark of women’s 
development and progress in various 
tiers of life in Pakistan aligning itself with 
the sustainable development goals. 

• The Ehsaas Program to a large 
extent has provided viable remedies to 
address national economic constraints. 
The dynamics and nature of the various 
projects of the Ehsaas Progam has shift-
ed the fulcrum from mega infrastructural 
projects to the welfare of the masses at 
the micro-level. This strategic approach 
has assisted mega developmental pros-
pects for deprived communities to attain 
self-sufficiency. The Ehsaas Program has 
attained resounding success, albeit it has 
yet to gain popularity among the peo-
ple of Pakistan. Therefore, stakeholders 
must focus on branding and advertise-
ment of the key accomplishments in or-
der to attract international stakeholders 
such as the important global donor agen-
cies. Furthermore, the projection of the 
Ehsaas Program shall promote the ambi-
tion of Pakistan as a welfare state.  

• The COVID-19 pandemic has 
been an unprecedented economic shock 
for the world’s economy and it has also 
drastically increased unemployment in 
Pakistan. In such circumstances, various 
initiatives of the Ehsaas program provid-
ed a breakthrough in the containment 
of the economic soft patch. For instance, 
the countrywide Ehsaas Emergency Cash 
Program, and healthcare initiatives un-
der the Ehsaas health program offered 
much-needed relief to the needy com-
munity during the pandemic crisis. This 

“The World Bank has approved $600 million in financing from the 
International Development Association (IDA) for the Crisis-Resilient 

Social Protection Program (CRISP) that will support the Pakistan 
Ehsaas program. In this regard, Najy Benhassine, World Bank Country 

Director for Pakistan said, “Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, millions 
of families across Pakistan face economic hardship, particularly 

those working in the informal sector, who have no savings or are not 
covered by existing social safety net programs. He further added, “This 

investment supports Ehsaas in developing an adaptive social protection 
system that is more efficient and offers a new model for crisis-response 

and increasing household resilience to future shocks.” the World 
Bank stated and Pakistan’s emergency Ehsaas program has attained 

impressive six-digit levels.”
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tendency of the Ehsaas Program signifies 
that it can cope with any uncertain con-
ditions in reviving the overall economy 
despite the unfavorable environment. 

• The Ehsaas Program has also 
played a key role in maintaining the so-
cial fabric as it intends to empower the 
masses of both rural and urban sectors. 
In past, the trajectory of the development 
remained urban-centric that inadver-
tently resulted in urban migration, and 
to an extent, widening the rural-urban 
developmental gap. The initiatives of Eh-
saas Rozgar Schemes and skill develop-
ment projects have not only controlled 
the internal migration of the masses but 
also created opportunities in the remote 
areas of Pakistan, eventually leading to 
broader regional development. The Eh-
saas Amdan program through small retail 
outlets and enterprises aims to improve 
livelihoods and jobs initiatives that have 
been implemented in union councils and 
districts through which assets are given 
to the deserving to enable them to pull 
out of poverty. 

• Appraisal suggests that previ-
ously there was lacking a countrywide de-
velopmental roadmap for children and as 
a result Pakistan faces alarming challeng-
es of stunting, wasting, underweight, and 
overweight, that leads to high mortality 
and morbidity of under-five children but 
also is a reason for these children poor 
performance in education and contrib-
utes to a loss in the economic returns for 
the country. Nutrition under the Ehsaas 
program aims to support, multi-sectoral 
strategies through poor-friendly pro-
grams by targeting mothers and children. 

• Special persons in Pakistan 
have always faced insurmountable 
challenges due to neglect and unavail-
ability of resources and thus they have 
remained secluded and marginalized 
in national developmental policy. How-

ever, the Ehsaas Porgram has become a 
source for mainstreaming special per-
sons community though offering vari-
ous opportunities and resources. 

• Sitting under the umbrella of 
Ehsaas, Data4Pakistan, the first initia-
tive of its kind in the country provides 
open and public access to a spatial 
interactive portal that has poverty es-
timates for every district in Pakistan, 
along with over 120 development and 
policy indicators. The portal currently 
has six rounds of district poverty and 
development data, covering the peri-
od 2004-2018. It has been developed 
in collaboration with the World Bank. 
This innovative portal is a very valu-
able resource for federal, provincial 
and district level policymakers for de-
cision making.

•  Ehsaas program’s use of tech-
nology and data, which underpin mon-
itoring routines designed to ensure 
robust governance discipline through-
out its operations. This includes a new 
data dashboard, openly displayed on 
the Ehsaas website, which uses a traf-
fic light system to track progress on 
different strands of the program, high-
lighting progress and improving trans-
parency.

• The program’s all-encompass-
ing digital approach, with transpar-
ency hardwired into its design, offers 
procedure for personal identification 
systems. In addition to this, by combin-
ing phones, Internet connectivity, and 
national IDs, a digital, demand-based 
social-protection system can be creat-
ed to enable those in distress to seek 
support during crises. And it also 
depicts a mechanism for cash trans-
fer programs that can be deployed to 
counter the severe socioeconomic re-
percussions of external tremors, such 
as natural disasters like Covid-19. 

To conclude, the impact of the 
Ehsaas Program goes beyond short-
term relief to the public masses. Built 
into its design are long-term goals to 
strengthen and increase financial in-
clusion, both of which will bring last-
ing benefits to recipients and to na-
tional development goals. Alongside 
this is the commitment for transparen-
cy and accountability which ensures a 
culture of integrity and openness that 
must be ingrained in government in-
stitutions and processes. 

The Ehsaas program has 
been quoted by the World 

Bank in a report on ‘Global 
Social Protection Responses 
to Covid-19,’ the World Bank 

has recognized Pakistan’s 
government Ehsaas Emergency 

Cash program among the 
top four social protection 

interventions globally in terms 
of number of people covered. 
As per the report, Pakistan’s 
provincial governments also 

implemented supportive fiscal 
measures from the onset of the 

shock, including cash grants 
to low-income households, tax 

relief, and additional health 
spending. 

This also includes the increase 
in salary for health workers. 
The Government of Pakistan 
allocated Rs. 203 Billion for 

emergency cash assistance to 
15 million families in extreme 
poverty. The supportive fiscal 

measure continues at the 
provincial level. The report 
stated that a relief package 
worth PKR 1.2 trillion was 
announced by the federal 
government on March 24, 

which has been almost fully 
implemented. The package 
consists of wheat (PKR 280 

billion), financial support to 
utility stores (PKR 50 billion), 
a reduction in regulated fuel 

prices (with a benefit for end-
consumers estimated at PKR 70 
billion), support for health and 
food supplies (PKR 15 billion), 
electricity bill payments relief 

(PKR 110 billion). 
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ontemporary United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), sometimes simply 
known as the Emirates has been 
in pursuance of a pro-active for-

eign policy within the Middle East and be-
yond. This middle power state established 
in 1971 is in the limelight at both the re-
gional and international arena for quietly 
crafting an expanding foreign policy role at 
the regional and global level and becoming 
a rising military power in the Middle East.

The UAE presently finds itself break-
ing the traditional mold of what observers 
refer to as the small state classification. 
The UAE is using soft and hard power but 
equally smart power to the extent that for-
mer US Defense Secretary James Mattis 
referred to the UAE as the ‘Little Sparta’. 
Internal, regional and global dynamics 
have prompted an elemental but drastic 
change in Emirati foreign policy, leading 
the UAE ‘to punch above its weight’ as it 
pursues in reshaping the regional order.

The fundamental transition 
in the conduct of UAE foreign poli-
cy is resultant of nine key consider-
ations with three internal factors; – 
 1) the consolidation of power by 
oil-rich Abu Dhabi thus cementing Abu 
Dhabi’s leadership role 2) the ascent of 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan—known 
as “MBZ”— the Crown Prince of Abu Dha-
bi 3) transition from a reinter economy 
to a modern economy 4) vying for con-
trol of sea routes from the Gulf of Aden to 
the Red Sea 5) adopting a critical view of 
transnational political Islam which it sees 
as a serious threat to regime stability that 
is behind the stagnation and ossification 
that has dominated the thought of politi-
cal religious groups seeking to seize gov-
ernment and authority 6) the regional fer-

ment manifested from the Arab Spring 7) 
the transition of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
moving from the wider Arab theatre to the 
Gulf Region 8) the possibility of the US dis-
engagement from the Middle East and last-
ly 9)  UAE’s look East policy with Asia from 
a transactional to a strategic partnership. 

These integral dynamics have slowly, 
yet profoundly, changed the Emirati do-
mestic power balance and the internal de-
cision-making process. Consequently, UAE 
foreign policy has morphed to be both bold 
and assertive while often taking the lead 
Gulf-wise, Arab-wise and even global-wise.

To comprehend UAE’s pro-active for-
eign policy it is pertinent to understand 
how the UAE has moved from the small 
state category to a middle power status. A 
deconstruction of UAE foreign policy leads 
for an understanding from where this en-
ergy is derived from? The best capturing 
can be done through what can be catego-
rized as the ‘p’ word which stands for UAE 
‘propulsion’. There is something called 
‘UAE propulsion’ and this propulsion is not 
only perceived internationally and global-
ly but also perceived domestically. This is 
the rise of the UAE model, the rise of UAE 
as a pacesetter and as a regional leader. 

In the last 20 years the UAE polity has 
evolved itself into its present form from 
a small state category to a middle power 
status. The UAE that people know of is no 
longer a small state and does not conduct 
itself as a small state. Whichever way one 
looks at UAE’s present configuration it 
can easily be ascertained that the crafting 
and anchoring of UAE’s raison d’être rests 
upon its enigmatic leader Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed, who has emerged 
as the region’s most powerful figure.

The United Arab Emirates:
Not Center of the Arab World 

but the Arab Center of the World

The author is Executive 
Director COPAIR, 
Program Director - 

(Middle East),
Editor - The Asian 

Telegraph & Melenge 
Magazine 

Khalid Latif

The article 
deliberates on 

the direction and 
progression of 
UAE’s foreign 

and security policy 
and explains 
the dynamics 

leading to a most 
noticeable rise of 
the UAE as a self-
assured economic, 
political, military 
and diplomatic 
powerhouse- 

that is currently 
behind both the 
architecture of 
a front-stage 

leadership role 
crystalizing events 

in the wider 
political landscape 
of the Middle East 

region
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 It is under Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Zayed that the UAE finds itself 
as a full-fledged middle power militarily, 
diplomatically through a combination 
of soft power and hard power. There is 
nothing small politically and there is 
nothing small about the UAE anymore. 
The UAE has moved from a small cate-
gory to a middle power status through a 
very confident national strategic vision 
formation that projects power influence 
regionally. This is the first energy driver 
behind UAE’s propulsion. 

The second driver that is as equally 
important and it is with reference to the 
UAE economy. The UAE is emerging to be 
a huge economy in the region and is un-
deniably no longer that rentier oil exclu-
sively based economy that it once was. It 
has transformed itself into a post-rentier 
economy. Present day UAE is a global lo-
gistical hub. It’s a global financial center. 
It’s a global investment powerhouse with 
a 1.3 trillion dollar sovereign wealth fund 
(Abu Dhabi Investment Authority) being 
as crucial as oil. The UAE today is the sec-
ond biggest economy of the region and 
the 27th largest economy worldwide. 
With such resources and capabilities, fi-
nancial and economic at the disposal of 
the UAE are the driving factors to the ex-
planation behind this UAE propulsion. 

The third driver behind the UAE 
propulsion is to do with the Emirati so-
ciety itself and with its corresponding 
social settings. There is the political 
drive, there is the economic drive but 
importantly there is also the social drive. 
While preserving its core cultural values 
the UAE has moved itself from being a 
typical traditional “tribal” society into a 
full-fledged modern cosmopolitan soci-
ety. The UAE of the 21st century is social-

ly no longer traditional but modern, no 
longer economically rentier but a diver-
sified expansive economy. With strategic 
constancy this rise of the UAE is going 
from one expansion to another and such 
a happening is taking place domestically, 
regionally and internationally. Hence the 
foreign policy of the UAE that is proac-
tive, assertive and bold is taking the UAE 
from Africa to the Far East, at times with 
great risks.

The formation and ensuing direc-
tion of UAE foreign policy is accompanied 
with a historical backdrop of partnership 
and alliances that are often built on com-
mon interests and objectives. UAE part-
nerships with Western countries have 
been structured to serve the interests of 
both sides in a region abundant with en-
ergy resources, strategic positioning that 
control critical waterways for region-
al and international stability. Strategic 
partnership in which the UAE has been 

engaged with Western countries have 
developed the UAE economy, opened up 
new markets and created investment and 
trade prospects for the UAE in the US and 
Europe. Western countries have equally 
benefited from this partnership with the 
UAE. 

Finally the recognition of the UAE 
as new middle power from a post-rein-
ter to a modern cosmopolitan is the very 
hallmark of the UAE. This can be summed 
up in one word which today is visibly felt 
in the UAE by its people. It is reduced to 
the word of ‘determination’ which is very 
important with the UAE leadership’s 
psychology. This rise and assertiveness 
of the UAE originates from this sense of 
determination. The UAE of today is more 
determined of its resources, capabilities 
and successes than at any other time 
since 1971. This is the determination that 
has taken the UAE in 2021 to Mars and it 
is this determination that has made it to 
incorporate Vision 2030. The UAE lead-
ers are determined, its citizens are deter-
mined and a people determined. 

What has made UAE to transform 
its foreign policy from being just a reac-
tive to a more proactive state in terms of 
its foreign policy is that the UAE is of the 
conviction that its model of a state that 
has been set in motion, its idea of a state, 
is a model that is being threatened by ex-
ternal elements namely Jihadist transna-
tional Islamic groups, whether this is ISIS 
or the Muslim Brotherhood or others in 
the form of sectarianism. This explains 
why the UAE is taking a more proactive 
role in countries such as the Yemen, Lib-
ya, Syria, Bahrain and Qatar. It is because 
of this kind of understanding of belief of 
the UAE to form the bedrock of an idea of 
a UAE foreign policy philosophy. 
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Likewise, this approach to a foreign 
policy philosophy by the UAE requires 
the support from major powers of the 
world whether the United States, Euro-
pean countries, Russia but also China. 
The UAE sees China as vital and import-
ant to the United Arab Emirates in terms 
of supporting the UAE in its initiatives of 
keeping the UAE model overcoming oth-
er forces that are undermining the UAE 
model. China thus is important to the UAE 
because both countries share to consid-
erable degree geo-strategic interests. The 
UAE sees China as an instrumental actor 
that could contribute to UAE’s ambitions 
to rise as the most significant player in 
the Middle East.

Likewise, China also has good rela-
tions with Iran and Iran is always under 
the scrutiny of the UAE because the sec-
tarianism context is equally important to 
the UAE. It is one of the two big pillars 
of UAE foreign policy. Islamic or Jihadist 
groups and sectarian tensions are very 
fundamental to the UAE model of states 
where it approaches sectarianism and 
has called for developments for social 
cohesion. Sectarianism could actually 
hamper and hurt the UAE model and in 
this sense therefore China’s very strong 
relations with Iran could have leverages 
over Iran in order to advance UAE’s core 
national interests. 

The UAE being cognizant that China 
as an emerging power has ambitions to 
assert itself globally and as China enters 
the Middle East and presses itself wheth-
er it  is through the Belt-Road Initiative 
or through Pakistan, Iran or through the 
Horn of Africa. This is vital and an im-
portant component to the UAE foreign 
policy calculus because the UAE is play-
ing a security role in the Horn of Africa 
and China is building itself economically 
and strategically through a military base 
presence in Djibouti. 
The UAE is conscious 
that a country can-
not penetrate into the 
Horn of Africa without 
working with coun-
tries that have systemic 
weightage and clout in 
those regions and Chi-
na being a major player, 
thus pushing the UAE 
toward establishing 
strategic partnership 
with China.

It is paramount 
to stress that UAE as a 
strong partner and ally 
of the United States is 
applying what in in-
ternational relations 

is called a policy of hedging. The UAE is 
hedging its foreign policy toward China 
meaning that the UAE believes that it 
should diversify its foreign policy options 
in this alliance security ‘dilemma’. Height-
ened tensions between the UAE and Iran 
could trap the UAE that would be a great 
danger for the UAE. This is complicated 
by the fact that a possible United States 
disengagement from the Middle East re-
gion could reshape the geo-political posi-
tioning of countries of the region and for 
this reason the UAE is hedging its policy 
with China and Israel in a high-stake se-
curity matrix. 

When analyzing UAE’s look East 
policy it is equally important to address 
what drives a foreign policy? The con-
ventional text book answer is that there 
are four p’s involved; power, prosperity, 
peace and principles. In the case of the 
UAE a few more p’s can be added to the 
list; prestige, profit, personality of a lead-
er and perception. The UAE has enjoyed 
socio-economic successes and growth in 
the last 20 years. Economic growth is one 

impetus, the changing regional environ-
ment which has added an internal threat 
perception is another impetus, changes 
of leadership styles over the last 15-20 
years is yet another impetus. 

One of the key factors is the focused 
effort at coupling the economic, diplo-
matic and security dynamics of the UAE. 
This combination of the three compli-
mentary forces to make it into a holistic 
yet extensive foreign policy has been the 
preponderant shift in UAE’s foreign pol-
icy in the last 15 years. There’s also the 
change from an ideology-based approach 
to issue based approach which is evident 
in the strategic shifts that the UAE has 
made within Asia. This transition of UAE 
foreign policy is interestingly expressive 
from the UAE seeking mediation on its 
island’s dispute with Iran to becoming 
mediators in Africa, from being a secu-
rity recipient and/or housing foreign 
bases to becoming a security provider in 
Yemen and setting up bases in the Horn 
of Africa. 

The UAE foreign policy under such 
progressions reveals 
that although the UAE 
known as the ‘Little 
Sparta’ but a more 
accurate description 
would be the smart 
power  category which 
is what Emirati intel-
lectual Sultan al-Qas-
simi has referred to as 
the ‘Athens of the Arab 
world’. This is basical-
ly a middle and smart 
power, correlation of 
hard and soft power. All 
these changes can be 
classified under the ru-
bric of smart diploma-
cy and nation branding. 



    July  2021    Melange  | 13 

The UAE’s look East policy is thus 
the real shift in UAE’s foreign policy 
over the last 20 years amid the center 
of gravity of economic power shifting 
from west to east. The UAE has increas-
ingly assumed a strategic view both in 
the economic and in the security dimen-
sions. Economically nearly 75 percent 
of the expatriate population in the UAE 
is Asian. China, Japan, South Korea and 
India are among the UAE’s biggest trade 
partners and this will only deepen in the 
years ahead with the onset of the fourth 
industrial revolution which Asia is cham-
pioning. The rise of Asia has also provid-
ed for the UAE that modernization is not 
perforce to be equated with westerniza-
tion as it could equally be Asianization or 
easternization. 

South Korea building UAE’s nuclear 
power plants is a prime example along 
with a considerable of UAE’s space col-
laboration being with Asia. Thus at the 
strategic level of UAE’s look East policy, 
strategic hedging explains this balanc-
ing multi-vector partnership of solidifi-
cation. Of particular interest for analysts 
to monitor is how UAE-Asia relations 
progress as most of Asia not just China 
are the key trading partners which also 
makes these Asian countries potential 
functionaries of peace who also happen 
to be potential net security providers. 

In addition, the UAE and West Asia 
which has 15 countries in South Asia, 
Central Asia, South West Asia which the 
UAE categorizes as West Asia is of par-
ticular concentration. Afghanistan has 
been problematic for the UAE in a sense 
that the UAE invested heavily financially, 
diplomatically and has been a major do-
nor. The UAE is the only Arab country to 
send special forces to train Afghan sol-
diers, has paid through the life of an am-
bassador in 2017 and it has also hosted 
the Taliban-US peace talks. 

India is the most important in this 
classification for the United Arab Emir-
ates. From 180 million dollars in 1970 
to 3.5 billion dollars in 2000 to 66 bil-
lion dollars in 2018, UAE India bilateral 
trade has expanded and this has devel-
oped without an Indian Prime Minister 
visiting the UAE in 33 years until 2015. 
In the last five years UAE-India ties have 
moved from people-to-people relations 
to business to business relations and 
now to government to government re-
lations. Oil trade and expatriates are 
still an imposing part of the relationship 
while it has elevated itself to institute 
strategic dimensions of their bilateral 
ties. 3.5 million Indians live in the UAE 
and with Indians among the top inves-
tors in the real estate sector of the UAE. 

More than 1,100 flights per week con-
nect the two countries as the UAE pro-
vides energy security to India and in 
reciprocity India provides food security 
for the UAE through the India-UAE Food 
Corridor. 

As the level of engagement in-
creased significantly with compatible 
regional geopolitical outlooks to encap-
sulate the UAE-India bilateral relation-
ship, in 2017 both countries signed the 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
Agreement which includes joint efforts 
towards maintaining regional stability, 
which again from the UAE perspective 
can be construed as an example of hedg-
ing. In late 2018 both nations started 
joint naval exercises and strategic cross 
investments in several sectors and in-
cluding the possibility of the defense 
sector in the future as the momentum 
appears to be building for the develop-
ment of a robust security partnership.

Within the context of Pakistan, Iran, 
Turkey and Israel which are also part of 
West Asia but informally India-UAE ties 
have not been hampered by how either 
the UAE or India have sustained their 
relations with these countries. The UAE 
has difficult relations with Iran and 
Turkey. India has a historically conflict-
ual based relationship with Pakistan 
and increasingly with Turkey. Influen-
tial policymakers of both India and the 
UAE have advanced for India and the 
UAE to choose sides when it comes to 
these countries however the UAE and 
India have exerted and respected the 
strategic autonomy of the other. The 
UAE has balanced its challenges with 
opportunities. UAE’s recent approach 
to Iran and Israel along with Yemen and 
Syria suggests that UAE’s foreign policy 
is indeed flexible, it’s non-ideological, 
it’s strategic and embedded with re-
alism at multiple domains as the UAE 

envisions to position itself as a smart 
middle power. 

UAE-Iran ties today are neither 
as good as they were between 2007 
and 2011 nor are they as bad as they 
were between 2011 and 2019. Its dis-
agreements with Iran are contrasting 
from Saudi-Iran differences. The UAE 
is less ideological although there is an 
element of ideology but it is less ideo-
logical than the Saudi-Iran ties. In the 
case of UAE-Turkey ties that have de-
clined due to what the UAE perceives as 
Turkey’s support to non-state religious 
extremist groups with established ties 
to Qatar and Turkey’s role in Libya have 
all combined to work against UAE’s 
grand interests and architecture of a 
new regional order. 

As the multi-polar world positions 
itself to the inevitability of China’s un-
foldment into a superpower and thus a 
reversal to a uni-polar world, the Middle 
East region braces itself for major sys-
temic challenges and opportunities.  The 
UAE’s strategic balance requires serious 
preparation for the future that is to in-
clude examining how UAE’s possible 
regional trajectories are to be sustained 
and given shape to in its ability to ad-
vance its interests in light of them. 

The UAE and in particular Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, the ar-
chitect of UAE foreign policy, certainly 
understands that the UAE can change 
history but not geography. It can change 
friends but not its neighbors. For all 
these reasons, the title of this article 
aptly describes and justifiably so that 
the United Arab Emirates today has 
emerged as a pivot that is not the center 
of the Arab world but the Arab center of 
the world. 
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he People’s Republic of China is 
truly termed as an economic rev-
olution that believes in mutual 
interests and cooperation. The 

benefits of this revolution are far reach-
ing and changing the lives of the people 
throughout the world. China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt & Road 
Initiative (BRI) are to further enhance eco-
nomic influence and cooperation of China 
with rest of the world. China has indeed 
strengthened the bilateral and multilat-
eral relations with countries and regions 
through economic cooperation. With many 
new friends, China’s rapid progression in 
the economic world has turned the exist-
ing economic champions into their foes. 
Especially, within the western world, Chi-
na’s rapid economic growth has attracted 
discreet animosity. Different tactics are be-
ing employed to create narratives that can 
damage the image of China globally. Be it 
China’s cordial relations with neighbouring 
North Korea, its stance on Taiwan, Hong 
Kong political protests or Uighur Muslims 
of Xinjiang province, western powers are 
trying to employ any given resources to di-
minish the image of China. 

Interestingly, it has been largely ob-
served in the recent times that the big 
names of the western media, especially the 
Muslim journalists and analysts have been 
showing a sudden tendency of highlight-
ing the Uighur issue of Xinjiang province. 
The exaggeration of the matter suggests 
that media personalities are tasked with 

maligning China in the Muslim world. The 
purpose of this smear campaign is to dis-
rupt the relations of China with the Mus-
lim world. Moreover, if fake narratives are 
successfully infiltrated into the 1.6 billion 
Muslims of the world, it would be easier 
to disrupt China’s trade into the Muslim 
majority countries. It is largely considered 
that the western world has carefully in-
vested into the narrative building against 
China. 

The West has a history full of build-
ing fake narratives to influence the policies 
of the world. The narratives against China 
are being built through similar but more 
advanced and enhanced methods. The use 
of technology, social and digital media has 
been observed in the recent past but in 
more recent events, the most updated tech 
is being used to concoct video and audio 
evidences to prove the propaganda that Chi-
na is conducting a genocide of Muslims. In-
terestingly, the scandals of the past such as 
Cambridge Analytica are an excellent exam-
ples to prove that the western world could 
go to any limits. In the Cambridge Analytica 
scandal, it is a known fact that the fake Mu-
jahideen and Al Qaida statements and video 
footages were created to constantly terro-
rise the world to legitimise the war crimes 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. Moreover, the fab-
ricated video and audio evidences were 
produced to propagate the Iraq invasion 
and legitimise the westrun involvement in 
Iraq. Here it is instructive to recall the op 
ed titled “What I Didn’t Find in Africa” by 
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Western media, which is being 
followed throughout the world is the 

best platform to be used to carry out 
such propaganda. Important to note 
is the fact that the domestic media of 
the developing world relies upon the 
western international media to high-
light the international stories. More-
over, to follow the international trends 
on news, the domestic media of the 
developing world follows the western 
media. 

It is a known fact that America, 
along with its western allies is ac-
tively involved in a trade war against 
China. The western world fears that 
as the world is moving from geo-stra-
tegic positioning to the geo-economic, 
China will grab on maximum influ-
ence over the world through its ever 
increasing economic strength. United 
States, which is considered as the su-
per power of the world, can sense that 
if China’s economic growth is not hur-
dled, it is not far that it shall become 
an equal to superpower, if not the su-
perpower of the world. Currently, US 
is practically engaging China on every 
aspect. Even in the pandemic, US has 
influenced its allies to prefer western 
vaccines over the Chinese and Russian. 
The travel restrictions to several Euro-
pean, American and Gulf destinations 
for those vaccinated with the Sinovac 
is a policy that is influenced by US-Chi-
na trade war. Premier example of such 
influence is of Saudi Arabia allowing 
only those pilgrims to enter and per-

form Hajj, who have been vaccinated 
with the western vaccines. Though ev-

ery country is allowed to make their 
own choices on vaccines but putting in 
place the mandatory policies is a clear 
indication that the western powers are 
willing to hit China in every way pos-
sible.

US-India relations saw a new 
horizon when US desperately needed 
alliance in South China Sea against 
China. US always considered itself well 
placed in Japan and South Korea to 
counter the presence of China in East 
China Sea. But when it comes to the 
South China Sea, US required a part-
nership with a major country to count-
er China. India, a billionaire in terms 
of population same as China, having 
an ongoing conflict with China, hav-
ing an ongoing conflict with China’s 
premier partner in the Indian Ocean 
Pakistan, having a big army, having 
nukes, was perfectly placed for US. All 
it required was to create jobs for Indi-
ans in the US information technology 
sectors, sharing the lobbies, enhanced 
influence of NRIs in US, defence sup-
port, guaranteed support for Indian 
foreign policy, a blind eye on Indian 
atrocities and support in various oth-
er fields. Suddenly, India got Chinooks 
and Apaches from US, then came the 
unarmed Sea Guardian drones and aid 
to enhance the capabilities of the In-
dian navy. Moreover, Indian IT sector 
saw a boom with US collaborations. 
In his very recent visit, defence sec-

retary of US, Lloyd Austin approved 
armed Sea Guardians along with shar-
ing of satellite imagery with the India 
to overcome the technological scarcity 
of its intelligence gathering capabili-
ties. In plain words, today’s India can 
be termed as frontline of US against 
China. 

There are reasons for India’s pro-
West stance on Uighur issue. Firstly, 
since Modi took the premier office, US 
got more closer to India and currently 
both are in an active alliance against 
China. Secondly, India has territorial 
dispute with China and this dispute 
initiated the battle of Galwan last year 
in which China killed more than twen-
ty Indian soldiers and injured many in 
Eastern Ladakh. Thirdly, India fears a 
two-front war against China and Paki-
stan as with the advent of CPEC, India 
sees CPEC as the key threat to it, so for 
India, an economically strong Pakistan 
and China as super economic power is 
a disaster awaiting.

Important to note is that India 
has been actively involved in terrorism 
in Pakistan. In recent past, there were 
several attacks on CPEC to disrupt 
the cooperation between the two iron 
brothers. Interestingly, a prominent 
analyst of India, Major Gaurav Arya 
(R), in a debate on Indian channel last 
year, on one of my questions that as the 
opposition parties are demanding re-
venge of Galwan from the government 
of India, what has done so far about, 
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he replied that “India will take revenge 
of the mountains (Galwan) in the seas 
(Gawadar).” Interestingly, once India 
could not dare engaging and avenging 
China in Galwan, it ran a countrywide 
boycott against Chinese products. 
The banning of more than fifty apps 
was openly announced to dint China 
economically. A country that is being 
ruled by ultranationalist Bhartya Janta 
Party (BJP) and powered by the fascist 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), 
on ground is still running a smear 
campaign to boycott Chinese products. 
In every meeting and procession of 
the Hindutva ideologues, the masses 
are advised to check the make of every 
product and make sure never to buy 
any product that is made or assembled 
in China. 

It is evident that India has invest-
ed in terrorism in Pakistan focused on 
CPEC and Indian rogue presence in 
Afghanistan has continuously tried to 
dint the Pakistan-China cooperation. 
CPEC is termed as the backbone of the 
cooperation between both countries. 
As activities are being planned, funded 
and facilitated from Afghanistan, it is 
beyond doubt that the US presence in 
Afghanistan would be unaware of it. It 

is obvious that US has been keeping its 
eyes closed and a discreet go ahead to 
Indians is in full swing. 

Meanwhile, the stance of Indian 
media on Uighur Muslims is no sur-
prise as it is exactly what US should 
expect from the Indians. 
As the main objective be-
hind this smear campaign 
against China is to fill 
hearts of 1.6 billion Mus-
lims of the world with ha-
tred against China. To top 
it up, India’s own popula-
tion is almost 1.5 billion 
out of which, more than 
300 million are Muslims. 
If this campaign against 
China is all successful then 
majority of population of 
the world can be consid-
ered as anti-China. Mean-
while, with unearthing of 
the EU-Disinfolab scandal, 
India was exposed in its 
capabilities to run a sys-
tematic propaganda. It is 
highly possible that the 
same Srivastava group 
is tasked with a similar 
project this time against 

China. After all, India has excelled in 
the dirty business of propagating dis-
information. Especially, India that is 
to see its expulsion from Afghanistan 
very soon with the growing influence 
of Taliban in Afghanistan. Not to forget 
is the fact that India has used Afghani-
stan as a launchpad for its clandestine 
activities in Pakistan focused on CPEC. 
Meanwhile, Taliban leader Mullah 
Baradar, in his recent statement, clear-
ly stated that Taliban will never allow 
anyone to use Afghan land against any 
third country. So, the US withdrawal 
from Afghanistan would mean that CIA 
and RAW nexus would meet an end to 
their espionage business in Afghani-
stan against Pakistan and China. 

Demographically, Xinjiang is 
a province that is Muslim majority 
northwestern province of China. The 
Muslims makeup of nearly 60% of the 
population whereas the ethnic Uighur 
population is around 44% of the total 
population of the province. 

The East Turkistan Islamic Move-
ment (ETIM), which is being hailed in 
western and Indian media as a resis-
tance movement is an Uighur separat-
ist group. Its leaders are mainly based 
and settled in Europe and America. 
Ironically, the US Treasury Depart-
ment listed ETIM as a terrorist organ-
isation in 2002 in wake of post 9/11 
increased antiterrorist bilateral co-
operation between China and US. The 
group has a meagre support on ground 
which is being countered by Chinese 
authorities. Surely, China has every 
right to counter any possible threats 
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to law and order of the country.
Traditionally, southeast has been 

the economic hub of China as the cen-
tre of economic gravity was attached 
to East China Sea. This is why the 
southern and eastern regions of Chi-
na are densely populated in contrast 
to the central, northern and western 
regions. Nearly 70% of the population 
of China is settled in southern and 
eastern regions. With the advent of 
CPEC and BRI, China plans to enhance 
the similar economic opportunities in 
northern and western regions so that 
the population ratio can be facilitated 
in less inhibited regions. This would 
surely help solve the metropolitan ad-
ministrative challenges of China. The 
plan would definitely see a province 
like Xinjiang thriving in the coming 

future. The region would become an 
economic hub to cater BRI and CPEC. 
It would definitely attract a large num-
ber of economic settlers from all over 
the country as with the enhanced eco-
nomic growth of the region, there will 
be better career opportunities in the 
region for the current generation of 
Chinese. 

US-China trade war is indeed a 
reality that would attract employment 
of several hybrid tactics in the coming 
future. A ‘gang’ of well-placed Muslim 
journalists is just tip of the iceberg. 
Once hybrid war is at its full swing, 
religious clergy could also be used to 
discredit China and getting it declared 
as anti-Islam. US will definitely like to 
cook the Uighur narrative well against 
China so to eye upon long lasting ef-
fects of it in future.

Time is not far when US would 
utilise this fake narrative of ‘Uighur 
plight’ against China. US would not 
only get China declared as an Islam-
ophobic state but it might fund vari-
ous campaigns to destroy the Chinese 
economy. Muslim world is known for 
religious campaigns of boycotting the 
products of a country that is declared 
or portrayed as anti-Islam. So, if US is 
successful in the current mean propa-
gation of China. The clergy would do 
the rest with monetary support of the 
West. One fine Friday, we might hear 
the sermons that as buying Made in 
Israel is ‘haram’, Made in Israel is an 
equal sin too. I am afraid, the great 
American plan to win the US-China 
Trade war is not to improve its trade 
and beat China, but to employ sleazy 
tactics to convince the majority of the 
world not to buy the ‘Made in China’.

Very interesting to note is 
the sudden and blunt stance 

of Indian media against 
China especially related to 
the Xinjiang province. The 
country that boasts about 

being the biggest democracy 
of the world in actual is ruled 
by those who are empowered 

by the neo-Nazi Hindutva 
ideology. In today’s India, 

churches of Christians, 
Gurudawaras of Sikhs and 

Mosques of Muslims are not 
safe. Muslims, Christians, 
Sikhs and even the lower 

caste Dalit Hindus are not 
safe at the hands of Hindutva 
bigotry. Every year, hundreds 
of incidents occur in India in 
which Muslims get lynched 

by the cow-vigilantes for 
transporting of holding a cow. 

Ironically enough, India is 
one of the biggest exporters 

of beef and the multinational 
companies that trade beef 
are owned by the Hindus 

themselves.
Although the racism and 

Islamophobia is at its peak 
in today’s India, which gets 

reflected in the recently 
passed citizens amendment 

act (CAA), yet the Indian 
media suddenly creates a 
soft corner in their hearts 
for the Uighur Muslims of 
China. I have the firsthand 

experience of the propaganda 
which is being systematically 
run-on Indian media as I am 

regularly invited to debates on 
the Indian channels. And since 
the Galwan battle, it is a new 
normal on Indian channels to 
have debates against China, 
especially highlighting the 

propaganda about the plight 
of the Uighur Muslims in 

Xinjiang.
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iddle Eastern politics takes an-
other stride as Iranian Chief Jus-
tice Ebrahim Raisi won the coun-
try’s presidential election held 

on 18th June earlier this month, after the 
remaining candidates in the race conceded 
electoral defeat. The newly elected presi-
dent of Iran is a conservative judge, was 
the front-runner heading into the vote. 
The 60-year-old cleric holds nascent po-
litical experience but has a long career in 
the judicial system, which has earned him 
a reputation as a hard-liner with little pa-
tience for political dissent. The credentials 
of Raisi, being closed to the religious cir-
cles-ultra-conservatives, having ties with 
hardliners and IRGC, and finally being 
close to the Supreme Leader himself, was 
deemed the favorite even before elections. 
His success in this election also paved the 
way for his ascendency to the successor-
ship of the current leader, Ayatollah Sayed 
Ali Khamenei. However, the low turnout 
highlighted that his popularity is widely 
contested among the people of Iran, mak-
ing him the weakest president-elect for 
the past 40 years.

In voting turn out, Raisi received 17.9 
million votes or about 62% of the ballots 
cast. It is pertinent to mention that Rai-
si lost the last election to former Iranian 
President Rouhani back in the year 2017, 
before being appointed to head Iran’s ju-
diciary two years later. As for as overall 
voters turnout is concerned, 28.6 million 
voters took part in the election, that is 
the lowest turnout of 48% ever in Irani-
an electoral history. The last presidential 
election in 2017 had a turnout of 73%. He 
was followed by former central bank chief 
Abdolnaser Hemmati, the only moderate 
in the race, with at least 2.4 million votes, 
and conservative lawmaker Amir Hossein 

Ghazizadeh Hashemi with more than one 
million votes.

In retrospect, Iran’s parliamenta-
ry elections of 2020 had set the politi-
cal progression of Iranian politics for the 
coming years, especially for the recent 
presidential elections of 2021. The seat of 
the presidency plays a crucial role in the 
hierarchy of the Iranian state. Being the 
second most important position after the 
Supreme Leader, the President of Iran ex-
ecutes the authority over the republican 
sector of the Iranian state (the other one 
is the theocratic sector). Last year’s parlia-
mentary elections with the lowest turnout 
of 42% since the revolution, were domi-
nated by the hardliner politicians of the 
larger principalist faction. The triumph 
of hardliners not only announced the di-
minishing role of the moderate-reformist 
nexus but also reflected the militarization 
of Iranian politics. Unlike the traditional 
dominance of conservatives of the princi-
palist faction, the victory of IRGC-linked 
politicians (hardliners) provided the are-
na for the IRGC to bolster its influence in 
Iranian politics.

Iran’s clerical-led establishment has 
traditionally touted a high voter turnout 
as evidence of its popularity, but this year 
the spokesman for the election watchdog 
said a potentially low turnout would not 
harm the system’s legitimacy. A high turn-
out has historically boosted the chances of 
non-conservative candidates, as reform-
ists are more likely to stay home in protest 
against the political establishment and its 
restrictions on the electoral process. The 
consensus candidate for Iran’s hard-liners, 
President Raisi has close ties with Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guard and a decade’s long 
relationship with the supreme leader, 
Khamenei.

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi

Author is the Digital 
Editor of The Asian 

Telegraph and Mélange 
International Magazine, 
and Research Associate 

at the Center of 
Pakistan and 

International Relations 
(COPAIR)

Posturing Iran under a 
Raisi  Presidency

The economy has 
always played a key 
role in the Iranian 
elections and it is 

high on the agenda 
of every candidate. 

Due to the precarious 
economic situation, 
Iran is now in one 
of its most critical 

phases since the 1979 
revolution
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In his victory speech, Presi-
dent-elect Ebrahim Raisi staked out a 
hard-liner position in his first remarks 
since his election victory, rejecting the 
possibility of meeting with US President 
Joe Biden. And while saying his foreign 
policy priority would be improving ties 
with Iran's Gulf neighbors, also hinted 
that he is not willing to negotiate over 
Tehran's ballistic missiles or support 
for regional militia. President Raisi has 
provided few details about his political 
platform, be it on the economy, domes-
tic policy, or foreign affairs. While he 
does not oppose Iran's 2015 nuclear deal 
with world powers, his administration 
is expected to pivot Iran's foreign policy 
toward Russia and China at the expense 
of diplomacy with the West, a stance the 
supreme leader has long favored.

On the other hand, the Gulf States 
have said it would be dangerous to sepa-
rate the nuclear pact from Tehran's mis-
sile program and "destabilizing" behav-
ior in the Middle East. As a reality check, 
the comments by Raisi offered a blunt 
preview of how 
Iran might deal 
with the wid-
er world in the 
next four years 
as it enters a new 
stage in negotia-
tions to resurrect 
its now-tattered 
2015 nuclear 
deal with glob-
al powers. Con-
cerning the talks 
over Iran's nu-
clear deal, Raisi 
promised to res-
cue the accord 
to secure relief 
from US sanc-
tions that have 
devastated the 
Iranian economy. But he ruled out any 
limits to Iran's missile capabilities and 
support for regional militias — among 
other issues viewed by Washington as 
shortcomings of the landmark deal that 
the Biden administration wants to be ad-
dressed. Furthermore, he also stated that 
Iran's foreign policy would not be limited 
to the nuclear deal, adding that "all US 
sanctions must be lifted and verified by 
Tehran."

It is pertinent to mention that, ne-
gotiations have been underway in Vien-
na since April to work out how Iran and 
the US can both return to compliance 
with the nuclear pact, which Washington 
abandoned in 2018 under then-Presi-
dent Donald Trump before re-imposing 

sanctions on Iran. Raisi's positions seem 
to reflect the common understanding of 
the Iranian leadership that a return to the 
nuclear deal in exchange for the lifting of 
sanctions is required to enable economic 
growth. Moreover, as president, he will 
probably have an even greater interest in 
improving the economic situation, which 
has always been a major factor in the suc-
cess or failure of any Iranian president.

Iranian and Western officials alike 
say Raisi's rise is unlikely to alter Iran's 
negotiating stance in talks to revive the 
nuclear deal as Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
has the final say on all major policy. More-
over, the new president Raisi alleged that 
the US had violated the deal and the EU 
had failed to fulfill its commitments. 
There is no doubt that Raisi's victory 
puts hard-liners firmly in control across 
the government as negotiations in Vien-
na continue to try to save a tattered deal 
meant to limit Iran's nuclear program, at 
a time when Tehran is enriching uranium 
at 60 % its highest levels ever, though still 
short of weapons-grade levels.

The economy has always played 
a key role in the Iranian elections and 
it is high on the agenda of every candi-
date. Due to the precarious economic 
situation, Iran is now in one of its most 
critical phases since the 1979 revolution. 
The impact of sanctions, exacerbated by 
the coronavirus pandemic, has caused 
one of the worst economic crises in the 
country's history, with the inflation rate 
reaching 50%.

The presidential elections occurred 
at a critical juncture as Iran and six ma-
jor powers are in talks to revive their 
2015 nuclear deal. Donald Trump, The 
US president at the time, abandoned the 
deal in 2018 and re-imposed crippling 
sanctions that have squeezed Iran's oil 

income. However, with Iran's ruling cler-
ics aware their political fortunes rely on 
tackling worsening economic hardships, 
Raisi's win will not disrupt Iran's effort 
to revive the pact and break free of tough 
US oil and financial sanctions. Seeking to 
win over voters preoccupied with bread-
and-butter issues, Raisi has promised to 
create millions of jobs and tackle infla-
tion, without offering a detailed political 
or economic program. Iran's foreign pol-
icy is determined by Mr. Khamenei and 

the Supreme National Security Council, 
not by the government. However, the 
president can set the tone of Iran's inter-
national relations and help influence the 
supreme leader. He sits on the Supreme 
National Security Council, to which he 
also appoints some members. Individ-
ual members of a government can also 
establish good working relations with 
foreign officials, as was the case with de-
parting Foreign Minister Javad Zarif and 
then-Secretary of State John Kerry. Raisi 

is expected to pivot 
more toward China 
and Russia, at the ex-
pense of improving 
ties with Washing-
ton. All matters of 
national security are 
also determined by 
the supreme leader, 
who endorsed the 
Rouhani govern-
ment's negotiations 
with six world pow-
ers that led to the 
2015 nuclear deal.

For most Ira-
nians, the main con-
cern is economic 
hardship. Ameri-
can sanctions im-
posed since 2018 

worsened an already serious econom-
ic crisis. Inflation and unemployment 
are rampant and the local currency, the 
Rial, has plummeted in value, battering 
local households. Many Iranians said 
they would either vote for the candidate 
with the best solution to the economic 
crisis or refuse to vote because no can-
didate has a convincing response to it. 
To revive the economy hit hard by sanc-
tions since former US President Donald 
Trump pulled out of the Iran nuclear 
deal, the damage later compounded by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. There were ini-
tially high hopes for an influx of foreign 
investment after Iran's 2015 accord with 
world powers, in which it pledged not to 
build or acquire nuclear weapons -a goal 
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it has always denied pursuing. But those 
hopes were dashed when Trump in the 
year 2018 withdrew from the deal and 
launched or re-imposed crippling sanc-
tions as part of a sweeping "maximum 
pressure "campaign. Iran lost billions in 
crucial oil revenues and was locked out 
of the international financial system. The 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) says 
GDP fell by more than 6% in both the year 
2018 and 2019 respectively, and only re-
turned to modest growth last year. Un-
employment has risen, the Rial currency 
has collapsed, and prices have soared 
amid inflation which the IMF projects 
at 39% for this year. The new president 

will have to find a new way to ensure a 
minimum of improvement in the eco-
nomic living conditions of the population 
by managing the level of hostility with 
the administration of US President Joe 
Biden. Herein, the pandemic crisis has 
ensued a colossal blow to Iran, When the 
Covid-19 pandemic struck, Iran quick-
ly became the region's worst-hit coun-
try. According to official figures widely 
believed to underestimate the real toll, 
some three million people have been in-
fected, of whom more than 81,000 have 
died. Iran has fallen behind in its vacci-
nation campaign, partly because of US 
sanctions. An easing of sanctions, as well 
as the possible short-term release of one 
or more Iranian-designed vaccines, could 
help the effort. The first major decision 
will be how to proceed with nuclear di-
plomacy. The result of negotiations with 
the US and five other world powers will 
directly impact the next president's eco-
nomic agenda. To revamp its economy, 
Iran needs sanctions relief for its bank-
ing and oil sectors. President will need to 
deal with is the de-politicization of soci-
ety. Politicized citizens make calculations 
and organize themselves into factions 
to pursue their interests. But a depoliti-
cized population can be a liability for the 
system because mobs are more likely to 
form when things go wrong. In the year 
2019, protests erupted over economic 
grievances. The spark was an overnight 
announcement of a gas price hike. Angry 
demonstrators burned banks, govern-
ment buildings, and gas stations. Secu-
rity forces reportedly killed hundreds of 
demonstrators and detained thousands. 

Under a Raisi presidency, tensions 
with the West would likely continue to 
simmer, but the process of diplomatic 
normalization with Saudi Arabia, Iran's 
great regional rival, should continue, ac-
cording to several experts. Another top 
issue is foreign relations and national se-
curity. The vote took place amid height-
ened regional tensions, particularly with 
Israel, which Tehran accuses of conduct-
ing attacks on its nuclear facilities and a 
high-profile assassination of a top nucle-
ar scientist last year. Israel has refused to 
comment on the allegations. Meanwhile, 
Iran and the US are currently trying to 
agree on terms via indirect talks in Vien-
na to rescue the 2015 nuclear deal. Many 
Iranians had hoped the agreement would 
bring some level of economic prosperi-
ty and international business opportu-
nities. Longer-term, a Raisi presidency 
will likely pose challenges to Western 
diplomacy and could complicate Presi-
dent Biden's goal of negotiating a more 
comprehensive security agreement with 

Iran. The U.S. wants curbs on Iran's con-
ventional missile arsenal and seeks to 
roll back the footprint of Iranian-backed 
militias across the Middle East, both of 
which threaten Israel and, according to 
Washington, foment unrest in the region. 
Iran has so far refused to discuss these 
issues with the US.

Iranians concerned about the state 
of human rights in the country also wor-
ry that a victory for Raisi would worsen 
conditions for political dissidents and ac-
tivists, and lead to further curbs on free-
dom of speech. The victory of Joe Biden 
in the year 2020 the US presidential elec-
tion raised the prospect of reviving dip-
lomatic negotiations with Iran after ten-
sions between the two countries soared 
under his predecessor Donald Trump. 
Although most hardliners within Iran's 
political establishment regard talks with 
the US as pointless, reformists and cen-
trists are in favor.

The latter two also support joining 
international anti-money laundering or-
ganizations such as the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF), reconciliation with 
regional rival Saudi Arabia, and reduc-
ing rhetorical aggression towards Iran's 
arch-foe Israel. Such measures would 
significantly reduce friction in the region 
and also create an opportunity to revive 
Iran's ailing economy. However, as the 
overall policies of the Islamic Republic, 
including its foreign policy, are deter-
mined by the Supreme Leader, Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei, those who intend to 
boycott the upcoming election believe 
whoever is the next president has little 
power to change the status quo without 
his consent. And even then, normalizing 
relations with the US or recognizing Isra-
el as a state is currently unthinkable.

To conclude, Iranian elections does 
not change its overarching strategy 
abruptly, not even following the identity 
of a newly elected president. What ulti-
mately determines Iran's approach to 
key issues is how the broader theocratic 
Iranian leadership defines Iran's national 
interests. Assuming that Iran is indeed 
seeking to revive the nuclear deal—albe-
it on its terms—it can be assessed that it 
is not only the US that seeks to put Iran 
"back in the box," but also the Iranian 
leadership who is interested in putting 
the nuclear file back in the box for the 
next few years to address other major 
challenges, particularly the economic 
crisis and preparing for the post-Khame-
nei era. The potential for Iran-Saudi rap-
prochement comes as the US reduces its 
presence in the troubled region and has 
ended its support for the war in Yemen. 

Unlike the previous elections, this 
presidential election of Iran is 

probably the watershed moment 
in the history of the Islamic 

Republic. As the second phase 
of the revolution is unfolding 

according to the statements of 
Khamenei, and the region is 

witnessing the transformation 
in Arab-Israel relations, the 

Iranian state is anticipated to 
be more confrontationist in its 

foreign policy and hardliner 
domestically. The increasing 
pressure of the West over the 
Iranian economy, attacks on 

Iranian nuclear sites, and the 
assassination of Major General 

Qassem Soleimani have also 
provided the impetus for IRGC 

to domestically stabilize the 
political environment in which 
the opposition could be easily 
side-lined. As the parliament 

is already under the influence 
of IRGC-affiliated candidates, 
especially the speaker Baqir 

Qalibaf who have links with the 
IRGC, and now the president who 
is also closely associated with the 
Revolutionary Guards and being 
unpopular, would depend upon 

the support of the establishment, 
Iran’s transformation from 

the theocratic republic to 
quasi autocratic state is highly 

probable. 
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International Perspective

n the space of a mere three de-
cades hateful and divisive Hindu 
nationalist slogans have pro-
pelled Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) from a fringe political party 

to a national party to India’s ruling party, a 
result that has inflicted great harm on the 
country’s democratic institutions, bilateral 
relationships, global reputation and reli-
gious minorities.

It’s easy to forget today but BJP won 
just two parliamentary seats in the 1984 
election, emerging as a national political 
force only after whipping up anti-Muslim 
sentiments leading up to, during and after 
the destruction of the historic Babri Mosque 
in 1992 at the hands of 150,000 Hindu na-
tionalists associated with BJP and Hindut-
va organization Vishva Hindu Parishad, an 
event that helped put the party into position 
to form a coalition government in 1998 and 
then ultimately unilateral power in 2014.

In the six years since Narendra Modi 
led the party to victory in the 2014 elec-
tions, the BJP ruled government has chipped 
away at the rights of Muslims and cracked 
down on its critics, including political oppo-
nents, journalists, and human rights activ-
ists, forcing Amnesty International to cease 
its operations in the country out of concern 
its employees were being threatened and 
intimidated by the government for publish-
ing reports on the Delhi Police Force’s role 
in the February 2020 violence, which result-
ed in the murder of more than 50 Muslims, 
and the use of torture by its security forces 
in Kashmir.

It’s for these reasons India’s democra-
cy was downgraded from “free” to “partly 
free” in the most recent Freedom House de-
mocracy report, which delivered a scathing 
indictment on the Modi government, accus-
ing it of “driving India towards authoritar-
ianism” and encouraging the “scapegoating 

of Muslims” and cracking down on critics.
Notably, Freedom House wasn’t alone 

in its condemnation of the Modi govern-
ment, with Sweden based V-Dem Institute 
also downgrading India’s democracy to 
what it calls “electoral autocracy.”

Worryingly – the worst the economy 
performs, or the louder critics of the Modi 
government grow, the more BJP dials up the 
vilification of religious minorities to divert 
attention away from its failings or trans-
gressions.

When protesters joined hands across 
the country to oppose the government’s 
anti-Muslim citizenship laws, known sep-
arately as the Citizenship Amendment 
Act (CAA) and National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC), party leaders threatened to 
shoot, drown or deport Muslim migrants.

When the government mishandled 
the initial COVID19 outbreak, the gov-
ernment joined online miscreants in 
falsely accusing Muslims of deliberately 
spreading the virus, and when farmers 
from Punjab and Haryana linked arms 
and marched to the capital Delhi to pro-
test against laws that pave the way for 
the corporate takeover of the agricultur-
al sector, leaving their farms and com-
munities vulnerable to exploitation and 
destruction, BJP leaders falsely accused 
them of being part of foreign funded Sikh 
separatist plot.

In openly confessing its commit-
ment to Hindutva ideology, the rhetoric of 
BJP leaders, including Modi, has become 
inseparable from extremist militants 
who vow to cleanse India of non-Hindu 
minorities, and thus explaining the year-
on-year upward spike in religious based 
hate crimes, with Muslims the target of 
78 percent hate crimes, of which roughly 
two-thirds have occurred in states ruled 
by BJP, according to India Spend.
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Hindutva Ideology: 
India’s Gradual Move Towards Genocide

Worryingly – the 
worst the economy 

performs, or the 
louder critics of the 
Modi government 
grows, the more 
BJP dials up the 

vilification of 
religious minorities to 
divert attention away 
from its failings or 
transgressions...
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Perpetrators of violence against 
religious minorities now feel so embold-
ened and so certain their attacks against 
Muslims, Dalits, Christians, Buddhists or 
Sikhs enjoy the tacit and even implicit ap-
proval of the state that they record and 
upload footage of their hate crimes onto 
social media platforms without fear of 
prosecution.

“We are aware of the latest hate 
crimes because they are recorded by the 
perpetrators themselves, a phenomenon 
that began in the last decade – lynching, 
beatings, even a beheading – coinciding 
with Narendra Modi’s growing grip over 
India’s electoral politics and the Hindu 
psyche,” observes Indian journalist Sa-
mar Halarnkar.

 “They do it to inspire others, cow 
down minorities, mainstream hatred 
(more than it already is) and send a mes-
sage to the hardline government they 
elected – you are not hardline enough.”

It’s little wonder famous Indian 
personalities, such as novelist Arundhati 
Roy, are warning “the situation in India 
is approaching genocidal,” a view shared 
also by prominent scholar in conflict 
and violence Dr. Gregory Stanton – who 
warned recently that “preparation for 
genocide is definitely underway in India,” 
adding, “The persecution of Muslims in 
Assam and Kashmir is the stage just be-
fore genocide. The next stage is extermi-
nation—that’s what we call a genocide.”

It’s important to note here that Hin-
du nationalism is what drove the Modi 
government to suddenly and anti-demo-
cratically strip Kashmir of its semi-auton-
omous status on August 5, 2019, a move 
considered a signal to BJP voters that the 
party is committed to transforming the 
country’s secular democratic identity 
into a tyrannical Hindu theocracy or Hin-
du rashtra.

What has become increasingly ev-
ident in recent weeks is that Hindutva 
organizations have expanded their in-

fluence and reach throughout the Indian 
diaspora, as witnessed recently when 

a mob of right-wing Indian Australians 
ambushed and attacked a car carrying 
several Sikh men in Sydney earlier this 
month, presumably because they had 
participated in a solidarity march for the 
Indian farmers protest in Delhi.

“For the first time in Australia we 
are witnessing tensions within Indian 
community groups, with one group at-
tacking another because they demand-
ed justice from the Indian government,” 
Deepak Joshi, an executive with The Hu-
manism Project, a secular Indian expatri-
ate advisory group, told me.

“In the past year or so we have wit-
nessed several instances of online hate 
and threats of violence against those 
who criticise the Modi Government and 
against Muslims in particular in Austra-
lia, but this hate has been particularly di-
rected against the Sikhs and social media 
since the farmers movement began.” 

Hindutva organizations and individ-
uals have also been calling for a boycott 
of Sikh and Muslim owned businesses, 
prompting an Australian parliamentari-

an to warn of a growing threat within the 
Indian expatriate community, specifically 
“extremist, right-wing Hindu nationalist 
part of the community.”

Stanford University anthropologist 
Thomas Blom Hansen argues in his new 
book, The Law of Force: the Violent Heart 
of Indian Politics, that Hindu nationalists 
have made “public violence and the mo-
bilization of public anger into some of the 
most effective means of political expres-
sion in the country,” telling The Nation 
that “the enjoyment of violence, the plea-
sures of hatred and vengeful fantasies, 
and the license to kill” are factors that 
contemporary India shares with Nazi 
Germany on the eve of the Holocaust.

To that end, it shouldn’t be forgotten 
that BJP draws its ideological DNA from 
India’s largest Hindutva organization – 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh – whose 
founders drew its inspiration from Eu-
ropean fascists, including the Nazis, in 
the 1930s, and thus partly explaining the 
recent Nazification of laws in several BJP 
ruled states, including legislation ban-
ning Hindu women from marrying Mus-
lim men.

This is India today, an increasingly 
autocratic and nationalistic state that’s 
now exerting its illiberal political ideolo-
gy well beyond its borders.

It’s important to note here 
that Hindu nationalism is 

what drove the Modi govern-
ment to suddenly and an-

ti-democratically strip Kash-
mir of its semi-autonomous 

status on August 5, 2019.

(Courtesy Politicstoday)
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he recently released report by 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) 
which described Israel’s poli-
cies towards the Palestinians as 

apartheid is important. It should serve as a 
wake-up call and bring attention to the on-
going plight of the Palestinians. The truth, 
however, is that the conclusion of this re-
port, although it surprised some, did not 
surprise the Palestinians.
Palestinians have been describing Israeli 
laws, practices, and orders against them as 
apartheid for decades now. Since Nakba, 
the Arabic word for “catastrophe” which 
Palestinians use to describe the mass ex-
pulsion and ethnic cleansing of 1948, the 
year Israel was established on the ruins of 
532 Palestinian villages, Palestinians have 
been placed under a de facto rule of apart-
heid. Here is how.
Tens of thousands of Palestinians remained 
in major cities such as Jaffa, Haifa, and Lod, 
under Israeli control, while some 750,000 
were made refugees. Those who remained 
in what became Israel were placed in 
fenced areas called “Arab ghettos.” Some Is-
raeli officials called these places concentra-
tion camps, but later, the term was omitted 
from Israeli archives on purpose.
For years, these Palestinians have needed 
permits by the Israeli authorities to move 
from one city to another or merely to go to 
work. They became strangers in their land 
and next to their own homes, which were 
taken from them at gunpoint and given to 
Jewish settlers.
Since day one, Israel was established on 
the notion of separation, separating Pal-
estinians from Jews, and European Jews 
from Arab Jews. For example, the babies of 
Yemeni Jews were taken to be adopted by 
European Jews and to be raised as white 
Europeans in the 1950s. This denial of the 
other has extended to the dead too.
Recently, I came across a video showing the 
graveyard of the village of Aqer, where my 

family comes from. The graveyard where 
my great-grandfather was buried in early 
May 1948, after being shot dead while de-
fending the village before it was taken over 
by the invading Zionist militias, is almost 
empty today except for what seem to be a 
couple of stones belonging to graves and 
some scattered trees.
The 10-dunum (acres) graveyard appears 
to be covered in sand, hiding the graves 
and trying to obscure the accompanying 
memories. It would appear that the Israe-
li settlers who live in the nearby villas do 
not want to be reminded of what happened 
here once.
Israeli settlers, whose villas overlook the 
graveyard, throw their old furniture inside 
the graveyard, while some of them bring 
chairs and have BBQ parties inside the 
graveyard. This is the history they don’t 
want to remember or talk about, the grue-
some truth that must haunt them as they 
host parties and grill meat over the bones 
of dead Palestinians beneath them.
Palestinians who became internal refugees 
in what became the state of Israel were not 
allowed to return to their villages. At the 
same time, Jewish migrants who chose to 
move to Israel were given easy access to 
these villages and were given houses that 
belonged to Palestinians. Palestinians end-
ed up as refugees in the West Bank, the 
Gaza Strip, and some neighboring Arab 
countries. 
Palestinian refugees who attempted to re-
turn to their villages and towns were shot 
dead or arrested. From 1948 to 1956 alone, 
3,000 Palestinians were shot dead on the 
northern borders of the West Bank. The 
aim was to scare refugees not to return, 
but also to force those who had managed to 
stay in their homes in what became Israel 
to move to the West Bank, which was un-
der Jordanian control, and the Gaza Strip, 
which was under Egyptian control until 
1967.
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The year 1956 was rife with 
Israeli massacres of Palestinians, 
both those living under military 
rule inside Israel and those in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

In 1956, 49 Palestinians from 
the town of Kufur Qasim, 23 of 
whom were children, were shot 
dead by Israeli forces. The victims 
were workers returning from their 
daily jobs without knowing that Is-
rael had imposed a curfew on their 
town. As of today, Israel refuses to 
take responsibility for what hap-
pened.

This is only an example of 
how Israel has always treated Pal-
estinians in Israel. Today, Israel 
claims to be giving Palestinians citizen-
ship and allowing them to vote in elec-
tions.

The expulsion of Palestinians con-
tinued even after the establishment of 
Israel. The residents of the coastal city 
of Al-Majdal were expelled from their 
homes in 1949-1950 to make space for 
Jewish migrants. Al-Majdal was famous 
for its textile factories and Palestinians 
were forced to leave and move to the 
Gaza Strip, leaving behind their textile 
factories and machines. The 105 resi-
dents of the town of Abu-Ghosh were also 
transferred to the West Bank in 1950 by 
Israeli forces.

Israeli-American activist Miko Peled 
notes that Israeli generals had described 
the occupation of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank in 1967 as “finishing the job.” 
The “job” that they started in 1948, but 
were not able to finish then. The entire 
British Mandate of Palestine came under 
Israeli occupation in 1967, but the “job” 
was not over yet. Since then, Israel has 
engaged in a systemic campaign of ex-
pelling Palestinians from their land, be it 
Palestinians who hold Israeli citizenship 
or Palestinians who live in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip.

Palestinians in Jerusalem were giv-
en blue IDs, which give them the status 
of temporary residents in the city and 
allow them to visit the West Bank or Is-
rael. As for Palestinians in the West Bank, 
their IDs only allow them to visit areas in 

the West Bank, but not Jerusalem. In the 
Gaza Strip, Palestinians can visit the West 
Bank or Jerusalem, but only after they get 
an Israeli permit which is hard to obtain 
and is given only to a limited number of 
Palestinians – mostly cancer patients, 
many of whom have died waiting for 
these permits to be issued.

The Human Rights Watch report 
which described Israeli policies towards 
the Palestinians as apartheid is not the 
first of its kind by non-Palestinians. In 
2017, the United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia (ES-
CWA) issued a report by Prof. Richard 
Falk and Prof. Virginia Tilley calling Is-
rael’s policies towards the Palestinians 
apartheid. The report was withdrawn 
following Israeli pressure which pushed 
Rima Khalaf, the under-secretary general 
and executive secretary of the ESCWA, to 
resign in protest.

Earlier this year, Israeli human 
rights group B’Tselem also described the 
system Israel maintains 
against the Palestinians 
as apartheid, which 
stirred much anger in 
Israel.

It is very telling 
that a number of human 
rights organizations 
decided to speak up 
against Israeli policies, 
and repeat the accusa-
tion of apartheid that 
the Palestinians have 
been calling out for de-
cades now – the very 
Palestinians who have 
been facing the threat 
of mass expulsion in 
Jaffa and in Jerusalem’s 
neighborhood of Sheikh 
Jarrah in order to be 
replaced by Israeli set-
tlers.

These reports are 

welcome and should serve as 
a wake-up call. But they don’t 
come as a surprise to me as a 
Palestinian, when for 20 years, 
I can’t visit the West Bank from 
Gaza. My grandparents passed 
away in 2003 and 2008 in the 
West Bank, and my Gaza fam-
ily was not able to attend the 
funeral, thanks to Israel’s sys-
tem of discrimination.

In 2007, my eldest sister 
passed away at the age of 26 
because she was denied a per-
mit to receive medical treat-
ment in Jerusalem. Hundreds 

of Palestinians from the Gaza Strip alone 
have passed away for the exact same rea-
son, and no Israeli official has ever been 
held accountable for these crimes to date. 

This is the apartheid which Pales-
tinians have been experiencing for the 
last 73 years and the world finally start-
ed to hear about. Although it is late, the 
report by the Human Rights Watch will 
hopefully help advance the human rights 
of the Palestinians and finally secure our 
equal treatment in our land.

Israeli settlers, whose villas 
overlook the graveyard, throw 
their old furniture inside the 

graveyard, while some of 
them bring chairs and have 

BBQ parties there.

The year 1956 was rife 
with Israeli massacres of 
Palestinians, both those 

living under military rule 
inside Israel and those in 

the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip.

(Courtesy Politicstoday)
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Post-US Exit Scenarios 
for Afghanistan and 
Regional Turmoil

he US has completed 25% with-
drawal from Afghanistan and by 
September 2021, on the 20th 
anniversary of the attacks on the 

World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, no 
residual forces would remain in the coun-
try. This leaves the fate of Afghanistan to 
the Afghan government, Taliban, and local 
tribal lords. 

The tug-of-war for power in Afghani-
stan has chances to spiral out as the influ-
ence of the government sitting in Kabul has 
failed to overshadow Taliban influence. 
Taliban forces have started to regroup 
under a renewed game plan and strategy 
to seize control of Kabul. This plan also 
includes a new strategy towards women. 
They have, however, not renewed their 
terms and conditions on power-sharing or 
compromise on their values and beliefs. It 
appears that the Taliban are more focused 
on their goal of forwarding their values and 
beliefs as compared to capturing territory. 
The chances of them making a compro-
mise on the former has also decreased as 
the US withdrawal has increased Taliban’s 
confidence in their values and beliefs. This 
implies that clashes between the Afghan 
government, which is often regarded as 
more secular and liberal than the Taliban, 
are likely to continue and may even take 
a turn towards civil war. This civil war 
could also take a blunt direction given 
the number of foreign actors involved in 
Afghanistan such as al-Qaeda and Islamic 
State – both could catalyze the pace of vio-
lence like falling dominoes. Violence could 
also get out of control due to the limited 
capacity of the Afghan forces to prevent 
internal clashes. Even if the Afghan forces 
are geared with the latest military equip-
ment, funding, and training, it will only be 
a matter of time until their “might” expires 
under Taliban assault. Nonetheless, some 
strategists are optimistic that the Afghan 

forces can defeat the Taliban, however, due 
to their limited capacity as compared to 
the latter, having the upper hand would be 
a challenge for them. 

Now that the US is withdrawing, 
leaving the fate of Afghanistan to the Af-
ghans themselves, three scenarios are 
likely. First, an ideal scenario, although the 
least likely, would be that the Taliban are 
defeated by the Afghan forces militarily 
followed by elections that brings in a new 
democratically elected government in Ka-
bul. Another option could be the formation 
of a coalition government that collectively 
rebuilds Afghanistan and regains public 
trust.  

Second, given regrouping and reori-
entation of the Taliban, they could gather 
enough strength to fight back and overrun 
the Afghan government. This can ultimate-
ly provide them an easy route to sit in Ka-
bul without the burden of elections. This 
option is more likely than the first one. 

Third, the scenario that is most like-
ly to happen is that the country could fall 
into a chaotic civil war with several in-
ternal and external state and non-state 
actors involved. This scenario is the most 
likely one as the political elite within Af-
ghanistan have failed to reconcile, nego-
tiate, and mend their differences. Com-
promise by the Afghan political elite is 
a change that is likely to happen at the 
slowest pace. 

If the Taliban has learned anything 
from their experience with the US forces, 
it is to remain fully committed to their 
inflexible stance. This rigidity may have 
cost them millions of lives, but it is an 
acceptable one than the cost of giving up 
their values and beliefs. Given these po-
tential scenarios, any step forward in Af-
ghanistan’s case would require great cau-
tion. These also leave peacemakers with 
limited options to stabilize the country.
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would, therefore, need to take priority, 
as without fulfilling their demands, re-
duction in violence is unlikely, hence a 
highly volatile Afghanistan and a desta-
bilized region could be accepted. While 
their demands are somewhat being ca-
tered to through peace talks, there is 
still a need for an intra-Afghan dialogue 
where the parties make compromis-
es for the sake of national and regional 
peace and stability. 

The current situation shows that 
peace in Afghanistan is up to them and 
there exit massive trust deficit between 
the intra-state key holders. The Moscow, 
Doha, and the potential Istanbul talks 
being unsuccessful would result in the 
Taliban gaining political supremacy as 
well as territorial control in the country, 
if the peace process fails, and the country 
is plunged into civil war and chaos, the 
region would clearly be disadvantaged. 
Some of Afghanistan’s neighbors would 
be prompted to intervene, covertly, in 
order to safeguard their interests. This 
would raise the risk of regional proxy 
war, and produce more of the deleteri-
ous consequences that so often emerge 
when other countries meddle in Afghan-
istan. India would provide backing to 
anti-Taliban actors. China and Russia, 
which have less of a footprint in Afghan-
istan, May quietly provide assistance to 
other friendly actors. Seems highly likely 
that Afghanistan will be rapidly dragged 
into a civil war, and in this context, that 
different ethnic structures (such as the 
Hazaras, Pashtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks) are 
arming up under various political enti-
ties and through their own means

Undoubtedly, the Taliban will use 
all of its power to push the US to with-
draw from the country and will want to 
come to the negotiating table after the 
fact to apply pressure. However, it can be 
predicted that the Taliban now has two 
different factions, “traditionalist” and 
“innovative,” within itself as well. Tradi-
tionalists still argue that the status of the 
Taliban which fights for the “emirate” 
idea, should be preserved moving for-
ward. The mindset more open to inno-
vation and change, on the other hand, is 
aware that Afghanistan today is not the 
same as Afghanistan from 9/11. For this 
reason, they have been voicing demands 
such as an “emirate” recently, and on the 
contrary, they believe that they should 
be more tolerant.

Intra-Afghan political cohesion 
concerning to the Afghanistan peace pro-
cess is one of the key impediments that 
hamper the prospects of peaceful politi-
cal stalemate at the state level. The drive 
for perpetual peace in Afghanistan has 
brought Kabul’s political leadership at 
odds and subverted the US.-backed gov-
ernment, which has deemed the chances 
of inclusive consensus-building among 
the key stakeholders. As matter of fact, 
all the entities have separate proposed 
plans that are aligned to their person-
al choices and interests, rather than for 
the state. Taliban’s at Centre stage, War-
lords as Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, Abdur 
Rashid Dostum, and Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani has his own multiphase 
plan. The apparitions are riotously dis-
similar in magnitude and depth. Never-
theless, there is one converging aspect 
of the establishment of a transitional 

government 
in Kabul, 
with many 
of Ghani’s 
political ad-
v e r s a r i e s 
aiming to 
gain more 
power for 
themselves 
amid such 
strategies . 
With excep-
tion of the 
Taliban, the 
central gov-
ernment in 
Kabul how-
ever seems 
confident to 
o v e r c o m e 
the widen-
ing divisions 
and vows to 

foster uniformity among intra-state key 
stakeholders.

The Taliban’s desire, as well as its 
definition of peace, is the handing over 
of the entirety of the Afghan govern-
ment to the Taliban. And in case the Tal-
iban takes over the government, various 
practices would be put into effect and 
the emergence of new migration waves 
that would likely consist of a minimum 
of 2 million refugees. Ghani, who follows 
much more moderate policies against 
the West and NATO compared to Kar-
zai, and willing to let the United Nations 
take control and hold an election in 3-6 
months; we will not interfere with the 
voters.” 

Dr. Abdullah, on the other hand, 
defends the idea of a provisional gov-
ernment and an interim prime minis-
ter. Thus, he supports the view that the 
2-2.5 years should be taken, the con-
stitution should be reviewed again, a 
neutral election commission should be 
reestablished, preparations should be 
made, and a government without elec-
tions should be formed. Taliban, howev-
er, opposes both ideas; it does not accept 
the holding of democratic elections or 
the establishment of a provisional gov-
ernment in any way, shape, or form, and 
it wants to take over the cabinet. If the 
Taliban came to the negotiation table, it 
would lose; it’s currently only winning 
through uprisings and rebellions.

Regional peace is not the responsi-
bility of a single state rather it demands 
collective efforts and strategies. Neigh-
bouring states must play a prominent 
and proactive role in this regard. If Af-
ghanistan descends into absolute tur-
moil after US withdrawal, it can be costly 
not only in terms of finances but also in 
terms of proliferating terrorism and its 
aftermath, such as refugees and smug-
gling to name a few. Moreover, to move 
the country from the Stone Age to the 
present era, there is going to be an ur-
gent requirement of international finan-
cial support that is sustainable and pro-
gressive. This financial support must go 
into developing Afghanistan’s infrastruc-
ture, education system, health facilities, 
housing, and business sector in addition 
to the support towards strengthening 
government institutions. 

Moreover, the focus of internation-
al financial support must be the future 
generations of Afghanistan. For such an 
ideal yet doable situation to bear fruit, 
constructive support of internal and ex-
ternal factions involved would be a pre-
condition. 
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ince 1979, Iran has been under 
the theocratic-republic having 
the two parallel systems simul-
taneously i.e. Islamic segment 

and the republic segment. The unique di-
vision of the system is reflected through 
the existence of two parallel parliaments 
in Iran. The first one is the Iranian Legis-
lative Assembly which passes resolution 
and legislature like any other parliament 
any other country. The second institution 
which acts as an alternative parliament is 
the Assembly of Experts – the body of 88 
jurists – which elects the Leader, overseas 
his performance and, in theory, can dismiss 
him. Iran has also maintained the balance 
in its elite council, called The Guardian 
Council, which ratifies the laws passed by 
the government and shape them as per the 
Islamic principles. The Guardian Council is 
represent by six Islamic jurists (represent-
ing the Islamic segment) which are directly 
appointed by the Leader and judges, nom-
inated by the Iranian parliament (repre-
senting the republic segment). Hence, Iran 
has formulated the system which was orig-
inally supposed to maintain balance among 
the various political divisions inside the 
country. 
Since 1979 till 1989, Iran virtually re-
mained the one party state. Islamic Re-
public Party (IRP) was the sole political 
group in Iran which contested the elections 
at different level. Despite having the divi-
sions within the party over various issues, 
the existence of a separate faction (or par-
ty) remained an illusion for two reasons. 
Firstly, the presence of Islamic Republic’s 
founder, Ayatollah Khomeini, was the cru-
cial factor in maintain the unity of the new 
republic. His overarching figure deterred 
the political elites to get divided into sepa-
rate blocs. Secondly, during the first decade 
in post-revolution Iran, Iran had been fight-
ing the eight-year war with Iraq. Since the 

Western powers, especially the US, were 
providing support to Iraq, the national co-
hesion in Iran was necessary. The internal 
political tussle could have led to the inter-
nal instability in Iran, resulting in the dire 
consequences for its existence. 

The Emergence of Political Faction-
alism in Post-Khomeini Iran
Once the war with Iraq ended, the debate 
on post-war foreign, political and economic 
policy of Iran led to the internal party di-
visions within the IRP. The entanglement 
between the various blocs of IRP became 
so intensified that Khomeini had to dis-
solve the party in 1988. Furthermore, in 
the following year, the death of Khomeini 
proved to be the last nail in the coffin for 
different political factions to stay united. 
Resultantly, two successor political parties 
emerged from the IRP. The first one was 
represented by Islamic Right (conserva-
tives) which was composed of senior clergy 
and advocated for capitalist economy and 
internal restructuring of Iran. The Conser-
vatives united under the single political 
party called Combatant Clergy Association 
(CCA). The second bloc belonged to the Is-
lamic Left faction, also called as Radicals. 
They promoted the vision of exporting the 
revolution beyond the Iranian territorial 
boundaries and supported the idea of so-
cial justice. They were mostly the members 
of middle-rank or junior clergy who found-
ed the political party called Association of 
Combatant Clerics (ACC). Nevertheless, the 
post-Khomeini period was marked by the 
triumph of Conservatives while the Radi-
cals vanished from the political spectrum. 
The decline of Radicals or the Islamic Left 
proved inevitable for two basic reasons. 
Firstly, after the death of Khomeini, Ayatol-
lah Sayyad Ali Khamenei became the next 
Iranian Leader while the presidential elec-
tions of 1989 witnessed the victory of Aya-
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Both of these individuals were the students 
and close associates of Khomeini and be-
longed to the Conservative Camp. Since 
the two most powerful positions had been 
dominated by the conservatives, it gave a 
significant blow to the politics of Islamic 
Left in Iran. Secondly, at the international 
level, the collapse of Soviet Union marked 
the beginning of the end of leftist appeal 
globally. Eventually, Iranian Radicals be-
came politically weak and started focusing 
on the revitalization of their ideology. 

Divisions within the Conservative 
Camp

Once the Conservatives managed to 
dominate the political arena, their internal 
disfranchisement became evident. The is-
sue arose over the passive rivalry between 
the Leader and the President. Being of 
equal stature and among the pioneers of 
Iranian revolution, both Khamenei and 
Rafsanjani paced up their efforts to expand 
their influence over the politics of Iran. 
The associates of Khamenei vehemently 
supported the uncontested leadership of 
the Leader while the Rafsanjani adminis-
tration tried to grant the president more 
power. Since the Leader represented the Is-
lamic-theocratic faction and the President 
is the manifestation of democratic-repub-
lican faction (elected through the direct 
elections), their mutual rivalry gave rise 
to further divisional groups categorized 
into Traditional Conservatives (TCs) and 
Moderate Conservatives (or simply Mod-
erates). Both the political blocs interpret-
ed Khomeini’s ideology in their respective 
perspective. The TCs believed in the strict 
implementation of the doctrine of Vilayat 
e Faqih and opposed the interaction with 
the Western states. On the other hand, 
Moderates tried to balance the power of 
the Leader and the President so to prevent 
the domination of one over the other. They 
also advocated for the better ties and inter-
action with the Western states to secure 
Iranian interests. 

1997 Presidential Elections and 
Moderate-Reformist Nexus

Although the Iranian constitution 
guarantees the Leader’s superiority over 
every other institution yet Khamenei 
lacked the charisma of Khomeini which 
provided space to Rafsanjani (the presi-
dent) of political maneuvering. Hence, the 
political power of the Moderates gradu-
ally increased which alienated them from 
the TCs. Radicals, who were sidelined in 
post-Khomeini era, now rebranded them-
selves as the Reformists and formed an 
informal alliance with the Moderates. Hav-
ing experienced the power of the Conser-

vatives and the Iranian system of Vilyat e 
Faqih against their interests, the Reform-
ists advocated for the greater authority of 
the republican segment into the Iranian 
politics in order to “reform” the country 
while the Islamic segment under the Lead-
er should only provide guidelines. They 
also voiced their support for the open-
ness towards the West to lift Iran out of 
the Western-imposed sanctions. Hence, 
with this manifesto, the Reformists con-
tested the 1997 Presidential Elections of 
Iran with the backing of the Moderates and 
came out victorious through the election 
of Muhammad Khatami as president. With 
the success of Moderate-Reformist bloc, 
Iran showed the flexible attitude towards 
the Western states and even collaborat-
ed with the US against the Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan. Khatami also propagated 
his ideology of “Dialogue Among Civiliza-
tions” to create an inclusive international 
environment. Furthermore, under Khata-
mi administration, Iran also negotiated its 
nuclear program in an unsuccessful Paris 
Accord Agreement from 2003 till 2005, 
demonstrating the compromising foreign 
policy outlook. 

Hardliners in Iran and the Comple-
tion of Factional Tetrad

The increasing rapprochement by 
the Reformists towards the West and the 
compromising attitude towards the nu-
clear program witnessed the reactionary 
phenomenon from the circles of regime 
supporters and the military establishment 
i.e. IRGC. A new political faction emerged 
labelled as the Hardliners who associated 
the divine attributes towards the authority 
of the Leader. The Hardliners gained their 
ideological aspirations from the clerics like 
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi. The cleric was 
also the ideological mentor of Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, the hardline politician who 
swept the Iranian presidential elections 
of 2005 and again in 2009. The hardliners 
mustered up the support from the reli-
gious circles, however, the majority of their 
influence was from the military circles and 
especially from the IRGC. In a complete 
contrast manner to Reformists, Hardliners 
under Ahmadinejad were hostile towards 
the West. With their inception, the tetrad 
in Iranian political factions was completed 
which exists till date. 

Foreign Policy of Every Faction
• Conservatives: They are the mem-

bers of the religious establishment of Iran 
and the practitioners of the doctrine of 
Vilayat e Faqih. They are the senior clergy 
members and support for the foreign policy 
of neither interaction nor hostility towards 
the West. Their foreign policy outlook could 

be extracted from the statement of Iranian 
Leader in the wake of downing of the US 
drone by the Iranian forces in June 2019, 
which says, “Neither war will occur nor will 
we negotiate”. They are further divided into 
two sub-groups, called “moderate conserva-
tives” and “ultra-conservatives”. The former 
are mainly the intellectual class associated 
with the religious circles like Ali Larijani and 
Ali Akber Wilayati. They try to act as a bridge 
between the Conservatives and Moderates. 
They could be termed as “Pragmatists”. The 
latter one is basically the class of mid-rank 
religious clerics who act as the connectors 
between the Conservatives and the IRGC 
like the president-elect, Ibrahim Raeesi and 
Mohsen Razaee. On the foreign policy front, 
they share the perspective of the hardliners. 

• Hardliners: They represent the 
military establishment of Iran and could be 
categorized as the “guardian of the religious 
establishment”. Their foreign policy is that 
of confrontationist against the West and ex-
pansionist towards the region which trans-
late into the greater influence of Iran across 
the region. Ahmadinejad and the current 
parliamentary speaker, Baqir Ghalibaf are 
from this faction. On the religious front, they 
were formerly represented by Ayatollah 
Mesbah Yazdi and now by Ayatollah Ahmed 
Jannati, the current head of the Guardian 
Council. 

• Moderates: They are the core 
republican faction of Iran and maintains 
workable ties with the Conservatives. They 
advocate for the neo-liberal policies and 
strengthened economic ties with the West. 
According to them, the better and interde-
pendent ties with the West would allow 
Iran with the international leverage and a 
good diplomatic standing at the globe. His-
torically, they were represented by Hashemi 
Rafsanjani until his death in 2016. Current-
ly, the incumbent president, Hasan Rouhani, 
belongs to this faction. 

• Reformists: Formally known as 
Radicals, they maintain that Iran must col-
laborate with the Western powers over the 
global issues to get into their good books. 
While they support interacting with the 
West, their stance on having full diplomatic 
relations with the US is unclear. However, on 
the multilateral forum, they believe that co-
operation with the Western powers is possi-
ble which could help Iran from shrugging off 
its diplomatic isolation. Mehdi Karrubi and 
Mir Hussain Mousavi, the leader of the 2009 
Green Movement and the former vice-pres-
ident from 1981 to 1989, are the frontrun-
ners of the reformists’ politics. Ironically, 
the younger brother of the Iranian Leader, 
named Hadi Khamenei, is also from this 
faction. 
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he book entitled “The China- Paki-
stan Axis, Asia’s New Geopolitics 
is an interesting multidimension-
al critique on otherwise one side 

projected Pak- China relations with the no-
tion of “higher than mountains, deeper than 
the ocean and sweeter than the honey”. 
It is a well-researched book on the under 
researched area of China’s Foreign policy 
based on painstaking six years on ground 
research. The central idea presented in the 
books says that China-Pakistan axis plays 
a central role in Asia’s geopolitics, from In-
dia’s rise to the prospects for a post-Ameri-
can Afghanistan, from the threat of nuclear 
terrorism to the continent’s new map of 
mines, ports and pipelines. The book is an 
excellent account of the historical origin of 
strong ties between the two countries from 
the ashes of the Pak- Indian and Sino- In-
dian wars to the sensitive areas of  nuclear 
and indigenous technology cooperation be-
tween the two states, from the exploration 
of the historical attempts to “re-hyphenate” 
Pak-Indian relations to bilateral affairs in 
terms of war on terror and regional issues, 
from the limitation of the relations in terms 
of economic cooperation and trade to the 
era where “the dragon meets the loin”. 

The book was originally published in 
2015 in United Kingdom by C.Hurst & Co. 
It is first book of Andrew Small, who is a se-
nior transatlantic fellow with the Asia pro-
gram at the German Marshall Fund of the 
United States. The core research domain 
of the author is China’s relations and poli-
cies and his articles and papers have been 
published in Foreign Affairs, the New York 
Times, Foreign Policy, and the Washington 

Quarterly, as well as in many other journals, 
magazines and newspapers. The reason 
to review this book lies in the fact that the 
book exhaustively explores the dedications 
and pathologies of the relations but with a 
different perspective based on appropri-
ate research based technique through the 
prism of history, prevailing geostrategic en-
vironment and global politics.  

 
Salient Features of the Book

The book comprises eight chapters 
ranging from the relations “forged by the 
war” that is conventional security partner-
ship to the chapters that entails the pros-
pects for the future of the relations in form 
of integration and cooperation and role of 
China to potential regional stabilizer. The 
book in the start expounds the converging 
points in writer’s opinion between two 
states that firstly includes shared enmity 
with India, which has its basis in the his-
torical Indo-Pak disputes and Sino-Indian 
diverging regional and global aspirations.   
Secondly, Pakistan’s economic instability 
and opportunities available for Pakistan in 
Chinese box vis-à-vis Pakistan’s importance 
for China in the transitional phase of trans-
formation from regional to a global power. 
Thirdly, to proactively address the possible 
spillover effect due to the security vacuum 
that would be created after the West’s with-
drawal from Afghanistan. Lastly, the ground 
possible for the cooperation against “Islam-
ic Militancy” and potential of Pakistan to 
act as a bridge between Islamic World and 
China.     

The writer in the book has tried to ex-
plain the long standing relations between 
China and Pakistan having the strongest 
notion of being “higher than mountains, 
deeper than the ocean and sweeter than 
the honey”. The writer argues that the lon-
gest-standing converging point between 
China and Pakistan is the leverage that the 
two sides gain in their rivalries with India, 
which has underpinned Sino-Pakistani 
security cooperation for decades. The Chi-
nese help to Pakistan in the war of 1965 
demonstrated the strength of the relations 
while non-intervention of China despite the 
multiple calls of Pakistan in the 1971 war 
and stoppage of the arms adopting the no-
tion “(China would not) provide arms (to a 
country) to be used against its own people” 
by Zhou Enlai showed the limitation due to 
limited cooperation between the two states 
but Chinese support to Pakistan in UN for 
the withdrawal Indian troops and return 
of POWs showed the concern for a friend. 

Small further moves to the question of ex-
change of the nuclear arsenals and sensitive 
technology between the two states. Small 
claims that China contributed in Pakistan’s 
nuclear program and ensured assistance to 
balance India in the region on the hand Pa-
kistan delivered sensitive US technology to 
China that fell in its hand as a result of US 
aircraft crash hence forming the reciprocal 
beneficent cooperation. Paradoxically, in 
the very next chapter Small states that Chi-
na deliberately attempts to re-hyphenate 
India and Pakistan for the regional good de-
spite of the efforts of the US to de-hyphen-
ate the region. The writer further moves to 
another important phase of the relations 
that is in the era of war on terror with the 
examination of the China’s fight against the 
terrorism especially in context with Uighur 
Muslims that have transnational linkages 
and have linkages with some non-state ac-
tors in Pakistan. Small also elaborates the 
Chinese apprehensions on Pakistan’s part 
to deal with such elements. Moving in the 
same direction of Asian security domain 
Small discusses post 9/11 Afghanistan 
by saying, “China has struggled to decide 
whether militancy or the presence of a geo-
strategic rival poses a greater threat.” Chi-
na and Pakistan’s interest in the peaceful, 
long-term and political resolution of Afghan 
issue converge due to the spillover effects 
hence again bringing both on the same 
page. Discussing the economic dimension 
of the relations the writer says that both 
the countries have not been able to achieve 
significant ends in terms of economics due 
to fragile security and instability, even the 
projects like Karakoram and Silk Road has 
not been properly materialized. As he com-
pares Vietnam, with an economy half the 
size of Pakistan’s, has four times the bilat-
eral trade. At the end Small presents the 
China’s evolution from the free-rider to the 
potential regional stabilizer. The increasing 
Chinese influence in its periphery and its 
assertiveness in East Asia has intensified 
Sino- US rivalry that has made Pakistan an 
important part of Chinese policy due to its 
geostrategic position.   

In the contemporary times, the Xi Jin-
ping’s new approach to use financial and 
economic weight to change the balance 
of incentives in western neighborhood 
through the launching of   infrastructural 
and trade initiatives and economic integra-
tion has made Pakistan a greatest beneficia-
ry of the game. The executing of the CPEC 
project is the need of Pakistan “on the path 
from fragile state to a rising economy”. The 
writer has also presented the way forward 
in the epilogue that includes a credible 
peace process with Taliban and political 
solution of the issues.  
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icrosoft has revealed that it is 
planning to end Windows 10 
support on the 14th of October, 
2025.  The revelation comes just 

before Microsoft’s “What’s Next Win-
dows” event scheduled for June 24 and 
amidst hints from CEO Satya Nadella 
that a major new version of Windows 
is in the wings.  Windows 10 was orig-
inally released in 2015, so 2025 would 
be in the typical 10-year time frame 
Microsoft allots to supporting an oper-
ating system version. A new version of 
Windows could be Microsoft’s way of 
stoking a PC market made hot by the 
pandemic.          

“With more people working re-
motely, and likely to continue to do so 
in the future, there may be increased 
interest in replacing existing PCs or ac-
quiring new PCs, and a new major release 
of an operating system can keep people 
interested in new hardware,” observed 
Michael Cherry, a Windows analyst at Di-
rections on Microsoft, an independent IT 
advisory service focused exclusively on 
Microsoft based in Kirkland, Wash. “But 
it requires compelling features, such as 
improvements to security or enabling a 
new class of applications to really drive 
momentum to change an OS,” he told. He 
further said, “It cannot merely be change 
for the sake of change.”

In the old days, the name of the next 
version of Windows would be simple: 
Windows 11. But when Windows 10 was 
introduced, Microsoft declared it would 
be the last version with a number. That’s 
led to speculation about whether Micro-
soft will drop Windows as the name for 
its operating system. “I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if they did. It’s probably time for a 
branding update,” Jim McGregor, founder 
and principal analyst at Tirias Research, 
a high-tech research and advisory firm in 

Phoenix has said. 
Moreover pricing could be an issue 

for the new Windows. “Microsoft has re-
tained the same business model because 

it’s been a cash cow, but as Microsoft 
moves on toward more cloud services, 
their model has been changing, so it’s not 
surprising to see their Windows model 
change as well,” observed McGregor.  

Although the official sunset date for 
Windows 10 is in October 2025, there 
may be some wiggle room in that dead-
line. “After a Windows version is officially 

retired, they usually support it 
for two years or so to give enter-
prises time to change,” McGre-
gor noted. Rubin, the principal 
analyst at Reticle Research, a 
consumer technology advisory 
firm in New York City, explained 
that Microsoft has a history of 
extending support for versions 
of Windows many years beyond 
the announced sunset date.  

“If it is a good solid release, 
supports existing applications, 
and enables new applications or 
workflows, it will likely follow 

a similar trajectory to Windows 7 and 
Windows 10,” added Cherry. “If the OS is 
unstable or the changes are too drastic 
or uninteresting then it will likely follow 
Windows 8.”  

Tech
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griculture Sector has been a 
dominating contributor to Pa-
kistan’s economy since inde-
pendence. The performance of 

this sector has witnessed significant de-
cline due to political, climate, social and 
environmental challenges. Lack of ad-
vancement and technology has further 
deteriorated the situation. To strengthen 
Pakistan’s economy and for poverty alle-
viation, the agriculture sector holds cen-
trality in Pakistan’s development. It plays 
a crucial role in Pakistan’s economy; its 
contribution to Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) is 21% with an average annual 
growth of 2.7%. 

Moreover, 44% of labour force is 
linked with agriculture sector and 62% of 
the rural population relies on this sector 
for livelihood. Given the fact that agricul-
ture sector of Pakistan has manifold roles 
which include poverty alleviation, eco-
nomic growth, industrial development 
and food security, Pakistan is striving to 
lift growth of its agriculture sector. BRI’s 
flagship project CPEC has undeniable eco-
nomic, political, and strategic importance 
for Pakistan. It is offering wide-ranging 
opportunities for all the major sectors of 
Pakistan and has enormous potential to 
revamp and modernize the agriculture 
sector of Pakistan.  

Poor infrastructure has been and 
still is a major impediment in the way 
of agricultural growth in Pakistan. Ac-
cording to Global Competitiveness Index 
(2018-19 edition), Pakistan stands at 

110th position in the world. Infrastruc-
ture is directly linked with agriculture 
and has unmatched impact on agricul-
tural growth. Infrastructure development 
is very crucial for trade of agricultural 
products. It reduces cost of transporta-
tion and enhances integration. Construc-
tion of roads makes the access of farmers 
easier to markets. Better energy facilities 
increase area for irrigation land and as re-
sult outcome of crops cultivated through 
underground irrigation system is higher 
than those which are cultivated through 
canal or other means. 

It is rightly stated that infrastruc-
ture development is inevitable for de-
sired growth of Pakistan’s agriculture 
sector. China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) is primarily focused on in-
frastructure projects in Pakistan. Under 
CPEC, various infrastructure projects 
have been launched in Pakistan which 
includes KKH Phase II, Peshawar-Karachi 
motorway, Khuzdar-Basima Road N-30, 
up gradation of DI Khan-Zhob N-50 Phase 
I, etc. Owing to CPEC’s contribution in 
energy sector of Pakistan, the problem of 
electricity shortage has been eliminated.   

Furthermore, the use of modern 
methods and lack of technology has sig-
nificantly affected the growth of agricul-
ture sector. Our farmers are using the 
old-traditional methods and lacking tech-
nical knowledge. Modern implements, 
chemical manures and scientifically prov-
en improved types of seeds are not being 
used in our country.

CPEC & Opportunities for 
Agriculture Sector 

in Pakistan
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 In addition to it, excessive use of ca-
nal water has turned our lands into vic-
tims of dangerous diseases. Salinity turns 
100,000 acres of arable land into salt and 
marches lands and water logging is also 
injurious for cultivated lands. The lack 
of advancement and technology has also 
resulted in relative decline of growth of 
various major crops in Pakistan. The gov-
ernment of Pakistan has accepted that 
the agriculture sector could not grow 
more than 1.9 per cent in current fiscal 
year. To overcome these challenges and 
improve the growth of this largest sector 

of Pakistan, CPEC can play a decisive role.
The CPEC, substantially, will in-

crease socio-economic connectivity be-
tween China and Pakistan. The produc-
tion of major crops in China is two times 
higher than yield in Pakistan. Through 
increased connectivity, Pakistani busi-
nessmen and farmers can learn about the 
methods and technology which is being 
used by Chinese for production of crops 
in China. For example, water-saving ir-
rigation, smart agriculture, compound, 
and greenhouse planting technologies 
are used in China which are also suitable 
for crops in Pakistan.  Few concrete steps 
have been taken in this regard and Chi-
na has also shown interest in agriculture 
sector of Pakistan. 

In October 2019, Pak-China Agri-
cultural Cooperation Exchange Centre 
was established in Islamabad. China has 
agreed to provide sustainable solutions 
for problems of agriculture sector of Pa-
kistan. In addition to it, on 4 September 
2020, Chinese ambassador Yao Jing and 
agriculture commissioner of embassy 
Dr. Gu Wenliang met Pakistan’s foreign 
minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi. In this 
meeting, Chinese ambassador has agreed 
to set up agriculture technology centres 
to boost Pak-China cooperation 
in agriculture sector in Pakistan. 
These developments will help 
Pakistan’s agriculture sector to 
equip with modern methods and 
technology which will ultimately 
result in significant rise in yield of 
crops in Pakistan.   

Moreover, CPEC offers op-
portunities to export agricultural 
goods to China. China is the most 
populous country in the world 
with 1.39 billion population. Even 
though China is leading country 
in producing many major crops 

but to fulfil the food needs 
of its gigantic population is 
a great challenge. To meet 
this challenge, China imports 
high amount of agricultural 
goods from different coun-
tries. China spends more 
than 100 billion USD on ag-
ricultural imports every year 
and Pakistan’s share in these 
imports is almost negligible. 
Through increased connec-
tivity, Pakistan can increase 
its agricultural exports to 
China. It is win-win situation 
for both China and Pakistan. 
Due to low transport costs, 
it is preferable for China to 
import agriculture goods 

from Pakistan. On the other side, it will 
help Pakistan to boost its economy and 
help Pakistan’s exports which have been 
declining over the past many years. In 
addition to it, majority of the farmers in 
Pakistan is poor. The exports of agricul-
tural goods will improve the livelihood of 
these farmers. 

China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor has been rightly declared as game 
changer. It will turn Gawadar into eco-
nomic hub and enhance economic ac-
tivities in the region. It has potential to 
reshape the economic outlook of Paki-
stan. The agriculture sector of Pakistan 
is the backbone of Pakistan’s economy. 
CPEC is offering tremendous opportu-
nities for all major sectors of Pakistan 
in terms of technology and investment. 
Infrastructure development and technol-
ogy transfer will have significant impact 
on Pakistan’s agriculture sector as well. 
Through increased connectivity between 
China and Pakistan, Pakistan can export 
its agricultural products to China which 
will contribute to economy of Pakistan. 
If these opportunities are used in full po-
tential, Pakistan will witness significant 
impact on its GDP and ultimately the live-
lihood of the people of Pakistan.    

It is pertinent to mention that 
the government of Pakistan is 
working to include agriculture 
in CPEC framework. China has 
approved technical assistance 

for 13 mega agriculture 
sector projects under CPEC. 

It is appreciable that the 
government of Pakistan 

understands the importance 
of agriculture sector for 

Pakistan’s GDP and is now 
taking practical measures 

to achieve desired growth in 
this sector. While meeting 

with Chinese Ambassador FM 
Qureshi said, “Agriculture is 
the mainstay of Pakistan’s 

economy and employs a large 
part of Pakistan’s productive 

labor force. There is a greater 
need to revamp and modernize 
agriculture sector with China’s 
co-operation and unleash the 

Second Green Revolution in 
Pakistan.”
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S President Joe Biden’s first bud-
get proposal plans a vision of more 
spending than any previous feder-
al government with increased dis-

bursements in areas like infrastructure, ed-
ucation and climate change. The $6 trillion 
budget proposal for the 2022 fiscal year 
was released last month, which delivers 
a comprehensive accounting of President 
Biden’s economic agenda. It comprises of 
two proposals that Biden has presented 
before Congress. First one is the American 
Jobs Plan, which is regarding new spending 
on the nation’s infrastructure while second 
one is the American Families Plan, which 
is focusing on the problems like childcare, 
paid family and universal prekindergarten 
as well as medical leave. 

The recent budget develops on a pro-
posal that Joe Biden unveiled in April cov-
ering flexible spending, which outlined his 
wish to distribute funds across domestic 
agencies; which is indeed a loud rever-
sal from the spending policies of Donald 
Trump. While having a look of the budget 
proposal the segregation and distribution 
of funding depicts the policies of the incum-
bent government. 10 billion dollars have 
been allocated for global health programs, 
which includes 1 billion dollars for global 
health security.  $10 billion for humanitari-
an assistance, $2.5 billion for international 
climate programs, including $1.2 billion for 
the Green Climate Fund and $485 million 
for other multilateral initiatives, some of 
which will emphasis on adaptation. $861 
million to address the root causes of mi-
gration in Central America, part of a $4 bil-
lion four-year commitment. $3.3 billion for 
Treasury Department international pro-
grams, here a 73% surge and a sign of sup-
port for increased multilateral engagement 
and funding. Nearly $2 billion for United 
Nations peacekeeping efforts, including 
$300 million to begin paying arrears. There 

are also some policy priorities mentioned 
in the budget, though there is no specific 
amount or funding for them. These prior-
ities include funding for World Health Or-
ganization, U.N. Population Fund, and the 
UN Refugee Agency. It also includes fund-
ing for Increasing the size and diversity of 
the State Department and USAID Foreign 
Service. Founding foe Countering author-
itarianism and supporting human rights 
and democratic values as well as Funding 
for Middle East partners, including the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Ref-
ugees in the Near East. 

Here it is pertinent to mention that 
Biden has stressed the worth of reinstating 
United States’ diplomacy and coalitions. For 
this very purpose, Biden administration 
proposed a surge of $6.3 billion for the State 
Department and international programs. 
This increase is more than 11 % high than 
the current levels and nearly 50 percent 
more than the previous budget suggested 
by Donald Trump, who repeatedly targeted 
the State Department for cuts. Prioritizing 
the menace of the covid 19, the whole $63.6 
billion request includes $1 billion in foreign 
aid to fight the spread of Covid-19, encour-
age global health security programs and 
intensification of research to identify and 
stop future viral eruptions. Programs sup-
portive for refugees and war victims would 
grow too: The budget requests for $10 bil-
lion in humanitarian assistance for external 
vulnerable people. It would offer $861 mil-
lion in support to Central American nations 
to help address the root causes of migration 
from those countries to America’s south-
ern border. In reply to rising cybersecuri-
ty intimidations and breaches, the budget 
asks for $500 million for the Technology 
Modernization Fund, $110 million for the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency and $750 million to reply to lessons 
learned from the Solar Winds incident. 
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Most importantly, Biden adminis-
tration also seeks money for provision of 
economic and social support to Pakistan 
and for training Pakistani military per-
sonnel. The inclusive defence budget re-
quest of $715 billion specifies a waning of 
about 3pc in actual terms from the pres-
ent year as Afghanistan, Iraq drawdowns 
cut $3.2bn from the US Army expenses. 
Therefore, the budget still requests for 
$3.3bn as operational funding to sustain 
the Afghanistan Security Forces, which 
is a 9.2pc expansion from 2021. On the 
other hand, US State Department’s bud-
get proposals for foreign operations and 
connected programmes also contain re-
quests for Pakistan. The budget propos-
al sent to Congress by the department 
stated “Funding for Pakistan will support 
strengthened democratic governance, 
particularly near the Afghan border in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province; address 
the drivers of violent extremism and sup-
port stability in Afghanistan and expand 
economic growth, including by bilateral 
trade and investment where possible”. 
It further mentioned that the Funds for 
these programmes would come from the 
$324.5 million the department is seeking 
for South and Central Asia. 

The core US security objectives for 
the requested funds across South Asia 
revolves around the idea of supporting 
peace and firmness in the region, cop-
ing  the challenges of climate change, 
supporting the financial recovery from 
Covid-19, and stimulating US coalitions 
and cooperation’s. According to the 
proposal documents, State Department 
informed Congress stating, “Regional 
activities for South Asia will strengthen 
transparent governance and civil soci-
ety participation, promote private sector 
growth, support energy generation, and 
expand trade, including across the Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan border”. 

Therefore, US State Department is 
also seeking $13.8m for its International 
Military Education and Training (IMET) 
programmes in South and Central Asia, 
which  mainly focusing to support US pri-
orities for the region, by concentrating 
on  giving comprehensive professional 
trainings to the defence forces of region-
al associates, highlighting professional 
military training. The Important benefi-
ciaries of this financial support include 
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan and Nepal.  
However, IMET is a small budget pro-
gramme but it will enhance harmoniza-
tion between US Armed Forces and those 
of friendly nations. Previously, Pakistan 
was excluded P from this programme by 
Washington but in January 2020, Trump 
administration restarted the training 

facility once again. The announcement 
added, “To strengthen military to mili-
tary cooperation on shared priorities & 
advance US national security, the Presi-
dent of the United States authorised the 
resumption of IMET for Pakistan. The 
overall security assistance suspension 
for Pakistan remains in effect”. Here it is 
pertinent to mention that in 2018, the 
IMET programme was suspended amid 
an agreement signed between Pakistan 
and Russia to permit Pakistani military 
officers to obtain training from Russian 
military institutions. In the same year, 
most of the security aid, delivery of mil-
itary equipment and security-related 
funds for Pakistan were also suspended 
by US.  However, in July 2019 after Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s first official visit 
to Washington; the US sanctioned $125m 
to deliver Pakistan with technical sup-
port for its fleet of F-16 aircraft.   In cur-
rent announcements, lawmakers and US 
officials have once again displayed inter-
est in stimulating their relations with Pa-
kistan. They are also looking for ground 
and air access to Afghanistan from Paki-
stan after the removal of their troops by 
Sept 11, 2021. 

On this particular point recently, 
PM Imran Khan in an interview categor-
ically said that “There’s no way we’re 
going to allow any bases or any sort of 
action from Pakistani territory into Af-
ghanistan. Absolutely not.” How things 
will move further for this one has to wait 
and see. 

Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin said 
at a budget hearing that the US with-
drawal from Afghanistan was somewhat 

in advance of the given schedule. “I can 
report to you today that the retrograde 
is proceeding on pace, indeed slightly 
ahead of it,” he told the session. However, 
He did not offer additional detail on the 
matter, but the Pentagon issued a state-
ment mentioning that the drawdown was 
“somewhere between 16 to 25pc com-
plete”. They also revealed that the United 
States would remain to have an existence 
in the Central Command area of respon-
sibility, which includes Pakistan. The US 
will also keep on having diplomatic rela-
tions with Afghanistan. Many represen-
tatives in the Biden Administration have 
stressed that Pakistan is important part 
of US foreign policy, particularly in the 
background of attaining the success con-
cerning withdrawal the US troops from 
Afghanistan. 

On 16 May 2021, Pakistani Foreign 
Minister, Shah Mehmood Qureshi, held a 
discussion with US National Security Ad-
visor, Anthony Blinken. During the discus-
sion, foreign minister spoke about the ne-
cessity for a ‘broad-based’ connection with 
the US. He also highlighted that Pakistan 
was profound to emphasis on ‘geo-eco-
nomics’ and encourage better regional col-
laboration. He also added that Army Chief, 
Qamar Javed Bajwa, and Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, both are in favour of closer 
economic integration within the South 
Asia region. The discussion also included 
Afghanistan issue and its regional impli-
cations.  The US State Department, while 
giving comments on the conversation be-
tween representatives from both countries 

stated that during the discussion, signif-
icance of constant co-operation on the 
Afghan peace development, Pakistan’s 
advancement on countering terrorism, 
and the impending to increase trade and 
commercial ties and to advance regional 
connectivity in South Asia were few of 
the important aspects. 

The references to improved rela-
tions within South Asia and better con-
nectivity clearly hinted at conveying 
the point that Pakistan is prepared to 
improve ties with all the neighbouring 
countries including India. It is also be-
cause US influences India to discuss nu-
merous issues with Pakistan. South Asia’s 
geopolitical landscape has observed a 
noteworthy modification over the past 
two decades, though the variations have 
been more distinct in the last one. Hope-
fully, both countries will comprehend the 
significance of a harmonious relations 
to further have some positive outcomes 
while reassuring vigorous economic 
connections and collaboration.
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lue economy is an emerging and 
a well-known idea which rotates 
around defending the world’s 
seas and proficiently utilizing of 

water assets for sustainable development 
and improvement. The notion at its cen-
ter alludes to advance use of sea assets 
for financial development, social consid-
eration, and the protection of occupations 
while simultaneously guaranteeing natural 
sustainability of the seas and seaside re-
gions. It includes numerous activities like 
fisheries, tourism, climate change, renew-
able energy, maritime infrastructure, food 
and energy, waste management, maritime 
transport and so forth. Many countries 
around the globe are gaining benefits by 
utilizing their blue assets. It includes USA, 
Japan, China, Bangladesh, India and so 
forth. Even the neighboring countries of 
Pakistan like India, China and Bangladesh 
have utilized their marine resources opti-
mally and are continuing to do so. Pakistan 
is blessed essentially with natural harbors, 
immense coastline, blue assets, continuous 
ocean exchange and skilled labor and so 
forth. The country is bestowed with both 
land and sea. Indeed the nation has more 
sea region than land accessible for use. Pa-
kistan was utilizing its 1000 km coastline 
and warm water ocean ports for its advan-
tage till 1970s. It was in during that time 
that Pakistan fostered the world’s most 
proficient shipbreaking yard Gadani, set up 
many shipbreaking organizations and was 
effectively funded into aqua culture along 
the coast. But for the past few decades, 
Pakistan has dismissed its responsibilities 
towards this area. As of now Pakistan ex-

periences “ocean visual deficiency” and is 
disregarding this gold mine of the state and 
is costing itself a lot of loss. In Pakistan, the 
administrations have not given satisfactory 
consideration in the advancement of ocean 
economy. The potential is still there yet the 
vision has yet to be.

Under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) project, the Sino-Pak Blue 
Association is required to advance the de-
velopment of the oceanic economy of Paki-
stan. Pakistan is going through the primary 
stages of a blue financial growth and can 
profit a tremendously from the blue econ-
omy. A 1050 km long coastline and the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ) with 290000 
sq. km of ocean zone guarantee Pakistan 
with priceless undiscovered and neglected 
fish stocks, minerals, hydrocarbon assets 
and other marine assets. Pakistan’s ocean-
ic zone has enormous capability of devel-
opment yet needs great approaches and 
long-term funding for sustainable growth. 
The geostrategic placement gives Pakistan 
a significant place in the changing dynam-
ic of the India Ocean and if this capability 
is used to its greatest then Pakistan can 
transform its huge ocean zone into a focal 
point of marine economy in the district.

The sea section of Pakistan is viewed 
as the jugular vein of the economy on the 
grounds that practically 95% of its ex-
change and 100% assets and minerals are 
being imported through the ocean route 
(Port Qasim, Gwadar and Karachi). Paki-
stan’s yearly income from the sea economy 
is simply 450 million dollar but the real 
capability of Pakistan’s ocean economy is 
more than 100 billion dollar. 
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Monetary specialists assume that 
if the blue assets are appropriately used, 
this area can make more than 1,000,000 
occupations in Pakistan. Furthermore, 
the blue economy of Pakistan will im-
prove the livelihoods, ocean ecosystem 
health and will bring enormous job op-
portunities. Pakistan has a tremendous 
potential in the fishery business, the 
value of fares almost $2 billion. The Paki-
stan’s fisheries sector is assuming an im-
perative part in the public pay and public 
food supply which gives almost 1.5 mil-
lion works straightforwardly along 
with subordinate ventures indi-
rectly. Besides, shipbreaking can 
likewise contribute in improv-
ing the economy of the coun-
try. Shipbreaking is alluded 
to as vessels reusing mea-
sure when a boat finishes 
its life tenure. Unstable 
ships are hindering 
the ocean and the cli-
mate in the struggle 
for the idea of sea 
economy. Break-
ing of old boats 
is a necessary 
requirement 
for the ocean 
borne ex-
change to 
proceed for 
the predict-
able period. 
The ship-
b r e a k i n g 
business gives 
a large number 
of occupations 
to destitute and 
jobless individuals 
of the seaside regions. 
Additionally, this indus-
try is a primary source of 
steel creation and iron metals 
to the developing business and frame-
work. This industry satisfies the nation’s 
4,000,000 tones steel necessity and 
can possibly satisfy significantly more. 
Whenever used to its maximum capacity 
the shipbreaking yard of Gadani has the 
ability to create 9.8 million by separat-
ing hundred or more ordinary estimated 
vessel. In the event that the vessels are 
VLC, Pakistani yard has the limit of cre-
ating billions through this industry year-
ly. This industry can possibly make one 
million employment opportunities for 
Pakistan. Presently it accounts 1.6 billion 
rupees in charges. The public authority 
of Pakistan and particularly the admin-
istration of Baluchistan need to expand 
its assistance in supporting this immense 

resource of Pakistan. 
Furthermore, tourism via sea and 

ocean can also uplift the blue economy 
of Pakistan. Normally, the travel industry 
produces around 5% of public GDP, while 
the beach tourism in Pakistan is a great 
deal to discover. In Pakistan, Kund Malir, 
a desert beach which was found in Balu-
c h istan recently received immediate 

recognition by the world because 
of its charming beauty. Such 

tourism has attracted foreign 
sightseers to explore Paki-

stan; celebrities such as Eva 
Zu Beck and numerous 

other overseas travel 
vloggers have visited 

Pakistan and cov-
ered the country 

in a highly brand 
approach man-

ner. This has 
directly and 

indirect ly 
contribut-

ed to the 
t r a v e l 
indus-
try of 
Paki-
stan. 
T h e 

world 
c u r -

r e n t l y 
v i e w s 

Pakistan as 
a protected 

spot. There are in 
excess of 10 seashore 

spots in Pakistan that have been 
found. Pakistan is a country which has 
attractive beaches along its coastline. If 
the spots near the coastline are well con-
structed by the administration then it can 
contribute more than four million dollars 
to the national economy. Moreover, if the 
government constructs restaurants and 
other tourist spots under the sea then 
it will bring national and international 
tourists which will help in boosting the 
economy of the nation without damaging 
the environment. Moreover, the water 
sports can also contribute to a great deal. 

In spite of the fact that Pakistan 
has begun pursuing the blue economy 
yet the idea of reasonable development 
and improvement must be accomplished 

when political leaders would exhibit se-
riousness and a solid will towards this 
area. Pakistan needs to contribute schol-
arly and material assets. Issues like lack 
of frameworks, red-tapism inside the 
framework, regulatory jug necks, terri-
torial instability in Baluchistan, absence 
of coordination among divisions and 
services should be corrected. Widely in-
clusive policies ought to be presented 
and deliberate endeavors, little or huge, 
ought to be made encompassing the blue 
economy.

Pakistan being in its initial phase of 
a blue economy sits with the great poten-
tial to achieve its fullest by using blue as-
sets in an appropriate ways. This is only 
possible if the country speeds up its pro-
cess by coordinating with other sectors. 
The Minister of Maritime Affairs, Syed Ali 
Haider Zaidi said that “the potential, min-
istry conveys in regards to turning Paki-
stan from a debt trapped country to a 
prosperous and debt free nation can only 
be harnessed by giving it the due impor-
tance and authority.”

Though, Pakistan has direct 
access to the ocean but it has 
not made use of the sea and 

its assets to attain full benefits 
because of the absence of 

maritime awareness. Pakistan’s 
economy is lacking behind. 
Thus, it needs to focus on 

the improvement of its blue 
economy to have a sustainable 
economic growth because the 
future of Pakistan is attached 

with the development of its blue 
economy. A widely inclusive 
strategy on sea sector by the 
Government of Pakistan can 

lead the country towards 
prosperity. The Pakistan 
government and relevant 

authorities need to reexamine 
the strategies of the oceanic 

sector of the country and 
highlight the important issues 
and difficulties in the primary 

areas of the sea business of 
Pakistan and should work on 

them. 
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akistan’s oil and gas sector has 
undergone a substantial loss of 
over Rs51 billion following a 
decline in energy demand amid 

the coronavirus pandemic. This number 
also involves revenue losses because of 
petroleum tariff, discount and royalty 
on oil and gas. The upstream industry, 
which includes oil and gas exploration, 
drilling and production, contributed to 
an additional loss of Rs15.5 billion.  

Pakistan and Russia agreed on 
starting a gas pipeline back in 2015.  
As per the signed Inter-Governmental 
Agreement (IGA), Russia had to con-
struct the gas pipeline project on its 
own, with 100 percent sponsoring. Ac-
cording to the mentioned project, Russia 
had to build the pipeline based on the 
build, own, operate and transfer (BOOT) 
model, and had to handover the posses-
sion of the pipeline to Pakistan after 25 
years. Furthermore, as per this mod-
el, Russia had to subsidize 85 per cent 
of the obligatory expenditure on the 
project while Pakistan had to spend 15 

percent of the capital. The project was 
later held up due to a difference over 
fees and US sanctions against Russian 
state conglomerate Rostec. In a major 
development, Pakistan and Russia re-
cently signed the revised Inter-Govern-
mental Agreement (IGA) in Moscow for 
the flagship project of North-South Gas 
Pipeline (NSGPP). Soon after the official 
signing, the pipeline project renamed as 
Pakistan Stream Gas Pipeline (PGSP). 
According to the Pakistani officials, the 
cost of the project has been estimated 
at $2.25 billion. Under the revised IGA, 
Pakistan will be having the major share-
holding with 74 percent stakes in the 
pipeline of 1,122 kilometers from Kara-
chi (Port Qasim) to Kasur (Punjab) and 
Russia will have 26 per cent equity.” It is 
revealed that this construction of 1,100 
kilometer (684 miles) pipeline will be 
starting in July this year. Pakistan will 
have a majority share of 51% to 74% in 
the project, whereas Russia will own the 
rest. Pakistan’s gas supply companies 
Sui Southern Gas and Sui Northern Gas 

Pipelines Ltd, which are in progress of 
obtaining land for the pipeline, will be 
a part of the project, while a Russian 
conglomerate will lead construction. In 
recent years, Pakistan has become one 
of the top-most developing markets for 
the super-chilled fuel. It is because the 
domestic gas production has plateaued, 
compelling Pakistan to import cargoes. 
The country has also auctioned a record 
20 oil and gas blocks to inspire explo-
ration activity.  Five years ago, Pakistan 
imported its first cargo and presently 
the country has two LNG terminals. Two 
terminals are running at capacity to en-
counter ultimate winter demand. Two 
more LNG terminals, Energas and Mit-
subishi’s Tabeer Energy, are estimated 
to start in coming few years. It is perti-
nent to mention that Pakistan already 
has LNG deals for 700 million cubic feet 
a day. The incumbent Government will 
choose if the country desires to have 
another medium-term LNG contract for 
five years after reviewing demand from 
power generators. This was already de-
cided that Pakistan would only import 
cleaner Euro-5 diesel from January this 
year after doing the same for gasoline 
in the same time. Besides imports, Pa-
kistan also has strategies to augment 
150 million cubic feet a day of domestic 
gas output. The relations between Paki-
stan and Russia are growing and the gas 
pipeline project is an evident example of 
this. In April this year, Russian foreign 
minister Sergey Lavrov visited Pakistan 
and met his counterpart Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi as well as other high authori-
ties.  The next month agreement regard-
ing the Gas pipeline was redefined.  Over 
the recent past, expanding partnership 
in economic, trade and energy sectors 
has been the emphasis of the two coun-
tries.

Openings to Enhanced 
Pak-Russia Relataions

Pakistan North- South 
Gas Pipeline:
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. The prospects of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s maiden trip to Pa-
kistan have revitalized after the revamp-
ing of gas pipeline agreement between 
Islamabad and Moscow. The project not 
only has monetary but strategic implica-
tions for Pakistan. Pakistan was in quest 
of broadening ties with Russia as part 
of its determinations to diversify its for-
eign policy options. Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has already extended a formal 
invitation to President Putin. Pakistan is 
very much interested that President Pu-
tin inaugurates the groundbreaking of 
the gas pipeline project, which may start 
later this year or at the start of next year. 
The predicted visit of President Putin 
will be the conclusion of years of strug-
gles by two countries to open an innova-
tive chapter in their relations that were 
spoiled by the Cold War rivalry. Russia 
Pakistan relations have many constants 
and variables. Constants could be ac-
knowledged as geographical factors most 
particularly the presence of India being a 
neighbor. Variables can be defined as Rus-
sian defence and energy surpluses, US 
aggression towards Kremlin, China and 
Pakistani market. The post-Soviet rec-
onciliation between Russia and Pakistan 
started in 2011 after Pak-US associations 
decreased. In policy standardization, Pa-

kistan decided to restore relations with 
Russia by availing the options of Military 
diplomacy as well as focusing on many 
other initiatives. A noticeable modifica-
tion is ongoing in Russia’s geo-strategic 
calculus. It is gesturing to India not to 
believe Moscow’s full loyalty if it contin-
ues to incline towards the United States. 
China-Russia friendship remains another 
reason. Pakistan requires playing very 
vigorously and tolerantly possessing 
adaptable expectations. 

Russia has not only showed interest 
to participate in the gas pipeline project 
but also in electricity and various other 
energy projects. In 2019, Russia had an-
nounced strategies to invest $14 billion 
in the energy sector of Pakistan. Fur-

thermore, both countries are collaborat-
ing on the Afghanistan 
peace process as Mos-
cow aggressively pur-
sues to build closer re-
lations with Islamabad. 
It is also imperative for 
Pakistan to revamp its 
diplomatic priorities. 
Russia is an evolving 
global power of the 
world and being situat-
ed in the region can play 
a more effective role in 
regional peace. While 
Russia and Pakistan 
work together having 
the same opinion can 
bring better outcomes 
by playing an assertive role in geopoli-
tics of the region. The significant conver-
gence on Afghanistan is making way for 
better relations between the two coun-
tries. The growth of productive relations 
between Russia and Pakistan is an im-
perative factor in safeguarding regional 
stability as well as international security. 
Russia recently lifted the ban on import 
of Pakistani rice.  This ban was imposed 
two years ago over changes of quality of 
the rice in Russia and Pakistan. There is 
a market of 2.5 million tonnes of Paki-

stani rice to Russia and Pakistan is ex-
porting rice to 140 countries. Russia has 
primarily given approval to four firms 
to export rice, while more companies 
will be permissible after inspection by 
Russian authorities. The massive energy 
resources of Russia and other Central 
Asian countries are vibrant for their eco-
nomic and political future. On the other 
hand, Pakistan’s desire to mend ties with 
the Kremlin means that Pakistan wishes 
to develop bilateral relations with every 
country and regional power on its own 
merits. The main challenge, however, is 
to put the policy commitment into re-
alism in the form of trade, defence and 
economic collaboration through equal-
ly advantageous projects. For Pakistan 

and Russia, the priority areas remain the 
building of the multi-billion dollar gas 
pipeline project is an evident example of 
changing scenarios in the region. Despite 
the downfall of the USSR three decades 
ago, an occasion of heroic proportions 
that altered the global political, econom-
ic and strategic landscape with the US 
lording it over as the sole superpower of 
the world, Russia remains an important 
regional player with substantial military, 
diplomatic and political influence. Un-
der President Putin, Russia has sensibly 
been projecting its influence and control 
in different regions. This very powerfully 
suggests that the newly agreed project 
might be but the first in a sequences of 
comparable megaprojects all throughout 
the country over the next decade, which 
would bring into line with both coun-
tries’ corresponding balancing strategies 
vis-a-vis one another. Russia can also 
demonstrate India that it has regional re-
placements to that country in the event 
that New Delhi replaces Moscow’s exis-
tence in certain domains with its West-
ern entrants in its place. It is also im-
portant to mention that, Pakistan is not a 
replacement for India, but it is perceived 
by Russia as a complementary compo-
nent of its inclusive South Asian balanc-
ing strategy. Pakistan’s energy corridor is 
something, which has great importance 
not only for Pakistan but also for the 
whole region.  For the same reason since 
1990s, Pakistan has been encouraging 
the construction of transnational oil and 
gas pipelines. To ease the domestic ener-
gy predicament by importing oil and gas 
from the Gulf, Western Asia, and Central 
Asia through pipelines, Pakistan plans to 
build more energy pipelines. The ongo-
ing phase of evolved relations between 
two countries is indeed a good omen not 
only for mutual interest on the both ends 
but also for the whole region. 
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fter the dissolution of USSR, Ta-
jikistan became an independent 
country in 1991. Pakistan was 
one of the first countries to rec-

ognize Tajikistan. Subsequently in 1992, 
formal diplomatic ties between both 
Muslim and brotherly countries were es-
tablished which began a new chapter of 
Pakistan-Tajikistan Relations. Tajikistan, 
a Central Asian state previously part of 
the Soviet Union, has an area of 143,100 
square kilometers with a population of 
about 7.1 million. Tajikistan is surrounded 
by countries like Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan and China. Geographically, 
the 16 kilometers long, Wakhan Corridor 
makes Pakistan and Tajikistan separated. 
The Wakhan Corridor is a narrow belt 
of Afghanistan that borders China and 
makes Pakistan and Tajikistan apart. 

It is also pertinent to mention that 

the presence of the Wakhan corridor is a 
reflection of the 19th century geopolitical 
challenge between the British Raj in India 
and the Russian Empire.  Afghanistan be-
came the buffer between the two powers 
and therefore no previously territory un-
der the British Raj entered Central Asia 
unwaveringly. Relations between Pakistan 
and Tajikistan based on cultural, religious 
and historical links. Contemporary Tajik-
istan and Pakistan were once under the 
regime of Umayyad Caliphate in the 8th 
century. Far along, few parts of Pakistan 
and the whole region of modern Tajiki-
stan fell under the Persian Samanid rule. 
Additionally, the official language of the 
Mughal Empire was Persian, and then In-
dia was significantly inclined by the Arab 
and Persian cultures.

One of the foremost and essential 
components of Pakistan’s foreign policy is 

to mature and uphold heartfelt and pleas-
ant brotherly relations with Muslim coun-
tries. Pakistan and Tajikistan share mutu-
al membership in numerous multilateral 
organizations. As Muslim countries, both 
are members of the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation (OIC. The two countries are 
also members of the Economic Coopera-
tion Organization (ECO), Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO), as well as the 
Heart of Asia-Istanbul process. Such col-
lective groupings between Pakistan and 
Tajikistan permit plentiful opportunities 
for communication to take place between 
the leaders, delegates, and diplomats from 
both sides on the sidelines of several sum-
mits. This is therefore an influential factor 
to the affectionate relations between Paki-
stan and Tajikistan. 

Currently Pak-Tajik relations are 
moderately stable and have immense po-
tential for more expansion. As compared 
with China and Russia, presence of Paki-
stan in Tajikistan is much lesser in scale; 
still, encouraging economic dynamics val-
idates potential prospects for consolidat-
ing trade partnership. To support this no-
tion it is imperative to notice that Pakistan 
is one of the top trade partners of Tajiki-
stan with overall turnover of 56, 3 million 
USD in 2019.  The Geographical factor is 
also very important since Pakistan is close 
to Central Asia and consequently for Ta-
jikistan, the straight and shortest route to 
the sea goes through Pakistan. Therefore, 
the distance from the capital Dushanbe 
to the port of Karachi in Pakistan is 2720 
km, while to the port of Bandar Abbas in 
Iran it is 3400 km. the incumbent govern-
ment in Pakistan is hopeful and trying its 
best to turn Pakistan into a transport hub 
for Central Asian countries. To attain this 
goal, development of the deep-water port 

Pakistan’s ties with Tajikistan
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While many states will get advantage 
from the CPEC, the landlocked Central 

Asian states are expected to attain 
maximum benefit from it: with access 
to warm waters, they could increase 

their economies through trade of nat-
ural resources and foster commercial 
relations with world economies. Paki-
stan and China will also benefit from 
increasing engagement with Central 
Asian states, particularly when they 
will get access to their rich natural 

resources. Enriched regional connec-
tivity will further fortify economic 

integration and collaboration in other 
fields among regional economies for 
their mutual development. However, 
between Central Asia and the CPEC 
lies Afghanistan. Afghanistan offers 

the direct and most cost effective 
route of trade and transport, but its 

internal security dynamics have been 
the utmost blockade to closer trade 

relations in the region.           

of Gwadar is an evident and pragmatic ex-
ample.  Gwadar port is already operation-
al and facilitating Afghanistan’s trade with 
the global markets. Pakistan is prepared 
to extend its support to Tajikistan through 
this seaport. 

In Pakistan, demand for electricity 
mounts during summer and the coun-
try frequently experiences shortage of 
it. The CASA-1000 project comprises of 
a transmission line that will export elec-
tricity from Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan to 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. CASA-1000 has 
a geopolitical prominence for Tajikistan 
as well. It will permit Tajikistan to affirm 
itself in the international arena as a coun-
try with an advanced green energy sector. 
This project will be Tajikistan’s manifest 
as an independent state that can handle 
international initiatives without direction 
of big foreign players. The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor is not only a game 
changer project for Pakistan and China 
but for the whole region as it is a gateway 
to the Indian Ocean, particularly through 
Gwadar Port. 

While talking about the trade re-
lations it is pertinent to mention that, 
an inter-governmental Joint Economic 
Commission (JEC) is alreay operation-
al to fortify political, economic, cultural 
and technical assistance between the two 
countries. The volume of bilateral trade 
still need to be enhanced. Previously the 
target of US$500 million has been set to 
be attained in the next few years. The 
CPEC and Gwadar Port would attach Pa-
kistan to Tajikistan through Gwadar-Pe-
shawar-Kabul-Kunduz-Dushanbe route, 
Khunjrab-Kalasu-Murghab route and Chi-
tral-Eshkhahim-Dushanbe route. These 
routes would reinforce economic inte-
gration and connectivity of Pakistan with 
Tajikistan. 

In January 2015, Pakistan, Afghan-
istan and Tajikistan signed a Trilateral 
Transit Trade Agreement (PATTTTA) to 
mature business opportunities by build-
ing rail and road links. Construction of 
the highways of Kulyab-Khorug-Kul-
ma-Karakoram, the Istiqlal Tunnel, four 
bridges between Tajikistan and Afghani-
stan, rebuilding of Dushanbe-Qurgantepa 
highway and also the building of Dushan-
be–Nurabad–Jirgatal-Saritosh are few of 
the positive steps for the communication 
improvement between the two countries. 
The recognition of these projects would 
aid Tajikistan’s easy access to the ports of 
Pakistan. 

Similarly, Pakistan has already ex-
tended its support to Tajikistan for joining 
a quadrilateral transit trade agreement. 
In short, Tajikistan has become a com-
mon business destination for Pakistani 

entrepreneurs who have capitalized more 
than $14 million in Tajikistan since 2007. 
Around 40 Pakistani 
companies are registered 
in Tajikistan who are con-
tributing their expertise 
in sectors like agriculture 
and textile. During the 
recent visit of Tajik Pres-
ident Emomali Rahmon 
to Pakistan, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan cordially 
welcomed Tajikistan to 
enhance cooperation and 
bilateral ties. According 
to a joint statement un-
leashed after the meet-
ing, Prime Minister Im-
ran informed President Rahmon about 
the Gwadar seaport’s operationalization 
and offered Tajikistan the use of Pakistani 
ports under CPEC project. 

It was observed that augmenting 
economic relations are few of the prior-
ities both countries want to work on in 
future.  Other areas of cooperation were 
also discussed during the visit of Tajik 
President.  President Rahmon anticipat-
ed establishing a joint working group in 
order to resolve transit trade problems 
at earliest. He also requested Afghanistan 
to attend its conference to improve trade 
and commerce, with the aim of including 
the rest of the region. Both head of states 
articulated about the prospect of Afghani-
stan decentralizing into civil conflict after 
the United States’ withdrawal from the 
war-torn nation as such scenario can af-
fect the whole region. 

During the current visit of Tajik Pres-
ident several MOUs singed between both 
countries that includes, academic Cooper-
ation Agreement between Tajik Technical 
University named after academician MS 
Osimi and Indus University of Pakistan, 
agreement on Cooperation between the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
the Republic of Tajikistan and the Quet-
ta Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
agreement on Cooperation between the 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
the Republic of Tajikistan and the Sialkot 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry and the Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
Memorandum of Understanding between 
Agency for State Financial Control and 
Struggle against Corruption of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan and National Accountabil-
ity Bureau of the Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, Agreement between the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan and the Gov-
ernment of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

for Cooperation in the Field of Prevention 
and Liquidation of Emergency Situations, 
Agreement between the Government of 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Tajikistan in 
the field of Art and Culture, Memorandum 
of Understanding between Tajik Institute 
of Languages, Dushanbe Tajikistan and 
National University of Modern Languag-
es of Pakistan, Memorandum of Under-
standing between Technological Univer-
sity of Tajikistan and Comsats University 
Islamabad, Agreement on International 
Road Transport, Cooperation Programme 
between Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Tajikistan and Joint Declaration on Next 
Steps in Building Strategic Partnership for 
Regional Solidarity and Integration. Hope-
fully, the cooperation between the both 
Nations will be more strengthen with the 
passage of time. 
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United States United States 
Priorities Priorities 
in Pak - US in Pak - US 
RelationsRelations

nce we have a look of the past 
we get to know that United 
States was one of the first coun-
tries to establish diplomatic ties 

with Pakistan. Though the association 
between both countries dates back to 
October 20, 1947 but the 9/11 episode 
made Pakistan an imperative stakehold-
er in regional security set up for United 
States. No doubt, one cannot overlook 
the Defence and Economic ties between 
both countries.  During the early years 
soon after the advent of Pakistan being 
a sovereign state, Pakistan was surely 
having the choices of building adherence 
with Soviet Union or United States; how-
ever, Pakistan selected for the latter. It 
is also relevant to mention that with the 
passage of time Pakistan has understood 
the significance of harmonizing relations 
between both Russia and US. Liaquat Ali 
Khan, Pakistan’s first Prime Minister vis-
ited United States to meet President Har-
ry S Truman. During the visit, which was 
the first visit of Pakistan Premier, Presi-
dent Truman requested for construction 
of a base in Pakistan, in order to keep an 
eye on the actions of Soviet Union but 
that authorization was never approved. 
During these early years, many offi-
cials from Pakistan such as Command-
er-in-Chief Ayub Khan, Foreign Minis-
ter Zafrullah Khan, Foreign Secretary 
Ikramullah, Finance Minister Ghulam 
Muhammad, Defence Secretary Sikan-
der Mirza and Special Envoy Mir Laiq 
Ali paid a visit to United States for aug-
menting relations between both nations. 
In 1954, both countries have signed 
the Mutual Defense Assistance Agree-

ment (MDAA). This agreement allowed 
many Pakistani soldiers to visit United 
States for training whereas US also es-
tablished a Military Assistance Advisory 
Group (MAAG) in Pakistan. Relations be-
tween both Nations further heightened 
in 1960’s. United States also supported 
Pakistan, despite the arms embargo. 
Therefore, Pakistan also cemented ways 
for President Richard Nixon of America 
to make his visit to Peoples’ Republic of 
China. In fact, Pakistan had bridged the 
gap between both countries.  When Zu-
lfiqar Ali Bhutto was nominated as the 
President of Pakistan and later when 
he became Prime Minister in 1974, the 
relationship between Pakistan and Unit-
ed states were welcoming enough. Al-
though Bhutto was a socialist but he was 
a close and valued friend of President 
Nixon, which went in Pakistan’s favour. 
Relations between both countries re-
mained warm even during Zia ul Haq’s 
government that were indeed first and 
foremost relations based on military ties 
and advancements. However, by the end 
of General Zia’s administration, US Con-
gress permitted Pressler amendment. 
This amendment barred key military 
and monetary assistance to Pakistan. 

In 1995, PM Benazir Bhutto visit-
ed United States and met President Bill 
Clinton. She necessitated lifting the em-
bargoes on Pakistan and commencing a 
mutual operation to eradicate militancy 
from the region. As a result, to BB’s sug-
gestion, Brown amendment was con-
ceded; however, the sanctions on arms 
were not lifted. In 1998, when Pakistan 
conducted its nuclear test, in reprisal to 

parallel tests conducted by India, invit-
ed the rage of the Clinton administration 
on both the countries. Consequently, US 
imposed sanctions under Glenn Amend-
ment on both India and Pakistan. Glenn 
amendment comprised of suspension of 
aid as well as financial expansion sup-
port, credits and credit assurances by the 
US government, loans given by US banks 
to India and Pakistan, loans from inter-
national financial institutions, such as 
the IMF and World Bank, and exports of 
dual-use nuclear or missile items. How-
ever, in 1998, US lifted the sanctions on 
India and Pakistan for procurement of 
agricultural products from US farmers. 
In the similar year President Clinton ex-
ercised his waiver on lifting restrictions 
on the activities of US banks in Paki-
stan. The 9/11 attacks in US altered the 
worldwide political picture and United 
States started its quest for allies  world-
wide and more utterly in South Asia,  
Southeast  Asia, Central  Asia as well 
as in the Arab world.  Subsequently US 
promised financial support to the coun-
tries in these regions. After 9/11 when 
Pakistan decided to contribute in Global 
War on Terror, the associations between 
US and Pakistan continued to be friendly 
with some difficulties. In the Trump era, 
again the relations between both coun-
tries have seen their ups and downs. 
The Trump administration has booked 
a dissimilar tack to influence Pakistan. 
Rather than using direct assistance as an 
instrument to drive Pakistan’s actions, 
which would have a restricted conse-
quence given Pakistan’s financial con-
nection with China, the Trump admin-
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affect Pakistan’s actions. Most remark-
ably, in February 2018, the administra-
tion stimulated to change Pakistan’s sta-
tus with the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), an international watchdog that 
screens terrorist financing. In June 2018, 
Pakistan was positioned on the FATF in-
creased monitoring “grey list”. The label 
hinders financial investment into the 
country that causes a financial harm. 

There seemed a hope to reset bi-
lateral relationship between both coun-
tries officially in July 2019, during Imran 
Khan’s visit to Washington. It was the 
first meeting between both. They have 
subsequently established a personal 
connection, meeting again on the side-
lines of the U.N. General Assembly in the 
fall of 2019 and at the World Economic 
Forum in early 2020. During their first 
meeting at White House, Trump offered 
to arbitrate between India and Pakistan 
on Kashmir dispute, which was quite 
alarming for New Delhi. India practically 
instantly replied that Kashmir is a bilat-
eral issue between India and Pakistan. 

Trump further showed consent to con-
solidate trade ties between Pakistan and 
the United States. US is Pakistan’s high-
est export destination, but these trade 
advances have yet to be comprehended. 
Watching beyond individual relation-
ships, US Defence Secretary Lloyd Smith 
has previously mentioned to the necessi-
ty for affable relations with Pakistan and 
its strategic position within South Asia, 
particularly in the background of Afghan-
istan. Smith also quantified that Pakistan 
has acted against terror groups. In the 
US system of policymaking, the change 
arises when power shifts from one pres-

idency to another. This is the situation in 
precise if there is also a transformation 
in the political party that rules from the 
White House. The same happened on Jan-
uary 20, when Trump vacated the White 
House and Biden entered it. Trump was 
tough unwilling to leave; he was per-
sistent to claim the election was stolen 
from him as he was the clear winner but 
the conspiracies of the Democratic Party 
did it all. Again, under Biden’s adminis-
tration, the crucial factors in the US-Pa-
kistan relationship will be Afghanistan, 
action against terror groups and the re-
lationship between Pakistan and China. 
While personal relationship between 
Imran Khan and Trump was pleasant, 
US assistance under the latter’s admin-
istration reduced noticeably. Islamabad 
is optimistic that Biden and those US 
officials acquainted with Pakistan will 
recuperate financial assistance, since 
Biden was one of the main planners of 
the Kerry-Lugar Bill. While Biden and 
his team may attempt to reinforce ties 
with the Pakistani Government without 
losing prospect of their wider strategic 

goals. Many observers have prediction 
what they think will be US President 
Joe Biden’s expected South Asia policy. 
Given the multifaceted and ever shift-
ing geopolitical architecture in South 
Asia, particularly the Afghanistan peace 
agreement and the fluctuating geo-eco-
nomics as a result of China’s growing 
economic influence there, Biden’s meth-
odology has produced much concentra-
tion. A significant regional challenge in 
South Asia is Pakistan, given its location. 
Biden being an experienced foreign pol-
icy architect through Kerry-Lugar Bill 
soughed to upsurge civilian support to 

Pakistan to reinforce governance and 
capacity building to US$7.5 billion ($9.6 
billion) over a five-year period, between 
2009 and 2014. In October 2009, Presi-
dent Barack Obama signed the Bill into 
law as the Enhanced Partnership with 
Pakistan Act. It is notable to mention 
that one of the explanations for the fur-
ther worsening of ties between Pakistan 
and the US in recent years was the post-
ponement of US military support to Pa-
kistan, worth around US$2 billion ($2.6 
billion). Relations are expected to re-
main fundamentally transactional with 
some convergence of interest between 
the two in the Afghan peace progression. 
Pakistan’s support will be crucial for 
America’s departure from Afghanistan 
in order to end the two-decade-long war 
in the region. With the advent of rapid-
ly changing regional geopolitics includ-
ing Pakistan’s mounting strategic con-
nection with China may also influence 
Biden administration’s policy towards 
Islamabad. Pakistan is still very import-
ant for the US not only for a smooth de-
parture from Afghanistan but also for 
its post-withdrawal security strategies 
in the region.  Seemingly, the US also 
wants a presence in the region as part of 
its determinations to counter the glob-
al terrorist groups making Afghanistan 
the centre of their activities after the re-
moval of foreign forces. It is very evident 
that the US wants to ‘stay in the game’ 
in Afghanistan and comprehends a role 
for Pakistan in this context. In short, the 
US-Pakistan bilateral relationship will 
move along by a multitude of influences. 
Certainly, Pakistan has its own priorities 
and needs to have a broad-based associ-
ation with the US while considering all 
interests of its own. Though doing this 
will not be an easy task for Pakistan. 

Pakistan is still very important 
for the US not only for a smooth 

departure from Afghanistan 
but also for its post-withdrawal 
security strategies in the region.  
Seemingly, the US also wants a 

presence in the region as part of 
its determinations to counter the 

global terrorist groups making 
Afghanistan the centre of their 
activities after the removal of 

foreign forces. It is very evident 
that the US wants to ‘stay in 

the game’ in Afghanistan and 
comprehends a role for Pakistan 

in this context.
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he echoes of recent Saudi Iran 
talks are indeed a good omen. 
Such initiatives are imperative 
for regional peace and coop-
eration. Both countries have 

plenty to talk about. If they move along 
the same way as been said or heard it 
would have a noteworthy impact on the 
Middle East’s utmost tenacious conflicts. 
For almost four years, diplomatic links 
have been sternly curtailed but now af-
ter a long pause both countries have re-
sumed their diplomatic ties or at least 
have given it a chance. According to inter-
national media, senior representatives 
from both sides have been involved in 
discussions at the Iraqi capital, Baghdad. 
It has also been revealed that Iraq is ar-
bitrating between the two countries. Of-
ficially, neither Saudi Arabia nor Iran has 
acknowledged the talks. Lebanese news-
paper Al Akhbar also reported that the 
negotiations, which started in Baghdad, 
would lead to more discussions. In 2016, 

Saudi Arabia cut diplomatic rela-
tions with Iran after attack on Saudi em-
bassy in Tehran. However, since last year 
both countries are gesturing that they 
might be prepared to reinstate the re-
lationship. The two countries have ade-
quate reasons to be more responsive and 
it is not merely about the change of lead-
ership in the US White House that has 
understood Washington’s priorities in 
the Middle East modification. Both Saudi 
Arabia and Iran are under massive finan-
cial constraints. For example, low global 
oil prices have created chaos concerning 
the debt of Saudi government. By the 
end of 2020, Saudi Arabia’s national debt 
amounted to around 33% of its gross na-
tional product. Iran is even in more diffi-
cult situation. After years of US sanctions 
against it, the country has been facing a 

hard time. The COVID-19 pandemic has 
further worsened the situation. In 2020, 
national debt of Iran amounted to over 
40% of the country’s gross domestic 
product. This troubled economic situ-
ation has impacted many Iranians and 
this too is putting a huge burden on the 
government in Tehran. There are many 
geo-political issues between both coun-
tries, which has heightened the rift be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

To comprehend why both these 
countries are rivals there is a need to 
revisit past events. In 2011, Iran and 
Saudi Arabia responded inversely to the 
anti-government revolution in Syria, 
throughout the period identified as the 
Arab Spring. For years, Saudi Arabia has 
had a challenging relationship with Syria. 
Its leadership was opposed to the secu-
lar path taken by the country’s preceding 
ruler, Hafez al-Assad, and then by his son, 

Bashar al-Assad. In 2003, the Syrians had 
also opposed the assault of Iraq by the 
United States. The Americans are also 
considered Saudi allies. For so many rea-
sons including the mentioned ones, the 
Saudis started supporting the Syrian reb-
els financially and morally. Meanwhile 
for Iran, Syria is an imperative part of its 
area of influence with mutual beliefs.  

Moreover, even though Iran also 
emphasizes a secular Syria, the country’s 
current ruler, Bashar al-Assad also has 
the same religious beliefs as of Iran. All 
these reasons along with many others 
provided Iran a ground to support the 
Syrian government against its revolu-
tionaries up until now. Given that the As-
sad regime currently has the upper hand 
in the country’s civil war, this means Iran 
has adequate opportunity to effect what 
materializes there.

Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, 

Saudi Iran Saudi Iran 
TalksTalks

Hopes are 
Alive
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selves in proxy wa in Yemen. Yemen is 
another country where Iran is trying to 
surge its influence. In Yemen, Houthis are 
presently controlling most of the north of 
the country. Saudi Arabia is of the opin-
ion that the Houthis have been immense-
ly supported by Iran. Saudi Arabia is sup-
porting the internationally recognized 
government in Yemen. The Yemen con-
flict started in 2014, and since 2015, Sau-
di Arabia along with its alliance entailing 
mostly Sunni Muslim-led states has been 
fighting against Houthis while conduct-
ing Air attacks on Houthi-held areas.

The Saudi-led alliance bears consid-
erable responsibility for the state of Ye-
men. According to the United Nations, 80 
% population of the country that is more 
than 24 million people are now reliant on 
humanitarian aid.  At the end of March this 
year, Saudi Arabia proposed a peace plan 
for Yemen that could be the foundation of 
a road map out of the conflict. Some are 
of the view that Saudis are in quest of ex-
tracting themselves from the destructive 
conflict.

Meanwhile, the support 
for Houthis by Iran remains the 
same. In April 2021, US special 
envoy on Yemen, Tim Lenderk-
ing, revealed that he had seen no 
indication that Iran is trying to 
end the conflict by presenting any 
strategy. The authenticity of this 
claim will further be clear once 
the dialogue between KSA and 
Iran tends to move forward. Iran 
has always come forward with 
the statement that the country’s 
nuclear program has no military 
implication yet it alarmed Iran’s 
opponents. Saudi Arabia along 
with other Gulf Arab states have 
concern over this matter. Iran 
has never succeeded to persuade 
anybody that, the country is not 
working on some nuclear pro-
gram.  Saudi Arabia has said it reserves 
the right to pursue its own atomic weap-
ons if Iran continues with its efforts to 
work on the said program. In November 
last year, Adel al-Jubeir, a senior Saudi 
foreign affairs official told Germany’s 
Deutsche Presse-Agentur news agency 
that it is “definitely an option.” In the 
first week of April 2021, Iran publicized 
that it had started enriching its uranium 
supply to 60% purity. This is the high-
est percentage it has managed as yet, 
although it has been noted that it’s not 
close to the 90% enrichment needed to 
build a nuclear weapon. There is also a 
chance that renegotiation of the Iranian 
nuclear deal started but later in 2018, 

former US President Donald Trump 
had withdrawn. There is also difference 
of opinion over Israel. Both countries 
have their own strategy to deal with 
this particular matter. The current Saudi 
Iran talks are said to be started back in 
January this year. These talks are very 
important caused by the possibility of 
U.S. withdrawal from the region. Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
while talking to a Saudi television stated 
that, “We are seeking to have good re-
lations with Iran. We are working with 
our partners in the region to overcome 
our differences with Iran”. Almost two 
to three years back things seemed to be 
very different. The position from both 
sides was different with no possibility 
of any dialogues.  One factor which ap-
pears to be very much evident and sig-
nificant that is growing signs that the 
United States is thoughtful about shift-
ing its emphasis away from the Middle 
East. Washington’s policy change in 
the region has compelled the regional 
powers to rely on their own diplomacy. 

However, still, there is chaos about the 
US military withdrawals from the region 
but still this is a positive sign since the 
regional countries are thinking about 
revamping their diplomatic links while 
managing their differences through di-
alogues and discussions. Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman’s calming com-
ments were most likely a reference of 
starting a new phase of relations in the 
region. This will further reduce tensions 
in Middle East by putting an end to the 
war in Yemen. Iraqi Prime Minister Mus-
tafa al-Kadhimi, emerged as a leader in 
the region who has a clear interest in 
solving Saudi-Iranian tensions, as their 
hostility is a risk for the whole region 

and more particularly for Iraq itself.  
Initially, Saudi officials denied the talks 
with Iran, while Tehran refused to com-
ment, except by saying that it welcomes 
dialogue with Riyadh. As mentioned 
previously there is much to talk about 
between both countries. War in Yemen 
is the most important aspect encom-
passed by the situation in Syria and Leb-
anon. Few international media outlets 
also revealed that the talks done so far 
was accompanied by various countries’ 
top security officials, including a meeting 
between the commander of Iran’s Quds 
Force, Esmail Qaani, and Saudi Intelli-
gence Chief Khalid al-Humaidan. This is 
indeed a positive sign, which can further 
ease things at both ends. Evidently, there 
are numerous aspects that specify the 
potential of these talks which will not 
only change the trajectory of Saudi-Ira-
nian relations but also the wider securi-
ty situation in the region. U.S. President 
Joe Biden has had a skeptical view of 

the United States’ military presence in 
the Middle East, as well America’s rela-
tions with partners in the region. During 
the 2020 presidential campaign, Biden 
promised to pull “the vast majority” of 
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan as well as 
many other initiatives.  

The Iranian-Saudi dialogue is also 
evolving in a prolonged period of diplo-
matic maneuvering throughout the re-
gion and a decreasing emphasis on hard 
power and armed conflict.  Epitome of all, 
the dialogue between Riyadh and Tehran 
that seems to be developing is another 
exceptional example of this pattern of 
consolidation, retrenchment, and strat-
egy. 
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awad Chaudhry is acknowl-
edged for many things. Being 
a senior politician of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf, he is current-

ly serving as Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting. In the last two 
years, he has reshaped his political image 
for independently turning the almost co-
matose Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy of Pakistan into a vivacious hub of 
potential and innovation. Previously, in 
2018 moving from the high-profile Minis-
try of Information and Broadcasting and 
in 2019 taking charge of a ministry that 
was barely ever in news for any revolu-
tionary work, he changed the whole sce-
nario. In Pakistan at governmental level, 
he has made science desirable, which 
was not like this ever before. A ministry 
veiled in dusty files was given a new life. 
It is something to acknowledge that in the 
21st century, progress of a country is al-
most impossible without focusing on the 
four prerequisites of human development 
that includes science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics. 

Apart from his political career, he 
previously worked for Electronic Media 
and hosted a current affairs show. In the 
general elections 2018 held on July 25, 
Chaudhry Fawad was elected Member 
National Assembly from Jhelum (NA-67). 
He also won a Provincial Assembly seat 
(PP-27) from Jhelum, which he later va-
cated in order to hold his seat of National 
Assembly. Being the minister of science 
and technology his achievements are 
worth mentioning.  During his tenure, 
four different task forces were formed 
for agriculture, health, education and al-
ternative energy. On his directions, a Bio-
technological, Herbal Medical Park was 

also built in Jhelum. An agriculture ser-
vice company was also formed for inten-
sive farming.  The formation of the lunar 
calendar was another achievement by the 
ministry. According to Fawad Chaudhry 
the first thing, he has done being Feder-
al Minister of Science and Technology 
was to modify the vision. The dedicated 
research that used to be the obligation of 
this ministry, was assigned to the Higher 
Education Commission during his tenure. 
He categorically made it clear that the job 
of the ministry is to use applied research 
in three main focused areas that includes 
exports, imports replacement, and prog-
ress of human resource. He also specified 
the projects under ministry of science 
and technology with key areas like elec-
tronics, chemicals and precision agricul-
ture. 

In electronics, much was done to 
incorporate modern techniques in agri-
culture and surveillance.  In chemicals 
several researches were done and in-
corporated.  Concerning development 
of human resource, several scholarships 
were introduced. Recognized for his hon-
est comments and noticeable existence 
on social media, Federal Minister for In-
formation Fawad Chaudhry has recently 
crossed four million followers on Twitter. 
He created his official account on Twitter 
back in 2010 and now been followed by 
over 2,600 people. He is often seen with 
his followers on the micro-blogging site 
with the latest updates of political mat-
ters, his party, and the general situation in 
the country. Currently being the Federal 
Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing, he is in quest of a partnership and 
cooperation with other countries in the 
field of Art and culture. 

Fawad Chaudhry belongs to a 
prominent Jat family of Vains 

Clan of district Jhelum. A lawyer 
by profession and a politician by 

passion. His family has strong 
political identifications. The 

family has played a noteworthy 
role in local as well as national 
politics. His grandfather along 

with other family members have 
also served significant positions 
in the government as well as in 
the superior judiciary. Before 

joining PTI, Fawad served 
at various positions. After 

joining the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), being Secretary 

Information of the party he has 
been managing media-related 
matters.  In addition to being 

Federal Minister for Information 
& Broadcasting, he is also 
Secretary Information and 
Central Spokesman for PTI.

An Eminent Public Figure

ChaudhryChaudhry
Fawad Fawad 
Hussain      Hussain      

Recently during a meeting with Egyptian 
envoy, Tarek Dahrough, he suggested a 
mutual venture and collaboration en-
gaging Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan 
in the field of film production. He also 
proposed a virtual meeting between the 
Film Producers Associations of Paki-
stan and Egypt discussing cooperation 
in the field of feature films. If done, this 
will be something worth mentioning in 
the field of cultural exchange programs 
and by virtue of this the ultimate coop-
eration between the stakeholders. As he 
remained part of the media fertility, he 
is the pertinent person to deal with the 
media affairs. His previous achievements 
being Federal Minister for Science and 
Technology are acknowledged at every 
platform and currently his presence in 
Ministry of Information and Broadcast-
ing is an evident example of his media 
management skills
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momali Rahmon is the 3rd 
President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan since November 16, 
1994. In 2015, he was given the 

slogan of Peshvoyi Millat, which signifies 
“Founder of peace and national Unity — 
Leader of the Nation”. Moreover, he was 
additionally given various other lifelong 
advantages which includes veto powers 
over all significant state decisions, the 
autonomy to address the country and 
parliament on all issue he considers es-
sential, and the benefits of attending all 
administrative gatherings and parlia-
ment meetings.

Besides, he won many honors and 
awards such as Honorary Doctorate of 
Leadership by the Limkokwing Universi-
ty of Creative Technology (LUCT), World 
Peace Prize Harvester’s Prize (2000), 
Russia Order of Alexander Nevsky, Ta-
jikistan Hero of Tajikistan, Azerbaijan 
Heydar Aliyev Order, Kuwait Order of 
Mubarak the Great, Kazakhstan Order 
of Parasat, Ukraine Order of Merit of 
Ukraine, Ukraine Order of Prince Yaro-
slav the Wise, Serbia Order of the Repub-
lic of Serbia, Latvia Order of the Three 
Stars, Turkmenistan Order of the Presi-
dent of Turkmenistan.

Rahmon was brought into the world 
as Emomali Sharipovich Rakhmonov to 
Sharif Rahmonov and Mayram Sharifova 
(1910-2004), a laborer family in Dang-
hara, Kulob Oblast (present-day Khatlon 
region). Afterward, Rahmonov changed 
his family name to Rahmon, disposing 
of the Russian-style “- ov” finishing. He 
additionally eliminated the patronymic, 
Sharipovich, from his name. From 1971 
to 1974, Rahmon served in the USSR’s 
Pacific Fleet, during which he was po-
sitioned in the Primorsky Krai. He got a 
degree in economics in 1982 from Tajik 
State National University. He was also 
designated director of sovkhoz in 1987. 

He is hitched to Azizmo Asadulla-

yeva and has nine youngsters: seven little 
girls and two sons. Two of his youngsters, 
Rustam Emomali and Ozoda Rahmon, 
are senior authorities in his government, 
whereas Zarina Rahmon, was selected as 
representative head of Orienbank in Jan-
uary 2017. Rustam is accepted to be set 
up by his dad to succeed him as head of 
Tajikistan.

In 1990, Rahmon was chosen a 
people’s delegate to the Soviet of the 
Tajik SSR. He won the presidential elec-
tions multiple times e.g., the elections of 
1994, 1999, 2006, 2013 and 2020. Fur-
thermore, he expanded and improved his 
forces dependent on the aftereffects of 
the constitutional referendums of 1999 
and 2003. He has been leader of the 

center-left People’s Democratic Party of 
Tajikistan since 1998. Furthermore, in 
1999, he was chosen Vice-President of 
the UNGA for a one-year term in 1999. 
On 22 June 2003, he won a referendum 
that would permit him to run for two 
more continuous seven-year terms after 
his term lapsed in 2006. Rahmon was re-
appointed to a seven-year term in a dis-
putable political election in 2006, with 
about 79% of the vote, as indicated by the 
authority results. On 6 November 2013, 
Again, he was reappointed for the sec-
ond seven-year term in office, with about 
84% of the vote, in general election that 
the Organization for Security and Co-ac-
tivity in Europe said needed “authentic 
decision and significant pluralism” in 
2013. Then, in 2020, he was again reap-
pointed as president for a 5th  term with 
an edge of 90.92%, in the midst of claims 
of misrepresentation. In mid of 2016, 
various changes were made in nation’s 
constitution. One of the principle chang-
es was to increase the limit of presiden-
tial period, viably permitting Rahmon 
to remain in power for a long time as he 
wishes. Others included prohibited reli-
gious ideological groups, hence settling 
the expulsion of the banned Islamic Re-
vival Party from Tajikistan’s legislative 
issues, and decreased the age limit for 
presidential post from 35 to 30, empow-
ering Rahmon’s elder child, Rustam Emo-
mali, to run for president any time after 
2017. 

President Emomali Rahmon
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akistan’s foreign policy challenges 
typically focus on its relations with 
its neighbors – particularly India 
and Afghanistan – and with great-

er powers such as the United States and Chi-
na. However, at the same time, Pakistan’s re-
lations with the Middle East are undergoing 
major transformations with significant im-
plications for its security and economy. The 
way in which Pakistan responds to the deep-
ening regional rivalry between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, the recognition of Israel, cold war 
politics of Middle Eastern states, bloc for-
mations within the Greater Middle East, the 
resurgence of Turkey, the wider fundamen-
tal transformation of the geopolitics of the 
Muslim world, the possible disengagement 
of the US from the region, the probability of 
a nuclear arms race in the Middle East, and 
India’s look ‘West Policy’ will all have a ma-
jor impact on the stability and orientation of 
Pakistan’s Middle East policy.   

From a security perspective, Pakistan’s 
Middle East policy has largely focused on 
limiting the domestic fallout of sectarian 
tensions stemming from the Saudi Ara-
bia-Iran rivalry. Pakistan in the 1990s be-
came the frontline in a proxy sectarian war 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. Owing to 
this history, Pakistan remains wary of being 
drawn into power struggles along sectarian 
lines as they are currently playing out in the 
Middle East. The political and economic re-
surgence of Iran following the implementa-
tion of the nuclear deal in 2016, and Iran’s 
willingness to engage in proxy warfare in 
conflicts in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, and Yemen 
over the past few years, have made Islam-
abad particularly wary of such an outcome.  

Pakistan’s Middle East policy in recent 
years can thus be perceived as a balancing act 
between Saudi Arabia and Iran: it maintains 
an ideological affinity, a deep military and 
economic relationship, and strong leadership 
ties with the Kingdom while also forging eco-
nomic and counterterrorism links with Iran. 
However, over time this balancing act for Pa-
kistan has become more precarious.

Pakistan’s navigation of Middle Eastern 
politics has been quite difficult; this due to 
the four different diplomatic roles- balancer, 
mediator, facilitator, and spectator that Paki-
stan aspires to play. These approaches have 
been used alternatively and in combination. 
Furthermore, Pakistan’s foreign policy estab-
lishment has shown remarkable skill as the 
country has avoided picking sides in Mid-
dle Eastern conflicts for the most part; this 
is excluding the Palestinian crisis caused by 
Israel. Pakistan has demonstrated its ability 
to adapt its strategies and shift its dependen-
cies; this is in contrast to India where there 
has been little evidence and opportunities for 
flexibility in Pakistan’s approach through the 
years. 

Pakistan’s policies in the Middle East 
serve two principal goals; the first being their 
search for allies in the struggle over Kashmir 
and their hopes to find counterweights for 
India’s hegemony. But Pakistan’s ability to 
enlist help against India has been disappoint-
ing. The second goal is the country’s aiming at 
gaining commitments of financial assistance 
for its economy. It is noted that this goal has 
been met with better returns than the last 
one. These returns come in the form of timely 
loans, loan extensions, loan forgiveness, and 
most importantly, remittances. 

COPAIR TEAM
Evolving Geo-Politics of the Middle East: 

Implications for Pakistan
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The success of Pakistan’s approach 
in the Middle East has depended on the 
country’s attraction to the other Muslim 
nations; this is since Pakistan offers the 
region skilled and unskilled workers, and 
available large gendarmerie, and invest-
ment opportunities for the gulf coun-
tries. Despite its assets, Pakistan is limit-
ed in its use of its diplomatic tools due to 
a lack of leverage that accrues from great 
wealth or natural resources. Although 
these can be somewhat compensated 
for by its geo-strategic location and its 
large market potential, Pakistan acquires 
leverage provided by its alliances with 
outside powers.

Pakistan’s diplomatic activities in 
the Middle East are predominately fo-
cused on the Gulf countries, specifically 
Saudi Arabia. Although appraisal sug-
gests that of all four at work, as a bal-
ancer, in the kingdom’s rivalry with Iran, 
Pakistan being most engaged and subject 
of most interest. Even while Pakistan 
has always prioritized its diplomatic and 
military relationship with Saudi Arabia, 
it has been careful not to upset the mili-
tary balance between the two countries. 
No small part of its ability to succeed as a 
balancer has been that neither the Saudis 
nor the Iranians have demanded an ex-
clusivity with Pakistan. 

Six years ago when Saudi Arabia 
requested Pakistan to join the military 
alliance designed in effect to check Iran, 
it caused an incredible amount of angst 
in Pakistan; and asking the country to 
provide troops for the Saudis for the Ye-
meni adventure, Pakistan would 
find itself in trouble with Iran. 
After refusing the Saudis, Paki-
stan tried conciliating with them 
by assuming the facilitating role 
of strengthening its contribution 
of the kingdom’s defenses ex-
plained usually as protecting the 
kingdom’s territorial integrity. 

Middle Eastern politics has 
taken quite a shift in this second 
decade of the 21st century and 
coupled with the Arab spring 
protest that we have seen a major 
transformation in the state ide-
ology and structures in multiple 
states of the Middle East. So, it’s 
not only a specific thing we have 
seen Turkey becoming more and 
more strategically invested with-
in the broader middle east espe-
cially Lebanon but also in the Per-
sian gulf specifically during the 
Qatar blockade by its neighbors. 

However, Pakistan cannot 
afford any destabilization due to 
several fault lines. Therefore, a 

holistic approach and inclusive policies 
out of zero-sum prism will guarantee Pa-
kistan’s national security. The Middle East 
region is witnessing a major transforma-
tion as geo-political and geo-economic 
forces collide and give new and emerging 
shape to an evolving order. That Pakistan 
must focus along with being a facilitator 
to the geo-economic trends of the region 
so that Pakistan formulates its foreign 
policy based on its National Interest. 

Pakistan must concentrate upon 
its internal, economic, and human secu-
rity as Pakistan is losing space on trade 
and investments given that the unskilled 
labor force returns to the homeland.  A 
focused effort must be initiated towards 
the traditional defense sector arrange-
ment with Middle East countries on de-
fense exchange and training programs in 
light of the vital role of emerging technol-
ogies.

BRI and agriculture base of Paki-
stan must be equally concentrated upon 
to tap the enormous food export base of 
Pakistan to the GCC countries. The ag-
riculture sector base for export-driven 
policies must accompany Pakistan gov-
ernment subsidies. This must include the 
very rich and important mineral base de-
posits found in Pakistan. Pakistan’s for-
eign and national economic policy needs 
a revisit to accompany domestic stabili-
ty to attract Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI).

CPEC is a most important geo-eco-
nomic project to make use of Pakistan’s 
relations with the wider Middle East 

countries as the advantageous and nat-
ural geography of Pakistan serves to be 
a pivot and cross-road of East and West. 
Pakistan’s traditional neutrality policy 
must be accompanied by innovative ap-
proaches to foreign policy formulations 
corresponding to a domestic order of 
self-reliance to meet the challenges of a 
Middle East region under constant flux

The crisis in the Middle East can 
cause sectarianism in Pakistan, as the in-
fluence of Saudi Arabia and Iran in Paki-
stan cannot be ignored. Behind this sec-
tarianism, the Saudi-Iranian proxy war 
can’t be neglected as the Tehran-Riyadh 
tensions present difficult policy options 
for government Pakistan. Instability in 
the Saudi-Iran relations in the Middle 
East further fuels the sectarian division 
in Pakistan. If Pakistan had joined the 
war against Yemen, there was a good 
possibility that this could have fanned 
sectarianism in the region.

Geo-political realities of recent the 
Middle East regional instability dictate 
that Pakistan continuously walks a tight 
rope in attempts to strike a balance in its 
relations with the two opposing camps 
in the region.  Removing interprovincial 
disharmony and strengthening Paki-
stan’s state institutions must remain a 
priority agenda for bringing lasting sta-
bility in the country- again within the 
context of external powers interfering in 
the conduct of a balanced Pakistan for-
eign policy.
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Random Clicks

he Center of Pakistan and In-
ternational Relations (COPAIR), 
Islamabad organized a virtu-
al conference title “Evolving 

Geo-Politics of the Middle East: Implica-
tions for Pakistan.” The panellist of the 
webinar included professional experts 
and scholars on the pertinent topic.

Raja Faisal– Senior Journalist, and 
Advisor on Indo-Pak & SAARC at COPAIR 
moderated the virtual session. Khalid La-
tif – Program Director Middle East, CO-
PAIR in his opening remarks stated that 
the Middle East, for decades, has been 
one of the primary sources of economic 
revenue for Pakistan. However, in the last 
few years, geostrategic compulsions have 
necessitated Pakistan to adopt a balanc-
ing act to safeguard its core national in-
terests.

Lieutenant General Naeem Khalid 
Lodhi (R) – Former Defence Secretary of 
Pakistan gave an extensive insight on the 
“US Afghanistan Exit and Implications for 
Pakistan.” He was of the view that all the 
stakeholders and actors must warrant 
rhetoric of Afghanistan-led- and Afghan-
istan-owned of 
peace to reality. 
Afghans should 
remain indepen-
dent in deciding 
the power-shar-
ing in the after-
maths of the US 
withdrawal.

Marvin G. 
Weinbaum – Di-
rector for Af-
ghanistan and 
Pakistan Stud-
ies, the Middle 
East Institute, 
brief on the top-
ic- “Pakistan: 
Navigating the 
Shoals of Middle 
East Politics.” He 
gave an inclu-
sive overview 
of Pakistan’s 
prospects of dip-

lomatic engagement in the Middle East 
region. Furthermore, he urged that Pa-
kistan should focus to utilize opportune 
time for setting the bilateral relations on 
firmer ground, one not based as so often 
in the past on unrealistic expectations.

Arif Rafiq – President, Vizier Con-
sulting, LLC spoke on Pakistan-Saudi Re-
lations in the Era of Mohammed bin Sal-
man (MbS). He presented an extensive 
review of bilateral ties between the two 
states. The military and development 
partnership between two states will per-
sist in the foreseeable future. The deci-
sion-makers must adopt stringent poli-
cies to create a pathway for FDI coming 
from KSA, and it will further diversify ties 
from strategic to economic partnership.

Umer Karim Visiting Fellow, Royal 
United Services Institute (RUSI) Lon-
don, discussed the Power-Politics of the 
Middle East and Pakistan. Pakistan must 
revamp its conventional policy appara-
tus in alignment with the fresh develop-
ments, with the changes in regional po-
litical dynamics. For bloc politics of the 
Middle East, he suggested that Pakistan 

must adopt a non-interventionist poli-
cy and should foster ties based on posi-
tive-sum gains.

Brigadier Samson Simon Sharaf (R) 
addressed “The Greater Middle East.” He 
stated that Pakistan’s threat assessment 
needs a historical perspective combined 
with the Project for the New American 
Century (PNAC). Pakistan should opt 
for an indigenous plan to counter the 
Geo-strategy; Pakistan must ensure a 
sustainable economic growth trajectory- 
driven by an agriculture base its durable 
sovereignty.

President COPAIR- Ms. Amna Malik 
in her concluded remarks extended her 
facilitation to all the panellists and par-
ticipants. She pronounced that Pakistan 
cannot afford any destabilization due to 
several fault lines. Therefore, a holistic 
approach and inclusive policies out of ze-
ro-sum prism will guarantee Pakistan’s 
national security. Approximately 250 
people from Pakistan and abroad, includ-
ing representatives of the public and pri-
vate organizations and students attend-
ed the two-hour-long session virtually.

Evolving Geo-Politics of the Middle 
East: Implications for Pakistan

12th June, 2021

COPAIR WEBINAR
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he Center of Pakistan and In-
ternational Relations (COPAIR), 
Islamabad organized a virtual 
conference titled “Realigning 

Pakistan’s Middle East Geo-Political & 
Geo-Economic policy.” The panelist of the 
webinar included professional experts 
and scholars on the pertinent topic.

Raja Faisal- Senior Journalist, and 
Advisor on Indo-Pak & SAARC at COPAIR 
moderated the virtual session. Khalid La-
tif – Program Director Middle East, CO-
PAIR in his opening remarks stated that 
the Middle East, for decades, has been 
one of the primary sources of economic 
revenue for Pakistan. However, in the last 
few years, geostrategic compulsions have 
necessitated Pakistan to adopt a balanc-
ing act to safeguard its core national in-
terests.

Dr. Nazir Hussain – A seasoned 
foreign policy expert, gave an extensive 
insight on Pakistan’s foreign policy to-
wards the Middle East: Challenges and 
way forward. He highlighted key diplo-
matic impediments of Pakistan’s foreign 
policy and urged that Pakistan should 
revamp conventional policies and an eco-
nomic oriented policy would better serve 
our national 
interests con-
cerning to the 
Middle East.

Dr. Qa-
ndil Abbas – 
Assistant Pro-
fessor, School 
of Politics and 
Internation-
al Relations 
Quaid-i-Azam 
U n i v e r s i t y 
I s l a m a b a d , 
e x p r e s s e d 
his views 
on Potential 
prospects for 
P a k i s t a n ’ s 
balancing ties 
with KSA and 
Iran. He ex-
plained the 

three pillars of the foreign policy of Pa-
kistan which were given by the Foreign 
Minister- Peace, connectivity, and devel-
opment partnership. He said that Paki-
stan must focus.

Ambassador, Khalid Mahmood – 
Former Ambassador of Pakistan to Iran, 
Iraq, China, Saudi Arabia, and Mongolia 
gave an inclusive address on Redefining 
Pakistan’s Geo-Political & Geo-econom-
ic Ties with GCC states. He categorically 
emphasized that must not opt the bloc 
politics. Pakistan should focus on build-
ing bilateral ties based on positive sum 
gains with a non-interventionist strate-
gy in the regional disputes of the Middle 
East.

Dr. Amna Mehmood – Professor, 
Dean Faculty of Social Sciences Interna-
tional Islamic University, Aligning Middle 
Policy vis-à-vis Turkey-Pakistan entente. 
He remarked that Pakistan should have a 
clear stance towards the Middle East and 
Pakistan should determine its foreign 
policy based on its national interest. She 
also called for prudent policy formula-
tions for narrative and capacity building 
towards the Middle East.

Mr. Ikram Syed – Middle East Affairs 

Expert briefed on Indo-Israel engage-
ment in the Arab world: constraints and 
policy options for Pakistan. He believes 
that Pakistan has a massive part in this 
equation. The country has a vast poten-
tial in skilled and unskilled workers, 
ready to be part of said opportunities and 
strengthen Pakistan’s economy. Dr. Ikram 
made an interesting point that Pakistan 
had gotten the leftovers of geo-economic 
options until now as the nation has the 
habit of taking a reactive stance instead 
of a proactive one. He voiced that the po-
tential of Pakistan in the international 
economy is massive.

President COPAIR- Ms. Amna Malik 
in her concluded remarks extended her 
facilitation to all the panelists and par-
ticipants. She pronounced that Pakistan 
cannot afford any destabilization due to 
several fault lines. Therefore, a holistic 
approach and inclusive policies out of ze-
ro-sum prism will guarantee Pakistan’s 
national security. 

Approximately 250 people from 
Pakistan and abroad, including represen-
tatives of the public and private organi-
zations and students attended the two-
hour-long session virtually. 

Realigning Pakistan’s Middle East 
Geo-Political & Geo-Economic Policy

16th June, 2021

COPAIR WEBINAR
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Random Clicks

ne-day interactive workshop 
led by Mirza Masood Baig, Head, 
PTV World, held in collabora-
tion with National Media Net-

work for the employees of PTV.
CHRO M. Tahir Mushtaq really 

stressed upon the value of each individu-
al within the organization and highlight-
ed the simple fact that when a person is 
engaged, everything they do is infused 
with purpose, energy, and enthusiasm. 
He also underlined that MD PTV Aam-
er Manzoor has been quite supportive 
of such training workshops and more 

training courses have been planned un-
der public-private local and international 
partnerships. We need to understand the 
value of a highly engaged workforce. The 
importance of employee engagement 
can’t be overstated – employee engage-
ment strategies have been proven to re-
duce staff turnover, improve productivity 
and efficiency. Engaged employees are 
the ones who have a well-established 
work ethic and commitment to the com-
pany’s goals – the whole environment 
contributes to bringing every employee 
on the track to achieving excellence.

Addressing the award ceremony, the 
chairperson of National Media Network, 
Amna Malik extended her felicitations to 
all the participants of the workshop. Fur-
thermore, she remarked that such events 
are vital for skill enhancement and they 
offer employees an opportunity to blend 
perfectly into their upcoming or current 
role. She also called for special initiatives 
to the uplift media sector, aligned with 
exigencies of international standards.

The event concluded with the dis-
tribution of certificates among the par-
ticipants of the workshop.
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Pakistan Calls for Collective Global 
Efforts to Protect Environment 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
urged the rich countries to provide funds 
to developing countries like Pakistan to 
fight global warming and improve the 
ecosystem. He was addressing the main 
ceremony of International Environment 
Day in Islamabad. The Prime Minister 
commended the UN for repeatedly asking 
the developed world to fulfill its responsi-
bility and support those countries which 
are working for the protection of environ-
ment.

Imran Khan said the United Nations 
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration is an 
opportunity for the world to do the course 
correction and work towards meeting the 
carbon emission cut targets. The Prime 
Minister pointed out that Pakistan’s car-
bon emission share is miniscule, yet it 
decided to take initiatives to offset the im-
pact of global warming.

Imran Khan said one billion trees 
were planted in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 
a period of five years from 2013 to 2018. 
He said another one billion trees have 
also been planted in different parts of 
the country under Ten Billion Tree Tsu-
nami project. The Prime Minister urged 
the nation to become part of the mega 
forestation program to make it a success 
story which will have positive impact not 
only on the lives of the people but also the 
country and its economy. He said greater 
responsibility rests with the teachers to 
educate the children about the impor-
tance of plantation.

He said local communities will be in-
volved for the protection of forests. He said 
the back of timber mafia has been broken 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the help of 
forest guards which helped increase the 
forest cover in the province. The Prime 
Minister said Recharge Pakistan is also 
being initiated with the purpose to restore 
wetlands and improve the water table.

FY 2021-22 Budget to further 
Strengthen economy of country: 
PM 

Prime Minister Imran Khan has de-
scribed the federal budget for fiscal year 
2021-22 as development-oriented said it 

was not only aimed at further strengthen-
ing economic stability but also promoting 
the important sectors of economy such as 
agriculture, industry and housing.

Presiding over a meeting of the 
spokespersons of Pakistan Tehrik-e-Insaf 
(PTI), he expressed his satisfaction over 
the fact that Pakistan’s economy was not 
only stable but was also moving towards 
development.

The Prime Minister said that at a 
time of COVID-19, which hit economies 
across the world and created economic 
problems, Pakistan achieved econom-
ic stability due to a successful strategy. 
He said that the present government has 
been fully striving to present the new bud-
get which proved a ray of hope for every 
segment of the society.

After the tragic incident, the prime 
minister took to his twitter handle to ex-
press his feelings. “Saddened to learn of 
the killing of a Muslim Pakistani-origin 
Canadian family in London, Ontario.”He 
said the condemnable act of terrorism re-
vealed the growing Islamophobia in West-
ern countries. “Islamophobia needs to be 
countered holistically by the international 
community,” he remarked.

The prime minister told the inter-
viewer that he had raised the issue with 
his Canadian counterpart Justin Trudeau, 
describing him as a leader who under-
stood the importance of fighting online 
hate and Islamophobia. He urged other 
leaders to make such commitment. “The 
world leaders, whenever they decide 
upon taking action, this will be dealt with,” 
he opined. Imran Khan reiterated that 
there was not enough motivation and that 
some international leaders, or leaders in 
the Western countries, actually did not 
understand this phenomeno

EU’s SEP ushered in new era of solid 
cooperation: FM

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has said that Strategic Engage-
ment Plan (SEP) of European Union had 
ushered in a new era in bilateral ties and 
provided a solid architecture for multi-di-
mensional cooperation.

In a meeting with the European 
Union High Representative/Vice Presi-
dent Josep Borrell on the sidelines of the 

Antalya Diplomacy Forum in Turkey, the 
foreign minister stressed that Pakistan-EU 
relations had further strengthened with 
the implementation of SEP signed in June 
2019, the Foreign Office said. The two 
leaders discussed the entire spectrum of 
Pakistan-EU relations as well as global 
and regional situation, including the Af-
ghan peace process and Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

Emphasizing the importance of bi-
lateral trade, the Foreign Minister high-
lighted that GSP Plus had been a mutu-
ally beneficial undertaking and played 
an important role in the growth of trade 
between the two sides. He reiterated Paki-
stan’s firm commitment towards the GSP 
Plus preferential trade regime and effec-
tive implementation of the twenty-seven 
related international conventions. The 
two leaders also exchanged views on the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Appreciating the EU’s support, the 
Foreign Minister delineated the steps tak-
en by Pakistan to effectively tackle the sit-
uation. The Foreign Minister also briefed 
on Pakistan’s progress towards the com-
prehensive implementation of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF) Action Plan 
and sought the EU’s support in the review 
process.

He urged the EU side to take note of 
the systemic and gross human rights vio-
lations in IIOJK and play its role for resolu-
tion of the dispute in accordance with the 
UNSC resolutions and the aspirations of 
the people of Jammu and Kashmir.

In the regional context, the Foreign 
Minister briefed on Pakistan’s vital con-
tributions to the Afghan peace process 
and stressed that the conflict could only 
be settled through an Afghan-led and Af-
ghan-owned political process.

Pakistan, Germany vow to enhance 
‘defence, security ties at all levels’

Director-General for Security and 
Defence Policy at the German Ministry of 
Defence Dr Detlef Waechter was also pres-
ent on the occasion, a statement issued by 
the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
said on Friday. 

Gen Qamar, who is on an official visit 
to Germany, discussed matters of mutual 
interest, regional security situation, mutu-
al cooperation in defence and security do-
main and bilateral cooperation in various 



     July  2021    Melange  | 57 

fields during the meeting. 
The Pakistan Army would like to 

expand bilateral defence cooperation to 
benefit from German expertise in training 
and technological advancements, the mil-
itary’s media wing quoted Gen Qamar as 
saying.

“It will have a positive impact both 
on the bilateral relationship between two 
countries as well as on regional security,” 

it added. The German military official also 
commended the role of Pakistan for re-
gional peace and security, especially in the 
Afghan peace process.

He also acknowledged the efforts of 
the Pakistan Army in battling the scourge 
of terrorism and bringing peace and sta-
bility to the region. Both sides pledged to 
further expand defence and security co-
operation at all levels, the ISPR added.

Pakistan calls for preference to 
debt swaps for nature and the SDGs

Ambassador Munir Akram deliv-
ered his opening remarks in his capacity 
as President ECOSOC at the High-level 
Dialogue on Desertification, Land Degra-
dation and Drought, United Nations. He 
stated that “It is imperative to hold our 
advanced country partners to their com-
mitment to mobilize the hundred billion 
dollars in climate finance”: Ambassador 
Munir Akram, President of ECOSOC urged 
while speaking at the President of the 
General Assembly’s High-level Dialogue 
on Desertification and Land Degradation 
here today. While expressing his con-
cern, Ambassador Munir Akram said that: 
“Land degradation is undermining the 
wellbeing of some 3.2 billion people, driv-
ing species to extinction and intensifying 
climate change”. “From 2000 to 2015, 
global trends in land cover indicated a net 
loss in natural and semi-natural classes of 
land”: he added. 

“The effects of unsustainable land 
management practices and demographic 
pressure on land degradation and deserti-
fication are also being exacerbated world-
wide due to the effects of climate change”; 
he said. He further expressed that “As a 
consequence, populations’ abilities to 
generate livelihoods are increasingly be-
coming limited, particularly in the dry 

lands” which has “led to increased pover-
ty, malnutrition, migration, political inse-
curity, and conflict”. “These losses resulted 
from direct and indirect factors, including 
deforestation, unsustainable agricultural 
practices, land use change and urbaniza-
tion” he expressed his concern. 

He proposed three key priority ac-
tions: First, “We must ensure that refor-
estation and adaption are incorporated 
into national poverty alleviation pro-
grams of national governments”, Second, 
the full utilization of science and technol-
ogy is important to halt land degradation 
and desertification, Third, finance, is the 
key to the implementation of all plans and 
programs”. “We need a whole spectrum of 
solutions: a resolution of the debt crisis, 
which hampers countries from making 
outlays on nature- based solutions and 
reforestation” he insisted. “We also need 
to give preference to debt swaps for na-
ture and the SDGs”: he added. He urged 
that “we must stop the process of defor-
estation. We must provide alternatives 
for rural populations dependent on wood 
burning through renewable energy proj-
ects and by creation of job opportunities 
in the rural areas”. 

Pak-China-Afghanistan trilateral 
mechanism imperative for regional 
peace: FM

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has said that Pakistan attached 
huge importance to its trilateral mecha-
nism with China and Afghanistan for en-
hancing cooperation and coordination in 
the areas of shared interest.

In his virtual address at the 4th 
China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Trilateral 
Foreign Ministers’ Dialogue, the foreign 
minister said Pakistan had always strived 
to strengthen its relations with China and 
Afghanistan in the bilateral as well as re-
gional context.

The foreign minister said, “We 
strongly believe that peace, prosperity, 
and economic development of our three 
countries are interlinked.” About four 
years ago, he said, three countries had 
conceived this trilateral forum for dis-
cussing collaborative efforts to promote 
peace and stability in Afghanistan and 

the region, enhancing security and count-
er-terrorism cooperation and deepening 
regional connectivity, and shared eco-
nomic development through meaningful 
projects.

The foreign minister said since then, 
Pakistan had successfully moved forward 
this forum through a gradual, phased but 
consistent approach. He said the United 
States and NATO forces had already start-
ed the withdrawal of troops from Afghan-
istan. He said while the withdrawal of 
foreign troops from Afghanistan entailed 
serious security challenges, it also offered 
a unique opportunity for peace and rec-
onciliation in Afghanistan and moving the 
country from a perpetual internal conflict 
to an era of peace and stability.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
geo-economic is a priority of our govern-
ment and we want to make Pakistan hub 
of economic activities. In this regard, CPEC 
project and Gwadar Port will play an im-
portant role.

Netanyahu era end, Israel’s new 
government begins

The first Israeli government in 12 
years not led by Benjamin Netanyahu got 
down to business , with the former prime 
minister shying away from a handover 
ceremony with successor Naftali Bennett. 
The right-wing leader’s record run in of-
fice ended with parliament approving, by 
a razor-thin majority of 60-59, a new ad-
ministration led by Bennett, a nationalist 
whose views mirror Netanyahu’s on many 
issues.

In Tel Aviv, thousands turned out to 
welcome the result, after four inconclu-
sive elections in two years. “I am here cel-
ebrating the end of an era in Israel,” said 
Erez Biezuner in Rabin Square. “We want 
them to succeed and to unite us again,” he 
added, as flag-waving supporters of the 
new government sang and danced around 
him.
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Al-Siq, Petra
The ancient rose-hued city of Petra is Jordan’s most famous tourist 
attraction and one of the world’s most spectacular UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. One of the new Seven Wonders of the World, it was 
once inhabited by the Nabateans, Edomites, and the Romans. Re-
discovered in the 19th century by explorer Jean Louis Burckhardt, 
the 1.2km (0.75mi) Siq is the city’s jaw-dropping ancient main 
entrance which leads from the Dam to the Treasury. 

Dead Sea 
The Dead Sea is the lowest point of dry land on earth at 431m 
(1,414ft) below sea level, making for a fascinating natural wonder 
that no visitor to Jordan should miss. Known for its exceptionally 
salty but soothing waters, the mineral-rich mud has attracted visi-
tors including the famous Egyptian queen, Cleopatra. Tourists can 
still float on their back on the therapeutic waters. 

Wadi Rum 
With its endless golden sands, rugged canyons, and sweeping star-stud-
ded skies, Wadi Rum is an adventurer’s paradise. Ideal for hiking, cam-
el tours, and even overnight stays in desert camps, this mystical land of 
shifting dunes and reddened sandstone has been inhabited since pre-
historic times and is home to nomadic Bedouin tribes.  

Irbid
Irbid has thrived thanks to its hugely prestigious university – the ac-
claimed Yarmouk University – and a whole host of other well-known 
higher education facilities besides. The folk of this bustling northern 
city is proud of their forward-thinking, more off-the-wall reputation. 

Jordan, an Arab country on the east bank of the Jordan River, is defined by ancient monuments, nature reserves, and 
seaside resorts. Plan your vacation to the Middle East and see the best places to visit with our list of the top tourist at-
tractions in Jordan.

The Places You Must Visit
Jordan
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Jerash Ruins
Jordan’s largest and most compelling Roman site, the an-
cient city of Jerash is a must for history buffs. It is now con-
sidered one of the best-preserved sites of Roman architec-
ture outside Italy and visitors can take in its public baths, 
squares, and temples.

Aqaba  
Close enough for day trips to the ancient wonders at Petra 
and the desert landscapes of Wadi Rum, Aqaba also of-
fers action-packed watersports, lively markets, and local 
restaurants serving Jordanian cuisine and fresh seafood. 

Roman Theatre, Amman
Jordan’s very own Colosseum, the mighty Roman Theatre is 
Amman’s most famous archaeological treasure, located in the 
heart of the busy downtown district. The theatre was built in 
the 2nd century CE in the reign of Emperor Antoninus Pius 
and seated 6,000 people over three tiers. Restoration started 
on the ruins of the theatre in 1957 and the site is now open to 
visitors, even hosting sporadic musical performances.

Wadi Mujib 
Wadi Mujib is a spellbinding canyon that towers above the 
Mujib River and stretches along 70 kilometers. The Mujib 
River in Jordan flows into the Dead Sea which is the lowest 
place on earth. A trip to Wadi Mujib is a canyoning adventure 
like no other and it is arguably one of the best ways to enjoy 
Jordan’s Dead Sea. 

Amman 
Amman is a great place to feel the beating pulse of Arabia and get a 
sense of the deep histories and cultural strands that inform Jordan as 
a whole. Head to the warren of streets that weave and wind through 
the hectic center of the capital to see the mosaic of frenetic souks and 
echoing mosque minarets that make up the famous area of Balad. 

Madaba
The old, old city of Madaba can be found clinging to the edge of the famous 
King’s Highway that weaves through the dusty desert hills and the very 
historic heart of Jordan. Dominated by its glorious, gold-gilded mosque 
and collection of spiked minarets, the town also hides some awesome an-
cient mosaics that date from the Umayyad era.
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Cuisine

Thanks to influential cookbook authors like Sami Tamimi and Christiane Dabdoub Nasser 
championing the Palestinian table, its cuisine is having a moment in the sun. Chef Fadi Kattan 
of the acclaimed Fawda restaurant in Bethlehem, explains Palestinian food, ‘comes from what 
the land offers us’. It’s an extremely seasonal cuisine, ‘where a lot of our agriculture defines our 
produce’. 

Knafeh
Knafeh is a pastry Palestinians clamour for. 
Think shredded pastry rolled with a mild 
white cheese, caramelised in a dangerously 
delicious honey syrup. Pistachios are the 
final component. The city of Nablus is 
considered the epicentre of knafeh-making.

Jericho dates
Palestine’s Medjool dates are obscenely plump and sweet, 
particularly around Jericho. Date farmers Nakheel Palestine, 
where the women manage the production side of the 40,000 
palm trees, supply hand-picked sticky gems that are the crème 
de la crème and have won numerous accolades.

Freekeh
Freekeh is a green wheat, charred with a strong 
smoky flavour. If you want to use it like Palestinians, 
traditionally they mix it with herbs and stuff 
courgettes, aubergines and vine leaves with it, a 
process called mahshi. 
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Olive oil
‘Zaytoun is the Arabic word for olives,’ explains Heather 
Masoud, co-founder of Zaytoun, the social enterprise 
responsible for bringing Palestinian produce to the 
international stage. And it’s Zaytoun that is hardwired 
into Palestinian culture. Incomparable olives and olive 
oil come from the cooperative of Canaan, up around 
Burqin where the lush hills of the north host ancient 
olive trees dating 3,000 years. There, the groves are not 
only sustainable – no pesticides are used – but the Rumi 
and Nabali olives are coveted; the lighter and smoother 
nabali oil is the one Palestinians drizzle over hummus.

Musakhan
If you want to cook or eat like a Palestinian, try musakhan. 
It’s a heady combo of olive oil, sumac, caramelised onions and 
perfectly roasted chicken on flatbread. ‘It’s generally regarded 
as our national dish,’ explains Kattan. Although the recipe 
varies from family to family, the chicken tends to be poached 
then roasted separately. Then you fry the onions, remove them 
from the olive oil, dunk the bread in the onion oil and a bit of 
chicken broth, before returning to the oven with the roasted 
chicken and some almonds or pine nuts piled on top.

Taboon
Baked in a special clay taboon oven, this large circular flatbread 
has squidge, chew and crispness and airy pockmarks freckled 
across the top. In the West Bank, it’s eaten minutes-fresh, then 
dunked in hummus. Equally, it can be covered in caramelised 
onions for musakhan, or nibbled as part of most lunches 
drizzled in olive oil with a pinch of za’atar.

Hummus
Hummus is hugely popular in Palestine. The delicious dip 
isn’t sold in pre-made tubs as it is in the UK, instead, it comes 
fresh. Head to Bethlehem market for fresh chickpeas in their 
pods. These are podded, then the skinless peas are left to dry 
before being simmered and blitzed with tahini.

Za’atar and sumac
Wild herbs have been used for millennia on this 
primordial land. Sumac berries are ground at home to 
make ground sumac. Not only is it liberally sprinkled 
into stews, it’s also sublime rubbed into meat. 
Meanwhile, za’atar can be both a herb indigenous to 
the area (origanum syriacum), or a spice blend of dried 
za’atar and sumac, sesame seeds and a pinch of salt.



62 | Melange   July  2021

he 2020 UEFA European Foot-
ball Championship, commonly 
referred to as 2020 UEFA Eu-
ropean Championship, UEFA 

Euro 2020, or simply Euro 2020, is the 
16th UEFA European Championship, the 
quadrennial international men’s football 
championship of Europe organised by 
the Union of European Football Associa-
tions (UEFA). 

The tournament, being held in 11 
cities in 11 UEFA countries, 
was originally scheduled from 
12 June to 12 July 2020, but 
was postponed due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Europe 
and rescheduled for 11 June 
to 11 July 2021. It retains the 
name “UEFA Euro 2020”. Por-
tugal are the defending cham-
pions, having won the 2016 
competition in France, and the 
video assistant referee (VAR) 
system makes its debut at the 
European Championship in 
this tournament. 

UEFA President Michel Platini said 
in 2012 that the tournament was to be 
hosted in several nations as a “roman-
tic” one-off event to celebrate the 60th 
“birthday” of the European Champion-
ship competition. Having the largest ca-
pacity of any of the stadiums entered for 
the competition, Wembley Stadium in 
London is scheduled to host the semi-fi-

nals and final for the second time, having 
done so before at the 1996 tournament 
in the stadium’s former incarnation. The 
Stadio Olimpico in Rome was chosen to 
host the opening game, involving Turkey 
and hosts Italy. Originally to be played 
at 13 venues, two hosts were later re-
moved: Brussels in December 2017 due 
to the abandonment of building the Eu-
rostadium, and Dublin in April 2021 as 
there was no guarantee that spectators 

could attend. Spain also changed their 
host city from Bilbao to Seville to allow 
an audience at matches. 

In early 2020, the COVID-19 pan-
demic in Europe triggered concerns re-
garding its potential impact on players, 
staff, and visitors to the twelve host cit-
ies of the tournament. At the UEFA Con-
gress in early March, UEFA president 
Aleksander Čeferin said the organisation 
was confident that the situation could 
be dealt with, while general secretary 
Theodore Theodoridis stated that UEFA 
was maintaining contact with the World 
Health Organization and national gov-
ernments regarding the coronavirus. The 
impact on football grew later that month, 
as numerous domestic and UEFA compe-
tition matches began taking place behind 
closed doors. By 13 March 2020, upcom-

ing UEFA competition fixtures were post-
poned, while major European leagues 
were suspended, including the Bundesli-
ga, La Liga, Ligue 1, Premier League and 
Serie A. 

UEFA held a videoconference on 17 
March 2020 with representatives of its 
55 member associations, along with a 
FIFPro representative and the boards of 
the European Club Association and Eu-
ropean Leagues, to discuss the response 

to the outbreak for domestic 
and European competitions, 
including Euro 2020. At the 
meeting, UEFA announced 
that the tournament would 
be postponed to the following 
year, proposing that it take 
place from 11 June to 11 July 
2021. The postponement al-
lowed for pressure to be re-
duced on the public services 
in affected countries, while 
also providing space in the 
calendar for domestic Euro-
pean leagues that had been 

suspended to complete their seasons. On 
the following day, the Bureau of the FIFA 
Council approved the date change in the 
FIFA International Match Calendar. As 
a result, the expanded FIFA Club World 
Cup, due to take place in June and July 
2021, was postponed. On 23 April 2020, 
UEFA confirmed that the tournament 
would still be known as UEFA Euro 2020. 

UEFA 
EURO 
2020
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