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The year 2021 has reached its end, 
and you are holding this year’s last 
Issue of the Melange International 
Magazine.  The year 2021 remained 
challenging due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  We can presume that many 
of the current challenges, such as re-
gional insecurity, domestic political 
instability, and unsteady economic 
growth, will be the dominant part of 
the coming year. As we enter the New 
Year, we must be able to foresee these 
challenges and deliberate over their 
respective solutions so that we tackle 
the rising issues head-on.

In the Melange’s December Issue, 
we tried to highlight multiple facets 
of Pakistan’s and Uzbekistan’s rela-
tions along the lines of cultural com-
monalities, in addition to underscor-
ing the fact that strong bilateral ties, 
cultural linkages, and shared history 
are catalyst for the regional economic 
integration and trade routes. More-
over, the emerging South-Central 
Asian connectivity looks significant 
in revitalizing old traditions, cultural 
connections, and religious bindings 
between the regional countries.

The Editor-in-Chief of Melange, 
Ms. Amna Malik, penned the Big Story 
of the December Issue, titled “Char-
ismatic Leadership of His Excellency 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.” Ms. 
Malik examines how H.E. Mirziyoyev 
adopted the policy of connectivity be-
tween Central and South Asian states. 
The article highlights Uzbekistan’s 
dynamic governance model and re-
gional policy for rapprochement with 
the Central Asian Republics (CARs). 
The country’s strengthening political 

dialogue at the highest level has also 
produced myriad practical results, 
in particular, adding a new thrust 
to the regional collaboration in the 
economic, transport, trade, and com-
munication spheres. His Excellency 
President Mirziyoyev’s has initiated 
the Central Asian region’s connectiv-
ity with South Asia as well. Ms. Malik 
further elaborates on the pivotal role 
of Pakistan and Uzbekistan in linking 
the two regions through China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to ex-
plore the untapped trade and invest-
ment potential.  

The Melange International Mag-
azine strives to do its part by publish-
ing extensive analyses with profound 
impact through a diverse readership. 
The Magazine’s content presents a 
diversity of opinion and analysis, in-
cluding stories about emerging re-
gional dynamics, solutions to critical 
regional challenges, and an interna-
tional perspective of contemporary 
political, economic, and socio-cultural 
issues. The December Issue includes 
sections discussing technology, 
health, sports, and world leadership. 
The editors of the Melange Interna-
tional Magazine hope that the latest 
Issue would serve as a unique main-
stay of substantial knowledge on re-
gional politics and economy to bring 
about a positive change in society. 

We hope that you will have a 
pleasant reading experience.

Team of the Melange Internation-
al Magzine wishes you Merry Christ-
mas, Happy Thanksgiving, and Happy 
New Year in advance!

Note:  
All advertisements and articles are published in good faith. The publishers are not 
responsible for any inconvenience or disappointment caused to anyone due to any 

advertisement or article.

Subscription
(Yearly Rs.5000/- (US$ 80)
(Per copy Rs.500/- (US$ 8)

Cheque or draft should be made 
in the name of “Melange” and 
mailed MD Melange
Office # 408, 4th Floor Evacu-
ee Trust Complex, Agha Khan 
Road, F-5/1, Islamabad, Pakistan 
Islamabad
Contact: +92-51-8354964
 Mobile:  +92-300-8581439
Email: melangeisb@gmail.com
contact@melangemagazine.biz
www.melangemagazine.biz
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Amna Malik

Charismatic Leadership: 
 President of Uzbekistan 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev
President Mirziyoyev’s 
government has focused 

on economic reforms, 
promote private 

business, encourage 
foreign investment, 

pursue diversification, 
liberalize currency 
regulations, spur 

technological 
innovation, and 

eliminate corruption 
and the informal 

economy

Author is President, Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-Chief of the ‘Mélange 

International Magazine’ and ‘The Asian Telegraph’

In October 2021, presidential elec-
tions were held in the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. His Excellency Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev won the elections with 

80.1 percent of the total number of vot-
ers. Results reflect the nation’s strong 
support for the course of reforms and 
transformations, the results of which 
are felt in the lives of Uzbek people and 
their confidence in the future. Over the 
past five years, unprecedented large-
scale work has been done under the 
leadership of President Mirziyoyev. 
The spirit of renewal has reached ev-
ery area.  Following the Action Strategy 
for five priority areas of development 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2017-
2021, the most important administra-
tive, legal and economic reforms have 
been implemented. Uzbekistan’s con-
temporary development under Presi-
dent Shavkat can also be viewed statis-
tically. During this period, the country’s 
economy grew by 
24 percent, indus-
try by 34 percent, 
exports increased 
1.5 times, and the 
volume of foreign 
investments three 
times. Moreover, 
the country’s gross 
domestic product 
has reached $60 
billion, and aver-
age monthly wages 
have increased 2.2 
times during Pres-
ident Shavkat Mir-
ziyoyev’s tenure. 

Undoubtedly, under the leadership of 
President Mirziyoyev, Uzbekistan has 
begun its journey towards a prosper-
ous and welfare state.

Political Career
His Excellency Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
started his career at the Tashkent In-
stitute of Engineers of Irrigation and 
Mechanization of Agriculture. He 
worked as a junior research fellow, 
senior lecturer, associate professor, 
and associate professor, eventually 
Vice-Rector for academic affairs. In 
1990, he was elected deputy of the Su-
preme Council of the Republic, and at 
the same time, served as Chairman of 
the Credentials Committee. In 1992, 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev was ap-
pointed Hokim (Governor) of Mirzo 
Ulugbek district of Tashkent. Later from 
1996-2001, he was appointed as Hokim 
of Jizzakh region; from 2001-2003 he 
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ruled as Hokim of Samarkand region 
and made an outstanding contribu-
tion to the socio-economic develop-
ment of the districts as mentioned 
earlier and regions. 

 While working in the executive 
branch, at the same time as deputy 
of the Oliy Majlis of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in 1995-2003, he was 
actively involved in the elaboration 
and adoption of important legisla-
tive acts directed at the political and 
socio-economic development of the 
country and the implementation of 
democratic reforms. Furthermore, 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev was approved as 
the Prime Minister of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in 2003, and three times 
in 2005, 2010 and 2015 was reap-
proved in his post by both houses of 
the Oliy Majlis. This shows people’s 
confidence in President Mirziyoyev 
exceptional leadership qualities and 
his devotion to work positively for 
Uzbekistan. President Shavkat has 
envisioned Uzbekistan to become a 
stable economic and political state 
throughout his political career and 
has operated diligently to fulfill this 
dream.

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev: 
A Charismatic Statesman
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev en-
visions Uzbekistan as the center of 
Central Asia. With the rapid econom-
ic pace Uzbekistan is going through, 
coupled with the rapid economic 

pace and its political and region-
al influence, Uzbekistan is ready to 
become a regional power in Central 
Asia. Through President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev active diplomacy and 
creative leadership skills, Uzbeki-
stan has also achieved greater 
regional connectivity. A definite 
upsurge is visible in trade and com-
merce through President Mirziyoyev 
groundbreaking initiatives. Similarly, 
extensive opportunities have been 
created to develop regions and ex-
pand industry and services. Hun-
dreds of enterprises and factories 
and thousands of new jobs have ap-
peared. Great innovative work has 
also been done. Practical effective-
ness and human interests are at the 
forefront of reforms. Social-oriented 
programs have been implemented. 
Much attention was paid to science, 
education, healthcare, culture and 
art, media, and sports. On the eve-
ning of the elections, the “New Uz-
bekistan” Strategy has been devel-
oped to bring the development of the 
country and the life of Uzbek people 
to a new level. The objectives and 
content of the program were widely 
communicated to voters during the 
campaign meetings, and citizens be-
lieved in the success of the strategy.

Since Shavkat Mirziyoyev took 
charge of the country as President, 
Uzbekistan’s foreign policy and dip-
lomatic engagements are in great 
flux. In his first year as the coun-

try’s new President, Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev was a man in 
motion, visiting more than 
a dozen countries and over-
seeing significant new policy 
initiatives. These included 
strengthening foreign eco-
nomic cooperation, casing 
travel restrictions, and mak-
ing Central Asian solidarity 
a core foreign policy goal. At 
the same time, under Pres-
ident Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
Uzbekistan has remained 
committed to the principles 
of non-intervention in the 
internal affairs of foreign 
countries; non-membership 
in foreign military alliances; 
non-deployment of Uzbek 
troops in foreign countries; 
and non-acceptance of for-

eign military bases on Uzbeki-
stan’s territory. In pursuit of imple-
menting the development strategy in 
Uzbekistan, President Mirziyoyev’s 
government has taken positive steps 
to ensure Uzbekistan in the ranks of 
developed democratic states. Presi-
dent Mirziyoyev envisions stability 
and good neighborliness belt around 
Uzbekistan; strengthening the inter-
national reputation of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan, making available to 
the international community of the 
objective information on the ongoing 
reforms in the country and most im-
portantly improving the legal frame-
work of the foreign policy and foreign 
economic activities of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, as well as the legal basis 
for international cooperation along 
with resolving issues of delimitation 
and demarcation of the state bound-
ary of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

 Apart from the wide stretch of 
foreign policy avenues, the new gov-
ernment of President Mirziyoyev has 
focused on economic reforms. These 
reforms aim to curtail central plan-
ning, promote private business, en-
courage foreign investment, pursue 
diversification, liberalize currency 
regulations, spur technological inno-
vation, and eliminate corruption and 
the informal economy. Internation-
ally, the Mirziyoyev administration 
has promoted two-way trade, invest-
ment, and deepen engagement with
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 international economic insti-
tutions; pursued balanced securi-
ty measures with other countries; 
and sought opportunities within the 
framework of China’s “One Belt One 
Road initiative by leveraging Uzbeki-
stan’s potential as a transportation 
corridor. Furthermore, recent mil-
itary reforms also aim to enhance 
national defenses against regional 
terrorist threats. In January 2017, 
President Mirziyoyev announced a 
military modernization program that 
increased Uzbekistan’s maintenance 
and repair capabilities, restructuring 
legislative oversight, reorganizing 
regional commands, and updating 
educational doctrines. The Uzbek 
military is downsizing, upgrading its 
equipment, and reinforcing border 
security and counterterrorism capa-
bilities.

Additionally, under Mirziyo-
yev, Uzbekistan is developing mil-
itary-technical cooperation with 
several countries, including Rus-
sia, Kazakhstan, and Turkey. Since 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev came into pow-
er, Uzbekistan has been proactively 
transforming to regional and glob-
al peace. Under the New 
Uzbekistan reforms, His 
Excellency Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev has liberalized the 
foreign currency market to 
attract investments. There 
have been considerable 
improvements in the me-
dia landscape. The reform 
process is fully underway, 
seeking to modernize and 
liberalize the economy 
and society. Moreover, to 
strengthen openness and 

transparency, the visionary leader-
ship of Uzbekistan is ambitious to 
implement the constitutional rules 
on freedom of speech, spreading in-
formation, and regional integration.

Many analysts have shared their 
opinion with regard to the vision-
ary leadership qualities of President 
Mirziyoyev. The analysts, believe that 
Uzbekistan is entering a new stage 
of development, where representa-
tives of different nationalities, ethnic 
groups, religions, and confessions 
live together in a family of friend-
ship, solidarity, and mutual respect. 
At the initiative of President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, large-scale reforms are 
being implemented in the country, 
reflecting the political and econom-
ic modernization, i.e., the transfor-
mation of Uzbekistan into a modern 
state. Under President Mirziyoyev’s 
leadership, Uzbekistan has sought 
to repair the relationship with its 
neighbors and has dedicated signifi-
cant attention to the peaceful settle-
ment of the situation in Afghanistan. 
His Excellency Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
has displayed finesse and proficien-
cy in prioritizing joint ventures and 

economic reintegration from rees-
tablishing ties with South Asia for 
regional socio-economic connectivi-
ty to supporting rehabilitation in Af-
ghanistan.

Leadership and Vision
Uzbekistan remained under a con-
stant hazard of being unable to 
achieve socio-economic and so-
cio-political freedom. Despite being 
one of the fundamental links to Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
Uzbekistan has had to strive for re-
gional cooperation to reap the bene-
fits of such enterprises. Such threats 
were exceptionally understood by 
His Excellency Mr. Shavkat Mirziy-
oyev, President of Uzbekistan, who 
has dedicated his political sagacity 
and administrative acumen to ac-
complish his dream of economic suf-
ficiency and regional integration. 

 As head of government, His Ex-
cellency President Shavkat has shown 
tremendous abilities and outstand-
ing leadership in the implementa-
tion of wide-ranging socio-economic 
reforms, the modernization and im-
provement of the country, the reali-
zation of significant and unique proj-
ects, development and protection of 
private property, a radical increase in 
the share of small business and pri-
vate enterprise in the economy and 
consolidation of their legal security. 
In his activities, Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
has attached special significance to 
economic development on the in-
dustrial basis, to the improvement 
of the country’s exporting potential, 
the cardinal transformation of the 
agricultural sector, especially the ex-
tensive advancement of the farming 
enterprise, profound processing of 
agricultural products, provision for 

food security of the nation and 
the guaranteed supply of goods 
to the population at reasonable 
prices. In order to significantly 
uplift the living and working 
conditions of people, President 
Mirziyoyev took effective mea-
sures for large-scale construc-
tion and improvement works 
in all regions of the country, to 
improve the quality of public 
services, integrated develop-
ment of cities and districts, in-
cluding remote rural areas. In 
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his activities, along 
with the socio-eco-
nomic dimension, 
a significant em-
phasis is placed as 
a priority focus on 
the progress of ed-
ucation, science, 
and healthcare fol-
lowing modern 
requirements, on 
the creation of con-
ditions necessary 
for the formation 
of the healthy and 
comprehensively 
advanced younger 
generation, protec-
tion of motherhood 
and childhood.

Much atten-
tion is paid by His 
Excellency to the further enhance-
ment of the credibility of the unique 
institution of self-government, to 
the consistent consolidation of their 
weight in the community through 
broad involvement in the process of 
democratic reforms, as well as the 
preservation and enrichment of na-
tional spiritual values. Likewise, in 
addressing economic and social is-
sues, President Shavkat directly su-
pervised the efforts to build up com-
prehensive mutually advantageous 
cooperation with other countries, in-
ternational organizations, and finan-
cial institutions, as well as important 
agreements that serve the national 
interests and the economic develop-
ment of the country. Over many years 
of fruitful work in government and 
administration, for enormous contri-
bution to the country’s development, 
improvement of the welfare of peo-
ple, Shavkat Mirziyoyev was award-
ed the Order Mehnat Shuhrati (Glory 
of Work) and Fidokorona Khizmat-
lari Uchun (For Selfless Service). 
Indeed, President Shavkat contri-
bution to Uzbekistan and his efforts 
to strengthen Central Asia will be 
remembered for the years to come. 
Under His Excellency Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev, Uzbekistan stands to posit it-
self as a bastion of peace, prosperity, 
cultural connectivity, and a platform 
for the confluence of regional inte-
gration. His vision has positively im-
pacted domestic growth and socio-

political reconstruction. His vision 
for Central-South Asia connectivity is 
one of the most landmark events in 
the Central Asian Road to economic 
liberalization.

Conclusion
President Mirziyoyev 
adopted the policy of 
connectivity between 
Central Asian states. 
Under his dynamic gov-
ernance model, Uzbeki-
stan’s regional policy for 
rapprochement with all 
Central Asian states and 
strengthening political 
dialogue at the highest 
level has produced many 
practical  results, princi-
pally by giving new thrust 
for collaboration in the 
economic, transport, 
trade, and communica-
tion spheres. President 
Mirziyoyev’s foreign poli-
cy based on regional con-

nectivity is not confined to central 
Asia only; moreover, His Excellency 
has initiated regional connectivity 
between South and Central Asia. Ex-
amining the importance of geopolit-
ical and geo-economics pillars, His 
Excellency adopted various conduits 
of cooperation between the two re-
gions. In this regard, both Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan played a vital role 
in connecting the two regions to ex-
plore the untapped trade and invest-
ment potentials. As well as academic, 
intellectual and institutional devel-
opment and promotion of tourism 
is key focus of both states. Consid-
ering the potential of trade between 
Central Asia and South Asia through 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), Pakistan – Afghanistan – 
Uzbekistan trade corridor could be-
come a cornerstone to connectivity 
between the two regions. In order 
to practically initiate the proposed 
ventures, there should be frequent 
visits of trade and business delega-
tions, regular holding of investment 
& business meetings, conferences, 
relaxation in visa formalities, incen-
tives and attractive packages for in-
vestments, relaxation in tariffs and 
taxes in Pakistan and the Central 
Asian States. Start of direct flights, 
increase in educational, cultural, 
and media exchanges are significant 
to develop mutually beneficial rela-
tions, based on the values of mutual 
respect and in shared interests. 

President Mirziyoyev’s 
foreign policy based on 
regional connectivity is 
not confined to central 

Asia only; moreover, His 
Excellency has initiated 

regional connectivity be-
tween South and Central 

Asia. Examining the i
mportance of geopolit-
ical and geo-economics 
pillars, His Excellency 

adopted various conduits 
of cooperation between 
the two regions. In this 
regard, both Pakistan 

and Uzbekistan played a 
vital role in connecting 

the two regions to explore 
the untapped trade and 
investment potentials.
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Asma Khalid
Pakistan and Uzbekistan: 
Cultural and Historical 

Linkages
Pakistan and 

Uzbekistan have 
historic relations 
rooted in cultural 

linkages and 
shared history.  
Strong cultural 
links, religious 

binding, defense 
cooperation, 

and substantial 
economic 

ties forge a 
solid bilateral 
relationship 

between two Asian 
brothers

Asma Khalid is  Research Associate at the 
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)

Pakistan was among the first 
countries to recognize Uzbeki-
stan as an independent state in 
1991. Consequently, in the year 

2021, both culturally rich countries 
celebrated 30 years of diplomatic re-
lations. Pakistan and Uzbekistan’s his-
torically effective connectivity could be 
traced back to Great Mughals’ era, the 
“Baburids Dynasty.” According to the 
historical records, the Baburids dynas-
ty was established by Zahiriddin Mu-
hammad Babur, who came to the sub-
continent from Uzbekistan.  

Architectural monuments, parks, 
memorial complexes, mosques, gar-
dens, forts, and madrasas built during 
the Mughal dynasty are considered a 
critical cultural heritage of Pakistan. 
Moreover, arts, crafts, traditional val-
ues, and religious linkages highlight 
that both states have shared values 
and cultural similarities during Mughal 
rule. Subsequently, the rich cultural 
connectivity of the historic links im-

pacted Pakistan-Uzbekistan relations 
in diverse ways. 

Religious and Cultural Connectivity
Uzbekistan is the country of the world’s 
great thinkers, scholars, and scientists. 
For centuries, the contributions of Uz-
bekistan’s scientists and scholars to the 
development of scientific knowledge 
and culture have been the center of 
world attention. Numbers of religious 
scholars and thinkers from Uzbeki-
stan’s land have made irreplaceable 
contributions to the formation of Is-
lamic civilization. Significantly, the au-
thor of the collections of Hadith of the 
Prophet Muhammad, Imam al-Bukhari 
was born in Bukhara, Uzbekistan. 
Al-Jami al-Sahih, widely regarded as 
the most credible collection of Hadith 
in the Islamic world, is the outcome 
of many years of intense research by 
Imam Bukhari. Al-Jami al-Sahih is rec-
ognized as one of the significant sourc-
es of Islamic teachings after the Holy 
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Book Quran.
Moreover, the economic, cultur-

al, and scientific development of Is-
lam or the Islamic Renaissance was 
a process of the modernization of 
Muslim civilization. During the de-
velopment process, heavy empha-
sis and contribution were made by 
Uzbekistan’s scholars. For example, 
Al-Khorezmi was the algorithm’s 
creator, Abu Rayhan Beruni a great 
scientist, Al-Fergani the scientist-as-
tronomer, Mirzo Ulugbek a great 
astronomer, and many others other 
scholars have roots in Uzbekistan. 

Sufism in South-Central Asia
Sufism, the esoteric school of Islam 
for self-purification through spiri-
tual instructions, connects the two 
nations. Sufism has remained a vital 
force in the religious bond of Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan. The Naqsh-
bandiya movement was originated 
in Uzbekistan and has been the most 
influential movement of Sufism. Sim-
ilarly, the culture of Sufism, tombs, 
and shrines is significant to under-
stand the religious linkages. This 
Sufi culture of Central Asia strongly 
influences Pakistan’s Sufi traditions 
and culture. As mentioned earlier, 
the founder Bakhauddin Naqshban-
di was born in Bukhara. Therefore, 
thousands of Pakistanis annually 
visit Uzbekistan to perform Ziarah 
of these holy places, including Imam 
al Bukhari memorial complex, Shahi 
Zinda, Seven Peers of Sufism, Imam 
At-Tirmizi, Owais Qarni tomb, and 
many other sanctified shrines.

Moreover, in Pakistan, people 
widely use surnames such as Sa-
markandi, Boukhari, and Tirmizi. 
These people trace their origin or 
roots back from Central Asia. Conse-
quently, the Holy Quran, Collection 
of Hadiths Book, Sufism, and Muslim 
scholars provide strong historical 
foundations for religious connectivi-
ty between Pakistan and Uzbekistan.  

Religious Festivals and Cultural 
Traditions
When it comes to heritage and folk-
lore, Pakistan and Uzbekistan cel-
ebrate multiple common religious 
and cultural events.  Festivals in both 
states highlight religious and histor-
ical traditions of the past. Even to-
day’s festivities are passed on from 
older generations to recent ones.  
The common religious and cultural 
events are following: 

Eid Al-Fitr or Ramazan Hait: 
Eid al-Fitr marks the end of Rama-
dan; it is celebrated during the first 
three days of Shawwal, the 10th 
month of the Islamic calendar. It is 
an occasion for special worships and 
prayers, family gatherings, visits, 
gift-giving, and charity.
Eid Al-Adha or Kurban Hait:
 Eid al-Adha, the second of two great 
Muslim festivals. It is also known 
as the festival of sacrifice. On this 
day, Muslims worldwide offer Eid 
prayers, goat or sheep are sacrificed, 
and it is time for the family, friends, 
food. 

Ashura
Ashura is a holy day for Muslims of 
both countries. It is marked as the 
day of mourning, observed on the 
10th day of Muharram.
Nawruz
Nowruz marks the first day of 
spring, and large celebrations are 
held in both states. 

Language
The Uzbek language came from 
the Turkic branch of the Altaic 
language family. Subsequently, the 
Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-Eu-
ropean language is the origin of 
the Urdu language. Nevertheless, 
Urdu and Uzbek languages have 

close similarities. For example, in 
the Urdu language, approximately 6 
thousand words come from the Uz-
bek language. That is why Pakistanis 
and Uzbeks can understand and 
communicate with one another with 
little effort. Significantly, centers to 
understand the Uzbek language and 
departments to study Urdu languag-
es are running both in Uzbekistan 
and Pakistan.

The higher educational institu-
tions of Uzbekistan provide training, 
retraining, and advanced training for 
students, specialists, and academic 
staff for a roadmap to Urdu learn-
ing success. Such as the Institute 
of Oriental Studies, Tashkent, and 
University of World Economy and 
Diplomacy in Uzbekistan has Urdu 
Departments. Students and faculty of 
both institutes compiled an Urdu dic-
tionary which includes a specialized

 vocabulary and terminologies 
which reflect 4000 words common 
in both languages. The Institute of 
Oriental Studies, Tashkent, and Uni-
versity runs one of the oldest Urdu 
Language departments. Subsequent-
ly, Pakistan television is making a 
drama series on the great Urdu poet 
Mirza Ghalib in partnership with Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan. 
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Architectural Similarities 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan’s architec-
tural patterns have immense resem-
blances and similarities. Samarkand, 
Shakhrisabz, Khiva, Termez, Kokand, 
and Bukhara are Significant Uzbek 
architectural hubs. Furthermore, 
many ancient architectural designs 
also include mausoleums, palaces, 
minarets, and mosques. The key fea-
tures of Uzbekistan’s architecture 
include turquoise-colored domes, 
colorful mosaics, and intricate geo-
metric patterns. Similarly, various 
architectural marvels of Pakistan are 
imported from Uzbekistan. Uzbeki-
stan and Pakistan’s historic build-
ings, madrassas, tombs, shrines, and 
mosques have immense similarities. 
Especially mirror work or naqqashi, 
wood craving, blue tiles, and tile mo-
saic.

Commonalities in Food
With its rich heritage, Pakistan’s cui-
sines have many commonalities with 
Uzbek food. Pakistani cuisines are 
heavily influenced by Central Asia 
and Middle Eastern foods and tastes. 
The variety of foods such as bread, 
curries or soups, and rice depict cul-
tural similarities. 

Wheat-based flatted bread is 

a traditional food in both countries. 
The Uzbek break is called “Naan lepe-
shka,” flat, Palin, and round wheat 
bread baked in a clay oven or tan-
door. Similarly, 
the flat, round 
and baked 
bread in Paki-
stan, known 
as “Chapati or 
Naan,” is a sta-
ple in all Paki-
stani homes.

  L i k e -
wise, Pulao is a 
rice dish that is 
cooked in both 
countries. The 
‘Uzbek Pulao’ 
is a delightful 
c o m b i n a t i o n 
of raisins, dry 
plums, and 
other dry fruits along with chicken 
tikka. Similarly, in Pakistan, Pulao 
is cooked with meat, dry spices, or 
fruits and vegetables. 

The rich lamb and vegetable 
soup, also known as Shurpa (also 
called shourpa, shorwa, sorpa) is a 
well-known dish in Uzbekistan. It is a 
thick soup and ranks among the fore-
most first-course dishes of Uzbek 

cuisine. As 
it is cooked 
with meat 
or fish, it is 
also served 
with tradi-
tional Uz-
bek bread. 
In Pakistan, 
C h o r b a 
commonly 
called as 
shorba in 
P a k i s t a n 
is one of 
the vari-
ous kinds 
of soup or 
stew found 
in nation-
al cuisines 
across Pa-
kistan. In 
P a k i s t a n 
shorba or 
soup is a 

dish of vegetables and meat cooked 
slowly in liquid in a closed container 
or pan. 

Pakistani and Uzbek cuisines 

are a refined blend of similar cooking 
traditions. Therefore, food is another 
key source that highlights the tradi-
tional resemblance and similarities.

Handicrafts and Dresses
Artisanship is viewed as a most sig-
nificant cultural identity of a state. 
The art and crafts of Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan also highlight the close 
cultural similarities. Both states’ 
paintings, Jewelry, textile, furniture, 
ornaments, and pottery industry give 
an impression of historical existence 
and cultural harmony. In Uzbekistan, 
extensive national crafts and arts 
include engraving on copper, wood, 
and plaster-based material; carpet 
making; jeweler’s skills; ceramics; 
ornamental embroidery, inlaid works 
on musical instruments; painting on 
papier-mache; creation of decorative 
boxes for local tobacco; baskets, cra-
dles, chests, and many other types. 
Likewise, Pakistan’s artists make 
traditional crafts materials to cre-
ate various items. Wood and brass 
craving, meal work, pottery, carpets, 
and Ajrak are well-known crafts of 
Pakistan. In both states, common 
techniques and materials are used 
to work on handicrafts, therefore de-
signs and features of paintings, pot-
tery, furniture, cloths have immense 
similarities.

Spot Light
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Policy Recommendations
Cultural harmony, common 
values, and shared history 
can help cultivate bilateral 
ties based on mutual trust, 
understanding, and interest. 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan aim 
to strengthen economic, po-
litical, and cultural roles to 
achieve sustainable develop-
ment and regional stability 
and further advancement of 
bilateral relations. 

Under the five pillars of 
Pakistan’s “Vision of Central 
Asia Policy,” it is significant 
to increase structural en-
gagement to enhance polit-
ical, trade, energy, security, 
investment, and connectivity. 
In this regard, the bilateral; 
policy priorities of Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan may include 
the following policy direc-
tions: 

I. Cultural diplomacy is vital to main-
tain sustainable relations and achieve 
prosperity. Shared values and cul-
ture provide opportunities to both 
states to further enhance multifacet-
ed bilateral cooperation in tourism. 
Tourism will boost people-to-people 
contacts and foster mutual under-
standing through exchanging ideas, 
information, language, and values. 
Cultural diplomacy and tourism 
produce economic growth and en-
able revenue generation. Both states 
should invest in the tourism indus-
try and its development because 
the benefits of tourism can only be 
realized if associated issues are well 
addressed. To boost tourism, Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan should develop 
people-to-people- contacts, social 
programs and training, visa facilities, 
security conditions, and technologi-
cal development. 

II. The formulation of the Paki-
stan-Uzbekistan Business Council 
represents the mutual will of both 
states and their business circles to-
wards further developing trade-eco-
nomical interaction. Since 2018, eco-
nomic relation has depicted favorable 
trends, with a total increase of 170 
percent, and both nations exceeded 
98.4 million US Dollars through bilat-

eral trade. It is significant to consoli-
date the emerging positive trajectory 
in the economic sector; it will further 
strengthen relations and enhance 
broad-based cooperation. 

III. Uzbekistan produces a large num-
ber of raw materials such as silk and 
leather; simultaneously, Pakistan’s 
textile industry is well established. 
Therefore, both states can expand 
their cooperation in the Textile in-
dustry. 

IV. Pakistan and Uzbekistan have 
numerous venues for cooperation. 
Apart from the Uzbekistan-Afghan-
istan-Pakistan roadmap for the Ma-
zar-e-Sharif-Kabul-Peshawar railway 
project and the United State-Afghan-
istan-Uzbekistan-Pakistan Quad 
venues, there is a need to include Uz-
bekistan in CPEC for-
mally. It will eliminate 
the barriers to regional 
connectivity and re-
gional integration.

V. The formation of a 
joint media corridor 
will enable us to un-
derstand each other 
better and come closer 
through exchange pro-
grams, culture and in-

formation.

VI. Both states should 
further strengthen 
cooperation at the 
regional or inter-
national organiza-
tions, especially in 
the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization 
(SCO), to promote 
security and count-
er-terrorism, extrem-
ism, and separatism. 
Additionally, it is sig-
nificant to enhance 
further interaction in 
the United Nations 
(UN), Organization of 
Islamic Council (OIC), 
and Economic Coop-
eration Organization 
(ECO), and other re-
gional organizations 
for the advancement 

of national security goals. 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan’s rela-

tions have begun to witness constant 
development momentum and enjoy 
a profound historical relationship. 
Both states should strengthen mutu-
ally beneficial economic cooperation, 
political mutual trust and enhance 
people-to-people contacts to expand 
the avenues of bilateral cooperation. 
Both states should enhance cooper-
ation to promote peace and stabili-
ty in Afghanistan and its socio-eco-
nomic development at the regional 
level. Pakistan and Uzbekistan need 
to formulate a sustainable, balanced, 
and long-term strategic framework 
to achieve mutual interests in the 
emerging regional landscape of 
world politics. 

Spot Light

Traditional Dresses of Uzbekistan and Pakistan
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Raja Faisal        India 
in the 

Doldrums
India has been 

formulating 
offensive strategies 

to destabilize 
Pakistan but 

failed miserably. 
India was not 

only defeated in 
Afghanistan but 
also remained 
irrelevant in 

Afghan Peace 
Process

Raja Faisal is Executive Editor at the Melange International 
Magazine. He is also the Director of Communications at the 

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR). He 
is currently a host on geopolitics at PTV World. 

Since the U.S. military withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, India is striv-
ing to find its role in emerging 
political landscape. The invita-

tion extended by Indian National Secu-
rity Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval to the re-
gional powers including Pakistan for an 
NSA-level meeting on Afghanistan was 
another failed try to make itself rele-
vant player in the case of Afghanistan. 
Regional powers’ response to India’s 
NSA-level Afghanistan meeting proved 
that the premier spoiler in Afghan 
Peace Process cannot act as a peace-
maker until it fixes the mess it has cre-
ated from the last two decades.

India’s plan to wash its image 
has met with total failure as the 
so-called ‘Delhi Regional Security 
Dialogue on Afghanistan’ brought 
nothing but shame for India. On 
November 10, 
2021, India host-
ed the dialogue 
in which power-
ful regional and 
extra-regional 
actors, Pakistan, 
China, and the 
US, were miss-
ing. Not only 
this, but no rep-
resentative from 
Afghanistan was 
also part of the 
dialogue. India 
does not under-
stand the Afghan 

dynamics and regional dynamics ei-
ther. It does not know how to engage 
with other nations for cooperation 
as it has only adopted a hegemonic 
attitude towards states especially 
neighbors to achieve vested inter-
ests since it came into existence in 
1947. The world has gone through 
major changes in the last seven de-
cades, India needs to change itself 
and fix the mess it has been creating 
otherwise it will continue to face 
humiliation for the years to come.

The troublemaker, India has 
always used the instability of Af-
ghanistan against Pakistan. Before 
the Taliban’s take over, the Indian 
premier agency Research and Anal-
ysis Wing (RAW) was using Indian 
consulates alongside the Pak-Af-
ghan border as centers for launch-
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ing terrorist attacks in Pakistan. 
The Indian state-sponsored ter-
rorism badly impacted Pakistan’s 
socio-economic and security situ-
ation. The state that 
is hell-bent on de-
stroying the peace 
and thinks that in-
stability suits, it 
will never work for 
peace. And such a 
state does not care 
about the ground re-
alities as India did. 
India chose a deadly 
path to accomplish 
its nefarious objec-
tives. India’s use of 
terrorism as a tool 
and miscalculations 
led to its complete 
failure in Afghanistan. 

Indian state-sponsored ter-
rorism has been a serious con-
cern of its neighboring states, 
especially Pakistan. India has ag-
gressively used terrorism as the 
primary tool to destabilize Paki-
stan because Pakistan is consid-
ered a threat to Indian hegemonic 
designs vis-à-vis the South Asian 
Region. It has used instability in 
Afghanistan to spread terrorism 
in Pakistan in the past and still 
doing the same. During the pup-
pet regime of Ashraf Ghani in 
Afghanistan, several consulates 
along the Pak-Afghan border were 
being used as operation centers 
by Indian premier agency RAW 
to achieve their nefarious objec-
tives. Although, after the takeover 
of the Taliban in Kabul, Indian 
sanctuaries of terrorists do not 

enjoy support 
from the newly 

established 
regime in Kabul, 
the instability 
in the country is 
still being used 
by Indian agen-
cies to further 
destabilize Af-
ghanistan, and 
Pakistan as well. 

India has al-
ways played the 
role of spoiler in 
the case of Af-
ghanistan. It does 

not only use instability in Afghan-
istan during the 1970s, 1980s, 
1990s, and 2000s to spread ter-

rorism in Pakistan, it has also 
been trying to sabotage the Af-
ghan Peace Process. This is quite 
understandable that why India is 
always playing havoc in Afghan-
istan as it wants to engage Paki-

stan on two fronts. Therefore, the 
instability in Afghanistan suits 
India’s hegemonic designs, and it 
does not want peace in Afghan-
istan. This is the reason why In-
dia is still backing the terrorists’ 
groups i.e IS-K, BLA, and TTP.

In addition, the Indian behav-
ior in the region can easily be un-
derstood through historical lens-
es. India has dreams of becoming 
a hegemon in the South Asian 
Region since it came into exis-
tence. Therefore, it often shows 
aggression while dealing with 
its neighbors. India knows that it 
cannot change its geography and 
with Pakistan’s presence it can-
not be the hegemon in the region 
as Pakistan always resists Indian 

aggression in the 
region. Therefore, 
it has been for-
mulating several 
strategies to de-
stabilize Pakistan 
but failed misera-
bly. India was not 
only defeated in 
Afghanistan but 
also remained 
irrelevant in Af-
ghan Peace Pro-
cess. Now, when 
India is striving 
hard to find some 
role, then it needs 

to clean the mess first, that it has 
created in the last two decades. 
India must stop sponsoring ter-
rorism in the region and write 
a formal apology to the govern-
ment and people of Pakistan for 
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this madness. Not only that, 

the people of Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) have been facing Indian 
atrocities for over seven decades. 
Indian policies towards the IIOJK 
are threatening the peace of the 
entire region. India must respect 
the rights of the Kashmiri people 
and end the siege of IIOJK. The 
minorities in India are also wit-
nessing extreme violence espe-
cially Muslims and Sikhs. They 
have been largely marginalized in 
India. This is what India is doing 
at home, and in the region. With 
this attitude, it can only be a trou-
blemaker as it is. 

India is using these tactics 
since its inception to occupy the 
territories, suppress the voices of 
minorities within India, and de-
stabilize the region to achieve its 
vested interests. After the rise of 
the ultra-Hindu Nationalist party 
BJP in India, the world has wit-
nessed an exponential rise in In-
dian state-sponsored terrorism 
in Indian illegally occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and also against 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. In ad-
dition to this, the BJP led govern-
ment has unleashed a new  wave 
of oppression against minorities 
especially Muslims and Sikhs. 
Moreover, RSS goons are brutal-
ly killing Muslims and targeting 
mosques across India. Sikhs are 
staging protests against the so-
called reform bill passed by the 
BJP government. This biased and 

brutal attitude of the Indian state 
has given new life to the Khalistan 
movement.

Recently, thousands of Sikhs 
were gathered in London for the 
Khalistan referendum. In IIOJK, 
Kashmiri fighters have also in-
tensified their armed struggle 

against brutal occupation by In-
dian forces. More than ten Indian 
soldiers were killed in just the 
last one month by the Kashmiri 
fighters. In short, it seems that 
the balkanization of India is not 
far, the way the Indian state is op-
erating inside and outside.  

Anyways, as far as India’s 
role in Afghanistan is concerned, 
Indian policymakers need to sit 
and think that where were they 
wrong? They will come to the con-
clusion that they were wrong all 
the way. They were wrong in the 
past and they are repeating the 
same mistakes now. Before they 
seek any role, they need to correct 
their mistakes first. An NSA-level 
meeting between Pakistan and 
India should be arranged to clean 
the mess that India has created in 
the past and is still involved in. In-
dia needs to apologize to Pakistan 
and Afghanistan for playing hav-
oc in the Pak-Afghan region.

Why has India failed in Af-
ghanistan? Why is it striving to 
find a role in Afghanistan but get-
ting ‘big no’? If one tries to find 
the answers, it is quite simple to 
comprehend. Before finding the 
answers to these questions, the 
recent NSA-level meeting by In-
dia can be taken as an example 
to see how Indian policymakers 
and its media play their part to 
project fake Indian victories. In-
dia’s NSA, Ajit Doval, planned an 
NSAs-level meeting in Delhi to 
show the Indian role for Afghan-
istan. They did not invite Afghan 
officials but discussed Afghan-
istan. Pakistan and China, the 
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most relevant regional actors in 
the case of Afghanistan, declined 
Indian invitation. It is also being 
said that India had tried hard to 
bring its strategic ally, the US, in 
the meeting but it did not happen. 
After all this humiliation, Indian 
media played its traditional role 
to celebrate the defeat they faced 
at home. They were excited that, 
at least they were able to bring 
Russia and Iran on board, but this 
board was also crashed soon af-
ter the meeting concluded when 
Russia issued its statement after 
Delhi Declaration. Not only that, 
but the Russian representative 
also issued a statement that mul-
tiple dialogues shouldn’t compli-
cate the situation. Iran partici-
pated in the dialogue as India 
buys 425,000 barrels a day of oil 
from Iran, so Iran had to join the 
meeting, willingly or unwilling-
ly. 

A day after this India’s 
failed try to become relevant in 
the case of Afghanistan, on 11 
November 2021, Pakistan host-
ed a meeting of the extended 
Troika, comprising Pakistan, 
China, Russia, and the United 
States to discuss the latest sit-
uation in Afghanistan. The ex-
tended Troika also met with se-
nior Taliban representatives on 
the sidelines of the meeting. In 
a joint statement, the extended 
Troika agreed to continue prac-

tical engagement with the Taliban 
to encourage the implementation 
of moderate and prudent policies 
that can help achieve a stable and 
prosperous Afghanistan as soon 
as possible. Pakistan succeed-
ed to bring the Afghan officials, 
the regional and extra-regional 
stakeholders on the table as it un-
derstands the value of peaceful 
coexistence. It was Pakistan that 
eliminated terrorism from its soil 
and also played a key role in facil-
itating the Afghan Peace Process. 
While India has no role in Afghan-
istan and cannot have the say in 
Afghanistan’s case as it has been 
playing the role of ‘spoiler’ in Af-
ghanistan.  

When the major regional 
stakeholders are contributing to 
the peace in Afghanistan, India 
should give up on the destructive 
path it has been following. Peace 
is the need of all. If India does not 
understand and does not give up 
on its duplicity, then it will con-
tinue to play its role as a spoiler of 
peace. A spoiler cannot have any 
place in peace-making. India’s say 
about Afghanistan should not be 
given weightage until and unless 
it recognizes the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan. And for In-
dia, rather than jumping to con-
clusions, India must talk about 
the mess it has created. It must 
give up on the path that is endan-
gering the peace of the entire re-
gion. 

In short, India cannot find it-
self in the row of pro-peace states 
of the region until it gives up on 
the destructive path of terrorism 
against Pakistan, and oppression 
against the people of IIOJK. India 
is on the wrong side of history, if 
it does not understand and clean 
the mess it has created, then it 
will continue to face defeat and 
humiliation. India must respect 
the internationally established 
norms and values and settle its 
issues with neighboring states 
especially Pakistan. It is time for 
India to change its policies, other-
wise, soon it will find itself in “hot 
waters” at home and that will be 
the Balkanization of India.

Infocus
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Politics of FATF: 
Way Forward for 

PakistanThe FATF decision to 
keep Pakistan in grey-
list is discriminative; 
for instance, the non-
compliance ratio of 

France – home to FATF 
headquarters – is 25%, 
but the watchdog has 

turned a blind eye. 
Pakistan has long been 

observing that the 
watchdog was being 

used as a political tool 
to serve the vested 
interests of some 

countries and the recent 
enlistment of Turkey 

in the grey list has 
substantiated 

the claim

Author is the Digital Editor of The Asian Telegraph and 
the Mélange International Magazine, and Research Associate at the 

Center of Pakistan and  International Relations (COPAIR)

Amid simmering political polar-
ization and pandemic crisis, Pakistan 
remains under the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) radar as the terror 
financing watchdog again decided to 
retain Pakistan in the grey list asking 
the country to complete concurrent 
action plans. However, it already had 
complied with 30 of 34 recommend-
ed items. In addition to that, Turkey, 
Jordan, and Mali are also added to the 
grey list, while Ghana will no longer be 
subject to the FATF’s increased mon-
itoring process. Following its plenary 
meeting in October 2021, President of 
the FATF-- Marcus Player, stated that 
“Pakistan has already completed the 
majority of action points. This shows 
the clear commitment of the Pakistan 
government. So there was no discus-
sion on blacklisting. The government is 

cooperating with FATF and we urged it 
to very quickly address the remaining 
four items as soon as possible.” 

 In retrospect, Pakistan emerged 
amongst the states that have shown 
maximum cooperation and intent to 
mitigate this global challenge; never-
theless, its status in the FATF remains 
to steer and to wobble over the period. 
FATF added the terror financing clause 
in 2001 expanded its scope of surveil-
lance; since then, it has kept Pakistan 
under its critical scrutiny. The country 
has spent three years from 2012 to 
2015 in the grey list status of the FATF. 
It has been dealing with the looming un-
certainty of FATF compliance protocols 
through legislative measures and vow-
ing full cooperationaligned with the 
guiding principles of FATF protocols. 
Since the year 2018, the government 

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi
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of Pakistan has taken practical and 
determining corrective measures 
to improve Anti-Money Laundering 
(AML) and Counter-Terror Financing 
(CTF) processes. 
Initially, Paki-
stan focused 
on the op-
erations by 
Law En-
forcement 
A g e n c i e s 
(LEAs) and 
c r e a t e d 
task forc-
es & gov-
ernmental 
bodies for 
the imple-
mentation 
of resolu-
tions 1267 
and 1373 of 
the United 
Nations Se-
curity Council 
(UNSC).

Despite numerous constraints, 
the current government in Pakistan 
has effectively dealt with the chal-
lenges of money laundering and ter-
ror financing issues. It has carried 
out a comprehensive reformative 
measure mechanism to consolidate 
surveillance, monitoring, and ac-
countability. In particular, during 
the worst global pandemic crisis of 
Covd-19, it kept its ambitions and 
goals intact vis-à-vis addressing this 
alarming challenge. Nevertheless, 
ironically, the country  remains on 
the grey list despite having sacri-
ficed around 80,000 lives and suffer-
ing the economic loss of $150 billion 
after joining the US-led war against 
terrorism.

There is no doubt that the FATF 
policy approach towards Pakistan 
is politically biased. This prejudice 
discourages the efforts of a state that 
proactively promotes the emblems 
of peace, prosperity and a regional 
security environment. For instance, 
there are sufficient proofs of Indi-
an state-sponsored terrorism in Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, 
but the FATF agency has unable to 
hold India accountable. This duplic-
ity towards Pakistan and favoring 
Indian deceitful acts seemingly asso-

ciated with the economic interests of 
the FATF’s stakeholders associated 
with Delhi. In addition to it, the re-
port of EU DisinfoLab, titled “Indian 

Chronicles: deep dive into a 15-year 
operation targeting the EU and UN to 
serve Indian interests”, exposed the 
Indian fake networks of dead think-
tanks, ghost NGOs, media outlets, 
and even dead people which have 
been used to spread fake propagan-
da to serve the vested interests of 
India particularly to undermine Pa-
kistan. Pakistan’s stance on Indian 
involvement in maligning its image, 
sponsoring & facilitating the terror-
ist activities inside Pakistan stands 
vindicated after the EU DisinfoLab 
report.   But the FATF’s intended 
attempt to overlook Indian role in 
financing terrorism and money laun-
dering continues.

Furthermore, even after the 
revelation of this heinous criminal 
act, the FATF hardly took any notice 
or action of the respective matter. 
This disparity entails the irrational 
behavior of FATF that favors the In-
dian interests, and while pushing 
hard Pakistan serves the Indian re-
gional interests. One of the dismay-
ing factors, the majority of the FATF 
compliances is non-compatible with 
Pakistan’s social, normative, and so-
cial structure. Masses are unaware 
of the features that FATF declares il-
legal; thus, it’s a systematic process 

that would take time to contemplate 
and comprehend society and the in-
tuitions. The Indian External Affairs 
Minister S. Jaishankar confessed to 

influencing the FATF to keep 
Pakistan on 
the “grey list,” 
which raised 
serious ques-
tions on the 
integrity of 
the watch-
dog. Reacting 
strongly, Paki-
stan’s Foreign 
Minister Shah 
M e h m o o d 
Qureshi said, 
“manipulating 
an import-
ant techni-
cal forum for 
narrow polit-
ical designs 
against Pa-
kistan is dis-
graceful but 

not surprising for the Modi Govern-
ment.”

 Likewise, Indian news agency 
ANI quoted Jaishankar; “Due to us, 
Pakistan is under the lens of FATF, 
and it was kept in the grey list.” The 
FATF decision is disseminative; for 
instance, the non-compliance ratio 
of France – home to FATF headquar-
ters – is 25%, but the watchdog has 
turned a blind eye. Similarly, other 
countries, including the US with a 
non-compliance ratio of 22.5%, Ja-
pan 27.5%, New Zealand 30%, Geor-
gia 32.5%, South Korea 20%, and 
Russia 12.5%, are out of the grey list. 
Pakistan has long been observing 
that the watchdog was being used 
as a political tool to serve the vested 
interests of some countries, and the 
recent enlistment of Turkey in the 
grey list has substantiated the claim. 

This assertion can be further 
validated by the fact that the top 
US financial watchdog, US Treasury 
Department’s Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network (FinCEN), in 
its reports, filed on 23 September 
2020, exposed the involvement of 
44 banks, including the state-owned 
banks of India for money launder-
ing of 2 trillion USD which used for 
financing the terrorism peculiarly in
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the region. The Suspicious Ac-

tivity Reports (SARs) found that 
over 2000 suspicious transactions 
happened between 2011 and 2017, 
which amounted to 1 billion USD. 

Before the disclosure by the 
FinCEN, the United Nations’ report 
revealed a significant number of ter-
rorist groups present in Assam, Ker-
ala, and Karnataka. Moreover, there 
are also tangible evidence that India 
is financing terrorism in Pakistan via 
Afghanistan, and Islamic State – Kho-
rasan Province (ISKP)is also getting 
manpower from India. The Finan-
cial Crimes Enforcement Network 
(FinCEN) report also recommended 
that the FATF should take part in 
controlling and containing these il-
legal and criminal activities. But the 
FATF continued to give unjustifiable 
favor to India, and Pakistan retained 
on the grey-list even with substantial 
progress.  

The following assertions high-
light the technical vulnerability of 
the FATF system in system. In the 
co-relational context, such system-
atic problems have been a signifi-
cant issue for Pakistan to pursue its 
case. Acknowledging that Pakistan 
has made significant progress and 
considering the positive intent, then 
demanding the precision of manual 
book is unjustified. Factually, ML & 
TF is a global challenge; therefore, to 
attain 100% precision or complete 
transparency is inevitable. There-
fore, the FATF mechanism of ensur-
ing inclusive transparency is a defec-
tive policy that has proven redundant 
in most case while implementing its 
g u i d e d 
r e f o r -
m a t i v e 
m e a -
s u r e s . 
S i n c e 
c r i m i -
nality is 
embod-
ied with 
p e s s i -
m i s t i c 
h u m a n 
n a t u re , 
it cannot 
be avert-
ed over-
night, so 

is the case with Money Laundering. 
It has become excessive global mal-
practice, and a codified manual book 
cannot prove effective for a state 
with different challenges. Most FATF 
compliance protocols are designed 
based on preemptive strategies with 
a limited scope of implementation 
and exception. Pertinent to mention 
that ML/TF is driven from the illicit 
social practices therefore, it requires 
a pragmatic and reactive response 
following the particular conditions 
and circumstances of a particular 
case. FATF holds a blending mech-
anism for the Terror Financing and 
Money Laundering (ML/TF) that 
complicates the assessment process 
of a state. Since ML/TF is spread 
globally, therefore, its compliance 
protocols do not give the state to 
have accessibility beyond the terri-
torial jurisdiction. Above all, no state 
in the world has complete transpar-
ency in its system regarding money 
laundering and Terror Financing, it’s 
a dynamic process, and it holds un-
certainty. Even the central developed 
states those are founding members 
of FATF are more vulnerable to this 
global germ. However, the trajectory 
of FATF assessment is none-aliened 
to this particular understanding. 
Merely pushing the state to bring 
constitutional/ legal reforms does 
not bring systematic transparency.

The FATF also lacks policy prin-
ciples about intervening imperative. 
For instance, the unprecedented ca-
tastrophe that state witnesses or fac-
es that includes climate disasters the 
non-traditional security challenges 

are not considered by the FATF while 
reviewing its progress of the case. 
Merely extending or giving the grace 
period hardly makes sense because 
such imperatives drastically influ-
ence the social, economic, and policy 
patterns of that country, and in the 
majority of the cases the prioritizing 
goals are also changed by the policy-
makers. The emerging of new tech-
nologies has further complicated the 
process of ML/TF patterns across the 
globe. In particular, crypto-currency 
is one of the key determinants of the 
issue. The FATF also has no proper 
strategic mechanism to address such 
growing technical concerns. There 
is very minimal global cooperation 
at the regional or inter-state level 
among the states. However, money 
laundering is transnational in most 
cases; the FATF investigation com-
prised unilateral actions against the 
state agencies. That confines the ju-
risdiction sphere of the investigation.

Way Forward

Pakistan can opt following 
reformative measures to overcome 
the challenges posed by the FATF 
compliance protocols:

• Pakistan should lodge a 
strong protest against the FATF prej-
udice and duplicity at every global 
forum. Despite countless concrete 
evidence of the Indian involvement 
in terrorism, FATF is deliberating ig-
noring the Indian case. In account of 
this, a worldwide campaign should 
be initiated by vindicating the fresh 
dossier that contains evidence of 

Indian state 
sponsor ter-
rorism. Mo-
bilize the 
w o r l d w i d e 
lobbies to 
highlight In-
dian heinous 
involvement 
ML/FT, and 
craft a con-
s i d e r a b l e 
narrative of 
blacklisting 
India. Indian 
state-spon-
sored terror-
ism holds a 
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Editor’s Choice 
spill-over impact on Paki-
stan’s Anti-Money Launder-
ing (AML) drive; therefore, 
it can be used as a count-
er-narrative policy princi-
ple.

• Urging the stake-
holders that it has been at 
the forefront in the fight 
against terrorism and 
should benefit from a col-
laborative instead of pu-
nitive policy from FATF. 
Furthermore, there should 
be a uniform approach for 
assessing the ML/TF cases 
across the globe, irrespec-
tive of personal interest’s 
power status to influence.

• Domestically, Paki-
stan should ensure that vir-
tual asset service providers 
are regulated for AML pur-
poses and licensed or reg-
istered, and subject to effective sys-
tems for monitoring.

• Pakistan should establish 
a comprehensive “inter-agency 
mechanism” led by the autonomous 
designated authority to ensure in-
ter-institutional cooperation and 
coordination to broaden the scope of 
the investigation process.

• The establishment of finan-
cial intelligence units would assist 
in coordinated surveillance over ter-
rorist financing, illicit transactions, 
and controlling predicate offenses.

• A rounded policy for extra-
dition requests must be formulated 
instantly for convicted criminals to 
ensure accessibility beyond national 
jurisdictions.

• The critical impediments 
for Pakistan are deficient inter-state 
linkages to deal with proclaimed 
offenders and punishment for dual 
terror financing criminality. Inter-
national cooperation would serve to 
take expeditious action against such 
actors.

• To warrant a transparent 
investigation and prosecutions pro-
cess, current domestic law ensues 
ambiguous configuration regarding 
criminalizing money laundering and 
the mechanism of imposing propor-
tionate sanctions against the convict-
ed money laundering actors that re-
quire legal framework amendments.

• One of the significant areas 
that seek the utmost attention of 
relevant authorities is to freeze, con-
fiscate laundered property, or, the 
proceeds of, or used in, the financing 
of terrorism, terrorist acts, or ter-
rorist organizations. In this domain, 
the key impediments for Pakistan 
are deficient inter-state linkages to 
deal with proclaimed offenders and 
punishment for dual terror financing 
criminality.

• International cooperation 
would serve to take expeditious ac-
tion against such actors. Additional-
ly, a rounded policy for extradition 
requests needs to be formulated 
instantly to ensure accessibility be-
yond national jurisdictions.

• There is a dire need to ex-
tend monitoring and surveillance ar-
chitecture. Our Financial institutions 
should be restricted from registering 
anonymous accounts or fictitious 
names. To manage and mitigate the 
risks emerging from virtual assets, 
Pakistan should ensure that virtual 
asset service providers are regulat-
ed for AML purposes and licensed 
or registered and subject to effective 
systems for monitoring.

• The preemptive risk-based 
approach would allow Pakistan to 
anticipate in accordance with the 
suggested framework of the FATF 
requirements for adopting a more 
flexible set of measures to target 

their resources more effectively and 
applying preventive measures that 
are commensurate to the nature of 
risks of money laundering and ter-
ror financing in the country. Not-
withstanding our compulsions of the 
FATF proceedings, the country seeks 
a sustainable holistic approach cog-
nizant of the stemming threats to the 
national security apparatus from the 
terror financing and money launder-
ing actors.

• The policy of bringing pre-
cision in the system is hardly ac-
knowledged by the FATF; instead of 
further replicating the FATF refor-
mative manual, Pakistan should en-
gage lobbies for seeking assistance 
regarding FATF status. Likewise, Pa-
kistan should also pursue diplomatic 
maneuvering with the key actors of 
the FATF body to get favorable con-
cessions.

To conclude, despite Pakistan’s 
significant and unusual progress 
vis-à-vis Action Plan, the FATF has 
been biased in the case of Pakistan. 
To maintain the organization’s cred-
ibility and uphold the mandate, the 
FATF must remove Pakistan from 
the grey-list as there is no justifiable 
reason left for FATF to keep Pakistan 
on the list. Rather than becoming a 
pawn in the hands of “few” the orga-
nization should decide according to 
the organization’s mandate.
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Hindutva Ideology: 
India’s Gradual Move 

Towards Genocide
It’s important 

to note here that 
Hindu nationalism 
is what drove the 

Modi government to 
suddenly and anti-

democratically strip 
Kashmir of its semi-
autonomous status 

on 05th August, 
2019

CJ Werleman is a journalist and analyst on 
conflict and terrorism.

In the space of a mere three decades, 
hateful and divisive Hindu national-
ist slogans have propelled Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) from a fringe 

political party to a national party to 
India’s ruling party. Increasing Hindu 
nationalism in India has inflicted great 
harm on the country’s democratic insti-
tutions, political freedom, bilateral re-
lationships, global reputation, regional 
security, and religious minorities.

It is easy to forget today, How-
ever, BJP won just two parliamentary 
seats in the 1984 election, emerging 
as a national political force only after 
whipping up anti-Muslim sentiments 
leading up to, during and after the de-
struction of the historic Babri Mosque 
in 1992 at the hands of 150,000 Hindu 
nationalists associated with BJP and 
Hindutva organization Vishva Hindu 
Parishad. This  event helped put the 
party into a position to form a coalition 
government in 1998 and then ultimate-
ly unilateral power in 2014.

Since 2014, the BJP ruled govern-
ment has chipped away at 
the rights of Muslims.

 and cracked down 
on its critics, including 
political opponents, jour-
nalists, and human rights 
activists, forcing Amnesty 
International to cease its 
operations in the coun-
try out of concern its 
employees were being 
threatened and intimi-
dated by the government 
for publishing reports on 

the Delhi Police Force’s role in the Feb-
ruary 2020 violence, which resulted in 
the murder of more than 50 Muslims, 
and the use of torture by its security 
forces in Kashmir.

It is for these reasons India’s sta-
tus of democratic state was downgrad-
ed from “free” to “partly free” in the 
most recent report of  Freedom House 
democracy. The Freedom House de-
mocracy;s report delivered a scathing 
indictment on the Modi government,  
mentioning  “driving India towards au-
thoritarianism” and encouraging the 
“scapegoating of Muslims” and crack-
ing down on critics.

Notably, Freedom House  is not 
only organization  in its condemnation 
of the Modi government’s hindu na-
tionalist agendas. , TheSweden-based 
V-Dem Institute also downgrading In-
dia’s democracy to “electoral autocra-
cy.” Worryingly – the worst the econ-
omy performs, or the louder critics of 
the Modi government grow, the more 
BJP dials up the vilification of religious 
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minorities to divert attention away 
from its failings or transgressions. 
When protesters joined hands across 
the country to oppose the govern-
ment’s anti-Muslim citizenship laws, 
known separately as the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) and Nation-
al Register of Citizens (NRC), party 
leaders threatened to shoot, drown 
or deport Muslim migrants.  

When the Indian government 
mishandled the initial COVID19 out-
break, the government joined on-
line miscreants in falsely accusing 
Muslims of deliberately spreading 
the virus.  Later, the farmers from 
Punjab and Haryana linked arms 
and marched to the capital Delhi to 
protest against laws that pave the 
way for the corporate takeover of 
the agricultural sector, leaving their 
farms and communities vulnerable 
to exploitation and destruction. The 
BJP leaders falsely accused the pro-
testors of being part of the foreign 
funded Sikh separatist plot.

In openly confessing its com-
mitment to Hindutva ideology, the 
rhetoric of BJP’s political leaders, 
including Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, has become inseparable 
from extremist militants who vow to 
cleanse India of non-Hindu minori-
ties, and thus explaining the year-
on-year upward spike in religious 
based hate crimes, with Muslims the 
target of 78 percent hate crimes, of 
which roughly two-thirds have oc-
curred in states ruled by BJP, accord-
ing to the India Spend. Conseqently, 
the perpetrators of violence against 
religious minorities now feel so em-
boldened and so certain their attacks 
against Muslims, Dalits, Christians, 
Buddhists or Sikhs enjoy the tac-
it and even implicit approval of the 
state that they record and upload 
footage of their hate crimes onto so-
cial media platforms without fear of 
prosecution. Observes Indian jour-

nalist Samar Halarnkar stated, 
““We are aware of the latest 
hate crimes because they are 
recorded by the perpetrators 
themselves, a phenomenon 
that began in the last decade 
– lynching, beatings, even a be-
heading – coinciding with Nar-
endra Modi’s growing grip over 
India’s electoral politics and 
the Hindu psyche,” 

“They do it to inspire others, 
cow down minorities, mainstream 
hatred (more than it already is) and 
send a message to the hardline gov-
ernment they elected – you are not 
hardline enough.”

It is little wonder famous In-
dian personalities, such as novelist 
Arundhati Roy, are warning “the sit-
uation in India is approaching geno-
cidal,” a view  also shared by a prom-
inent scholar in conflict and violence, 
Dr. Gregory Stanton – who warned 
recently that “preparation for geno-
cide is definitely underway in India,” 
adding, “The persecution of Muslims 
in Assam and Kashmir is the stage 
just before the genocide. The next 
stage is extermination— that is what 
we call genocide.”

It’s important to note that Hin-
du nationalism is what drove the 
Modi government to suddenly and 
anti-democratically strip Kashmir of 
its semi-autonomous status on 05th 
August 5, 2019, a move considered a 
signal to BJP voters that the party is 
committed to transforming the coun-
try’s secular democratic identity into 
a tyrannical Hindu theocracy or Hin-
du rashtra.

In recent weeks , ithas become 
increasingly evident that Hindutva 
organizations had expanded their 
influence and reach throughout the 
Indian diaspora, as witnessed in a re-
cent event, when a mob of right-wing 
Indian Australians ambushed and 
attacked a car carrying several Sikh 
men in Sydney earlier this month, 
presumably because they had partic-
ipated in a solidarity march for the 
Indian farmers protest in Delhi.

Deepak Joshi, an executive with 
The Humanism Project, a secular 
Indian expatriate advisory group, 
stated “For the first time in Australia 
we are witnessing tensions within 
Indian community groups, with one 

group attacking another because 
they demanded justice from the In-
dian government,”. He further men-
tions, “In the past year or so we have 
witnessed several instances of online 
hate and threats of violence against 
those who criticise the Modi Govern-
ment and against Muslims in partic-
ular in Australia, but this hate has 
been particularly directed against 
the Sikhs and social media since the 
farmers movement began.” 

Hindutva organizations and in-
dividuals have also been calling for 
a boycott of Sikh and Muslim-owned 
businesses, prompting an Australian 
parliamentarian to warn of a grow-
ing threat within the Indian expatri-
ate community, specifically “extrem-
ist, right-wing Hindu nationalist part 
of the community.”

Stanford University anthropol-
ogist Thomas Blom Hansen argues 
in his new book, The Law of Force: 
the Violent Heart of Indian Politics, 
that Hindu nationalists have made 
“public violence and the mobiliza-
tion of public anger into some of the 
most effective means of political ex-
pression in the country,” telling The 
Nation he said “the enjoyment of vi-
olence, the pleasures of hatred and 
vengeful fantasies, and the license to 
kill” are factors that contemporary 
India shares with Nazi Germany on 
the eve of the Holocaust.

To that end, it shouldn’t be for-
gotten that BJP draws its ideological 
DNA from India’s largest Hindutva 
organization – Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh – whose founders drew its 
inspiration from European fascists, 
including the Nazis, in the 1930s, and 
thus partly explaining the recent Na-
zification of laws in several BJP ruled 
states, including legislation ban-
ning Hindu women from marrying 
Muslim men. This is India today, an 
increasingly autocratic and nation-
alistic state that’s now exerting its il-
liberal political ideology well beyond 
its borders.

International Perspective
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MIDDLE EAST 
Quad II: A Critical 

AnalysisThe talks on QUAD-II 
in the Middle East have 
unfolded an unfounded 

comparison with the 
QUAD in Indo-Pacific, 
aiming at countering 

China’s rise in the 
region. The US under its 
2017 National Security 

Strategy desires to forge 
alliance with Israel and 

UAE, pulling them away 
from Beijing. It is in 

the interest of the US to 
forge alliance with Israel 
and UAE, pulling them 

away from 
Beijing

The Author a Research Associate at the Center of Pakistan and 
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Her areas of interest are South Asian Politics, Peace and Conflict 
Transformation, and Climate Change.

On 18 October 2021, India, Is-
rael, the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE), and the United 
States’ Foreign Ministers hint-

ed towards making another QUAD 
(or QUAD- II) in the Middle East. It is 
a critical development as the world is 
experiencing a tide of minilateralism; a 
targeted approach towards achieving a 
specific goal. Unlike multilateralism, it 
holds significance for generating quick 
solutions to real problems, which takes 
many countries on board. This new ini-
tiative aims to enhance India’s role in 
the region with an underlying major 
powers competition in Asia-Pacific.

The latest concept of Middle East 
QUAD is viewed critical for India to 
secure its interests in the region on a 
larger level. India aims to balance itself 
against China by gluing itself to the alli-
ance in the Arab world. After the years’ 
long confrontation over the disputed 
border in the Himalayas between Chi-
na and India along with the persistent 
intransigence along the treacherous 
mountain range, 
India desires to 
increase its role 
in Indo-Pacific 
and Middle East 
through the QUAD 
like alliances. 
Under the 2017 
National Securi-
ty Strategy of the 
United States of 
America: India 

is considered a key partner of the US 
to contain China at all levels i.e., polit-
ical, economic, militarily, and social. 
Looking beyond the regional goals, the 
QUAD-II is likely to connect India to its 
partners across the Gulf and Middle 
Eastern region. Such dynamics illus-
trates a tactic of India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s ambitions on the dip-
lomatic front that it seeks to bolster its 
ties with older allies like Israel and the 
UAE. It is also pertinent to mention that 
the United States (US), Israel, and UAE 
would desire to boost strategic ties with 
India, which has had a minimal role in 
the Middle East’s politics through the 
years. For the Gulf States, India can be 
seen important for possessing a colos-
sal manufacturing market and a wid-
ened foreign policy footprint. The In-
dian market and its growth projections 
can play an important role to address 
the ongoing waves of economic trans-
formation that has engulfed the Arab 
World. 

Furthermore, after the withdraw-
al of the US 
from Afghan-
istan, India is 
considered as 
key partner 
for the US pol-
icy makers to 
counter China’s 
growing influ-
ence across 
the globe. It is 
because India 
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perceives an entrapment from the 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative’s 
(BRI) Projects and the intense infra-
structural developments to increase 
connectivity across Asia and be-
yond. Though the US and India claim 
that the QUAD in the Indo-Pacific is 
not targeted against China, it is still 
easy to gauge how the US and India 
are committed to counter China and 
might benefit from such an arrange-
ment in Middle East as well. Further-
more, joining the QUAD-II proves In-
dia’s close strategic ties with the US 
and two of the US’ top regional part-
ners i.e., the UAE and Israel, keeping 
in view the US-Israel relationship 
and the signing of the Abraham Ac-
cords between the UAE and Israel 
that is self-explanatory. However, 
India might need to gather addition-
al motivations to enhance its role 
in Middle East to achieve geo-polit-
ical goals outside its borders. For 
this purpose, it can portray the new 
group or QUAD-II as a presumed al-
liance to contain China’s economic 
influence in the Middle Eastern re-
gion. So QUAD-II will pave the way 
for New Delhi from the Indo-Pacific 
to the Mediterranean region for its 
own strategic ambitions.  

The Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
has a geostrategic importance for 
linking the hydrocarbon enriched 
Middle Eastern region to the eco-
nomically diverse Asia, which has 
grown as a conflicting point due to in-
tensifying rivalry between China and 
India. This rivalry is important for 
the US, keeping in view its political, 
security, and economic interests. The 
growing importance of the Indo-Pa-
cific region was reiterated through 
the National Security Strategy of the 
US in December 2017, according to 
which “A geo-political competition 
between free and repressive visions 
of world order is taking place in the 
Indo-Pacific region.” China’s strategic 
presence and infrastructure projects 
for regional development such as in 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and 
Djibouti are considered as threat to 
the US’ geo-political and geo-eco-
nomic interests in the region.

Based on its interests in East 
Asia, India is already a member of 
the QUAD, sharing the forum with 
the US, Australia, and Japan. So, 

both the QUADS; one in Indo-Pacif-
ic and the other in the Middle East, 
point towards the realization that 
the US is actively looking for-
ward to containing China 
on multiple fronts. The 
deepened coopera-
tion in Indo-pacific 
and the signing of 
the AUKUS deal 
(while ignoring 
n o n - p ro l i f e ra -
tion responsibili-
ties) is one of the 
d e m o n s t ra t i o n s 
by the US aimed at 
countering the Chinese 
rise.

For the US, QUAD-II and 
moving beyond the Indo-Pacific 
region signals the containment of 
China in other regions of the world. 
Moreover, the QUAD-II is likely to 
complement the QUAD in the In-
do-Pacific region. The strategic alli-
ances between the states through the 
framework of QUADS in both the re-
gions has gained attention as the US 
President Joe Biden seeks to realize 
the ambitions of his predecessors in 
countering the Chinese rise. The US, 
for this purpose, has robustly come 
up with challenging arrangements, 
alliances, and coalitions that are 
likely to impact regional stability. So 
as soon as the US drifted apart from 
its Afghan quagmire, it is focused to 
counter China, whereas, now terror-
ism is viewed as secondary threat by 
the US policy makers. So, the second 
QUAD in the Arab world with the ma-
jor Gulf States is also a China-Specific 
strategy desiring to limit the Chinese 
role in the region. 

The Middle East is crucial as it 
remains a critical geo-political and 
geo-strategic region for the US and 
China. Middle East is importance for 
China as it is positioned at the cross-
roads of its BRI mega projects. In 
2016, when Xi Jinping visited Middle 
East, China’s Arab Policy Paper was 
released by the Chinese Communist 
Party, which highlighted its broader 
vision for the region. Energy security 
cooperation formed the basis of this 
vision, followed by investment, trade 
with the region, and developing co-
operation over nuclear energy.

The Chinese partnerships with 

Israel and the UAE are noteworthy 
with regard to the ventures directed 
against Beijing. The developing co-
operation between China and UAE 

by signing a Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership 

(CSS) was the highest 
level of diplomatic re-
lationship between 
the two states. It is 
because UAE has 
been vital for China’s 
vision of the Middle 

East. UAE has shown 
keen interest in re-

vitalizing the ancient 
Silk Road through the 

BRI. Furthermore, the UAE’s 
National Security Advisor Sheikh 

Tahnoon bin Zayed al-Nayhan’s stat-
ed partnership with China for open-
ing up a COVID19 testing lab to con-
duct trials for vaccine in Abu Dhabi 
are worth mentioning in this regard. 
Similarly, when it comes to Israel, 
China has been its second largest 
trading partner. It is estimated that 
almost $400m were in Israeli start-
ups in 2018 and $243 m in 2019 by 
China. Moreover, from 2005-2021, 
the Chinese investments in Israel 
reached up to $13 billion. Regardless 
of the US reservations, the last ten 
years of Netanyahu led government 
saw an unprecedented rise in China 
and Israel partnerships which were 
termed as ‘pragmatic and mutually’ 
beneficial. Washington’s apprehen-
sions were heightened when Isra-
el’s Haifa port was sold to Shanghai 
International Port Group; a Chinese 
state-backed investor in 2015. It 
pointed towards the ease of access to 
the Chinese surveillance in the East-
ern Mediterranean which can keep 
an eye over the US Navy and its allies 
in a contested environment.

Like the QUAD in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, the US has projected itself as the 
center of the Middle Eastern QUAD.
Here, it has the added advantage of 
the UAE’s capital, Israel’s techno-
logical advancement, and the Indian 
manufacturing market to bolster it-
self against China. While it is yet to 
be seen what shape this new QUAD 
will take between India, Israel, UAE 
and the US, it is clear that it is a driv-
ing force for a new phase of the glob-
al economic race.
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In the 21st century, regional and 
global organizations have gained 
unprecedented significance in 
shaping the order of political, se-

curity, and economic systems globally. 
The Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO), guided by Shanghai Spirit, 
is the world’s largest regional organi-
zation that aims to enhance security, 
political and economic cooperation 
between the member states to main-
tain regional peace and stability. Since 
its inception, SCO has gradually ex-
panded its geographic scope and stat-
ure. Given the potential of SCO, it can 
play a vital role in attaining peaceful 
coexistence in the region and beyond. 

SCO was formed in June 2001. 
Initially, a security pact was signed be-
tween Russia, China, Kyrgyzstan, Ta-
jikistan, and Kazakhstan in 1996, and 
this security pact was called as Shang-
hai Five. After the inclusion of Uzbeki-
stan in the group of these countries, a 
new organization named SCO was an-
nounced in 2001 to deepen political, 
security, and economic cooperation. 
Since then, the SCO continued to grow 
gradually and expanded its sphere. Pa-
kistan and India became full members 
of SCO in 2017 and Iran’s bid to join 
SCO as full member was approved by 
permanent members of the organiza-
tion on 17th September 2021. 

When global institutions such as 
United Nations have failed to prevent 
the conflicts and crises, these con-
flicts cause millions of deaths across 
the globe. For instance, the US-led so-

called war on terror has killed nearly 1 
million people,  especially the Afghan 
people who are still facing the brunt 
of the American attitude towards Af-
ghanistan as the US has frozen Afghan 
reserves of $9.5 billion. More than half 
a million people have been killed by 
Indian occupation forces in Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir for 
over seven decades, and the occupied 
territory has become the largest open-
air prison in the world. In such chaotic 
and uncertain circumstances, regional 
organizations like SCO can play an im-
portant role in establishing peace and 
stability in the  region. 

In the conclusion of the recent SCO 
Summit, held on 17th September 2021, 
Dushanbe Declaration was adopted on 
the 20th anniversary of the SCO that 
expressed the commitment of mem-
ber states to strengthen the SCO as a 
pillar of the fair world that is emerging 
based on the supremacy of Internation-
al Law and the UN Charter in particular. 
During the summit, the primary focus 
remained Afghanistan. Pakistan, China, 
Iran, and Russia sought the account-
ability of the US for chaos and disability 
in Afghanistan. It demanded the US to 
engage with the Taliban for the recon-
struction of Afghanistan. It is pertinent 
to mention that peace in Afghanistan 
and the region is in the interest of the 
entire world; therefore, every possible 
effort should be made to establish sus-
tainable peace.

Interestingly, Prime Minister of 
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Pakistan, Imran Khan, proposed a 
five-point way at the SCO summit 
that can significantly assist SCO in 
the attainment of peaceful existence 
in the region. Firstly, as the world 
has suffered enough from unilateral-
ism, therefore SCO needs to support 
effective multilateralism, and uni-
lateralism should be discouraged at 
the regional and global levels. India’s 
unilateral decisions vis-à-vis Illegally 
Indian Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK) are illegal and endan-
gering the peace and stability of the 
entire region. If the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir are given their due 
right to self-determination as per UN 
resolutions, particularly South Asia 
will witness durable peace. At the 
global level, US’ unilateralism has 
wreaked havoc across the globe; the 
resistance from SCO can deter the US 
unilateral decisions towards critical 
regional and global issues. NATO is 
becoming irrelevant as the Europe-
an Union states, the UK, and the US 
independently pursue their military 
engagement. SCO can be more 
effective in these scenarios to 
emerge as a strong regional or-
ganization in the security do-
main.

Secondly, the COVID-19 has 
adversely affected the economic 
situation of the countries, and it 
has also given rise to unparal-
leled inflation in the countries. 
Germany is witnessing 28-year 
high inflation, and Americans 
see a worse situation than the 
Germans. The member states of SCO 
are no exception. The situation is 
worse in developing states. The SCO, 
which covers three-fifths of the Eur-
asian continent, 40% of the global 
population, and more than 20% of 
the world’s GDP, can develop a via-
ble strategy to mitigate the impact 
emanating from the global pandem-
ic. Strengthening these collective en-
deavours will further deepen the co-
operation and promote mutual trust 
among the member states. 

Thirdly, the situation in Afghani-
stan is a serious concern for all, espe-
cially the neighboring states. Peace 
and stability in Afghanistan are in-
evitable for peace in Asia. Pakistan’s 
great thinker, poet, and philosopher, 
Dr. Allama Muhammad Iqbal, had 

rightly stated the importance of Af-
ghanistan for peace in Asia: “Asia is a 
body built of clay and water; Afghan-
istan is the heart in this body, If Af-
ghanistan is in turmoil, the whole of 
Asia would be in turmoil, If Afghan-
istan is in peace, the whole of Asia 
would be in peace.” In today’s scenar-
io, if the world does not engage with 
the Taliban to stabilize the country, 
then it would become the heaven for 
the terror groups such as Eastern 
Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM), 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), 
Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA) 
and Islamic State-Khurasan Prov-
ince (IS-KP). The rise of such groups 
will spread terrorism and extremism 
that will negatively impact regional 
stability and peace. As the SCO aims 
to combat the “three forces” of ter-
rorism, separatism, and extremism, 
Afghanistan’s case is a test for the or-
ganization to set a precedent. 

There is no denying that the 
road to peace in Afghanistan is a 
challenging and demanding task that 

needs the strong will of all the stake-
holders. The leaders of Afghanistan, 
whether they are in the government 
or part of opposition forces, and the 
regional states whose stakes are at 
risk due to instability in Afghanistan 
need to work together aggressively 
for the success of the development 
of Afghan society to bring perpetual 
peace in Afghanistan which would 
eventually result into peace and 
stability in the entire region. The 
spoilers of the peace cannot be over-
looked; therefore, all the domestic 
and regional stakeholders should be 
cautious.

The vested interests of the “few” 
cannot be entertained by putting the 
peace and stability of the entire re-
gion at risk. Unstable Afghanistan 

is not in favor of “many” especially 
the people of Afghanistan who have 
been facing socio-economic crises 
for many years. The proponents of 
peace should keep a close eye on 
the developments and not allow 
anyone to disrupt the peace efforts. 
Therefore, SCO should chart out a 
coordinated SCO approach towards 
the development of Afghanistan to 
ensure the economic stability that 
will enable Afghanistan to become a 
reliable partner in Asia’s shared and 
prosperous future. 

It is pertinent to mention that 
the PM of Pakistan, Imran  Khan has 
not only discussed the core challeng-
es to peaceful existence but gone 
one step further when he proposed 
to host two conferences, “Trans-
port Connectivity for Regional Pros-
perity”, and “Youth Empowerment 
through Digital Economy”, to ad-
vance the efforts for regional connec-
tivity and integration which would 
be vital for the vision of peaceful co-
existence. Furthermore, Pakistan’s 

geostrategic location as a natural 
bridge connecting Central Asia 
with South Asia finds its mani-
festation through the platform of 
SCO.

There is no doubt that the 
web of rail, road, sea, and air links 
across the SCO region will usher 
in a new era of enhanced trade, 
energy flows, and people-to-peo-
ple exchanges. This complex and 
soft connectivity will contrib-
ute significantly to progress and 

prosperity in the region and beyond. 
These trans-regional linkages will 
be reinforced by the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), the flag-
ship project of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI), which is making steady 
progress. 

In short, a significant part of 
the Eurasian region is going through 
major changes, and Afghanistan in 
particular, and today’s decisions will 
have a long-lasting impact on the re-
gion. Peaceful existence is the way 
forward, and that will bring prosper-
ity for a longer period. Furthermore, 
to attain peaceful coexistence in the 
region, SCO’s role holds central im-
portance. Indeed, it is rightly stated 
that “there is no alternative to peace-
ful coexistence.”
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UNFCCC (COP26): 
What’s on the Table

We need to hold 
leaders accountable 

for their pledges 
and to act 

conscientiously that 
plans are carried 

out. The Conference 
of Parties (COP26) 
ended with a hope 

in minds and a 
resolution for the 

governments across 
the globe, to revise 

their national 
targets for the next 
year to make them 

achievable

The writer is coordinator at the Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and PhD scholar at Quaid-e-

Azam University.

United Nations Climate Change 
Conferences under the UN 
Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) are 

among the most important meetings 
globally. The Conference of Parties 
(COP) is the supreme decision-making 
body of the UNFCCC. All the states that 
are parties to the Convention are rep-
resented at the COP each year, where 
the implementation of the Convention, 
or any other legal instrument that the 
COP has adopted, and necessary de-
cisions for its implementation, is re-
viewed. The negotiations between of-
ficials from countries across the globe 
and representatives from civil society, 
the global media outlets are multifac-
eted. The yearly held conferences are 
significant for accelerating action on 
climate change and limiting the global 
temperatures rise.

This time, the Conference of Par-
ties (COP26), hosted by the United 
Kingdom (UK), kicked off on October 

31, 2021, in Glasgow after the G20 
states failed to limit the net carbon 
emissions. It was the most significant 
diplomatic event on British soil since 
World War II. The event marked a make 
or a break moment for the future of the 
planet. The meeting in Glasgow aimed 
to make and secure new promises to 
reduce carbon emissions.  The impacts 
of climate change are worsening, so 
the world will have no choice but to 
enact strict and effective measures 
more rapidly. As United Nations (UN) 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
states, “The time to act radically and 
decisively is not 10 or 20 years from to-
day. It is now”. Thus, it is pertinent to 
mention that the COP26 was a test case 
for the efficacy of the world’s multilat-
eral system to promote cooperation 
and concerted efforts to address global 
threats of climate change. Specifically, it 
signaled the world’s ability to take ac-
tions for countering the erratic impacts 
of global warming caused by the huge 
concentrations of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases accumulating 
in the Earth’s atmosphere since the In-
dustrial Revolution.

Under the landmark Paris agree-
ment, signed in 2015, the world’s lead-
ing authority on climate change; the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) examines what a 1.5 de-
grees Celsius temperature would mean 
for the Earth. The researchers found a 
vast difference between the disasters 

Sajjad Haider
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caused by 1.5- and 2-degrees Celsius 
warming of the planet. They conclud-
ed that the lower temperature of the 
planet is safe; however, an increase 
of 1.5 Celsius is still causing a rise 
in sea levels and an increase in heat-
waves, droughts, floods, catastroph-
ic storms, and other erratic weather 
events. So, it is comprehensible that 
the impacts of erratic weather pat-
terns would be far more with a rise 
of 2 degrees Celsius. Moreover, it was 
illustrated in a report of IPCC that 
despite these warnings given repeat-
edly, there was still a chance to pre-
vent the planet from going towards 
destruction by keeping the tempera-
ture below the 1.5 degrees Celsius 
threshold. However, the experts be-
lieve that it would require concerted 
efforts on the part of the states be-
cause, every fraction of an increase 
in the temperature is crucial.

Under the Paris Agreement, 
signed in 2015, states pledged to 
hold global temperature below 2 de-
grees Celsius above the pre-indus-
trial levels while cutting off the heat 
to 1.5 degrees Celsius. These goals 
were legally binding under the trea-
ty. Moreover, the states under the 
agreement agreed on non-binding 
national targets for cutting carbon 
emissions. The developing countries 
had agreed to curb greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2030. The national tar-
gets, also known as Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs), were 
unsuccessful in limiting the world 
within the targets set under the 
agreement. Therefore, NDCs and the 
long-term net-zero goals are central 
to the vision of COP26. COP26 aims 
to achieve the desired goals by phas-
ing out coal, climate finance to devel-
oping countries, and nature-based 
solutions.

At the COP26, negotiators 
reached out for some deals and com-
promises to save the planet. One of 
the notable decisions at the Glasgow 
Summit was the United States and 
the European Union’s proposed Glob-
al Methane Cutting Initiative, where 
100 countries pledged to reduce 
methane emissions by 30%, well 
below 2020 levels by 2030. A break-
through was also observed during 
the COP26 when the US and China, 
the world’s two largest carbon emit-

ters, through a deal, committed to 
enhanced climate action to keep the 
net temperature within the limit set 
under the Paris Agreement. Precise-
ly, the commitment to phase down 
coal was considered under the deal. 
It is worth noting that the scientists 
presume that phasing down of the 
coal would move the world closer to 
the 1.5 degrees Celsius goal. So, this 
level of commitment between the US 
and China, the major strategic rivals 
and the world’s largest carbon emit-
ters, has given impetus to the talks 
on climate change by shifting the 
entire narrative around COP26. The 
concluding remarks at the COP26, for 
the first time, directed all the nations 
to step up their efforts for phasing 
down the continuous dependence on 
coal and cut down on the fossil fuel 
subsidies. The reason behind it is that 
coal is the most dangerous fossil fuel. 
International Energy Agency made it 
clear by reiterating that if coal is not 
rapidly phased out, the world should 
not hope to stay within the limits of 
1.5 degrees Celsius of global heat-
ing. So, to achieve the target, at least 
40% of the present-day world’s 8500 
coal-powered plants must be closed 
by 2030 while shifting to renewable 
energy resources. 

Moreover, it was also decided to 
provide climate finance to the devel-
oping countries for adaptation. Pre-
viously, the Paris Agreement had set 
the goal of providing climate finance 
to developing countries for tackling 
the climate crisis. At COP26, devel-
oped nations were directed to pro-
vide at least $100 billion as climate 

finance to the developing countries 
to secure the global net-zero emis-
sions. Another key outcome of the 
COP26 was the Paris rulebook: It is 
an agreement reached on the tough-
est norm related to Article 6 of the 
Paris Agreement, whose approval 
will make the agreement fully oper-
ational. This move is likely to unlock 
an investment of billions of dollars in 
carbon reduction projects across the 
globe.

The main goal of COP26 was to 
keep the discussion on 1.5 degrees 
Celsius alive by actively focusing 
on nature-based solutions. Despite 
pessimism among many heading to 
Glasgow Summit, there is still reason 
to believe that hope persists. How-
ever, it would only be possible if the 
states get serious and start taking 
practical actions. The internation-
al community needs to hold leaders 
accountable for their pledges and 
take adequate measures to achieve 
desired goals. The Conference of 
Parties (COP26) ended with hope in 
mind and a resolution for the gov-
ernments across the globe to revise 
their national targets for the next 
year to make them achievable. Ac-
cording to the talks at Glasgow, cur-
rent NDCs are such that it is expected 
to culminate in a disastrous 2.4 de-
grees Celsius of heating, making the 
target of limiting the temperature 
at 1.5 degrees Celsius unachievable. 
So, any carrot and stick policy or any 
other policing mechanism is needed 
to ensure the implementation of the 
pledges made by the states, keeping 
in view the scale of climate change.
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Sinking of INS 
KHUKRI is a 

classic example 
of courage, 

perseverance, 
professional 

acumen, 
teamwork, and 

unwavering 
leadership of the 

Commanding 
Officer Cdr Ahmed 

Tasnim and his 
daring crew 

to achieve the 
mission in the face 

of potent enemy 
force during 

unfavourable sea 
conditions

The author is a Research Fellow in the Maritime Centre of 
Excellence at Pakistan Navy War College, Lahore.

Sinking of INS KHUKRI by PNS/M 
HANGOR was not only the maid-
en event in which a conventional 
submarine sank an Anti-subma-

rine frigate post-second World War but 
it is an event of great professional acu-
men, fortitude and perseverance under 
unfavourable environments. This sink-
ing continues to be a record in the mod-
ern Anti-submarine Warfare (ASW) 
history therefore HANGOR’s action is 
a must study by all those assigned for 
ASW functions in war and peace.
   As the clouds of war between India 
and Pakistan grew nearer, Pakistan 
Navy submarine HANGOR proceeded 
to sea to establish Patrol in assigned 
area.
   The Indian naval hierarchy was of 
the opinion that any enemy submarine 
close to its coast must be neutralised. 
Therefore, on 8 December 1971, Indi-
an Navy (IN) tasked its front-line 14th 
ASW squadron comprising INS KIR-
PAN and INS KHUKRI to sail.  The ships 
were tasked to undertake trials of pro-

totype gadget for improving the ranges 
of ship’s sonar. The ships reached its 
assigned area and commenced the tri-
als in rectangular search pattern. Indi-
an ships reduced the speed of ships to 
12 knots to facilitate sonar trails. They 
also didn’t streamed the unifoxer (on-
board noise maker equipment) to facil-
itate sonar trials. The sonar trial area 
was in shallow waters where there was 
hardly any chance of especting a sub-
marine. That is why Iaian Ballyntyne in 
his book wrote “When Hangor arrived 
there, off Diu Head she immediately de-
tected two enemy warships on patrol. 
They seemed keen on protecting them-
selves by sticking to shallow waters 
where they thought submarines would 
be unlikely to venture”.
   On detection of Indian ships, HANGOR 
undertook a daring manoeuvre and si-
lently positioned her near the Indian 
ships. As Iaian Ballyntyne in his book 
quotes, “It was a very dicey manoeu-
vring. “
   Little known to people that the dis-

Cdre Naveed Ahmed 
SI(M) Retd

Sinking of Indian Naval Ship KHUKRI 
by Pakistan Navy Submarine HANGOR 

During 1971 Indo-Pak War
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tance between HANGOR and Indian 
ships at the start of detaction was 
quite far. HANGOR daringly penetrat-
ed into shallow waters in sonar con-
ditions favouring Indian naval ships 
and discreetly traversed to arrive 
at correct firing position. After con-
firming the latest position of KIRPAN 
and KHUKRI, Pakistan submarine 
valiently attacked on enemy ships. 
It shall be remembered that it is the 
art, professional skill and acumen 
of Commanding Officer of HANGOR 
then Cdr Ahmed Tasnim (later Vice 
Admiral) brought the submarine to a 
perfect firing position.  At 1957 (PST) 
on 09 December 1971, HANGOR fired 
the first torpedo on KIRPAN; howev-
er, it missed the target. The CO Cdr 
Ahmed Tasnim was well cognisant 
that KHUKRI was passing very close 
on the right flank. Another torpedo 
was fired on KHUKRI and it exploded 
the ship thereby 
sunk in less than 
three minutes. On 
board HANGOR 
everyone knew 
that they got their 
war trophy.
   The attack on 
KHUKRI was 
also witnessed 
by Commanding 
Officer of KIR-
PAN who fled the 
scene to take ref-
uge. HANGOR was 
keeping a track 
of KIRPAN on its 
plot, it immedi

ately fired another homing torpedo 
on KIRPAN. The fact that INS KIRPAN 
did not return back is evidence that 
it was severely damaged as hit by 
HANGOR.
   Consequent to sinking of Indian 
ship KHUKRI, Indian Navy undertook 
extensive search for HANGOR under 
the operation code named “Opera-

tion FALCON” 
which contin-
ued from 9 to 
13 December 
1971. During 
the search, hun-
dreds of depth 
charges were 
fired against 
HANGOR. But 
the unwavering 
courage and 
morale held fast 
and eventually 
HANGOR after 
shaking off the 
whole Indian 
Navy entered 
KARACHI on 18 

December 1971.
   Sinking of INS KHUKRI is a classic 
example of courage, perseverance, 
professional acumen, teamwork, and 
unwavering leadership of the Com-
manding Officer Cdr Ahmed Tasnim 
and his daring crew to achieve the 
mission in the face of potent enemy 
force during unfavourable sea condi-
tions. Sinking of KHUKRI had effects 
not only at the tactical level but at 
strategic level it had put the embold-
ened Indian Navy on the defensive 
which called off its at least three fol-
low up offensives against Pakistan. 
As Iain Ballantyne wrote “With the 
sinking of Khukri the submarine arm 
of Pakistan’s Navy raised national 
honour and pride and even shocked 
the world. Pakistan was reassured it 
could rely on its submarines to blunt 
the Indian Navy.”

“With the sinking of KHUKRI 
the submarine arm of Paki-
stan’s Navy raised national 
honour and pride and even 
shocked the world. Pakistan 
was reassured it could rely 
on its submarines to blunt 

the Indian Navy.”
(The Deadly Trade, Iain Ballyntyne)
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G20 summit and 
Geoeconomics

G20 is a global body 
established to deal 

with the international 
economy and move 

ahead in this regard. 
The recovery of the 
world economy in 
the Pandemic is an 

important factor. How 
things will move ahead is 
still something to evolve 
with the strategies under 

this particular forum.  
By 2021, the global 

economic movement 
has been improving 

at a firm pace. 
However, the recovery 

remains extremely 
different across and 

within countries. 
Therefore, G20 shows 
determination to use 

all existing tools for as 
long as necessary to deal 

with the unfavorable 
consequences of the 

Pandemic

The Author is Associate Editor at the Melange International Magazine, 
sub-editor at The Asian Telegraph

The Covid 19 pandemic rig-
orously disordered the glob-
al economic activity. In most 
countries across the globe, 

this led to the sharpest contractions in 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP). At the 
national level, the governmental re-
sponse to economic crises has general-
ly been influential, with fiscal expenses 
reaching record levels. In the same con-
text, G20 leaders met in October 2021, 
for the first time since the emergence of 
the Pandemic. The critical issues on the 
agenda of the latest G20 summit includ-
ed climate change, the impact of the 
Covid Pandemic on economic growth, 
a landmark tax deal, and global 
economic disruptions. 

 G20 was estab-
lished in the backdrop 
of the 1997 Asian fi-
nancial emergency 
as a comparatively 
low-profile confer-
ence of finance minis-
ters. The group rapidly 
reached a high-profile 
convening of influential 
heads of government in the 
repercussion of the 2008 Global 
Financial Crisis. In 2009 it was further 
institutionalized at Pittsburgh Summit 
as the significant forum for coordinat-
ing the international monetary and fi-
nancial cooperation. The G20 remained 
instrumental in determining the uni-
versal response to the Global Financial 
Crisis.  This time in response to the 
COVID crises, economic development 
activities remained conspicuously un-
usual. Regardless of an initial pledge to 
take significant actions to maintain the 

global economy, the practical approach 
appeared to lack practical actions and 
measures from the G20. Approved in 
April 2020, actions predetermined in 
the G20 Action Plan incorporated a 
compilation of national monetary and 
fiscal policies. In the recent summit of 
2021, the leaders of the world’s twen-
ty biggest economies endorsed a global 
least tax designed to prevent big busi-
nesses from hiding profits in tax havens. 
And also, they decided to provide more 
COVID vaccines to underprivileged or 
underdeveloped nations.  The G20 sup-
ported further action to expand debt 
relief for underdeveloped countries 

and guaranteed to vaccinate 
70% of the world’s popula-

tion to defeat COVID-19 
by mid-2022.

Leaders at the lat-
est summit agreed to a 
minimum 15% tax as 
part of an attempt to 
make a steadier and 

unbiased internation-
al tax system. This way, 

many US internet giants 
such as Amazon, Google 

parent Alphabet, Facebook, 
and Apple have benefited from show-
ing themselves in low-tax countries 
to reduce their tax bills. These digital 
applications are the real targets of the 
latest global directive. The reform, bro-
kered by the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
and supported by 136 countries on be-
half of more than 90% of world GDP, 
has long been in the creation and is ex-
pected to achieve goals in 2023. How-
ever, the deadline can be altered due to 
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the ongoing global situation of the 
Covid crisis. Each country is taking 
part in the global agreement needs to 
adopt new legislation at the national 
level. There can be halts as well, and 
the current example of this is the US 
president Joe Biden who is facing 
harsh domestic opposition to the 
plan. However, at the G20 summit, 
it was decided to work on relevant 
working groups within the OECD and 
G20 to quickly develop the model 
system and multilateral instruments 
to guarantee that the latest regula-
tions will be promulgated globally in 
2023.

 After more than a decade of 
reform and practice of governance, 
G20 has become the chief forum for 
international monetary cooperation. 
It is more reliable and representative 
than any other relevant forums. This 
is because its members account for 
two-thirds of the world’s population 
and 86 percent of the world’s GDP. 
The emerging economy represented 
by China is another strong factor to 
augment the progress of this partic-
ular forum.  The forum has played a 
key leadership role on major inter-
national issues relating to global se-
curity, climate change and human de-
velopment, economic development, 
and economic stability, and develop-
ing strategies to defeat the COVID-19 
Pandemic. The term geo-economics 
has become familiar in the global 
arena, but it lacks an approved clas-
sification. Most generally, it is viewed 
that financial tool is used to achieve 
geopolitical objectives. Other defini-
tions overturn the ends and means, 
highlighting how 
flexing geopoliti-
cal muscle is used 
for financial con-
sequences. Large-
ly, one can think 
of geo-economics 
as the interaction 
of international 
economics, geo-
politics, and policy. 
Regarding geo-eco-
nomics, the most 
important state-
ment within the recent communiqué 
at the G20 summit was the connec-
tion to the international financial 
institutions and G20’s support for 

forming a Resilience and Sustainabil-
ity Trust (RST) within the IMF. The 
IMF planned the RST to channel its 
member states’ new Special Draw-
ing Rights (SDRs) allocations. It was 
also anticipated that mentioned pro-
posal had met a lukewarm response 
when presented to the IMF Executive 
Board in July. However, the G20 sup-
port means the proposal, which will 
necessitate $30 billion to $50 billion 
in funding over the next ten years, 
will approximately definitely be ve-
racity soon.  

The G20’s endorsement of the 
RST has been called a landmark 
achievement by analysts.  The group 
of 20 is regarded as the leading in-
ternational forum for monetary and 
financial cooperation. Evolution to-
wards a more resource-efficient and 
circular economy has earned rising 
political concentration across the 
globe. The CE notion is ever more 
seen as a central part of the world’s 
quest for new models for sustain-
able, green, and flexible expansion. 
Structuring superior social, environ-
mental, and economic elasticity in a 
post-pandemic world is now a vital 
subject of debate among policymak-
ers and commentators worldwide. 
Currently, the Italian government 
showed determination to include 
CE as one of the major priorities for 
international collaboration during 
the recent G20 summit. The G20 is 
a forum focused on advancing inter-
national collaboration and harmo-
nization among 20 main developed 
and emerging-market countries. It 
accounts for more than two-thirds 

of global material resource use and 
has, on standard, advanced growth 
rates for material use than the rest of 
the world. Based on present trends, 

the amount of material used in G20 
countries is predicted to increase 
from 65.4 billion tons in 2015 to 
142.2 billion tons by 2050. 

In the past few decades, univer-
sal material uses have tripled. The 
nonexistence of precise measures to 
counter such a trend is anticipated to 
double by 2060. It is also pertinent to 
mention that countries progressive-
ly are practicing power politics by 
financial means. Most growing pow-
ers have also become the agents of 
monetary statecraft. China, for exam-
ple, is using economics, investment, 
and trade to attain strategic power 
and get the global rise. Thus far, the 
way states employ economic power 
to chase strategic aims remains an 
understudied topic in International 
Political Economy and International 
Relations. The contributions to this 
volume assess geo-economics as a 
form of power politics. They aim to 
project power and security are no 
longer merely coupled to the phys-
ical control of territory by military 
means, but economic binds are im-
portant in contemporary globalized 
and extremely unified world. Cer-
tainly, as the volume shows, the apti-
tude to use economic power shapes a 
vital means in the foreign policies of 
key powers. 

In the current scenarios, G20 is 
also an example of geo-economics 
where those in power are striving to 
move ahead with their ideas and in-
fluence of political economy. In short, 
G20 is a global body established to 
deal with the international economy 
and move ahead in this regard. The 

recovery of the world 
economy in the Pandem-
ic is an important factor. 
How things will move 
ahead is still something 
to evolve with the strat-
egies under this particu-
lar forum.  By 2021, the 
global economic move-
ment has been improving 
at a firm pace. However, 
the recovery remains ex-
tremely different across 
and within countries. 

Therefore, G20 shows determination 
to use all existing tools for as long as 
necessary to deal with the unfavor-
able consequences of the Pandemic. 
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A chamber of commerce is 
a group of businesses that 
work together to advance 
the interests of city, region, 

state, or nation. These business net-
works are established voluntarily 
by business owners in various cit-
ies or states to promote business on 
behalf of the community, to achieve 
economic success and prosperity in 
business. Chambers of commerce 
may be found all around the world. 
These Chambers do not play any 
central or a direct role in formation 
of business-related laws or regula-
tions, However, their effective com-
munication and diverse activities 
play an important role to impact 
policy making and development of 
new rules. 

Chambers of commerce are 
professional entities established by 
enterprises to deliver key business 
benefits including credibility, social 
benefits for businesses, satisfaction, 
and perceived value. 

Chamber of commerce are es-
tablished to safeguard and promote 
the interests of business, foster 
pro-business landscape, improve 
quality of life, and achieve eco-
nomic prosperity. The significance 

of Chambers of Commerce has in-
creased due to following factors: 

1 Credibility
 Business Chambers aim to 

enhance connection and growth of 
members, which brings credibility 
to business.

2 Networking Opportuni-
ties 

Provides expensive network of 
area businesses looking to enhance 
connectivity.

3 Advocacy and Legislative 
Representation 

Business chambers 
ensure that members 
voice is heard.

4 Increase 
your visibility 
in the com-
munity 

T h e 
chamber pro-
vides mul-
tiples busi-
ness-to-busi-
n e s s 
opportunities for 
networking and 
connecting with oth-
er businesses.

5 Celebrate
Offer opportunities to mem-

bers to celebrate their success.
6 Educate 
Chambers host many events 

and speaker’s series over the year 
to educate its members. 

Historical Developments of 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry

Its the15th century, in Europe 
the chambers of commerce were 
significant entities or associations 

of the merchants and their mem-
bership was compulsory 

for the businessmen. 
Armenia’s Chamber 

of commerce was 
established in 
nineteenth cen-
tury to achieved 
s u s t a i n a b l e 
economic and 
political goals 
as the critical 

associations of 
trade owners.  Ar-

menia’s chamber of 
commerce was well 

organized due to its ef-
fectiveness in development 

and formation of legislative poli-

Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry

Credibility Netw
orking 

Opportunities

Advocacy and 

Legislative Rep-

resentation

Celebrate success
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uc
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cies regarding economic growth in 
private sectors. In beginning, com-
merce chambers were focused on 
the small enterprises and limited 
business activities.  In 1980s these 
chambers become significant orga-
nization for economic development 
due to efforts of ruler and industri-
alization development.  Econom-
ic development in rule areas and 
industrialization have catalyzed 
production-oriented organization 
along with trade that led to the for-
mation of chambers of commerce 
and industry as an organization. 

In other countries, such as 
Germany, Austria, the Netherlands, 
France, Spain, Luxembourg, Ita-
ly, Pakistan, etc. The Chambers of 
Commerce and other trade associa-
tions are private legal entities with 
a formal status recognized by the 
government and by public law and 
require voluntary membership. In 
subcontinent, the first Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry was estab-
lished by the Lahore’s businessmen 
and industrialists of Northern India 
in 1923 under the name of “North-
ern India Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry”. In 1947 on creation of 
“The Islamic Republic of Pakistan”, 
its name was changed to “West Paki-
stan Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry”. In 1960, the present name, 
“The Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry”, was adopted. Today, 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) ad-
vocates the collective opinion, con-
cern and aspiration of the private 
sector and offered helpful advice 
and solid assistance to the Gov-
ernment in its efforts to promote 
exports, encourage foreign invest-
ment and stimulate economic activ-
ity in the country. FPCCI has under 
its umbrella; 59 Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry, 17 Women’s 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, 
9 Chambers of Small Traders, 130 
All Pakistan Trade Associations, and 
7 Joint Chamber of Commerce rep-
resenting Industry, Trade and Ser-
vice sectors across Pakistan.

Subsequently Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI) and Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry ICCI) also 

play significant 
role to provide access to valuable 
resources, discounts, and relation-
ships that help businesses save 
money and market their products. 
R aw a l p i n d i  C h a m b e r  o f 
C o m m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y 
( RC C I ) :  S t r e n g t h e n i n g 
B u s i n e s s e s

Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI) is the 
premium business association of 
Pakistan established in 1952 and 
recognized in 1959 by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan. RCCI is the third 
largest chamber of Pakistan and is 
the house of over 7000 business af-
filiates. Today RCCI is proudly serv-
ing more than 8000 members which 
comprises large scale manufactur-
ers to home based small businesses. 
RCCI has played a vital role in the 
development of commercial, Indus-
trial and Economic activities in the 
region. RCCI is affiliated with the 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry, which 
itself is the member of the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry.

“Commitment toward mem-
ber’s business development through 
networking, policy advocacy and in-
novation and to further the national 
economic growth process.”

RCCI provides numerous ser-
vices and benefits to its members 

in-
cluding, RCCI Facilitation Services, 
RCCI Facilitation Services, Interna-
tional Chambers Partnerships, Aca-
demic and Research Partners, Local 
Institutions, Hotels, and airports. 

They key objectives of RCCI in-
cludes: 

• To promote the trade & in-
dustry in the Rawalpindi region.

• To develop a liaison be-
tween Industry and academia.

• Policy Advocacy to safe-
guard and protect the rights of busi-
ness community.

• To serve as a bridge be-
tween the Business Community and 
Government Functionaries.

• To develop a liaison be-
tween Industry and academia.

• Developing a consortium 
with national and international 
chambers and business associa-
tions.

• To enhance the regional and 
national exports through non-tradi-
tional measures.

Rawalpindi Chamber has made 
significant achievements in recent 
past, preview of some is as

under:
• Established Islamabad 

Stock Exchange in 1989
• Established Rawalpindi Dry 

port in 1990.
• Established first and only 

Industrial Estate in private sector.

Economy & Finance
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Rawalpindi Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry: Top Ex-
ecutives    

Chaudhary Nadeem Rauf is cur-
rent President of RCCI. Chaudhary 
Nadeem Rauf is the director of Arco 
International which is related to 
the manufacturing of prefabricated 
structures and insulated sandwich 
panels. He has previously served 
as the chapter chairman for HVACR 
Society Islamabad chapter. He was 
also the president of the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHRAE) for north Pakistan. He 
has had the honour of serving as the 
vice president of RCCI for the year 
2012-2013 and has been a part of 
many different committees formed 
under RCCI over the past few years. 

Rawalpindi Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry: Or-
ganizational Bodies

Business Resource Centre 
(BRC) Department

Business Resource Centre 
(BRC) was instituted in late 2000. 
Ever since its establishment, BRC 
is positively committed to facilitate 
business community of Rawalpindi 
by engaging rigorously in research, 
discussions and consultations along 
with fostering ideas for RCCI mem-
bers and stakeholders to widen 
the bases of businesses to achieve 
better outcomes through lobbying 
on their behalf. Small and medium 
size enterprises dominate the bulk 
of RCCI’s membership. The BRC 
department, together with the gov-
ernment of Pakistan, interact with 
micro and macro businesses, by pro-

viding them futuristic vision, quality 
managerial and innovative options 
to improve their competitiveness. 
Moreover, BRC department take up 
the issues, that affect RCCI mem-
bers, seriously.

International Affairs Depart-
ment

The department of internation-
al affairs is responsible to facilitate 
members who are 
interested in do-
ing business with 
foreign countries. 
The role of this 
department is to 
find the potential 
areas in order to 
give the exposure 
to our members 
in international 
markets by for-
mulating business 
delegations. Be-
sides visa facili-
tation, we make arrangements for 
travel and accommodation, B2B and 
B2C meetings in different countries 
during the visit. The Department of 
International Affairs is also playing 
a large role by providing the facility 

of visa recommendation letters to 
our members. RCCI strive to deliver 
the best to our members and facili-
tate to explore new avenues for your 
business.

 RCCI fairs & exhibitions de-
partment is the top-notch resource 
for the development of business, we 
provide our valuable members the 
most accredited platform for the ex-

ponential growth of their business 
around the globe. Our basic aim is 
to give each & every event and ex-
hibition a different meaning and a 
vision with true professionalism 
to pave the roads of the corporate 
& consumer exhibitions. RCCI fairs 
and exhibition department endow 
with exposure to the world’s lead-
ing markets as well as networking 
opportunities to its exhibitors. RCCI 
fairs & exhibitions offers numerous 
vibrant and well-attended events in-
cluding exhibitions and conferences 
at national and international level 
that gives access to business con-
tacts and build network by increas-
ing visibility through these opportu-
nities.
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The Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) was 
established in 1984 and incorpo-
rated under the Companies Act VII 
of 1913 on 26th August, 1984 as a 
Limited Company by Guarantee. Its 
registered office is situated in Is-
lamabad and its jurisdiction encom-
passes the entire Federal Capital 
Area (urban and rural). The Cham-
ber is affiliated with the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) an apex body 
of Chambers & Associations at the 
national level which is a member of 
the international Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry. The affairs of 
the Chamber are looked after by an 
elected Executive Committee head-
ed by the President and assisted by 
two Vice Presidents. The adminis-
trative matters are dealt with by the 
Secretary General. Sub-Committees 
are formed by the Executive Com-
mittee to formulate proposals and 
recommendations for the consider-
ation of relevant stakeholder orga-
nizations. The main areas covered 
by these sub-committees include 
trade promotion, industrial & SME 
development through local and for-
eign trade investment, income tax 
& sales tax customs, banking & fi-
nance, energy efficiency and conser-
vation, environment, tourism pro-
motion, youth and women economic 
empowerment etc. 

 As the premier Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry of Northern 
Region with national and interna-
tional linkage, ICCI shall continue to 
enhance its leadership role by being 
proactive and providing quality ser-
vices to its members and to act as a 
catalyst for rapid economic devel-
opment in this region through pro-
motion of trade, industry, services 
sector, youth entrepreneurship cul-
ture and women economic empow-
erment.

As the premier Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry of Northern 
Region with national and interna-

tional linkage, ICCI continues to en-
hance its leadership role by being 
proactive and providing quality ser-
vices to its members and to act as a 
catalyst for rapid economic develop-
ment in this region through promo-
tion of trade, industry, services sec-
tor, youth entrepreneurship culture 
and women economic empower-
ment. To make ICCI a leading and a 
role model trade organization in the 
country, it is taking growth-oriented 
initiatives and adopting best inter-
national practices for the promotion 
of trade, industry and services sec-
tor.

President ICCI: Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir

The election for ICCI were held 
on September 20, 2021 and result 
announcement ceremony for the 
office bearers of Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
for the year 2021-22 was held at 
Chamber House. Chaudhary Abdul 
Ghaffar, Chief Election Commission 
announced the results. Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir was elected as Pres-
ident, Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Se-
nior Vice President and Muhammad 
Faheem Khan as Vice President ICCI. 
All the candidates were elected un-
opposed, and they will formally take 
the charge of their portfolios on 1st 
October 2021.

Aims and Objectives
The aims and objectives of the 

Chamber include: 
• to advance, develop, protect, 

safeguard and promote the rights, 
interests and privi-
leges of the traders, 
industrialists and 
service providers in 
the Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory.

• to organize 
individuals, firms, 
companies and cor-
porations engaged 
in various Trades, 
Industries and ser-
vices in the area     

 
covered by it by enrolling 
them as its Members.

• to inculcate, foster and stim-
ulate the spirit of mutual self-help 
on principles of co-operation and 
co-ordination among Members of 
the Chamber.

• to diffuse among the Mem-
bers information affecting trade, 
industry, services and commerce 
through print and electronic media, 
establishment of television station, 
to collect, print, publish, issue and 
circulate newspapers, bulletins, pe-
riodicals, books on statistics and 
such other publications as may be 
deemed to be conducive to the ob-
jects of the Chamber.

• to render technical, manage-
rial supervisory and advisory assis-
tance to the Members.

ICCI’s Activities
ICCI has representation at var-

ious Government Advisory Boards, 
committees and academia. At these 
forums Chamber highlights issues 

of trade, industry and 
services sectors and 
gives them recom-
mendations for policy 
reforms and to take 
measures for promot-
ing trading, industrial 
and services sector ac-
tivities by creating an 
environment for ease 
of doing business.

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry: An Overview

Economy & Finance
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Tribute 

Pakistan and Qatar have been 
enjoying deep-rooted and 
robust ties since the begin-
ning of diplomatic relations 

in the early seventies. In further 
strengthening the ties between 
these countries, Mr. Sheikh Saoud 
bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani, Ambassador of Qa-
tar to the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, has played a 
vital role since 2020. Mr. 
Sheikh Saoud bin Abdul-
rahman’s services in fur-
ther deepening brotherly 
bilateral ties between Qa-
tar and Pakistan are com-
mendable. He has also 
earned massive respect in 
the diplomatic circle and 
among the leadership of 
Pakistan. 

Sheikh Saoud bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Faisal Al-
Thani has joined the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs as 
Ambassador in 2019. He has served 
in several positions in Qatar Armed 
Forces and Qatar Emiri Air Force, 
and his military experience also in-
cluded coordinating International 
Military Cooperation at several po-
sitions. Ambassador Sheikh Saoud 
bin Abdulrahman bin Faisal Al-Thani 
holds an Executive Master of Busi-

ness Administration from Plymouth 
University from the UK in 2017. He 
has completed the postgraduate 
program in international strategic 
studies, with a focus on security, po-
litical, diplomatic, economic, and so-
cial issues from The Royal College of 

Defiance Studies in Britain in 2010. 
He has obtained a bachelor’s degree 
in aviation science from King Faisal 
Air College in Riyadh in 1989.

In 2020, he was appointed as 
Qatar’s Ambassador to Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan. Since 2020, he 
has been very active and dynamic 
role for further strengthening ties 

between Pakistan and Qatar. As rep-
resentatives of the State of Qatar, 
he has been successful in his aim to 
strengthening the role of the State 
of Qatar and promoting its mission, 
which essentially seeks to achieve 
international peace as well as eco-

nomic, environmen-
tal, educational, and 
socio-cultural devel-
opment. Recently, Mr. 
Sheikh Saoud bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani 
met Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, Imran 
Khan, and conveyed 
greetings of the lead-
ership of Qatar to 
the Prime Minister. 
Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan expressed 
Pakistan’s desire to 
strengthen bilateral 
ties with Qatar in di-
verse fields. In con-
clusion, H.E Sheikh 

Saoud bin Abdulrahman bin Faisal 
Al-Thani is a distinguished diplomat 
and among the very few diplomats 
who have gained immense admira-
tion and recognition in a very short 
period in Pakistan. 

   

HE Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani
Ambassador of Qatar to Pakistan
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Shavkat Miromonovich Mirzi-
yoyev is currently serving as 
President of Uzbekistan and 
Supreme Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces of Uzbekistan 
since 2016. Previously, President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev was the Prime 
Minister of Uzbekistan from 2003 
to 2016. Recently in October 2021, 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev won 
the elections of the President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan with 80.1 
percent of the total number of voters.

President Mirziyoyev was born 
on 24 July 1957 in the Zaamin dis-
trict of Jizzakh region in the family of 
doctors. He holds a Candidate Ph.D. 
degree in Technological Sciences. 
President Mirziyoyev started his ca-
reer at the Tashkent Institute of En-
gineers of Irrigation and Mechaniza-
tion of Agriculture, where he worked 
as a junior research fellow, senior 
lecturer, associate professor, and 
eventually Vice-Rector for academic 
affairs. President Shavkat joined the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
in the late 1980s. In 1990, he was 
elected as deputy of the Supreme 
Council of the republic, and at the 
same time served as Chairman of the 
Credentials Committee.

In 1992, President Shavkat Mir-
ziyoyev was appointed Hokim (Gov-
ernor) of Mirzo Ulugbek district of 
Tashkent city. In 1996-2001, Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev worked as 
Hokim of Jizzakh region, in 2001-
2003 Hokim of Samarkand region, 
and made an outstanding contribu-
tion to the socio-economic develop-
ment of the above-mentioned dis-
tricts and regions. While working 
in the executive branch as deputy 
of the Oliy Majlis of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan from 1995-2003, Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev was active-
ly involved in the elaboration and 
adoption of important legislative 
acts directed at the political and so-
cio-economic development of the 

country.
In order to uplift the liv-

ing and working conditions 
of people, President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev took effective 
measures for large-scale con-
struction and improvement 
works in all regions of the 
country, to improve the quali-
ty of public services, integrated 
development of cities and 
districts, including 
remote rural ar-
eas. Analysts 
believe that 
P r e s i d e n t 
Mirziyoyev 
wishes to 
enter in 
history as 
a reformer. 
As head 
of gov-
ernment, 
he has 
s h o w n 
tremen-
d o u s 
a b i l i -
ties and outstanding leadership in 
the implementation of wide-rang-
ing socio-economic reforms, in the 
modernization and improvement of 
the country, the realization of major 
and unique projects, development 
and protection of private property, 
radical increase in the share of small 
business and private enterprise in 
the economy and consolidation of 
their legal security.

President Mirziyoyev lifted 
controls on hard currency, helping 
encourage foreign investment, and 
moved to patch up foreign relations 
that had soured under previous rul

s. President Mirziyoyev im-
proved relations with world players 
such as Russia, China and the West, 
while also resolving conflicts with 
neighbors including establishing 

p e a c e -
ful interaction with Afghanistan.

In May 2018, President Mirzi-
yoyev was also nominated as a can-
didate for the Nobel Peace Prize by 
Olimzhon Tukhtanazarov, who is a 
representative of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party. At the end of that 
year, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
was named the “Asian of the Year of 
2018” by the Asia Journalist Associa-
tion (AJA). Over many years of fruit-
ful work in government and adminis-
tration, for enormous contribution to 
the development of the country, im-
provement of the welfare of people, 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev was awarded the 
“Mehnat Shuhrati” (Glory of Work) 
and “Fidokorona Khizmatlari Uchun” 
(For Selfless Service).

Shavkat Mirziyoyev
President of Uzbekistan

World Leader
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China’s Western 
Horizon: Beijing and 
the New Geopolitics 
of Eurasia

Daniel S. Markey (Oxford University Press, 2020, 313 Pages)

Contemporary academic and 
policy literature on China 
and its universal goals focus 
on the country’s external ac-

tions and its motivations along with 
the response options to the United 
States (US). Western analysts have 
mainly highlighted the develop-
ment projects like Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) in their literature. 
They particularly analyze the fea-
sibility, risk, and potential security 
propositions while seeking to com-
prehend how this extended reach 
will influence China’s rise through 
the lens of great-power antagonism 
rather than regional development. 
BRI’s eastward-facing maritime 
projects have received compara-
tively more concentration than its 
westward continental plans, given 
their immediate impact on the US 
allies and interests in the Indo-Pa-
cific region. It is also pertinent to 
mention that whatever have done 
to examine China’s mounting con-
nection across its western periph-
ery have had a propensity to con-
template on individual countries or 
sub-regions rather than presenting 
a broader, proportional analysis. 
Daniel Markey’s remarkable and 
well-timed book, China’s Western 
Horizon: Beijing and the New Geo-
politics of Eurasia, carefully supple-
ments these approaches in three 
prominent ways. 

Firstly, Markey focuses on local 
entities being the center of his anal-
ysis, distinguishing their functions 
as representatives able enough to 
form the range and impact of Chi-
nese regional investment. He effec-
tively draws the trajectories of Chi-
na’s relations across the region and 
better assesses the implications 
and expected future guidelines of 

Beijing’s commitment. This ap-
proach gives a comprehensive 
perceptive of how local entities 
direct and use Chinese resourc-
es for their own personal and 
political aims, which affects the 
course of individual projects 
and BRI in the collective. This 
focal point also permits Markey to 
review the multifaceted ways in 
which China’s position is expect-
ed to expand in individual states, 
sub-regions and across Eurasia as 
a whole. 

Secondly, Markey centers his 
analysis on Eurasia, a region less of-
ten considered in the perspective of 
Chinese engagement and one often 
unnaturally alienated by Western 
analysts into its parts as South Asia, 
Central Asia, and the Middle East. 
At the same time, going to choose 
this way, he does not claim that the 
United States should treat Eurasia 
as uniformly fundamental to its in-
terests as it does the maritime In-
do-Pacific. Instead, he distinguishes 
the historical and geopolitical sig-
nificance that Eurasia holds from 
Beijing’s perspective as the “great-
er Middle East” and builds a case 
for its learning as a broader unit. 

Thirdly, Markey takes a com-
parative approach that draws to-
gether threads from the accessible 
state- and regional-level studies 
of Chinese engagement to disclose 
general trends across these con-
nected contexts. Without arguing 
these domestic and sub-region-
al dynamics, he further explains 
more or less productively steered 
local and regional veracities. This 
approach is predominantly helpful 
for local officials looking to find out 
something from the experiences 
of likewise positioned states along 

this new Silk Road and for Western 
policymakers standardizing a suit-
able retort to China’s Eurasian ap-
proaches. Therefore, Markey iden-
tifies and suggests better tailoring 
the US policy responses based on 
a profound understanding of local 
and regional dynamics, insights of 
China, and its rendezvous in each 
country. A one-size-fits-all ap-
proach would menace over com-
mitting the United States in areas 
lacking a clear national interest, un-
der-engaging in other areas more 
significant to the US objectives, 
missing possible opportunities for 
teamwork with China, and missed 
precise rising threats beyond the 
broader competition between Chi-
na and the US. By requirement 
given time-span and capacity con-
straints, Markey focuses his anal-
ysis on Pakistan, Kazakhstan, and 
Iran in unfolding regional dynamics 
and enmities in South Asia, Central 
Asia, and the Middle East. 

The contribution of this book 
to the study of China’s outer reach is 
noteworthy as it highlights the local 
entities determining BRI’s capacity 
and the focus it brings to Beijing’s 
continental plans, along with the 
frequent tensions it draws together 
a broad region. It highlights the fu-
ture policy of China’s engagement 
in Eurasia, likely to be determined 
by the convergence of these factors 
and the significant trajectory of the 
US-China relations.

Book Review
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Book Review

China launched a new Gaofen-3 
02 remote-sensing satellite 
aboard a Long March-4C car-
rier rocket from Jiuquan Sat-

ellite Launch Center in northwest 
China at 7:45 am on 23rd November 
2021. The Earth-observation satel-
lite has since successfully entered 
its predetermined orbit. Featuring 
12 imaging modes, the satellite can 
meet the application requirements 
in multiple fields, including ocean, 
emergency management, land re-
sources, geology, ecological and 
environmental protection, water 
conservancy, agriculture, and mete-
orology. It will network with the or-
biting Gaofen-3 01 satellite to form 
a land-sea radar satellite constella-
tion.

The Long March-4C rocket is a 
three-stage carrier rocket powered 
by liquid fuel under normal tem-
perature. It can launch various types 
of satellites to different orbits and 
is also able to launch multiple satel-
lites in a single mission. The rocket 
launched was also equipped with a 
relay user terminal system, a piece of 
technology previously tested during 
a flight mission from the Taiyuan 
Satellite Launch Center, to test its 
adaptability further. Once applied, 

the system can be an alternative to 
ocean-going survey ships to conduct 
maritime measurement and control 
for the Long March-4C rocket. This 
launch was the 12th mission of the 
Long March-4 rocket series in 2021 
and the 398th flight mission for the 
Long March rocket series. 

Gaofen satellites form the ci-
vilian China High-resolution Earth 
Observation System (CHEOS) com-
prised of optical, multispectral, hy-
perspectral and synthetic aperture 
radar satellites. Resolution capa-

bilities and other information pub-
lished for lower numbered Gaofen 
series satellites. 

Earlier, China launched a re-
mote-sensing satellite from Taiyuan 
Satellite Launch Center in north Chi-
na’s Shanxi Province on Saturday. 
The Gaofen-11 03, sent by a Long 
March-4B carrier rocket blasted off 
at 9:51 am Beijing Time, entered the 
preset orbit. It was the 397th flight 
mission of the Long March rocket 
series. 

China Launches New Stellite for 
Earth Observation

Tech
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President COPAIR, Ms. Amna Munawar Awan, par-
ticipated in an International conference organized 
by International Schiller Institute. Ms. Amna pre-
sented her views on “Socio Economic condition in 

Afghanistan and role of Global Community”.  She broadly 
talked about Afghanistan’s economic condition and poli-
cy recommendations for international community. 

Explaining the post-withdrawal dynamics of Af-
ghanistan, she said, since the withdrawal of US and NATO 
troops on 15 August 2021, a new interim Taliban-led 
government is now in power in Afghanistan. The flows of 
international aid and development assistance which the 
country largely depended on for its advancement prior 
to 15 August 2021 have been almost entirely disrupted. 
In addition, the International donor agencies like World 
Bank, the IMF, the Asian Development Bank and the EU 
decided to freeze budgeted project funding, payments 
to Afghanistan, Afghan-owned assets abroad, as well as 
official development assistance plans. She highlighted, 
the new phase of reconstruction and state re-building in 
Afghanistan may hence be passed on to other regional 
actors, such as Pakistan, China and Russia.

While discussing the Afghanistan’s Economic Con-
dition, she said, Afghanistan is among the poorest na-
tions in the world. According to the UN 2020 Human 
Development Report on the country. The United Nations 
Development Program (UNDP) defines multidimension-
al poverty as deprivation in health, education and stan-
dard of living. The report also indicates that the gross 
national income (GNI) per capita decreased by roughly 
10% in the last 30 years. She further said that, currently, 
the Afghan economy does not produce enough revenue 
to provide even basic needs such as food or power for 
its citizens. The country is in desperate need for foreign 
assistance in order to spur renewal and growth.

She further said, there are no available positions 
for other ethnic groups, women, and minorities in the 
Taliban’s caretaker government. This has highlighted 
the Taliban’s neglect of the civil and political rights of 
the population and demonstrated their refusal to com-
promise. Harsh rules placed on youth, public executions, 
discriminatory behavior against minorities, and the lack 
of representation in government have discouraged peo-
ple from participating and re engaging in societal affairs.

W h i l e 
building on 
the emerging 
economic and 
g o v e r n a n c e 
situation, Ms. 
Amna present-
ed important 
policy recom-
mendations for 

International Com-
munity.

I. P ro g ra m s 
could also include 
a discourse com-
ponent to provide 
a safe opportuni-
ty for individuals 
from different sec-
tors to engage in 
critical reflection 
and dialogue on socio-economic issues.

II. For humanitarian and development assistance of 
Afghanistan International community should convene a 
donors’ platform to galvanize the world to help Afghan-
istan’s civil society and humanitarian organizations de-
velop a consistent plan with pragmatic benchmarks and 
long-term continued support to address this human se-
curity crisis.

III. Securing the resumption of financial flows by 
providing refinancing and cash to banks in the economy 
which is largely cash-based and in which only 15% of the 
population have access to traditional banking services.

IV. Partnering with foreign academic institutions 
and governments for providing tertiary education op-
portunities in Afghanistan or abroad.

V. Troika Plus - Islamabad hosting a meeting com-
prising Pakistan, China, Russia, and the United States to 
discuss the latest situation in Afghanistan.

Ms. Amna further presented new level of practical 
policy option for Pakistan which identifies the following 
main priorities:

• Regional Cooperation for Economic Relief
• Humanitarian Assistance Package
• Enhancing Role of Regional Organizations
• Protection and Security of Investors
• Focus on Long-term Economic Goals
• Support for Inclusive Government
• Support for Development Assistance Projects
• Connectivity Through Infrastructure
Ms. Amna Munawar summarized her address by say-

ing that peace in South Asia depends largely on peaceful 
Afghanistan. Pakistan appreciates the new government 
in Kabul to form an inclusive government, secure peace, 
and stability, and achieve economic development in the 
country.

Socio-economic conditions in Afghanistan and 
role of the Global Community

Peace in South Asia depends largely on 
peaceful Afghanistan. Pakistan appre-
ciates the new government in Kabul to 
form an inclusive government, secure 
peace, and stability, and achieve eco-

nomic development 
in the country

Special Report
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Special Report

Amna Munwar Awan wins Forbes prestigious 
Businesswoman Award in Real Estate Sector President Center of Pakistan and 

International Relations (COPAIR), 
Ms. Amna Munawar Awan present-
ed her remarks in an International 
conference “Pakistan-Uzbekistan 
Women Entrepreneurial Connectivi-
ty: Exploring Future Prospects”. The 
conference was jointly organized by 
the Center for Global and Strategic 
Studies (CGSS) and Embassy of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan, and Uzbeki-
stan Businesswomen Association, 
Tashkent. 

Ms. Amna Munawar, President 
COPAIR, from Pakistan said that 
there is a need to collaborate in the 
pharmaceutical and textile sectors. 
She further said that both Uzbeki-
stan and Pakistan should explore the 
possibilities of connecting women 
entrepreneurs. She highlighted the 
prospects of collaborating in con-
struction and building. She stated 
that we would like to get connected 
with the craftsman of Uzbekistan 
to implement their designs in Paki-
stan. Ms. Amna also highlighted that 
the best way to connect women is 
through Information Communica-
tion Technology. In this aspect, we 
can help startups, Small and mid-
size enterprises, and entrepreneurs 
to organize training for students and 
fresh entrepreneurs. Furthermore, 
organizing public talks for women 
to share their success stories is also 
very important.

The conference commenced 
with the remarks of Ms. Gulnora 
Makhmudova, Chairperson, and 
Business Women Association of Uz-
bekistan. She extended gratitude 
to the Center for Global & Strategic 
Studies (CGSS), Islamabad, and the 
Embassy of Uzbekistan in Pakistan 
for the support and guidance to 
women entrepreneurs of Uzbeki-

stan. She highlighted that coopera-
tion between women of both coun-
tries is very important for Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan as they have a huge 
potential in economic partnerships, 
specifically in entrepreneurship. Ms. 
Madiha Ghaffar, Media, and Commu-
nication Manager, Center for Global & 
Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad 
stated that Uzbekistan and Pakistan 
have always shared great historical, 
cultural, and religious ties. Under the 
present leadership of Uzbekistan, 
the year 2021 has witnessed an im-
pressive improvement in the bilat-
eral trade relations of Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan. Women Entrepreneurs 
from both countries can play a vital 
role in facilitating this connectivity 
by exploring the possible areas of 
collaboration.

Ms. Odilbekova Dilnoza, Rep-
resentative of the Business Women 
Association of Uzbekistan stated 
that multicultural Marketing is to 
recognize different ethnicities and 
cultures in consumer base. This 
marketing strategy also focuses on 
subgroups such as gender, age, dis-
ability, and religion of the target 
audience. She stated that a brand 
is always recommended to refrain 
from stereotyping cultures and make 
effort to understand its consumers’ 
culture. Ms. Zamira Yunusova, Spe-
cialist, Ministry of Textile Industry 
of Uzbekistan stated that the textile 
industry contributes greatly to the 
economy of Uzbekistan. She gave 
a detailed presentation explaining 
the textile factories in the country 
that are operated and run by wom-
en. These companies have a board of 
directors in the factory, international 
counselors, advertising and market-

ing departments as well they par-
ticipate in international exhibitions. 
Ms. Zamira stated that Uzbekistan’s 
designers work in specific design 
centers to create new designs, illus-
trate international clothing and also 
exhibit them. She also shared that 
they exhibited oriental clothing in 
Pakistan and had a great experience 
with the market and audience in Pa-
kistan. While concluding her speech, 
she stated that the main focus is to 
develop smart textile technologies in 
Uzbekistan that will enhance export 
internationally.

H.E Aybek Arif Usmanov, Am-
bassador of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan to Pakistan graced the confer-
ence with his remarks. He extended 
his gratitude to CGSS and its entire 
team. He also mentioned the experts 
from the University of the Punjab, 
Lahore, and MNS University of Ag-
riculture, Multan. H.E Aybek Arif 
Usmanov stated that Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan have shared ties for a 
very long time. Moreover, the recent 
developments and official visits have 
helped our relations to grow dynam-
ically. 

The conference brought to-
gether women entrepreneurs and 
relevant subject experts at a single 
platform for a fruitful discussion. 
The significant subject discussions 
addressed the challenges faced in 
developing entrepreneurial linkages 
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
and presented constructive solu-
tions through discussion and linkag-
es. The conference was attended by 
the women entrepreneurs, business-
women, students, and women from 
various sectors of Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan.

“Pakistan-Uzbekistan Women Entrepreneurial Connectivity: 
Exploring Future Prospects”

Special Report
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Amna Munawar Awan 
receives “Woman Business 

Leader Award” from the 
Prime Minister of Srilanka 

Mahinda Rajapaksa
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Amna Munwar Awan wins Forbes prestigious 
“Business woman Award” in Real Estate Sector 

 
Pakistan’s Biggest Property Expo at 

Festival Arena of Dubai 
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Pakistan and Spain Celebrates 70th Anniversary 
of Diplomatic Relations 
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Pakistan hosts Troika Plus meeting in Islamabad



News Updates

52 / Melange  December 2021

 

Amna Munwar Awan Honored with Forbes Prestigious 
Businesswoman Award in Real Estate Sector

Uzbek Delegation Visits Torkham Border, 
PMA Kakul

Foreign Secretary received Special Representative of 
Australia on Afghanistan 

    Promotion of IT sector imperative for development of 
country: President Alvi

ISLAMABAD: The five-member Uzbek delegation, led by Lt. Gen. Victor Makhmudov vis-
ited to Torkham. Minister of Commerce, Abdul Razak Dawood and National Security Ad-
visor, Dr. Moeed Yusuf and other senior officials of the National Security Division were 
also present on the occasion. The visiting delegation received a briefing by the relevant 
authorities at Michni post, besides witnessing arrival of cargo trucks from Uzbekistan. 
The visit to Torkham by Uzbek delegation shows that the region is increasingly pivoting 
around the Geo-economic paradigm whose core component is are: regional connectivity. 
This underscores the immense benefits awaiting to be reaped by all the regional coun-
tries and symbolizes that connectivity is the future of the region.

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood received Special Representative of Aus-
tralia on Afghanistan, Mr. Daniel Sloper. During the meeting, the Foreign Secretary shared 
Pakistan’s perspective on the latest developments in Afghanistan and the way forward. 
Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood highlighting that the latest situation provided an op-
portunity to end the 40-year long conflict in Afghanistan, underscored the importance of 
international community’s sustained engagement to help promote the shared objectives 
of a peaceful, stable, sovereign and prosperous Afghanistan. While noting that it was en-
couraging to see the international community constructively engaging with Afghanistan, 
he also cautioned against the forces that could play the role of ‘spoilers’. Special Repre-
sentative Daniel Sloper thanked the Government of Pakistan for the assistance extended 
to Australia. 

DUBAI: Leading Pakistani Businesswoman Amna Munwar Awan wins Forbes prestigious 
Award in Real Estate Sector. In a highly anticipated award ceremony hosted by Forbes 
Middle East, The independent panel of judges adjudged Amna Munawar as most success-
ful Businesswoman in Real Estate Sector.Pertinent to mention that, the award winner has 
shown resilience, flexibility, and strength in the face of unprecedented adversity, both in 
the in Real Estate Sector and strategic development of the country. This accomplishment 
is an encouraging sign for the Pakistani women that are striving have to make a major 
entrance into the more lucrative commercial market.

PESHAWAR: President Dr. Arif Alvi said rapid innovations and advancements had been 
made in science and technology in the world and a paradigm shift was imperative in our 
engineering disciplines, scientific concepts and analytical thinking for sustainable eco-
nomic growth and prosperity of the country. He was addressing a function of the students 
and faculty members of the University of Engineering and Technology (UET), Peshawar 
after inauguration of state-of-the art Artificial Intelligence and Cyber Security Laboratory 
at the premier engineering university of Pakistan. The President said science and engi-
neering technologies were making an advancement with fast pace in world and impor-
tance of virtual and online education system increased manifold.
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International community holds moral obligation to avert 
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan: PM Khan

 

COAS reiterates need for global convergence on 
Afghanistan, ISPR

“We are still knocking on the door of climate 
catastrophe”, Antonio Guterres

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has said the international community has a mor-
al obligation to avert humanitarian disaster in Afghanistan. In a tweet, the Prime Minis-
ter said he had been warning of humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and now the World 
Food Program Chief has also issued an alert. He said Pakistan will continue to provide all 
possible relief to the neighbouring country but international community must also act 
now. The Federal Cabinet has decided to send sufficient amount of wheat flour and rice 
to Afghanistan to help Afghan people dealing emerging humanitarian crisis. This was an-
nounced by Minister for Information and Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, while 
briefing media in Islamabad this afternoon about the decisions taken at the cabinet meet-
ing, which held in the federal capital with Prime Minister Imran Khan in the chair

RAWALPINDI: H. E. Christian Turner, British High Commissioner called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ. During the meeting, matters of mutual 
interest, regional security situation including the recent developments in Afghanistan 
were discussed. COAS said that Pakistan values UK’s role in global and regional affairs 
and we look forward to enhance our bilateral relationship. COAS reiterated the need 
for global convergence on Afghanistan for avoiding humanitarian crisis and coordinated 
efforts for economic uplift of the Afghan people. The visiting dignitary appreciated Paki-
stan’s role in Afghan situation, efforts for regional stability and pledged to play their role 
for further improvement in diplomatic cooperation with Pakistan at all levels. Earlier, 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) visited Armoured Corps Regi-
mental Centre Nowshehra.  COAS laid floral wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada and offered Fathea for Martyrs.

ISLAMABAD: The Special Representatives/Envoys for Afghanistan from China, Russian 
Federation, United States and Pakistan participated in the Troika Plus meeting in Islam-
abad on 11 November 2021. The meeting was inaugurated by Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi. “Pakistan attaches high importance to the Troika Plus mechanism on 
the situation in Afghanistan”, he said. Pakistan hopes that deliberations of the Troika Plus 
meeting would contribute to the ongoing efforts for achieving lasting peace and stabil-
ity in Afghanistan. The senior Pakistani official said the meeting is “primarily aimed at, 
finding ways to avert a humanitarian crisis and to look into possibilities of setting up an 
inclusive government in Afghanistan.”

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres on Sunday described as a 
“compromise” the outcome of the COP26 climate conference in Glasgow, Scotland, and 
called for stepped up action towards keeping global temperature rise within 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. Reacting to the outcome document adopted by nearly 200 countries at the end 
of the two-week meeting, the UN chief also called upon member states to phase out the 
usage of coal and protect vulnerable communities from the impacts of climate change. 
“Our fragile planet is hanging by a thread. We are still knocking on the door of climate ca-
tastrophe,” he said. The UN chief added that it is time to go “into emergency mode”, ending 
fossil fuel subsidies, phasing out coal, putting a price on carbon, protecting vulnerable 

communities, and delivering the $100 billion climate finance commitment.

News Updates

Pakistan attaches high importance to 
Trokia Plus mechanism: FO
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News Update

President COPAIR calls for collective efforts to avert
 Afghanistan’s Humanitarian Crisis

PNS ALAMGIR Visits Port AKSAZ (Turkey) and 
Participates in Naval Drill

President COPAIR calls for multi-dimensional 
Pak-Uzbek Women Entrepreneurial engagement

Parliament passes bill on EVMs, right of vote to 
overseas Pakistanis

ISLAMABAD: President Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) – Amna 
Munwar Awan, while speaking at Schiller Institute International Conference said that re-
gional and global powers must prioritize and formulate a collective approach to address 
the Afghan crisis. During her virtual address, she highlighted that since the withdrawal of 
US and NATO troops on 15 August 2021, a new interim Taliban-led government is now in 
power in Afghanistan. The flows of international aid and development assistance which 
the country largely depended on for its advancement prior to 15 August 2021 have been 
almost entirely disrupted. The International donor agencies like World Bank, the IMF, the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the EU decided to freeze budgeted project funding, 
payments to Afghanistan, Afghan-owned assets abroad, as well as official development 
assistance plans, she added.

An Online International Conference “Pakistan-Uzbekistan Women Entrepreneurial Con-
nectivity: Exploring Future Prospects” was jointly organized by the Center for Global & 
Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad, Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Islamabad, & 
Uzbekistan Business Women Association, Tashkent. Ms. Amna Malik, President COPAIR, 
AMG & Melange Media Group from Pakistan shared that there is a need to collaborate 
in the pharmaceutical and textile sectors. She was of the view that both Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan should explore the possibilities of connecting women entrepreneurs. She high-
lighted the prospects of collaborating in construction and building. She stated that we 
would like to get connected with the craftsman of Uzbekistan to implement their designs 

in Pakistan. Ms. Amna also highlighted that the best way to connect women is through ICT. 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship ALAMGIR visited AKSAZ Naval Base, Turkey, and partic-
ipated in Multinational Exercise DOGU AKDENIZ-21 conducted in the Mediterranean Sea. 
Vice Admiral Zahid Ilyas represented Pakistan Navy in a Multinational Exercise. Upon ar-
rival at the port, the ship was received by Naval Attaché of Pakistan at Ankara, Command-
er of 2nd Turkish Destroyer Squadron, and officials from the Turkish Navy. During the 
port stay, Mission Commander Commodore Azhar Mahmood along with Commanding 
Officer PNS ALAMGIR called on Turkish Navy high-ranking officials including Command-
er Turkish Maritime Forces.

ISLAMABAD: Amid opposition uproar, the Joint Sitting of the Parliament  passed the Elec-
tions (Second Amendment) Bill, 2021 with majority votes by rejecting all amendments 
proposed by the opposition benches. During his election campaign, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan had pledged to give overseas Pakistanis a “greater stake” in the country’s elec-
toral process, and one of the goals the ruling party had set to achieve was ensuring their 
voting right. Last week, PM Imran had also said that the government’s upcoming bill 
on the use of EVMs was “not for vested interests, but a step towards a free and fair next 
general election”. Advisor the Prime Minister on Parliamentary Affairs Dr Zaheer-un-Din 
Babar Awan piloted the bill in the House and the motion to consider the bill was passed 
with majority vote.

News Updates
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Pakistan welcomes Sikh pilgrims arriving in to mark 
Guru Nanak’s birth celebrations

Pak-China to establish Center of Excellence on 
Artificial Intelligence

Pakistan, Uzbekistan sign protocol for establishment of 
Joint Security Commission

Pakistani Diaspora Playing Vital Role for Socio-Economic 
Development of Bahrain: NA Speaker

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi extended warm welcome to the Sikh pilgrims arriving in Pa-
kistan on the 552nd birth anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism. “Pakistan looks forward to wel-
coming Sikh pilgrims visiting Gurdwara Darbar Sahib through the Kartarpur corridor from November 17,” he said in 
a statement issued. FM Qureshi said Pakistan had reopened the Kartarpur Corridor on June 29, 2020 after temporary 
suspension of about three months due to pandemic. However, India kept the Corridor closed from its side for nearly 
20 months, and has only now allowed it to be re-opened. “Sikh community from India and around the world had been 
urging the opening of the Corridor,” he mentioned.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Uzbekistan signed a Protocol on the Establishment of Joint Security Commission which 
was followed by the inaugural session of the Commission formed under the protocol. The protocol signing ceremo-
ny was participated by Secretary of the Security Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan Lieutenant General Victor 
Makhmudov and Pakistan’s National Security Advisor Dr. Moeed Yusuf who led their respective delegations, said 
a National Security Division media release. The signed protocol covered wide-ranging security related matters of 
mutual interest and established coordination mechanism between Pakistan’s National Security Division and the Se-
curity Council of Uzbekistan under their respective heads. During the inaugural session, both sides discussed various 
aspects of the newly formed joint commission and the way forward for making the commission effective and mutu-
ally beneficial.

BEIJING: The signing ceremony for Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on estab-
lishment of Center of Excellence on Artificial Intelligence at Pakistan University of Engi-
neering and Emerging Technology (PUEET) was held at Wuhan University of Technology 
(WUT). Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque, Prof Dr. Atta ur Rahman, Chair-
man of Prime Minister’s Task Force on Science and Technology joining online from Ka-
rachi and Prof. Xin Sijin, Chairman of Wuhan University of Technology signed the MOU. 
Senior Officials of Wuhan University of Technology and Hubei Foreign Affairs Office were 
also present at the occasion. Prof Xin Sijin briefed about WUT’s history, key achievements 

in research and future plans about cooperation with Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser has said that Pakistan accords high 
importance to its long-standing fraternal relations with Bahrain which are rooted in 
shared faith, believes and mutual traditions of Islamic brotherhood. He said that bilateral 
relations between both countries can be strengthened by expanding cooperation in the 
field of trade, investment and human resources development. He congratulated Speaker 
of the Council of Representatives of the kingdom of Bahrain and people of Bahrain on the 
Golden Jubilee Celebration of Independence of Bahrain. He expressed these views during 
a meeting with Ms. Fawzaia Bint Abdullah Zainal , Speaker Of the Council Of Represen-
tatives of the kingdom of Bahrain who arrived in Islamabad along with a seven Member 

Parliamentary delegation. 
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Pakistan and the United States need to deepen bilateral 
engagement

Ambassadors-designate of Japan, Norway, Poland, and 
Cambodia Meet President Alvi

Pakistan categorically rejects baseless Indian claims of 
downing a PAF F-16 aircraft in February 2019

Pakistan condemns extra-judicial killings of Kashmiris 
in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has emphasized that Pakistan and the United 
States need to deepen engagement to promote peace, stability and economic develop-
ment in Afghanistan. He was talking to Chairman of House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Congressman Gregory Meeks and Chairman of the Subcommittee on Asia, the Pacific, 
Central Asia and Non-Proliferation, Congressman Ami Bera, in Islamabad. The Prime 
Minister particularly underscored that there is an urgent need to financially assist the 
Afghan people as part of the effort to prevent an humanitarian crisis and economic col-
lapse. Prime Minister also hoped that visit of both the Congressmen will not only lead 
to further deepening of Pakistan-United States relations but will be instrumental in 
strengthening ties between Parliaments of the two countries. 

ISLAMABD: Pakistan categorically rejects the entirely baseless Indian claims that a Paki-
stani F-16 aircraft was shot down by an Indian pilot before he was captured by Pakistan 
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir in February 2019. The citation of the award to the downed 
Indian pilot is a classic case of Indian fabrications and pure fantasy to appease domestic 
audience and hide the embarrassment. International experts and U.S. officials have al-
ready confirmed that no Pakistani F-16 was shot down on the day, after taking stock of 
Pakistani F-16 aircraft. India’s insistence on propagating a lie that has been thoroughly 
exposed is ludicrous and nonsensical. 

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi said Pakistan offered business-friendly policies for 
foreign investors particularly in agriculture, information technology, telecommunica-
tion, energy, and tourism sectors.The president expressed these views while talking to 
the ambassadors-designate of Japan, Norway, Poland, and the non-resident ambassa-
dor-designate of Cambodia, who separately called on him, at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.Earlier, 
the ambassadors-designate Mitsuhiro Wada (Japan), Per Albert Ilsaas (Norway), Maciej 
Pisarski (Poland) and the non-resident ambassador-designate of the Cambodia Ung Sean 
presented their credentials to President Dr Arif Alvi at a ceremony.

 ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly condemned the extra-ju-
dicial killings of five more Kashmiris by Indian occupa-
tion forces a day earlier in Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK), and called on the international 
community to take notice of New Delhi’s state-terror-
ism in the valley. Five suspected Kashmiri fighters were 
killed in IIOJK on Wednesday, police said, as relatives of 
two men shot dead during an earlier security operation 
demanded their bodies be returned. 

 Sohail Majeed Butt
Special Correspondent 

VoM
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Travel Destination 

Hazrat Imam Complex, also known 
as Hast-Imam located in an old 
residential district of Tashkent. 
Hast Imam Square is a religious 

center of Tashkent, but one can also 
explore the place for its architectur-

al beauty.

Amir Temur Square is one of 
the most favorite places not 

only for local residents but also 
for visitors of the capital, locat-

ed in the center of Tashkent.

Hazrat Khizr Mosque situated in 
close proximity to Siyob Bazaar is 
one of the oldest Muslim religious 

buildings in Samarkand.

Uzbekistan is one of the fascinating countries of Central Asia and famous for its Silk Road cities of Samarkand, 
Bukhara, and Khiva. Twice the size of the UK, it has a rich cultural heritage and a long history steeped in tradi-
tion. It is home to four significant UNESCO World Heritage sites and six UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage 

listings.

of Chimgan is the most popular ski 
resort of Uzbekistan, located 80 km 
from Tashkent on slopes of Chimgan 
Mountains, the part Chatkal range of 

western Tian-Shan

Charvak is a huge artificial lake, res-
ervoir, surrounded by green slopes 

of the mountains which are crowned 
with snow caps.The lake is formed 

by Charvak HPS dam.The lake is fed 
by the waters of three mountain 

rivers - Ugam, Chatkal and Pskem.

Kukeldash Madrasah is a me-
dieval madrasa in Tashkent, 

located close to Chorsu Bazaar 
and Chorsu Metro station.

The cult-memorial complex of 
Sultan Saodat was developed during 
the period of XI-XVII c. at the graves 

of the Termez sayyids.

Charvak Reservoir

Hazrat Khizr Mosque

Chimgan Mountains Hazrat Imam Complex

Kukeldash Madrasah Sultan Saodat Mausoleum

The Palace of International 
Forums, Uzbekistan is one of 

the main Tashkent Tourist Place 
today. It stands on Amir Temur 

Square in the very center of 
Tashkent city.

The Tashkent State University of 
Oriental Studies is a state institu-
tion of higher education in Tash-
kent, the capital of Uzbekistan.

Palace of 
International Forums

Tashkent State Institute 
of Oriental Studies

Amir Temur Square

Uzbekistan Travel
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Shahrisabz happens to be a city in Qashqadaryo in 
southern Uzbekistan about 80 km to the south of Sa-
markand. As per history, the city is known as Kesh or 
Kish and it was one of the major cities of Central Asia 
as well as the urban centre of Sogdiana which was the 

province of Achaemenid Empire of Persia.

Registan
The Registan was the heart of the ancient city of 

Samarkand of the Timurid Empire.

Imam Bukhari Mausoleum occupies a vast terri-
tory, one of the main pilgrimage sites in Samar-

kand.

Fergana Valley is located in Central Asia and has two 
rivers, Naryn and Kara Darya. The history of this 

valley stretches back almost over 2300 years when 
the Alexandria Eschate was founded by Alexander 

the Great.

Nukus is the 6th largest city in Uzbekistan and 
the capital city of the Republic of Karakalpak-
stan which is an autonomous city. The city of 

Nukus is very much popular for being the centre 
of the world class Nukus museum of Art. Nukus 
is very famed for its countryside environment 
and old fortresses. During your visit to the city, 

tourist witness the intricate art of the artisans of 
the bygone era.

Imam Bukhari Mausoleum

ShahrisabzNukus

Fergana Valley

U z b e k i s t a n

Travel Destination 
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The main dish in Uzbekistan is called Plov. There are 
around 200 varieties of this meal.  It’s so important 
to Uzbek cuisine and culture that it is featured as In-
tangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.

The best way to describe Chuchvara is as a 
mini-Manti. It is prepared in a variety of ways. The 

most common version is steamed but it can also 
come in a soup or deep-fried. 

Shashlyk is a very popular meal in a region stretch-
ing from Central Asia to Eastern Europe and the 

Mediterranean. It is usually made from mutton or 
beef, alternating pieces of meat and fat are well 
spiced and marinated.  It is served with pickled 

onions.

Dimlama is hearty, meat dish of Uzbekistan that’s 
traditionally associated with the beginning of the 
harvest season. Dimlama is prepared by placing 
lamb or beef, potatoes, carrots, peppers, onions, 
garlic, and cabbage in a deep pan, covering it and 

simmering for several hours.

PLOV

CHUCHVARA

MEAT SKEWER SHASHLYK

DIMLAMA

UZBEKISTAN UZBEKISTAN 
CUISINECUISINE
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The main dish in Uzbekistan is called Plov. There are 
around 200 varieties of this meal.  It’s so important 

to Uzbek cuisine and culture that it is featured as 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO.

Soups are very popular in Uzbekistan and take an important place in national culinary. Uzbek soups are quite 
thick and rich of such vegetables as carrot, beet, onion, greens and various spices. The most popular Uzbek soup 

is shurpa.

Samsa is another type of local fast food, sold almost 
everywhere in cafes in fast food chains or made at 

home. South Asian samosas, triangle shaped dough 
stuffed with meat or vegetables, were introduced to 
South Asia by Central Asian traders in the 13th and 

14th centuries.

In Uzbekistan, a meal without bread is considered 
incomplete.  One can find a variety of bread in 

stores and cafes, but the most common and popu-
lar one is a round shaped flat white bread. Typi-
cally, it’s baked in a fire oven known as a tandyr 

(tandoori).

Manty is a dumpling stuffed with minced meat, fat 
and onions.  It is cooked over steam and served with 

ketchup, vinegar or sour cream.  There are also varia-
tions with pumpkin or potatoes without meat.

Lagman is basically handmade pulled noodles in a 
meat or vegetable sauce. The meat is usually beef, 
while the vegetables include bell peppers, garlic, 

onion and fresh herbs.

DESERT & COFFEE

Uzbek Soups

SAMSA

BREAD MANTY

LAGHMAN
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Pakistan 
win hearts 
at T20 
World Cup
With remarkable perfor-

mance from their open-
ing match, Babar Azam-
led Pakistan set a series 

of records and remained invincible 
till their semi-final qualification. Pa-
kistan skipper Babar Azam remained 
the top scorer of the tournament with 
303 runs that include four half-cen-
turies in six matches. In his debut 
world cup, he beat Pakistan batting 
consultant Matthew Hayden’s previ-
ous record of highest scores. Babar 
also drew level with another record 
held joining by Hayden and Virat 
Kohli, with his four fifties at a sin-
gle World Cup equalling the all-time 
best. Skipper Babar Azam and Mu-
hammad Rizwan made the highest 
partnership for the T20 World Cup. 
The duo scored 152 runs in the part-
nership while playing against India. 
Pakistani pacer Hassan Ali deliver is 
the only player of the event to deliver 
two maiden overs.

Sitting in a TV studio in the sub-
urbs of Karachi, Wasim Akram, like 
millions of other Pakistanis, watched 
in disbelief as Matthew Wade hit 
three consecutive sixes to take Aus-
tralia into the final of the ICC T20 
World Cup in Dubai on Friday night. 
The shocking defeat ended Paki-
stan’s unbeaten run in the tourna-
ment, leaving them with yet another 
World Cup heartbreak. 

Pakistani fans were quick to 
express their shock and dismay on 
social media as many of them un-
leashed their wrath at misfiring 
pacer Hasan Ali, partly for his poor 
bowling spell in the semifinal but 

primarily for dropping Wade in the 
crucial 19th over. In the past, the re-
action to such defeats would quickly 
snowball into a storm of abuse to-
gether with all sorts of accusations 
including that of match-fixing. But 
for a change, Pakistanis handled 
this defeat with grace. As a part of a 
panel of experts doing a TV show on 
the T20 World Cup, the former Paki-
stan captain and Test cricket legend 
Wasim Akram quickly overcame the 
initial disbelief and acknowledged 
that the current Pakistan squad left a 
lasting impression on cricket lovers 
and managed to conquer the hearts 
and minds of their fans back home.

“It was heartbreaking to see 
them lose but at the same time I was 
proud of the way they went out there 
a n d played their hearts out 

throughout the tourna-
ment,” said Wasim, 

w h o was Pakistan’s star 
p e r - former in their his-
toric ti- tle-winning triumph 
in the 1992 World 
Cup.

Wasim 
w a s n ’ t the only 
o n e p ro u d 
of Babar 
Azam and 
his boys 
who went to 
the UAE utter- ly un-
der-prepared for the 
T20 World Cup and ended it 
as one of the most impressive 
teams ever to feature in the 
history of the event.

Prime Minister Imran 

Khan was at the helm of a long list 
of luminaries, who showered praise 
on the Pakistan team soon after it 
bowed out of the World Cup. “To 
Babar Azam & the team: I know ex-
actly how all of you are feeling right 
now because I have faced similar 
disappointments on the cricket field. 
But you should all be proud of the 
quality of cricket you played & the 
humility you showed in your wins. 
Congratulations Team Australia,” Im-
ran, captain of Pakistan’s 1992 World 
Cup-winning team, tweeted.

Legendary fast bowler Waqar 
Younis, who had to quit as Pakistan’s 
bowling coach just weeks before the 
T20 World Cup, could have taken this 
opportunity to settle scores with the 
country’s cricket authorities. But in-
stead, the former Pakistan captain 

chose to join the chorus 
in praise of the na-
tional team. “You guys 

have not Won the World 
Cup but Won Hearts of 

every Pakistani. 
We couldn’t have 
asked for more. 
You guys gave 

your Best. So so 
proud of you 

Team Paki-
stan. Keep 

your Head 
H i g h , ” 

W a q a r 
tweet-

ed.
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