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World Expos are the most 
expensive and extravagant 
events held across the globe. 
They aim to facilitate an expo-
sure of the world communities. 
It showcases arts and crafts-
manship, cuisines, scientific 
and technological marvels. The 
Dubai Expo 2020 has created a 
buzz across the globe in gener-
al and the region in particular. 
Dubai Expo 2020 is dubbed to 
be UAE’s largest cultural event 
attracting millions of visitors. 
Under the theme of “Connect-
ing Minds, Creating the Future” 
it aims for bridging and revi-
talizing the world for a shared 
future. The participation by 
a record 191 countries, each 
having its own pavilion has at-
tracted people from around the 
globe. The game-changing de-
sign of the ‘Pakistan Pavilion’ 
has taken the Expo by storm. 
The ‘Pakistan Pavilion’ aims 
to portray and express a soft-
er image of Pakistan through 
the manifestation of its hidden 
treasures; the diversity of its 
landscape, and people of dif-
ferent ethnicities practicing 
different religions in the com-
position of Pakistan. 

Keeping in view of the 
global pandemic crisis, the 
Dubai Expo has addressed rel-
evant underlying themes of 
sustainability, mobility and op-

portunity. The Expo is an add-
ed advantage to UAE’s role of 
connecting East and the West 
regions of the world. The coun-
try has emerged as a business, 
cultural and tourist hub. The 
credit goes to Dubai’s ruler 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum who accomplished 
new horizons through his ex-
ceptional leadership quali-
ties. He successfully launched 
groundbreaking initiatives in a 
record time and initiated open 
skies policy under “UAE Vision 
2021”.

It is rightly stated that ar-
chitectures has hidden tales. 
They are the messengers of 
a strong narrative. The Expo 
2020 provides a chance to the 
United Arab Emirates to con-
vey the message of its transfor-
mation into a modern, a sus-
tainable model for energy and 
inclusive country to the out-
side world.

In this edition the Melange 
International Magazine focuses 
upon Dubai Expo 2020, leading 
personalities and insights into 
their life, a comprehensive un-
derstanding of global and re-
gional issues, and traditional 
UAE cuisine as well as exqui-
site and worth-seeing travel 
destinations of the United Arab 
Emirates. 
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The much-awaited Dubai 
Expo 2020 kicked off on 
October 01, 2021. The 
bid to host the 2020 
Expo was awarded to 

Dubai on November 27, 2013, 
by the Bureau International des 
Expositions (BIE) General As-
sembly in Paris. It is the first uni-
versal exhibition held in the Mid-
dle East, Africa, and South Asia 
(MEASA) region. Dubai will host 
the Expo 2020 for six months 
from October 01 to March 31, 
2022. 
  Projections indicate that Expo 
2020 will attract 25 million vis-
its, with 70 percent of visitors 
expected to come from outside 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 
The Expo 2020 Dubai is based 
on the theme “Connecting Minds, 
Creating the Future,” which com-
pliments the belief that bringing 
the world together can catalyze 
an exchange of new perspectives 
and inspire action to deliver re-
al-life solutions to real-world 

challenges. Apart from the cen-
tral theme, Dubai Expo is cate-
gorized into three sub-themes: 
Opportunity, Mobility, and Sus-
tainability; each theme has its 
dedicated pavilion. The oppor-
tunity theme represents freeing 
the potential of individuals and 
communities to create a better 
future. The perspective of the 
mobility theme is to discover 
innovative logistics, transport, 
and communication systems for 
people, while the Sustainability 
theme depicts the accessibility 
and resilience of environmen-

Amna Malik
Author is the President, Center 
of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-in-
Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and 

‘ The Asian Telegraph’

The Dubai Expo 2020
Connecting Minds, Creating the Future

 BIG STORY
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tal, energy, and water resources. 
Dubai Expo 2020 is a global event 
expected to bring change in glob-
al thinking patterns navigating 
towards achieving Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).His 
Excellency Sheikh Mohammed

Bin Rashid Al Maktoum: 
A Visionary Icon

 His Highness Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum is the 
Vice President and Prime Minis-
ter of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Ruler of Dubai. His Ex-
cellency became the Rul-
er of Dubai on January 04, 
2006, and on January 05, 
the members of the UAE 
Supreme Council elected 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum as 
the Vice-President of the 
UAE. After one month, His 
Highness Sheikh Khali-
fa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
the President nominated 
Sheikh Mohammed to be-
come the Prime Minister 
of the UAE. As the Prime 
Minister of the UAE, His 
Excellency launched 
ground-breaking initia-
tives in a record time, ad-
opted the open skies policy, and 
established the fundamentals of 
the touristic industry. Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
launched the ‘UAE Vision 2021.’ 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
envisions UAE as an open, pro-
gressive, and tolerant country. 
His Excellency has overseen the 
development of specific projects 

in Dubai, including the creation 
of a technology park, a free eco-
nomic zone, Dubai Internet City, 
Dubai Media City, the Dubai In-
ternational Finance Centre, the 
Palm Islands, and the Burj al 
Arab hotel. 

Opportunity District – The 
Mission Possible

The pavilion enables an indi-
vidual to explore its true poten-
tial and empowers one with new 
opportunities. Country-specific 
pavilion aims to make impossible 
possible, the opportunity pavil-
ion makes one feel inter-connect-
ed with everything. Opportunity 
pavilion is a place for people to 
connect across age, language, 
and culture, celebrate shared hu-
man experiences, and find new 
desirable opportunities. The pa-
vilion revolves around the theme 
that our lives and actions are in-
terconnected. Parallel tracks run 
through the pavilion, focusing on 

water, food, and energy (three 
key Sustainable Development 
Goals). These tracks/ Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Na resources 
have been chosen because they 
are basic human needs and es-
sential for progress. Opportunity 
pavilion allows one to participate 
in activities specifically designed 
with youth empowerment and 
skill-building in mind. In essence, 

the opportunity pavilion is the 
home of opportunity for every-
one.

Alif – The Mobility District
The Mobility District en-

deavors to create connections to 
drive the world forward, break-
ing down the divide between the 
physical and digital worlds to 
build a harmonious, global soci-
ety where information, ideas and 
goods are exchanged faster than 
ever before. The Pavilion will host 
the world’s most giant passenger 
elevator, capable of transport-
ing approximately 160 people at 
once. The space will present an 
exhibition of smart cities and the 
role of artificial intelligence, big 
data, robotics, machine learning, 
and autonomous transport. The 
design addresses how people, 
goods, ideas, data movement, 
and in this regard, the Pavilion 
takes one to a journey from an-
cient exploration to artificial in-
telligence. The Pavilion also stars 

a partly underground, 
partly open-air track 
for visitors to see cut-
ting-edge mobility de-
vices in action.

Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation 
Opportunities
With more than 

190 countries partici-
pating in the exhibition, 
it is one of the world’s 
largest Expos, which 
provides limitless busi-
ness opportunities and 
opens new markets 
and revenue streams. 
It develops more busi-
ness opportunities and 
provides the perfect 
launch pad for several 

cross-country business partner-
ships across the globe. Expo 2020 
is the place to rekindle business 
connections. From connecting 
with global innovators to discov-
er the future of logistics, bound-
less business opportunities await 
the visitors at Dubai Expo 2020. 
The Dubai Expo 2020 has a Pa-
vilion dedicated to Artificial In-

BIG STORY

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum is the Vice President and Prime Minis-
ter of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Ru-
ler of Dubai. His Excellency became the Ruler of 
Dubai on January 04, 2006, and on January 05, 
the members of the UAE Supreme Council elected 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum as the 
Vice-President of the UAE. As the Prime Minister 
of the UAE.          His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
envisions UAE as an open, progressive, and tole-
rant country. His Excellency has overseen the de-
velopment of specific projects in Dubai, including 
the creation of a technology park, a free economic 
zone, Dubai Internet City, Dubai Media City, the 
Dubai International Finance Centre, the Palm Is-

lands, and the Burj al Arab Hotel.
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telligence, inspired by Stephen 
Hawking, which gives an awe-in-
spiring glimpse into the future. 
The innovations are not limited 
to air travel or artificial intelli-
gence only, it also provides solu-
tions for global health challenges 
and delivering medical supplies 
to remote communities through 
drone technology.

Dubai Expo Pavilions
For the first time in World Expo 

history, every participating coun-
try has its Pavilion. Dubai Expo is 
home to immersive cultural ex-
periences. One can discover what 
makes each country unique by 
exploring hundreds of Pavilions 
and being engulfed in unique ar-
chitecture, culture, and inspiring 
innovations. These pavilions are 
further categorized into Partner 
Pavilion, Organization Pavilion, 
and Special Pavilion. In the part-
nercountries will showcase the 
future through innovation and 
world-class expertise. More than 
192 nations have their Pavilions, 
enabling the visitors to explore 
immense opportunities. To ad-
dress the global challenges of our 
time, the organization Pavilion, 
dedicated to the organization 
and civil society, features their 
work and ideas.Pakistan’s Pavil-
ion at a Glance
    One of the tourist attractions at 
the Expo is Pakistan’s eye-catch-
ing Pavilion. Dazzling with bright 
lights and giving a royal outlook, 
the Pavilion is located in the Op-
portunity District of Expo 2020 
Dubai. It displays stunning ar-
chitecture on a plot of 35,000 
square feet. Pakistan’s leading 
visual artists, Rashid Rana, de-
signed The Pakistan Pavilion. Its 
popularity can be garnered from 
the fact that within a week since 
its opening, the Pavilion has re-
ceived over 100,000 visitors 
and media outlets are flocking 
to have a look. Pakistan’s Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi officially inau-
gurated the Pakistan Pavilion at 
Expo 2020 Dubai on October 09, 

2021. The Pavilion was in the top 
5 most visited Pavilions at the 
Dubai Expo 2020. Pakistan’s Pa-
vilion takes visitors on a voyage 
through time to showcase hidden 
treasures of Pakistan, such as 
its breathtaking landscapes, cul-
tural and religious diversity, and 
colorful traditions. The narrative 
of the Pakistan Pavilion reflects 
the poetic way in which the past, 
present, and future are woven to-
gether as a tapestry that reveals 
the rich and layered history, cul-
ture, people, and traditions of 
this land, while also highlighting 
the immense potential and pos-
sibilities it holds for the future. 
Moreover, in a gesture of good-
will and affection for Pakistan, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Am-
bassador Hamad Obaid Ibrahim 
Alzaabi has also shared pictures 
of Pakistan’s majestic Pavilion for 
Expo-2020 in Dubai.

Addressing Global Challenges 
through theme Weeks

As part of the programme for 
people and the planet, ten theme 
weeks run throughout the six 
months of Expo 2020 Dubai, ex-
ploring humanity’s most critical 
challenges and opportunities 
through a cultural, social, envi-
ronmental, and economic lens, 
the notion behind this inspiring 
new perspective is to tackle the 
challenges and explore the op-
portunities from space explo-
ration to the future of human 
health. The theme weeks include 
Climate & Biodiversity, Urban & 
Rural Development, Tolerance & 
Inclusivity, Knowledge & Learn-
ing, Travel & Connectivity, Health 
& Wellness, Food, Agriculture & 
Livelihoods, Global Goals, Space, 
and most importantly, water. The 
setup and planning of the Expo’s 
infrastructure were based on 
the strict principle of sustain-
ability and ecological welfare. In 
this regard, it is expected that 80 

percent of the infrastructure will 
be helpful to post-event. Dubai 
expo lays the foundation for a 
sustainable legacy for future gen-
erations, emphasizing human 
development and technological 
advancements while respecting 
the planet’s ecological and natu-
ral resources.

Dubai Expo:  An Array of Opti-
mism

  United Arab Emirates (UAE) is 
an ideal geographical juncture 
between Asia, Europe, and Afri-
ca, connecting these continents. 
Since the principal theme of the 
Dubai Expo is to enhance con-
nectivity for a prosperous fu-
ture, it is hoped that this Expo 
2020 will bring a positive change 
throughout the globe. Commis-
sioned by the Dubai authori-
ties, a consultancy firm Ernst & 
Young, published an economic 
impact assessment and estimat-
ed that Dubai Expo 2020 would 
have the most significant impact 
on Dubai, significantly boosting 
its economic sector. This Expo 
can be regarded as a long-term 
investment in the future of the 
UAE. It is hoped that the event 
will provide approximately AED 
122.6 bn ($33.4bn) boost to the 
local economy and support the 
equivalent of 49,700 full-time 
jobs a year. The Expo will create 
approximately 900,000 full-time 
equivalent jobs.

Breaking down its economic 
outcome sector wise, it is esti-
mated that Restaurants and Ho-
tels Sector will receive an invest-
ment of approximately AED11.4 
bn, Construction services will 
receive approximately AED27.
bn and Event Organization and 

BIG STORY
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business services will have an in-
vestment of around AED 68.9bn 
during the Expo 2020. Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) also 
depicted a rise in Dubai’s GDP 
during and after the Expo. Es-
timates also show that the UAE 
will continue to receive benefits 
from the Expo for a whole de-
cade. Moreover, transportation 
facilities and infrastructure will 
also enhance during and after the 
Expo 2020. 

One of the prominent activi-
ties will occur in the already es-
tablished real-estate sector of 
Dubai, where both residential 
and commercial real-estate sec-

tors will flourish. Many of the 
international companies have al-
ready established setups in UAE 
and subsequently, Expo is like-
ly to attract more international 
setups and start-up companies 
to establish their operations in 
Dubai. 

Developments will take place 
in the technological sector, which 
is also related to the connectivi-
ty theme of the Expo. The Expo’s 
invitation to new startups and 
businesses along with change in 
UAE’s visa policy indicate that the 
country is pro-business and open 
to new ideas. These policies have 
also attracted foreign business 
owners to establish their setups 
in Dubai. One of the crucial as-
pects of Dubai Expo 2020 is the 
interaction of various cultures. 

Dubai is already famous for its 
cultural diversity as people from 
around the globe visit Dubai and 
to spend their holidays. The Expo 
2020 Dubai will also serve as a 
conduit of communication be-
tween various cultures and soci-
eties.

The UAE Pavilion in the 
Dubai Expo 2020 also reflects 
and represents the country’s rich 
culture and bright future. Shaped 
like a falcon in flight, the Pavil-
ion tells the story of the UAE as 
a global hub, and the vision of its 
leaders to create a peaceful and 
progressive society with ambi-
tious future plans. To cater to 

its international au-
dience, Dubai Expo 
2020 is telecasting live 
shows through its web 
channel. UAE already 
has a commendable 
economic and politi-
cal reputation in the 
Gulf States as well as 
internationally. Or-
ganizing events like 
Expo 2020, which has 
a global outreach, can 
further strengthen the 

UAE’s international outlook. Fig-
ures and estimates foresee Dubai 
Expo 2020 as a successful event 
and considering UAE’s repute to 
hold such events in the past; the 
event may outshine the expecta-
tions. 

Middle-East outlook in the 
last decade or two was observed 
mainly through the security di-
mension. However, Dubai’s pro-
gressive success, coupled with 
its economic advancement, has 
changed this perception of the 
Middle East. With the initiation 
of the Dubai Expo 2020, the secu-
rity clout predominant in Middle 
Eastern politics has now some-
what diminished. The Middle 
East, especially UAE, is One of the 
tourist attractions at the Expo is 
Pakistan’s eye-catching Pavilion. 

Dazzling with bright lights and 
giving a royal outlook, the Pavil-
ion is located in the Opportunity 
District of Expo 2020 Dubai. It 
displays stunning architecture 
on a plot of 35,000 square feet. 
Pakistan’s leading visual artists, 
Rashid Rana, designed The Paki-
stan Pavilion. Its popularity can 
be garnered from the fact that 
within a week since its opening, 
the Pavilion has received over 
100,000 visitors and media out-
lets are flocking to have a look. 
Pakistan’s President Dr. Arif Alvi 
officially inaugurated the Paki-
stan Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai 
on October 09, 2021. The Pavil-
ion was in the top 5 most visit-
ed Pavilions at the Dubai Expo 
2020. Pakistan’s Pavilion takes 
visitors on a voyage through time 
to showcase hidden treasures of 
Pakistan, such as its breathtaking 
landscapes, cultural and religious 
diversity, and colorful traditions. 
The narrative of the Pakistan Pa-
vilion reflects the poetic way in 
which the past, present, and fu-
ture are woven together as a tap-
estry that reveals the rich and lay-
ered history, culture, people, and 
traditions of this land, while also 
highlighting the immense poten-
tial and possibilities it holds for 
the future. Moreover, in a ges-
ture of goodwill and affection for 
Pakistan, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Ambassador Hamad Obaid 
Ibrahim Alzaabi has also shared 
pictures of Pakistan’s majestic 
Pavilion for Expo-2020 in Dubai.

BIG STORY
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The United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) federation 
stands out as the most 
successful example of 
Arab integration in an 

era that has seen many attempts 
at such an ideal fail. When the 
country was originally founded in 
1971, many observers predicted 
its speedy collapse. This year in 
its 50th year of integration and 
progress, the survival of the UAE 
has contributed significantly to 
stability in the lower Gulf and to 
the welfare of its people.

Abroad, the UAE presents the 
face of a conventional nation-state, 
but at home the seven emirates 
retain their distinctive identities 
and many of the prerogatives of 
sovereignty. The distinguishing 
characteristic among the 
sheikhdoms is not geography 
(though there are fairly dramatic 
differences in topography within 
the UAE) but tribal affiliation, 
which results in a national map 
unrivaled in the complexity of its 
political subdivisions.

As there are no lakes or 
rivers, the country relies on 
underground and desalinated 
water resources. The UAE’s major 

natural resources are petroleum 
and natural gas. The federation 
has huge proven oil reserves of 98 
billion barrels and gas reserves 
of 215 trillion cubic feet (Tcf) of 
which at 2021 rates of production 
will last over 80 years. Abu Dhabi 
has 95 billion barrels of the oil 
reserves, with the reminder in 
Dubai and Sharjah. The UAE will 
continue to produce oil for the 
next 150 years given its enormous 
crude reserves that rank fourth 
in the world. Naturally, this has 
resulted in the greatest population 
boom and development activity 
taking place in Abu Dhabi. It has 
also given its ruling family the 
leading role in the union and has 
secured the location of the federal 
capital in Abu Dhabi. Dubai’s 
busy entrepot and commercial 
activities, along with oil revenues 
about one-third of Abu Dhabi’s, 
place it second in importance. 
Sharjah contains the third largest 
city, enjoys modest oil revenues, 
and has built a large port east 
of the Strait of Hormuz at Khor 
Fakkan in its enclave on the Gulf 
of Oman. Ras al-Khaimah claims 
the largest number of indigenous 
citizens and, together with its 
neighbor Fujairah, has the only 
significant amount of potentially 

cultivable land 
in the emirates. 
Ajman and Umm 
al-Qaiwan, the 
two smallest 
emirates, each 
consist primarily 
of one costal town- 
although Umm al-
Qaiwain possesses 
c o m m e r c i a l l y 
significant gas 

reserves.
 From the late 18th century 

onward many of the activities-
including outright piracy-of 
the seafaring Arab tribes of 
the central and southern Gulf, 
in particular along the Trucial 
Coast, became detrimental to 
the maritime trade of Britain 
and other powers. From 1770 
onward the British Royal Navy 
became increasingly active in the 
protection of maritime trade, and 
several times in the early 19th 
century expeditionary forces 
were landed in Ras al-Khaimah, 
where the power of the Qasimi, the 
ruling family, was strong. Treaties 
were signed in the 1820s binding 
the rulers to refrain from piracy; 
these developed into annual 
truces negotiated through the 
Gulf Political Residency and the 
President’s Agency established at 
Sharjah in 1823. 

From 1892 onward the rulers 
conducted all their external 
affairs through the British 
government; local political offices 
were superseded by a political 
agent in 1953. Since the main 
purpose was to maintain a pax-
Britannica, a central military 
force able to intervene in 
interstate disputes, the Trucial 
Oman Scouts, was established in 
1953. The expansion of Imperial 
Airways led to an airstrip being 
established at Sharjah in 1932, 
and in 1940 it became a Royal Air 
Force base; after 1945 Sharjah 
became the main military air-

Khalid Latif
The author is the Editor of 

The Melange Magazine and The 
Asian Telegraph  

 Rise of the UAE 
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staging base for the Gulf. 
 The seven emirates now 

making up the UAE themselves 
crystallized out of changing tri-
bal groupings, British encourage-
ment being given to sheikhs and 
family leaders to accept the tri-
bal authority of certain leaders. 
Disputes though diminishing in 
number and violence were nor-
mal. Such disputes include those 
between emirates, for example 
between Abu Dhabi and Dubai in 
the 1950s; those between neigh-
boring rulers, such as that invol-
ving Abu Dhabi, Oman and Saudi 
Arabia over the al-Ain/Buraymi 
region; and those within ruling 
families, for example in Sharjah 
up to 1972. In 1952 a Trucial Sta-
tes Council was established, at 
which rulers met regularly; and 
a little later a development of-
fice was set up to carry out and 
encourage cooperation develop-
ment projects. In the mid-1960s, 
British financial subventions 
slowly began to be replaced by 
local revenue as the discovery of 
oil, first in Abu Dhabi, transfor-
med the whole scene. In 1968 
Britain proposed regional discus-
sions concerning a possible Arab 
Gulf Federation that could follow 
British withdrawal. Immediately 
after the British termination of 
existing treaties with the Trucial 
States in December 1971, the pre-
sent United Arab Emirates came 
into being-except for Ras al-Khai-
mah, which deferred joining until 
February 1972. 

Abu Dhabi and Dubai, the 
largest and wealthiest of the 
emirates, assumed leading roles 
in the federation; until 1985 they 
jointly provided all federal budget 
requirements. More important 
has been the generally prevailing 
accord between Sheikh Zayed of 
Abu Dhabi and Sheikh Rashid of 
Dubai in encouraging movements 
toward integration. There is 
still considerable reluctance on 
the part of the various emirates 

to give up all independence of 
action; federation has made 
it possible, however, for what 
individually were small, weak 
and disputatious communities 
to enjoy cooperation with each 
other a much greater degree of 
self-assurance and prosperity.    

The economy of the UAE is 
dominated by oil. The production 
of crude oil in Abu Dhabi in 1962, 
in Dubai 1969, in Sharjah in 
1974, and in Ras al-Khaimah in 
1984. Abu Dhabi not only was the 
first within the UAE territory to 
benefit from the discovery of oil 
and gas but has by far the greatest 
production and largest reserves. 
Although the UAE has a federal 
Oil Ministry, the emirates tend 
to pursue their exploitation and 
production policies separately. 

Thus, while Abu Dhabi voluntarily 
reduced crude output, Dubai 
has kept its production level 
at or about 17.7 million metric 
tons annually since 1979; and 
Sharjah and Ras al-Khaimah are 
still seeking to increase their 
relatively small production levels. 

The relationship between 
oil production and exports and 
federal revenue has always been 
indirect because the UAE’s budget 
is determined by the size of the 
contributions made by the three 
wealthiest emirates, Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai and Sharjah. Abu Dhabi 
has become increasingly the main 
contributor of the total budget 
covering the remaining deficit, 
as well as making free loans and 

grants to the poorer emirates. 
One area of recent 

development has been natural 
gas. Exports of oil-associated 
gas-liquefied petroleum gas and 
liquefied natural gas (LPG and 
LNG)-increased very rapidly after 
1977 to constitute 8% of the value 
of all UAE exports and re-exports; 
the same oil-associated gas 
became essential for electricity 
generation, water desalination 
and industrial feedstock. The 
situation regarding power, water, 
feedstock and gas is extremely 
complicated. There are few 
separate electricity and water 
authorities for Abdu Dhabi, 
Dubai, Ras al-Khaimah, Sharjah 
and the federal government. In 
total the UAE in 2018, installed 
capacity of desalination water 
plants amounted to 7.5 million 
cubic meters per day.

Six principal tribal groups 
inhabit the United Arab Emirates; 
the Bani Yas confederation; the 
Mansur, who range north to Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar, the al-Qasimi, 
who have historically been 
paramount in the northeast; the 
Al Bu Ali; the al-Sharqu; and the 
Al-Nuaym. The Al Bu Falah tribe of 
the Bani Yas settled in Abu Dhabi 
in the 1790s, and in 1833 the Al 
Bu Falasa branch settled in Dubai. 
Both tribes created maritime 
principalities, though Abu Dhabi, 
in contrast to Dubai, drew most of 
its strength from control over the 
interior. The proud Qasimi once 
held sway on both the Persian 
and Arab sides of the lower Gulf. 
Members of the ruling families of 
Ras al-Khaimah and Sharjah both 
come from that tribe.

All the indigenous UAE tribes 
are Arab and Sunni Muslim. 
In the 19th century many of 
them espoused the teachings 
of the Hanbali school of Islamic 
jurisprudence, which spread 
eastward from Saudi Arabia. 
During the same period, the 
British Empire sought to extend 
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its control in the Gulf, particularly 
against the so-called pirate vessels 
that plundered ships in the area 
and charged safe-passage fees. 
An English expeditionary force 
was set to the Gulf in 1819 to put 
down the privateers, and peace 
treaties with the principal sheikhs 
were signed in 1820. In 1853 the 
sheikhs agreed to a “perpetual 
maritime truce” orchestrated by 
Great Britain; and what had come 
to be known in Western parlance 
as the “pirate coast” became 
known thereafter as the “Trucial 
Coast.”

The Trucial States entered 
into a more formal relationship 
with Great Britain in 1892. Like 
their northern neighbors in the 
Gulf, the emirates surrendered 
control over their external affairs 
in exchange for British protection 
against aggression by outside 
forces. Recognition of the supre-
macy of British interests, howe-
ver, greatly limited the power of 
the sheikhs, who were thereafter 
bound to accept British arbitra-
tion in internal affairs. The British 
agents, moreover, controlled the 
flow of arms to the ruling families, 
and could enforce desired chan-
ges in local practices whenever 
they felt it necessary. In reality, 
the British followed a policy of 
“benign neglect” and allowed the 
paternalistic and autocratic rule 
of the sheikhs to continue accor-
ding to traditional customs.

When Brit-
ain in 1968 an-
nounced its inten-
tion to terminate 
its protected-sta-
te treaties with 
the emirates and 
withdraw from 
the area by 1971, 
the Trucial States 
were hardly pre-
pared to carry on 
as modern poli-
tical nation-sta-
tes. Only Abu-
Dhabi and Dubai 

were exporting oil, and in several 
of the emirates little more than 
rudimentary social services and 
economic-development institu-
tions were in place. In all the emi-
rates traditional sheikhly rule had 
continued, not only unchanged, 
but for the most part unchallen-
ged.

Traditionally, the most 
prominent clan or branch of the 
dominant tribe would provide 
the paramount sheikh, or leader 
of the emirate, and guide his 
policies within the framework 
of its general consensus. In turn, 
this family maintained strong 
connection with other important 
groups to promote and sustain a 
widespread consensus in support 
of the ruler. Major decision, while 
basically controlled by the ruling 
family, would be made only after 
a thorough sounding of important 
and relevant constituencies, a 
decision-making style still evident 
in the UAE’s current cabinet-
style government. In 
addition to the other 
powerful families 
and clans, the more 
prosperous merchants 
and prominent religious 
leaders were consulted 
and brought into 
the consensus. The 
customs of consultation, 
consensus and Majlis 
still perform important 

functions in the UAE today, as 
they were called upon to make up 
the informal political structure in 
1970.

Judging from their popularity 
and longevity, such informal 
practices had clearly served the 
people well, but could hardly 
substitute for modern political 
and governmental institutions in 
terms of economic planning and 
the range of services associated 
with a modern welfare state. 
This became particularly true as 
oil-related development brought 
about urbanization, a cash 
economy and an end to all but a 
few of the traditional occupations 
in herding, oasis cultivation 
and fishing. In addition to 
these domestic considerations, 
the individual emirates were 
generally too small in size and 
population to form internationally 
competitive economies, and, 
in some cases, even to enjoy a 
nominal level of national security. 
Some of these concerns extended 
to the emirates’ northern 
neighbors, Bahrain and Qatar, as 
these two states also pondered a 
future without British protected-
state status.

Great Britain, Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait had strongly 
encouraged all nine states 
to enter into a federal union. 
Various disparities among Qatar, 
Bahrain and the Trucial States in 
population, oil wealth and political 
ambitions were compounded by 
historical conflicts and rivalries, 
so that the two northern states 
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decided against joining the union 
in favor of independent status. 
The seven emirates faced similar 
obstacles, but shared more 
intimately a common heritage, 
economic complementarity, 
closer geographic proximity and 
the need to be part of a larger 
entity.

The disparity in wealth 
between the two western 
emirates, Abu Dhabi and Dubai, 
and the other five presented both 
the main obstacle and the primary 
inducement to union. Individually, 
the seven sheikhdoms, while 
varying in population, wealth 
and military power, had 
always enjoyed a sovereignty 
independent of the others. With 
the western emirates’ far greater 
wealth and population, it was 
impossible for the seven to join 
in a union as equal partners 
across the board. It was clear at 
the outset, for instance, that Abu 
Dhabi would have to pay almost 
all the federal bills.  With a long 
history of rivalry and jealous 
competition among the seven 
dynasties, the other sheikhs 
feared that a disproportionate 
amount of power for Abu Dhabi 
in the union would result in its 
eventual annexation of the other 
emirates. Yet ultimately it was the 
irresistible offer of substantial 
development aid by Abu Dhabi 
to the other states, coupled with 
the extreme pressure of Britain’s 
deadline to terminate the 
protected-state arrangements, 
that led the sheikhs to overcome 
their reluctance to take a back 
seat to Abu Dhabi’s leadership 
and join the federation.

The Trucial States became 
independent on December 1, 
1971, and on December 2, six of 
the states formed the United Arab 
Emirates. A federal structure 
had been devised concentrating 
political power in the hands of 
the respective rulers, while giving 
Abu Dhabi and Dhabi dominant 

power in federal affairs. As this 
system was based primarily on 
economic resources, and to a 
certain extent altered historical 
patterns of ascendancy among 
the emirates, the emirate of 
Ras al-Khaimah delayed joining 
until the following year in the 
hope that oil explorations at the 
time would prove successful 
and would enhance its stature 
in the union. No such advantage 
developed, and in 1972 it had to 
abandon these hopes and join the 
UAE with little political clout. The 
emirate eventually discovered a 
small amount of oil in 1983, but 
not in such quantities as to alter 
its share in the balance of power.

Occurring rather suddenly, 
against a backdrop of serious 
problems (in terms of lack of 
precedents for nation-building), 
the birth of the UAE – in the case 
of two emirates, Sharjah and Ras 
al-Khaimah – was traumatic. Iran 
took advantage of the British 
withdrawal to press its claim 
to three islands in the Gulf, 
exceedingly small territories but 
of great strategic importance in 
their position just west of the 
Strait of Hormuz. The Greater and 
Lesser Tunb islands, claimed by 
Ras al-Khaimah, and Abu Musa 
Island, claimed by Sharjah, were 
all seized by Iranian warships in 
a massive show of force on the 
eve of independence. Sharjah 
had agreed to Iranian troop 

positioning on Abu Musa without 
relinquishing its territorial claims, 
while Ras al-Khaimah had made 
no such agreement and briefly 
resisted the Iranian seizure.

  A former ruler of Sharjah 
returned from exile in protest 
against the accommodation of 
Iran’s claim by the incumbent 
ruler, and staged a coup attempt, 
the incumbent ruler was killed 
in the unsuccessful move. Since 
the ouster of the Shah in 1979, 
Iran’s revolutionary government 
has continued holding the three 
islands. The emotional dispute 
will present serious obstacles 
to any improvement in relations 
between the UAE and Iran.

The main themes of 
contemporary UAE state-affairs 
have been (1) the achievement of 
preserving the independence and 
integration of the Federation, (2) 
the pursuit of economic and social 
development, financed by oil 
exports, without sacrificing their 
own cultural or religious identity 
and heritage. Self-preservation 
and statecraft of nationhood has 
often been a the major factor 
and determinant to achieve the 
overall unity of the United Arab 
Emirates. As long as the ruling 
families maintain the public 
trust, the societies in the region 
will need careful leadership and 
a secure basis for national unity 
as they absorb the rapid global 
and regional changes and lay the 
groundwork for those yet to come.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, 
the Crown Prince of the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the United Arab 
Emirates Armed Forces and the 
de facto ruler of Abu Dhabi must 
continue to provide statecraft 
vision for the UAE from where 
his late father Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan the founder of 
modern left off. UAE’s future will 
depend in large part upon Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed.
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Throughout the re-
cent known history 
of the globe we live 
in, sports played an 
important role in ini-

tiating dialogues. Often nations 
used sports to display their 
strength at a larger arena. The 
NAZI Germany’s extravagan-
za hosting of Olympics 1936 
is considered as the premier 
example of how a regime can 
boast about its economic and 
engineering advancement of 
the time. Hitler, not only made 
sure that world must recognise 
the strength of German people 
but also displayed the NAZI 
might to the world.

The sports played a 
pivotal role during Cold War 
as an icebreaker between 
the conflicting giants. Be it 
football, wrestling or boxing, 
the sport played the role of 
an icebreaker between the 
capitalism and communism. In 
the modern times, the meeting 
between supreme leader of 
North Korea, Kim Jong Un and 
American basketball legend 
Dennis Rodman definitely 
helped break the ice. Rodman, 
who was favourite basketball 
player of Un, during his visit to 
North Korea did try to initiate 
talks between the US and North 
Korea. Moreover, President 
Donald Trump while meeting 
Kim Jong Un, highlighted 
the importance of baseball 
that happened to be equally 
famous in both the nations.

The long-standing rivalry 
between Pakistan and India 
has seen many lows and highs. 
Importantly, the sports has 
played a key role in breaking 
the ice whenever was needed. 
Be it Milkha Singh running 
against Abdul Khaliq in Lahore 
and getting a title of ‘Flying 
Sikh’ from then President of 
Pakistan, Ayub Khan, or be it 
India winning cricket series 
in Pakistan and President 
Musharraf praising MS Dhoni’s 
hairstyle, sports remained the 
icebreaker between both the 
rival nations.

Line of control, or fa-
mously known as the LOC be-
tween India and Pakistan is 
once again very hot. There is 
a set pattern that is being fol-
lowed by the ultranationalist 
hegemonic government under 
Narendra Modi, leader of the 
Bhartya Janta Party (BJP) pow-
ered by narcissist Rashtrya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). 
Since taking the premier office 
of India, PM Modi has turned 
the secular India into a Hindut-
va state. Today’s self centric 
India is not only reshaping in-
ternally but it has been show-
ing hegemony towards the im-
mediate neighbours. Initially 
India shown its might to weak-
er neighbours like Myanmar, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal 
by coining a new term in the 
region of surgical strikes. Im-
mediately after that, it turned 
towards its arch rival Pakistan. 

“
It is indeed the right 

time for India to 

resolve its pending 

issues with the 

neighbours rather 

than portraying as 

senseless hegemonic 

on the behest of 

those friends whose 

ships always reach 

late in wartime

scenarios
                   

“
Infocus
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In the wake of the Uri attack in 
September 2016, India claimed 
to have conducted surgical strike 
inside the territory controlled by 
Pakistan. Pakistan not only de-
nied any of such attack but took 
a delegation of foreign journalists 
to the location highlighted by the 
Indians. Pakistan not only termed 
Uri as a false flag attack but de-
clared the Indian surgical strike 
as a hoax call of Modi government 
to appease its voters. Then comes 
the Pulwama attack in February 
2019, followed by the jingoism 
against Pakistan on Indian media 
that lead to Indian Airforce (IAF) 
claiming to conduct the air raid 
deep inside Pakistan in the thicks 
of the night in late 
February. Pakistan 
did accept that In-
dian fighter jets en-
tered in Pakistan and 
released the payload 
in dense forest for a 
quick return.        

The Pakistani 
PM Imran Khan fa-
mously commented 
that ‘India killed our 
few trees that indeed 
were very dear to 
us’ and said it clear-
ly that Pakistan will 
avenge this intru-
sion. The very next day after the 
IAF ‘thief-like’ intrusion in the 
darkness of night, Pakistan Air-
force (PAF) responded with an air 
attack by intentionally dropping 
precision guided bombs yards 
away from the military command 
offices in Rajouri sector, impor-
tantly, in the brightest of daylight. 
In response, IAF jets followed the 
PAF jets that met a horrible fate. 
An IAF SU-30 was the first to be 
hit by a PAF JF-17 that fell inside 
Indian occupied Jammu. Addi-
tionally, out of unpreparedness 
and scrambled radars, Indian ar-
my’s air defence shot its own car-
rier helicopter inside occupied 
Jammu carrying 6 officers. The 

most important event was shoot-
ing down of IAF MIG-21 that fell 
inside Pakistani territory along 
with its Wing commander Abhi-
nandan, who glided down and 
got caught by the villagers. The 
eventful day indeed ended with 
utmost humiliation for the Indi-
ans. Later on, to de-escalate the 
situation, PM Khan handed over 
the pilot to the Indian authorities 
at Wahga border. Significantly, the 
Modi’s dream of being hegemonic 
towards the smaller neighbours 
was over.In the most recent in-
cident of Poonch attack on Sikh 
Regiment, Pakistan and India are 
once again on the edge of anoth-
er head on collision. Pakistan 

was already expecting another 
false flag as the internal politi-
cal as well as security situations 
are not in favour of PM Modi and 
his aggressive government. The 
echoes of farmers’ protest in In-
dia, especially in Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana and Punjab were clearly 
suggesting the all-important of-
fices of Pakistan to be prepared 
for yet another false flag incident 
in India. This time around, attack 
on Sikh Regiment and killing of 
Sikh soldiers makes it even more 
suggestive that India wants to re-
place antigovernment sentiment 
of largely Sikh farmers with an-
ti-Pakistan and anti-Kashmir sen-
timents. Indeed it is time that the 

sanity must prevail.
Significant is the fact that 

since India procured French Ra-
fale and American Sea Guardian 
Predators, Pakistan was antici-
pating the Indian madness. To re-
ciprocate, Pakistan has inducted 
HQ-9/P long range Surface to Air 
Missile system in its Air Defence 
capabilities along the LOC. Indeed 
this induction would be enough 
to counter any Indian misadven-
tures.

Yet again, tensions are high 
between India and Pakistan, the 
modern war-bugles in shape of 
jingoistic Indian media are al-
ready bugling aloud, and hate 
monger politicians like Narendra 

Modi, Amit Shah 
and Yogi Aditya-
nath are trumpet-
ing the warmon-
gering narratives 
in political rallies. 
It seems as if the 
nuclear neigh-
bours are once 
again at the verge 
of a clash.

Interestingly, 
the game of crick-
et has played a key 
role of icebreaker 
in the diplomat-
ic history of sub-

continent. Cricket is as followed 
in both Pakistan and India as 
religions. The emotional attach-
ment to the game on both sides 
of the border has enormous im-
portance. Not to be forgotten is 
the fact that the current Premier 
of Pakistan, Imran Khan is a for-
mer skipper and all rounder of 
Pakistan’s cricket team who won 
1992’s World Cup for Pakistan. 
There are several examples of 
past when leader of one country 
went to other side to watch his 
national team play against oth-
er’s. The cricket game has been 
providing the opportunity for 
not only leadership to leadership 
meet-ups but also people to peo-
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ple interactions.Pakistan is not 
the only neighbour that India has 
ongoing issues with, China too is 
building up against India on its 
borders. The Sino-India territori-
al differences exist since the In-
dian creation. Both fought a war 
in 60s on Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). The conflict on LAC is full 
of skirmishes.   

The latest is ongoing that 
got triggered in early summers 
of 2020 in Eastern Ladakh. The 
Galwan clash between India and 
China has opened up a new front 
for India. India indeed is defend-
ing itself on two fronts currently. 
The Chinese buildup in Arunachal 
Pradesh and on LAC suggests that 
China is not a holiday trip, rather 
it wants to constantly engage In-
dia on the front. The bilateral mil-
itary talks to resolve the territori-
al differences took place thirteen 
times so far but all in vain. Indian 
army’s Corps Commander of East-
ern Command, Lt. Geneal Manoj 
Pande, openly stated that China 
has already setup its three fully 
functioning airbases along the 
border with India and the work 
on fourth one will be completed 
soon. Moreover, India too had to 
increase its military presence on 
LAC to match the Chinese build-
up.Importantly, Chinese buildup 
comes at a time when India is 
openly portraying as flag-bearer 
of the US in the Indo-Pacific re-

gion. Being member state of the 
QUAD will indeed come at a cost 
for India. In contrast to this sce-
nario, India is confident that its 
alliance with the US in the US-Chi-
na Trade War will be an insurance 
justified. But, India needs to pon-
der upon important facts 
before cementing the 
alliance. Firstly, 
two front con-
flict will lead to 
disastrous re-
sults, mount-
ing to even bal-
kanisation of 
India. Second-
ly, India might 
lose Russia as an 
all seasoned friend in 
the region. Thirdly, India 
has turned itself into the frontline 
of western alliance against China, 
the ultimate focus of an economic 

and military 
giant like 
China would 
indeed be 
on the front-
line. Fourth-
ly, the alli-
ance against 
a powerful 
and self re-
liant neigh-
bour like 
China would 
require a 
heavy de-
p e n d e n c e 
on the west-

ern weaponry that would seek 
insane enhancement of defence 
budgets, a heavy burden on frag-
ile economy of a poor country like 
India.

Internally, India is faced with 
a menacing polarisation, that too 

on the behest of the ongoing 
ultranationalist politics. 

The resistance move-
ment in Kashmir is 

at its full swing. 
The abrogation 
of articles 370 
& 35A is turning 
out to be the fresh 

fuel for already 
existing freedom 

enchantments. Since 
the Indian occupation 

of Jammu and Kashmir has 
turned India into a jailor and Jam-
mu and Kashmir into an open jail, 
the courage of the valley’s youth 
and their dedication to the cause 
has doubled. 

India must understand that it 
might silence the voices of the val-
ley but it can never erase the idea 
of freedom from the minds and 
souls of the Kashmiris.

The draconian acts like Cit-
izenship Amendment Act (CAA) 
has further alienated the Muslims 
in India. One wonders, if India is 
faced with a warlike situation in 
nearing future, how it will seek 
loyalty of those whom today’s 
India disowns. The sudden pace 
of Khalistan movement suggests 
that today’s Indian Punjab seeks 
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justice once for all. Farmers’ 
protests are fast turning today’s 
Punjab into another resistance 
movement. The situation in the 
northeast India is no secret at 
all. Armed resistances in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur and 
Nagaland have been gaining mo-
mentum and pace. Naxal-Maoists 
movement is also active and was 
once rightly termed by former 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
as ‘the biggest threat to internal 
security of India’. India must un-
derstand that China is only at an 
arms length from Indian “Chick-
en’s Neck”. As India is in an open 
conflict with China as well as in-
ternally vulnerable, China will 
eventually exploit the Indian fault 
lines to weaken it internally. All 
China would 
need is finance 
the resistance 
m o v e m e n t s 
within India 
and turn them 
into armed 
s t r u g g l e s 
against Indian 
armed forces to 
engage the ene-
my from within. 
China has the 
right economic 
muscle to exe-
cute it. In fact, 
China can beat 
India without 
heating its own 

gun barrels.
It is indeed the right time for 

India to resolve its pending issues 
with the neighbours rather than 
portraying as senseless hegemon-
ic on the behest of those friends 
whose ships always reach late in 
wartime scenarios. Geographi-
cally, one can change friends but 
can never change neighbours. 
Frankly, Pakistan has an extensive 
bitter experience of such long dis-
tance love affairs.Meanwhile, in 
the latest developments from the 
playing fields of Asian cricket, the 
hosting of upcoming Asia Cup of 
2023 has been announced in fa-
vour of Pakistan. Importantly, the 
decision was taken by Asian Crick-
et Council (ACC) executive board 
meeting, chaired by Secretary of 
BCCI, Jay Shah. The decision in-

deed is very pleasant for Pakistan, 
especially when New Zealand and 
England refused to play in Pa-
kistan due to security concerns. 
The decision also is important as 
it gives a signal that India has no 
security-related issues in play-
ing in Pakistan. Indeed this is the 
right time for cricket to play its 
icebreaker role in subcontinent. 
Now when the Western cricketing 
nations refused to play in Paki-
stan owing to hoax security con-
cerns, it is time that PCB must in-
vite neighbouring BCCI to play in 
Pakistan. If not the national men’s 
team, then at least women or the 
under-19s. Every little helps when 
it comes to the Indo-Pak crick-
et.In the midst of all the trade-
mark subcontinental madness, 
only Cricket bat can stop the gre-

nades to be thrown 
across the LOC. In-
deed, Pakistan and 
India need a field 
to initiate talks. 
Why not compete 
in cricketfield rath-
er than battlefield. 
Indo-Pak dialogue 
longs for an ice-
breaker.

Infocus



18 / Melange  November 2021

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi

       BRI 
Reshaping 

Geo-Economic Order
CHINA IS PRO-AC-

TIVE IN CONSTRUCT-

ING A NEW TYPE 

OF GLOBAL ORDER 

PURSUING MUTUAL 

BENEFITS, EQUAL 

RIGHTS, OPENNESS, 

AND INCLUSIVENESS. 

EMBOLDENED BY THE 

ASPIRATION OF RE-

VIVING THE ANCIENT 

SILK ROUTE, IN THE 

SPAN OF LESS THAN A 

DECADE, CHINA HAS 

GAINED RESOUND-

ING SUCCESS BY 

TRANSCENDING THE 

PREPONDERANT BRI 

RHETORIC TO REALI-

TIES.

The author is the Digital 
Editor of The Asian Telegraph and Mélange 

International Magazine, and Research Associate at the 
Center of Pakistan and  International Relations (COPAIR)

The “Belt and Road Initia-
tive” (BRI) in limelight- 
global economic order 
took another stride amid 
of Chinese rise through 

its soft power expansionist drive 
and envisioned geo-economics 
prowess worldwide. In retrospect, 
the grand BRI initiative was two-
pronged: the overland Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the Maritime 
Silk Road. Beginning in the year 
2013, the two were collectively re-
ferred to first as the One Belt, One 
Road initiative but eventually be-
came the Belt and Road Initiative. 
The BRI led infrastructure develop-
ment plan aims to create a vast net-
work of railways, energy pipelines, 
highways, and some 50 special eco-
nomic zones—all of which would 
expand the international use of 
Chinese currency, the Renminbi 
and, thus declared Xi, “break the 
bottleneck in Asian connectivity.” 
viewed from the geopolitical lens, 
Beijing’s aim, through the BRI, is to 
strengthen its economic leadership 
while gaining political leverage 
over its neighbor’s and asserting 
its presence on the global stage. In 
other words, China’s BRI stands on 
the pillars of both geopolitical and 
economic motivations. 

Under this wide-ranging 
economic-driven initiative, Chi-
na is pro-active in constructing 
a new type of global order pur-
suing mutual benefits, equal 
rights, openness, and inclusive-
ness. Emboldened by the aspi-
ration of reviving the ancient 
Silk Route, in the span of less 
than a decade, China has gained 
resounding success by tran-
scending the preponderant BRI 
rhetoric to realities. From Asia 
to Europe, and the Middle East 
to Africa, different corridors 
and infrastructural projects 
predominantly revamping glob-
al geo-economic architecture 
whilst offering opportunities to 
two-third of the world popula-
tion to attain considerable gains 
through engagement and coop-
eration. Furthermore, to accom-
modate maritime trading traffic, 
it vowed to invest in the devel-
opment of ports alongside the 
Indian Ocean, from Southeast 
Asia and to East Africa and dif-
ferent parts of Europe. The sig-
nificant development expanded 
the horizons of geo-economics 
by accumulating a “blue econo-
my” and intensifying maritime 
affairs competition among the 
global contending powers and 
their alliances, most significant-
ly expanding China’s economic 
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and political influence. 
As far as its execution is 

concerned, China’s larger goal 
for the BRI is astounding for 
the entire world. For instance, 
more than sixty states ac-
counting for two-thirds of the 
world’s population has signed 
various mega projects or in-
tended of joining those proj-
ects. China has already spent 
an estimated $200 billion on 
various economic corridors 
almost all around the world. 
It is estimated that China’s ex-
penses of the BRI could reach 
$ 1.3 trillion by the year 2027, 
though estimates on total in-
vestments may vary depend-
ing on the execution and plan-
ning of the project. Experts see 
the BRI as vertex point of Chi-
nese statecraft under presi-
dent Xi and benchmark for the 
“Made in China 2025 Econom-
ic development strategy.” Chi-
na is stirred to increase global 
economic nexus to its western 
regions, which were neglect-
ed in past. Asia and the Mid-
dle East, especially through 
key strategic routes From 
Pakistan context, Apart from 
CPEC, it expands its horizons 
of assistance to the BRI vision. 
It has initiated the “Look Af-
rica Policy” multilateral en-
gagement campaign towards 
the African states to empow-
er the national foreign policy 
clout. However, China already 
making inroads towards Af-
rica under the BRI umbrel-
la, the Sino-Pak alliance with 
converging interests in Afri-

ca would of-
fer abundant 
opportunities 
for trade and 
economic coop-
eration. Thus, 
naval engage-
ment would 
assist the con-
solidation of 
BRI prospects 
and the future 
in Africa. Iran 
s u b s t i t u t e d 

India with China in the me-
ga-development project Cha-
bahr port, thus in foreseeable 
future, Beijing can initiate a 
naval bloc to ensure the safety 
and security of trading routes 
from Gwadar to Chabar port. 
Through CPEC Defense Corpo-
ration, it continues to prosper 
the indigenous capabilities 
through importing advanced 
technological advancement. 
Having a strong naval force 
as a strategic partner would 
assist China to undermine 
conceivable impediments re-
garding the BRI project world-
wide in foreseeable future. Al-
though both countries hold a 
strong partnership that needs 
to consolidate to further uplift 
the trajectory of the complete 
success of Beijing’s BRI proj-
ect. Furthermore, Pakistan 
pledges to seek a vibrant role 
in undermining the interven-
ing imperatives of CPEC and 
the BRI project. For instance, 
extending non-traditional se-
curities challenges- floods and 
pandemics is also a contribu-
tion of keeping the BRI am-
bitions on a smooth track. As 
officials from China, Pakistan, 
and Afghanistan revealed an 
inclination to extend the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), a flagship Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) project 
into Afghanistan, experts said 
that such projects could help 
boost Afghanistan’s exports, 
which is conducive to the 
country’s journey of peace, 
but the feasibility of the proj-

ect depends on whether the 
Afghan government and Tal-
iban forces can reach a con-
sensus on protecting overseas 
investment.  

From a geopolitical per-
spective, the BRI project led 
to competition among the US 
and China in pursuit of he-
gemony. The BRI underpins 
countering measures against 
the much-hyped US “pivot 
to Asia,” as well as a way for 
China to develop new invest-
ment opportunities, cultivate 
export markets, and boost 
Chinese incomes and domes-
tic consumption alongside in-
creasing in the sphere of soft 
power. As matter of fact, China 
now actively seeks to shape in-
ternational norms and institu-
tions and asserts its presence 
on the global stage through 
economic-oriented policies.  

Given the geostrategic sig-
nificance and geographic lo-
cation, the Indian Ocean has 
become the hub of a clash of 
interests between two major 
contending actors. Delhi ex-
tends its sphere of influence 
through collaboration with 
the US to assert pressure, and 
outplay China. The nuclear 
powers would have to keep 
regulating and realigning their 
respective nuclear postures 
and strategies to deal with the 
challenges that would ascend 
due to the building of arsenal 
and consequences of nuclear 
strategies of the powers ac-
tive in the Indian Ocean. The 
militarization of the Indian 
Ocean designs a vicarious 
drive towards hostile regional 
security architecture through 
intensified military-industrial 
complex and arms race. Frag-
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ers are determined to restruc-
ture the economy to avoid the so-
called middle-income trap. In this 
scenario, which has plagued close 
to 90 % of middle-income coun-
tries since 1960, wages go up and 
quality of life improves as low-
skilled manufacturing rises, but 
countries struggle to then shift 
to producing higher-value goods 
and services. 

Other countries have sought 
to balance their concerns about 
China’s ambitions against the 
BRI’s potential benefits. As far as 
opposing blocs are concerned, 
India diplomatic approach to con-
vince countries that the BRI is a 
plan to dominate Asia, warning of 
what some analysts have called a 
“String of Pearls” geo-economics 
strategy whereby 
China creates un-
sustainable debt 
burdens for its In-
dian Ocean neigh-
bors in order to 
seize control of 
regional choke 
points. In partic-
ular, New Delhi 
has long been un-
settled by China’s 
decades-long em-
brace of its tradi-
tional rival, Paki-
stan. Meanwhile, 
India has provided 
its own develop-
ment assistance to 
neighbors, most 
notably Afghani-
stan, where it has 
spent $3 billion 
on infrastruc-
ture projects during the US-led 
government. For reason, the US 
views India as a counterweight to 
a China-dominated Asia and has 
sought to knit together its stra-
tegic relationships in the region 
through the 2017 Indo-Pacific 
Strategy. Yet, despite US misgiv-
ings, India was a founding mem-
ber of China’s Asian Infrastruc-
ture Investment Bank (AIIB), and 
Indian and Chinese leaders have 
invested in developing closer dip-
lomatic ties. “India China in the 
multilateral arena for its own rea-

sons. Likewise, Japan also holds 
an identical strategy, balancing 
its interest in regional infrastruc-
ture development. In the year 
2016, Japan committed to spend-
ing $110 billion on infrastructure 
projects throughout Asia. Japan 
has, with India, also agreed to 
develop the Asia-Africa Growth 
Corridor (AAGC), a plan to de-
velop and connect ports from 
Myanmar to East Africa, thus the 
BRI also served as a precursor to 
creating an economic competitive 
environment, pushing the region-
al actors of Asia from a securi-
ty-driven mindset to the era of 
geo-economics. The horizons of 
BRI are not confined to Asia as it 
has extended its roots to Europe. 
Several states in Central and East-

ern Europe have accepted BRI fi-
nancing, and Western European 
states such as Italy, Luxembourg, 
and Portugal have signed provi-
sional agreements to cooperate 
on BRI projects. All those states 
agreed to frame cooperation as a 
way to invite Chinese investment 
and potentially improve the qual-
ity of competitive construction 
bids from European and US firms 
respectively. One of the key con-
figurations of BRI is an alignment 
of economic goals with Russia. 
As Russia’s relationship with the 

West has deteriorated, howev-
er, President Vladimir Putin has 
pledged to link his Eurasian vi-
sion with the BRI. Some experts 
are skeptical of such an alliance, 
which they argue would be eco-
nomically asymmetrical. Russia’s 
economy and its total trade vol-
ume are both roughly one-eighth 
the size of China’s—a gulf that 
the BRI could widen in the com-
ing years. Evidently, Moscow has 
become one of the BRI’s most en-
thusiastic partners, though it re-
sponded to Xi’s announcement at 
first with reticence, worried that 
Beijing’s plans would outshine 
Moscow’s vision for a “Eurasian 
Economic Union” and impinge on 
its traditional sphere of influence. 
China has captured the world’s 

attention by 
demonstrating 
the urgency of 
boosting infra-
structure de-
velopment and 
transnational 
connectivity as 
the next stage 
of economic 
globalization. 
Other global 
powers have 
been forced to 
respond to Chi-
na with their 

own infrastruc-
ture and connec-

tivity plans; the 
demand is high, and 

China is the first power 
to try to fill it. 
The BRI, however, is not 

only an initiative; it is a response: 
for one, to former US President 
Barack Obama’s ‘pivot to Asia’; 
and to the growing salience of 
the Indo-Pacific maritime geog-
raphy as well. In recent years, 
the Indo-Pacific has become cen-
tral to the security and foreign 
policies of countries like the US, 
Japan, Australia, India, the UK, 
France, Germany, and the coun-
tries of ASEAN. China is working 
to strengthen global economic 
links to its western regions, which 
historically have been neglected. 
Promoting economic develop-
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ment in the western province of 
Xinjiang, where the Communist 
Party of China has waged a brutal 
campaign of intimidation and vio-
lence against the Uighur Muslims, 
is seen as a priority. Its economic 
development during the last de-
cades has resulted in a position 
of influence, not only in regional 
terms but in world ones. It has 
consolidated its regional position 
in Asia, making a space for itself. 
In this sense, the Belt and Road 
initiative was launched 

Strengthening trade with 
other countries could prove to 
be a solution for the overcapac-
ity issue in some economic sec-
tors. Additionally, the BRI would 
help to transform China’s low-
end economic model to a more 
innovative one in fact a bench-
mark for the competitive world 
market structure. Also, the inter-
nationalization of the Renminbi 
it has managed to capsulate this 
notion. From the domestic point 
of view, the BRI seeks to improve 
the development of some prov-
inces by reducing regional dis-
parities and strengthen national-
ism by using the BRI as a way of 
fighting terrorism. Another kind 
of motivation, which is the most 
controversial one, is the expan-
sion of diplomatic and strategic 
influence. Although the starting 
point of the BRI is geo-economics, 
undoubtedly, the project has deep 
global geopolitical implications. It 
is not just a mere trade initiative. 
China is creating a new structure 
of international organizations, 
surrounding or with links to the 
BRI, with its own norms and 
rules. Some of them are similar 
to those established by the liber-
al international order, and others 
are inspired by the Chinese vision 
of international order.

China’s influence through 
the BRI (and through other chan-
nels) in neighboring States has 
increased considerably. For exam-
ple, the massive purchase of pub-
lic and private debt from differ-
ent countries is providing China 
with a strong influence over their 
economy. Nevertheless, not only 
is the established order chang-

ing at a regional level, but also at 
a global one. China is becoming a 
rulemaking country instead of a 
rule-following one, as we can ob-
serve from the creation of differ-
ent international organizations. 
This is having deep implications 
for the world in areas as differ-

ent as private international law, 
trade, and financial rules, etc.

Regarding the international 
system, China is following a joint 
strategy - creating a new interna-
tional architecture, and reforming 
the existing one. Now, the debate 
is about whether China will fol-
low the current liberal interna-
tional system, despite reshaping 
some aspects of it, or it will chal-
lenge the current global order, 
creating a new one with Chinese 
ideas in the center. Nonetheless, 
the BRI still needs to face several 
economic and security issues and, 
of course, needs to face the oppo-
sition of other countries in order 
to succeed. All in all, it is clear that 
China will influence the world as 
we know reshaping the Interna-
tional Economic Order. 

To conclude, with the revital-
ization of the ancient Silk Roads, 
the contours of new world order 
are unfolding. The BRI marks a 
turning point in China’s national 
policy to claim: promote the con-
nectivity of Asian, European, and 
African continents and their adja-
cent seas, establish and strength-
en partnerships among the coun-
tries along the Belt and Road, set 
up all-dimensional, multi-tiered, 
and composite connectivity net-
works, and realize diversified, 
independent, balanced and sus-
tainable development in these 
countries. 

“Under this wide-ranging eco-
nomic-driven initiative, China 
is pro-active in constructing 
a new type of global order 
pursuing mutual benefits, 
equal rights, openness, and 
inclusiveness. Emboldened 
by the aspiration of reviving 
the ancient Silk Route, in the 
span of less than a decade, 
China has gained resounding 
success by transcending the 
preponderant BRI rhetoric 
to realities. From Asia to Eu-
rope, and the Middle East to 
Africa, different corridors and 
infrastructural projects pre-
dominantly revamping glob-
al geo-economic architecture 
whilst offering opportunities 
to two-third of the world pop-
ulation to attain considerable 
gains through engagement 

and cooperation.”
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The Organization of the 
Islamic Conference 
(OIC) was founded 
with the aim of collab-
orating on internation-

al political problems concerning 
the Muslim World. Triggered by 
the arson attack on Masjid-i Aqsa 
in 1969 in particular, countries 
that came together in Rabat for 
an emergency summit immedi-
ately after the incident empha-
sized the importance of strong 
Muslim solidarity, which led to 
the creation of OIC. Later re-
named as the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation, OIC success-
fully developed its institutional 
structure over time and has even-
tually become the second largest 
intergovernmental organization 
after the United Nations, with 57 
member countries. In the mean-
time, the organization extended 
its horizons to multi-dimension-
al issues beyond politics, with 
economy being a primary focus.

  OIC has put forth notable ef-
forts to develop and strength-
en the economic relationships 
among its member countries. 
OIC countries like Turkey, which 

have diversified industries, have 
the potential to perform a critical 
role in leading investment and 
technology collaborations with-
in the group. Beyond the sincere 
political will required, OIC ur-
gently needs to reduce its vulner-
abilities and build solid econom-
ic structures for a more concrete 
solidarity.

   In this respect, OIC has put 
forth notable efforts to develop 
and strengthen the economic re-
lationships among its member 
countries.  For this purpose, the 
Framework Agreement on Trade 
Preferential System was adopted 
in 1990, later complemented by 
the Protocol on the Preferential 
Tariff Scheme (PRETAS) in 2005. 
Based on such regulations which 
pursued to promote intra-OIC 
trade, a target share of 20% was 
set to be achieved by 2015.

   As a result, it is important to 
evaluate the evolution of both 
global and intra-trade patterns 
exhibited by the group over 
time.  As it is well known, world 
trade gained considerable mo-
mentum in the 2000s, especially 
before the global financial crisis. 
Correspondingly, OIC data from 
the same period demonstrate a 

similar trend for the group over-
all, with a notable increase in 
trade volumes. In this respect, 
global exports of the OIC econo-
my rose from 487 billion dollars 
in 2001 to 1,911 billion dollars 
in 2008. After a temporary drop 
during the financial crisis, ex-
ports experienced a quick recov-
ery and ended up at 2,126 billion 
dollars as of 2014, despite some 
fluctuations in the meantime. 

However, it should be stated that 
the disappointing contraction in 
world trade in 2015 was reflect-
ed in the group’s export earnings, 
with a negative growth rate being 
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apparent during that period.
Likewise, the intra-OIC trade 
demonstrated a parallel upward 
trend during the 2000s, with a 
relatively modest performance. 
On the other hand, as presented 
in Graph 1, the latest data clearly 
show that the top destinations for 
OIC exports are still mainly non-
OIC economies, located mostly in 
Asia and Europe.

    Thus, at this point, examining 
the ratio of intra-OIC trade (with 
respect to the total group trade) 
would be quite helpful as a mean-
ingful tool to assess how the eco-
nomic collaboration has devel-
oped within the organization. As 
a first diagnosis in this context, 
calculations show that the share 
of the intra-OIC “exports” went 
up from 9.2% in 2001 to 15.4% 
in 2014, indicating an improved 
integration, as was intended. 
Nonetheless, while the ratio 
managed to reach a peak in 2014, 
it was observed to have weak-
ened in 2015, along with the sto-
ry of a sharp decline in exports, 
as mentioned above. In addition, 
when the “total trade” data are 
aggregated, the intra-group tar-

get of 20% seems to have been 
approached but not yet fulfilled.

The second basic finding re-
garding the organization’s trade 
outlook is in fact strongly re-

vealed by the recent drop in ex-
port revenues, which reflects the 
‘high dependence” of some mem-
ber countries on oil products. Al-
though there were other contrib-
uting factors, including the weak 
demand worldwide, the steep 
slump in the group’s economy in 
2015 can largely be explained by 
the collapse in commodity pric-
es. In this regard, understanding 
the product composition of the 
group makes substantial sense 
in order to examine the orga-
nization’s economic health. As 
demonstrated in Graph 2, which 
shows the shares of the top 10 
product categories based on the 
latest available data, the majority 
of the OIC goods exported to the 
world consists of mineral fuels 
and oils. The remaining goods, 
on the other hand, exhibit low 
single-digit shares in the overall 
portfolio, implying a low diver-
sification (high concentration) 
problem in the group’s produc-
tion structure, on average. While 
petroleum, as the main export, 
indicates unhealthy product con-
centration levels in certain mem-
ber countries, diversification has 
been achieved only by a limited 
number of economies including 
Turkey, Malaysia, Indonesia, Qa-
tar and the UAE.

   As it is well known, export 
diversification aims to enlarge 
trade portfolios in terms of prod-
ucts and partners. Beyond its 
contribution to growth, diversi-
fication is propounded to serve 
as a hedge against economic cri-
ses and shocks. When the latest 
product concentration ratio for 
OIC exports is computed, a rela-
tively high one is found out at the 
level of 0.35 (on a scale of 0 to 1, 
where 0 represents the lowest 
level of concentration).

   When it comes to intra-OIC 
trade, fossil fuel products still 
take the lead with a share of 29% 
in 2014, leaving relatively higher 

portions for the other items in 
the intra-OIC exports pie. There-
fore, while exports within the 
group itself appear to exhibit 
better diversification, this rosi-
er outlook emanates only from a 
few countries mentioned above, 
which managed to become diver-
sified in the 2000s with a range 
of manufactured goods. Accord-
ingly, the shares of the diversified 
countries in the intra-OIC exports 
were witnessed to go upwards 
upon the recent commodity col-
lapse. As of 2015, whereas Tur-
key, Malaysia, the UAE and Qatar 
led the intra-group exports, the 
countries with commodity-de-
pendent exports lost significant 
shares.

     Based on these findings, it 

can be concluded that the undi-
versified economic profiles of 
most of the OIC members pres-
ent an obstacle both to their own 
economic development and the 
potential for stronger solidarity 
in the group. Therefore, develop-
ing cooperative efforts to diversi-
fy the economic structure of the 
group turns out to be a significant 
task. In this sense, OIC countries 
like Turkey, which have diversi-
fied industries, have the potential 
to perform a critical role in lead-
ing investment and technology 
collaborations within the group. 
Beyond the sincere political will 
required, OIC urgently needs to 
reduce its vulnerabilities and 
build solid economic structures 
for a more concrete solidarity.

DEVELOPING 
COOPERATIVE EFFORTS 

TO DIVERSIFY THE 
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 

OF THE GROUP 
TURNS OUT TO BE A 
SIGNIFICANT TASK
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The seven Mujahideen 
groups duly supported 
by Pakistan had fought, 
defeated and ousted 
the occupying Soviet 

forces in Feb 1989 after a 10-
year bloody war. Left in a lurch 
by the USA, they got embroiled 
in a power struggle which led to 
a civil war in 1992. Tehreek-Tali-
ban-Movement (TTA) under Mul-
lah Omar originated in Kandahar 
in 1994 as a consequence of the 
highly disturbed security situa-
tion in Afghanistan. Mullah Ghani 
Baradar was Omar’s trusted dep-
uty. The Taliban were able to 
capture over 90% territory less 
Panjshir enclave in northeastern 
Badakhshan province.

After taking over power in 
Oct 1996, Mullah Omar estab-
l i s h e d 
I s l a m i c 
E m i ra te 
and in 
no time 
restored 
n or ma l -
cy. Only 
Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia and UAE recognized 
the Taliban regime. Sharia laws 
helped the inexperienced rulers 
to make the society crimes and 
vices free. However, war with the 
Northern Alliance under Ahmed 
Shah Masoud duly supported by 
Russia, Iran and the West contin-
ued unabated in the Panjshir.       

 When 9/11 happened, Af-
ghanistan was a peaceful country. 
In spite of the US/UN sanctions 
the Taliban regime had managed 
to run the state affairs fairly well. 
Al-Qaeda was blamed for the at-
tacks and the Taliban blamed 
for not handing over Osama bin 
Laden. These two reasons were 
played up to ignite the emotions 
of the Americans and to justify 
the invasion of Afghanistan in 
Oct 2001 and deposition of Tali-
ban regime.    

After getting regrouped in 
FATA, the TTA resorted to guer-
rilla warfare to confront many 
times bigger and stronger ene-
mies. Their strengths were reli-
gious ideology, valor, faith, will 
to die, suicide attacks and IEDs. 
All the Taliban leaders including 
Mullah Omar remained in hiding 
and couldn’t be traced by the CIA-
FBI in spite of big head money an-
nounced for each wanted leader. 
Omar died in 2013 but his death 
was kept secret. His successor 
Mullah Mansour Akhtar operat-
ing as the de facto commander 
from 2013 onwards was elected 
the Ameer in end July 2015 after 
Omar’s death was revealed. He 
cultivated relations with Iran in 
order to procure arms.     

Once the tide swung in fa-
vor of the Taliban after the with-
drawal of bulk of 140,000 foreign 

troops by Dec 2014 in accordance 
with Obama’s drawdown pro-
gram, and it was established that 
the Taliban couldn’t be defeated 
on the battleground or divided, 
use of airpower and drones was 
maximized, peace talks with the 
Taliban through their political 
office at Doha stimulated, not 
to make the war-torn country 
peaceful, but to divide the TTA.

The Afghan national army 
was trained by the US, British 
and Indian instructors. Emphasis 
was on making them self-reliant 
to be able to fight the Taliban in-
dependently.

The CIA and RAW estab-
lished Daesh-Khorasan (K) at 
Nangarhar in 2015 and was mar-
ried up with Jamaat-al-Ahrar led 
by Khalid Khurasani, a break-

away faction 
of TTP. 
E l e c t i o n s 
were held in 
March 2016 
in which only 
10% voters 
from urban 
centres and 

Afghan refugees in Pakistan vot-
ed, and a unity regime formed in 
Sept that year in which Ashraf 
Ghani was appointed President 
and Dr. Abdullah CEO/PM. The 
two leaders remained locked 
in a power tussle which further 
weakened the governance and 
institutions, and the writ of the 
government got confined to Ka-
bul only.

Corruption among the ruling 
regime scaled new heights and 
drug business kept flourishing 
making the country the biggest 
narcotic producing country of the 
world. Flow of dollars from the 
US modernized the major capital 
cities particularly Kabul, but also 
decayed the morality and values 
of the liberals and seculars. The 
downtrodden became poorer 
and they preferred to get recruit-
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ed in TTA.  
The ANDSF also got corrupt-

ed and soldiers and policemen 
became addicted to drugs and 
other social vices including sell-
ing of weapons to the Taliban 
and becoming their informers. 
Officers minted money by re-
cruiting ghost soldiers. Warlords 
and drug mafias kept filling their 
coffers and so did the US securi-
ty and defence contractorsraising 
and equipping ANA helped the US 
Military Industrial Complex to 
fatten the purses of the fat 
cats. The ANA on which $ 1.3 
trillion was spent couldn’t 
win a single battle against 
the Taliban and in each 
confrontation they were 
rescued by NATO air sup-
port. The phenomenon of 
green-over-blue attacks 
and suicides propped up 
and suicide cases among 
occupational troops suffer-
ing from home sickness and 
post trauma stress disorder 
jumped up.

 The Taliban managed their 
war expenditures through drug 
profits, seizure of NATO contain-
ers and levying tax on each pass-
ing container, or on development 
projects in areas under their in-
fluence. They earned $ 500 mil-
lion annually from the US kitty.

These negative develop-
ments enabled India to further 
consolidate its influence in Af-
ghanistan, keep the Kabul regime 
on a warpath with Islamabad, 
poison the ears of the Afghans 
against Pakistan, and to further 
bolster its clandestine opera-
tions in Pakistan.

Inequities and fault lines of 
the ruling regime made it un-
popular, thereby giving reasons 
to the Taliban to dub it as ille-
gitimate, and to refuse holding 
talks with it. ANA’s lack of will 
to fight allowed the Taliban to 
gain more and more space in all 

parts of the country.The US gov-
ernment kept bestowing favors 
to India to enable it to achieve its 
ominous objectives against Pa-
kistan. It kept pouring American 
taxpayers money in the kitty of 
Afghanistan to reinforce failure, 
while adopting a tight fisted and 
discriminatory policy against 

Pakistan.

The US Alternative Plans
Once the occupiers realized 

that stalemate on the battlefield 
favored the Taliban, and it was 
no longer possible to reverse 
the tide, the US made alternative 
plans so as not to lose Afghani-
stan. These were;

     The force level of the ANDSF 
was gradually raised to 352,000 
(Army, commandos, air force and 
police) and was equipped with 
sophisticated weaponry. They 
were trained to fight the Taliban 
independently from mid-2013 
onwards by handing over front-
line security to them.

  Divide Afghanistan on eth-
nic lines and hand over Eastern, 
Southern and parts of West-

ern Afghanistan to the Taliban 
where they had a definite supe-
riority. Retain Northern Afghan-
istan and integrate Central and 
Western parts including Kabul 
and Herat and continue fighting 
the Taliban. Major drawback in 
this option was the loss of the 
main supply route to Kabul via 
Torkham, and dependence upon 
the northern network which was 
dicey due to the unpredictability 

of Russia.
Instead of the whole of 

Northern Afghanistan, re-
tain Mazar-e-Sharif, Kun-
duz, Badakhshan and 
Bagram airbase. ·       In 
the backdrop of Panjshir 
Valley under Ahmad 
Shah Masoud having re-
mained unconquered 
during the rule of the 
Taliban in the 1990s, it 

was considered as an op-
tion to give last ditch battle 

duly backed by Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan. India’s air 

force was to supplement the US 
drone attacks from Farkhor air 
base in Tajikistan.

   Another plan envisaged 
making use of Daesh-K stationed 
at Nangarhar in 2015, coupled 
with 20,000 Blackwater ele-
ments based in Bagram base to 
help the ANA in retaining control 
over the cities. This force struc-
ture guided by CIA, RAW and 
NDS was considered sufficient to 
fill the power vacuum after the 
departure of US-NATO troops.

     Regroup TTP and Baloch 
rebel groups, bolster Daesh-K 
and bring them on one platform 
to continue destabilizing Paki-
stan.  

   Return power to the Taliban 
peacefully through a peace deal 
under a policy of give-and-take, 
so as to retain influence in Af-
ghanistan. The Doha agreement 
was signed after 18-month long 
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negotiations with this intent in 
mind. For the accomplishment 
of this plan, Pakistan was to be 
pressured to convince the Taliban 
to share power with Ashraf Ghani 
regime and to keep po-
litical Islam at bay.

New narratives after 
plans Misfired
Once all the plans 

misfired and      the Tal-
iban abruptly seized 
power on Aug 15, 
the baffled occupiers 
had to undertake ill-
planned and disorder-
ly withdrawal. To hide 
their mortification, 
the spoilers led by the 
US came out with new 
themes and narratives 
to discredit the Taliban 
and Pakistan.

To start with, the 
Indo-US-Western-Is-
raeli media blared fake 
news that the mon-
sters helped by Pak Army are on 
the verge of snatching power and 
soon there will be chaos, blood-
shed, civil war and refugee exo-
dus and the Afghan women would 
again be shackled. This narrative 
remained in play till July when 
90% of territory and majority of 
provinces including provincial 
capital cities had fallen and no 
case of human rights violation 

had taken place.
Taliban’s Master Stroke  
Learning lesson from their 

first takeover of power in 1996 in 
which about 8% of Panjshir Val-

ley couldn’t be captured, and it 
had provided an opportunity to 
Russia, Iran, India and the West 
to support the Northern Alliance, 
this time the Taliban changed 
their strategy and focused more 
on capturing almost the whole 
of Northern Afghanistan includ-
ing provinces of Badakshan and 
Kunduz as well as the palaces of 
Rashid Dostum, and then hom-

ing towards Kabul. Strategy of 
encirclement and choking of cit-
ies was adopted. After the fall of 
a provincial capital city, (34 in 
numbers), the Taliban prisoners 

were released who 
beefed up the com-
bat strength.
All trade points 
with the six neigh-
bors and inter-pro-
vincial toll plazas 
were captured and 
kept functional to 
earn income. 

Wherever the 
ANA soldiers didn’t 
put up a fight and 
surrendered, the 
Taliban forgave 
them. This led to a 
chain reaction and 
surrender became 
a norm thereby 
providing fillip to 
the conquests of 
the Taliban.Unlike 
the Bolsheviks, the-

French and American revolution-
aries, the Saudis, the Iranians and 
many others who butchered their 
fallen foes and raped their wom-
en, the Taliban announced gen-
eral amnesty, which was unique. 
By treating the captured or sur-
rendering Afghan Army soldiers 
humanely irrespective of their 
ethnic background,

The US government kept bestowing favors 
to India to enable it to achieve its ominous 
objectives against Pakistan. It kept pouring 
American taxpayers money in the kitty 
of Afghanistan to reinforce failure, while 
adopting a tight fisted and discriminatory 
policy against Pakistan.Divide Afghanistan on 
ethnic lines and hand over Eastern, Southern 
and parts of Western Afghanistan to the 
Taliban where they had a definite superiority. 
Retain Northern Afghanistan and integrate 
Central and Western parts including Kabul 
and Herat and continue fighting the Taliban. 
Major drawback in this option was the loss of 
the main supply route to Kabul via Torkham, 
and dependence upon the northern network 
which was dicey due to the unpredictability of 

Russia. 
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the Taliban neutralized 
them, thereby making their task 
of capturing major capital cities 
easier. 

The other notable thing was 
that no incident of killing, theft, 
and rape took place in all the cap-
tured areas. Normal routine was 
not disrupted, and educational 
institutes, offices and businesses 
were not closed. Their benevo-
lence won the hearts of the peo-
ple and shattered the demonizing 
myths. Urban dwellers welcomed 
them and chanted pro-Taliban slo-
gans which further shattered the 
morale of Afghan soldiers. Conse-
quently, when the Taliban knocked 
at the gates of Kabul on Aug 14, 
they encountered no resistance.

After dominating all the 
roads leading to Kabul and sur-
rounding and choking the capi-
tal city, the Taliban succeeded in 
entering Kabul and capturing it 
without firing a bullet.

After the botched drama 
staged at Kabul airport, the 
mountainous Panjshir under 
son of Ahmad Shah Masoud and 
Amrullah Saleh was played up 
which had been stocked with 
huge dumps of armaments. The 
Taliban managed to capture it on 
Sept 6 and the two leaders fled to 
Tajikistan.
Divine Intervention  

Notwithstanding will-full ef-

forts of the US led western world 
to economically incapacitate the 
newly formed interim Taliban 
regime on Sept 11, the latter to-
day has huge caches of sophisti-
cated armaments left behind by 
the foreign forces which include 
tanks, APCs, Humvis, artillery 
guns, rockets, small arms, jets, 
gunship helicopters, night vision 
goggles, radars, super computers 
etc. Damaged equipment is re-
pairable. According to some esti-

mates the equipment is worth $ 
85 billion, sufficient to raise sev-
eral corps and air force.

They have also been gifted 
well-developed infrastructure, 
eight high-tech military bases, 
schools, colleges and universi-
ties, airports, dry ports, mod-
ernized provincial capital cities 
particularly Kabul studded with 
large numbers of high quality 
shopping malls, plazas, hotels, 
restaurants, gaming clubs, parks, 
sports grounds, water filtration 
plants, sewerage system, hospi-
tals, gas and electricity projects.

India gifted parliament build-
ing, two dams, Zaranj-Dilaram 
Highway, several educational in-
stitutes, healthcare in rural areas, 
and structured RAAM and NDS 
intelligence outfits.The fleeing Af-
ghan elites have also left behind 
plenty of foreign currency recov-
ered from their palatial houses.Af-
ghanistan has trillions of dollars’ 
worth untapped mineral resourc-
es which the US couldn’t extract 
due to insecurity.
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One of the contours of 
Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy is to maintain and 
strengthen friendly re-
lations with the Mus-

lim world. It has actively played 
a role in mediating issues of Mid-
dle East pertaining to regional 
peace and stability. Even though 
the geopolitics of the Middle East 
and ties with Pakistan go hand 
in hand, Pakistan’s economic re-
lations with Middle East have 
stood the test of the time. 

The Shifting Sands of Middle 
East and Pakistan 

Pakistan’s relations with the 
Gulf States have recently been 
topsy-turvy due to the geopolit-
ical realities of the Middle East, 
the recent rapprochement of 
GCC countries and Israel, and the 
shift in GCC’s approach towards 
India; owing to its large mar-
ket and strategic significance in 
the global and regional politics. 
Moreover, the ties between Pa-
kistan and GCC countries have 
been affected by many reasons; 
one of them being the insignifi-

cant stance of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on 
Kashmir after its special status 
was revoked. It was perceived to 
be in return of the Indian mon-
etary blessings over the GCC 
countries. Secondly the normal-
ization of the ties between the 
Arab countries and Israel left Pa-
kistan annoyed who called this 
normalization as a compromise 
on the Palestinian cause.

Pakistan-Turkey Entente
The Muslim nationalism 

that is embedded in both of the 
nations through the years till 
the contemporary period, have 
shaped the aspects of Paki-
stan-Turkey bilateral relation-
ship. Turkey’s call for the Kash-
miri cause changed the course 
of the geopolitics that followed. 
Both the states have been en-
joying a strengthened strategic 
partnership in the recent years 
following a changing global or-
der. The two countries share a 
bond that focuses on different 
elements of national power i.e. 
military, geostrategic location, 
and a large population that 
drives defense, diplomatic, eco-
nomic, technological and politi-
cal cooperation. On January 23, 
2021, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, at a ceremony 
for Turkish built naval vessels 
and a corvette for the Pakistan 
Navy, stated that the defense and 
industrial cooperation between 
Pakistan and Turkey is of a great 
potential, while describing both 
the states as brotherly countries.

The leadership of both the 
states has vowed to strength-
en their relation in the 
e c o n o m i c domain through 
Pakistan-Tur- key Strategic Eco-
nomic Framework announced 
in 2021. This framework under-
lines 71 items for boosting the 
trade and commercial ties be-
tween both the states. The bilat-
eral trade between Pakistan and 
Turkey stands at about $800 mil-
lion. Since the past 23 years, Pa-
kistan’s exports to Turkey have 
improved at a rate of 3.35%, from 
being $149 million in 1995 to 
$328 million in 2019. Moreover, 
there is a need to further tap 
the Pakistan-Turkish econom-
ic potential by inviting Turkish 
investors to CPEC and strength-
ening the Free Trade Agreement 
and realizing the importance of 
citizen diplomacy through peo-
ple-to-people contacts. 

Iran-Saudi rivalry and 
Pakistan

Pakistan has a population of 
about 200 million where a Shia 
minority exists alongside a Sun-
ni majority. It has been aiming 
for improving its ties with Iran 
and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia at 
the same time due to the fragile 
regional stability. Pakistan has 
been playing a role of a mediator 
in Middle Eastern conflicts due 
to the imperatives of economic 
relationship that Pakistan has 
with both the rivals. Historically, 
Saudi Arabia has been a helping 
hand to Pakistan during its eco-
nomic crisis. Pakistan depends 
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heavily on petroleum im-
ported from KSA. 80% of 
Pakistan’s oil imports come 
from UAE and KSA. While 
disruption of the oil sup-
ply can have adverse con-
sequences, the impacts on 
Pakistan can be disastrous. 
It can lead to an increase 
in oil prices, pushing the 
country towards inflation. 
Pakistan and Iran bilat-
eral trade stands at $359 
million. Both the states 
have repeatedly aimed to 
enhance their economic 
engagement. Pakistan and 
Iran are members of the 
Economic Cooperation Organi-
zation (ECO), launched in 1985 
that focuses on transit trade, in-
tegrating the landlocked coun-
tries and cooperation in various 
fields to facilitate inter-regional 
economic activity. Moreover, the 
Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline that 
is stands halted, is significant for 
the development of Balo

lochistan and the South 
Asian region. Due to the  tumul-
tuous relationship between the 
two Middle Eastern rivals, Paki-
stan should not compromise on 
its policy of neutrality. Pakistan 
needs to attract the Saudi inves-
tors to CPEC and assisting in the 
diversification of the Saudi econ-
omy. Keeping in view the Sau-
di financial support in times of 
need, and Iran as a natural trad-
ing partner as a neighbor, Paki-
stan should avoid being drawn in 
their rivalry.

Geo-Economic Prospects  for 
Pakistan  

• Middle East holds im-
portance for Pakistan in terms 
of foreign aid and remittances. 
Pakistan recognizes the impor-
tance of cross-border trade as-
sociated with the Middle Eastern 
region that can help in evolving 
the geo-economic prospects in 
the region. This aspect can be 
beneficial for Pakistan’s strug-
gling economy. 

• Pakistan should restart 
the deliberations over a Free 
Trade Agreement (FTA) with the 
GCC countries to revitalize the 
regional trade. With an overall 
declined trajectory of trade, an 
FTA for the Middle East can be a 
golden opportunity for Pakistan.

• Oman in this regard re-
mains to be untapped economi-
cally despite the fact that Oman 
is relatively closer to Pakistan 
than the other Arab countries. 

Nearly 800,000 Paki-
stanis are working in 
Oman. Moreover, the val-
ue of Pakistan’s exports to 
Oman stands at approx-
imately $118 million. So 
Pakistan needs to focus 
on forging economic ties 
with it along with defence 
cooperation.

• Iran has been un-
der tremendous pressure 
due to the halted oil ex-
port, currency deflation, 
and massive sanctions by 
the West that led to height-
ened inflation. Pakistan, 
through its political and 
diplomatic offices should 
work towards bridging the 
gap between GCC countries 
and Iran. Not only this, the 
Iran-China deal can be a 
positive sign for regional 
strategic projection. Keep-
ing in view the Indian influ-
ence in the region, this deal 
can be a check on India in 

Pakistan’s backyard particularly 
the act of creating instability in 
Balochistan clandestinely. 

• UAE hosts the sec-
ond-largest Pakistani diaspo-
ra. Pakistan’s exports to Dubai 
amount to $1.3 billion that wit-
nessed an increase of 14% since 
2020, and remittances from the 
UAE during March 2021 were 
$590 million. It signals the sig-
nificance of UAE as a center 
of regional value chains. Paki-
stan needs to bolster its trade 
relations with UAE, especially 
through its participation at the 
Dubai Expo 2020.

Conclusion
Realizing the geo-economic 

prospects, Pakistan has evolved 
with a renewed Middle East Pol-
icy. Highlighting the econom-
ic cooperation that is based on 
trade, commerce, developmental 
and infrastructural projects, and 
tourism should be the priority of 
the policymakers. Pakistan is ex-
pected to adapt to the turning ta-
bles in Middle East, to secure its 
economic interests. In the wake 
of the shift towards focusing on 
geo-economics, Pakistan should 
adopt a robust policy to reori-
ent itself in releasing this aspect 
of its relations with the Middle 
East.

Realizing the geo-economic prospects, 
Pakistan has evolved with a renewed 
Middle East Policy. Highlighting the 
economic cooperation that is based 
on trade, commerce, developmental 
and infrastructural projects, and 
tourism should be the priority of the 
policymakers. Pakistan is expected to 
adapt to the turning tables in Middle 
East, to secure its economic interests. In 
the wake of the shift towards focusing 
on geo-economics, Pakistan should 
adopt a robust policy to reorient itself 
in releasing this aspect of its relations 

with the Middle East
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The US-India strategic 
partnership has been 
the hallmark of the 
bilateral relationship 
between India and the 

United States since 2005 when 
the two countries signed the 
civil nuclear deal. The then U.S. 
President George W. Bush ad-
dressed this bilateral relation-
ship through expansive diploma-
cy with India. The Indo-US civil 
nuclear agreement was one such 
feat in the Bush-Singh interac-
tion that brought the two coun-
tries closer than ever before. 
The International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), responsible for 
nuclear safeguards and security 
oversight, also acknowledged the 
safeguard agreement and inspec-
tion plan with New Delhi on Au-
gust 1, 2008. The strategic com-
munity in the world criticized the 
deal as it overruled the Nonpro-
liferation Treaty’s (NPT’s) princi-
ples, since India was not part of 
the NPT. To add insult to injury, 
the successive American pres-
idents, leading from Bush and 
Obama, have tried to secure for 
India a membership of the Nucle-
ar Supplier Group (NSG), the elite 
network of suppliers of nuclear 
materials and technology, con-
fined to around forty members 
states of the NPT. However, Chi-
na has blocked the move of the 
Indian membership in the NSG 

because it would 
be discriminato-
ry and a violation 
of the standard 
non-prol i fera-
tion criteria. 

The two coun-
tries, India, and 
the United States, 

also signed defense agreements 
to supply high-tech military ma-
chinery to India. Since Washing-
ton saw India as the “net pro-
vider of security and stability in 
South Asia,” the then U.S. Pres-
ident Bush also signed another 
agreement with the then Indian 
prime minister, called Next Steps 
in Strategic Partnership (NSSP). 
Later, the succeeding president 
Barrack Obama signed the $10 
billion agreement of Defense 
and Technology Trade Initiative 
(DTTI). These two agreements 
essentially elevated India’s sta-
tus in the region, not least when 
President Barak Obama consid-

ered the Indo-US strategic part-
nership as the defining feature 
of the 21st century. In the sec-
ond term of President Obama, 
the American Congress passed 
the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act in 2016 that regarded 
New Delhi as the “major defense 
partner” of the United States. No 
wonder then that between 2010 
and 2020, India’s defense pur-

chases from the United States 
have crossed $15 billion. The 
sale of 22 Predator Guardian 
drones to India in 2017 made 
the country the only country af-
ter the U.S’s NATO allies acquired 
the technology. The U.S. also sup-
plied the P-8 maritime patrol air-
craft, C-130 and C-17 transport 
aircraft, M777 howitzers, and 
Apache and Chinook helicopters 
to India.

Under the Indian Con-
gress-led governments, India 
had been reluctant to sign the 
foundational agreements with 
the United States that would 
have made India a kind of ally of 
the U.S., and the American forc-
es could use the Indian military 
and naval platforms. Due to the 
reluctance, the U.S. didn’t pro-
vide India with high-tech defense 
weaponry. However, after Bhara-
tiya Jannata Party’s Modi came 
into power, he started signing the 
foundational agreements with 
the United States, starting with 
the Logistics Exchange Memo-
randum of Agreement (LEMOA), 
a modified version of the original 
Logistics Exchange Agreement 
(LEA), which would otherwise 
make the American forces use 
the Indian military platforms and 
Under the LEMOA, the U.S. would 
be able to use Indian military and 
naval facilities on a case-by-case 
basis, and that too temporarily, 
pending the Indian government’s 
approval. Under this agreement, 
the two countries can make the 
military platforms interoperable 
and work toward secure com-
munications, the characteristics 
essential for joint naval and mili-
tary operations.
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The incidents of the suppres-
sion of media, exclusion of wom-
en from public participation, and 
the ban on girls’ education in Af-
ghanistan do not portray an en-
couraging picture for the U.S. and 
other major democratic powers 
to overcome that struggle and 
help the Taliban address gover-
nance economic issues. That kind 
of engagement would, in a way, 
confer legitimacy on the Taliban. 
However, India’s potential pur-
chase of the Russian-supplied 
S-400 missile defense system 
worth US$6 billion would 
make the chances of interop-
erability between India and 
the U.S. impossible. More-
over, the U.S. has enacted the 
Countering American Ad-
versaries through Sanctions 
Act (CAATSA) to sanction 
any country that acquired 
a large-scale military tech-
nology from Russia. In the 
recent visit, American dep-
uty secretary of state Wendy 
Sherman did allude to the 
challenge in the relationship 
as far as the Indian purchase 
of S-400 was concerned. The 
U.S. has already sanctioned 
Turkey, one of its NATO al-
lies, under the CAATSA, for 
its purchase of S-400. Apart 
from that, the two countries have 
also conducted joint maritime 
exercises in the Indo-Pacific. The 
U.S., India, Japan, and Austra-
lia, collectively called the QUAD, 
have joined hands in coordinat-
ing efforts to uphold the freedom 
of navigation in the Indo-Pacific 
Ocean and counter China’s mari-
time assertiveness. However, due 
to China’s possible annoyance at 
such policies conducted by Quad, 
these countries do not name Chi-
na in their official declarations. 
Therefore, the India-US strate-
gic alliance has negative impli-
cations for Islamabad’s security 
and regional peace. The increas-
ing sale of advanced military and 

dual-use nuclear technologies to 
New Delhi has engendered stra-
tegic stability in Southern Asia. 
The quantitative and qualitative 
increase in India’s arms and stra-
tegic forces, growing nuclear pol-
icy ambiguity coupled with the 
policy of surgical strikes, has re-
sulted in deterrence and strategic 
instability in South Asia.

As mentioned earlier, supply 
of advanced military technolo-
gy, nuclear related material, and 
state of the art weapons to India 
has the potential to lower the nu-

clear deterrence in the region. 
Hence, it encourages Pakistan to 
pursue defensive plans, includ-
ing, acquisition of a sophisticated 
and long-range delivery systems, 
production of fissile material and 
Low Yield Battel Field Weapons 
to maintain the credible deter-
rence against India. Ironically, Pa-
kistan’s defensive response and 
efforts to establish Balance of 
Power (BoP) and strategic stabil-
ity in the region face opposition 
of the U.S.

Afghanistan Factor-Taliban Re-
gime 

After the Taliban took control 
of the entire country of Afghan-

istan, they announced an inter-
im government, the majority of 
which comprised the Pashtuns, 
had no women representation, 
and literally no one outside the 
Taliban movement. To conclude, 
instability in Afghanistan has al-
ways been touted as having the 
potential to cause instability in 
Pakistan. The Taliban’s military 
victory in Afghanistan has result-
ed in refugee flows in Pakistan 
and has the potential to push 
terrorist attacks on an upward 
trajectory however 2019 was 
considered the safest year in Pa-
kistan’s recent history and con-
tractor workforce. Subsequently, 
before the Taliban took control 
of Kabul, Pakistan was desiring 
a geo-economic shift in its for-
eign policy. It wanted to engage 
with the U.S. and other major 
countries, including those in the 
neighborhood, for regional eco-
nomic integration and peace in 
the region. It turns out, strength-
ening the India-US strategic alli-
ance and emerging dynamics in 
Kabul has simultaneously thrown 
a wet blanket on Pakistan’s plans. 
In order to counter the implica-
tions of the India-US partnership 
and emerging dynamics in the 
region, Pakistan should enhance 
military capabilities and reach 
out to other like-minded coun-
tries for a collective framework 
to mitigate India’s offensive de-
signs and bring peace-stability 
and security in Afghanistan. 

U.S. and other major 
countries, including those in 
the neighborhood, for regional 
economic integration and 
peace in the region. It turns 
out, strengthening the India-
US strategic alliance and 
emerging dynamics in Kabul has 
simultaneously thrown a wet 
blanket on Pakistan’s plans. In 
order to counter the implications 
of the India-US partnership and 
emerging dynamics in the region, 
Pakistan should enhance military 
capabilities and reach out to 
other like-minded countries for a 
collective framework to mitigate 
India’s offensive designs and 
bring peace-stability and security 

in Afghanistan.
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The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, in collaboration 
with the Office of the 
UN Resident Coordi-
nator, organized an 

event to celebrate the 76th 
anniversary of the found-
ing of the United Nations. 
Foreign Secretary Sohail 
Mahmood was the 
Chief Guest. A video 
message of the UN 
Secretary General was 
featured at the event.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Foreign Secretary 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s abid-
ing commitment to multilat-
eralism, with the UN playing a 
central role for promoting peace, 
security, development and hu-
man rights for all. He stated that 
multilateralism was, and will 
remain a central feature of Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy. The For-
eign Secretary noted Pakistan’s 
constructive contributions to the 
work of the UN in promoting the 
fundamental principles of the UN 
Charter, including in the areas of 
peacekeeping, refugee protec-
tion, humanitarian action, cli-
mate change, and international 

cooperation for sustainable de-
velopment. 

Noting the various accom-
plishments of the UN over the 
last 76 years, the Foreign Secre-
tary underscored that the UN’s 
mission of decolonization was 
not yet complete as the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir still awaited 
the exercise of their inalienable 
right to self-determination as 
promised to them by the resolu-
tions of the UN Security Council. 
He commended the UN for taking 
the lead in rallying international 
support for addressing the hu-
manitarian crisis in Afghanistan 
and preventing its economic col-
lapse, adding that Pakistan was 
playing its due role in support of 
that goal.

The Foreign Secretary 
thanked all UN Agencies, Funds 
and Programmes working in the 
country for their partnership 
with Pakistan for advancing its 
socio-economic development 
objectives. 

The UN Resident Coordi-
nator, Mr. Julien Harneis, high-

lighted the multifaceted UN 
activities in Pakistan and 

appreciated the assis-
tance by Government of 

Pakistan in evacuation 
of UN staff members 

from Afghanistan 
and facilitating 

the provision of 
much needed 

humanitarian re-
lief to the country. A 

youth representative 
also shared her views 

on the expectations 
from the United Nations 

for meeting contemporary 
challenges.

The event was attend-
ed by the Heads of Diplomatic 

Missions and UN agencies based 
in Islamabad, as well as senior 
government officials and mem-
bers of the UN staff. The event 
also showcased the cooperation 
between UN Agencies and Gov-
ernment of Pakistan in the areas 
of health, food security, and en-
vironmental protection, capaci-
ty-building and socio-economic 
development. 

The UN 76th Anniversary
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Minister for Infor-
mation and Broad-
casting Chaudhry 
Fawad Hussain says 
that a new dimen-

sion has already been added in 
the relations with Turkey during 
the tenure of the government of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.

Addressing a ceremony in 
Islamabad to celebrate 98th anni-
versary of Turkish Republic Day, 
he said Pakistan and Turkey had 
deep fraternal everlasting ties, 
which would continue forever.                                            

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain 
said that Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan and Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan were 
enjoying close relation-
ship, as both leaders 
had a common vision to 
solve problems facing 
the Muslim Ummah.It 
is noted that, Pakistan’s 
leadership congratu-
lated the government and people 
of Turkey ahead of the country’s 
98th Republic Day on Friday.The 
day marks the declaration of the 
Republic of Turkey on Oct. 29, 
1923.“The Republic Day of Turkey 

is a reminder of the valiant and 
successful struggle of the Turk-
ish nation under the leadership 
of Ghazi Mustafa Kamal Ataturk 
against colonialism and imperial-
ism,” Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said in a letter to Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

He said the progress and 
prosperity achieved by the Turk-
ish nation in these 98 years is a 
source of pride for the people of 
Pakistan.“The people of the two 
countries have always stood with 
each other, and will continue to 
do so in the future,” Khan added.

He underlined that Pakistan 
and Turkey enjoy fraternal bonds 
forged centuries ago through a 
shared culture and religious, spir-
itual and linguistic heritage.Both 
countries also share a common vi-

sion and approach on contem-
porary challenges 
and finding com-
mon solutions, 
Khan added.“Pa-
kistan and Turkey 
have always en-
deavored to pro-
mote peace and 
stability in their 
respective regions 
and beyond,” he 
said.In a separate 
letter to Erdogan, 
President Arif Alvi 
said the govern-

ment and people of Pakistan will 
continue to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the Turkish nation 
for peace, development and secu-
rity. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi said Turkey’s glo-
rious journey under Ataturk’s 
leadership against the forces of 
imperialism also inspired the 
Muslims of South Asia.“Our two 
nations have stood by each other 
in full solidarity at all times and 
on all issues. I have no doubt that 
this friendship will continue to 
flourish in all fields in the years 
to come,” he said.Asad Qaiser, Pa-
kistan’s parliament speaker also 
sent a letter to his Turkish coun-
terpart Mustafa Sentor, felicitat-
ing the Turkish government and 
nation on their 98th Republic Day.

  Turkey’s 98th Republic Day
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After the partition of 
the sub-continent and 
emergence of Pakistan 
in 1947, then Prime 
Minister Liaquat Ali 

Khan was invited by both the for-
mer Soviet Union and the United 
States to visit their respective 
countries. In the beginning the 
Relations between Pakistan and 
Russia were missing the warmth 
that later indulged in their ties. 
The cold war period was also cold 
with regards to relations be-
tween the two countries. From 
Russian point of view, good re-
lations with Pakistan act as a 
counterbalance to the United 
State’s inclusive influence and 
could bring another partner in 
support of its security aims in 
the region. Russia hopes that 
improving ties with Pakistan 
gives it pull at two levels. 
     One, it will get hold of an ad-
vantage on issues of terrorism 
and on Afghanistan by build-
ing better relations with Islam-
abad. Russia-Pakistan relations 
have many invariables and vari-
ables as well. Invariables could 
be acknowledged as geography/
Afghanistan, historical perspec-
tives and the India factor. Vari-
ables are Russian defence and 
energy surpluses, US hostility 
towards Kremlin, China and our 
market. The post-Soviet resump-
tion of relations between Russia 
and Pakistan, the past Cold War 
rivals, started in 2011 when ties 
between Pakistan and United 
States were not the same as ear-
lier. Pakistan has decided to ap-

proach Russia in order to expand 
its foreign policy options. There-
fore, at that stage Military diplo-
macy (and exchanges) led the 
plan. While having a look of the 
many evident factors it becomes 
clearer that Pakistan and Russia 
inhabit common neighbourhood, 
with Afghanistan remaining an 
obligatory attribute. Both coun-
tries are in favour of stability in 
Afghanistan. Russia very much 
in desire to prevent the growing 

drug smuggling through Tajiki-
stan while keeping the Central 
Asian republics which are its tra-
ditional backyard free from any 
radical persuades.        
        While emulating the similar-
ity in the stance both Pakistan 
and Russia are supporting an 
“Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” 
solution.  In the projected eco-
nomic cooperation with Pakistan, 
Russia is said to have an invest-
ment portfolio of $14 billion in 
gas infrastructure. The $2 billion 
North-South gas pipeline project 
from Karachi to Lahore, agreed in 
2015, is another sign of econom-

ic cooperation. The Islamabad 
Moscow security partnership has 
fortified and extended since late 
2014, when the two countries 
signed their defense cooperation 
agreement. The evolving strate-
gic environment in South Asia, 
in addition to changing power 
arrangements at the global lev-
el, has led to various imperative, 
yet strange, association patterns. 
Russia and Pakistan, once Cold 
War opponents, are encouraging 

bilateral ties across different 
spheres. One can effortlessly 
gaze the cordial relations be-
tween the two countries which 
is actually exhibition of new for-
eign policy directives.
            The relations between 
the two are not only limited 
to defense sector, but can be 
seen in the economic and de-
velopment sectors. Russia has 
time and again supported Pa-
kistan’s Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) member-

ship bid. Russia is also energized 
and having positive intentions 
regarding China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) and it is 
showing interest to link CPEC 
with its own Eurasian Econom-
ic Union (EEU) project. Such 
large-scale infrastructure proj-
ects could change Pakistan into a 
transit hub. According to the most 
recent UN World Investment Re-
port, Pakistan received around 
US$2.1 billion (S$2.82 billion) of 
foreign direct investment (FDI) 
in 2020. This number is basically 
insignificant when compared to 
India’s FDI influx of US$64 billion 
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(SG$85.9 billion), regardless of 
the fact that the world economy 
being hit by the pandemic. Out-
side investment and support, 
mainly from China, have been 
noteworthy to Pakistan’s eco-
nomic and industrial develop-
ment. Yet, there are challenges to 
draw investments over the years. 
In this feature, the Russian ef-
forts to incorporate the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU) with the 
BRI can provide Pakistan with a 
wonderful opportunity to attract 
more investments. 

  The leadership from both 
sides also appears to be very 
much pragmatic regarding 
building the new phase of re-
lations. Russia both countries 
are negotiating potential en-
ergy deals worth in excess of 
$10 billion. In 2018, Russia 
appointed an honorary coun-
cil in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa 
province, where the efforts 
are in progress to build an 
oil refinery and a power sta-
tion. Pakistan and Russia has 
also signed an inter-govern-
mental agreement (IGA) on 
energy, paving the way for 
Russian state-giant Gazprom 
to enter negotiations to supply 
LNG to Pakistan. political and 
economic convergence through 
consultations on the developing 
security architecture in the Asia 
pacific region as well Greater 
Eurasian Region. Moreover, as 
Pakistan is a large and significant 
Muslim country Pakistan china 
and Russian alliance is some-
thing the analysts around the 
world are not only talking about 
but are also concerned enough to 
discover more. The varying dy-
namics of the region can further 
be dominant to build more future 
directives but one thing is very 
much evident that the relations 
between Pakistan and Russia 
have already taken another com-
mute. On issues of mutual and 
supreme importance both coun-
tries have constantly supported 
each other. There are other areas 
where Pakistan Russia econom-
ic partnerships can be strength-

ened. The relationship is now out 
of the wood and moving forward 
on some better dimensions. Paki-
stan and Russia have made sub-
stantial attempts to strengthen 
the relations, particularly in the 
past 15 years.  The recent visit of 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov to Pakistan has confirmed 
to be an optimistic omen in terms 
of connecting the gap.  During his 
visit he said that “we have pro-
vided 50,000 doses of anti-Covid 
vaccine to Pakistan and intend to 
provide 150,000 more”. He fur-
ther added that “both countries 
were considering a new proto-

col on the ‘stream gas pipeline 
project.’” He also highlighted the 
implication of trade ties for both 
nations. . During the visit of the 
Russian Foreign Minister, the 
both sides have decided to con-
clude the North South Gas pipe-
line that has been renamed by 
both sides last year in November 
as the “Pakistan Stream Gas Pipe-
line (PSGP) Project.” Apart from 
renaming the pipeline, there is 
slight further agreement about 
the sharing of shares where the 
official estimates propose that 
Russian side will obtain 26 per 
cent of the shares from this proj-
ect. Islamabad will look after the 
Pakistani side of interests, while 
Moscow will handle the logistics 
and monetary affairs. Russian 
companies will lend a hand to 
improve the demand for non-oil 
exports.

The defence ties between 
both countries are also very much 
evident. In November 2014, Rus-

sian Defense Minister visited Pa-
kistan in and signed a defense 
cooperation agreement with Is-
lamabad. After that Russia and 
Pakistan conducted their first 
joint counternarcotics exercise, 
which was followed by a second 
one in December 2015. In sum-
mer 2015, then Pakistan Army 
Chief Raheel Sharif visited Mos-
cow.  Three months afterward, 
Russia signed a deal for Pakistan 
to buy Mi-35M Hind-E assault 
helicopters. In September 2016, 
Russia. This was the first public 
symbol of the nature of Russia–
Pakistan military relations. In 

March 2017, a Russian senior 
military delegation visited Pa-
kistan’s tribal areas bordering 
Afghanistan and studied Pa-
kistani border management 
and counterterrorism strate-
gy. In August 2017, Pakistan 
received four more Mi-35M 
Hind-E helicopters. In addi-
tion, both militaries are con-
ducting joint exercises, initiat-
ed with the Friendship-2017 
military exercises, involving 
about 70 military mountain-
eers from Pakistan and the 

Russian mountain infantry di-
vision of Southern Military Dis-
trict held in the mountain range 
near Nizhny Arkhyz settlement 
in Karachay-Cherkessia, Russia, 
in September 2017, this change 
is proving to be a positive one for 
both ends. 

It is also a fact that India is 
a bigger market for Russia, Pa-
kistan’s growing geo-economic 
connotation, the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), Paki-
stan’s positive role and influence 
in Afghanistan, and the market 
it provides for Russia’s defense 
industry emphasize the fact that 
Moscow’s interests in South Asia 
are not limited to India any lon-
ger. In the swiftly shifting inter-
national and regional security 
milieu, Pakistan is amending 
and discovering new avenues for 
new coalitions and associations 
to protect its regional and global 
interests. 
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The new chapter in relations 
between Pakistan and 
Russia is leading the way 
towards prosper avenues. 
It is imperative for Pakistan 
to keep building such 
partnerships to cope with 
the regional and global 

challenges.
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Pakistan-China strategic 
relations are time test-
ed and progressing by 
leaps and bounds. With 
advancement in the Chi-

na Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), the bilateral relations 
between the two states have 
strengthened further. On 1st Oc-
tober, 2021, the Chinese Embas-
sy in Pakistan holds an online 
reception to celebrate the 72nd 
anniversary of the founding of 
People’s Republic of China. Am-
bassador Nong Rong, Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan stated 
that Pakistan and China will con-
tinue to seek common develop-
ment through joint efforts.                      
             He wished China and Pa-
kistan prosperity and strength. 
Foreign Secretary, Sohail Mah-
mood and Ambassador Nong 
Rong, Chinese Ambassador to 

Pakistan celebrated Chinese Na-
tional Day. On the occasion, For-
eign Secretary reaffirmed the 
resolve to take the time-tested 
“All-Weather Strategic Cooper-

ative Partnership” between 

Flag of Pakistan & Flag of China to 
a higher level. Muhammad Sadiq 
Sanjrani, Chairman of the Senate 
of Pakistan also visited the Chi-

nese Embassy 
and was warm-
ly welcomed 
by Ambassador 
Nong Rong. On 
the occasion 
Chairman Senate 
stated “The Chi-
nese Communist 
Party has made 
tremendous ef-
forts to not only 
uplift China & its 
people but also 

play a leadership role in globe 
community. President Xi’s vi-
sion of common prosperity for 
all resonates with people across 
the world.” Pakistan-China 

all-weather stra-
tegic cooper-
ative partner-
ship have grown 

from strength to 
strength in the past 
70 years. It is de-
scribed as deeper 
than the mountains, 
deeper than the sea, 
and sweeter than 
honey by the Paki-
stani people. The 
Belt Road Initiative 

and the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor have 
brought important opportunities 
of development to Pakistan and 
countries along the route. Paki-
stan’s Foreign Ministry is very 
proud of the strong bilateral re-
lations and close cooperation 
between Pakistan and China in 
international and regional af-
fairs. Pakistan will unswervingly 
promote friendly relations with 
China, deepen all-dimensional 
cooperation between the two 
countries, and further promote 
the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor to create a more pros-
perous and beautiful future for 
the two countries. 

72nd Anniversary of People’s 
Republic of China
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Muhammad Shakeel 
Munir appreciated 
the initiative of H.E. 
Mr. Adam M. Tugio 
for organizing Re-

ception in honor of Pakistani 
business community and friends 
congratulated the Embassy and 
the people of Indonesia for cele-
brating 76th Anniversary of their 
Independence this year. Pakistan 
and Indonesia were huge markets 
with a combined 
population of 
over 493 million 
and they have 
great potential 
to cooperate 
with each other 
in many fields 
for enhancing 
bilateral trade. 
This was said 
by Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir, 
President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry while 
addressing a Reception hosted 
by H.E. Mr. Adam M. Tugio, Am-
bassador of the Republic of Indo-
nesia for business community to 
commemorate the 76th Anniver-
sary of the Independence of In-
donesia. Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh 
Senior Vice President, Muham-
mad Faheem Khan Vice President 
ICCI, Atif Ikram Sheikh, Zafar 
Bakhtawari, Karim Aziz Malik, 

Faad Waheed, foreign diplomats 
and others were present at the 
occasion.

Muhammad Shakeel Munir 
said that the bilateral trade be-
tween Pakistan and Indonesia in 
2020 was around USD 2.5 billion, 
which was not up to the desired 
level given the capabilities and 
market size of both countries. He 
emphasized that private sectors 
of both countries should be facil-

itated to 
i m p r o v e 
t w o - w a y 
trade vol-
ume. He 
said that 
P a k i s t a n 
m o s t l y 
imported 
palm oil, 
c e r t a i n 
commod-
ities, min-

eral fuels & oils, vehicles, paper & 
rubber products from Indonesia 
and exported agriculture prod-
ucts including food items such as 
rice, textile products, raw hides & 
skins, fish, paper, iron etc. to In-
donesia, which showed that both 
countries were doing trade in 
limited items. He urged that both 
countries should do trade in more 
items for improving trade vol-
ume. He said that Pakistan could 
export many products to Indo-

nesia including pharmaceuticals, 
marble & granite, surgical instru-
ments, sports goods, IT products, 
engineering goods, fruits & vege-
tables etc. and desired that Indo-
nesia should consider importing 
these products from Pakistan 
that would be more cost effective 
for its consumers.

ICCI President said that Pa-
kistan and Indonesia had signed 
a Preferential Trade Agreement, 
but there was a general lack of 
awareness about it in the private 
sectors of both countries. He said 
that connectivity was another 
problem for trade promotion and 
stressed that both governments 
should take measures to address 
these issues. He further said that 
Pakistan and Indonesia should 
encourage frequent exchange of 
trade delegations to explore new 
areas of mutual cooperation. He 
emphasized that both countries 
should facilitate participation of 
private sectors in each other’s 
trade fairs and exhibitions to in-
troduce their products and en-
hance business cooperation.

Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia Hosts Business 
Community to Commemorate the 76th Anniversary of the 

Independence of Indonesia
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The Eurasian Women’s 
Forum convened since 
2015, has become the 
largest international 
platform bringing fe-

male leaders from all over the 
world to a venue where they can 
discuss the role of women in the 
modern world and work out nov-
el approaches to addressing and 
solving global problems that con-
front mankind.

Under the current leadership 
of Valentina Matvienko, Chairman 
of the Federation Council of the 
Federal Assembly of the Russian 
Federation, the Eurasian Women’s 
Forum particular aim is to discuss 
upon new opportunities and roles 
for women and highlights wom-
en’s role in working for peace and 
humanitarian collaboration The 
platform has gained global ac-
claim as a significant initiative for 
dialogue and debate to cultivate 
viewpoints for women who have 
the power to influence political, 
social, and economic decisions. It 
promotes the rising engagement 
of women in addressing emerging 
global challenges, such as women 
empowerment, the role of wom-
en in science, technology, politics, 
high-tech sector, the digital econ-
omy, and the advancement of hu-
manitarian projects. In a nutshell, 
The Eurasian Women’s Forum is 

a significant worldwide initiative 
that serves as an established plat-
form for debating women’s roles 
in modern society and a tool to 
guide actions for sustainable de-
velopment. 

The First Eurasian Women’s 
Forum was organized in 
September on the particular 
theme “Towards Peace, Harmony, 
and Social Well-being”. Female 
members of Parliament, members 
of various executive and legislative 
bodies, scientists, entrepreneurs, 
and people in business from 80 
countries participated in the first 
Forum. The critical component 
of the 2015’s Forum was the 
role of the female leaders in 
establishing cordial ties among 
states.  Discussions were also 
conducted on social 
welfare, women 

empowerment, and sustainable 
development goals, shifting 
economies, cooperation to achieve 
trust and progress, and prospectus 
of women’s participation in 
national development. In the 
Eurasian Women’s Forum of 2015, 

participants decided to convene 
the Forum once every three years. 

The Second Eurasian Wom-
en’s Forum was organized in 
Saint-Petersburg on 19-21 Sep-
tember with the Federation Coun-
cil of the Federal Assembly of 
the Russian Federation and the 
Interparliamentary Assembly of 
the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States. Under the Forum, 65 
events were held, and thousands 
of people from 110 countries par-
ticipated in the Forum’s events. 
While the broader theme of the 
second Eurasian Women Forum 
was sustainable development and 
peace, with keeping in mind the 
‘2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment.’ At the same time, de-
bate was focused on three signif-
icant areas: promoting Women’s 

Rights: International Coopera-
tion and Global Initiatives in 
Women’s Interests, the Role 
of Women in Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.The 2018 
Forum culminated in inking 
several bilateral agreements 
to advance the worldwide 
agenda: promotion of wom-
en’s entrepreneurship and 
economic empowerment, 
health protection, cultivation 

of opportunities for women in 
sports, science, and agriculture. 

The latest, Third Eurasian 
Women’s Forum was held on 
13-15 October 2021 in Saint Pe-
tersburg; the Eurasian Women’s 
Forum 2021 exposited on the 
importance of women’s contri-
butions to constructing a strong 
and secure future. The event was 
hosted by the Federation Council 
and the Interparliamentary As-

Asma Khalid is Research 
Associate at the Center of 
Pakistan and International 

Relations (COPAIR)

Third Eurasian 
Women’s Forum

Women: A Global Mission 
in a New Reality

Asma Khalid

Economy & Finance
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sembly of Member Nations of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States. The Roscongress Founda-
tion manages the Eurasian Wom-
en’s Forum. The central theme se-
lected for the event was ‘Women: 
Global Mission in a New Reality.’ 
According to the event organiz-
ers, the issue of equal rights holds 
tremendous significance in the 
contemporary world. The Forum 
was focused on exploring new 
approaches to address emerging 
issues, shaping women’s roles to 
achieve sustainable development 
goals through cooperation and 
participation. 

Eurasian Women Forum as a 
platform provides for discussions, 
strategic debates among repre-
sentatives of international orga-
nizations, discussions among gov-
ernment officials, construct public 
dialogues, conferences, seminars, 
business discussions, and break-
fasts. Regional and international 
organizations gathered to discuss 
multiple frameworks to enhance 
women’s participation in various 
areas, including security, health, 
economy, peace, ecology, agri-
culture, high-tech, digitalization, 
ecology, social development, and 
health. Significantly, the President 
of the Russian Federation also ad-
dressed the participant of the Fo-
rum. 

Representatives from around 
100 countries, the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope, World Health Organization 
(WHO), the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union, International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO), W20, BRICS, and 
other multilateral strategic and 
business-related organizations 
participated in Third Eurasian 
Women’s Forum. Opening state-
ment was made by Valentina Mat-
vienko, the founder of the Forum. 
The President of Russia Vladimir 
Putin addressed the participants 
on October 14, 2021. In his ad-
dress, President Putin stated: 
“The Eurasian Women’s Forum, 
as a platform for international 
dialogue, new initiatives, and de-
velopment of common approach-
es to global problems, makes the 
realistic achievement of the goals 

you discuss at this forum closer.” 
President Putin further added, 
“the Forum brings together wom-
en who are political leaders, en-
trepreneurs, and activists in the 
public sector from more than 100 
countries worldwide, which is un-
believable in light of the current 
circumstances in the world today.”

An open and enlightening dis-
cussion was held on theme-based 
issues classified by numerous 
subjects. Theme-based approach 
effectively engaged participants 
from relevant areas of experts in 
various activities to the Mission 
of women to protect the world by 

establishing an idea of conscious 
consumerism and an ecological-
ly sustainable future.Under the 

Third Eurasian Women’s Forum 
umbrella, all the participants call 
upon the international organiza-
tions, world leaders, countries, 
and national public institutions to 
take conclusive action in the men-
tioned areas. 

Digitalization and Economic 
Development: Principles
In digitization and econom-

ic development, Third Eurasia 
Women’s Forum recommend-
ed developing and implement-
ing plans to make STEM subjects 
more appealing to women and 
girls to participate effectively in 
the respective fields. It is essen-
tial to create suitable conditions 
and develop mechanisms to facil-
itate these processes for women. 
Women researchers and scien-
tists must be promoted to give 
them more space and enable oth-
er young girls to play their posi-
tive part in the future.

To conclude, the Eurasian 
Women’s Forum has emerged as 
the most prominent worldwide 
Forum of women leaders to 
explore the role of women in 
the modern world order and 
formulate new approaches 
to address emerging global 
challenges. In order to make better 
use of women leaders’ potential 
and foster their commitments 
the participants affirmed their 
commitments to promote 
favorable conditions for business, 
trade, human development, 
global peace, digitalization, 
social transformation, and 
an ecologically sustainable 
future to promote sustainable 
development. 

President Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations 
(COPAIR) Amna Malik repre-
sented Pakistan at the ‘Third 
Eurasian Women’s Forum’ in St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Amna Malik 
participated in the forum and 
discussed the role of women in 
development and nation-build-
ing. She highlighted Pakistan’s 
commitment to women’s hu-
man rights and gender equal-
ity and stressed that Pakistan 
had adopted multiple national 
and international commitments 
aimed at women empower-
ment, including the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 
Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women, and the Sus-
tainable Development Goals. 
Amna Malik reminded that 
within the Pakistani context sig-
nificant national commitments 
have been adopted which in-
clude Gender Equality Policy 
Frameworks, the National Plan 
of Action on Human Rights, 
and Women’s Empowerment 
Packages and Initiatives. She 
stressed formulating policies 
to enhance international coop-
eration to implement gender 
equality, enhance women’s role 
in Digitalization and Economic 
Development, promote women’s 
participation in corporate gov-
ernance, fight against climate 
change, development, and Co-

operation for Peace.

Economy & Finance
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Sustainable Development 
Impact Summit 2021

The initiative of sus-
tainable development 
based on the idea that 
the raw capitalism is 
far too influential for its 

own good. Global capitalism is a 
powerful force and therefore, the 
world economy is now doubling 
in size with the passage of time 
from generation to generation. 
Still on this finite Earth, with a 
billion new people being added 
every 15 years, that powerful 
force is now laying siege to the 
physical bases of life and the so-
cial support systems that make 
life pleasing and civilized. Sus-
tainable development presents 
a corridor out of this rising cri-
sis. Sustainable development is a 
doctrine that reveals, Let us once 
again place the economy on a 
true ethical foundation and we’ll 
keep greed within limits, guar-
anteeing the economic develop-
ment is mutual with social justice 
and ecological sustainability. The 
idea of sustainable development 
is that an economy must grati-
fy all three principles: economic 
growth, social justice and ecolog-
ical sustainability. Yes, there can 
and should be economic augmen-
tation, particularly for today’s 
developing countries. Human 
ingenuity and markets can cer-
tainly guide us to advanced living 
standards and longer lives for all 
parts of the world, rich and poor 
alike. But these benefits should 

be extensively communal and 
should never be based on the ex-
ploitation of those at the bottom 
of society. Social inclusion has 
been extensively shown to perk 
up societal growth largely for all. 
It is also important that all those 
gains should be based on true 
value added, not on the demoli-
tion of natural capital, whether 
through deforestation, climate 
change, or pollution of air, land, 
and water. Thus, sustainable de-
velopment calls for a holistic ap-
proach that combines economic, 
social.This impartial approach is 
much harder to accomplish than 
the raw capitalism that places 
the economy above society and 
the physical Earth. Yet it distin-
guishes that we are destined to 
disagreement and even collapse 
if we not succeed to endorse so-
cial parity and environmental 
sustainability.        

The 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) by UN are 
part of a wider 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development to build 
on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs). In developing the 
SDGs a multi-year procedure in-
volving civil society, governments, 
the private sector and academia, 
the United Nations sought to take 
all these failings into account. This 
year’s sustainable development im-
pact summit was held virtually from 
20th September to 23rd of Septem-

bers. This summit was dedicated to 
hasten development towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals and 
Paris Agreement climate change 
obligations through deeper pub-
lic-private collaboration and wider 
submission of the transformative 
technologies of the Fourth Industri-
al Revolution.

 The World Economic Fo-
rum’s Sustainable De-
velopment Impact 
Summit 2021, 
hosted to-
g e t h e r 
w i t h 
t h e 
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United Nations General Assembly, 
which brought together global 
leaders from varied sectors, disci-
plines and geographies. The first 
day of the summit was focused 
on the idea of how to rejuvenate 
economies by leveraging the new 
tools, policies, and technologies 
desirable for advance global co-
operation. The second day of the 
summit revolved around the idea 
of working towards an inclusive 
recovery that scales policies and 
initiatives and embeds impar-
tiality and integrity across health 
systems, care, skills, education 
and society at large. The third 
day of the summit focused on the 
idea of scaling up climate action 
by moving from commitments 
to the actions required to gauge, 
finance and lock the gap towards 
net zero emissions across coun-
tries and industries. The last day 
of the summit covered the topic 
of future food system to discover 
innovative levers that break silos, 
advance partnerships and stim-

ulate action towards inclusive, 
impartial, sustainable 

and healthy food 
systems. The 

t h e m e 
of the 

s u m -
mit 

was “Shaping an Equitable, Inclu-
sive and Sustainable Recovery,” 
which gave a sensible platform 
to deal with 
the most se-
rious areas 
of debate. 
It also ar-
ticulated 
p a t h -
ways for 
action and 
further pro-
vided a pur-
pose to mobi-
lize leaders and 
organizations to work jointly in 
order to accelerate development.

The first session,  “A New 
Compact for Resilient Economies 
and Societies”, discovered how 
the constant impact of COVID-19 
and the climate 
crisis have em-
phasized the ne-
cessity to invest 
in resilience, par-
ticularly for the 
most susceptible 
c o m m u n i t i e s , 
and to be better 
equipped to alle-
viate, endure and 
recuperate from 
potential shocks. 
Structuring better resilience has 
become a crucial consent of our 
time and, in order to have a look 
on the future perspectives the 
private and public sectors collab-
oration is utterly important to 
reorient investments and forti-
fy risk lessening strategies. The 
second session, “Outsmarting 
Uncertainty for the State of 
Florida,” gazed at a novel ap-
proach being found in part-
nership with Willis Towers 
Watson to appraise and build 
resilience to the state’s top 
risks. Willis Towers Watson 
is functioning with the State 

of Florida on a new procedure 
to assess a broad range of tre-

mendous risks.The final session, 
“Resilient Investment Solutions: 
Private and Public Perspectives,” 
highlighted the revolutionary 
work of the alliance for Climate 

Resilient Investment in organiz-
ing corporeal climate risks.

 The panel discussion dis-
covered that companies across 
industries are not considering 
the physical climate risks in a 
methodically analogous method, 

which means unfavorable con-
sequences, are yet to be priced 
in. This additionally highlights 

the value of CCRI’s work, which 
is both mutual and pre-competi-
tive, and brings together a broad 
diversity of institutions to intend 
the frequent analytical tools de-
sirable, work out the data neces-
sities, price physical climate risks 
appropriately, and eventually 
address this market malfunction 
and price resources consequent-
ly. 

In short the summit eventu-
ally concluded 
that the level 
of the challeng-
es needs an 
extraordinary 
level of collab-
oration across 
borders and 
industries as 
well as an aug-
mented collab-
oration with 
startup and 

scale-ups. The summit also em-
phasized on tangible solutions to 
be used pragmatically as well as 
some of the innovative technol-
ogies and business models de-
veloped by the more than 1,300 
entrepreneurs on its Uplink open 
innovation platform, startups 
and scale-ups in its Technology 
Pioneers and global innovators 
communities, and its Scale360° 
hubs, which bring together lead-
ers in science, policy and busi-
ness to figure out how to build 
lasting ecosystems for the circu-
lar economy.  2022 needs to be a 
decisive year. The public private 
partnership in completion of all 
the goals and agendas can play 
a very imperative role, therefore 
an effort to bring together both 
the sectors should be focused. 

The level of the challenges 
needs an extraordinary 

level of collaboration 
across borders and 

industries as well as an 
augmented collaboration 

with startup and scale-ups.

Economy & Finance
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His Excellency Hamad 
Obaid Ibrahim Salem 
AlZaabi was appointed 
as UAE’s Ambassador 
to Pakistan in 2017. A 

career diplomat, Ambassador Al-
Zaabi was born in Ras AlKhaima 
in 1982. He graduated in Bach-
elors of Political Science from 
Emirates University in 2004. He 
also holds a degree in Masters of 
Administrative Sciences in Diplo-
macy and International Affairs 
from Fairleigh Dickinson Univer-
sity in New York. His diplomat-
ic career started off in 2004. He 
was appointed in the Diplomatic 
and Consular Corps and in 2006 
he was transferred to the Perma-
nent Mission in the United Na-
tions in New York. 

Since his appointment as the 
Ambassador to Pakistan, he has 
shown his deep interest towards 
strengthening relations with Pa-
kistan through deep socio-eco-
nomic connections between both 
the states. He has always been 
a staunch advocate of tapping 

the Pakistan-UAE deep rooted 
relationship while utilizing the 
shared vision of the government 
authorities that provides a strong 
basis for unearthing the different 
avenues of economic develop-
ment that can be beneficial for 
both the states. He has repeated-
ly opined that the historical rela-
tion between Pakistan and UAE 
are based on political, economic, 
defense and security ties, cultur-
al and exchange of experiences. 
In this regard, Government of 
UAE has repeatedly reaffirmed 
its continued support to Pakistan 
in promoting cooperation for in-
novation, development through 
scientific research and efforts for 
creating sustainable opportuni-
ties for the future generations. 
UAE has been supporting Paki-
stanis through projects of region-

al importance that can help in 
achieving goals of mutual bene-
fit for the vulnerable segments 
and enable them to cope up with 
their living conditions. It is perti-
nent to mention that Pakistan’s 
relation with UAE holds immense 
significance. In September 2020, 
he reiterated the positive role 
of the Pakistani community in 
the prosperity of the UAE. At the 
50th anniversary of the Paki-
stan-UAE relationship, he was of 
the opinion that about 1.7 million 
Pakistanis have been working in 

UAE. The diaspora have contrib-
uted to the economic uplift of the 
UAE and have also generated $6 
billion as foreign remittances to 
Pakistan. Furthermore, UAE has 
also emerged as Pakistan’s major 
trading partner. The total trade 
volume between both the states 
is around $8.19 billion. Various 
UAE companies have invested in 
Pakistan in the fields of aviation, 
oil, ports and shipping, banking, 
telecommunications, etc. 

Ambassador AlZaabi has also 
shown keen interest in a joint 
working mechanism for keeping 
close coordination between the 
ports of both the states, while 
also showing inclination towards 
Pakistan’s Maritime sector. He 
also proposed enhancing the eco-
nomic cooperation at the parlia-
mentary level. He has repeatedly 

appreciated the improved securi-
ty situation in Pakistan that can 
attract investments in different 
sectors for boosting the trade and 
economic ties. Not only this, Am-
bassador AlZaabi has also advo-
cated for strengthening academic 
ties and efforts for educational 
cooperation between Pakistan 
and UAE. While paying a visit to 
International Islamic University 
Islamabad in 2020, he called for 
enhanced collaboration between 
educational institutions of both 
the states.

Talking about the scope of 
the Dubai Expo 2020, AlZaabi re-
iterated that it is a great oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to display its 
products and commerce poten-
tial to the world for attracting 
investors. He also shared the pic-
tures of Pakistan’s majestic pa-
vilion for Expo 2020 in Dubai as 
a gesture of goodwill. The Dubai 
Expo is likely to serve as a invest-
ment opportunities to the foreign 
investors. Pakistani event man-
ager at the Dubai Expo stated 

that a large number of people are 
expected to join the event after 
the visa restrictions were relaxed 
by the UAE authorities. 

The Dubai Expo, through 
the efforts of Ambassador AlZaa-
bi, signals the reinforcement of 
economic ties between both the 
states. The relationship between 
Pakistan and UAE has evolved 
through the years. Keeping in 
view the religious, cultural, po-
litical, historical and socio-eco-
nomic ties which are exhibited 
through the strengthened coop-
eration, H.E. Hamad Obaid Ibra-
him Salem AlZaabi, while being 
dutiful and mindful of the impor-
tance of Pakistan-UAE bilateral 
relationship, has been engaged 
in fortifying the ties through his 
concerted efforts. 

Ambassador of UAE
HAMAD OBAID   IBRAHIM  SALEM ALZAABI

A MAN OF NOTABLE DEEDS                   

Tribute
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We want the 
UAE to be 
the globe ref-
erence point 
for a tolerant 

culture, via its polices, law and 
practices” His Highness 

Sheikh Mohammed 
was born in 1949 at his 
family home in Shindagha, 
near Dubai Creek. He was 
the third of the four sons of 
Sheikh Rashid Al Maktoum, 
who ruled Dubai for 32 years 
from 1958. After finishing sec-
ondary school in 1965, Sheikh 
Mohammed moved to the UK 
to study English at a language 
school in Cambridge. The young 
sheikh later attended a six-month 
training court at the British Ar-
my’s Mons Officer Cadet School 
in Aldershot, Hampshire.

In 1968, following his return 
to Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed ac-
companied his father to a meeting 
with the then ruler of Abu Dhabi, 
Sheikh Zayed Al Nahyan, at which 
they agreed to a union that would 
lead to the establishment of a 
federation of emirates. After the 
UAE gained independence from 
the UK in 1971, Sheikh Moham-
med was named defence minster.

His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
is the Vice President of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE), and con-
stitutional monarch of Dubai. He 
has held those positions since 
January 2006, when he succeed-
ed his elder brother, Maktoum 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum. In Febru-
ary 2006, he became Prime Min-
ister of the UAE.

Sheikh Mohammed also be-
came heavily involved in his fa-
ther’s plan to compensate for 
Dubai’s dwindling oil reserves 
by diversifying its economy and 
becoming an international trade 
and financial centre, as well as a 
tourist destination.Today, more 
than 95% of the emirate’s gross 
domestic product is non-oil-

based, with tourism contributing 
20%.

Under his leadership, Dubai’s 
development continued apace.In 
2008, the emirate unveiled the 
world’s tallest building, the Burj 
Khalifa; Dubai Mall, then world’s 
largest shopping centre by total 
land area; and the Dubai Metro.

Sheikh Mohammed has 
also become famous for his in-
volvement in horseracing, and 
is credited with transforming it 
into a global industry. The sheikh 
subsequently set up the world’s 
largest horseracing team. Sheikh 
Mohammed frequently attends 
major horseracing events such as 
Royal Ascot, where he has been 
pictured with Queen Elizabeth II.

On 1st of February 2016, His 
Highness launched the Shaikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Library. 
With total investment of AED 1 
billion, the library is the biggest 
in the Arab World. The one mil-
lion square feet property can fa-
cilitate for 42 million visitors.

Mohammed Bin Rashid 
Global Centre for Awqaf and En-
dowment is a global consulting 
Awqaf foundation launched by 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum in 22 
March 2016. The Centre offers 
its services to individuals, local, 
regional and international foun-
dations free of charge in order to 
achieve Dubai’s global vision for 
Awqaf and endowments.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum Global Avi-
ation Award aims to shine light 

on States, Business 
Organizations and In-
dividuals around the 
world, by recognizing 
their contribution to 
the success of avia-
tion industry.Aviation 
industry is a major 
contributor to not 
only the UAE but glob-
al economy. Its im-
pact as the catalyst to 
trade and tourism is 

well recGlobal Water Award with 
t from across the world to com-
pete to find sustainable and inno-
vative solar-energy solutions to 
water problems.

Expo 2020 Dubai He has 
expressed his pride in welcom-
ing the entire world to the land 
of tolerance. Sheikh Mohammed 
said: “We take pride in welcom-
ing representatives of 192 coun-
tries to the land of tolerance, as 
we invest in this global gath-
ering to find solutions to glob-
al challenges on the grounds of 
international cooperation that 
humanity is in need of.”Over the 
past decade, the UAE has worked 
tirelessly to fulfil its promise of 
organising a historic and unprec-
edented Expo.

His Highness met Dr. Arif 
Alvi, President of Pakistan, at 
Expo 2020 Dubai. The meeting 
explored ways to strengthen bi-
lateral relations between the two 
countries in a range of fields in-
cluding trade, investment, energy 
and agriculture, among others. 
The meeting also discussed ways 
to boost trade volumes between 
UAE and Pakistan in the light of 
new emerging opportunities.

His Highness not only has 
leadership intelligence, resource-
fulness, wisdom qualities but he 
is a writer, and poet also. His wis-
dom has played a great role in 
bridging the gap between both 
the states. It is in the benefit of 
both the states that such person-
alities play their pivotal role in 
bringing the nations together.  

World Leader

Sheikh Rashid Al Maktoum
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Flashes of Thought
Lessons in Life and Leadership from the Man Behind Dubai

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum (Motivate Publishing, 2013, 144 Pages)

The Book “Flashes of 
Thought” is full of life-
long lessons on leader-
ship and governance.  
In his book, the vision-

ary leader Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
presented his perspective on 
modern governance and shared 
his vision on a diverse set of top-
ics in 36 chapters. The book’s 
foreword is written by the Presi-
dent of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), H.E. Khalifa Bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan. The book was pub-
lished in 2013, inspired by 
The World Government Sum-
mit held in Dubai, UAE. 
“Flash of the Thoughts” is an 
insightful reading on Dubai’s 
modernization and develop-
ment. At the turn of the twen-
tieth century, Dubai was a 
small town in the Arabian des-
ert, a pivot of fishermen, trade 
activities, and a small pearl 
divers’ village. Now, Dubai is 
among the wealthiest states 
of the United Arab Emirates. 
His Highness Sheikh Moham-
mad Bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s 
leadership played a central 
role in transforming Dubai 
into a well-recognized metropol-
itan region of the world. It was 
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum’s insight. The book 
contributes to understanding the 
revolutionary thoughts of Sheikh 
Mohammad on leadership and 
governance to set upon a path of 
a nation’s modernization and de-
velopment.

The thirty-six chapters of the 
book are the unified study of the 
diverse subjects, including gov-
ernance, motivation, leadership, 
management, ambition, creativ-
ity, success, and risk-taking. The 
book also encompasses valuable 
lessons from childhood, personal 

experiences, and matters associ-
ated with horsemanship, poetry, 
happiness, and football. 

In Chapter One, the author ex-
presses the significance of peo-
ple’s development and gover-
nance. He is of the view that the 
goal of a government should be 
the happiness of its people. The 
author maintains, “the govern-
ment’s job is to achieve happi-
ness for its people, and they are 
government’s second and third 
priority.” He states that the gov-
ernment’s ultimate goal should 

be the wellbeing of its people, 
maintaining public safety, and 
ensuring the provision of goods 
and services. The author briefly 
explained the ideas and mea-
sures to ensure the wellbeing of 
the nation.   

In the subsequent chapters, 
the author also discussed that 
the relationship between gov-
ernment and people should be 
faster and approachable in a way 
that people feel close to their 
government. Chapters three and 
four elaborated on initiatives like 
education, empowerment, and 
Emiratization to provide train-
ing and educate youth regarding 

professional goals. Central ideas 
of the other chapters include: the 
importance of native language 
and cultural diversity the posi-
tive influence of role models in 
life; effective time management 
in professional and personal life; 
establishing a sustainable model 
and foundation; employees em-
powerment; risk inspiration; the 
significance of vision and ambi-
tion to achieve goals; accession 
day and UAE’s success; empow-
erment is key to success; people 
should not wait for tomorrow to 
live their dreams; vision to help 
the vulnerable, and significance 
of workforce for development 
and governance. 

In a chapter, the author dis-
closes his motive for building the 
latest tallest tower of the world, 
namely Burj Khalifa. The key 
reason to develop the skyscrap-
er was to diversify the economy 
and contribute to the economy 
through sustainable tourism.In 
the author’s words, “leadership 
is not granted by birth and not 
guaranteed by best education.” 
Effective leadership embraces 
capacity, willingness, and ca-
pability to govern and achieve 
goals.

A leader can effectively influ-
ence his/her followers through 
their ability to communicate 
with him and among one anoth-
er. The powerful motivation, ca-
pability, and charisma are inev-
itable to guide people towards 
a common goal. In a nutshell, 
‘Flashes of Thoughts: Lessons 
in life and leadership from the 
man behind Dubai’ is a lasting 
impression of Mohammed Bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum’s vision for 
the generations.. Today, the book 
is recognized and widely read on 
the subjects of town planning, 
capital development, and mod-
ern governance. 

Book Review
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The name change comes 
as the world’s largest 
social media company 
battles criticisms from 
lawmakers and regu-

lators over its market power, al-
gorithmic decisions and the po-
licing of abuses on its services.
CEO Mark Zuckerberg, speaking 
at the company’s live-streamed 
virtual and augmented reality 
conference, said the new name 
reflected its work investing in 
the metaverse, rather than its 
namesake social media service, 
which will continue to 
be called Facebook.The 
metaverse is a term 
coined in the dystopi-
an novel “Snow Crash” 
three decades ago and 
now attracting buzz in 
Silicon Valley. It refers 
broadly to the idea of a shared 
virtual realm which can be ac-
cessed by people using different 
devices.

 The Facebook company 
haschanged its name to Meta, 
but the social networking app 
Facebook will keep its name. 
It has also adopted a new logo. 
The name change is to bring the 
company’s “apps and technol-
ogies under one new company 
brand”, it said in a statement.
Since Facebook launched in 
2004, the company has pur-
chased social media apps Insta-
gram and WhatsApp. It has also 
invested in other technologies 
including digital wallet Novi, 
video-calling device Portal and 
virtual reality system Oculus.A 
big part of the rebrand is also 

to focus Meta on bringing the 
“metaverse” to life.But sceptics 
have suggested this is just an 
attempt to move attention away 
from the so-called Facebook pa-
pers. The company, which has 
invested heavily in augment-
ed and virtual reality, said the 
change would bring together 
its different apps and technol-
ogies under one new brand. 
It said it would not change its 
corporate structure.The tech 
giant, which reports about 2.9 
billion monthly users, has faced 

increasing scrutiny in recent 
years from global lawmakers 
and regulators. Facebook said 
this week that its hardware di-
vision Facebook Reality Labs, 
which is responsible for AR and 
VR efforts, would become a sep-
arate reporting unit and that its 
investment in it would reduce 
this year’s total operating profit 
by about $10 billion.

  This year, the company cre-
ated a product team in this unit 
focused on the metaverse and 
it recently announced plans to 
hire 10,000 employees in Eu-
rope over the next five years to 
work on the effort.In an inter-
view with tech publication the 
Information, Zuckerberg said 
he has not considered step-
ping down as CEO, and has not 

thought “very seriously yet” 
about spinning off this unit.The 
division will now be called Real-
ity Labs, its head Andrew “Boz” 
Bosworth said on Thursday. The 
company will also stop using the 
Oculus branding for its VR head-
sets, instead calling them “Meta” 
products. The name change, the 
plan for which was first report-
ed by the Verge, is a significant 
rebrand for Facebook, but not 
its first. In 2019 it launched a 
new logo to create a distinction 
between the company and its 

social app.
 The company’s repu-

tation has taken multiple 
hits in recent years, in-
cluding over its handling 
of user data and its po-
licing of abuses such as 
health misinformation, vi-

olent rhetoric and hate speech. 
The US Federal Trade Commis-
sion has also filed an antitrust 
lawsuit alleging anticompetitive 
practices.While it’ll help allevi-
ate confusion by distinguishing 
Facebook’s parent company 
from its founding app, a name 
change doesn’t suddenly erase 
the systemic issues plaguing 
the company,” said Mike Proulx, 
research director at market re-
search firm Forrester. 
   Zuckerberg also showed vid-
eo demos of what the metaverse 
could look like, with people con-
necting as avatars and being 
transported to digital versions 
of various places and time peri-
ods. He said that the metaverse 
would need to be built with 
safety and privacy in mind.

Tech

FACEBOOK 
GOES META
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I did an interview with Chris-
tian Amanpour yesterday 
which has gone out all over 
the world. I think it’s fair to 
say that I sort of even shocked 

her with some of the things I de-
scribed even though I only had 
about 15 or 20 minutes but I rec-
ommend that interview to those 
who haven’t seen it. In that I tried 
to tell the audience some of the 
things that you just did more el-
oquently than I focused of course 
on the reverie if you will around 
911 and its 20th anniversary and 
focused around Afghanistan and 
the ignominious retreat from 
Afghanistan. I think I 
shocked her most though 
by my recommendation 
for policy for the future 
and it was exactly the op-
posite of what I think as I 
said in the interview we 
will pursue what I think 
we will pursue is finding 
10 or 12 or as many as we 
can Lions of Panjshir or 
their equivalents funding 
them and trying to over-
throw the Taliban. What 
we should do I said was 
get with Sergey Lavrov the 
Russian Foreign Minister, Wang 
Yi the State Councilor and For-
eign Minister for China and their 
equivalents in Iran, Turkey, Turk-
menistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 
and most of all Pakistan and work 
out a modus vivendi whereby we 
can work together to do what we 
fail so miserably to do and what 
the Russians fail to do. That is 
to say make a stable reasonably 
forward-looking prosperous Af-
ghanistan, a huge task even with 
diplomacy, finance, and econom-
ics and so forth being the princi-
pal tools. We’ve proven again and 
again that the military is not the 
instrument to do that. 

That’s the product that we 
produce today though and it’s 
multifaceted. It’s everything from 
Lockheed Martin and Northrop 
Grumman and Boeing and Ray-
theon and a host of defense 
contractors who have as much 
influence on the American gov-
ernment or more than the people 
to big pharmacy, big fossil fuel 
like Exxon. Exxon has one of its 
greatest customers as the Depart-
ment of Defense. In fact if you put 
the Department of Defense on the 
list of countries in the world and 
their consumption of fossil fuels 
it would be 55 right next to Portu-

gal. So Exxon and the Department 
of Defense and other fossil fuel in-
dustry have a relationship that’s 
significant and highly profitable, 
and there are so many other in-
fluences that are now making the 
national security state what it is a 
war waging instrument. 

Now the question you’ve 
asked is a very important one 
and I gave a talk at Dartmouth 
not too long ago on the Ameri-
can Empire and what needed to 
be done if it were to be saved not 
as an imperial realm but as a de-
cent god-fearing if you will prac-
ticing diplomacy mostly power 
in the world. Which I think was 

probably the conception that peo-
ple like George Washington and 
Thomas Jefferson and others at 
our founding had. They talked 
about empire too but they talked 
about an empire of liberty, an em-
pire of democracy not an empire 
of aggrandizement, an empire of 
brutal power, an empire that said 
to everyone in the world as Dick 
Cheney did ‘if you rise up and 
even look like you’re threatening 
us we will pound you with our 
military, we will pound you until 
you die’. That was essentially the 
2000/ 2002 I guess we released it 
National Security Strategy. That’s 

essentially what it said 
that if you threaten us 
in any way we’re gonna 
get you and we’re gonna 
get you with the mili-
tary. That is an empire. 
We have 800 bases in 
the world now 11 less 
because we left Afghani-
stan which is good. Let’s 
go down further we 
have 800 outposts in the 
world where our mili-
tary sits on a daily basis. 
The rest of the world 
combined including 

Russia and China has about 70. If 
that’s not an empire I don’t know 
what is. But my talk at Dartmouth 
was primarily aimed at describ-
ing this briefly and then talked 
about finding an offering which is 
my dream, my desire before I pass 
from this world which isn’t going 
to be too much longer. We need to 
find an off ramp. How do we find 
an off ramp? Well take a look at 
Britain. This is the empire that on 
which the sun never set. In 1890 
the United States economical-
ly and financially was replacing 
Britain. It took till 1956 and the 
Suez Crisis when Eisenhower es-
sentially said to the Prime Min-

Does Afghanistan Mark the End of 
the American Empire? 

 Col. Lawrence Wilkerson/Khalid Latif

Special Report
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ister in England, the President of 
France, and the Prime Minister of 
Israel get out of Suez, get out or 
I’ll make a run on the pound and 
in the IMF I’ll do other things and 
you won’t like it. This was to our 
former World War II allies. We 
essentially said Eisenhower said 
‘this isn’t going to work anymore’ 
and Britain pulled in it’s really 
pulled in its empire it had been 
doing that of course particularly 
after World War I and then again 
after World War II. 

This is insanity so we have 
to pull back. It’s not isolationism 
in the words of the old scholars 
who studied that period between 
World War I and World War II. I 
don’t think we’ve ever been iso-
lationists. I think we’ve done 
what we’ve done is retrenched 
somewhat from time to time and 
pulled in our feelers if you will 
and not done some of the things 
in the world that were causing 
us enormous problems. Can we 
learn again from this latest expe-
rience of doing that on steroids? 
This last 20 years has been on ste-
roids created by people like Dick 
Cheney and George W Bush. 

I don’t know the answer to 
that question. I do not know. I 
hope we can. I hope we can return 
to a world of diplomatic exchange, 
a world of finance and economics 
and commerce in general. A world 
where the seas are free for every-
one’s commerce, and you don’t 
necessarily have to apply them 
24/7 in order to ensure they are. A 
world where China, Russia, India, 
the United States and others and 
I’m going to throw Iran in there, 
the true hegemon if you will, in 
the Persian Gulf region with all the 
people. So we have to get out of 
this ludicrous mindset of ignoring 
what’s happening. We have fires 
out west, we have floods, we have 
people dying in New York City 
and basement apartments. This 
is all going to get worse. We know 
it’s going to get worse, the mili-
tary knows it’s going to get worse 
and the military knows it’s going 
to be called on to deal with these 
things and not just domestically 
but globally because our power 

projection capability. We saw it in 
the Tsunami in Indonesia when 
230,000 people died. Colin Pow-
ell went out there and came back 
from that and said he’d seen the 
aftermath of nuclear war, when 

he went to Aceh province and he 
saw how devastated that province 
was. This is the future. If we don’t 
get busy and act and we can’t act 
singularly. We have to act togeth-
er, China has to act, we have to act, 
Europe has to act, Pakistan has to 
act and everyone has to act in this 
regard. So those threats are going 
to either cause the world to come 
together in a way it has never 
done before, cooperative, collegial 

and working together or we’re go-
ing to disappear. The planet is not 
going to care. The planet did not 
give a hoot when the dinosaurs 
disappeared. It went right on and 
it probably will go on for another 
four billion years until it burns 
out and is gone. We will be gone 
though, if we don’t do something 
about it. So these are the serious 
things that we need to downsize 
and get the empire under con-
trol. For in order to deal with not 
to become a middling power but 
to become a power that under-
stands how to use that power in 
the world in a humane way, a way 
that President Biden has exempli-
fied when he says and I hope he 
means it that ‘we should do what 
we do by the power of our exam-
ple not the power of our armed 
forces.’ 

If you really think you’re go-
ing to confront China and God 
forbid a war because the war will 
go nuclear. I played in almost ev-
ery major war game the United 
States conducted based on Tai-
wan, based on some other scenar-
io and every time it went nuclear. 
Let me be very clear about that in 
military terms. What is going to 
happen? If we go to war with Chi-
na over Taiwan in particular but 
the South China Sea whatever is 
we’re going to treat each other’s 
air forces and navies. China will 
have very little air left. We will 
have a third to half of ours gone. 
Same with our navies and then 
we’re going to look at each other 
and my marines used to call it the 
shark and the elephant dilemma. 
We will not go ashore and they 
will not come to sea and so what 
do we do and every war game 
has verified this we go to nucle-
ar weapons. In most of those war 
games the civilians for example 
in one of them Dr. Perry former 
Secretary of Defense was playing 
the President. The civilians say 
‘no we’re not going there’ end of 
war game. Well that’s the reality 
of it and if you want a nuclear ex-
change in the world don’t look at 
India and Pakistan so much as we 
look at the U.S going to war with 
China because it will go nuclear.

  It is unbelievable that we have 
allowed the wealth disequilib-
rium in the United States to 
become worse than it has ever 
been in our history, worse than 
1929 before the fall of the stock 
market and the great depres-
sion. It is not the top 10 percent 
I’m talking about. It’s not even 
the top one percent. It’s the top 
point zero- zero one percent 
who have more wealth than is 
in-imaginable in most Ameri-
cans imagination, and it’s not 
being, it’s not being support-
ive of our principal concept 
post-World War II and that is 
a viable functioning success-
ful relatively prosperous dem-
ocratic middleclass. We no 
longer have that; we’ve mur-
dered it and we are murdering 
it every day even worse. So if 
there was something I could do 
tomorrow morning to begin 
to correct the problems of the 
empire domestically, it would 
be to do something about that 
disequilibrium. Now Biden is 
trying that but he’s not going 
far enough. They bridle now 
at a two or three percent in-
crease. This is nonsense, nine-
ty percent is where it should go 
back to those who much is giv-
en, much is demanded, and we 
have so many billionaires now 
we can’t even count them any-
more. We need to correct that 

situation desperately.
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President Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Amna 
Munawar Awan represents Pakistan at the “Third Eurasian Women’s Fo-

rum” held in St. Petersburg, Russia
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President COPAIR Amna Munawar Awan meets PM of Dominica, Dr 
Roosevelt Skerrit and his delegation with Ahsan Khaliq to discuss 
areas of mutual cooperation between the two countries in trade and 

investment

President COPAIR Amna Munawar Awan monitors’ Uzbekistan’s 6th 
Presidential Election as international Observer
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On the occasion, the Prime Minister warm-
ly congratulated the Crown Prince on 
successfully organizing the Middle East 
Green Initiative (MGI) Summit on Climate 
Change.

Prime Minister Imran Khan meets the Crown Prince and Prime Minister of Bahrain

They discussed a 
range of issues of bilateral 
importance and also 
exchanged views on the 
latest developments in 

Afghanistan.

PM reiterates Pakistan’s support for Saudi Green Initiative & Middle East Green 
Initiative

PM calls for serious, collective efforts against climate 
change

Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
said that with 10% of countries 
responsible for 80% of the 
world carbon emissions, there 
was a need for collective efforts 
for taking this challenge more 
seriously.

PM Imran Khan meets John Kerry, underscores need for engagement with Afghanistan

PM Imran Khan stressed that the 
international community needs 
to work pragmatically to pre-
serve peace and security, prevent 
an economic collapse and avert a 
humanitarian crisis in Afghani-
stan in a meeting on Monday with 
American politician and diplomat 
John Kerry.
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Prince Mohammed bin Abdulrahman bin Abdulaziz,Deputy Governor of Ri-
yadh receives Prime Minister Imran Khan

PM Imran Khan addresses Saudi-Pakitan investment forum held in 
Riyadh Saudi Arabia on 24th October,2021
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President Alvi  inaugurates Pakistan’s Pavilion at Dubai 
Expo 2020
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PM calls for serious, collective efforts against 
climate change

Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that with 10% of countries responsible 
for 80% of the world carbon emissions, there was a need for collective efforts 
for taking this challenge more seriously. Addressing the Middle East Green 
Initiative Summit in Saudi Arabia on Monday, Prime Minister said he hopes 
that we will collectively take this challenge more seriously. He said Pakistan 
unfortunately, being among the 10 most vulnerable countries, had faced 150 
harsh weather events during the last ten years with an economic impact of 
over US $ 3.8 billion. He said the economic cost of climate change to be faced 
by Pakistan in the coming years has been estimated at US $ 6 to 14 billion 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says one billion mangrove trees will be planted in 

Pakistan to cope with the growing environmental challenges.

UNCTAD 15th Quadrennial Meeting,   PM calls for 
prioritizing vaccine equity, debt relief

Prime Minister Imran Khan called for prioritizing vaccine equity, debt relief, 
climate finance and return of stolen wealth to developing countries as part of 
global economic recovery from the devastating effects of COVID-19 pandemic.
He was virtually addressing the World Leaders Summit Dialogue organized by 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) during 
its on-going 15th Quadrennial Meeting, hosted by Barbados.Expressing 
concerns over vaccine inequityThe Prime Minister reaffirmed the urgent need 
for mobilization and existential challenges faced by Small Island Developing 

Countries and other developing countries, including Pakistan.Reiterating his deep concern over the huge 
challenge of illicit flow of money, an annual amount of one trillion dollars from developing countries to 
richer capitals and tax havens, the Prime Minister underscored the imperative of halting these outflows.

Pakistan, China urge world to send
humanitarian aid to Kabul

ISLAMABAD: In a rare joint appeal, the leaders of Pakistan and China on 
Tuesday urged the international community to swiftly send humanitarian 
and economic aid to Afghanistan, where people are facing food and medicine 
shortages in the shadow of winter.  government statement said Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and Chinese President Xi Jinping discussed Afghanistan 
by phone, saying afterward that people there need international help “to 
alleviate their suffering, prevent instability” and rebuild after the United States 
withdrew and the Taliban seized power in August.The latest development came a day after Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi met with the Taliban representatives in Qatar to discuss a range of issues. 

Uzbek President scores landslide victory in 6th 
presidential elections

Tashkent: In the 6th Uzbekistan presidential election incumbent, President 
Shavkat Mirziyoev, won a second term in office given the absence of opposition 
candidates. Mirziyoev was facing four other little-known candidates who are 
largely pro-government. The October 24 vote is Uzbekistan’s sixth presidential 
election since the country of some 35 million people gained its independence 
from the former Soviet Union in 1991. Mirziyoev did open up Central Asia’s 
most-populous nation to foreign investment, improved Uzbekistan’s relations 
with its neighbors, and eased the Karimov-era restrictions on religious 
freedoms while also releasing dozens of political prisoners. But like his 
predecessor, Mirziyoev exercises virtually unrestrained political power in 
Uzbekistan. According to Uzbek electoral laws, only registered political parties can nominate candidates 
for parliamentary or presidential elections.
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Iranian Ambassador to Pakistan Mohammad-Ali Hosseini and Pakistan’s envoy 
in Iran Rahim Hayat Qureshi received the foreign minister at the airport. 
During his stay, the Foreign Minister will attend a ministerial meeting of 
Afghanistan’s close neighbours to be held tomorrow.The Foreign Minister will 
present Pakistan’s viewpoint at the meeting on the current Afghan situation.    
Shah Mahmood Qureshi will also hold talks with the Iranian leadership in Tehran.
In a statement, the Foreign Minister said a peaceful, stable and prosperous 
Afghanistan is of equal importance for all neighbouring countries.

Pakistan- Germany celebrates 70th anniversary 
of diplomatic relations

   August  2021    Melange  | 55 

Foreign Minister’s Address on the flagship event on the occasion of the 70th 
anniversary of Pakistan- Germany diplomatic relations Pakistan-Germany 
ties have come a long way since establishment of formal diplomatic relations 
in 1951. Pakistan was among the first Asian countries to establish diplomatic 
relations with Germany. Like all good long term friendships, ours has never 
been transactional. There was a time when Germany, coming out of the 
war, needed a hand and found Pakistan sharing its resources as part of the 
London Agreement and subsequently, cancelled all debt. Indeed our ties are 

underpinned by shared values of democracy, pluralism, diversity, peace and security.  Pakistan’s shift of 
focus from geopolitics to geo-economics, improved security environment, and enhanced ranking of Pakistan 
in the Ease of Doing Business index, offer attractive opportunities for German investors.

FM  attends Ministerial meeting of Afghanistan’s 
close neighbours

Morocco, Pakistan hold first ever bilateral 
Counterterrorism Training Exercise

Denver - Military units from Morocco and Pakistan concluded a two-week 
counterterrorism training event Saturday in Pakistan. The event was held at the 
National Counterterrorism Center in Pakistan and was the product of months 
of planning from both sides. The central motto of the event was “United Against 
Terrorism” and under this theme, both militaries focused on improving joint 
cooperation in various counter-terrorism training scenarios. Although this is 
the first event of this type held by both countries, Morocco and Pakistan have a 
strong history of bilateral relations that stretches back nearly 70 years. Now, both countries are looking to 
grow stronger defense and security ties to combat the growing threat of terrorism.

Pakistan desires broad-based, sustainable 
relationship with US: FM

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has said Pakistan desires broad-
based, long term and sustainable relationship with the United States for 
promotion of economic cooperation and regional peace. He was talking to 
the visiting US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman in Islamabad on 
Friday. Shah Mahmood Qureshi stressed that a regular and organized dialogue 
between the two countries is important to promote bilateral relations as well 
as to achieve shared regional objectives. The Foreign Minister expressed the 
confidence that the new Afghan setup will work for peace and stability as 
well as for the betterment of its people.  He noted that a representative and broad-based Afghan government 
can be a trustworthy partner for the international community. He said the international community should   
positively engage with Afghanistan and provide humanitarian and financial resources to it. Alluding to 
the serious human rights violations in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi called for resolution of Kashmir dispute for durable peace and stability in South Asia. The US 
Deputy Secretary of State commended Pakistan’s help in evacuation of American and other nationals from 
Afghanistan, and its consistent efforts for peace in the region. She also expressed her deep grief and sorrow 
over the human and material loss in Balochistan’s earthquake.

News Update



56 / Melange  November 2021

Pak Navy wards off Indian submarine from en-
tering Pakistani waters jurisdiction: ISPR

The Pakistan Navy detected and blocked an Indian submarine from entering 
Pakistani waters the military’s media wing revealed .The Inter Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said the navy showed “unremitting vigilance and professional 
competence” in ascertaining and blocking the attempted entry of the Indian 
vessel. “During the prevailing security milieu, a strict monitoring watch has 
been kept by Pakistan Navy to safeguard maritime frontiers of Pakistan,” the 

ISPR said. It added that the Oct 16 incident was the third time an Indian naval submarine had been detected 
and tracked by the Pakistan Navy’s long-range maritime patrol aircraft. “The recent incident reflects the 
deplorable Indian machinations vis-à-vis commitment and resolve of Pakistan Navy to defend maritime 
frontiers of the motherland,” the statement reads.

Service’s Chiefs express full confidence in 
readiness of Defence Forces

 To discuss Defence and Security environment, a meeting of the Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee (CJCSC) and all Service Chiefs was held at Joint Staff 
Headquarters (JSHQ). General Nadeem Raza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee presided over the meeting, which was attended by General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi, Chief 
of Naval Staff, Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmad Babar Sidhu, Chief of Air Staff. 
The participants discussed a range of security related issues, including fast-
paced developments in the realm of strategic and conventional policies, the 
importance of peace in Afghanistan for sustainable development in the region, 

the shared challenges faced, work plan of the Tri-Services and operational preparedness of the Armed 
Forces. They also lauded the sacrifices of security forces in the fight against terrorism.

RJ Greens, New York Real Estate & Builders receive 
Presidential Award from President Dr. Arif Alvi

Islamabad: RJ Greens and New York Real Estate & Builders receive Presidential 
Award from President Dr. Arif Alvi for their commendable services in real estate 
sector.  A prestigious ceremony was held at President House in Islamabad. 
The participants of event include MD RJ Greens, Mr. Babar Qureshi, CEO RJ 
Greens, Mr. Muhammad Imran, Director New York Real Estate, Mr. Musharaf 
Gulzar and honorable members of Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
MD RJ Greens Pvt Ltd, Gulberg Greens Islamabad. Pertinent to mention that 
Mr. Babar Qureshi and Director of New York Real Estate and Builders Mr. 
Musharaf Gulzar also received Presidential awards.

Pakistan beats India for 1st time in a 
World Cup fixture

Pakistan made history on Sunday night, defeating India for the first time in a 
World Cup fixture and ending a painful jinx that first began in 1992.The Green 
Shirts were famous for their meltdowns against their arch-rivals in World Cup 
matches and had lost 12 straight matches to the Men in Blue.They were again 
heavy underdogs heading into the game, with few giving them a chance. But 
they flipped the script and inflicted a chastening 10-wicket defeat on India. 
It was the first time either side had beaten the other by 10 wickets in a lim-
ited-overs fixture.Chasing 152, captain Babar Azam and Mohammad Rizwan 
batted from start to finish as they made India’s ‘world class’ bowling attack 
look ordinary for once.Speaking after the match, Indian captain Virat Kohli admitted that his team “did not 
execute the things that we wanted to but credit is certainly due — they outplayed us today”.
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FM visits Kabul, pledges Pak’s role to help Afghan 
brethren: FM

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says Pakistan will provide 
humanitarian assistance worth five billion rupees to Afghanistan. Briefing 
media in Islamabad on Thursday evening, after concluding his visit to 
Afghanistan, he said Pakistan will allow duty free import of fresh fruits 
and vegetable from Afghanistan to facilitate bilateral trade. He said border 
crossings between the two countries will remain open 24/7 for trade. He 
said a special lane will be established for vehicles carrying perishable goods. 
The Foreign Minister said Afghan Businessmen can get visa on arrival, while 
Pakistani Embassy in Kabul has been authorized to issue five-year visa for 

multiple entries. He said the Afghan leadership has also assured Islamabad that it will not allow anyone, 
including TLP and Baloch Liberation, to use Afghan soil against Pakistan. The Minister said interim 
government in Afghanistan has assured Pakistan that it will support projects like CASA-1000, TAPI and 
Trans-Afghan railway project.

Moscow format meeting on Afghanistan adopts 
joint statement

The third meeting of the Moscow format talks on Afghanistan concluded 
Wednesday with the adoption of a joint statement on Afghanistan formalizing 
the position and demands of the member countries to the Taliban. Above all, 
the Moscow format members -- Russia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Iran, Pakistan, 
China, Turkmenistan, India, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan -- vowed to respect 
the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of Afghanistan, the 
statement said. They also stressed that they view the Taliban as the new Afghan 

authorities despite the absence of official recognition .In order to obtain official recognition, the Taliban 
must improve the state management system and form “a truly inclusive government that adequately reflects 
the interests of all major ethno political forces in the country.” “This will be a fundamental prerequisite for 
the completion of the national reconciliation process in Afghanistan,” the statement said. Another issue the 
member countries consider important is that the Taliban pursue a moderate and wise internal and foreign 
policy, be friendly to Afghanistan’s neighbor states .

76th Anniversary, Pakistan congratulates 
the UN community

On the occasion of United Nations Day and the commemoration of the 76th 
Anniversary of the United Nations, Pakistan’s parmanent representative to UN   
warmly congratulated the UN community on behalf of Pakistan. The United 
Nations was established 76 years ago to maintain international peace and 
security and promote the economic and social development of all nations. The 
U.N Charter prescribed strict adherence to the principles of non-use of force, self-
determination of people, respect for state sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
and non-interference in their internal affairs. In the past 76 years, peace was not universally achieved. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan appoints Lt Gen Nadeem 
Anjum as New DG ISI

The Prime Minister’s Office has notified the appointment of Lt Gen Nadeem 
Anjum as the new chief of the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). He will replace 
the incumbent Lt Gen Faiz Hameed from next month.“The prime minister 
has seen and approved the appointment of  Lt Gen Nadeem Ahmed Anjum 
as director general Intelligence, with effect from November 20, 2021, from 
the panel of officers,” a notification issued by the PMO According to the 
notification, the incumbent ISI director general, Lt Gen Faiz Hameed, will 
continue to hold charge as the spy master Separately, the PMO in a series of 
tweets said Army Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa had called on Prime Minister 
Imran earlier.
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The United Arab Emirates (UAE), one of the world's fastest growing tourist destinations, has all the right 
ingredients for an unforgettable holiday, sun, sand, sea, sports, unbeatable shopping, top-class hotels and 

restaurants, an intriguing traditional culture, and a safe and welcoming environment.

Abu DhabiAbu Dhabi

SharjahSharjah

AjmanAjman

Abu Dhabi heritage village is an 
important cultural attraction 
in Abu Dhabi. The village is a 
reconstruction of traditional 
oasis village operated by the 

Emirates Heritage Club.

Emirates Palace is surrounded by 
striking landscaped gardens and 

boasts a variety of rooms and suites 
with gorgeous sea and orchard 

views, two huge swimming pools, a 
spa with a variety of exotic treat-
ments and a fantastic kids’ club.

W Abu Dhabi – Yas Island is 
nothing short of spectacular, 

with bold architecture and in-
novative touches representing 

Abu Dhabi’s culture.

Situated along the west coast of 
Deira, Al Mamzar Beach Park is 
undeniably one of the most sce-
nic beaches out there in Dubai. 
Covering an area of 106 hect-

ares, this beach-front park has 
a variety of recreational areas 
to ensure every member of the 

family will have a good time.

The museum is an important cultural 
and touristic landmark. It is unique 

for its location along the Al-Majarrah 
Waterfront in the Heart of Sharjah 
and for being the first of its kind in 

the United Arab Emirates.

This unique museum offers art 
lovers and all visitors the opportu-
nity to admire the art collections 

and temporary exhibitions hosted 
and organized by the museum. In 
addition, the museum offers the 

chance for visitors to participate in 
its programmes and workshops.

Emirates Heritage 
Club Heritage VillageEmirates Palace

W Abu Dhabi
 (Yas Island)

Al Mamzar Beach Park
Sharjah Museum of Islamic 

Civilization

Sharjah Art Museum

There are two public beaches in 
Ajman namely the Al Hamriya 

Beach and the Al Zorah Beach. As 
these two beaches are right next 

to each other, one can cover these 
two in one evening. 

Manama is an exclave of the Emirate 
of Ajman. The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) consists of seven emirates, of 
which most have exclaves. The inter-

nal borders are completely wacky 
and the result of historical alliances

The smallest of all the emirates, 
Ajman, nestling between Sharjah 
and Umm Al Quwain stretches for 

miles along the Arabian Gulf. Sandy 
white beaches and a topography that 
alternates between mountains and 
flat land add a special charm to this 

emirate.

Ajman’s Beaches Exclaves of Manama & Masfut

Travel Destination
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Umm Al-Quwain BeachUmm Al-Quwain Beach

Al AinAl Ain

Ras Al-KhaimahRas Al-Khaimah

FujairahFujairah

Snoopy Island, also called Snoopy 
Rock is a small rocky island off 
the northern coast of the Emirate 
of Fujairah on the Gulf of Oman. 

NEAR THE COAST OF FUJAIRAH 
lies the oldest and largest castle in 

the United Arab Emirates. Con-
structed during the 16th-century, 
this fort is best remembered for 
the significant role it played in 
resisting colonial expansion.

Umm Al Quwain, one of the 7 members 
of the United Arab Emirates, covers 

an area of 800 square kilometres and 
stretches from the beautiful, lush green 

coastal mangroves lining the shores 
of the Persian Gulf, inland across the 
rolling sand dunes to the fertile oasis 

surrounding Falaj Al Moalla.

Qasr al Muwaiji is an impressive 
structure that has watched over 
the oasis for around 100 years. 

A modern resort with the appro-
priate infrastructure and service is 

created today at the place where the 
thermal mineral waters were com-
ing to the surface from the ancient 

times. 

Dhayah Fort is an 18th-century for-
tification in Ras Al Khaimah, United 

Arab Emirates. It is the highest hilltop 
fort in the UAE and was the site of a 
battle during the Persian Gulf cam-

paign of 1819.

Jabal Hafeet is a mountain in the 
region of Tawam, on the border of 

the United Arab Emirates and Oman, 
which may be considered an outlier 

of Al Hajar Mountains in Eastern 
Arabia.

It is well known from historical 
sources an ‘Early Fort’ existed inside 
Ras Al Khaimah Old Town in close 
proximity to the Mohammed bin 

Salim Mosque. 

The Mubazzarah Dam is located at 
the foothills of Jebel Hafit in Al Ain, 
the Eastern Region of the Emirate 

of Abu Dhabi, the United Arab 
Emirates.

SUP is one of the most accessible 
sports in world and it’s no wonder 

that it is also one of the fastest grow-
ing watersports in Dubai.

The fertile area around Labsah is 
the site of extensive camel camps 
and farms, operated by a number 
of breeding and racing operations. 
Camel racing at Labsah normally 
takes place at weekends through-

out the cooler winter months.

The smallest of all the emirates, 
Ajman, nestling between Sharjah 
and Umm Al Quwain stretches for 

miles along the Arabian Gulf. Sandy 
white beaches and a topography that 
alternates between mountains and 
flat land add a special charm to this 

emirate.

Fujairah Fort Jazīrat al Ghubbah Snoopy 
Island

Umm Al-Quwain’s
 Al-Ali Fort

Qasr Al-Muwaiji 
Muwaiji Fort

Soak in Khatt Springs
Dhayah Fort

Ras Al-Khaimah Na-
tional Museum

Jebel Hafeet

Mubazzarah Dam

Kitesurf or Paddleboard 
Camel Racing at Al Labsa

Travel Destination
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UAE CUISINES

Margoogat

Chebab 
(Emirati Saffron Pancakes)

Machboos

These delicious Emirati-style pancakes are normally served at breakfast 
time. They’re crammed full of sour cheese and sweet date syrup, then heat-
ed. The cooking process causes the sweet and sour elements to combine, 
with a flavour that’s a little like a rich, boozy Swiss fondue. Tasty ones are 
served at Logma.

This traditional rice dish is made with whole local spices including car-
damom and cinnamon, then mixed with dried lemon. It’s usually made 
with locally caught shrimp, lamb or chicken.

Luqaimat
These hot dumplings have a similar taste and texture to doughnuts. Cafés 
make fresh batches daily, served with a sticky date sauce and topped with 
sesame seeds. Local Bites Café in Jumeirah is a good place to try them, 
mid-morning with some hot coffee.

Arabic Coffee & Dates
Complimentary Arabic coffee is offered everywhere in the UAE from government 
buildings to hotel foyers. For the good stuff, head over to Café Bateel and try the 
Bateel signature qahwa, a traditional Arabic coffee made with lightly roasted beans 
and cardamom, served with organic local dates.

This meaty, tomato-based stew is full of heat, cooked with turmeric, 
cumin and bezar (a local garam masala-like spice mixture). Different 
variations can be found across the city, made with chicken or lamb, and 
some simply made with baby marrow and potato. The chicken mar-
googat dish at Aseelah in the Radisson Blu Hotel is a must-try, along 
with the restaurant’s exciting menu of other traditional and experi-
mental dishes.

Knafeh
Originally from Palestine, this pastry dish has become a firm favourite with 
locals in the UAE. Made of sour cheese, crisp sugar syrup and dough, it’s best 
served immediately after being made. One of the most popular places to try 
it is Qwaider Al Nabulsi in Deira. During Ramadan, orders for this dessert can 
reach in to the thousands per day, as people request it for iftar – the meal eat-
en by Muslims at sundown to break their fast.

Cuisine
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Samak Mashwi

Aseeda Bobbar

Ro-be-yann nashif   
(Shrimp Fried with Spices)

Balaleet  (Sweet Vermicelli And Egg Omelet)

Shawarma

Avoid shop-bought versions of this classic Arabic bread, and instead try it at 
a bakery or restaurant where they’re making it fresh. It’s perfect with fresh 
hummus and mutabal (aubergine dip). For a theatrical display, see the Arabi-
an Tea House, which has a glass window to their bread kitchen.This Emirati 
khameer is one of the softest flatbreads you will come across. It is also super 
easy to make and makes the ideal snack with a dip or some simple meats.

A classic Middle Eastern street food, shawarma is one of Dubai’s most popular 
dishes – despite not actually being a particularly traditional dish of the UAE, 
As shawarma worthy of a road trip. The thinly sliced chicken is seasoned in a 
beautiful rub – spicy yet sweet, peppery yet fragrant – and rolled between thin 
bread and slathered in sauce before being toasted between a hot-press for a 
crisp finish.

Balaleet is a delicious salty and sweet breakfast dish that is people eat on a 
regular basis in UAE and is common to all Gulf countries. It is a sweet and 
savoury dish served as the traditional breakfast, and it is eaten either hot or 
cold.

Samak Mashwi is grilled fish, the Emirati way, marinated with date paste along 
with herbs and spices, which gives it a delicious sweet and savory mix. The fish 
is skewered, with its scales on, and cooked in a dome-like barbeque made of 
clay. As the UAE is a country with ample coast and a history of fishing we highly 
recommend you try at least this fish dish while you are here!

This dessert is full of lots of cardamom and saffron flavours and uses honey to 
sweeten it, but you can use dates syrup as well. An absolutely delicious treat 
that you won’t be able to get enough of.

Ro-be-yann nashif is a magical dish from the United Arab Emirates where plump 
shrimps cook slowly with loads of exotic spices, bezar, loomi and curry leaves.

Khubz Emirati flatbread
Cuisne
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Globally many sports 
events were either can-
celled or postponed 
amid pandemic but 
later situation became 

much conducive to conduct these 
events to dispel the impacts of the 
Covid 19. There is no doubt that 
cricket unite Nations though things 
have been altered much in recent 
years, however the love for Crick-
et still exists particularly in South 
Asian region. Cricket has come to 
South Asia in a big way. No other 
sport has made its charisma in the 
region with as much splendor and 
excitement. The game of cricket still 
continues to motivate and connect 
people not only in the Ex- British 
colonies but much far afield. 
    Cricket is now played with as 
much passion in other parts of the 
world as well even in those coun-
tries which were not British colo-
nies in the past. The approach in 
which South Asia has taken to the 
game is quite fascinating. There 
are ten Test cricket playing na-
tions in the world. Of these, four 
belong to South Asia including Pa-
kistan, Sri Lanka, India and Ban-
gladesh. Also, among the ten Test 

nations two are Muslim countries 
and both belong to South Asia, Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh. Because 
of its incredible rapidness, the 
T20 format captures the exhila-
ration and enthusiasm that the 
masses desire from any sports 
event. Five years on from the pre-
vious edition, the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup returns in October as 
16 teams duke it out for preemi-
nence in the game’s shortest ar-
rangement. Started on 17 Octo-
ber at the Oman Cricket Academy 
Ground, the event is scheduled 
to end on 14 November in Dubai 
when the tournament’s two best 
teams meet in a decider that has 
copiousness to live up to after 
2016’s impressive finale. 
     West Indies will be the first 
team to ever defend their status 
as Men’s T20 World Cup cham-
pions this time around having 
already become the first to win 
the trophy twice, though it is not 
an easy task at all in presence of 
many good teams. 
When we talk about the venues 
for this world cup, Dubai Interna-
tional Stadium, Dubai, UAE which 
was open in 2009 and hosted its 

first international match the same 
year will be hosting 13 matches, 
including one semi-final and the 
Final. Sharjah Cricket Stadium, 
Sharjah, UAE which firstly used 
for international cricket in 1984 
and has hosted an incredible 263 
international men’s matches will 
be hosting 11 matches. 
      Sheikh Zayed Stadium, Abu 
Dhabi, UAE, the second most used 
venue in men’s T20 history will be 
hosting 15 matches including one 
semi-final. Oman Cricket Academy 
Ground, Al Amerat, Oman which 
was opened in 2012 and gift-
ed by the late Sultan Qaboos bin 
Said will be hosting six T20 World 
Cup matches. Before the advent of 
the event ICC announced that the 
event will witness momentous 
spectator existence, with all sta-
dia set to permit people in at 70% 
capacity throughout the tourna-
ment. This has made the tourna-
ment the largest-scale event held 
in the UAE since the pandemic in 
terms of fan involvement. Paki-
stanis are hopeful for the green 
shirts to perform well to capture 
few more joyful moments.

T20 World Cup 2021

Sports
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