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he October 2021 issue of the Melange International Magazine,
we turn the Big Sto ry titled to “Afghanistan and
the Post-conflict Reconstruction Initiatives” by the Editor-in-Chief of Melange International Magazine Amna Malik.
Her article is a timely examination of Pakistan’s potential role
in the economic development
and rehabilitation of Afghan istan. She proposes a reconstruction policy framework to
be pursued by regional states,
particularly Pakistan, and rec ommends a set of initiatives,
including the humanitarian and
rehabilitation efforts to build
the Afghan society, that can
lead toward security, peace,
and stability for the region.
For instance, she says that Pakistan must play a broader role
in opting wisely, as this new
situation has the potential to
reach peace through economic
development and win-win co operation. Apart from estab lishing sustainable ties with
Afghanistan, efforts should be
made to avert great risks em bedded in the chaotic situation
left by NATO in Afghanistan.
Indeed, any peace and reconciliation initia tives of Islam abad should also contain the
reconstruction of the economy
as the main item on the agenda.
The challenges are daunting.
The situation is becoming dire
for around 18 million people of
Afghanistan – directly in need
of humanitarian assistance.
A sluggish response from the
international community can

cause grave humanitarian consequences.
The following Spot Light
piece titled “Algeria-Morocco
Impending Conflict” by Khalid
Latif the Editor of Melange In ternational Magazine provides
a comprehensive analysis to
the conflict and traces the
sources of tension and future
implications. Algeria which
broke off relations with Mo rocco on August 25, 2021 has
caused for a diplomatic rupture
between the two neighboring
African states which may lead
to heightened tensions and a
possible open conflict .
We also get a first-hand
account by Brig (retd) Asif Ha roon Raja on why terrorism in
Pakistan is not dying down and
that the upsurge in acts of ter ror in Waziristan and interior
Baluchistan is not declining in
spite of a radically changed environment in Afghanistan and
installation of a fence along
the western border. In a sub sequent piece, Saima Zaman
writes on the significance of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), a regional
grouping constituted of China, Russia, Pakistan, India,
and some of the Central Asian
states. She is of the opinion that
the organization, which solely
focuses on countering extremism, terrorism and separatism,
can play a role in cultural con nection, political bonding, and
economic integration in the
region. Zeeshan Shoukat’s article highlights critical aspects
of India’s assertive strategy in
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

Note:

The author maintains that In dia sees its supremacy over
the Indian Ocean as a funda mental right to achieve a great
power status. To that end, the
country is trying to expand
its naval presence in the IOR
and achieve political influence
among the littoral states of the
region. Syed Mushahid Hussain
Naqvi’s powerful piece trac es the emerging trends in the
Pakistan-US ties and charts
a way forward. He thinks the
U.S.’s signing of a peace agree ment with the Taliban in Feb ruary 2020 granted the group
a political legitimacy and that
it paved the way for the Tali ban’s government in Kabul. He
also feels that the situation in
Afghanistan will continue to
define the future trajectory of
Pakistan-US ties.
Other articles of the October issue feature diverse
perspectives and insights by
national and international an alysts, scholars, and acade mician on a range of issues
related to global security, regional affairs, and internation al peace. Saba Ashraf ’s piece
on Pakistan Border Security
Regime; Yousef Jamal’s insight
on Liberation Legitimacy: How
Far Does It Count? Yucel Acer’s
views on Turkey Delimitate Its
Maritime Borders with Egypt
and Palestine; and Muhammad
Al-Hachimi Al-Hamidi’s informative analysis on the “Tuni sian Coup: Actors a nd Impli cations”Maheen Shafeeq in her
piece sheds light on Artificial
Intelligence and its Impact on
the Future Warfare.

All advertisements and articles are published in good faith. The publishers are not responsible for any inconvenience
or disappointment caused to anyone due to any advertisement or article.
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Amna Malik
Author is the
Editor-in-Chief of
Melange International
Magazine,
The Asian Telegraph,
and President of The
Center of Pakistan and
International Relations
(COPAIR)

PAKISTAN
HAS AN
INVOLUNTARY
ROLE TO PLAY
TO ADDRESS THE
FORMIDABLE
CHALLENGES
RISING FROM
THE UNFOLDING
SITUATION OF
AFGHANISTAN
IN THE
FORESEEABLE
FUTURE

6 | Melange October 2021

Pakistan’s Role in the
Development and Rehabilitation
of Afghanistan
he protracted Afghanistan crisis
takes another stride as the Taliban regains power in Kabul in
the aftermath of the withdrawal
of United States (US) troops from Afghanistan. The resurgence of the Taliban has
revamped the geopolitical architecture of
the region whilst brewing world order for
another paradigm shift as the US regional
influence witness a major blow. These developments have simultaneously offered
China an opportunity to further extend its
regional economic endeavors by filling the
vacuum through its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).In retrospect, the majority of political analysts and experts across the globe
shared disquieting predictions regarding
security implications for both, neighboring countries and region. Notwithstanding
with pessimistic assertions of western regimes, the recent and rather abrupt withdrawal of the US-led coalition from Afghanistan in a broader spectrum can be utilized
as the transformational regional transition
of power dominated by the imperatives
of geo-economics. From the global trends
perspective, the vertex point of global economic gravity shifts towards China and
East Asia. Furthermore the contours of a
new economic and political geography are
also becoming visible with enhanced connectivity among western China, Pakistan,
and Central Asia. Henceforth, the conflict
transformation in Afghanistan offer opportunities through creating a vacuum of
economic dependency alongside the security vulnerability. Pakistan being the nextdoor neighbor to the war-torn country
has an involuntary role to play to address

the formidable challenges rising from the
unfolding situation of Afghanistan in the
foreseeable future. Being a responsible
state, Pakistan reaffirms its commitment
to support the provision of humanitarian
relief to the Afghan people under the United Nations (UN) umbrella, and the continuity of its in-kind assistance to Afghanistan. Pakistan reasserted its commitment
to facilitate the UN in its humanitarian
relief efforts by providing logistical and
other support through Pakistan. Ensuring
sustainable development and promoting
respect for human rights requires political
stability and peace in Afghanistan. While
peace cannot consolidate unless Afghanistan is provided the necessary economic
and fiscal space. Pakistan has to play key
role in Afghanistan for following reasons.

First, the domestic situation
of Afghanistan holds direct implications on Pakistan due to longstanding
geographic, economic, cultural and
ideological proximity. Secondly, the
enduring success of reoriented Pakistan’s geo-economic vision is directly
linked with prosperity and progress
of Afghanistan. Third, the complex
interdependence and great power
politics made Pakistan a significant
actor in shaping up the dynamics of
regional geopolitical architecture,
in particular the rehabilitation and
development of Afghanistan.Fourth,
majority pre-existing constraints of
Pak-Afghan bilateral ties dwindled
after the internal changes in Afghanistan’s governance structure. Under
the Taliban regime Pakistan has opportunity to reinstate much vibrant
and pragmatic policy that can secure
national interests.Pakistan’s efforts
for the Afghanistan’s rehabilitation
and development can be foreseen
into short and long term aspects.
For short term remedies, since Taliban’s takeover, Pakistan has a similar stance, as peace and stability in
Afghanistan is vital for the growth
and prosperity of not only Pakistan
but the entire region. It is pertinent
to mention that Pakistan has opted
a pragmatic policy vis-à-vis Afghanistan’s subtle situation. The interface
of its foreign policy calculus so far
whirls around the humanitarian assistance coupled with effective diplomatic maneuverings by engaging
the key stakeholder’s for setting the
prospects of stable and peaceful Afghanistan.
• Pakistan has expressed support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Afghanistan, non-interventionist approach in its domestic
affairs; whilst highlighting that the
future of Afghanistan should be determined by its people.
• Islamabad so far has urged
international community, including
all of Afghanistan’s neighbors, to
develop an inclusive approach to respond to the new realities in Afghanistan and restore peace and stability.
• Pakistan at all the diplomatic
fronts through bilateral/ multi-lateral engagements highlighted The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) as well as other
UN agencies crucial role in ensuring
timely and expedited delivery of humanitarian aid.
• Pakistan has also called for
restoration of Afghanistan’s access to

its financial resources that is viable
to combat further exacerbation of the
economic soft patch.
• In coordination with the UN
agencies, Pakistan has established
a “Humanitarian Air Bridge” for the
provision of supplies of essential food
and medical items to Afghanistan.
• For peace and stability, Pakistan has emphasized that Afghanistan’s territory should not be allowed
to pose a threat to other countries,
cautioned against the possibility of
incitement and role of spoilers.
• Pakistan also remains available as a part of the Extended Troika
format on Afghanistan that includes

Being a responsible state,
Pakistan reaffirms its commitment to support the provision of humanitarian relief to
the Afghan people under the
United Nations (UN) umbrella, and the continuity of its
in-kind assistance to Afghanistan. Pakistan reasserted its
commitment to facilitate the
UN in its humanitarian relief
efforts by providing logistical
and other support through
Pakistan.

Pakistan, China, Russia, and the US, It
has a crucial role to play for Afghanistan’s future.
• Despite
vitiated
situation, Pakistan resumed the bilateral cross-border trade between two
states for the crisis management.
• Pakistan also agrees to facilitate the UN in its humanitarian relief
efforts by providing logistical and
other support through Pakistan.
Humanitarian and Diplomatic
Efforts
On its part, Pakistan has been
supporting the humanitarian efforts
in Afghanistan in several ways, including by facilitating the evacuation and
relocation of international staff, and
the establishment of a humanitarian corridor for the delivery of relief
goods through air and land routes.
Pakistan has already been airlifting humanitarian assistance comprising food and medicines to Afghanistan, which will be followed by
supplies through land routes as well.
Pakistan continues to host more than
3 million Afghan refugees for over
four decades. Over the years, and
have also earmarked over one billion

US dollars for a range of development
projects in Afghanistan.
Pakistan International Airline
(PIA) evacuated 1460 passengers,
mostly ‘foreign nationals’, from Kabul
under its humanitarian mission after the Taliban’s takeover, the world
during a crisis situation, and this
gesture gained heap acknowledgement across the world. At this critical juncture, Pakistan became the
first country that has extended humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan.
Fourth, C-130 plan of Pakistan delivered a consignment of relief food and
medicines for the people in different
regions of Afghanistan. Pakistan has
also operationalized its regular commercial flights to Kabul after the Taliban’s takeover.
Prime Minister during the
Meeting of the Heads of Delegations
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) on “Outreach on Afghanistan” urged the international community for enhanced
engagement and reinforcedthat abandoning Afghanistan would create an
unstable situation leading to the rise
in terrorist incidents, negative spillover effect on neighboring countries
and transnational organized crimes.
On the diplomatic front, Pakistan hosted a virtual meeting of the
Foreign Ministers of Afghanistan’s
immediate neighbors – China, Iran,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan to discuss plausible solutions of simmering economic crisis.
Likewise, Pakistan’s Foreign Minster
Shah Mahmood Qureshi paid visits to
Central Asian Republics (CARs) and
Iran to discuss the evolving Afghanistan Situation and regional dynamics.
Prime Minister Imran Khan
also deliberated upon the Afghanistan’s progress and development
with the heads of Kingdom of audi
Arabia (KSA) , Qatar, Bahrain and
United Arab Emirates (UAE). Apart
from that, Deputy Prime Minister of
Qatar also visited Pakistan to discuss
prospectus for collective engagement
for rehabilitation and development in
Afghanistan. One of the notable developments after the US withdrawal
of troops from Afghanistan is the renewed Pak-EU engagement for stability and enduring peace. Various Foreign Ministers, including Germany,
Spain, Italy, Tunisia, UK, and Netherland, visited Pakistan in span of two
weeks under the Afghanistan Diplomacy. Pakistan also activated its tele-
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phonic diplomacy. Its Foreign Minister did telephonic deliberations with
his counterparts, and state officials
of the US, Canada, Slovakia, Romania,
Poland, KSA, UAE and Denmark for
the humanitarian assistance initiative
for Afghanistan. Likewise, during the
High-level Ministerial Meeting on the
Humanitarian Situation in Afghanistan held in Geneva, Pakistan apprised the international community
about continued humanitarian support by Pakistan in several ways, including by facilitating the evacuation
and relocation of international staff,
establishment of a humanitarian corridor for the delivery of relief goods,
and in-kind assistance by Pakistan
for their Afghan brethren through
air and land routes. Pakistan is also
determined to provide humanitarian
assistance containing food and medicines to Afghanistan. Extending international solidarity with the Afghan
people, both in terms of financial,
humanitarian and political support,
Islamabad called for developmental
partnerships, nation-building and development, and fulfill the humanitarian needs of the Afghan people. As far
as global institutional engagement
is concerned, Pakistan instrumented
key diplomatic engagements for the
economic packages, averting humanitarian and refugee’s crisis with multinational forums such as SCO, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund
(IMF), Asian Development Bank, European Union (EU), Organization for
Islamic Cooperation (OIC).
During annual Commonwealth
Foreign Affairs Ministers meeting,
Pakistan also urged the international community to avoid the mistake
of abandoning Afghanistan, adopt a
pragmatic approach, and sustain engagement. At this critical juncture,
the Afghan nation must be helped to
walk firmly along the path of peace,
progress, and prosperity. To address
the security concerns, the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) head visit
Afghanistan, CIA’s chief visit to Pakistan and multinational: Pakistan
China, Iran, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan
Turkmenistan, and Russian intelligence heads gathering is another vital development for Afghanistan, and
regional security dynamics. Henceforth, it can be argued that Pakistan’s
stance, efforts and engagement for
Afghanistan show rational intent and
contributions for Afghanistan’s stability and sustainable progress. However, the aforementioned policy im-
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peratives are reductionist strategies
that may settle the dust, somehow
in larger canvas, Afghanistan’s situation demands a broad-band and farfetched policy model from Islamabad.
For that Policymakers and stakeholders have to introspect the pre-existing strategic and policy manual,
further revamping would benefit Pakistan, and region. In account of this,
a re-oriented multilayered approach
that can preserve the national interest and secure positive-sum gains for
Afghanistan is vitally essential.
CPEC Extension to Afghanistan:
Taliban’s resurgence to power
in Afghanistan has pitched another
debate: what should be Pakistan’s
diplomatic policy formation towards
Afghanistan? Let’s lay the basic argument, just put all the efforts (covert/
overt) for the extension of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) to
Afghanistan because the fallouts of
the US withdrawal have offered Pakistan a golden opportunity to drive
CPEC in the region
Indeed, CPEC itself has become
imperative for the prosperity of Afghanistan for the following reasons:
First, The US has frozen nearly $9.5 billion in assets belonging to
the Afghan central bank and stopped
shipments of cash to the nation as
it tries to keep a Taliban-led government from accessing the money,
making war-torn state economically
vulnerable and dependent on the assistance and collective partnerships.
On the other hand, the majority of
western regimes are less interested
in the financial assistance of Afghanistan under the Taliban Regime. Thus,
Afghanistan for its future economic
exigencies depends on regional actors whilst CPEC can fill that vacuum
meeting up the economic necessities
of Afghanistan.
Second, the aid and donations
provided by the international organizations, states and institutions may
assist to combat the simmering humanitarian crisis for the short period
of time. The sustainable development
and rehabilitation of Afghanistan
seeks long term policy measures and
developmental plans that can hold
the state pillars strong with reference to its progress and prosperity,
as the regional economic developmental trends are already driven by
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) led
projects, thus it offers CPEC to make
inroads into Afghanistan and creating
positive sum gains for the entire re-

gionally engaged states.
Third, Afghanistan has now further converge the Sino-Pak interests,
for instance, Taliban spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid said the “Taliban’s
support China’s One Belt, One Road
initiative that seeks to link China with
Africa, Asia and Europe through an
enormous network of ports, railways,
roads and industrial parks. China is
our most important partner and represents a fundamental and extraordinary opportunity for us because it is
ready to invest and rebuild our country.” It is pertinent to mention that
China has also offered at least $31m
worth of emergency aid, including
coronavirus vaccines to Afghanistan
as the Taliban revealed the members
of its new government. The bilateral
engagement between Kabul and Beijing alleviates Pakistan’s posture due
to strong strategic, geographic proximities and convergences of economic, and security interests with China.
Fourthly, from Beijing’s perspective, its role as the economic
superpower envisioned to develop
regional markets under the BRI, is
crucial in shaping the future economic outlook. Stability in Afghanistan is
directly linked to the timely implementation of connectivity infrastructure projects in Pakistan, Iran, and
central Asia. In broader spectrum,
Afghanistan’s economic comparative
advantage is vested in its central location to connect South and Central
Asia to the Middle East and its vast
mineral resources estimated over one
trillion dollars.
Thus, CPEC may take center
stage for benefiting Afghanistan and
further accomplishing BRI resounding goals with greater success. Fifth,
CPEC has potential for directly complement China’s regional connectivity ambitions and expertise to develop
supporting infrastructure for mineral
development through building a locomotive infrastructure, technology
transfer, skills development, and linkages to markets through Afghanistan
to CARs and leading to Eastern Europe. Sixth, China is heavily investing
in developing its western provinces,
which border with Pakistan, Tajikistan, and the Kyrgyz republic. Any
destabilization in Afghanistan will
have direct repercussions on development in these regions, thus China
foresees Afghanistan economic security through, investments creation of
jobs for Afghan youth and strengthen
ownership of the Chinese approach

towards economic development as
the main instrument of diplomatic
partnership to avert plausible spill
over security concerns that may hamper its geo-economic interests. In this
regard, policy option for the Pakistan
on the table may include:
• The role of Pakistan is vital
for timely structuring and mediating a
strategic regional support package for
Afghanistan, in this regard Pakistan
can engage the Middle Eastern states
and other allies such as China, Russia
and Turkey to provide Afghanistan a
much-needed economic relief.
• Regional financial institutions
such as the Asian Infrastructure Development Bank, Asian Development
Bank, BRICS Bank, and Islamic Development Bank, hold significant amount
of liquidity, Pakistan should initiate
diplomatic maneuverings for the “humanitarian assistance package” loans
schemes for the Afghanistan to avert
the chances of sudden economic collapse that may push the state into civil
warfare.
• Pakistan must take multilateral initiatives for convening SCO
session to discuss the Afghanistan
situation. As out of 150 ethnic groups
living in the SCO region, around 30 are
living in Afghanistan; therefore, SCO
has a vital role to play for the conflict
reconciliation, development and for
building confidence and trust; and developing empathy among indigenous
groups.
• Dedicated fund could be held
for the reconstruction and development of the war-torn nation. Projects
like Peshawar to Kabul motorway
and value addition to Afghan fruits
and vegetables in Rashakai Economic
Zone could be started immediately.
• As the stability and confidence
of the new regime, the private investors
will start coming back, and the contri-

bution of internal revenue generation
will start increasing. The security situation in Afghanistan will remain the
key factor for providing safe passage
for transit trade, regional connectivity,
and mineral development.
• Efforts should be made to
further strengthen the efficacy of the
border management regime and contingency plans should be taken to
ensure internal security to tackle the
evolving security situation along the
Pak-Afghan Border
• Security establishment must
formulate a mechanism (covert/
overt) through utility bargaining
chips to address domestic security
concerns, stemming threats from Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan, and Islamic
State Khorasan Province (ISKP) and
other outfits across the border.
• The establishment of the Taliban regime should not impact the bilateral trade/economic ties between
Kabul and Islamabad. The current situation offers Islamabad opportunities
to revamp its economic preferences.
Policymakers should more focus on
projecting their economic vision.
• Pakistan can prevail on the
Taliban Government that an inclusive
outlook must be developed to gather
acceptability amongst the nations of
the World, including emancipation
of women, education, a conventional justice system, and social diversity
that needs to be accepted just as is it
should be in Pakistan as well.
• Afghanistan is dependent on
its neighbor countries for electricity,
which has not been built in the past
20 years. CASA-1000 includes Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan as one electric grid. If Pakistan
manage to execute the projects with
all the stakeholders, that will create
win-win situation for both Afghanistan and Pakistan.

• The future of Afghanistan’s
indigenous is based on its natural reservoirs. It is enriched with rare-earth
and other metals like lithium, beryllium and tantalum that are necessary
for modern electronics and high-technology products. This opportunity can
be capitalized by Islamabad through
provision of technical assistance. Such
an approach will enhance bilateral
economic cooperation.
• Five-Nation Railway (China-Kyrgyzstan-Tajikistan-Afghanistan-Iran) and the corridor from
Peshawar (Pakistan) to Kabul and
to Dushanbe. Therefore, building
the missing links inside Afghanistan
should become the focus for Islamabad’s reconstruction plans.
• Under the Taliban rule, Afghanistan likely to face challenges
related to skilled human resources
and professional expertise. Pakistan
can provide assistance in training the
manpower through various initiatives
by collaborating international stakeholders.
To conclude, Pakistan has to
play a broader role in opting wisely,
as this new situation has the potential
to reach peace through economic development and win-win cooperation.
Apart from establishing sustainable
ties with Afghanistan, efforts should
be made to avert great risks embedded
in the chaotic situation left by NATO
in Afghanistan. Indeed any peace and
reconciliation initiatives of Islamabad
should also contain the reconstruction
of the economy as the main item on
the agenda. The challenges are daunting. The situation is becoming dire for
around 18 million people of Afghanistan – directly in need of humanitarian assistance. A sluggish response
from the international community
can cause grave humanitarian consequences.
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REGRETTABLY
INSTEAD OF
WORKING
TOGETHER BOTH
ALGERIA AND
MOROCCO HAVE
SPENT OVER HALF A
CENTURY LOCKED
IN A HIGH-STAKES
RIVALRY. THEIR
SHARED BORDER
HAS BEEN CLOSED
SINCE 1994 AND
BOTH NATIONS
HAVE SPENT TENS
OF BILLIONS
OF DOLLARS
ON MILITARY
PROCUREMENTS
ATTEMPTING
TO ACHIEVE
REGIONAL
SUPREMACY
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Algeria-Morocco
Impending Conflict
S President Ronald Reagan once
said: “peace is not the absence of
conflict, but the ability to cope
with conflict by peaceful means.”
On August 25, 2021 Algeria broke off relations with Morocco accusing the country of several offenses marking only the
latest episode in one of the world’s most
self-destructive conflicts. Six decades ago
Algeria and Morocco looked primed to
turn the page in Africa’s independence
era. Regrettably instead of working together the two spent over half a century locked in a high-stakes rivalry. Their
shared border has been closed since
1994 and both nations have spent tens
of billions of dollars on military procurements attempting to achieve regional
supremacy. Neither side is any closer to
matching the other and just as neither
is willing to let go of old habits. In reaction to the closure of diplomatic ties
there is talk of shutting down airspaces
and energy pipelines while also increasing military presence on the borders.
At first glance Morocco and Algeria
look almost indistinguishable in their national identity. They occupy the same corner of Africa, and have comparable levels
of populations. Both perform similarly in
economic indexes and they share strong
Arab-Berber Muslim populations and
French influences. Back in the 1960’s it
was easy to imagine these two countries
working together for the prosperity of the
region, however, unfortunately that is not
what has transpired. The two countries
developed along strikingly different ideol-

ogies leading to conflict not cooperation.
The origins of the Moroccan-Algerian rivalry date back to the colonial era. When
the French conquered Algeria in 1830,
Morocco stirred up a rebellion against
the occupation. A decade later France responded by crushing the Moroccan army
and then annexing parts of Moroccan territories near the Algerian border. These regions now designated as the provinces of
Bashar and Tinduf became part of France
not Algeria. The French, however, had no
use for the areas and therefore never demarcated the boundaries. In the 1950’s
when precious metals and minerals were
discovered in the provinces. France transferred to regions to Algerian sovereignty.
Years later in 1957 France offered
to return the provinces to Morocco if
Rabat agreed to form a joint administration to exploit the newly discovered minerals. Morocco rejected the
offer because at the time the Algerian
independence movement was in full
swing and they didn’t see the value of
accommodation with France. Instead
the Moroccan leadership came to an understanding with the provisional Algerian government to settle the territorial
disputes as soon as Algeria secured its
sovereignty. However, upon gaining independence in 1962 the Algerian leadership changed its mind. Too many lives
had been lost and Algeria was in no
state to make territorial concessions.
Moroccan and Algerian lawmakers
walked away from the talks with mutual
impressions of mistrust and hostility.

A year later the two sides came
to blows and fought to a stalemate in
what became known as the Sand War.
Though the border dispute was later
settled the relationship between Morocco and Algeria never normalized
and frankly it couldn’t. Morocco’s
monarchy provided the nation with a
sense of historical continuity. Unlike
most Arab monarchies during the cold
war, Morocco had sided with the United States and historically on December 20, 1777, the Kingdom of Morocco
became the first country in the world
to recognize United States independence. Meanwhile Algeria was characterized by its anti-colonial struggle.
Up to 1.5 million people died in the Algeria’s independence war and by the
end of the carnage Algeria came out
with a sense of anxiety and urgency to
restore the country. It developed a nationalist-socialist revolutionary zeal
that leaned towards the Soviet Union.
Therefore policymakers in Rabat and
Algiers lined up on opposite sides
during the cold war. Then in 1975
something changed the equation.
Spain gave up on Western Sahara an
area about the size of the United Kingdom that sat South of Morocco. Spain’s
surrender came after a lengthy legal
battle at the United Nations and after
some 350,000 unarmed Moroccan civilians crossed into Western Sahara.
Spanish policymakers had no appetite
for a fight and conceded the territory to Morocco. Nobody had bothered
asking what the local Saharawi people
wanted, but that was the state of play.
For Algeria control over Western
Sahara meant access to the Atlantic
Ocean and an alternative corridor by
passing the Gibraltar Strait. Western
Sahara seemed like the key to Algeria’s aspirations for regional dominance. It was a geopolitical prize well
worth fighting for. So immediately after Morocco annexed Western Sahara,
Algeria sided with the local Saharawi
militias that led to a long excruciating
proxy conflict. The Saharawi proxy
groups led by the Polisario Front operated from Algerian territory and
periodically launched attacks into
Morocco. After almost two decades
of fighting Morocco came to control
about 85 percent of Western Sahara and in 1991 a ceasefire ended the
hostilities and uneasy peace has held
since. However, the dispute tainted all
relations between Morocco and Algeria. At the same time in the early 1990s
Algeria descended into a horrible civil
war against Islamist groups. Algiers

accused Rabat of supporting rebel
militias and the border was closed in
retaliation. Though many half-hearted
attempts at normalization have been
made since then the border has remained closed since 1994.
On top of all this, relations were
also strained by their rather different
political outlooks. While Morocco was
a conservative Islamic monarchy, Algeria emerged as a socialist republic
espousing secular Arab nationalism.

The rivalry between Morocco
and Algeria has gone on for so
long that disagreements have
become a permanent source
of political propaganda. By refusing to normalize relations,
commercial contracts are often
times outsourced to far away
powers, including the United
States, Saudi Arabia, Iran, and
France. Local economic life is
held back as nearly all physical
infrastructures in both countries are oriented towards the
coast and towards exports.
Much of Africa does very little
trading within and Algeria and
Morocco are perhaps the countries most capable of breaking
out of this trap. This was just
as true 60 years ago as it is today but it has never happened.

Given these long-standing difficulties, what has caused this latest dramatic deterioration in relations? In
essence, it comes down to a series
of developments over the course of
2020 and 2021. As ever, Western Sahara figures highly. Although Morocco and the Polisario reached a United
Nations-brokered peace agreement
in 1991 that envisaged an independence referendum, the vote has never
taken place. Amidst growing frustration, in November 2020, the Polisario
announced it was ending the 29-year
ceasefire and launched a series of attacks on Moroccan forces in the territory. Given Algeria’s long-standing
support for the Polisario, Morocco
argues that this could only have happened with direct Algerian approval.
Equally, in Rabat the leadership
announced the formal recognition of

Israel and has taken steps to improve
relations with Israel and in return in
December 2020, the Trump Administration recognized Morocco’s claim
to Western Sahara; the United States
recognized Moroccan sovereignty
over Western Sahara; thereby reversing decades of U.S. policy. Given that
a growing number of African countries have also been moving in the
same direction, with more and more
countries opening consulates in Laayoune, the capital of Western Sahara,
Algeria is no doubt nervous that Morocco’s claim is now starting to gain
real traction. While Morocco and Israel have long had relatively good relations behind the scenes, like most of
the Arab world, Morocco had refused
to formally acknowledge Israel since
its creation in 1948. Indeed, up until
2020, just three members of the Arab
League had recognized Israel: Egypt,
Jordan and Palestine. However, over
the course of late summer and autumn
2020, Washington brokered a series of
agreements that saw the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Sudan, and, finally,
Morocco’s acceptance of Israel. As a
long-standing advocate of the Palestinian cause, Algeria was extremely
critical of these moves and was quick
to condemn Morocco’s decision; arguing that it was in fact all part of a plot
by Israel - or “the Zionist entity”, as it
calls it - to move closer to its borders.
To add to all this, tensions have overflowed into other areas.
Therefore, two of Africa’s most
dynamic economies have walled
themselves off from each other costing immeasurable amounts of economic growth. Still worse mutual
hostility plunged Morocco and Algeria into a costly arms race. Morocco
operates one of the most sophisticated militaries in Africa. Its arsenal
includes F-16 jets, M1 Abrams main
battle tanks, self-propelled howitzers,
medium-range missile systems, and
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observation satellites. Between 2005
and 2015 Morocco spent roughly $48
billion dollars on its military that’s a
fortune by regional standards and as
if that wasn’t enough in 2020 Morocco
announced a five-year plan worth $20
billion dollars to achieve regional military supremacy. Algeria with its vast
hydrocarbon wealth has met the arms
race head on. Between 2005 and 2015
it had spent $58
billion
dollars
on defense $10
billion more than
Morocco. In the
pursuit of military superiority
Algeria has acquired Kilo-class
submarines frigates as well as
new SU-34 and
SU-35 jets. The
military
hardware that Morocco and Algeria
have acquired exceeds what they
need to secure
their respective
hinterlands. The
aim is solely to
outmatch the other. By the same token every resource spent on buying
weapons of destruction is money not
spent on building roads, railways,
schools and hospitals. Every part of
the country that becomes a conflict
zone is rendered inoperable for industrial parks and farming grounds. By all
accounts, one can argue that the arms
race between Algeria and Morocco is
not only costly but self-destructive. In
recent years the turmoil in Libya, the
jihadists in the Sahel, the slump in oil
prices, and COVID restrictions have
weighed heavily on the resources of
both Morocco and Algeria. Only military spending has continued to grow
that has lead to tensions in both countries.
Meanwhile, in Algiers the aging
oligarchy that runs the country has
been wrestling with a determined
protest movement since early 2019.
With the very recent death of ex-President Abdulaziz
Bouteflika, who
reigned over 20 years, resigned from
office and the following elections have
featured less and less popular participation and many Algerians feel that
their government remains corrupt
and unresponsive. Years of budgetary
austerity have reduced public services
in Algeria which has led to the current
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protests and the advent of the Kabila
secessionist movement. The Kabila
region in northwest Algeria is fiercely proud of its Berber heritage and it
has existed either as an independent
or autonomous entity at many points
in history. The fortunes of the Kabila movement have ebbed and flowed
over the years. There have been moments of violent skirmishes and there

have been moments of peaceful reconciliation. Now it seems like the
Algerian government and elements
of the Kabila movement are headed
in a more violent direction. In early
August of 2021 tens of thousands of
hectares of forests were devastated
when a blistering heat wave triggered
wildfire across northern Algeria. Critics say that the Algerian government
failed to prepare for the blazes however Algiers claims that most of the
fires were artificially ignited and has
pointed the finger at the Kabila-based
organizations. Already several Kabila
groups have been designated as terrorist bodies, but the situation could
be even worse than the official story. It
is speculative at this point, but the fact
that more than 30 Algerian soldiers
have died putting out wildfires may
indicate that little firefights between
Kabila separatists and Algerian troops
have already taken place. Either way,
in mid-August Algeria accused Morocco of being complicit in the wildfires
and physically aiding Kabila separatists. Morocco has indeed been vocal
about Kabila both in the past and recently, but whether Moroccan support
has gone beyond words is unclear.
It’s possible that Morocco would see
support for Kabila as fair retaliation

for Algerian intervention in Western
Sahara. Whatever is true Algeria has
decided to cut diplomatic relations
with Morocco over what it calls as
hostile actions. Now by and large half
a century of back and forth conflict
has deeply wounded Algeria and Morocco. Both have missed opportunities
to lead and prosper. Together Algeria
and Morocco have a population close
to the size of Germany. Algerian crude
oil and natural gases
stand out, but both
countries are abundantly rich in strategic natural resources. Economic growth
and development was
sacrificed to feed the
self-destructive rivalry. The standards of
living could have been
so much higher had
the two found ways to
cooperate. Based on
data from the International Monetary Fund
Morocco and Algeria
are among the world’s
poorest
countries
ranking 125th and
109th respectively. Algeria performs
better in most metrics, but only slightly so and that lead is evaporating as
lower for longer oil prices wreak havoc on the country’s services.
The rivalry between Morocco
and Algeria has gone on for so long
that disagreements have become a
permanent source of political propaganda. By refusing to normalize
relations, commercial contracts are
often times outsourced to far away
powers, including the United States,
Saudi Arabia, Iran, and France. Local
economic life is held back as nearly all
physical infrastructures in both countries are oriented towards the coast
and towards exports. Much of Africa
does very little trading within and
Algeria and Morocco are perhaps the
countries most capable of breaking
out of this trap. This was just as true
60 years ago as it is today but it has
never happened. Nearly all aspects of
cooperation have failed and what little
avenue of collaboration remains is at
risk of further closure. Now Algerian
lawmakers are considering closing the
airspace with Morocco and shutting
down an Algerian pipeline that runs
across Morocco’s territory. Meanwhile
the number of troops and vehicles at
the shared border is set to increase.

On July 2021, a row broke out
after Morocco accused Algeria of hypocrisy by calling for Western Sahara’s self-determination, but refusing
to consider it in the case of Kabylia;
a large Berber-inhabited area in the
north of Algeria that seen a growing independence movement. Indeed,
just a few months earlier, Algeria
had designated the Movement for the
Self-Determination of Kabylia, MAK,
a terrorist organization. Furious at
this interference in its internal affairs, and arguing that the two cases
were very different, Algeria recalled
its ambassador from Morocco in protest. Additionally, tensions have also
grown following revelations about the
widespread use of Israeli-made Pegasus surveillance software by various
governments to spy on internal and
external targets. In its announcement
that it was breaking off relations, Algeria accused Morocco of having used
the technology
against its officials. So, just
how serious is
the situation?
By all accounts,
relations between Morocco and Algeria
now
appear
to be at their
lowest point in
over 50 years.
Given
that
both countries
remain highly militarized
and
heavily
armed, fielding
the second and
third
largest
armed forces
in Africa after Egypt, this surely gives
rise for concern. That said, any talk of
conflict between Morocco and Algeria
needs to be treated with caution. For
a start, Morocco appears to have little
wish to provoke a military confrontation.
Indeed, at the end of July, before relations were cut, the Moroccan
king explicitly called for an easing of
tensions between the two countries,
including the opening of the border.
Moreover, following Algeria’s announcement that it was ending diplomatic relation, Morocco was quick to
deny what it called “absurd” accusations and made a deliberate attempt
to sound conciliatory. Given that Morocco also seems to be gaining on the

diplomatic front, it would seem to
have little reason to want to escalate
the situation. Of course, the renewed
attacks by Polisario are an issue. But
there seems to be little indication that
this is a serious problem for Rabat, especially given the fortified sand wall
it has built in Western Sahara to keep
out Polisario forces. In this sense, the
real concern would seem to lie with
Algeria. Here the picture is rather
more worrying given that there is no
doubt that it is on the back foot, both
politically and diplomatically. Its influence is clearly not what it once was,
especially in a wider African context.
Quite apart from the fact that Morocco seems to be gaining ground in encouraging African states to support
its position on Western Sahara, the
recent decision by the African Union
to admit Israel as an observer, despite
strong opposition from Algiers, will
also have signaled a sense that it’s be-

coming more marginalized. Also, the
fact it will certainly have endorsed the
recent renewed attacks by Polisario or
Morocco is a worrying sign that things
are becoming more militarized. That
said, there are also grounds for cautious optimism.
It’s also important to note that
throughout the long history of the
Western Sahara dispute,
Algeria
has always made sure that it’s never been directly involved in fighting.
And there’s little indication that this
has changed. But perhaps the greatest hope that it too is hoping to keep
things in the realm of politics comes
with the detail in its announcement
that it was breaking off diplomatic relations. Rather than the full and com-

plete break off all ties with Morocco, it
noted that it would retain a consular
presence. Such small things can send
big messages. But all this also needs to
be understood in terms of continuing
political instability in Algeria. After
two years of protests, there’s a sense
that the Algerian decision is designed
to appeal to a domestic audience, especially as it cracks down on dissent.
Needless to say, this adds an unwelcome element to the situation. While
the government may not want to see
an escalation of tensions, one could
argue that it has now backed itself
into a corner. It may not want war, but
there is little more it can now do diplomatically. Again, this contributes to
concerns about the recent announcement. Algeria’s decision to break off
diplomatic relations with neighboring
Morocco marks a serious new deterioration in relations between these two
North African states.
Long
strained
over a range of issues,
not least of all the
Western Sahara, ties
have become increasingly tense since the
end of 2020.The question is what happens
now? While it may simply herald another step
in a long-standing cold
war between the two
countries, there will
obviously be fears that
the two may be edging
closer to armed conflict
- especially if, as some
fear, Algeria sees no
further room for maneuver. In this sense,
while it’s important to
stress that there is little sign that either side wants to see
an armed confrontation, there’s nevertheless the sense that things could
yet head in that direction.
None of these measures will seriously harm the existing power balance, but they serve as a reminder
that the rivalry between Morocco and
Algeria is an old wound. The list of
grievances is long and it includes colonial demarcation, irredentist claims,
political ideology and an arms race for
regional influence. Though both Algeria and Morocco have made attempts
to move away from the past, however,
some old wounds never truly heal and
bleed again at the slightest incident in
the predicament of these two North
African states.
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One Cannot Afford Buying
Afghanistan
n the morning hours of 13th of
August, the commander of few
thousand Taliban soldiers contacted the high brass for permission to enter in Kabul city. By then, the Afghan Taliban were knocking on the door
of Kabul. The top Taliban brass, ‘for some
reason’ asked the commander to wait
for the next orders and eventually, in the
early hours of 15th August, the the commander was given a go ahead to capture
Kabul the same day.
The world witnessed the Taliban
forces entering in government buildings
in Kabul. Interestingly, 90% of the Taliban soldiers who entered in Kabul were
in between the ages of 18 to 30 years
of age. Afghanistan has a long history of
domination by foreign conquerors and
has experienced never ending internal
rifts on ethnic as well as theological basis. The landlocked door between Europe
and Asia, this land was conquered by
Darius I of Babylonia and Alexander the
Great of Macedonia in ancient BCs.
Mahmud Ghaznavi, an 11th century
conqueror who created an empire from
Iran to India, is considered as one of the
greatest of Afghanistan’s conquerors
whereas, Genghis Khan took over the territory in the 13th century, but it wasn’t
until the 18th century that the area was
united as a single country.
During the 19th century, Britain,

looking to protect its Indian empire from
Russia, attempted to annex Afghanistan,
resulting in a series of British-Afghan
Wars. British failed to gain ground on
Kabul and gave up the idea of creating an
Afghan fortress against the Russians.
In early 1926, Amanullah declared
Afghanistan a monarchy, rather than an
emirate, and proclaimed himself a king.
He pursued to a series of modernisation
plans and attempted to disturb the power
of the Loya Jirga, the National Council. His
opposition took up the arms and Amanullah was forced to leave the country.

A few years on, Zahir Shah became the king and Afghanistan saw
four consecutive years of stability
and security. It was the very time
when in mid-30s Afghanistan got
recognised by the United States.
When Britain left subcontinent, it
left a long uncontrollable border
between Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Importantly, in 50s, Afghanistan saw secularisation in the bigger cities under the premiership of
Muhammad Dawood Khan, a cousin
of Zahir Shah the king. His pro-Soviet stance during the heights of
Cold War was a threat to the United States. This was the very time
when internal political problems
started gaining strength. Afghanistan and the Soviets became active
allies. In 60s, Soviets clandestinely created Afghan Communist Party that turned out to be a disaster
for Soviets themselves. Muhammed
Dawood Khan got killed in a communist coup in 1978. Nur Mohammad Taraki, one of the founding
members of the Afghan Communist
Party, takes control of the country
as president, and Babrak Karmal
is named deputy prime minister.
They proclaim independence from
Soviet influence, and declare their
policies to be based on Islamic
principles, Afghan nationalism and
socioeconomic justice. Taraki signs
a friendship treaty with the Soviet
Union. But a rivalry between Taraki
and Hafizullah Amin, another influential communist leader, leads
to internal fighting. At the same
time, conservative Islamic and ethnic leaders who objected to social

changes introduced by Khan begin
an armed revolt in the countryside.
In June, the guerrilla movement
Mujahideen is created to battle the
Soviet-backed government.
In 1979, while Iranian revolution was changing the region,
American
Ambassador
Adolph
Dubs is killed. The United States
cuts off assistance to Afghanistan.
A power struggle between Taraki
and Deputy Prime Minister Hafizullah Amin begins. Taraki is killed in
September 1979 in a confrontation
with Amin supporters. The USSR
invades Afghanistan in December
to bolster the faltering communist
regime. Amin and many of his followers are executed in late December. Deputy Prime Minister Babrak
Karmal becomes prime minister. By
the early 1980, US backed Mujahideen get united against the Soviet
invaders.
Nearly 1.5 million Afghans become refugees in Iran whereas double the number reach Pakistan as
refugees. The same refugees play
a key role in Afghan Jihad as Pakistan became the recruiting turf for
the Mujahideen. That lead to the
eventual victory of the Mujahideen
against the Soviet invaders. During
Afghan Jihad, OBL played a key role
as he brought in the Arab Mujahideen. It was the very time when the
western media highlighted OBL as
a hero. Interestingly, Pakistan was
not the only country supporting the

Mujahideen, Britain, Saudi Arabia,
China and never to be forgotten is
the US that supported the ousting
of the Soviets. The American Stinger missiles played a key role in the
victory.
The Mujahideen, after the
ouster of the Soviets were faced
with a new challenge as the internal fighting for the control erupted.
Najibullah got killed and hung in
Kabul whereas Babrak Karmal had
already fled the country. Interestingly, India supported anti Mujahideen government at the time but
with sudden changes in Afghanistan, did not even help Najibullah
when he direly needed it.
In 1996, Newly formed Islamic militia, the Taliban, rise to
power on promises of peace. Most
Afghans, exhausted by years of
war, approve of the Taliban for upholding traditional Islamic values.
The Taliban outlaw cultivation of
poppies for the opium trade, crack
down on crime, and curtail the education and employment of women. Women are required to be fully
veiled and are not allowed outside
alone. Islamic law is enforced via
public executions and amputations.
The United States refuses to recognise the authority of the Taliban.
Ethnic groups in the north, under
Masood’s Northern Alliance, and
the south, aided in part by Hamid
Karzai, continue to battle the Taliban for control of the country.
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Following al-Qaida’s bombings of two
American embassies
in Africa, in 1998,
President Clinton orders cruise missile
attacks against OBL’s
training camps in
Afghanistan. The attacks miss the Saudi
and other leaders of
the terrorist group.
OBL officially started
getting considered an
international terrorist
and is widely believed
to be hiding in Afghanistan, where he is cultivating thousands of
followers in terrorist training camps. The
United States demand that OBL be extradited to stand trial for the embassy bombings.
The Taliban decline to extradite him. The
United Nations punishes Afghanistan with
sanctions restricting trade and economic
development.
Just 2 days before 9/11, Ahmed Shah
Masood, the head of the Northern Alliance
and the nation’s top insurgent, got killed
by assassins posing as journalists while
he was meeting the crowd of his supporters. The 9/11 event shook the world and
immediately the US blamed OBL’s Al-Qaida
for it. President Bush demanded for OBL
again but Taliban refused to cooperate
due to Pashtoon Walli, the Pashtoon code
or values. Pakistan did try to mediate but
failed as US hurriedly attacked Afghanistan. Within two months, US was able to
enter Kabul with help of its allies within
northern alliance. In December, US makes
Hamid Karzai as a leader of the interim
government. Karzai, who was ethnic Pashtoon and anti Taliban, immediately created
his importance in the eyes of the western
world. Importantly, Karzai lived his life
in Pakistan and only came to Afghanistan
when the US overthrew the Taliban government.
Pakistan, unwantingly became an
ally of the US in war on terror. Whereas
the NATO forces came to Afghanistan to
fight against the terrorism. NATO took the
responsibility of the security of the major cities of Afghanistan whereas the rural Afghanistan, that happens to be more
than of Afghanistan, was left at the hands
of local warlords. Administrative system
only worked in the cities while Taliban’s
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jurisdiction prevailed the overall Afghanistan. Majority of Afghanistan had no identification cards to prove their existence in
Afghanistan and neither they ever were
accounted for nor they ever voted for post9/11 regimes. But, Ashraf Ghani became
president of Afghanistan after two rounds
of voting that too followed by the claims
of election fraud thus a power-sharing
agreement with main rival Abdullah Abdullah. The power-sharing setup portrayed
as Democratic government of Afghanistan
that in reality was empowered and secured
by the US-led allied forces rather than by
people of Afghanistan.
Then in 2014, NATO officially ended
its combat mission in Afghanistan. US-led

NATO troops remained in Afghanistan to
train and advise Afghan forces. The Afghan National Army (ANA) started getting
trained by the allied troops. Ironically, India extended its services to train Afghan
forces in the name of defence cooperation
between Afghanistan and India. Indeed it
brought a good opportunity for India to
further enhance its influence in Afghanistan to increase its pressure on arch rival
Pakistan. Pakistan was already successfully engaged by India on its western front
through proxies like BLA and TTP. Pakistan
time and again raised the issue but less
than a little heed was being paid to its concerns.
Importantly, approximately 40% of
the ANA officers were trained in Indian
war academies. When Taliban entered Kabul, 80 of ANA officers were still getting
trained in India. One might wonder, is it India that played a key role in bringing back
the Taliban in Kabul, as the military tactics
displayed by the Indian trained ANA officers suggest that all they learnt from India
was how to sell their arms and gears to Taliban, drop the weapons and escape.
Interestingly, Obama, in 2015, did
abandon the plan to withdraw US forces by
the end of his presidential term and decided to maintain 5,500 troops in Afghanistan
when he left the office in 2017.
Though Trump initially committed
himself to continued military involvement
to prevent emergence of terrorism but in

the start of 2019, US and Taliban eventually
signed a peace deal that would serve as the
proposed terms for the US withdrawal from
the country by May 2021. Another interesting fact is that the spoilers have been at job
ever since the peace process was initiated.
Indian premier intelligence agency RA&W
alongside the Afghan NDS were actively
trying to sabotage the efforts. The sabotage
included attacks on American troops and
international aid workers to blame on Taliban. For some time, the spoilers did gain
Trump’s attention who called off the peace
talks only to resume later on and further
reduce the troops in Afghanistan.
Post Trump, the US presidential office maintained the number of troops kept
by Trump. President Joe Biden, who once
was Obama’s Vice President, even set the
date for complete withdrawal by 9/11 of
this year. But, Taliban had plans in contrast to that of the US. Rather than waiting
for the withdrawal of the US, one by one,
Taliban started taking over the control of
major city. Alongside the territorial gains,
Taliban got hold of all important American
arms worth of billions of dollars.
July 2021 was the turning point in
this episode when US left Bagram Airfield
without giving a prior notice to the freshly appointed base commander. Meanwhile
US kept on maintaining that ANA is fully equipped to counter Taliban takeover
as they outnumber the Taliban. But what
US was not aware of was the fact that already, ANA officers as well as soldiers were
switching sides along with their arms. Resultantly, the regime installed by the allies
collapsed and gave away Kabul to Taliban
without a fight on 15 August 2021.
Here, important to note are the
ground realities of Afghanistan. The Afghans as a nation has never accepted the
foreign direct or indirect rule. It is rightfully said about Afghanistan that ‘you can rent

Afghanistan, but you can’t buy it’, but in
today’s scenario, ‘no one can afford buying
Afghanistan’ is the right phrase.
Three American presidents tried to
tame Afghanistan but the efforts were in
vain. America spent billions of dollars in
Afghanistan every year to sustain its favourite setup but it went to waste. The Afghan
National Army was raised from scratch and
constantly injected with power boosters of
latest arms but it could not deliver as expected. An important fact that Americans

American presence in the region. China
wants its economic endeavours to come
true by securing its plans in the region
and Russia wants its political influence
over Central Asian Republics get further
deepen.
In the midst of all the giants playing
their parts in Afghanistan, all Pakistan
wants is to have a long lasting secure Western front. To ensure that, Pakistan wants
to have the economic security of Afghanistan in place. Taliban are the only group

started figuring out that the money they
are investing on the Ghani regime is ending up in Middle Eastern and European
banks. The never ending list of corruption
was part and parcel of the regime.
One must not neglect the China-Russia factor in the region. Both have a history of anti-US stance. The role of both in
Afghanistan is significant for bringing the
peace deal on the table. Stating that both
facilitated the deal ‘for Taliban’ in Afghanistan would definitely be an appropriate statement. After all, both did not like

amongst others that can be acceptable to
the majority of the rural Afghanistan. Only
rural security can ensure the urban wellbeing. This is why, Pakistan wants Afghanistan to be connected to CPEC as it will not
only benefit Pakistan but Afghanistan as
well. Importantly, connecting CPEC to the
CARs through Afghanistan would be a win
win scenario for all. The world must understand that an economically stable Afghanistan under the rule of Taliban is the
only viable solution to the regional as well
as global insecurities.
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Terrorism in Pakistan not
Dying Down
he upsurge in acts of terror in
Waziristan and interior Baluchistan is not declining in spite of a
radically changed environment
in Afghanistan and installation of a fence
along the western border. The recurring
incidents have caused casualties to the
security forces. On Aug 18, N/Sub Sonay
Zia was martyred in South Waziristan
(SW); on Aug 22, Capt Kashif embraced
martyrdom after his jeep was hit by an
IED; on Aug 27, one terrorist was killed
in North Waziristan (NW); same day, one
NCO was martyred in Lower Dir; on Aug
31, a Sepoy was martyred in Bajaur by
terrorists firing from across the border;
on Sept 07, two soldiers were martyred
in IED explosion; on Sept 11, one terrorist was killed and 11 arrested in NW; on
Aug 14, two terrorists were killed in NW.
In less than ten days four intelligence-based operations were launched
in SW and NW districts. These undesirable activities have taken place from
across the border despite assurances
given by the Afghan Taliban that Afghan
soil will not be allowed for cross border
terrorism. Some ways will have to be devised to avoid casualties of own security
forces and to curtail attrition rate.
Preventive measures by the ISAF
The US during its occupation of
Afghanistan had taken steps to minimize casualties of ISAF troops. These

included discontinuation of boots on
ground strategy, introduction of pilotless drones, keeping engaged in peace
talks with the Taliban and finally inking
the Doha agreement on Feb 29, 2020 by
virtue of which the Taliban refrained
from striking foreign troops. The occupiers made maximum use of airpower
and drones and avoided ground operations, thus saving lives of combatants.
While the US commanders succeeded in
minimizing war casualties, they failed to
defeat their foes and had to pack up and
return home.
Pakistan’s counter terrorism
In our case, security forces deployed in combat zones since 2003 have
launched umpteen number of ground
operations whenever actionable intelligence was received. The cordon,
search and destroy operations exposed
the troops to extreme danger from the
faceless enemy hidden within the local
population or in high mountains. Paid
terrorists had the advantage of safe exit
routes into Afghanistan. In the face-toface firefight, the militants invariably
chose their sites judiciously, providing
them a good field of observation and a
safe exit route. The security forces rushing towards the hideout pointed out by
locals or intelligence agencies often got
ambushed or their convoy got hit by
IEDs planted along the roadside.

There was a time when the phenomenon of sudden night attacks by
hundreds of militants encircling the
isolated outposts was common. In
some cases the surrounded posts didn’t
receive reinforcement or air support
and often ran out of ammunition. Isolated check posts along the main roads
were also vulnerable to attacks. Over
a period of time, drills and SOPs were
perfected to deal with sudden attacks,
ambushes, suicide attacks and IEDs.
What is upsetting is that after having broken the back of terrorism and
eliminating their safe havens and command structure, the terrorists based
in Afghanistan are still drawing blood.
In most clashes the ratio of deaths and
injuries on both sides is almost equal
and in some cases the terrorists have
an upper hand. Current firefights are
taking place in deeper hilly areas of
Waziristan or the treacherous mountains of interior Baluchistan where the
terrorists have an advantage of fighting
from vantage points.
Bitter Realities
We have to take into account certain bitter realities due to which terrorism is not dying down. These are
penned hereunder:The people of former FATA were
highly patriotic and had taken upon
themselves to defend the western
border. The CIA and FBI were allowed
to establish outposts in FATA to net
Al-Qaeda operatives, but they availed
the opportunity to create space for the
anti-Pakistan
Tehreek-Taliban-Pakistan (TTP).
The TTP, Lashkar-Islam, and half a

dozen Baloch rebel groups were sponsored by CIA, RAW, NDS. After the incapacitation of these groups by the Pak
security forces in 2009-11 and again in
2014-16, these fractured groups were
rejuvenated and regrouped by the
sponsors and are still being funded.
Although the Tehreek-Taliban-Afghanistan (TTA) and TTP had different
agendas during the 20-year war, both
being blood relatives and pursuing
similar Islamic ideology, they are natural allies and not adversaries. Both had
fought the Soviets jointly and people of
FATA had welcomed the Afghan Taliban after they were ousted from power
in 2001.
While Pakistan had facilitated the
capture of Afghanistan by the western
forces in 2001, it became part of the US
coalition to fight terrorism, took part in
war on terror as the frontline state, and
provided Shamsi base to CIA for drone
attacks inside FATA, and two supply

routes to NATO forces throughout the
war. The tribesmen of FATA revolted
only when Pakistan at the behest of
the US sent regular troops to SW in violation of the 1948 agreement. Large
number of military operations and
drone war destroyed FATA and embittered the people.
Drone attack on a religious seminary at Damodala (Bajaur) in Oct 2006
killing 80 teenaged students, incorrectly owed by Pakistan, followed by
botched up operation against Lal Masjid in Islamabad in Jul 2007 triggered
suicide attacks in urban centres.
Peace deals brokered with the
TTP leaders were sabotaged by the US.
While the Afghan Taliban didn’t
target Pakistan, they looked the other
way to the cross border terrorism of
TTP launched from Kunar, Nuristan,
Nangarhar, Paktia and Khost. All
these areas were under the control of
the former.
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Afghan refugee camps in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan
have become safe havens for the
terrorists and a big security hazard.
It was after the ghastly attack
on a school in Peshawar on Dec
16, 2014 which impelled the policy makers to frame a comprehensive 20-point national action plan
(NAP) and establish NACTA for the
first time to deal with the menace
of terrorism which by then had become an existential threat. Military
courts were established to carry
out speedy trials of the terrorists.
85% rural and urban terrorism died down; the rest didn’t since
all the terrorist groups from Swat,
Bajaur, Mohmand, SW and NW fled
to Afghanistan where they were
provided safe havens and requisite
facilities to regroup and renew acts
of terrorism in Pakistan.
Sleeping cells, facilitators
and handlers remained operative
in major cities for whom countrywide Operation Raddul Fasaad
was launched in 2017. Absconding
MQM leaders and rebellious Baloch
Sardars were given refuge in the
western capitals and patronized.
Prongs of military-civil administration-judiciary required to stay
in step to achieve tangible outcomes remained out of step. Resultantly, the whole burden of holding
on to the recaptured areas, providing security to the locals, managing
IDP camps and their resettlement,
developing war-ravaged tribal belt
and trial of hardened terrorists
came upon the military.
NAP has not been implemented in letter and spirit, NACTA has
become dysfunctional, since the
role of counterterrorism has been
assigned to intelligence agencies.
After recapturing power on
Aug 15 this year, the Taliban released the hardened terrorists of
TTP as well and have so far not put
restrictions upon them and have no
intention to hand them over to Pakistan.
The Taliban want Pakistan to
emulate their example of forgiving the foes and have conveyed
to Islamabad to pardon the fugitive TTP members. It is probably
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in this context that President Alvi
and Foreign Minister Qureshi have
hinted at granting general amnesty
to them in case they agree to surrender, quit terrorism and their
Islamic ideals of converting FATA
into Islamic Emirate and join the
mainstream.
Issues at hand
It is still to be seen whether
the Taliban regime under Haibatullah Akhundzada which took oath
on Sept 11 will fulfil their pledge to
rein in the TTP.
What if terrorism from Afghan
soil continue unabated and what
will be the options for Pakistan?
The TTP backed by the Afghan
Taliban would be
the most dangerous hypothesis for
Pakistan.
The idea of
granting
general amnesty to the
TTP members is
a touchy subject
since the families
of victims of TTP
terrorism may not
accept this magnanimity of the
ruling regime. It
is also to be seen
whether the TTP
accepts Pakistan’s
demand of giving
up terrorism and
pledging loyalty
to the state.

There are some hawkish elements within the ruling cabal in
Kabul which want to settle scores
with Pakistan for its betrayals.
Given the economic crunch and
financial and food crises, would the
Taliban live up to the expectations
of the international community and
succeed in restoring semblance of
order and much needed stability
through better governance?
Stability in Afghanistan will
depend a lot upon the attitude of
the USA, which unlike the Taliban
has not forgiven the Taliban and is
recoiling to take revenge for its humiliation.Changed coercive tactics
of the US

After its narrative of chaos,
bloodshed, civil war and refugee exodus backfired since nothing of the
sort happened in the areas captured
by the Taliban in May-July 2021, and
after they took control of Kabul on August 15, emphasis of the US shifted to
the formation of a broad-based inclusive government, human and women
rights and threat of Daesh-Kurdistan
(K).
Failing to defeat and subdue the
Taliban on the battlefield, the US and
its allies are now exerting economic
pressure on the fledgling regime in
Kabul faced with financial and food
crises. War of economics has been
launched.
Before departing, vast military
equipment in the largest Bagram
airbase was destroyed, Kabul airport which remained in the control
of the US Marines till Aug 31 was
made non-operational. Afghanistan’s
$ 9.5 billion in the US banks was frozen, foreign exchange reserves in the
central bank in Kabul stolen, and the
flow of IMF and World Bank funds
suspended.
A malicious propaganda campaign has been unleashed to debase
the Taliban. Fake stories of rapes,
killings and women rights violations
are in circulation with a view to undermine the humanitarian program
of the Taliban. The world is being fed
with the idea that there is no change

in the new Taliban and they are as
ruthless and irreconcilable as the old
Taliban of the 1990s.
Drama of Kabul airport was enacted to create mayhem in Kabul and
to show to the world that the Afghans
hated uncivilized Taliban. Five Afghans died trying to board the flight.
A suicide bomber of Daesh-K
was used to bomb Kabul airport on
Aug 25, which took lives of 175 Afghans and 13 US Marines. It provided an excuse to the US to drone two
so-called havens of terrorists on Aug
26 and 29 in which innocent civilians
died.
The CIA-RAW created Daesh-K
has been activated and it has started
its terror activities in various cities of
Afghanistan.
After propagating that
Pak Army troops had militarily supported the Taliban
offensive, Panjshir has now
been made into an issue.
The last stronghold which
the Indo-US joined by Tajikistan wanted to exploit was
seized by the Taliban on
Sept 6. Indo-western media
joined by Iran is wrongly
blaming Pakistan Army and
air force for helping the Taliban in capturing Panjshir.
So-called war in Panjshir is
being fought in the media
only.
The Afghan interim
set-up is Taliban heavy with
two portfolios given to a
Tajik and an Uzbek, both

affiliated with the Taliban. It is unacceptable to the US. Although more
Tajiks and Uzbeks along with the
Hazaras are likely to be inducted for
which Pakistan has promised to make
an effort, it will not please the US and
India. They want people like Hamid
Karzai, Dr. Abdullah, Rashid Dostum,
Amrullah Saleh and Ahmed Masoud
to be given prized appointments.
Recognition of the new regime
in Kabul and assistance by the international community has been made
conditional to acceptance of the US
demands.
Conclusion
Terrorism in Af-Pak region will
not die down as long as the terrorists
receive funds and weapons from intelligence agencies of war mongering
countries. Both Afghanistan under
the Taliban and Pakistan are likely to
remain in the grip of pulls and pressures of Indo-western machinations.
Hosting and chairing of a security conference of intelligence chiefs
of seven regional countries (Russia,
China, Iran, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan) by the
DG ISI Lt Gen Faiz Hamid on Sept 11
to take stock of the evolving security
threats due to fluid situation in Afghanistan and to take collective measures to counter the emerging threats
was thoughtful and a very wise initiative.
Space for the spoilers of peace
must be shrunk and expanded for
the peacemakers by the immediate
neighbors of Afghanistan and the regional countries.
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THERE ARE
MARITIME
AREAS THAT
ARE YET TO BE
DELIMITED;
SOME OF THEM
DIRECTLY
CONCERN
TURKEY
SUCH AS THE
DELIMITATIONS
BETWEEN
TURKEY, ON THE
ONE HAND, AND
GREECE, THE
GASC, SYRIA,
EGYPT, AND
PALESTINE, ON
THE OTHER
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Will Turkey Delimitate Its
Maritime Borders with
Egypt and Palestine?

he Eastern Mediterranean is a relatively narrow strip in the Mediterranean Sea surrounded by the
coasts of ten different states, making coastal relations between these countries a technically complex issue. In addition, the area contains islands including
the island of Cyprus and numerous Greek
islands, which further complicate the maritime delimitation.
Such technical matters, however, do
not represent the whole picture. There are
fierce political confrontations in the Eastern Mediterranean such as the well-known
Palestine issue, the Cyprus issue, as well
as the uneasy political relations between
Greece and Turkey, Egypt and Turkey, Syria
and Turkey, Israel and Syria, and Israel and
Lebanon.
All these difficulties make maritime
delimitation quite complicated. Although
some maritime delimitation agreements
have been signed to date – such as the
Greek Administration of Southern Cyprus
[GASC]-Egypt Agreement of February
17, 2003; the GASC-Lebanon Agreement
of January 17, 2007; the GASC-Israel
Agreement of December 17, 2010; the
Turkey-Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] Agreement of September 21,
2011; the Turkey-Libya Agreement of November 27, 2019; and the Greece-Egypt
Agreement of August 6, 2020 – there are
many matters yet to be settled.
Firstly, all these agreements have
been objected to by one or more of the
other concerned regional states making

the agreements another source of friction.
Secondly, there are maritime areas that are
yet to be delimited; some of them directly
concern Turkey such as the delimitations
between Turkey, on the one hand, and
Greece, the GASC, Syria, Egypt, and Palestine, on the other.
The Legal and Political Challenges
of a Delimitation Agreement between
Turkey and Egypt
Legally, Turkey and Egypt have opposite coasts in the Eastern Mediterranean, which do not involve complicating
geographical features such as islands. Establishing maritime borders seems a relatively straightforward matter between the
two countries. However, there are legal and
political elements that adversely affect this
process.Egypt has so far established delimitati
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on agreements with the GASC and
Greece, which Turkey objected to on
the premise that they are “violating the
continental shelf areas of Turkey in the
region.” Turkey considers some parts
of the maritime borders established by
Egypt as partially infringing the Turkish
continental shelf areas.
The elimination of the friction necessitates essentially the revision of these
delimitation agreements in accordance

with Turkey’s expectations. Despite the
difficulty involved in such a revision,
Turkey still considers the delimitation
negotiation with Egypt beneficial.
It should be noted that the only way
to establish internationally valid maritime borders is by signing international
delimitation agreements – not via unilateral declarations. Turkey, therefore,
sees some benefits in establishing legally valid maritime borders with Egypt.
Moreover, this would contribute to the
improvement of the cooperation between the two countries in the related
energy fields.
In light of the existing circumstances, there actually seems to be a great
prospect for such a development. The
Egyptian side has mostly complained
about the Turkish attitudes or rhetoric
towards the Abdel Fattah el-Sisi government. This issue, however, could be
resolved relatively easily by the adaptation of a new mutual discourse.
It should be emphasized that Egypt
has so far preferred to proceed with the
GASC and Greece when it comes to maritime arrangements despite Turkey’s
continuous objections. There is, therefore, a possibility of Egypt not proceeding with Turkey so as to revise the existing agreements simply because it may
not want to sacrifice the established
relations with Greece and the GASC.

Egypt still seems sensitive about
its relations with Greece and the GASC
while handling the process with Turkey. When noting that the relations between Egypt and Turkey would improve
steadily, the Egyptian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shukry also pointed to the fact
that it will not be easy. Therefore, it is
not appropriate to expect that Egypt
will unconditionally support Turkey’s
all desired moves in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Moreover, the historic rivalry or
political competition between Turkey
and Egypt over the Middle East will not
disappear anytime soon. As a result, the
improvement in the existing relations
may take more time than expected.
Legal and Political Challenges to a
Border Agreement with Palestine
Some argue that Turkey may establish a maritime border with Palestine as the coastal projections of the
two countries overlap, which according
to the international jurisprudence on
maritime delimitation is the necessary
legal element for two states to sign a
maritime delimitation agreement.
Though technically possible, there
are some legal and mostly political impediments to this proposal. As the potential delimitation will be based on
the coasts of the Gaza Strip, the political division inside the state of Palestine
creates the issue of who the “legitimate
legal authority” is to sign such an agreement with Turkey.
Politically, the issue is even more
complicated. The Palestinian Authority
government has so far followed a policy which is closer to the Egypt-Greece
forum on the Eastern Mediterranean
maritime issues. Palestine is a member
of EastMed Gas Forum along with the
GASC, Egypt, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, and Jordan. It would be immature to
expect that
the
Abbas
administration would
sign a maritime delimitation agreement with
Turkey
at
the expense
of negatively impacting
its relations
with
the
above countries.
A similar attitude
may be ex-

pected from Israel. Although the relations between Turkey and Israel are
currently at an improvement stage
– President Erdoğan congratulated
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and the
two heads of state held a phone call
recently – there are no appropriate
circumstances for Israel to support a
possible Turkey-Palestine delimitation
agreement. Israel is in a process of an
accelerated application of the EastMed
Energy Project to deliver its natural gas
to Europe through an EastMed pipeline.
Israel, Greece, and the GASC have
already signed a deal on January 2,
2020, to build a 1,900 km long subsea
pipeline to carry natural gas from the
Eastern Mediterranean’s rapidly developing gas fields to Europe. Moreover,
Israel already ratified the agreement
in July 2020. Therefore, one can expect that Israel would prefer to avert
any possible delimitation agreement
between Turkey and Palestine, which
would further complicate the exiting
issues.
Since the maritime area to be delimited by a possible Turkey-Palestine
agreement has already been delimited
through the Egypt-the GASC Delimitation Agreement of 2003, it is inevitable
that Egypt may also oppose such a delimitation agreement.
Considering the above legal and
political complications that emerge
from both the Palestinian internal rift
and the well-known positions of two
closely related States, namely Israel and Egypt, a possible delimitation
agreement between Turkey and Palestine seems not to be an easy one to conclude. The fact that such a delimitation
agreement is legally appropriate does
not therefore make it politically prospective in the near future.
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IT DOES NOT
MATTER IF A
GROUP WON
THE COUNTRY’S
INDEPENDENCE
THROUGH ARMS
OR THROUGH
DIALOGUE WHAT MATTERS
AT THE END
OF THE DAY
IS MEETING
PEOPLE’S
INCREASING
NEEDS
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Liberation Legitimacy:
How Far Does It Count?
iberation legitimacy occurs
when a group that is fighting
a liberation war in the context
of foreign domination enjoys
the feeling of the support of the masses and attains international legitimacy
to fight the war. This feeling of being
legitimate often remains as the only
force on the ground in the context of
foreign domination, occupation, or
colonization.
Liberation legitimacy derives its validity from the self-perception of nonstate actors fighting a liberation war,
the continuation of the foreign occupation, and the relevant international
laws that provide that people under
occupation have the right to self-determination. This argument, from the
point of view of non-state actors and
international law, appears to conform
to the existence of occupying foreign
forces occupying another nation. But
the question is, what happens if these
forces leave?
In some examples, non-state actors
have engaged in civil wars as a result of the emergence of other forces
that adopted different views on how
to deal with the foreign presence on
their soil. This includes Algeria, Palestine, Angola, Lebanon, Afghanistan,
and Vietnam, among others. A major
justification for the use of force by

dominant non-state actors is the legacy of fighting foreign forces which
very often provides them with a valid
legitimacy. This legitimacy ends when
the presence of foreign forces ceases;
however, some self-described liberation groups behave as if it lasts even
after the foreign forces have left.
Some liberation movements (nonstate actors) in many parts of the
world, be it in Algeria, Zimbabwe,
Mali, and Ghana, have (mis)used liberation legitimacy even after the foreign
occupation ended. This has created a
dilemma for these self-described liberation groups as in the transition to
democracy many of them have leaned
on their entitlement to rule which derives from what they view as their liberation legacy.
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Some non-state actors, such as
the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) in Palestine and the National
Liberation Front (NLF) in Algeria, act
as if this legitimacy is stronger than
electoral boxes. Voters, who might be
the same base that gave support to
liberation groups during wars of independence,
might vote
for another group or
individuals
who didn’t
emerge out
of
liberation groups.
In
many
instances
such as the
NLF in Algeria, voting
a liberation
group out of
government
results
in
the army’s
opposition
to such unfavorable
electoral
results and its intervention which impacts the country for years to come.
In other cases, the leaders of the liberation war stay in power indefinitely,
claiming a liberation legitimacy and
legacy.
An example of a leader who stayed
in power by utilizing liberation legitimacy is Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe,
the leader of the liberation war, who
stayed in power for 30 years despite
becoming very ill towards the end of his
life. Although Mugabe adopted reforms
that defended the rights of his people
to better access to education, healthcare, and land, his last years in power
saw the deterioration of his country’s
economy to record levels. Claiming
his right to rule as a result of fighting
a liberation war, he even appointed his
wife as his deputy. Mugabe was forced
out only after the army intervened and
pressured him to resign in 2017.
Although there are examples
where liberation groups cling to power claiming their liberation legitimacy
and legacy, there are other examples
where liberation groups establish democratically elected governments. A well-

known example is the government of
South Africa, which despite accusations
of corruption, still runs as a functioning
democracy. It was the struggle of the African National Congress (ANC) that led
South Africa to end the rule of a white
minority and state apartheid.
This culminated in the election

of Nelson Mandela as the first black
president of the country in 1994. Today, however, the government of South
Africa faces mounting challenges and a
legitimacy crisis due to accusations of
mismanagement and corruption.
Sinn Féin’s transition to governance has also created divisions among
the Irish people with some viewing the
Good Friday Agreement of 1998 as a
positive step and others as a setback.
Another example where national liberation groups have succeeded in
moving to governance is Sinn Féin in
North Ireland, where the political group
is now part of the country’s political
system. The transition of Sinn Féin to
governance and its acceptance of a political settlement came at a high cost
as it followed a wave of violence for attaining independence from Britain. Sinn
Féin’s transition to governance has also
created divisions among the Irish people with some viewing the Good Friday
Agreement of 1998 as a positive step
and others as a setback.
In many cases, liberation movements fail at government because they
lack the understanding of the dynam-

ics of governance which are different
than waging a liberation war and taking
arms. Fighters waging a liberation war
tend to have a different understanding
and working mechanisms than those involved in government.
Viewing decision-making in absolute terms does not help people on the
ground. For this reason, many
liberation groups, whose expertise is limited to armed struggle, fail to present solutions to
the struggles of people on the
ground.
The claim to liberation
legitimacy creates a dilemma
for liberation groups in government; they sometimes act
against the will of their people
although they were meant to
exist to defend this very same
will. Liberation groups need to
establish bodies and mechanisms that can ensure a smooth
transition to providing good
governance after the end of liberation wars.
Once a liberation war is
over, it is the electoral box that
gives a government its legitimacy. Once liberation groups
refrain from respecting the will of the
people under the claim of enjoying an
absolute liberation legacy, they lose the
people’s respect.
The last phase of liberation should
always be moving to good and democratic governance. Nelson Mandela, the
charismatic leader of South Africa, has
set a good example by running for president only once. Refusing to let go of
power based on claims of liberation legacy does not sell. What sells for the ordinary people on the ground is providing
them with solutions to their problems
especially in a post-liberation phase,
where transition to government faces
many structural challenges.
It does not matter if a group won
the country’s independence through
arms or through dialogue – what matters at the end of the day is meeting
people’s increasing needs. It is up to liberation groups to present people with
leaders who can win elections. Once a
group is unable to do so, by no means
should it use its liberation legacy as an
excuse to continue being in power in
opposition to the will of the nation’s
people.
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UNFORTUNATELY,
I AM PESSIMISTIC
AS I WATCH THE
EVENTS UNFOLD
IN TUNISIA.
WITH REGRET,
I FEEL THAT
THE CHANCES
OF THE COUP
SUCCEEDING ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY
GREATER THAN IT
FAILING
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Understanding the
Tunisian Coup: Actors and
Implications

et me be clear from the beginning:
what happened in Tunisia on July
25, 2021 is a coup against the constitution. There is no doubt about
it and no argument.
As for the decision of the coup, it was
not taken in haste on the Sunday before
last nor was it a reaction to the widespread
protests taking place that day. There is no
doubt that Kais Saied has been planning
this coup from at least the beginning of
this year, which means that he had already
consulted with the army leadership and secured the necessary support before taking
these drastic measures.
There is no direct material evidence
that there is any foreign involvement in
Saied’s decision to embark on this coup.
However, there is an important question
to be asked: Kais Saied is over sixty years
of age, a university lecturer, and was able
to win the presidential elections. Is it reasonable to believe that he would suspend
the parliament and move to monopolize all
of the state’s power in his hands without
having coordinated in advance with foreign powers such as the French president
to secure international support, and then
with Saudi Arabia and the UAE to secure
the necessary financial support to cement
his coup?
Moreover, there is much to be gleaned
from the international response to the coup.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s first
public words on the coup were, “I had a
good call with President Kais Saied.”
These words indicate that the U.S.

administration will not seriously obstruct
Saied’s plans to change the political course
in Tunisia. The Americans are not interested much in competing with France for influence in Tunisia, and have far more important issues such as Afghanistan, Iraq, China,
Russia, and COVID-19.
The social and economic situation in
Tunisia has deteriorated significantly since
2011.
Yet it cannot be denied that there is
significant popular support for Saied’s decisions. The social and economic situation in
Tunisia has deteriorated significantly since
2011. Over the course of the past two years,
the newly elected parliament, and the two
governments which were bestowed with its
vote of confidence, have resoundingly failed
to improve the lives of ordinary citizens –
just as the previous governments before
it. The situation has been compounded by
the COVID-19 pandemic that has ripped
through the country with devastating impact.
The harsh living and social conditions,
which have only become worse since 2011,
have made many Tunisians today indifferent towards democracy and its institutions,
and deeply resentful of the parliament that
symbolizes it.
The image of the parliament in the
eyes of the Tunisians has also been badly tarnished in recent times by the never-ending public bickering between the
elected deputies of both Abir Moussi’s
Free Destourian Party and Al Kamara Alliance.
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The chaos and mayhem caused
by these public spats on the parliament floor that have been regularly
broadcast on national television, and
the inability of the speaker of parliament to impose order have contributed significantly to the popular opinion that the parliament as it is today is
an ineffective institution and obstacle
to delivering the solutions Tunisians
need.
Naturally, this has exacerbated already existing frustrations that
were on full display on July 25
as people took
to the streets,
and inevitably
facilitated the
environment
in which Kais
Saied has been
able to embark
on his coup.
P re s i d e n t
Kais
Saied’s
coup
against
the constitution
has, of course,
significant effects at home, as well as in Tunisia’s
regional surroundings, particularly
with regards to neighboring Libya.
Among the countries that supported
Saied’s measures immediately after
they were announced, are two countries that have great interests in Libya, which outweigh their interests in
Tunisia – namely, Egypt and the UAE.
President Kais Saied’s coup
against the constitution has significant effects at home as well as in Libya.
The leaders of both countries fully understand that Tunisia is a lifeline
for the Tripoli government, and that if
a regime closer to them is established
in Tunis, and they have a tangible
influence on it, it will be possible to
tighten the noose around the Tripoli government in coordination with
their ally Haftar who is ever-present
in the east.
Two years ago, Khalifa Haftar
was about to enter Tripoli victorious,
after he had besieged it with the support of Egypt and the UAE. But, Turkish support and an open border with
Tunisia, where the Ennahda movement has enjoyed an advanced political position, saved Tripoli and its rulers from defeat.
But now that Ennahda has been
removed from power with the coup
of Saied, Egypt and the UAE may hope

that what they failed to accomplish in
2019 can now be achieved in coordination with a friendly regime in Tunisia, and with more support for their
ambitious Libyan ally, General Hafter.
Of course, the governments of Egypt
and the UAE also have a strong alliance
with France, with whom they share
mutual interests and cooperation on
regional issues, and in particular Libya: oil for France; the employment of
Egyptian workers and the granting of
construction contracts to Egyptian

companies for the el-Sisi regime; and
uprooting the Muslim Brotherhood
movement and ending its presence in
Libya for the UAE (which Egypt and
France also want to see).
It is very clear, then, that the
Tunisian coup has a strong relationship with the Libyan issue. This naturally leads us to consider Algeria,
Tunisia’s most important neighbor,
and how it will react to the Tunisian
coup and its repercussions in the region. There are no official Algerian
statements that can be relied on to
know the actual mood among Algerian policymakers. However, there
was a call between the Tunisian and
Algerian presidents on July 26 and a
visit by the Algerian foreign minister
to Tunisia the next day, during which
he met with Saied.
Algerian comments on social
media and press leaks indicate that
Algeria will not accept the control of
Tunisian foreign policy by Egypt and
the UAE – a control that would seek
to facilitate Haftar’s bid to gain control of all of Libya’s regions. Algeria
views Haftar as an opponent, and he,
in turn, reciprocates this stance. Algeria also sees the UAE as an antagonist in the region. Abu Dhabi has established a consulate in the disputed
Western Sahara, much to the chagrin
of Algiers. Coupled with the normal-

ization of ties with Israel, the intention of the UAE to flex against Algeria
by drawing on international support
in favor of Morocco is clear.
On this basis, Algeria may put
pressure on Saied not to dissolve parliament and not to overextend the
period afforded to him to wield emergency powers in order to preserve the
position of the Ennahda movement
in the Tunisian political scene, and
thereby to ensure there is a check on
the governments of Egypt and the UAE
that prevents them
from exercising influence on the foreign
policy of Tunisia.
These are my
preliminary notes on
the coup that took
place in Tunisia on
July 25, 2021. There
is not an iota of doubt
in my mind that it is a
coup and a violation
of the constitution.
Chapter 80, on which
Kais Saied relied,
clearly prevents him
from dissolving the
parliament, suspending it, and dissolving the government – Saied has
done all this and more.
I personally have expressed extensive criticism of the last government and of Ennahda’s policies. When
the Popular Petition movement, which
I founded in 2011, came third in the
elections of 2011 with 28 seats (and
a resounding first place in the cradle
of the revolution that is Sidi Bouzid),
Ennahda refused any dialogue with
us, let alone any form of cooperation
to build a new Tunisia. When I came
fourth in the 2014 presidential elections and a resounding first once
more in the revolution’s birthplace of
Sidi Bouzid, I was ignored once more
in the new political system in which
Ennahda was a major party. My supporters, among them many of those
that sparked the revolution, are still
exceptionally bitter at Ennahda’s display of disdain.
Yet, despite this history of bitterness, I outright reject the coup of
Kais Saied from an ethical and principled standpoint. I believe that if it
succeeds, it will return Tunisia to the
club of Arab dictatorships.
Unfortunately, I am pessimistic
as I watch the events unfold. It is with
regret that I feel that the chances of
the coup succeeding are significantly
greater than it failing.
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AI and the Impact on
Future Warfare

he art of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) is demonstrated by machines
by mimicking human brain like
capabilities. This art makes the
machine efficient to perform
tasks at a speed which is potentially higher
than an average human. Such efficiencies
of AI have been incorporated in number of
spheres such as health, schools, banking,
automobiles, policing, security and defense.
Although AI is incorporated in civilian use,
militaries are equally benefitting from the
innovation of such algorithms. Incorporation of AI into the military affairs, especially
future warfare, has revolutionized how future warfare would take place.
We live in the 4th Industrial Revolution that is characterized by massive digital revolution and computerization of most
aspects of life. This has become a common
trend within countries from developed to
under developing. Although the developed
countries are advanced in the use of technology, however, the under developed countries are not behind. They have also hopped
on the band-wagon of industrial revolution
and computerization by introducing the
use of high-speed internet and computers.
The infiltration of internet and computer
can be gauged from the fact that 61% of the
world’s population is using internet as of
2021. Similar is the case with technological
revolution is military affairs. With this digitalization and computerization, militaries
around the world have also benefitted from
this advancement. They have incorporated
AI into their affair in manners discussed
subsequently.
Data Management: Before incorporation of AI into the military domain, the
incoming data from cyber, air, ground and
the seas were manually interpreted by the

receiver either in the cockpit, tank or control room. However, with incorporation of
AI such data, coming from multiple stream
could be combined, calculated, analyzed
and then transmitted to the receiver. In
future wars, this data will increase manifolds and manual analysis of such massive
data will be out of human capabilities, that
is where AI algorithms will play its role in
analyzing this data. This analysis will make
the receiver aware of a detailed analysis of
the enemy and advice which form of counter measures either kinetic or non-kinetic
suits best to neutralize the enemy. As future
wars will be executed quickly and speedy,
therefore, an analyzed data would allow
the receiver to make rapid decisions under
tough scenarios. This will increase the maneuvering capabilities against the complex
scenarios unleashed by enemy’s tactics.
It will be possible only when the human
training and machine upgrades are at similar level.
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Man-Machine Team: Additionally, AI will develop a man and machine
teaming that will improve the mission
success. AI efficient machines are also
said to be the soldier’s wing-man on the
battlefield. The scientific developments
in AI have been able to tether the human
brain with computer in a manner that
the computer can analyze human’s physical, psychological and behavioral state.
This would enable the AI-robot or computer systems to communication and
understand the human soldiers in future
warfare. This excellence of AI would be
able to allow human to task the AI-robot
or the computer system in a manner that
the workload and decision making on
the battleground is divided as per need
of the circumstances. Both man and machine working together will improve the
performance on the future battlefield
such that errors are eliminated, however, the aspect that has gather legal and
ethical is that what would be the correct
balance in division of responsibilities
between the man and machine.
Autonomous Robots: Technological advancements in AI have been able to
produce robots that could be either partially autonomous or fully autonomous.
The present warfare dynamics have partially autonomous robots such as drones
that would have autonomous take off,
landing and surveillance capabilities
such as used in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The future warfare dynamics, however,

could have fully autonomous robots that
would hold the features to identify, aim,
engage and neutralize the target without
the interference of man. This aspect has
raised ethical and legal concerns, as rules
of armed conflict does not mention the
engagements of robots in warfare. The
main concern raised is that who would
be held accountable for the killing; the
scientist who developed AI algorithms,
man behind the robot or the state. Unless this concern is addressed, interference of fully autonomous robots in the
battleground would remain restricted.
The autonomous robots are considered
important in situations where response
to an attack cannot be initiated by human and an automated response to engage and neutralize the attack would
be essential for survival, for instance, in
case of an intentional or unintentional
nuclear attack. The future battleground
would present such threats that need
novel and creative counter-measures.
Integrated Battlefield: In order to
tackle the intensity of such threats, the
future warfare will devise response in
multidomain with the help of AI. AI will
enable integrated battlefield by developing connection between all the forces
present in the air, cyber, on the ground
and seas. This integrated battlefield
would allow the response to an attack in
one domain through an attack in the other domain. For instance, a response to
an aerial missile strike could be through

cyber domain or through a naval ship.
This would be possible due to linkage
between sensors through AI which will
assess and analyze incoming data from
all forces in order to recommend appropriate response. This data could be
coming from a solider on the ground to
anyone in the seas. This advancement in
AI would enable a revolutionary modernization of warfighting capabilities as
it would allow collaboration of all the
tools of war. However, the aspect of integrated battlefield that is still a challenge
in its implementation is how to devise a
leadership that can effectively manage
the integrated battlefield.
The integration of AI would be an
effective force multiplier in the battlefields of future. It would assist the soldiers in completing mission and ease the
planning for the leadership. Nonetheless, this will elevate the level of threats
and challenges manifolds. Some forms of
AI would pose grave challenges than others. These challenges would formulate
a dense network of threats. Moreover,
the character of warfare would become
more lethal as the line between threats
and attacks would be blurred. According to Brookings institute, AI will take
central and an important role in warfare
by 2040. The degree of conflicts of this
timeframe would be highly escalatory
if laws and regulations are not made in
time to tame the impact of AI on future
warfare.
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Rightsizing Pak-US ties
ith the resurgence of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan,
the regional landscape that has
dominated the last two decades
of US-Pakistan relations shifting significantly. The Biden administration’s focus
on competition with China and increasing
climate concerns, coupled with the Pakistani government’s desire to shift focus
to geo-economic ties with the US offer
potential new parameters for the bilateral ties. In retrospect, Pakistan and the
US have been allies since the 1950s and
the relationship has gone through many
twists and turns, President Eisenhower once famously described Pakistan as
America’s most allied ally in Asia. Ever
since 9/11 Pak-US bilateral ties that whirl
around Afghanistan and unfolding situation with the subtleness in the conflict
has defined the content, tone, and context. Therefore, the future relationship
cannot be predicted without first looking
at the background in which Afghanistan’s
situation has evolved and the capacity of
both countries to do it right to bring the
Afghanistan conflict to a mutually satisfactory conclusion. Since Afghanistan is
the primary and principal preoccupation
and Washington and Islamabad need to
continue bilateral cooperation as there is
an opportunity to reframe relations more
realistically. At this critical juncture, beyond the Afghanistan war and peace process, there are a host of critical issues that

will shape the contours of the relationship in the years ahead, ranging from the
US-China competition to strategic stability in South Asia to bilateral cooperation.
So far engagement remains on the cautious side; Pakistan has stopped responding to the US carrot and stick tactics. It
now seeks strengthened ties rooted in
geo-economics. President Joe Biden still
has not somewhat enigmatically interacted with Prime Minister Khan. But the US
Pakistan engagement continues, mainly
in Afghanistan. Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi have spoken multiple
times Central Intelligence Agency Director Bill Burns visited Pakistan. Chief of
Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa
has received multiple calls from officials
in Washington, including from Secretary
of Defense Lloyd Austin. The countries’
national security advisors have met twice
in person, and the ISI chief visited Washington. From Pakistan’s perspective, it
has indicated repeatedly that it wants the
relationship to be defined more broadly
than concerning Afghanistan — especially based on “geo-economics,” its favored
current catch-all for trade, investment,
and connectivity — and has insisted that
it does not want failures in Afghanistan
to be blamed on Pakistan, The Biden
administration has focused its foreign
policy on countering China’s influence
worldwide.
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For its part, Pakistan has a longstanding strategic relationship with its
northeastern neighbor, and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has
only deepened those ties. But, for Islamabad, great power competition is not a
zero-sum game. The US should continue
its engagement with Pakistan for certain
reasons: the less that Washington engages with Pakistan, the more disconnected
it will be from the region, and the weaker its influence will be on the situation’s
outcome. Any space that the US cedes,
whether in its relationship with Pakistan,
will be filled chiefly by China, and to some
extent Iran and Russia. Furthermore, Pakistan is the world’s only Muslim-majority country with nuclear weapons and it
borders China, India, Iran, and Afghanistan all significant for the US policy in
different ways Pakistan straddles South
Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East
even after withdrawal from Afghanistan
those factors would continue to make
Pakistan important for US policymakers
so at a time when US policy discourses
heavily centered on the indo-pacific it
would be useful to examine what might
be some key areas of collaboration and
divergence in the US Pakistan relations.
It is pertinent to mention that, Pakistan
has been supportive of the US approach
in Afghanistan and has played an important role in fulfilling its military efforts in Afghanistan through the lines of
communication and its counterterrorism
operations which were closely working
together in Pakistan. The US will need to
continue to have cross-cutting relationships even as it develops its partnership
with India, least for the sake of strategic
stability as it
played an important role in
crisis management between
India and Pakistan and such
policy imperatives should
continue as the
relationship
should probably head over
time. Pakistan
currently foresees bilateral
ties
beyond
then a security
prism as policymakers are
putting
secondary emphasis on security
and encounter

terrorism aspects whilst the primary focus is on economic, commercial, and people-to-people linkages.
For the past two decades, the ties
between two states were driven through
security exigencies this is an area that
has not been developed over time. And in
some ways, Pakistan has fundamentals in
terms of economics that make it attractive for American companies should want
to invest. Another point, Pakistan and the
US must continue their diplomatic engagement with “Troika Plus” for the rehabilitation and economic prosperity of
Afghanistan because the other Two member states; Russia China are key actors
that would play a decisive role in defining
regional security, economic architecture.

The “inclusive political settlement,” principle of non-interference in Afghanistan
must be adhered to to create conditions
for an acceptable peace agreement. Both
states should have to develop a rightsized relationship by dropping somewhat redundant narratives that have
developed on both sides during their collaborative campaign against WoT. From
Pakistan’s perspective, there is supposed
distinction as the US took purely transactional rather than the strategic partner
whereas most relations between countries are some combination of transactional and strategic. To some extent strategic concerns may be about the future
of Afghanistan, the course and direction
of Pakistan’s strategic choices in coming
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years will also matter
to the US. The Washington policymakers
are interested to see
two things one how
Pakistan is going to
manage the US-China competition given that it has strong
relationships
with
both where does Pakistan see itself and
two of course how is
it going to use its relationship with the
Taliban government.
US policymakers remain skeptical that
Pakistan will be able
to take a more positive trajectory think they believe it will
remain mixed as it has in the last two
decades but there is also an acknowledgment that US national security interests
are such that will not allow them to ignore Pakistan or not to build a strong relationship. In the future context, the US
is likely to put Afghanistan in rare view
mirror it’s not it’s going to dominate the
immediate term and US should focus the
political settlement that should remain a
shared priority as Pakistani willingness
to help with the political settlement as
this is the one place where the US and Pakistan have shared the most convergence
of interests.
As far as South Asia’s importance
for Washington is concerned, the region
is far more relevant to the US for geopolitical, national security, and economic
reasons. This requires Washington to
invest in wider and longer-term regional
engagement in which both Pakistan have
a place. The US would presumably deal
with Pakistan through a China lens as its
competition with Beijing is bipartisan
across the board and this strategic misalignment is not something that’s going
to go away and India’s strategic alliance
with the US is also another reality. There
is no doubt that the China factor has
become an irritant in Pak- US relations.
The growing Chinese power has earned
American attention and concerns about
the latter are interests in Asia-Pacific,
South and Central Asia, and beyond. Under such conditions, the US must shape
a productive relationship with Pakistan
and as it will be very honest in its approach- China is the compulsion but it
continues to want to have a positive relationship with the US.
• A blend of transactional and
strategic approaches would better serve
the interests of both states, but at the
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For the past two decades,
the ties between two states
were driven through security exigencies this is
an area that has not been
developed over time. and
in some ways, pakistan
has fundamentals in terms
of economics that make
it attractive for american
companies should want
to invest. another point,
pakistan and the us must
continue their diplomatic
engagement with “troika
plus” for the rehabilitation
and economic prosperity
of afghanistan because the
other two member states;
russia china are key actors
that would play a decisive
role in defining regional
security, economic architecture. the “inclusive political
settlement,” principle of
non-interference in afghanistan must be adhered to to
create conditions for an acceptable peace agreement

same time let’s work on some of the fundamental things where both have convergence rather than raising expectations
and creating more distrusting the relationship.
• For a new approach for getting
the relationship to work, both countries
will have to do more to meet each other somewhere in the middle. The Biden
team needs to keep an open mind and
look at Pakistan with a broader lens. And
if Pakistan does not want strategic concerns to dominate its relationship with
the US it needs to offer up something
more than words: real economic incentives.
• With relevance to multilateral
cooperation is concerned, The US and
Pakistan have worked together for more
than 70 years on issues, including energy,
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economic growth, and inclusion, education, and health. USAID’s current country development cooperation strategy
for Pakistan focuses on fostering a more
stable, peaceful, and prosperous country. To achieve this, USAID is partnering
with Pakistan to increase private-sector-led, inclusive economic growth; and
strengthens global health security capacities. This work directly supports
Pakistan’s development aspirations, as
outlined in Pakistan Vision 2025, and its
journey towards sustainable, self-reliant
growth and development that needs to
further transcend into cooperation.

• The technology space is one of
the increasingly strategic dimensions,
and deepening US investments in this
area in Pakistan would serve to not only
open a new market to US businesses but
also ensure that US technology.
• Identify and incentivize the US
private sector investments in water-conserving irrigational technologies working in collaboration with entities like the
Foreign Agricultural Service at the United States Department of Agriculture.
US policymakers have often used
economic and development aid as the
carrot to either compel or entice Pakistan in advancing American geostrategic
goals. However, the resulting experience
of using financial aid to serve strategic
goals delivers short-term results at best.
One of the key instruments used by the
US is the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank Group. Instead of using financial incentives as the
means to secure strategic ends, the US
can instead begin viewing trade, investment, and economic cooperation as the
underlying basis for developing a durable bilateral relationship with Pakistan.
It is in the US interest to enable Pakistan
to become economically viable. It should
foster a closer economic relationship between the two countries holds not only
the promise of benefiting Pakistan but
also enabling the US to advance its interests in South and Central Asia.
Despite its significant political and
economic difficulties, Pakistan has a
growing technology sector. Its youthful
population and worldwide diaspora of
Pakistani doctors, scientists, academics,
and other professionals have become an

increasingly important part of the global
community
To conclude, paradoxes in the
Pakistan-U.S. ties have existed since
the very beginning and lie at the core
of misperceptions about the relationship. The two countries have had
very high-profile relations from time
to time, even bearing characteristics
of close allies. And yet Pakistan suffered frequent sanctions reserved for
adversaries. This is all the more puzzling considering that the Pakistan-US
relationship has historically served
some of the critical national interests
of the two countries and may do so
again.
Both states need to learn from their
history of relations and adjust according
to the vastly changing times. Because of
intensifying competition between the
U.S. and China, Pakistan’s geopolitical location and close ties with China can work
both as an asset and a liability. It depends
on what Pakistan makes of it. To be useful
to both the U.S. and China, Pakistan has
to build internal strength, raise its contribution to peace efforts in the region, help
stabilize Afghanistan, and enhance its potential as an economic partner. Ultimately what is good for Pakistan will be good
for Pakistan’s US relations. A relationship
built on the foundations of economic cooperation and integration can serve as a
much more robust and sustainable basis
for bilateral engagement. More importantly, such foundations, over the medium to long term, maybe the only path to
help ease both countries into more cooperative and mutually beneficial strategic
postures.
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Revamped PakistanUzbekistan Ties

akistan-Uzbekistan ties are tied
up with deep historical, religious and cultural affinities. The
relations between Pakistan and
Uzbekistan gained strength over the years
because of these affinities and shared values, hence both states worked towards having close cooperation with each other at the
international and regional level. Pakistan
and Uzbekistan are situated in a region of
great geo-strategic importance. Cooperation between the two distant neighbours
is significant for the political and economic
well-being of the entire region which will
eventually lead towards sustainable peace
and development. The recent visit of Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi has further strengthened the commitment of both
brotherly countries towards shared destiny
and prosperous future based on peace, development, trade and connectivity.
Pakistan and Uzbekistan, though, have over
29 year’s diplomatic relations but they have
deep rooted historical roots. Pakistan has
equally been inspired and affected by the
cultural, rich traditions, values of the great
civilization sprouted in the region from today’s Uzbekistan. The region, which is now
known as Uzbekistan, has produced prolific
and great scholars, thinkers and physicians
in the history who spent their entire lives
working in the fields of medicine and science
which laid the foundation of modern science,
health technology and medicine.
It is pertinent to mention that the scholars like Imam Bukhari, Imam Tirmzi, AlKhorezmi, Abu Rayan al-Biruni, Abu Ali Ibn
Sina and Ulugbek have significantly contributed to the development of modern civilizations of today’s world. Moreover, it has also
remained the centre of world’s economic attention because of the establishment of old

Silk Road across Eurasian lands. The old Silk
Road is also one of the core reasons behind
spreading new principles, religions, ideologies, arts, crafts, traditions, values, cuisines
and technologies.
Pakistan and Uzbekistan have been enjoying brotherly bilateral relations since the
establishment of diplomatic ties in 1991 but
the relations between these nation-states
have witnessed unprecedented growth in
the recent years. Both countries had been
had been closely collaborating at regional
and international forums, especially at the
UN, OIC, ECO and SCO, now they are further
strengthening the ties by enhancing cooperation in bilateral trade and better connectivity with each other and beyond. For instance,
Uzbekistan hosted the first trilateral talks in
which Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Investment and Foreign Trade of Uzbekistan, Advisor to Pakistani Prime Minister on
Commerce and Investment Abdul Razzaq
Dawood, and Afghan Foreign Minister Mohammad Hanif Atmar participated. These
talks resulted into adoption of Mazar-i Shareef-Kabul-Peshawar Road Map. According
to this roadmap, a 600-km railroad will be
constructed in five years which will give access to Pakistani ports, Gwadar and Karachi.
In addition to it, it is being said that the this
railroad would shorten the transportation
time, from Uzbekistan to Pakistan, from 30
to 15 days and also reduce the cost of transportation by 30-35 percent. The success of
this project will not only benefit Uzbekistan
or other Central Asian States but also the bilateral trade between Pakistan and Russia
as the cost of transportation between these
two countries would also reduce by 15-20
percent.
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In addition to it, it is being said that
the this railroad would shorten the transportation time, from Uzbekistan to Pakistan, from 30 to 15 days and also reduce the
cost of transportation by 30-35 percent. The
success of this project will not only benefit
Uzbekistan or other Central Asian States
but also the bilateral trade between Pakistan and Russia as the cost of transportation
between these two countries would also reduce by 15-20 percent.
Moreover, the economic relations between Pakistan and Uzbekistan have also
shown exponential growth in the recent
times. As a result of enhanced cooperation
between the two nations, for example, in
2018-2019, trade turnover between Uzbekistan and Pakistan rose three times and
amounted around $100 million.
During the recent visit of Advisor to
the Prime Minister on Commerce
and Investment, Abdul Razak
Dawood, he also attended the first
meeting of Joint Working Group on
Trade and Economic Affairs.
During the meeting of Joint
Working Group, both the sides,
Uzbek and Pakistani, agreed to enhance bilateral trade ties between
both the countries. “I am glad to
share that I held very productive
bilateral meetings in Tashkent
with the leadership of Uzbekistan
on trade, Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA), Transit Trade and Custom Cooperation,” Mr. Razak said at
the conclusion of his visit to Uzbekistan. To further strengthen bilateral brotherly ties between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan, Foreign Minister
of Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Kamilov
paid two-day visit to Pakistan and held the
meetings with Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan with FM Shah Mahmood Qureshi and
PM Imran Khan. During the meeting, PM
Imran Khan expressed appreciation for the
proposed Trans-Afghan railway project.
PM Imran Khan also reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to support all efforts for
the earliest realization of this important regional connectivity project. While meeting
with the Prime Minister, Mr. Abdulaziz Kamilov has reiterated Uzbekistan’s commitment to expand bilateral cooperation with
Pakistan in diverse fields.
Moreover, during the meeting between FM Qureshi and FM Kamilov, the
two Foreign Ministers expressed satisfaction at the progress achieved in advancing
rail connectivity between the two coun-

tries and agreed on early completion of
Trans-Afghan railway project. FM Qureshi
underscored the importance of closer agricultural cooperation between the two
countries particularly in cotton seed sector.
He also expressed satisfaction at the level
of cooperation between the two countries
in the multilateral organizations such as
the UN, OIC, ECO and SCO. Deep rooted religious, cultural and historical affinities has
provided strong base for the establishment
of brotherly ties between Pakistan and Uzbekistan. Now, the enhanced bilateral trade,
political, people-to-people and economic
ties between the two nations have paved
the way for shared and prosperous future
centred on peace and development which
will ultimately lead to sustainable peace and

development for the entire region.
After the fall of Kabul “geopolitics”
has been converted into geo-economy and
consequently sincere efforts are being carried out now to achieve the ultimate goal
of greater regional connectivity between
Pakistan and the Central Asian States
(CAS), especially with the Republic of Uzbekistan. Moreover, the Chinese concept of
shared prosperity in the shape of One Belt
One Road Initiative (BRI) and its flagship
project China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) have given new “impetus” to regional connectivity. In this context, Pakistan
and Uzbekistan have been “striving” hard
to achieve stability and peace in the region
through greater regional connectivity by
jointly working to bring harmony to Afghanistan. Most recently, Foreign Minister

Shah Mahmood Qureshi visited Uzbekistan
and called on President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.
The Foreign Minister reiterated commitment to enhance bilateral ties in all areas
of mutual interests for the greater regional
connectivity. The President of Uzbekistan
termed relations with Pakistan important.
He remarked that Uzbekistan was keen
to develop ties with Pakistan in all areas,
particularly in transport and connectivity.
Moreover, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev’s “Ten Initiatives” are a roadmap
of greater regional connectivity between
Central Asia and South Asia which needs to
be implemented as soon as possible.
Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan
also visited Uzbekistan and while addressing the “Pak-Uzbek Business Forum” projected the strategic importance
and utility of CPEC which would
be used for achieving the desired
goals of greater connectivity, socio-economic integration, eradication of poverty, new job generation
and last but not the least, stability
and harmony in the region. He
termed Pakistan’s connectivity
with Uzbekistan in trade and bilateral spheres a giant step to open up
new avenues of prosperity in the
region.
More than US$ 500 million
agreements were signed between
the Pak-Uzbek Business Forum
between Pakistan & Uzbek investors and trade houses. Uzbekistan
has now become a land of opportunities and one of the biggest attractions of seeking foreign direct
investments in the region and
beyond in which Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s constant structural reforms played
a vital role. To conclude, now more focus
should be given to include and encourage
private sectors of both the countries to
“accelerate” the pace of bilateral trade and
commerce ties between the two sides. In
this regard, the concept of modern segmentation/classification may be used through
formation of “corridor of knowledge”. Cultural diplomacy in terms of education cooperation, joint publications, joint think-tanks
(Pak-Uzbek), media cooperation and last
but not the least “digital connectivity” is the
need of the hour. Moreover, a “Joint Transport Company (JTC)” formation of “Reciprocal Trade Houses (RTHs)” a “Joint Merchandise Shipping Company (JMSC) and last but
not least revival of financial and banking ties
may be good omen for both the countries in
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SCO A Potential Source
of Regional Economic
Integration

he Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), widely regarded
as Alliance of the East, is an intergovernmental organization established in Shanghai on 15 June 2001. The SCO at
present comprises of eight Member States including China, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan,
four Observer States including Afghanistan,
Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia and six “Dialogue
Partners” including Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey. In the
recent decades, Globalisation has appeared as
the major trend in international relations and
keeps on deepening the relations between
countries as well as regions of the world. The
speedy growth of contemporary technologies
in areas of transport, communications, and information delivery and diffusion is contributing to the formation of a unified international
community of states. Collectively the states
can fight together to cope with the challenges.
In the same way, Regionalisation, the stable procedure of structuring the new forms
of dealings between the states by involving
the world’s macro-regions, has also appeared
to be another primary trend in the growth of
global order. With the passage of time while
realizing the need of the time more countries
are determined to structure a system of steady
ties with their neighbours. This trend and formulation not only enhance their own potential but also facilitate the regional entities by
searching out the solutions of the emerging
challenges. All Such regionalisation has taken
gradually more varied forms. Regional integration is one of the more evident purposes
of all such forums. This regional integration
includes institutionalization of supranational
regulatory systems, more stretchy models of
collaboration in a range of areas that advance
at diverse speeds and at different levels as well

as new varied type models of partnership. The
aims and objectives of such partnerships are
scrutinized first and foremost by the requirement to deal with the regional tribulations by
paying attention to the frequent desire for dialogue. This way the regional entities can find
out the ways and approaches to attain equally
advantageous and sustainable development
for the whole region. It is imperative to highlight that partnership within the SCO vary
from a conventional coalition. One of the most
significant consequences of the SCO summit
in Astana in June 2017 was the appointment
of India and Pakistan as full-fledged SCO
members. This way, both countries became
unconditional signatories to all documents of
SCO and are committed to contribute productively to strengthen the cooperation within
the framework of the Organisation. Altogether with the inclusion of four nuclear powers
China, Russia, Pakistan and India, the SCO has
become a forum to support for maintaining
international strategic stability. On the other
hand the forum is also known as a foundation stone of the Eurasian continent. SCO is
an influential transcontinental organization
extending from the Arctic in the north to the
Indian Ocean in the south, and from Lianyungang, China in the east to Kaliningrad, and
Russia in the West. This also shows the impact
which this organization has with regards to
geographical boundaries.
The SCO was initially envisaged as a multifaceted organization with three levels of collaboration which are the foundations of this forum. These include cooperation in politics and
security, cooperation in trade and economic
activity, as well as cooperation in the development of cultural and humanitarian ties. SCO’s
ultimate goal is the growth and prosperity of
the population living under the jurisdiction of
this organization.

Diplomatica
As the world is experiencing major
reconfigurations at the financial fronts
and the international economy has a direct link with the mounting instability
and doubts, SCO need to come forward
with a more productive role in order to
produce tangible results. SCO member
states jointly have a huge market. The
member states have a major portion of
the world’s mineral resources, as well as
a huge industrial base. Both these fields
are highly imperative and helpful while
implementing successful and mutually
beneficial trade and economic projects.
The legal framework of the organization
consisted of 122 documents associated
to the economy. The major purpose of
these documents is to facilitate communication between the states
on trade, banking, financial
and investment activities,
manufacturing, agriculture,
transport, telecommunications, customs, and the progress of tourism.
To further enhance the
trade and financial activities substantial efforts are
needed under the umbrella
of this forum to guarantee
the projects related to Multilateral Trade and Economic
Cooperation of the Member
States. The member states
have already signed numerous international agreements regarding banking and
financial activities and the
improvement of business, agriculture,
as well as tourism. The Organisation
is also emphasizing on the formation
of SCO Development Bank as well as a
Special Account that would offer financial help for project activities. With the
inclusion of Pakistan and India, the two
important Asian states, SCO has become
the world’s leading trans-regional alliance in terms of the total area, population, and monetary prospective of its
member states. The entrance of the new
and influential states unlocks the door
extensively to new prospects. All these
prospects are basically additional support to further augment development
of the infinite potential of the “Shanghai
Eight” in all areas of life pertaining to
mutual interest within the organization
as well as in the international arena. The
SCO has around 30 diverse mechanisms
that have developed over the years with
the help of the founding members and
the support of those included later. It is
also pertinent to mention that SCO put
together all of its resolutions through
consensus. Become accustomed to

these beforehand recognized formats
and operational methods of communication is not an effortless task, it also
requires alteration and evaluation with
the passage of time while adapting the
contemporary trends.
In 2018, with the joint efforts of
the member states the “Big Eurasian
Eight” has revealed that SCO is competent enough to develop and progress in
retort to the necessities of the time, altering realities, and objective needs. The
SCO has evidently been growing the economic aspect of its cooperation in recent
years. The 2018 summit in Qingdao confirmed this tendency. The Organisation
is vigorously increasing support related
to trade and investment, transport, infra-

structure, agriculture, as well as custom
services. Without any doubt the organization is amalgamation of manufacturing clusters, including high-tech and science-intensive centres. The member
states hold the full range of mineral affluence. This further makes it easy for
SCO to formulate any type of production
cycle, from the removal of raw materials
to their processing with a high degree of
additional value.
The notion of collaboration of the
SCO member states in the field of environmental protection was agreed by
the Council of Heads of State, is an imperative step to enhance cooperation
in the field of environmental administration. Due to their geographic proximity, the economies of the SCO member states affect one another as their
regional economic agreements and
shared programs within the Organisation’s framework are the basis of their
progressive combined growth. This
year marks the 20th anniversary of the
founding of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), and the intergov-

ernmental organization is anticipated
to see another expansion by giving way
the status of dialogue partners to Saudi Arabia and Egypt, a verdict that was
agreed at the recent meeting of the SCO
Council of Foreign Ministers in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Financial cooperation
is one of most significant pillars of the
framework, through which regional security can also be successfully endorsed.
Amid hasty withdrawal of US and NATO
forces from Afghanistan and the ongoing spread of the coronavirus as well as
the West’s speedy hegemony, it is vital
for SCO members to hasten the layout of
collaboration for mutual development
and progress the industrial chain association of the region. SCO has contributed immensely in the areas of economy
and trade. In 2018, the total trade volume among the member states reached
255 billion US dollars, a year-on-year
increase of 17.2 percent. Furthermore,
in the 2019, China’s total investment in
SCO member states exceeded 87 billion
U.S. dollars. Numerous large-scale energy-related, mineral and industrial manufacturing projects have made advancement. According to the IMF report, in the
next five years (up to the year 2023), the
economic potential in the SCO region will
exceed that of the G7 economies. During
the first five months of 2021, trade between China and Central Asian countries
remained $16.86 billion, up 24.5 percent
year-on-year. A multimodal transportation center in Qingdao confirmed 297
trips by China-Europe freight trains,
among which 243 connected China and
Central Asian economies, up 57 percent.
The freight trains also opened a portal
for SCO members to enter the Asia-Pacific market.
Beside the endorsement of Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), investment
among the SCO member stated has also
increased. For example, China has become the chief source of investment
for Tajikistan, with a cumulative investment exceeding $2 billion. More prominently, the economies under the SCO
have enormous potential to further discover collaboration in rising areas, such
as new or green energy, digital trade as
well as the health sector in contemporary scenario. During the pandemic, the
e-commerce among the member countries extended quickly in the region.
Profound transformative procedures
are visibly unfolding in this remarkable
Eurasian region. The development of
Asia will further strengthen the trend
towards the structuring of a regional
system based on economic interrelations and mutual interests.
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Pakistan’s IT industry and its
Economic Prospects

akistan is said to be one of the
largest economic blind spots
in the world as the country is
well placed to play an emergent role in the global economy over the next decade. However, to
attain its potential, it is very important
that Pakistan places the primary building blocks at the right direction in order to create an enabling environment
to establish an ecosystem favorable for
development. It should be supported by
suitable policies and guidelines to increase speed and encourage innovation.
This has already been demonstrated in
the recent past by other economies in
Asia Pacific.
Indeed, there is no quicker way to
accelerate economic growth than the
holistic digitisation of the economy. The
great news is that public and private
sector in Pakistan is enthusiastic and
ready to take up this challenge. Sometimes back World Bank has highlighted
Pakistan’s distinguished development
about the ease of doing business due
to numerous reforms in order to speed
up and rationalize procedures for getting construction permits, online tax
payments as well as registering property. on the other hand, regardless of
moving up to number 108 in last year’s
ranking (from 136 in 2019 and 147 in
2018), Pakistan is still behind the other
middle-income economies such as Kazakhstan (25), India (63) and Indonesia
(73).
According to the World Economic Forum’s latest Global Competitiveness Report 2020, Pakistan is likewise

38 | Melange October 2021

placed (110 out of 141 nations) in the
scoring greatly for market size but lower the South Asia average for numerous
other gauges. As organic GDP growth
contracts, additional growth is obligatory mainly relating to the declaration
of commercial arguments, labour market elasticity. Once done it will certainly
strengthen Pakistan’s exterior insight of
candidness to business and a feasible
locality for investment.
The incumbent government in Pakistan has recognized the worth of digital technologies and proficiency to improve inclusion, support research and
innovation, and unchain economic competitiveness. In May 2018, the Ministry
of Information Technology and Telecommunication attained approval from
federal cabinet for starting work on
Digital Pakistan, which included 12 objectives. The strategy aspired to employ
ICT as a tactical enabler for sectoral revolution, economic development and an

improved quality of life for citizens. In
December 2019, based on suggestions
from Ministry of Information and technology, the Prime Minister Imran Khan
initiated his vision for the flagship Digital Pakistan policy. The basic objective
of the policy was to bring online public
services and stimulate the potential of
youth and women.
The digital Pakistan policy further has had five priority areas which
included, Access & Connectivity, Digital
Infrastructure, E-Government, Digital
Skilling & Training and Innovation & Entrepreneurship. While further explaining these prioritiy areas it is pertinent
to mention that, access and connectivity
basically explains the access to internet
and the information is a fundamental
right for all Pakistanis. The same way,
digital infrastructure refers to construct
a “Pakistan Stack” that permits government, business & startups to operate a
digital infrastructure to resolve issues

and move towards presence-less, paperless & cashless service delivery. E- Government focuses on contemporary Digitize intra-government procedures to
head towards a paperless environment.
It also focuses on Digitization of Pakistani citizen & business communication
with government services. Pakistan citizen portal and many other applications
are evident examples of this particular
strategy or priority. Digital skilling and
training revolves around the idea of an
evolution to a knowledge economy by
enhancement of our on hand capacity
along with equipping our future generation. It also enhances the idea of going
up to the value chain by quickly imparting the emerging technical skills.
Innovation and entrepreneurship
put emphasis on the need to make it uncomplicated for investors to come and
invest and ease for startups to activate
and develop to further grow country’s
economy while enabling Pakistan to
get a global playing field. The present
decade will consequently be a crucial
stage in Pakistan’s national development voyage and the enlargement of the
ICT sector in the country. Pakistan has a
vast youth population, with more than
100 million citizens under the age of 25.
Engrossing this demographic into the
labour force means the economy must
develop quicker than it has over the past
five years. Nevertheless, Pakistan has a
literacy rate lower than the South Asia
average and shows skills discrepancy in
few technology related areas.
These aspects as well as affordability, an apparent lack of relevance are
few of the vital barricades to consumers
using internet through their mobiles.
Furthermore, those who do not use the
mobile internet, 27% says that they do
not have anyone to teach them or help
them learning use of the mobile internet. In presence of Covid 19 pandemic
things have been improved in this regard as well. People left with no option
and the use of digital platforms has be-

come an evident factor. Currently, Pakistan is all set to double its IT industry
in two years by setting up devoted tech
zones across the country. It is expected that Pakistan may open a dozen such
zones by next year. Through Special
technology zone authority Pakistan is
offering a 10-year waiver on corporate
tax and imports of any equipment or
construction material desirable for the
areas, which will provide Pakistan’s IT
industry a catapult push in quest of doubling its size to as much as $6 billion in
coming 2 years.
Pakistan is already working on the
new tech zones to produce employment
opportunities for its people particularly
the youth of the country. It is also pertinent to mention that huge overseas
investment into startups from fintech
to e-commerce in the backdeop of the
coronavirus pandemic is also highlighting the demand for devoted zones to
serve these industries. Amer Hashmi
who is heading the special technology
zones authority revealed in an interview that around half a dozen international companies and 50 domestic firms
have showed interest in setting up in
planned zones. As much as $1.5 billion
of private investment will pour into
these projects over the next two years.
He is also compelling the government,
which is spending millions of dollars on
technology-based projects, to give more
contracts to local companies.
On the other hand, while revealing
the Economic Survey for FY21, Finance
Minister Shaukat Tarin expressed high
hopes on the expansion in IT sector
exports, which he supposed could attain 100% or more in the coming years.
Highlighting India’s IT export increase,
which expanded to $100 billion in 2010,
from $1 billion in 2000, the minister
questioned as to why Pakistan could not
augment its IT exports to $40 billion, if
not $100 billion. According to the Economic Survey, there has been a vigorous
expansion in IT and IT-enabled services
(ITeS) payments over
the past five years,
with composite annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 18.85% which is the
uppermost
growth
rate as compared to
all other industries
and the highest in the
region. The startup
trend prevailed at
a quick speed, with
accomplishment stories coming out every year. Pakistan’s

IT industry counts as the world’s largest entity among its regular clients and
supplies its services to 120 countries internationally. The IT sector in the country has revealed considerable growth in
the last few years.
The country’s exports of IT associated services have developed by 40
percent in the last few months only. The
State Bank of Pakistan proposed modifications to the present foreign exchange
system regarding borrowing from
abroad in a bid to ease those fintech and
startup companies that plan to invest in
the form of adaptable debt as an alternative of directly as equity. A new type
of loan may be initiated to accomplish
the precise requirements of startup
companies while keeping in vision the
problems they are facing in growing investment, in the form of adaptable debt,
from overseas under existing system. A
company may lift funds from out of the
country in the form of convertible debt.
The potency of the Pakistani Diaspora is
an additional viable differential which
could be a huge foundation of force for
our industry by assisting to set up their
path in the western markets.
Tens of thousands of IT experts
with Pakistani origin are settled in the
West, whose combined potential could
be the main changing factor for the digital regime of Pakistan. The Fourth Industrial Revolution which carries with
it frequent challenges for the on hand
technological site also pledgess new
avenues of opportunity in the field of
Artificial Intelligence, IoT (Internet of
Things), Data Analytics etc. the talent
in Pakistan is exclusively positioned
to take benefit of it due to their quick
learning aptitude in the existence of new
mediums of e-learning which get rid of
the traditional barricades of learning
limited to physical spaced knowledge
platforms. In presence of all these mentioned developments, Pakistan is accurately balanced to become a new hub in
the field of Information Technology. The
need is to move forward with the same
positivity. In coming years Pakistan will
be certainly be a desirable destination
for entrepreneurs in the IT industry.
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Pakistan 2025: One Vision One Nation
lanning Commission of Pakistan prepared, Pakistan Vision 2025 with an aim to develop strategies
in order to fast track the development with the decisive objective of transforming Pakistan so t can
get a position in one of top ten economies in the world by
2047. Under this vision by 2025, it foresees Pakistan among
top twenty five economies of the world with a position of
an upper middle income country. The vision comprises of
different models, five enablers and seven pillars all these
ingredients presents an integrated formula for growth and
prosperity. The seven pillars under Vision 2025 stands on
the idea of acceptance of change and revolution as well as
to produce new prospects based on an instinctive force. All
the goals of Vision 2025 can only be attained by focusing
on variety of precedence areas particularly those which
can and will be an aid to make Pakistan an enormously attractive destination for the private investment with a huge
number of modern business opportunities. The Vision also
underlines the inequity between economic development
and social development and further proposes strategies
for augmenting the socioeconomic indicators of Pakistan.
Most of the social development indicators including
population welfare, poverty, gender mainstreaming, literacy, school enrolment, immunization coverage and access to clean water are also assured under this vision by
investing additionally in human and social development.
Vision 2025 identifies the inhabitants of Pakistan as the
utmost asset and strives to influence their power for augmentation and development. According to the Vision, the
major precedence has to be the exploration of the covert
energies, latent skills and the fervor of around 110 Million
people below the age of 30, and make them the agents of
change. It is compulsory for a nation to progress that it
must be having a comprehensible idea to attain the target.
In absence of any such idea or way it is almost impossible to have a roadmap in order to employ the policies that
would guide to reach out the destination. A national vision
is destined to offer clearness to our common and inspira-
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tional destination. Pakistan was established on such a vision. However, with the passage of time the clearness of
that destination became indistinct. Pakistan 2025 vision
basically shows a commitment to reconstruct and revamp
the idea and theory on which this country was established.
The vision also based on the idea to highlight the essence
of independence movement and the foundation on which
this country was established. Unfortunately, Pakistan nowadays is facing alarming social, economic, security and
governance challenges. It is not that only Pakistan is facing
these challenges. Many other nations around the globe are
facing or have faced the comparable challenges and many
have productively twisted them into opportunities through
solid economic planning, good governance and steadiness
in policy execution. It is pertinent to mention that by efficiently addressing these challenges Pakistan can explore
more opportunities for transformational development.
This is an era of extraordinary change and intricacy, it is
crucial for Pakistan to revitalize its structure for national development in order to generate a vigorous policy and
to place Pakistan in the confederation of Upper Middle Income countries by 2025.
The current situation highlighted the need for a consensus-based national vision and inclusive strategy not only to
fight out all these challenges, but also proactively embrace
a bright future of the country.It is predicted that by 2025,
Pakistan’s population will be increased to over 227 million.
The population will also encompass a much bigger percentage of younger people (63% below the age of 30). These
demographic projections increase a number of problems
for the country. Firstly, without a radical reduction of population growth, no country other than oil-rich economies
has been able to break into the high-income club. The first
repercussion of the elevated population is the downward
burden it puts on growth. This is chiefly because investment funds have to be determined in meeting the needs of
the growing population (education, health, housing, police,
and other infrastructure), rather than productivity growth.

As such, the need for lessening the growth rate of population is
more vital than ever. Secondly, on
the optimistic side, the reduced fertility rates during this period will
generate a demographic dividend,
in which the dependence ratio will
drop. This can produce an opportunity for the country to improve its
productive capacity because of the
enlargement in the supply of human
resources. Demographic dividend
is an opportunity that is there till
2045. Thirdly, a significant element
of these investments in human development is related to provision of
food and nutrition to the mounting
population. Given the outlook of climate change and reduced water resource, this will make up one of the
key challenges faced by the country
in years to come.
Current Nutritional inadequacies throughout the country hamper the growth of the intellectual
faculties of school-going children
and young adults and could thus
affect intergenerational disparities
with regards to opportunity and income. The increasing population in
Pakistan highlights a major hazard
to food security, Pakistan’s growth
and social indicators and constancy.
Fourthly, it will also be an enormous
and vital challenge to offer good and
productive career opportunities for
the increasing number of individuals entering the workforce. About
1.5 million new jobs will require to
be formed every year just to keep
the unemployment at its current
rate. Providing full employment is
significant not only for rising production levels, but also to lift family
incomes and expenditure, make certain the upholding of the self-worth
of individuals, dropping income
differences, and thus shielding the
social fabric. As mentioned earlier
there are 7 pillars on which this vision stands. First pillar is based on
the concept of People First which
revolves around the idea of developing social and human capital and
women empowerment. This has a
direct link with the SDGs 1 (poverty), 3, (health) 4 (educa¬tion), and 5
(gender). The second pillar is based
on the concept of Growth which revolves around the idea of Sustained,

indigenous, and inclusive growth.
The target is virtually linked to
SDG 8, and also to SDGs 10, 12, 13,
14 and 15. The third pillar
is based on the concept of
Governance which revolves
around the concept of democratic governance, institutional reform and modernizing of the public sector.
This target is linked with the
SDG 16. The fourth pillar is
based on the concept of Security which contains Energy, water, and food security.
This target is linked to SDG
2 (zero hunger), 6 (water
security), 7 (energy security), and 11 (urban). The
fifth pillar is based on the
concept of Entrepreneurship which
contains Private Sector and entrepreneurship-led growth. This target
is linked to SDG 9 (foster innovation). The sixth pillar is based on
the concept of Knowledge Economy
which further revolves around the
concept of developing a competitive
knowledge economy through value
addi¬tion. It directly links to SDG 9
(innovati¬on) and 4 (educati¬on).
The 7th pillar is based on the
concept of Connecti¬vity while
Modernizing transport infrastructure for regional connec¬tivity. This
target is linked with the SDG 9 (infrastructure) and 17 (global partnership). It is imperative to mention here that Pakistan’s impulsive
growth experience has been a result
of our over dependence on exterior
support and exogenous factors. Under vision 2025, in order to guarantee a constant path of advanced
growth rates, focus will be on endogenous factors of development
such as domestic resource mobilization, tax reforms, science, technology and innovation, motivating
export led augmentation and attracting foreign direct investment.
Remittances have provided a crucial
support to monetary requirements
of the country but their true potential has not been comprehended.
Under this vision new reforms are
introduced and will further be initiated to augment remittances by offering incentives. However, with an
idea of acquiring this longer-term

target, there is a requirement to
construct a concrete and self-sustaining platform to utilize and ex-

ploit the external funding sources in
the medium term. There are certain
socio-economic imbalances in Pakistan. There are horizontal and vertical, intra and inter-provincial, as
well as rural and urban disparities. Vision 2025; foresees a policy
for increasing a combined and impartial society through a balanced
development approach, social fortification and quick broad based
development. This will guarantee
provision of opportunities and
economic development to all sections of society.
Pakistan 2025 is also focusing
on introducing a National Brand.
The aim behind the procedure of
brand reinstatement is to focus
on recognizing and endorsing the
indigenous products and services
that are, or can willingly become,
known as ‘world-class’ and truly scalable. These might include
many things like cotton, rice, mangoes, high quality textiles, prospective for world-class off-shore
services; geographical marvels
such as K2, regions that are home
to ancient civilizations such as
Mohenjo-daro; cuisine and civilization like Gandhara and Buddhist
shrines, the Himalayan Salt Mines.
Therefore the role of media is very
imperative. It is responsibility of
the media to promote the positive
image of Pakistan and strengthen this path to achieve a sustainable growth and prosperity of the
country.
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Amjad Saqib

A Philanthropist & Morally Rich Person

mjad Saqib established the
Akhuwat Foundation, one of
the leading Micro finance institutions in Pakistan. It gives loan
packages to the underprivileged. Recently, he has been awarded with the Ramon
Magsaysay Award, which is known as
the “Asian Nobel Prize”. He started his
work by distributing loan of PKR 10,000
to assist a needy woman who desired to
support her family. This single step of
kindness latter encouraged him to found
a small organization which would give
small loans to deserving people. Within
the time period of 10 years, the organization exceeded PKR 1 Billion in disbursements to more than 90,000 families all
across Pakistan, which helped them
support their families. This organization, Akhuwat is standing on Islamic beliefs and customs of brotherhood and is
world’s first microfinance organization
which is totally interest-free.
The model on which the organization is based is an open-sourced venture. His devotion and articulation in
his hard work has earned him admiration from many across the globe. In
2018, he has been the awarded with the
Islamic Economy Award by the Crown
Prince of Dubai and Thomson Reuters,
the Commonwealth’s 31st Point of Light
Award bestowed by Queen Elizabeth II,
and the Social Entrepreneur of the Year
award presented by the World Economic
Forum (WEB) and Schwab Foundation.
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Previously while acknowledging his services government of Pakistan awarded
him with Sitar-e-Imtiaz. Amongst other
projects, Akhuwat has also initiated Pakistan’s first fee free university by the
name of Akhuwat College University
which is open to brilliant students from
across Pakistan, as admissions are based
exclusively on merit. Being an MBBS doctor, Dr. Amjad Saqib was chosen for the
nation’s uppermost bureaucratic institution, the elite Civil Service of Pakistan
after clearing its examination with great
distinction in 1985. He started his career
as a civil servant but when his career was
about to move towards higher echelons,
he resigned in 2003 with the intention to
become a social entrepreneur in order to
make a difference in societal modification through Akhuwat.
The organization he founded is his
actual passion but he also provides voluntary services for many other NGOs. In
this regard, He is Vice Chairman Punjab
Educational Endowment Fund, Chairman Management Committee Fountain
House, and Honorary Managing Director
Punjab Welfare Trust for the Disabled,
Member Board of Director Punjab Education Foundation, Member Syndicate
Punjab University, Commissioner Punjab
Health Care Commission, Member Punjab Red Crescent Society. He is one of the
personalities who is showing positive aspect of Pakistan where people have the
empathy to serve the underprivileged.

He is the one always called for his services for the humanity irrespective of
race, region and religion. He is leading
a life with a mission to revolutionize the
circumstances of the underprivileged
not only by strengthening the lower stratum of the society but also earning honour for the Nation. Amjad Saqib is one of
the few personalities in Pakistan, whose
enterprises to eliminate the poverty in
the south-Asian nation have not only assisted those in need but also attained the
global compliment.
In one of his interviews Amjad Saqib
stated, “I believe that poverty cannot be
eliminated if even a lone poor exists in
the society. We serve all without discrimination. Akhuwat has served over four
million people so far, and aims to help
more than 40 million people in the coming years. This journey will continue all
across the country and beyond its shores
as well, God willing.” Akhuwat Foundation has over 800 branches all across the
country. The foundation has the network
of 301 schools and 3 colleges which are
source of educating more than 47,000
students. According to the latest figures,
approximately 4.8 million people have
been served by the foundation. While
mentioning the healthcare and wellbeing services, more than 500,000 patients
with diseases like hepatitis and diabetes
have been cured without any cost. In the
same way about 2.7 million clothes have
been gathered and disbursed among
those in need of them.
When it comes to interest-free micro-loans 140 billion rupees have been
distributed. This distribution was also
made to over 2,000 transgender people
who attained monetary and social support so far. In the backdrop of COVID-19
and allied situation in Pakistan, Akhuwat
came up with a responsible organization
to ease things for many around. The organization has diversified its role. Before
the start of the pandemic the focus was
on loans, rehabilitation of transgender
individuals, provision of education and
healthcare amenities on a micro level,
as well as relief work with regards to
natural catastrophes. The organization
reached out to far flung areas along with
mainstream cities. Hopefully under the
supervision of Amjad saqib, Akhuwat
Foundation will keep moving ahead with
the same passion in order to eliminate
poverty and ease difficulties of marginalized community.

World Leader

Syed Ali Shah Geelani

Symbol of Freedom Struggle of Kashmir

ourtly appearance, soft
hearted and kind mannered
person who fought hard with
his utter determination for
the freedom of Indian occupied Jummu and Kashmir. Yes, he
was none other than Syed Ali Shah
Geelani. Syed Ali Geelani was born
on September 29, 1929, to Syed Peer
Shah Geelani of Zoori Munz village in
Tehsil Bandipora which then formed a
part of Baramulla district. He received
his early education at Sopore, and
completed his studies at the Oriental
College, Lahore (Pakistan). Being a
young lad he spent most of his life near
the headquarters of Plebiscite Front at
Mujahid Manzil where Moulana Syed
Masoodi supported him in many ways.
Geelani was having a close relation
with Syed Massodi, a relation of respect
and obedience. He once revealed in an
interview that “I owe him a lot. He has
helped me through thick and thin”. It
was possibly Masoodi’s influence that
made him join the National Conference
for a while.
In the 1950s, Geelani joined
Jamaat-e-Islami, the region’s leading
political-religious organisation that
shared ideological similarity with the
Muslim Brotherhood movement in
Egypt. In 2019, the organisation was
banned by India under the influence

of RSS ideology. In 1953, Jamaat-eIslami, Jammu and Kashmir was part
of Jamaat-e-Islami, Hind. Later under
different circumstances Jammu and
Kashmir had a separate unit of Jamaate-Islami. Once Geelani joined it and he
never thought of looking back until
1997 when several differences with
then chief of Jamaat-e-Islami, Ghulam
Muhammad Bhat made him to say
goodbye. When in the early 1960s he
started campaign for the merger of
Muslim-majority territory’s with Azad
Jummu and Kashmir, he became a challenge for the coward Indian occupied
Government.
In 1962, Geelani was jailed for
nearly 10 years and after that was frequently restricted to his home. Being
a political leader he participated in
several regional elections and won
most of the times. He became part of
the legislative assembly three times.
He even contested elections in 1972
when Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah
called for election boycott. While justifying his move he once stated that,
“The Plebiscite Front had deviated
from the basic stand way back in 1969
when it decided to contest municipal
elections. Some Plebiscite Front leaders also informed the people of Sheikh
Abdullah’s wavering stand but people
did not take note. The Plebiscite

Front, therefore, had no valid reason
to call for election boycott. Further,
the decision to contest the elections
was taken by Jamaat-e-Islami not Geelani.” He was having deep knowledge
of Quran. He could talk for hours on
social, political and religious matters
being an aficionada. Geelani’s character, personality, demeanour and,
above all, his impressive rhetoric in
Kashmiri and Urdu language made
an impression on youth and adults
as well. He was an utter supporter of
right to self-determination mentioned
in the UN Security Council’s Resolution 47, adopted on April 21, 1948, and
on January 5, 1949, which affirmed,
“The question of the accession of the
State of Jammu and Kashmir to India
or Pakistan will be decided through
the democratic method of a free and
impartial plebiscite.” Here it is pertinent to mention that he was an utter
supporter of merger of Kashmir with
Pakistan. His most popular slogan”
Hum Pakistani hain Pakistan Hamara
hai”( we are Pakistani , Pakistan is
ours) is still echoing in the beautiful
valley.
He was indeed very prolific,
thoughtful and thunderous. His
speeches were a piece of art, a beautiful mixture of Kashmiri and Urdu
intermingled with Quranic verses,
instances from the Hadith as well as
couplets of the great poet philosopher
Iqbal and Rumi. Geelani was an imperative member of Hurriyat Conference
and in 1997, succeeded Dr Umer
Farooq as its chairman. However, in
2003, he parted ways. In 2007, He was
diagnosed with renal cancer. In 2008,
he was put under house arrest during
the Amarnath Land Row and the house
imprisonment continued till his death.
After a severe chest infection in 2014,
his health worsens, but he continued
to uphold a strong grip on his political
conglomerate. His political viewpoint
was purely a guideline for not only
ending the world’s many disputes,
ranging from Kashmir to Palestine and
beyond, but also a solution for eradicating their fundamental causes. He
was of the view that aggression will
end only when oppression ends. Syed
Ali shah Geelani’s death comes at a
time when many in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir believes that the region
has become even more unstable since
the revocation of Article 370 to shun
its autonomous status. It was his commitment in the face of troubles and
harsh conditions that made a place of
honour for him in the hearts of many
Kashmiris.
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Sea Power: The History and Geopolitics of
the World’s Oceans
Book Review: James Stavridis

dmiral James Stavridis’s maritime opus,
Sea Power, is a tour de force that
ranges across the global commons of the world’s vast sea-lanes
and both near-littoral and distant
shores. With four decades of distinguished maritime service in the US Navy,
the admiral (now retired) is uniquely qualified to evaluate current geopolitical maritime realities. Stavridis brings that strategic
perspective to his historical contextualization of how and why oceans have impacted
seafaring and landlocked civilizations and
nation-states differentially.
Stavridis is a prolific author, having first
been published, early in his naval officer
career, in US Naval Institute Proceedings.
As someone who has embodied that institution’s motto to “dare to write, think, and
speak to advance the understanding of sea
power,” he now fittingly serves as chair of
the institute. As he does in that role, in Sea
Power Stavridis continues to lead and shape
the intellectual conversation surrounding
sea power and the sea services.
These contributions to scholarly maritime
and policy discourse run deep—but they
are not silent. The lessons that Sea Power
offers should echo around the globe, like
pulses of sonar, ready to be received and analyzed by an internationally dispersed community of naval
and military strategists in allied and competitor nation-states. In particular, the admiral’s clear-eyed warnings and policy prescriptions regarding China, Russia, North
Korea, Iran, and ISIS are sure to make waves
on distant shores.
Sea Power is the most recent link in a chain
of American maritime strategy that connects back to Alfred Thayer Mahan’s seminal treatises of the 1890s. Stavridis revisits
Mahan’s underappreciated work The Problem of Asia: Its Effect upon International
Politics through a twenty-first-century
lens—its discussion of a persistent geopolitical choke point resonates today. In fact,
Stavridis invokes Mahan to articulate an
updated case for an American naval supremacy and strength that—when closely
aligned with the efforts of allied nations—
can ensure the US Navy’s ability to defend
the homeland, project power, deter aggression, and maintain open sea-lanes for global
commerce, communications, and freedom
of navigation.
The multiple human pressures affecting
the oceans have real bearing on how effective governance should be undertaken. The
governance of marine and coastal areas in
many countries and in international waters
is primarily sectoral, with fisheries agencies
regulating fisheries catches; environmental
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agencies dealing with pollution prevention;
and other specialized agencies regulating
shipping, mining, and oil and gas extraction.
Strategies and policies for biodiversity and
the environment, fisheries, climate change
and poverty reduction are also often developed and implemented by a diverse set of
agencies. And herein lies the problem. Cumulative impacts cannot effectively be managed in isolation. Multiple stressors call for
integrated management, which means that
we need to urgently develop a more holistic
approach to ocean governance. The sectoral
management of old will not be enough to
address the increasing degradation of the
oceans. The need to understand and manage the interactions and cumulative effects
of multiple stressors has been identified as
one of the most important questions in marine ecology today.
Complicating matters is the fact that the
marine environment is generally considered ‘publicly owned’, and indeed the areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction
are referred to as the global commons. The
customary marine tenure systems that are
found, for example, in many countries of
the South Pacific and in Japan provide an
exception to the open-access nature of most
ocean areas. This lack of ownership can lead
to a ‘tragedy of the commons’, and an ‘out of
sight, out of mind’ attitude often prevails, re-

sulting in the degradation of biodiversity in
ocean areas. Thus, an important component
of moving forward with ocean governance
is an understanding by both decision makers and the general public that all of humanity depends on the oceans for its survival,
and thus all are ocean stakeholders.
From a governance perspective, marine
areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ)
present particular challenges. Even if the

Ehtisham Ul Hussan
MPhil Scholar from National
University of Modern Languages
Islamabad

need for integrated and coherent approaches to address the multiple threats to the
oceans is well understood, there is no State,
organization or other institution that bears
the overall management responsibility for
ABNJ, and the current regulation and institutional arrangements, with the exception of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), are sectoral
in nature. Thus the decision by the United
Nations General Assembly in resolution
69/292 to establish a preparatory committee to provide the Assembly with recommendations on the elements of a draft text
of an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on the conservation
and sustainable use of marine biodiversity
of ABNJ presents an opportunity to greatly
improve ocean governance.
Notwithstanding Sea Power’s ambitious
subtitle—The History and Geopolitics of
the World’s Oceans—the book should be
comfortably navigable by a broad range of
readers, even those less familiar with naval
history or maritime strategy. As he did in
his earlier book The Accidental Admiral: A
Sailor Takes Command at NATO (Naval Institute Press, 2014),
the author writes with a dry wit and an engaging manner, highlighted by numerous
historical insights and cultural references
Moreover, Stavridis’s Dedicated “to all the
sailors at sea,” Sea Power, like the works
of Mahan, is destined to become required
reading for midshipmen at the US Naval
Academy and the officer candidates in Naval
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps programs
before they embark on careers in the US.
Navy. It is no accident that this admiral has
been a mentor to many men and women
who have served with him in the US Navy
“wherever the wind and waves have taken
them,” buoyed by the wise counsel and leadership lessons evident in Sea Power.

Tech

The Launching of 5G Technology in Pakistan

5

G is paving the way for an entirely digitalized and attached
world. 5G goes far ahead of
what we think of today as cell
phones. We are at the beginning of a
revolution in the world of associated
things, with the first steps toward
implementing 5G which is the latest
generation of telecom networks. 5G
pledges to basically perk up cellular competence, providing improved
broadband power and enhancing
mobile power and data rates. In fact,
5G is 10 to 50 times quicker than the
preceding generations of cellular
networks. Now while talking about
Pakistan, in the last three years the
telecom industry’s market size in the
country has developed to $16.9 billion after drawing $1.2bn in foreign
direct investments. Therefore, the
Ministry of Information Technology
and Telecom is planning to launch 5G
technology in 2023. The ministry revealed that the target has also been
greeted by foreign investors as well.
Recently while giving a presentation
on the sector’s performance to Prime
Minister Imran Khan, the ministry
has categorically said that in order
to meet the future necessities of digitisation across the country and the
commencement of future technological requirements such as 5G, projects
have been launched for “deep fiberisation’ by the Universal Service Fund
(USF) to enlarge the telecom services
and internet even in distant and backward areas of Pakistan. For this very
purpose, during the period 2018-22
more than 10,000 km optical fibre
cable will be laid across the country
for provision of high speed internet
to 1,175 towns and the union coun-

cils. The ministry further explained
that USF projects have sheltered over
1,800km of unse¬rved road network
including highways and motorways in
Balochistan.
The importance of the deep fiberisation project is also very significant. Minister for IT and Telecom Syed Amin ul Haq stated that
the government is emphasizing on
growing exports of IT services up to
$5bn and attain this target by the end
of 2023. The government has also
pledge to ensure reasonably priced
and high speed internet to people
residing in small towns. If it is done
in the same way, there will certainly
be more opportunities of freelancing
particularly for the females living in
the remote areas. This will certainly
be the right way to promote women
empowerment. It is also pertinent to
mention that in 2020-21, the export
of IT services grew 47pc to $2.1bn.
USF has played a far-reaching role
in telecom infrastructure growth in
Pakistan which further guarantees
the future digital growth. The targets
have been attained by contracting out
43 projects amounting to Rs29bn in
unserved and underserved remote
areas. These areas also included over
65 districts in Southern Balochistan,
previous FATA and interior Sindh
while covering the populace of over
25 million. The ministry is also focusing on forthcoming spectrum auction
for AJ&K and GB in order to launch
next generation mobile services. This
step will assist to develop the telecom and broadband services in these
areas. Connectivity was being extended to secondary and remote areas;
the Pakistan Software Export Board

(PSEB) has commenced projects in
these cities and towns to expand IT
expansion focal points in the areas.
Eight software technology parks have
already been established. PSEB will
set up 32 more technology parks in
secondary and remote areas under
public- private enterprise that will
aid progress of software advancement as well as will create employment opportunities for comprehensive growth. It is also an achievement
that 40 IT companies have been listed
at the Pakistan Stock Exchange.
Apart from these initiatives, in
order to meet the challenges and necessities connected to the growth of
IT and telecom, numerous policy proposals have been taken including the
endorsement of the first ever Cyber
Security Policy for Pakistan. In this
regard, the draft of Data Protection
Bill, NITB Act, Social Media Rules,
PECI Rules, APT Rules, Personal Data
Protection Bill, Digital Pakistan Policy 2021, Pakistan Cloud First Policy
2021, Freelance Facilitation Policy,
Startup Policy, Artificial Intelligence
Policy and Block chain & Digital Ledger Policies have been concluded.
Another foremost accomplishment is
that the National Telecom Corporation (NTC) has become a lucrative entity while making a profit of Rs504m
the following year and in 2020-21 its
profit was Rs423m. the entity also
provided services to more than 450
official websites to guard them from
cyber attacks and hacking. While
moving ahead with the same spirit,
the IT industry in the country has
the ability to attain the targets while
competing with the international
markets.
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Special Report

COPAIR TEAM

AFGHANISTAN’S
NEIGHBORS
WOULD BE
PROMPTED TO
INTERVENE,
COVERTLY, TO
SAFEGUARD
THEIR GEOPOLITICAL
INTERESTS. THIS
WOULD RAISE
THE RISK OF
A REGIONAL
PROXY WAR
AND PRODUCE
DELETERIOUS
CONSEQUENCES
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Afghanistan and America’s
Future Role in the World
ver the last days, we have been absorbed over the rapidly unfolding
story and images coming out of
Afghanistan which may have taken many by surprise. The US withdrawal from Afghanistan will have impact
on its future role in the world. To discuss the
future role of the US in the world, the Center
of Pakistan and International Relations(COPAIR) organized a webinar in which Milton
Bearden was distinguished speaker who
is the former Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) Station Chief in Pakistan from 1986 to
1989 and who played a role in managing the
Agency’s provision of arms, intelligence, and
training which in turn provided the Afghan
mujahedeen fighting occupying Soviet forces. During his career with the CIA, he was
Station Chief in Pakistan, Nigeria, Sudan,
and Germany. Milt Bearden retired from
the Central Intelligence Agency in 1994, after thirty years in the CIA’s clandestine services. During a career that tracked the Cold
War from the overthrow of Nikita Khrushchev and the detonation of the first Chinese
atomic bomb in the mid-1960’s, through the
hauling down of the hammer and sickle over
the Kremlin and the reunification of Germany in the 1990’s, Mr. Bearden rose through
the ranks to become one of CIA’s most senior
officers.
Importantly Milton Bearden started
with giving an interesting background to
how Osama bin Laden found himself in Afghanistan. In the words of Milton Bearden,
“The back story to how Osama bin Laden
ended up in Afghanistan is another interesting one. In 1991 he was kicked out of Saudi
Arabia so he went to the Sudan. Sudan was
then under sanctions by the U.S and was a
designated state sponsor of terrorism. The
Sudanese were desperate to get out from
the sanctions list. So I traveled to Sudan in
October 1995 and told both the then President and Spiritual Leader of Sudan Hassan-al-Turbi that if they wanted to improve

their relations with the U.S. the first step
would be to get rid of Osama bin laden.
The Sudanese came to us later and said
‘okay we’ll send him back to Saudi Arabia’
but the Saudis said ‘no way we have no interest in this guy coming back.’ The Sudanese then said ‘okay we’ll give him to you
Americans’ and we said ‘no we have nothing
at this point and we could not convict him so
we don’t want him.’ Then the Sudanese said
‘okay we’ll keep him here and keep a tight
leash on him’ but we said ‘no you got to get
rid of him.’ Then the Sudanese came back
again and said ‘how about Osama bin Laden
goes to Somalia given that Osama bin Laden
wanted to go to Somalia’ and we said ‘no he’s
not going to Somalia.’
The Sudanese then finally came to us
and said ‘okay how about Afghanistan?’ and
we said ‘My god that’s a far-away place. Let
him go there. What kind of trouble can he
get in there?’ Thus Osama bin laden moves
to Afghanistan that was before the Taliban
came in so the next thing we end up is with
jets flying into the world trade center and so

Special Report
at this point the United States had to respond and it had to go
into Afghanistan with a major invasion. As I mentioned at the
outset that the Taliban reached out to me and said ‘it doesn’t
have to be this way, you just come get Osama bin Laden and
let’s get rid of this issue now.’ We didn’t have any interest in
doing that because we wanted to go to war.
Milton further presented an earlier historical perspective, and argued that in 1979 the Soviet Union had wrongly
assessed that Jimmy Carter was a weak President and that the
Soviets would invade Afghanistan and face no problem. The Soviets took over Kabul very quickly as past invaders had done,
including Alexander, Chengaz Khan and the British. But things
become complicated later on. Jimmy Carter issued a Presidential directive to the CIA to supply lethal weapon system to the
Afghan Mujahideen to resist Soviet invaders in Afghanistan.
He dispatched Zbigniew Brzezinski to Pakistan because anybody who can look into the map understands that the only way
Americans can do anything to the Soviets was by working with
Pakistan. Brzezinski met with then President General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq. “For the first four five years,” Milton continued
his historical account, “the strategy was to bleed the Soviets
the way they had bled [the United States] in Vietnam.” Later, at
the certain point in 1985, the then CIA Director and President
Regan decided to win the war.
Milton argued that the decision was made by Washington to supply the Afghan Mujahideen with the US-made stinger
missile in the summer of 1986. In August 1986, with a stroke of
luck, a 100mm shot of rocket that hit Soviet ammunition cargo
outside Kabul. It was a major setback for the Soviets. A month
later, in Jalalabad, a Soviet helicopter was coming in and Afghan gunners took down 3 of them in rapid succession with
US stinger missiles. That moment, September 26, 1989, proved
to be a turning point in the war. By 1988, serious negotiation
began between the Soviets and the US took place in Geneva,
where the Soviets had declared that the war was over and that
they would leave in nine months—which they did.
Milton identified a blunder here on part of the US. As the
Soviets left, the US turned its back in Afghanistan and Pakistan
and walked away altogether without a major after-care program. As a result, an internecine conflict broke out very rapidly
among the different Afghan fictions. The civil war continued
until the 9/11 happened.
Milton noted that everything had changed after 20 years.
Afghanistan, Pakistan and the US are no longer the same. Even
the Taliban have changed. Taliban soldiers now use iPhones,
they all are on the internet. They have become pragmatic.
About the future of Afghanistan, Milton saw a treasure
trove in Afghanistan, gold copper mine, trillion dollars assets

under the Afghan soil. Then China, which is engaged in the Belt
and Road initiative, which comes through Pakistan, has ambition with regard to these minerals. He said, so, there is going to
be either a great power competition or cooperation.
Milton also expects that America might still stay engaged
with the Taliban. About the mineral resources in Afghanistan
the Taliban might want the US to involve alongside China and
Russia.
Ambassador (R) Khalid Mehmood (Chairman - COPAIR &
Former Ambassador of Pakistan to Iraq, Iran, China, and Saudi
Arabia) offered his closing remarks on the discussion. He was
of the view that Pakistan’s vital interests related to its security and economy were involved in Afghanistan. He noted that
discussants questioned Pakistan’s security policies and choices
regarding Afghanistan, but the jury is still out whether Islamabad made the right choices. Pakistan would like to have peace
on its borders. He pointed out that India had used its presence
in Afghanistan through its embassy and consulates network to
try and foment terrorism and instability in Pakistan.
Speaking of the future, he said that the U.S. cannot be expected to leave this region, which has had a vital place for the
US in terms of keeping a close watch on China, Russia, Central
Asia, mineral riches in Afghanistan, and due to nuclear assets
of Pakistan. In order to regain its preeminence and influence in
Afghanistan, the US, in Ambassador Mehmood’s view, needs to
work on six areas:
• One, it needs to show greater sensitivity to the local culture, for instance the Jirga system in Afghanistan.
• Two, it needs to avoid big power confrontation and
work for healthy competition and cooperation with other major powers.
• Three, it needs to focus on geo-economics and connectivity instead of military alliances through security
prism. For instance, the U.S.-led
Build Back Better World (B3W) is a
right approach against China’s Belt
and Road Initiative.
• Four, the U.S. needs to emphasize multilateralism, instead of
taking actions unilaterally, without
taking into confidence its allies.
• Fifth, it needs to avoid double standards. If it raises its voice
against China’s treatment of its
Xinjiang Muslims, the U.S. should at
the same time criticize India’s human rights violations in its illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir and
Israel’s human rights violations in
Palestine.
• Sixth and lastly, the U.S.
should eschew blame game in its
failures in Afghanistan, and instead
work with regional countries for
reconstruction, rehabilitation, and
development of the war-torn country.
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30th Anniversary of Independence Day of the Kyrgyz Republic

Ambassador Ulanbek Totuiaev expresses resolve
to further deepen Kyrgyz-Pakistan cooperation
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Dubai Expo 2020
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PM Imran Khan attends the 20th SCO-CHS meeting in Dushanbe

PM Imran Khan, Tajik counterpart discuss Afghanistan
situation, matters of mutual interests
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Ms. Amna Malik, President of Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), holds a
meeting with Managing Director Aamir Manzoor, Pakistan Television Corp Ltd to discuss the
collaboration prospects between COPAIR and PTV

Ms. Amna Malik, President of Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), attends
Business Summit in Islamabad
52 | Melange October 2021

Random Clicks

Turkmenistan’s Embassy in Pakistan Celebrates
Independence Anniversary
Amb. Movlamov Atajan expresses determination to further expand
economic ties with Pakistan
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UNGA, PM call for global efforts to avert plausible humanitarian
crisis in Afghanistan
Warning of a looming humanitarian crisis, Prime Minister
Imran Khan Friday said a “destabilized, chaotic Afghanistan”
could again emerge as a safe haven for international terrorists and urged the world for measures to strengthen its
government for the “people of Afghanistan.”Addressing the
76th session of the United Nations General Assembly, the
Prime Minister said a huge humanitarian crisis was looming
ahead which could have serious repercussions not just for
the neighbors of Afghanistan but everywhere. “This is a critical time for Afghanistan … You cannot waste time. Help is
needed there. Humanitarian assistance has to be given there
immediately,” Prime Minister Imran Khan told the gathering
of leaders.Pakistan has repeatedly sought the attention of
the world community towards the plight of the Afghan people who after decades of war and strife need help to live in
peace with adequate food, shelter and medicine.

FM hold talks with UN Secretary General, President of UNGA
Islamabad: Foreign Minister
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Qureshi met UN Secretary
General António Guterres at
the UN Headquarters in New
York. The Foreign Minister
briefed the UN Secretary General on the grave situation
in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK)
and presented a Dossier containing details of the gross,
systematic and widespread
human rights violations; war
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocidal acts be-

ing perpetrated by Indian occupation
forces; and illegal attempts to change
the demographic structure of IIOJK in
violation of UN Security Council resolutions and international law. With
regard to the situation in Afghanistan,
Foreign Minister Qureshi urged positive engagement and requisite action
by the international community to
provide humanitarian assistance and
financial support to Afghan people in
order to promote peace and stability
in the country. The Foreign Minister
welcomed the High-Level Ministerial
meeting on the humanitarian situation

Qatar, Pakistan reaffirms commitment for peaceful, secure and
stable Afghanistan
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Qatar Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani
met Prime Minister Imran Khan During
the meeting, the situation in Afghanistan and bilateral ties between Pakistan and Qatar came under discussion.
On the occasion, PM Imran Khan has
urged the international community
to stand in solidarity with the Afghan
people, engage positively, and create
incentives to ensure sustainable peace,
stability and economic development in

Afghanistan.The premier stated it is vital
to stabilise the security situation, prevent a humanitarian
crisis, and stabilize
the economy. He said
Pakistan has and will
continue to play its
role for the economic
uplift, humanitarian
relief, and assistance
to Afghanistan.

Pak, UK FMs say two states ‘share interest’ in stable Afghanistan
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Islamabad: Kingdom on Friday said that the two countries
“shared interest” in a peaceful and stable Afghanistan.The
Afghan situation was on top of the agenda during the maiden
visit by British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab to Islamabad
where he held formal talks with his Pakistani counterpart
Shah Mahmood Qureshi. He also called on Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

Pakistan Provides Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan
The Pak-Afghan Cooperation Forum (PACF), on behalf of the Pakistan government, on Sunday dispatched 17 trucks loaded with 300
tonnes of edibles to Afghanistan as humanitarian aid, including 65
tonnes of sugar, three tonnes of pulses, 190 tonnes of flour, 11 tonnes
of cooking oil and 31 tonnes of rice.Briefing the media at the Torkham
border, PACF Chairman Habibullah Khan Khattak said: “Afghans are
our Muslim brothers and neighbours and we have centuries-old relations with them.”He stated that the 40-year-long war in Afghanistan
ruined the economy, agriculture and administrative infrastructure of
the country and the sudden withdrawal of international aid agencies
put the entire population at risk.

Italy lauds Pakistan’s effort for Afghan, regional peace
PAKISTAN: Italian Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio has expressed gratitude towards Pakistan for supporting Italy’s evacuation efforts in Afghanistan and noted the role
played by the country for peace and stability in the region,
the Foreign Office said in a statement.The Italian foreign
minister arrived in Islamabad on a two-day official visit to
hold talks with the country’s leadership on the Afghanistan situation following the takeover by the Taliban. In a
meeting with his Pakistani counterpart Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, Maio observed Islamabad’s efforts for regional
peace and stability Qureshi underlined the importance
of supporting the Afghan people, stabilising security situation in Afghanistan, preserving peace, and preventing
any mass exodus of Afghans as refugees.He underscored
the need for the international community to enhance engagement with Afghanistan with positive messaging and
through constructive actions, the FO said.

Spanish FM, PM discuss bilateral ties, avenues for cooperation
Foreign Minister of Spain, Jose Manuel Albares Bueno, called on Prime
Minister Imran Khan today. The Prime Minister underlined the importance of a secure, stable and peaceful Afghanistan for Pakistan
and the region. The Prime Minister added that the changed reality in
Afghanistan required a change in the world community’s outlook as
well. He stressed that the well-being of the Afghan people had to be the
utmost priority. The Prime Minister added that urgent measures were
required to address the humanitarian needs of the Afghan people and
to ensure economic stability of the country. The Prime Minister called
for positive engagement of the international community to ensure the
security situation in Afghanistan was stabilized, peace was preserved,
and any mass exodus was precluded. Foreign Minister Albares lauded
Pakistan’s efforts to facilitate the evacuation of nationals and personnel of diplomatic missions and international organizations. The Prime
Minister assured Pakistan’s continued support in this regard. On the
bilateral plane, the Prime Minister hoped that Pakistan-Spain relations
would continue to be strengthened in all fields. The Prime Minister
also lauded the positive role of Pakistani diaspora in Spain. This year
marks the 70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and Spain and both sides would commemorate this
milestone through specific events.
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Director CIA, USA called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) & DG ISI, ISPR
Rawalpindi : Mr William Joseph Burns, Director Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), USA called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) & Lieutenant General Faiz Hamid, Director General Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI).During the meeting, matters of
mutual interest, regional security situation and current situation
in Afghanistan were discussed. It was reiterated that Pakistan remains committed to cooperate with its international partners for
peace in the region and ensuring a stable and prosperous future for
Afghan people. The visiting dignitary appreciated Pakistan’s role in
Afghan situation including successful evacuation operations,

Pak Army troops participate in UN’s ‘Shared Destiny-2021’ drill
RAWALPINDI: The Pakistan Army troops have participated in the multinational UN Peacekeeping Exercise ‘Shared Destiny-2021’ conducted at Queshan Training Base of Chinese People’s Liberation Army.The
troops from Pakistan, China, Mongolia and Thailand participated in
the multinational event, said an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR)
news release here received. The exercise focused on training for operations executed by UN peacekeepers in different missions.
All the participants greatly appreciated the participation of Pakistani
contingent, their level of expertise and Pakistan’s continued large scale
contribution to UN peacekeeping operations

Naval Chief attends 24th international Sea Power Symposium in USA
Islamabad: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi was on an official visit to USA to attend 24th International Sea Power Symposium 2021. During the visit, the
Naval Chief also had one-on-one meeting with Naval leadership
of various countries. The International Sea Power Symposium
is organized biennially at USA Naval War College Newport. The
Forum offers a unique opportunity for the world’s maritime
leaders to discuss common maritime challenges and promote/
enhance international maritime security cooperation. This year
the theme for the symposium was ‘Strength in Unity’ and delegations of over 80 countries including naval & coast guard leaders attended the conference.

Need for further collaboration between two brotherly nations:
Yemeni Ambassador
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Islamabad, Mohammed Motahar Alashabi, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Yemen to the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan called on Prof. Dr. Muhammad T. Afzal, Rector, COMSATS
University Islamabad to discuss enhanced academic cooperation and
research exchanges between Yemen and COMSATS University. He was
accompanied by Dr. Abdul Rahman Al-Salehi, Educational and Cultural
Attaché, Embassy of Yemen in Islamabad.
During the meeting, the Yemeni Ambassador iterated the cordial relations between Pakistan and Yemen, particularly in education and scientific research and emphasized on enhancing collaboration between
the universities of the two brotherly nations.

Handing over ceremony of two PN tugs for Pakistan Navy held
at PN dockyard
Karachi: Handing over ceremony of 2 x Tugs built for Pakistan Navy
was held at PN Dockyard on 21 September, 2021. Vice Admiral Naveed
Ashraf Commander Pakistan Fleet, graced the occasion as Chief Guest.
The ceremony was attended by high ranking officials from Pakistan
Navy and engineers/ workers of KS&EW.The Tugs has a length of 25
m with a displacement of 250 tons. It has maximum speed of 12 knots
and is propelled by two diesel engines having azimuth drive propulsion system with automated integrated machinery and tug handling
system. These tugs are equipped with two diesel generators, a diesel
driven fire pump, navigational radar, firefighting system, deck crane,
sewerage treatment plant and towing arrangements.

German Foreign Minister visits Pakistan, hold meetings with counterpart, PM
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi met with Foreign
Minister of Germany Heiko Maas today. The two sides exchanged views
on the latest developments in Afghanistan as well as bilateral relations.
Noting the strong momentum in Pakistan-Germany relations, Foreign
Minister Qureshi recalled the two visits by the Foreign Ministers in April
2021, their telephonic conversation of 21 August, and other high-level exchanges. The Foreign Minister shared Pakistan’s perspective on evolving
situation in Afghanistan. He stated that for Pakistan, the immediate neighbor who has suffered for 40 years from conflict and instability next door, a
peaceful and stable Afghanistan was of vital importance.

Pak Army troops participate in Multinational Exercise Bright Star 2021
Multinational Exercise Bright Star 2021 conducted at Mohamed Naguib Military Base, Egypt with 20 participant countries including Egypt, United States, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Cyprus, Iraq, Bahrain, Sudan, Morocco, Kenya, Italy, Spain,
United Kingdom, Greece, Kuwait, UAE, Tunisia, Nigeria, Tanzania and France. Pakistan contingent comprising Army, Navy
and Pak Air Force troops participated for the first time since
2009. Closing ceremony of the exercise was held at Mohamed
Naguib Military Base. Lieutenant General Moazzam Ejaz, Engineer-in-Chief, attended the closing ceremony of the exercise.
Egyptian Minister of Defence and commander-in-Chief, General Mohamed Zaki and military officials from 20 countries
including USCENTCOM witnessed final phase of joint training
that included live fire of different weapons including aircrafts,
helicopters and tanks.

Dutch FM Sigrid Kaag holds delegation-level talks with Pakistani high-ups
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands Ms Sigrid Kaag will visit
Islamabad today to hold meeting with her Pakistani counterpart Foreign
Minister Mr Shah Mehmood Qureshi. According to a press release from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Minister of The Netherlands,
Ms. Sigrid Kaag, will visit Pakistan today.
The Foreign Ministers of Pakistan and Netherlands will exchange views
on the evolving situation in Afghanistan. The talks will also cover bilateral matters. Both leaders will discuss longstanding bilateral and economic
relations between Pakistan and the Netherlands, and the situation in Afghanistan. The Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs will also discuss what
needs to be done in order to bring to the Netherlands the Dutch nationals
and eligible Afghans who have not yet been evacuated from Afghanistan.
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Cuisine

TRADITIONAL
CUISINES OF
GILGIT-BALTISTAN

Berckuzh/Chapshuro

Chapshuro is one of the most delicious dishes of Gilgit-Baltistan. It is the
Gilgit Baltistan version of pizza. Chapshuro is a bread filled with a mixture
of chopped Beef/Yalk meat,
onion, and other spices. Chapshuro is filled with chopped meat (lamb,
beef), onions, chile peppers, tomato and fresh coriander leaves. They are
baked on medium heat on for 15 minutes, until golden brown.

Balay (Noodle Soup w/Goat Meat)

Being a cold mountainous region, there are few things more warming
and satisfying when it’s cold outside, than soup. And soup in Baltistan
in not a watery affair, but rather the balay as it’s known, is thick and
hearty and eats almost like a gravy. Along with the goat meat broth
that formed the flavor and base, there were hearty gummy textured
noodles and smalls bits of meat mixed within. It was a great way to
begin our traditional Baltistan food meal in Skardu.

Potato Stew (w/Goat Meat)

This is a curry in that the ingredients are fried to make a heavily spiced
sauce before adding water, but then it is served as a very thick stew.
It is full of large chunks of goat meat, potatoes, and a seasoning blend
much more spicy than what we saw in more traditional food of GilgitBaltistan.

Harissa

Harissa is one of the acclaimed dishes of Gilgit-Baltistan. The dish
is prepared by wheat, boiled meat, and nearby oil, sometimes they
use butter as an oil and sometimes they use dry apricot seeds as an
oil with Harissa. The dish is exceptional regarding taste, simple to
process and solid in the handling of proteins. this dish is served on
the extraordinary event including wedding functions.
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Cuisine
Shopan

Shopan is a tasty food item in this region. The key
ingredients required for this dish include the stomach
of sheep/goat or minced meat along with flour, salt,
red chili, coriander, onion, mint, water, salt, and oil.
Meat is usually marinated with vinegar or lemon juice
so that the smell goes out from it. It is served with rice
or wheat bread.

Diram Fitti

Diram fitti is one of the perfect choices of food for
these people Diram Fitti is an exceptional breakfast
item. It is the bread that is made from sprouted wheat
flour which provides the natural sweetness to it. This
dish is served by adding butter, almond or apricot oil.
Diram fiti is backed on special occasions like weddings
and other celebrations. It is a highly energetic food.
People of the region eat this in breakfast to fulfill their
energy requirements because they have to work in
the fields.

Tumuro Tea

Marzan(Buckwheatwith Apricot
Oil)

Soaking in water before being milled, the wheat grains
take about two weeks before they are ready to be
ground. This gives the flour a sweeter taste, and this
is a great food to have in the middle of winter when
the weather is extremely cold outside. A bowl of pure
apricot oil is served on a small mound of Marzan,
gooey, but slightly dry wheat dough. The consistency of
the wheat is very similar to how it looks, almost like
dumpling or cookie dough.

Buttering Daudo

Buttering Daudo is a traditional apricot soup that is
made primarily in the winter season. Dried apricots
are used to prepare this soup with other ingredients
including sugar, water, and lemon. Mamto is a delicious
dish. You can also call it Gilgit-Baltistan samosa. The
only difference is that it is not fried in ghee or oil but
cooked on steam. Called the “Dumpling of the North”,
this dish belongs to China which was later adopted by
the people here and today it is the famous “Khaba” of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Tumuro is a wild aromatic plant that is found in
the high mountains nearby Nagar valley. The tea of
the tumoro is prepared by boiling it with water at
medium heat. It is boiled for a few minutes in order
to get the essence from the leaves and then strain it
before serving. This tea provides a lot of benefits to
the human body like it gives relief from headaches,
tranquil the nerves and soothe the sore throats.
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Sports

Haider Ali makes history by winning Pakistan’s first-ever
gold medal at Tokyo Paralympics
thlete Haider Ali made history
winning a gold medal in the
discus throw competition at
the Tokyo 2020 Paralympics
Games, becoming the first
Pakistani to do so.Ali achieved a 55.26
metre throw at his fifth attempt out of
a total of six to score the best distance
— almost 3m longer than Ukraine’s
Mykola Zhabnyak who scored 52.43m
to come in second place, , according to
Radio Pakistan.Brazilian Joao Victor
Teixeira de Souza Silva won bronze
with a throw of 51.86m.

Pakistan Army
wins Bronze
Medal in 58th
World Military
akistan Army has won Bronze
Medal in the 58th World Military Boxing Championship
held at Moscow, Russia. Sepoy
Bilawal Zia of Pakistan Army clinched
bronze medal at world military boxing
championship, said an Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR) news release
here received.

Pakistan’s Inam Butt wins gold in beach wrestling
akistan’s most celebrated wrestler Inam
Butt added another
feather to his cap
when he won the
gold medal in the third tournament of Beach Wrestling World
Series 2021 in Greece.
This was the second consecutive gold medal for Butt
in this year’s Beach Wrestling
World Series. He had earlier
won the second tournament
in Rome as well. Butt, who
downed Romania’s Mihai
Nicolae Palaghia in the quarter-final and Ukraine’s Oleksii
Yakavochuk in the semi-final,
defeated Azerbaijan’s Ibrahim
Yusubov in the final to win the
gold medal in the 90kg weight
category.
The fight was 2-2 in the
allocated time but Butt was
declared the winner as he had
secured the final point in the
fight. Butt’s teammate Zaman
Anwar also won the bronze
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medal in the 90+kg weight category after beating Ukraine’s
Ivan Malin.
Butt termed the occasion a
great day for Pakistan sports
and dedicated the medal to
nuclear scientist Dr Abdul
Qadeer Khan and wrestler
Zubair Aslam — who was
known as Jhara Pehlwan.
“It’s a great achievement for
us and I thank everyone who
has been supporting us. We
will continue to make Pakistan
proud,” Inam said in a video
message.
“I dedicate this win to Jhara
Pehlwan as today is his death
anniversary and our hero Dr
AQ Khan,” he added. He had
qualified for the semi-final
after knocking out Turkish
Karadeniz Omer Faruk in the
quarter-finals.
He had advanced to quarter-finals by defeating the Greek
wrestler Georgios Tsaknakis in
the second match of the game.

