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he ‘Big Story’ of the 
September issue of the 
Melange International 
Magazine authored by 

the Editor-in-Chief Amna Malik 
addresses Pakistan’s pivot from 
‘geopolitics’  to ‘geo-economics’. 
The article is a timely analysis 
into the effectiveness of Paki-
stan’s geo-economics vision and 
traces how Pakistan’s Central 
Asia Vision and Look Africa pol-
icy would serve to achieve short , 
medium and long-term national 
interest goals of Pakistan. In ad-
dition, this volume cover issues 
related to Kashmir, foreign af-
fairs,  global politics,  economic 
and security dynamics of South 
Asia. 

From Pakistan’s lens, sit-
ting at the crossroads of South, 
Central,  and West Asia makes 
it one of the key actors in the 
realm of regional multilateral 
affairs.  To take full  advantage of 
its geographic presence, Paki-
stan aims to shift its focus from 
geo-politics to geo-economics 
through interest maximization 
based on enhancing connec-
tivity and paving the path for 
all-encompassing development. 
The reflection of the envisioned 
economic policy of inclusive 
growth and development can 
be witnessed in Pakistan’s civil , 
military leadership’s initiatives 
toward non- non-confrontation-
al neighborhood policy. Nor-
malization of ties with India is 
one major step towards realiz-
ing the shift from geopolitics to 
geo-economics.

 Khalid Latif ,  Editor of 
the Melange International Mag-
azine addresses the synthetic 

account of cyber warfare and 
highlights associated threats 
and challenges. The commen-
tary examines how nation states 
might use cyberspace to shape 
opinion of their civilian pop-
ulations or that of others and 
how adversaries might attempt 
to do the same. The author rec-
ognizes that cyber warfare is 
discussed through primarily 
financial or military perspec-
tives, however, the “spooky” as-
pects of cyber warfare such as 
perception management aspects 
of cyber warfare are not much 
addressed. The global elite and 
even America’s own national 
elite are experts at mischarac-
terizing, fabricating, omitting 
and trivializing issues. We’ve 
entered the age of the Sound 
Byte where people are no longer 
educated nor interested in edu-
cation. They’re constrained by 
time and thus settle for whatev-
er the media dishes out .  

 Rear Admiral (R) Saleem 
Akhtar’s article on “Pakistan 
and the Blue Economy – Chal-
lenges & prospects” highlights 
Pakistan’s efforts towards sus-
tainable blue-economy. It fur-
ther reflects on global trends 
that demands a shift from a 
brown economy to “blue econ-
omy”. In this regard, CPEC pro-
vides an excellent opportunity 
for strengthening of maritime 
sector and full utilization of all 
imperatives of Blue economy. In 
another piece on “Kashmir un-
der siege”  Syed Mushahid Naqvi 
highlighted the Indian flagrant 
violations of human rights led to 
the Indian Illegally annexation 
of Jammu & Kashmir after the 

revocation of article 370 and 35 
(A) of the Indian constitution . 
His piece also traces the impli-
cations of India’s abrogation of 
article 370 and 375 (A) illegal 
action on the Pakistan-India re-
lations and regional security. 

 This edition provides di-
verse views, perspectives and 
recommendations on a range 
of issues related to foreign af-
fairs and global politics such as  
Ramzy Baroud’s ‘US Foreign Pol-
icy Adrift:  Why Washington is No 
Longer Calling the Shots,’  Yousef 
Aljamal’s analysis on ‘Humani-
tarian Crisis in Palestine’,   Zee-
shan Shoukat’s article titled, ‘Is-
raeli Interests Vis-à-Vis Kurdish 
Region’ Faraz Naqvi’s analysis 
on  “Pakistan-Iraq Ties: From 
Historical Irritants to Present 
Opportunities’ and Furkan Halit 
Yolcu’s article on ‘Turkey’s UAV 
Breakthrough Creates Another 
Path to MENA.’ 

 Sobia Khursheed in her 
article “Hindutva: Religious 
Fascism in India and its impact 
on region” examines religious 
fascism in India and its impli-
cations. Saima Zaman contextu-
alizes Pakistan’s vision to pro-
mote tourism and its impact on 
Pakistan’s economy. Lastly,  Ales-
sandra Casareggio’s piece on 
“The Gamesmanship of Straits 
in Global Politics” presents in-
sightful analysis on the impact 
that narrow sea straits have on 
international politics and econ-
omy.

 Finally,  this issue de-
livers an impartial analysis in 
contributing to the reader’s un-
derstanding of developments of 
global politics.  

Note:  
All advertisements and articles are published in good faith. The publishers are not responsible for any inconvenience 

or disappointment caused to anyone due to any advertisement or article.
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Amna Malik

Author is the 
Editor-in-Chief of 

Melange International 
Mélange, 

The Asian Telegraph, 
and President of The 

Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations 

(COPAIR)

Pakistan’s Geo-Economic Vision

he global economic landscape 
has undergone profound chang-
es since the end of the Cold War. 
This successive transition posed 

heinous challenges; simultaneously it of-
fered opportunities to the states around 
the world to refurbish policies aligned 
with their interests. Notwithstanding the 
concurrence of the US-led global order, 
the rise of China has revamped the dy-
namics in favor of states that are eager 
to abandon the conformist security para-
digm and want to restructure imperatives 
of security, progress, and development.

In Pakistan’s context, the fallouts 
of unipolar world order coupled with do-
mestic political and economic constraints 
beleaguered Pakistan. In the first decade 
of the 21st century, Pakistan’s foreign pol-
icy apparatus driven through the securi-
ty-oriented calculus as Pakistan remain 
the coalition partner and front line state 
in the global ‘War on Terror’ thus contin-
ue applying the same security parameters 
to design its foreign policy vis-a-vis imme-
diate neighbors and other regional states.

Nevertheless, China’s BRI initiative 
of revitalizing the ancient Silk Road route 
put the economy at center stage and the 
helm of regional geopolitics start revolving 
around this mega Beijing-led initiative. Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) - a 
pilot project set the platform for Pakistan to 
redefine its preferences from security-driv-
en ambitions to economic-led policies.

The rhetoric of shift in the foreign 
policy became eminently visible during the 
government of PTI that decisively opted 
economy as vertex point of Pakistan’s en-

visioned path of progress and prosperity 
for the foreseeable future. In an account of 
this, the idea of human security echoes a 
shift from a state-centric security paradigm 
to social welfare. Human security has sev-
eral dimensions, including water security, 
food security, community security, health 
security, environmental security respec-
tively. Pakistan’s shift has pivoted around 
the country becoming a regional hub of 
economic connectivity in South Asia and is 
driven by the “sincere desire to re-cast Pa-
kistan’s image as a peace-loving and useful 
member of the international community.”

Henceforth, the stakeholders, pol-
icymakers are determined to ensure na-
tional economic security that remains 
imperative for Pakistan’s capacity to max-
imize its defense and deterrence and to 
spend greater resources on human welfare.

 PAKISTAN AIMS 
TO SHIFT ITS 
FOCUS FROM 

GEO-POLITICS TO 
GEO-ECONOMICS 

THROUGH 
INTEREST 

MAXIMIZATION 
BASED ON 

ENHANCING 
CONNECTIVITY 

AND PAVING THE 
PATH FOR ALL-
ENCOMPASSING 
DEVELOPMENT

Geo-Economics in Retrospect
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Pakistan’s Geo Economic Vision: 
Pakistan’s geo-economic vision is 

predominantly based on the following 
basic principles that aim to change the 
narrative of geo-political contestation 
to geo-economic:

• Durable peace at the domestic 
and regional level is the prerequisite for 
the promotion of the economic vision of 
Pakistan. 

• Pursuing non-interventionist 
policy in the domestic affairs of neigh-
boring states and also playing a con-
structive role in crisis mitigation.

• Geographical diversification by 
boosting intra-regional trade and con-
nectivity and ensure positive-sum gains 
for all the engaging actors.

• Provision of viable environ-
ment for the Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI), multilateral trading activities.

• Promote the indigenous “Made 
in policy” by shifting from the trad-
ers-based to the industrial-led econo-
my. 

• Products diversification- mak-
ing a shift from lower value-added prod-
ucts to higher value-added products 
aligned with emerging market trends of 
the development.

• To pursue an economic diplo-
macy strategy under the inclusive se-
curity framework to increase Pakistan’s 
economic footprint globally.

Effectiveness of Geo-Economic 
Vision:

To have a critical appraisal of Pa-
kistan’s Geo-economic vision, the un-
derstanding of the global economic 
model is a prerequisite. Contemporar-
ily, redistribution in global economic 
power has given rise to a new era of 
great power competition, driven by 
great power competition between the 
US and China, instrumented by eco-
nomic tools to achieve strategic objec-
tives. This increased convergence of 
economic and security thinking and 
strategies to change into a noteworthy 
reformation of the global economic re-
gime that governs international trade 
and investment. In addition to that in 
the new geo-economics world order, the 
balance and relationship between eco-
nomics and security have also altered 
with a greater focus on relative eco-
nomic gains given their implications for 
security; and extended apprehension 
over the security vulnerability posed by 
interdependence of undermining state 

control, self-sufficiency and resilience. 
On a broader canvas, the Chinese model 
of economic development (BRI) has at-
tained resounding success and to an ex-
tent, Pakistan’s economic endeavors are 
converging with this [vary] project that 
has its outreach from Asia to Europe 
and Middle to Africa. Thus there is a 
clear preference of “economy” as modus 
operandi of diplomatic deliberations at 
inters- state level.

From Pakistan’s lens, sitting at the 
crossroads of South, Central, and West 
Asia makes it one of the key actors in the 
realm of regional multilateral affairs. To 

take full advantage of its geographic 
presence, Pakistan aims to shift its fo-
cus from geo-politics to geo-economics 
through interest maximization based 
on enhancing connectivity and paving 
the path for all-encompassing develop-
ment.

The reflection of the envisioned 

economic policy of inclusive growth and 
development can be witnessed in Paki-
stan’s civil, military leadership’s initia-
tives toward non- non-confrontational 
neighborhood policy. Normalization 
of ties with India is one major step to-
wards realizing the shift from geopoli-
tics to geo-economics.

“Pakistan’s Vision Central Asia”
Under the Umbrella of BRI, Chi-

na desires to establish an economic 
corridor through linking Central and 
South Asia, assisting states in the region 
transform from “land-locked” (CARs) to 
“land-connected,” and collectively de-
velop an international transport route 
connecting Europe with Asia and con-
necting the North with the South. This 
particular Beijing’s plan largely lies 
on the flagship project - CPEC which 
means Pakistan becomes a vertex point 
in shaping up regional economic archi-
tecture. As Pakistan already offered its 
infrastructure for better connectivity 
of Central and South Asia, in particular, 
cooperation between Gwadar and other 
ports in the regions would raise impe-
tus for the shortest and most econom-
ical sea route for cost-effective transit 
trade.

During the visit to Uzbekistan, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan underlined 
the five pillars of Pakistan’s “Vision Cen-
tral Asia.” Under this policy, Pakistan 
aims at an enhanced, tangible, effective, 
result-oriented, and long-term sustain-
able engagement with Central Asian 
countries by forging strategic partner-

“Emboldened by the nation-
al progress, prosperity, and 

sovereignty, the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan recently unveiled 

a comprehensive National 
Security Framework incorpo-
rating both the traditional and 

non-traditional facets of na-
tional security with economic 
security. This envisioned plan 
aims at the acting as a pivot in 

the region with a focus on shift-
ing Pakistan’s synergies from 

hard power to geo-economics”
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ships. The policy has five pillars: polit-
ical; trade & investment; energy & con-
nectivity; security and defense; and P2P 
exchanges.

It is pertinent to mention that Pa-
kistan has already initiated an inclusive 
framework of deepening trade ties with 
Uzbekistan. The core reason for eco-
nomic diplomacy with Uzbekistan is sig-
nificant because it is the gateway to im-
portant Central Asian Republics, more 
importantly, it also provides access for 
the Russian federation. It has shown 
readiness to sign the free trade agree-
ment (FTA) during the visit of the Prime 
Minister. Under the FTA, Pakistan will 
get duty relief on its over 100 tariff lines 
and Uzbekistan on 37 tariff lines. The 
current bilateral trade with Uzbekistan 
stands at just 37 million dollars, which 
will escalate manifold once the FTA with 
Uzbekistan is signed. The total trade of 
Uzbekistan with the world stands at 
$30 billion out of which its exports are 
at $11 billion and imports stand at $19 
billion.

Pakistan also vows to complete 
outstanding projects. For instance, The 
CASA-1000 project is a 1,270km pow-
er transmission line that is expected to 
export excess hydropower generated in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to Pakistan 
through Afghanistan. The project would 
support the economic integration of the 
four participating countries by estab-
lishing a regional electricity connection 
and creation an integrated electricity 
market.

In addition, the other projects of 
construction of the Trans-Afghan rail-
way corridor in the future will be able 
to connect the countries of Central Asia 
with China and other major economies 
of the Asia-Pacific region. Therefore, 
Pakistan’s geo-economic vision is time-
ly aligned with regional geopolitical 
trends. It can be argued that why Paki-
stan is specifically targeting the CARs 
region? There could be several key as-
pects.

First, there are key convergences 
in the economic interests of Pakistan 
and the Central Asian states. Connectiv-
ity is our biggest asset as CARs desire 
to have access to warm waters whilst 
Pakistan tends to explore the land-
locked markets of the region. Notably, 
geographical location makes Pakistan 
the shortest, most economical, efficient, 
and easiest land connectivity route for 

Central Asia to the Arabian Sea, particu-
larly for Uzbekistan.

Second, the shared geography, 
geo-economic dynamics, and cultural 
ethos favored connectivity between the 
two regions creates a positive-sum gain 
equation for the entire region.

Third, CARs are stable and grow-
ing economies that offer huge natural 
energy resources and a market of 80 
million. Through creating greater eco-
nomic activities, cost-effective trade and 
more employment opportunities would 
turn the rhetoric of Pakistan’s regional 
economic plan into reality.

Fourth, appraisal of EU and ASE-
AN economic models suggest that their 
regional trade ratio is 85% and 65% re-
spectively. But Pakistan’s regional trade 
is confined to 5% only. Thus trade with 
CARs would assist to increase its trad-
ing ratio with the regional states and 
also its economic ambitions would at-
tain notable success.                                                           

“Pakistan’s Look Africa Policy”
 

Look Africa Policy is another key 
aspect of Pakistan’s geo-economics 
vision. This contour of foreign policy 
tends to establish economic orientated 
multi-lateral ties with the African states 
in the forthcoming years. It is pertinent 
to mention that Pak istan’s total trade 
with Africa is $3 billion as against the 
total trade volume of $3 trillion. Fur-
thermore, despite immense potential 
Pakistan’s share in total trade of African 
countries merely confined 0.3%. Thus 
to further expand the economic ties, 10 
major states out of the 54 African na-

tions selected trade promotion include 
Nigeria, Kenya, South Africa, Morocco, 
Algeria, Egypt, Sudan, Tanzania, and 
Ethiopia respectively. According to this 
outreaching initiative, Pakistan to offer 
to negotiate a Preferential Trade Agree-
ment(PTA) with three African trading 
blocs – Southern African Customs Union 
(SACU), East African Community (EAC), 
and Economic Community of West Af-
rican States that constitute (ECOWAS). 
Likewise, Pakistan also intends to ac-
cord PTA with ECOWAS, which includes 
Benin; Burkina Faso; Cabo Verde; Côte 
d’Ivoire; Gambia; Ghana; Guinea; Guin-
ea Bissau; Liberia; Mali; Niger; Nigeria; 
Senegal; Sierra Leone; and Togolese, is 
also envisioned. The value of bilateral 
trade between the countries is less than 
$100 million. As per policy, joint work-
ing groups (JWGs) on trade will be es-
tablished by the commerce ministry to 
engage major African countries to have 
regular interaction. 

One of the crucial aspects of Pa-
kistan’s economic vision, Pakistan set 
to gain from the China-Iran Strategic 
Partnership deal. The bilateral deal be-
tween Teh-
ran and Bei-
jing calls for 
up to $400 
billion in in-
v e s t m e n t s 
spread over 
25 years in 
telecommu-
n i c a t i o n s 
(5G), infra-
s t r u c t u r e , 
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banking, and free trade zones and also 
partial military cooperation, intelli-
gence sharing, and weapons design. 
Adding further, the deal is imperative as 
it would allow Pakistan to extend CPEC 
in the region. Iran’s official inclusion 
into the BRI will be crucial in the reduc-
tion of Pakistan’s energy crisis and it 
will pave the path for sustainable trade 
between the two states. In addition, the 
completion of the Iran-Pakistan (IP) 
Pipeline can now be expedited. In the 
year 2016, China Petroleum Pipeline 
Bureau (CPPB) stated its willingness 
to help complete the unexpended part 
of the IP from Gwadar to the Iranian 
border. Moreover, there are also plans 
for an LNG pipeline to China from Iran 
along the CPEC. Realization of this proj-
ect will have several advantages for all 
three countries. Additional benefits to 
Pakistan from the Iran-China deal are 
a much-needed boost to Pak-Iran trade 
— the potential of which amounts to $5 
billion. Moreover, Pakistan can benefit 
from another important component of 
the 25-year plan which is the proposed 
sharing of intelligence between Tehran 
and Beijing. Likewise, the establishment 
of economic zones alongside Pak- Iran 
borders would further increase trade 
between the two states. One of the as-
pects of the China-Iran deal is better bi-
lateral and regional involutions with all 
neighboring countries which automat-
ically highlights both Gwadar and Cha-
bahar. Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline is an 
important issue for Pakistan. Pakistan 
may be able to mature its gas pipeline 
with Iran after the deal is materialized. 

Major reforms in bureaucracy, 
taxation, sustainable infrastructure 
development, and the energy sector 
are essential to creating an invest-
ment-friendly environment for domes-
tic and foreign investors is a fundamen-
tal imperative for turning the economic 
vision rhetoric into reality.

• There must be a shift from the 
current short-term focus of the econom-
ic stability program towards a credible 
long-term strategy – that may require 
some bridge financing to stabilize long-
term economic growth.

• Pakistani diaspora is one of the 
most crucial aspects of promoting the 
geo-economic vision of Pakistan. Stake-
holders should get the Pakistani diaspo-
ra onboard and encourage their involve-
ment in the economy.

• Realizing the geo-economics 
paradigm also depends on the continu-
ity and transparency of political institu-
tions and strict practice of the separa-
tion of powers.

• Extremist tendencies should be 
mitigated through a chain of reforms in 
society overall. A progressive, tolerant 
and civilized societal behavior can lead 
the country towards sustainable eco-
nomic development.

• Re-energising Afghan-Pakistan 
Transit Trade Agreement and also pro-
viding access to Afghanistan to export 
her goods to India.

• Improving economic and trade 
environment along Pak-Afghan border 
by establishing border markets and de-
velopment of infrastructure.

• Being part of energy and trade 
corridors binding Central. South and 
West Asia through land routes and in-
viting Afghanistan to be part of CPEC.

• Minimum economic depen-
dency over the IMF, World Bank would 
ensure a sovereign and stable economic 
regime. 

• Great power competition and 
policies of containment are dominant. 
However, Pakistan has decided not to be 
a part of any regional conflict and has 
consciously chosen only to partner for 
peace and development.

• The regulatory framework 
needs to be improved. Legislative and 
empowerment measures must be taken 
to strengthen existing institutions such 
as The Federal Board of Revenue and 
the Competition Commission of Paki-
stan.

• The rise of the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan is precarious and full of com-
plexities. Pakistan has played a con-
structive and robust role in bringing the 
parties to the table. Durable peace in 
Afghanistan holds the key to trade, con-
nectivity, and economic development in 
the region.

• The transnational nature of 
modern technology, data, and artificial 
intelligence has changed the nature of 
war, the balance of power, economic se-
curity, and the discussion of national se-
curity policies. Hence, Pakistan should 
re-orient itself as a technology-friendly 
country, focusing on investing in artifi-
cial intelligence, technology, and inter-
net connectivity.

• Economic stability and peace 
in the region are linked with the peace-
ful settlement of the Kashmir dispute 
between Pakistan and India as per the 
United Nations Security Council’s reso-
lutions. The onus is on India to create a 
conducive environment for forwarding 
movement.

• Political coalitions must be 
strengthened, as they are required to 
push reform. Any reform that is passed 
must be accompanied by legislative re-
forms by provincial governments. There 
must also be a clear political calculus on 
how to change and bring reform. All of 
this needs to be strategically thought 
out by the parliament.

• Infrastructure spending is de-
signed to create construction jobs and 
increase productivity by enabling busi-
nesses to operate more efficiently.

• To ensure that opportunities 
reach all corners of a country and all 
citizens within its borders, a Territori-
al Development approach is necessary 
when designing public policy with the 
spatial concentration of people and 
firms that can be harnessed to improve 
living conditions everywhere, enabling 
the convergence of living standards 
across the territory.

• Better economic engagement 
through international forums/ associa-
tions such as SCO, SAARC, ASEAN, and 
ECO would uplift Pakistan’s economic 
posture.

To conclude, in pursuit of Paki-
stan’s prosperity, this holistic shift in 
its foreign policy trajectory opened up 
fresh corridors of diplomatic engage-
ment. The new strides will not only en-
able Pakistan to ensure its domestic so-
cial and economic stability but will also 
assist Pakistan to accomplish the de-
sired endeavors globally. Indeed, there 
is a dire need to execute a coherent and 
pragmatic strategy that cans in turn Pa-
kistan’s geo-economics vision to reality.
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NOTHING IN 
HUMAN HISTORY 

HAS CHANGED 
THE WORLD AS 

QUICKLY AND AS 
DRAMATICALLY 

AS THE INTERNET 
HAS. TODAY IT’S 

POSSIBLE TO 
ENGAGE SOMEONE 
IN CONVERSATION 

IN PAKISTAN WHILE 
SITTING IN ANY TOWN 

IN THE USA. WE CAN 
FIND OUT ABOUT THE 

MATING HABITS OF 
THE ASIAN CRESTED 

IBIS OR WE CAN 
STUDY CENTRIPETAL 

ACCELERATION 
AND CENTRIFUGAL 
FORCE – ALL JUST A 
FEW GOOGLE KEY 

STROKES AWAY       

yberspace is now the digital 
frontier of choice for executing 
combat operations by extend-
ing the medium in which great-

er levels of power can now be accessed 
by Machiavelli agents, Alternative Media, 
sociopolitical organizations and even na-
tion-states. Squads of overt cyber mili-
tants going under banners such as Anony-
mous and Lulz and covert cyber warriors 
using the Alternative Media motivated by 
the ease in which they can now execute 
high impact operations whilst avoiding 
detection, are having measurable yet lit-
tle known impacts across the internet. 
How nation states might use cyberspace 
to shape the opinions of their own civilian 
populations or the opinions of other ci-
vilian populations and how others might 
also attempt to do the very same thing is 
never discussed. How, for example, the 
United States or any other country or 
even another entity entirely, might work 
to alter the views, the perceptions and the 
consciousness of civilians by employing 
the subtleties and nuances of internet cy-
ber warfare against them isn’t something 
that’s publicized, examined or explored.
Among those who have embraced the 
term “cyber wars” is Richard Clarke, for-
mer counter-terrorism adviser on the 
National Security Council (1992) and au-
thor of the best-selling book of the same 
name, Cyber War. Since its publication in 
2010, Clarke has popularized the phrase 
and warned the public about the risks of 
online warfare with a series of worrisome 
predictions. “A cyber-attack could disable 
trains all over the country,” he once told 
Fresh Air radio host Terry Gross: “It could 
blow up pipelines. It could cause black-
outs and damage electrical power grids 

so that the blackouts would go on for a 
long time. It could wipe out and confuse 
financial records, so that we would not 
know who owned what, and the financial 
system would be badly damaged. It could 
do things like disrupt traffic in urban ar-
eas by knocking out control computers. 
It could, in nefarious ways, do things 
like wipe out medical records.” “Planes 
could fall from the skies”, says Clarke; 
“water systems could be flooded with 
sewage and panicked mobs could run 
riot”. More alarmingly, he claims all this 
could happen “in just 15 minutes.” Pretty 
scary stuff. So scary, in fact, that Clarke’s 
15 minute claim has led the University 
of Utah’s Sean Lawson to coin his own 
somewhat mocking term: “cyber-doom.” 
So the public face of cyber warfare in-
cludes cyber doom? Could the untold 
story be even scarier? Richard Clarke’s vi-
sion of cyber doom is just that, a vision, like 
cheap Florida property, your winning lottery 
ticket and free energy. It doesn’t exist. Amer-
ican infrastructure is a little better protected 
than Clarke might lead Americans to believe.

Cyber WarFARE–
Edward Bernays in the 21st Century

The author is Executive 
Director COPAIR, 
Program Director - 
(Middle East) and
Editor - The Asian 

Telegraph & Mélange 
International Magazine 

Khalid Latif
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Otherwise Americans would have 
already had ‘blown up pipelines, black-
outs, damaged electrical power grids, 
badly damaged financial records and 
wiped out medical records’ as Clarke sug-
gests. Yet this is the public image of cy-
ber warfare and there’s some truth to it. 
What’s true is that there are those capable 
of launching cyber-attacks against the US 
and because US has been engaged in cy-
ber warfare against a variety of countries 
for a number of years, in some cases very 
successfully, it’s likely that American’s 
will eventually sustain an effective cy-
ber-attack of some sort against their own 
infrastructure. Still, there are yet other 
lesser known faces of cyber warfare that 
are important to discuss so this focus will 
remain less concerned with the public 
image of cyber warfare and concentrate 
more on the face of cyber warfare no one 
is talking about – the Alternative Media, 
social media, civilians and the internet. 
Things aren’t always as they seem. We’ve 
come to recognize that and it’s proven 
true time and time again. Cyber warfare is 
very much the same. We know little about 
it, the face we see daily is feigned and 
the real face of cyber warfare is hidden, 
tucked away beneath the surface.

A broad segment of the civilian 
population relies on Alternative Media 
web sites for material with which to form 
their opinions. The Alternative Media is a 
vast nexus of unconnected web resources 
from individual bloggers on WordPress 
and other similar sites to managed pro-
ductions like Alex Jones InfoWars, Press 
TV, Veterans Today and RT. There are al-
ternative web sites like AboveTopSecret, 
the Examiner and the Daily Paul and there 
are still others like the Drudge Report, 
BeforeIt’sNews, Global Research and the 
Daily Bell. There are 1000s of alternative 
news web sites covering almost every 
subject we might imagine and millions 
of people with limited “time resources” 
use the web and alternative news web 
sites for access to information about their 
world. They then use this information to 
form their opinions. Because these mil-
lions of people have limited time they ar-
en’t able to verify assertions and typically 
have no choice but to believe what they 
read as long as it sounds somewhat plau-
sible. This quickly leads to false beliefs.

ENTER THE MEME
Much of it was still theory, but we 

were told that before too long it might be 
possible for a hacker with a computer to 
disable critical infrastructure in a major 
city and disrupt essential services, to steal 
millions of dollars from banks all over the 
world, infiltrate defense systems, extort 
millions from public companies, and even 

sabotage weapons systems. Today these 
things are all possible and some have 
actually happened. Yet what was never 
discussed was the internet as a weapon 
of ideas, thoughts and opinions. What 
would American Edward Bernays who is 
known as “the father of public relations” 
and propaganda, have done with the in-
ternet? Surely he would have advocated 
devising elaborate and detailed perceptu-
al hoaxes to elicit various desired public 

responses. That’s how Bernays exploited 
the media in the 1930s isn’t it? Remember 
the fabricated war in Guatemala for Unit-
ed Fruit or how he managed to alter pub-
lic opinion towards women and smoking 
cigarettes? 

Today many of the alternative web 
sites could be owned and managed by 
intelligence agencies, disparate political 
groups, PACs, foreign countries or the 
American government and as such might 
have much larger agendas behind the 
content they post daily. Alternative media 
web sites might also be owned or oper-
ated by individuals or small groups with 
their own personal sociopolitical agen-
das. The Alternative Media has little more 
to offer than the Mainstream Media.

This is not to say that 100% or even 
90% of a web sites content is fabrication 

although surely that’s possible but that 
any web site can maintain itself as a le-
gitimate alternative view resource while 
placing bits and pieces of disinfo into their 
news cycle from time to time such that 
their larger agenda might very well be ful-
ly covert and even virtually undetectable. 
Many of us have our favorite alternative 
web sites. We go to them regularly, some-
times daily, for updates on what’s hap-
pening in the world. Yet if we’re not care-
ful we might find ourselves far worse off 
then had we used the mainstream media 
we’ve grown to mistrust and avoid. As un-
fortunate as that may be for freedom and 
journalism it might be the very sad truth. 

The authors of a lengthy article 
posted at Veterans Today, Dennis Cimino, 
who has extensive engineering and sup-
port experience with military electronics, 
predominantly US Navy Combat Systems 
and was the Navy’s top EMI troubleshoot-
er before he went to work for Raytheon in 
the 1980s and Dr. Jim Fetzer, a former Ma-
rine Corps officer and McKnight Professor 
Emeritus at the University of Minnesota 
Duluth would have us believe that it was 
likely that a 3-man team was responsible 
for the Sandy Hook massacre, that cri-
sis actors were used, and that there may 
have been no deaths at all. This based on 
a carefully crafted narrative that’s loosely 
peppered with thinly disguised innuendo, 
implication and reference. Their several 
position papers are nothing more than a 
series of clever fabrications. Very clever 
but exaggerated fictions and manufac-
tured lies nevertheless. In other words, 
nothing they state in their “Sandy Hook 
Was Staged” essay can be proven false 
yet neither can it be proven true and all 
the while the assertions are based on 
speculation, innuendo, aspersion, bias 
and at times outright lies. Yet their posi-
tion sounds relatively plausible and even 
probable when the entire article is taken 
at face value by someone without the time 
to check thoroughly each of the many in-

THE INTERNET AS A WEAPON

Today it’s possible to engage 
someone in conversation in 
Pakistan while sitting in any 
town in the USA. We can find 

out about the mating hab-
its of the Asian Crested Ibis 
or we can study centripetal 
acceleration and centrifugal 
force – all just a few Google 

key strokes away. Less than a 
decade ago “60 Minutes” went 
to the Pentagon to do a story 
on something called informa-
tion warfare or “cyber war” 

as some people called it then. 
It involved using computers 

and the internet as weapons. It 
was something that might take 
place years into the future but 

the internet changed every-
thing and the future is here 

now.
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dividual claims. That would be most peo-
ple which is how these “Alternative Me-
dia” web sites continue to thrive.

Perhaps those that already mistrust 
government and who might be less apt to 
mistrust a so-called “alternative media” 
source? Is there a larger agenda playing 
out here? What motivates the alternative 
media? Who’s behind the web sites? Is 
the alternative media any safer than the 
mainstream media? These are some of 
the many questions we might ask our-
selves before we choose to believe a par-
ticular perspective from any web source. 

Organized, attractive, well estab-
lished and popular Alternative Media 
web sites may be owned, in some cases, 
by a foreign government as is the case 
with Press TV. Alternative Media sites 
and their web editors might also contract 
with international public relations firms 
to represent various governments, causes 
or political agendas and some alternative 
web sites may have been established spe-
cifically for the purpose of disseminating 
fabricated material or propaganda from 
time to time or for specific sociopolitical 
events. Planned elections or unexpected 
tragic catastrophes could both be used to 
their advantage. In the Matrix, in Spook-
world, in the century of managed news 
and created opinions anything and every-
thing is possible.

The so-called Alternative Media 
presents us with the same problems that 
the mainstream media presents us with. 
We get a lack of data, poor data, no data or 
erroneous data regardless of which me-
dia source we choose. Alternative media 
sources can also be just as agenda driven 
and advertising conscious as the main-
stream sources we used before the inter-
net. For anyone interested in the truth it’s 
necessary to go to the source. 

                                                                                                                                              
THE CYBER WARRIOR IN 2021 

There are also cyber warriors we 
don’t read about. Cyber warriors might 
be employed by international public re-
lations firms to alter perceptions about 
other countries, other people or other 
cultures. Intelligence agencies can do the 
same and so can groups or organizations 
united by sociopolitical beliefs. Not only 
can perceptions about other countries, 
other people and other cultures be al-
tered but so can perceptions of national 
events, economics, science and any sub-
ject we might imagine. Edward Bernays 
would have embraced the internet and he 
would have had a field day. Corporations, 
banks, the political and warrior classes, 
those with social and political agendas, 
religious agendas, economic and cultur-
al agendas all would have embraced the 
internet with a “Bernays-like” strategy, 
don’t you think? Weapons and ammu-
nition sales, medical supplies, storable 
foods, seeds, antibiotics, flu shots, gold, 
silver and numerous other “perception 
purchases” can be influenced by various 
entities with vested interests (share-
holder profits) in the consumption of a 
particular commodity. For example, after 
each major public shooting we see weap-
on and ammunition sales skyrocket and 
when a flu epidemic is publicized we see 
sales of vitamin D and zinc soar. Fukushi-
ma fueled iodine sales. These are percep-
tion managed purchases. The mainstream 
media as well as the alternative media can 
both be used by cyber warriors to create 
perception purchases of vast proportions.

So too can perceptions of the future 
be crafted, implanted and fostered. This 
also means that at any given time dozens 
of different entities could be engaged in 
cyber warfare on the internet all at the 
very same time. These various groups 
might all be pursuing a diverse mixture of 

different agendas using a variety of strat-
egies. The Alternative Media, it’s authors 
and pundits are no better than and can 
be far worse than the mainstream media. 
These are the cyber warriors of the 21st 
century vying for your opinions, your 
thoughts, your mind. Maybe even your 
soul. Furthermore, some of the many al-
ternative media web sites are obvious-
ly operating with an agenda and that 
pre-programmed strategy may not always 
include the truth. Surely that must be 
glaringly apparent to anyone researching 
Sandy Hook, the Aurora Colorado theater 
shooting, the Columbine massacre, the DC 
Sniper, the Giffords shooting and Virginia 
Tech. A complete and thorough investi-
gation of these events might take weeks 
and even months but it proves with-
out question that these events weren’t 
staged. While there may have been sub-
stantial so-called anomalies early on in 
the news cycle for each of these events 
we can see now after years have passed, 
and in some cases many years, that the 
overwhelming evidence does not sup-
port that these events were staged and 
these anomalies or memes were nothing 
more than carefully crafted fabrications.                                                
PERCEPTION MANAGEMENT:

WE ARE TARGETS
 When cyber warfare is discussed 

the angle is always and always has been 
from a primarily financial or military per-
spective. The “spooky” aspects of cyber 
warfare are avoided while the militarily 
and financially related concerns regard-
ing US economics are pushed to the fore. 
We don’t really know much about the 
perception management aspects of cyber 
warfare, do we? Americans typically learn 
about infrastructure threats should their 
electrical or water systems be compro-
mised, Americans hear about the perils to 
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the banking and financial sectors should 
terrorists gain access and American’s are 
informed of the danger to national secu-
rity should the military cyber network be 
compromised. Americans are told that 
their electric grid could be shut down to 
immense calamity.

How Edward Bernays might apply 
cyber warfare to a civilian population he 
was teaching elites to severely distrust 
isn’t discussed. Bernays felt that the pub-
lic’s democratic judgment was “not to 
be relied upon” and he feared that “they 
could very easily vote for the wrong man 
or want the wrong thing, so that they 
had to be guided from above”. He felt this 
manipulation was necessary in society, 
which he regarded as irrational and dan-
gerous as a result of the ‘herd instinct’. 
Adam Curtis’s award-winning 2002 doc-
umentary for the BBC, The Century of the 
Self, pinpoints Bernays as the originator 
of modern public relations and exposes 
some of the dramatic and compelling ef-
fects he had on the public and their per-
ception of reality. Bernays was involved 
in public perception manipulation and 
management for the government and 
the corporations and he not only assist-
ed and instructed in a great number of 
social interferences, he tampered with 
public perception using false contextual 
images and media mischaracterizations. 
He created total fabrications to engineer 
consent. Those same theories of social 
manipulation and new ones using 21st 
century technology are in full swing to-
day. They’re employed by cyber warriors. 
Cass Sunsteins known position paper and 
US national policy regarding conspiracy 
groups is eliminated from the discussion 
when cyber warfare comes up. That cyber 
warfare was discussed intimately by US 
policy makers and government agencies 
as it applies to and could be used against 
conspiracy groups is absent from the con-
versations that take place within the con-
spiracy groups themselves. This makes 
the government’s job rather easy. Cass 
Sunstein states, “The existence of both 
domestic and foreign conspiracy theories, 
we suggest, is no trivial matter, posing 
real risks to the government’s antiter-
rorism policies, whatever the latter may 
be.” He goes on to propose that, “the best 
response consists in cognitive infiltration 
of extremist groups”. Cognitive infiltra-
tion is managed through America’s cyber 
warfare brigades. How else would one 
“cognitively infiltrate” diverse group(s) of 
civilians among a large population of peo-
ple? And at the very same time there are 
various groups with a variety of agendas 
operating as “alternative media” and they 
are all vying for your attention, your time, 

your conversion to their way of thinking. 
This is the nature of propaganda in the 
21st century.

Bernays referred to public re-
lations as “engineering consent” and 
he viewed himself as an engineer of 
sorts. An opinion generating engi-
neer designing and managing public 
perceptions. Much has changed since 
Bernays was directly involved in en-
gineering consent. With the advent 

of the internet and the development 
of memes anyone can engage in engi-
neering consent and opinion or per-
ception management. We can see this 
if we examine the alternative media 
carefully. They’re engaged in percep-
tion management daily. Each vary-
ing issue – for example free energy, 
global elite satanism, Sandy Hook as a 
staged event or the idea that one per-
son “rules the world” is a foray into 
perception management and opinion 
generation. Mischaracterization and 
trivialization of complex issues is a 
sophisticated form of perception and 

opinion management as is the omis-
sion of important information. The 
global elite and even America’s own 
national elite are experts at mischar-
acterizing, fabricating, omitting and 
trivializing issues. We’ve entered the 
age of the Sound Byte where people 
are no longer educated nor interested 

in education. They’re constrained by 
time and thus settle for whatever the 
media dishes out. No longer do people 
read several lengthy and complicated 
perspectives, discuss the issues with 
one another and over time develop 
an opinion based on conference and 
debate of the known facts. Plato and 
Socrates would be outraged! Today 
your opinions are handed to you di-
rectly; from a TV or a computer moni-
tor feeding straight into your cerebral 
cortex your opinions are injected into 
your brain after being watered down, 
dumbed down and over simplified. 
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PAKISTAN HAS 
TREMENDOUS 

MARITIME 
POTENTIAL 
WHICH HAS 
NOT BEEN 

EXPLOITED 
SO FAR. OUR 
POPULATION 
GROWTH AND 
THE GLOBAL 

TRENDS 
DEMAND 
THAT WE 

TURN FROM 
A BROWN 

ECONOMY 
TO BLUE 

ECONOMY

he world is facing major chal-
lenges to sustainable economic 
development. States are mov-
ing towards seas and oceans to 

sustain their economic development and 
national power and the phenomenon is 
known as “Blue Economy”. The idea of 
Blue Economy recognizes the “seas and 
oceans” as main drivers for the economic 
development with great potential for in-
novation and growth. World Bank defines 
blue economy as “sustainable use of ocean 
resources for economic growth, improved 
livelihoods and jobs, while preserving the 
health of the ocean ecosystem”. Another 
term used is green economy which is de-
fined as an economy that aims for sustain-
able development without degrading the 
environment.

Pakistan is blessed with more than 
1000 km coastline along Arabian Sea, 
240,000 km2 of exclusive economic zone 
(EEZ) and 50,000 km2 of continental shelf 
provides significantly large maritime av-
enues for exploration.  This include but 
not limited to exploration of oil, gas and 
mineral reserves from sea, seabed and 
subsea soil mineral, marine and coast-
al tourism, seafaring community, coastal 
economy, development of port infrastruc-
ture to handle country’s seaborne trade, 
shipping, shipbuilding and ship breaking 
industry and last but not the least fisher-
ies industry.

However, it is felt that, sea is entirely 
absent from the national priorities. Indeed 
a large portion of our population will pass 
their life without ever setting their eyes on 
the blue waters washing Pakistan’s shores. 
We suffer a case of sea blindness. Pakistan 
has to see as to how these Blue waters can 

help to speed up economic growth and 
meet the challenges to develop as a mar-
itime nation.

In Pakistan, Ministry of Maritime af-
fairs is the main administrative body and 
is supposed to issue policy guidelines 
related to improvement and regulation 
of maritime activities. Unfortunately, no 
worthwhile efforts have been made by 
any government that came to power thus 
depriving this country of the immense po-
tential that blue economy offers The Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), of which CPEC 
is a flagship project, opens up new vista 
of corresponding opportunities for the 
whole region, with Pakistan being one of 
the prime beneficiaries Under CPEC, de-
velopment of Gwadar port would ensure 
strengthening of maritime sector and it 
is now up to the present government to 
ensure maximum utilization of this proj-
ect and blossoming of our blue economy. 
Now, I will discuss various sectors of our 
maritime domain separately while high-
lighting, the challenges and opportunities 
presented by each one of them.

Rear Admiral (R) 
Saleem Akhtar
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Pakistan Navy after 
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was awarded Sitara 
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Pakistan and Blue Economy: 
Challenges & Prospects
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Shipping
In the contemporary globalized 

world, a strong national shipping sec-
tor and healthy state of national flag 
carriers is reflection of thriving econ-
omy. In case of Pakistan, unfortunate-
ly, the number of national flag carrier 
is just 11 ships; whereas, contribution 
of private entrepreneurs is almost nil. 
Ironically, Pakistan pays almost 4 to 5 
Billion US$ annually in freight charges 
to foreign carriers. From a sizeable 
fleet of more than 70 ships although of 
limited capacity in early 70’s, the pres-
ent strength of Pakistani Flag Carriers 
is lower than any desirable thresh-
old. Numerous factors such as lack of 
sound business policies, government 
driven sponsorship on certain cargoes 
etc. can be attributed to the same.

The role of shipping industry is 
crucial in supporting the growth of 
international trade by providing an 
efficient and cost effective mean of 
transportation. Due to its geography 
and the geo-political situation in the 
region, Pakistan is heavily dependent 
on sea for its international trade.  The 
sea carries over 95 percent of Paki-
stan’s trade, which is approximately 
36.3 percent of its GDP.   However, de-
spite such heavy reliance on seaborne 
trade, Pakistan’s shipping industry 
has remained neglected in the past.

Development of shipping indus-
try is important for Pakistan for eco-
nomic growth and national security. 
A healthy shipping industry can save 
foreign exchange expended on freight 
charges, earn additional revenues, 
provide added employment opportu-
nities, and most importantly protect 
and promote domestic trade from 
unfavorable rise in freight and insur-
ance charges specially during height-
ened tension in the region.  In terms 
of national security, a well-developed 
national merchant marine reduces the 

dependence on foreign carriers, which 
may not assure continuous supply in 
case of a conflict.  This is especial-
ly relevant in case of Pakistan where 
national merchant marine transports 
about 14 percent of the total cargo 
and risk of a conflict with neighboring 
India is always present.

It is important and remained 
challenging for the government to 
prove its sincerity vis-à-vis promul-

gation of the policy and protection of 
genuine interests of the business com-
munity in addition to creating a level 
playing field to attract the private in-
vestor.Although a policy change has 
been implemented by the present gov-
ernment but its result are not visible 
due lack of confidence of private sec-
tor in government policies which are 
not consistant.

Shipbuilding
At the time of independence, 

there was no shipyard in the country. 
Soon after independence, Government 
of Pakistan realized the importance 
of shipbuilding industry and KS&EW 
came into existence in 1955 and was 
incorporated as a Public Limited Com-
pany in 1957. The first vessel was con-
structed and delivered to KPT in 1960. 
Currently KS&EW is the only institu-
tion which undertakes the shipbuild-

ing, ship repair, and general heavy 
engineering activities to cater the 
needs of national maritime stakehold-
ers including Pakistan Navy, Karachi 
Port Trust, Pakistan Maritime Security 
Agency and Port Qasim Authority. It 
has played a historical role in transfer-
ring of technologies and broadening 
the industrial base since its inception 

in 1957. The institutional capacity of 
KS&EW consists of skilled manpow-
er and multifaceted technical assets 
and infrastructure. Borne capacity of 
KS&EW includes two graving docks 
(upto 26000 DWT), three shipbuild-
ing berths (upto 26000 DWT) and two 
Quay Walls (General Purpose Berths). 
Recent addition of ship lift and trans-
fer system has enhanced the capaci-
ty of KSEW whereby repairs of large 
number of ships and other crafts can 
be undertaken simultaneously which 
is a positive step in the right direc-
tion, , It is important to note here that 
large ships construction at KS&EW 
is limited due depth of the channel. 
Apart from enhancing the capacity of 
existing KS&EW, establishment of new 
shipyards along Pakistan’s coasts, 
would be vital source for national eco-
nomic development and poverty alle-
viation.
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  In this regard, 
the Government’s ap-
proval of long await-
ed project of building 
shipyard at Gwadar is 
a timely undertaking 
which will enhance 
the share of Pakistan’s 
maritime sector in na-
tional and global econ-
omy. The plan envisag-
es a shipyard capable 
of building very large 
and ultra large crude 
carriers. The project 
also aims to establish 
repair facilities for 
large cargo carriers. 
However, no headway 
is visible of this proj-
ect since this decision 
was taken by the pre-
vious government.

Ship Breaking and Recycling
92 per cent of ship recycling in 2011 

took place in India, China, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. Pakistan, despite its capacity, has 
the smaller share of just 11%. The only 
shipbreaking yard of Pakistan is located in 
Gadani on Balochistan coast. There are 127 
shipbreaking plots in Gadani from where 
the scrap metal and other materials are 
trucked to Karachi for recycling. This sec-
tor provides employment opportunities 
to about 15,000 workers. This industry 
indirectly facilitates the livelihood of more 
than 400,000 individuals.

In the 1980s, the Gadani ship break-
ing yard was known to be the world’s 
largest, with more than 30,000 direct em-
ployees producing about 1 million tonnes 
of scrap. However, in 2011, only about 
3,013,926 tonnes of scrap was produced 
and the ship recycling industry provided 
27 percent of the melting steel scrap. High 
sales tax, income tax etc.and competition 
from ship breaking yards in India and 
Bangladesh have reduced Gadani’s output.
Looking at global shipping scenario, The 
government needs to make long term tax-
ation policies so that this sector can con-
tribute in employment as well as revenue 
generation in the province of Balochistan.

Fishing
Fisheries sector is contributing mar-

ginally in terms of foreign exchange towards 
the economy of Pakistan.  Besides, it is also 
the cheapest source of animal protein from 
variety of species found in country’s EEZ, 
it also provides livelihood to thousands of 
people residing near Makran coast. Though 
Pakistan fishery started from scratch with 
virtually single fishing trawler after inde-
pendence, however, today it has evolved 
into a mammoth fleet comprising of variety 
of relatively small boats with varying sizes 
and fishing nets.  Among many other fac-
tors, this increase in fishing fleet size has 
affected this industry on two fronts.  On 
one hand, more people have been provided 
livelihood but at the same time it has re-

sulted in over fishing, illegal sale of fish at 
sea, eradicating numerous fish species ow-
ing to fishing in the breeding grounds close 
to the shore because of the limited size of 
boats.  Besides, owing to marine pollution 
resulting in depletion of mangroves, being 
the breeding grounds for shrimps and oth-
er species have also adversely affected this 
sector.  Exports from this sector have been 
drastically reduced owing to ban imposed 
by European Union (EU) since 2007 on the 
pretext of unhygienic conditions on board 
fishing vessels and fisheries auction yards 
and other unsanitary practices involved in 
fish processing plants.

Pakistan fish industry contributes 
less than 0.5% in country’s GDP.  Juxtapose 
to other regional countries such as Bangla-
desh whose annual earnings from sea food 
exports totalled US$ 530 M in year 2015-

16 while contributing over 4.5% in coun-
try’s GDP, Pakistan sea food industry has 
negligible contribution in country’s econ-
omy.  It is imperative for Pakistan to fully 
exploit its marine resources to earn signif-
icant amount of foreign exchange thereby 
improving overall health of this sector, 
ensure food security and respectable live-
lihood for those directly or indirectly in-
volved in fishing industry. CPEC offers an 
excellent opportunity for fishing industry 
revival and growth by learning from their 
Chinese counterparts whose sea food ex-
ports exceed US$ 20 billion.

Environmental    Degradation           
Endangered Biodiversity

Karachi being the hub of economic 
activities and industrial zones in Karachi, 
there is sharp increase in population and 
industrial wastes.  It is estimated that more 
than 470 million gallons of effluents are 
dumped into Arabian Sea daily leading to 
collapse of eco system and adversely affect-
ing biodiversity in the Arabian sea and re-
sulted in eradication of numerous species. 
No efforts either by the provincial or fed-
eral government have been made to arrest 
the situation which is a disaster in the mak-
ing. Water treatment plants of huge capac-
ity are required to treat these effluents and 
other waste before dumping them to sea.

Offshore Oil and Gas
There is a huge potential of find-

ing oil and gas in our EEZ and continen-
tal shelf. Although a number of wells 
have been drilled but not much success 
achieved. There are no worthwhile efforts 
made by government in this direction ex-
cept for relying on foreign companies. We 
need to develop indigenous capability for 
exploring our EEZ and continental shelf. 
With the development of technology, deep 
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sea oil exploration is becoming a viable 
option which needs to be exploited as one 
successful well identifying large reservoir 
of oil can change the destiny of this nation.

Aquaculture
Despite having more than 1000 km 

long coastline, no concrete efforts have 

been undertaken by Federal or provincial 
governments of Sindh and Balochistan to 
promote marine aquaculture.  United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture Organization 
defines aquaculture as farming of aquatic 
organisms, including fish, molluscs, crusta-
ceans and aquatic plants.  Though world-
wide aquaculture has transformed into a 
leading industry, however, in Pakistan it is 
still in infancy and underdeveloped sector

Marine Based Energy
Uninterrupted supply of Energy is 

backbone of economic development of a 
country. Alternate source of energy, for 
instance, renewable energy is the need of 
the hour to achieve sustainable growth and 
to preserve for the upcoming generations. 
Poverty eradication and basic human living 
are directly correlated to energy consump-
tion and presently the energy consumption 
is very low worldwide and even lower in 
developing countries due to higher prices. 
Blue Economy is the phenomenon which 
highlights the sea as a potential source en-
riched with natural energy. Some of the sea 
based renewable energies are Tidal Power; 
Wave Power; Ocean Thermal Energy; Off-
shore wind power which again can be ex-
ploited as cheaper energy source.

Coastal and Marine Tourism
Coastal and Marine tourism refers 

to sea and land based activities including 
swimming, sun bathing, surfing, boating, 
yachting, nautical sports and other recre-
ational activities. It promotes tourism and 
also significantly boosts economic devel-
opment by bringing foreign exchange earn-
ings by import and export related goods 
and services, contributions to government 

revenues, helps in generating new em-
ployment opportunities, etc. South Asia’s 
coastal regions are extraordinarily rich in 
ecological diversity. Coastal tourism is ex-
panding in the region as more than 8% of 
the world’s mangrove areas are in South 
Asia. The dry land mangroves of Pakistan 

support thousands of floral and faunal spe-
cies. Pakistan must make use of this huge 
potential and develop those beautiful sand 
beaches on the makran coast. Here I would 
like to mention that beautiful stretch of 
road while travelling to Ormara on the 
coastal highway. Wind erosion has casted 
amazing sculptures in the sandy moun-
tains. It’s a unique feature but remains un-
explored.

Ports and Maritime Infrastructure
The port of Karachi is Pakistan’s larg-

est and busiest seaport, handling about 60 
percent of the nation’s cargo. It has two 
container terminals, operated by private 
sector and now Karachi Port Trust has 
completed the biggest project in its histo-
ry i.e Pakistan Deep Water Containers Port 
(PDWCP).Port Qasim is Pakistan’s second 

busiest port, handling about 40 percent of 
the nation’s cargo. It is located in a chan-
nel of the Indus River called Phitti Creek, 
35 km east of Karachi. The approach to the 
port is through a long 45 km navigation 
channel. One of its major advantages is its 
proximity to different national transport 
facilities. Port Qasim has mostly privately 
owned jetties and terminals for both liq-
uid and solid cargoes. It also has 2 private 
container terminals. Now with Gwadar 
becoming fully operational, Pakistan has 
sufficient port infrastructure but with the 
envisaged volume of trade in coming years 
there is a huge potential of growth.

Seafaring
Pakistan has over 20,000 registered 

seafarers and contribute significantly in 
national economy annually. Analysis revels 
that Pakistani seafarers are hardworking, 
competent and competitive as compared 
to other nationalities. Pakistan is listed in 
the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) ‘White List’ i.e. fulfilling the criteria 
of International Convention on Standards 
of Training, Certification and Watch-keep-
ing for Seafarers. Pakistan’s declining sup-
ply of seafarers actually indicates country’s 
inability to benefit from the shortage of 
seafarers at international level. To exploit 
the employment potential in seafaring, it is 
important that Ministry of Ports and Ship-
ping should proactively pursue the em-
ployment of Pakistani seafarers on board 
the major seafaring hubs such as Greece, 
Cyprus, Singapore and other countries. It is 
imperative that the issue of difficulties and 
delays in the issuance of visas to Pakistani 
seafarers should be taken up by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs with foreign missions 
in Pakistan.

Conclusion
Pakistan has tremendous maritime 

potential which has not been exploited so 
far. Our population growth and the global 
trends demand that we turn from a brown 
economy to “blue economy”. CPEC provides 
an excellent opportunity for strengthening 
of our maritime sector and full exploitation 
of all elements of Blue economy.



aden with escalated violence 
and intensifying geopolit-
ical intrigue, “Protracted 
Kashmir conflict” remained 
bone of contention between 

two neighboring nuclear contending 
powers and a nightmare for perpetu-
al peace proponents of entire region. 
Vindicated by the history, where at 
one end the unresolved dispute result-
ed into three major conventional wars 
and halted economic, security, and 
strategic prospects of cooperation/en-
gagement at bilateral and multilateral 
level. Likewise, at the other end Indian 
forcible occupation also brought grim 
consequences to the grief-stricken 
Kashmiri masses. Ever since the con-
troversial “Instrument of Accession” 
to “Pulwama incident fallout debacle,” 
the valley plugged into severe human-
itarian crisis, popular insurgency, dra-
conian law’s malpractice, gross human 
rights violation and perpetrated vio-
lence by Indian armed forces wreck an 
unprecedented havoc until date.  

This perilous situation strained 
further in the aftermaths of the Modi 
regime’s “Iron Fist Approach”   (Re-
vocation of article 370, 35A, Domicile 
Amendment law) and new military 
doctrine (False Flag Operations, Hy-
pothetical Surgical Strikes) enactment 
to attain multi-dimensional goals: 
conflict entrepreneurship, domestic 
political mileage, structural marginal-
ization of native Kashmiri masses and 
pronouncement radical Hindutva ideo-
logical aspiration respectively.

In persuasion of such endeavors 

in the occupied territory, the chalked 
out policy encompasses curfew imposi-
tions, prolonged territorial lockdown, 
communication blackout, and military 
crackdown (tactical and operational) 
for detentions of political leadership, 
journalists, and common masses. Con-
sequently such assertive measures 
leading into violence upsurge, politi-
cal unrest, economic soft patch, rebel-
lious insurgency, and fragmentation 
of social fabric at large. Further, on, 
the bilateral relations between two 
archrivals aggravated further due to 
their recent direct confrontations and 
mounting bellicose rhetoric shrinking 
space of plausible negotiations over 
the unsolved quagmire whilst jeopar-
dizing regional security architecture. 

With no end in sight of peaceful 
conflict resolution, its feuding config-
uration due to stalled relations drasti-
cally pushing major archrivals towards 
another full scale war outbreak in near 
future. Thus, it requires preferential 
treatment by revamping indigenous 
policy apparatus, coupled with pro-
active engagement of international 
stakeholders and great powers in com-
pliance with sanctity of “Responsibili-
ty to Protect Doctrine (R2P)” to ensure 
peace building measures and crisis 
management. 

The fallout of Pulwama incident 
brought a fresh wave of belligerence and 
coercion in Kashmir. Pretexting the in-
cident  as Pakistan sponsored terrorism 
act, a new counterinsurgency operation 
launched in the valley through increasing 
the number of deployed  troops.
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 Dozens of innocent people shot 
dead in target killings and fake encounters. 
The countless number of houses were de-
molished and public property set on fire, 
accusing it safe heavens of the rebellious 
insurgents. Peaceful protests were fire 
with pellet guns and bullets while women 
molestation and rape cases also swelled. 
Further, on, the agitating circumstances 
amid Delhi driven recent political devel-
opments put normalcy (social, economic 
religious affairs) at halt while pushed the 
valley into dark ages through caging and 
disconnecting it from rest of the world. 
Ever since the article 370 revocation, mil-
lions of Kashmiris de-
monized by myriad 
repressive measures 
carried out by the In-
dia to evade the prob-
able backlash. An 
unprecedented lock-
down, conditionally 
imposed curfew, com-
munication blockade 
coupled with milita-
ristic actions, normal-
ization, and rational-
ization of draconian 
laws ensured through 
media, security, and 
intellectual cover fire. 
Ruthless restrictions 
has sieged livelihood 
through hitting eco-
nomic soft patch, 
causing psychological 
traumatization and 
political strife. Like-
wise, education, com-
munication, healthcare, and transportation 
are hard-hit sectors by the operationalized 
tyrant instruments particularly designed 
to marginalize Kashmiri populous. . Argu-
ably, what are ontological and epistemo-
logical dimensions for such political asser-
tions and military doctrine with reference 
to Kashmir Conflict? There are multifar-
ious imperatives that explains why India 
opted such vicious policy tactics and they 
estimate their effectiveness in serving the 
larger interests.  

All the Post Pulwama developments 
vis-à-vis Kashmir conflict are deceitfully 
engineered by xenophobic and exclusion-
ary political mindset of ruling Indian party 
BJP, which being an offshoot of RSS pre-
dominantly known for breeding anti-Mus-
lim sentiments and promotion of chauvin-
istic Hindutva tendencies. In recent years, 
false flag operations and speculative sur-
gical strikes have emerged as significant 
feature of the Indian military doctrine vis-
à-vis Pakistan. Keeping the earlier strategic 
precedents in account, Pulwama incident is 
another episode of indigenously designed 
stratagem by the policy makers in Delhi 
to attain far- fetched goals following the 
[Pathankot and Uri attacks] for which Pa-
kistan had been accuse without definite 
evidences. 

The occurrence of incident right be-

fore the general Indian elections suggest 
that BJP vowed to gain massive domestic 
political mileage. Evidently, this particu-
lar attack and direct confrontation with 
neighboring state assisted Modi regime to 
drive an anti- Pakistan campaign (largely a 
successful move in Indian political culture) 
which not only undermined its probable 
electoral vulnerabilities but it secured vic-
tory in elections with big majority. 

It is also pertinent to highlight that 
prior to the incident; new government 
of Imran Khan in Pakistan was highly en-
thusiastic for rapprochement and re-en-
gagement with India for crisis mitigation. 

Its policy initiative for the Karptarpur 
Corridor opening was heap phrase global-
ly by Sikh community. it also regarded as 
major diplomatic triumph for Islamabad 
by the policy experts which raised grave 
apprehensions and disillusionments for 
Modi government at home because to an 
extent it dented its major scoring policy 
options and further engagement with Pa-
kistan would have bring massive domestic 
resentment from fanatic Hindus, costing 
considerable political deficits and hamper-
ing its covert agendas regarding Kashmir. 
Thus, [fabricated attack] provided a safe 
passage to BJP to avert domestic pressure 
and paved path for misleading notion of 
detachment with Pakistan. Notably, accus-
ing Islamabad by Delhi for the Pluwama in-
cident during a time when it had strain ties 
with Washington and was facing an ardu-
ous task for the meeting Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF) recommendations are 
presumably a tactical move to exert max-
imum diplomatic pressure on Islamabad. 
While inside Kashmir, with a pre-emtive 
strategy, detentions of prominent political 
leaders were carried out and two prom-
inent pro-freedom parties, Jammu and 
Kashmir liberation Front (JKLF) and Jam-
mat-e-Islami Jammu and Kashmir banned 
by the government to prevent potential 
reaction of forcible imposition of new po-

litical laws. In view of regional geopolitical 
dynamics and manufactured hostile config-
urations set stage for political onslaught on 
the rights of native Kashmiris.  

Realistically, scraping article 370 and 
introducing new domicile law is projection 
of the Iron Fist approach to dispossess and 
disempower the Kashmiri masses through 
inflicting saffron nationalism agendas. 
Those political gambits through introduc-
ing draconian laws with reference to  po-
litical future of Kashmir suggests that BJP 

government is fully 
determined to bring 
demographic changes 
by altering the Muslim 
majority region into 
minority as per the 
Israel  policy frame-
work model of West 
Bank which seems a 
gamble to existence 
of state. The rise of 
Hindu community in 
the valley would spark 
ethnic conflict, while 
the ongoing quagmire 
configuration would 
become more complex 
and hostile in near fu-
ture. The Hindu-Mus-
lim confrontation in 
Kashmir will have 
indefinite domino ef-
fect into rest of the 
country and it would 
bring entire state on 
to the knees because 

currently there are nineteen on going sep-
aratist movements that poses intimidating 
challenges to the ethnically polarized In-
dian state sovereignty. The controversial 
citizenship amendment act would also 
serve as catalyst to amplify the ideological 
and culture fragmentation. Amid of entire 
political and conflictual developments, un-
provoked firing and LOC violations by the 
India drastically increased while its media 
apparatus at home and abroad repeatedly 
indulged  propaganda  against Pakistan 
and fraudulently  prove itself  innocent in 
global arena. Such tactic orients from two 
aspects. First, LOC violations remained a 
consistent tool of Indian turbulent polices 
and its geographic complexities rescinds 
plausibility of figuring out the actual per-
petrator. Second, escalated hostility with 
Pakistan at boarders, it tend to deviate the 
attention of global world from the current 
situation of Kashmir, significantly the ille-
gitimate changes made in political milieu.  

The chronology of events and an-
tagonistic policies suggest that Delhi play 
with full deck to draw zero-sum preposi-
tion over the Kashmir Crisis and securing 
stable domestic political posture. Howev-
er,   it becomes a wild goose chase in dark, 
lessons can be drawn from malpractice of 
rigged elections of the year 1987  which 
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set the tone for em-
broiling turmoil and 
Delhi seemingly failed 
to curb the resistance 
shown by the Kashmi-
ri masses till date. 

The current po-
litical course of action 
would become ineffec-
tual due to the grow-
ing internal strength 
and international rec-
ognition of Kashmir 
movement. For the 
past six years, home-
grown resistance took 
a leap forward with 
rise of fresh wave of 
militancy, particularly 
in the aftermaths of 
martyrdom of insur-
gent Burhan Wani. 
One of the key innovation is fascination 
of educated youth towards Jihad culture. 
“Kashmir has one solution Gun solution 
Gun Solution” has become the hallmark slo-
gan of popular rebellious insurgency. This 
certain development made the Indian sta-
tus Quo and security establishment highly 
apprehensive which forced them to use 
their trump card at this stage. It also high-
lights that Delhi somehow surrendered 
and convinced for a probable plebiscite in 
future, given the condition of demographic 
changes whilst signposting a last challenge 
to the freedom struggle to halt this last po-
litical development and bring their success 
further closer to reality. 

 In broader spectrum, After the Pul-
wama incident, Indian posture over Kash-
mir crisis suffered with major jolts on the 
global geopolitical chessboard. The politi-
cal pitfalls regarding Kashmir also put In-
dia in hot waters as the UNSC for first time 
in five decades convened sessions to dis-
cuss the unsettled crisis. Moreover, the Am-
nesty international and the UN recent re-
port accounting human rights assessment 
highlighted substantial evidences of Indian 
heinous crimes committed in the valley 
and urged to probe into the matter with se-
rious considerations. Likewise, OIC succes-
sively denounced the Indian incongruous 
approach and its political outrage towards 
Kashmir rejected. Pakistan also abled to 
gain favorable support from the China, Tur-
key, and Malaysia over its stance regarding 
the conflict. Likewise, intensifying crisis 
caught attention of print, electronic, and 
social media all across the world that not 
only further enhance the impetus of global 
recognition of Kashmir movement, but to 
an extent, it exposed the Modi’s noxious 
totalitarian regime. Thus, such responses 
from international community refuted Del-
hi’s rhetoric whilst endorsed Islamabad’s 
narrative: “Kashmir an international dis-
pute” between India and Pakistan. 

The Iron Fist approach created vac-
uum for the resurfacing of indigenous in-
surgency. Kashmir political turf has lost the 

zip with imposition of silenced culture and 
prevailing controlled narrative politics. 
Evidently, the ban of pro- freedom parties 
under Modi regime whilst two other major 
political groups: People Democratic Par-
ty (PDP) and Jammu & Kashmir National 
Conference (JKNC) largely lost social ac-
ceptance due to aforementioned tenden-
cies. Therefore the with scant political 
options, the indigenous Kashmir struggle 
retracing its feet in rebellious militancy 
which predominantly challenged Indian 
conventional approach of over reliance on 
militarization and brute force to suppress 
the enduring struggle.    

Considering the effectiveness of fifth 
generation warfare tools, Media took as 
key actor in contemplating the entire script 
crafted by the Policy makers in Delhi. Soon 
after the Pulwama incident propagandist 
channels furiously kept baying for the 
blood through baseless revenge, setting 
frequency for escalating hostility by broad-
casting falsehood. Being mouthpieces of 
political elites and security establishment, 
selling lies policy formation of majori-
ty media channels remained consistent 
throughout Balakot intrusion and Opera-
tion Swift Retort. Likewise, it also played a 
handful role in portraying the “normaliza-
tion in Kashmir during Iron Fist approach 
implementation, however it was expose by 
the presence of international media and 
news agencies coverage by portraying the 
on ground situation of Kashmir valley. 

The complete blackout of internet 
services and social media apparatus ap-
parently has nothing to do with the laws or 
security vulnerabilities. There are two cer-
tain reasons of adopting this kind of strin-
gent measures. Firstly,  with technological 
evaluation over the years, social media 
applications (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 
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and Instagram) have become effec-
tive tool of promoting the freedom 
of struggle by the indigenous mass-
es and its diaspora across the world 
through sharing personal views, 
videos of alleged injustice and si-
multaneously promoted  mobiliza-
tion of masses through innovative 
means (stories, poetry, documenta-
ries, songs ) by exposing Indian au-
tocracies. To restrain the criticism 
by the masses internet suspension 
was impose in occupied territory. 
Secondly, from Indian perspective 
masses interconnectivity disen-
gagement became essentially vital 
as it also plays handful role in mo-
bilizing the protests and strikes, 
therefore fearing the massive revolt 
due to changing political landscape 
the government snapped modes of 
communication.

Balakot intrusion pitfall and aerial 
combat inadvertently exposed military 
strategic/operational deficiencies while 
Pakistan depicted effective military pre-
paredness thus Modi  government tend to 
seek redemption in revamping the political 
status of Kashmir with a cynical approach, 
irrespective of gruesome consequences 
which may going to hunt India posture and 
stability

In the backdrop of Kashmir conun-
drum, Delhi directed Post Pulwama polit-
ical and security developments, spawned 
fresh hurdles as the future of conflict now 
looks elusively grim whilst its extended  
hostile configuration eminently unfolding 
intimidating security crisis which convuls-
ing the entire South Asian region. From 
Indian policy context, embolden by the 
radical Hindutva  ideological mindset, im-
prudent political aspirations and domes-

tic constraint compulsions, Modi regime 
hasten offensive shortsighted zero-sum 
policies could only bring fewer domestic 
accomplishments. For instance, earlier 
accusing Pakistan for Pulwama incident, 
followed by Balakot strike and aerial com-
bat events, it somehow managed to ensure 
electoral victory through deviously driv-
ing anti- Pakistan rhetoric by assistance 
of security establishment and media tools 
propaganda. However, its political forays 
(revocation of article 370 and domicile 
amendment) under the shadow of bru-
tal forces to maintain status-quo through 
structural marginalization of native mass-
es facing massive criticism and squandered 
its claims of  a profound secular demo-
cratic state. This unrealistic image further 
tarnished by its egregious human rights 
violations and clamp fundamental freedom 
in the disputed territory. Likewise, current 
policy caucus of military doctrine and Iron 
Fist Approach - (lockdown, illegal deten-
tions of masses, controlling narratives, and 
communication blockade) imprints the fas-
cist regime governance patterns. 

As far as the effectiveness of rigorous 
strategic imperatives in attainment of end 
goals are concerned, it failed to contain the 
freedom of struggle who predominantly 
repowered through indigenous militancy 
provocation and it is unlike to stray or re-
linquish from given parameters of power 
resistance against the establishing order. 
Realistically, so far staunch response from 
the Kashmiris left India with minimal op-
tions to draw considerable outcome. The 
actual response from inside the valley 
yet come once India decides to normalize 
the things through lifting the lockdown 
and allowing communication but security 
cautious approach entails that it already 
sensed the danger of retaliation which 
would hard to contain. 

From Pakistan’s perspective, domes-
tic fault lines remained a major point of 
concern. After Pulwama incident, its fore-
most challenge was to disassociate from 
accusing state sponsored terrorism rhet-
oric that was handle through vivid, prag-
matic diplomatic responses. Further, on, 

it manage post Balakot and aerial combat 
crisis with a win-win equation. Neverthe-
less, political developments regarding the 
Kashmir conflict raised grave apprehen-
sions that brought major shift in its policies 
preferences with India from rapproche-
ments to detachment. Its position over 
the crisis potentially necessitated serious 
considerations and it managed to reengage 
international community through opera-
tionalizing coherent diplomatic impera-
tives. Albeit, responsive measures partially 
drawn favorable outcomes but a sustain-
able roadmap for the future in terms of its  
reshaping domestic  policies, dynamics of 
relations with India, and gaging  level of 
negotiations over the crisis yet to establish. 

One of the dismaying factors is dubi-
ous role of great powers due to divergent 
interests in the region. Similarly, interna-
tional community largely remained nom-
inal during the Indo-Pak direct confron-
tation and inconclusive in convincing the 
adversaries to adhere the UN declaration of 
conflict resolution pertaining to the settle-
ment. Notably, with recent global outbreak 
of Corona pandemic their preferences 
would spotlight combating the econom-
ic woes and regional geopolitical intrigue 
rather dealing the protracted conflicts. 

With unfavorable external impera-
tives, ignorance of global stake holders, 
persistency of Kashmir freedom move-
ment and zero-sum prepositions of the 
contending actors, the conflict likely to 
intensify and security of the region would 
further deteriorate. Conflict entrepreneur-
ship seemingly take center stage where 
engaging actors would attain divergent in-
terests- seeking political mileages, deflect-
ing the attentions from the catastrophes of 
poor governance whereas the sufferings of 
native masses would prolong. Thus, there 
is dire need to revamping the zero-sum 
prepositions to positive sum gains, myopic 
approach to holistic view and biasedness 
with prudent rationalization to ensure the 
peace restoration in larger benefit of pre-
venting humanitarian crisis and averting 
the jeopardizing of already fragile regional 
security architecture.
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International Perspective
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IN WHICH 
RIVALS CAST 

ONE ANOTHER 
AS ENEMIES

nce again, turmoil in Afghani-
stan forces us to face the con-
tradiction between the world 
we are creating and the world 

we want to leave our descendants. As 
the Great Game between the United 
States and China unfolds on a global 
scale, it seems both ironic and fitting 
that our attention should return to a 
land that has endured so many deadly 
dances between Great Powers and ru-
ined empires.

The more we ponder the Afghan 
tragedy the more we see it as a meta-
phor for our global predicament and 
as a warning for the future. American 
and Chinese leaders have to make a 
choice—will they clash more openly in 
a struggle to dominate Afghanistan and 
its neighboring regions or will they rein 
in their ambitions and jealousies to ac-
complish goals that benefit themselves 
and many others? The answer will go 
a long way toward promoting war or 
peace not merely in Eurasia but in the 
Pacific and the world at large.

The current trend is not encour-
aging. Washington and Beijing are 
locked in a classic security dilemma—a 
self-sustaining cycle of mistrust and 
belligerence in which rivals cast one 
another as enemies who are pitted in 
a fight to the finish on nearly all issues 
and in every region. In this sense, Af-
ghanistan is a microcosm of the Great 
Game writ large—a planetary duel of 
encirclement and counter-maneuver, 
with each side carving out spheres of 
influence and enclosing once open seas, 
aiming to control choke points that can 
deny access to vital routes and resourc-
es.

Such unremitting brinkmanship 
invites miscalculation and escalation 
because political and military leaders 

consistently underestimate risk and 
convince one another they can control 
the next sequence of moves.

Under different circumstances, 
the path ahead for Afghanistan and its 
neighbors would seem straightforward. 
The country abounds in untapped re-
sources, both natural and human, that 
can fuel post-war recovery while spur-
ring development in surrounding re-
gions and far beyond. Its vast and var-
ied mineral wealth is a prize for any 
multinational mining company and a 
potential lifeline for battered supply 
chains struggling to support factories 
and construction sites on every conti-
nent.

Along with Pakistan, Afghanistan 
lies at the intersection of at least two 
planned energy corridors that can carry 
oil and natural gas from Iran to China in 
one direction and from Turkmenistan 
to India in another. Transit fees from 
these routes alone could transform Af-
ghanistan’s economy and society with-
in a single generation. On top of this, 
there is future role for Afghanistan as 
a land bridge linking the commerce of 
the Indian Ocean with Central Asia and, 
from there, to growing transcontinental 
railroads and highways reaching all the 
way to the Atlantic and Pacific coasts.
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As usual, impressions in Washing-
ton and Beijing are increasingly at odds 
concerning the likely consequences for 
peace and development.

All of these enterprises fit per-
fectly with China’s ongoing efforts to 
build a New Silk Road, also known as 
the Belt and Road Initiative. Led by Chi-
nese finance and engineering, the New 
Silk Road seeks to turn most of Eur-
asia and Africa into a single, integrated 
market held together with overlapping 
networks of infrastructure and con-
nectivity that will span the oceans and 
continents. Such a vision can be both 
inspiring and terrifying, depending on 
one’s perspective. As usual, impressions 
in Washington and Beijing are increas-
ingly at odds concerning the likely con-
sequences for peace and development.

Most ordinary Americans are un-
familiar with the New Silk Road. Mass 
media give it scant attention and it is 
just beginning to register in government 
and business circles. So far, discussion is 
dominated by Beltway think tanks and 
consultants who specialize in pitching 
small ideas to cautious bureaucrats. 
The big picture folks concerned with 
geopolitics and security are divided, but 
largely negative in assessing the long-
term impact on American interests.

In a nutshell, they believe that 
whatever strengthens China’s influ-
ence and prestige will further undercut 
America’s already weakened position 
in world affairs. From this perspec-
tive, China’s gains are America’s losses; 
hence, Afghanistan’s inclusion in the 
New Silk Road would come at America’s 
expense, both materially and symboli-
cally.

Better to let the dust settle first 
and deal with whoever prevails in the 
ensuing power struggles between the 
Taliban and their rivals.

Of course, Chinese leaders are in 
no hurry to pour money and manpow-
er into an active war zone. They already 
have their hands full in Pakistan where 
thousands of specially deployed troops 
still cannot protect Chinese workers 
from attacks by local terrorists and sep-
aratists. Besides, Afghanistan’s most 
valuable assets are mineral and geo-
graphic. They are not going anywhere 
and no one else is going to snatch them 
from Beijing’s grasp.

Better to let the dust settle first 
and deal with whoever prevails in the 
ensuing power struggles between the 
Taliban and their rivals. In the mean-
time, American and Chinese leaders will 
be gauging one another’s strength and 
intentions, both globally and region by 

region, with the New Silk Road acquir-
ing greater weight in everyone’s calcu-
lations.

The Biden administration’s re-
sponses to Chinese ambitions have 
been glib and unsubstantial. Instead of 
a grand vision for economic develop-
ment, they are floating a public relations 
campaign to Build Back Better Globally 
(3BG for short). The core members are 
supposed to be the advanced industri-
al democracies who will also promote 
high standards in human rights and an-
ti-corruption.

This network is invited to partner 
with a new coalition of liberal democ-
racies—The Summit for Democracy—
supporting freedom and independence 
against authoritarian trends backed 
by China and Russia. The league of de-
mocracies, in turn, will overlap with an 
emerging naval alliance—The Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue—committed 
to preserving free and open seas in the 
combined waters of the Indian Ocean 
and the western Pacific.

The anti-China tone of these ini-
tiatives is self-evident, but Biden’s team 
has sharpened the message by add-
ing Taiwan to the mix in ways that are 
bound to provoke Beijing’s anger. Wash-
ington is elevating Taiwan’s diplomatic 
standing, increasing arms sales, and 
stepping up naval and air operations 
around the island and in nearby zones 
of contested territories. Biden feels the 
need to display American strength and 
resolve in a time of diminishing confi-
dence in Washington’s protective um-
brella. But he misreads the prevailing 
sentiments of East Asian leaders who 
worry that the U.S. might be inviting a 
fight it cannot win unless it is willing to 
widen the battlefield and wage all-out 

war in their backyards.
The Biden administration needs to 

abandon its chosen course of confron-
tation, ideological posturing, and rhe-
torical bluster. The last thing we need 
is an American version of China’s wolf 
warrior diplomacy. Pundits may argue 
that the world abhors power vacuums, 
but, today, what it hates even more are 
would-be hegemons that try to exploit 
them. If the U.S. insists on competing 
with China for the title of most benev-
olent hegemon, both sides will fail. No 
nation can provide any set of public 
goods—economic or military—that will 
earn legitimacy and acquiescence from 
independent states or from the newly 
assertive movements of global civil so-
ciety.

With Afghanistan or without it, 
the New Silk Road offers a compelling 
vision for cooperation and progress on 
a scale that would have been unimag-
inable a decade ago. It is utopian in 
the best sense of the word. It is China’s 
brainchild, but it is not Beijing’s puppet 
or Trojan horse.

All the partners have wills of their 
own and their citizens are determined 
to recast the projects to suit local needs 
instead of foreign and elite interests. 
American leaders are wavering be-
tween trying to subvert the venture 
and mounting a rival effort on a small-
er scale. Sadly, Washington is missing 
out on the best option of all—joining 
the emergent transnational community 
and taking its turn in steering the com-
mon enterprise in positive directions. If 
you can’t lick ‘em, join ‘em. Share in the 
credit, avoid being a spoiler, and don’t 
have sour grapes.
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ettler-colonialism is violent in 
nature and is built on the ne-
gation of natives’ basic rights 
and their very existence. Al-

geria under French rule and Palestine 
under Israeli rule are no exception to 
such colonial violence. In an attempt 
to push them to surrender to the will 
of their colonial masters, the use of 
excessive and brutal violence against 
settler-colonized people in both coun-
tries has been well documented. But 
history has proven that this tactic 
does not work, and it backfires at a 
high human cost.

On May 8, 1945, France killed 
45,000 Algerians who took to the 
streets to demand independence from 
France following the victory of the Al-
lied Forces over Nazi Germany. Today, 
the world is watching the ongoing vi-
olent displacement of Palestinians in 
Jerusalem and elsewhere in silence, 
without doing more than condemning 
it.

The proven violent nature of set-
tler-colonialism often produces vi-
olent reactions from the colonized 
people. This is true about the National 
Liberation Front (NLF) in Algeria, and 
all Palestinian factions and groups 
such as Fatah, Hamas, and the PFLP. 
The NLF in Algeria engaged in a cam-

paign of revolutionary violence that 
was extraordinary in nature and in-
cluded, among many other methods of 
torture, cutting the throats of French 
soldiers captured by the group “like 
sheep.” The same applies to the Pales-
tinians who have used various violent 
means including bombings and kid-
nappings.

In the cases of both Palestine and 
Algeria, the state violence against 
colonized people has excessively sur-
passed the violence used by non-state 
Algerian and Palestinian actors. To 
give an example, France’s use of vio-
lence against Algerians was remark-
ably brutal with hundreds of NLF 
members being killed under torture – 
in some cases, they were thrown from 
high places and announced to have 
committed suicide. In its most recent 
confrontation with the Palestinians in 
May 2021, Israel killed more than 250 
Palestinians in 11 days compared to 
13 Israelis killed by Palestinian fire.

The use of violence by non-state ac-
tors in Algeria and Palestine does not 
negate their attempts to end colonial 
rule by dialogue. The NLF was ready 
to engage in dialogue with the French 
authorities, but France, which called 
Algeria “French Algeria,” refused any 
form of dialogue with the NLF.
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Although many Palestinian 
factions consider armed resistance 
central to their struggle with Israel, 
factions such as Fatah and Hamas 
have in many instances engaged in 
non-violent resistance against Is-
rael, which was also met with vio-
lence.

Just like in Palestine, in Al-
geria, France responded with full 
force to Algerian non-violent ac-
tions, including the 1956 strike, 
as it viewed any Algerian action 
against its rule an issue of law and 
order, negating Algerians’ desire 
for independence.

This is also true for the pro-
tests of the first Palestinian Inti-
fada, which started as non-violent 
and turned violent as Israel used 
excessive force against protesters, 
including breaking their bones. The 
Great March of Return in the Gaza 
Strip is another example of how 
Israel responded to Palestinian en-
gagement in non-violent resistance, 
with Israeli snipers killing 214 Pal-
estinian, and injuring 36,000 oth-
ers, while many were intentionally 
shot in the knee to be maimed. Just 
like in Palestine, in Algeria, France 
responded with full force to Alge-
rian non-violent actions, including 
the 1956 strike, as it viewed any 
Algerian action against its rule an 
issue of law and order, negating Al-
gerians’ desire for independence.

The NLF was more willing to 
accept the use of violence as the 
only means for a crushed people. It 
was also more accepting of terms 
such as “urban terrorism” to de-
scribe its actions, unlike the Pales-
tinians, who have paid a heavy price 
for the listing of groups such as the 
PLO and Hamas on the terror lists 
of the U.S. and the EU. Palestinian 
groups see the use of violence as a 
response to Israel’s use of violence 
against the Palestinians, which 
continues unbated.

As far as violence is con-
cerned, state violence is less de-
bated and discussed in so far as 
global politics, and international 
relations and interests govern this 
process, including the perception 
of violence.

As far as violence is con-
cerned, state violence is less de-

bated and discussed in so far as 
global politics, and international 
relations and interests govern this 
process, including the perception 
of violence. Not only on a state lev-
el, such as the case of France in Al-
geria and of Israel in Palestine, but 
settler groups have also formed 
armed groups that have carried 
out violent acts that resulted in the 
killing of innocent people in both 
Palestine and Algeria.

This includes attacks carried 
out by the Secret Army Organiza-
tion in Algeria and the price-tag 
Israeli settler groups, which are 
accused of burning Palestinian 
groves, mosques, and houses. Their 
attacks have claimed the lives of 
Palestinian teenager Muhammad 
Abu-Khudair in Jerusalem and the 
Dawabshe family in Duma, who 
were all burned to death in 2015.

The refusal of state actors 
to use violence can’t win moral 
ground as long as it permits the use 
of violence against colonized peo-
ple. Israel’s creation was accompa-
nied by a surge of violence not just 
against the Palestinians, who were 
made refugees, but also against the 
colonial British forces in Palestine.

In addition to dozens of docu-
mented massacres against Palestin-
ians, Zionist militias have used car 
bombings and assassinations both 
against Palestinian and British tar-
gets, forcing some 750,000 Pales-
tinians out of their towns and vil-
lages. The same applies to France, 
which today glorifies the French 
(violent) resistance to the Nazi oc-
cupation of France during World 
War II. Glorifying the use of arms 
by states and denying its use by the 
very people they occupy deprives 
these states, namely France and Is-
rael, of the moral high ground.

Today, the use of violence is 
condemned by most world govern-
ments, and non-state actors en-
gaged in violence are often isolated 
and placed under pressure. The an-
ti-colonial movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s no longer exists. Today, 
the challenge for the Palestinians is 
to be committed to their rights and 
exert all needed efforts to obtain 
these rights without being inter-
nationally isolated because of their 

use of violence.
Committing to non-violence 

as a strategy is one way to achieve 
this and it proved effective during 
the Civil Rights Movement in the 
U.S. and the Salt March in India 
staged by Mahatma Gandhi. How-
ever, whether this will be the case 
in Palestine is debatable. So far, the 
use of violence and non-violence 
alike have not led to their libera-
tion.

The morality of the use of vio-
lence in (settler-) colonial contexts 
should not be questioned in isola-
tion from the state violence used 
against the colonized people. Set-
tler-colonialism is violent in nature 
– including that of France and Isra-
el – in the same way the response to 
it is also violent. Violence creates a 
vicious cycle and the way to end it 
passes through ending colonial vi-
olence, which creates this cycle in 
the first place by denying people 
their national and political rights.

It is no coincidence that today 
Palestinians and Algerians can re-
late to each other based on their 
experiences under colonial rules 
– similar experiences produce a 
sense of solidarity emanating from 
relating to the experience of oth-
ers. For this reason, the Palestinian 
flag is a familiar object at Algerian 
protests and the Algerian flag is an 
equally familiar object at Palestin-
ian protests against the ongoing Is-
raeli colonization.
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cross Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syr-
ia, the U.S. Department of De-
fense has confirmed that, as at 
the fourth fiscal quarter of 2020, 

it had engaged the services of 27,388 
contractors in these three theatres.

 Mercenaries have been a part of war 
since humans first started to coordinate 
and live amongst each other in societies. 
In the classical era, Xenophon of Ath-
ens recounted how his mercenary force, 
“The Ten Thousand”, helped Achaemenid 
prince Cyrus the Younger in his failed at-
tempt to usurp the Persian throne from 
his brother Artaxerxes II. This extended 
through to the famous mercenary armies 
of the Renaissance period, famously crit-
icized by writer and philosopher Nicco-
lo Machiavelli for being a threat to their 
employers.

However, and despite numerous 
national laws forbidding mercenary ac-
tivity in the militarily advanced Western 
world, mercenaries have continued to 
flourish and thrive in the battlefields and 
cities of Iraq and Afghanistan – the two 
countries who suffered the most from 
the American imperial footprint in the 
21st century.

With the United States now openly 
stating that it intends to disengage from 
both countries, it is likely that, rather 
than reduce the number of mercenaries 
deployed, it will instead increasingly rely 
on its army of private military contrac-
tors to secure its interests.

The Case of Iraq
As one of the world’s most fossil 

fuel-rich nations, Iraq has been bless-
ed (and cursed) with bountiful natural 
resources. This has obviously attracted 
the avarice and attention of massive in-

ternational energy companies who wish 
to exploit Iraq’s oil stocks and also its 
burgeoning natural gas fields. Exxon-
Mobil, one of the world’s largest oil and 
gas companies headquartered in Texas, 
operates two subsidiaries in Iraq, one of 
which deals with the Northern Iraq Re-
gion and one of which specializes in con-
tracts relating to the richer oil fields in 
the Iraqi south. ExxonMobil is currently 
the lead contractor at the West Qurnah 
oilfield in cooperation with China’s Pet-
roChina.

ExxonMobil’s operations have been 
targeted several times by pro-Iran Shia 
jihadist groups who were seeking to 
make the U.S. presence in Iraq as inhospi-
table as possible in order to give Tehran 
the diplomatic leverage it needed against 
Washington elsewhere. The American oil 
giant had to evacuate its employees on 
several occasions, including after rocket 
attacks struck their compound near Bas-
ra in 2019.

These compounds are guarded not 
by U.S. combat troops, but by mercenar-
ies – or, as they like to be known, private 
military contractors. The use of the word 
“contractors” is intentional as it is vague 
enough to cover numerous operations, 
whether that be training, logistics, or 
even the use of deadly force.
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“These compounds are guard-
ed not by U.S. combat troops, but by 
mercenaries – or, as they like to be 
known, private military contractors.”

Perhaps the starkest example of 
the use of deadly force is when the 
American mercenary company Black-
water, which has since rebranded 
itself as Academi, used deadly force 
on unarmed civilians during the Ni-
sour Square massacre in Baghdad in 
2007, killing 14 and wounding oth-
ers. While three mercenaries were 
sentenced to 30 years in jail for man-
slaughter and one was sentenced to 
life for first-degree murder, former 
President Donald Trump pardoned 
all four killers in one of the ugliest 
and most egregious acts of American 
exceptionalism committed during his 
time in office.

This will have the effect of em-
boldening mercenary companies as 
they know they can acquire billions in 
contracts while operating in a murky 
world devoid of accountability in a 
corporate war environment where vi-
olence equals profit.

“The Iraqi experience is largely 
replicated in the Afghan theatre, with 
mercenary companies running logis-

tics to various American and NATO 
bases.”

The Case of Afghanistan
The Iraqi experience is largely 

replicated in the Afghan theatre, with 
mercenary companies running logis-
tics to various American and NATO 
bases, providing highway security for 
supply routes, guarding embassies 
and government installations, and 
even providing training to the Afghan 
police.

However, a series of scandals 
involving contractors using deadly 
force and engaging in corruption and 
black market smuggling operations 
caused enough of an uproar to force 
then-President Hamid Karzai to ban 
several mercenary companies, in-
cluding Blackwater.

However, and commensurate 
with Karzai’s status as a president 
of an occupied country, international 
pressure forced the Afghan govern-
ment to backtrack and they decid-
ed to allow mercenaries to simply 
rebrand themselves not as private 
security but as “risk management” 
companies. This was after NATO 
countries doubted the Afghan Public 
Protection Force’s capabilities of pro-

viding security in the country they 
were apparently sovereign over.

With the Taliban currently as-
cendant and the U.S.-installed Afghan 
government facing an existential 
threat, it is highly doubtful that the 
United States will entirely cut their 
losses and withdraw from Afghani-
stan. China has recently made a num-
ber of overtures by formally hosting 
Taliban officials and this will raise 
concerns in Washington as they al-
ready face off against Beijing in other 
strategic theaters around the globe.

It is therefore likely that the U.S. 
will want to secure the Afghan gov-
ernment by allowing international 
mercenary companies to continue to 
operate as “advisers” who will pro-
vide training. This may have the effect 
of allowing the Afghan government 
to maintain control over Kabul and 
other major population centers, ef-
fectively controlling islets surround-
ed by a sea of Taliban control in rural 
Afghanistan. Naturally, Kabul will pay 
through the nose for the pleasure of 
hosting mercenaries to ensure their 
survival.
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t the time of Pakistan’s indepen-
dence, the diplomatic relations 
between Pakistan and Iraq were 
established on the basis of com-

mon religion and similar political incli-
nations i.e. both Pakistan and Iraq were 
in the US camp. The mutual partnership 
between the two countries was further 
strengthened by the US-led Baghdad Pact 
which had developed the security and stra-
tegic interdependence between Pakistan, 
Iran and Iraq. However, the “honeymoon” 
of two countries remained short-lived. 
In 1958, as the US-backed monarchy was 
overthrown by the military, the regional 
as well as international politics of both the 
states became increasingly divergent from 
each other. 

Brief History of Opposition
The newly established regime in Iraq 

– on the basis of its anti-imperialist ideolo-
gy – was pro-Soviet. On the other hand, Pa-
kistan was actively collaborating with the 
US against the Soviet Union as evident from 
the U-2 Plane Incident in 1960. Further-
more, being an ally of the Soviet, Iraq be-
came hostile against the Gulf States which 
were dependent upon the US security for 
the survival of their regimes. Pakistan’s 
cordial relations with the Gulf Monarchies 
also prevented it from establishing active 
diplomatic contacts with Iraq. Through-
out the 1960s and especially in the 1970s, 
Iraq became the major recipient of Soviet’s 
arms which threatened the Gulf security. 
After the downfall of Gamal Abdel Nasser 
of Egypt in the aftermath of the 1967 Ar-
ab-Israel War, Iraq emerged out to be the 
most pivotal state for the Soviet Union as it 
received the largest share of Soviet’s arms 
after India during the 1970-75. 

In the first half of 1970s, under the 

leadership of Prime Minister Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, Pakistan experimented with Is-
lamic Socialism and hence, reinvigorated 
its relations with the Soviet Union. Simul-
taneously, Iraq had concluded its friend-
ship treaty with the Soviet Union in the 
early 1970s. However, despite closer to 
the Soviets, both Pakistan and Iraq, still, 
couldn’t advance their mutual diplomatic 
ties for two major reasons. First one was 
the recognition of Bangladesh by Iraq in 
1972 which further sour the relations 
while second was the support of Iraq to the 
Baloch insurgents through its embassy in 
Islamabad. The 1973 raid on Iraqi Embas-
sy in Islamabad brought to forefront the 
Iraq’s sponsorship of Baloch insurgents in 
Pakistan. These two incidents highlighted 
the scale of cooperation between Iraq and 
Pakistan’s arch-rival – India – against the 
interests of Pakistan. The decade of 1970s 
saw the oil boom in the Middle Eastern 
states which led to the close economic and 
security partnership of Iraq with India. 
Thousands of Indian workers sought job 
opportunities in Iraq’s oil sector in return 
for importing Iraq’s oil. Furthermore, In-
dian military also trained and equipped 
Iraqi Army and Air Force. The military col-
laboration between the two countries also 
led to Iraq’s supporting stance over Indian 
occupation of Kashmir which also brought 
it in contradiction to Pakistan’s interests. 
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During the 1980s, Pakistan and 
Iraq again found the opportunity to be in 
alliance with each other owing to inter-
national developments. Pakistan was the 
frontline state for the US in the Afghan 
War while Iraq became the chief client of 
the US arms and ammunitions in its war 
against Iran. Nevertheless, the military 
adventurism of Iraq after the Iran-Iraq 
war and its invasion of Kuwait led to the 
condemnation from Pakistan. Pakistan 
also deployed its troops for the security 
of the Gulf region, primarily the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. In the second half 
of 1980s, when Pakistan experienced 
the rise of sectarianism, Iraq was found 
involved spurring the sectarian rift in-
side Pakistan through its sponsorship of 
Sawad e Azam Ahle Sunnat – a sectarian 
group in Pakistan. In the post-1991 era, 
the relations between Pakistan and Iraq 
were also hampered due to the imposi-
tion of international sanctions on Iraq. 

Factors of Non-Interaction
Apart from the aforementioned 

events, the major factor which led to the 
weakening of ties between Pakistan and 
Iraq was their divergent objectives which 
instilled the behaviour of overlooking 
each other at the international level. Pa-
kistan’s strategic objectives were aligned 
with the Gulf Monarchies like Saudi Ara-
bia and UAE which had been crucial for 
Pakistan in its financial crisis. Since the 
Gulf Monarchies were sceptical of Iraq’s 
regional role, Pakistan had to side with 
its Gulf partners. Similarly, Iraq found the 
economic potential of India and China in 
the respective phases more attractive 
than that of Pakistan. In fact, the policy of 
overlooking each other continued even 
after the collapse of Baathist Regime in 
2003. In post-Saddam era, as the Iraqi 
oil potential exploded, China and India 
became the major recipients of Iraqi oil. 
Both the states also continued to develop 
the energy and power sector of Iraq as 
well. On the other hand, Pakistan main-
tained its traditional ties with the Gulf 
States and didn’t benefit from the re-
newed energy potential of Iraq. 

Another important factor in the 
non-interaction between Pakistan and 
Iraq was their focus on their respective 
territories and regions, hence preventing 
them from fostering their foreign policy 
goals beyond their neighbourhood. Since 
2007, Pakistan was engulfed in its fight 
against terrorism in different phases in 
its north-western region of FATA. Simi-
larly, Iraq also experienced the civil war 
in 2007 and the subsequent rise of ISIS 
after 2011. Apart from the security, both 
the countries also faced the internal 
political and economic unrest. The in-

ter-sectarian political rifts in Iraq, flexing 
of muscles by Iran and the US to domi-
nate Iraqi political landscape led to the 
weakening of the state’s apparatus. Since 
2016, Iraq witnessed massive mass pro-
tests, primarily led by Muqtada Al-Sadr 
against the political system and the dete-
riorating economic situation of the coun-
try. Likewise, the decades long struggle 
of Pakistan with the democratic system 
and the domination of elite culture, also 
led to the mass protests across the coun-
try, mainly the 2013 and 2014 Islamabad 
sit-ins by Tahir ul Qadri and Imran Khan, 
respectively. 

Present Opportunities
In the present circumstances, the 

foreign policy outlooks of both Pakistan 
and Iraq have been shifted from geo-
politics to geo-economics. Many inter-
national factors like the rise of Asia and 
globalization, and domestic aspects like 
the crippling economy, inflation, unem-
ployment and mass resentments have 
led both the states to focus on their econ-
omy. Moreover, as the nuances of terror-
ism have been minimized by both the 
countries i.e. Pakistan’s successful oper-
ation in South Waziristan destroyed the 
network of terrorism and Iraq’s triumph 
over the ISIS, the focus is now on recon-
structing the economy. 

The recent visits by the high offi-
cials of Pakistan and Iraq into each oth-
er’s countries highlight the growing co-
operation and willingness of interaction 
between the two states. In this regards, 
following areas of cooperation are of 
greater importance. 

1. Defence
In the defence sector, the interests 

of both Pakistan and Iraq now converge 
with each other. Both the states have 
witnessed the rise of dogmatic groups 
as well as terrorism, leading to the de-
terioration of security across their re-
spective countries. Thus, it presents the 
opportunities to both the states to share 
their experiences with each other and 
develop the framework of intelligence 
sharing, military exercises and trainings. 
Pakistan, in this area, has the advantage 
over Iraq and could assist Iraq in vari-
ous ways. Firstly, Pakistan can provide 
trainings to Iraqi cadets in its prestigious 
military academy. Secondly, as Pakistan 
has the strong military industrial com-
plex and produces edge-cutting military 
equipment, Pakistan can export these to 
Iraq to boost up the operational capacity 
of Iraqi Army. JF-17 Thunder fighter jet 
and other tanks and ammunitions are 
of greater importance in this regard. On 
the other hand, the emerging threat of 
ISIS-Khorasan in Afghanistan can also 

bring the two countries in security col-
laboration with each other. Iraq has the 
experience of fighting ISIS and can pro-
vide valuable insight of its modus ope-
randi with Pakistan to prevent it from 
gaining momentum in the border re-
gions of Pakistan. 

2. Economy
Economy is probably the most vi-

tal feature in the partnership of both the 
countries. Iraq, despite having the huge 
energy resources, is facing the economic 
collapse as well as the power deficien-
cy. Although Pakistan’s own economic 
vulnerability does not allow it to put in 
the economic investments in Iraq, how-
ever, Pakistan can contribute through its 
manpower resource. Pakistani workers 
choose the Middle East as their priori-
ty destination for the work and hence, 
Pakistan could offer Iraq the services of 
its workers in reconstructing the energy 
sector. In return, Pakistan could also be 
benefitted from the foreign remittances 
which those workers would send back 
to the country. This could also transform 
into a consolidated energy partnership 
and Pakistan could import oil from Iraq. 
Not only would it allow Iraq to expand 
the scope of its oil exports but would also 
lessen Pakistan’s dependency on the Gulf 
oil which, sometimes, force Pakistan to 
adopt the compromising policy in favour 
of Saudi Arabia.   

3. Tourism
In case of tourism, Iraq is the ma-

jor Middle Eastern hub for the religious 
tourism especially regarding the 10th of 
Muharram and Arbaeen. The pilgrims 
from Pakistan participate in these reli-
gious events in high numbers. However, 
both Pakistan and Iraq are unable to take 
any benefit from these events. The pri-
mary reason is the lack of government’s 
participation in managing and facilitat-
ing the pilgrimages. Unlike Hajj, there is 
no central authority to govern this type 
of tourism and the major tasks are car-
ried out by the private enterprises which 
manage the travelling, visits, hospita-
bility and other responsibilities. Due to 
the large sum charged by the private en-
terprises, many pilgrims often seek the 
government’s help to facilitate in their 
tour. Hence, both Pakistan and Iraq could 
draft the mechanism of establishing the 
central authority which could initiate the 
special flights and buses, and arrange the 
stay of the visitors. The inclusion of the 
governments of both the states would 
not only result in the lessening of the 
prices but it could also allow both the 
states to receive the revenues from it. 
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urkey’s military UAVs (un-
manned aerial vehicles) created 
a storm in and around the Mid-
dle East with a lot more poten-

tial in the bag for the industry’s future. 
The Bayraktar TB2s immense impact on 
the Turkish military operations in Syria 
and the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict cre-
ated a momentum for more exports. As 
several countries publicly announced 
that they were considering acquiring 
these smart weapons systems, a number 
of countries penned contracts with Tur-
key to purchase them swiftly.

The potential impact for this ex-
port momentum is threefold. First, the 
export of UAVs to Eastern Europe will 
create a new dimension to NATO’s secu-
rity approach against Russia. Second, it 
will encourage other Eastern European 
or even European countries to purchase 
these military systems. Third, if we look 
at the issue’s security dimension, the 
Turkish military superiority in NATO and 
the Middle East will be strengthened as 
the systems will transform into a prestige 
and tactical presence.

Eastern European countries such 
as Hungary, Latvia, Albania, Serbia, and 
Poland have all expressed interest in the 
Bayraktar TB2s, which has been on the 
front burner since the decisive Turkish 
operations in Syria. The Turkish aerial 
superiority resulting from the UAVs be-

come the hotbed of discussions as the 
Russian air-defense systems such as Pan-
tsir-S1 and S-200s were damaged or de-
stroyed on several occasions.

As the military records of destroyed 
air defense systems became viral, the 
Bayraktar TB2 has attracted attention 
in almost all regions of the world. This 
interest was crowned by several pro-
curement procedures and memoranda of 
understanding between Baykar Inc., the 
producer, and countries like Qatar, Azer-
baijan, Poland, and most recently Alba-
nia.

Baykar Inc.’s exports were globally 
discussed when Russia’s rival, Ukraine, 
decided to import this technology in 
2019. Twelve Bayraktar UAVs and three 
ground control stations (GCS) were pur-
chased for $69 million with a 5-unit ad-
dition in 2020. 

Turkey’s UAV Breakthrough Creates 
Another Path to MENA

SEVERAL 
MIDDLE 

EASTERN 
AND AFRICAN 

COUNTRIES 
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SAUDI ARABIA, 
SOMALIA, 

AND EGYPT 
EXPRESSED 

INTEREST IN 
PURCHASING 
THE TURKISH 

UAVS
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There were statements about a 

joint venture between Ukraine and 
Turkey (including Ukrspetsexport 
and Baykar) to produce aerial tech-
nology and precision systems. It was 
stated that Turkey allowed Ukraine 
to sell the domestically produced TB2 
drones to clients other than those of 
Turkey. However, the exact content of 
the agreement is yet to be made pub-
lic. “Eastern European states such as 
Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary, Latvia, Al-
bania, and the Republic of Serbia have 
publicly announced their interest in 
purchasing Bayraktar TB2s.”Poland 
and Turkey finalized an agreement for 
the procurement of 24 Bayraktar TB2s 
with deliveries to begin next year. This 
24-unit procurement deal includes 
training and the purchase of anti-tank 
missiles, which means that the deal 
will easily surge over the $100 million 
threshold with the addition of a mini-
mum of 3-5 GCSs that are necessary to 
operate the systems.

While the defense sector was 
busy analyzing and trying to grasp an 
EU and NATO member’s acquisition of 
this Turkish military system, Albania 
also confirmed a procurement worth 
more than $9 million indicating that 
the country will obtain at least two 
Bayraktar TB2 units from Turkey. The 
Latvian Defense Minister visited the 
Baykar Inc. headquarters in the be-

ginning of June 2021 which created 
a perception that it might be the next 
country to import the UAVs.

However, the interest in Turkish 
military systems is neither limited to 
Bayraktar TB2s nor to Eastern Eu-
rope. The Turkish UAVs have made 
their impact on North African skies 
several years ago through exports and 
the Libyan civil war. The first country 
to import the Turkish UAVs was Tu-
nisia in 2020 with the first Anka UAV 
manufactured by Turkish Aerospace 
Industries.

This $80 million deal opened 
the North African market for Turkish 
military drone exports. Five months 
later, another North African country, 
Morocco, struck a deal to acquire 13 
Bayraktar TB2s with four GCSs in a 
deal worth more than $70 million.

Moreover, several Middle Eastern 
and African countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, Somalia, and Egypt expressed 
interest in purchasing the Turkish 
UAVs in the future. The Turkish ex-
pansion of military technology into 
Africa caused serious challenges for 
France as Khalifa Haftar’s forces were 
defeated thanks to the UAVs’ military 
superiority.

“The battle-proven Turkish mil-
itary systems might create the op-
portunity for states with security 
challenges such as Libya, Somalia, 

Rwanda, Sudan.”
This process might hint at the 

same potential impact in other Afri-
can countries with sovereignty issues 
such as Morocco (Western Sahara), 
Somalia, Ethiopia, and Sudan. Increas-
ing Turkish influence in these territo-
ries might challenge EU and the U.S. 
gains in this region while encouraging 
these states to resent the status quo.

The battle-proven Turkish mil-
itary systems might create the op-
portunity for states with security 
challenges such as Libya, Somalia, 
Rwanda, Sudan, etc. to control their 
territory effectively and fight against 
terrorist activities at home. The Turk-
ish military experience in Turkish, 
Iraqi, Afghani, and Syrian territories 
might also serve as leverage for the 
increasing Turkish influence and trust 
in Turkish military technology.
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he decision by the African Union 
Commission, on July 22, to grant 
Israel observer status member-
ship in the AU was the culmina-

tion of years of relentless Israeli efforts 
aimed at co-opting Africa’s largest polit-
ical institution. Why is Israel so keen on 
penetrating Africa? What made African 
countries finally succumb to Israeli pres-
sure and lobbying?

To answer the above questions, one 
has to appreciate the new Great Game 
under way in many parts of the world, es-
pecially in Africa, which has always been 
significant to Israel’s geopolitical designs. 
Starting in the early 1950s to the mid-70s, 
Israel’s Africa network was in constant ex-
pansion. The 1973 war, however, brought 
that affinity to an abrupt end.

What Changed Africa
Ghana, in West Africa, officially rec-

ognized Israel in 1956, just eight years 
after Israel was established atop the ruins 
of historic Palestine. What seemed like an 
odd decision at the time – considering Af-
rica’s history of western colonialism and 
anti-colonial struggles – ushered in a new 
era of African-Israeli relations. By the ear-
ly 1970s, Israel had established a strong 
position for itself on the continent. On the 
eve of the 1973 Israeli-Arab war, Israel 
had full diplomatic ties with 33 African 
countries.

“The October War”, however, pre-
sented many African countries with a 
stark choice: siding with Israel – a country 
born out of Western colonial intrigues – 
or the Arabs, who are connected to Afri-
ca through historical, political, economic, 

cultural and religious bonds. Most Afri-
can countries opted for the latter choice. 
One after the other, African countries be-
gan severing their ties with Israel. Soon 
enough, no African state, other than Ma-
lawi, Lesotho and Swaziland, had official 
diplomatic relations with Israel.

Then, the continent’s solidarity with 
Palestine went even further. The Organiza-
tion of African Unity – the precursor to the 
African Union – in its 12th ordinary ses-
sion held in Kampala in 1975, became the 
first international body to recognize, on a 
large scale, the inherent racism in Israel’s 
Zionist ideology by adopting Resolution 
77 (XII). This very Resolution was cited 
in the United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 3379, adopted in November 
of that same year, which determined that 
“Zionism is a form of racism and racial dis-
crimination”. Resolution 3379 remained 
in effect until it was revoked by the As-
sembly under intense American pressure 
in 1991.

Since Israel remained committed to 
that same Zionist, racist ideology of yester-
years, the only rational conclusion is that 
it was Africa, not Israel, that changed. But 
why?

DESPITE 
ISRAEL’S 
SENSE OF 

TRIUMPHALISM, 
IT SEEMS THAT 

THE FIGHT 
FOR AFRICA IS 
STILL RAGING, 

A BATTLE OF 
POLITICS, 

IDEOLOGY AND 
ECONOMIC 
INTERESTS 

THAT IS LIKELY 
TO CONTINUE 

UNABATED FOR 
YEARS TO COME

On Colonialism and Solidarity: The Decisive 
Israel-Palestine Battle Underway in Africa
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Second, the collapse of the unified 
Arab front on Palestine. That front has his-
torically served as the moral and political 
frame of reference for the pro-Palestine, 
anti-Israel sentiments in Africa. This start-
ed with the Egyptian government’s signing 
of the Camp David Agreement, in 1978-79 
and, later, the Oslo Accords between the Pal-
estinian leadership and Israel, in 1993.

Covert and overt normalization be-
tween Arab countries and Israel continued 
unabated over the last three decades, re-
sulting in the extension of diplomatic ties 
between Israel and several Arab countries, 
including African-Arab countries, like Su-
dan and Morocco. Other Muslim-majority 
African countries also joined the normal-
ization efforts. They include Chad, Mali and 
others.

Third, the ‘scramble for Africa’ was 
renewed with a vengeance. The neocolonial 
return to Africa brought back many of the 
same usual suspects – Western countries, 
which are, once more, realizing the un-
tapped potential of Africa in terms of mar-
kets, cheap labor and resources. A driving 
force for Western re-involvement in Africa 
is the rise of China as a global superpower 
with keen interests in investing in Africa’s 
dilapidated infrastructure. Whenever eco-
nomic competition is found, military hard-
ware is sure to follow. Now several Western 
militaries are openly operating in Africa 
under various guises – France in Mali and 
the Sahel region, the US’ many operations 
through US Africa Command (AFRICOM), 
and others.

Tellingly, Washington does not only 
serve as Israel’s benefactor in Palestine and 
the Middle East, but worldwide as well, and 
Israel is willing to go to any length to exploit 
the massive leverage it holds over the US 
government. This stifling paradigm, which 
has been at work in the Middle East region 
for decades, is also at work throughout Af-
rica. For example, last year the US admin-

istration agreed to remove Sudan from the 
state-sponsored terror list in exchange for 
Khartoum’s normalization with Israel.

In truth, Sudan is not the only coun-
try that understands – and is willing to 
engage in – this kind of ‘pragmatic’ – read 
under-handed – political barter. Others also 
have learned to play the game well. Indeed, 
by voting to admit Israel to the AU, some Af-
rican governments expect a return on their 
political investment, a return that will be 
exacted from Washington, not from Tel Aviv.

Unfortunately, albeit expectedly, as 
Africa’s normalization with Israel grew, Pal-
estine became increasingly a marginal issue 
on the agendas of many African govern-
ments, who are far more invested in realpo-
litik – or simply remaining on Washington’s 
good side – than honoring the anti-colonial 
legacies of their nations.

Netanyahu the Conqueror
However, there was another driving 

force behind Israel’s decision to ‘return’ to 
Africa than just political opportunism and 
economic exploitation. Successive events 
have made it clear that Washington is re-

treating from the Middle East and that the 
region was no longer a top priority for the 
dwindling American empire. For the US, 
China’s decisive moves to assert its power 
and influence in Asia are largely responsible 
for the American rethink.

The 2012 US withdrawal from Iraq, 
its ‘leadership from behind’ in Libya, its 
non-committal policy in Syria, among 
others, were all indicators pointing to the 
inescapable fact that Israel could no lon-
ger count on the blind and unconditional 
American support alone. Thus, the constant 
search for new allies began.

For the first time in decades, Israel 
began confronting its prolonged isolation at 
the UNGA. America’s vetoes at the UN Secu-
rity Council may have shielded Israel from 
accountability to its military occupation 
and war crimes; but US vetoes were hardly 
enough to give Israel the legitimacy that it 
has long coveted. In a recent conversation 
with former UN human rights envoy, Rich-
ard Falk, the Princeton Professor Emeritus 
explained to me that, despite Israel’s ability 
to escape punishment, it is rapidly losing 
what he refers to as the ‘legitimacy war’.

Palestine, according to Falk, contin-
ues to win that war, one that can only be 
achieved through real, grassroots global 
solidarity. It is precisely this factor that ex-
plains Israel’s keen interest in transferring 
the battlefield to Africa and other parts of 
the Global South.

On July 5, 2016, then Israeli Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, kick-start-
ed Israel’s own ‘scramble for Africa’ with a 
visit to Kenya, which was described as his-
toric by the Israeli media. Indeed, it was the 
first visit by an Israeli prime minister in the 
last 50 years. After spending some time in 
Nairobi, where he attended the Israel-Ken-
ya Economic Forum alongside hundreds 

of Israeli and 
Kenyan busi-
ness leaders, 
he moved on to 
Uganda, where 
he met leaders 
from other Af-
rican countries 
including South 
Sudan, Rwanda, 
Ethiopia and 
Tanzania. With-
in the same 
month, Israel 
a n n o u n c e d 
the renewal of 
diplomatic ties 
between Israel 
and Guinea.
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ISRAEL HAS 
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KURDISH 
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ASSOCIATION 
WITH THE 

PALESTINIAN 
CAUSE

he Kurdish region has been and 
still is an important region for 
the regional and extra-regional 
powers owing to its geostrategic 

significance and natural resources. In the 
pursuit of their interests, several states are 
executing different policies vis-à-vis the 
Kurdish region. Israel is no exception, but 
the interests of Israel and its policies to-
wards the region are destroying the peace 
of the region as Israel has been the only 
state to support the creation of a new state, 
Kurdistan, in the Middle East so far. 
There is no “Kurdistan” in the Middle East 
and has never been in history, however, the 
Kurds live across a large continuous block 
of the Middle East that spreads across Iraq, 
Iran, Syria, Armenia, and Turkey. Between 
25 and 35 million Kurds live in this region; 
16 million in Turkey, 6 million in Iraq, 8 
million in Iran, 2 million in Syria, and 2 mil-
lion in Armenia. The precise origin of the 
Kurds is uncertain, although some scholars 
believe them to be the descendants of var-
ious Indo-European tribes that settled in 
the area as early as 2000 BCE.     
In the seventh century AD, the conquering 
Arabs applied the name Kurds (Akrad) to 
the mountainous people, and history also 
records that the famous Saladin (Salah al-
Din), who fought so chivalrously and suc-
cessfully against the Christian Crusaders 
and Richard the Lionhearted, was a Kurd. 
Early in the 16th century, most of the Kurds 
fell under Ottoman Turkish rule, while the 
remainders were under Persian control. 
Badr Khan Beg, the ruler of the last semi-in-
dependent Kurdish emirate of Botan, sur-
rendered to the Ottomans in 1847.  
Coming to Israeli interests in the Kurdish 
region, Israel has geopolitical and eco-
nomic interests in this region. To achieve 

its vested interests, it has openly voiced 
its support for an independent Kurdistan. 
It has strong economic ties with the Kurd-
istan Regional Government (KRG). It is es-
timated that since 2015, Israel met almost 
77 percent of oil requirements from the 
KRG.  These imports are extremely import-
ant for the Zionist state, as it does not have 
access to the natural resources of oil-rich 
Gulf States. Israeli support to the KRG ref-
erendum has geopolitical connotations.
Besides oil flow, an independent Kurdistan 
commensurate with its late 1950s’ foreign 
policy’s cardinal ‘Periphery Doctrine’. The 
doctrine sought Israeli non-Arab allies in 
the periphery against the Arab Core. As 
part of this doctrine, Israel reached out to 
Kurdish leader Mustafa Barzani, the father 
of current Kurdish President Masoud Bar-
zani, several times throughout his time in 
office. As a result of these efforts, Mustafa 
Barzani visited Israel twice, once in 1968 
and once in 1973.

Israeli Interests Vis-à-Vis 
Kurdish Region

Zeeshan Shoukat
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Thus, the scene of Israeli flags 

flying in Kurdish towns during the ref-
erendum in 2017 along with reported 
slogans such as “We are second Israel” 
suggests an alteration of the Kurdish 
political culture and an apparent break 
from the past when Kurdish fighters 
trained and fought alongside members 
of the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in Beirut in the late sixties, seven-
ties, and early eighties. Since then, Israel 
has succeeded, with the help of Kurdish 
leaders like President Masoud Barzani, 
to infiltrate Kurdish society and end a 
once strong Kurdish association with 

the Palestinian cause. 
The support has also a historical 

context. In 1948, many of the Kurdish 
Jews fled to Israel from the existing 
Kurdish areas. Though it has little to 
do with the compassion for the Kurds, 
Israelis apparently maintain that Kurds 
are faced with the same sort of situation 
that Jews faced in the pre-Israel era i.e. 
high in numbers with no state. Along-
side, it is widely believed that since the 
1960s, Israel has been discreetly pro-
viding money, training, and other mili-
tary hardware assistance to KRG based 
on their shared status of ethnic minori-
ty status in the Middle East. 

Moreover, geopolitically Israel’s 
support for independence-seeking Mus-
lim State is natural and logical. An in-
dependent Kurdistan would provide an 
advantage to Israel in terms of Israel’s 
secured oil flow.  Also, Israel believes 
that an independent Kurdish state can 
serve as a potential foothold for the Is-

raeli military and intelligence, giving 
the country leverage against Iran, Syria, 
Iraq, and Turkey. The creation of an in-
dependent Kurdish state in the Middle 
East also fits perfectly into Oded Yion’s 
1982 plan for the Middle East, which ad-
vocated the split-up of the Arab World 
along ethnic and sectarian lines to 
strengthen Israel and expand its hege-
mony.

Israel has also found an opportuni-
ty in the form of the Kurdistan indepen-
dence issue for diverting the attention 
of Middle Eastern States from Israel. 
This shift of focus would allow Israel to 

further its agenda of speeding up the 
settlements in Palestinian territories 
thereby facilitating its move towards 
‘Greater Israel’. On the other hand, an 
independent Kurdistan is perceived to 
be a “Second Israel” in the Middle East. 

At present, the Kurds in Iraq have 
gained a significant foothold, they have 
established their defense forces and 
are running a government named as 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 
in the autonomous Kurdistan Region of 
northern Iraq. The KRG is fuelling the 
Israeli-made and sponsored movement 
in Turkey, Syria, and Iran. Recently, the 
KRG was criticized by Iran and Turkey 
for its controversial attempt to print a 
commemorative stamp to mark a visit 
by Pope Francis. The stamp was said to 
have depicted a map that included prov-
inces in Iran, Turkey, Syria, and Iraq. 

Kurds-led terror groups are active 
in Turkey, Syria, and Iran that are creat-
ing instability and chaos in these coun-

tries. The Kurdistan Workers’ Party or 
PKK is a terrorist organization that is 
active in southern parts of Turkey and 
gets its support from Iraqi Kurds. The 
PKK is involved in carrying out terrorist 
attacks in Turkey, and its ultimate aim 
is to establish an independent Kurdish 
state. Similarly, The People’s Defense 
Units, also called People’s Protection 
Units (YPG) is mainly a Kurds-led ter-
rorist organization that is destabilizing 
northern parts of Syria. In addition, the 
Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK) is also 
a designated terror group that is in-
spired by the KRG and PKK, and it has 
been confronting the Iranian Revolu-
tionary Guards in western parts of Iran.  

Independent Kurdistan can only 
be possible if the nation-state systems 
fail in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. If it 
happens, this will create a Pro-Israel 
state in the Middle East and weaken the 
opponents of Israel in the region. Iraq 
and Syria are already facing chaos and 
instability, now Iran and Turkey are also 
being targeted in different ways. For in-
stance, Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
is leading a terror campaign in Turkey 
especially in the South-East parts of 
Turkey. The recent fire breakout in al-
most 120 locations is being seen as a 
part of the terror scheme. In short, the 
conflict is still ongoing and there are 
many events that are yet to be unfolded.  
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he rise of regional influence, 
populist regimes and right-wing 
extremism has changed the ori-
entation of world politics. South 

Asia is not an exception where India’s 
quest for regional hegemon have fueled the 
ultra-nationalist and popular sentiments 
among the masses. The number and fre-
quency of organized right-wing extrem-
ism has increased but western policy and 
scholarly discourse on extremism remains 
excessively focused on Islamic extremism. 
Contrary to this rise of saffron terrorism 
under the banner of Hindutva in India is 
conveniently ignored. 
Nevertheless, with Bharatya Janata Party 
(BJP) ascend to power in 2014 and consec-
utive second triumph of Narendra Modi, a 
well known fanatic and Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sang (RSS) propagator himself, the 
oppressive traits of Hindutva and its prac-
tical implementation by radical elements 
have raised the alarms and produced anx-
iety within India and beyond borders. 

The term “Hindutva” broadly sums up the 
ideology that moved and unites the Hindu 
nationalism for decades before partition 
of subcontinent. The ideology unites peo-
ple of India based on the belief that India 
is “Holy Land” that belongs to Hindus. It 
is the ideology of RSS- the electoral mani-
festo of BJP-the party in power and polit-
ical wing militant extremist organization. 
Hindutva also provides ample warning for 
what is store for the future of India’s de-
mocracy and secularism. This ideology is 
extremely exclusivist, religiously extremist, 
oppressive and violent, which by no means 
comply with the Nehruvian idea of “unity 
in diversity” of pluralist and secular India. 
It splits Indian nation into ‘us’ and ‘them’ 

and discards Indian nationalism in favor of 
ultra-Hindu nationalism. It also of a huge 
concern both regionally, as well as inter-
nationally as anti-Pakistan sentiments are 
one of the detrimental factors of BJP gov-
ernment. India’s pursuit of regional Hege-
mone and the RSS idea of united Bharat 
(Akhand Bharat) under the radical ideolo-
gy of Hindutva has profound implications 
for the security of Pakistan. 
The ideology highlights the aims, real mo-
tivations, and aspirations of Sangh Pariwar. 
Which is what the ultra-nationalist Hindu 
called themselves. The dream of Akhand 
Bharat continuous to spire generation af-
ter generation of far-right Hindu radicals 
to achieve their dreams through a combi-
nation of violent and political movements. 
The world should be mindful of the events 
taking place in the recent decade when the 
strong extremist ideology has damaged the 
very fabric of Indian society and destroyed 
the very edifice of secular face of India.

Rise of Hindutva and Regional Se-
curity Dynamics

Sobia Khursheed
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Geographically Pakistan is a small 

country as compared to India which is 
huge with almost 33 nationalities and 
many sub nationalities in the folds. If In-
dia implodes, the repercussions on the 
neighboring countries will be extreme-
ly negative and tragic. As Anti Pakistan 
slogans are the detrimental factor in the 
victory of BJP government, therefore Pa-
kistan will be the most adversely affect-
ed state of Hindutva’s rising hatred and 
extremism. Other neighboring states of 
India will because their size and strate-
gic disposition does not allow them to 
involve in direct confrontation with In-
dia. The fact is whole South Asia is under 
India’s heavy handed, arm twisting and 
coercive tactics. 

Modi regime have introduced mul-
tiple coercive techniques to achieve their 
nefarious agenda, in the name of combat-
ing infiltration, Modi regime is pushing 
population groups, specifically Assamese 
Muslims across the eastern border.  The 
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35-A and 
200 day long curfew imposed on the 
Muslim occupied Jammu & Kashmir, 
with complete denial of their basic and 
fundamental rights, leaves little space for 
accommodating and inclusive India that 
would seek amity and peaceful coexis-
tence. 

The growing Hindu chauvinism 
poses a serious threat to Pakistan’ se-
curity, because it alters the way Indian 
policymakers view Pakistan. This threat, 
stemming from innate hostility is further 
aggravated due to large Indian strate-
gic ambitions. This leads to two obvious 
conclusions: it would be India’s enduring 
strategic aim to reduce Pakistan to the 
status of a satellite; secondly, as long as 
India continues to pursue that goal and 
as long as Pakistan resists India’s he-
gemonic ambitions in the region, there 
would be structural stresses and strains 
in relations between Pakistan and In-
dia. In order to attain the desired goals 
of Hindutva , Modi regime has sought to 
strengthening of Indian armed forces, 
and equipping with modern techniques 
for offensive strike capability. Modi re-
gime is largely implying coercive diplo-
macy on its neighboring countries; the 
operational and practical manifestation 
of this mindset was clearly made visible 
through the 2017 Joint Doctrine of Indian 
armed forces. The doctrine seeks to use 
coercive diplomacy as a tool for active co-
ercive diplomacy. It allows Indian armed 

forces to use wide spectrum coercive 
strategy that includes strategic surgical 
strike to attain the ultimate Hindutva mo-
tives which leads towards the bigger goal 
of Akhand Bharat. India is actively using 
coercive diplomacy to achieve the prin-

ciples given by Kautilyani in his famous 
book Arth Shastra based on diplomacy, 
destruction, disruption and constrain 
(of the enemy). Pakistan has already 
observed its practical and operational 
manifestation through the orchestrated 
false flag operations, and surgical strikes 
saga, and the media attacks it has created 
to seek its goals. It has seen the orderly 
and well-organized repression and bru-
tality in occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
by India. Modi has turned a blind eye and 
he had defied and making a mockery of 
international norms. The most crucial 
and controversial part of this systemat-
ic oppression is alteration in the map of 
South Asia and forcing the cartographic 
bodies to accept the Indian version. The 
redrawing of international boundaries 
and globally recognized borders is dis-
carded, and any citizen of India can be 
imprisoned and charged for treason in 
case of violation of the so-called Indian 
constitution. This unilateral coercion will 
only contribute to increasing distrust 
and acrimony within India and it also 

presents a looming threat for the neigh-
bors. In dealing with Pakistan, the BJP 
government in India has taken a tough 
stance and used a muscular diplomacy 
style, as seen by its decision to annex Il-
legally Indian Occupied Jammu & Kash-
mir (IIOJ&K) by repealing Article 370 
and 35(A) of the Indian Constitution, in 
defiance of United Nations (UN) Security 
Council Resolutions. As a result, there’s 
a chance that the tensions and strains in 
Pakistan-India ties could lead to sporadic 
low-intensity conflict. However, as long 
as both Pakistan and India maintain a 
credible nuclear deterrent, it is doubtful 
that the tensions between the two coun-
tries would escalate to an all-out war 
between them. The BJP government was 
seeking an opportunity in illegal Indian 
occupied Kashmir to execute its long de-
sired plan to execute its Kutaliyan philos-
ophy of Hindutva. The unilateral defiance 
and revocation of special status of  IIOJ 
&K is a warning of its malfeasant intent 
towards Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit 
Baltistan and Baluchistan as India has al-
ready referred its nasty designs in 2017 
joint doctrine of armed forces. Under the 
National Register for Citizens (NRC) and 
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) India 
can escalate a mass humanitarian crisis 
for Kashmiris as well as Indian Muslim 
population across the border into Paki-
stan and Bangladesh. India is trying its 
best to isolate Pakistan through domes-
tic discontent, campaigning for Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF), and also effect-
ing Pakistan labor markets in gulf and 
Middle East. Furthermore, as Pakistan 
is making economic progress through 
initiatives like China Pakistan econom-
ic Corridors (CPEC), India is largely ac-
tives in anti-China lobby, disinformation 
and defamation campaigns, economic 
and strategic problems to the extent of 
nuclearizing the seas. The Indian ambi-
tions are globally appealing to western 
world and on regional level Indian lob-
by is active in Afghanistan to achieve its 
abhorrent plans. This is and it will add to 
the instability and chaos in the regional 
security apparatus and hinder the path 
of economic progress and prosperity. Pa-
kistan, therefore must be prepared for a 
prolonged period for border skirmishes, 
tension and strife with India India be-
cause of India’s hegemonic designs.

T h e  m a p  s h ow n  o n  R S S 
we b s i t e  v iv i d ly  r e f l e c t s 

t h e  i d e a  o f  A k h a n d 
B h a r a t  t h a t  i n c l u d e s 

t e r r i t o r i e s  t h a t  c o n s t i -
t u t e d  t h e  t h i r d  c e n t u r y 

B C  E m p i r e  o f  C h a n -
d a r g u p t a  M a u r ya .  T h i s 
wo u l d  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e 
m o d e r n  d ay  s t a t e s  o f 

A f g h a n i s t a n ,  Pa k i s t a n , 
I n d i a ,  N e p a l ,  M ya n m a r, 
S r i  L a n k a ,  T i b e t ,  B h u -

t a n  a n d  B a n g l a d e s h . 
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ourism has been progressively 
growing, taking an evident share 
in the global economy. Many 
countries around the globe have 

paid attention to the tourism industry in 
order to attain economic development 
over the past years. In the international 
economy, tourism is one of the most con-
spicuous and developing sectors. This sec-
tor plays asignificant role in improving a 
nation’s economy. An upsurge in tourism 
flow can bring affirmative economic con-
clusions to the nations, particularlyabout 
gross domestic product (GDP) and em-
ployment prospects. After fuels and chem-
icals, tourism has become the world’s 
third-largest export industryahead of food 
and automotive products. According to the 
report of world travel and tourism council 
in 2019, the sector sustained 334 million 
jobs (10.6% of all jobs). The same way 
between 2014-2019 this sector created1 
in 4 of allnet new jobs across the globe.
Prior to the covid 19 pandemic, Travel & 
Tourism was one of the utmost diverse 
sectors internationally aswomen around 
the globeattained 54% of Travel & Tour-
ism’s employment. The tourism industry 
has appeared as animportantpotency for 
global sustainable socioeconomic growth. 
The notion behind sustainable tourism is 
to visit the localities without damaging 
the native community and nature as well 
as having some constructive influence 
on the environment, society along with 
economy of the country. Presently, there is 
anextensiveharmony that tourism devel-
opment should be sustainable, although 
the question of how to accomplishthis is a 
subject of discussion. Without any doubt, 
Tourism sector issignificantto accelerate 

economic activities all over the world. In 
several countries, this particular sectoris 
an imperative source for employment gen-
eration as well asproviding aid to many 
other allied sectors. Therefore, by grow-
ing and facilitating this sector developing 
countries can stimulate anenormoussum 
of foreign exchange that could increase 
their sustainable progression and growth. 
. Here it is pertinent to mention that in 
developing countries, tourism is the main 
source and a foundation of the economic 
development and growth of the country. 
Furthermore, Tourism revenue balances 
the exchange consequential from the for-
eign trade of goods and services. Tourism 
also finances capital goods imports in the 
growth of the economy’s industrial sec-
tor. On the other hand, economic growth 
in the developed nations affects business 
travel to other countries, which can lead to 
anincrease in the nation’s foreign reserves. 
Therefore, tourism has become progres-
sivelyimperative in a number of nations 
around the world. World Tourism Organi-
zation’s report published in 2018 revealed 
that international tourists spent $1.3 bil-
lion per day and in total $462 billion in the 
year 2001 only. In most of the countries, 
the revenue generated from tourism is 
measured as an alternative for export in-
comes and contributes a lot to their bal-
ance of payment. By developing, the tour-
ism sector governments around the world 
can produce revenue along with augment-
ing household income. They can also ease-
harsh visa policies for foreign tourists. . In 
short, there are many examples that how 
tourism has a very helpfulinfluence on the 
country’s economy.
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This is the reason that under the 
impacts of globalization, many devel-
oping nations turned their concentra-
tion towards development of tourism 
sector to improve their economy, sup-
port peace, progress human resources, 
and poverty alleviation.Tourism aids 
to augment employment prospects 
and incomes, which can be of import-
ant economic significance to the local 
population. In terms of employment, 
the local community could increase 
their incomes and socio-economic cir-
cumstances, which could lead to an 
enhanced living standard. Tourism in-
creases local community growth and 
benefits to reduce. 

Governments relying on tourism 
in order to generate huge percentage 
of their revenue spend a hefty amount 
for infrastructural development of 
their country. They desire that more 
and more tourists visit their country 
and for this very purpose secure and 
sophisticated amenities are essential. 
This directs to construction of roads 
and highways, parks, better public spac-
es, new airports, and perhaps better 
educational institutes and hospitals. 
Protected and modern infrastructures 
permit a smooth course of goods and 
services. Furthermore, local people get 
a chance for monetary and educational 
augmentation. Tourism generates a cul-
tural exchange between tourists and lo-
cal populace. Exhibitions, conferences, 
and events generally catch the attention 
of foreigners. Authorities who organize 
these events frequently achieve profits 
from all the allied activities. Addition-
ally, foreign tourists bring multiplicity 
and cultural fortification to the host-
ing country. In short Tourism is a large 
opportunity for foreigners to discover 
about a new culture.  It permits young 
entrepreneurs to found new products 
and services that would not be sustain-
able on the local population of inhabi-
tants alone. Besides, residents also get 
the benefits that come with tourism 
taking place in their own country. In 
present-day global economy, tourism is 
one of the most palpable and growing 
sectors. Certainly tourism plays a note-
worthy role in advancing Economy of a 
country.  Consequently once this metic-
ulous industry or sector progresses it 
certainly bring positive economic out-
comes especially when it comes to gross 
domestic product (GDP) as well as em-
ployment opportunities. In South Asian 
countries, the tourism industry works 
as an engine of economic development 
and GDP growth. Tourism’s direct input 
to GDP is expected to grow at an average 

of 3.9% per year over the next ten years. 
It is also anticipated that by 2027, Trav-
el & Tourism industry can produce more 
than 380 million jobs worldwide, which 
equates to 1 in 9 of all jobs in the world.  
It is also expected that over the next 
decade, tourism industry can contrib-
ute around 23% of total worldwide net 
job creation. In the period in-between, 
total GDP from this industry is expect-
ed to account for 11.4% of global GDP.  
The exports through global visitors are 
also expected to account for 7.1% of to-
tal global exports. In addition, Tourism 
industry is expected to boost its share 
of global economic activity across each 
of GDP, employment, exports and in-
vestment. Pakistan is one of the devel-
oping countries in the world. The coun-
try is blessed with the natural beauty 
with combination of historical essen-
tials. This is something that gets appeal 
tourists around the world. Statistics 
accumulated by Pakistan Tourism De-
velopment Corporation showed that in-
ternational tourists have enlarged more 
than tripled since 2013 with almost 
1.75 million in 2016. On the other hand 
the numbers of domestic tourists have 
also greater than before.  WTTC antici-
pated that around 4.8 million people in 
Pakistan can be in employment in the 
tourism industry by 2027. Covid 19 has 
impacted the tourism industry around 
the world. But efforts are in evolution to 
save the future of this diversified sector. 
The federal government in Pakistan is in 
pursuit of initiating diverse initiatives 
in a bid to stimulate the tourism indus-
try as well as to project a positive im-
age of the country internationally. Apart 
from other types of tourism, Maritime 
tourism has become the most anticipat-
ed type with positive impacts on global 
economic scenarios. According to a re-
search conducted by World Economic 
Forum discloses that by 2030 maritime 
and coastal tourism would raise at a 
global rate of 3.5 percent yearly. The 
travel and tourism industry at large have 
achieved much over the years. The Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
has immense importance with regards 
to maritime prospective of Pakistan and 
Gwadar port in particular, is anticipated 
to supply the essential momentum for 
successful sea-based tourism in Paki-
stan. The magnificence project permits 
substantial opportunities for local and 
worldwide investors to contribute their 
share to flourish this particular type of 
tourism industry. It is pertinent to men-
tion that China augmented its revenues 
by billions of dollars as a result of coast-
al tourism. The two countries should 

work together for enhancement of tour-
ism sector. China, while coming along 
with its successful experience, can offer 
imperative insights into rising feasible 
maritime tourism industry in Pakistan.

The government of Pakistan has 
sought the concentration of tourists by 
easing its visa policy. Now Pakistan is 
offering e-visas on arrival to passion-
ate travelers from across the globe. In-
tercontinental hotel chains have also 
revealed interest in growing their ser-
vices in coastal areas, including Gwadar. 
In 2019, Forbes mentioned Pakistan to 
be one of the coolest places to visit. The 
British Backpacker Society ranked Paki-
stan as its best adventure travel destina-
tion and one of the friendliest countries 
on earth that is beyond anyone’s wild-
est imagination. Last year, Conde Nast 
Traveler has ranked Pakistan as the 
number one holiday destination. These 
improvements will establish helpful 
connection to develop tourism sector 
in the country.  Religious tourism is an-
other form of tourism having potential 

with regards to Pakistan. For example, 
while having a glimpse of the domestic 
tourism and religious sites in Punjab, 
the Tourism Development Corporation 
of Pakistan (TDCP) classified 480 such 
sites across the province. Out of which 
106 have great historical significance 
whereas 120 religious and a further 26 
of both religious and historical signifi-
cance. Just by supposing average spend-
ing of Rs200 per trip per person and us-
ing TDCP data of 2019, on the number 
of visits to each site, revenue produc-
tion through these domestic visits is es-
timated at Rs54 billion per year which 
is certainly increasing with the passage 
of time. There is need to further explore 
this particular industry to further pro-
vide an aid to the economy. 
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THE CANAL 
ISTANBUL WILL 
ALLOW ANKARA 

TO REGULATE 
THE MARITIME 

TRAFFIC PASSING 
THROUGH THE 

NEW WATERWAY 
AT ITS OWN 

DISCRETION, 
AND TO CHARGE 
A FEE FOR THE 

PASSAGE

his March, the accident that 
blocked the maritime traffic in 
the Suez Canal for several days 
renewed the attention on the im-

pact that straits have on international pol-
itics and economy. To begin with, a strait 
is an arm of water between two lands that 
connects two contiguous water basins. 
Maritime shipping is a core element in glo-
balized trade and therefore, straits offer a 
key advantage in this context.

The Suez Canal is a man-made sea 
passage in Egypt, connecting Europe and 
Asia through the Red Sea. Its geograph-
ical position makes it one of the most 
important routes for trade of energy, oil 
and hydrocarbons, commodities, and con-
sumer goods from Asia and the Middle 
East to Europe and the U.S. Its relevance 
can be measured by the fact that around 
50 vessels travel the strait on a daily ba-
sis, amounting to roughly 18,900 in 2020. 
Given that more than 80% of global trade 
is moved by sea, about 12% of it passes 
through this waterway.

Without this canal, other routes for 
global trade would be possible but would 
involve a much longer shipping time, 
greater fuel consumption, and higher 
ship-operating costs. Certainly, the stra-
tegic position of straits is not taken for 
granted. Whoever controls the straits is 
careful to make the most of the almost 
“mandatory” passage of thousands of car-
go ships per year, by charging tolls. There-
fore, straits represent a significant source 
of national income. In the case of the Suez 
Canal, the traffic of vessels provides Egypt 

with about $5 billion a year in revenue.
The crisis in the Suez was caused by 

the grounding of the 400-meter-long Ever 
Given, carrying 18,000 containers headed 
to the Netherlands, engendering tailbacks 
and blocking the traffic of 400 other ves-
sels. At the time, Lloyd’s List estimated 
that the cargo strand cost around $9.6 bil-
lion per day. “The Bab el-Mandeb Strait is, 
indeed, considered one of the most strate-
gic gateways of maritime transport.”

To make up for estimated losses, the 
Egyptian authorities sued the vessel’s 
owner, Shoei Kisen Kaisha Ltd., for almost 
$1 billion over profit and reputational 
losses, underlining the centrality that this 
channel holds not only in terms of interna-
tional politics but also for the Egyptian na-
tional economy and politics. However, the 
final negotiation reached an agreement of 
approximately $200 million.

The Gamesmanship of Straits 
in Global Politics
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As the Suez Canal was final-
ized in 1869, another strait gained 
key importance in the geopolitics 
of the region. The Bab el-Mandeb 
Strait is, indeed, considered one of 
the most strategic gateways of mar-
itime transport. This strait offers a 
way to connect the Arabian and Red 
Seas to the Mediterranean Sea, con-
necting Europe and Asia.

This waterway, located be-
tween the Arab Peninsula and the 
Horn of Africa, represents an eco-
nomic and political entanglement 
of players in the Red Sea region, but 
also one of the straits most subject 
to violence, famine, piracy, and the 
global pandemic effects – most no-
tably along the Somali coasts.

As a matter of fact, the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait is a core channel 
for world trade and of vital impor-
tance for the functioning of the 
Suez Canal. On this latter point, the 
closure of the Bab el-Mandeb Strait 
would mean the consequent impos-
sibility for cargo ships to reach the 
Suez Canal and for goods, including 
oil, to reach Europe.

“The securitization of the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait is becoming a 
growing priority for several inter-
national actors.”

However, the strait and the 
Red Sea basin are often used for 
political and strategic purposes, 
jeopardizing not only the efficien-
cy of international trade but also 
undermining human security. The 
conflict in Yemen, which remains 
the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis with thousands of civilians 
dead, 3.65 million internally dis-
placed persons, and 16.2 million 
food-insecure Yemenis, has wit-
nessed several times the seizure of 
ports located in the Red Sea region 
for strategic purposes, compro-

mising the security of shipments 
through the route, but most impor-
tantly impeding aid and essential 
goods from reaching Yemen’s civil-
ian population.

The securitization of the Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait is becoming a 
growing priority for several in-
ternational actors, among them 
the U.S., Saudi Arabia concerning 
its fight against the Iran-backed 

Houthis in Yemen, and China with 
its economic interests Arab Penin-
sula.

Moving a little further east, the 
Strait of Hormuz plays a particular 
role in the oil trade and in the geo-
political dynamics between Iran on 
the northern coast and the United 
Arab Emirates and Musandam, an 
exclave of Oman, on the southern 
coast. The 20.3 million barrels of 
oil moved via the Strait of Hormuz 
per day in 2017 represented nearly 
a third of worldwide maritime oil 
commerce.

More to this, this sea passage 
represents the world’s most strate-
gically important choke point, as a 
third of the global gas and almost 
25% of oil takes this route, while 
also considering that an important 
part of the oil-dependent interna-

tional economy’s wealth is situat-
ed there. As in the previous cases, 
Hormuz is subject to intertwining 
national interests and geopoliti-
cal dynamics. While the Strait of 
Hormuz is regulated by the 1982 
United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, Iran has only signed 
the convention but not ratified it. 

Furthermore, important and tradi-
tionally held interests in the strait, 
which Iran has acted upon in order 
to protect, have often resulted in 
standoff situations, leading to fear 
escalation between Iran and the 
West.

At this point, the logic behind 
the Turkish government’s decision 
to build a new canal in Istanbul 
becomes clear. Turkey already en-
joys the presence of two straits in 
its territory, namely the Bosphorus 
and the Dardanelles Straits, which 
connect Europe and Asia through 
the Black Sea basin. However, as 
has been shown with the Suez Ca-
nal, the efficiency of the straits 
is undermined by the occurrence 
of accidents often due to intense 
traffic, security issues, and politi-
cal and national interest entangle-
ments.
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llama Iqbal was not only a great 
poet but was also a renowned phi-
losopher and political leader of his 
time. Allama Iqbal served the peo-

ple through his innumerable qualities of lead-
ership. He will be remembered by the nation 
forever for his glorious services relating to the 
formation of Pakistan in particular and the 
creation of harmony and tolerance in the so-
ciety in general through the elimination of sec-
tarianism according to the teachings of Islam. 

While Allama Iqbal was studying in 
England and Germany, his attitude towards 
many questions underwent a profound 
change. Iqbal went to England as a national-
ist but returned as a Muslim nationalist and 
pan-Islamist. The changes were partly due 
to his research in the history of Islamic mys-
ticism. He wrote a thesis on “Development 
of Metaphysics in Persia” for his Ph. D degree 
and, during his studies, came to the conclusion 
that Tasawwuf and no solid, historical founda-
tion in original Islam.

He took an active part in politics after 
completion of his higher studies at the Munich 
University of Germany. He awoke the Muslims 
of South Asia through his poetry. The nation is 
proud of Allama Iqbal as he not only gave the 
concept of Pakistan but also utilized his poetic 
genius for the realization of his aim. He holds 
a status of great honor in the eyes of the na-
tion for his unique role, which he played in the 

struggle of freedom movement side-by-side of 
the Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah and 
other active Muslim leaders. 

The far-sighted vision of Allama Iqbal in-
spired and guided the Muslims of the subcon-
tinent to the way of independence. He worked 
very hard day and night for the promotion of 
the Pakistan Movement. He utilized his entire 
capabilities for the betterment of Muslims in 
every field of life. He laid stress on the Muslims 
of the subcontinent to remain united at the 
platform of the Muslim League to reach the 
destination of freedom. He proved through his 

relentless efforts that he was not only our na-
tional poet but was also a great reformer of the 
Muslims of the subcontinent.

Allama Iqbal was the first leader of 
South Asia who presented a comprehensive 
partition scheme of India at the 21st session of 
the All-India Muslim League held at Allahabad 
on 29th December 1930. This scheme made 
him very popular at that time. He expressed 
his point of view that a Muslim State is formed 
in those areas where the Muslims were in ma-
jority so that they could live therein according 
to the tenets of Islam. He argued that India is a 
continent of human groups where they belong 
to different races, speak different languages 
and profess different religions. Their behavior 
is not all determined by a common conscious-
ness. He concluded that The Muslim demand 
for the creation of a Muslim homeland is, 
therefore, perfectly justified. He earmarked 
that Sindh, Punjab, the NWFP, and Balochistan 
be amalgamated into a single Muslim State for 
completion of his heartfelt desire.

According to historical records, Quaid-i-
Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah went to England 
after the failure of Hindu-Muslim unity. In the 

meantime, Allama Iqbal also went to England 
in 1931 to participate in the Roundtable Con-
ference being the representative of the Mus-
lims of the subcontinent, which unfortunately 
failed. It was a great achievement of Allama 
Iqbal that he persuaded the Quaid at that time 
to return to India from England and join the 
Muslim League for the cause of the oppressed 
Muslims of the subcontinent. Quaid-i-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah did so in the light of his 
advice and became a permanent member of 
the Muslim League in 1934.

Since then, Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad 
Ali Jinnah took up the cause of Allama Iqbal, 
which he gave in his historical address of Alla-
habad for a separate Muslim State. Mr. Jinnah 
pleaded his cause with great courage at ev-
ery front and gave it a proper practical shape 
through Pakistan Resolution. In this sense, 
Iqbal is called the Founder of the Pakistan Res-
olution. The message of Iqbal gave courage to 
the people at the critical stage to overcome 
their despondency and hopelessness to win 
the battle of freedom. It was due to his stren-
uous effort that the people gathered under 
the banner of Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali 
Jinnah which led to the ultimate creation of 
Pakistan. It is a matter of great misfortune that 
Allama Iqbal died before the completion of his 
mission on 21st April 1937 and could not see 
the creation of Pakistan during his life. 

““AsiaAsia is like a  is like a 
human body, human body, 
made of Wa-made of Wa-
ter and Clay, ter and Clay, 

And the And the AfghanAfghan  
nation in that nation in that 

body is like the body is like the 
heart!”heart!”

The Visionary Leader of PakistanThe Visionary Leader of Pakistan
Allama IqbalAllama Iqbal
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hina’s foreign minister, Wang 
Yi has a repute as a vivid and 
suave diplomat. He is also a 
wise mediator with enough 

options in his pocket.  He has been the 
foreign minister of China since March 
2013.  Previously served as China’s Vice 
Foreign Minister, Ambassador to Japan 
and Director of the Taiwan Affairs Office. 
Wang Yi is also a State Councilor since 
March 2018, along with a member of 
the 19th CPC Central Committee and a 
member of the Leading CPC Members 
Group of the State Council. He was born 
on 19 October 1953 in Beijing. In Sep-
tember 1969 after graduating from high 
school, he moved to Northeast China. He 
later served in the Northeast Construc-
tion Army Corps in Heilongjiang Province 
for eight years. In December 1977, Wang 
returned to Beijing, and in the same year 
was registered in the department of 
Asian and African Languages of Beijing 
International Studies University. There, 
he studied the Japanese language at the 
institution and graduated in February 
1982 with a bachelor’s degree. Therefore, 
he is known for his fluency in English 
and Japanese language. He also holds 
a Master of Economics degree. Wang 
began his diplomatic career from Asian 
section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
In September 1989, he was posted to 
Chinese embassy in Japan where he 
served for almost five years. In March 

1994, he returned to his country and 
was appointed as vice section chief of 
the Asian section of the foreign minis-
try followed by a promotion as section 
chief in the next year. From August 1997 
to February 1998, Wang was a visiting 
scholar at the Institute of Foreign Rela-
tions of Georgetown University in the 
United States. Later he was promoted 
to assistant minister and the director of 
office of policy research. From September 
1999, Wang studied international rela-
tions at China Foreign Affairs University 
and acquired a doctor’s degree. In Feb-
ruary 2001, Wang was raised to Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, in charge of 
Asian affairs. He was then the youngest 
Deputy Minister. In September 2004, 
Wang Yi was appointed as Ambassador to 
Japan. Until September 2007, he served 
in the same capacity. In June 2008, Wang 
appointed the director of Taiwan Affairs 
Office of the State Council of China suc-
ceeded Chen Yunlin.
While discussing China’s relations with 
United States, he is of the view  that 
unfortunately,  US has taken multiple 
actions to barricade and curb China in 
trade, science and technology, and has 
been interfering in a series of matters 
regarding China’s territorial integrity 
and autonomy. He categorically states 
that China will determinedly defend its 
essential safeties and appropriate rights 
to growth. No one can halt the historic 

march of the 1.4 billion Chinese people 
toward innovation. He also stresses that 
China is always ready to have discus-
sions with US based on mutual respect. 
In one of his interviews he clearly state 
that we desire that US works with us to 
put the relationship back on the track of 
sound growth and comprehend the goal 
of no conflict or confrontation, mutual 
respect and win-win cooperation. Due to 
his diplomatic skills, China-EU Summit 
and the China-CEEC Summit were both 
very fruitful. China and the EU concluded 
consultations for an agreement on geo-
graphical indications as planned. Under 
Wang Yi supervision, dialogues for a 
China-EU investment agreement was a 
great achievement. China and European 
countries reached to an agreement on 
establishment of global governance as 
well as many other related issues. He 
is very vocal about the importance and 
progress of China Pakistan Economic 
corridor. In an interview, Wang Yi categor-
ically said “kind neighbour is a blessing,” 
while referring to Pakistan. He under-
stand the veracity that both China and 
Pakistan have been steadfastly following 
the policy based on mutual cooperation 
and friendly policy towards each other 
since long. He always highlights that 
Pakistan continuously desires that both 
countries will constantly be good part-
ners and truthful good brothers. He once 
said there is a slogan in Pakistan that 
“Gold could be given up rather than Paki-
stan-China friendship.” It is just because 
of the well-founded belief both sides hold 
that China and Pakistan have become 
“kind neighbours” in its accurate sense. 
He is also very active to cooperate with 
member countries at different regional 
and international platforms. Like an avid 
participant, he always remain engaged in 
collaboration while advocating the pos-
itive image of China. In the backdrop of 
Covid 19 Wang Yi, attended the foreign 
ministers’ meetings of the ASEAN coun-
tries and emphasized on the significance 
of maintaining peace and firmness in the 
region while strengthening collaboration 
among ASEAN countries. He further 
focused on the need to promote intra-re-
gional personnel exchanges in the Asia 
Pacific, and enabling logistics and assis-
tance in the field of public health and 
quest for a COVID-19 vaccine.

Wang Yi 
A Dynamic and Seasoned Foreign Minister of China

World Leader
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Book Review: Dr. Attiq ur Rehman

Tughral Yamin, UN Peacekeeping 
Operations in Somalia 1992-1995

he international academic de-
bates on the US-led global war 
on terror and politics of the in-
ternational non-proliferation 
regime encircled South Asian 

regional politics due to post-1998 and 
post-9/11 scenarios. Both developments 
changed the conventional patterns of South 
Asian regional security and attracted the 
leading academic circles of the interna-
tional community towards nuclearized 
subcontinent, where Pakistan became a 
gravitational point of such debates. In the 
ongoing wave of international criticism on 
Pakistan’s standing in regional and inter-
national politics, a thin layer of literature 
discussing Pakistan’s appreciable role in re-
gional and international politics appeared 
from different directions of global intellec-
tual communities. The book under review 
is one of the few books that try to admire 
Pakistan’s role in the international commu-
nity through actively participating in UN 
peacekeeping operations. The author of 
the book attempted to provide a compre-
hensive survey of Pakistan’s cooperative 
international behaviour, generally, and its 
significant role in the UN peacekeeping ef-
forts in Somalia specifically. Tughral Yamin, 
the author of the book, is a retired army 
officer who has earned a doctorate based 
on his rich intellectual capabilities and be-
came an eminent figure in the mainstream 
academic gatherings of Pakistan. His excep-
tional personality skills made him an hon-
orary Colonel in three army units where he 
served as an infantry officer. The basic mo-
tivation behind this book is that his battal-
ion 7 Frontier Force Regiment was the first 
military unit in the world to land in Mogadi-
shu. Akin to his military career, his academ-
ic life has made him the first Dean of the 
Centre for International Peace and Stability 
(CIPS) located in a prestigious university of 
Pakistan. Therefore, a unique combination 
of his background of serving in the arms 
forces and his inspirational academic ca-
pabilities convinced him to write a book on 
the important role of Pakistan armed forces 
in the world. 
The book is divided into eight short chap-
ters, and every chapter covers a different 
episode of Pakistan’s peacekeeping efforts 
in Somalia under the UN umbrella. In addi-
tion to eight chapters, a brief bibliography 
provides a comprehensive account of the 
different sources and data used for this 
study. The book starts the debate from the 
background of the Somali problem in the 
second chapter. After a brief review of liter-

ature in the first chapter, the second chap-
ter of Yamin’s study emphasized the Somali 
nation’s geographical, economic, and ethnic 
designs. An exclusive focus of chapter two 
is on the colonial past and civil war situa-
tion of Somalia, which is considered the key 
driver behind the escalation of an intrastate 
conflict in Somalia. The starting arguments 
in the book treated Somalia as a typical 
failed state (p. 44). Moreover, the first chap-
ter of the book encompasses the detail 
of various political, diplomatic, and arms 
forces officers involved in the UN-spon-
sored peacekeeping operation in Mogadi-
shu (p.13-25). The subsequent chapters of 
Yamin’s book emphasized various levels 
of UN peacekeeping operation in Somalia 
generally and Pakistan’s role in it partic-
ularly. The initial debate tries to cover dif-
ferent segments of essential information to 
understand the nature and reasons for civil 
war in Somalia. It also talks about the logic 
of external intervention in the domestic af-
fairs of Somalia. The international interven-
tion consisting of various humanitarian ini-
tiatives was inherited in the international 
community’s varying interests, which is the 
main point of discussion in chapter three. It 
shed some light on the important develop-
ments of Pakistan-Somalia and US-Somalia 
bilateral interactions. The fourth and fifth 
chapters talk about both episodes of UN 
operations under the peacekeeping um-
brella in Somalia. The last three chapters of 
the book, including the concluding chapter, 
summarises the details of withdrawal from 
Mogadishu. The author ends the debate 
by generalizing “Somalia remains a failed 
state” (p. 183).  He also maintains his posi-
tion in the end by saying, “Somalia remains 
a battlefield and there seems to be no light 
at the end of the tunnel” (p. 187).  
The whole story in the book attempts to 
communicate an interesting story of Pa-
kistan’s role in the UN peacekeeping op-
eration in Mogadishu, which was mainly 
designed to serve the greater cause of hu-
manity in Somalia. Initially, Pakistan was 
asked to participate in the peacekeeping 
efforts as an effective guardian of food sup-
plies in Mogadishu. The protection of sea-
ports, airports, and the provision of security 
to the UN personals were Pakistan’s desig-
nated role in Somalia. In short, the book is 
an endeavour to highlight Pakistan’s glob-
al accomplishments through offering its 
armed forces to serve the greater cause of 
humanity in Somalia. Parallel to describing 
Pakistan’s motivations and determinations 
for participating in a multinational peace-

keeping operation, the book mentions 
Pakistan’s sacrifices in Mogadishu when 
“the unfortunate massacre of 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers on June 1993 at the hands 
of Somali National Alliance (SNA)” became 
an unforgettable loss for Pakistan (p. 13). 
Various other interesting facts about the 
civil war in Somalia made the book more 
informative and less analytical due to its 
descriptive nature. It generally maintains 
a comprehensive account of various de-
tails, such as Somalia becoming one of the 
largest countries producing refugees in the 
world (p. 40).  In 2018, “UNSC Resolution 
1816 formally condemned all acts of pira-
cy and armed robbery against vessels off 
the coast of Somalia” (p. 43), the uranium 
compounds were found in Somalia in 1968, 
which was mentioned in a report of Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency in 1984 (p. 
45). The UNSCR 751 passed on October 24, 
1992, called the creation of UN Operations 
in Somalia (UNOSOM) (P. 51).  

Dr. Attiq ur Rehman
Research Fellow CASS

University of Sheffield, UK
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top what you’re doing and read 
this. This leak is going to be the 
story of the year,” wrote the 
eminent NSA whistleblower 
Edward Snowden last month 

as Amnesty International and Forbidden 
Stories obtained a leaked list of 50,000 
phone numbers of potential targets of 
the Israeli spyware company, NSO Group.

NSO’s main service is Pegasus, a 
malware that infects iPhones and An-
droid devices to enable the tool’s oper-
ators to extract messages, photos, and 
emails; record calls; and secretly activate 
microphones. The geographical scope of 
both NSO clients and victims seems limit-
less – from the Middle East to Europe, the 
U.S., Africa, East Asia, and Latin Ameri-
ca. Traces of the Pegasus malware were 
most recently discovered on phones in 
the United Kingdom and France, amongst 
45 other countries where the virus was 
found.

This latest revelation underlines 
one crucial conclusion: NSO is out of 
control. Its malicious hacking services, 
which are virtually unconstrained, have 
become a major security threat in cyber-
space, and it has the full backing of an Is-
raeli government willing to turn a blind 
eye to the company’s activities in order 
to bolster its regional and international 
relations.

Indeed, NSO is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Israel is an international hub for 
spyware companies whose main person-
nel almost always comes from the Israeli 
military, especially the Israeli Military In-
telligence Unit 8200. The Israeli Defense 

Forces (IDF) have perfected a multitude 
of surveillance strategies as a result of 
their decades-long abuse of Palestinians 
in the Occupied Territories in flagrant vi-
olation of their right to privacy.

The services Israeli hacking compa-
nies offer are the strongest selling point 
for normalization between autocratic re-
gimes that are terrified of their own peo-
ple ever since the Arab Spring and of Is-
rael. For decades, the security apparatus 
of the latter has been showcasing its abil-
ity to utilize cutting-edge technologies in 
brutalizing, suppressing, and containing 
an occupied population, making it a re-
gional go-to for authoritarian rulers.

Even the way NSO’s spyware is 
marketed sounds awfully familiar to Pal-
estinians as it borrows textbook propa-
ganda from the Israeli army. NSO claims 
that it provides authorized governments 
with hacking services that help them 
“combat terror and crime.” This is an 
identical talking point regularly used by 
Israel’s army to justify every brutal ac-
tion against Palestinian civilians.

The hour of reckoning is now finally 
looming for the company as it crossed a 
redline- namely, putting its cyberattack 
tools to the service of autocrats against 
Western states that have traditionally 
been some of Israel’s strongest allies, 
such as the UK and France.

And NSO wouldn’t be the only one 
facing retribution, for the Israeli govern-
ment is wholly complicit in these mali-
cious activities as it has long provided 
the company with full impunity to wreak 
havoc freely and unconstrained.

Israel’s Ministry of Defense claims 
to maintain stringent criteria for issu-
ing permits for the export of cyber-in-
telligence technologies that come after 
a strenuous process of extreme vetting. 
The ministry further claims that it con-
tinues to oversee such projects even after 
a permit has been issued. However, NSO 
is one of a number of cyber companies 
that not only get a free pass on their dan-
gerous and destructive exports to repres-
sive regimes, but enjoy the full protection 
by Israel’s government.

The Israeli government under Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was even NSO’s pa-
tron, whereby it promoted and pushed 
its spyware sales across the world. This 
positions Israel as a force for regional 
and international destabilization where 
state-sanctioned – and state-sponsored – 
private spyware firms like NSO have been 
the informal arm of the Israeli govern-
ment that are employed “off the record” 
to do the dirtiest work, such as espionage 
and interference in foreign countries.

This can also be seen in the activi-
ties of another Israeli cybersecurity firm, 
Psy-Group, which ran a $2 million voter 
suppression operation in support of Don-
ald Trump’s 2016 campaign, according to 
the 2020 report of the U.S. Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. The Israeli 
government’s complicity with NSO’s cy-
berweapons should raise more than eye-
brows. Accountability is paramount. The 
very least Israel’s government should do 
is to immediately revoke NSO’s export li-
cense and ban spyware trade.

NSO’s Pegasus Scandal Is Just the Tip of 
the Iceberg of Israeli Spyware
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Special ReportSpecial Report

he current situation shows that 
peace in Afghanistan is up to the 
Afghans and there exists a trust 
deficit between intra-state key 

holders. The Moscow, Doha, and the poten-
tial Istanbul talks being unsuccessful will 
result in the Taliban gaining political su-
premacy as well as territorial control of the 
country, if the peace process fails, and the 
country is plunged into civil war. Afghani-
stan’s neighbors would be prompted to in-
tervene, covertly, to safeguard their geo-po-
litical interests. This would raise the risk of a 
regional proxy war and produce deleterious 
consequences. This accompanying geo-po-
litical dynamics requires an in-depth anal-
ysis of ongoing scenario, to explore viable 
paths forward for regional and extra-region-
al stakeholders.   

In the post-exit scenario, the pow-
er vacuum can be exploited by terrorist 
organizations such as the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP), The Balochistan Liberation 
Army (BLA) resulting with spillover effects 
throughout the region, specifically Pakistan. 
The road to peace in Afghanistan is a chal-
lenging and demanding task which requires 
the strong will of all the stakeholders. The 
leaders of Afghanistan, whether they are in 
the government or part of the opposition 
and regional states need to aggressively 
work together for the attainment of a du-
rable peace in Afghanistan. The spoilers of 
peace cannot be overlooked and therefore, 
all domestic and regional stakeholders 
should be cautious. Pakistan is playing an 
important and key role in the Afghan peace 
process, and therefore peace in Afghanistan 
is crucially linked with Pakistan’s desire for 
a stable and prosperous Afghanistan.

According to American policy makers 
like Michael O’Hanlon, the United States 
got wrong in South Asia in the last 30 years 
and at least one big thing that Pakistan got 
wrong in the last 20 years. Despite having 
common interests, good connections on a 
personal level, cooperation at all levels with 
a promising history in the early days, both 
countries have neglected each other’s core 

interests. The big thing the United States got 
wrong in South Asia was that they had asked 
Pakistan for a huge strategic service in the 
1980s in an effort to defeat the Soviet Union 
after its invasion of Afghanistan. 

It was not only important for defeating 
the Soviets but it was also crucial to stop the 
Cold War, and therefore it had global impli-
cations. The ending of the Cold War had to 
be seen as one of the most important accom-
plishments of the 20th Century and proba-
bly the more important of the 2nd half of the 
20th century in strategic terms. Americans 
owe Pakistanis an enormous debt for what 
they did to be on the front line of that effort 
but then the U.S. left Pakistan holding the 
bag because they decided that after the So-
viets left, it was no longer their problem to 
stay engaged in South Asia in trying to bring 
together opposition groups so they can be in 
a position to negotiate with the Najibullah 
government, trying to create some kind of 

COPAIR TEAM
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transition strategy, some kind of stability where Afghans could 
recognize that they had liberated their country from Soviet op-
pression and therefore they needed to try and work together to 
build a positive future for their people and children. Markedly, 
the United States did not do that; deciding that it wasn’t their 
problem anymore. 

“Pakistan did not have any luxury since the nation was 
right next to Afghanistan, and the spillover from all that hap-
pened in Afghanistan in the 1990s became therefore primarily 
Pakistan’s problem and the United States left the country to 
manage that on its own.”  Later, the two countries got into all 
issues and disagreements over nuclear weapons program and 
the culmination of that program with the nuclear tests. In his 
assessment, while the 1990s became a bad period, the blame 
didn’t lie on the US. Still, he thought that the U.S. had made a 
huge strategic mistake and that they had violated a certain 
bond of trust by leaving Pakistan with the problem of post-So-
viet Afghanistan. 

Therefore, the fact that Pakistan never trusted the United 
States for the last 20 years has understandable historical roots 
and the fact that the nation assumed that the Americans were 
short timers and uncommitted. 

Trump always promised to leave, but Biden actually did 
leave. He felt that the U.S. strategies had not been steady, much 
less having a good strategy at all, but it signified an effort. The 
military campaign led to the loss of almost 2500 American lives 
and expenses of a trillion dollars. He lamented that the United 
States made Afghan strategy a centerpiece of its foreign policy 
even when experts thought it should drive resources against 
China and Russia or some other set of problems.  Nonetheless, 
the U.S. couldn’t convince its Pakistani friends about the com-
mitment to the cause of stability Afghanistan. 

The Biden administration made a mistake in deciding to 
pull out so abruptly and comprehensively. He felt that there was 
some chance of a peace process getting going over the next few 
years had they stayed, and perhaps there were small promis-
ing elements of Pak-US cooperation to nurture that peace pro-
cess that they were starting to see develop in the last couple of 

years.  He mentioned 
that he would have 
strongly preferred 
and strongly advised 
publicly that they 
should try and nur-
ture that cooperation 
and realize that even 
Chinese, Russian, and 
maybe even Iranian 
neighbors were not 
against this process, 
because they didn’t 
want instability after 
all. 

Pakistani de-
fence analysts like Lt. 
General Tariq Khan 
are of the view that 
Pakistan’s econom-
ic developments and 
policies are depen-
dent on the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World 
Bank (WB). There-
fore, it depends on 

what United States does to 
make a foreign policy. It can-
not be independent of that the 
external factors.  Given Pakistan’s dependence on the US, Pa-
kistan played significant role in facilitating the US in Afghan-
istan quite soon after 9/11. when the United States launched 
the War on Terror after 9/11 it was in Pakistan’s interest that 
America succeeds and stabilizes Afghanistan.  For this rea-
son, Pakistan provided logistics roots and bases to the US, and 
played a key role in facilitating the US forces as one of the most 
allied countries. 

As time passed, the emerging dynamics highlighted that 
stability in Afghanistan is not going to happen. Simultaneous-
ly, Pakistan remained focused to achieve its national interests. 
Then along its engagement with Pakistan, the United States en-
couragement for India’s larger role in Afghanistan have nega-
tively impacted Pakistan-US relations. India was not the reason 
for Pakistan’s support to the Afghani-Taliban because at that 
stage Pakistan did not need to support Afghan Taliban. For, the 
Taliban have never had control of less than 40 percent areas 
of Afghanistan and it has used the drug trade to finance their 
militant campaign. 

The US government has space, resources, and Pakistan’s 
support to maintain stability in Afghanistan. In response, Pa-
kistan has face criticism from the Afghan government. Afghan 
government is the only government in the history supported 
by the occupying power. Still, the government can’t survive 
without the US support and also. India’s survival in Afghani-
stan is not possible without the Americans.  However, the US 
forces faced host of challenges including lack of understanding 
about terrain, population, and struggle over the information. 
The US military were very heavily dependent upon the intelli-
gence that was provided by the Afghan northern lines-oriented 
intelligence. The northern lines see Pakistan through Taliban 
eyes. Therefore, there was a certain influence which came in 
later.

Pakistan is fencing along the border with Afghanistan also 
aimed to control the refugee’s intake. However, Pakistan wants 
to organize refugees instead of leaving them disorganized like 
the Soviet-Afghan war and US attack in 2001. As far as inter-
national diplomacy is concerned vis-à-vis the west where Pa-
kistan could really portray some influence with the Taliban is 
diminishing. And Pakistan do not have this leverage. 

The concerns of the Central Asian and said as far as the 
rest of the region is concerned Central Asian republics are to-
wards the north and China towards northeast. China has al-
ready signed a 3 billion dollars contract with the Taliban. So, 
there is going to big Chinese influence in Afghanistan, and he 
believes that China will be in the position to fill the Vacuum left 
by the US forces through the soft power.  In the end, for a lasting 
cooperation between the US and Pakistan, it is recommended 
that Washington should provide economic investments to Pa-
kistan to increase the country’s regional connectivity with Af-
ghanistan and Central Asia.

From the Chinese perspective, China needs to prioritize 
its agenda in Afghanistan. China, like the USA and other coun-
tries, cannot eradicate any terrorist organization in Afghani-
stan. Instead, China needs to put forward economic and devel-
opment cooperation agenda. China should encourage the US to 
continues its financial support of the Kabul government.   Chi-
na should substantialize the local cooperation through bilater-
al connectivity. China should encourage the private sectors in 
Afghanistan. China can help the local population by generating 
the production.  
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The Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad organized a webinar titled “US Exit from 
Afghanistan: The Regional Implications”. The panelist of the webinar included professional experts and academ-
ic scholars on the pertinent topic. Khalid Latif, Executive Director (COPAIR) and Raja Fasial, Program Director – 
South Asia (COPAIR) co-moderated the event.  Amna Malik President (COPAIR) – opined that that the protracted 
Afghanistan conflict has fractured the country politically, economically and socially as it has drawn the civilian pop-
ulation into cycles of devastation.  Michael O’Hanlon – Senior Fellow and Director of Research, in Foreign Policy 
at the Brookings Institution, spoke on the topic ‘Afghanistan: A US & Pakistani Unaccomplished Mission’. Lt. Gen. 
Tariq Khan, Hi (M) gave an inclusive insight on the topic, “Another Perception- Afghanistan.” While analyzing cur-
rent situation and strategic mistakes the US made during its stay, he feared, possibility of a new civil war and said 
Taliban’s will eventually be successful to establish their government in Afghanistan. He further added, he didn’t fa-
vor the Taliban’s style of governance.  While explaining Pakistan’s concerns, he said Pakistan is fencing along the 

border with Afghanistan also aimed to control the refugee’s intake. Then he moved on discussing the concerns of 
the Central Asian and said as far as the rest of the region is concerned Central Asian republics are towards the 
north and China towards north east. China has already signed a 3 billion dollars contract with the Taliban. So, there 
is going to big Chinese influence in Afghanistan, and he believes that China will be in the position to fill the Vacu-
um left by the US forces through the soft power. However, Pakistan wants to organize refugees instead of leaving 
them disorganized like the Soviet-Afghan war and US attack in 2001. So, Pakistan is taking to host Afghan refu-
gees.  He maintained that Pakistan don’t have any capacity or capability of influencing or directing Taliban in any 
way at all. It might have some actors staggering around trying to make it look as if Pakistan has some leverage.  
But in reality, Pakistan did not have any leverage on the Taliban.  Gen. Tariq Khan recommended that Washington 
should provide economic investments to Pakistan to increase the country’s regional connectivity with Afghanistan 
and Central Asia as part and instead of the trade conflict with China. Dr. Haiyun MA- Associate Professor- Frost-
burg State University discussed the Chinese Perspective vis-a-vis US Exist from Afghanistan.   Ambassador Khalid 
Mehmood, Chairman (COPAIR)- in his concluding remarks stated that Pakistan has no favorites in Afghanistan. Fur-
thermore, Pakistan is only eying upon its economic endeavors emboldened the positive sum gains across the region. 
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The Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Organized a Webinar 
“US Exit from Afghanistan: The Regional Implications” on August 03, 2021



The Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad, organized a webinar, titled “Afghanistan 
and America’s Future Role in the World” on August 25, 2021. The guest speaker of the session was Milton Bearden, 
the former Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) station chief in Pakistan. Khalid Latif, Executive Director COPAIR mod-
erated the event.President COPAIR Amna Malik delivered introductory remarks in which she expressed her gratitude 
to the guest speaker, Chairman COPAIR Ambassador (R) Khalid Mehmood and audience for their presence. Ms. Amna 
Malik offered her introductory remarks and delineated COPAIR’s current focus on Afghanistan. She said that the 
purpose of the webinar was to evaluate the role of major powers, especially the US, in the Afghanistan’s end game 
and how its implications are failing on other South Asian countries, especially Pakistan.Milton Bearden provided the 
historical perspective about the US role in Afghanistan. He also repeated the regret that the US turned its back to Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan after defeating the Soviet Union in 1989. Absence of a major after-care program from the U.S. 
led to the civil war in Afghanistan in the 90s. Speaking of the Taliban’s current posture, Milton regarded them as the 

Taliban 2.0, for their transformation into becoming more pragmatist, less ideologues, and clever and wise in dealing 
with the international community. Milton sounded bullish about the Taliban’s future role. He expected that the Tal-
iban would like to involve the United States, along with China and Russia, in Afghanistan’s economic development, 
not least for the mineral resources. In his view, there is potentially going to be a mix of competition and cooperation 
in Afghanistan between the US, China, Russia, Iran, and Pakistan. Responding to the question of what went wrong on 
part of the US for having an ignoble end to its 20 year-long war campaign in Afghanistan, Milton assessed four failures 
in general on part of the invaders in Afghanistan. They brought foreign armies; placed an unpopular emir in Kabul; 
invader’s allies mistreated other Afghan factions; and the invaders did not pay tribute to the warlords. Ambassador 
Khalid Mehmood deplored that the U.S. war had ended in a huge human loss and material destruction. He thought 
that the US had multiple opportunities in the past to withdraw in honor and make a compromise with the Taliban. 
Now, the US had left Afghanistan without forming a transitional military, political and logistical arrangements, not 
even bringing the intra-Afghan negotiations to full fruition. Speaking of the U.S.’s future role, Ambassador Mehmood 
said that the U.S. cannot be expected to leave this region, which has had a vital place for the US in terms of keeping 
a close watch on China, Russia, Central Asia, mineral riches in Afghanistan, and due to nuclear assets in Pakistan.
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The Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Organized a Webinar 
“Afghanistan and America’s Future Role in the World,” on August 25, 2021
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PTV Official Training Sponsored by National Media Network and COPAIR





The Taliban has claimed victory in Afghanistan after 
taking over the capital Kabul, bringing to a swift end almost 
20 years of a US-led coalition’s presence in the country. 
Fighters have seized the presidential palace. The govern-
ment has collapsed, with President Ashraf Ghani fleeing. 
A spokesman for the group has told news network Al Ja-
zeera: “The war is over.” Kabul has descended into chaos, 
and residents and foreign nationals have 
been trying to escape. At the capital’s in-
ternational airport, an eyewitness told the 
BBC that staff had abandoned their desks 
and people were running to planes. The US 
has moved its entire embassy staff to the 
airport. The US military has secured the pe-
rimeter and is in the process of taking over 
air traffic control to evacuate American and 
allied personnel from the country, said the 
State Department. Kabul was the last major 
city in Afghanistan to hold out against the 
Taliban offensive, which began months ago 
but has accelerated in the space of days as 
they rapidly gained control of territories, 
shocking many observers. The militants 
were able to seize control after most foreign 
troops pulled out. US President Joe Biden 
has defended the withdrawal of American 
troops, saying he could not justify an “end-
less American presence in the middle of 
another country’s civil conflict”. More than 

60 countries, including the US and the UK, have issued a 
joint statement saying the Afghan people “deserve to live 
in safety, security and dignity”, and that security and civil 
order should be immediately restored. They also called on 
the Taliban to allow anyone who wishes to depart to do so, 
and to keep roads, airports and border crossings open. 

ISTANBUL: Presidents of Pakistan 
and Turkey participate in the launch-
ing of the 1st MILGEM Class Corvette 
for Pakistan Navy Launching ceremony 
of the first MILGEM class corvette (PNS 
Babur) for Pakistan Navy was held to-
day at Istanbul Naval Shipyard (INSY). 
President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi and 
President of the Republic of Turkey 
Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan graced the 
occasion as chief guests. Mrs Samina 
Alvi, the First Lady launched the war-
ship with a prayer. Both Presidents 
also jointly performed steel cutting of 
Akhisar, the offshore patrol vessel for 
Turkish Navy. Addressing the cere-
mony, President Dr. Arif Alvi said that 
both countries shared common ob-
jectives of promoting peace, stability 
and development in their respective 
regions. He highlighted that Pakistan 
and Turkey were further strengthen-
ing their cooperation across various 
spheres, particularly in defence, to deal 
with common challenges and new and 
emerging threats. Thanking Turkey for 
construction of the PNS Babur with-
in the timeline, the President empha-

sized that this project is a testimony 
of strong relations and expressed the 
hope that it would further boost de-
fence collaboration between the two 
brotherly countries. President Dr. Arif 
Alvi lauded Turkey’s continuing sup-
port on Kashmir dispute and reiterated 
Pakistan’s unwavering support to Tur-
key on the Cyprus issue.  In his address, 
President Erdoğan said that Turkey and 
Pakistan brotherhood and friendship is 
deep rooted in history and the people 
of Turkey have a special place in their 
hearts for Pakistan. 
He highlighted the 
enhanced collabora-
tion between the two 
countries in various 
fields including de-
fence production. He 
said despite the pan-
demic, Pakistan-Tur-
key bilateral trade 
is improving. He 
hoped that econom-
ic ties would further 
improve. President 
Erdogan stressed 

the need to closely work together to 
promote regional peace and stabili-
ty including in Afghanistan.  Speaker 
of Turkish Grand National Assembly 
Mustafa Sentop, Turkish Vice President 
Fuat Oktay, Chief of the Naval Staff of 
Pakistan Admiral M Amjad Khan Niazi, 
alongwith senior Turkish defence offi-
cials, including Defence Minister Hulusi 
Akar, Chief of the Turkish General Staff 
General Yaşar Güler and Commander 
of Turkish Naval Forces Admiral Adnan 
Özbal also attended the ceremony.

Afghanistan conflict: Kabul falls to Taliban as President flees

Pakistan and Turkey participate in the launching of the 1st 
MILGEM Class Corvette for Pakistan Navy
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RAWALPINDI, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa Thursday said continuation of inhuman mili-
tary siege, machinations to bring demographic changes and 
gross violations of human rights and international laws are 
perpetuating humanitarian and security crises in Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) that imper-
il regional security. Director General Inter Services Public 
Relations (DG ISPR) Major General Babar Iftikhar took to 
Twitter to share the message of Army Chief on ‘Youm-e- 
Istehsaal’ Kashmir.“ Resolution of Kashmir dispute as per 
UN Resolutions and aspirations of Kashmiri people is im-
perative for enduring peace and stability in the region,” the 
COAS said. Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi Thursday expressed solidarity with the 
people of Kashmir on Youm-e-Istehsal.

ISLAMABAD, Youm-e-Istehsal is being observed today (Thursday) to 
express solidarity with the oppressed Kashmiri people on completion 
of two years of military siege of Indian Illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir. On 5th August 2019 Modi fascist regime in an illegal and 
unilateral step had scrapped the special constitutional status of Indi-
an illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir. In order to denounce the 
Indian unilateral illegal actions against Kashmiri people as well as the 
atrocities being carried out by the Indian forces in occupied territory, 
host of events will take place including solidarity walks in all the main 
cities of the country. President Arif Alvi will lead the walk in the feder-
al capital Islamabad in which participants will wear black bands and 
carry the flags of Pakistan and Azad Kashmir. One minute silence will 
be observed across the country at 0900 hours, traffic to come to stand 
still for one minute and sirens will also be played. Some scholars have 
pointed out that India’s introduction of the new domicile laws for the 
region during the pandemic has created covert implications of demo-
graphic change and delimitations that will redraw the parliamentary 
and assembly constituencies in favour of those regions more receptive 
to the Indian government.

UNITED NATIONS, The UN Security Council to discuss the 
worsening security situation in Afghanistan, with Paki-
stan hoping that, under India’s presidency, the 15-mem-
ber body will make an “objective evaluation” of the de-
velopments in that strife-torn country.“The concern 
about the situation in Afghanistan is understandable,” 
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United Nations(UN), Munir 
Akram, said when correspondent asked for his reaction 
about the move to hold the council meeting on Afghani-
stan. “It is, however, important that the Security Council 
make an objective evaluation of the situation”, Ambassa-
dor Akram stressed.

 Pakistan hopes UNSC will make ‘objective evaluation’ of 
Afghan situation 

Nation observes Youm-e-Istehsal express 
solidarity with the oppressed Kashmiri people 

Continuation of inhuman military siege 
perpetuating humanitarian, security crisis 
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Islamabad: Chaudhary Fawad Hussain, Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting in a meeting with H.E Mr. Aybek Arif Usmanov, the Am-
bassador of Uzbekistan who called on him here, today said that a stable, 
peaceful and prosperous Afghanistan is vital for building communication 
linkages between Pakistan and Central Asia. He said that enhanced cooper-
ation between the two countries in areas mutually beneficial to each others 
would also open new avenues of opportunities and prosperity in the entire 
region. He added that dream of building a rail track between Karachi and 
Tashkent and the start of truck service from Pakistan to Central Asia can 
only be materialised with peace and stability in Afghanistan. 

Pakistan will extend recognition to the Taliban government in Afghanistan 
after consultation with regional countries and the international community, 
Ambassador Munir Akram has said.
“Pakistan will walk in lockstep with the international community,” the Pa-
kistani envoy told BBC in response to question whether Islamabad would 
recognize the new Afghan government in Kabul on its own or move with the 
world community.
Ambassador Akram said he hoped the Taliban would form an inclusive gov-
ernment and that they will observe human rights and respect all the commit-
ments that they have made to the international community.

BEIJING: China reiterated its consistent and clear position on 
the Kashmir issue, and called for its proper and peaceful set-
tlement under the United Nations (UN) Charter, United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) resolutions and bilateral agreements.
“China’s position on the Kashmir issue is consistent and clear. 
The Kashmir issue is an issue left over from history between 
India and Pakistan, and should be properly resolved peacefully 
in accordance with the UN Charter, relevant UN Security Council 
resolutions and bilateral agreements,” a Chinese Foreign Min-
istry’s spokesperson said in response to a question regarding 
completion of two years of India’s illegal act of August 5, 2019.
On August 5, 2019, in violation of the UNSC resolutions on Jam-
mu and Kashmir and of international law, India took unilateral 
measures in a bid to change the demography of Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir, and tried to obliterate the distinct identity of 
Kashmiri people.

The nation is celebrating Independence Day today with renewed resolve to 
work with the spirit of Pakistan Movement to make the country a true Islam-
ic welfare state. The day will dawn with thirty-one gun salute in the Federal 
Capital and twenty-one gun salute in the provincial headquarters.Prayers 
will be offered for security and progress of Pakistan and wellbeing of the 
people.National flag will be hoisted at all important public and private build-
ings.The main feature of the celebrations would be a national flag hoisting 
ceremony at Jinnah Convention Centre in Islamabad. President Mamnoon 
Hussain would be the chief guest on the occasion.
At 8:59 in the morning, sirens would be sounded and the moving traffic 
would come to a halt as mark of national solidarity.

Pakistan enjoys cordial bilateral ties with Uzbekistan: Fawad Chaudary

Pakistan to move in lockstep with world community in recognizing Taliban govt:    
Munir Akram

China Reaffirms Narrative on Kashmir Issue, Urges for Proper, Peaceful Resolution

Pakistan celebrates 75th Independence Day with patriotic zeal and fervor
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OIC Chief urges focus on education, food security at summit

Pakistan Counters India’s bid to depict itself as Champion against Terrorism

JEDDAH- The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) on 
Wednesday oversaw the second Islamic Summit on Science and 
Technology virtually hosted by the UAE under the theme “Science, 
Technology and Innovation: Opening New Horizons.”
During a speech at the summit, OIC Secretary-General Dr. Yousef 
Al-Othaimeen said: “The OIC member states have made positive 
progress in the recent period, as the number of scientific publica-
tions increased by 34 percent, and the value of technology exports 
from OIC countries increased by 32 percent.”
He added that major funds have invested in the field of higher edu-
cation in all OIC countries, and many member states have initiated 
large scientific projects, which involve artificial intelligence, green 
cities in Saudi Arabia, renewable energy and the digital economy. 
Al-Othaimeen also drew attention to a space probe that the UAE 
developed which is successfully orbiting Mars, in addition to other 
pioneering technological projects across OIC member states.

Karachi, Pakistan Navy War game SHAMSHEER-E-BAHR-
VIII commenced at Karachi. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi graced the Opening Brief of the 
exercise as Chief Guest and was received by Chief of Staff Vice 
Admiral Faisal Rasul Lodhi.

Later, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff (Opera-
tions) Rear Admiral Javaid lqbal presented the 
overview of war game outlining objectives and 
concepts set forth for demonstration during the 
exercise. He highlighted that the war game will 
comprise participation of Tri-Services and Govt 
Ministries. SHAMSHEER-E-BAHR-VIll is the Flag 
ship war game of Pakistan Navy that is held bi-
ennially to corroborate various concepts which 
are validated in subsequent maritime exercises 
prior being incorporated in naval strategy.

While addressing the occasion, Chief of the 
Naval Staff highlighted that Pakistan is facing 
multitude of internal and external challenges 
which necessitate external vigilance and strong 
resolve. The Admiral emphasized that the unre-

solved Kashmir issue remains the flash point between Pakistan 
and India. Indian heavy handed policies in IIOJ&K and attempt 
to enforce fascist control over IIOJ&K have serious implications 
towards security in South Asia and the world at large. 

NEW YORK: Pakistan has deplored India’s attempt to project itself 
as a champion against international terrorism, as it did in the UN 
Security Council on Thursday, saying the Indians have no “moral au-
thority” as terror victims’ blood is on their hands.
“India is the biggest state sponsor of terrorism – planning, promot-
ing and financing terrorism against Pakistan, ” a statement issued 
by Pakistan’s Mission to the UN said in in response to Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s speech at a regular briefing 
of the 15-member Council on: Threats to International Peace and 
Security Caused by Terrorist Acts.The Council considered the 13th 
report of the Secretary-General on the threat posed by ISIL /Da’esh 
to international peace and security. Jaishankar, who presided over 
the briefing in India’s capacity as the council’s president for August, 
attempted to portray his county as a victim of cross-border attacks, 
especially from Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM), and called for collectively fighting terrorism.

Opening brief of Naval War Game Shamsheer-E-Bahr-viii held at Karachi
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Neelum Valley
Tourist attractions are required to be captivating. This one is for sure. 
You will find blue waters and greenery, as stunning as anything. This is 
Allah’s magnificent gift to mankind, fortunately, located in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir. Anyone suggesting you top attractions in Pakistan would 
not forget Neelum Valley. It has many suburbs and small-town villages, 
lakes, trekking drags, mountain passes, and other sorts of grand high-
lights which find it among remarkable tourist attractions.

Rawalakot
A famous town in Azad Jammu and Kashmir which is also known to be a 
district headquarter of Poonch. An alluring valley amid high hills, located 
about 80 kilometers away from Islamabad and Rawalpindi. Since it is only 
80 km, it surely means you can easily reach the area and make the most of 
it if you are in the national capital or Rawalpindi. Being a northern area, it 
is bound to be a savage in winter, so it is always advised that you visit in 
summer. Summer season favors unfolding the ravishing beauty of Rawal-
akot. Getting around in this area, you must visit the famous tourist attrac-
tions of Tatta Pani, Sudhngalli, and Toli Pir located here.  

Banjosa Lake
You will find your way here if you get around Rawalkot. This is ideally the 
area boasting a considerable amount of greenery. Green is the color you 
will find here mostly, followed by a little contouring by red. Above a clear 
lake are tall trees covering a large area. You usually require heading out 
there in summer due to hospitable weather, since the temperature hard-
ly exceeds 25°C. As warm as summer gets, winter is forbiddingly cooler, 
while snowfall sheaths it all around. Imagine having those photos in your 
camera – lovely! When the autumn season is on the brink, Banjosa is sat-
urated in shades of gold and reddish-brown.

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) is a globally recognized heaven. It is all due to the vibrant green valleys that compel you 
to never bat your eyes once you catch sight of it. It is a place of waterways, abundant lakes, and a wildlife adventure to 
experience.

Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir
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Ramkot Fort
This astonishing land comes on an ascending, bordered by River Jehlum, this tourist 
attraction in Azad Kashmir is asking for your cameras. Not really a stronghold any-
more, Ramkot Fort bespeaks of a contemporary Muslim military design of buildings. 
The background of this fort belongs to the 5th and 9th centuries which left behind 
its relics discovered and removed by Muslim leaders during the 17th century. This 
area lays the foundation of excitement for people struck with wanderlust. 

Toli Pir
It seems to have everything in terms of greenery you could ask for in 
a location. Head to Toli Pir in the final months of Spring; the climate 
is favorable. For the rest of the months, it is just chilling due to its 
high altitude. Also, to explore the area to its maximum potential, it is 
always advisable to visit from April to early October. 

Pir Chinasi 
Situated in the capital of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Muzaf-
farabad, this area is one of the top tourist attractions in Pa-
kistan. Pir Chinsai is an astounding spot to explore. Its histo-
ry would introduce you to Hazrat Shah Hussain – a Saint of 
Greater Kashmir, whose Shrine is located in this area. A state-
of-the-art nature of excellence exuded in every corner of this 
area. 

Leepa Valley
This is a STAIRWAY TO HEAVEN! The Leepa Valley uplifts the value 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir as one of the top tourist attractions in 
Pakistan. Opened in May to November for voyagers in the most wel-
coming climate you can find in this area. Approaching in the area are 
high mountains and tall pine trees, this area is easily accessible from 
Muzaffarabad.  

Shounter Lake 
Simply offering everything that speaks of wonderful mother nature. Show 
up in this area during May to August; the climate is your friend and the 
facilities provided to reach here are top-notch. You can easily board a Jeep 
from Kel, Neelum Valley. 

Ratti Gali Lake 
Ratti Gali Lake is a high altitude (3700m) alpine lake situated in the 
Neelum valley of Pakistan. In the summer season, the whole area 
around this mesmerizing lake becomes a spot of lush green meadows. 
In winters lakes remain frozen from November-April. Sunsets and sun-
rise over Ratti Gali Lake are the most amazing ones.  
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Cuisine

Goshtaba 
Goshtaba is a traditional delicacy that originated as a dish for kings and 
has a royal taste. Therefore, it is made on royal occasions in the Kashmir 
household. It is minced mutton balls cooked prepared in a yogurt gravy 
and goodness of various spices. Its tantalizing flavors will make you crave 
more than one serving.  

Kashmiri Dahi Baingan
Kashmiri Dahi Baingan is one of the tasty and unique lip-smacking 
dishes made in spices that you simply can’t resist. The eggplant is 
diced and cooked in a yogurt gravy which makes you want more of 
the dish. It is a perfect Kashmir food fusion served as a side dish. This 
vegetarian dish which can be cooked in several ways is equally loved 
by the people of Kashmir. 

Pan-shaped local bread
A pan-shaped local bread served mainly with butter tea, Khambir/
Kulcha is a must-try dish for those travelers who are seeking to try 
something unique. Eaten during breakfast, Khambir/Kulcha is a bread 
that is brown and has a thick crust. It is made from local whole wheat 
and makes the diners crave more and more. 

Modhur Pulav
Modhur Pulav is the name given to sweetened Kashmiri rice 
prepared using cinnamon, a little saffron, milk, ghee, sugar, cashew 
nuts, almonds, green cardamom among several other ingredients. 
This dish is sweet, flavored, and healthy with saffron as the main 
spice which gives it beautiful color and taste. And this saffron is 
also grown and in Kashmir itself. The distinctive taste of this pulav 
is unlike something you have ever tasted before.  Just taste once and 
you will be left craving for more.

KASHMIRI
 CUISINE
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Kashmiri Rajma
You can enjoy Kashmiri Rajma with Tawa Paratha, 
Whole Wheat Lachha Paratha, or steamed rice which 
is a perfect fit for lunch or dinner meal. You can even 
have it as a healthy breakfast by preparing a red 
kidney bean salad. Don’t miss out the authentic taste 
of this dish as it is one of the most popular Kashmiri 
veg dishes. 

Pink Tea
Often called Pink Tea, Kashmiri chai is a milk tea 
characterized by its dusty pink color and garnishing 
of crushed nuts. It is brewed with green tea leaves 
and baking soda and then mixed with milk to give it a 
distinct pink color. 

Shab Deg 
Shab Deg is a forgotten Kashmiri delicacy that triggers 
nostalgia with the mention of its name alone. Any 
Kashmiris reading this will understand. Shab Deg is 
a meat delicacy cooked overnight with patience and 
richness of ingredients. Shab means night and Deg is a 
large cooking vessel. A rooster is cooked with turnips 
and spices overnight to bring out the right flavors in the 
dish and the vessel is sealed with dough. It is a special 
dish made for large families or when you are having 
people over. 

Rogan Josh
Rogan Josh has to be the first mention in Kashmir 
food. The delicious signature dish has put Kashmir on 
the food map. Rogan Josh is an aromatic lamb curry 
made with the fusion of various spices, yogurt, and 
browned onions. A healthy low-fat dish is best served 
with rice or naan bread. If you are a non-vegetarian, 
you won’t be able to stop yourself at one serving of 
one of the best Kashmiri dishes. 

Yakhni Lamb Curry  
A lot of Kashmir food is yogurt-based, and Yakhni 
Lamb Curry is no exception. It is a popular name in 
Kashmir food and culture. The lamb is cooked in a 
special gravy constituting yogurt, mawal flowers, 
onion paste, and dry mint leaves. The aroma of black 
and green cardamoms along with fennel will make 
you hungry in an instant. Have this authentic Kashmir 
delicacy with rice.
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n July 3, Launch and count-
downs for the Kashmir premier 
league happened in a thrilling 
draft event held in Islamabad. 
The six teams participated in 

the KPL 2021 were Rawlakot Hawks 
captained by Shahid Afridi, Muzafarabad 
Tigers captained by Muhammd Hafeez, 
Mirpur Royals captained by Shoaib 
Malik, Kotli Lions Captained by Fakhar 
Zaman, Bagh Stallions captained by 
Shadab Khan, and Overseas Warrior 
captained by Imad Wasim. It is also 
pertinent to mention that India tried 
its level best to derail the event with its 
venomous propaganda.  With the slogan 
of “Play with Freedom”, international 
cricketers were invited to play matches 
in Muzaffarabad under the KPL but 
India pressurized the players not to go 
to AJK. India continued with the policy 
of rising pressure on every organization. 
It was because India became frightened 
of the word “freedom”. While imposing 
curbs on freedom of speech in occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, India thought that 
it would command every country and 
in the same way, but it did not happen. 
The BCCI and the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) have exchanged words after it 
appeared that Indian officials were 
in quest of preventing foreign players 
from participating in KPL 2021. After 
the PCB said it would raise the problem 
with the ICC, according to ESPNcricinfo, 

the BCCI, penned to ICC to unrecognized 
the league. According to media reports, 
the BCCI’s letter had centered on “the 
status of Kashmir as a disputed terri-
tory and whether matches can be played 
in such territories and its central place 
in the long-running argument between 
the two countries.” India again met an 
embarrassment here as usually.  The 
International Cricket Council (ICC) has 
turned down the Board of Control for 
Cricket in India’s (BCCI) appeal to not 
recognize the Kashmir Premier League 
(KPL), clarifying that non-interna-
tional cricket events do not fall under 
its jurisdiction. Former South Africa 
batsman Herschelle Gibbs blamed the 
BCCI of trying to avert him from con-
tributing in the KPL and intimidating 
him with refuting his entry in India if 
he participated. “Completely unneces-
sary of the BCCI to bring their political 
agenda with Pakistan into the equation 
and trying to prevent me from playing 
in the KPL, They are also threatening 
me saying they won’t allow me entry 
into India for any cricket-related work. 
Ludicrous,” he tweeted. After veteran 
South African cricketer, Hershelle 
Gibbs Monty Panesar from England 
revealed that he decided to drop out 
from playing in the Kashmir Premier 
League (KPL) at the request of BCCI. 
He further revealed that (BCCI) passed 
him intimidations of visa termination 

through the English Cricket Board 
(ECB) and the UK’s Professional Cricket 
Association (PCA). The region of Sub-
continent has a special attachment and 
love for cricket. Pakistan is promoting 
the message of love by conducting such 
events. On the other hand what all is 
happening in Indian occupied Kashmir 
is a clear example of hatred and aggres-
sion. Hopefully, Pakistan will continue 
to arrange such healthy activities in the 
future as well for the sake of the people.  

Kashmir Premier  League 

Sports

62 | Melange  September 2021






