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n Mélange’s international 
magazine’s latest edition, 
we take pride in offering 
a wide range of perspec-

tives from across the globe on 
significant national and interna-
tional issues through dispassion-
ate analyses.

The year 2021 marks the 
70th anniversary of progressive 
and mutually beneficial ties be-
tween ‘all-weather friends,’ China 
and Pakistan.   President COPAIR- 
Amna Malik, in her article, notes 
that Pakistan and China share a 
history of cooperation that in-
cludes strong political relations, 
strategic and economic collabora-
tion, diplomatic support, and co-
operation in various other fields 
for mutual benefits. Over time, 
more vital collaboration, friend-
ship, and deeper trust developed 
between the two countries. China 
has extended consistently sup-
ported Pakistan on multilateral 
forums. This includes diplomatic 
support in United Nations Securi-
ty Council (UNSC), Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO), Fi-
nancial Action Task Force (FATF), 
and Nuclear Suppliers Groups 
(NSG).  

Chinese support and friend-
ship remained a hallmark of Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy through-
out the years. This friendship 
is branded as “Deeper than 
Oceans and Higher than Hima-
layan Mountains.” Moreover, 
China and Pakistan developed 
trade and economic relations 
over the years. Main ventures in-
clude Heavy Mechanical Complex, 
Heavy Industries Taxila, assis-
tance in Pakistan’s civil nuclear 
energy program, and construc-

tion of Gawadar Ports. Also, the 
All-weather partnership between 
Pakistan-China constitutes the 
“China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor” (CPEC) to meet its geopo-
litical and economic demands in 
the context of the “One Belt One 
Road” initiative. Enormous in-
vestments injected by CPEC are 
believed to improve Pakistan’s 
Socio-Economic performance. 
Moreover, both states, since the 
establishment of diplomatic re-
lations have played a significant 
role in maintaining durable and 
constructive roles.

Khalid Latif ’s Article “Libya: 
Easier to Destroy a Nation than 
to Govern a Nation?” provides a 
better understanding of the cur-
rent situation in Libya.  Historical 
analysis of the first Libyan Civil 
War of the year 2011 allows the 
reader to understand current dy-
namics, role of foreign powers, 
and the impact of instability on 
Libya’s politics and the wider 
region. It reflects on the conse-
quences of the Libyan civil war. 
In its insightful analysis, the au-
thor states that the Libyan civil 
war endures because the prize 
for winning is so great. The Liby-
an civil war endures because for-
eign powers have much to gain. 
The Libyan civil war endures 
because external sponsors are 
pursuing diverging interests. The 
Libyan civil war endures because 
both sides of Libya are made up 
of fractious coalitions of militias 
that could turn on each other 
when they no longer have a com-
mon enemy.

Furthermore, the analysis 
on Pakistan’s economic security 
and growth includes: ‘Potential 

of Shipping Industry of Pakistan,’ 
‘Gwadar: Revamping Regional 
Economic Architecture,’ and ‘Pa-
kistan’s case in Financial Action 
Task Force’ (FATF).’ Likewise, 
articles on the economic sphere 
highlight the “Blue Economy and 
Gwadar” as a significant econom-
ic accomplishments, whereas Er-
ic’s article discusses Pakistan’s 
significant progress against the 
politics of FATF. This volume also 
carries articles on ‘Zionism and 
Hindu Nationalism Bring Isra-
el and India Together,’ ‘Summits 
between Iraq, Jordan, and Egypt 
Signal a New Block,’ ‘Impact of 
hybrid warfare,’ and ‘Emerging 
Technology and Impact on War-
fare.’ 

This edition presents mul-
tiple perspectives on various 
issues, such as Raja Faisal’s ar-
ticle on ‘Internal Rift in India’s 
Defense’ is insightful analysis. 
Mushahid Naqvi gave an exten-
sive review of Sino-Pak Strategic 
Dialogue. With significant devel-
opments on diplomatic fronts, 
these series of articles on Pa-
kistan’s ties with Uzbekistan, 
Russia, and Iraq are relevant to 
comprehend emerging contours 
of Pakistan’s foreign policy. In 
their articles, Saima Zaman, Qa-
sier Mehmood gives an analysis 
of Pakistan’s paradigm shift in its 
foreign policy goals. Hadiqa ex-
plains the implications of the US 
withdrawal from Afghanistan on 
Pakistan. 

It cannot be overstated that 
this volume puts forth a variety 
of views, perspectives, and rec-
ommendations on a range of is-
sues.

Note:  
All advertisements and articles are published in good faith. The publishers are not responsible for any inconvenience 

or disappointment caused to anyone due to any advertisement or article.
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Amna Malik

Author is the 
Editor-in-Chief of 

Melange International 
Mélange, 

The Asian Telegraph, 
and President of The 

Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations 

(COPAIR)

70 Years of Everlasting 
Pak-China Friendship

rom the establishment of dip-
lomatic ties in May 1951 to the 
present day, Pakistan and China 
relations have transformed into 

an iconic brotherhood which is unprec-
edented in the contemporary history of 
International Relations and thus can be 
referred to as an example of a “Special 
Relationship.” Apart from diplomatic sup-
port, trade agreements, defense coopera-
tion, cultural exchange programs, and the 
placement of Pakistan in China’s BRI, the 
geopolitical, geo-economic, and geostra-
tegic transformations in the region also 
contributed to deepen and strengthen the 
relations between China and Pakistan. 

Pakistan became the first Muslim 
country to recognize China and established 
its diplomatic ties with China in May 1951. 
China and Pakistan’s relations witnessed 
no discord in their journey of nearly seven-
ty years. Instead, the cooperation in trade 
and more importantly in the security do-
main exponentially increased over time. 
According to a former ambassador of Pa-
kistan to China, Mr. Riaz Mohammad Khan, 
Pakistan and China have been remarkably 
consistent to forge close ties with each 
other despite the unusual and decisive 
changes in the global political landscape. 

Moreover, China has been providing 
economic assistance to Pakistan in terms of 
grants and loans for years. The high-profile 
projects of China include the construction 
of Karakoram Highway (KKH), the Heavy 
Mechanical Complex (HMC), Nuclear Pow-
er Plants, Machine Tool Plant, Gwadar Port, 
and Heavy Industries Taxila (HIT). Further-

more, the manufacturing and development 
of JF-17 and Al- Khalid tank is an amaz-
ing joint venture of China and Pakistan. 
However, the cultural exchange programs 
have also contributed to further strength-
en the relations between two nations at 
the government as well as individual level. 

On the diplomatic front, Pakistan 
and China have always supported each oth-
er at all International forums/institutions/
groups such as UNSC, SCO, FATF, and NSG. 
For example, China used its veto against 
Bangladesh to block Bangladesh’s entry 
into United Nations as Pakistan had not rec-
ognized Bangladesh. Moreover, China has 
always supported Pakistan’s stance on the 
Kashmir issue. It maintains that Kashmir 
dispute should be resolved through peace-
ful means as per the UN Security Council 
resolutions and the bilateral agreements. 

After abrogation of Article 370 on 
5th August 2019, and bifurcation of the 
disputed territory of Jammu and Kashmir 

 PAKISTAN 
AND CHINA 
HAVE BEEN 

REMARKABLY 
CONSISTENT 

TO FORGE 
CLOSE TIES 
WITH EACH 

OTHER 
DESPITE THE 

UNUSUAL 
AND DECISIVE 

CHANGES IN 
THE GLOBAL 

POLITICAL 
LANDSCAPE
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However, the Chinese has been 
consistently supporting Pakistan 
on diplomatic front on this issue. 
The government of China not only 
criticized the unilateral and illegal 
actions in IIOJK but also raised the 
issue at UNSC that resulted in an un-
precedented move by the UNSC. Sim-
ilarly, Pakistan supports the “One 
China” policy and firmly stands with 
China on this national issue.   

Furthermore, China has been 
concerned about its Malacca Dilem-
ma and it also needed to explore 
new avenues to sustain its econo-
my and further enhance the eco-
nomic sphere. Therefore, China un-
leashed its Belt and Road Initiative 
in 2013 which would connect over 
sixty countries through land and sea 
routes and increase economic con-
nectivity and interdependence be-
tween the countries along the Silk 
Road Economic Belt and Maritime 
Silk Road. The placement of Pakistan 
in the BRI and the flagship project 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
has opened up another arena of in-
creased economic cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan.  

China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) was established on 22 
May 2013. Under this mega project, 
China is investing in the energy sec-
tor, for infrastructure development 
and Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
in Pakistan. The projects under CPEC 
are divided into short, medium, and 
long-term projects. All the projects 
would be completed by 2030. CPEC 
is a win-win situation for both Chi-
na and Pakistan. For China, CPEC is 
offering the shortest route to have 
access to the Persian Gulf which is 
providing a lifeline to the Chinese 
Economy as China imports 80% of its 
oil from the Gulf. It would also help 
China to bypass the Strait of Malacca 
to reach the markets of the Middle 
East, Africa, and Europe. Moreover, 

it would enhance the economic and 
strategic connectivity of the region 
with China.  

According to a Chinese scholar, 
Li Xiguang, “The CPEC, the hub of 
OBOR, links the belt in Central Asia 
and the road with the Indian Ocean. 
The region around the CPEC has seen 
the rise of previous world cultural 
centers. This is the same area where 
the ancient world influenced China 
and China also influenced the world. 
The ancient Silk Road civilization 
encompasses countries that include 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turkmeni-
stan, and Iran which have been por-
trayed in Yu Gong as parts of Suifu 
and Yaofu. With these countries, 
China needs to maintain regional 
relationships and political alliances. 
Constructing a civilizational sphere 
across OBOR is reshaping China’s 
geopolitical and geo-civilizational 
sphere of influence. Though the Silk 
Road is an economic zone, it is more 
a cultural zone.”  

For Pakistan, CPEC is a ray of 
hope for its shambling economy and 
to fulfill its dream to have econom-
ic prosperity in the country. Lack of 
infrastructure development, ener-
gy crises, and economic crisis have 
been major issues in Pakistan along 
with the wave of terrorism in the 
previous years which have badly af-
fected all segments of society in Pa-
kistan. Pakistan has largely defeated 
the menace of terrorism in most of 
the areas and now peace has been 
established across the country. Due 
to CPEC, the other issues are also 
being addressed. The energy sector 
has shown unprecedented growth in 
recent years and consequently, the 
economic conditions have improved 
significantly. Under, CPEC, the infra-
structure development drive is going 
on across the country. The expansion 
of motorways is one of the signifi-
cant examples in this regard.  

Moreover, the Gwadar port has 
the potential to become a regional 
economic hub. The use of the Gwa-
dar port by Central Asian States 
(CARs) would significantly assist Pa-
kistan to exploit the full potential of 
the port which will also enhance the 
connectivity of Pakistan with CARs 
and bring tremendous opportunities 
for Pakistan’s economic growth. It is 
rightly stated that CPEC is a ‘game 
changer’ for Pakistan. It would bring 
peace and prosperity not only for Pa-
kistan but also for the entire region 

DURING COLD WAR, 
MULTIPLE FACTORS 
CONTRIBUTED TO 

DEEPENING THE TIES 
BETWEEN CHINA AND 

PAKISTAN. SINO-INDIAN 
RIVALRY, THE US AND 
SOVIET AID TO INDIA 

DURING THE SINO-INDIAN 
WAR, INDO-PAK CONFLICT, 

COOPERATION IN SECURITY 
AND MILITARY AFFAIRS, 

AND CHINA’S SUPPORT TO 
PAKISTAN IN THE 1965 

WAR AGAINST INDIA HAD 
A PROFOUND IMPACT ON 

CHINA-PAKISTAN TIES. 
MOREOVER, PAKISTAN’S 

ROLE TO BRIDGE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN CHINA AND THE 
WEST ESPECIALLY THE US, 
AND CHINA’S SUPPORT TO 
PAKISTAN IN THE UNITED 

NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL 
(UNSC) ARE PERTINENT TO 
MENTION FOR DIPLOMATIC 

COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THESE TWO NATION-STATES 
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as the economic interdependence 
and connectivity would increase at a 
significant level. 

Even though massive fake pro-
paganda has been launched against 
CPEC especially from the Indian side 
and the Western media outlets, but it 
couldn’t affect the progress of CPEC 
projects and the further engage-
ments between China and Pakistan. 
Both, the countries have agreed to 
expand the sphere of CPEC; the next 
phase of CPEC would venture into 
seven areas: a) enrichment; b) ex-
pansion, c) financial and insurance 
services; d) eco-tourism; e) agricul-
ture; f ) joint ventures in education; 
and, g) industrial development. 

Moreover, the cooperation on 
Afghan Issue has been another im-
portant example of exceptional Chi-
na-Pakistan ties. Although, Pakistan 
and China were not party to the 
peace deal but both countries espe-
cially Pakistan had an important role 
in the finalization of the deal. The 

diplomatic efforts of China and Pa-
kistan has mitigated one of the ma-
jor challenges in the Afghan Peace 
Process. Peace in Afghanistan is in 
the interest of both countries as the 
disturbing situation in Afghanistan 
affects them particularly Pakistan 
more than any other country in the 
region.    

The stability in Afghanistan is 
crucial for the smooth implementa-
tion of the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) and especially the flagship 
project of BRI, China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), as the Af-
ghan soil is being used by the Indian 
sponsored terrorists to sabotage the 
CPEC projects in Pakistan. For in-

stance, India is using the Afghan ter-
ritory to train and equip the terror-
ists of Baluchistan Liberation Army 
(BLA) with modern weapons. BLA, 
which carries out attacks in Paki-

stan, was declared 
as a global terror-
ist organisation 
by the US on 2nd 
July 2019. 

Adding more 
it, Pakistan had 
defeated Teh-
r e e k - e -Ta l i b a n 
Pakistan (TTP), 
hundreds of its 
members have 
been killed and 
rest of them have 
been flown to 
A f g h a n -
i s t a n . 
R e c e n t -
ly, TTP’s 
s e p a r a t -

ed groups have re-joined 
TTP. This indicates that they 
will again launch new wave 
of attacks against Pakistan.  
Pakistan is facilitating Af-
ghan Peace Process to bring 
stability in Afghanistan, but 
the enemies of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan are trying hard 
to sabotage the peace pro-
cess. The spoilers of peace 
process are fully active; the 
regrouping of TTP shows 
objectives of these spoil-
ers.  In addition to this, the 
unstable can also be used 
to exploit the ethnic ten-
sions amongst Uyghurs in 
Xinjiang as an effective way 

to destabilize China. In the broader 
context, the instability in Afghan-
istan will affect the peace of entire 
region. 

Pakistan has been and still in 
the grey-list of Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) due to the dominant in-
fluence of opponents in the institu-
tion. The Financial Actions Task Force 
(FATF) is charged with the task to 
combat money laundering (ML) and 
terror financing (TF) to protect the 
International Financial System. The 
decisions of the FATF in the case of 
Pakistan are inimical to the integrity 
of this intergovernmental organiza-
tion as it shows the non-uniformity 
in its dealing with cases of different 
states. For instance, Pakistan, which 
has accomplished most of the tasks 
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given by the FATF, is still on the grey-
list while the FATF does not question 
India for the money laundering of 
billions of dollars and sponsoring 
terrorism in the region. However, 
Pakistan has shown unprecedented 
progress and successfully executed 
the action plan. 

China does not only support Pa-
kistan but also criticizes the politici-
zation of the FATF by the countries. 
Deputy Director General Yao Wen, at 
the Department of Asian Affairs of 
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
said, “China does not want the FATF 
to be politicised by any single coun-
try. There are some countries which 
want to include Pakistan in the 
blacklist. They have political designs 
which China is against.” The coun-

tries like the US and India have been 
attempting to blacklist Pakistan, and 
China has played significant role to 
block these attempts. While com-
menting on such attempts, Mr. Wen 
said that they 
have made it 
clear to the 
US and India 
that they can-
not do it. It 
goes beyond 
the purpose 
of FATF.  

General-
ly speaking, 
China and 
P a k i s t a n ’ s 
brotherhood 
has defeated 
all the chal-
lenges and 
emerged as an iconic brotherhood in 
the contemporary world. China and 
Pakistan have strong state-to-state 
and people-to-people connections 
based on mutual interests and re-
spect. The friendship between China 
and Pakistan stood strong against all 
odds. The assistance to each other in 
the fight against COVID-19 is another 
glaring example of the manifestation 
of iconic brotherhood between China 
and Pakistan. For example, after the 
outbreak of coronavirus, China ur-
gently needed protective suits, safe-
ty goggles, and medical masks. The 
government of Pakistan sent 84,500 
N95 Masks, 279,000 Surgical Masks, 
Suits 8500, and Goggles 2400 to sup-
port the Chinese struggle against 
Coronavirus.  

Similarly, later on, when the 
COVID-19 hit Pakistan, China sent 

500,000 surgical masks and 50,000 
N95 masks. China also sent a team of 
medical doctors to train and assist 
Pakistani doctors in the fight against 
coronavirus in Pakistan. Recently, 
the People’s Liberation Army has 
also donated vaccines to Pakistan 
Armed Forces. These doses of vac-
cination have been given to the gov-
ernment of Pakistan to contribute to 
the national vaccination drive. 

The support to each other in 
hard times reflects the iconic broth-
erhood and friendship of China and 
Pakistan as the Chinese quote says, 
“A friend in need is a friend indeed.” 
The fight against COVID-19 has fur-
ther strengthened the China-Paki-
stan brotherhood. The support to 
each other does not end here. Chi-
na is sending vaccinations to Paki-
stan to meet the goal of vaccination 
drive in the country. Recently, Pa-
kistan has received 1 million doses 

of coronavirus vaccine from China. 
It is pertinent to mention here that 
China previously has gifted three 
batches of the vaccine to Pakistan, 
which helped Pakistan to commence 
the Covid-19 vaccination drive in the 
country. 

In summary it can be said that 
China and Pakistan have enjoyed 
conflict-free and strong relations for 
a long time. Both countries have al-
ways supported each other through 
thick and thin. Now, The BRI and 
its flagship project CPEC have set 
a new direction for both China and 
Pakistan towards a “shared destiny.” 
This quotation truly and precise-
ly explains the iconic brotherhood 
of China and Pakistan, “Pak-China 
friendship is higher than the Himala-
yas, deeper than oceans and sweeter 
than honey”. 
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WHILE THE SAND 
DUNES BLOW ACROSS 
THE LIBYAN DESERTS 

FROM WHERE THE 
GREATEST LIBYAN 

WRITER OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY, AHMED 

IBRAHIM AL-FAQIH, 
PENNED “THERE 
IS NO WATER IN 

THE SEA” AND HIS 
HISTORICAL EPIC 

“MAPS OF THE SOUL” 
AND FROM WHERE 

MUHAMMAD IBN 
ALI AL-SANUSI AND 

OMAR AL-MUKHTAR 
ONCE TRAVERSED, 

LIBYA TODAY IS 
ALMOST DEAD AND 

THE VULTURES 
ARE FEASTING 

ON THE CLOSING 
SENTENCE OF 

AHMED AL-FAQIH’S 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 

TRILOGY: “A TIME 
HAS PASSED AND 

ANOTHER TIME HAS 
NOT COME AND WILL 

NOT COME

o make sense of the current sit-
uation in Libya it is important 
to go over the origins of the first 
Libyan Civil War of 2011. How 

did one of the best developed most sta-
ble countries in all of Africa emerge into 
a conflict-ridden and lawless nation with 
terrorists and human traffickers? What 
role do foreign powers play as their in-
creasing involvement further reduces 
the prospects of a stable Libya? And how 
has the chaos in Libya served as a cata-
lyst to affect the politics not just in Lib-
ya, but into the wider regional context?

This conflict started back in 2011 
when Muammar Abu Minyar al-Gaddafi 
was still in power, but one cannot under-
stand the Libyan civil war today, without 
an understanding of the formation of mod-
ern day Libya, the fall of Muammar Gadd-
afi, and the ensuing NATO intervention. 

What is called Libya today was 
formed in 1934 when the two Italian 
colonies of Italian Tripolitania and Ital-
ian Cyrenaica were merged into one 
colony known as the colony of Italian 
Libya. It is primarily a fragile unity be-
tween the region of Cyrenaica which is 
over 95% Arab dominated and the Trip-
olitania region which is a mixed race of 
Berber Arabs and Turkic origin. Both 
sides are naturally isolated from each 
other by the massive Libyan deserts. 

In 2011, Gaddafi had been in pow-
er for 42 years. With his infamous Green 
Book, Gaddafi had a peculiar and erratic 
ideological mix that combined anti-im-
perialism with socialism, Arab national-

ism and pan-Africanism. Domestically, 
that meant nationalizing the western 
controlled oil industry, and although 
Gaddafi was definitely an authoritari-
an dictator, he did use the oil wealth of 
Libya to benefit his people. Education 
along with health care was free and Lib-
yan families got cheap loans to buy their 
own homes. Additionally, despite the fact 
that Libya is a desert country, Gaddafi 
was able to use oil money to build a mas-
sive irrigation scheme for agriculture.  

Easier to Destroy a Nation 
than to Govern a Nation

Libya: 
The author is Executive 

Director COPAIR, 
Program Director - 
(Middle East) and
Editor - The Asian 

Telegraph & Mélange 
International Magazine 

Khalid Latif
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The result of these policies was that 
Libya achieved the highest Human Devel-
opment Index (HDI) in all of Africa, and 
became more prosperous and stable than 
its neighbors, but it was Gaddafi’s foreign 
policy that made him an enemy of the 
West.

Gaddafi saw himself as the leader of 
the global anti-imperialist movement. He 
sponsored dozens of groups from the IRA 
in Northern Ireland to communists and 
Islamist in the Philippines. Following the 
Lockerbie Affair the US bombed Libya and 
imposed sanctions throughout the 1990s. 
Gaddafi began to feel the pinch. When the 
US invaded Iraq and Saddam Hussein fell, 
Gaddafi realized that he could be next 
thus he initiated backdoor diplomacy to 
make a deal with the West. He accepted 
responsibility for the Lockerbie bombing, 
gave up his weapons of mass destruction, 
and opened up Libya and its oil reserves 
to foreign investment from the West. He 
even sponsored the presidential cam-
paign of French President Nicolas Sar-
kozy. Gaddafi thought he was now the 
darling of the West, but he was wrong. 

Then in 2011, everything changed. 
The Arab Spring had come to Libya, and 
protests erupted against Gaddafi’s dicta-
torial rule. But unlike in Egypt or Tunisia, 
the protests quickly became militarized. 
Unlike the Western media portrayed at 
the time, this was not so much a peaceful 
nationwide uprising, but a militant re-
bellion by Islamic and tribal militias con-
centrated in the eastern region of Libya, 
reflecting the historical regional divide be-
tween west and east, and this division also 

formed the basis for the civil war today. 
Within weeks, 
half the coun-
try was under 
rebel control 
and parts of 
the army had 
defected to the 
rebels, Gaddafi 
then began to 
step up the vio-
lence, and soon 
he had taken 
back most of 
Libya, and that 
surrounded the 
eastern city of 
Benghazi. 

It was at this point that the rebels re-
alized that the game was up, and the only 
way to stop Gaddafi was to call for foreign 
intervention. 

So the rebels began to claim that 
Gaddafi was about to unleash a bloodbath, 
on Benghazi, and this was widely report-
ed in the media. In fact, before the rebels 
called for foreign intervention, the word 
bloodbath, had only been used 20 times 
in newspapers. Yet in the following week, 
it was used 175 times despite the fact that 
other cities taken back by Gaddafi forces 
had not experienced any bloodbath but it 
was this sloppy reporting by the media of 
an impending bloodbath that was used as 
the justification for foreign intervention. 
Thus UN Resolution 1973 was passed, 
calling for a no fly zone, as well as any oth-
er means except occupation to be used to 
protect civilian lives.

In March 2011, the NATO bombing 
of Libya began and this NATO interven-
tion was justified by the need to protect 
civilians, yet the actions that were tak-
en was made with the intent for regime 
change. Repeatedly Gaddafi attempted to 
negotiate a ceasefire, which would have 
saved civilian lives. But repeatedly, NATO 
and the rebel militias refused. This is im-
portant, because Libya under Gaddafi was 
a one man show. This is so because Libya 
had no institutions to build a long lasting 
democracy, and the opposition had no 
coherent set of demands. By not having 
a negotiated settlement and a peaceful 
transition of power, NATO created the 
conditions for chaos to erupt in Libya, for 
the country to be awash with weapons 
and militias.

       A negotiated settlement could 
have prevented a power vacuum, and 
the massive inflow of weapons into the 
country and the forming of militias, who 
would form the basis for the civil war to 
come. But this action was never motivated 
by human rights, despite Gaddafi opening 
up to the west. The French wanted him 
gone. Sarkozy signed a $10 billion weap-
ons deal with Gaddafi, and Gaddafi did 
not deliver. On top of that leaked emails 
from WikiLeaks show that France had 
key oil interests in Libya, and Gaddafi’s 
plan for a gold backed pan African curren-
cy threatened France’s interests. Most of 
the former French colonies in Africa don’t 
control their own currency. Their central 
banks and gold reserves are located in 
France and they share a common curren-
cy, the Central African franc and the West 
African franc, which is regulated by France 
by creating a new pan-African currency, 
Gadhafi threatened French interests in 
Africa. Gaddafi had to go. But what about 
the United States of America as a nation 
did not have a major stake in Libya such 
but the Arab League and the rebels lob-
bied Hillary Clinton for US involvement. 
So it was Hillary Clinton who convinced 
Obama to intervene in Libya. After seven 
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months, it was game over for Gaddafi. 
The Libya that was left behind was 

one with no stable government and filled 
with armed militias, the perfect condi-
tions for a civil war, and this was exac-
erbated by the transitional government. 
After the fall of Gaddafi, every member of 
a militia was promised a government sal-
ary equivalent to double that of a teacher 
salary. In a country with high unemploy-
ment and no future this incentivized ev-
ery young man to desire to join a militia 
in order to gain access to these benefits. 
Thus militia membership exploded from 
just over 25,000 after the fall of Gaddafi to 
over 250,000 and that in a nation of just 6 
million people. 

Post February 17, 2011
Initially, attempts were made to set-

tle the differences as in 2012 the General 
National Congress (GNC) was elected as 
the government in Tripoli. The GNC was 
tasked with transitioning Libya to a demo-
cratic constitution. It was given a deadline 
of 18 months to fulfill that goal. However, 
the government failed to reform the con-
stitution and likewise failed to hold new 
elections before its term ended. 

To that end in 2014, Libya’s eastern 
military commander Khalifa Haftar who 
leads the secularist Libyan National Army 
demanded that the government step 
down, yet despite the threat of the (GNC) 
persisted. Khalifa Hafter was a Gaddafi 
confidant back in the 80s, but fell out with 
Gaddafi and ended up living in the United 
States as an American citizen. After the 
revolution, he came back to Libya and 
formed the Libyan National Army (LNA), 
which sounds like a professionalized mil-
itary, but it’s really just another coalition of 
militias. 

Then three months later, Haftar re-
ceived the backing of neighboring Egypt 
and launched Operation Dignity in an 
attempt to dislodge the government in 
Tripoli. As Haftar’s forces took control of 
most of eastern Libya, including the oil 
expert terminals, the output of oil sky-
rocketed to 700,000 barrels per day. This 
somewhat stabilized the financial circum-
stances of the country and marked the 
beginning of the second Libyan Civil War. 
At the backdrop of the fighting the (GNC) 
in Tripoli held elections and established a 
new government, known as the House of 
Representatives (HoR). Following these 
elections, a new coalition of Islamist mili-
tias from Misrata established Libya Dawn 
which sought to overthrow the House of 
Representatives (HoR). This suddenly 
saw Libya having two governments, the 
GNC based in Tripoli in the West, and the 
(HoR), based in Tobruk in the East.

The merchant city of 
Misrata has a long history of 
revolutionary rebellions dat-
ing back to the Ottoman rule. 
In fact, during the hostilities 
against Gaddafi, Misurata was 
at one point home to more 
than 40,000 fighters. The Mis-
rata coalition took over Tripoli 
and then restored the (GNC) to 
power. This forced the House of 
Representatives (HoR) to flee 
to Tobruk and ally with Haftar, 
who in turn became its de facto 
leader. In the following year, the 
(GNC), backed by the Islamist 
Misrata militias fought against 
the House of Representatives 
(HoR), supported by the Libyan 
National Army (LNA) led by Haftar. Fight-
ing went back and forth as neither side had 
the strength to overpower the other. In the 
meantime, the civil war created the vac-
uum of power which was exploited by Al 
Qaeda affiliated groups as they embedded 
themselves within the Misrata militias. 
The state of protracted chaos also allowed 
ISIS to establish a base around Sirte. From 
there the group launched attacks against 
the governments in Tripoli and Tobruk. 
The presence of ISIS forced the hand of the 
Misrata coalition and Haftar as well as the 
international community.

The United Nations conducted nego-
tiations between the belligerents to form 
a successor government that could rule 
the country as a whole. Thus, in Decem-
ber 2015, representatives of the Tobruk 
based House of Representatives (HoR), 
and the Tripoli based General National 
Congress (GNC) signed a deal to form a 
unified government. The pact codified in 
the Libyan political agreement established 
the Government of National Accord (GNA), 
which in turn was led by Prime Minister 
Fayez al-Sarraj in Tripoli. The agreement, 
however, created a rift between the mod-
erate and hardline Islamist forces within 
the Misrata coalition. More specifically, the 
Salafi fighters parted ways because they 
felt that the UN backed GNA considered 
much power to Haftar. At the same time, 
Haftar rejected the proposal because the 
GNA appointed his rival as the Defence 
Minister, plus Haftar refused to subjugate 
military authority to the civilian govern-
ment.

The situation on the ground was fur-
ther complicated by foreign interests. As 
the two sides emerged, foreign powers be-
gan backing the different sides. Haftar and 
his Libyan National Army are supported 
by Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, France 
and Russia. Haftar presented himself as 
the secular alternative to the Islamist/ 

Muslim Brotherhood of the GNA and the 
strong man who could stabilize Libya and 
fight terrorism. For this reason, Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE support Haftar 
because they don’t want their own coun-
tries to be destabilized by Muslim Broth-
erhood elements. On top of that, the Gulf 
States realized that as long as they can 
keep this war in continuum, Libyan oil 
stays off the market. Less oil means high-
er oil prices, since the fall of Gaddafi, Libya 
has produced far less oil, because most of 
Libya’s oil is situated in the eastern region 
of Libya and controlled by Haftar. Equally, 
Libya will be requiring at least $20 billion 
to rise its oil production level to 2M barrel 
a day.

Meanwhile, Moscow seeks to ensure 
a seat at the negotiations so that it can 
shape the talks and use it as leverage and 
opportunity to undermine NATO and its 
support of Khalifa Haftar as crucial to its 
greater North African and Mediterranean 
strategy. French oil company TOTAL has 
made a $450 million deal to gain access 
to Libya’s oil, explaining France’s involve-
ment starting from the time with militant 
philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy who per-
suaded Sarkozy French President to back 
the Libyan revolt. 

On the other side, the GNA is sup-
ported by Libya’s former colonial master 
Italy, as well as Turkey and Qatar. Italy is 
dependent on Libyan gas and wants to 
prevent the massive inflow of migrants 
from Libya, and thus believes that the 
GNA is best poised to advance its interests. 
Turkey is interested because they signed 
a deal with the GNA to share an exclusive 
economic zone in the maritime waters 
between Turkey and Libya. This means 
that Turkey and Libya will have exclusive 
access to the oil, gas and other resources 
located in these waters. Qatar is a geopo-
litical rival of Saudi Arabia, and so natu-
rally it supports the side which is against 
the Saudi backed Haftar. As for the United 
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States, officially, it supports the UN backed 
government of the GNA, but then ex-Pres-
ident Trump had shown that he is sympa-
thetic to the strong man he sees in General 
Haftar.  Perhaps most importantly, Russia’s 
growing involvement in Libya’s civil war 
— alongside Turkey’s continued support 
for the GNA — will leave Moscow and An-
kara at the helm of any potential negotia-
tions between Eastern and Western Libya. 

On the other hand, Turkey and Qatar 
have expressed support for the General 
National Congress (GNC), officials in An-
kara are exploring ways to exploit Islamist 
political parties to enlarge their own influ-
ence in the region and counter geopolitical 
rivals such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia. In 
the meantime, officials in Doha seek to ex-
pand their geopolitical influence by acting 
as a diplomatic channel for groups such as 
the Taliban, Hamas and the Muslim Broth-
erhood. As for the West, the US and most 
of the EU member states support the Gov-
ernment of National Accord (GNA) and the 
moderate Misrata coalition.  

Yet some nations such as the United 
States, the United Kingdom and France, 
also covertly support the House of Rep-
resentatives (HoR). The primary concern 
of the West is to restrain jihadist elements 
and to resolve issues related to migration 
and security. All in all, the Libyan civil war 
is complicated to say the least and the 
many years of fighting have left the coun-
try with a web of alliances and belliger-
ents. No outside power has the means to 
force a resolution yet given Libya’s prox-
imity to Europe and its hydrocarbon re-
serves foreign powers will keep trying to 
shift the circumstances in their favor. 

A decade after the armed uprising 
that precipitated the civil war, Libya is 
still embroiled in low-level conflict, po-
litical instability, and economic turmoil. 
With the battle lines drawn, Haftar has 
gained the upper hand and quick-
ly gained control of two thirds of 
the country, launching an attack 
on Libya’s capital Tripoli. That as-
sault has now been pushed back, 
bringing the Libyan civil war to a 
stalemate. As Libya increasingly 
becomes a battlefield on which 
the region’s geopolitical rivalries 
are being fought no viable con-
flict resolution will be possible 
until the domestic factions cease 
pursuing outright military victory 
and the interest of decisive re-
gional and international actors in 
this (proxy) war exhausted. 

Following multiple efforts 
for a peace deal have been at-
tempted, but then the pertinent 
question remains as to why is it 

so hard for the waring Libyan parties to 
come to an agreement? Here’s the thing 
that stokes the civil war in Libya: the as-
sets of the Central Bank of Libya (CBL), the 
National Oil Corporation (NOC) and the 
Libyan Investment Authority (LIA) have 
been frozen due to sanctions by the UN 
since Gaddafi 
lost power. Lib-
ya through the 
Libyan Invest-
ment Author-
ity (LIA) has a 
massive sov-
ereign wealth 
fund worth $67 
billion which is 
the largest sov-
ereign wealth 
fund in Africa 
meaning unlike 
many other 
conflict zones, 
Libya has the fi-
nancial means 
to rebuild itself. 
Whichever side manages to successfully 
integrate the existing institutions will gain 
access to 87% of the Libyan Investment 
Authority’s $67 billion. The victor in the 
conflict will get to shape the nation and in-
herit the country’s $67 billion in sovereign 
wealth. Such an event would dramatically 
shift the balance of power. Whoever wins 
the war will gain access to this massive 
fund.

It is often easier to overthrow a gov-
ernment than it is to govern a country. 
History is full of examples of revolutionary 
coalitions that overthrew an oppressive 
regime, but ended up fighting each other 
once the shared objective was achieved. 
In some cases, the post revolution fighting 
resulted in a civil war that was more vio-
lent than the overthrown regime. Observ-

ers back in 2011 had then warned that the 
absence of Qaddafi would enable chaos 
and lead to the militarization of the region.  
Looking back we can see how the pres-

ence of jihadist groups and tons of weap-
ons revived Libya’s rivalries. Immediately 
following the downfall of Qaddafi deadly 
skirmishes erupted all over the country 
and Libya entered a period of protracted 
chaos.

The destabilization of Libya that un-
folded on February 17, 2011, and the con-
sequences of its present day destruction 
have been far worse than anyone antici-
pated. The Libyan civil war endures be-
cause the prize for winning is so great. The 
Libyan civil war endures because foreign 
powers have much to gain. The Libyan civ-
il war endures because external sponsors 
are pursuing diverging interests. The Liby-
an civil war endures because both sides of 
Libya are made up of fractious coalitions 
of militias that could turn on each other 

the moment they no longer have a 
common enemy.

As the Libyan labyrinth tries to 
initiate a political transition and Lib-
ya enters into a pivotal moment the 
chickens have come home to roost. 
While the sand dunes blow across the 
Libyan deserts from where the great-
est Libyan writer of the 20th centu-
ry, Ahmed Ibrahim al-Faqih, penned 
“There Is No Water in the Sea” and 
his historical epic “Maps of the Soul” 
and from where Muhammad ibn Ali 
al-Sanusi and Omar al-Mukhtar once 
traversed, Libya today is almost dead 
and the vultures are feasting on the 
closing sentence of Ahmed al-Faq-
ih’s autobiographical trilogy: “A time 
has passed and another time has not 
come and will not come.” 

The author with Dr. Aref Ali Nayed, who before the libera-
tion of Tripoli in 2011, was appointed by the Libya National 
Transitional Council (NTC) as the coordinator of the Tripoli 

Taskforce and is the former Libyan Ambassador to the UAE.
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he ongoing tug of war between 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) 
of India, General Bipin Rawat 
and Air Chief Marshal (ACM), 

Rakesh Singh Bhadauria further ex-
poses the Indian defence mechanism. 
It all started with General Rawat using 
the term ‘Supporting Arm’ for Indian 
Airforce while discussing about the 
proposed theatre commands of India. 
In other words, General Rawat stated 
that IAF chief Bhadauria is as import-
ant to him as Lt General Ajay Kumar 
Suri, the Director General of the Army 
Aviation Corps.

Earlier, ThePrint, an Indian tab-
loid had reported that “the rollout of 
the military theatre commands could 
be delayed as all stakeholders, includ-
ing the three Services, are not on the 
same page when it comes to its basic 
structure, which seeks to usher in a 
joint war fighting strategy similar to 
that of the US and China.”

ACM Bhadauria states that the 
IAF is supportive of the integrated 
theatre command, but maintains that 
it is important to “get it right” because 
it will have an impact on war fighting 
in the future.

Meanwhile, the defence estab-
lishment of India seems confused 
about having the theatre commands. 
The core problem it faces is to decide 
whether to have theatre commands 
based upon challenges or be more 

precise about the country. It should be 
noticed that India is well aware of the 
fact that it is faced with a two-front 
threat, especially in the post-Galwan 
scenario. So far, a series of the Cabinet 
Committee on Security (CCS) for dis-
cussion, planning and approving the 
creation of the theatre commands has 
been totally unproductive.

After all the fuss between CDS 
and ACM, it is believed that on July 9 
at 1700 hours, an informal meeting 
between the both took place at CDS 
office over a tea. Both agreed to not 
give further statements on the issues 
related to the theatre commands. The 
meeting was arranged by the former 
ACM Birender Singh Dhanoa, who 
happens to be a confidant of CDS and 
a respected former boss of current 
ACM.

Important to note is the fact 
that the IAF has time and again com-
plained about its inabilities to counter 
two-front, especially in post-February 
2019 scenario. IAF Chief Bhadau-
ria, since taking office has been on a 
quest to meet the challenges by pro-
curement of the advanced arsenal. 
The French Rafales have been talk of 
the political tables since Indian MIGs 
& SUs failed in front of the Pakistani 
F16s & JF17s. The world saw in Feb-
ruary 2019, how efficiently the Paki-
stani eagles thundered down the Indi-
an pigeons.

Bollywood 
Theatre Commands
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Eyeing upon the Indian air-im-
potency, IAF hurriedly procured the 
Rafales but is still edgy about its air 
capabilities comparing to those of Pa-
kistan and China. The reason 
behind confused Indian defence 
is that they badly failed against 
Pakistan in February 2019 and 
to add salt to the wounds, Chi-
na battered the shattered 16 
Corps in Galwan in 2020.

Importantly, US has high 
hopes that Indian armed forces 
can engage China in the South 
China Sea. Experts believe that 
this is the very reason that 
US has sold its Chinook and 
Apache helicopters in recent 
past. Moreover, the defence 
secretary Lloyd Austin awarded 
Sea Guardian Predators to In-
dia in his recent tour de India. 
The sole purpose of equipping 
Indian armed forces with exclu-
sive arsenal is to make sure that 
India behaves like a frontline of 
US against China and China’s 
economic endeavours in the 
region. Ironically enough, the 
disagreement over distribution 
of the drones is another challenge for 
Indian department of defence. Once 
again, the ground troops get the big-
gest share of it whereas the naval and 
air forces seem disgruntled about it.

Importantly, India claimed in 
June that its Jammu Air Force station 
is under attack. As usual, India blamed 
it on Pakistan. A flood of media reports 
and talkshows started appearing on 
almost all the channels of India. The 

channels reported that Mujahideen 
of Lashker-e-Tayyeba (LeT) attacked 
with planning and logistics exported 
from Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), 

the premier spy-agency of Pakistan.
I happen to appear in Ghamaas-

an, one of the most viewed shows of 
India hosted by Major Gaurav Arya 
(R). The program was scheduled for 
midday Sunday to discuss the morn-
ing alleged drone attack on Jammu 
airbase. I expressed my views and 
termed the alleged attack as yet an-
other ‘Inside Job’ in the beginning of 
the show. Furthermore, I gave two ex-

pected reasons for which the attack 
has been staged, firstly, India has re-

cently received the 20 Sea Guardian 
drones from the US and it is building 
up a reason to deploy them along the 
LOC and LAC with Pakistan and China 
respectively. Secondly, India wants to 
procure the latest anti drone radars 
from US, that would require a deal of 
billions of dollars of the exchequer, if 
India straightaway procure it whilst 
COVID failures are no secret, it would 
not digest well with the voter. Fur-
thermore I highlighted that the top 
brass nexus seek kickbacks from this 
billion dollar deal. 

Ironically, Ghamaasan, which 
is considered as one of the premier 
shows of the channel, is nowhere 
found on websites. Importantly, on 
June 30, the agenda of the high level 
meeting to discuss the Jammu Attack 
consisted upon the two points. The 
very two points that has already been 
discussed by Raja Faisal on very first 
day, “deployment of Sea Guardians & 
procurement of anti drone technology 
from US or Israel”. 

India has a tradition of false flag 
attacks to malign Pakistan and to de-
sign defence policies. It is time that 
world must understand the Chanakya 
philosophy and save the world.

Another important fact is that 
the idea of the theatre commands is 
a borrowed one too. India is trying 
to copy US theatre commands but 
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still failing to figure out the dictation 
centre of it. Unlike US where the com-
mander in chief of the theatre com-
mands is a democratically elected 
President, India expects an ‘almost re-
tired’ General Rawat to hold the order 
stick. The commanders of the three 
armed forces would definitely feel odd 
about being receptive to the orders of 
a technically retired military officer 
who prolonged his uniformed career 
only due to his discreet affiliation with 
Rashtrya Swaymsevak Sang (RSS), the 
fanatic neofascist Hindutva outfit. It is 
a known fact that the ruling Bhartya 
Janta Party (BJP) is a political offshoot 
of RSS. Important to note is that the 
commanders in chief of the all three 
forces hold no grump against CDS if he 
only pokes his nose to facilitate the re-
construction of the commands. Surely, 
the CDS is the only bone in Indian Ke-
bab.

The CDS is anxious to kickstart 
two theatres first, the Maritime The-
atre Command and the Air Defence 
Command. Although the initial plan 
for the initiation of the theatre con-
cept was as early as 2022, but now 
CDS office wants to get rolling before 
the proposed date. The biggest chal-
lenge is to achieve required coor-
dination and harmony amongst the 
tri-services. While the nearly 17-lakh 
strong Indian armed forces have 19 
individual commands as of date, only 
two of them are tri-service commands, 
the Andaman and Nicobar Command 
(ANC) and the Strategic Forces Com-
mand, which looks after nuclear as-
sets. The program is to distribute 
these different service commands 
to five theatres and functional com-
mands like logistics and training. In 

the meetings to discuss the formula-
tion of the theatre commands, it was 
felt that all stakeholders were not on 
board with the way the theatre com-
mands are to be structured. Further-
more, the core discussion was who the 
theatre commanders would report to.

It is believed that at least five 
theatre commands will be formed, 
Northern Land Theatre for Jammu and 
Kashmir, Ladakh and Central sector, 
Western Land Theatre will be Paki-
stan centric, Eastern Land Theatre for 
internal and external threats on east,  
Maritime Theatre Command and Air 
Defence Command. 

Importantly, India has extreme 
reservations on sudden US withdraw-
al from Afghanistan as India wanted to 
continue the buildup on western bor-
der of Pakistan. In his exclusive inter-
view recorded in January 2020 to the 
Indian tabloid, the Print, Zamir Kabu-
lov plainly stated that India has no in-
fluence at all in the Afghan Peace talks. 
Kabulov is a highest ranking Russian 
diplomat and special presidential en-
voy to Afghanistan. His response to 
the Indian anchor’s question about In-
dian role in Afghan Peace process was 
straightforward and blunt, “India has 
no influence”. 

India always wanted a role in 
Afghanistan. Be it during Cold War, 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, civil 
war in post Soviet withdrawal era, US 
invasion and war on terror, and most 
recently, US withdrawal and Afghan 
Peace Deal. India desperately wanted 
importance in Kabul not for Afghans 
but to engage Pakistan. India believes 
that if it can permanently and clandes-
tinely engage Pakistan on the western 
front, it would be beneficial for India 

on Pakistan’s eastern front with India, 
especially on Line of Control (LOC). 
Furthermore, two open fronts for 
Pakistan would mean that Pakistan 
would constantly consider it as a hin-
dering factor to toe the Kashmir con-
flict. Resultantly, Pakistan’s grip on in-
ternal security as well as on Kashmir 
would loosen and India can dictate 
itself in Kashmir. Importantly, the two 
front would require hefty increase in 
the defence budgets of Pakistan that 
would mean unreasonable burdens on 
Pakistan’s treasury. 

Important to note is the fact that 
India, in recent past, has been dis-
playing eagerness to be undisputed 
regional power. India’s hegemonic 
behaviour towards it’s smaller neigh-
bours like Myanmar, Bangladesh, Ne-
pal and Bhutan is an evidence that 
it seeks a regional hegemony. India 
wanted to portray itself as a key re-
gional player so to attract attention. 
Frankly, India already has won that at-
traction of the US in South China Sea. 
It is evident that in trade war between 
US and China, East China Sea as well 
as the South China Sea would play piv-
otal role. US believes that it has what 
it takes to contain China in the East 
China Sea, owing to US presence in 
South Korea and Japan, but in South 
China Sea, it needed an alliance and 
India seemed well placed to cash on 
it. Importantly, the ongoing territorial 
conflict between China and India has 
turned India into a frontline of the US 
against China. 

Since very recently, Indian Dis-
info-Banks have been working over-
time to write and issue the cheques 
on Indian talks with Afghan Taliban. 
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The cheques as always get bounced 
as India is bankrupt when it comes to 
the credibility accounts. The EU-Dis-
InfoLab scandal is still fresh in the 
memories of the keen readers. In-
dia, that claimed to have opened the 
channels of communication with fac-
tions of Taliban and initiating a dia-
logue, is yet again trying to paint it-

self in Afghan canvas. Afghan Taliban 
on the other hand has continuously 
distanced themselves from India for 
many reasons. Taliban have always 
considered India as an ally of the en-
emy, be it Indian alliance with the US 
or with anti-Taliban Afghan players. 
Interestingly, post Soviet withdrawal, 
India constantly supported northern 
alliance lead by Ahmad Shah Mas-
soud against Taliban. Post 9/11, India 
played key role in Afghan invasion, es-
pecially by enhancing its support for 
the anti-Taliban elements. India’s re-
lations with current Kabul regime are 

no secret. Former NDS chief, Amrullah 
Saleh and President Ashraf Ghani have 
time and again hailed the role of India 
in Afghanistan. 

In the current scenario, India is 
running to make sure that the Indian 
unholy investment in Afghanistan is 
secure. Last month, the minister for 
external affairs flew to Iran to meet 

the president elect Raeesi. Meanwhile 
the Naval chief is in Russia apparently 
for annual exercises but it is believed 
that he is on a quest to try to convince 
Russia to help the current Kabul re-
gime against Taliban. Importantly, In-
dian defence minister is in Tajikistan 
for the summit but has successfully 
secured high level meetings with the 
Tajik power hubs. It must be kept in 
mind that India has invested on Fark-
hor airbase which is located on walk-
ing distance from Afghanistan-Tajiki-
stan border. It is highly expected that 
India wants to use the facility for its 
newly inducted Predators against not 
only Taliban but Pakistan.

In the midst of the failures on 
all fronts within, India is desperate-
ly trying to stay relevant in Afghan-
istan. It is time that India accepts its 
surrendering defeat in its clandestine 
war against Pakistan from its unholy 
presence in Afghanistan. Taliban, if 
were not a reality, the US would have 
been still in Afghanistan. It is time for 
India to accept defeat in Afghanistan. 
It is time for Indian defence establish-
ment to realise that the theatrisation 
of the commands is not an answer to 
its impotency in the field of defence. It 
is time that India gives peace a chance 
as egoistic approach can take India to 
an undesired destination, especially in 
case of two front war. Surely, the real 
world does not function like a Bolly-
wood movie.

TO BUST THE INDIAN 
BALLOON OF 

EXAGGERATIONS, IT IS 
ENOUGH TO SAY THAT 
TALIBAN HAS ALWAYS 

BEEN AWARE OF INDIA’S 
ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN. 

INDIA’S PRESENCE IN 
TAJIKISTAN HAS ALWAYS 

ATTRACTED RAISED-
EYEBROWS FROM 

THE TALIBAN. TO ADD, 
TALIBAN ARE AWARE OF 

THE HEGEMONIC DESIGN 
INDIA SEEKS IN THE 

REGION AND HOW IT IS IN 
ALLIANCE WITH THE US 
IN THE REGION AGAINST 

CHINA. 
INTERESTINGLY, TALIBAN 
HAS CATEGORICALLY AND 
REPEATEDLY MENTIONED 

THAT THE LAND OF 
AFGHANISTAN UNDER THE 

RULE OF TALIBAN WILL 
NEVER BE USED AGAINST 

ANY NEIGHBOURING 
STATE. 

THIS STATEMENT HAS 
TWO INDICATIONS, 
FIRSTLY, TALIBAN 

CLEARLY ENDORSED 
THE STATEMENTS OF 

ISLAMABAD THAT INDIA IS 
USING AFGHANISTAN TO 
INFILTRATE TERRORISM 

IN PAKISTAN, AND 
SECONDLY, TALIBAN 

OPENLY WARNED INDIA 
THAT AFGHANISTAN 

UNDER TALIBAN WILL PUT 
AN END TO THE ONGOING 
TERROR PROMOTIONS IN 
AFGHANISTAN AGAINST 

PAKISTAN.



18 | Melange  August  2021

ino-Pak bonhomie takes another 
stride as State Councilor and For-
eign Minister Wang Yi of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and For-

eign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
held the third session of the Foreign Minis-
ters’ Strategic Dialogue in Chengdu, capital 
city of Sichuan Province, China.

During the bilateral summit, both 
sides discussed further deepening of bi-
lateral relations, focus on cooperation in 
the high quality development under China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), de-
fence and security cooperation, Covid-19 
vaccines, counter-terrorism and regional 
and international issues of mutual inter-
est, peace and reconciliation in Afghani-
stan and international and regional issues 
of mutual interest, and reached consensus 
to collectively take measures to safeguard 
their common interests and promote 
peace, prosperity, and development in the 
region. The summit played an important 
role in further strengthening Pakistan-Chi-
na “All-Weather Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership” and will expand strategic 
communication and coordination with 
China on a range of issues. The time-test-
ed Pakistan-China relationship is based on 
unparalleled mutual trust, understanding 
and commonality of interests. Both sides 
are fully committed to building closer Chi-
na-Pakistan Community of Shared Future.

It is pertinent to mention that Pa-
kistan-China friendship has reached the 
momentous milestone of the 70th anni-

versary of establishment of diplomatic 
relations, being enthusiastically marked 
in the two countries with holding of more 
than hundred celebratory events through-
out this year, demonstrating warmth and 
deep sentiments of their unshakable fra-
ternal bonds. In further strengthening 
their All-Weather Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership and together charting course 
for the Pakistan-China community of 
shared Future in the new era, both sides 
are committed to firmly implementing the 
consensus reached between their leaders, 
enhance mutual strategic trust, strengthen 
all-round cooperation, maintain momen-
tum of high-level exchanges, further ad-
vance Belt and Road partnership, promote 
bilateral relationship to a higher level, and 
delivering greater benefits to both coun-
tries and the two peoples.

Extending felicitations to the Chinese 
side on the 100th anniversary of the found-
ing of the Communist Party of China, the 
Pakistani side recognized CPC’s immense 
contributions for the Chinese people, for 
China’s stellar rise at the world stage, and 
its unrivalled achievement of lifting 800 
million people out of poverty. The Pakistan 
side wished the Chinese government and 
people greater success in achieving the 
goal of socialist modernization in the year 
2035 and building a modern, prosperous, 
beautiful, democratic, culturally advanced 
and harmonious socialist country in the 
year 2049, under the inspiring and vision-
ary leadership of the CPC, with Comrade Xi 
Jinping at its core.

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi

Author is the Digital 
Editor of The Asian 

Telegraph and Mélange 
International Magazine, 
and Research Associate 

at the Center of 
Pakistan and 

International Relations 
(COPAIR)

China-Pakistan 
Strategic Axis: 
Ensuring Regional Perpetual Peace 

THE TIME-
TESTED 

PAKISTAN- CHINA 
RELATIONSHIP 

IS BASED ON 
UNPARALLELED 
MUTUAL TRUST, 

UNDERSTANDING 
AND 

COMMONALITY 
OF INTERESTS. 

BOTH SIDES 
ARE FULLY 

COMMITTED 
TO BUILDING 

CLOSER CHINA- 
PAKISTAN 

COMMUNITY OF 
SHARED FUTURE
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Over the pandemic crisis, Pakistan 
and China agree to further enhance 
their vaccine cooperation.  Both sides 
reviewed with satisfaction their close 
cooperation in successfully controlling 
the spread of COVID-19, cooperation 
in protective and medical equipment, 
vaccine development and ensuring 
early post-pandemic economic recov-
ery. The Pakistan side thanked China 
for its steadfast support to the vaccina-
tion drive in the country, and setting up 
of vaccine finish facility at the National 
Institute of Health 
in Islamabad. Like-
wise, Chinese side 
expressed its resolve 
to continue assisting 
Pakistan in strength-
ening its national 
health systems and 
dealing with adverse 
socio-economic im-
pacts of the pan-
demic. On the matter 
of myths vis-à-vis 
Covid-19 origination 
Pak-China believe 
that the study of 
origins of the SARS-
CoV-2 is a matter of 
science, and should 
not be politicized. 
The joint report of 
the WHO-convened 
global study of origins of the SARS-
CoV-2, published this March, has drawn 
an authoritative and scientific conclu-
sion of related issues. This joint report 
should be recognized, respected and 
preserved, and should be treated as 
the basis of the WHO next stage of the 
origin tracing study as well. We hope 
that the WHO can, together with inter-
national community, defend the scien-
tific and serious study of origins of the 
SARS-CoV-2 and oppose the actions to 
politicize the issue, and safeguard the 
favorable atmosphere for global coop-
eration against the Covid-19 pandemic.  

While in a separate statement by 
Pakistan’s Foreign Ministry, Qureshi 
said the government has devised an 
elaborate vaccination plan to combat 
the pandemic across the country. “To 
reinforce Pakistan’s capacity to effec-
tively and expeditiously fight the pan-
demic, Foreign Minister Qureshi dis-
cussed with his Chinese counterpart 
the supply of COVID-19 vaccine from 
China to Pakistan during March-April 
2021,” the ministry said .Wang Yi reas-
sured Qureshi that China will continue 
to firmly support Pakistan in its fight 
against the pandemic and accord the 

highest priority to the requirements 
of its time-tested friend. Pakistan also 
thanked China for gifting 1.5 million 
doses of vaccine, saying it had played 
a critical role in saving valuable human 
lives.  Notably, Pakistan had already 
received one million doses of the Chi-
nese Sinopharm vaccine as a gift from 
Beijing.Qureshi also expressed grati-
tude to Chinese Premier Li Keqiang for 
his thoughtful message wishing Prime 
Minister Imran Khan a speedy recovery 
from COVID-19. Wang Yi also wished 

Khan a speedy recovery.  As matter of 
fact, vaccine diplomacy has helped in-
crease China’s influence and enabled 
it to capitalise on new opportunities. 
China has rolled vaccines out to par-
ticipants of its Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) and enhanced preferential access 
to jabs alongside investments in infra-
structure and connectivity projects. Ac-
cording to an April Think Global Health 
report, of the 56 countries to which 
China pledged doses, all but one was 
participants in its BRI.

During the summit Pakistani side 
offered condolences on the loss of pre-
cious lives caused by torrential rains 
and flooding in Henan province, it also 
expressed hope that with strenuous 
efforts of the Chinese government, 
normalcy would be restored soon and 
affected people would return to their 
homes.

Over the tragedy of Dassu, both 
sides vehemently condemned the ter-
rorist attack that caused loss of pre-
cious lives and injuries to the Pakistani 
and Chinese workers. The Pakistan side 
conveyed its profound condolences and 
sympathies to the bereaved families, 
emphasized that the sacrifices of Chi-

nese nationals would not be in vain, and 
that China-Pakistan partnership would 
emerge stronger through this test. 
The Pakistan side promised to ensure 
medical treatment, care and comfort of 
the injured. Both sides expressed their 
firm resolve to expose the culprits and 
their reprehensible designs through 
the ongoing joint investigation, give 
exemplary punishment to the perpe-
trators, ensure comprehensive safety 

and security of the 
Chinese projects, 
nationals and insti-
tutions, and prevent 
recurrence of such 
incidents. It is perti-
nent to mention that 
China appreciates 
Pakistan for rescu-
ing the injured in the 
first place, strength-
ening security pro-
tection for the proj-
ect personnel in 
Pakistan, supporting 
the work of China’s 
interdepartmental 
joint working group 
in Pakistan, and 
assisting China to 
properly deal with 
the aftermath. China 

hopes Pakistan to resort all strengths 
and means to find out the truth as 
soon as possible. China is willing to 
provide all necessary assistance and 
cooperation. The perpetrators must be 
thoroughly investigated and punished 
without leniency no matter for what 
intentions, at any place, and protected 
by what forces. We should further im-
prove security protection for Chinese 
nationals, institutions and projects 
in Pakistan, and build a strengthened 
and upgraded security cooperation 
mechanism. In account to discuss the 
modalities of Dassu project, The Wap-
da chairman also had a meeting with 
the vice president and chief executive 
officer of China Gezhouba Group Cor-
poration (CGGC) and discussed with 
them matters pertaining to ensuring a 
safe and more secure environment in 
the project area. It is pertinent to men-
tion that in the wake of the Dasu inci-
dent, the civil administration, Wapda 
and CGGC had decided with mutual 
consultation to suspend construction 
work on the project for a few days so 
that the matter could be reorganised 
and construction resumed in a more 
secure atmosphere.
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Pakistan and 
China developed 
consensus on con-
tinuing their un-
yielding support on 
issues concerning 
each other’s core 
national interests. 
The Chinese side 
reiterated its firm 
support to Pakistan 
in safeguarding its 
territorial integrity, 
sovereignty and in-
dependence, inde-
pendently choosing 
a development path 
based on its national 
conditions, striving 
for a better external 
security environment and playing a 
more constructive role on internation-
al and regional affairs. The Pakistan 
side reiterated its commitment to the 
“One China Policy” and firm support to 
China on core issues of its national in-
terest, such as Taiwan, Xinjiang, Tibet, 
Hong Kong and South China Sea.

As CPEC remains the core of fos-
tering strong ties of both states in 
foreseeable future. Both sides under-
scored that China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) has entered the new 
phase of high-quality development, 
greatly contributing to the socio-eco-
nomic development in Pakistan. The 
two sides will continue to firmly ad-
vance the construction of CPEC, ensure 
timely completion of under-construc-
tion projects, focus on economic and 
social development, job creation and 
improvement of people’s livelihood, 
and further strengthen cooperation 
in Industrial Park, infrastructure de-
velopment, science and technology, 
medical and health, agriculture, human 
resources training, with the aim to con-
tinuously unleash the great potential 
of CPEC to make it a hub of regional 
connectivity. Both sides agreed on the 
need to build Health, Industry, Trade, 
Digital and Green Corridors. Both sides 
reviewed with satisfaction the remark-
able achievements of CPEC. The two 
sides look forward to convening the 
10th JCC meeting to jointly promote 
the high-quality development of the 
CPEC and move forward the high-qual-
ity construction of BRI. Adding fur-
ther, growing strategic cooperation 
between Pakistan and China backed 
Pakistan’s efforts in the UN Security 
Council regarding various issues. He 
also highlighted the common challenge 
of hybrid warfare that both Pakistan 

and China face 
from their ad-
versaries, which 
can be overcome 
by dispelling the 
myths surround-
ing CPEC.  There 
is no doubt that 
China emerged 
as a crucial piv-
ot in Pakistan’s 
general foreign 
policy and em-
phasising the 
tremendous po-
tential of the 
CPEC in propel-
ling infrastruc-
tural and human 
development in 

Pakistan. Regardless of the challenges, 
they are surmountable given Pakistan’s 
strategic space in the region by virtue 
of CPEC, and the growing relationship 
with its neighbouring countries. 

In the domain of multilateral 
regional cooperation, both sides ap-
praised their cooperation on region-
al and international issues at mul-
tilateral forums such as the United 
Nations, Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization and ASEAN Regional Forum, 
and agreed to deepen coordination 
and cooperation to safeguard mutual 
interests and uphold principles of fair-
ness and justice. Both sides reaffirmed 
their commitment to the purposes and 

“PAKISTAN AND CHINA 
UNDERSCORED A PEACEFUL, 

STABLE, COOPERATIVE 
AND PROSPEROUS SOUTH 

ASIA THAT IS THE COMMON 
INTEREST OF ALL COUNTRIES. 
BOTH SIDES AGREED ON THE 
NEED TO SETTLE DISPUTES 
AND ISSUES IN THE REGION 

THROUGH DIALOGUE ON 
THE BASIS OF EQUALITY 

AND MUTUAL RESPECT. THE 
PAKISTAN SIDE BRIEFED 

THE CHINESE SIDE ON THE 
DETERIORATING SITUATION 

IN JAMMU & KASHMIR, 
INCLUDING ITS CONCERNS, 

POSITION AND CURRENT 
URGENT ISSUES. THE CHINESE 

SIDE REITERATED THAT 
THE KASHMIR ISSUE IS A 

DISPUTE LEFT OVER FROM 
HISTORY BETWEEN INDIA 

AND PAKISTAN, WHICH 
IS AN OBJECTIVE FACT, 

AND THAT THE DISPUTE 
SHOULD BE RESOLVED 

PEACEFULLY AND PROPERLY 
THROUGH THE UN CHARTER, 

RELEVANT SECURITY 
COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS AND 

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS. 
CHINA OPPOSES ANY 

UNILATERAL ACTIONS THAT 
COMPLICATE THE SITUATION.”
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principles of the UN Charter, and 
support for multilateralism, free 
trade and win-win cooperation.

On the matter of Afghani-
stan conflict, Pakistan and Chi-
na agreed that Afghanistan is 
vital for socio-economic devel-
opment, connectivity and pros-
perity in the region, both sides 
called on all Afghan stakehold-
ers for comprehensive ceasefire, 
and work together in earnest to 
achieve broad-based and com-
prehensive, inclusive, negoti-
ated political settlement. Both 
sides reaffirmed their commit-
ment to facilitate and support 
“Afghan-led and Afghan-owned” 
peace and reconciliation pro-
cess for the early realization of 
a peaceful, stable, united and prosper-
ous Afghanistan, which would firmly 
combat terrorism and live in harmony 
with its neighbours. Both sides reaf-
firmed their support for the peaceful 
reconstruction of Afghanistan, their 
readiness to expand economic and 
trade ties, and support Afghanistan in 
enhancing its capacity for independent 
development. 

Wang Yi said that the Afghan 
situation has come to a crucial junc-
ture. Without eliminating terrorism 
or bringing peace to Afghanistan, the 
US suddenly withdrew its troops from 
Afghanistan, which has resulted in a 
new security black hole. Obviously, this 
act is irresponsible. However, crises 

and challenges coexist with opportu-
nities. After the withdrawal of foreign 
military forces from Afghanistan, the 
Afghan people will have the chance to 
hold the destiny of their own country 
and nation in their own hands.

 There is no doubt that, China and 
Pakistan are directly impacted by the 
Afghan situation. It is necessary for the 
two countries to strengthen coopera-
tion and respond to changes. After in-
depth communication, both sides de-
cided to launch joint actions from the 
following five aspects.

First, Pakistan and China to make 
efforts to pursue peace, give top prior-
ity to avoiding the spread of war, and 
prevent Afghanistan from spiraling 
into a full-scale civil war.

Second, both sides will promote 
peace through talks, advance effective 
intra-Afghan talks, and take substan-
tive steps towards political reconcili-
ation and building a broad-based and 
inclusive political framework.

Third, Pak-China to collectively 
make efforts in order to combat ter-
rorism and push all major forces in Af-
ghanistan to draw a clear line against 
terrorism, firmly combat the East 
Turkestan Islamic Movement and oth-
er terrorist forces, and resolutely stop 
Afghanistan from becoming a hotbed of 
terrorism.

Fourth, we will promote coordi-
nation and cooperation among Afghan-
istan’s neighboring countries, explore 
the building of Afghanistan-related co-
operation platforms, and help Afghan-
istan achieve peaceful reconstruction 
and live in amity with all its neighbors.

Fifth, Beijing and Islamabad will 
pool the strengths of the internation-
al community, urges the United States 
to earnestly fulfill its responsibilities 
for the peace and reconstruction of Af-
ghanistan, promote the coordination 
of all Afghanistan-related regional and 
multilateral mechanisms, and work to-
gether for lasting peace and stability of 
Afghanistan.

 To conclude, both China and Pa-
kistan reaffirmed their firm resolve to 
further strengthen their time-tested 
and All-Weather Strategic Cooperative 
Partnership with fresh dynamism and 
vitality.  The strategic dialogue be-
tween the two states not only assist-
ed to discuss the outstanding bilateral 
issues but it also helped to avert the 
regional crisis mitigation. Such efforts 
will ensure the perpetual peace in the 
region and it will also create opportu-
nities for regional economic growth 
and prosperity. 
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WITH NO 

ACTUAL 

‘FORWARD’ 

STRATEGY, THE 

UNITED STATES, 

FOR THE FIRST 

TIME SINCE THE 

INCEPTION OF 

NATO, HAS NO 

DECIPHERABLE 

FOREIGN 

POLICY 

DOCTRINE

onah Goldberg and Michael Le-
deen have much in common. They 
are both writers and also cheer-
leaders for military interventions 

and, often, for frivolous wars. Writing in 
the conservative rag, The National Review, 
months before the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 
2003, Goldberg paraphrased a statement 
which he attributed to Ledeen with refer-
ence to the interventionist U.S. foreign poli-
cy. “Every ten years or so, the United States 
needs to pick up some small crappy little 
country and throw it against the wall, just 
to show the world we mean business,” Gold-
berg wrote, quoting Ledeen.

Those like Ledeen, the neoconserva-
tive intellectual henchman type, often get 
away with this kind of provocative rhetoric 
for various reasons. American intelligen-
tsias, especially those who are close to the 
center of power in Washington D.C., per-
ceive war and military intervention as the 
foundation and baseline of their foreign 
policy analysis.

The utterances of such statements are 
usually conveyed within friendly media and 
intellectual platforms, where equally hawk-
ish, belligerent audiences cheer and laugh 
at the war-mongering muses. In the case 
of Ledeen, the receptive audience was the 
hardline, neoconservative, pro-Israel Amer-
ican Enterprise Institute (AEI).

Predictably, AEI was one of the loud-
est voices urging for a war and invasion of 
Iraq prior to that calamitous decision by the 
George W. Bush Administration, which was 
enacted in March 2003. Neoconservatism, 
unlike what the etymology of the name may 
suggest, was not necessarily confined to 
conservative political circles. Think tanks, 
newspapers and media networks that pur-
port – or are perceived – to express liberal 
and even progressive thought today, like 
The New York Times, The Washington Post 
and CNN, have dedicated much time and 

space to promoting an American invasion 
of Iraq as the first step of a complete U.S. 
geostrategic military hegemony in the Mid-
dle East. 

Like the National Review, these media 
networks also provided unhindered space 
to so-called neoconservative intellectuals 
who molded American foreign policy based 
on some strange mix between their twisted 
take on ethics and morality and the need 
for the U.S. to ensure its global dominance 
throughout the 21st century. Of course, the 
neocons’ love affair with Israel has served as 
the common denominator among all individ-
uals affiliated with this intellectual cult. 

The main – and inconsequential – dif-
ference between Ledeen, for example, and 
those like Thomas Friedman of The New 
York Times, is that the former is brazen 
and blunt, while the latter is delusional and 
manipulative. For his part, Friedman also 
supported the Iraq war, but only to bring 
‘democracy’ to the Middle East and to fight 
‘terrorism’. The pretense ‘war on terror’, 
though misleading if not outright fabricat-
ed, was the overriding American motto in 
its invasion of Iraq and, earlier, Afghanistan. 
This mantra was readily utilized whenever 
Washington needed to ‘pick up some small 
crappy little country and throw it against 
the wall’.

Even those who genuinely supported 
the war based on concocted intelligence – 
that Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, pos-
sessed weapons of mass destruction, or the 
equally fallacious notion that Saddam and 
Al-Qaeda cooperated in any way – must, by 
now, realize that the entire American dis-
course prior to the war had no basis in real-
ity. Unfortunately, war enthusiasts are not a 
rational bunch. Therefore, neither they, nor 
their ‘intellectuals’, should be expected to 
possess the moral integrity in shouldering 
the responsibility for the Iraq invasion and 
its horrific consequences.
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Why did many years of U.S. 
‘state-building’ efforts in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, leave behind 
nothing but weak, shattered 
armies and festered corrup-
tion?

If, indeed, the U.S. wars in the Mid-
dle East and Afghanistan were meant to 
fight and uproot terror, how is it possi-
ble that, in June 2014, an erstwhile un-
known group calling itself the ‘Islamic 
State’ (IS), managed to flourish, occupy 
and usurp massive swathes of Iraqi and 
Syrian territories and resource under 
the watchful eye of the U.S. military? If 
the other war objective was bringing 
stability and democracy to the Mid-
dle East, why did many years of U.S. 
‘state-building’ efforts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, for example, leave behind 
nothing but weak, shattered armies and 
festering corruption? 

Two important events have sum-
moned up these thoughts: U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s ‘historic’ trip to Corn-
wall, U.K., in June, to attend the 47th G7 
summit and, two weeks later, the death 
of Donald Rumsfeld, who is widely de-
picted as “the architect of the Iraq war”. 
The tone struck by Biden throughout 
his G7 meetings is that ‘America is back’, 
another American coinage similar to the 
earlier phrase, the ‘great reset’ – mean-
ing that Washington is ready to reclaim 
its global role that had been betrayed by 
the chaotic policies of former President 
Donald Trump. 

The newest phrase – 
‘America is back’ – appears to 
suggest that the decision to 
restore the U.S.’ uncontested 
global leadership is an exclu-
sively American decision.

The newest phrase – ‘America is 
back’ – appears to suggest that the de-

cision to restore the U.S.’ uncontested 
global leadership is, more or less, an ex-
clusively American decision. Moreover, 
the term is not entirely new. In his first 
speech to a global audience at the Mu-
nich Security Conference on February 

19, Biden repeated the phrase several 
times with obvious emphasis.“ Ameri-
ca is back. I speak today as President of 
the United States, at the very start of my 
administration and I am sending a clear 
message to the world: America is back,” 
Biden said, adding that “the transatlan-
tic alliance is back and we are not look-
ing backward, we are looking forward 
together.”

Platitudes and wishful thinking 
aside, the U.S. cannot possibly return to 
a previous geopolitical standing, simply 
because Biden has made an executive 
decision to ‘reset’ his country’s tradi-
tional relationships with Europe – or 

anywhere else, either. Biden’s actual 
mission is to merely whitewash and 
restore his country’s tarnished repu-
tation, marred not only by Trump, but 

also by years of fruitless wars, a crisis 
of democracy at home and abroad and 
an impending financial crisis result-
ing from the U.S.’ mishandling of the 
COVID19 pandemic. 

Unfortunately for Washington, 
while it hopes to ‘look forward’ to the 
future, other countries have already 
staked claims to parts of the world 
where the U.S. has been forced to re-
treat, following two decades of a rud-
derless strategy that is fueled by the 
belief that firepower alone is sufficient 
to keep America aloft forever.

Though Biden was received warm-
ly by his European hosts, Europe is 
likely to proceed cautiously. The conti-
nent’s geostrategic interests do not fall 
entirely in the American camp, as was 
once the case. Other new factors and 
power players have emerged in recent 
years. China is now the European bloc’s 
largest trade partner and Biden’s scare 
tactics warning of Chinese global dom-
inance have not, seemingly, impressed 
the Europeans as the Americans had 
hoped. 

Following Britain’s unceremo-
nious exit from the EU bloc, the latter 
urgently needs to keep its share of the 
global economy as large as possible. 
The limping U.S. economy will hardly 
make the substantial deficit felt in Eu-
rope. Namely, the China-EU relation-
ship is here to stay – and grow.
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ndia’s ruling party – the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) – has 
not only been chipping away at 
the rights of religious minori-
ties in the courts since taking 

power under Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in 2014, but also in the streets, 
where Muslims are faced with escalating 
threats from roaming Hindutva radical-
ized gangs.

The data shows that 90 percent of 
religious hate crimes in the previous de-
cade occurred after Modi was sworn into 
office, and that an overwhelming majori-
ty of the victims were Muslims and per-
petrators Hindus.

What we are witnessing today is the 
mass radicalization of a Hindu majority 
under a regime that has made no secret 
of its intent and desire to transform the 
country’s secular democracy into a ty-
rannical Hindu theocracy.

At the same time the Modi Govern-
ment and BJP ruled states enact laws to 
make Muslims second class citizens, their 
most vociferous supporters are lynching 
Muslims, Dalits and other religious mi-
norities with a perceived sense of total 
impunity.

And who could blame Hindu nation-
alists for thinking the Indian state had 
given them its explicit blessing to carry 
out dastardly deeds.

And who could blame Hindu nation-
alists for thinking the Indian state had 
given them its explicit blessing to carry 

out dastardly deeds, given the way in 
which Delhi Police officers so enthusias-
tically participated in the slaughter of 52 
Muslims during the 2020 Delhi Riots?

A fact-finding report into the vio-
lence cited “instances of sexual harass-
ment of Muslim women by the cops and 
also instances of police engaging in di-
rect violence and abuse” during the riots 
that broke out in Northeast Delhi, after a 
former BJP leader urged his followers to 
attack anti-Citizenship Amendment Act 
protesters.

Victims of the violence, and their 
lawyers, have accused authorities of 
pressuring them to drop their respective 
cases and of sabotaging the investigation 
by carrying out raids of law firm offices 
to destroy evidence against Delhi Police.

On 23 May, police raided the home 
of 42-year-old Mohammed Aquil Qureshi 
in the state of Uttar Pradesh, after Hin-
du locals accused him of cow slaughter. 
According to his surviving wife and two 
daughters, the police tried extorting a 
bribe from Qureshi, before cracking him 
over the head with the butt of a gun and 
then throwing him to his death from the 
home’s terrace.

What we are witnessing here is the 
radicalization of the country’s police de-
partments by Hindu nationalist forces, a 
reality brought clearer into view by the 
recent upward surge in the deaths and 
torture of Muslims in police custody.
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On 31 May, a 21-year-old Muslim 
man in Haryana was tortured to death 
in the custody of Haryana’s cybercrime 
police unit. The killers not only used an-
ti-Muslim slurs against his family mem-
bers but threatened violence against 
them should they file a report.

“If you file a complaint, I will make 
your entire family like Junaid’s state”, 
a police officer reportedly told the vic-
tim’s brothers, according to their moth-
er.

Sadly, he wouldn’t be only Muslim 
murdered in police custody that day in 
Haryana.

Fifty-year-old Ayub Khan was tor-
tured to death by police officer at Pani-
pat’s Quila police station.

On 1 June, police in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Amroha are reported to have tortured 
six Muslim men in custody 
the “whole night,” after locals 
had falsely accused them of 
slaughtering an ox. One of the 
victims said the police boasted 
that even if they were to mur-
der them, they would only be 
“transferred” as punishment.

Arecent report into cus-
todial torture and death across 
the world reveals that 1,731 
people died in the custody of 
Indian security forces and cor-
rection officers in 2019, with 
most of the victims hailing from 
minority communities, particu-
larly Muslims and Dalits.

The authors of the report 
also found that a majority of the deaths 
were caused by torture, and that the 
use of torture is “rampant” in India and 
meant to punish them or gather infor-
mation or extract confessions.

Apart from most common meth-
ods of torture, such as punching, kick-
ing and slapping, the study found that 
torture methods used by the police also 
included administering electric shocks, 

hammering iron nails into the torso, 
beating the soles of the feet, hanging de-
tainees upside down and then hitting in 
private parts, stabbings with hand held 
tools, pouring petrol onto private parts, 
branding with hot iron rods, urinating 
into the mouth, inserting hard blunt 
object into anus and kicking pregnant 
women.

Arsheen Kaur, an Indian journal-
ist, says custodial deaths must not be 
viewed in isolation but as a “cold-blood-
ed play of power and class.”

“When law enforcement agencies 
become perpetrators of violence, it be-
comes an ominous case of abuse of au-
thority and discrimination against caste 
and religious minorities under the priv-
ilege of impunity – all backed by a silent 
state,” she says.

Worse – nobody really knows the 
actual number of Muslims tortured and 
killed in police custody because official 
figures vary widely. For instance, the 
National Campaign Against Torture doc-
umented 1,731 custodial deaths in India 
in 2019, but the Indian government re-
ported only 78 deaths.

This discrepancy, no doubt, caused 
by police departments underreporting 

and covering up their crimes, which em-
phasizes a “pressing need for separating 
investigation from police and entrust it 
to a dedicated investigation wing in or-

der to minimize rampant 
corruption in the police 
force,” according to the Na-
tional Herald.

Muslims are also 
forced to contend with a 
criminal justice system that 
continues to turn against 
them, with BJP ruled states 
enacting new laws pre-
mised on anti-Muslim con-
spiracy theories, including 
those that portend Muslims 
are forcibly converting Hin-
dus or secretly marrying 
Hindu women to enlarge 
the Muslim population.

Last month, Uttar 
Pradesh police arrested Umar Guatam, 
a Muslim convert who became an Iman, 
after accusing him of forcibly converting 
1,000 Hindus, despite not a single indi-
vidual alleging forced conversion in his 
35 years of practicing Islam.

These draconian and conspir-
acy-based laws serve only to place a 
greater number of Muslims in the cus-
tody of police, thus exposing a greater 
number to torture and death.
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he Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) on June 25, 2021 retained 
Pakistan under increase monitor-
ing.  This list is often externally re-

ferred to as the “grey list”.  The decision was 
announced at the end of the fourth Plenary 
of the FATF under the German Presidency of 
Dr. Marcus Pleyer which took place on 21-25 
June, 2021. FATF noted that Pakistan had com-
pleted 26 of the 27 action items in its 2018 
action plan. The FATF encouraged Pakistan to 
continue to make progress to address as soon 
as possible the one remaining Countering the 
Financing of Terrorism (CFT)-related item by 
demonstrating that Terrorist Financing (TF) 
investigations and prosecutions target senior 
leaders and commanders of United Nations 
(UN) designated terrorist groups. 

CAN THIS DECISION BE REGARDED AS 
POLITICAL?

This decision of the FATF cannot be re-
garded as political as a number of countries 
which had already made progress were not 
removed from the Grey List. Botswana, for 
example, made progress by substantially 
completing its action plan but despite this 
development the FATF did not remove Bo-
tswana from the Grey list because of the need 
for an on-site assessment to verify that the 
implementation of Botswana’s Anti-Money 
Laundering and Countering the Financing 
or Terrorism (AML/CFT) reforms has begun 
and is being sustained, and that the necessary 
political commitment remains in place to sus-
tain implementation in the future. 

Another example is Panama who had 
also already taken steps towards improving 
its AML/CFT regime, including by taking ac-
tions to identify unlicensed money remitters 
and increasing the use of Financial Intelli-
gence Unit (FIU) products to initiate or fur-
ther Money Laundering (ML) investigations. 
But the FATF still did not remove Panama 
from the Grey list but rather advised Panama 
to take urgent action to fully address remain-
ing measures in its action plan as all timelines 
have already expired. 

It is important to state that the FATF 
does not call for the application of enhanced 
due diligence measures to be applied to juris-
dictions on the Grey List, but encourages its 
members and all jurisdictions to take into ac-
count the information presented in their risk 
analysis.

ANY REASONABLE JUSTIFICATION 
FOR FATF’S DECISION?

The FATF’s decision not to remove Pa-
kistan from the Grey List could be justified to 

the extent that Pakistan’s 2018 action plan 
which the FATF based its decision on did not 
take into consideration the significant con-
cerns of unmitigated AML risks later identi-
fied in Pakistan’s 2019 Asia/Pacific Group on 
Money Laundering (APG) Mutual Evaluation 
Report (MER). On the contrary, Pakistan’s 
2018 FATF Action Plan covers a wide range of 
prioritised CFT activities that focus on com-
prehensively identifying and taking effective 
regulatory and criminal justice responses to 
preventing and combating TF in Pakistan, 
including cross-border threats. This justifica-
tion is reasonable.  

Although the Pakistan’s second fol-
low-up report (FUR) which was prepared in 
accordance with the APG Third Round Mu-
tual Evaluation Procedures 2021 concluded 
that Pakistan had made notable progress in 
addressing the technical compliance deficien-
cies identified in its MER and has been re-rat-
ed compliant in Recommendations 14, 19, 20, 
21 and 27, and largely compliant in recom-
mendations R.1, 6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 22, 23, 24, 25, 
30, 31, 32, 35 and 40,  a number of Pakistan’s 
AML measures including, Customer identi-
fication and verification measures and on-
going due diligence are generally performed 
with limited effectiveness.  These deficiencies 
require fundamental improvements. The re-
maining part of this Article will provide rec-
ommendations on how Pakistan’s AML/CFT 
system can be further strengthened.  
INTERNAL POLICIES, PROCEDURES 
AND CONTROLS

Banks in Pakistan must implement sys-
tems and procedures adequately designed to 
assess the Bank’s overall anti-money laun-
dering risk, perform customer due diligence, 
identify high-risk customers, perform com-
mensurate due diligence of customers that 
were identified as high-risk, and monitor for 
suspicious activity. Banks in Pakistan should 
not be allowed to conduct business without 
implementing adequate procedures and in-
ternal controls, as appropriate and practical, 
to detect and timely report suspicious activity 
and large currency transactions.  

The Bank’s overall risk assessment must 
be adequate. Without appropriate analysis and 
inquiries, the assessment will not adequately 
support assigned risk ratings for services pro-
vided by the Bank, nor address all areas of the 
Bank including leasing, wire transfers, pouch 
activity, privately-owned automated teller ma-
chines, non-customer services such as cashing 
“on-us” checks, sales of monetary instruments, 
and merchant credit card processing.
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There must be procedures in place 
to validate customer risk profiles, ex-
plain significant changes in transac-
tion behaviour, or place parameters on 
variances from expected transaction 
behaviour. A pervasive failure to imple-
ment adequate procedures to identify 
high-risk customers may contribute to 
the Bank's inability to adequately moni-
tor, identify, and report suspicious activ-
ity. The Bank's risk rating process must 
be regularly reassessed to ensure that 
all high-risk customers are identified. 

Banks in Pakistan must decide 
whether the use of manual processes for 
suspicious activity monitoring is partic-
ularly inadequate given their custom-
er base, geographic risk and business 
lines, as well as the volume, scope, and 
types of transactions conducted at the 
Bank. Where they decide to make use of 
automated systems to monitor for sus-
picious activity, the suspicious activity 
monitoring program in use must ade-
quately capture numerous services pro-
vided by the Bank, including lending, 
trade financing, pouch activities, and 
check deposits. The Bank must monitor 
for suspicious activity based on custom-
ers' risk profiles, or the type and/or vol-
ume of customers' transactions. 

When the Bank replaces its old 
monitoring system in favour of a new 
one, it must conduct appropriate sys-
tem validation and parameters testing 
to ensure that the new system could 
adequately identify suspicious activity. 
Procedures established for the new sys-
tem must be risk-based and tailored to 
the Bank's customer base, geographic 
risk, or business lines.
SINGLING OUT FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNTS

Banks in Pakistan should be re-
quired to establish a due diligence pro-
gram that includes appropriate, specific, 
risk-based, and, where necessary, en-
hanced policies, procedures, and con-
trols that are reasonably designed to 
enable the bank to detect and report, on 
an ongoing basis, any known or suspect-
ed money laundering activity conducted 
through or involving any correspondent 
account established, maintained, ad-
ministered, or managed by the bank in 
Pakistan for a foreign financial institu-
tion (“foreign correspondent account”). 
A bank's general due diligence program 
must include policies, procedures, and 
processes to assess the risks posed 
by the bank's foreign financial institu-
tion customers. A bank's resources are 
most appropriately directed at those 
accounts that pose a more significant 
money laundering risk. 

MANAGING THE RISK OF REMOTE 
DEPOSIT CAPTURE TECHNOLOGY

Remote Deposit Capture introduc-
es additional risks beyond traditional 
deposit-delivery systems because it 
enables a bank's customers to scan a 
check or monetary instrument and then 
send the scanned or digitalized image 
to the financial institution without the 
need for face-to-face transactions. This 
change in the interaction process for ex-
ecuting such transactions raises several 
challenges, including but not limited to: 
(i) the difficulty of determining in what 
jurisdiction the equipment is being 
used and by whom; (ii) development of 
internal controls to ensure transaction 
data and check images are not altered; 
and (iii) implementation of monitoring 
by qualified personnel for potential-
ly fraudulent, sequentially numbered 
or altered money orders or traveler's 
checks.  

Banks in Pakistan should ade-
quately incorporate policies and proce-
dures and implement systems and in-
ternal controls to manage all of the AML 
risks associated with Remote Deposit 
Capture. Banks in Pakistan must allocate 
adequate compliance resources, and 
should perform periodic reviews and 
generate risk management reports on 
the AML monitoring issues associated 
with the implementation and ongoing 
operation of Remote Deposit Capture 
systems and services. The institution 
must consider whether, and to what ex-
tent, it could be exposed to the risk of 
money laundering and non-compliance 
with AML laws and regulations. In par-
ticular, the Banks must recognize and 
respond to the growing use and accom-
panying risk of Remote Deposit Capture 
by foreign correspondent financial in-
stitutions and foreign money services 
businesses. Enhanced due diligence and 
commensurate systems and controls 
for foreign correspondent accounts are 
necessary if the Remote Deposit Cap-
ture device emanates from higher risk 
foreign jurisdictions, or when a custom-
er is otherwise identified as high risk.
MONITORING POUCH AND CASH 
LETTER ACTIVITY

Banks in Pakistan should ade-
quately monitor pouch and cash letter 
activity for receipt of large denomina-
tion sequentially numbered monetary 
instruments and commercial checks 
from its foreign correspondent custom-
er accounts. The Banks must file timely 
suspicious activity reports with respect 
to the receipt of large denomination se-
quentially numbered traveler's checks 
received from its foreign correspondent 

bank customers. Failure to file a timely 
and complete suspicious activity report 
may impair the usefulness of the suspi-
cious activity reports by not providing 
law enforcement and regulators with 
more timely and comprehensive infor-
mation related to the tens of millions of 
dollars in potentially suspicious trans-
actions.
MONITORING BULK CASH DEPOSITS

Foreign financial institutions may 
maintain accounts at Pakistan banks 
to access the Pakistan financial system 
and acquire services and products that 
may not be available in the host juris-
diction. Pakistan Banks must imple-
ment adequate procedures and controls 
to ensure that bulk deposits received 
from foreign correspondent customers 
are monitored for suspicious activity. 
Furthermore, on the occasions where 
employees of the Bank identify anom-
alies in the volume or mix of bulk cash 
deposits that should have warranted 
further review, these anomalies should 
be brought to the attention of the Bank's 
Compliance or AML Investigative Ser-
vices groups. 
ADEQUATE INDEPENDENT TESTING 
FOR COMPLIANCE

Banks in Pakistan must have an in-
dependent audit program to effectively 
evaluate money laundering vulnerabili-
ties and to detect compliance failures in 
a timely fashion. In particular, the scope 
of its independent audits must be suf-
ficient to effectively assess the Bank’s 
exposure to the risk of money launder-
ing activities and its ability to comply 
with anti-money laundering program 
and suspicious activity reporting obli-
gations. 
CONCLUSION: ADEQUATE STAFFING 
FOR THE PROPER MONITORING OF 
DAY-TO-DAY COMPLIANCE

In order for Banks in Pakistan to 
implement effective measures to ensure 
the filing of accurate, timely, and com-
plete suspicious activity reports and 
compliance with other FATF require-
ments, Banks in Pakistan must have 
sufficient staff to review suspicious ac-
tivity alerts resulting from the Bank’s 
monitoring processes. The Bank’s com-
pliance staff must be able to initiate and 
complete investigations and file com-
plete and timely suspicious activity re-
ports. 

In sum, Banks in Pakistan must 
dedicate sufficient human and techno-
logical resources to meet their AML/
CFT obligations. 
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or the last 60 years, nuclear 
weapons are considered the main 
components of deterrence that 
alter major conflicts among nu-

clear weapons states. Many nuclear powers 
have endorsed the fact of an unimaginable 
catastrophe of nuclear weapons. Offen-
sive objectives through nuclear weapons 
have become a shallow dream due to its 
mass destruction and notion about nuclear 
weapons MAD “mutual assure destruction “. 
In the 19th & 21st centuries, objectives of a 
direct military clash among powerful states 
have changed to indirect military conflict in 
the form of hybrid warfare. Powerful states 
have opted for the strategy of coercion 
through small-scale or conventional arms 
against weaker states to deter the powerful. 
The U.S led military intervention in Afghan-
istan, Iraq was pursued by many political 
strategists as a known policy of war tactics.

The term Hybrid warfare was coined 
first after Russian clandestine intervention 
in Ukraine that is called Gerasimov doc-
trine by the Russian. Hybrid warfare is also 
known by many other names like Asymmet-
rical warfare, gray zone conflict, non-con-
ventional, new generation warfare, and so 
on. It is an emerging threat to the existing 
nature of Power politics. States have come 
with new technological assets, war strate-
gies, and covert operations. By new means 
of strategies have been applying to disrupt 
enemy capabilities in different spheres 
of influence. For instance, it is aimed not 
to defeat an enemy with an immediate at-
tack, or direct military confrontation but to 
erode its overall morale to isolate it in the 
comity of Nation, disrupt its command and 
control system, to harm important strategic 
installation, Seaports, bridges, highways, 
trade corridor, pipelines and other means 

of states assets.
Pakistan has been the immediate tar-

get of enemy nations, several factors are 
included why Pakistan is being a corner-
stone of hybrid warfare from the day first. 
Multiple reasons are behind the story to 
highlight Pakistan’s position for enemy co-
vert activities. Due to its magnificent role in 
the Muslim world, vast natural resources, 
lucrative Geostrategic location, traditional 
rivalry with India & thorny diplomatic his-
tory with neighboring Muslim state Afghan-
istan, Indian ocean factor, Pak-China diplo-
matic bonhomie and first Non-NATO ally of 
the sole super Power United States.

Pakistan has experienced the most 
daunting challenge of the first Hybrid War-
fare during the 1970s when India launched 
several offensive hybrid strategies to harm 
Pakistan’s position in East Bengal. Prop-
agating Mujib’s six points, Indian alleged 
genocide and refugees blames, training 
thousands of Anti Pakistan elements the 
Mukti Bahni insurgents against Pakistan 
& finally the fame Indo- Soviet friendship 
treaty that badly hurt Pakistan’s position 
concluded on Indian military intervention 
and Separation of East Bangal as an inde-
pendent state.

Pakistan has excellently managed con-
ventional and nuclear weapons deterrence 
against India. But in the case of hybrid war-
fare, Pakistan has been in the most vulner-
able position. In case of direct military in-
tervention or nuclear coercion, the enemy 
knows that it would be a potential catastro-
phe for both the Attacker & the targeted 
state. Thus to gain maximum military or hy-
brid objectives, Pakistan’s adversaries have 
planted a web of clandestine operations to 
weaken Pakistan’s position on internal & 
external fronts.
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 There are many areas in which 

the enemy is trying to deflect its dev-
il design. The tragic incident of 9/11 
has brought Pakistan on the verge of 
hybrid warfare. Many nations have 
turned their fall narrative & propa-
ganda machinery against Pakistan. 
Pakistan has been facing extremely 
vague and covert asymmetrical con-
frontations in multiple areas. The 
list is too long and painful. 

Pakistan’s nuclear & missile pro-
gram has always been a key target of an 
adversary state. They sought out to roll 
back Pakistan’s nuclear and missile pro-
gram. Their prime objective is to engage 
Pakistan in internal disruption to justify 
the nuclear vulnerability of Pakistan’s 
nuclear assets. Propagating IQ khan 
network declaring Pakistan as a nuclear 
threat to world peace and nuclear pro-

liferation. In the last few years, Pakistan 
sustained standard nuclear command 
and control system praised by many 
states and international agencies.

The deteriorating economic posi-
tion of Pakistan and perpetual decline 
in GDP growth, rising prices of different 
commodities can lead to nationwide un-
rest and social discord. To impose eco-
nomic pain to secure maximum political 
demands, Pakistan has been witnessing 
this challenge for the last fifty years. De-
spite the huge potential in the country’s 
demographic size, enormous natural re-
sources, and fine geostrategic position. 
The issue of FATF and enlisting Pakistan 
in the grey list also ascribed enemy ma-
lign intentions. In the global war against 

terror, Pakistan has been playing a cen-
tral role to curb the menaces of global 
terrorism. This all means of conspiracy 
theories put Pakistan in a serious secu-
rity danger.

Sectarian tussle in Pakistan is a 
common threat. Several lobbies orga-
nizations and anti-state elements are 
funded by foreign hands. Sectarian tus-
sle gives rise to social unrest in many 
parts of the country. Shina Suni split is 
not only sponsored by an enemy but 
also by friendly Muslim states. Thou-
sands of innocent civilians lost their 
lives in the rhetoric sectarian war in the 
last forty years. The clash within civili-
zation is the easiest way to disrupt the 
social fabric of any society. Pakistan still 
has to bear the brunt of secretion an-
tagonism. Ways are open for enemy evil 
intentions.

Non-state actors promoted, sup-
ported by an enemy have taken thou-

sands of innocent lives particularly 
after the U.S attack on Afghanistan. 
These types of non-state organizations 
are working as hybrid agents. Groups 
like BLA ( Balochistan liberation army ) 
TTP ( Tehriki -e-Taliban Pakistan ) Lash-
kar-e- Jangvi- (LJ) are some of the prom-
inent non-state actors. These kinds of 
militant wings are actively involved 
in sabotage, infiltration, target killing, 
bomb blast, and genocide. The killing of 
Hazara community people is one of the 
gruesome examples of social unrest. U.S 
military failure in Afghanistan and al-
legedly criticizing Pakistan as safe heav-
en of terrorist outlets, safe sanctuaries, 
and blame game are only intended to 
harm Pakistan.

China Pakistan strategic partner-
ship and China belt & Road initiative, 
their flagship project China Pakistan 
economic corridor( CPEC ) keenly dis-
turbing enemy intentions. The media 
campaign against CPEC, declaring it as 
a Debt trap strategy and China’s illicit 
strategy to colonize Pakistan in the fu-
ture. a plethora of falls information was 
shed against Pak-China strategic part-
nership. apart from its cyberattacks, 
guerrilla warfare, autonomous weap-
ons, information technology, and hatred 
against Pakistan armed forces and secu-
rity agencies shows the covert design of 
an enemy state.

Pakistan must have to ensure ro-
bust cyber capability to safeguard its 
important strategic assets, command 
and control system. To deter any cyber 
attack Pakistan must have to launch of-
fensive capability for a timely begetting 

response. Many states have acquired 
the capability of cyber attacks and strat-
egies of hybrid warfare. Pakistan adver-
saries have reasonable prowess in the 
IT sector, therefor it’s a need of the hour 
to restructure Pakistan’s security para-
digm from top to bottom. Pakistan must 
be aware and ready for any non-conven-
tional and hybrid assault in the coming 
years to thwart mounting security chal-
lenges Pakistan faces today. The Author 
is graduated in international relations 
from International Islamic Universi-
ty Islamabad. He is also a Geostrategic 
expert, freelancer, and has published 
several articles in different national and 
international magazine newspapers.
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ith the shift from bi-polar to 
complex multipolar world, 
the nature of warfare has also 
taken a leap forward in com-
plexities. It has pushed the 

militaries to prepare more rigorously 
during peacetime. This has compelled 
the states to give fertile ground to tech-
nological development that can give them 
upper hand during military confrontation 
as well as keep deterrence intact during 
peacetime. Among these technological 
developments the military strategists are 
focused on introducing and embedding 
emerging military technologies in their 
warfare doctrines. This would be a time-
ly development as militaries around the 
world are researching and embedding the 
emerging technologies in their warfare 
doctrines. On the contrary, the militar-
ies that would rather prefer old-school 
methods of warfighting might easily be 
startled. Even when the US was fighting 
the insurgents in Afghanistan, in order to 
keep pace with the US military technolog-
ical developments, the insurgents would 
also upgrade their warfighting technol-
ogy. Although the quality of the technol-
ogy of the insurgents would as if it was 
assembled in their backyards however in 
order to gain an upper hand they would 
make the effort to upgrade and modify. 
This stresses the fact that all militaries 
would require a timely upgrade and up-
date to gain an upper hand and the best 

direction to look at would be the emerg-
ing technologies. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is one of 
the emerging technologies that has gen-
erated the most waves in the military do-
main. AI has been incorporated by num-
ber of militaries such as the US, China and 
Russia in their military operations. Its 
military application includes surveillance 
and reconnaissance missions, cyber op-
erations, command and control, logistical 
and analytical support. The most promi-
nent military application of AI can be wit-
nessed in autonomous robots and drones 
that hold the capability of take-off and 
landing, gather data, and tracking and 
following people without human interfer-
ence. It is also embedded in avionics that 
helps that piolet collect and analyses the 
exponential data within second where-
as previously the piolets had to read the 
manual data appearing on the screen to 
make the analysis. Moreover, militaries 
are also benefitting from the dual use AI 
applications such as same facial recogni-
tion technology that is used by police to 
catch the criminals can be used by the 
militaries to identify and track the ene-
mies. Additionally, AI is also being used to 
produce realistic looking photos, audios 
and visuals commonly known as deep 
fakes. This application can be embedded 
in military domain to conduct informa-
tion operations and spread propaganda 
and misinformation. 
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Another emerging technology that 

is raising ethical and legal concerns is 
Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems 
(LAWS). The reason that LAWS has gen-
erated this debate as due to the fact that 
these weapon systems hold the capability 
to taking the control of the weapon out of 
human hand and into the hands of the ma-
chine itself. LAWS has pushed the human 
out of the loop hence known as fully au-
tonomous weapons. There are partial au-
tonomous weapons knowns as semi-au-
tonomous weapons where the human is 
on the loop and has partial control over 
the weapons. The matter of taking human 
out of the loop is concerning as it can give 
the weapon absolute decision-making 
power which can allow it to engage and 
fire a target. This could be useful in con-
tested environments where putting hu-
man life could be risky. Moreover, LAWS 
has made the war speedy and quick as it 
does not reply on human interpretation 
of the situation in order response rather 
LAWS generate their own interpretation 
and act as desired. LAWS can also oper-
ate in large swarms, generating great-
er impact at low cost. Moreover, these 
weapons could eliminate human error 
and avoid civilian causalities and col-
lateral damage. However, about 30 
countries and 165 non-govern-
mental organizations have ad-
vocated for preemptive ban 
on LAWS as these weapons 
pose a greater accountabil-
ity risk and fail to comply 
with the laws of armed 
conflict. 

The major distinc-
tion between old wars 
and modern wars is 
that of time taken to ac-
complish a task and the 
emerging technologies is 
the reason of this shrinking 
time. In this aspect, number 
of militaries such as the US, 
China and Russia have devel-
oped hypersonic missiles that can 
travel at the speed of Mach 5. Two 
types of hypersonic missiles have been 
introduced so far, first is the Hypersonic 
Glide Vehicle which is launched into the 
sky with the assistance of a rocket and 
it glides to its target. The second type 
is named as Hypersonic Cruise Missile 
that are powered by highspeed engines 
during their flight. The hypersonic weap-
ons and the ballistic missiles both can fly 
at the speed of Mach 5 and above howev-
er, the difference between the two is that 
the hypersonic weapons follow an unpre-
dictable path as it dodges the air defense 
and detection systems. This capability 

makes it difficult to track and attack, gen-
erating greater implications for strategic 
stability. Moreover, the hypersonic weap-
ons complicate the strategic stability as it 
gives shorter response time and due to its 
capability to maneuver it heightens the 
probability of unintended escalation. 

As the modern wars have shifted 
away from kinetic means of attack, the 
emerging technologies have provided 
a non-kinetic solution. This domain is 
dominated by highly concentrated elec-
tromagnetic energy weapons known as 
laser weapons. These weapons unleash 
high-power laser that can incapacitate, 
disable, damage and destroy military 
equipment. Laser weapons have two ma-
jor categories based on the level of power 
and energy emitted by the laser. First is 
the Low Energy Laser (LEL) which is less 
than 1 kilowatt whose military applica-
tions are jamming or disruption of sen-
sors mounted on aerial, land and sea ve-
hicles.  Moreover, LEL can target human 
body parts that are sensitive to laser such 
as eyes. Second category is Medium En-
ergy L a s e r 

(MEL), 
this laser power ranges 
from 10-100 kilowatt and it can cause se-
rious burns and injuries to human body. 
Moreover, it can also destroy opto-elec-
tronic devices and counter ground-based 
laser systems. Lastly, High Energy Laser 
(HEL) can unleash a range of over 100 
kilowatts that holds the power and ener-
gy to corrode metal. Its military applica-
tion is to neutralize missiles, airborne or 
ground vehicles and helicopters. Laser is 

considered an effective and precise anti-
dot to any sort of aerial or ground threat 
as it can spot and engage a target and 
eliminate it without causing collateral 
damage due to high speed and accuracy. 

As the modern warfare is becoming 
quick and precise, it demands communi-
cations and responses that can keep pace 
with the precision of modern warfare. 
Most of such speedy defense communi-
cations are dependent on space satellite. 
Space is being consider as new arena of 
warfare. The communication networks of 
emerging technologies are also depend-
ing on space satellite. For instance, early 
warning systems, network centric war-
fare, electronic warfare are dependent on 
space satellite for communication, navi-
gation, imagery sensing and meteorology. 
Space based attacks such as space-based 
laser weapons have reduced the deci-
sion-making for the commanders and re-
duced the response time to ranging from 
few seconds to minutes. For such impact-
ful military applications space has be-
come an important factor in modern war-
fare that militaries around the world are 
attempting to acquire space capabilities 

and develop space forces.  Russia and 
China developed their space force 

in 2015. The US developed its first 
National Space Strategy in 2018 

as well as developed a separate 
space force. 

Although the emerging 
technologies are developing 
at a faster pace as the private 
sector has progressed in test 
and design rapidly howev-
er the implications of these 
emerging technologies on 
warfare still remain uncer-

tain. The uncertainty is due 
to number of factors such as 

the maturity of national military 
doctrines that can incorporate the 

application of these technologies in 
their warfighting strategies. Moreover, 

even if doctrines are developed, will the 
soldiers on ground be able to compre-
hend the application of these emerging 
technologies. Will the military doctrines 
developed be near to reality on ground 
and keep the challenges that the soldiers 
meet on ground in mind? Nonetheless, 
emerging technologies do hold the poten-
tial to impact the nature and character of 
future warfare and a shift from tradition-
al means of warfighting to more advanced 
and modern means of warfighting is inev-
itable. However, there would be an urgent 
need to update laws of armed warfare 
with the rise of emerging technologies. 
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ollowing the First Gulf War, 
the foreign ministers of Syria, 
Egypt, and the six members of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), namely Saudi Arabia, Ku-

wait, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman, and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), met in Damascus and 
agreed on a new security cooperation ini-
tiative for the Gulf which came to be known 
as the “Damascus Declaration.” Although 
the GCC states later moved away from im-
plementing the declaration, it contained an 
important aspect related to Turkey which 
is key to understanding the dynamics that 
shape the region today.

The thorny relations between Damas-
cus and Ankara in the 1990s due to water 
and terrorism issues had adversely affect-
ed Turkey’s relations with the Arab coun-
tries, including those in the Gulf. The dec-
laration, which aimed to pressure Ankara 
on the international platform, criticized 
Turkey’s plan to construct a new dam on 
the Turkish-Syrian border, called foreign 
contractors not to cooperate with Turkey, 
and warned Ankara over its actions. The 
importance of the Damascus Declaration 
was that, for the first time, the GCC coun-
tries expressed public and clear support 
for Syria in its dispute with Turkey.

However, since then balances have 
changed rapidly in international politics. 
When it comes to the Middle East, one of 
the world’s least peaceful regions, dynam-
ics change even faster. Turkish-GCC rela-
tions within the context of the Syrian war 
is an interesting case to show the degree 
to which several factors shape the conver-
gence and divergence in their relationship 
in Syria, which is known as the “heart” of 
the Arab world.

When protests erupted in 2011 in 
Syria, the GCC stood by the opposition that 

aimed to topple the Bashar al-Assad re-
gime and recognized the opposition bloc 
as the “legitimate representative” of the 
Syrian people. The GCC states, which were 
motivated by several factors, most impor-
tantly political and sectarian ones, aimed 
to weaken Iran’s hand and bring Syria, a 
country predominantly Sunni but ruled by 
a Nusayri family, back into the Arab sphere 
of influence. Ankara also was among the 
most vocal critics of the regime and the 
staunchest supporter of the opposition 
when it failed to convince the regime to 
make reforms.

In Syria, Turkey and the GCC countries 
stood by the opposition, but supported dif-
ferent factions, as they harbored different 
visions for the post-Assad era. Thus, the 
Syrian theater became the first backdrop 
of rivalry between Turkey and GCC states, 
namely Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Bahrain, 
based on ideological differences.

In recent years, the power dynamics 
in the region have started to shift again 
as some Gulf countries, which cooperated 
with Turkey against the Syrian regime in 
the initial years of the crisis, seem to have 
put their differences aside and in varying 
degrees have approached Damascus, pit-
ting Syria against Turkey as they did in the 
1990s. Now their priority is their interests, 
both political and economic, rather than 
the fate of the regime as was the case a de-
cade ago.

GCC-Damascus Rapprochement 
Can Pit Syria Against Turkey Even Further

TIME WILL 
SHOW 
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DECLARATION” 
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PURSUED AS 

THE GULF 
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Normalization suit 

In December 2018, the UAE, 
which once supported the Syrian op-
position forces alongside Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar, reopened its embassy 
in Syria. The UAE justified the move 
by declaring, “Given the regional ex-
pansionism of Iran and Turkey, there 
is an Arab role to play in Syria that 
has become even more necessary.” In 
March 2021, the UAE reiterated its po-
sition: “Syria’s return to the Arab fold 
is essential and has nothing to do with 
who wants or who does not want it. It 
is a matter of public interest and the 
interests of Syria and the region.”

A day after the UAE reopened 
its mission, Bahrain announced that 
its mission in Damascus continues 
its duty, underlining its keenness to 
maintain relations with what it re-
ferred to as a “brotherly” country. Ma-
nama, in particular, emphasized the 
significance of strengthening and ac-
tivating the “Arab role” in preventing 
the dangers of regional interference in 
Syria’s internal affairs.

In October of last year, Oman 
sent an ambassador to Syria, becom-
ing the first Gulf state to do so since 
they downgraded or shut missions in 
Damascus in 2012. Meanwhile Kuwait 
has said it would reopen its mission in 
Damascus if there was an agreement 
among the 22-member Arab League.

So far, Saudi Arabia and Qatar, 
two countries that firmly supported 
the opposition, have not taken any 
step forward. Traditionally, Riyadh 
pursues a “wait and see” policy and 
seeks gradual and slow partial nor-
malization. Prospects for change in 
the Saudi position have increased par-
ticularly after the reports that Saudi 
intelligence chief Khalid al-Humaidan 
met with his Syrian counterpart in Da-
mascus, the first meeting of its kind 
since the conflict broke out in Syria.

If there is a change of heart in Ri-
yadh regarding the return of Syria to 
the Arab fold, Qatar – Turkey’s closest 
Gulf ally and a critical center for oppo-
sition meetings – will be the only Gulf 
country not involved in the normaliza-
tion suit with Syria.
Factors driving normaliza-
tion

The first factor of the Gulf rap-
prochement to Syria is Russia’s po-
sition. In 2015, when Russia, the 
regime’s staunchest ally, militarily 
intervened in the war, the balances on 
the ground rapidly changed. Russia’s 
interference became the game-chang-
er that also altered the perception of 

the GCC towards the opposition and 
eliminated the idea of toppling Assad 
by force.

In this context, Moscow, which 
built a perception of Russia as a cru-
cial geopolitical actor in the region, 
started to deepen its relationship 
with each GCC state, and engaged in 
dialogue over the Syria file. In recent 
years, there has been increasing sup-
port by the GCC states of Russia’s role 
in Syria, particularly at a time when 
the U.S. influence is fading away.

The second factor that drives the 
GCC rapprochement with Damascus is 
related to both the domestic and inter-
national context. The assertive mem-
bers of the GCC, namely the UAE and 

Saudi Arabia, have started to move 
away from a foreign policy focusing 
on hard power (military tools), while 
prioritizing soft power (diplomacy).

The economy plays a central role 
in this diplomacy. Restoring relations 
with Damascus, not only politically, 
but economically, is significant and es-
pecially in terms of the reconstruction 
of Syria. On the international level, the 
election of U.S. President Joe Biden 
has significantly influenced the shift 
of the Gulf foreign policy from hard 
to soft power as the new administra-
tion, unlike its predecessor, pushes for 
de-escalation in the region.

The last factor is the antagonism 

of Turkey’s growing role in Syria. 
When Turkey conducted military op-
erations in northern Syria (Operation 
Olive Branch, Operation Peace Spring, 
Spring Shield) to eliminate terrorist 
elements, Saudi Arabia, along with the 
UAE and Bahrain, opposed them on 
the grounds of “threatening Arab na-
tional security.”

The tense relations between 
the Saudi-Emirati-Bahraini axis and 
Ankara is yet another reason for the 
Gulf to approach Damascus. However, 
it is worth mentioning that although 
the GCC countries sought to topple 
the regime, from the very beginning, 

they were not fully united in their ap-
proaches towards the crisis. While Qa-
tar has been supportive of Turkish ac-
tions, Kuwait and Oman adopted their 
usual neutral stance over the Turkish 
operations.

Under the banner of an “Arab 
role,” the solidarity of certain GCC 
states with the Syrian regime in the 
face of Turkish military operations 
resembles the times of tension be-
tween Ankara and Damascus in the 
1990s. Time will show whether a sec-
ond “Damascus Declaration” will be 
pursued as the Gulf countries come 
closer to Damascus and drift apart 
from Turkey.
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ontemporary world can be char-
acterized as a world of rapid 
transformations with surfac-
ing of potential hegemonic war, 

formation of new alliances, partnerships 
and coalitions, altered war dynamics and 
increased transnational engagements. In 
the ambient of emerging China and its 
increasing regional and global outreach 
the world is witnessing alignment and 
re-alignment of alliances. The South Asian 
region in recent times has become epicen-
ter of the New Great Power Politics from 
the perspective of containment of China 
and Indo-Pacific Policy. China is trying to 
uplift the region economically through 
‘Constructive Engagements’ for its smooth 
rise, whereas, global hegemon and status 
quo powers are trying to maintain ‘Con-
trolled Chaos’ in the region in order to de-
teriorate China’s growth. In this regards, 
the significance of Afghanistan owing to its 
presence in backyard of China cannot be 
denied. The decision of the US pulling out 
of Afghanistan without any visible gains 
has raised many queries. Is withdrawal of 
the US from Afghanistan is a testimony of 
US acceptance of its defeat? Does US has re-
alized the cost of military overstretching? 
How the US withdrawal will complement 
its policy of containment of China? Is civ-
il war inevitable in Afghanistan? What is 
going to be the position of Pakistan during 
post withdrawal period?            

The answers to these questions are 
nothing more than literate assumptions, 

therefore, to have accurate presupposi-
tions there is need to analyze empirical 
evidences. There is no denial of the fact 
that in the aftermath of US withdrawal the 
Taliban are marching on and there area 
of influence is constantly increasing. Fig 
1 and Fig 2 provide a comparison in this 
regard. Unexpectedly, in some areas Tali-
ban were welcomed by the locals perhaps 
due to the fear or with hope that after get-
ting over with the brutal foreign occupa-
tion they will get sigh of relief in upcom-
ing local regime. However, the ideology 
propagated by Taliban and there strategy 
of implementation is point of concern for 
international community and the locals 
as well. On the other hand there were 
episodes in which the Afghan soldiers 
ran away from the battleground showing 
the prepared weakness and low morale. 
These empirical evidences lead me to pre-
dict that the law and order situation of Af-
ghanistan is going to be the biggest threat 
to regional security in the coming years. 
Moreover, refugee influx, drugs, illegal 
weaponization, transnational extremism 
and terrorism and spillover effect of the 
Afghan turmoil will affect the region.    

From the perspective of the US Af-
ghan war was perhaps the most costly 
war owing to the complexity, duration and 
geographical remoteness. However, the 
logical question here is that   why despite 
of having the regional interests in form of 
containment of China, US left Afghanistan 
at this point of time? 

 PAKISTAN 
IN THE 

LAST TWO 
DECADES 

HAS 
SACRIFICED 

MUCH IN 
CONTEXT 

OF THE 
GLOBAL 
WAR ON 
TERROR

Afghanistan: 
A Chess Board of New Great Power Politics 
and its Implications for Pakistan



   August  2021    Melange  | 35 

Diplomatica

There could be three rationale be-
hind this: firstly, the US has realized the fact 
that with this level of military overstretch-
ing and foreign engagements the US cannot 
solve its domestic weaknesses, therefore, to 
compete China it needs to reduce the mili-
tary overstretching. . Second rationale may 
be – the US wants China to get involved in 
Afghan turmoil to divert its attention from 
“constructive engagement” to turmoil 
management or in extreme case it desires 
Chinese military boots on Afghan ground. 
Finally, the US and status quo powers might 
have left intentional vacuum to provide 
space to the proxy elements to create chaos 
in the region. These proxies could be used 
as an instrument against China when re-
quired. Beside this sudden withdrawal of 
India and western consulates also left many 
unanswered questions. On one side NATO 
and western alliances alongwith the US are 
directly targeting China, while on the other 
hand they are leaving the regional space for 
it. Does it indicate the probability of guerril-
la or sub-conventional warfare against Chi-
na using Afghan soil? 

As far as the question of intra-Afghan 
conflict is concerned, that is inevitable ow-
ing to three reasons. Firstly, it is in the very 
nature of Afghans to fight for their land and 
they do not let their land go to the oppo-
nent, therefore, northern alliance will never 
let Taliban hold their land and vice versa. 
Secondly, all the major regional and global 
power have designed their interests in Af-
ghanistan, therefore, they will support and 
promote their preferred group by providing 
them weapons and financial aid. Besides 
there is no apparent possibility of the pow-
er sharing mechanism as Taliban have more 
power and they are getting their objectives 
by practicing their military power why 
would they share power with anyone else?  

If we zoom in lens to Pakistan, most 
of bordering areas are either contested or 
under Taliban control. This has left Paki-

stan with multi-faceted challenges as on 
one hand it would have to fight the spillover 
effect owing to the porous nature of the bor-
der in form of refugee influx, drugs, illegal 
weapon. While on the other hand it has to 
justify its policies internally and externally. 
On internal front if Pakistan legitimizes the 
Taliban lead government, it will raise ques-
tions on internal operations being conduct-
ed against TTP and its segments, whereas, 
if it does not recognizes the Taliban regime, 
is it ready to bear the consequences? The 
answer obviously is no – because being eco-
nomically weak – having vicious rival on the 
eastern border it cannot open a new war 
front on western border. In this context, the 
situation for Pakistan is quite tricky where 
it has to find a middle way that satisfies the 
internal segments regarding rationalization 
of operations against terrorists without 
having confrontation with western regime. 
Externally, it is again a complicated situation 
for Pakistan – some international actors be-
lieved Pakistan’s intelligence agencies have 
influence on Taliban and it can guarantee 
peace in Afghanistan. While in reality, Paki-

stan is a facilitator not a guarantor of peace 
in Afghanistan. This misperception can 
bring criticism for Pakistan alongwith info 
warfare. 

Now, from perspective of Pakistan it is 
indispensable to tell our people and inter-
national community to analyze the things 
in current space and time. To indulge in war 
on terror was a strategic compulsion of Pa-
kistan because of four fundamental reasons. 
Firstly, Pakistan was told “You are either 
with us, or with the terrorists”. Secondly, Pa-
kistan was under the immense pressure of 
international community and international 
law as terrorism was declared global war - 
being part of international community and 
UN it was its responsibility to become part 
of global agenda. Thirdly, we did not have 
any other option at that time as the US was 
the only ally Pakistan had because it was 
providing military and economic aid to Pa-
kistan. Finally, Pakistan was under the inter-
national debt and political trap. Now, the sit-
uation is different where we can opt for the 
choices by analyzing and re-analyzing the 
national interests. It is high time to utilize 
existing bilateral and multilateral relations 
to develop a regional framework to reduce 
extra regional influence.

The transformation in Indian influ-
enced regime and military institutions pro-
vide an opportunity to other regional states - 
engage various power centers in Afghanistan, 
therefore, leading to formation of a neutral Af-
ghan lead government and institutions. Paki-
stan being the immediate neighbour needs to 
continue its role of facilitator without getting 
involve in internal matters of Afghanistan Pa-
kistan’s policy of “Afghan – led, Afghan-owned 
peace process” in this regard is really perti-
nent. Pakistan in last two decades has sacri-
ficed a lot in context of global war on terror. 
Now, there is no “No-GO AREA in Pakistan” 
and FATA has been merged in the mainstream, 

therefore, it cannot 
afford to go back to 
the vicious circle of 
extremism and ter-
rorism. Pakistan be-
ing cognizant of the 
challenges needs to 
formulate Afghan 
policy by taking all 
the stakeholders in 
confidence. Paki-
stan has done a lot 
for Afghanistan and 
Afghanis in the past, 
however, this time 
it should ensure its 
national interests 
prior to anything 
else.    
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akistan’s bilateral relations with 
Uzbekistan has been further 
strengthened during recent 
times because of the improved 

political understanding as well as  prog-
ress in bilateral trade along with impres-
sive growth of tourism industry and the 
last but not the least combined efforts for 
establishment of peace and coherence in 
the region. In 1991, after Uzbekistan’s in-
dependence from USSR, Pakistan was one 
of the first few countries to recognize Uz-
bekistan and ever since both nations have 
extended their area of collaboration in the 
economic, cultural and diplomatic ranges. 
Both countries are members of numerous 
international and regional platforms such 
as the United Nations (UN), Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO), Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and 
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC). 
Along with this, both nations also have 
strong connections through the combined 
ministerial meetings held on regular basis.  
Central Asia in common and Uzbekistan in 
precise is a significant link once we look 
at the historical perspectives of the world 
while having a glimpse of the modern ci-
vilisations with its own glory and fascina-
tion, heritage and traditions. The region, 
what we now called as Uzbekistan has a 
history of thousands years of effort of great 
and creative scholars who spent their lives 
working and discovering what today’s 

contemporary science, medicine and oth-
er fields have taken aspirations from. This 
particular region has continued to be the 
hub of world’s trade and industry because 
of the great Silk Road. It also makes this 
region a place of excellence for travelers 
from across the globe. The great route was 
also the cause behind canvassing new ide-
ologies, arts, crafts, traditions, principles, 
cookeries and skills. Uzbekistan is one of 
a landlocked country along with other five 
landlocked Central Asian nations.  Uzbeki-
stan is an agriculture-based economy but 
the country is also gifted with huge natu-
ral resources like rich reservoirs of gold, 
minerals and natural gas. The country also 
makes countless sums of foreign exchange 
through exporting these natural resources. 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan have diplomatic 
relations since more than 25 years but the 
profound historical roots further augment-
ed these ties. These relations were further 
strengthen over the years because of the 
religious and cultural similarities. Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan are situated in a region 
of unlimited geo strategic prominence. 
Collaboration between the two distant 
neighbors is noteworthy for the political 
and economic comfort of the whole region. 
Establishment of the relations between 
both dates back to the time when both 
states open their first diplomatic missions 
in each state after the independence of 
Uzbekistan. The trade potential between 

Pakistan and Uzbekistan is immense; 
however, the trade between both nations 
remained nominal. When it comes to Pa-
kistan’s exports to Uzbekistan, the country 
exports textile, sports goods, vegetables, 
pharmaceuticals, and photography equip-
ment to Uzbekistan while consuming its 
export potential of $9.14 million. While Uz-
bekistan exports cotton, plastics, salts and 
earthly stones, chemicals and fertilizers to 
Pakistan but over the period the exports 
volume has fallen considerably. The trade 
volume between both countries was $24.7 
million in 2007 and $3.22 million in 2016. 
Fortunately, trade volume in recent years 
again increased. In 2019 trade revenue 
of Uzbekistan with Pakistan touched the 
amount of more than 122 million dollars. 
In 2018, the trade volume was 98 million 
dollars whereas in 2017 it was just 36.6 
million.

On the other hand, in the contempo-
rary scenario with the encouraging devel-
opments of the China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), QTTA and BRI, there is 
an opportunity for both countries to fur-
ther upsurge their trade volumes. Anoth-
er development is which can prove to be 
more fruitful with its execution is Uzbeki-
stan’s membership of the Quadrilateral 
Tariff and Trade Agreement (QTTA) and 
once the country will be part of it, the 
volume of bilateral trade is anticipated to 
reach up to $1billion in the next five year

Pak-Uzbek 
Dynamic Relations
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On the other hand, in the contem-

porary scenario with the encouraging 
developments of the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), QTTA and 
BRI, there is an opportunity for both 
countries to further upsurge their 
trade volumes. Another development 
is which can prove to be more fruitful 
with its execution is Uzbekistan’s mem-
bership of the Quadrilateral Tariff and 
Trade Agreement (QTTA) and once the 
country will be part of it, the volume of 
bilateral trade is anticipated to reach 
up to $1billion in the next five year 

The purpose of this initiative is 
to introduce the new technologies in 
the field of agriculture in Pakistan. It 
will prove to be a great initiative since 
Pakistan is struggling to improve the 
per-acre yield of the cotton in pres-
ence old technologies and techniques. 
Uzbekistan being the chief cotton pro-
ducing country owns high valued and 
mechanized agriculture machinery. 
This machinery and agriculture tech-
niques can be beneficial for the farmers 
in Pakistan in order to improve their 
productivity. Uzbekistan and Pakistan 
have a large economic potential that 
can expose extensive range of oppor-
tunities for jointly beneficial 
collaboration. Trans-Afghan 
Railway Line Project, decided 
between Pakistan, Uzbekistan 
and Afghanistan would alter 
the geo-economic dynamics of 
the whole Central Asian region. 
The project would be the initial 
step in connecting the Central 
Asian transport network with 
Pakistani seaports of Gwadar, 
Karachi and Bin Qasim. In April 
this year, Prime Minister Imran 
khan in a virtual meeting with 
Uzbekistan President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, emphasized on the 
significance of improving polit-
ical and diplomatic connections 
along with fast tracking trade 
and economic collaboration. 
He also stressed on the need of 
guaranteeing early finalisation 
of the Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA) and Transit Trade 
Agreement (TTA). Both sides 
also agreed to increase securi-
ty and defence assistance, and 
taking steps to extend joint collabora-
tion in the fields of education, culture 
and tourism. Therefore, the importance 
of rail, road and air connectivity cannot 
be sidelined.  There is enormous po-
tential existed in varied fields to build 
an extended and mutually beneficial 
partnership. The economic and securi-

ty paradigm of Pakistan is changing as 
the focus is shifting towards geo-eco-
nomics. In May this year, Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan transit trade and export 
of goods to Pakistan through Afghan-
istan initiative was launched. In this 
regard, an Uzbek cargo truck traversed 
the Afghan transit course in two days 
and reached the Torkham checkpoint 
in Peshawar on May 11. After the con-
clusion of customs clearance, the truck 
reached the importer in Faisalabad. Ac-
cording to a press release from Ministry 
of Commerce, the Embassy of Uzbeki-
stan in Pakistan together with Pakistani 
transport company, Best Trans Pvt. Ltd., 
and Uzbek freight forwarding company, 
Asad Trans, for the first time executed 
pilot trans-Afghan logistics project for 
the direct distribution of Uzbek export 
goods to Pakistan through the region 
of Afghanistan. The project has been 
launched as a combined initiative for di-
rect delivery through Afghanistan of Uz-
bek goods to Pakistani cities according 
to the supplier’s warehouse and import-
er’s warehouse scheme. Uzbekistan has 
announced many advanced and contem-
porary concepts for tourism industry 
mostly about ecotourism, geo-tourism 

as well as health and cultural areas. It 
has also executed a project on reinstate-
ment of objects of cultural heritage, con-
struction and reconstruction of tourist 
facilities, the expansion of new routes 
of ancient monuments and scenic plac-
es. Tourism cooperation has been aug-
mented between the two sides. Uzbek 

ambassador in Pakistan has introduced 
new concept of “religious diplomacy” 
which has attained great success as the 
number of tourists from Pakistan has 
been increased. Uzbek economy is on a 
rising trajectory. The Government of Uz-
bekistan established Special Economic 
Zones. These zones are paying positive-
ly to the economic development of the 
country. The government of Pakistan 
also established special economic zones 
at the CPEC route. The Pakistani busi-
ness community could acquire from the 
Uzbek’s experience about the formation 
and working of Economic Zones. The 
development of economic zones can ap-
peal Uzbeks investment. Pakistan wish-
es to forge faster ties with Uzbekistan 
and other CARs in areas of trade, in-
vestment, energy and people-to-people 
interactions in which CPEC will play an 
imperative role. Uzbekistan is a perfect 
match for BRI in Pakistan because of 
its crucial location for a logistic hub in 
Central Asia. Linking Gwadar to Central 
Asia as an organic expansion of BRI, and 
as a venture into revealing the econom-
ic potential of Uzbekistan, Tajikistan 

and Kyrgyzstan. The growth of Gwadar 
port and the CPEC project is an excel-
lent chance to modify the destiny of the 
region as Pakistan could offer a channel 
between Central Asia, South Asian, the 
ECO (Economic Cooperation Organi-
zation) and the EU (European Union) 
countries.
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akistan has a coastline of about 
700 kilometer. There are two 
crucial ports, Karachi Port and 
Gwadar Port. Karachi is located 

on the eastern coast near the Indian side 
whereas Gwadar is located on the west, 
near the Iranian side of the Middle East. 
Gwadar Port has a very vital geostrategic 
location in the region, as it is situated near 
the noteworthy sea trade routes, while giv-
ing a strait route to Africa, Europe via the 
Red Sea, the Passage of Hormuz, and the 
Persian Gulf to East Asia and the Pacific. 
The progress of Gwadar Port perceived by 
many as the flagship project of China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) under 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is widely 
applauded by countries across the Arabian 
Sea for its smooth and well-organized oper-
ationalization. The growth of Gwadar Port 
is rebalancing the regional geo economic 
symmetry as it has begun addressing the 
economic challenges of Pakistan as well as 
revamping the regional economic perspec-
tives by producing the advantageous envi-
ronment of comprehensive collaboration 
via new trade routes in order to connect 
with the other parts of the world. All credit 
goes to the development of Gwadar Port for 
boosting the cooperation with the regional 
countries. This further provide a chance to 
coordinate about the economic strategies 
and work together for their accomplish-
ment. It is very much evident that the im-
pacts of development of Gwadar port are 
not merely confined to China and Pakistan 
but has the potential to alter the regional 
economic environment, as well as mark 
its print on the inclusive future global dy-
namics of trade and economic associations 
among various countries.

The development of the port under 
CPEC based on joint consultations and 
multi-dimensional benefits is in the inter-
est of the region that is also reflecting the 
mutual principles and pursuit of regional 
advancement, peace and development.

Gwadar port would suitably link three 
regions of Central Asia, South Asia and Mid-
dle East. This regional connectivity would 
bring resources of Central Asian Republics 
(CARs) in access for trade that includes 
minerals, hydrocarbons, oil and gas.  It will 
also promote tourism besides enticing for-
eign investment. It is also estimated that 
through Gwadar port CPEC would create 
transit revenue of US$ 70 billion per an-
num. Special Economic Zones would gener-
ate enormous employment opportunities. 
Subsequently, the augmented trade and 
commerce undertakings, mainly in Balu-
chistan province, would usher in an era of 
financial prosperity of Pakistan as well as 
the whole region. Additionally, the port en-
hances the strategic advantage of Pakistan, 
as it would support Pakistan to screen the 
Sea Lines Communications (SLOCs) initiat-
ing from the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz. Then, the oil sea routes and trade 
links of South Asia, Central Asia, Africa and 
Middle East would also be in control. Being 
the leading part of the globe, Asia encom-
passes a number of landlocked countries 
whose entree to sea via their own land 
routes is very costly. Such countries look 
for the shortest conceivable routes to carry 
out economical international trade. Eastern 
seaport Shanghai in China is 4500km from 
Kashgar while Gwadar port is hardly 28 
km from Kashgar. So, through CPEC China 
stands associated to the adjacent Gwadar 
port.
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Being the largest part of the globe, 
Asia comprises a number of landlocked 
countries whose access to sea via their 
own land routes is very expensive. Such 
countries look for the shortest possible 
routes to carry out cheaper internation-
al trade. As we know, eastern seaport 
Shanghai in China is 4500km from Kash-
gar while Gwadar port is barely 28 km 
from Kashgar. Therefore, through CPEC 
China stands connected to the nearest 
Gwadar port. This route has also provid-
ed effective approachability to the land-
locked Afghanistan and Central Asia for 
the purpose of marine trade. Alternative 
route of Gwadar port has an evident and 
affordable strategic advantage to China 
in situations of any barricade of Chinese 
trade in the Strait of Malacca. Here it 
also important to mention that 60% of 
Chinese oil imports are from the Middle 
East therefore the existence of Gwadar 
port decreases the marine 
distance from 16000 km 
to 5000 km and the time 
from 45 days to 10 days. 
No doubt, Gwadar port is 
designed to play a vigorous 
role in regional connectivity, 
development of global trade 
and commerce, as well as 
the economic prosperity of 
Pakistan and the whole re-
gion.  It is also unjustified 
to talk about any competi-
tion between Gwadar and 
Chahbahar ports. In fact, 
Gwadar port complements 
to Chahbahar for having capability to 
handle heavy shipments due to its deep 
sea. Iran itself anticipates joining CPEC. 
For Pakistan, Gwadar’s industrial free 
trade zone is possibly the economic in-
strument that can augment its economy. 
The 923-hectare zone will be a progres-
sive outlet that will be advantageous for 
countries of South Asia, Central Asia, 
and the Middle East. Recently, PM Im-
ran Khan executed the groundbreaking 
of phase two of the Gwadar Free Zone 
(GFZ) and launched many development 
and infrastructure projects. These proj-
ects included construction of Gwadar 
Fertiliser Plant, Gwadar Animal Vaccine 
Plant, Henan Agricultural Industrial 
Park, Hengmei Lubricants Plant, Gwa-
dar Free Zone Phase 2 and Gwadar Expo 
Centre. Because of the Gwadar port, 
Pakistan can also urge Middle East-
ern countries to capitalize in the South 
Asian country, particularly in the fields 
of oil, refinery and associated sectors. 
It will be a win-win proposal, which 
will be beneficial for the whole region. 
Currently, Saudi Arabia is the chief oil 

contractor to China and Kuwait features 
among top eight oil sellers to China. By 
instituting a refinery and other facilities 
in Pakistan, both Saudi Arabia and Ku-
wait can augment their revenue mar-
gins. It will also generate prospects for 
Pakistan to grow the refinery and con-
nected business. China will be profiting 
from importing oil and other products 
at a lesser cost and through a safe route. 
Briefly, the investment from ASEAN and 
Middle Eastern countries will benefit 
Pakistan on numerous fronts and these 
countries will be benefitted in the same 
way.  China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is an exclusive project to incor-
porate with regional economies. It has 
become a center of trade and manufac-
turing after the development of Gwa-
dar Port. Evolving opportunities with 
expeditions such as extensive roads, 
railways, ports and energy infrastruc-

ture, CPEC is the real game changer in 
the background of regional geo-eco-
nomic and political veracities. In short, 
CPEC has attractive possibilities for 
investment developing from economic 
collaboration between the two grow-
ing powers of Asia. CPEC is the massive 
land and sea project, which could total-
ly alter the geopolitical and strategic 
scene of Asia. Gwadar being the central 
point of the project has immense poten-
tial to reform the economic outlook of 
the region. Without any doubt, CPEC as 
a whole and Gwadar in particular could 
be beneficial for millions of people in 
the region. This is because as the proj-
ect it could increase economic activities 
in the whole region. This can be done by 
boosting trade connections, improve-
ment and enhancement of technical col-
laboration, creation of new job vacan-
cies and by fastening the sociocultural 
connection amongst the people in the 
region. All these initiatives can resulted 
in an economic revolution, which will 
bring a successful transformation of the 
future of the regional state. Gwadar is a 

hub to unite all the regional players by 
providing them an opportunity of mak-
ing the region an integrated one, which 
is why Gwadar is of greater political 
and economic value. The Central Asian 
countries are geographically situated 
in Eurasia and deliver exclusive advan-
tages as a primary transport route. Be-
cause of their important geostrategic lo-
cation and their rich oil and gas wealth, 
all international states, including China 
and Pakistan, want closer collaboration 
with main reservoirs in Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan and Kazajistan. All these five 
countries aim to enter the sea and ex-
pand the energy sources that can only 
be attained through the CPEC initiative 
and Gwadar is the focal point. The CPEC 
project wills also bringing many op-
portunities for the CARs economically.  

Pakistan will facilitate the 
transport by transit trading 
and pipeline routes of its 
natural energy resources by 
CARs, and its products may 
be exported to the Middle 
East and to European coun-
tries through Gwadar port 
easily. Once all activities will 
be operational, landlocked 
CARs can take significant ad-
vantage from this route of ac-
cess to international markets 
and the global community. 
China is part of numerous 
infrastructure projects in 

the Gwadar deep-water seaport. It has 
signed a long-term lease for manage-
ment of this port. This widespread and 
long-term connection will permit China 
to use Gwadar as a supply and mainte-
nance facility for its naval possessions. 
Additionally, the connection of Gwadar 
to the CPEC network will augment Chi-
na’s ability to transport goods from this 
route.  Linking CPEC via Gwadar to re-
gional countries could be an incremen-
tal procedure, starting with Afghani-
stan. Moreover, the destinies of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan are knotted due to his-
torical and cultural links. Recently, the 
CPEC Authority chairman Lt-Gen (retd) 
Asim Saleem Bajwa revealed that, “The 
Ramadan-Gabd crossing point near 
Gwadar is active and fully functional 
now, fencing work with Pakistan-Iran 
border is going on rapidly and new bor-
der markets are being established at the 
crossing points”. In short, Gwadar is not 
only the point of connection for region-
al countries but it will further enhance 
their connectivity with the other parts 
of the world. 



40 | Melange   August  2021

 MARITIME 
SILK ROAD 
INITIATIVE 

IS OFFERING 
IMMENSE 

OPPORTUNITIES 
ESPECIALLY 

TO THE 
DEVELOPING 

COUNTRIES TO 
DEVELOP AND 
STRENGTHEN 
THEIR WEAK 
ECONOMIES

he twenty-first century is consid-
ered as a century of Blue Econ-
omy, and the blue economy is 
also included in the 14 Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs). 

Several initiatives and plans are being laid 
down across the globe to enhance “Blue 
Growth”. Unlike other countries, China 
unveiled a unique and broader concept of 
economic connectivity and maritime co-
operation through its Maritime Silk Road 
Initiative (MSRI) in 2013. This initiative 
will not only help the developing states to 
develop their economies but also have sig-
nificant impact on the Blue Growth of par-
ticipating countries.

The MSRI aims to develop infrastruc-
ture and enhance maritime cooperation 
across East Africa, Indian Ocean, Oceania, 
and Southeast Asia. Three “Blue Economic 
Passages” are part of this initiative; Chi-
na-Indian Ocean-Africa-Mediterranean 
Sea Blue Economic Passage, China-Ocea-
nia-South Pacific Blue Economic Passage, 
and China’s connection with Europe via 
Arctic Ocean. In its initial phase, China is in-
vesting in infrastructure development, en-
ergy sectors and particularly construction 
of ports of geographically important states 
in Indian Ocean. There are several objec-
tives of MSRI, but here the focus is on eco-
nomic objectives. The challenges to these 
certain objectives are also part of analysis. 

For China, the MSRI’s core goal is to 
enhance economic growth of China by in-
creasing exports through the 21st Century 
Maritime Silk Road. The Chinese govern-
ment is of the view that the increased Chi-
nese foreign direct investment (FDI), the 
reduction of non-tariff and tariff barriers, 
opening of new markets, the vertical inte-
gration of trading activities, the construc-
tion of industrial parks, trade zones, Spe-
cial Economic Zones (SEZs) and reduction 
in transportation costs will boost the Chi-
nese exports and also result in the expo-

nential growth of participating countries in 
the initiative.   

Furthermore, MSRI will provide a 
foundation to increase exports of China. 
The networks of people, services and cap-
ital will be energized by MSRI that are keys 
to economic exchange. The investment in 
the development of hard infrastructure has 
already also increased the opportunities of 
sale and services for the China based firms. 
Moreover, MSRI is offering several profit-
able ways to use huge foreign currency re-
serves. For instance, the money will go to fi-
nancial institutions of China like CDB, AIIB, 
and SRF which in turn will lend money for 
the projects of MSRI. These institutions will 
earn from the given loans, and interestingly 
the MSRI will also contribute to the efforts 
to Internationalize RMB as the companies 
and countries involved in MSRI are expect-
ed to use RMB for swaps, debt issuances, 
trade pricing, trade financing, currency 
speculation, and investment to reduce the 
costs of transaction.  

Maritime Silk Road Initiative (MSRI): 
Economic Objectives & Challenges
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Chinese private companies also view 
MSRI as source of new opportunities to 
expand their businesses. They are of the 
opinion that it will enlarge the existing 
markets and open new markets for their 
products and services.  Adding more to it, 
MSRI will further ease the access to the 
production unties, and also enhance the 
ability of the companies to diversity and 
expand the client base. It will also offer 
them new opportunities for joint ventures 
overseas. Moreover, the Chinese firms can 
build regional production bases that will 
exponentially boost their profit margins. 

For instance, Alibaba, Chinese based 
company, has plans to build a cross-bor-
der e-commerce platform that will 
involve financial services, logis-
tics, and customs clearance 
services to promote trade 
across the Maritime Silk 
Road. The IZP Technolo-
gies is also aiming to de-
velop transnational clear-
ing and payment systems, 
and dual-currency credit 
cards that will help to finance 
medium and small enterprises 
and also in building strong region-
al marketing networks.  

Moreover, a state-owned railway 
company considers MSRI as a source of 
great opportunities in terms of building 
light-rail systems and trunk, selling trains, 
and setting up regional manufacturing 
units. The leadership of a Chinese food 
giant, COFCO, is of the opinion that the 
MSRI will provide them the opportunities 
to build agricultural product supply chains 
across the Maritime Silk Road. It is perti-
nent to mention that many participants of 
MSRI have been facing economic problems 
that also include shortage of capital, poor 
economic connectivity with neighbouring 
countries and lack of markets. The MSRI 

can help these countries to develop their 
economies as it can sort out these prob-
lems. The leading country of MSRI, China, 
is offering a huge market especially for raw 
materials. In addition, China has pledged 
to invest billions of dollars in the MSRI 
participants that can resolve the issue of 
shortage of capital. These investments 
will result in multiple positive outcomes. 
For example, China’s investment in pow-
er infrastructure of Pakistan has not only 
boosted the energy capacity of Pakistan 
but also enhanced the industrial capacity, 
and this enhanced capacity will eventual-
ly in- crease the 

eco-
nomic growth and potential for 
exports of Pakistan. This is a win-win situ-
ation for China too as China will also earn 
more by lending money to the countries 
and gain new opportunities to strengthen 
its economy.  

Apart from the economic opportuni-
ties, MSRI will also be facing serious chal-
lenges. It will be immensely challenging to 
realize China’s MSRI. It could not be other-
wise given the MSRI’s size, the number of 
massive infrastructure projects involved, 
and variation in regional financial, logis-
tics, and transportation systems. Further-
more, the MSRI will have to develop in an 
environment that lacks solid, extant infra-
structure and legal institutions. On top of 
this, the future of the MSRI will be closely 
linked to the economic situation in China 
and other countries. Regarding economics, 
it remains uncertain if all the MSRI’s infra-
structure projects make economic sense, 
with some, for example, expressing doubt 
if train-based systems really are more cost 
effective than ships.

A major economic issue is that the 
MSRI has little chance of reaching its full 
potential unless India enthusiastically par-
ticipates. Yet almost all the contributors to 
this volume seem sceptical this will hap-
pen because the Chinese MSRI is posing 
challenges for Indian ambitions vis-à-vis 
Indian Ocean. Power, military, economic, 
prestige, and identity considerations and 

China’s close relations with Pakistan, cou-
pled with the way China has gone about 
promoting the MSRI, have made India 
quite cautious about the project. Indeed, 
Delhi has been adopting various measures 
that directly or indirectly counter or slow 
the MSRI. Examples include building better 
relations with MSRI countries such as the 
Maldives and Sri Lanka and active involve-
ment in their domestic politics, launch-
ing an Indian MSRI “equivalent” (Project 
Mausam), seeking better ties with extra-re-
gional powers like Japan, and building up 
its own naval capabilities, and so on. Even if 

the Indian government was on board, In-
dian political parties have expressed 

strong, uniform concern about the 
project.  Moreover, the Indian 

strategic community has been 
voicing alarmist sentiments 
about the end goals of China’s 
MSRI, deeming it a scheme to 
balance against India, estab-

lish a “string of pearls” (bases) 
that would allow it to dominate 

the Indian Ocean and trade across 
it, and “cement Chinese influence in its 

near and extended neighbourhood at the 
exclusion of other significant actors such 
as the US, Japan, Russia, and India.” 

One of the largest challenges being 
faced by China with respect to the suc-
cessful implementation of the MSRI will be 
the actions of Chinese businesses, which 
often lack adequate knowledge of the cul-
tural, social, and environmental contexts 
in which they will operate abroad, do not 
understand the political and credit risks 
they face, and are ignorant about foreign 
bureaucracies, legal mechanisms, and 
regulatory procedures, as well as local 
partners. These defects plus each firm’s 
own self-interests can cause businesses 
to take actions that diminish the appeal 
of the MSRI, disrupt efforts to complete 
projects, and waste financial resources. 
Ensuring Chinese companies behave in 
accordance with Beijing’s wishes will not 
be easy as they will be operating far away 
from Beijing. In conclusion, it can be said 
that despite the challenges, Maritime Silk 
Road Initiative is offering immense oppor-
tunities especially to the developing coun-
tries to develop and strengthen their weak 
economies. It is a win-win situation for all 
states that are part of MSRI as it will devel-
op their hard infrastructure, and also mit-
igate their major economic problems. On 
the other hand, it will not only help China 
to earn more money by using its massive 
foreign currency reserves but also open 
new opportunities to further strengthen 
its economy.   
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uaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah was undoubtedly one of the 
greatest leaders of the 20th cen-
tury who led the Muslims of the 

sub-continent. Quaid-i-Azam was gifted with 
exceptional qualities of leadership, integrity, 
determination, and an unconquerable will to 
achieve. He defied the mighty hostile forces 
that had joined hands to deprive the Muslims 
of the sub-continent of their political rights 
and liberties. Through his charismatic leader-
ship and statesmanship, he led the Muslims of 
India to the great goal of independence from 
the British rule and Congress dominance. He 
united a people into a nation under the flag of 
All India Muslim League. He showed the pow-
er of “faith, unity, and discipline” throughout 
the Independence Movement. 

Quaid-e-Azam firmly believed in de-
mocracy and constitutionalism. Addressing 
the All-India Muslim League session, in 1916, 
he said, “There are no people in the world 
who are more democratic even in their reli-
gion than the Musalmans.” Even during the 
independence movement, he followed con-
stitutional and legal ways to win the freedom. 
He displayed through elections, held in 1946, 
that the All-India Muslim League was the only 
representative party of the Muslims of India. 
Thus, he practically showed that the will of 
the people “is most important for governing 
the country and achieving the milestones of 

prosperity”. Quaid-e-Azam advanced for the 
creation of unity integral to an Islamic welfare 
state in line with his vision. 

Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
had a clear concept of constitutional, civil and 
political rights for democracy in Pakistan. 
He assured that the constitution of Pakistan 
would be framed by the elected assembly. He 
envisaged a free, progressive, humane and 
modern Pakistan ruled by justice irrespective 
of religion, colour or caste where everybody 
would be equal before law. Immediately after 
the creation of Pakistan in 1947, there was the 

bigger task ahead of him to lay the foundations 
of this new country. Jinnah knew well that the 
areas which were to form Pakistan had no 
industrial base and were economically back-
ward. Therefore, as early as December 1943, 
he had a comprehensive Five-Year Program 
drawn up for the economic and social uplift of 
the proposed Muslim State. He rightly regard-
ed industrial and economic development as a 
prerequisite for preserving the cohesion and 
freedom of this newly found nation. 

Moreover, the Quaid had a vision of a 
strong Pakistan that is self-sufficient and a pro-
gressive economy in order to become part of 
the developed nations of the world. To achieve 
this goal, the Quaid consulted Muslim experts 
on the economy. At the Quaid’s behest, Mo-
hammad Ali Habib, a leading banker, analyzed 
the rapid industrialization of Pakistan. He 
made a number of suggestions for the printing 
as well as fiduciary issues of the Pakistan cur-
rency, division of the Reserve Bank of India’s 
assets and liabilities and useful employment 
of refugees. The Quaid further recommend-
ed that a government should borrow only for 
financing public enterprises which were pro-

ductive, such as canals, railways, steal and ce-
ment plants, and minimizing current account 
deficits. 

It is pertinent to mention that Quaid-i-
Azam stressed that “Our planning commit-
tee chalks out an economic system; it will be 
based upon the teachings of Quran”. His vision 
for the economy was as follows: “We must 
work for our destiny in our own way and pres-
ent to the world an economic system based on 
true Islamic concepts of equality and social 
justice. We will thereby by fulfilling our mis-
sion as Muslims and giving to humanity the 
message of peace which alone can save it and 
secure the welfare, happiness and prosperity 
of mankind”. 

While addressing the students of Isla-
mia College, Peshawar on 12th April 1948, the 
Quaid said: “The success of our achievements 
will depend upon our faith, unity and disci-
pline not only in ourselves but in Allah who de-
termines the destinies of people and nations.” 

Overtime the Muslims of India thought 
through the mind of the Quaid, looked 
through the eyes of the Quaid, felt through the 
heart of the Quaid. The Quaid not only created 
Pakistan but was the embodiment of Pakistan. 
An incredible and inspirational man he stood 
against all odds to fulfill the dream of millions 
of Muslims for a separate homeland — to 
what is known today as the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PAYING TRIBUTE TO 
FATHER OF THE FATHER OF THE 
NATIONNATION
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ladimir Putin is Russia’s lon-
gest-serving leader since Joseph 
Stalin and perhaps the strongest 
one as well. On August 9, 1999, he 

was appointed acting prime minister by then 
President Boris Yeltsin. He has been in office as 
president or prime minister ever since, a pe-
riod spanning more than two decades. Vladi-
mir Putin was born on October 7, 1952 into a 
working-class family in Leningrad, now called 
Saint Petersburg. Putin revealed in his biog-
raphy section of the Kremlin’s website that, “I 
come from an ordinary family, and this is how 
I lived for a long time, nearly my whole life. I 
lived as an average, normal person and I have 
always maintained that connection”. Vladi-
mir Vladimirovich Putin was raised in shared 
housing as an only child after his two brothers 
died in childhood, one at birth and one during 
the 900-day Nazi siege. As a teen, Vladimir 
attended a school which was tend to be pop-
ular for Leningrad’s most intelligent students, 
where he developed an interest in martial 
arts . Later he attended Leningrad State Uni-
versity to study civil law. In 1974, He became 
Leningrad’s judo champion the year before he 
graduated, and was offered a job with the KGB 
when he completed his education. He was 
trained in Moscow. He studied languages and 
earned a judo black belt.  In 1985, he was sent 
to East Germany as a spy to fulfill his duties. 
In 1989, after the downfall of the Berlin Wall 
he returned home and took on a job at his old 
university along with his intelligence work, 
and became reacquainted with his former law 
professor Anatoly A Sobchak, chairperson of 

the city council. Several politicians described 
Vladimir Putin as a “determined, young man 
at that time. To peruse his political career, he 
quit the KGB. In 1996, when Sobchak lost a 
re-election campaign, Vladimir was asked to 
join President Boris Yeltsin’s administration at 
the Kremlin before being chosen to head Fed-
eral Security Service (the successor to KGB) in 
1998. On August 9, 1999, Yeltsin named him 
as prime minister. Though Vladimir, the fifth 
to take the position in a year and a half, didn’t 
imagine to last long, four months later Pres-
ident Yeltsin resigned and named his prime 
minister as replacement. Under the Russian 
constitution, open elections were to be held 
after three months and Putin was  the favou-
rite to win. It came as no astonishment that he 
rejected to debate and said that he would not 
run campaign to sell 
himself. He stated 
that”People in the 
executive should 
prove their worth 
by concrete deeds 
and not advertising. 
Advertising is all 
about what is best, 
Tampax or Snick-
ers. I’m not going 
to occupy myself 
with that.” His wife 
Lyudmila and his 
two teen daughters, 
Katya and Maria 
supported his elec-
tion campaign and it 

worked out. In late March in 2000, Putin won 
first presidential election. He was re-elected in 
2004. In 2008, Putin stepped down at the end 
of his second term as constitutionally obliga-
tion handing influence to Dmitry Medvedev. 
He became prime minister. In May 2012, Putin 
resumed as president amid exceptional oppo-
sition objections. In March 2014, Russia seized 
the Ukrainian peninsula of Crimea, flashing the 
poorest diplomatic crisis between Russia and 
the West since the Cold War. In March, 2018 
Putin was re-elected president for a fourth 
term. Under Putin, Russia has developed as a 
centralized state and has returned as a global 
player, competing with the United States for 
power and line up itself with China in order to 
try to make a post-West global order. In 2000, 
Russia was a pluralist but financially strug-
gling state that had mainly withdrawn from 
global ambitions. Putin was strongminded to 
reinstate Russia to its fair role, as he saw it as a 
great power. It is indisputable that under Putin 
Russia reinstated actual sovereignty. The quick 
growth of oil prices in the 2000s permitted the 
country to make the change to economic de-
velopment on the new capitalist foundation 
shaped in the 1990s and free itself from exte-
rior financial dependence. The nationalization 
is a noteworthy part of Russia’s oil industry in 
the mid-2000s shaped a basis for a synchro-
nized energy policy. The armed forces reforms 
also carried out in the first half of the 2010s. 
Steady support for Putin from the majority 
of the population safeguarded the system’s 
constancy, while the power vertical delivered 
a mechanism for the president to use his polit-
ical will. It is similarly clear that at the outset of 
the 21st century Russia successfully reclaimed 
for itself the status of a great power under the 
supervision of Vladimir Putin. 

Vladimir Putin
The Longest Serving Russian President

World Leader
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Book Review: Maheen Shafeeq

AI Super-Powers: 
China, Silicon Valley, 

and the New World Order

rtificial Intelligence (AI) is the 
branch of the computer system 
that mimics human intelligence. 
‘AI Super Powers: China and Sil-
icon Valley and the New World 

Order’ dwell on the analytical debate of the 
world of AI, it’s past, present and future. 

The author of the book Dr. Kai-Fu 
Lee is Chairman and C.E.O of Sinovation 
Ventures that develops next-generation 
Chinese Tech companies. Before that, he 
was president of Google China, and due 
to his educational background in America 
and work experience in both Chinese and 
American tech giants, he presents a unique 
and in-depth analysis of both the worlds in 
his book.

The book elaborates on the compet-
itive rivalry to draw parallels between Sil-
icon Valley in America and Zhongguancun 
in China. It demonstrates a survey of the 
persisting geostrategic environment of the 
world influenced by the two states that are 
deemed superpower, America and China. 
The tone of the book is as if the author is 
narrating the tale of Chinese success and 
often has a savage expression towards Sil-
icon Valley. The book not only discusses the 
hardcore technology and algorithms but 
it also has a soft side towards the ending 
as Dr. Lee recollects his personal life ex-
periences that are shaping his present ap-
proach towards AI.

This book is an attempt to educate 
the rest of the world how the Chinese world 
of AI operates. And how it manages to be so 
fascinating, that the reader feels like Chi-
na is living in 2080, while the world is still 
struggling to make the ends meet in the 
1900s. 

It sheds light on the catalyst of Chi-
nese success, in my opinion, that is the Chi-
nese population and their thirst for AI inno-
vation. China already retains a power that is 
its population, it was then up to the govern-
ment to make it an asset or a liability. Chi-
na decided to invest in its population, and 
convert that power into the powerhouse of 
superpower. 

The role its population played jolted 
the numbers game upside down. The book 
mentions that China has barraged like a 
swarm of AI army while Silicon Valley is 
very particular about creating one best 
application instead of flooding the market. 
The author, hailing from China, believes in 
quantity over quality. 

The book opens the door for a peek 
inside China’s mass innovation and mass 
entrepreneurship. The significance of co-
operative role both it’s public and the local 
authorities have demonstrated made China 
a tech giant. The public proposed business 
ideas and the authorities delivered them 
through means such as discounted incu-
bators, to breed the ideas into tech giants, 
overriding Silicon Valley’s fame of success. 

The book sheds light on the hidden 
world of Chinese tech companies in Zhong-
guancun, a rival to Silicon Valley. It elab-
orates on how China got where it is and 
gives the answer to what China has done 
differently as compared to America and the 
rest of the world. The American perspec-
tive mocks the Chinese tech companies as 
‘knockoffs’ or ‘copycats’, as they imitated 
the American giants such as Amazon, Face-
book, Google and so on. However, the book 
presents the impression of how the local 
versions of these applications are more 
suited to indigenous demand. 

The indigenous version of the appli-
cations became the reason behind the suc-
cess of the Chinese economy in the present 
world. On one end it gave birth to an army 
of tech entrepreneurs and on the other end, 
it served millions of users of these applica-
tions, that made the real difference. Con-
sidering the size of the Chinese population, 
tech companies were confident that they 
will find a niche among the sea of people. 

Another perspective that the books 
ponder upon is data that is generated from 
the of millions of users. The data generat-
ed from these users define consumer be-
havior, such as where they eat, what route 
they take, how much they spend, where 
they shop or work. AI feeds on that data sci-
ence. So far, China has abundant data on its 
population’s behavior. That data will drive 
China in becoming AI efficient as compared 
to the rest of the world. The edge China has 
in terms of its population means more data 
that will be the powerhouse of its AI appli-
cations, which will help China define the 
next world order. 

The book contends with the shady 
side of AI by exploring the dehumanizing 
factor. When the author predicts the future 
of AI world, he warns that the world will 
experience major joblessness as machines 
will take over tasks. His main worry is that 
AI shall exacerbate global inequality. The 
two superpowers will slurp the benefits of 
AI till its last drop, while the poor nations 
will be stagnated. The author does try to 
propose solutions to the inequality gener-
ated by AI world problems, such as a safety 
net income which he calls Universal Basic 
Income (UBI) however these it is still un-
certain if solutions would ease the pain of 
the developing world.   

Nonetheless, the book adopts an 
optimistic and motivational approach. It 
highlights all the major highs and lows of 
AI, what should we expect in the future 
and what we need to buckle ourselves for. 
While suggesting that AI should not super-
sede humans rather it should be designed 
to play a supportive role. The lesson he tries 
to preach is that human compassion and 
care cannot be replaced by algorithms and 
machines. 

Maheen Shafeeq
Research Fellow CASS

University of Sheffield, UK
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ome countries are reporting 
more new coronavirus cases 
compared with the ratio of few 
previous weeks. Global data 

trends show that the Covid 19 pandemic 
is not over yet. Recently, Moscow report-
ed highest death toll of any Russian city, 
while Delta variant forced strict restric-
tions in the Asia-Pacific region as well 
as many other parts of the world. With 
gradually transmissible COVID-19 vari-
ants including the delta and delta plus 
variants and the novel lambda variant 
becoming more widespread and waver-
ing vaccination campaigns, many places 
around the world are undergoing re-
newed outbreaks. 

Recently, Southern African country 
of Namibia documented the maximum 
average rate of infections in the world. 
This wave of covid 19 in Namibia is the 
deadliest and has been driven by the del-
ta variant as per the media reports. In 
Thailand, coronavirus cases and deaths 
have more than doubled. The health care 
system is under immense pressure after 
the increased demand. About 90% of 
Thailand’s cases and deaths have come 
since April a tenfold surge. Pakistan has 
also seen surge in positive cases. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan warned of a forth-
coming fourth wave of Covid-19 in the 
country, naming the Delta variant, which 
is supposed to have originated in India, as 
the prime concern. The world has been 
in pandemic mode for a year and a half. 

The virus continues to spread at a slow 
burn; intermittent lockdowns are the 
new normal. The pandemic is not mov-
ing ahead in the same way from place 
to place. Countries such as China, New 
Zealand have reached a low level of cases 
after lockdowns of different lengths and 
are easing restrictions. To another plac-
es, such United States and Brazil, Bangla-
desh, India cases are increasing fast after 
governments lifted lockdowns rapidly 
or never started them nationwide. This 
pandemic also have psychological im-
pacts. The hazard of infection can twist 
our psychological reactions to ordinary 
interactions, leading us to behave in sur-
prising ways.

A person can develop immunity, 
which is the capability to fight infection 
in two ways.  Either after being infect-
ed with a virus or by being vaccinated. 
However, immune protection is not al-
ways identical. Vac-
cine immunity and 
natural immunity 
for SARS–CoV–2 
can vary in terms 
of the forte of the 
immune response 
or the extent of time 
that the defense 
lasts. Furthermore, 
not everyone will 
get the same level 
of immunity from 
infection, while im-

mune reactions to the vaccines are very 
reliable. The dissimilarity in immune 
response between vaccination and in-
fection appears to be even bigger when 
dealing with new variants. In early July, 
two new studies were printed that show 
COVID-19 vaccines, though somewhat 
less actual than they are against the older 
strains of the virus, still appear to deliver 
outstanding immune response against 
the new variants. Researchers looked at 
how antibodies fix to new variants of the 
coronavirus and found that people who 
were formerly infected with coronavirus 
might be vulnerable to the new strains, 
while people who were vaccinated were 
more likely to be safe. COVID-19 vaccines 
offer a benign and steadfast path to im-
munity against both the older strains 
of coronavirus and against developing 
strains, particularly the new delta vari-
ant.

Covid-19 Outbreak
and the fears of fourth wave

Health
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Special ReportSpecial Report

 o mitigate challenges of disinfor-
mation on social media COPAIR 
advocates following policy recom-
mendations: 

• Government should institute Cen-
tral Command and Control system on cyber-
security and Mass awareness via civil soci-
ety and civic discussion. 

• Government needs to engage civ-
il society, youth, government, media, and 
corporate sector via public-private partner-
ships.

• Licensing Mechanism should be 
introduced for media outlets, even for You-
Tube channels. 

• Need to understand the power of 
the internet and social media, which can 
make and break the social and national fab-
ric of our country. For this, we need to raise 
awareness at all levels of the society.

• Public institutions, civil society and 
media practitioners can play a decisive role 
in raising mass awareness through creating 
a discourse of responsibility of using social 
media, fact checking of content before shar-
ing, and how to respond to false information 
circulating on social media platforms.

• Monitoring social media tools at 
corporate, state and global level, Invest in 
universities, research and start-ups to de-
vise solutions, were the valuable sugges-
tions

• Government bodies should develop 
strict regulations for countering the spread 
of fake news and disinformation on media.

• Government can use niche technol-
ogies like Artificial Intelligence to catalyze 
the mitigation process and our government, 
as well as the security institutions, need to 
devise a mechanism for rendering the coun-
try cyber secure.

• A central command and control sys-
tem should be established which should be 
headed by the higher authority of Pakistan 
and all law enforcement agencies should be 
part of it

• Cyberspace has become the battle-
ground for wars and diplomacy so we need 
to work on its strategies. We need to work 
in unconventional ways, engage civil society 

and academia, and more importantly our 
journalist for building the positive narrative 
of Pakistan. 

• Government need to work on dig-
ital diplomacy and harnessing cyberspace 
for projecting the positive image of Pakistan 
at the international level

• Institutions need to train our youth 
and provide them with mentorship and fi-
nancial backing to encourage the youth to 
work in the nascent domain of emerging 
technologies

• Able to handle the disinformation 
and deep fake news by using AI and an in-
formation security system21. 

• There is Need to boost the pub-
lic-private partnerships in this sphere, such 
as engaging the public institutions, cor-
porate sector, NGOs etc. to overcome the 
torrent of disinformation on social media, 
which is hindering the positive develop-
ments in the country

• International cybersecurity laws 
and practices should be taken into consider-

COPAIR TEAM

MEDIA CAN 
SET AGENDA 
TO PROMOTE 

THE REAL 
PAKISTAN 

IMAGE 
THROUGH 
TOURISM 

PROMOTION, 
BRANDING 
EXPORTED 
PRODUCTS 

AND 
SERVICES, 
SELLING 
POLICY 

DECISIONS 
AND BELIEFS, 
SOLICITING 

INWARD 
INVESTMENT, 

CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE 

AND SPORTS
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ation and a national strategy should be formulated as soon as 
possible.

• Monitoring of social media platforms and inviting the 
international social media platforms to establish their offices 
in Pakistan, which will facilitate the government institutions to 
address social media related issues more conveniently and ef-
ficiently. 

• Introducing the cyber ethics and cyber safety courses 
in the curriculum of schools, colleges and universities is essen-
tial to train our younger generation about the perils emanating 
from social media and cyberspace and restrict them from get-
ting involved in any unlawful and unethical activities at online 
platforms.

• Government to devise comprehensive laws and regu-
lation on securing national cyberspace from foreign as well as 
internal threats because it is becoming an essential element of 
governance in the modern digital era

• Make a national collective response mechanism for 
countering the intended disinformation campaigns carried out 
against Pakistan

• Parliament of Pakistan should work on formulating 
the regulatory mechanism and devise policies to tackle the 
problem of fake news and disinformation on social media. 

• There should be some sort of regulations or bodies 
overseeing the content creators and YouTube channels. Also, 
the government bodies can share a list of credible websites and 
online channels as well and that list should be regularly updat-
ed

• Establish incubation centers and facilitate the startups 
that are working on related things so that we can come up with 
indigenous solutions.

• Along with the mass awareness campaigns, we should 
make a collective effort and engage all stakeholders, especially 
encourage the civil society to further this awareness campaign 
and reinvigorate the sense of kinship in society and inculcate 
trust and tolerance in the society. 

• In order to ensure effective the role of Media in pro-
jecting softer image of Pakistan, COPAIR advocates following 
policy recommendations:

• Strong cohesion between media and state is vitally 
essential, the effort 
should be strongly 
supported by the me-
dia to facilitate the na-
tional image building 
as a brand new en-
terprise for Pakistan 
in a concerted drive 
to prove to the world 
that we deserve a dif-
ferent, broader, and 
more positive nation-
al image. 

• The emer-
gence of international 
media conglomerates 
has further ignited the 
complexity of image 
building, therefore, 
the government and 
concerned authori-
ties need to regulate 
these services in ac-
cordance with inter-
national standards for 

effective utility of media ser-
vices for the projection of real 
image and avert propaganda 
against state.

• The state must liaise with media houses, news chan-
nels, and journalists to play a more robust role in addressing 
more substantive national issues, shaping moral values, and 
place ratings as secondary.

• Clear distinction and keeping a balanced approach be-
tween Media and national interest is a missing link in Media 
policies, therefore it this gap must be fulfilled to ensure coher-
ence for farming the narratives aligned with national interests.

• Need to priorities reforms to media policies that 
strengthen and build the media as an industry, as opposed 
to focusing narrowly on content regulation and content take-
down, in particular that tarnish the national image at large. 

• At national level, Pakistan’s real image promotion po-
tentially necessitates state driven capacity building of media 
houses, digital media platforms, and media persons to pres-
ent Pakistan’s narrative and put forward a strong case fighting 
against the hybrid warfare. 

• Government and media can opt integrated approach 
for image building that potentially necessitates combination of 
vision, creativity, and collective efforts of all the key stakehold-
ers.

• Media can set agenda to promote the real Pakistan im-
age through Tourism promotion, branding Exported products 
and services, Selling policy decisions and beliefs, Soliciting in-
ward Investment, Cultural Exchange and Sports.

• It is a fact that responsible media can protect the na-
tional interest by removing misconceptions of the world and 
to offset the impression often created in the western media 
through highlighting the accomplishments made by Pakistan 
at domestic and international front. 

To promote the role of media in creating narratives, CO-
PAIR suggests following policy recommendations: 

• Pakistani media due to lack of comprehensive and 
well-coordinated direction on part of the state has not yet been 
able to play the desired role i.e. strengthening the inner front 
of the state and bringing a positive change in society. There is 
the utmost need on part of all state pillars to come up with a 
comprehensive policy plan for media. 

• The emergence of international media conglomerates 
has further ignited the complexity of image building, therefore, 
the government and concerned authorities need to regulate 
these services in accordance with international standards for 
effective utility of media services for the projection of real im-
age and avert propaganda against state. 

• Clear distinction and keeping a balanced approach be-
tween Media and national interest is a missing link in Media 
policies, therefore it this gap must be fulfilled to ensure coher-
ence for farming the narratives aligned with national interests.

• Need to priorities reforms to media policies that 
strengthen and build the media as an industry, as opposed 
to focusing narrowly on content regulation and content take-
down, in particular that tarnish the national image at large. 

• At national level, Pakistan’s real image promotion po-
tentially necessitates state driven capacity building of media 
houses, digital media platforms, and media persons to pres-
ent Pakistan’s narrative and put forward a strong case fighting 
against the hybrid warfare. 

• Media can set agenda to promote the real Pakistan im-
age through tourism promotion, branding exported products 
and services, selling policy decisions and beliefs, soliciting in-
ward investment, cultural exchange and sports.
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Random Clicks

rime Minister Imran Khan 
arrived on 15th July 2021 in 
Uzbekistan on a two-day of-
ficial visit at the invitation of 
the President of Uzbekistan 

Shavkat Mirziyoyev.  
Prime Minister Imran Khan laid 

Wreath at Independence and Human-
ism Monument, Tashkent.

Prime Minister Imran Khan inau-
gurated the Uzbekistan-Pakistan Flag 
of Uzbekistan-Flag of Pakistan Busi-
ness Forum on 15 July 2021. The event 
was organized by Pakistan in coordi-

nation with Uzbek authorities in Tash-

kent with 
a view to 
boosting bi-
lateral trade 
and economic 
relations.

A Wel-
come cere-
mony was 
held in hon-
our of Prime 
Minister Im-
ran Khan at 
K o k s a r a y 

Presidential Palace Tash-
kent. A guard of honour 
was accorded to the PM 
upon his arrival.

The President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev re-
ceived PM Imran Khan 
at International Con-
gress Centre Tashkent, 
to participate in the Ple-

nary Session of the conference titled 

‘Central and South Asia 2021: Region-
al Connectivity: Challenges and Op-
portunities’ During his historic visit to 
Uzbekistan, Prime Minister attended 
the inaugural session of the Interna-
tional Conference “Central and South 
Asia: Regional Connectivity; Challeng-
es and opportunities”. Addressing the 
inaugural session, the Prime Minister 
highlighted the importance of region-
al connectivity as driver of economic 
growth and progress constituting an 
imperative for modern societies. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan Visit to Uzbekistan
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oreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi held a bilater-
al meeting with Foreign Minister 
of Tajikistan, Sirojiddin Muhrid-

din on the sidelines of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers meeting of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO-CFM) in Dushanbe. 

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi met with Foreign Min-
ister of Afghanistan Hanif Atmar. During 
the meeting, views were exchanged on the 
latest developments in the Afghanistan and 
the way forward.

Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi held bilateral meeting 
with Foreign Minister of Uzbekistan Ab-
dulaziz Kamilov, on the sidelines of SCO 
Council of Foreign Ministers meeting in 
Dushanbe. The two Foreign Ministers 

exchanged views on ways and 
means to enhance bilateral ties as 
well as discussed the regional sit-
uation.

Foreign Minister, Makh-
doom Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
met with his Kazakh counterpart 
Mukhtar Tileuberdi on the mar-
gins of the SCO Council of Foreign 
Ministers meeting in Dushanbe. 
During the meeting, the two For-
eign Ministers reviewed entire 
gamut of bilateral relations.

On the side-lines of the SCO 
Council of Foreign Ministers meet-
ing in Dushanbe, Foreign Minis-
ter Makhdoom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi met Foreign Minister of 
Russian Federation Sergei Lavrov 

and reaffirmed strong 
desire to enhance 
bilateral relations. It 
was agreed to work 
closely to further 
strengthen bilateral 
relations in all spheres.

While speaking in the 
meeting of the council of SCO 
Foreign Ministers, FM Qureshi 
said, “In this 20th anniversary, 

it is clear SCO stands as a globally significant 
& influential multilateral platform. Indeed, 
SCO’s work across diverse sectors has syn-
ergized into a cohesive & mutually benefi-
cial framework of cooperation for member 
states.” 

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi Visit to Tajikistan

Random
Clicks
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The Center of Pakistan and Internation-
al Relations (COPAIR) in collaboration with In-
dustrial Revolution Academy (IRA) organized 
a virtual conference titled “IR 4.0 for Future 
Economies.” The panelist of the webinar in-
cluded professional experts and scholars on 
the pertinent topic. 

Ammar Jaffri delivered his speech on 
IR 4.0 for future economies. He talked about 
emerging economies and said that the emerg-
ing economies are the economies which are 

taking their shape as per requirement e.g., 
requirement of human beings, countries, civ-
ilizations, and global requirements. All these 
economies are emerging under a model which 
is conceived by lot of people at a global level. 

Azhar Zia-Ur-Rehman began his speech 
by addressing that Industrial Revolution 4.0 
is about the synergetic use of technology for 
the betterment of mankind. He highlighted the 
fourth industrial revolution and future econ-
omies.  Kurt Krueger started his speech by 
stating that, “industrial revolution and techno-
logical revolution is basically all about people, 
and the people are the ones that use the infor-

mation which doubling in less than a minute 
on the planet. We get to use this information in 
ways that use both sides of the brain to be able 
to bring about a conscious and clear communi-
cation with others and make life sustainable”.

Bert-Ola Bergstrand added his current 
work, that is the “arctic meets the world”. Arc-
tic is basically Greenland. The melting ice, it 
has a strategic location, Russia and US. And the 
traders from north Europe will be shifted from 
north Asia and north tier of the region. The 
geopolitical development and the indegi8nous 
people are to be considered and connected 
with the playgrounds. 

Webinar

Random Clicks
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Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that Pakistan’s con-
nectivity with Uzbekistan in trade and bilateral spheres would 
open up new avenues of prosperity in the region.

“Pakistan has immense potential to connect Central Asia 
with rest of the world and become a hub of trade,” the Prime 
Minister said in his address at the Uzbekistan-Pakistan Busi-
ness Forum on ‘Central and South Asia 2021: Regional Connec-
tivity Challenges and Opportunities’, in the Uzbek capital.

The forum was attended by a large number of business-
men from Pakistan and Uzbekistan besides the delegation of 
Prime Minister including Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, Information Minister Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, In-
terior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, Minister for Maritime 

Affairs Ali Haider Zaidi, National Security Adviser Dr Moeed 
Yusuf and Khyber Pukhtunkhwa Minister for Information 
Technology Atif Khan.

Prime Minister Imran Khan assured the businessmen and 
traders of Uzbekistan that Pakistan would extend them every 
possible facilitation in promotion of trade.

“I want to assure the business community of Uzbekistan 
that this relationship is just the beginning of the journey of de-
velopment and prosperity,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the railway project among Paki-
stan, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan would prove to be a revolu-
tion of development.

The Prime Minister stressed that to exploit the region’s 
potential, peace and security in the neighbourhood was essen-
tial.

Prime Minister Imran Khan has asked 
Afghanistan to consider Pakistan as a ‘part-
ner of peace’ rather than blaming it for 
the ongoing unrest, which he said was the 
‘outcome of using a military solution by the 
United States instead of a political one’.

“Blaming Pakistan for what is going 
on in Afghanistan is extremely unfair. Peace 
in Afghanistan is our foremost priority,” 
the prime minister said, in response to the 

speech of Afghan 
President Ashraf 
Ghani at the con-
ference on ‘Central 
and South Asia Re-
gional Connectivity, 
challenges and op-
portunities’ held at 
Congress Centre.

Rejecting the 
assertions of Pres-

ident Ghani made 
against Pakistan 
for “not supporting 
peace”, the prime 
minister categori-
cally stated that Pa-
kistan did not want 
turmoil in its neigh-
bourhood because 

peace was in its own interest.
“Mr Ghani, I want to make it clear to 

you that Pakistan will be the last country to 
think about supporting turmoil and unrest 
in Afghanistan,” he said.

The prime minister said Pakistan 
would continue to support reconciliation 
in Afghanistan and urged the Afghan stake-
holders and the international community to 
gear up efforts for a “politically negotiated 
settlement”.

PM Calls for Deepening  Pak-Uzbek Business, Economic Ties

Blaming Pakistan for Current Afghan Crisis ‘Unfair’, PM tells Ghani 
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Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that Pakistan’s connec-
tivity with Uzbekistan in trade and bilateral spheres would 
open up new avenues of prosperity in the region.
“Pakistan has immense potential to connect Central Asia with 
rest of the world and become a hub of trade,” the Prime Min-
ister said in his address at the Uzbekistan-Pakistan Business 
Forum on ‘Central and South Asia 2021: Regional Connectivi-
ty Challenges and Opportunities’, in the Uzbek capital.
Prime Minister Imran Khan assured the businessmen and 
traders of Uzbekistan that Pakistan would extend them every 
possible facilitation in promotion of trade.
“I want to assure the business community of Uzbekistan that 
this relationship is just the beginning of the journey of devel-
opment and prosperity,” he said.
The Prime Minister said the railway project among Pakistan, 
Uzbekistan and Afghanistan would prove to be a revolution of 
development. 

His Excellency, Mr. Kuninori Matsuda, the Ambassador of Japan 
called on the Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Shaukat 
Tarin at the Finance Division. SAPM on Finance and Revenue Dr. 
Waqar Masood was also present during the meeting. While extend-
ing a warm welcome to H.E. Kuninori Matsuda, the Ambassador of 
Japan, the Finance Minister stated that Pakistan and Japan enjoy 
sound friendly relations since 1952 which have been getting stron-
ger with each passing day. The Finance Minister lauded the cooper-
ation extended by the Government of Japan to Pakistan in the fields 
of Education and Infrastructure development. He said that Japan 
is one of the major development partners of Pakistan and he firm-
ly believes that the cooperation will further strengthen in multiple 
fields for the mutual benefit of both the countries. The Ambassador 
congratulated the Finance Minister on assuming his responsibilities 
on behalf of the Finance Minister of Japan Mr. Taro Aso. The Finance 
Minister and the Ambassador discussed issues of mutual interest.

Chief of the Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa says Paki-
stan-China relationship is unique and robust that has proven 
its resilience in the face of challenges.He was addressing a cere-
mony in connection with of 94th Anniversary of the founding of 
Chinese Peoples’ Liberation Army held at General Headquarters  
General Qamar Javed Bajwa said in the evolving security milieu, 
Pakistan-China partnership is becoming increasingly import-
ant for regional peace and stability. The Army Chief said PLA 
and Pakistan Army are brothers in arms and our relationship 
will continue to contribute towards safeguarding our collective 
interests. The COAS felicitated PLA’s leadership and lauded its 
role in China’s defence, security and nation building.

China pledges resolve to stand together’ with Pakistan in 
all challenges

Japan Greatly Values its Bilateral Relations with Pakistan: Mr. Kuninori Matsuda

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia agree to further improve bilateral ties 
in diverse areas
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President Dr Arif Alvi was given a briefing on the dynamics of 
national security and the situation in Afghanistan during his 
visit to the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Headquarters. 
In view of the President’s keen interest in cyber security, he 
was also briefed on the subject.
The President lauded the efforts of Inter-Services Intelligence 
for national security and expressed his satisfaction over its pro-
fessional preparedness.
Earlier, Director General ISI General Faiz Hamid welcomed the 
President on his arrival at the ISI Headquarters.

Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary H.E. Mr. Bela Fazekas 
called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of 
the Air Staff, and Pakistan Air Force in his office.
The visiting dignitary lauded professionalism of PAF personnel 
and exceptional progress made by PAF over the years, especial-
ly through indigenization. The Air Chief highlighted the cordial 
relations between the two countries and reiterated his resolve 
to further augment the existing cooperation between the two 
Air Forces. Various matters of mutual interest and professional 
cooperation also came under discussion during the meeting.

India has waged a hybrid war against Pakistan to defame it and 
the Kashmiris’ freedom struggle by using media, cyber technol-
ogy and terrorism tools. A report released by Kashmir Media 
Service said India is striving to equate Kashmir freedom strug-
gle with terrorism through false flag operations and concerted 
propaganda. The report said India is planning false flag opera-
tions to malign Pakistan at the international level. In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian troops in their fresh 
act of state terrorism martyred three more youth in Islamabad 
district, raising the number of slain youth to nine since Thurs-
day. The troops martyred the youth during a cordon and search 
operation at Kawarigam in Achabal area of the district. Mean-
while, Indian police arrested twenty-one Muslim bovine traders 
on charges of cattle smuggling after conducting raids and laying 
special nakas in different areas of Reasi district in Jammu.

United Nations (UN) Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has urged all to 
ensure the reproductive health rights of everyone, everywhere, while not-
ing that resources for sexual and reproductive health services were diverted 
when the coronavirus pandemic hit the world.
Erosion of women’s reproductive rights has been one of the fallouts from 
the pandemic, he said in a message for World Population Day, observed on 
Sunday.
The UN chief called for closing gaps in access to sexual and reproductive 
health services which the crisis has created.
The pandemic “continues to upend our world, reaching one grim milestone 
after another,” said Guterres.

President Briefed over Afghan Situation, Cyber Security at ISI HQs

Ambassador of the Republic of Hungary calls on Air Chief

India Defaming Kashmiris’ Struggle through Hybrid Warfare

UN Chief Calls for Ensuring Reproductive Health Rights
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COAS Appreciates Tajikistan’s Efforts for Regional Connectivity

Total Lockdown In A City No Solution To Covid-19 Pandemic: Asad Umar

Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa has appreciated Ta-
jikistan’s efforts towards regional connectivity and its inclination 
to achieve the same through Pakistan. He was talking to Defence 
Minister of Tajikistan Colonel General Sheralli Mirzo who called 
on him at GHQ in Rawalpindi today (Wednesday). The Army Chief 
said Pakistan values its brotherly relations with Tajikistan which 
are based on shared faith, culture and convergence on all import-
ant issues relating to regional peace, security and stability. During 
the meeting, matters of mutual interest, overall regional situation 
including recent developments in Afghanistan especially situation 
on Tajik-Afghan border and measures to further enhance bilateral 
defence collaboration were discussed. The visiting dignitary appre-
ciated Pakistan’s positive role for regional peace and stability espe-
cially Afghan Peace Process and pledged to keep working for better 
relations between the two brotherly countries.

Ambassador of the Peoples Republic of China, Mr. Nong 
Rong called on the Minister for Planning, Development & Spe-
cial Initiatives Asad Umar. Matters relating to the upcoming 
10th JCC, Joint Working Group (JWG) meetings 
and economic cooperation between the two 
countries came under discussion in the meet-
ing. Secretary Planning and Chairman CPEC 
Authority also participated in the meeting.

The Minister expressed his satisfaction 
over the progress and work done by Joint 
working Groups (JWG) and said that the CPEC 
projects pace of implementation would be fur-
ther accelerated in the weeks and months to 
come. He said that the establishment and op-
erationalization of the Special Economic Zones 
is currently among the top priorities. The SEZs 
would enable setting up joint ventures in man-
ufacturing that would integrate the enterprises 
from both sides.

The Ambassador said that the JCC would 
provide an opportunity to give further boost 

to bilateral cooperation under the CPEC umbrella. He said that 
the upcoming meeting would also open many new avenues of 
cooperation.

Total lockdown in a city is not solution to the rampaging Covid-19 
pandemic, head of the National Command and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) Asad Umar said here in a press briefing.
“As and when the lockdown restrictions ease, the virus rap-
idly spreads,” Umar said. “Proper enforcement and compli-
ance of the SOPs could help in success against the pandemic,” 
NCOC head said. Umar assured every possible cooperation 
to the government of Sindh for implementation of the stan-
dard operating procedures (SOPs) in the province including 
deployment of military troops and Rangers. NCOC chief said 
that vaccination is the only solution to get rid of the pandemic. 
“Vaccination drive is ongoing in all parts of Pakistan. We have 
set a new record of maximum vaccination by administering 
over 8.5 Lac vaccine shots in a day, yesterday,” Umar said.

JCC to Further Boost Pak-China Bilateral Cooperation Under the CPEC Umbrella
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Volubilis
Morocco’s number one Roman ruin is a feast for history lovers. Vol-
ubilis was an important Roman town situated near the westernmost 
border of Roman conquests in present day Morocco. It’s a haven for 
anthropologists and archaeologists who frequently visit this area on 
day trips. It also features a hilly area, atop which one can enjoy pan-
oramic views of the ruins that reflect the glory that has been lost.

Chefchaouen
Chefchaouen is a charismatic mountainous city in northern Morocco that 
features a plethora of sapphire and white colored buildings and homes. It 
is also known as the blue city. It is a popular shopping destination offering 
many native handicrafts that are not available elsewhere in Morocco, such 
as wool garments and woven blankets. The goat cheese native to the area 
is also popular with tourists. This is also one of Morocco’s main hiking and 
trekking destinations and a starting point and organization center for Rif 
Mountains walks.

Ait Ben Haddou
It is an ancient village that is home to a number of houses that have been 
built on a hillside. This destination happens to be one of the most beauti-
ful places that one has ever seen. Inside the high mud walls are 6 kasbahs 
and a small number of homes. It’s a fairy-tale place with orange-hued tur-
rets and curvy lanes.  Aït Benhaddou has appeared in several Hollywood 
movies, including Lawrence of Arabia and Gladiator. 

Morocco, a North African country bordering the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, is distinguished by its Berber, 
Arabian and European cultural influences. This fascinating country is a merging of the African and Arab worlds and is 
steeped in age-old customs. With long beaches, fortified fishing ports, lush oases and the High Atlas Mountains, Moroc-
co’s coasts and countryside offer plenty to interest travelers. Discover the best places to visit in this captivating country 
with our list of the top tourist attractions in Morocco.

Morocco
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Asilah
Situated on Morocco’s North Atlantic coast, seaside Asilah is popular 
amongst the tourists and citizens as a hot summer spot. The hallmark of 
Asilah is its white-painted houses and colorful murals on the outside walls, 
characterizing Moroccan cultural arts. The place is regularly visited by fa-
mous artists during the Arts Festival when tourists flood this region.

Erg chebbi 
Erg Chebbi is in Saharan Morocco. The dunes are one of Morocco’s best Sa-
hara Desert destinations. Erg Chebbi special feature is its beautiful unique 
orange colored sand. This is prime territory for dune-surfing, four-wheel-
drive dune-bashing, and the (much more authentic) camel trekking.  

Fes el bali 
Fes el Bali (old city) is an authentic muddle of a place. It is also 
home to the world’s oldest university, University of Al-Kara-
ouine and has retained its position as the cultural and reli-
gious center of the country. It is the historic heart of this city 
with a deep and mysterious labyrinth of lanes and staircases 
set amidst colorful tanneries and cottages. Several shops and 
restaurants have a rooftop terrace which is a great way to es-
cape the bustling streets. The views are particularly spectacu-
lar during sunset and after dark. 

Hassan II Mosque
The Hassan II Mosque is a mosque in Casablanca, Morocco. It is the 
second largest functioning mosque in Africa and is the 7th largest in 
the world. It has the tallest minaret in the world. It is built directly on 
the Atlantic Ocean on reclaimed land, which was done with intention 
by the architect to recall a verse of the Qur’an stating that “the throne 
of Allah was built on water.”

Essaouira
Essaouira is a seaside town famous for its fishing ports. The colorful boats, 
beautified alleyways, and streets that lead to traditional eateries & crafts 
businesses and shimmering waters add to its already charming nature. It is 
renowned for its kitesurfing and windsurfing. It is the place where season 
three of Game of Thrones was shot.

Tinghir 
Tinghir is Morocco’s crown jewel that sits snugly in the center of the 
Todra Valley. Tinghir happens to be an old French town which has now 
turned into a sprawling city entertaining tourists with splendid flower 
gardens, Kasbahs, and rustic narrow streets.

Jemaa el-Fnaa
Jemaa el-Fnaa is a square and market place in Marrakesh’s medina 
quarter. It remains the main square of Marrakesh, used by locals and 
tourists. It offers the snake charmers depart, and in the afternoon and 
evening the square becomes more crowded, with story-tellers, magi-
cians, and peddlers of traditional medicines. It is the highlight of Mar-
rakesh medina. 
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One of the great cuisines of the world, Moroccan cooking abounds with subtle spices and intriguing flavor 
combinations. Down below is a list of the top 10 Moroccan foods that you must try:

Tajine 
Tagine is made from spiced vegetables that are cooked with a little 
and often light broth, accompanied by meat, chicken or fish. What 
makes this dish interesting is the special way it is cooked on a clay 
pot for a long time.

Couscous
It is a fine wheat pasta traditionally rolled by hand. Couscous is 
usually prepared on Fridays for lunch. Couscous is mainly made 
of vegetables, except that it is based on durum wheat. It is served 
with meat or vegetable stew.

Harira
Harira is basically a Moroccan lentil soup usually served as a 
starter. It is rich with tomatoes, lentils, chickpeas and lamb, it 
is finished off with a squeeze of lemon juice and some chopped 
coriander. It is often used during Ramzan to break the fast.

B’stilla
It is a fancy dish for Moroccans that is usually eaten on special 
occasions, especially weddings. Layers of a paper-thin pastry 
coddle a blend of pigeon meat, chicken or seafood with almonds 
and eggs spiced with saffron, cinnamon and fresh coriander.

Top 10 Moroccan cuisines
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Moroccan mint tea
The Moroccan Tea in mint is everyone’s favorite. It is 
usually heavily sweetened with sugar chipped off a 
sugar cone. The fragrant flavor of mint, the color and 
the bubbles on top makes it even more delicious.

Tanjia
The Tanjia is based on meat and a nice combo of spices, 
namely saffron. . It is traditionally filled with chunks of 
beef or lamb and a bunch of spices, then slow cooked 
in the embers of a furnace. Tanjia is always associated 
with the city of Marrakech, Morocco.

Zaalouk
A distinctive Moroccan popular dish, prepared from fried 
and grilled eggplant. It is a common side dish and typically 
served with crusty bread. It is often served as a salad, 
especially in winters. They can include green peppers and 
tomatoes, sweet carrots or local olives.

Fish chermoula
Chermoula is a mix of herbs and spices used 
when grilling or baking fish and seafood. 
Depending on the mix, you’ll get flavors of 
onion, coriander, chili peppers, or saffron. It is 
served with a dipping sauce.

Chebakia 
Chebakia is a chewy, crunchy, and fragrant Moroccan pastry. It 
is soaked with a syrup of honey and sometimes rosewater, then 
sprinkled with sesame seeds. It’s a sweet and sticky treat that you can 
find in many corner shops and bakeries, especially during Ramadan.

M’hanncha
It is a large sweet coiled pastry. It is wrapped in almond paste and 
may have a cinnamon and orange blossom flavor and be coated 
with sugar, almonds or pistachios. It is mostly shared among 
people in large gatherings.
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fter summiting Mount Ev-
erest, 19-year-old Shehroze 
Kashif became the youngest 
Pakistani to climb the world’s 

second highest peak, K2.
Talking to Geo News, his father 

Kashif Suliman confirmed that Sheh-
roze Kashif has successfully scaled K2 
at 8:10 am today morning and made 
history. He said Shehroze began his 
journey towards K2 two weeks earlier.

The mountaineer reached the 
base camp on the 14th of July with 
a view to summit the 8,611 metres 
peak, his father added.

Meanwhile, taking to Twitter, Al-
pine Adventure Guides also confirmed 
that a Pakistani team has successfully 
waved the national flag on the top of 
K2. Multiple teams summited K2 in-
cluding Kashif, the tweet said.

Earlier, on May 11, Sheroze Ka-
shif made history as he became the 
youngest mountaineer to climb the 
world’s highest peak — Mount Ever-
est.

Kashif was the fifth Pakistani 
to summit the peak, at 5:05am that 

morning, and  won the title of the 
world’s youngest climber.

At 8,849 metres, Mount Everest 
is the highest peak in the world.

According to sources, Kashif has 
also climbed Broad Peak (8,051 me-
tres), the world’s 12th highest moun-
tain.

Shehroze Kashif 
Summits K2 to Becomes Youngest 
Pakistani to Climb the Mountain

Sports
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