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Worthy Readers! 

he focus of this issue is the promising developments be-
tween Pakistan and India, where the civil and military 
leadership of both states has shown the gestures of rec-

onciliation and the underlying rationale of this rapprochement 
is the prevalent geopolitical and geo-economic dynamics of the 
region and beyond. Conceivably, the letter of Narendra Modi is 
an extension of an olive branch to his Pakistani counterpart Im-
ran Khan on National Day of Pakistan and it expresses India’s 
desires to restore cordial relations with its neighbouring coun-
try. UAE has been playing the role of mediator between both 
archrivals and paving the path for the reconciliation, however; 
Pakistani leadership welcomed the dialogue process but only 
if the resolution of the Kashmir dispute is on top of the agen-
da. Both India and Pakistan are also aware that the dividends 
of peace are much higher than their enmity and bonhomie 
will lead to a prosperous, secure and developed region. As you 
know that Emerging Technologies always remain a key focus of 
Mélange International Magazine, and in this issue, we tried to 
shed light on the subject on the intersection of intelligence af-
fairs, espionage, and information warfare. We tried to focus on 
the modernization campaigns and prospects of expediting and 
remodelling the intelligence affairs by using AI (machine learn-
ing, neural networking) and Big Data. In addition to this, the dis-
ruptive effects on the human rights, civil liberties and privacy 
of citizen after the incorporation of these technologies by the 
intelligence community are also discussed.
This issue Mélange International Magazine engaged national 
and international scholars, journalists and expert opinion-mak-
ers to shed light on a number of subjects including, the Afghan 
Peace Process, Climate Ambition, expansion of BRI by the inclu-
sion of Iran, and recent summits like the Heart of Asia confer-
ence, and Quad Summit. 

The May Edition of Mélange International Magazine is 
in your hands to quench your thirst for reading and ponder-
ing upon the most significant diplomatic developments of the 
month. This edition carries many feature articles, including 
Change in Direction of Winds: India-Pakistan antagonism, Dig-
ital media and democracy, Women in Climate Diplomacy, and a 
range of other mesmerizing readings. The Mélange Team hopes 
that the current edition will win your hearts and minds like the 
previous editions.
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ince 1947, both nuclear-armed 
archrivals, Pakistan and India, 
came head to head several times 
and the territorial dispute over 

Kashmir is the cause of their intractable 
disagreement. The strife between both na-
tions is often typified as that of post-World 
War France and Germany, and it has been 
said that if those two nations made truce 
then it is also possible that Pakistan and 
India can also reach to a settlement. Along 
with four full-fledge wars and numerous 
skirmishes, several attempts has also been 
made for the reconciliation by both nations 
but all efforts remained futile. Apart from 
adopting a beggar thy neighbor policies 
against each other, both nations are aware 
of the security threat, dilemma, and ris-
ing cost of conflict emanating from their 
long-standing rivalry. Whereas both, India 
and Pakistan are also aware that the divi-
dends of peace are much higher than their 
enmity and a bonhomie will lead to a pros-
perous, secure and developed region. 

In last few weeks, the civil and mili-
tary leadership of both states has showed 
the gestures of reconciliation and underly-
ing rationale of this rapprochement is the 
prevalent geopolitical and geo-economic 
dynamics of the region and beyond. Con-
ceivably, the a letter of Narendra Modi is 
an extension of an olive branch to his Pa-
kistani counterpart Imran Khan on Nation-
al Day of Pakistan and it expresses India’s 
desires to restore cordial relations with its 
neighboring country. 

Similarly, at the newly founded fo-
rum called Islamabad Security Dialogue, 
the decision makers and intellectual elites 
of the country delineated new strategic 

direction based on a comprehensive secu-
rity framework considering the regional 
connectivity and development partner-
ships. At this forum, the Chief of Army Staff 
said that, “Kashmir dispute is obviously at 
the heart of this problem and without the 
resolution of dispute of Kashmir through 
peaceful means, process of Sub-continental 
rapprochement will remain susceptible to 
derailment to the politically motivated bel-
licosity. It is time to bury the past and move 
forward but for the resumption of peace-
ful process and meaningful dialogue, our 
neighbor will have to create a conducive 
environment, particularly, in Indian occu-
pied Kashmir.”

This statement reiterated the commit-
ment of the Pakistani government to bury 
the hatchet and move forward in its bilater-
al relations with India but at the same time, 
the resolution of Kashmir dispute play an 
imperative role in this rapprochement. 
Both sides have made similar offers in the 
past but the resolution of Kashmir’s terri-
torial dispute remained the deadlock. 

Earlier this month, Pakistan’s Eco-
nomic Coordination Committee gave a 
green signal to import cotton and sugar 
from India but later Pakistan’s Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi reiterat-
ed that we are committed for the region-
al peace and stability but there will be no 
trade with India until the restoration of 
special autonomous status of Kashmir. Dip-
lomatic and trade ties between Pakistan 
and India were suspended on August 5, 
2019 when India revoked article 370 and 
changed the special status of disputed re-
gion unanimously while violating the inter-
national customary norm and treaties.

India-Pakistan 
Rapprochement

Both, 
India and Pakistan 
are also aware that 

the dividends of 
peace are much 

higher than their 
enmity and a 

bonhomie will lead 
to a prosperous, 

secure and 
developed region.
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However, a nascent development in 
this regard was the resumption of the ho-
tline between India and Pakistan’s Direc-
tor General of Military Operations (DG-
MOs), where both sides pledged to abide 
by the 2003 ceasefire arrangement at the 

Line of Control. This development also 
shows that Pakistan has been success-
ful in convincing India to reconsider its 
position and showing the world that reli-
gious extremism in India is spilling over 
in its bilateralism. Similarly, the increas-

ing clout of Pakistan in the region and its 
burgeoning partnerships with economic 
and military powers like China, Russia 
and Sri Lanka etc. is the reason that India 
is reevaluating its stance towards Paki-
stan.

In April, the news surfaced that 
top-level intelligence officers of Pakistan 
and India met in Dubai and held secret 
talks on the issue of disputed region of 
Kashmir. Multiple news outlets published 
the news and backed the fact that both 
sides were using back channeling diplo-
macy for appeasing the longstanding 
hostilities and normalization of relations. 
An international news agency quoted a 
Pakistani defence analyst Ayesha Siddiqa 
who was of view that this is not a new 
development and both sides have been 
meeting over several months, especially 
in times of crisis. This also sounds legiti-
mate when we look at the focus of incum-
bent governments of both states, which 
at the moment are focusing on geo-eco-
nomics and increasing their diplomatic 
clout at regional level.

Rationale behind this reengage-
ment or rapprochement is that India, as 
always, is facing a security dilemma and 
threat of a two front war, which has been 
exacerbated by the Chinese border con-
frontation last year. China has struck In-
dia at a highly sensitive spot in the Hima-
laya region, which has deprived India of 
control over Ladakh and its offensive op-
tion against GB, and rendered its 3 Corps 
at Leh and Siachin vulnerable. Above all, 
Iran has ditched India and befriended 
China. Similarly, Pakistan’s economic suf-
fering and debt crisis demands increas-
ing its exports and looking for low-cost 
imports, and India being the next-door 
neighbor is the most obvious solution. 
In addition to this, peace in Afghanistan 
is another reason of this bilateral con-
course.

In addition to this, both India and 
Pakistan are looking for trading partners 
because Intraregional trade accounts 
for barely 5 percent of South Asia’s total 
trade and trade among South Asian coun-
tries currently totals just $23 billion -- far 
below an estimated value of at least $67 
billion. Amidst this prevalent tide of re-
gional connectivity, there are huge pros-
pects of connecting the South Asian mar-
kets with that of Central Asian Republics 
because the region is a potential market 
for exports and it provides a direct access 
to the European markets as well. Howev-
er, this economic potential is only tapped 
through mutual understanding and nor-
malization of relations between Pakistan 

Modi’s Stance towards Indian Muslims and Pakistan
The question arises that, why Narendra Modi, the leader of Hindut-
va regime, a demagogue and fascist of the 21st century, is showing 
friendly gestures and extending offer to normalize the relations. Be-
fore any analysis, one should be cognizant of  the fact that Modi is 
a full time member of RSS – a Hindu supremacist party. Under his 
leadership, India has been morphed into an authoritarian and Hin-
du nationalist state. Religious and cultural polarization reached new 
heights in India during BJP’s tenure like acts of mob lynching, ban 
on cow slaughters, and hate speech against Muslims along with war 
hysteria. Modi regime induced hate in the pluralistic society of India 
by domestically manufacturing anti-Muslim rhetoric and then it as 
an instrument of whipping votes. Moreover, Modi is the one who have 
been denied entry to the USA in 2014 for violating religious freedom 
and his alleged involvement in the Gujrat pogrom but now India is 
deemed as the friendliest nation in the region by the USA. The practi-
cal manifestation of his loathing against Muslims also became evident 
when his government structurally marginalized the Muslims through 
introducing discriminatory laws like NPR, CAA and revocation of Ar-
ticle 370 and during his regime right wing populist parties resorted 
to violence as their strategic tool. There are hundreds of examples 
where students, opposition leaders, and protestors challenging the 
government and demonstrating against the religious polarization 
has been charged with violence and sedition. Throughout his lead-
ership, Indian policy towards Pakistan was of cooperation-defection 
and not considering Kashmir on the agenda of any talk or negotiation 
with Pakistan. In addition to this, Modi regime pushed the narrative 
that Pakistan is the sponsor of terrorism in the region and tried to 
taint the legitimate struggle of Kashmiri Muslims for their right to 
self-determination as a terror campaign.
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and India. Similarly, peace in Afghanistan 
is also essential for securing the short-
est trade routes and fetching energy re-
sources from the Central Asian Republics 
to South Asia.

There are numerous factors com-
pelling the two countries to follow the 
path of reconciliation, resolve their in-
tractable disputes peacefully and through 
dialogue. Among all other factors, the 
security and realization of the ever-ris-
ing cost of the conflict is a major aspect 
influencing the decision-making in Delhi 
and Islamabad. The defence expenditure 
is a major concern here, because due to 
increased animosity between both and 
border skirmishes, both have to main-
tain a large standing army in addition to 
the upgradation of military equipment, 
weapon systems etc. This cost of conflict 
exceeds the amount of revenue both can 
generate through cooperation and for 
this; a case study of Kashmir’s tourism 
in 1990’s is a very pertinent example 
because with the decline in tourism, the 
loss of accounted to a stagger-
ing 165 billion rupees in 12 
years. Meaning that both states 
collectively lost an opportunity 
to earn approx. 13 billion ru-
pees annually. 

Another factor making 
the dialogue and reconciliation 
more covetable is the option of 
multi-track diplomacy, and this 
had been the case in the recent 
UAE brokered deal between 
India and Pakistan. Previously, 
the US tried to overcome the 
communication gap through a 
confidence building measure 
called Neemarna dialogues in 
1991, similarly, the Foreign 
Office of Pakistan also opted 
for Track II initiatives support-
ed by the third party, but has 
downplayed indigenous peo-
ple-to-people contacts.

Economic ties between both, In-
dia and Pakistan deteriorated after the 
Pulwama incident because af-
ter suspending their diplomatic 
ties, India also removed Pakistan 
from the list of most favored 
nation. It is obvious that trade 
and economic interdependence 
can drawdown the level of hos-
tilities among two actors, and 
especially when they are neigh-
bours. Moreover, there is a huge 
economic potential for the South 
Asia’s two biggest economies 
to connect with each other and 
with the region, especially when 
a regional integration drive is 

going on. According to experts, there is 
a potential of $26billion trade between 
Pakistan and India and currently a trade 
worth approx. $4billion is carried out be-
tween both but through involvement of 

a third country, which earns profits for 
being an intermediary and adding the 
burden of extended delivery time as well 

freight cost. Moreover, if both nations can 
resolve their disputes amicably, then they 
can also join hands in the international 
forums like World Trade Organization 
for the socio economic betterment of the 

region. 
In terms of international 

relations, another reason for 
this rapprochement seems to 
the alliance formations of Paki-
stan and India with major pow-
ers, such as Pakistan backed 
by China and Russia, whereas 
the QUAD (USA, Japan, and 
Australia) supports India. The 
rise of China, its regional de-
velopmental programs, and 
most significantly the Belt and 
Road Initiative is perceived 
as a threat by America and its 
allies, because along with the 
economic progression, Russia 
is pivotal in this regional con-
nectivity project. Moreover, 
an agreement between China 
and Russia to work together 
for a multipolar order, forma-

tion of Shanghai Spirit and then enlarg-
ing its sphere of influence to the region 
and beyond. On the other hand, the US 
backed India due to its economic poten-
tial, considerable part of the world’s top 
five economies by 2030. Similarly, the US 
is using India as a counterweight against 
China, deterring the Chinese string of 
pearl through formation of a QUAD, and 
declaring India as the regional strategic 
and security partner.

Moreover, the normalization of bi-
lateral relation between Pakistan and 
India is a win-win situation for both be-
cause it will not only resurrect SAARC but 
also allow completion of TAPI gas pipe-
line and other projects related to eco-
nomic or energy corridors. 

History of Indo-Pak Peace Overtures 
Pakistan has always been in favor of peace, which 

is why; all the neighbors of Pakistan enjoy fraternal 
relations with the country, except its eastern neighbor. 

Pakistan has advocated the peaceful resolution of 
dispute with its eastern neighbor, India, as well and 

offered to mitigate the situation through dialogues and 
CBMs. The most recent example of this tapestry is the 
release of Indian Pilot Abinandhan Varthaman whose 
plan was shot down in 2019 while flying over Pakistan 
administered Kashmir. Similarly, in the past, Pakistan 

had undertaken a welcoming stance in peace overtures 
and CBMs like the Composite Dialogue in 2004, 1972 
Shimla Agreement, 1966 Tashkent Declaration, 1962 

Indus Water Treaty, 1960 Indo-Pak Border Ground 
Rules Agreement, 1950 Liaquat-Nehru Pact, and 1949 

Karachi Agreement.
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However, all these proposals and 
talks for peace between Pakistan and In-
dia ended up in vain due to the adamant 
stance of both on Kashmir. UN mandate 
and resolutions supported the referen-
dum and cease fire in Kashmir and Paki-
stan complied with them but India denied 
these proposals and took hardline stance 

such as imposing curfews, introducing 
repressive laws, equating the Kashmiris 
right to self-determination with terror-
ism, and even carrying out pre-emptive 
offensive in the disputed territory. Pa-
kistan remained firm that there is no 
chance of rapprochement without Delhi 
resuming the special status of Kashmir 
first and then peaceful resolving the dis-
pute.

The resumption of diplomatic ties, 
which were called off in 2019 after revo-
cation of special status of Kashmir by In-
dia, is a nascent development and experts 
has been hinting about this development 
from last few months. Parveen Swani, an 
Indian journalist and geopolitical analyst, 
wrote an article titled ‘The Time might 
have come for India and Pakistan to talk’, 
which spiked a controversy in the intel-
lectual elites of Pakistan about distorting 
historical facts by Swami. A feature sto-
ry written by Asif Haroon also stated the 
fact that for weeks rumours have prolif-
erated in New Delhi’s diplomatic and 
policy communities on the existence of a 
secret India-Pakistan diplomatic channel 
on Kashmir. The rumour mill adds co-
lour to the story by asserting that India’s 
NSA Ajit Doval visited Islamabad secretly. 
Another version talk of a meeting held 

between high officials 
in London and Washing-
ton. Topics for discus-
sion ranged from the fate of Kashmir to 
the future of Afghanistan, and the trial 
of Kulbushan Jadhav. Praveen brings out 
another revelation that at a May 27, 2014 
meeting, outgoing Prime Minister Man-

mohan Singh gave Prime 
Minister Modi a set of 
unsigned notes, contain-
ing records 
of secret 
n e g o t i a -
tions to seal 
a Kashmir 
deal with 
Pa k i s t a n’ s 
former mil-
itary ruler, 

Gen Pervez Musharraf. In 
addition to that, Mr Swa-
mi also casts aspersions on 

General Qamar Bajwa by insinuating that 
in meetings with British diplomats, the 
General is believed to have asserted his 
commitment to peace. However, Swami 
in his article also stressed that we should 
be wary of promises made by the civ-
il-military leaderships because such talks 
were held in the past but ended up as a 
futile effort.

UAE’s role in India-Pakistan Rapprochement
Reports have been surfaced in the past month alluding the involvement 

of UAE’s involvement in the as the mediator between Pakistan and India. 
Journalist connected the dots and presented a story that in November 

2020, the Indian Minister of External Affairs J. Shankar met the UAE ruler 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and this was followed by a visit from the 

Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmoo Qureshi. Then the telephonic 
conversation of PM Imran Khan with the Foreign Minister of UAE where 

the issues of regional and international security were discussed, also 
hinted towards the rapprochement and UAE’s involvement as the mediator. 

Another development in this regard was the Indian permission to the 
Pakistani premier to fly over their airspace while travelling to Sri Lanka, 

although both states barred each other to use their national airspace 
since 2019. After the meeting of DGMO’s of both countries and reasserting 
their commitments for ceasefire, UAE was among the first few countries to 
congratulate both and showed its confidence in the agreement. Apart from 
having longstanding commercial ties with India and Pakistan, India is the 
largest national group in UAE accounting for approx. 27 percent followed 

by the Pakistanis with a population of over 1.5 million and constituting 
12.5% of the country’s total population. Both Pakistan and India enjoy 

fraternal relations with UAE and latter recognize the contributions of the 
former in the evolution of key institutions of their country.
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According to 
the Software 
Engineering 

Institute (SEI)

the long-term 
goal would be to 

recognize and 
search for patterns 

of life across 
multiple videos, 

with the ultimate 
goal of predicting 

future activities and 
events.

he rise of Artificial Intelligence and 
autonomous systems is dubbed 
as the Revolution in Military Af-
fairs, whereas analogously, in the 
realm of intelligence affairs or the 

intelligence community, this is perceived 
as Revolution in Intelligence Affairs. Inno-
vations and advancements in computing 
and information systems are transforming 
the conventional designs of the war, intelli-
gence and national security. With the rap-
idly changing research and technology, the 
Intelligence Community has spearheaded 
new initiatives to incorporate evolving 
technologies such as cloud, artificial intelli-
gence (AI), and deep learning etc. that will 
eventually revolutionize intelligence affairs.
Here we will focus on the moderniza-
tion campaigns and prospects of ex-
pediting and remodelling the intel-
ligence affairs by using AI (machine 
learning, neural networking) and Big-Data. 

Data-Driven Intelligence
Starting from the data-driven intelli-

gence in modern times, the first change in 
intelligence affairs is the huge influx of data. 
‘Data’ has been ranked highest commodity 
taking over ‘oil’ and it is in terms of value 
attached with data-analytics, especially 
big-data analytics. On one hand, there is no 
denying that today, we are not in a phase 
where we can exploit the torrent of data to 
their optimum level for national security, 
because we are not able to comprehend 
or makes sense of it. On the other hand, 
if a researcher has to conduct nationwide 
quantitative research in this modern inter-
net era where data is digitized and stream-
lined to an extent that it could be possible 
to run algorithms on a quantum computer 
to get very complex results out of that gi-
gantic data-set. However, with the help of 
machine learning and algorithms, there are 
possibilities to make sense of big data more 
efficiently, use it for intelligence, and coun-
terintelligence. Analysts are calling it some-
thing that can help us now to find a needle 
in the haystack but when it comes to read-
iness its employment by the defence and 
intelligence agencies can lead to spectacles.

To find the real-time examples where 
Big-data analytics has been used by the in-
telligence agencies, we have to look at the 
technologically advanced nations where 
the US is a leading one. The usage of emer-
gent technologies like Big-Data analytics 
through machine learning is now being 
adopted by the National Security Agency 
of the United States for surveillance and re-
connaissance. Big data sets are analyzed to 
draw patterns and coefficients for security/
intelligence assistance using AI algorithms. 
Network-based surveillance programs like 
the US National Security Agency’s ‘Prism’, 
or something similar to the Israeli Defense 
Forces ‘Pegasus’ or China’s manifestation 
of AI in police goggles for face recognition 
are the practical examples where nations 
use AI for defence and strategic purposes. 

Similarly, in the case of the UK, Gov-
ernment Communication Headquarters 
(GCHQ) researchers go to great lengths to 
clarify why AI holds the secret to improved 
national security in a recent paper titled 
“Pioneering a New National Security.” The 
amount of data that GCHQ works with puts 
intelligence services and law enforcement 
authorities under a lot of stress, according 
to the organisation; AI could help alleviate 
the strain by improving not just the pace 
but also the consistency of expert deci-
sion-making. GCHQ is now actively engaged 
in programmes including artificial intelli-
gence. While the organisation would not re-
veal the specifics of its use of the technology, 
Fleming mentioned several collaborations 
with AI-related startups around the world, 
as well as a strategic alliance with the Alan 
Turing Institute, which was established 
to advance AI and data science research.
“AI, like so many other technologies, has 
enormous potential for societal progress, 
stability, and defence. Many of our mis-
sions already depend on AI to protect the 
nation, its inhabitants, and its way of life. 
It enables our talented analysts to han-
dle massive amounts of complicated data 
and enhance decision-making in the face 
of extremely complex challenges, rang-
ing from child protection to cybersecuri-
ty,” said GCHQ director Jeremy Fleming. 

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES
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AI-assisted Intelligence Analysis
In today’s information-driven 

world AI has become a key element for 
decision-making and playing an ex-
tremely important role in the adminis-
tration as well. Although the technology 
is in its nascent phase still the AI-assisted 
intelligence processing is proving to be 
valuable because it helps saving time and 
resources in deriving information from 
unstructured and incongruent data sets, 
rendering more reliable results with few-
er chances of anomaly and avoid collater-
al intrusions.

A report published by the Rand 
Corporation categorizes the AI-assisted 
intelligence analysis into three segments:

1.   Cognitive Automation: 
The machine replication of human 

sensory processing would significantly 
reduce the time needed for human oper-
ators to interpret large volumes of data, 
while also potentially reducing intrusion 
by minimising the volume of content that 
is subject to human review. According to 
the current developments, AI is useful in 
object classification and identification, 
such as spotting a person in a crowded 
area or a vehicle. Similarly, the current 
research in the field of AI and intelli-
gence affairs focuses on video summari-
zation where through machine learning a 
summary of the video will be generated 
which may include the context as well. 
According to the Software Engineering 
Institute (SEI), “the long-term goal would 
be to recognize and search for patterns of 
life across multiple videos, with the ulti-
mate goal of predicting future activities 
and events”.

2.   Filtering, Flagging, and Triage: 
As we know that the working mech-

anism of intelligence agencies is that they 
collect the data/information from differ-
ent sources, then filter out the wanted 
part, and prioritize the rest. However, 
if AI is used in this system, it will bring 
an imperative change in the process be-
cause it will save time, human resource, 
collateral intrusion, and most important-
ly will spot anomalies and patterns much 
better than humans. For extracting intel-
ligence from bulk data, AI is likely to be 
most useful when deployed as part of an 
interactive ‘human-machine team’ analy-
sis workflow.

3.   Behavioural Analytics: 
It is the application of complex al-

gorithms to individual-level data for 
analyzing personalities and predicting 
human behaviours. The application of 
AI-assisted analysis for behavioural an-

alytics by the intelligence community 
will help in detecting an insider threat 
or a threat to the public; also, it can help 
in identifying the potential intelligence 
sources and recruitments conducted by 

the agencies. There is an ongoing de-
bate, related to the ethics and privacy of 
individuals if this technology has been 
implemented on a broader scale but no 
one can deny the real-time benefits of 
behavioural analytics when it is used for 
stopping crime and countering terror-
ism. However, recent research into the 
prediction of life outcomes using a mass 
collaboration approach concluded that 
‘despite using a rich dataset and applying 
machine-learning methods optimized for 
prediction, the best predictions were not 
very accurate and were only slightly bet-
ter than those from a simple benchmark 
model’. 

Network-Centric Operations 

Computers and network of net-
works (internet) have set the foundation 
of a so-called ‘information revolution’ 

and transformed the social and econom-
ic modus operandi. Because the internet 
was invented for military use, thereby its 
usage and implications in military and 
intelligence affairs are still the bone of 
contention. Especially in modern times, 
when the militaries are functioning on 
the doctrine of ‘jointness’ where the 
Army, Navy, Air Force work together in 
a battle theatre using Joint Situation-
al Awareness Systems. Similarly, now a 
day, the warzones have become a virtual 
game for the decision-makers because 
it is being monitored through advanced 
command, control, computers, and intel-
ligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
systems also known as C4ISR. This sys-
tem works on the network of networks, 
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which is commonly known as the inter-
net or cyberspace.

Cybersecurity has become a new 
frontier of national security and with the 
rapid digitization of data and connec-
tivity of critical infrastructures through 
cyberspace; an ever-growing threat now 
underpins every part of society. Here it 
can be a kinetic or a non-kinetic threat 
to the national security, such as it can 
disrupt the physical services of power 
production, water treatment, sabotage 
banking systems etc. whereas at the same 
time a non-violent cyberattack can result 
in creating an environment of hostility 
through spreading disinformation on so-
cial media. In both cases, nation-states 
and instruments of national security, like 
intelligence agencies, can take advantage 
of AI to secure their national cyberspace 
and can pre-empt any such malicious ac-
tivity in their cyberspace before it hap-
pens. 

We can again quote the example of 
the US; the country holds the greatest 
cyberspace security offensive/ defensive 
capability –more than any other nation in 
the world, in both government and com-
mercial aspects –yet the US over the past 
one decade suffered from systematic vul-
nerabilities- the cyber-attacks and cyber 
intrusions of enemies. This is why the 

new strategy of the US is called “defend-
ing forward and persistent engagement,” 
where defending forward is a defensive 
strategy with offensive posture adopt-
ed to disrupt malicious actions and its 
sources preemptively. It also falls under 
the ambit of the intelligence community 
because it is not deterrence by denial or 
deterrence by counterforce but it is an 
idea of getting into enemy’s cyberspace, 
like sneaking in or eavesdropping, and 
neutralizing them before they can attack. 
This strategy is intended to be proactive, 

observed, pursue, and counter the cyber 
operations of US adversaries before they 
occur.

In the case of the UK, nearly half of 
UK companies have experienced a cyber-
attack in the last year, with a quarter of 
those resulting in a substantial loss of 
money or data. AI could help the depart-
ment properly detect malicious malware 
and keep its dictionary of documented 
trends up to date to predict potential 
attacks. By automatically fact-checking 
posts and weeding out botnets and troll 
farms on social media, the tool could be 
used to combat web misinformation and 

deep fakes.
When we talk about the intelligence 

agencies, the first thing that comes to 
mind is the 1960’s concept of espio-
nage and counter-espionage, which has 
changed much from the concept of James 
Bond to computer hacking and stuff. 
There are two types of insider breach-
es; one is intentional while the other 
is unintentional. The concept of an in-
sider threat has also changed because 
previously, one has to steal information 
through taking pictures or scribbling 

notes etc. but now one can carry them on 
a USB stick or mail them in an encrypted 
form etc. Such threats could be mitigated 
through AI-led cybersecurity systems or 
regular analysis of the security perfor-
mance, especially cybersecurity, through 
data-driven rating systems. 

Digital Security
AI with machine learning goes be-

yond big data to create a complete in-
cidence response system that is much 
more effective. Considering its appli-
cation in a cyberattack, AI and ML can 
help us create better attack and defence 

models that were sim-
ple, not possible before. 
A defensive AI in cyber 
can help us in creating 
new signatures every 5 
or 10 minutes to avoid 
cyber invasion and the 
attack that the antivi-
rus signatures were not 
able to respond to. It 
also assesses different 
aspects associated with 
behaviour response. A 
practical manifestation 
of this defensive AI is 

There are numerous such 
systems readily available, 
which can collect data regularly 
from hundreds of sources and 
then mapped according to the 
external infrastructure of the 
organization, which needs to be 
evaluated from the algorithms 
and technical experts. It 
plays an important role in 
the awareness component, 
allowing us to position the 
risk factors, and it plays an 
important role in agility. 
The next step is usually the 
filtering process, where based 
on the various risk vectors 
indicating the compromised 
systems, diligence information 
and user behaviour breaches 
etc., the system calculates and 
rates the cybersecurity of the 
critical infrastructure.
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the Socket Security (SOCKS) operations 
centre. 

On the attack side, machine learn-
ing can help emulate the same visual, 
text, and audio to impersonate someone, 
it can assist in the decryption of sensi-
tive data much faster, and brute force 
attacks or denial of service attacks etc. 
In the realm of cyber, AI acts as a dynam-
ic weapon, which can be used to create 
more advanced cyber-attack scenarios 
and vectors. We have seen the birth of the 
new technology that is infecting many of 
our social media that we sometimes refer 
to as Deep Fakes. One can affect the im-
pact of elections or even other important 
events by exploiting AI technology as a 
coercive tool.

In the context of intelligence gath-
ering from cyberspace, AI plays a blaz-
ing role because it can help in espionage 
where one can gather secretive informa-
tion or fetch large databases for analysis 
and helping in situational awareness etc. 
Similarly, AI will include technologies like 
fuzzing which helps us to populate the 
narrative high-risk areas that privately 
or not previously identified as a potential 
risk against a specific object like a critical 
infrastructure object. Moreover, it can be 
pivotal in the training and awareness as 
well because AI can help us decide that 
what is the more effective training, which 
can produce the best results, and what 
are the areas that need to be addressed 
to have a complete solution in the envi-
ronment. 

The automation of social engineer-
ing attacks is another potential threat. 
With the help of the application of AI in 
data sciences, one can anticipate other’s 
actions and mould their perception. By 
collating a victim’s online information, 
attackers can automatically generate ma-

licious websites, emails and links that are 
custom-made for clicks from that victim 
(sent, for example, from addresses imi-

tating their real contacts). Our online ac-
tivity will be used to identify patterns of 
our personality in future and employees 
will be graded based on their online per-

formance. Further developments in this 
area could see chatbots gaining human 
trust during longer and more creative 
online dialogues. In the time-sensitive 
context of an election, Deep Fake and dis-
information campaigns on social media 
and the internet is a weapon that ampli-
fies the security dilemma and can result 
in catastrophic consequences.

Technologies like Blockchain, which 
adds extra elements of stress that simply 
were not possible before and this is an el-
ement of trust without a central authority. 
Other technologies playing a significant 
role as AI are technologies like Quan-
tum Computing, which can be used for 
cybersecurity, in defence, it can help us 
create Quantum encryption, which cre-
ates a one-time scenario almost making 
encrypted our unbreakable cryptology. 
Similarly, on the cyberattack side, Quan-

tum Comput-
ing will be 
employed to 
break keys 
much faster 
than will sim-
ply possible 
before.

In short, 
our world is 
going through 
digi t izat ion 
and soon AI 
will act as a 
fuel for cyber 
warfare, as 
we already 
know about 

the advancement AI brought to the data 
sciences and in its connection with cy-
berspace, now an actor can assess every 

click and depict patterns of our cyber in-
teraction. 

To conclude, it is pertinent to men-
tion that the above-mentioned emergent 
technologies, especially Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) possess huge potential to en-
hance the intelligence work carried out 
by the national intelligence community. 
Intelligence agencies can harness the po-
tential of these technologies but to take 
full advantage of these possibilities, there 
is a need for standardized procedures for 
designing, testing, and assessing new AI 
tools in their operational context. Many 
applications would be uncontroversial if 
they merely reduce the time and effort 
taken to process vast amounts of data 
that may have been processed using less 
reliable manual approaches previously. 
Although there are myriad ways of us-
ing the technology by the intelligence 
agencies such as using it for identifica-
tion, data gathering, decision-making, 
situational awareness, analytics etc. at 
the same time there are concerns of cit-
izen’s privacy, human rights and ethical 
considerations, which should be taken 
in the account before the development 
of such systems. Concerns regarding the 
ethical use of AI are highly subjective and 
context-specific and if such a system is 
deployed then there should be a period-
ic analysis and re-evaluation of the need 
and proportionality of any possible in-
terference, the training data used to con-
struct a model, and the decision-making 
mechanism. It is palpable that the use of 
AI raises a host of new concerns, imply-
ing that more regulation and clarification 
is required to ensure that AI research ca-
pabilities are used ethically and respon-
sibly, taking into account topics like need 
and proportionality, openness and re-
sponsibility, and collateral intrusion risk.
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he protracted Afghanistan con-
flict remains a nightmare for 
the proponents of perpetual 
peace. Ever since the post 9/11 
US invasion, the country is lad-

en with intensifying violence, and clouds 
of embroiling turmoil keep hovering over 
it that continues to ensure mayhem reper-
cussion over the regional security archi-
tecture. For two decades, the unresolved 
dispute has become one of the most hostile 
conflicts of contemporary times, wrecking 
unprecedented catastrophes at the state 
and regional levels. Notwithstanding the 
pessimistic assertions of the past, the Af-
ghanistan peace process became a ray of 
hope for regional peace and stability. The 
historic “US- Taliban deal,” under the Trump 
administration in the year 2020, followed 
by the resumption of the “intra- Afghan 
peace process” apparently foreseen as a 
roadmap for conflict resolution. The deal 
with the Taliban has been one of the fewer 
accomplishments for President Trump. On 
the other hand, it also put the new Biden 
administrations in doldrums vis-à-vis ex-
ecution of the policy- that seemingly opt-
ing divergent approach. The majority of 
the policy principles towards Afghanistan 
had been subtle. In hindsight, the year 
2017, President Trump administration 
revamped Obama’s Af-Pak policy of Clear, 
Build, Hold, Transfer (CBHT) with new Re-
gionalize, Realign, Reconcile, and Reinforce 
and Sustain policy (R4+S), prioritizing the 
notion of “winning war in Afghanistan and 
condition-based drawdown of troops rath-
er aiming at the national building. Thus to-
wards the Afghanistan crisis over the years 
the US by and large remained coercive and 
assertive in its rapprochement and recon-
ciliation policies rip to shreds the influence 
of Taliban and prompting democratic gov-
ernance architecture, now initiated “honey 

fugled approach through negotiations” to 
smoothen its path for pulling out from Af-
ghanistan. Amid recent circumstances, the 
notion of victory understandably confined 
to its peaceful escape plan, irrespective of 
post-withdrawal constraints that may in-
voke catastrophes domestically in Afghan-
istan and the interweaving of the entire 
region.

Given the recent development vis-à-
vis Afghanistan peace process, it is argu-
able what the US and Taliban want to make 
out of this deal? The riposte is simple, the 
Taliban wants to be dominant and exclu-
sive whereas the US hopes for withdrawal 
through using peaceful means. Introspec-
tion of the [vary deal] suggests that the Tal-
iban seemingly on the repossession path of 
their empire which they lost into the hands 
of the US since the instigation of Operation 
Enduring Freedom in the year 2001. The 
non-state entity desires an unimaginable 
power and legitimacy among the interna-
tional community. Their persuasiveness of 
negotiations coupled with asymmetric co-
ercion (maintaining pressure through vi-
olence) is reasonably bringing far-fetched 
outcomes. 

Biden’s Endgame
Vis-à-Vis Afghanistan Quagmire

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi
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Under the new Biden 
administration Islamabad 

suggestions  Doha Process 
should be amalgamated, 

preserving the international 
community’s adjustment and 
the development gains made 

over the years, ensuring 
an orderly and responsible 

withdrawal making sure 
that reduction in violence 
and ceasefire is achieved 

at the earliest, culminating 
the Afghan-led and Afghan-

owned process into a 
political solution, securing 

the international community’s 
financial engagement to 
support Afghanistan in 
its post-conflict path to 

progress. He said that the 
process should also include 

the long-term reconstruction 
and economic development 

for Afghanistan creating 
pull factors for the Afghan 
refugees to return to their 

homeland with dignity and 
honor through a time bound 

and well-resourced plan.
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Emboldened by its religious ideo-
logical aspirations, the dual strategy 
not only warranted the departure of in-
vasion troops without any success from 
their soil but also secured the release of 
their numerous battle-harden fighters 
at their stakes. On the negotiation table, 
the Taliban holds the inclusive leverage 
of “bargain” whereas the US seemingly in 
no position as it already decided to with-
draw troops from Afghanistan.

Notwithstanding the idealist rheto-
ric, the entire political settlement brings 
substantial gains for the Taliban, mar-
ginal concessions for the US, and a sigh 
of relief for regional stakeholders whilst 
leaving the rest of Afghans reeling with 
an uncertain future.

 As a case point, the US demanding 
the Taliban to disassociate from Al-Qaida 
and offshoot groups and refrain from at-
tacking the US and West at large seems a 
wild goose chase in the dark. A dismay-
ing fact, the Taliban have not even agreed 
to the “ceasefire” yet (largely the key de-
mand by the US), as the entire country 
is still bedewed in a blood bath and em-
broiling turmoil. As a consequence, com-
pliance with the peace agreement from 
the Taliban after regaining their power 
in foreseeable future could turn up wish-
ful thinking for the US.

As far as the power-sharing ar-
rangement is concerned, the Taliban re-
luctant to adhere to government based 
on the contours of a democratic regime. 
Nor, any partial representation in the 
current pro-US government setup is ac-
ceptable to them in Afghanistan. It fol-
lows that an Islamic ideological empire, 
fundamentally aligned with “Shariah 
principles” is their ultimate objective. 
Realistically, the US remains on the re-
ceiving end at the negotiation table with 
the Taliban. Irrespective of mayhem re-
percussions for the future of Afghanistan 
and regional geopolitics, its reductionist 
strategy would scarcely earn it an escape 
cover while trillion dollars investment 
on the US policies- Control, Build, Hold, 

Transfer (CBHT) 
and Regionalize, 
Realign, Reconcile, 
Reinforce and Sus-
tain (R4+S) during 
Obama and Trump 
a d m i n i s t ra t i o n 
ever since invasion 
gone squandered.

Thus, the se-
quential failure of 
policies upraised 
a p p r e h e n s i o n s 
concerning the le-
gitimating of war, 
and the US strug-

gling to justify it over a period of time. 
Moreover, the sub-sequential transfor-
mation led non-coherent and erratic 
strategic paradigm to bring perpetual 
peace through the process of regime 
change that further proved fatal for the 
stabilization of the country. Further-

more, the notion of winning war also be-
came ambiguous, the way it was carried 
out by different administrations in their 
respective eras. The strategy towards 
Afghanistan predominantly loaded with 
pre-conceived policies of military prac-
tices with uncertain rotation of military 
troops, alliances, and manpower tactical-
ly and operationally more often, leading 
to intensifying violence and instigation 
of civil warfare. For instance, Obama’s 
strategy of CBHT was overlying on the 
US military practices, enacting strate-
gic ploughs through Northern alliance, 
mercenary forces and its regional allies 
became ineffective due to uncertain im-
peratives that needed to be addressed at 
first hand by the US policy orientation 
goals.

Conversely, President Trump’s NSS 
desires for inclusive and meaningful 
victory by revamping the prior policy 
has added fuel to the fire. The policy of 
troop’s withdrawal in Afghanistan, and 
strategically applying pressure on the 
Taliban’s seemingly become a redun-
dant practice. The shift from the idea of 
nation-building to victory in Afghani-
stan without implying the state and na-
tion-building process in the true sense, 
raised serious apprehensions because 
the notion of victory in Afghanistan for 
the US has already become obsolete.

Without any doubt, the Afghanistan 
conflict remains one of the key challeng-
es for the Biden administration. In the 
account of this, the new administration 
sought to find a plausible solution to the 
decade’s long crisis. Ever since Biden 
took the US presidential charge, all eyes 
on him for his manoeuvring strategies 
towards the Afghanistan Peace Process. 
So far it remains subtle and inconclu-
sive as the current peace process draws 
ambiguous configurations. The very 
first formal strategy of President Biden 
came in the form of a written letter to 
his Afghan President. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken mentioned the number 
of measures the US deliberates to take 
to “move matters more profoundly and 
rapidly” toward a political settlement 
with the Taliban and a cease-fire, giving 
the first tangible indication into Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s strategy to disengage 
the US from one of the longest war in his-
tory. With reference to a letter to Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani, the US proposed 
shifting the primary venue for the Af-
ghan consultations from Qatar to Turkey 
and prioritizing efforts there to form a 
provisional government bringing in the 
Taliban as an equal partner.

Fortifying a regional agreement 
for a path forward in Afghani-
stan is viewed as a difficult but 
crucial step toward comprehen-
sive peace and political develop-
ment. The civil war in Afghan-
istan has created cross-border 
problems for Afghanistan’s near 
neighbors, including Pakistan, 
India, and China—all of which 
are keen to figure the state’s fu-
ture to some degree, along with 
Russia. U.S. administrators have 
confidence in an international 
effort would force the stakehold-
ers to work more rapidly to ex-
change the terms of a provisional 
government, while neutralizing 
their dueling agendas. This US 
approach depicts that American 
and regional actor’s pressure will 
be indispensable to move these 
consultations headfirst with 
US favorable outcomes. They 
also reflect the Biden admin-
istration’s realization that it’s 
forthcoming pronouncements 
on whether to withdraw by May 
1, as per the previously agreed 
proposal, or offers an exclusive 
point of influence with the two 
Afghan parties—leverage which 
will dissipate once the choice is 
announced.
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  In order to address such dissim-
ilarities, the US has planned that the 
two sides agree on a set of principles 
under which the provisional govern-
ment would proceed. The draft set of 
principles circulated by the US comes 
down on the side of modernity and 
democracy – that has been the clash-
ing with Taliban

This American swift effort to 
drive the two Afghan parties into a 
coalition government seems Unlike-
ly to produce results fast enough to 
facilitate a withdrawal of remaining 
American and NATO forces by May 1. 
The initiative could prove beneficial, 
nevertheless, if it impels 
the two Afghan sides to at 
least begin engaging on the 
principles upon which any 
such expanded government 
should operate.

In addition to the 
points offered by the Biden 
administration, such con-
versations could usefully 
seek more specificity re-
garding modifications to 
the current constitution-
al order, arrangements 
to monitor and enforce a 
permanent ceasefire, pro-
cedures to amalgamate the 
two opposing armies, and 
provisions to reintegrate 
former fighters back into civilian life.

Intra-Afghan Political Fissures
Divergent interests of the Af-

ghanistan political leadership and 
key stakeholders in one of the key 
aspect of the fragmentation of the Af-
ghanistan peace process and it seems 
one of the most ignored fact too be-
cause largely it never coincides with 
the interest of the actors that desires 
to bring the with the US withdrawal 
in compliance to the protocols of the 
US, Taliban deal. One of the key as-
sertions for this impediment is the 
perceptions of power-sharing after 
the US withdrawal from Afghanistan. 
As the US withdrawal would open a 
new window for the regional actors 
to pursue their respective interests.

Intra-Afghan political cohesion 
concerning the Afghanistan peace 
process is one of the key impediments 
that hamper the prospects of peace-
ful political stalemate at the state 
level. The drive for perpetual peace 
in Afghanistan has brought Kabul’s 
political leadership at odds and sub-
verted the US.-backed government, 
which has deemed the chances of 
inclusive consensus-building among 
the key stakeholders. As matter of 
fact, all the entities have separate 
proposed plans that are aligned to 
their personal choices and interests, 
rather than for the state. Taliban’s at 

Centre stage, Warlords as Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, Abdur Rashid Dostum, 
and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
has his own multiphase plan. The 
apparitions are riotously dissimilar 
in magnitude and depth. Neverthe-
less, there is one converging aspect 
of the establishment of a transitional 
government in Kabul, with many of 
Ghani’s political adversaries aiming 
to gain more power for themselves 
amid such strategies. With exception 
of the Taliban, the central govern-
ment in Kabul, however, seems con-
fident to overcome the widening di-
visions and vows to foster uniformity 
among intra-state key stakeholders. 
However, the current lack of con-
sensus, just weeks away from a May 

1 deadline set by the US, could place 
the Taliban at a further advantage 
in negotiations over who controls 
post-settlement Afghanistan. With 
the US withdrawal as per the US-Tal-
iban deal likely to delay and a new 
peace proposal on the table, the Tali-
ban faces foreseeable crossroads. It is 
pertinent to mention that Official and 
unofficial power brokers in Kabul 
have been deeply divided for years,  
with Ghani and Abdullah maintain-
ing one of the ferocious contentions. 
Both leaders were the front-runners 
in the country’s most recent election 
that was decided by a slim margin for 

Ghani amid allegations of 
fraud. The election before 
that, also between Abdul-
lah and Ghani saw a similar 
result that was determined 
with an imprecise pow-
er-sharing settlement that 
in many ways flagged both 
political leaders’ variances. 
Contrary to that, Dostum’s 
peace plan calls for the 
rights of different ethnic 
minorities and the decen-
tralization of political and 
military control. While on 
the other hand, Hekmat-
yar desires a “non-coali-
tion” government based 
on “non-controversial 

individuals. Although that seems a 
wild goose chase in dark but because 
Hekmatyar’s holds a representation 
of ethnic identity and their interests. 
Key steps in the draft of the US pro-
posed plan already appear to have 
sprawled. The document called for a 
meeting between the two negotiating 
teams in Turkey to jump-start talks 
in Doha, Qatar. Initially, the confer-
ence in Turkey was planned for early 
April, but the date has repeatedly slid 
back, and now concerns surrounding 
the start of Ramadan in mid-April 
have some worried it won’t convene 
until May.

Devoid of an inclusive peace 
deal, the pulling out of the US forces 
from Afghanistan could permit the 
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Taliban to attain considerable ter-
ritory under their power jurisdic-
tions. Although the political leader-
ship of the Taliban claims violence 
reduction, however, its fighters have 
launched operations mounting prow-
ess and recapturing territory around 
major Afghan cities and towns in re-
cent months.

The extended US diplomatic 
push for a peace deal is envisioned 
to avoid an unsystematic withdrawal 
of US forces from Afghanistan. That 
close-fitting deadline is being overt-
ly pronounced by US officials as an 
opportunity for progress, but Afghan 
stakeholders have expressed grave 
concerns. Conceivably the more no-
table political fissure aggravated by 
increased US diplomatic pressure is 
that between Abdullah and Ghani. 
While Hamid Karzai opinioned the 
US approach has “not necessarily” 
brought the Afghan president and 
Abdullah closer together, but he said 
he is also confident divergent ideas 
will sooner or later weave. Karzai’s 
public statements in the face of in-
creased US pressure have been unde-
monstrative. During his last years in 
office, he was a fierce critic of the US, 
predominantly on civilian casualties, 
and has often blasted Ghani’s more 
measured stand on the issue. He’s 
also been at odds with Abdullah and 
out of office remains one of the coun-
try’s most powerful political players.

 As far as President Ghani is con-
cerned, he tends to opt for a different 

proposal reaching an end state that 
will include, in the first phase, a con-
sensus on a political settlement and 
an internationally monitored cease-
fire. The second phase will be holding 
a presidential election and the estab-
lishment of a “government of peace” 
and implementation arrangements 
for moving towards the new political 
system. The third phase will involve 
building a “constitutional frame-
work, reintegration of refugees and 
development” for Afghanistan mov-
ing forward.

Above all the Taliban one of the 
key stakeholders in the Afghanistan 
crisis vows to follow the manual 
book of a deal carried out under the 
Trump administration. The Taliban 
warned Washington against defying 
a May 1 deadline for the withdrawal 
of American and NATO troops from 
Afghanistan.

The Taliban issued their warning 
at a press 
conference 
in Moscow, 
the day after 
meeting se-
nior Afghan 
government 
negotiators 
and inter-
n a t i o n a l 
o b s e r v e r s 
to try to 
j u m p s t a r t 
a stalled 
peace pro-

cess to end Afghanistan’s decades of 
war.

As far as Pakistan is concerned, 
it has emerged as one of the key ac-
tors in the Afghanistan Peace Pro-
cess. Pakistan facilitated the land-
mark first round of direct talks 
between the Afghan government 
and the Taliban in Islamabad in July 
2015. The process broke down after 
the Taliban announced the death of 
their long-time leader Mullah Omar, 
triggering a bitter internal power 
struggle. In December 2018, Paki-
stan had also arranged rare direct 
talks between Washington and the 
Taliban, paving the way for the Doha 
peace deal between the two sides. It 
has committed One billion US dollars 
for Afghanistan’s development and 
reconstruction out of which near-
ly $500 million have already been 
spent on infrastructure and capacity 
building projects. Pakistan has long 
voiced concern over India’s influence 
in Afghanistan and Biden’s intent of 
including Delhi would create resent-
ments towards Islamabad.

To conclude, war-torn Afghan-
istan deserves enduring peace and 
stability as its generations remained 
under the clout of violence, blood-
shed, and gun smoke for decades. 
Therefore, all the stakeholders must 
put a collective effort for the perpetu-
al peace, stability of the country that 
will ultimately generate prospects of 
positive-sum gains.
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limate change is an ultimate and 
urgent threat worldwide. 
The global com-
munity has 

been working 
for a long on 
climate ac-
tion. The 
w o r l d 
n e e d s 
to im-
p l e -

ment a 
new para-
digm that cata-
lyzes industry sec-
tors to initiate action. 
On the other side, Pub-
lic and Private 
partnership is 
vital to 
r e -
d u c e 
e m i s s i o n s 
and spur trans-
formative modifi-
cation. In climate 
discussions, am-
bition refers to the 
collective tenacity of 
the countries worldwide 
through both domestic ac-
tion and international initia-
tives to cut global greenhouse 
gas emissions to a point where 
the goal seems achievable. Am-
bition further signifies the genuine 
steps that countries are taking to reach 
out the temperature goal. Unfortunately, 
Human activities have enlarged carbon di-
oxide emissions and driving up tempera-
tures. Extreme weather and melting polar 
ice are among the potential effects. The 
average temperature of the Earth is about 
15C but has been considerably higher and 
lower in the past. Apart from the natural 
variations in the climate, the temperatures 

are now increasing quicker than ever be-
fore. This quick surge in the green-

house effect describes how 
the Earth’s atmosphere 

traps some of the 
Sun’s energy. 

This heats 
b o t h 

t h e l o w e r 
a t m o s p h e r e a n d 

the surface of t h e 
planet. Without this 
effect, the Earth would 

be about 30C colder and 
aggressive to live. The cli-

mate of the Earth has 
changed throughout 

history. According to 
NASA in the past 
650,000 years, 
there have 

been seven cy-
cles of glacial ad-

vance and evacuation, 
with the sudden end 

of the last ice age 
about 11,700 

years ago marking 
the commence-
ment of the 

modern cli- mate era 
and human civilization. 

Most of these climate 
changes are credited to 

minor vari- ations in Earth’s 
t ra j e c t o r y that change the 
q u a n t i t y of solar energy our 
p l a n e t obtains. 

There is doubt 
about how unlimited 
the effect of a chang-
ing climate will be. It 
could become a rea-

son for freshwater 
scarcities, intense-
ly altering our ca-
pability to produce 

food, and could up-
surge the number of 

deaths from floods, 
storms and heat-
waves.There is doubt 
about how unlimited 
the effect of a chang-
ing climate will be.  

The climate of the 
Earth has changed 
throughout history. 
According to NASA 
in the past 650,000 
years, there have 
been seven cycles 
of glacial advance 
and evacuation, 

with the sudden end 
of the last ice age 

about 11,700 years 
ago marking the 

commencement of 
the modern climate 

era and human 
civilization.
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It could become a reason for fresh-
water scarcities, intensely altering our 
capability to produce food, and could up-
surge the number of deaths from floods, 
storms and heatwaves. This is since 
climate change is expected to rise the 
occurrence of extreme weather events 
though connecting any single event to 
global warming is complex. In short, 
Climate change is affecting every coun-
try around the globe. It is upsetting the 
economies and lives of many. Weather 
patterns are changing, sea levels are es-
calating, and weather events are becom-
ing more life-threatening. Last year a 
report issued by the world metrological 
department revealed that after decreas-
ing for a maximum of the last decade, 
hunger is once again on the increase 
around the world, and climate change is 
a prime cause. The report showed that 
in 2018, over 820 million people suf-
fered from hunger 2010. Climate vari-
ability is one of the vital contributors to 
this upsurge in global distractions due 
to food insecurity, displacement, and 
deaths from adversities. Food supplies 
in some of the most vulnerable regions 
in the world are being unswervingly af-
fected by influences such as crop failures 
and locust swarms. Exceptional drought 
trailed by tremendously substantial rain-
fall reduced the seasonal crop harvested 
in the Horn of Africa during 2019. These 
uneven weather patterns and climate 
patterns also contributed to the worst 
desert locust attack in 25 years, which 
further endangered the crop stock in the 
region. As a result, by the end of 2019, 
over 22 million people only in the Horn 
of Africa faced severe food insecurity. 
Displacements of over 22 million people 
due to catastrophes in 2019 were due to 
severely impacted weather events. This 
number shows a 25% increase than in 
2018. Floods and storms were the main 
causes of this distress. It included Tropi-
cal Cyclone Idai in Mozambique and Hur-
ricane Dorian in the Bahamas. Both of 
which dropped unprecedented amounts 
of rainfall and displaced tens of thou-
sands of residents. During two separate 
summer heatwaves in European coun-
tries recorded all-time higher than ever. 
Temperatures remained high in numer-
ous countries across Europe and at least 
1,462 deaths were noted. It is pertinent 
to mention that the effects of climate 
change on human health extend beyond 
just hunger and heart-related disease. 
The dengue virus has seen widespread 
worldwide. The number of cases rap-
idly grew and now has become a threat 
to about half of the world’s population. 
Australia experienced the highest warm 

temperatures and dangerous drought, 
which further created the perfect storm 
for the wildfires that, burned over 7 mil-
lion hectares (17 million acres) in New 
South Wales and Victoria alone. The fire 
activity was not just limited to Australia; 
however, Siberia and South America’s 
Amazon rain forests saw huge wildfires 
as well. 

Climate change is a humanitarian 
emergency. Today, one climate-related 
adversity happens every 1-2 days. Un-
derprivileged people are the ones more 
affected by climate change. Those who 
do not have enough resources to de-
fend themselves from catastrophes or 
live in vicinities where climate effects 
like floods, droughts and storms hit the 
toughest. We have no other option left 
for us than to gather and work on climate 
action, which is the need of the time. A 
solid plan of action is required to move 
along for a positive and result oriented 
approach. All it starts with ambition. This 
climate ambition can further indulge into 
climate action but the constant effort is 
the utter need.

Global climate ambitions:
The good news is that thrust has 

been building since the adoption of the 
Paris Agreement. Since then, countries 
around the globe and key actors are 
aligning their plans, policies and pro-
jections with the Agreement, though 
things are moving slowly and a more 
quick approach is required. It is because 
the impacts of climate change have been 
growing; often with frightening results, 
extending from wildfires, droughts, 
flooding, and hurricanes to sea-level rise, 
ocean acidification to the melting of the 
permafrost. The Paris Agreement also 
emphasized scientific research that fur-
ther give us far better precision on the 
scale of the threats that we face. This 
includes a revolutionary 2018 report by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) with an unambiguous 
message: a path exists to 1.5°C, but the 
window for achieving it is declining rap-
idly. Besides, we must decrease global 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 45 

per cent by 2030 and need to accom-
plish carbon detachment by 2050. The 
bottom line is that while drive exists, 
we need much more climate ambition 
to deal with the current situation. We do 
not have enough time to think as it’s the 
right time to act pragmatically. Climate 

change is outpacing us quickly and needs 
an urgent retort by all sections of society. 
The choices we make on ambition ev-
ery time while emphasizing in the Paris 
Agreement will deeply affect us. It will 
also affect the planet we live in and will 
leave for future generations. According 
to a report published by UNDP, the ma-
jority of countries are dedicated to fight-
ing out climate change and making prog-
ress in this regard even in the challenging 
contemporary scenario in development 
circumstances. There have been many 
evolved ideas to deal with the issue of cli-
mate change. It also shows the intentions 
of the Nations to make progress on ambi-
tion. The combat against climate change 
is one we must win. All it needs is will to 
analyze the situation and to use the in-
formation both as a suggestion of current 
trends and as inducement for reassuring 
greater climate action by all segments of 
society. The Paris Agreement aims to pre-
vent hazardous climate change by rapid-
ly phasing out GHG emissions by the sec-
ond half of the century while endorsing 
sustainable development goals. Carbon 
dioxide (CO2) from burning fossil fuels is 
the leading source of heat-trapping emis-
sions. In December 2015, a 197-member 
agreement reached climate talks in Paris. 
The agreement contained a request to 
limit the growth in the world’s average 
surface temperatures to “well below” 
2°C above pre-industrial times. It also 
sets a goal of removing global GHG emis-
sions by the second half of the century 
or at least compensating any remaining 
emissions through, for instance, forest 
development. The NDCs are the strength 
of the Paris Agreement. They define each 
country’s self-determined strategies for 
decreasing GHG emissions, character-
istically in five- or ten-year periods. It 
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also includes plans to upsurge flexibility 
to a world with more heatwaves, floods, 
droughts, wildfires and more powerful 
storms, or classify requirements for ac-
climatizing to such impacts. According to 
UNDP’s recent report, So far, 184 nations 
have submitted their first NDCs and one. 
However, current NDC pledges, while an 
exit from business-as-usual situations, 
set the world on the path for an addition-
al increase of about 10.7% in GHG emis-
sions by 2030. This is what revealed by 
the analysis of UNFCCC. It further said 
China, United States, European Union 
and India are responsible for just above 
half of the world’s total GHG emissions. 
A crucial belief in the Paris Agreement 
is that no country should relapse on its 
quantified targets. All countries are ex-
pected to submit progressively ambitious 
NDCs every five years, often labelled as a 
“ratchet mechanism”. Given cumulative 
risks from present routes of tempera-
ture upsurge, the Paris Agreement also 
intend to reinforce the global response 
on adaptation by describing a worldwide 
objective that would surge the aptitude 
of all to be climate resilient and adjust to 
hostile impacts of climate change along 
with reducing vulnerabilities. In short, 
adaptation has always been a priority for 
developing countries. Medium- and long-
term adaptation scheduling is progres-
sively seen as a main factor to prepare for 
future climatic conditions.

Unfortunately, in this century, GHG 
emissions from human activities have 
increased to new record highs. Accord-
ing to UNFCCC analysis in 2016, Global 
GHG emissions calculated as 50.8 billion 
tonnes, which is more than 48% since 
1990. Energy supply all from coal-fired 
power plants to oil refineries is the chief 
cause of these GHGs, accounting for 34% 
of emissions worldwide in 2016, ahead 
of industry (22%) and transport (14%). 
In recent years, technology prices for so-
lar panels and wind energy have fallen. In 
many parts of the world, renewables are 
now the lowest-cost source of new pow-
er generation. According to IEA, Thus far, 
international energy-related CO2 emis-
sions rose 1.7% in 2018, the resilient up-
surge since 2013 amongst higher energy 
demand. From 2014-16, the increase 
broke with a “Paris Pause” that had el-
evated optimism that a peak was immi-
nent. In May 2019, levels of heat-trap-
ping CO2 in the air rose to 415 parts per 
million, greater than those witnessed in 
nature in at least 800,000 years. In many 
nations around the globe, Public pressure 
for harder action is mounting particular-
ly among young people who will succeed 
to a heater planet. In various countries, 

all sectors of society are getting involved 
whether they are local governments, in-
vestors, private companies, civil society 
and others. This is because everyone 
involved is observing an already deterio-
rating vari- ability of 
effects f r o m 

c l i - m a t e 
c h a n g e . They in-
clude soil erosion, more crop damages, 
condensed water, hunger and malnu-
trition, heat-related ailments, wildfires, 
shifting fish stocks, losses of habitat for 
wildlife and a melt of ice and snow that is 
floating sea levels. The Paris Agreement’s 
goals necessitate an emissions peak as 
soon as conceivable, trailed by sharp 
decreases. Consequently, many around 
the world believe that climate ambitions 
are the fundamentals in contemporary 
scenarios. The UN Secretary-General 
has emphasized that countries and the 
private sector should take conclusive ac-
tions to stop the increase in GHG emis-
sions followed by profound cuts.

2020 in a glance:
According to the report published 

by UNDP last year, At least 112 nations, 
representing 53% of global GHG emis-
sions and counting several of the devel-
oping countries that are the utmost vul-
nerable to climate change, have shown 
their will and intentions to review their 
plans for combating global warming in 
2020. Within this assembly, 75 countries, 
representing 37% of global GHG emis-
sions, are leading the way with aims to 
augment ambition in their next NDCs, 
both by cutting GHG emissions and 
counting actions to make societies more 
strong to the waning impacts of climate 
change, or going along with both options. 
The countries have also underlined a 
variety of actions to restraint climate 
change. It can be alterations to current 
projects and programmes or far-reach-
ing strategies and plans to phase out net 
GHG emissions by mid-century. The re-
maining 37 nations, representing 16% 
of global GHGs, aims to revamp their 
present plans. This revamp may be to 

replicate modern scientific data or incli-
nations in emissions or to include deci-
sions from the last UN climate meeting 
in Poland in 2018 where the comprehen-
sive rules of the Paris Agreement were 
decided such as how to mend transpar-
ency and understanding. By emulating 
this process, chances for daring action 
might arise. For instance, renewable en-
ergy technology expenses have tumbled 
vividly since 2015 and may now be more 
viable to scale up. There are chances and 
hopes that more countries will come for-
ward to become climate leaders in times 
to come. 14 nations have gestured they 
have no plans to submit reviewed climate 
plans. Meaningfully, 41 countries includ-
ing developed nations are still deciding 
on how they aim to approach their NDC 
revisions, whereas another 20 have ideas 
to review NDCs and are looking for the 
sources to do so. It was also mentioned in 
the said report that 10 remaining coun-
tries have provided no information re-
garding their plans. The thing to discuss 
and mention is that some countries had 
already set themselves very ambitious 
goals in 2015 and consequently may find 
it tougher to do so again. On the other 
hand, many developing nations want to 
do more but need money to attain their 
ambitions. 

Climate change and sustainable 
development goals:

Governments across the globe 
gradually identifying that action to ad-
dress climate change is obligatory for 
delivering the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) to eliminate poverty and 
hunger and decrease disparity. Climate 
change is now disturbing national econo-
mies and upsetting lives, with an uneven 
effect on the deprived community. This 
also highlights the need to revise climate 
change policies, which is ever more se-
rious for resilient sustainable develop-
ment. The amalgamation of climate and 
development policies can aid to advance 
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ambition and is vigorous to maintain 
climate-vulnerable sectors such as 
water supplies, agriculture, and 
public health, as well as to coherent 
precise actions to authorize and support 
women, youth and other electorates that 
are susceptible to climate change. Sev-
eral countries, including Nepal, Guy-
ana and Lebanon, are breaking down 
the barriers and moving forward to 
prioritize the climate and develop-
ment agendas as one. 88 coun-
tries and their governments are 
busy generating sturdier links 
with SDGs, as well as aligning 
with development and sectoral 
strategies and goals. This could 
be said to be the second most 
significant cause for deliberate 
revisions to NDCs. According to the 
previously mentioned report, consoli-
dation of original data and evidence (92 
nations) graded higher and 67 nations 
aim to integrate deliberations about gen-
der equality and women’s empowerment 
into their reviewed plans while knowing 
the dynamic roles that women can play in 
fighting out the effects of climate change 
and assisting to decrease GHG emissions. 
Understanding the link and setting devel-
opment goals can also strengthen action 
to eradicate poverty and hunger. For in-
stance, Ghana’s present NDC emphases 
on sustainable land use including food 
security, strengthening infrastructure 
such as bridges or roads to deal with 
flooding or landslides, and impartial so-
cial development.

Once we talk about constraints par-
ticularly those faced by developing na-
tions, access to finance is the major sole 
obstacle to raising ambition. Globally, 
total climate associated finance flows, in-
cluding private sector investments in so-
lar or wind energy to investments being 
protected against river flooding was $681 
billion in 2016 with an increase of 17% 
compared to 2013-14. In 2009, devel-
oped nations promised to assemble $100 

bil-
l i o n 
being cli- mate 
finance each y e a r 
for develop- i n g 
countries by 2020. This 
pledge was both from public 
and private sources. This pledge is also 
an effort under Paris Agreement. Ar-
rangement of funds for NDC implementa-
tion can be done mainly through interna-
tional funding or domestic public funds. 
So far, Less than 30% have mobilized 
funds from international loans or do-
mestic private sources whereas less than 
10% have had access to international 
private finance. Countries with a finance 
plan have more often accomplished mo-
bilising domestic public funding for their 
NDCs. They also clearly get benefit while 
mobilization of international grants. 

Pakistan’s stance on climate 
change:

In Pakistan, climatic change is esti-
mated to have extensive impacts. These 
include, reduced agricultural output, in-
creased variability of water accessibility, 
enlarged coastal erosion and seawater 
incursion, and augmented frequency of 
life-threatening climatic events. Accord-
ing to German Watch, in the past 20 years 
due to its geographical location, Pakistan 
has been ranked worldwide in the top ten 
countries maximum affected by climate 
change. According to the Global Climate 
Risk Index annual report for 2020, Pa-
kistan has lost 0.53% per unit GDP, ago-
nized financial losses worth US$ 3792.52 

m i l -
lion and 

seen 152 
d a n g e r o u s 

weather events from 1999 
to 2018. According to the analysis 

by the Asian Development Bank, the so-
cioeconomic expenses of environmental 
deprivation are substantial with climate 
adaptation requirements ranging be-
tween $7 billion and $14 billion per year. 
To mitigate the hostile effects of climate 
change, Pakistan is taking measures at 
policy, management and operational 
levels to deal with the situation. Paki-
stan has also launched the Eco-system 
Restoration Initiative (ESRI) for easing 
the conversion towards environmental-
ly resilient Pakistan by mainstreaming 
adaptation and vindication through en-
vironmentally targeted initiatives. These 
include biodiversity conservation, af-
forestation, augmenting policy with the 
aims of Nationally Determined Contri-
bution (NDC) and achieving Land Degra-
dation Neutrality (LDN) in Pakistan. This 
initiative aims to create a self-governing, 
translucent and inclusive financial mech-
anism in Pakistan called “Eco-system 
Restoration Fund (ESRF)”. The ten Billion 
Tree Tsunami Programme is designed 
to contest the hostile effects of global 
warming. This is the project covering all 
the provinces including AJK and GB with 
provincial budgetary share. This project 
also implements an extensive sharing ap-
proach through provincial and federation 
forestry departments. In PSDP 2019-20 
an amount of Rs 7.5 billion was allocated 
for this project out of which Rs 6.0 billion 
has been released to provinces. Season-
al Tree Planting Campaigns are also in 
progress to plant more trees all across 
Pakistan. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
also launched the Clean Green Pakistan 
Index (CGPI) for generating a mechanism 
for consolidation of municipal service de-
livery by local governments. The process 
is long and needs more attention as well 
as participation but the journey is still in 
progress to meet the targets. 
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n March 27, the Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and his Irani-
an counterpart Javad Zarif inked 
the $400 billion agreement in 

Tehran, which spreads over 25 years en-
compassing telecommunications (5G), 
infrastructure, banking, free trade zones 
as well as a vast expansion in military 
cooperation. In exchange, China will 
benefit from a steady and secure supply 
of discounted oil to cater to its ever-in-
creasing needs. This latest development 
is another feather in the cap of the Chi-
nese multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) and at one end it will help 
alleviate the downtrodden Iranian econ-
omy while on the other hand, it 
provides China with a strong foot-
hold in the Middle East and serves 
its import/export diversification 
agenda.

The Iran-China relations 
have been progressive since the 
official recognition of the People’s 
Republic of China by the Iranian 
Empire in 1967 and the establish-
ment of diplomatic ties in 1971. 
The Iranian revolution in 1979 
seemed to be a stumbling block 
in the positive relations between both 
nations but after the outbreak of the 
Iran-Iraq War, where the US and USSR 
both were supporting the Iraqi regime, 
China choose to back Iran and provided 
with material support. This move paved 
the path for fraternal relations between 
Iran and China in the future. As Supreme 
Leader Ali Khamenei said, “In cooper-
ating with other countries, we prefer to 
deal with countries for which our nation 
does not harbour bitter memories”.

The BRI, apart from being the big-
gest developmental projects and an engi-
neering marvel of this century, is objec-
tive is to embrace landlocked states in 
Central Asia, establish land connections 

with Western Asia, Europe, as well as 
African partners. In addition to this, it is 
a scheme to become independent from 
naval powers, especially the US Navy, 
which controls all strategic points on 
the maritime route connecting East Asia 
with Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa, 
and Europe. The Middle East region in 
this regard is the most important piece 
of the jigsaw puzzle after South Asia. As 
Ben Simpfendorfer writes in his book 
‘The New Silk Road: How a Rising Arab 
World is Turning Away From the West 
and Rediscovering China’, that “Silk Road 
is about more than a trading route. It is 
about the historical, geographical, and 

religious ties that 
have bound the 
Silk Road econo-
mies together. The 
rise of China, the 
rise of oil prices, 
and the events af-
ter September 11 
have reinvigorat-
ed them, making 
the Silk Road rel-
evant once again.” 

The Middle 
East, including 
Iran, constitutes 
a core part of the 
new Chinese proj-

ect. Andrew Scobell quite rightly points 
out that the region “has become of great-
er importance to China than ever before. 
Indeed, Beijing now seems to perceive 
the Middle East as an extension of China’s 
periphery as well as a zone of fragility. 
Moreover, China has become concerned 
about the stability of regimes in the re-
gion after being largely agnostic for many 
decades”.

A few years ago, the question that 
whether China and Iran have convergent 
or divergent interests will decide the fate 
of their relationship in future and pros-
pects of BRI expansion. However, the re-
cent development shows that both states 
share a common goal and Iran plays a 
leading role in the ongoing process of 
regional integration and is, therefore, a 
desirable political ally for China. Since 
2010, Iran has gained more than any 
other regional power and its increasing 
influence in Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Yemen 
and Qatar shows the country’s soft pow-
er. From the Iranian point of view, the ac-
tive participation and engagement in the 
BRI can only further enhance its regional 
role.

Iran-China 
Deal, BRI 
Accomplishment



     May 2021    Melange  | 23 

The current level of Iran’s relations 
with the People’s Republic of China could 
be described as positive and constructive. 
Their political cooperation was limited in 
the past, but now both states are coop-
erating. A pragmatic alliance of both na-
tions is a result of the political pressure 
from the West, as well as an economic 
necessity because both perceive the US 
presence in Asia as a threat to their na-
tional security. For this reason, the PRC 
and Iran undertake activities that aim at 
limiting the U.S.’s sphere of influence in 
the Middle East, Central Asia, East Asia, 
and Southeast Asia. Moreover, this is the 
main reason why their policies are also 
attractive to the Russian Federation. This 
powerful political trio has an almost un-
limited political potential to block any 
American or any other Western initiative 
in Asia. Moreover, China sells military 
equipment to Iran and both states coop-
erate on a number of security issues.

During President Xi’s visit to Teh-
ran in 2016, he stressed that China and 
Iran were natural partners as far as the 
implementation of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative was concerned. He also called on 
both sides to boost cooperation in infra-
structure, interconnectivity, production 
capacity and energy in the framework of 
the BRI. In response, Ali Khamenei said 
that Iran would push the bilateral practi-
cal cooperation to a new high. Soon after 
that Xi met President Rouhani and signed 
17 multi-billion-dollar agreements.

On the sidelines of the BRI forum 
for international cooperation 2017, Chi-
na’s Finance Minister Xiao Jie openly 
declared: “Iran not only could partici-
pate in carrying out the plan within their 
borders, but they could also be a force to 
execute the New Silk Road vision in other 
countries. With Iran’s combined effort, 
we will try to eliminate a number of bur-
densome international regulations that 
might disturb our financial relations”. 

In September 2017, on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assem-
bly, President Rouhani said: “About the 

Silk Road and the new plans that China 
has in this regard, we have talked about 
this issue several times with president 
Xi Jinping and Iran is willing to have its 
share and cooperation in this plan. The 
new Silk Road can be beneficial for the 
economic in-
terests of all 
countries that 
were a part 
of this road. 
We welcome 
this plan and 
we have dis-
cussed with 
Chinese au-
thorities in 
this regard 
and we have 
plans about 
it”. Such a 
declaration dispelled initial doubts and 
confirmed Iran’s commitment to the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

In terms of economic ties, trade 
turnover between China and Iran in 1978 
was twenty times greater than in 1971. 
In 2016, both sides traded commodities 
worth over 50 billion USD. Furthermore, 
the current Iranian government intends 
to increase trade with China to 600 bil-
lion USD by 2026. President Rouhani 
would like to boost trade with the Chi-
nese by about 1,000%, however, such a 
high increase in the bilateral trade turn-
over looks very unrealistic, at least for 

the time being and there are 
many obstacles that should be 
removed in order to achieve 
such an ambitious economic 
goal.

John W. Garver claims 
“Iran, along with Pakistan, 
plays an increasingly import-
ant role in providing western 
China access to the oceanic 
highway of the global econ-
omy. Economic and strategic 
factors converge here”.

As far as economic sanc-
tions and their implications 

are concerned, John W. Garver proves 
that, although U.S.-China relations are 
the core element of China’s foreign pol-
icy, “the evidence does not suggest that 
China’s support for the Islamic Republic 
of Iran between 2003 and 2011 has se-
riously injured Sino-American coopera-
tion”. Furthermore, international sanc-
tions imposed on Iran have helped China 
to strengthen its position in this Middle 
Eastern state. For instance, in 2011 Iran’s 
crude oil export to China constituted 
21%, making the People’s Republic of 
China its second most important trade 

partner. In 2014, after the EU had im-
posed its sanctions, China became the 
biggest importer of Iranian crude oil and 
its share in Iran’s export rose to 45%.

In terms of connectivity, the first 
noticeable event in the framework of the 
BRI took place in February 2016, when 
the first direct train from Zhejiang to Teh-
ran, taking around 14 days, 30 days less 
than the maritime voyage. Important ob-
stacles are there for Iran such as border 
controls, some technical issues, diversi-
fication of its export base and exploring 
the possibilities of increased trade with 
Central Asian nations.  

Similarly, the development of one of 
Iran’s main harbours, Chabahar is part of 
the BRI development project. Chabahar 
serves as the gateway to the markets and 
the energy routes of Central Asia and the 
Middle East. One of its main functions is 
to connect the Indian Ocean with trans-
portation hubs in Afghanistan, as well as 
CAR’s. India is one of the main support-
ers of the development of Chabahar be-
cause Indian enterprises have access to 
Afghanistan and CAR’s thus bypassing 
its archrival Pakistan. If there were no 
port investments in Iran, India would not 
have any access to Central Asia due to the 
ongoing border disputes and tensions 
with Pakistan.

At the same time, the Chinese gov-
ernment invests more and more in its 
flagship project in Pakistan, the harbour 
in Gwadar, which is located nearby the 
Iran-Pakistan border.

Undoubtedly, the BRI creates new 
opportunities for China and Iran, and 
the success of BRI depends to a larger 
extent on Iranian participation and sup-
port, especially as far as geopolitical and 
logistical issues are concerned. For this 
reason, the Chinese will do a lot in order 
to please their Iranian counterparts and 
Iranians will do a lot to attract Chinese 
investors and benefit from the project.
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sia-Pacific region is home 
to two-thirds of the world’s 
poor population and with the 
intervention of the Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB), the 

region has become the growth centre of 
the global economy since the inception 
of the 21st century. Despite the ongoing 
(COVID-19) pandemic, ADB has played 
a pivotal role in alleviating poverty, fur-
thering socio-economic development, 
and realizing sustainable, inclusive, and 
holistic development in the South Asia 
region. The global development regime 
faced a huge setback due to the conta-
gion but for developing economies like 
Pakistan it worsened the bottlenecks 
and to overcome the quandary, ADB 
launched COVID-19 Active Response and 
Expenditure Support (CARES) Program. 
The rationale of the CARES program was 
to assist the government of Pakistan in 
mitigating the detrimental impacts of 
COVID-19 on the country’s socio-eco-
nomic development through budgetary 
support and to ensure recovery in growth 
and employment and provide pro-poor 
fiscal stimulus in addition to the counter-
cyclical development expenditures. 

 “This pandemic threatens to se-
verely set back economic, social, and de-
velopment gains in Asia and the Pacific, 
reverse progress on poverty reduction, 
and throw economies into recession.”- 
ADB President Masatsugu Asakawa.

In January 2021, a five-year (2021-
2025) Country Partnership Strategy 
for Pakistan was also endorsed by ADB 
marking out the three key strategic areas 
of cooperation, such as a focus on growth 
through ameliorating the economic man-
agement in the country, building resil-
ience through developing human capital 
and provision of social protection, and 

lastly, boosting competitiveness and pri-
vate sector development. The ADB board 
of directors noted that although struc-
tural reforms have been put into effect 
by Pakistan in 2019 but the COVID-19 
pandemic has disrupted the recovery 
process and therefore ADB extended 
their added support in form of a CARES 
program for overcoming the setback and 
catalyzing the economic growth. More-
over, the meeting concluded with a sug-
gestion to be selective in terms of group 
and locality for the ADB intervention in 
the country and to maintain strong coor-
dination with other development part-
ners active in Pakistan for enhancing the 
development impact. 

ADB is one of the largest develop-
ment partners of Pakistan and for the 
last five decades, it has funded approx. 
$33billion to meet the development 
needs of the country, especially for pov-
erty alleviation, economic growth, and 
achieve the development goals of the 
country.

Poverty indicators show that 24.3% 
of people are currently living below the 
national poverty line in Pakistan, the un-
employment rate is 4.5%, and the mor-
tality rate under-5 is 69 per 1000 lives. 
This is why, eradicating poverty and 
overcoming inequalities is the first pillar 

of the ADB-supported operations in Pa-
kistan and according to the Development 
Effectiveness Review (April 2020), the 
organization has been successful in im-
proving the education or training of 104 
people, generating more than 2135 jobs, 
and establishing one social protection 
scheme. Similarly, in 2019 ADB has sanc-
tioned an additional $200 million loan to 
assist the Ehsaas Programme (the flag-
ship social protection project of the in-
cumbent government of Pakistan) which 
will support more than 5million families 
of Pakistan and so far it has enabled the 
enrollment of over 855,000 women ben-
eficiaries to BISP, or about 15% of the 
eligible beneficiaries. Moreover, in the 
Country Partnership Strategy 2021-25, 
ADB committed to help the underprivi-
leged segment of society and to alleviate 
poverty through skill development, so-
cial protection, quality education, boost-
ing economy, increasing employment 
and focusing on new strategies to reduce 
poverty, which will enable all Pakistani to 
enjoy the fruits of sustainable and inclu-
sive growth. 

In terms of poverty reduction, ADB 
is also committed to mitigating the chal-
lenges of climate change in its member 
countries through financing climate 
resilience projects, such as clean ener-
gy and affordable housing, harnessing 
technology, and developing skills of the 
citizens, and through its independent as-
sessments, which consider climatic im-
pacts of development as their essential 
component. In the case of Pakistan, ADB 
is assisting the country in its transition 
to clean energy, such as financing hydro 
development projects, cleaner public 
transport, developing or improving in-
frastructure as low-carbon assets, mak-
ing cities more livable etc. The results of 

ADB’s Assistance to Pakistan
 A Journey from Poverty to Prosperity

Pakistan acquired membership of 
ADB in 1966 and ever since ADB 
has disbursed $25.18 billion ap-
prox. in cumulative loan and grants 
to Pakistan. These comprised 
of $33.5 billion in loans, $148.5 
million in grants, $190.7 million in 
technical assistance projects, and 
$570 million in ADB-administered 
co-financing in Pakistan.
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the initiative undertaken by ADB under 
its operational pillar 3, namely tackling 
climate change, building climate and di-
saster resilience, and enhancing climate 
sustainability resulted in reducing in ap-
prox. 3.8million tCO2e/year.

Pakistan acquired membership 
of ADB in 1966 and ever since ADB has 
disbursed $25.18 billion approx. in cu-
mulative loan and grants to Pakistan. 
These comprised of $33.5 billion in loans, 
$148.5 million in grants, $190.7 million 
in technical assistance projects, and $570 
million in ADB-administered co-financ-
ing in Pakistan.

In addition to this, ADB has also 
focused on the socio-economic empow-
erment of women of Pakistan and has fa-
cilitated the women of Pakistan through 
the improvement of the justice system, 
microfinancing, and helping the rural 
women through providing biogas plants 
and developing their skills. ADB Country 
Director for Pakistan Xiaohong Yang re-
cently said, “Pakistan could raise GDP by 
as much as 30% if it can close the gender 
gap.” He added, “ADB will prioritise in-
terventions to cut women’s time poverty 
and drudgery by improving their access 
to modern technology, particularly in the 
agriculture sector, connecting them to af-
fordable and reliable energy, and contrib-
uting convenient water supply and sani-
tation solutions.” ADB is helping women 
and girls in Pakistan understand their 
legal rights through community outreach 
activities such as puppet shows, plays, 
and truck art.

In terms of the economic outlook 
of Pakistan, the recent assessment re-
port of Pakistan highlighted that country 
is suffering from low exports, a short-
fall in government income and low-tax 
collection, which is resulting in uneven 
growth. The situation has been exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
nationwide lockdowns imposed by dif-
ferent countries, which had an impact 
on global trade, especially exports. ADB 
responded to the amplified challenges of 
Pakistan by providing loans, technical as-
sistance, grants, and equity investments 
to promote social and economic develop-
ment. After a thorough assessment, the 
financial regime suggested improving 
the national economic outlook through 
the revitalization of public sector enter-

prises, promoting domestic resource mo-
bilization and the capital market, helping 
the poor in the rural region to gain de-
cent jobs, and continue to improve social 
protection, quality education and health 
services. To shore up the public financ-
es, ADB sanctioned $1billion budgetary 
support and $500million for enhancing 
the trade competitiveness to Pakistan in 
2019. 

ADB operations in Pakistan will in-
crease significantly in the next 3 years 
with continued focus on energy, natural 
resource management, urban develop-
ment, transport infrastructure, and in-
stitutional reforms, as well as re-engage-
ment in education and health.

Moreover, the upper echelons of 
the supranational regime committed to 

keep a close check on the debt situation 
and make efforts to disburse additional 
concessional funds to alleviate the debt 
burden and make it sustainable. An equal 
focus has been given to the effective re-
source mobilization at the grassroots and 
enhancing the public sector management 
through reforms in energy, trade and 
capital markets for cumulating the low 
tax to GDP ratio by ADB’s working group. 
Similarly, a suggestion has been made 
to broaden the country’s tax base, com-
mitting to policy reforms, and improving 
the country’s business environment. It 
has been emphasized that reforms are 
required to promote high value-added 
exports, expand social spending, prog-
ress energy sector development, and 
strengthen institutions. The directors of 
ADB emphasized value addition and fur-
thering the synergy between reform pro-
grams and infrastructure investments, 
and between sovereign and non-sover-
eign lending, which should conform with 
the recommendation of the independent 
evaluation department.

In 2020, ADB came up with a 5-year 
program where $10 billion will be spent 
on economic stability and growth where 
employment and economic opportuni-
ties will be provided to the citizens. 

On top of that, the COVID-19 pan-
demic has exacerbated the economic dif-
ficulties and risks of climate change and 
food/water security further threatens 
the sustainability of hard-earned gains. 

A glance at the interventions of ADB 
in Pakistan, it is evident that the organi-
zation places a greater focus on domestic 
resources mobilization, combining insti-
tutional reforms with physical and social 
infrastructure investments to generate 
sustainability and development impact.

Poverty indicators show that 24.3% 
of people are currently living below 
the national poverty line in Pakistan, 
the unemployment rate is 4.5%, 
and the mortality rate under-5 
is 69 per 1000 lives. This is why, 
eradicating poverty and overcoming 
inequalities is the first pillar of 
the ADB-supported operations 
in Pakistan and according to the 
Development Effectiveness Review 
(April 2020), the organization has 
been successful in improving the 
education or training of 104 people, 
generating more than 2135 jobs, and 
establishing one social protection 
scheme. Similarly, in 2019 ADB 
has sanctioned an additional $200 
million loan to assist the Ehsaas 
Programme (the flagship social 
protection project of the incumbent 
government of Pakistan) which 
will support more than 5million 
families of Pakistan and so far it 
has enabled the enrollment of over 
855,000 women beneficiaries to 
BISP, or about 15% of the eligible 
beneficiaries. Moreover, in the 
Country Partnership Strategy 2021-
25, ADB committed to help the 
underprivileged segment of society 
and to alleviate poverty through 
skill development, social protection, 
quality education, boosting economy, 
increasing employment and focusing 
on new strategies to reduce poverty, 
which will enable all Pakistani to 
enjoy the fruits of sustainable and 
inclusive growth. 

Achievements of ADB in Pakistan 
(from 2010 to 2015)
• 2.5 million New households 
connected to electricity
• 8600 km Roads built and up-
graded
• 24.6 million Improved educa-
tional facilities
• 6.5 million Households with 
new or improved water supplies
• 2.2 million Women supported 
with microfinance
• 14.7 million hectares of land 
improved through irrigation, drain-
age, and flood management

 “This pandemic threatens to se-
verely set back economic, social, 
and development gains in Asia 
and the Pacific, reverse progress 
on poverty reduction, and throw 
economies into recession.”- ADB 
President Masatsugu Asakawa.
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he colossal role of telecommuni-
cation in accelerating socio-eco-
nomic development and cultural 
evolution is globally recognized. 

Being a developing state, faced with en-
during developmental challenges, Paki-
stan shrewdly realized the game-changer 
potential of cellular networks. The road 
to digitization and modernization was 
paved by the launch of Instaphone in a 
digitally backward ambience. If we have 
to name one categorical pioneer of Paki-
stan`s journey towards a thriving digital 
society, its Instaphone which crafted the 
contours of our digital future. Thus, Inst-
aphone reserves the honour to kindle the 
cellular communications revolution in 
Pakistan by entering Pakistan`s cellular 
communication panorama in the 1990s. 

It spurred Pakistan`s telecommu-
nication landscape towards a techno-
logical explosion and competitive tra-
jectory. Now, Pakistan is a digital society, 
boasting 90 million diverse subscrib-
ers, approximately 47pc population. As 
the pioneer of the indigenous cellular 
communication industry, the successful 
branding and mainstreaming of Insta-
phone opened doors to other communi-
cation technology giants to launch their 
operations in Pakistan. Instaphone was 
the first cellular company to introduce 
Calling Party Pays (CPP) packages in Pa-
kistan, rendering the officially launched 
Free Incoming Regime obsolete. The in-
troduction of CPP had momen-
tous ramifications upon the digi-
tal future of Pakistan, specifically 
pertaining to its impact upon the 
subscriber base. The subscriber 
base jumped from 306,493 to 
742,606 in just one year, the cal-
culated growth rate was 142%.

The resultant transition 
from relatively less sophisticated 
AMPS to TDMA paved the way 
to myriad digital avenues such 

as SMS, SMS Pulse, Web, Email services. 
Initially, the debut of this simple and 
sophisticated everyday use devise was 
perceived as a merely quiescent public 
utility. The public was also unaware of its 
multi-faceted implications upon the po-
litical, economic and cultural ambience 
of the country. 

Realizing the role of cellular net-
works in sustainable development, 
the government adopted more liberal 
policies to unleash the potential of the 
telecom sector. Government watchdog 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) regulates the cellular communi-
cation landscape, like other developing 
states. Despite being blamed for slug-
gish performance, questionable reliabil-
ity, limited coverage and compromised 
quality of Instaphone performance, PTA 
also facilitated instance to thrive in lo-
cal tech-laggard ambience. The deal be-
tween Instaphone`s owner Arfeen Group 
and Millicom was facilitated by PTA. 

The successful commercial op-
erations of Instaphone in Pakistan ca-
joled foreign tech actors to invest in a 
thriving local tech market. This foreign 
investment and technological largess 
injected momentum in Pakistan`s cel-
lular communications. Subsequently, 
Instaphone also underwent colossal 
rejuvenation under the shadow of this 
burgeoning foreign interest in the local 
telecommunication sector. Instaphone 

swung from Time Division Multiple 
Access (TDMA) approximately equal 
to Global System Mobile (GSM) or sec-
ond-generation (2G) mobile technology 
to third-generation mobile technology 
(3G) or Code Division Multiple Access 
(CDMA). 

Now the question arises that which 
factors decisively launched Instaphone 
as a cellular communications goliath in 
Pakistan? The dearth of cellular com-
munication technology concomitant 
with the tech-laggard public could have 
translated Instaphone story as a finan-
cial disaster. The game-changer factor 
was liberalization policies of government 
concomitant with rigorous advertising 
and marketing drive, utilizing all forms 
of mass media to cajole into adopting 
new cellular phone technology. It man-
aged to persuade the targeted audience 
of all hues and colours owing to innova-
tive omnichannel engagement. Particu-
larly, electronic media platforms were 
saturated by innovative advertising cam-
paigns featuring Instaphone as an em-
blem of the digital century. Instaphone`s 
official statement also acknowledged 
that Arfeen Group reserved a handsome 
budget for marketing and advertising it 
across all possible avenues. 

The astounding development po-
tential of cellular communication can be 

gauged by a case study of Insta-
phone and its development foot-
print. Its mainstream use served 
as a critical change agent for not 
only economic sphere such as 
trade, commerce, business, in-
dustry but also in unexpectedly 
politics, education and culture. 
By breaking the communication 
barriers, it facilitated diffusion 
and dissemination of knowledge, 
modernization of the economy 

Pakistan’s First Mobile 
Communication Service

EMPIRE
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and liberalization of culture. Exchange 
of ideas, knowledge and information 
kindles innovation, a vital component of 
a knowledge-based economy. Thus, Inst-
aphone induced digitization buttressed 
Pakistan`s quest to usher in knowledge 
and innovation-based economy. 

Despite the commendable initia-
tives of Instaphone, the momentum of 
its success was relatively slow. The rea-
son for such disappointing commercial 
prospects resides in the demographic 
makeup of Pakistani society. Society, in 
general, is a tech-laggard, whereby the 
customer base of a meagre portion of 
tech-determinists prevented this novel 
tech initiative from bankruptcy in early 
decades. The lack of resources and ed-
ucation automatically engenders digital 
laggards who not only lack basic skills 
to use modern technologies but also 
disdain and discourage their use. There 
is another unexpected spoiler and that 
is the conservative culture of Pakistan, 
which is more prone to myth-making 
and superstitions. For instance, women, 
youth and children are mostly discour-
aged to use any tech product in 
an attempt to ruthlessly guard 
their modesty. 

It has been a general 
perception that sophisticated 
technological gadgets morally 
corrupt the masses or pose an 
existential threat to local cul-
ture. Unsurprisingly, the use 
of landline phones was also 
discouraged and subjected 
to rigorous intra-family dis-
cipline. Hence, the journey of 
Instaphone amid local custom-
er base is a rocky one, marred 
by myriad ups and downs. It continued 
to struggle in the digital wilderness, at-
tempting to break the local digital ice. 
Finally, its robust struggle bore fruit 
when it gradually garnered a substantial 
customer base concomitant with gradual 
cultural change whereby the use of cel-
lular communications was no more ta-
boo. It was Instaphone`s successful com-
mercial operations that convinced other 
telecom entrepreneurs to enter the local 
market. 

 The sun started to eclipse across 
Instaphone Empire when other vibrant 
competitors started to reverberate the 
telecommunication market around 
2006. As Warid, Mobilink, Jazz, Telenor 
and Ufone started gaining grounds, In-
staphone started to substantially lose 
subscribers. Another decisive factor was 
that Instaphone attained primacy amid a 
non-competitive tech environment. The 
lack of presence of competitive rivals in 

the market led to sluggish internal orga-
nizational bureaucracy. The result was 
poor quality and less appetite for effec-
tive service delivery. 

Amid a painful twist of market dy-
namics, Pakistan`s first cellular company 
was reduced to a meagre customer base 
of 500,000, with 50pc customers resid-
ing in Karachi only. As the telecommu-
nication landscape was undergoing a ro-
bust technological overhaul, the Milicom 
group was smart enough to relinquish 
its commitment to Instaphone. Millicom 
had entered Pakistan in the early 1990s. 
It had owned two cell phone operators 
— Paktel and Instaphone — with local 
telecom partners but it had offloaded its 
share of Instaphone to Arfeen Group.

Despite the reduction of royalty by 
the government for mobile operators, 
from 4% of the gross revenue to only 
1.5%, Instaphone exhibited callous dis-
regard and poor planning vis-à-vis li-
censing fees. Thus, Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA) cancelled the 
license of Instaphone in January 2008, 
citing the country’s first cellular compa-

ny’s failure to pay its outstanding dues. 
The subsequent irrelevance of Inst-

aphone in Pakistan`s telecommunication 
panorama can be scrutinized by Maliha 
Khaqan and Kamran Siddiqi`s research 
titled “Brand Failure in Pakistan: Content 
Analytic Findings”. The authors of this 
research identified seven crucial factors 
that render even a highly popular brand 
empire obsolete after some time. These 
factors are: Brands often fail to recognize 
their power, dilute their brand equity by 
overextensions, ape the competing prod-
ucts, become overly optimistic in cater-
ing to the market single-handedly, try 
to deceive customers by focusing more 
on advertising while compromising on 
quality and forget to keep pace with rap-
id innovations and technology. Though 
the downfall of Instaphone cannot be 
attributed to all these factors but inad-
vertently, it sleepwalked towards few 
mistakes. 

Branding of product is more im-
portant in the contemporary entrepre-
neurial landscape by cultivating strong 
associations with market monopolies 
and relevant stakeholders. Furthermore, 
it’s very important for the government to 
own and protect the interests of emerg-
ing market titans. Pakistan falls short of 
cementing entrepreneurial friendly poli-
cies and frameworks owing to conflicting 
state interests and lack of synergy with 
the contemporary developmental model. 

To cultivate a favourable business 
ambience for telecommunication and en-
trepreneurial ventures; the government 
of Pakistan needs to take certain funda-
mental steps. The systematic study and 
research to gauge the success and failure 
of once-popular brands is dire need of the 
hour. Furthermore, to learn fruitful les-
sons from the rise and fall of Instaphone, 
it’s important for telecommunication 
and other novel tech ventures to learn 
important lessons from the Instaphone 
case study. The classic research-intensive 

work of Matt Haig titled “Brand 
Failures: The Truth about the 100 
biggest branding mistakes of all 
Time” outlines a significant lesson 
for aspiring novel brands in Paki-
stan. He argues that the periodic 
shift in brand identity, partly in-
fluenced by changing ownership, 
tends to liquidate the interest of 
customers. Instaphone also exhib-
ited fluctuating marketing strate-
gy owing to changing ownerships. 
This liquidates the interest of the 
customer base over time. 

If Instaphone envisions 
re-launching and re-branding with re-
newed vigour, it’s important to chart its 
strategy upon the following factors: First, 
Refrain from Brand Amnesia that is fun-
damentally changing identity and out-
look of a brand, in the wake of fluctuating 
ownership. This blunder diminishes the 
interest of the audience in a particular 
service. Second, to relinquish brand ego 
that is a colossal miscalculation that a 
single service could overwhelm all other 
competitors. This chimaera diminishes 
competitiveness and quality of service. 
Brand Deception is another colossal mis-
take that cajoles every entrepreneurial 
venture to forsake quality and merely 
focus on deceiving the audience via se-
ductive advertising tactics. To cultivate a 
sustainable position in the entrepreneur-
ial panorama of Pakistan, Instaphone 
should have relied upon a self-sufficient 
business model concomitant with avoid-
ing the above-mentioned blunders.
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he developing world is striving 
to achieve high economic growth 
and the developed world is en-
deavoring to maintain the estab-

lished economy. However, the high eco-
nomic growth remains the major concern 
for both worlds. Every country, whether 
it is developing or developed, uses differ-
ent strategies to achieve high economic 
growth. Pakistan is no exception. Paki-
stan has been using different strategies 
to achieve its dream to become a strong 
economy for over several decades but 
these strategies could not produce de-
sired outcomes. The country’s economy 
has been surviving on external debt and 
foreign aid. The major structural issues 
and the unwillingness of the leadership 
further deteriorated the economic condi-
tions of the country. The present govern-
ment of Pakistan has adopted the policy 
of export-oriented growth and is aggres-
sively working to save the crippling econ-
omy of Pakistan. It is important to note 
that this policy has generated positive 
results so far, but the objective of high 
economic growth is still a long way to go.  

Export-led economic growth is a 
strategy that helps to speed up the indus-
trialization process of a country by ex-
porting goods for which the country has 
a comparative advantage. It is also about 
opening the domestic markets to foreign 
competition in exchange for market ac-
cess in other countries. The adaptation of 
this strategy by the government of Paki-

stan is generating positive results. 
The textile sector is the largest 

contributor to Pakistani exports. The 
timely reopening of industrial sectors 
by the government of Pakistan after the 
nation-wide lockdown and their policy 
to encourage exports, have played a cen-
tral role in the dramatic rise of the textile 
and clothing exports in last few months. 
According to the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS), textile and clothing ex-
ports have increased over eight percent 
to $8.76 billion on a year-on-year basis 
in the seven months of the current fiscal 
year.  

Moreover, the global textile trade 
that stands at $837 billion had an aver-
age growth rate of 0.1% over the last de-
cade. When it comes to the global market 
for textile sector exports, it is dominated 
by China, which accounts for over 32% 
of overall textile exports, valued at $266 
billion. Presently, Pakistan’s share is only 
1.6% in the world textile trade, but it 
has the potential to increase its share if 
government supports the industry and 
investors increase the production capac-
ity. The Government of Pakistan is also 
working on a ‘Textile Policy’ that will in-
crease the country’s textile exports tar-
get to $25.3 billion by 2025 and up to $50 
billion by 2030.  

The implementation of this Textile 
Policy is essential and eagerly await-
ed, as it will lead to the streamlining of 
recent export growth and allow con-

tinued expansion in the textile sector. 
The proposed package carries special 
duty-drawback rates, rationalization of 
duty on the textile value chain, and subsi-
dy on long-term loans and development 
of the sector. The policy aims to reduce 
the input cost of the textile and clothing 
sector and make it competitive with the 
regional players.

The lockdowns, owing to the global 
pandemic, were disastrous for the busi-
nesses and economies around the world. 
However, the lockdown associated with 
the coronavirus outbreak pushed peo-
ple toward cyberspace to meet their so-
cial and economic needs. Consequently, 
there has been a significant increase in 
the demand of IT services. Pakistan has 
also witnessed a significant rise in its IT 
exports in the previous year. 

The IT exports now constitute a 
third of Pakistan’s total export of ser-
vices but the IT sector has great potential 
to grow at a very good pace which can 
significantly contribute to Pakistan’s goal 
towards high economic growth. Accord-
ing to a report by the Overseas Investors 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(OICCI), Pakistan has the potential to 
enhance its IT exports up to $10 billion. 
The report further stated, “By digitizing 
most, if not all, key segments of the econ-
omy could boost IT exports to $10 billion 
annually, provide a significant growth to 
gross domestic product (GDP), attract 
billions of dollars in foreign direct invest-

Leading Financial 
Service Institution of 

Pakistan
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ment (FDI) and create new jobs within a 
short period”.

Similarly, another promising do-
main for ameliorating the economic 
growth of the country, through exports, is 
the fishery sector. The demand of the sea-
food has increased significantly over the 
period, marking that the fishery sector of 
Pakistan can produce surprising results 
in next three to five years and strengthen 
the national economy if the government 
and investors focus on the blue econo-
my. The exports and preservation of fish 
amounts for over $451 million but given 
vast fishing resources available in the 
country, current foreign earnings are far 
below the threshold of consummation. 
With the assistance of the Government 
of Pakistan, like through provision of 
subsidies, the country can levitate fish 
and seafood exports to a billion dollars 
industry within next three to five years. 
However, with a consideration of sustain-
ability factor, exploiting the resource sys-
temically, and attracting investors in the 
nascent domain of fisheries and marine 
resources.  

Last but not the least, Agriculture 
sector of Pakistan also holds a signifi-
cant importance in the economic growth 
strategy and rending the country as ex-
port-based economy.  It contributes 18.9 
percent to the national GDP and absorbs 
42.3 percent of labour force. It is also an 
important source of foreign exchange 
earnings and stimulates growth in other 
sectors. Apart from exporting food crops 
like rice, wheat and corn, and citrus, the 
country is also known for its quality cash 
crops like cotton, sugarcane, tobacco etc. 
The agriculture sector has been a domi-
nating contributor to Pakistan’s economy 
since independence but the performance 
of this sector has witnessed a significant 
decline due to political, climate, social, 
and environmental problems. Lack of 
advancements and technological disuse 
has further deteriorated the situation. If 
the government of Pakistan incentivise 
the farmers and provide technological 
support to them, the agriculture sector 
has the potential to become the leading 

industry in the national exports and ul-
timately will have its trickledown effect 
on the poverty alleviation and expediting 
the national economic growth. 

It is pertinent to mention that the 
government of Pakistan is working to in-
corporate agriculture sector in the broad-
er CPEC framework. China has approved 
technical assistance for 13 mega-agricul-
ture sector projects under CPEC and it is 
appreciable that the government of Pa-
kistan is now taking practical measures 
to achieve desired growth in this sector.  
China is the most populous country in 
the world with a 1.39 billion population 
and even though it is the leading coun-
try in agriculture production, to fulfil the 
food needs of its gigantic population is a 
great challenge it imports a high amount 
of agricultural goods from different coun-
tries. China spends more than 100 billion 
USD on agricultural imports every year 
and Pakistan’s share in these imports is 
almost negligible. CPEC offers opportuni-
ties to export agricultural goods to China 
–last year the country’s food imports ac-
counted for 115.1 million tonnes of grain. 
Through increased connectivity, Pakistan 
can increase its agricultural exports to 
China. It is a win-win 
situation for both Chi-
na and Pakistan. Due 
to low transport costs, 
China should import 
agricultural goods from 
Pakistan.     

In the pursuit 
of this strategy of ex-
port-oriented growth, 
Special Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs) are 
also being constructed 
under CPEC in Paki-
stan. These econom-
ic zones will not only 
reduce the imports in 
Pakistan but will also 
significantly increase 
Pakistan’s exports. The 
government of Paki-
stan has announced 
incentives for Special 

Economic Zones which will 
enhance the Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) in the coun-
try. For instance, the SEZs will 
be exempted from all taxes on 
income for 5 years for devel-
opers and 10 years for enter-
prises. The government of 
Pakistan has expedited its ef-
forts to generate the desired 
results from the proposed 
special economic zones in the 
country. Recently, Asad Umar, 

the Federal Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment, Reforms, and Special Initiatives 
has visited FIEDMC. During his visit, he 
has said that Allama Iqbal Industrial City 
will be completed on a war footing so 
that process of industrial development 
can be further accelerated. 

To conclude, the macroeconomic in-
dicators and economic diplomacy agen-
da of the government of Pakistan hint 
that the country is moving in the right 
direction. The strategy of export-ori-
ented economic growth is generating 
positive results for Pakistan’s economy, 
which has been facing severe crises for 
over several decades. While focusing on 
exports and keeping the impetus of the 
upward trajectory, the decision makers 
will have to map a strategy to overcome 
the trade-deficits, focus on sustainable 
economic policies, and create fiscal space 
for investment in human capital and im-
proved human security. Moreover, the 
success of this export-led strategy will 
help Pakistan to get rid of the chains of 
external/internal debts and foreign aids 
which often have a detrimental impact 
on Pakistan’s foreign policy. 
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he geostrategic competition in 
the Indo-Pacific Region is the 
reflection of the power politics 
between the US and China in the 
increasingly multipolar world 

order. The rise of China on the global stage 
has led to the resurgence of the Quadrilat-
eral Security Dialogue or QUAD because 
the US perceives the Chinese increasing 
sphere of influence as detrimental to its 
dominance over the broader regional or-
der. Although, the first summit of QUAD, 
held on 12th March 2021, was focused on 
non-military initiatives, but by no means it 
downplayed the US geostrategic interests 
in the region.        
The historical roots of “Quadrilateral Se-
curity Dialogue” can be traced back to the 
2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami when the four 
major countries the US, Japan, India, and 
Australia emerged as a “core group” to 
support and assist the thousands of peo-
ple who were badly affected by the Tsu-
nami. Now, the announcement by these 
four countries to work together against 
another devastating global pandemic, 
COVID-19, can be seen as something of a 
return to the roots of QUAD.          
It is pertinent to mention that the QUAD 
was officially established in 2007 and the 
idea of this Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue/Quadrilateral Initiative/QUAD was 
proposed by the then Prime Minister of Ja-
pan Mr. Shinzō Abe. The concept was based 
on the so-called Democratic Peace and the 
QUAD will ultimately include all the coun-
tries on China’s periphery except China. 
The concept indicated that the move was 
against China as the former US State De-
partment official Morton Abramowitz also 
called the project “an anti-Chinese move”. 
Therefore, it is said that in fact, it is the 
Chinese increasing influence in the region 

that has provided the energy to the US and 
its allies to form the QUAD.  
The changes in the leadership and diver-
gence in the strategies of the four members 
of QUAD couldn’t generate the desired re-
sults. Moreover, the struggle to have cor-
dial ties with China has been an obstacle 
especially in the case of India and Austra-
lia as they both hesitatingly participated in 
the QUAD meetings due to their endeavors 
vis-à-vis China. The QUAD activities have 
been periodical since 2007 including the 
discussions between mid-level diplomats, 
a joint naval drill, and rare meetings by 
the military commanders of the respective 
member states.     
Despite Donald Trump’s “America First” 
policy and freeloading attitude towards 
its allies, his administration has made a 
significant effort to revive the QUAD. In 
2017, Mr. Trump visited Japan and agreed 
to pursue the strategy of Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific. Between 2019 and 2020, the 
Quadrilateral met five times and as a re-
sult, Malabar Exercise was held in Novem-
ber 2020 and it was the first time that the 
Australian Navy also joined the exercise 
along with Indians, Americans, and the 
Japanese navies.  
However, the first summit of the QUAD 
hosted by President Joe Biden is a surprise 
move by the new US administration. It is 
interesting to note that this time the QUAD 
leaders have put forward a plan rather 
than just making the promises. The spirit 
of QUAD demonstrated in a joint statement 
by the leaders at the end of the summit in 
which the challenge of the global devasta-
tion wrought by COVID-19, the threat of 
climate change,  and security challenges 
facing the region have been highlighted as 
major challenges by the QUAD leaders.

The US also has a 
long history to violate 
human rights which 

are guaranteed under 
the UN Charter 

and International 
Humanitarian Law. 
Therefore, the key 
and leading actors 
of the QUAD need 

to put their own 
house in order before 
repeating this tagline 

of 
democratic 
values and 

unconstrained by 
coercion
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Moreover, above all, the contain-
ment of China policy is perspicuous un-
der the garb of the shared vision for the 
free and open Indo-Pacific as the QUAD 
strives for a region that is free, open, in-
clusive, healthy, anchored by democrat-
ic values, and unconstrained by coercion. 
In addition to it, the QUAD leaders are 
committed to the complete denucleariza-
tion of North Korea and also confirmed 
the necessity of immediate resolution of 
the issue of Japanese abductees. On the 
recent development in Myanmar, the 
joint statement has added that there is 
an urgent need to restore democracy and 
the priority of strengthening democratic 
resilience.  

In the pursuit of the aforemen-
tioned goals, the four-member coun-
tries have not only committed to inten-
sifying the QUAD engagements but also 
announced to launch of three working 
groups. The first working group will be 
a vaccine expert working group to imple-
ment our path-breaking commitment to 
safe and effective vaccine distribution. 
The second group a critical- and emerg-
ing-technology working group to facili-
tate cooperation on international stan-
dards and innovative technologies of the 
future, and the third one will be a climate 
working group to strengthen climate ac-
tions globally on mitigation, adaptation, 
resilience, technology, capacity-building, 
and climate finance. 

Furthermore, it has also been de-
cided that the experts and senior officials 
will continue to meet regularly; the For-
eign Ministers will converse often and 
meet at least once a year. At the leader 
level, they will hold an in-person sum-
mit by the end of 2021. These decisions 
indicate that the QUAD countries espe-
cially the US is now more serious and 
determined to contain the rising Chinese 
influence in the Indo-Pacific region and 
maintain its dominance in the broader 
regional order. 

Although apparently, the QUAD 
leadership has focused on climate change, 

C O V I D - 1 9 , 
and security 
c h a l l e n g e s 
in the region 
but the ulti-
mate agenda 
of the US-led 
initiative is 
to contain 
the Chinese 
i n c r e a s i n g 
p r e s e n c e 
and influ-
ence. The 

US needs to work on different slogans 
to push the narrative to serve its stra-
tegic interests in the world, particularly 
in the Indo-Pacific region. The mantra of 
the presumed shared vision for free and 
open Indo-Pacific safeguarded by demo-
cratic values cannot generate the desired 
result for the US and its allies in the re-
gion. 

Moreover, India one of the strongest 
actors in the group has been trampling 
the UN Resolutions on the Indian illegal-
ly occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), 
and now under the leadership of a Hin-
du Nationalist Narendra Modi, it has also 
decimated the democratic values inside 
India by marginalizing the minorities es-
pecially Muslims and the Sikhs. The US 
also has a long history to violate human 
rights which are guaranteed under the 
UN Charter and International Humani-
tarian Law. Therefore, the key and lead-
ing actors of the QUAD need to put their 
own house in order before repeating this 
tagline of “democratic values and uncon-
strained by coercion”.

As far as the US objective to contain 
Chinese influence is concerned, the US 
cannot extract the same results by adopt-
ing the same policies against China as it 
pursued against the Soviets in the past. 
It also needs to understand the following 
realities. First, China is entirely differ-
ent from the Soviet Union as the Chinese 
economy is strongly developed and also 
incorporated into the 
global economy while 
these characteristics 
were missing in the So-
viet economy. Second-
ly, the established glob-
al political system is 
not threatened by the 
Chinese rise as China 
is very much comfort-
able with the current 
system. 

Thirdly, China is 
not following any ex-

pansionist agenda similar to the Soviet 
Union. Fourthly, most of the countries 
in the Indo-Pacific region are develop-
ing, therefore, they have welcomed the 
Chinese Belt and Road Initiative which 
is aimed at economic prosperity, inter-
dependence, and connectivity. On the 
other end, the US-led block, as of now, 
is unable to offer any alternative proj-
ect to the countries to meet their needs 
of economy and infrastructure develop-
ment. Moreover, the economic prosperi-
ty, interdependence, peace, and stability 
in the region are in the interests of “all”, 
while it might not be in the interest of the 
US as the US economy thrives on its Mili-
tary-Industrial Complex. 

Last but not the least, the QUAD 
members have the least potential to 
transform this group into an Asian NATO 
as there are some conflicting views on 
security issues in past few years, such as 
China-India border frictions and the Di-
aoyu Islands dispute between China and 
Japan, China and the countries involved 
are strengthening their interactions in 
these areas, such as economy and trade, 
science and technology, as well as hu-
manities. China is still the largest trading 
partner of Australia, Japan and India, and 
one of the most important trading part-
ners of the US. 

In short, the US and its allies in the 
Indo-Pacific region have weak standing 
as compared to the Chinese injection 
of billions of dollars, for the economic 
growth and infrastructure development, 
in the countries which would ultimate-
ly enhance the economic interdepen-
dence and connectivity across the re-
gion. However, despite the simultaneous 
convergence and divergence of interests 
between the QUAD member countries, 
if the US-led group manages to work on 
the aforementioned goals in their joint 
statement, they will be able to decelerate 
the Chinese BRI projects in the region, at 
least.    
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ecades of conflict have fractured 
Afghanistan politically, econom-
ically, and socially as the conflict 
has drawn the civilian popula-
tion into cycles of devastation 

that have wholly changed the country’s 
political, economic, and social structures. 
The 9th Ministerial Conference of the 
Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process (HoA-IP), 
which has been held recently, is a con-
crete step in the right direction as the 
regional countries gathered to work on 
their shared responsibility in the confer-
ence to advance the goal of ending the de-
cades’ long conflict in Afghanistan which 
will not only benefit Afghanistan and its 
people but will also ensure the peace and 
stability in the region. 

The Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process 
is a regional initiative of Afghanistan 
and the Republic of Turkey, which was 
launched on 2 November 2011 in Istan-
bul, with the motto “Istanbul Process on 
Regional Security and Cooperation for 
a Secure and Stable Afghanistan”.  Since 
its inception, the process has become a 
paramount factor 
for regional coop-
eration amongst 15 
regional countries 
and has created a 
platform for Afghan-
istan’s near and ex-
tended neighbors, 
international sup-
porters, and orga-
nizations to engage 
in constructive dia-
logue and to address 
the existing and 
emerging regional 
challenges through 
regional coopera-
tion with Afghani-
stan at its core. The 
process has three 
main pillars stated 
as Political Consul-

tation, Confidence Building Measures 
(CBMs), and Cooperation with Regional 
Organizations.  

The recent Ministerial Conference 
of the Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process 
(HoA-IP), took place from 29-30 March 
2021 in Dushanbe with the theme of 
“Strengthening Consensus for Peace and 
Development”, concluded with the adop-
tion of a comprehensive Dushanbe Decla-
ration on 30th March 2021. The member 
countries of HoA-IP hailed the ongoing 
efforts for the peace process and the con-
tinuation of the negotiations between 
the Afghan government and the Taliban. 
Also, they welcomed the diplomatic ef-
forts by all countries and the negotia-
tions in Doha, the Moscow “Troika plus” 
meeting, and also the preparations for a 
high-level meeting in Turkey.

The declaration further stated, 
“We acknowledge that long-term stabil-
ity and prosperity in the region require 
peace and security in Afghanistan, and 
therefore the region, as well as the in-
ternational community, has a shared 

responsibility and common interest to 
work together for promoting peace and 
stability in Afghanistan and the region 
as a whole”. It is worth mentioning that 
for a long time after the US-led military 
intervention in Afghanistan under the 
shadow of the so-called war on terror, the 
regional role for the resolution of conflict 
had been missing but now the regional 
states are taking the responsibility which 
would significantly contribute to the suc-
cess of Afghan Peace Process.  

While speaking at the conference, 
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan Mr. Shah 
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi said, 
“The Heart of Asia – Istanbul Process is 
an important platform bringing partic-
ipating countries together to advance 
shared goals of peace, stability, and pros-
perity in Afghanistan”.  He stated that for 
Pakistan, Afghanistan was an important 
neighbor and a brotherly country with 
strong historical links. “No other nation 
could claim to have such immutable 
bonds with Afghanistan, and thus [be] 
more desirous of peace in Afghanistan, 
than Pakistan.” 

In addition to it, Mr. Qureshi also 
highlighted the formidable challenges 
which can damage the progress in Af-
ghan Peace Process. While commenting 
on these challenges, he said that Pakistan 
has always cautioned against the “spoil-
ers” within and outside Afghanistan and 
Pakistan is deeply concerned about the 
continuation of violence across Afghani-
stan. Pakistan fears that any space gained 
by ISIS and Al Qaeda could accentuate 
the threat of terrorism. He also urged the 
international community to effectively 
facilitate the peace process. 

There is no denying the fact that the 
road to peace in Afghanistan is a chal-
lenging and demanding task that needs 

The Heart of Asia Conference and 
Afghan Peace Process
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The leaders of Afghanistan, whether they 
are in the government or part of opposi-
tion forces, and the regional states whose 
stakes are at risk due to worsening in-
stability in Afghanistan need to work to-
gether aggressively for the success of the 
peace process to bring perpetual peace 
in Afghanistan which would eventually 
result into peace and stability in the en-
tire region. The spoilers of the peace can-
not be overlooked, therefore, all the do-
mestic and regional stakeholders should 
be cautious. 

The vested interests of “few” cannot 
be entertained by putting the peace and 
stability of the entire region at risk. The 
proponents of peace should keep a close 
eye on the developments and do not al-
low anyone to disrupt the peace efforts. 
An innovative idea of Biden’s adminis-
tration to take the United Nations, Tur-
key, Russia, Iran, Pakistan, and India on 
board as a multi-stakeholder approach 
for peace in Afghanistan may or may not 
be a successful approach but what next 
in Afghanistan needs to be analyzed by 
examining the following realities. 

First, the Afghan Taliban and the US 
signed an agreement in February 2020 
but the Afghan Taliban and the Kabul 
government are yet to reach an agree-
ment. President Ashraf Ghani proposed 
to hold early presidential elections which 
have been rejected by the Afghan Taliban 
because such an arrangement will fur-
ther complicate the crisis. The leaders 
of Afghanistan, whether they are in the 
government or part of opposition forces, 
need to be visionary and should be sin-
cere in their efforts to save the people of 
Afghanistan whose socio-economic con-
ditions have been deteriorated due to the 
ongoing conflict in their country. 

Secondly, when hardly six weeks 
have been left for the pull-out deadline 
of the American forces in Afghanistan, 

the Biden’s administration is coming 
up with a new mantra. On one end, the 
new administration in the US is signal-
ing the possibility of reviewing the May 
1 withdrawal deadline and on the other 
end, it still wants to adhere to the dead-
line as per the agreement. The US’ stay 
in Afghanistan can serve American vest-
ed interests as it has the objectives to 
disrupt China’s BRI initiative and keep 
a check on Pakistan. The US presence 
would help the CIA to exploit the ethnic 
tensions amongst Uyghurs in Xinjiang 
as an effective way to destabilize China. 
The US cannot be allowed to play anoth-
er dirty game in the region. Instead of 
talk and rhetoric, the US administration 
should practically work for “responsible 
measures” for peace in Afghanistan if it is 
“serious” about peace.   

Thirdly, the inclusion of India in the 
peace process can be counterproductive. 
The peace in Afghanistan mismatches 
with the Indian interests in Afghanistan. 

India has no 
border with Af-
ghanistan but 
it has used the 
instability in 
the 1980s, and 
since 2001 it 
has been using 
the unstable 
Afghan soil to 
sponsor terror-
ism in Pakistan. 
India is a joker 
in the back to 
sabotage the 
gains that have 
been made in 
the ongoing Af-

ghan Peace Process, so far. Pakistan has 
played a decisive role to bring the Afghan 
Taliban to the negotiating table. The in-
terest of Pakistan lies in the success of 
the peace process and it does not want 
political chaos or a civil war in Afghani-
stan. 

The chaos and instability in Afghan-
istan are in the favor of “few” but it is not 

for benefit of “many” especially the peo-
ple of Afghanistan who have been facing 
socio-economic crises for many years. 
Therefore, it is the responsibility of re-
gional states and major powers of the 
globe to closely cooperate with a strong 
will for the success of the Afghan Peace 
Process which will end the decades-old 
conflict in Afghanistan and bring peace 
for the people of Afghanistan and the re-
gion as a whole. 

Afghanistan is the heart of Asia, 
and without peace in Afghan-

istan, peace in the region is 
not possible. It is interesting to 

mention here that one of the 
founding fathers of Pakistan, 

Allama Muhammad Iqbal said;
“Asia is a body built of clay and 

water
Afghanistan is the heart in this 

body!
If Afghanistan is in turmoil, the 
whole of Asia would be in tur-

moil. If Afghanistan is in peace, 
the whole of Asia would be in 

peace”
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midst Pandemic Crisis, the re-
lations between Pakistan and 
KSA take further strides, as 
Prime Minister Imran Khan re-
cently received a telephone call 

from Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman who invited the premier to visit 
Saudi Arabia. Meanwhile, the prime min-
ister wrote a letter to Saudi Royals, laud-
ing their “Saudi Green Initiative and Green 
Middle East Initiative.” The fresh develop-
ment between the two states cleared the 
hovering clouds of subtleness over the tra-
jectory of ties between 
the countries and 
seemingly Riyadh- 
Islamabad tends 
to reset the tone 
by averting the 
resentments 
that impeded 
flourishment 
of ties in the 
recent past. 
In retrospect, 
emboldened 
by ideological 
assimilations 
and mutual bond 
of bonhomie, Pa-
kistan and the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia 
shares deeply rooted 
Security, strategic, social, political, and 
economic relations. The Pakistani nation 
holds a special association with reference 
to the KSA for being the prominent state 
of the Muslim world and its position as the 
custodian of Islam’s holiest cities. Apart 
from bilateral engagement, both states 
cherish a prominent role in the Muslim 
world through sharing the OIC forum. His-
tory vindicates that KSA has been amongst 
the most valuable partner of Pakistan and 
it remains the key actor in providing eco-

nomic assistance in crucial times. Notably, 
during the Indo-Pak wars, and atomic tests 
of Pakistan it has shown unconditional 
diplomatic support.  

Likewise, both partners share an ex-
tensive economic relationship. Currently, 
2.5 million Pakistan’s contributes to the 
economic prosperity of KSA and it also 
generates remittances of $2 billion for 
Pakistan. Also, bilateral cooperation is 
further deepened in the energy sector as 
KSA is the largest source of the petroleum 
industry of Pakistan. It also plans to set 

up a $10Bn oil refinery 
in Gwadar and like-

ly to invest in the 
Reko-Diq mine. 

KSA also vows 
to use CPEC 
routes to sup-
ply petroleum 
products. Be-
sides, multi-
dimensional 
military coop-
eration over 
the years both 

states able to 
develop strong 

military nexus. 
KSA is the largest 

importer of the Pa-
kistani arms, weapons 

industry. Approximately 70000 Pakistani 
personnel serving in the KSA’s military. 
Furthermore, it also tends to purchase 
ballistic missiles from Pakistan. However, 
the paradigm shift in the regional geopo-
litical sphere has made the relations subtle 
and elusive, which needs to be addressed 
through mutual diplomatic efforts. From 
Pakistan’s perspective, following reforma-
tive policy measures can be opted to en-
sure the enduring and smooth trajectory 
of bilateral ties with Saudi Arabia.

Syed Mushahid 
Hussain Naqvi

Author is the Digital 
Editor of The Asian 
Telegraph, Assistant 
Editor of Mélange 
International Magazine, 
and Research Associate 
at the Center of 
Pakistan and 
International Relations 
(COPAIR).

Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia enjoy strong 

fraternal ties and the 
two countries have 
always cooperated 

with each other 
on all matters of 

bilateral, regional 
and international 

importance. Pakistan 
greatly values its 

relations with Saudi 
Arabia, 

nevertheless this 
bonhomie needs to 
be further uplifted 

through broadening 
sphere of bilateral 
relations vis-a-vis 
social, economic 
and security 
cooperation.

Pakistan-Saudi Arabia 
Exemplary Relations
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 As Riyadh has assured its support 
for the BRI and vowed to diversify its 
economy from a largely oil-based model 
through collaboration and foreign invest-
ments, this is a key converging point of 
economic interests. The bilateral rela-
tionship has grown further since Paki-
stan joined the Islamic Military Alliance 
to Fight Terrorism (IMAFT). The IMAFT, 
created by Saudi Arabia in December 
2015 to combat Daesh and other terror 
groups, has 39 members, including Tur-
key and Malaysia with a command centre 
in Riyadh.

From the KSA perspective, it holds 
unconditional assistance over its dip-
lomatic endeavor from Islamabad, and 
cordial relations with a nuclear state po-
tentially uplifts its posture in the realm of 
politics and it also underpins inadvertent 
deterrence towards the anti-KSA regimes. 
The majority of the political pundits or 

experts usually take one side of the pic-
ture- apprising the dynamics of relations 
through the lens of diplomatic and eco-
nomic exigencies of Pakistan, however, 
it always holds a twofold trajectory that 
serves the interests of KSA and Pakistan 
respectively. It is quite evident, Pakistan 
is shifting its diplomatic preferences 
from security to a geo-economic oriented 
state. This transition also allows it reju-
venate to its ties with old allies in aligned 
the contemporary dynamics of the global 
paradigm. The stalled ties with Pakistan 

means, ultimately push Pakistan towards 
the Iranian bloc that has been on the rise 
given the recent trends of the geo-eco-
nomic developments under the umbrella 
of BRI. In 
a broader 
spectrum, 
P a k i s t a n 
and KSA 
remain the 
f r o n t l i n e 
allies of the 
USA howev-
er in recent 
years the 
s t r a t e g i c 
partnership 
of both the 
states in the 
d o l d r u m s 
due to the 
shift of the US policies, and with Biden 

administration, at center stage, both 
states have been at the receiving end 
in terms in cold responses. In such 
circumstances, KSA can look forward 
towards Beijing to uplift its weightage 
vis-à-vis its relations with the great 
powers, and in this 
domain, Pakistan has 
already become a key 

mediating prospect. Like-
wise, KSA tends to foster 
an alliance with the great 
power-driven through 
its security exigencies, 
in particular concerning 
Iran. It is pertinent to 
mention that, although 
KSA-US holds converg-
ing narratives towards 
Tehran, yet it is a par-
adox as Riyadh unable 
to gain desirable assis-

tance from the US and it has become a 
conventional pattern of fueling enmity 
between KSA-Iran rather than building 
measures for the rapprochement of ties 
between two states. Although the argu-
ment seems pretty much idealistic in na-
ture, nevertheless in global politics there 
have countless examples of turning foes 
into frenemies. With this pretext, the 

Sino-Pak alliance can be a favorable op-
tion for Riyadh to revamp the dynamics 
of ties between two regional archrivals. 
As far as Iran is concerned, Islamabad 
must ensure a balanced policy based on 
its own interests and crisis management 
between the two regional actors.  

Saudi Arabia and Pakistan are 
long-standing parterner with 

strategic cooperation in numer-
ous areas can be further enhanced 

through a pragmatic approach 
based on positive-sum gains. 
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i Jinping is the most power-
ful Chinese leader since Deng 
Xiaoping. Xi Jinping’s new era 
of socialist economic thought, 
rooted in the great practice 

of China’s economic construction, sys-
tematically explains the issue of China’s 
economic development and reform, and 
clearly answers the important questions 
of how the economic situation is to be 
judged, how to judge the development 
stage, how to determine the development 
goals, and how to do economic work. Xi 
Jinping’s new era 
of the social-
ist econ-
o m y 
with 

C h i -
n e s e 
c h a r -
a c te r i s t i c s , 
system integrity, 
broad depth, logic and strict, each aspect 
of the discourse has a creative and vital 
point of view, forward-looking strategic 
deployment and “four beams and eight 
pillars” of the key initiatives. 

Xi Jinping, born on June 15, 1953, is 
a Chinese politician and government of-
ficial who served as vice president of the 

People’s Republic of China (2008–13), 
general secretary of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party (CCP; 2012– ), and president 
of China (2013– present). The Xi’s early 
childhood was largely spent in the rela-
tive luxury of the residential compound 
of China’s ruling elite in Beijing. During 
the Cultural Revolution, however, with 
his father purged and out of favour, Xi 
Jinping was sent to the countryside in 
1969, where he worked for six years as a 
manual labourer on an agricultural com-
mune. During that period he developed 
an especially good relationship with 

the local peasantry, which would aid 
the wellborn Xi’s credibility in his 

eventual rise through the ranks 
of the CCP.  

In 1974 Xi became 
an official party member, 

serving as a branch 
secretary, and 
the follow-
ing year he 
began at-
t e n d i n g 
B e i j i n g ’ s 
Ts i n g h u a 
U n ive r s i -

ty, where 
he studied 

chemical en-
gineering. Af-

ter graduating in 
1979, he worked for 

three years as secretary 
to Geng Biao, who was then the 

vice premier and minister of na-
tional defense in the central Chi-
nese government. In 1982 Xi gave 
up that post, choosing instead 
to leave Beijing and work as a 
deputy secretary for the CCP in 
Hebei province. He was based 
there until 1985, when he was 
appointed a party committee 

member and a vice mayor of Xiamen in 
Fujian province. While living in Fujian, Xi 
married the well-known folksinger Peng 
Liyuan in 1987. He continued to work his 
way upward, and by 1995 he had ascend-
ed to the post of deputy provincial party 
secretary. 

In 1999 Xi became acting gover-
n o r of Fujian, and he 
b e - came governor 
t h e f o l l o w i n g 

year. Among 
h i s c o n c e r n s 
a s F u j i a n ’ s 

head were 
e n - vironmental 
con- servation and 
c o - operation with 

Xi Jinping
The President of China

“He has iron in his soul.”
— Lee Kuan Yew, 

Former Prime Minister of Singapore, 
on Chinese President Xi Jinping.
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nearby Taiwan. He held both the depu-
ty secretarial and governing posts until 
2002, when he was elevated yet again: 
that year marked his move to Zheji-
ang province, where he served as act-
ing governor and, from 2003, and party 
secretary. While there he focused on re-
structuring the province’s industrial in-
frastructure in order to promote sustain-
able development.

Xi’s fortunes got another boost in 
early 2007 when a scandal surrounding 
the upper leadership of Shanghai led to 
his taking over as the city’s party secre-
tary. His predecessor in the position was 
among those who had been tainted by a 
wide-ranging pension fund scheme. In 
contrast to his reformist father, Xi had 
a reputation for prudence and for fol-
lowing the party line, and as Shanghai’s 
secretary his focus was squarely on pro-
moting stability and rehabilitation of the 
city’s financial image. He held the posi-
tion for only a brief period, however, as 
he was selected in October 2007 as one 
of the nine members of the standing 
committee of the CCP’s Political Bureau, 
the highest ruling body in the party.

With that promotion, Xi was put 
on a short list of likely successors to Hu 
Jintao, general 
secretary of the 
CCP since 2002 
and president 
of the People’s 
Republic since 
2003. Xi’s status 
became more as-
sured when in 
March 2008 he 
was elected vice 
president of Chi-
na. In that role he 
focused on con-
servation efforts 
and on improving 
international re-
lations. In October 2010 Xi was named 
vice chairman of the powerful Central 
Military Commission (CMC), a post once 
held by Hu and generally considered a 
major stepping-stone to the presiden-
cy. In November 2012, during the CCP’s 
18th party congress, Xi was again elected 
to the standing committee of the Political 
Bureau and he succeeded Hu as general 

secretary of the party. At that time Hu 
also relinquished the chair of the CMC 
to Xi. On March 14, 2013, he was elected 
president of China by the National Peo-
ple’s Congress.

Among Xi’s first initiatives was a 
nationwide anti-corruption campaign 
that soon saw the removal of thousands 
of high and low officials. Xi also empha-
sized the importance of the “rule of law,” 
calling for adherence to the Chinese con-
stitution and greater professionalization 
of the judiciary as a means of developing 
“socialism with Chinese characteristics.” 
He has been promoting The Hague and 
promoting its “One Belt, One Road” ini-
tiative for joint trade, infrastructure, and 
development projects with East Asian, 
Central Asian, and European countries. 

Xi managed to consolidate pow-
er at a rapid pace during his first term 
as China’s president. The success of his 
anti-corruption campaign continued, 
with more than one million corrupt of-
ficials being punished by late 2017; 
2017 helped him to strengthen his grip 
on power. In October 2016 the CCP be-
stowed upon him the title of “core lead-
er,” which previously had been given only 
to influential party figures Mao Zedong, 
Deng Xiaoping, and Jiang Zemin; the title 
immediately raised his stature. A year 
later the CCP voted to enshrine Xi’s name 
and ideology, described as “thought”, in 
the party’s constitution, an honour pre-
viously awarded only to Mao. Xi’s ideol-
ogy was later enshrined in the country’s 
constitution by an amendment passed 
by the National People’s Congress (NPC) 
in March 2018. During the same legisla-
tive session, the NPC also passed other 
amendments to the constitution, includ-
ing one that abolished term limits for the 
country’s president and vice president; 
this change would allow Xi to remain in 
office beyond 2023, when he would have 
been due to step down. 
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he notorious Narendra Modi 
nurtured by the RSS had earned 
infamy due to his disgraceful 
role in the demolition of Babri 
mosque in Ayodia in 1992 and in 

the massacre of 2000 Muslims in Gujarat in 
2002 when he was the State Governor. The 
US and the West declared him a terrorist 
and denied him a visa.  However, when he 
took over the rule of India in June 2014, all 
his sins were pardoned. Soon after, he start-
ed flexing muscles against Pakistan. On a 
flimsy pretext as to why Pakistan’s High 
Commissioner in New Delhi had hosted a 
dinner for the visiting Kashmiri leadership 
in August 2014, which had been a norm, he 
adopted a belligerent posture. After giving 
marching order to Pakistan’s envoy, he di-
rected the Indian Army deployed in Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) to heat up the Line 
of Control (LoC) and the Working Boundary 
(WB) in Kashmir in contravention to the 
2003 ceasefire agreement.

From September 2014 onwards, the 
intensity of firing across the LoC and WB 
was gradually increased under a calculat-
ed plan. Martyrdom of Kashmiri freedom 
fighter Wani in IOK in July 2015 revitalized 
freedom struggle, which gave an excuse 
to Modi’s BJP regime to step up atrocities 
against the Kashmiris. All previous records 
of state terrorism and human rights viola-
tions were broken. Pellet guns were used 
for the first time to blind the children and 
the unarmed youth taking part in protest 
marches peacefully.

To force Pakistan not to extend dip-
lomatic, political and moral support to the 
Kashmiris, propaganda war was geared up 
to paint Pakistan as an abettor of terrorism 
in India and in IOK. To further maximize 
pressure, covert war that had been initiated 
from Afghan soil in 2003, was accelerated 
and water terrorism was up-surged as an 
additional tool to cow down Pakistan. False 
flag operations, threat of surgical strikes, 
induction of sophisticated war munitions, 
and heavy buildup of conventional forces 
and nuclear strength were other pressuriz-
ing tactics.  

 Internally, BJP became the torch-
bearer of Hindutva. It started destroying 
democratic institutions and secular values 

pursued by the Congress, fomented fas-
cism and became intolerant towards other 
religious minorities in India. Religious and 
press freedom and independence of the ju-
diciary were undermined. Modi declared 
his intentions to revoke special status of 
IOK. In order to change the demography of 
IOK, he started constructing new colonies 
for the retired army personnel and Hindu 
Pundits. However, he couldn’t make con-
stitutional changes to make IOK an integral 
part of India since he didn’t have the requi-
site majority in the Lok Sabha.

In order to gain two-thirds majority 
in the May 2019 elections, Modi in con-
sultation with his patrons executed a false 
flag operation in Pulwama on February 14, 
2019. In the engineered suicide attack, 44 
Indian soldiers died and the blame was 
promptly put on Pakistan. Indian media cre-
ated war hysteria and the event was made a 
pretext to launch an air attack in Balakot on 
February 22. The incursion backfired, but 
Pakistan took the revenge by giving a befit-
ting response on Feb 26-27 which humiliat-
ed Indian air force and raised the stature of 
PAF sky-high. Irrespective of the huge set-
back, Modi succeeded in garnering Hindu 
votes and sweeping the elections. 

After returning to power with a heavy 
majority, Modi’s first major action was to 
rescind special status of IOK by annulling 
Articles 370 and 35A of Indian Constitution 
on Aug 05, 2019, and bisecting IOK into 
two Indian Union Territories. Soon after, 8 
million Muslim Kashmiris residing in the 
illegally annexed region were locked up in 
their houses, curfew was imposed, and they 
were subjected to worst atrocities. Youth 
were slaughtered or put in torture cells and 
the women raped. This gory practice is still 
going on with a vengeance to break their 
will to resist. The hawkish senior civil and 
military Indian leaders didn’t stop there. 
Drunk with power, they threatened to an-
nex GB and AJK and break Pakistan into 
four parts. Hardly a day passed without un-
provoked firings by Indian forces across the 
LoC and WB in violation of 2003 ceasefire 
agreement, killing and injuring civilians liv-
ing in the close vicinity as well as soldiers. 
Even villages were not spared.                      

Asif Haroon Raja
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defence & security 
analyst, international 
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Pakistan has got out 
of isolation mainly due 

to CPEC, which has 
become a magnet to 

pull all the landlocked 
Central Asian States, 

South Asian States less 
India and Bhutan, West 

Asia. Middle East, Africa 
and Russia. If Taliban 
take over, Afghanistan 

will also join CPEC. 
Iran is inclined to make 
Chahbahar complement 

Gwadar. Pakistan’s 
macroeconomics 

have begun to show 
improvement and the 

value of rupee has 
improved.

Change in Direction of Wind
India Pakistan Antagonism



     May 2021    Melange  | 39 

From 2009 onwards, after India 
blamed Pakistan for the Mumbai attacks 
and impulsively suspended composite 
dialogue, Pakistan has been bending over 
backwards to renew talks with India, but 
India showed no interest and not only 
kept notching up its bellicosity but also 
made terrorism a precondition to restart 
talks. Pakistan never picked up the cour-
age to state the fact that India is the big-
gest terrorist state in the region and has 
created issues with all the neighboring 
states in South Asia.

Modi was urged repeatedly to stop 
the madness but he turned down all 
peaceful gestures and pursued the path 
of hostility relentlessly. The constant low 
intensity conflict along the LoC together 
with absorption of IOK by India upped 
the temperature to a boiling point and it 
was feared that open war was round the 
corner.

The foreign paid proxies that had 
been flushed out from FATA and Baluch-
istan in 2015 were once again regrouped 
and rejuvenated by RAW and proxy war 
was stepped up in the two conflict zones.

Apart from Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gram, which is an eyesore for India, USA 
and Israel, CPEC has become another 
irritant for the trio. The three strategic 
partners are determined to disable the 
nuclear program and to scuttle CPEC at 
all cost. 

Under the obtaining highly tense 
geo-political environment hope for peace 
between India and Pakistan in the near 
future was slim. People were keeping 
their fingers crossed as to when India 
will further up the ante.

The sudden news of hotline talks 
between the Army DGMOs of the two 
countries last month resulting in a cease-
fire along the LoC and WB wef 25 Febru-
ary came as a big surprise. It was difficult 
to believe the national security adviser to 
the PM Moeed Yusaf who stated that no 
backdoor channel took place. Since then 
the volatile LoC and WB are peaceful.

The next development was the of-
fer of peace to India by Gen Bajwa during 
the security conference in Islamabad this 
month. It was followed by a letter from 
virulent Modi to Imran Khan wishing him 
and the people of Pakistan good wishes 
on the occasion of Pakistan Day on March 

23. A meeting on Indus Water Treaty was 
also held at Delhi under friendly envi-
ronment. Indian troops are expected to 
take part in joint drills of SCO countries 
organized by Pakistan. It is speculated 
that the SAARC Summit which is held in 
suspended animation since 2016 due to 
Indian obduracy is likely to be renewed 
and the next summit will be held in Is-
lamabad and Modi may attend. If so, it 
will change the whole dynamic.

Let us make an appraisal as to how 
come this sudden change of heart took 
place and that too secretly and mysteri-
ously. In my view another round of hy-
pocrisy is ready to take off and soon our 
media would spread news about the suc-
cess of backdoor diplomacy and the role 
of our friends in melting the ice of antag-
onism. Media channels will splash break-
ing news that a great breakthrough has 
been achieved and things would soon get 
back to normal between the two arch ri-
vals. The government and its allies would 
claim it as their diplomatic triumph while 
their fans would get engulfed in ecstasy. 

This kind of euphoria is an old phe-
nomenon. Whenever India finds itself in 
trouble, or it has a sinister plan up its 
sleeve, it offers a hand of friendship and 
our leaders readily and excitedly clutch 
the offered hand saying let bygones be 
bygone and let us give peace a chance in 
the overall interest of the two countries 
in particular and South Asia in general.

In this regard, I would like my 
friends to recall the peace treaty signed 
with India on January 4, 2004 and the pe-
riod till Nov 26, 2008 when we were in a 
state of euphoria, flying kites that all our 
core issues of Kashmir, Siachin, Sir Creek 
and water would be resolved through 
composite dialogue. LoC was silenced. 
But India had a different plan.

Under the guise of peace and 
friendship, it fenced the whole length 
of the LoC and Pakistan helped India 
in subduing the freedom movement in 
IOK. Getting rid of the threat of Kashmir 
which had become a bleeding wound for 
India, RAW launched the biggest ever 
covert operations from Afghanistan to 
bleed and destabilise Pakistan and make 
it a failed state. 

From the eastern front India 
launched cultural invasion in Pakistan 

with focus on the smaller provinces and 
the younger generation, to popularise 
India as the most powerful state in the 
region, glorify Indian armed forces, pro-
mote Indian secularism and liberalism 
through movies, songs, dance, music, fun 
and frolic, spread obscenity, demonise 
Islam and Islamists, make settled issues 
controversial, create divisions, inject 
doubts and misgivings against the state 
premier institutions, and remove the 
sting of jihad. RAW made inroads with 
the help of people-to-people contacts 
and confidence building measures.

Much of it was achieved with the 
help of Pakistan media, NGOs and liber-
als and organisations like Aman ki Asha 
and SAFMA. To maximize pressure on 
Pakistan, India started building dams on 
our three rivers so as to resort to water 
terrorism.

While pretending to be friends, In-
dia put all the acts of terror in India and 
in IOK in the basket of Pakistan. This fa-
cade of friendship was torn apart by In-
dia after it conducted a false flag opera-
tion in Mumbai in Nov 2008, suspended 
composite dialogue abruptly and from 
that time onwards adopted an extreme-
ly aggressive posture which was taken to 
new heights by Modi from Sept 2014 on-
wards. He never minced his words while 
stating his sinister objectives against Pa-
kistan. On several occasions he and his 
hardcore lieutenants have been threat-
ening to deprive Pakistan of single drop 
of water and to fragment Pakistan. A 
product of RSS, he nurtures pathological 
hatred for the Muslims and Pakistan.

Historically, our leaders, both civ-
il and military, starting from the great 
Quaid-e-Azam have been extending a 
hand of friendship to India and urging it 
to live as peaceful neighbors, but India 
not reconciling to the existence of Paki-
stan rejected the gestures. Main bone of 
contention was and still is the unresolved 
Kashmir dispute, which India will never 
resolve in accordance with the wishes of 
the Kashmiris and the UN resolutions. 
Talks were a mere gimmick to buy time 
and absorb IOK into Indian Union, which 
it did on 5 Aug 2019.

Today India is up against most diffi-
cult times both on external and internal 
fronts. Never before India faced a potent 
twin threat from China and Pakistan, and 
never before Indian society was so deep-
ly divided. Never before Pakistan spoke 
so boldly against India to expose its 
wrongdoings. India’s ugly face has been 
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exposed to the world for the first time af-
ter the arrest of Kulbushan followed by 
leakage of misdoings of Srivastava Group 
and Goswami WhatsApp chats. Never be-
fore, it was so sharply criticised by world 
bodies including the EU over its massive 
human rights abuses against Indian mi-
norities and Kashmiris. Visas have been 
denied by Canada to its senior military 
and civil officers involved in human 
rights abuses. Snakes in the grass in Pa-
kistan milked by India are being system-
atically crushed.

The US is in no position to extract 
any concession from the Taliban or to 
pull out safely without the cooperation 
of Pakistan. Pakistan armed forces have 
emerged as the strongest and most bat-
tle hardened force of the world and have 
earned kudos from the world. These are 
happy tidings for Pakistan and the only 
thing it has to do is to put its house in 
order which is presently in disorder due 
to Govt-PDM clash, rising inflation and 
price hike. There is a need for a national 
dialogue to cool down the political tem-
perature.

Modi’s fascist and racist policies 
have backfired and have made all the 
Indian minorities including the Dalits 
hostile and they have become defiant. 
Kissan Tehrik, Khalistan and Naxalite 
movements, and freedom struggle in 
J&K have become existential threats to 
the security of India. Never before India 
suffered such humiliations at the hands 
of PAF and China’s PLA and it couldn’t do 
anything to wash out its embarrassment. 
Much to Modi’s chagrin, its chief patrons 
USA and Israel didn’t come to his rescue.

India’s huge investments in Afghan-
istan and covert war against Pakistan 
seem to have gone down the drain. CPEC 
which has the potential to make Paki-
stan self-reliant couldn’t be scuttled and 
India’s plans to annex GB have been dis-
rupted by China. Hopes of Indo-US-Israel 
nexus to convert Ladakh into the biggest 
military station have dashed. Not only Af-
ghanistan but Iran has also slipped out of 
the hands of India.

While India’s chief patron USA is a 
descending power engulfed in multiple 
crises, its chief rival China is the ascend-
ing power and the future super power 
which has become a strategic partner of 
Pakistan with common security interests. 
The story of the USA as the giant and Chi-
na as a minnow has become redundant 
and today both are equal competitors. 

Shining India’s rising economy has 
plummeted due to Covid 19 and its GDP 
has dipped into negative. For all prac-
tical purposes democratic norms and 
secular values over which India used to 
gloat have been overtaken by fascism 
and racism. Citizenship Amendment Act 
(CAA) and NRC Bill have alienated the 
minorities of India particularly the Indi-
an Muslims who are worst affected. Delhi 
riots in February 2020 followed by mass 

movement of the Muslim 
women in Delhi against 
the CAA gave a glimpse 
of deep-seated hatred 
of the largest minority 
against the Hindutva lov-
ers.

About two million 
Indian security forces 
are engaged in counter 
insurgency operations 
all over India and in IOK 
for the last so many de-
cades and not a single 
insurgency or separat-
ist movement could be 
quashed. The Indian 
Army particularly the 
lower ranks are in a state of demoraliza-
tion due to social discrimination, mal-
treatment by seniors and misusing them 

extensively to kill own citizens. Modi has 
lost its popularity, his smiles, his stupid 
hugs, and in frustration is growing a long 
beard.

India had got a chance of the centu-
ry in 1971 as quipped by Subramanian 
and it cut Pakistan to size. Today Pakistan 
has got a chance of the century to avenge 
its humiliation and settle the long-stand-
ing Kashmir issue. Today, China is also 
an equal stakeholder in J&K and in collu-
sion with Pakistan and freedom fighters 
in IOK, is well poised to dictate terms to 
India.

Instead of making productive use of 
this great opportunity, we are once again 
inclined to return to the futile talks and 
to normalise relations with most cunning 
and treacherous India which believes in 

the philosophy of taking only and not 
giving an inch. It has a big role in keep-
ing Pakistan politically unstable and eco-
nomically weak. Under no circumstances 
it can see Pakistan prospering.

The sudden change of direction of 
the wind has not happened on its own. 
Modi would never have annexed disput-
ed IOK without the blessings of the USA 
and Israel and then stuck to it adamantly. 
India accepted China’s intrusions across 
the LAC and sued for peace since it is in 
no position to strike back and forcibly re-
trieve its lost territory. After the 1962 de-
bacle, the Indian military has once again 
acted timidly against China’s aggression.

India would not have ceased firing 
along the LoC last February if its house 
was in order and it was not faced with 
twin threats. Modi would not have writ-
ten a letter of felicitation and desired 
cordial relations with Pakistan without 
a nudge from Joe Biden. Pakistan would 
also not have accepted India’s offer of 
ceasefire and talked of peace at its own. 
The USA is the only country which can 
dictate terms to India as well as Pakistan.

Both the US and India are sailing in 
choppy waters. Biden would not affect 
any changes in the overall global policies 
but would execute them in his own ways 
and for that he needs a breather. The mo-
ment the US and India sail past the rough 
patch, they will recommence their old 
monkey tricks.

Pakistan cannot afford to sing peace 
mantra and hope for reopening fruitless 
talks with India without first providing 
relief to the 8 million Kashmiris going 
through hell. Without India restoring the 
special status and stopping the reign of 
terror perpetrated upon the Kashmiris, 
and closing its terror infrastructure in 
Afghanistan, Pakistan should not agree 
to reopen talks.

In concert with China, Pakistan is 
in a position to put pressure on India to 
agree to these preliminaries before re-
storing diplomatic ties and then embark-
ing upon wholesome dialogue for the 
settlement of the Kashmir dispute. Paki-
stan must play its cards shrewdly and in-
telligently and must not get duped once 
again. Time is on Pakistan’s side.

India never let go any opportu-
nity which came its way to harm 

Pakistan. Conversely, Pakistan 
never availed the opportunities, 

or whenever it did, the plans were 
executed poorly. Our successive 

regimes have remained under the 
illusion that their defensive policy 
clothed in one sided appeasement 
would make Pakistan safe. India 
has inflicted tens of thousands of 
cuts on the body of Pakistan since 
2003, and has cleverly portrayed 

itself as a victim and Pakistan 
as an abettor of terrorism. India 
succeeded in selling its false nar-
rative to the world since Pakistan 

made no effort to build a count-
er narrative to put the record 

straight. All its acts were reactive 
and apologetic.

International Perspective



     May 2021    Melange  | 41 

Kuninori Matsuda
A Dynamic 

Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan
he diplomatic ties between Ja-
pan and Pakistan established 
in 1952. The economic rela-
tions between both started 
soon after the independence of 

Pakistan. Karachi being the first capital of 
Pakistan was the trade hub for trade re-
lating activities between Pakistan and Ja-
pan. Japan’s economic cooperation with 
Pakistan covers loans, grants and techni-
cal cooperation, and both countries have 
signed several treaties in different areas. 
Embassies of both countries are playing 
a pivotal role in enhancing the relations 
between Pakistan and Japan. 

H.E. Mr Kuninori Matsuda, being 
the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan is 
playing an extraordinary role to further 
strengthen relations between both coun-
tries. Born in 1959 in the city of Fukui, 
Japan Kuninori Matsuda graduated from 
the College of Arts and Sciences, the 
University of Tokyo in 1982. In 1984 he 
graduated from Defense Language Insti-
tute, USA. He joined the foreign service of 
Japan in 1982. In 1996, he was appoint-
ed as the first secretary at the Embassy 
of Japan in the United States. Two years 
later Mr Kuninori Matsuda was appoint-
ed as Counselor at the Embassy of Japan 
in Russia. He worked on several posi-
tions worldwide being representative of 
his country. Being a career diplomat, he 
served in different capacities in differ-
ent parts of the world. For instance, he 
served as director Overseas Public Rela-
tions Division, worked as Senior Fellow/
Director of Research Coordination at Ja-
pan Institute of International Affair. He 
also served as Director Russian Division 
and worked in the position of Minister, 
Embassy of Japan in Israel. He remained 
part of Consulate-General of Japan in De-
troit as Consul General, National Institute 
of Public Administration as Deputy Di-
rector-General and Consulate-General of 
Japan in Hong-Kong as counsel General 
before assuming his charge as Japanese 
Ambassador in Pakistan. 

He was designated as Ambassador 
of Japan to Pakistan in December 2018 
and took charge in the early months of 
2019. Since then he is engaged in devel-
oping more diversified ties with Paki-
stan. When it comes to bilateral ties in 
the field of education and technical train-
ing, Kuninori Matsuda always commends 
the extremely skilled workers and tech-
nical interns of Pakistan in terms of their 
expertise, hard work, and obligation. He 
is in talks with the Education Ministry of 
Pakistan to further extend ties and for-
tify relations in the areas of skill devel-
opment and education. He also applause 
Pakistan’s role for peace and stability in 
the region. He is also engaged to work 
in the development sector of Pakistan. 
Japan is also interested to develop rela-
tions in the fishery sector.

Recently, due to his efforts, Japan 
has approved to encompass a grant of six 
billion rupees to Pakistan for the devel-
opment of water treatment and distribu-
tion system in Faisalabad. 

 Recently, some discussions are in 
progress on the Rs1.1 billion grant giv-
en by the Japanese government to the 
Korangi Fish Harbour Authority for the 
Formation of Business Parks, Alteration 
of Auction Hall and the Establishment of 
Cold Storage and financial inclusion of 
the marginalized community in Pakistan. 

Kuninori Matsuda being the repre-

sentative of Japan in Pakistan remained 
committed to working together to less-
en poverty in Pakistan. Japanese am-
bassador also seems to be very active to 
enhance cooperation in this particular 
area. The Embassy of Japan donated 20 
jasmine trees to Japanese Park last year 
in line with Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
‘Clean-Green Pakistan’ initiative.

The Ambassador of Japan wit-
nessed the tree plantation initiative and 
showed great interest. Mr Matsuda said 
is of the view that many residents adore 
visiting this park. It became a symbol of 
friendship between Japan and Pakistan. 
This park was opened in 1985 after the 
then Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone visited Pakistan and donated 
playground equipment for children of 
Pakistan. He is also keen to establish a 
long-term partnership with Pakistan in 
several fields and areas. 

The Japanese willingness to pro-
vide pesticides and related products to 
Pakistan to cope up with the crop locust 
attacks in the country is commendable. 
During the crisis, Japanese Ambassa-
dor Kuninori had a meeting with Fed-
eral Minister for National Food Security 
and offered assistance against the locust 
onslaught. We have seen different dis-
cussion session of ambassador Kuni-
nori with all chief Ministers in Pakistan 
and these discussions mostly revolved 
around building partnerships to open 
up new doors of cooperation and mutual 
benefits. 

The world is facing financial im-
pending amid coronavirus and it is high 
time for the countries to enhance finan-
cial cooperation and collaboration. Last 
year, Japan has extended grant assistance 
of JPY 1 billion (approx. USD 9.5 million) 
to Pakistan for enhancing its ability to 
combat COVID-19. In this regard, MAT-
SUDA Kuninori remained very vigilant. 
Pakistan and the people of Pakistan pay 
huge regards to the efforts and affection 
of Mr Mastuda Kuninori.
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Mitigating Challenges 
of 

Disinformation
 on 

Social Media

Special Report

itigating challenges of disinfor-
mation on Social Media is a key 
subject nowadays as the world 
is seeing fifth generation warfare 

and hybrid warfare. We’re constantly see-
ing the involvement of fake news and the 
involvement of businesses that are running 
the fake news to drag down the people’s 
thinking towards somewhere it should not 
go. The impact of social media is significant, 
the political spheres, economies, and cul-
tures are being impacted by Social Media 
mediums. Its bad impact, the social media 
carries on politics, economy, and culture 
needs to be countered.

So many social mediums are used, 
mostly Facebook and Twitter. Nowadays, 
YouTube has become a very important so-
cial media tool for spreading propaganda. 
When a country’s channels are not being 
watched in the opponent’s country, then the 
YouTube platform is being used to propa-
gate the agenda. India is a prime example 
in this regard. In recent times, knowing the 
fact that Indian channels are banned in Paki-
stan, they are constantly utilizing platforms 
including YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter to 
spread false information and to propagate 
Indian narratives against Pakistan.

The global 
users of Social Me-
dia are gradually 
increasing over 
time. Within twen-
ty years, the advent 
of the technologi-
cal sector has im-
proved the connec-
tivity among the 
people but it has 
created problems 
as well. Everyone 
wants to get con-
nected with their loved ones. In modern 
times, we hardly find time to meet each oth-
er in person, therefore, everyone is trying to 
meet through social mediums. This is good 
in this way, as you can easily find your old 
fellows and get connected with them. But at 
the same time, in the parallel, we have the 
negative impact/use of Social Media.

There are many case studies, EU Dis-
info report is the latest one, in which the 
Srivastava group was deciphered by EU 
Disinfo. They were running more than 700 
news portals with fake news, from the out-
look they looked genuine. They even hired 
journalists to work for them and were being 
run from New Delhi. The Srivastava group 
was also attached with so many NGOs that 
were working within and outside Pakistan 
just to devalue the efforts and the name of 
Pakistan. 

The British firm, Cambridge Analyti-
ca, was using Facebook data of users. They 
were using the data to propagate the narra-
tives on the behalf of their clients. Another 
British company, BellPottinger, was involved 
in a propaganda campaign for the US De-
partment of Defense. When the war on ter-
ror was going on, as part of the project Bell 
Pottinger created fake videos that were ap-
proved by General David Petraeus and that 
appeared to be the work of Al-Qaeda. Al-
though, Cambridge Analytica and Bell-Pot-
tinger have been banned these kinds of plat-
forms are still being used. The Cambridge 
Analytica and Bell-Pottinger were active in 
Eastern Europe and African countries. They 
were influencing even the elections in the 

countries. So, we 
can understand to 
what extent such 
companies can play 
the role.

The disinfor-
mation on social 
media is posing se-
rious challenges to 
the governments 
as well as the com-
mon people. The 
Psychological Op-
erations, the rise of 

intolerance, mistrust in the society, fake pro-
paganda, and xenophobia are considered as 
major challenges of disinformation on social 
media. Plenty of examples have been seen 
across the globe, as there is an increase in 
intolerance in the societies, people are com-
mitting mass murders due to the influence 
of social media.

COPAIR TEAM

Since Covid-19 has 
already proved that, the 
dynamics of everything 

is changing and we 
need to adjust ourselves 
because we cannot stop 
time and technology as 
it has to go but we can 

manage it.
Cybercriminals are 

threatening every 
aspect of life whether 
it’s governments and 

businesses. As the 
world is continuously 

evolving, so giving due 
importance to Cyber 

Security in Emerging 
Technologies is the need 

of the hour. 
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Why does disinformation work 
so well? This is because of the follow-
ing reasons. Firstly, people believe what 
they want to believe. We all tend to avoid 
cognitive dissonance – that means that 
we believe information that fits into our 
world view and, above all, our social 
identity. Secondly, the technical possi-
bilities make it increasingly difficult to 
identify and expose disinformation now-
adays. For this, media awareness and a 
certain level of media competence are 
particularly necessary.

Thirdly, disinformation and es-
pecially fake news play with negative 
emotions and this is exactly what the 
authors make use of. The human brain 
gives negative news much more atten-
tion than positive news and thus arouses 
more interest among readers. This phe-
nomenon is also called negativity 
bias (also: negativity effect) and 
describes the effect that people 
are more likely to be attracted to 
negative news. Fourthly, we are 
confronted with a huge amount 
of information every day through 
social media. Verifying each one 
of these pieces of information 
would probably take us days. 
Therefore, the power of disinfor-
mation should not be underesti-
mated, because we often assume 
– without checking – that sourc-
es are reliable and thus (intentionally) 
false news can also have particularly high 
credibility.

Since Covid-19 has already proved 
that, the dynamics of everything is chang-
ing and we need to adjust ourselves be-
cause we cannot stop time and technol-
ogy as it has to go but we can manage it. 
Cybercriminals are threatening every as-
pect of life whether it’s governments and 
businesses. As the world is continuously 
evolving, so giving due importance to Cy-
ber Security in Emerging Technologies is 
the need of the hour.

The future of the internet will have 
three things in common: the software 
will be Artificial Intelligence (AI), the 
hardware will be IoT and the platform 
will be blockchain. So, there is a need to 
discuss Industrial Revolution 4.0, Block-
chain infrastructure concomitant with 
internet-induced threats of things. Fur-
thermore, the potential dark side of the 
internet and its destructive tendency. 
Unless we are not putting the right infra-
structure, we are not serious in adjust-
ing ourselves to the modern dimensions 
of the Internet. For instance, three days 
before, the governor state back hinted at 
introducing crypto-currency but without 
basic block-chain infrastructure, it would 
be a mistake. 

There are tremendous suggestions 
in this regard but where is the strategy, 
regulatory policy, or national law? All 
these things are posing a serious ques-
tion. Machines have now surpassed the 
way humans used to understand things 
but humans are still supreme. We need 
to teach AI at our school level as we will 
need AI experts in the next three to four 
years. Since, Industrial Revolution 4.0 is 
going to change the way our industries 
are working right now as now its era of 
beacons, smart-computing. The apps will 
inform the owners that their machines 
require maintenance. Apps will inform 
owners that their machines have been 
hacked and how you can secure your dig-
ital currency. Hence it`s very important 
to understand cyber-security challenges 
in the industrial realm.

The misinformation and fake news 
are also part of hybrid warfare which is 
waged against adversaries at the nation-
al and international level. Every war has 
its cost and this factor enables armies 
to wage wars for prolonged timelines. 
When it comes to technology, the ag-
gressors have mastered more tools and 
tactics than defenders. Fake news on so-
cial media is linked with the cost of the 
war which is very low. Several armies 
are across the globe waging this war on 
social media and it’s important to under-
stand AI is fuelling this phenomenon.

For instance, phishing campaigns 
are targeting big figures and are operated 
by algorithms and all information is har-
vested automatically, combining some 
deep algorithms, creating texts, tweets, 
and emails. With the help of a manipulat-
ed viral image, the battles of perception 
are fought via image distortion and Twit-
ter bots to generate tide and millions of 
tweets can be generated by just two to 
three persons. 

To confront the fake propaganda on 
media, you need to create content that 
can push your narrative further. The best 
example of spreading fake propaganda 
can be Modi’s fascism, using the Hindut-
va ideology, being propagated through 
media. Every single day, they keep ham-

mering with fake propaganda and people 
start believing in the propagated things. 
Moreover, everyone knows about the Cu-
rious Case of Karima Baloch. Her name 
surfaced in EU DisinfoLab’s report as to 
how she was used by India to spread cer-
tain propaganda against Pakistan. After 
her sudden death, mainstream and so-
cial media suddenly woke up to the sto-
ry making direct attacks on ISI. A delib-
erate designed and chained propaganda 
started with hashtags. Later when police 
termed her death as not suspicious but 
the DAMAGE had been already done.

The basic responsibility is of the 
professional people. They are the ones 
who are to make sure that fact-based 
news is passed on. The fake and spon-

sored platforms should be 
assessed. Various strategies 
can be adopted to mitigate 
the challenges of disinforma-
tion. News Content Models 
and Social Context Models 
can be used in this regard. 
The News Content Models 
include Knowledge-based 
and Style-based. In the 
Knowledge-based model, ex-
pert-oriented, crowdsourc-
ing-oriented, and computa-
tional-oriented approaches 

are used. Style-based, Deception-orient-
ed, and Objectivity oriented approaches 
are included. Moreover, Social Context 
Models include Stance-based and Propa-
gation-based approaches.

Furthermore, Indigenous Data Se-
curity System should be developed and 
the local social media platforms need to 
be created and promoted at the nation-
al level, at least. The regulation of social 
media is a need of the time to control the 
fake propaganda which is being propa-
gated by the enemies of peace. In parallel 
to this, awareness campaigns should also 
be launched through digital channels to 
avoid fake news. A central command and 
control system should be established 
which should be headed by the higher 
authority of Pakistan and all law enforce-
ment agencies should be part of it. Cy-
berspace has become the battleground 
for wars and diplomacy so we need to 
work on its strategies. We need to work 
in unconventional ways, engage civil so-
ciety and academia, and more important-
ly our journalists for building the positive 
narrative of Pakistan. The government 
needs to work on digital diplomacy and 
harnessing cyberspace for projecting the 
positive image of Pakistan at the interna-
tional level.



44 | Melange   May 2021

Random Clicks

Mitigating Challenges of 
Disinformation on Social Media

Center of Pakistan and Interna-
tional Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad 
organized a virtual conference titled 
Mitigating Challenges of Disinforma-
tion on Social Media. The panelist of 
the webinar includes professional ex-
perts, journalists, and scholars on the 
topic pertinent topic. A number of peo-
ple from different fields, such as media 
practitioners, digital transformation 
leaders, academia, and students from 
across the country joined the riveting 
discussion. The two-and-a-half-long 
session was organized to gather in-
sights about Mitigating Challenges of 
Disinformation on Social Media, to 
highlight the opportunities and chal-
lenges, and devise strategies of social 
media usage for foreseeable future in 
Pakistan.

Awais Siddique, a Research Asso-
ciate of COPAIR, was the moderator of 
the session and after the introduction 
of speakers, he set the baseline of the 
webinar by sharing views about the 
pertinent topic.

Mr. Raja Faisal, a senior journalist 
enlightened the audience on the So-
cial, Political, Cultural, and Economic 
impacts of Social Media and described 
utility strategies of non-conventional 
media such as Youtube can to dissem-
inate propaganda. He was of the view 
that it is very difficult to create while 
it is very easy to create and propagate 
fake news.

Mr. Mirza Masood Baig, Head PTV 
World, explained the incidence of glob-
al and local noise and exigencies to fil-
ter news, to dig fact-based true news. 
He stated that it`s all about playing with 
and influencing perceptions, hence dis-
information gets more pre-eminence 
than true news.

Mr. Ammar Jaffri, DG CIT stated 
that the world is transforming owing to 
the ever-changing technological land-

scape and internet is the driving force 
of this transfor-
mation. We have 
to adapt to the 
world of Industri-
al Revolution 4.0 
and understand 
the importance 
of cyber warfare, 
cyber diplomacy, 
and the protection 
of strategic inter-
ests in the digital 
realm. 

Mr. Syed 
Talal Hassan, an 
information secu-
rity analyst dis-
cussed the securi-
ty aspect of social 
media propagated 
dis informat ion 
and novel tools 
and tactics of Hy-
brid Warfare. He 
opined that lever-
aging technology 
or weaponization 
of sophisticated 
systems could 
help offensive 
states to win the war without fighting 
it.

Mr. Habib Paracha, a film produc-
er, shared an MIT report stating that 
political fake news tends to overwhelm 
the spectrum of fake news and role of 
professional media in mitigating the 
spread of fake news via credible jour-
nalism and building robust brand im-
age.

President COPIAR- Ms. Amna Ma-
lik accentuated the realization of the 
gravity of this issue and how govern-
ment needs to work on it by engaging 
civil society, youth, government, me-
dia, corporate sector via public-pri-

vate partnerships. She recommended 

that role of institutions in training the 
youth, instituting Central Command 
and Control system on cybersecurity 
and Mass awareness via civil society 
and civic discussion. At the government 
level, she called Parliament to chart 
regulatory frameworks and authorities 
to devise Licensing Mechanism should 
be introduced for media outlets, even 
for YouTube channels. 

Approximately 200 people from 
Pakistan and abroad, including repre-
sentatives of the public and private or-
ganizations and students attended the 
one and a half-hour-long session virtu-
ally.

 April 11, 2021
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Pakistan, Saudi and US Air Force 
held Multinational Air Exercise 

ACES MEET 2021-1
The two-week long exercise saw active participation from 

the Royal Saudi Air Force (RSAF) and the United States Air 
Force (USAF). ACES MEET 2021-1 included multiple missions 
across the airpower spectrum and offered near-realistic and 
role-oriented training to participating members even during 
the challenging situations due to Covid-19 pandemic. Mem-
bers of PAK, RSAF and USAF special forces performed several 
Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) missions during the 
exercise. According to a statement posted on Radio Pakistan, 
Bahrain, Egypt and Jordan air forces acted as observers for the 
drill. The exercise included the employment of fighter jets from 
the air forces of Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, as well as airborne 
early warning and control aircraft and military satellites. The 
deployed assets helped improve coordina-

tion and harmony between the ground elements and air com-
ponent.

Addressing the participants involved in the exercise, PAF 
Base Mushaf air commodore Ali Naeem Zahoor said, “The exer-
cise provided an opportunity to learn via ‘mutual sharing of ex-
periences. PAF is happy to share its experiences and expertise 
in the field of counter-terrorism operations with RSAF & USAF. 
With the successful and meaningful conduct of exercise, we 
have consolidated 
our resolve that 
we stand by each 
other as allies and 
friends.”
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Russian Foreign Minister 
arrived Islamabad 
on a two-day visit

Russian Foreign Minister H.E. Sergey Lavrov visit-
ed Pakistan –first visit after 9 years –where his Pakistani 
counterpart, Shah Mehmood Qureshi, received him. Paki-
stan and Russia share a multi-faceted relationship this vis-
it showed the mutual commitment to further strengthen 
our bilateral ties, deepening our growing bonds of coop-
eration & collaboration. With the Afghan situation on top 
of the agenda, the two foreign ministers will also discuss 
bilateral ties, including economic cooperation, counter-ter-
rorism and socio-economic ramifications of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Shah Mehmood Qureshi tweeted that during the talks 
both sides considered ideas to further promote Economic 
Diplomacy and discussed progress in the area of energy co-
operation including the Pakistan-Stream Gas Pipeline proj-
ect. Pakistan’s MOFA stated that “We reviewed our coop-
eration in the field of security including counter-terrorism 
and defence”.

FM Lavrov and FM Qureshi agreed on the need to 
promote greater people-to-people contact through great-
er collaboration across a diversity of fields, including ed-
ucation. Both sides will be working on enhancing our co-
operation within the framework of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization.
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Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
            Multi-State Visit

Foreign Minister’s visit to Tajikistan, 
29-31 March 2021

FM Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi lead the Paki-
stan delegation at the 9th Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process 
(HoA-IP) Ministerial Conference, held on 30 March 2021 
in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) 
will precede the Ministerial meeting on 29 March 2021. 
The theme of the Conference is “Strengthening Consen-
sus for Peace and Development.”
On the sidelines of HoA-IP, Shah Mahmood Qureshi met 
Tajik FM, Chairman Tajik Parliment and Defence Minister 
and discussed a spectrum of bilateral ties. Both vowed 
to tap into potential of those areas, yet unexplored, to 
engage more meaningfully, specifically across trade, 
tourism and people-to-people engagement. He conclud-
ed his trip by paying homage to the Monument of Ismoil 
Somoni, Founder of the great Tajik nation. The Foreign 
Minister’s visit to Tajikistan will help deepen bilateral 
cooperation in diverse fields and reinforce the growing 
partnership between the two brotherly countries.

Visit of Foreign Minister to Turkey
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi visited Turkey on 23 April 
2021 on the invitation of Foreign Minister of Turkey Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. 
He landed in Turkey on the auspicious occasion of Turkish Sovereignty 
and Children’s Day, commemorating the foundation of the Grand Nation-
al Assembly of Turkey, connecting children from all over the world in the 
spirit of peace and harmony.
During the visit, the Foreign Minister had bilateral talks with Foreign 
Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu. He also participated in a trilateral meeting of 
the Foreign Ministers of Pakistan, Turkey and Afghanistan. In the trilat-
eral meeting with the Foreign Ministers of Turkey and Afghanistan, the 
Foreign Minister discussed the latest developments in the Afghan peace 
process, exchange views on achieving the shared objectives of a peaceful 
and stable Afghanistan through an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned polit-
ical process and highlight Pakistan’s valuable efforts towards this end.
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FM Shah Mahmood Qureshi embarked on a three-day 
official visit to the UAE, where he met his counterpart, His 
Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan and other 
UAE dignitaries. The FM also met Pakistani diaspora and in-
teracted with local and international media.

On the invitation of the Foreign Minister of Germa-
ny, Mr. Heiko Maas, Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi undertook an official visit to Ger-
many on 11-13 April 2021 as Pakistan and Germany 
celebrate 70 years of diplomatic relations. The talks 
remained focused on strengthening our bilateral and 
political cooperation, focusing on enhancing collabo-
ration in renewable energy, agriculture, health, educa-
tion and climate change. 

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said that “in commem-
oration of our 70 years of diplomatic relations, Paki-
stan will be issuing postage stamps to celebrate our 
two great heroes: Iqbal and Goethe. We will also be 
issuing a commemorative coin portraying important 
monuments in the two countries.” He also shared a 
good news followed by the meeting that Pakistan will 
receive 15 million doses of the COVID vaccine under 
COVAX, with a commitment for these to be delivered 
by May.  

He also met Dr Wolfgang Schäuble (President of 
the Bundestag), Gunter Mulack (Former Ambassador 
to Pakistan) and other notable members of business 
and diplomatic community. He had a candid encoun-
ter with the members of Pakistani diaspora who are 
positively contributing to German economy & society. 

He visited Pakistan’s Embassy in Germany and 
launched a football enclave at the embassy. ‘Arzi 
Nawees’ has also been appointed to aid with online 
application forms for those in need, gratis.

Foreign Minister’s 
visit to UAE
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Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
visited Iran on 20-22 April, 2021 at the invitation of For-
eign Minister Dr. Javad Zarif. During the visit, the Foreign 
Minister had delegation-level talks with Foreign Minis-
ter Zarif. He also called on President Dr. Hassan Rouhani 
and Speaker of the Parliament Mohammad Bagher Ghal-
ibaf. The Foreign Minister also visit the city of Mashhad. 
During the delegation-level talks, the two Foreign Minis-

ters reviewed bilateral relations with a view to further 
deepening cooperation in diverse fields. The two sides 
discussed regional security situation including the latest 
developments in the Afghan Peace Process and the Jam-
mu & Kashmir dispute. 

 He also visited Pakistan’s Embassy in Tehran to meet 
with the team who works closely with the Pakistani com-
munity in Iran to strengthen our economic and cultural 
diplomacy footprint.

Following dialogue between PM Imran Khan and 
President Hassan Rouhani, Foreign Ministers of both 
countries signed MoU on establishment of 6 Border Sus-
tenance Marketplaces promoting economic uplift of Pa-
kistani and Irani border populations, giving respective 
populace formal/legal means to engage in commerce.

Visit of Foreign Minister to 
Iran, 20-22 April 2021
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The Paris Agreement is 
a milestone international 
accord that was adopted 
in 2015 by almost every 

country. The purpose was 
to deal with climate change 

and its negative impacts. 
The agreement aims to 

considerably lessen global 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

This is imperative to 
further restrict the global 

temperature. Paris 
agreement provided a way 
for developed countries to 
help developing nations 

in their climate mitigation 
and adaptation efforts. The 
agreement also created a 

mechanism for transparent 
monitoring, reporting 

as well as emphasizing 
achieving collective climate 

goals.

Saima Zaman

Author is an Assistant 
Editor at the Mélange 
International 
Magazine, The Asian 
Telegraph, and 
Research Associate at 
the Center of Pakistan 
and International 
Relations (COPAIR).

limate change is no doubt an ev-
ident hazard to peace and safety 
in the 21st century. Everyone feels 
the impacts of climate change. It 

has become one of the greatest challenges 
faced by the world. The geopolitical con-
sequences of this climate crisis are very 
substantial. We, being the inhabitants of 
this world, are moving close to the time 
when things will not be in good shape. It 
is also pertinent to mention that the reper-
cussions of our foreign policy agenda are 
noteworthy. Therefore, the foreign policy 
of any country has an important role in in-
ternational climate policy. This can further 
be strengthening through climate diplo-
macy. The challenges posed by the climate 
crisis are enormous. These challenges al-
ready affected the livelihoods of people 
and impaired development. Apart from 
these challenges, the climate crisis has the 
potential of causing major and highly un-
certain impacts on societies. They can cer-
tainly undermine human security and can 
increase the risks of conflict and instabil-
ity. To address all such impacts and chal-
lenges there is a need to have a global-level 
strategic and coordinated response. This is 
where climate diplomacy plays its part. 

Climate diplomacy is all related to 
prioritising climate action with partners 
worldwide. All this can be done through 
diplomatic dialogues, public diplomacy 
and external policy instruments. One can 
have a collaborative approach by reach-
ing out to partner countries. Bilateral dia-
logues and actions collectively can further 
enhance the need for climate action. In 
this case, the pragmatic approach makes 
things more evident and noticeable. All 
these actions taken under the umbrella of 
climate diplomacy are also gender-free. 
How these challenges are impacting the 
life of a woman is also something really 
important to discuss. 

Women are excessively vulnerable 
to the consequences of climate change. 
The countries around the world should 

identify this to further embrace a gender 
dimension as well as female participation 
in policy-making most importantly when 
it comes to climate diplomacy. There are 
many parts of the world including the 
South Asian region, where there is a need 
to deal with gender issues in climate di-
plomacy. This is the only way to attain sus-
tainable development goals worldwide by 
giving participation to women. 

Women’s role as climate actors has 
a huge impact. In developing countries, 
there is negligible female participation, 
especially when it comes to policy-making 
related to climate change. In many parts 
of the world, women embraced the tra-
ditional roles of managing the household 
and works as caregivers. The approach 
to women in this regard is very typical 
in many regions of the world. The Unit-
ed Nations (UN) estimated that 80% of 
those who have been dislocated by climate 
change are women. Women are the front 
line of the climate-change battle. They are 
exclusively the agents of change by help-
ing to find ways to mitigate the reasons 
for global warming and to become accus-
tomed to its impacts pragmatically. The 
Paris Agreement acknowledged this ve-
racity and indicated that the world need to 
further empower women in climate deci-
sion-making. 

Although the conditions are not fa-
vourable for all women across the world, 
especially those who belong to developing 
Nations with marginalized facilities. Still, 
they are committed to delivering whether 
it comes to working at community levels 
or decision-making. They are using their 
voices to call for action on climate change. 
Although the conditions are not favour-
able for all women across the world, es-
pecially those who belong to developing 
Nations with marginalized facilities. Still, 
they are committed to delivering whether 
it comes to working at community levels 
or decision-making. They are using their 
voices to call for action on climate change.

Women 
in Climate 
Diplomacy
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Christiana Figueres is one of the 
prominent names in climate diplomacy, 
who after supervising a climate-change 
nonprofit for eight years became the 
head of UNFCCC. She came as a ray of 
hope and infused an exceptional sense 
of optimism. Moreover, she made sure 
to remove all the hurdles including the 
political interests and united all to work 
for the climate matters. She became suc-
cessful with this strategy of her. As a re-
sult, Figueres productively steered world 
leaders to reach the Paris Agreement in 
2015. During these negotiations, many 
other women also played their part. 
Figueres was triumphant in shedding an 
imperative light on the gender dimen-

sion of climate change. It is revealed later 
that she is working on publishing a book 
about combating climate change in the 
next 10 years by the world. 

Rhiana Gunn-Wright is another 
name working hard for climate-related 
issues. Rhiana was attached to an organi-
zation working on health-related issues 
worldwide. She later realized that the 
environment is creating a wide range of 
social justice issues. She also realized the 
need to address all these issues at the ear-
liest. She came up with a view that alone 
it cannot be done and there is a need for 
an amalgamated effort in this regard. She 
changed the whole focus and now Gunn-
Wright is engaged in bringing that ho-
listic approach to the national level. She 
is working with an organization named 
New Consensus -a think tank working on 
policymaking regarding climate change 
in collaboration with law firms. 

Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim is an-
other name. She is the one who belongs 
to the African region. Being a member of 
the Mbororo pastoralist community in 
Chad she has spent more than 10 years 
working to viaduct the gap between 
the international decisions on climate 
change with the veracity on the ground. 

The gap between the policies and 
their practicality should be the real fo-
cus. This is how policies can be more 
pragmatic and result oriented. Once we 
have a look at the South Asian region, this 
region as a whole immediately needs to 
deal with gender issues in climate diplo-
macy. In this particular region, agricul-
tural sector is the major important key 
to understanding women’s climate vul-
nerabilities. In rural areas, almost 70% 
of women are measured to be dependent 
on agriculture. Even 70% of the agri-
cultural work is identified to be carried 
out by women. Therefore, it is pertinent 
to mention that climate change has had 
an adverse impact on the women of this 
region. Female farmers tend to endure 
the direct impact of climate change and 

the environment. Recurring droughts in 
many countries of the region and annual 
floods in some of the areas are just some 
of the examples wherein farmers have 
been harshly hit by climate changes. Here 
it should also be noticed that the women 
are not given due participation when it 
comes to decision making at any level. 
They even do not have any share in crop 
insurance to defeat the losses caused by 
climate change. This is something very 
serious and needs immediate attention. 

Women constitute a large percent-
age of the population of Pakistan. Accord-
ing to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFC-
CC), almost 70% of the world’s poor are 
women. Climate change is further push-
ing them to below the poverty line. The 
agriculture sector in Pakistan is directly 
affected by climate change and it unfa-
vourably affects the livelihood and rou-
tine of rural women as well because they 
use to put more efforts to run the affairs 
under these impacts. Not only the rural 
women of Pakistan are vulnerable to cli-
mate change but those living in the urban 
areas are also suffering from polluted air 
and bearing the brunt of extreme weath-
er events. 

Gender-sensitive strategies are nec-
essary to respond to the environmental 
and humanitarian crises caused by cli-
mate change. There is a need to involve 
more women in climate diplomacy and 
policymaking. If efficiently trained, the 
women of Pakistan are resilient enough 
to become accustomed to changing envi-
ronmental realities. They can positively 
contribute to the cause of climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. The real and 
practical thing is their inclusion by giving 
them more space and opportunities. 

Since 2016, the Government of 
Pakistan in collaboration with 
WWF-Pakistan is commemorating 
Climate Diplomacy Day. The aim 
is to emphasize the unfavourable 
impacts of climate change and 
search for positive actions. The 
purpose of this endeavor is to 
encourage debate on climate 
change. The inclusion of youth and 
women is also the essence of the 
commencement of this day. This is 
how youth and women of Pakistan 
coming from diverse backgrounds 
can come together to exchange 
views. This is how the opportunities 
arising through the irreparable 
transition to low carbon economies 
can be explored while equitable 
access to sustainable development 
can be ensured as well. There are 
certainly high hopes associated 
with the incumbent government, 
unlike its predecessors. It is also 
evident that the environment and 
climate change seem to be among 
the top priorities of the present 
Government. 

The United Nations estimated 
that 80% of those who have been 
dislocated by climate change are 
women and they are at the front 
line of the climate-change battle.
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Still Indispensable for Democracy?
Sarah Khan
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While sketching the 
picture of the modern 

mass media landscape, 
Habermas rightly 

propounded; 
Modern media falls 

under the sway of 
public relations, 

advertising and big 
business, and offers 

shallow consumerism, 
empty political 

spectacle and pre-
packaged convenience 

thought
The power of media 

and digital forums can 
be gauged from one 

fact that “What does 
not exist in mass media 

does not exist in the 
public mind.

globe overwhelmed by tech-
nological explosion, hedonism, 
consumerism and materialism, 
it seems like there exists an 
indispensable relationship be-

tween technology, media and democracy. 
Democracies thrive upon public opinion 
and hence any factor influencing public 
opinion exhibits the potential of affecting 
the health of democracy. The influence of 
mass media and ever-evolving digital space 
upon electoral processes and shaping the 
perception of individuals indicate that 
“Digital Democracy” is the future form of 
government. The infamous 2016 American 
Presidential election is a stark reminder 
that technology and “New Media” are liqui-
dating state sovereignty and ceding ground 
to hostile foreign powers. Democracy is at 
ruthless mercy of propaganda, disinforma-
tion blitzkrieg, hate speech, inflammatory 
rhetoric, deep-fakes and tactical political 
subversion. The colossal information over-
load disseminated via mainstream mass 
media and sophisticated “New Media”, 
tends to help spread disinformation ow-
ing to less probability of fact-checking. It is 
very easy for any malicious entity to pro-
duce disinformation because there is no 
accountability or sheer cost of producing 
dubious content in the digital space. 

Democracy is undergoing a substan-
tial overhaul in a networked world where-
by multiple forums are available for rigor-
ously shaping civic discourse. Habermas 
suggested that to create an ideal world, 
it`s important to first lay foundations of 
radical deliberative democracies whereby, 
every person is open to express his opin-
ion, regardless of any discrimination. The 
boom of digital media forums concomi-
tant with robust community dialogue first 
presented the glimpse of Habermasian fo-
rums. But then it was revealed that certain 
cultures, ethnicities and political groups 
tend to eclipse the opinions and narra-
tives of “the others”. This presented with a 
novel challenge that how dominant actors 

can first achieve technological prowess, 
in a mercurial world of the digital divide, 
and then ruthlessly propagate their narra-
tives. The mainstream narrative is actually 
“talk of the town” and unsurprisingly spi-
ral of silence phenomena not only exists in 
the physical sphere but also in the digital 
realm.                     

The Mass Media in a technologically 
savvy world is intricately hybrid in nature 
owing to the overlapping of traditional 
media and “New Media”. Traditionally es-
tablished mass media outlets are now also 
registering their online presence through 
myriad platforms such as Youtube chan-
nels, Twitter, Facebook and Netflix. This 
prevalence in multiple digital realms risks 
compromising journalistic standards be-
cause gatekeeping of enormous content 
is an arduous task. Another challenge for 
“Networked Democracy” is that audience 
is mostly fragmented and segregated in the 
digital arena and this “networked individu-
alism” tends to concoct partisan chimaera 
by facilitating the one-way flow of informa-
tion. That is, instead of promoting healthy 
community discussions, that serve as an 
important tool of gate-keeping de-con-
textualized information, digital media 
discourages civic deliberation and hence 
there is no room to correct false political 
narrative.

The unbridled and non-regulated dig-
ital space has ceded space to demagogues 
who persuade the masses via inflammatory 
speeches. Any demagogue can now lever-
age social media platforms and dissemi-
nate their objectionable opinion through 
videos and dubious posts. The downfall of 
western liberal democracies owes its irre-
versible damage to technological advance-
ment as populist demagoguery in the digi-
tal realm has transformed democracy into 
“tyranny of the majority”. As, xenophobia, 
racism, Islamophobia, populist protection-
ism etc. are rearing their ugly head again, 
it is high time to realize people about the 
vulnerabilities.
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Spreading public awareness about 
the torrents of disinformation on digital 
media and its devastating impacts is a 
desperate need of the hour. However, to 
embark upon this mission, it is important 
to understand the complex mechanism of 
how tech-intensive mass media tends to 
manipulate and shape public discourse. 
The sad irony is that multiple digital me-
dia platforms make it easy to target the 
segmented audience via diverse strate-
gies. The strategy to deceive and manipu-
late, not working for one group of people, 
might work for another group. The appli-
cation of hybrid strategies in accordance 
with the vulnerabilities and grievances 
of the targeted audience is posing a co-
lossal threat to the health of the spirit of 
democracy. These subversive tactics are 
used to induce polarization, exacerbate 
identity fault lines by whipping up 
frenzied speculation. Thus, it is 
unsurprising that treacherous 
use of mass media platforms 
has resulted in brutal geno-
cide in already fragmented 
regions. Rohingya Minori-
ty Muslims’ trail of blood 
illustrates the most 
subversive impact of 
technology upon de-
mocracy; since Myan-
mar was on a demo-
cratic trajectory but 
traditional and social 
media campaign ca-
joled masses to wage 
a crusade against the 
minority group. 

It is very import-
ant to understand the 
“Attention Economy” of 
the audience as well. Ac-
cording to a 2019 study 
published by MIT Sloan 
School, Media Lab Profes-
sors Sinan Aral and Deb Roy 
found that falsehoods are 70% 
more likely to be retweeted on Twit-
ter than the truth, and reach their first 
1,500 people six times faster. This effect 
is more pronounced with political news 
than other categories. Thus, there is 
more room in digital space to manipulate 
the political discourse of the audience as 
politics is the chief human interest realm. 
If many media outlets, albeit dubious, are 
sharing and discussing a political hap-
pening, then there are more chances that 
people will believe it to be true. It is also 
very important for the public to consult 
multiple sources and diverse perspec-
tives to filter out facts from fiction and 
shape their opinion by analytical reason-
ing. The credibility of news media or dig-
ital platform is very important as mass 
media is itself business syndicate which 
is conscious about its branding image. 

The development of an elaborate 
fact-checking mechanism is also a solu-
tion t this problem. Many non-profit or-
ganizations have established a well-elab-

orated fact-checking mechanism to 
debunk the dubious de-contextualized 
content. A non-profit initiative Poynter.
org has 16000 fact-checks at its cred-
it. Another great example is the French 
news outlet, Le Monde which has a na-
tional database whereby 600 websites 
have been categorized as fake. 

However, there exists another dan-
gerous implication which is “the implied 
truth effect”. A study by Rand Corpora-
tion highlighted the potential risk of la-
belling misinformation online: the dan-
ger of the “implied truth effect” is that 
people assume all information without a 
label is true. As a result, false headlines 
that fail to get tagged, or are 

not tagged quickly, could 
be taken as truth. Attaching verifications 
to some true headlines could be a possi-
ble fix.

Similarly, another dubious aspect of 
mass media is that it can concoct partisan 
bubbles by feeding into certain perspec-
tive to a fragmented targeted audience. 
Such “information gerrymandering” uti-
lizes different digital media platforms to 
propagate certain narrative, set of ideas, 
images and videos to bolster particular 
political discourse. A commendable pa-
per “Shifting attention to accuracy can 
reduce misinformation online,” is being 
published by Nature, which highlights 
the pro-active approach of mass media 
consumers who must consult multiple 
websites, news agencies and perspec-
tives to filter out the noise or dubious 

information. Thus, the question “who is 
communicated to” is hitherto neglected, 
yet it is indispensable to encourage a 
cadre of critical audience members who 
will demand quality information and will 
have the competence to dissect and ques-
tion what is being presented to them.

There is a collective understand-
ing that regulation of mass media and 
digital realms can help overcome the 
turmoil. For this purpose, governments 
must pay special attention to licensing 
mechanisms and even licensing of You-
Tube channels. But, then again, regula-
tion is a double-edged sword and it can 
pave the path for authoritarian regimes 
to curb space for investigative journalism 

and undermine the freedom of speech. 
Another very balanced remedy is 

the establishment of media as 
the fourth pillar of the state 

because it will promote pro-
fessional investigative jour-

nalism, which in turn is an 
antidote to disinforma-
tion.

To chart our fu-
ture course of media 
regulations, it is im-
perative to analyze 
the following Sen-
ate Foreign Opera-
tions bill 1998 which 
states: “The Com-
mittee believes the 
sustainability of non-
state-controlled me-

dia is critically import-
ant...Capacity building 

through training in com-
mercial management and 

basic journalism, as well as 
the development of an inde-

pendent media infrastructure, 
are all necessary elements to 

further enhancing economic and 
political reform”. 

Unfortunately, Pakistan has not 
made any coordinated and serious ef-
forts to indiscriminately regulate the 
new media landscape. For efficient dem-
ocratic dispensation, it is imperative to 
utilize digital spheres for civic discourse 
and deliberation. There are numerous 
examples where selective censoring and 
targeting certain apps or media outlets 
had backfired. 

Media scholar Monroe Price, ad-
dressing the issue of broadcasting reg-
ulations propounded that “A system 
of domestic media law that prohibits 
competition internally and constrains 
the capacity of program distributors to 
meet the interests of consumers, will be 
a fragile one. It is not only constitutional 
reasons but pragmatic ones, in this view, 
that justify a far more open system of 
competition and freedom for broadcast-
ers.”   
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PM Khan held a Virtual Summit with 
President of Uzbekistan 

The first Virtual Summit between PM 
Imran Khan and Uzbekistan President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev was held on April 14. During the 
wide-ranging talks, two leaders reviewed the 
entire spectrum of bilateral relations, region-
al and international issues. They also agreed 
to encourage more people-to-people contacts 
including through spiritual (ziyarat) tour-
ism. Prime Minister Imran Khan underlined 
the importance of enhancing political and 
diplomatic linkages, fast tracking trade and 
economic cooperation, ensuring early final-
ization of the Preferential Trade Agreement 
(PTA) and Transit Trade Agreement (TTA), 
increasing security and defence cooperation, 
and taking steps to deepen mutual collabo-
ration in the fields of education, culture and 
tourism. He highlighted the enormous po-
tential that exists in diverse fields to build an 
expanded mutually-beneficial partnership. 
The level of progress on the Trans-Afghan 
Railway Line Project, agreed between Paki-
stan, Uzbekistan and Afghanistan earlier this 
year, was reviewed. The project would be a 
first step in linking the Central Asian trans-
port network with Pakistani seaports of Gwa-
dar, Karachi and Qasim. Both sides reiterated 
their determination to maintain momentum 
of high-level exchanges and further enhance 
the upward trajectory of the relationship. 
US invites Pakistan to climate summit

Biden’s 
aide on cli-
mate said 
in the let-
ter dated 
April 17 
that the 
s u m m i t 
will bring 
t o g e t h e r 
the world’s 

major economy. The United States has invited 
Pakistan to ‘Virtual Leaders’ Summit on Cli-
mate’, which has been convened by President 
Joe Biden on April 22-23. However, the invi-
tation has been extended to Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister (SAPM) on Climate Change 
Malik Amin Aslam by US climate envoy John 
Kerry. “On behalf of the President of the Unit-
ed States, it is my pleasure to invite you to be 
a distinguished speaker at the virtual Summit 
on Climate. We would like to ask you to join 
other Ministers and leaders on April 22 in a 
discussion focused on climate adaptation and 
resilience,” Kerry stated in a letter addressed 
to Aslam.

Prime Minister Imran Khan had said that 
he was puzzled at the cacophony over Paki-
stan not being invited by the US to the climate 
summit. “My govt’s environment policies are 
driven solely by our commitment to our fu-
ture generations of a clean & green Pakistan 
to mitigate the impact of climate change.”

“One of President Biden’s very first actions 
was to return the United States to the Paris 
Agreement, the framework embraced global-
ly to guide our collective climate efforts. We 
are fully committed to working with all coun-
tries to strengthen climate ambition heading 
into the UN Climate Change Conference this 
November in Glasgow,” the letter read

“It is our hope you can contribute Pa-
kistan’s valuable perspective to a session fo-
cused on climate adaptation and resilience, 
to be hosted by Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack.”

SCO emerges best platform for bridg-
ing national strategies, cross-border 
projects, and multilateral integration 
initiatives

Shang-
hai Coopera-
tion Organi-
zation (SCO) 
has firmly 
established 
itself as an 
i n f l u e n t i a l 
and respon-
sible participant in the modern system of in-
ternational relations, said Secretary-general 
of the SCO, Vladimir Norov. In recent years, 
through the joint efforts of all parties, SCO has 
successfully created a solid legal framework 
and effective mechanisms for multilateral 
cooperation in the fight against international 
terrorism, separatism and extremism, drug 
trafficking, organized crime, and ensuring in-
formation security, as well as strengthening 
trade, economic, cultural and humanitarian 
cooperation, he said in an article contribut-
ed to China. Mutual understanding, equality 
and coordination are the key elements defin-
ing the SCO. The SCO members consistently 
adhere to the principle of openness in coop-
eration with all interested countries and in-
ternational organizations and adhere to the 
goals and principles of the United Nations. 
The interaction between the UN and the SCO 
has already become a successful example of 
effective cooperation between a global and 
regional organization. At the same time, this 
process is unfolding against the backdrop of 
escalating global political and economic ten-
sions, with some countries adopting growing 
unilateral protectionist measures, and other 
challenges to the globalization of interna-
tional trade. The COVID-19 pandemic, as we 
can see firsthand, has only exacerbated these 
tensions. In the two decades of its existence, 
the SCO has firmly established itself as an 
influential and responsible participant in to-
day’s system of international relations and 
has become Asia’s main continental forum for 
security and sustainable development. The 
latter became particularly noticeable after 
2017, when India and Pakistan joined the or-
ganization. With the entry of these two coun-
tries, the SCO has acquired a transcontinental 
character, and in terms of total potential, the 
organization now encompasses the total pop-
ulation of almost 44 percent of the world’s 
population, territory, natural resources, and 
almost one-fourth of the world’s GDP. It has 
become the largest international trans-re-
gional organization in the world.
China, Pakistan reaffirms commit-
ment to expeditiously complete CPEC 
projects

China will do its utmost to help Pakistan 
deal with the surge of COVID-19, including 
expeditious provision of vaccines. This was 
stated by Chinese Ambassador Nong Rong, 
while talking to Prime Minister Imran Khan in 
Islamabad. Imran Khan said Pakistan is cur-
rently facing third wave of COVID-19 and the 
government is taking necessary measures to 
combat it and has devised an elaborate plan 
of vaccination across the country.

He underscored the transformational 
significance of China Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor and reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment 
to expeditiously complete CPEC projects. The 
Prime Minister congratulated Chinese lead-
ership on successfully achieving the momen-

tous goal of eradicating extreme poverty from 
China. He underlined that Pakistan is keen to 
learn from China’s experience of poverty alle-
viation as well as development, and said that 
the people of Pakistan look forward to wel-
coming President Xi Jinping to Pakistan soon.

Ambassador Nong Rong conveyed cor-
dial greetings of President Xi Jinping and Pre-
mier Li Keqiang and reaffirmed the resolve to 
further strengthen Pakistan-China ties.
Pakistan, Turkey reaffirms commit-
ment to expand strategic, economic 
partnership

Pakistan and Turkey have agreed to con-
tinue the momentum of high-level exchanges 
to transform bilateral relations into strategic 
and economic partnership. The consensus to 
this effect was reached during a telephonic 
conversation between Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan. In the regional context, the Prime Min-
ister stressed the importance of a negotiated 
political settlement of the conflict in Afghan-
istan ahead of recently announced planned 
U.S. withdrawal. Appreciating Turkey’s role, 
Imran Khan said 
that Pakistan 
would contin-
ue to extend all 
possible sup-
port to the ef-
forts for a polit-
ical solution for 
durable peace and stability in Afghanistan.
CJCSC, UAE Chief of Staff discuss bilat-
eral cooperation including security, 
counter-terrorism

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee General Nadeem Raza, who is on a two-
day official visit to UAE, called on Chief of 
Staff of UAE Armed Forces Lieutenant General 
Hammad Mohammed Thani Al Rumaithy. Ac-
cording to ISPR, he also held separate meet-
ings with all Chiefs of tri-services. During the 
meetings, both sides deliberated upon var-
ious areas of interest, bilateral cooperation 
including security, counter-terrorism and 
prevailing regional environment particularly 
with reference to Kashmir and Afghanistan. 
The Chairman JCSC also visited International 

Defence Exhibition and Conference and Naval 
Defence and Maritime Security Exhibition in 
Abu Dhabi and witnessed the stalls estab-
lished by different organisations from Paki-
stan as well as participating Pak Naval Ships. 
Chairman JCSC also called on General Enzo 
Vecciarelli, Italy’s Chief of Defence (CHOD). 
During the meetings, Chairman JCSC said 
that Pakistan defence manufacturing sector 
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is capable of meeting the bulk requirements 
of foreign customers in the select areas of me-
dium to high end technologies.
PM Proposed a five-point agenda to 
end poverty, hunger from the world

While virtually addressing the inaugu-
ral session of the Governing Council of Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), PM Imran Khan described agriculture 
as “central to human survival” proposed a 
five-point agenda to end poverty and hunger 
from the world. He called for investing in sus-
tainable agriculture development, ensuring 
adequate and fair prices of food products, 
applying new technologies and rethinking 
patterns of food consumption and produc-
tion. He added that the adverse effects of the 
COVID-19 is pushing another 100 million 
people into extreme poverty. While sharing 
his 5-point plan, he said that first step is to 
invest in sustainable agriculture infrastruc-
ture – for facilitating transport, production 
and distribution of agricultural inputs and 
food products. Secondly, the governments 
needed to more actively ensure adequate and 
fair prices for agricultural and food products. 
Thirdly, harnessing modern technologies and 
techniques for enhance food production; en-
sure efficient usage of water and land; and 
above all improve seed quality. Similarly, 
Ensuring internet and broadband access to 
the rural areas would be vital for their in-
tegration into national and global supply 
chains. Lastly, he said, we must re-think our 
patterns of food consumption and produc-
tion. We can stop the pollution of our lakes, 
rivers and oceans. We can produce more with 
less water, and without dangerous chemicals. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan said Pakistan was 
among the 10 most vulnerable countries to 
climate change and rising temperatures and 
stressed the need for urgent steps to mitigate 
the challenge. Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday terming forestation a ‘lifesaver 
for future of Pakistan’ said the government 
was firm to make the country green consider-
ing its vulnerability to climate change. Imran 
Khan said the inclusion of chapters related to 
a plantation in the academic syllabus was also 
under consideration to sensitize the next gen-
eration right from their early ages.
FM commends KSA efforts to resolve 
GCC differences, regional protracted 
conflicts

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi Sunday appreciated the steps by Sau-
di leadership in resolving differences among 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, 
and recent initiative for resolution of issues in 
Yemen through dialogue and diplomacy. The 
foreign minister, in a telephonic conversation 
with the Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan Al-Saud, underscored Pakistan’s 
continued support for Saudi efforts aimed 
at promoting peace, security and prosperity 
in the region. He also reiterated Pakistan’s 
support for the Kingdom’s territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty. The Saudi foreign min-
ister acknowledged Pakistan’s continued and 
steadfast support to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, a Foreign Office press release said. 
Conveying his profound regards for the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdul-Aziz, and Crown Prince Moham-
mad bin Salman, Foreign Minister Qureshi 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s abiding fraternal ties 
with Saudi Arabia. He also praised the “Saudi 
Green Initiative” and the “Green Middle East 
Initiative” announced by Crown Prince Mo-

hammad bin Salman terming it a major ini-
tiative for reducing global carbon emissions. 
The Saudi foreign minister lauded Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s groundbreaking measures 
already taken in Pakistan, in the same arena.
FM Dushanbe to attend Heart of 
Asia-Istanbul Process Ministerial Con-
ference

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi visited Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe 
to attend the 9th Heart of Asia-Istanbul Pro-
cess (HoA-IP) Ministerial Conference held 
on March 30. The Foreign Minister, in a vid-
eo statement prior to his departure, said he 
would represent Pakistan at the conference 
to be participated by 15 countries of the re-
gion, 16 supporting States, and 12 regional 
and international organizations. Qureshi said 
he would highlight Pakistan’s role in Afghan 
peace and the future strategy to contribute 
to the sustainable stability of the country. He 
expressed hope that Pakistan’s role towards 
peace in Afghanistan would be acknowledged. 
The Foreign Minister held meetings with his 
counterparts including Turkey, Iran, Tajiki-
stan, Azerbaijan, and Kazakhstan. In 2015, 
Pakistan co-chaired the Heart of Asia-Istanbul 
Process, along with Afghanistan, and hosted 
its 5th Ministerial Conference in Islamabad. 
Pakistan highly values its close fraternal ties 
with countries in Central Asia. Pakistan’s re-
lations with Tajikistan are firmly rooted in 
common faith, shared history, and geographic 
proximity.
New Nuclear Deal with Iran is at Draft 
Stage’: Report

The sec-
ond round of 
talks to resolve 
the standoff be-
gan last Thurs-
day in the base-
ment of a luxury 
hotel in Vienna. 
The US is not present as Iran has declined 
face-to-face negotiations, but EU officials are 
carrying out shuttle diplomacy with a US dele-
gation in another hotel across the road. Nego-
tiators trying to revive the collapsed nuclear 
deal with Iran are close to a draft agreement, 
leading envoys said on Monday. Talks are con-
tinuing in Vienna aimed at rescuing the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the 
deal with world powers to curb Tehran’s nu-
clear program in return for the lifting of sanc-
tions. The EU’s top diplomat, Josep Borrell, 
said his political director Enrique Mora, who 
is chairing the talks, had gone back to Vienna 
after returning to Brussels on Friday. “I think 
there is real goodwill , to reach an agreement, 
and that’s good news,” Borrell said.

“I think the parties are really interested 
in reaching an agreement, and they have been 
moving from general to more focused issues, 
which are clearly, on one side sanction lifting, 
and on the other side nuclear implementation 
issues.”

The JCPOA has been on life support 
since 2018, when the US withdrew from the 
deal and reimposed sanctions, and Iran began 
enriching fissile uranium beyond the limits 
permitted by the deal. New US President Joe 
Biden has offered to ease sanctions when Iran 
returns to compliance with the agreement, 
but Tehran insists the US must act first. 
Pakistan calls for ‘flexibility’ to break 
deadlock in UN Security Council re-
form consultations

The Security Council is currently com-
posed of five permanent members — Britain, 
China, France, Russia and the United States 
— and 10 non-permanent members elected 
to serve for two years. Pakistan has called for 
flexibility to achieve the required consensus 
among all United Nations’ member states to 
break the impasse in the long-running negoti-
ations to restructure the UN Security Council. 
“The principle and the single most important 
requirement is flexibility on part of all groups 
and all member states, to try to accommodate 
each other’s’ 
p o s i t i o n s , ” 
Ambassador 
Munir Akram 
said, as the 
I n t e r - G o v -
e r n m e n t a l 
Negotiations 
(IGN) aimed 
at making the 
15-member Council more effective, represen-
tative and accountable. “It is only by building 
consensus that we can breathe new life in the 
IGN process,” the Pakistani envoy told dele-
gates, amid continuing campaign by the so-
called Group of four — India, Brazil, Germany 
and Japan — for permanent seats at UN’s high 
table.

Ambassador Akram said that Pakistan, 
which is a member of the Uniting for Con-
sensus (UfC) group, remains firmly opposed 
to additional permanent members in an en-
larged Security Council, but seeks expansion 
in the two-year non-permanent category. 
Expansion in the permanent membership 
would not be a solution to the legitimacy and 
effectiveness of the Security Council,” the Pa-
kistan envoy said. The UfC group, he added, 
was committed to an equitable enlargement 
of the Security Council, in particular to enlarg-
ing the representation of those regions, which 
are underrepresented and have been histori-
cally discriminated against during the course 
of history.
Pakistan, Azerbaijan agree to promote 
bilateral cooperation

Pakistan and Azerbaijan have agreed to 
continue the process of mutual consultations 
to promote bilateral cooperation. The under-
standing came at a meeting between Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Azeri 
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov in Du-
shanbe. Shah Mahmood Qureshi emphasized 
the need for 
undertaking 
joint efforts 
to achieve the 
targets set 
for promo-
tion of trade 
and econom-
ic relations 
between the 
two coun-
tries. The Foreign Minister noted that the 
beginning of direct flights between the two 
countries will supplement efforts to pro-
mote cooperation in diverse fields including 
tourism. The two Foreign Ministers also held 
detailed discussion on the Afghan peace pro-
cess, situation in Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir and the regional situa-
tion in the wake of border areas recovered by 
Azerbaijan.
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eople often surprise to 
learn that apart from be-
ing an advanced industri-
alized nation, the country 
has a diversified and fasci-

nating history. It is indeed part of an 
ancient civilization. Japan has always 
been a rich nation when it comes to 
skills whether it is trade or other ad-
vancements. These skills finally set it 
on the path to riches, from fine por-
celains and ceramics to textiles such 
as silk and eventually an industrial-
ized country. Boasting an unending 
list of top attractions and points of 
interest to discover, a vacation in 
Japan is surely a great investment 
of time and money. The 2017 Trav-
el and Tourism Competitiveness 
Report ranked Japan 4th out of 141 
countries overall, which was the 
highest in Asia. Japan has 21 World 
Heritage Sites and the country at-
tracted 31.19 million international 
tourists in 2018. 

Let us discover a few of the 

best places to visit in the country be-
ing one of the tourist attractions. 

1. Mount Fuji
Without any doubt, Japan’s 

most familiar landmark, magnificent 
Mount Fuji is also the country’s high-
est mountain peak. It is a lofty peak 
with a height of 3,776 
meters. It is a largely flat 
landscape to the south 
and east. This splendid 

and epic mountain is 
tall enough to be seen 
from Tokyo, more 
than 100 kilometres 
away. For centuries, 
Mount Fuji has been 

celebrated in art and literature and 
eventually, it became an important 
icon that in 2013, UNESCO docu-
mented its world cultural signifi-
cance. Of course, for many, merely 
watching the mountain from the 
distance, or from the comfort of a 
speeding train, is enough to feel it.

2. Imperial Tokyo
Tokyo’s most eminent land-

mark, the Imperial Palace with its 
attractive 17th-century parks sur-
rounded by walls and moats, is a 
place must visit. Along with many 
magnificent views of the palace from 
several points in the surrounding 
parkland, visitors are allowed into 
the East Higashi-Gyoen Garden and 
areas, which are opened to the pub-
lic. One of the most idealistic views is 
of the well-known Nijubashi Bridge, 
or “double bridge,” so named for its 
watery replication.

Must-See     
Japan

Delicious Food - Beautiful Landscapes - 
Energetic Cities - Captivating Past - Plenty to See
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3. Historic Kyoto
Kyoto is one of the most visited 

cities in Japan. It is one of the few cit-
ies in the country to be safe from the 
destruction of World War II. It attracts 
more than 10 million visitors yearly. 
Most visitors reach there to explore 
Kyoto’s old streets and architecture. 
Surprisingly most of the places within 
the city are unchanged since the Im-
perial family took up residence here 
more than 1,000 years ago. The city 
has several museums and art galler-
ies, each full of significant sculptures, 
paintings, and other art forms.

4. The Island Shrine of It-
sukushima

By taking a short ferry ride from 
mainland Hiroshima, there comes 
the island of Miyajima, a well-known 
Shrine Island of Japan. It covers an 
area of 30 square kilometres in Hiro-

shima Bay, Mi-
yajima has the 
most signifi-
cant Itsukushi-
ma Shrine 
which is a Shin-
to temple. The 
majority of the 
shrine’s build-
ings rise out of 
the waters of a 
small bay main-
tained only by 

piles. The effect at high tide is simply 
spectacular. It further makes these 
structures seem as if they are floating 
on water.

5. The Atsuta Shrine, Nagoya
The Atsuta Shrine is located in 

the heart of the city of Nagoya. It is 
indeed the utmost important Shinto 
shrine in Japan and attracts more than 
five million visitors each year. It was 
established in the first century. It is 
famous for its conserved Imperial in-
signia, the “grass-mowing sword” (Ku-
sanagi-no-tsurugi), one of only three in 
the country.

There are also many other shrines 
like Hongu which is surrounded by an 
enclosed wall. It is again a must to visit 
a place in Japan. 
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Cuisine

Japanese Cuisine - Oishii
Japanese cuisine is familiar for its delightful elusive flavors. 
Traditional Japanese dishes always look like a work of art. 
Apart from that, they are extremely healthy as well. Japanese 
cuisine is loved across the globe. Let us have a look of some of 
the Japanese dishes.

Udon:
Udon is one of the three main noodle varieties eaten in 
Japan. udon noodles are dense, chewy, and customarily 
made from wheat flour and brine water. Udon can be 
served in different ways but are most commonly used 
in noodle soups, where they are served in a savoury 
soup broth with different garnishes. Some of the most 
common udon noodle soup dishes comprise of kitsune 
udon , tempura udon and chikara udon.

Donburi:
This rice bowl dish is nearly as famous as ramen in Japan. 
Donburi is a common lunchtime choice for many Japanese 
workers. The dish is made with meat, fish and vegetables 
and being served over the steamed rice in large bowls. The 
variety of ingredients used in the dish include oyakodon , 
gyudon , tendon and katsudon or tonkatsu. 

Sushi:
Sushi is indeed one of the first foods that click in the mind 
while thinking about the Japanese cuisine. After the Meiji 
Restoration in 1868, sushi was one of the first Japanese 
dishes to be exported to the US and since then its admiration 
has gradually increased year after year. The word ‘sushi’ 
refers to any dish made with Japanese rice that has been 
seasoned with rice vinegar. Common varieties of sushi 
include makizushi , nigiri sushi and inarizushi . 
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Tofu:
However, for many western countries, tofu is a 
health food or vegetarian alternative. On the oth-
er hand, in Southeast Asian countries like Japan, 
tofu is a dish eaten by everybody and is a common 
part of the traditional diet. It is soy milk that has 
been coagulated, with the resulting curds being 
pressed into blocks. These blocks are available in 
differing levels of firmness. 

Tempura:
For all those who likes crispy fried foods, tempura is 
the best choice for them. Tempura made of pieces or 
slices of meat, fish along with or without vegetables. 
If using vegetables then they have been covered in a 
special tempura batter. Dissimilar in the UK, where bat-
tered foods tend to be made from meats and fish, tem-
pura is made from either small shellfish like prawns, 
or vegetables like green beans, pumpkin, radish, and 
sweet potato.

Oden:
No winter in Japan would be complete without oden. 
The dish is made with different vegetables and meat. It 
is indeed full of protein diet in cold season. Processed 
fish cakes, mochi rice cakes, boiled eggs, daikon radish, 
konjac yam and tofu are used in the dish. It is indeed a 
hearty main meal and very effective in cold weather.  

Ramen
Ramen is a noodle soup dish containing wheat noodles, 
a savoury broth and toppings of meat, protein, and veg-
etables. Ramen is one of present-day Japan’s absolute 
favourite delicacies, costing very little and being exten-
sively accessible in restaurants. Indeed, Japanese ramen 
is so famous that there is a ramen-themed museum park 
in Tokyo.
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ational Institute of Health is 
one of the most prestigious 
institutions of the country in-
volved in multi-disciplinary 

public health-related activities like diag-
nostic services, research, and production 
of various vaccines for over 40 years. The 
idea of establishing a National Health 
Center (NHC) was conceived in the early 
1960s, which started functioning in 1965 
in Islamabad. Directorate of Nutrition 

Survey and some other health-related 
research organizations were shifted to 
NHC. Later on, all these independently 
working departments were integrated 
and designated as National Health Labo-
ratories (NHL – Islamabad).

This organization was given the sta-
tus of an autonomous organization like 
the National Institute of Health (NIH) un-
der the Ministry of Health (MoH) through 
a presidential ordinance XLIII of 1980, to 
facilitate international and regional col-
laboration, seek technical assistance and 
participate in global disease control pro-
grams more effectively.

Since its emergence as an autono-
mous organization, it has made numer-
ous developments in the field of labora-
tory diagnosis, biological manufacturing, 
food and drug quality control, research 
& development, and training facilities. 
The institute is actively involved in the 
laboratory and field investigation of in-
fectious diseases including etiology and 
epidemiology. Emphasis has also been 
laid on human resource development 
and capacity building for the benefit of 
the institute in particular and the benefit 
of the public in general.

The institute is a WHO collaborat-

ing centre for viral 
diagnostics and 
regional reference 
laboratory for po-
lio, in addition to 
being a national 
reference centre for 
diagnosis of Influ-
enza. It also works as the National Ap-
pellate Laboratory for quality control of 
drugs and is the public analyst laboratory 
for the quality control of food for the fed-
eral territory, Islamabad. NIH also con-
ducts numerous international, regional, 
and national seminars, symposia, and 
other related activities.

Additionally, NIH has recently been 
designated as the National Public Health 
Institute with a broader mandate of dis-
ease surveillance. The establishment of 
state-of-the-art ‘Emergency Operations 
Centre’ and ‘Information Technology 
Hub’ has now put us on par with the 
leading health organization. The institute 
stands as a focal point for IHR 2005 and 
also provides support for the implemen-
tation of GHSA 
in Pakistan. It is 
indeed a national 
asset. 

The Honor-
able President of 
the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, 
Mr Arif Alvi has 
also visited the 
National Institute 
of Health (NIH) 
last year, where 
he was briefed on 
the major initia-
tives taken by NIH 
for COVID-19 re-
sponse. The Pres-
ident lauded the efforts of NIH during 
the COVID-19 epidemic. Furthermore, 
Minister for Planning, Development, and 
Special Initiatives, Asad Umar visited the 
National Institute of Health and appre-
ciated the significant role of NIH in the 
COVID-19 epidemic. 

Moreover, the NIH has earned mas-
sive respect under the dynamic leader-

ship of Major General Aamir Ikram who 
is Executive Director as the institution 
has taken various initiatives in response 
to the global pandemic, COVID-19. For 
instance, the National Institute of Health 
(NIH) is working on a plan to develop a 
single-dose coronavirus vaccine for Paki-
stan. “Our team is ready to undertake this 
task, while a Chinese team is already here 
to oversee the exercise,” NIH Executive 
Director Major General Aamer Ikram told 
the National Assembly standing commit-
tee on national health services.

Moreover, he has said that the NIH 
had carried out a clinical trial of the Chi-
nese COVID-19 vaccine CanSinoBio, plac-
ing the country among the first few to 
do so. China had been formally asked to 
transfer the vaccine technology and raw 

material for the vaccine will reach the 
country shortly, the NIH official said. The 
process of manufacturing the COVID-19 
vaccine will begin following the immi-
nent restoration of the relevant NIH 
plant, which was closed a few years ago. 
The leadership and the NIH team deserve 
special appreciation for doing extraordi-
nary work during these hard times.  

National Institute of Health (NIH) 
Outreach COVID-19

Vaccination Campaign



     May 2021    Melange  | 61 

ootball is indeed a beautiful 
game and certainly a global 
sport for decades. People love 
to watch and play football even 
in Pakistan where Cricket is 

the most popular sports. From the bro-
ken down alleys of the African and South 
American slums to the modernized and 
massive arenas of Western Europe, Foot-
ball is a multi-billion-dollar industry 
across the world. In Pakistan, the inter-
est in this particular game is also very 
evident. Pakistan has an interesting, al-
though underachieving, football history. 
It is strange how despite football’s wide-
spread demand among the masses with-
in the country, it has failed to reach the 
same elevations as hockey and cricket. It 
is not peculiar to ask a common Pakistani 
about the national football team and in 
return, gets a blank stare. 

In South Asia, football was intro-
duced in the mid-19th Century. The pur-
pose to introduce this game in the region 
was morale raising for British troops 
during the British Raj. With the passage 

of time, it has captured the attention of 
many in the sub-continent. Soon after 
independence in 1947, Pakistan inher-
ited the football infrastructure. At that 
time, there was an evident need to cre-
ate a countrywide football association. 
To meet this need Calcutta-based Indian 
Football Association and the All-India 
Football Federation (AIFF) was estab-
lished. The Pakistan Football Federation 
hence came into existence on December 
5, 1947, and turned out to be a full mem-
ber of FIFA in early 1948. Quaid-i-Azam, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah was its Patron-in-
Chief. This shows the importance of this 
game as well as the interest of the Gov-
ernment to promote it. In 1960, failure 
to qualify for the AFC Asian Cup was the 
first of many vicissitudes. The pessimism 
was to some extent lifted in the early half 
of the 1980s. After the inception of the 
Pakistan premier league, things seemed 
to be moving in the right direction but 
it was for a very short time period. Pol-
itics and personal clashes altogether 
destroyed the infrastructure, which was 

already very fragile. There is immense 
potential in the youth of Pakistan. Kara-
chi always takes a lead in football-relat-
ed activities. Lyari is indeed the hub of 
producing eminent football players for 
Pakistan. Footballers are highly paid ath-
letes but on the contrary, in Pakistan, the 
amount that players get is not enough to 
continue with their livelihood. 

Several female footballers, includ-
ing national team captain Hajra Khan, 
have joined hands to raise a collective 
voice against the ongoing crisis in Paki-
stan football that has led to the country’s 
suspension from FIFA. The players is-
sued a joint video statement on Monday 
to condemn the hostile takeover of PFF 
house by a “political group” and demand-
ed that those responsible for governing 
the game should respect players’ rights.

Lack of motivation is another factor 
why football in Pakistan is continuously 
failing to achieve its position when we 
compare it with the interest level of the 
youth. Pakistan needs to improve the 
quality of the domestic league while in-

corporating more sponsorship. There 
is a need to improve football infra-
structure in the country. The foremost 
thing is to improve playing conditions 
to meet the criteria of internation-
al standards otherwise our players 
would never be able to compete inter-
nationally. Pakistan football federation 
should come up with the idea of build-
ing academies for comprehensive and 
professional training. The welfare of 
the players is an important phenom-
enon. Training facilities and proper 
nutrition for players are also import-
ant. Finally yet importantly, there is a 
need to avoid politics. Such things can 
swallow the roots and infrastructure 
of football in Pakistan.

The Future of 
Football 

in 
Pakistan
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He is a prolific writer and regularly 
writes for different research journals 
and magazines. He continually shares 
his intellectual insight on various 
national and international forums.

Reviewed by
Assistant Professor 
in the Department 
of International 
Relations, NUML

he international debates on the 
politics of the nuclear non-pro-
liferation regime and its global 
efficacy always revolve around 
the India-Pakistan conflict be-

cause a regional level strategic competi-
tion between New Delhi and Islamabad 
has started an unending atomic race in 
the South Asian region. The mainstream 
architectures of national security strate-
gies from India and Pakistan preferred to 
acquire the nuclear weapon capabilities 
against each other, which attracted the 
intellectual communities of different re-
gions towards South Asia. As a result, an 
overwhelming wave of literature critically 
evaluating South Asia’s regional nuclear 
politics appeared from various circles of 
international academic circles. A recent 
study of Adil Sultan tries to stand prom-
inently in the evolving academic discus-
sions on the South Asian arms race where 
India is the main driver of intensifying the 
subcontinent’s regional nuclear politics. 
Based on his PhD dissertation, Dr Sultan 
attempts to provide an academic survey 
of the South Asian regional framework for 
nuclear politics and its association to the 
international non-proliferation regime. 
The book’s arguments examine the sta-
tus of three nuclear states that are stay-
ing outside the Nonproliferation Treaty 
(NPT). While having extensive experience 
of working in the various formal and in-
formal organizational infrastructure of 
Pakistan, Dr Sultan tries to maintain a ma-
ture account of academic arguments con-
sisting of his own ideas as an independent 
researcher.

The book divides into eight brief 
chapters, and each chapter carries a spe-
cific theme explaining a particular aspect 
of mainstream politics between the sig-
natories and non-signatories of NPT. Af-
ter formally introducing the book’s main 
idea in the first chapter, the subsequent 
chapters discuss various attributes of 

global non-proliferation efforts and their 
connections to South Asian nuclear rivals. 
The South Asian proliferation puzzle’s ini-
tial knowledge provides the theoretical 
explanation of the India-Pakistan nuclear 
race in the second chapter. The third and 
fourth chapters continued the debate in 
the book and focused on the evolution 
of the international non-proliferation re-
gime and its South Asian directions under 
great power politics. Indirectly, Dr Sultan 
attempts to describe the growth of South 
Asian regional nuclear competition be-
tween New Delhi and Islamabad under 
the international great power politics. The 
fifth chapter emphasizes the extension of 
interconnectedness between South Asian 
politics at the regional level and its con-
nection to the great power politics at the 
international level while rationally exam-
ining the role of international technology 
control regimes, Nuclear Supplier Group 
(NSG), Missile Technology Control Regime 
(MTCR), Australia Group, and the Wasse-
naar Arrangement (WA). The performance 
of four export control regimes has been 
compromised due to varying patterns of 
commercial and political interests of the 
great powers. The sixth and seventh chap-
ters of Sultan’s study focus on various is-
sues of nuclear governance in the South 
Asian nuclear order and the role of nucle-
ar Confidence Building Measures (CBMs) 
between Pakistan and India. In the end, 
the book tries to provides some practical 
solutions to the problem of strengthen-
ing the scope of global non-proliferation 
efforts. An adequate extension of the in-
ternational non-proliferation regime to-
wards nuclearized subcontinent could 
involve both India and Pakistan in the 
mainstream framework of NPT. By pro-
posing various solutions to the South 
Asian nuclear dilemma, Dr Sultan con-
siders China’s inclusion in the proposed 
South Asian non-proliferation framework 
as an impractical measure (p. 125).

The book’s main structure presents 
different formats of interesting details 
about nuclear South Asia in the presence 
of persistently swelling Indian nuclear ca-
pabilities. The positions of India and Paki-
stan in the recent debates on the Treaty on 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNWs) 
provides an updated account of South 
Asian regional nuclear politics (p. 56-57). 
Moreover, a brief description of nuclear 
governances in the pair of South Asian 
nuclear states (p.90-91) and Pakistan’s 

C e n t r e 
of Excel-
lence on 
N u c l e a r 
Security 
(PCENS) as an appropriate platform for 
conducting nuclear security training (p. 
134) are treated in the book as essential 
features of nuclearized subcontinent. Par-
allel to explaining the regional features 
of nuclearized subcontinent, Dr Sultan’s 
research summarises the role of external 
players in the India-Pakistan strategic 
competition, which is not purely dyadic in 
nature but it is a part of a strategic chain. 
This strategic chain has resulted in three 
formats of strategic competition between 
Islamabad and New Delhi, New Delhi 
and Beijing, and Beijing and Washington 
(p. 115). The critical aspect of the South 
Asian nuclear race is linked to Washing-
ton’s India-inclined South Asian policy, 
which heavily supports Indian inclusion 
in the NSG without impartially evaluating 
New Delhi’s role in its home region (p. 66).

The book generally talks about the 
failure of the international non-prolif-
eration regime in addressing the South 
Asian nuclear race’s main issues in the 
presence of decades-long India-Pakistan 
competition. The international commu-
nity’s inability to realistically understand 
the South Asian regional security envi-
ronment under the nuclear shadows and 
India-US strategic bilateralism’s ongoing 
designs are the main potential challenges 
to the South Asian directions of the global 
non-proliferation campaign, according to 
the book. It is an appropriate study for the 
people having interests in international 
politics of arms control and disarmament 
and its undeniable relevance to the nu-
clearized subcontinent. Furthermore, it 
is a unique academic way of studying an 
irreversible nuclear contest between In-
dia and Islamabad while surveying the ap-
proaches of both nuclear powers towards 
major arms control and disarmament ini-
tiatives. Sultan’s study is an appreciable 
contribution to the existing mainstream 
literature conversing the strategic attri-
butes of the South Asian regional security 
environment. Analogous to various circles 
of the international academic community 
examining the South Asian nuclear order, 
the book is equally important for the stu-
dents interested in the strategic dimen-
sion of great power politics and South 
Asian associations. 

Universalizing Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Norms: 
A Regional Framework for the South 
Asian Nuclear States Author: Adil Sultan

(London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2019), ISBN: 978-3030013332, pp. XII, 158.






