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Perils of

Emerging Technologies for
Human and National Security
he focus of this issue is the risks posed by the emergent technologies to human and national security, and
how these nascent technologies can further the global
agendas of inclusive development, peace and sustainability.
Along with identifying the perils, recommendations has also
been laid forth and it has been emphasized that coordination
between national and international actors can help both in reconciling their interests and delivering sustainable peace and
justice. As you know, harnessing technology for the collective
good has always been a key focus of Mélange International
Magazine, and in this issue, we have published a perspective
on the prospects of Digital Governance and how it can play a
constructive role in efficient and effective service delivery for
the citizens. In consort with mentioning the benefits and challenges of implementing the e-Governance, we tried to draw a
parallel through presenting the successful e-governance model
of Estonia, where a developing nation has become an ideal of
digitalization of public administration and service delivery for
the world.
The fault lines of the Afghan issue, Pakistan’s critical standing,
and how the enigma of this prolonged war could be solved is
addressed in this edition of Mélange International Magazine.
Moreover, the nascent development of observing March 15 as
an International Day against Islamophobia and Pakistan’s persistent efforts for boosting interfaith harmony and intercultural dialogue also remained the focus of this issue.
This issue Mélange International Magazine engaged national and international scholars, journalists and expert opinion-makers to shed light on a number of subjects including,
the evolution of Hamas, the economic standing of Pakistan and
its export-led economic growth strategy, regional connectivity
projects like CPEC and ITI Train, non-traditional security challenges like food security, and other promising diplomatic activities of last month.
The April Edition of Mélange International Magazine is in your
hands to quench your thirst for reading and pondering upon
the most significant diplomatic developments of the month.
This edition carries many feature articles, including the Pfizer
and mRNA Human Damage, International Women’s Day, Pakistan Air Force as the pride of the nation, and a range of other
mesmerizing readings. The Mélange Team hopes that the current edition will win your hearts and minds like the previous
editions.
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Now with the low costs
of access to space
and with increasing
reliance of militaries
and end-users of
technology, there
are numerous new
state and non-state
actors entering in
this nascent domain
these developments
are facilitating us
in myriad ways but
on the other hand,
the counter-space
capabilities are
threatening these
stakeholders and
exacerbating the
likelihood of conflict
among nation-states in
this domain.
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echnology has been the key driver of change since the inception
of human civilization and there
is a tacit understanding that the
prime mover of innovation and invention
has been militaries and defence needs. At
one end, these technological innovations
helped us overcome the prevalent national and human security concerns, but on
the other side, it have a boomerang effect
on defence and precede new challenges.
Technological innovation is the zeitgeist of the 21st century, as numerous
emerging technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI), 5G connectivity, Quantum
Computing, Outer Space Technology, Biotechnology and Nano-Medicine etc. are
transforming the way we perceive and
deal with security threats. This tech-led
transformation, whether it is in the realm
of military affairs or relates to civil technologies, challenge the traditional notions
of security and poses a security dilemma
for nation-states and militaries, going far
beyond and changing the security environment for human as well.
Moreover, if one analyzes the top
five emerging technologies of 2020, it
becomes evident that the dual use technologies are expanding and blurring the
distinction between technological inno-

vations for military and civilian use. This
changes the traditional normative framework of security and complicates the differences between war and peace, terrorism and humanitarian intervention etc. It
is manifested in history that advancement
in science and technology benefits humans in numerous ways but at the same
time, its coercive use jeopardizes the safety and security of nations and its citizens.
To analyze the threats transpiring from
present-day emergent dual-use technologies, one will have to explore the potential
scope of use of emerging technologies in
military affairs and challenges it poses to
the survival, livelihood and dignity of people.

Artificial Intelligence (AI)

AI has become a buzzword now and
it is due to the nascent developments of
the field, as John McCarthy said that AI
is “to make machine behave similar to an
intelligence human being”. Even though
the development of AI began in mid-50s
but the major breakthrough occurred in
recent times and the technology has become an integral part of all socio-economic domains due to the advancements in
computing, mechatronics, communication
channels and other related fields.

With the passage of time, the utility of AI is ever increasing in the fields
like economics, healthcare, education,
agriculture, transportation, outer space
exploration etc. However, there are risks
associated with the research and development, design and implementation of
AI, which could undermine the benefits
and jeopardize the national and human
security.
Considering the advancements of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its sub-domains like machine learning and neural
networking etc. as the most cherished innovation, we will analyze the challenges
emanating from technological advancements on the intersection of national and
human security.

Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS)

In terms of national defence and
military affairs AI threatens the traditional security landscape through assisting the developments of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS),
increasing the speed and scale of military
actions, either more informed or biased
decision making, its use in payload delivery, cyber operations etc. We have
already witnessed the incorporation of
AI in autonomous vehicles and drones,
which not only act as a force-multiplier
but also act as an effective instrument of
intelligence gathering, surveillance, and
reconnaissance. However, this utility of
AI has been seen in technologically advanced nations like the US, UK, Russia,
China and Israel which imperils the national security of technologically inferior
nations, especially the developing economies that are not in a position to allocate
huge sum of finances for AI research and
development. In addition, the embryonic
phase of the technology and its deployment in military and intelligence affairs
also exacerbates the risk of hacking and
manipulating the technology, which can
result in additional challenges for the
employer of technology

AI and Human Security

Similarly, AI can play a tremendous
role in achieving economic superiority
through its application in new industrial
revolution and labor automation but it
also poses challenges like loss of job and
AI bias leading to socio-economic insecurity. Adding to the national insecurity, in
economic sphere, AI application in industries may lead to “resource curse” and as
Former U.S. Treasury Secretary Larry
Summers predicted, “advances in AI will
lead to a dramatic decline in demand for

labor and a third of men between the
ages of 25 and 54 not working by the end
of this half century.”
Similarly, AI have the potential
to address the human security related
challenges like “disaster relief, conflict
prevention, delivering human rights,
protection and safety etc.” through its
real-time and cost-effective character. As

“AI may alter the
immutable nature of war”
- Frank Hoffman.

we know that AI is in its nascent phase
of development and deployment and the
results on using AI in various domains
of human security is still open to discussion. Such as, AI could help in overcoming economic insecurity and act as an instrument of eradicating poverty and lead
to socio-economic equality across the
board, but at the same time, the job automation poses a challenge of job losses
for the workers across the world. Same
is the case with food security, as the role
of AI in agriculture is of catalyst and it is
helping us to build new agriculture and
nutrition models. Using AI, nations can
achieve food security and provide access
to food to all citizens but at the same
time, it is pushing us far from the organic produce to genetically modified seeds
and food, which in turn have impacts on
health and livelihood of humans. In the
sphere of healthcare, AI has been hailed
as a revolutionary technology due to its
far-fetching utility in the field, such as
advancement in medicine manufacturing
and virtual testing, automated healthcare units for patients, improving experi-

ence of healthcare practitioners etc. but
at the same time, numerous ethical and
legal challenges can arise with AI-driven
healthcare. Ethical challenges include informed consent of patients to use their
data, safety and transparency, algorithmic fairness and biasness, and data privacy.
Along with the promising utilities
of AI in different domains of national and
human security, the nascent technology
is said to be a major leap in the sphere
of physical security though AI-enhanced
Video Analytics systems, using machine
learning for detecting suspicious activities and behaviors, deep-learning driven
security and surveillance cameras, and
AI-driven predictive intelligence gathering. Application of AI could result in mitigating the risks of tragic incidents such
as decreasing traffic accidents, avoiding war crimes and criminal attacks etc.
With the help of AI-based technologies,
the civil society and communities can
be protected and political security situation could be ameliorated. However, at
the same time, researches indicate that
AI can enhance the digital repression
and undermine rule of law in democratic
nations through increased government
surveillance and censorship capabilities.
There are examples where governments
can track and keep a check on citizens
through their smartphones and social
media profiles. At one end, it can undermine the freedom of speech through censoring the content at social media platforms and websites, while on the other
hand, AI can help repressive governments manipulate available information

AI and Environmental Security

As the World Economic Forum (WEF) suggests, “the challenge is moving beyond the human-friendly AI to Earth-Friendly AI to address climate change, deliver food and water security, build sustainable cities,
and protect biodiversity and human wellbeing.”
PWC reports suggests that with AI-guided autonomous vehicles, we
can cut the greenhouse gas emission to substantial levels. AI can assist in improving the energy storage, management and smart consumption. Similarly, AI can further environmental security and help
us mitigate and adapt through advance weather forecasting and predict extreme weather events. AI can also assist in seeking out vulnerabilities and enhance disaster preparation, through providing
optimal response strategy and early warnings. Other areas where
AI can be integral for the environmental security is leading towards
sustainable water consumption, tackling illegal deforestation, fishing
and poaching, improving air quality, mitigating natural disasters etc
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and spread disinformation or direct the
messages at a specific group or people.
‘Deep-Fake’ video making is a common
example in this scenario where one can
manipulate the views of viewers through
making a video of someone who actually did not said or did that thing. These
aforementioned threats to the community and political security shows that with
the use of AI in government systems, the
freedom to enjoy political and civil rights
are at stake and coercive use of technology can lead to political oppression rather
than empowering people politically.
Here we attempted to map the contours of economic, social, political and
ecological risks and opportunities associate with the application of AI in different domains. With this brief analysis, it is
palpable that the increased use of AI will
further alter the security landscape and
may pose existential threats, yet this is a
high time for the adopting a holistic approach to address the security challenges
emanating from AI.

accounted for a significant portion of
world trade and offered societal benefits in the areas of
energy, food production, healthcare,
and other sectors
vital to sustainable development.”
Technological advanced nations, including developing
ones like India and
China, are investing heavily in this
nascent domain, as India’s bio-economy
was values at $4.3billion in 2012 and
China allocated $11.8billion for biotech
innovation in 2015. Most of these investments are in the field of synthetic biology
and genome editing, which poses risks
of unpredictable outcomes, such as out-

BIOTECHNOLOGY

To comprehend the detrimental
impacts of advancement in the field of
biotechnology on national and human
security, there is no better example than
ongoing pandemic. COVID-19 has led to
a renewed understanding of biotechnology by national security strategists and
rekindled the threats of bio warfare.
In order to understand the implication of biotech advancements we have to
look at the definition provided by United
Nations, which defines it as “any technological application that uses biological
systems, living organisms, or derivatives break of new diseases, food and water
thereof, to make or modify products or insecurity, and bio warfare etc.
The first knock-off effect is low enprocesses for specific use.”
try barrier, similar to the AI, where more
and more actors, especially private entiBiotechnology and
ties, are becoming involved in the field.
National Security
The commercial availability of synthetic
In the 21st century, there has been biology products augments the risk of
significant breakthroughs in the field of creating new pathogens, recreating the
biotechnology, such as genome editing, known pathogenic viruses and using
synthetic biology, CRISPR technology etc. them as a biological weapon by non-state
The ongoing research and development actors. Similarly, the persisting geopoin the field implies that there will be litical rivalries between states have also
abundance of biotech products in coming heightened the potential use of biotechtimes, strengthening the bio economy nology as a weapon. Similarly, the puband overcoming several life-threatening lication of techniques and researches of
diseases but at the same time, it pos- the field could be exploited by the maleves serious risks to the national securi- olent actors or terrorists.
ty. The significance of the field, as far as
Secondly, apart from few countries,
bio-economy is concerned, is growing majority are not considering the synthetwith the passage of time and a research ic biology – a sub-domain of biotechnolstudy of Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI) ogy – as an area of concern for national
implies, “the global bio-economy in 2014 security, however, they should consider-
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ing the resounding economic and human
costs of COVID-19. Moreover, there is
lack of planning, funding and monitoring of related programs by all nations,
which should not be the case because the
threats posed by the nascent domain.
Considering the health and safety
risks associated with the biotechnology,
an accident in a
lab working on
contagious viruses or pathogens
poses danger to
not only a nation,
but to the whole
world. As we
have heard the
rumors of spread
of COVID-19 from
a Chinese Lab,
which
actually
was not the case
in reality, but such
scenarios
can
happen given the
risks associated
with the field.

Biotechnology and
Human Security

The ecological risk emanating from
the gene alteration is its unpredictable
results, which may lead to new diseases
of humans, plants, and animals. Although
the biotechnology is used to prevent diseases, such as using CRISPR technology
to alter genes of malaria mosquito but
there are unintended consequences such
as threat to biodiversity, spread of modified species to areas where they are not
invasive.
Considering the societal risks associated with the technology, especially the one related to the rule of law and
human rights, there is a growing concern
about the safety and privacy of data, such
as fingerprint, DNA samples etc. by the
law enforcement agencies. Few cases
have surfaced where such data was sold

through internet. Similarly, biological
attacks against the food and water resources could push a nation, or the whole
world, towards food shortage and huge
economic losses. A research showed that
the gene alteration could lead to creating
of new organisms, which are harmful in
nature.
Although the resources required
to develop such technologies are huge,
but still the technological barrier and
accessibility of biological agents have
lowered over the period. The dual-use
of such technologies, risks of bio-crimes,
bio-warfare or bio-terrorism, unpredictable result of genome editing and
possible disturbance of biodiversity and
overall ecosystem poses serious threats
to human, national and international security.
To overcome the threats emanating
from the biotechnology, at national level, we have to spread public awareness
about related risks and challenges; establish national regulatory agencies and
equip them with the monitoring tools
and authorities; converge the competing
interests of industry, scholars, and needs
of the society. Similarly, at international
level, there is a need to strengthen cooperation and existing governance and
response systems, regularly revisiting
them to update them, develop international set of regulations and standards,
and adopt a harmonized and global approach towards biotech policy.

Space Technology

Although, the developments of
space technology dates back to the cold
war era, but the present-day extensive
and expansive commercial and military
use of space technology renders it as a
critical area for the national security and

military affairs.
Now with the low costs of access to
space and with increasing reliance of militaries and end-users of technology, there
are numerous new state and non-state
actors entering in this nascent domain
increasing the space activity and reliance
of end-users. At one end, these developments are facilitating us in myriad ways
but on the other hand, the counter-space
capabilities are threatening these stakeholders and exacerbating the likelihood
of conflict among nation-states in this
domain.
As we know that like other technologies, space technology is also a dual-use
technology. On one hand, it helps us in
social improvements like communications, remote sensing, weather forecasting, natural resource management etc.
but on the other side, the technology is
used for building the Inter-Continental
Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) and killer satellites or anti-satellites (ASATs). The threat
of counter-space technology has become
more tangible due to the low barrier to
entry in this nascent domain and with
lowered costs of technology. However, it
requires huge funding which is why only
technologically advanced and financially
sound nations or commercial giants are
leading in this domain.

Space Race and Security Dilemma for Nation-States

There has been several security dilemmas emerging from this promising
yet dangerous technology. The first one
is the military use of space or weaponization of space by nation-states, which
poses a threat to the technologically inferior nations. With the proliferation of
such technologies, it is probable that the
geopolitical tensions will rise and na-

tion-states will use it in the time of war
against each other and although there
is a tacit agreement of use-of-space for
peaceful purposes but there is a probability that proliferation of space weapons
will result in a much bigger threat than
nuclear weapons.
Similarly, the counter-space technologies are spurring an arms race and
resulting in increasing space debris. It is
pertinent to mention the event that took
place in 2019 when India conducted an
Anti-Satellite Missile test and successfully hit one of their own satellite. This
resulted in destroying the satellite into
hundreds of pieces and by the end of the
year, there were 18 large trackable pieces
posing threats of collision. The challenge
emanating from this technology is the
resulting hazardous debris that could result in collusion with other artificial and
natural satellites and increasing the pollution in space.

Insecurities
Emanating from
Counter-Space Technology

Thus, the development of counter-space technologies exacerbates the
threats to national as well as human security and it is need of the hour to engage the involved actors in a dialogue
and establish space security frameworks
at international level. Although there
are, certain initiatives going on in the
latter domain, such as UN Disarmament
Commission Working Group II, which is
looking at ways to implement transparency and confidence-building measures
(TCBMs). However, there is a need of
overcoming the technology-related divides between nations and provide opportunities of equitable access to technologically inferior nations. There is a need
to realize the potential of space economy
and undercut the notions of space as a
source of strategic competition, through
this realization we will be able to hold
normative and cooperative discussions
on the peaceful use of space, especially
the sustainable use of earth’s orbit.
These emerging technologies possess great potential to further the inclusive development, facilitate the realization of human rights, and overcome
challenges to the national as well as human security. However, it will need the
national and international actors to work
together and reconcile their interests,
especially the one on the intersection of
emerging technologies and national security.
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Author is the Digital
Editor of the Mélange
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Assistant Editor at The
Asian Telegraph, and
Research Associate at
the Center of Pakistan
and International
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Technology
can improve
or undermine
democracy
depending on how
it is used and who
controls it. Right
now, it is controlled
by too few
- Kevin Gross
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The Cornerstone of Sustainable

Economy and Improved Service Delivery
he exponential rise of technology
and the proliferation of Information Communication Technology (ICT) has left a mark on every
sector of society and governance is not an
exception to it. It is understandable that
technology reduces cost, enhances communication and increases transparency,
but its application by the governments is
still limited in comparison to the private
sector and this is why the World Economic
Forum (WEF) labelled governments as “the
dinosaurs of the digital age: slow, lumbering and outdated.” The analogy is spot-on
if we analyze the adoption of digital technologies by the private sector and opportunities they have availed so far, such as
harnessing the potential of the digital economy for lowering transaction costs, utilizing digital platforms for gathering customer/user experience and effective resource
management, and ability to develop innovative approaches or policies. The utilization of digital technologies by governments
can transition the paper-based system to
paperless systems, which would in turn
save time and money. E-governance can alleviate the operational costs; enhance communication between stakeholders; help to
overcome information asymmetries, and
strengthen public institutions. On top of
that, all these benefits do not necessitate a
nation-state having cutting-edge technology but it simply needs internet facilities
and skills of public servants as well as citizens to make use of the digital platforms
for public services. Developing economies
like Estonia are leading in this digital
transformation of government services
and reaping tremendous benefits from it.
In the realm of governance and public
administration, digital technology can do
wonders and lead us to the path of sustainable development. According to experts,
governments can leverage digital technol-

ogies for increasing their revenue streams,
enhancing service delivery, understanding
their citizen’s demands and finding new
solutions for the prevalent policy challenges. Similarly, there is a parallel debate that
e-governance or digital governance can
be even more rewarding for a democratic
system through enhancing participation of
citizens, transparent and efficient service
delivery, strengthening rule of law, and
keeping citizens aware of the milestones
and achievements through online medium.
The sole purpose of the public services
is the development and growth of a nation
and through digitization of these services, –
there are numerous economic studies – the
quality and quantity have increased while
bearing lower costs for the governments,
especially in the area of social protection.
However, there is a fixed cost associated
with the establishment of such services,
such as investing in the technology and
skill set for building a digital infrastructure.
In the case of a developing country like
Pakistan, the transition to digital or e-governance is most apt because the country already fulfils few prerequisites of this digital
transformation of public services, such as
60% of its citizens can use mobile phones
and the internet penetration currently
stands at approx. 28% which is expected to
increase over time. Moreover, the country
has already embarked on the journey of
digital governance at the beginning of the
21st century and currently transitioning
from an analogue government (where we
had closed operations, internal focus and
analogue procedures) to the E-government,
which provides us with greater transparency, user-centric approaches, and ICT-enabled procedures. Pakistan Citizen Portal, Zainab Rescue Application, Online Job
Portal, Data4Pakistan etc. are few nascent
examples of the country’s commitment to
shift from analogue to digital governance.

Recently, PM Imran Khan
inaugurated the Digital Pakistan
initiative where a digital
transformation roadmap acts as the
bedrock of this evolution and Tariq
Malik, Former NADRA Chairman
and currently associated with
UNDP called on PM and discussed
the roadmap. The transition
process includes the following:
1. Digitization of NADRA
Registration system
and developing a digital
Identification System
2. National Emergency Helpline
linked with National Police
Bureau
3. Digitalization of Police
Investigation
4. Digital Payment System – i.e.
PayPal
5. Digital Infrastructure of Pakistan
6. Pakistan Business and Job
Portal
Understandably, instituting a
digital governance system in
Pakistan can not only introduce
an effortless public service
delivery for the citizens but also
induce transparency and help the
government to overcome nepotism
and corruption.
Public services and economic development have a positive relationship
and using the potential of digital technologies like mobile phones, the coverage of these services could be enhanced
largely, such as reaching the far-flung
remote and rural/peripheral areas of the
country. Firstly, mobile-based financial
services can increase financial activity,
and secondly, it can result in a significant reduction in the cost of collecting,
processing and dissemination of information for government agencies. There
are examples of Nigeria (an underdeveloped country) and India (a developing

economy), where digital technologies
are used for economic development and cost-saving by the
government.
In addition, digital technologies can be used for the
education and training of
public sector employees or
citizens and this too on lower costs and greater outreach
than the traditional medium.
A recent example of this is the
online platforms used by educational facilities. The government of Punjab has already
launched an e-Learn portal,
which is an official repository of digitized textbooks, and each book has
been augmented with video lectures,
illustrations, animations, simulations
and interactive assessments.
The application of digital technologies in governance systems can open
up new avenues for the safety and security of citizens and the nation. For
example National Emergency Helpline
is now linked with the National Police
Bureau and digital investigation system. Punjab Police is leading in the
digitization of services through mobile
applications (Punjab Police Khidmat
App), which includes verification of
the citizens and vehicles through large
data sets of residents of the province. It
provides online services for licensing,
registrations, and reporting of crimes
etc. Other mobile applications provide
services of cellphone tracking, databases
access for police officers located anywhere in the province.
A national-level digital transformation campaign initiated by PM Imran
Khan to harness digital technologies for
public welfare. Ms Tania Aidrus, a former
Google employee heading the Digital Pakistan identified five pillars as prerequisite for the project including internet access and connectivity as the baseline, and
then up-gradation of digital infrastructure, E-governance, digital training and
skill development, and lastly the patronage of government for the
innovation
and
entrepreneurship.
Another major obstacle
is the lack of
funds and low
budgetary
share for the
development
of science and
t e c h n o l o g y.
The global in-

novation index ranking of Pakistan is unsatisfactory while to achieve the dream
of Digital Pakistan, the government will
have to invest heavily in science and
technology and transform itself from a
digital consumer to a digital producer.
To speed up the process of digitalization and realize digital governance,
shifting paper work to digital, empowering youth with digital skills, support a
culture of innovation and entrepreneurship, and enhancing coordination between public entities and stakeholders
is essential. Similarly, there is a need to
reorient the policymaking with digital
needs of the times. Safety and security
mechanism are also essential because
digitization necessitates data protection
and cybersecurity. Lastly, attracting the
global tech-giants tech-transfer and FDI
in Pakistan should be the focus of the incumbent government.

The Digital Governance model of
Estonia is a prime example for
developing nations like Pakistan
to adopt e-governance for the
betterment of its citizens and
national growth. Estonia not only
linked up the essential public
services but also made 99% of
them available online 24/7. This
model of e-governance includes
initiatives like citizen registration
or Digital ID; healthcare includes
a digital medical history and
e-ambulance program; i-Voting
is electronic voting for elections;
citizens paying taxes online; an
E-Residency program which
provides
residency
beyond
borders to the people who are not
physically present in the country
but can conduct business –thus
adding in the national economy.
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While we all
hope for peace
it shouldn’t
be peace at
any cost but
peace based on
principle, on
justice
– Corazon
C. Aquino
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Background

akistan and Afghanistan never
enjoyed friendly relations since
the latter did not accept the
Durand Line as an international border and laid claims over
Pashtun inhabited areas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Baluchistan. Afghanistan has
traditionally remained close to India and
hostile towards Pakistan. Relations dipped
during the rule of President Daud in 1973,
insurgents in Baluchistan were provided
safe havens, and Pakhtunistan movement
was fueled.
When Soviet forces occupied Afghanistan in December 1979, and 4 million
Afghans became refugees in Pakistan, Pakistan under Gen Zia-ul-Haq condemned
the invasion and decided to support the
Afghan resistance forces. The US and Saudi Arabia came in support of Pakistan led
covert war in June 1981 but both provided
funds and weapons only. The Soviet forces
accepted defeat and pulled out by February
1989 but in the ten-year gruesome war, the
country was devastated and two million
Afghan civilians lost their lives. Pakistan
had to face KGB-KHAD-RAW-Al-Zulfiqar
sabotage and subversion.
No sooner, the US achieved all its
objectives, ditched Pakistan, put it under
harsh sanctions, and made India its strategic partner, which was the camp follower
of USSR. The Mujahedeen - once eulogized
as holy warriors - abandoned and civil war
broke out between the warring groups.
The Taliban under Mullah Omar started their Islamic movement from Kandahar
in 1994 and after capturing Kabul in 1996,
they established Islamic Emirate. Taliban
were in control of 93% territory until 07
Oct 2001, and the Northern Alliance comprising Uzbeks, Tajiks and Hazaras controlled only 7% in the north. The Indian
and Iranian military trainers trained the

military wing of NA.
From 1997 onwards, the Taliban regime came in bad books of Washington because of cancellation of oil & gas pipelines
project of UNICOL thus put under sanctions. Al-Qaeda under Osama bin Laden
turned hostile and started hitting American targets in Gulf of Aden and African
countries.
During the 5-year rule of Taliban,
Afghanistan was made free of warlords,
crimes and social vices including rapes
and drug business. People could leave
their houses and shops unlocked since
none dared to commit theft. Justice was
cheap and quick. For the first time since
1947, Pakistan enjoyed very cordial relations with Afghanistan and its western
border became safe and Indian presence
in Afghanistan faded. The closeness promoted the concept of strategic depth. After
the forcible removal of Taliban regime by
the US-NATO forces in November 2001,
Pak-Afghanistan relations have strained
and Indian influence has bounced back in
a big way. It was owing to their social and
judicial achievements that Talibanization
crept into FATA and Malakand Division in
Pakistan and later give birth to TTP and
TNSM.

Pakistan - US Relations
1954-2000

Pakistan-USA relations have all along
been transactional in nature and never
developed into deep-rooted strategic relationship based on mutual trust and friendship. The 74 years history has seen many
vicissitudes. Each time the US ventured
into this part of the world, it found Pakistan to be most suitable and most pliable
to serve its ends. Pak-US relations were at
their best during Eisenhower-Dulles era
after which the US started wooing India
and forced Pakistan to lean on China.

air bombing for long. Hence, they wisely
undertook a tactical withdrawal to regain
strength and start bleeding the occupiers
through prolonged insurrectional war.
The euphoric George W. Bush sounded
the victory bugles too prematurely and
took it for granted that the Taliban were
down and out.

Mistakes Made by Bush Administration

During the Cold War, Pakistan was
reluctantly taken on board by the US in
1953/4 to help in containing communism in South Asia after India, which was
the camp follower of the Soviet Union refused to become part of the US defensive
arc. Pakistan joined the western pacts
due to its extreme security concerns
from India and Afghanistan, both backed
by former Soviet Union.
Although Pakistan earned the title
of ‘most allied ally of the US’ and became
totally dependent upon the US arms and
technology, but the US disappointed Pakistan when its support was needed the
most in the 1965 and 1971 wars with
India. Pakistan was denied the crucially
needed war munitions from the US as
well as diplomatic support during the
two wars, while India continued to receive arms from the USSR and kept the
resolution of Kashmir dispute at bay due
to Soviet vetoes.
The US ignored India’s nuclear explosion in 1974 but promptly imposed
sanctions on Pakistan in 1979 on mere
suspicion that it was working on a nuclear program. However, soon after, when
Pakistan’s services were needed to fight
the occupying Soviet forces in Afghanistan, the US once again welcomed Pakistan in 1981 and doled out monetary and
military assistance.
Throughout the 1990s, Pakistan
was kept under the leash for developing
an Islamic bomb, nuclear proliferation
and cross border terrorism in Indian
Occupied Kashmir (IOK). Holy warriors
were dubbed as terrorists and hounded.
Indo-US relations blossomed into strategic relationship during Bill Clinton rule
and thereon it kept flourishing leaps and
bounds.

in Afghanistan. From the very outset, the
US intoxicated with power ignored the
geography, history, culture, sociology and
ideology of Afghanistan. It did not bother
that it had been a graveyard of empires
where it was easy to enter but near impossible to exit safely. Not only Alexander
the great fell, but the British also failed
and the USSR disintegrated.
Blinded by rage to avenge the 9/11
attacks and immersed in the pool of arrogance and egotism, the US and its western allies jumped into the inferno of Afghanistan with full zeal and enthusiasm,
and vaulted from one plan to another in
pursuit of a hollow strategy, which was
never changed to correct its course.
Gen Musharraf accepted all seven
demands of the US since he did not had
an option to stay neutral. To save Pakistan from destruction, he ditched the
Taliban and provided airbases, seaport,
land routes and intelligence cooperation
to the invaders. The US could not have
so easily toppled the Taliban regime and
occupied Afghanistan in a month if Pakistan had not provided full support.
Completely isolated and encircled
from all directions, and the traditional
fallback position of FATA denied, the Taliban could fight the ground forces of NA,
but could not have resisted the massive

Much against Pakistan’s advice, the
US installed NA heavy regime in Kabul,
which was pro-India and anti-Pakistan.
The puppet regime ignored the Afghan
Pashtuns and started giving more space
to India to make it the preeminent player in Afghanistan as was desired by the
US. This resulted in a blunder, followed
by another when the regime imposed the
US tailored constitution upon the tribal
based society. Similarly, opening of the
second front in Iraq in 2003 without consolidating the gains in Afghanistan was
another slip-up, since engagement on
two fronts diluted the war effort of the
US-NATO and allowed breathing space
to the Taliban to regroup in FATA. Yet
another error was raising non-Pashtun
heavy Afghan National Security Forces
(ANSF), which turned into a liability. CIA
and NATO as well as Afghan warlords
indulged in drug business, which had
almost been eliminated by the Taliban.
These distractions loosened the grip of
ISAF led by weak military commanders
over Afghanistan and enabled the Taliban to recover lost space in southern
and eastern Afghanistan and earn money
from drug business for their war effort.
Since the two land routes from Pakistan used by NATO containers passed
through the Taliban dominated rural belt,
the US security contractors and Afghan
officials had to pay toll tax to the Taliban
for passage of every container, which also
became a source of income for them.

Post 9/11 Events

The US has taken Pakistan on board
once again after the 9/11 for the achievement of its short-term regional objectives
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The US Dual Standards
The Bush administration
preferred covert ops against Pakistan and strong-arming Pakistan to fight Al-Qaeda in South
Waziristan instead of fulfilling
the promises made to the Afghans by promoting democracy, education and development
works. That way, Pakistan earned
the hostility of Al-Qaeda and own
tribesmen.
Ironically, while Washington waged war in Iraq and Afghanistan to bring democracy, it
stoutly upheld Pakistan’s military
dictatorship. While Pak security forces
fought the Pakistani Taliban and Baloch
rebel groups in FATA and in Baluchistan
that were funded, trained, equipped and
guided by RAW-NDS combine to destabilize Pakistan, they did not confront the
Afghan Taliban whose struggle was entirely confined to Afghanistan and they
never fired a bullet against Pak forces.
Pakistan started taking measures
to protect its national security in 2008
once it learnt that CIA-FBI had gained
complete sway over FATA with the help
of TTP formed in Dec 2006. Blackwater
was inducted in 2008 to bolster CIA-FBI
in urban areas of Pakistan. Nexus of CIARAW-NDS-MI-6-Mossad-BND in Kabul
supported anti-Pakistan proxies in FATA
and Baluchistan.
In order to keep the supply routes
to the TTP open so that it could indulge
in terrorism in FATA and KP, the US rejected Pakistan’s proposal to fence the
western border, or to increase number of
border posts on Afghan side to prevent
infiltration.
A coordinated Indo-Afghan propaganda campaign backed by the West was
launched to defame Pakistan and its premier institutions.

handed them over to CIA, the ISAF could
not have dismantled and defeated them
in Afghanistan as claimed by Obama. Bulk
of Al-Qaeda fighters had otherwise shifted to Iraq in 2004 and formed Al-Qaeda
Arabian Peninsula after the US-NATO
forces occupied Iraq in May 2003.
Two troop surges in 2009 raised the
strength of ISAF (an amalgam of 48 military contingents) to near 1,50,000, but
it proved futile since it resulted in heavy
casualties of the occupiers. Adoption of
rearward posture and abandonment of
boots on ground strategy by ISAF after
suffering setbacks in battles of Helmand
and Nuristan and putting ANSF in the
forefront, and thereafter putting heavy
reliance on airpower, was a wrong decision made by Gen McChrystal. It enabled
the Taliban to snatch the initiative and
build momentum of offensive, which
could not be reversed by the occupying
force.
Tensions between the US and Pakistan kept increasing when the US adopted a highly discriminatory policy of
blaming Pakistan for the failures of ISAF-ANSF, and instability in Afghanistan;
subjecting it to drone war; insulting and
penalizing it and constantly pressing it to
do more against Haqqani Network (HN)
and Quetta Shura. At the same time, the
Obama’s Era
US spearheaded in covering up the sins
Based on Obama’s Af-Pak strategy of India and Kabul regime and going out
of anvil and hammer, managed
by Richard Holbrook, ISAF failed
to provide the anvil when Pak
forces delivered the hammer in
SW in 2009, thus letting the TTP
militants under Hakimullah Mehsud to flee to Afghanistan. Pak
forces managed to retrieve 17 out
of 19 administrative units under
the influence of TTP and confined
its presence to the last bastions
of North Waziristan and Khyber
Agency.
However, for Pakistan,
which seized over 600 Al-Qaeda
senior leaders and operators and
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of the way to reward
them. Extreme pressure was mounted
to flush out HN from
NW. Discriminatory
policy brought in element of distrust.
The year 2011
was the worst year
for Pakistan in which
Raymond Davis, Abbottabad attack, Memogate and Salala attack took place, which
forced Pakistan to cut
off military cooperation with the US and stop the two NATO
supply routes for six months.
The reason behind the discriminatory behavior was that while Indo-US-Afghan-West-Israel are strategic partners
and work in collusion to achieve their
common objectives, Pakistan does not
fit into the US security paradigm or the
Indo-Pacific strategy, and as such was
accepted as a tactical partner to fight
terrorism both inside Pakistan and in Afghanistan.
The points of friction that kept the
Pak-US relations dysfunctional are Pakistan’s nuclear program, the CPEC, its
closeness with China, hostility against
India mainly due to unresolved Kashmir
dispute, its refusal to recognize Israel,
and its refusal to fight Afghan Taliban.
Initiation of peace talks by Obama
in 2011 which led to opening of Taliban’s
political office at Doha in mid-June 2013
lacked sincerity since whichever Taliban
leader came forward for a peace deal,
whether from TTP or the Taliban, was
droned. Drones killed the leaders including Wali, Baituallah Mehsud, Hakimullah
Mehsud, Akhtar Mansour etc. Fight and
talk strategy was aimed at dividing Taliban movement.
After withdrawal of bulk of ISAF
forces by Dec 2014, the Taliban rapidly captured more territory and gained
a military ascendency over occupying
forces and the ANSF. Demoralization set in among the
occupiers and collaborators; green-over-blue attacks
as well as suicide cases increased; rate of desertions in
ANSF accelerated.
Installation of a unity
regime in Kabul in 2016 by
Obama regime was a bad decision. Due to poor governance,
corruption and power tussle
between Ghani and Abdullah,
writ of the government was
confined to Kabul.

The Taliban gained dominance
over 56% rural territory through which
major supply routes pass; its influence
stretched to well over 80% area where
they installed shadow governments;
could strike any part of the country;
developed war economy; had sound
command, control & communication
infrastructure; fair judicial system and
dedicated fighters.
The Taliban succeeded in breaking
their isolation and were wooed by China, Russia, Turkey, Iran, Qatar, UAE, KSA,
and Germany. China signed a $ 3 billion
development project with the Taliban. It
reduced the influence of Pakistan over
them.
Writ of the ANSF backed by the US
led Resolute Support Group got restricted to capital cities, which is often attacked by the Taliban.

Landmark Peace Agreement

After maximizing force against the
Taliban and pressure against Pakistan,
Donald Trump reopened the stalled
peace talks in July 2018 and finally inked
the historic peace agreement with the
Taliban on February 29, 2020, in which
the Kabul regime was excluded. The UN,
Russia, China and Pakistan endorsed the
agreement.
The Taliban agreed not to allow Afghan soil for terrorism against the US/allies, reduce violence, desist from attacking western targets in Afghanistan, sever
ties with al-Qaeda, and to open inter-Afghan dialogue for a comprehensive political settlement. The US agreed to pull out
all troops by May 1, 2021 and to refrain
from attacking the Taliban. 5000 Taliban
prisoners and 1000 ANSF prisoners were
to be released within 3 months after start
of intra-Afghan talks on March 10, 2020,
and Taliban leaders removed from the
UN blacklist.
Intra-Afghan dialogue delayed due
to Ashraf Ghani’s reservations and foot
dragging over prisoner exchange. Firefight between the Taliban and ANSF supported by the US continued in which former had an upper hand.
Trump was keen to end the longest
war and make a clean break from Afghanistan and he reduced the US troop level to
2500 only.

Start of Joe Biden’s Innings

After the change of guards in Washington, media campaign has been unleashed to compel Joe Biden administration to review the Afghan peace deal
and delay the departure of troops from
Afghanistan. The Taliban are projected
as irreconcilable, treacherous and blood-

ing defeat and to hide its embarrassment,
it blames Pakistan, or reinforce failure in
its bid to salvage some pride.
With an eye on unexplored mineral wealth of Afghanistan worth $ 1-3
trillion of iron ore, lithium, chromium,
natural gas, petroleum etc., and also the
mineral resources of next door Central
Asia stretching up to Caspian Sea, the US
would make strenuous efforts to maintain a foothold in country and at least recoup the huge financial losses it incurred
thirsty. A powerful lobby in the West is in fighting the longest war if it cannot renot in favor of troop withdrawal from Af- claim its soiled repute.
ghanistan. In addition, a study mandated
by the Congress has called for a delay in
the pullout, warning it would effectively Conclusion
hand the Taliban a victory. Pentagon also There are clear indications that the
accused Taliban of not fulfilling promises
US have no intentions to abandon Afthat include reducing attacks and cutting
ties to insurgent groups such as Al-Qae- ghanistan in the near future and would
prolong their stay as much as possible.
da.
The spoilers like India, the unity Although Pakistan suffered a great
regime in Kabul, Pentagon and CIA are deal at the hands of proxies launched
playing their negative role to block the by RAW-NDS and supported by CIA.
withdrawal of occupation troops. They Contrarily, Pakistan still want the US
are painting a gloomy picture that com- forces to stay on until restoration of
plete exit would lead to bloody war and peace and stability in Afghanistan. Inruin the reputation of the sole super
do-US-Afghan nexus have tried all pospower. They blame the Taliban for the
violence and bloodshed, and are exerting sible techniques to derail Pakistan and
extreme pressure upon Joe Biden urging are still focused on denuclearizing it.
him to rescind or modify the Doha agree- Instead of putting pressure upon them,
we have been exerting pressure on Talment.
Brutalities of the NA warlords, of iban and made them agree to talk with
over half a dozen anti-Pakistan terrorist the US and arrive at a political settlegroups based in Nuristan, Kunar, Nangar- ment, and again pushed them to talk
har, Paktika undertaking terror attacks in with Ashraf Ghani regime. Now to ask
Pakistan are acceptable as long as they
play ball with the occupiers. Good Tali- them to agree to the terms of the US
ban are also acceptable. US Special Forc- and puppet regime and accept sharing
es utter not a word on infamous torture power as a junior partner will be undens of Bagram and Guantanamo Bay fair and may impel the Taliban to stop
jails, or the ruthless night raids.
dealing with Pakistan. Enmity with
Biden is inclined to review the Taliban would prove fatal and could
peace deal and delay the departure and land Pakistan into Syria like situation.
make another effort with the help of Pa- If we are interested in getting rid of
kistan to force the Taliban to relinquish
proxies like TTP, BLA and ISIS run by
violence, ceasefire permanently, agree to
share power with Kabul regime as a ju- RAW-NDS, only the Taliban can do it
nior partner and accept the US tailored and none else. Today, the Resolute Support Group, ANSF, Afghan Unity Govt.,
constitution.
The Taliban denied escalating vi- the US and India stand on a weak wickolence and not abiding by the terms of et, while the Taliban under Haibatullah
peace agreement. To put weight to their have gained substantial strength and
argument they said that spring offensives victory is within their grasping reach.
in 2019 and 2020 were not carried out. Taliban are likely to further extend
The Taliban have urged the US to honor
their sway and gain control over 90%
their commitment of withdrawing all
troops by May 1, 2021 in exchange for territory by the close of this year. Our
security guarantees and are averse to the ultimate goals should be to empower
Taliban and not the pro-India puppet
idea of residual force.
Sheer ego stops the US from conced- regime of Ghani-Abdullah.
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The current
government vows
to build a better
understanding
of Islam and
Islamic precepts.
Furthermore,
Pakistan
took various
diplomatic,
measures to bring
international
solidarity
cohesion, and
cooperation
between the
states.
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n retrospect, the aftermaths of the
9/11 incident- Muslims around
the world are facing the menace of
Islamophobia and this widespread
jeopardy is seemingly pushing towards
enduring hostile configurations based
on impediments of religious misinformation, indoctrination and politicization.
Over the past few years, this anti-Muslim
syndrome has taken dreadful strides, further provoking the fault lines driven by
identity contentions. Consequently, with
geopolitical intrigues and daunting traditional and non-traditional challenges, the
global world is witnessing intensifying Islamophobia trends, further endangering
the prospects of inter-faith harmony and
shattering the key emblems of the peaceful co-existence between the different ideologies and religions. Given circumstances
ought to seek the root cause of such prejudice orienting from communities that are
relatively perceived as modern, educated
and had connotation of civilized society. In
response, various valid justifications are
more or less associated with the nature
and idiosyncrasies of the general population, irrespective of their environment and
social status. For instance, in contemporary times, the outbreak of Islamophobia
Vis-a Vis phenomenon’s momentum and
outreach is driven by the xenophobic culture, racial slurs, wrong attributions, negative profiling and stereotyping of ideology
at large. This particular notion is escalated
in the fundamentalist non-Muslim majority states where Muslims are being subjected to hate crimes at the societal level and
growing anger against the Muslim ideology resulting in contention and fragmentation.

Several factors have been identified
as the main contributors to such a worrisome trend: mounting far-right ideologies, refugee crises, immigration, negative
perceptions amid adherents of different
faiths, and provocative rhetoric by media
with an aim to dente Muslim identity. Notably, the West has become the hub of this
noxious anti-Muslim drive. At the community level, there is a drastic surge in hate
crimes against Muslims both offline and
online, as well as discriminations in education, employment, housing and healthcare, and other sectors that have become
an unscrupulous trend with mayhem repercussions. Besides, Islamophobia is also
gaining prominence, with girls and women being targeted due to the mode of their
dress and the general notion that Muslim
women are oppressed and thus must be
liberated.
This a dismaying factor that Islamophobia continues to find strong reverberation in political proceedings where it has
been propagated for the mileages seeking
and personal interests persuasion, eventually leading to the institutionalization
of Islamophobia through the introduction
of heinous legislation and policies in the
western world.
Furthermore, various academic research studies in Europe and elsewhere
entails that Islamophobia has become of
the most prominent viewership aspects
of media discourse – in the account of this
right-wing political parties and groups
that tend to exploit and build on the general fear of Islam for electoral gains and
maintain the status their status-quo.

In various states, particularly in the
West (Europe and the US included), anti-immigration and anti-refugee rhetoric
have taken an anti-Muslim overtone and
have often become the central theme of
campaigns by far-right parties to project
anti-Muslims sentiments in the masses.
It is also noted with grave concern, that
several Western media outlets continue
to propagate fear and negative stereotypes against the Islamic ideology and
its followers, notably by acting as a platform for widespread dissemination of
anti-Muslim rhetoric.
Appraisal suggests that Islamophobia is also increasing in some non-western states where Muslim societies and
minorities face discrimination, hatred
and violence. Muslims in India and Kashmir under the fascist Modi regime structurally marginalized and the projection of
Hindutva Ideology through the means of
brute force is another simmering ploy to
subvert the Muslims. The world has also
witnessed the large-scale cross-border
forced displacement of religious minorities e.g. Rohingya Muslims. In the context
of the ongoing coronavirus pandemic,
there has been a perceivable rise of negative narratives and hate speech in some
countries holding the Muslim minorities
responsible for the dissemination of the
COVID- 19, under misinformation campaign and “fake news,” mainly in the social media by the proponent’s rhetoric.
Likewise, countless incidents witnessed
such as mosque burning, provocative
statements in social media, mail threats,
Holy Quran burning and desecration,
insults of Prophet Mohammed (PBUH),
physical assaults, and verbal abuses. Another changing pattern of Islamophobia
was witnessed on a Burqa-related issue
in the western states.
Pakistan has emerged as one of the
leading actors to combat the growin g
menace of Islamophobia in recent years.
It has taken various initiatives at the domestic and international level to contain
the growing anti-Muslim sentiments and
also religious misperceptions. The Prime
Minister voiced deep concern over growing religious detestation, ultra-national-

ism and worsening
global rigidities, factors that have accelerated ‘Islamophobia’, subsequently
causing
attacks
against Muslims in
many states of the
world. It is pertinent to mention
that Prime Minister
Imran Khan vowed
to sphere head the
combating efforts for subverting the intolerance, discrimination and violence
based on religion or belief against the
Muslim community across the world. Pakistan at the 14th session of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held
in Saudi Arabia June year 2019 echoed
the voice that the Muslim leadership in
any uncertain incident of a blasphemous
stab against the Holy Prophet (PBUH),
that always seems deficient, henceforth,
it has to be collectively uplifted to create
harmony and unity against the rising anti-Muslim propagations. At the culmination of the session, Prime Minister Imran
Khan also asked the members to foster an extensive collective Strategy OIC
on Fighting against Islamophobia that
would be implemented through adopting
law and regulations.
Similarly, in the year 2019, Pakistan
has also highlighted the issue leading

global forum at the United Nations (UN)
in which Pakistan’s envoy Dr Maleeha
Lodhi moved the UN Strategy and Plan
of Action to combat Islamophobia and
hate speech. Notably, she also presented
a six-point agenda on the behalf of Pakistan against anti-Islamic narratives and
prejudice.
• Pakistan urged for the Legislation by
states to address growing racism and
ideology-based abhorrence against
any community or religious identity.
• The Special Envoy also urged for
strict surveillance of social media
platforms to avert hate speech and
negative stereotyping of any identity,
in particular the Muslims, which has
drastically increased in recent times
• The special envoy also called for the
formulation of a “focused strategy” to
counter the menace of Islamophobia
worldwide

•

Since popular sentiment against the
Muslims is of propaganda and misinformation, therefore, the envoy
called for better investments in research-based studies to find out the
rooted cause of such ill-conceived anti-Muslim rhetoric
•
Strategies should be adopted to increase the engagement of women
and youth for the promotion of rational and reality-based narratives of
any religion
• Lack of education and awareness is
another grey area that needs to be
addressed, in an account of this special representative asked the global
forum to increase investment in education
The state’s envoy also emphasized
the exigency for states to formulate laws
to address the challenges of xenophobic
culture. Consequently, this effort from
Pakistan to combat the anti-Muslim sentiments at the global forum resurfaced
the urgency of addressing this issue in
the global arena. Furthermore, the Muslim community has also thrown their
weight behind the key initiative taken by
Pakistan.
Likewise,
in
the year
2019 to

highlight
the growing
anti-Muslim
incidents in
India, Pakistan
has communicated the representatives of OIC member countries
based in the UN. To contemplate the
arranging of an urgent online meeting,
Islamabad highlighted state-backed cornering of a specific religious community
to have a spillover impact. Prime Minister Khan has called the Islamic bloc to
deliberate on the oppression faced by
Muslims in India and the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K).
In the year 2020, Pakistan’s National Assembly passed a Resolution on Combating Islamophobia, the drafted resolution condemned in sturdiest terms the
resurgence of blasphemous, and Islam-
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Apart from OIC, Pakistan continued to raise its voices at the UN General
Assembly and it attained a resounding diplomatic triumph when
the prestigious global forum adopted a consensus-based resolution
– sponsored by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and other OIC countries – on
the protection of religious sites. The adoption of this resolution is a
part of the efforts initiated by Prime Minister Imran Khan to combat
Islamophobia and outlaw attacks on Muslims religious shrines, symbols
and sacred personalities in certain countries. The resolution condemns
all acts or threats of violence, destruction, damage directed against
religious sites that have continued to occur across the world, especially
in India. The resolution denounces any moves to obliterate or forcibly
convert any religious sites. It also expresses concerns on the rise of
racial and religious intolerance and negative stereotyping of religions
and condemns any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred
that promotes discrimination, hostility or violence. The adoption of the
resolution is also a rebuke to the Hindutva extremists in India who have
launched a systematic and government-backed programme to eliminate
the heritage and legacy of Islam in India through the destruction of
Islamic shrines and monuments and to the transformation of India’s
Muslims into second-class citizens, or non-citizens. The adoption of this
resolution has generated hope that by denouncing violent attacks on
religious sites, the international community join hands in promoting a
culture of peace, based on mutual respect, understanding and tolerance.
Pakistan will continue to play a leading role in this endeavour to ensure
worldwide inter-faith harmony.
ophobic acts by roguish actors in some
parts of the world. The bill also urged the
Secretary-General of the OIC to continue
to monitor the phenomenon of Islamophobia and take radical measures for
presenting Islamic countries’ unified position on the matter particularly the subject of blasphemous caricatures of the
Holy Prophet and desecration of the Holy
Quran. Furthermore, the draft bill by Pakistan also called all non-OIC countries
to provide a legal framework to Muslims
residing in their territory for addressing
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their unpretentious grievances. Pakistan
also took the initiative of undermining
Islamophobia at all the global platforms,
for instance during a trilateral summit in
Malaysia in the year 2020, Prime Minister Imran Khan in his speech at the International Institute of Islamic Studies
highlighted the West predominantly associating the Muslims with Terrorism,
that is merely a wrong attribution to the
Muslim. He further proclaimed that the
drastic intensification of Islamophobia is
due to the deficient efforts of the Muslim

world to combat this wrong rhetoric in
the west. This vulnerability led the west
to symbolize the Muslims with terrorism
only, irrespective of true values, ideology
and teachings of Islam. He further stated
that these wrong religious perceptions
should be curbed and there is a dire need
for the promotion of the true values of
Islam as religion. Islamic leadership have
to collectively convey the message to the
world that targeting the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) and the Holy Quran would be
painful for the Muslims and this false
trend is also further increasing global
ideological detestation.
Prime Minister Imran Khan also
proposed a combating strategy through
disseminating the real content through
print, electronic and social media platforms. For that Pakistan, Turkey and Malaysia jointly decided to start a new English language Islamic television channel
with a worldwide telecast.
The fundamental objective of the
TV channel will be to deal with challenges including Islamophobia faced by the
Muslim world also promote the real image of Islam worldwide.
In the aftermaths of the French Blasphemous incident, Pakistan strongly condemned the incident and urged the global community to take staunch actions for
such ill-convinced incidents that have repeatedly hurt the sentiments of the Muslims community across the world. Apart
from the UN, EU and other global forums,
Prime Minister Imran Khan also wrote a
letter to Mark Zuckerberg, Head of one of
the leading social media platforms ‘Facebook’, to remove the blasphemous content from that platform because that has
not hammered the ideological beliefs of
the Muslims but it was driving the global
anguish in the Muslim community. Furthermore, the Prime Minister also asked
the Head of
Facebook
to
carry
out similar
measures to
promote the
real image of
the Muslims
through effective utility without
and biases
and irrationality.
To
create global
awareness
and
real
preaching
of
Muslim
ideology, Pa-

kistan also pitched the idea of 15 March
to be declared as an International Day
against Islamophobia at the OIC platform
and the majority of the Muslims countries endorsed this proposal.
While addressing the 20th Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Council
of Heads of State (SCO-CHS) conference
2020 via video link, Prime Minister Imran Khan also highlighted the “global
community must put together collective
together persistently oppose radical factions and xenophobic tendencies, including chauvinistic dogmas stimulated by
neo-Nazis — and Islamophobia around
the world”. Adding further, he also
called for divisive policies to promote
inter-faith harmony and cross-cultural
affinity through denouncing all kind of
hatred.
The process of countering Islamophobia further diversified at the UN
platforms as well, for instance, Pakistan-sponsored a resolution referring to
the right of self-determination for masses exposed to the colonial, extraneous
and alien occupation. This resolution was
adopted by mutual consensus by the UN
the General Assembly. Such effort paved
the path for promoting global harmony
and it would ensure the plausible prospect of cooperation. Pakistan also raised
the issue of Islamophobia in the UN persistently and it has become an imperative
agenda aligned with the core, values and
strategic policy during the reign of Prime
Minister Imran Khan. Apart from creating awareness in the West, Islamabad
remains proactive in highlighting the
existential threats faced by Indian Muslims by extremist Hindutva ideologists
in India led by the Modi regime. Another
notable accomplishment- in the year the
UNGA also approved Pakistan-led resolution on “inter-faith and inter-cultural
dialogue” by an overwhelming majority.
Thus, it depicts that Pakistan has adopted
a twofold strategy at all the forums. First,
to build a counter-narrative against islamophobia through legislation and laws
approved by the global body, secondly,
it has also pushed policy of creating inter-faith harmony. Thus, such policy initiatives have created a balance and it has
also projected an inclusive framework
of peace and unity. Such a gesture also
able to address the existing misperceptions about the Muslim states that have
wrongly accused of radical approaches.
Most recently, the Prime Minister Imran Khan has visited Sri Lanka in
which he raised the issues of Muslims
minorities with the country’s premier
and president respectively. He discussed
the two leaders about a ban backed by

influential Buddhist monks and enforced
in the year, April 2020. In the aftermaths,
Sri Lanka announces an end to the forced
cremations, marking a win for the island
nation’s minority Muslims. The diplomatic effort by PM Imran Khan got heap
phrased by the global proponents of the
inter-faith harmony.
Furthermore, Pakistan and Turkey
persistently cooperating to highlight the
issues concerning the Muslim’s ideological prestige and values. In account of
this, during the recent visit of Turkish FM
Mevlut Cavusoglu to Pakistan, both the
states reaffirmed their resolve to expand
the sphere of measures to combat the
globally escalated menace of Islamophobia and promotion of better understanding of the veneration of the Muslims to
the Holy Prophet (PBUH).
Apart from individual efforts, Pakistan has been proactive in highlighting
the concerns of the Muslims on all the
global platforms to ensure the fundamental rights of Muslims. For instance, it
took the initiative of presenting a Resolution to designate 15 March as the ‘International Day to Combat Islamophobia’
during the 47th Session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Council
of Foreign Ministers (CFM), held in Niamey, Niger, in November year 2020.
To conclude, despite numerous
constraints, Pakistan has emerged as one
of the leading actors to raise its voices
against Islamophobia and it has taken
countless initiatives to bring harmony
to the Muslim world by the effective utilization of all the diplomatic platforms.
However, the surge in hatred and antipathy against Muslims have been increasing drastically and it requires a collective global effort to overcome such an
alarming trend that is pushing the masses towards hostility stemming from the
identity. The Muslim community across
the world have to stand up together to
address such heinous challenges. In this
regard, the utility of OIC, GCC platform
could serve a key role to highlight the
Muslims subjugation and denouncing
hatred of anti-Muslims radical ideologies towards religious beliefs. Apart from
this, the regional and global platforms
must be utilized to build a rational narrative of the Muslims based on the true
ideological voices. The Muslim community must focus on the subversion of the
ill-conceived tags of misattribution with
the radial and fanatic ideologies. The
global world is entangled in dauntless
challenges; with such a simmering crisis,
this issue requires preferential treatment
at the individual and collective level. The
modern tools of diplomacy, such a Track

II, p2p linkages and usage of modern
technology tools would assist to build
the positive image of the Muslims and it
will bring cohesion among the societies
that are divided because of radical slurs
and prejudice worldwide.

Islamophobia has emerged
as one of the gravest concerns that have jeopardized
the contours of harmony and
cooperation. The scourge of
Islamophobia, fueled by populism, hate speech, and lack
of knowledge and disinformation, is causing unimaginable suffering to Muslim
minorities around the world.
Islamophobia has taken many
forms including inter alia negative profiling, mob lynching’s
by cow vigilantes, discriminatory laws, attacks on women
for wearing hijabs, ban on
minarets, negative propaganda and disinformation campaigns, manifestos of far-right
parties, deliberate vandalism
of Islamic symbols and holy
sites, and attempts to link and
equate Islam with terrorism.
Such acts imperil our shared
aspirations for a peaceful
world and a harmonious future for all. Pakistan has always supported and continues
to lead international efforts
for building bridges between
cultures and civilizations. The
current government vows to
build a better understanding
of Islam and Islamic precepts.
Furthermore, Pakistan took
various diplomatic, measures
to bring international solidarity cohesion, and cooperation between the states. It
also stood against global evils
of fragmentation and societal
disharmony and remained
determined to promote the
values of peaceful co-existence as well as inter-faith
and cultural harmony.
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he world is witnessing rapid changes in the international politico-economic system in recent years due
to the rising economic and military
might of China and the resurgence of Russia on the global stage. The countries are
making new alliances and building partnerships to serve their respective national
interests. The mantra of win-win cooperation, common destiny, joint ventures for
development, and economic interdependence is on the rise. In this context, three
powerful Muslim nations, Pakistan, Iran,
and Turkey are also strengthening their
ties and enhancing cooperation. The decision to revive Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad
(ITI) freight train is a glaring example in
this regard. The ITI train will not only enhance economic interdependence and regional connectivity between these three
countries and the region as a whole but
also has geostrategic significance.
The ITI/ECO freight train is the project of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). The ECO, which was established
as Regional Cooperation for Development
(RCD) in 1964 by Iran, Pakistan, and Turkey, the organization was rechristened as
“ECO” in 1985, was founded to promote
sustainable development of the member
states and the region as a whole which
would eventually enhance economic interdependence and regional connectivity.
In the pursuit of this objective, the ECO
launched the project of Turkey-Iran-Pakistan freight train and the first train left
Islamabad for Istanbul in 2009 but the service was canceled in 2011 due to logistical
challenges. The railways of Pakistan, Turkey, and Iran had mutually agreed last year
to resume regular operations to boost economic cooperation among the three countries. According to media reports, the cargo
train is likely to resume its operations by
the end of March 2021 with the high hopes
that it would generate the desired outcomes this time.
According to Pakistan Railways record, the first ECO or Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad (ITI) freight train from Islamabad

to Istanbul was inaugurated on August 14,
2009. Similarly, the first train from Istanbul
to Islamabad reached on August 13, 2010.
So far, eight trains have been dispatched
from Pakistan to Turkey, with the last leaving Lahore on November 5, 2011. Since the
launch of the service in 2009, Turkey has
sent six trains to Pakistan, with the last one
reaching here on December 9, 2011. However, the cargo train service has been put
on hold since 2011.
The rail route covers a total distance
of 6,500 kilometers. It is spread at a length
of 2,600 kilometers in Iran, 1,950 kilometers in Turkey, and 1,990 kilometers in Pakistan. It takes up to 45 days for the goods
to reach European countries from Pakistan
through sea routes but this rail link would
significantly reduce the transportation
time. An advisor to the Pakistani Prime
Minister for Commerce and Investment,
Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood, while announcing the revival of the cargo service, has
stated that the ITI train will take around
12 days to complete the one-side trip and
it will have a capacity of 750 metric tons of
commercial goods.
Recently, two virtual coordination
meetings of the ECO, on 1st and 4th March
respectively, have been held this year in
which representatives from Pakistan, Iran,
and Turkey participated. In these meetings, the Iranian and Turkish authorities
asked the Pakistani officials to introduce
per km distance charges rather than the
fixed rates. They were of the view that the
fixed charges were expensive to their forwarding agents and the business community. In response to this query, Pakistani
authorities assured that they would consider these requests. Moreover, maximum
payload for 20 and 40 feet containers and
rates (0.18 euro per km for a loaded 20feet equalling unit/container, 0.23 euro
per km for a loaded 40-feet equalling unit/
container, 0.012 euro per km for conventional cargo, and 5.60 euro per ton for lake
van and 50 percent of the full containers
for the empty containers) were discussed
in details.

From an economic perspective, this
ITI train will enhance the trade volume
between these countries. At present, the
bilateral trade between Pakistan and
Turkey amounted to around 804 million
USD; the volume of Pakistan’s exports
to Turkey is 296 million USD while the
imports from Turkey amounted to 508
million USD approximately. Moreover,
the bilateral trade between Pakistan
and Iran is 293.18 million USD; the volume of Pakistan’s imports from Iran is
260.89 million USD whereas the exports
amounted to just 32.29 million USD. The
success of the ITI train will not only result in the instantaneous increase in the
bilateral trade between these countries
but will also give Pakistan leverage to
curb its trade deficit with these countries
and boost its exports by encouraging
small and medium enterprises.
Broadly speaking, the ITI/ECO
freight train has the potential to play a
vital role in the economic integration and
connectivity between Asia and Europe
as it offers the shortest and most affordable route for transportation of goods
between the two continents. Apart from
Iran, Pakistan, and Turkey, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan,
Russia, and China are expected to benefit from this cargo train service. Furthermore, the trade and economic analysts
are of the view that the link with the Middle East and European markets will unlock the full potential of this rail service.
Till now, China has not included
ITI as part of its Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), but the scholars are of the view
that the ITI would eventually be incorporated into BRI. Fatemeh Aman, an
Iranian analyst at the Atlantic Council’s
South Asia Center, says, “If a proposed
$400 billion (€329 billion) deal between
China and Iran becomes reality, Beijing
would need more projects like the ITI to
increase connectivity within the region.
Also, if China manages to take over the
US’s role in Asia, it will need a greater
partnership with regional countries”.
Moreover, she also believes that if the
project becomes operational, it will dra-

matically increase connectivity among
Turkey, Iran, and Pakistan.
Nevertheless, many scholars see
the ITI rail link as an extension of BRI.
For instance, Lukasz Przybyszewski, a
West Asia analyst for the Asia Research
Centre at Warsaw’s War Studies Academy, said, “Beijing regards Iranian transport infrastructure in particular -- and
ECO’s more generally -- as parts of BRI. In
times of crisis and war, such alternative
land trade routes are very valuable and
profitable. And Beijing assumes these
countries will be active BRI partners in
need of precisely tailored investments”.
Therefore, it is expected that these
three countries would expand their ITI
train service by enhancing cooperation
with the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). A Japanese newspaper, named
Nikkei Asia, has already reported that a
government official from Pakistan has
said that the ITI railroad will connect to
China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Region through
Pakistan’s ML-1 railway line. The ITI railroad is also an opportunity for Russia
to enhance its trade with Middle East,
Africa, and beyond, therefore, there is a
strong possibility that Russia could also
join it in the nearby future.
The geostrategic dimension of the
ITI railroad cannot be ignored as this
railroad is not only offering an alternative route in times of war or peace for the
countries but it also has the potential to
play a decisive role in the formation of a
new bloc including Pakistan, CARs, Turkey, Iran, Russia and China. The emergence of this bloc will cause serious damage to the US influence in the Middle East
and Asia as these countries have unique
characteristics which can turn the tables
for the US in the region.
For instance, China’s rising economic and military might has significantly increased Chinese influence at regional and international levels. Now, the BRI
is further
increasing
the presence and
influence
of China in
most parts
of
the
world. Iran
is placed at
an important
geostrategic
location
and also
enjoys influence in
the Middle

East. Despite economic sanctions by the
US, Iran has maintained a strong military.
It is also rich in oil resources and selling
a large quantity of oil to several countries
including China.
Moreover, Turkey is a regional
economic hub due to its important geographical location. It has emerged as a
strong economy and military power in
recent years. It has also gained a strong
influence in the Muslim world. The resurgence of Russia at the global state has
also been a dramatic phenomenon in recent years. This strong military power is
now gaining significant influence in all
corners of the world especially Eastern
Europe, Central Asia, the Middle East,
and South Asia.
Last but not the least, Pakistan is
becoming a regional economic hub due
to its significant geographical location. It
is the only Muslim country with nuclear
weapons, therefore, it enjoys special status in the Muslim world. The formation
of an alliance between these countries
will not the countries to build a strong
economy and enhance economic interdependence but will also result in the end
of the US influence in the region.
In a nutshell, the revival of the
Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad
(IT)/ECO
freight train is a farsighted decision and
a step towards the right direction as it
will play a key role to enhance economic
interdependence and regional connectivity which would eventually lead towards
sustainable peace and development for
the region. The quarters concerned, from
Pakistan, Turkey, and Iran, should increase engagements and leave no stone
unturned to make this ITI cargo train
service a great success. The geostrategic importance of the ITI railroad can be
a decisive factor for the stakeholders to
work at a very fast pace.
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Special Economic Zones
A Strategy of Pakistan’s Economic Growth
ndustrial development is considered one of the most reliable
strategies to promote the longrun growth of an economy. Many
countries have been adopting industrial
development planning to improve their
economic growth over the last few decades. The Asian Tigers can be a glaring
example in this regard. In the pursuit of
industrial development, one strategy is
to specify areas for industrial development such as business parks, industrial
estates, export procession zones, or special economic zones. For instance, since
2009, nearly 1750 Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) have been established by
China at provincial and state levels. According to estimates, SEZs have contributed about 22% of China’s national GDP,
46% of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI),
and 60% of exports. Moreover, 30 million
jobs have been generated by these SEZs
in China. Pakistan has also endeavoured
to pursue this strategy for economic
growth in the past but it could not generate desired results, but now under CPEC,
it has unleashed its comprehensive plans
to establish nine SEZs in various parts of
the country. This time it seems that it will
work for Pakistan’s dream of economic
prosperity.
A Special Economic Zone (SEZ) is a
specific area of the land used to promote
industrial growth in a country by providing more lenient economic and tax policies as compare to general economic policies in a country. The first modern-day
zone was established in 1959 in Shannon, Ireland. Following its success, the
model was replicated in various economies such as India, Singapore, Taiwan,
and Iceland. The success of these zones
in promoting exports and bring industrial transformation in developing countries led other developing countries to
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follow the same path. Soon the number of
zones increased from 79 in 1975 to 845
in 1997, and by 2019 there were 5400
functioning SEZs in 147 economies of the
world, and 500 were in the pipeline. Of
these SEZs, many have been successful,
such as in the Republic of Korea, Taiwan,
China, Vietnam, Bangladesh, Mauritius,
the Dominican Republic, and El Salvador,
and have paved their way towards industrialization, economic development, and
growth.
In Pakistan, seven SEZs were established between the period 1983–2005
to move its economy away from import
substitution industrialization and to
adopt the export-oriented approach.
Unfortunately, however, the impact of
these zones on the wider economy had
been negligible owing to the lack of infrastructural facilities, structural deficiencies, and incompetent policies of the
government. Now, under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), nine
new SEZs are proposed to be set up at
different locations in Pakistan which include Rashakai Economic Zone, M-1 in
Nowshera, Dhabeji Special Economic
Zone in Thatta, Bostan Industrial Zone
in Pishin, Allama Iqbal Industrial City in
Faisalabad, ICT Model Industrial Zone in
Islamabad, Industrial Park Pakistan Steel
Mills Port Qasim in Karachi, Mirpur Industrial Zone in AJK, Mohmand Marble
City in Mohmand Agency and Moqpondass SEZ in Gilgit-Baltistan.  
Rashakai Special Economic Zone
(REZ), which is located near M-1
Nowshera, is being established in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). The REZ, occupied area of 1000 acres of land, will be
developed in three phases. As per Federal SEZA Regulations, 702 acres are
designated for Industrial use. In the first
phase, 159 acres will be developed. 279

acres in the second phase and 264 acres
will be developed in the third phase. An
area of 76 acres has been allocated for
commercial use. The connected districts
and easily available resources make this
economic zone perfectly feasible for the
industries in fruit and food processing/
packaging and textile. The industrial
clusters/sectors proposed/planned for
the REZ include Garment and Textile
Products, Home Building Materials, General Merchandise, Electronics, and Electrical Appliances, and Automobile and
Mechanical Equipment.
Dhabeji Special Economic Zone
(DSEZ) is going to be established in
Thatta and the Government of Sindh has
allocated an area of 1530 acres for this
economic zone. The DSEZ will also be
developed in three phases. Moreover, it
is located at an advantageous location as
it has easy access to Port Qasim which
will save time and also inland transportation costs. DSEZ has the potential to
transform into an Expatriate Enclave
with modern infrastructure and a financial incentive package. Sindh Economic
Zones Management Company (SEZMC),
Government of Sindh, is the provincial
agency to develop and manage Dhabeji SEZ. The industrial clusters/sectors
proposed/planned for this SEZ include
Steel-Foundries, Automotive and Auto
parts, Chemical & Pharmaceuticals, Consumer Electronics Engineering, Textile &
Garments, Warehousing, Building Material, and FMC.
Bostan, a special economic zone,
will be established in Balochistan over an
area of 1000 acres. This SEZ is located in
the Pishin district which has geographical proximity to Quetta, Qila Saifullah,
Ziarat, and Qila Abdullah. Moreover, the
available means of connectivity make
this economic zone feasible for business

ventures. The industrial clusters/sectors
proposed/planned
for this SEZ include
Fruit Processing, Agriculture machinery,
Pharmaceutical, Motor Bikes Assembly,
Chromite, Cooking Oil,
Ceramic
industries,
Ice and Cold storage,
Electric Appliance, and
Halal Food Industry.
The largest Special Economic Zone,
among the SEZs in
Pakistan, is Allama Iqbal Industrial City
(AIIC) as it is being established over an
area of 3217 acres. It is adjacent to M-3
which makes its access easy to export
facilities. It comprises a large number of
projects including textile, pharmaceuticals, information technology, chemicals
automotive, service complex, etc. Since
November 2019, the construction of this
economic zone has been started. Minimum 1-acre land is available for the investors. Moreover, Faisalabad Industrial
Estate & Management Company (FIEDMC) is developing the body of AIIC. Many
national and international companies
have shown their interest to start a business within the premises of AIIC.
ICT Model Industrial Zone will be
established over an area of 200-500 acres
in Islamabad. The zone will have easy access to well-established infrastructure,
logistics networks, and trade routes. The
provision of utilities such as electricity,
water, drainage, and communication systems will ensure successful businesses
in this economic zone. The planned/proposed sectors for this economic zone include IT & related industries, Steel, Food
Processing, Pharmaceutical & Chemicals,
Printing and Packaging, and Light Manufacturing.   
Industrial Park Pakistan Steel Mills
Port Qasim will be established in Karachi over an area of 500 acres. Port Qasim
has the largest oil terminal among other
terminal facilities including container,
liquid chemical, and multipurpose terminal making the business easier at that
place along with the availability of basic
utilities like portable water, power, gas,
telecommunications, banking, and other facilities including transhipment and
transit trade facilities with Afghanistan
and Central Asian Republics. The proposed/planned sectors for this SEZ are
Steel, Auto & allied, Foundry and Fabrication, Warehousing & Logistics, Pharma,
Chemical, Printing and Packaging and
Garments, etc.

Mirpur Industrial Zone will be
spanning over 1078 acres in Mirpur,
the district of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK). Well-established infrastructure
would make this economy a great success. Presently, the feasibility study of
this economic zone is in progress. Mix
industry is proposed at Mirpur Industrial Zone. Moreover, Mohmand Marble
City (MMC) will be established in the
Mohmand Agency of KP over an area of
350 acres. It is pertinent to mention that
Mohmand Agency is adjacent to Bajaur
Agency, Khyber Agency, and Charsadda
which are naturally enriched with minerals such as Uranium, dimensional stones,
granite, manganese ore, marble, coal, and
limestone. Marble and other Mix industry are proposed industrial clusters.
Moqpondass SEZ Gilgit-Baltistan
is among the nine proposed SEZs under
CPEC, this economic zone is located in
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB). The land for the
construction of this SEZ has been allocated by the Government of GB. The region
is rich in fruits and precious stones. The
potential industries for this economic
zone are marble and granite, iron ore
processing, fruit processing, and value

addition, steel industry, mineral processing and value addition, and leather industry. The
success of the economic zone
will not only benefit the economic growth of Pakistan but
also bring economic prosperity for the people of the entire
region.
  
The government of Pakistan has announced incentives for Special Economic
Zones which will enhance the
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in the
country. For instance, the SEZs will be
exempted from all taxes on income for 5
years for developers and 10 years for enterprises. These special economic zones
will significantly contribute to the socio-economic development of the country. The transfer of the latest technology
in SEZs will also play a key role to boost
the national economy. Moreover, these
economic zones are likely to create over
one million jobs in Pakistan.
The government of Pakistan has
expedited its efforts to generate the desired results from the proposed special
economic zones in the country. Recently,
Federal Minister for Planning, Development, Reforms, and Special Initiatives
Asad Umar has visited FIEDMC. During
his visit, he has said that Allama Iqbal
Industrial City will be completed on a
war footing so that process of industrial
development can be further accelerated. These special economic zones have
the potential to change the fate of the
crippling economy of Pakistan and consequently to improve the standards of
living of the entire Pakistani population.
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Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT)

Recent Developments
and
Options for Pakistan
akistani delegation has recently participated in the annual Permanent Indus Water
Commission and it is the first
engagement between both
neighbors since ties deteriorated after India’s move to scrap Kashmir’s special status. Although, the outcome of this meeting is yet to be seen
but this major engagement is being interpreted as a thaw in ties between Pakistan and India. The Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT) has proved to be a classical example of conflict resolution, so far, as it has
survived four wars between the two nuclear powers. The survival of IWT has become strenuous due to the rise of Hindu
Nationalists in the power corridors of India. Thus, despite the rare development,
Pakistan should be very cautious as the
right-wing political leaders of India have
a history of deceits and lies.
Since 1947, Pakistan and India
have been archrivals. Although, Kashmir
dispute has been a core reason behind
tense ties between the two countries but
the water conflict has also significantly
contributed to animosity and enmity between them. The water conflicts between
India and Pakistan have a long list against
Indian infrastructure on the western tributaries, which had been given to Pakistan
under Indus Waters Treaty. Pakistan is of
the view that India is robbing Pakistan’s
water supplies and building its water
management capacity only as a political
manoeuvre to gain political supremacy
by practising hydro-hegemony.
India, as it does in the case of the
Kashmir issue, denies the facts and tries
to maintain that it is not violating the
treaty and only constructing infrastruc-
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ture within the scope of the Indus Waters
Treaty, and the decreased water flows in
Pakistan are due to climate change. Owing to Indian construction works on the
western rivers and the Pakistani interests
in safeguarding its water supplies, water
disputes are routinely referred to the legal mechanism prescribed in the IWT. It
is pertinent to mention that, despite destructive wars between the countries, the
Indus Waters Treaty has survived, so far.  
The 116th meeting of the India-Pakistan Permanent Indus Commission
(PIC), which was held in New Delhi from
23-24 March 2021, has finally removed
the deadlock of over two years. The Indus Waters Treaty is often portrayed as
a classical example of cooperation between India and Pakistan. The recent
meeting of PIC has, once again, proved
that the treaty still has the potential to
survive. The meeting of PIC is held annually alternately in Pakistan and India but
it could not happen in the last over two
years as the relations between India and
Pakistan deteriorated after India’s move
to scrap the special status of occupied
territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
The last meeting of the Permanent
Indus Commission
took place in August
2018 in Lahore. In
this meeting, Pakistan raised objections over the construction of Pakal
Dul and Lower Kalnai
hydropower projects
on Chenab by the
Indian government.
The representatives

of the Pakistani side categorically conveyed the message to the Indian officials
that if India does not accept Pakistan’s
request to entertain the objections over
the construction of stated hydropower
projects by India then Pakistan would
approach the International forums, such
as the appointment of neutral experts,
taking the case to the international court
of arbitration, as defined in the Indus
Waters Treaty.
Moreover, Pakistani officials had
also asked the Indians to reduce the
height of Pakal Dul’s reservoir up to five
metres, maintain 40-metre height above
sea level while making spillways’ gates
of this project, besides clarifying the
pattern and mechanism for the water
storage and releases. Similarly, Pakistan
raised some technical concerns over the
design of the Lower Kalnai hydropower
project, requesting India to address them
at the earliest. Finally, India agreed to get
the sites of Pakal Dul and Lower Kalnai
projects inspected by Pakistani experts.
It also assured Pakistan of taking up its
objections/concerns over the two projects seriously by resolving them amica-

bly in the light of technical memorandums to be prepared and exchanged by
the two countries in the next meeting to
be held in New Delhi.
Later on, India’s failed attempt to
establish new normal in South Asia by
breaching the sovereignty of Pakistan
brought the countries on the verge of war
–the incident of 27th February. Pakistan’s
ruthless response to India’s hegemonic
agenda decimated the Indian ambitions
and later the wise decisions deescalated
the situation between the two countries.
However, India did not stop here, it abrogated Article 370 on 5th August 2019
and took away the autonomy of the occupied territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
This illegal and inhuman action by the
Indian government worsened the ties between the two countries.
Since August 2019, the ties between
Pakistan and India went from worse to
worst. Therefore, the recent meeting
of the India-Pakistan Permanent Indus
Commission is interpreted as a thaw in
relations. Prime Minister Imran Khan
and Army Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa in which they reiterated Pakistan’s
position on the relationship with India
and called for resolution of the disputes
through dialogues see the next week’s
meeting as an important development in
the wake of recent statements. Both the
Pakistani leaders have nonetheless asked
India to take the first step by agreeing to
resolve the Kashmir issue according to
the wishes of its people.
The meeting of PIC was held in New
Delhi and the Pakistani side was led by
Syed Muhammad Mehar Ali Shah, Pakistan Commissioner for Indus Waters. The
issues related to the IWT were discussed
during the meeting. Pakistan side reiterated its objections to the Indian projects including Pakal Dul, Lower Kulnai,
Durbuk Shyok and Nimu Chilling. The
construction of the controversial Pakal
Dul Dam is currently underway on a tributary of the River Chenab by the Indian
authorities in the Kishtwar district of
Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan side also
urged the Indian side to share data of
water flows as per the provisions of the
IWT following the practice in vogue since
1989. Pakistan side emphasized the importance of early resolution of the outstanding issues in accordance with the
provisions of the IWT. Both sides agreed
to make endeavours to resolve the issues,
conduct tours of inspection and hold the
next meeting of the Commission in Pakistan at an early date.
The rare development between
Pakistan and India is a good sign but it
should not be taken a decisive move that

can change the Indian course of action.
The ruling party, BJP, in India, thrives on
Anti-Pakistan and Anti-Muslim rhetoric. The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, has been whipping up ideas
to scrap the Indus Waters Treaty. The
construction of hydropower projects is
aimed to restrict water supply and sabotage the treaty. Therefore, Pakistan
should be proactive in dealing with the
water issue with India.  
The current government in Pakistan
has given attention to how to deal with
this crisis. It is important to note that the
construction of dams is underway, the
government should build the dams on an
urgent basis. The construction of dams
should be made a top priority by the
government. Moreover, Pakistan should
initiate active diplomatic and academic
campaigns to present its point of view on
the Indian violations of IWT which would

not only gather the attention of the world
but also mitigate the misinformation
which is being propagated by the Indian
government-sponsored media outlets
and think-tanks.
India is in a weak position to revoke
the Indus Waters Treaty due to strong
provisions in the treaty. If India chooses to violate the treaty, Pakistan has the

The current government in
Pakistan has given attention
to how to deal with this
crisis. It is important to
note that the construction
of dams is underway, the
government should build the
dams on an urgent basis. The
construction of dams should
be made a top priority by the
government.
option to use legal and diplomatic means
to deter Indian hegemonic and illegal
moves against Pakistan. As a last resort,
Pakistan can use the right of “necessary
countermeasure” complying with the law
of self-defence. In self-defence, Pakistan
can remove any headwork, dams, or other diversionary installations in Indian
illegally occupied Kashmir that illegally
restrict the flow of Western Rivers into
its territory.
In short, the 116th meeting of the
India-Pakistan Permanent Water Commission is perceived as a thaw in relations between India and Pakistan. It is a
good sign that the government of India
has accepted Pakistan’s request to resolve the issues through dialogues. This
rare development can be considered as a
small step in the right direction but the
history of Indian lies and illegal actions
suggests that Pakistan needs to be very
cautious and should be proactive while
dealing with the BJP-led government
of India which has gained power by using Hindutva Ideology, Anti-Pakistan and
Anti-Muslim slogans.  
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Export - Oriented
Economic Growth:

Prospects for Pakistan
he developing world is striving
to achieve high economic growth
and the developed world is endeavoring to maintain the established economy. However, the high economic growth remains the major concern
for both worlds. Every country, whether
it is developing or developed, uses different strategies to achieve high economic
growth. Pakistan is no exception. Pakistan has been using different strategies
to achieve its dream to become a strong
economy for over several decades but
these strategies could not produce desired outcomes. The country’s economy
has been surviving on external debt and
foreign aid. The major structural issues
and the unwillingness of the leadership
further deteriorated the economic conditions of the country. The present government of Pakistan has adopted the policy
of export-oriented growth and is aggressively working to save the crippling economy of Pakistan. It is important to note
that this policy has generated positive
results so far, but the objective of high
economic growth is still a long way to go.
Export-led economic growth is a
strategy that helps to speed up the industrialization process of a country by
exporting goods for which the country
has a comparative advantage. It is also
about opening the domestic markets to
foreign competition in exchange for market access in other countries. The adaptation of this strategy by the government
of Pakistan is generating positive results.
The textile sector is the largest
contributor to Pakistani exports. The
timely reopening of industrial sectors
by the government of Pakistan after the
nation-wide lockdown and their policy
to encourage exports, have played a central role in the dramatic rise of the textile
and clothing exports in last few months.
According to the Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS), textile and clothing ex-
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ports have increased over eight percent
to $8.76 billion on a year-on-year basis
in the seven months of the current fiscal
year.

Despite COVID lockdowns,
Pakistani exports especially
textile and IT exports have
witnessed exponential
growth in recent months.

Moreover, the global textile trade
that stands at $837 billion had an average growth rate of 0.1% over the last decade. When it comes to the global market
for textile sector exports, it is dominated
by China, which accounts for over 32%
of overall textile exports, valued at $266
billion. Presently, Pakistan’s share is only
1.6% in the world textile trade, but it
has the potential to increase its share if
government supports the industry and
investors increase the production capacity. The Government of Pakistan is also
working on a ‘Textile Policy’ that will increase the country’s textile exports target to $25.3 billion by 2025 and up to $50
billion by 2030.
The implementation of this Textile
Policy is essential and eagerly awaited, as it will lead to the streamlining of
recent export
growth and allow continued
expansion
in
the textile sector. The proposed package
carries special
duty-drawback
rates, rationalization of duty
on the textile
value
chain,
and subsidy on

long-term loans and development of the
sector. The policy aims to reduce the input cost of the textile and clothing sector
and make it competitive with the regional players.
The lockdowns, owing to the global
pandemic, were disastrous for the businesses and economies around the world.
However, the lockdown associated with
the coronavirus outbreak pushed people toward cyberspace to meet their social and economic needs. Consequently,
there has been a significant increase in
the demand of IT services. Pakistan has
also witnessed a significant rise in its IT
exports in the previous year.
The IT exports now constitute a
third of Pakistan’s total export of services but the IT sector has great potential
to grow at a very good pace which can
significantly contribute to Pakistan’s goal
towards high economic growth. According to a report by the Overseas Investors
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(OICCI), Pakistan has the potential to
enhance its IT exports up to $10 billion.
The report further stated, “By digitizing
most, if not all, key segments of the economy could boost IT exports to $10 billion
annually, provide a significant growth to
gross domestic product (GDP), attract
billions of dollars in foreign direct investment (FDI) and create new jobs within a

short period”.
Similarly, another promising domain for ameliorating the
economic growth of the country,
through exports, is the fishery
sector. The demand of the seafood has increased significantly
over the period, marking that
the fishery sector of Pakistan
can produce surprising results
in next three to five years and
strengthen the national economy
if the government and investors
focus on the blue economy. The
exports and preservation of fish amounts
for over $451 million but given vast fishing resources available in the country,
current foreign earnings are far below
the threshold of consummation. With the
assistance of the Government of Pakistan, like through provision of subsidies,
the country can levitate fish and seafood
exports to a billion dollars industry within next three to five years. However, with
a consideration of sustainability factor,
exploiting the resource systemically, and
attracting investors in the nascent domain of fisheries and marine resources.
Last but not the least, Agriculture
sector of Pakistan also holds a significant importance in the economic growth
strategy and rending the country as export-based economy. It contributes 18.9
percent to the national GDP and absorbs
42.3 percent of labour force. It is also an
important source of foreign exchange
earnings and stimulates growth in other
sectors. Apart from exporting food crops
like rice, wheat and corn, and citrus, the
country is also known for its quality cash
crops like cotton, sugarcane, tobacco etc.
The agriculture sector has been a dominating contributor to Pakistan’s economy
since independence but the performance
of this sector has witnessed a significant
decline due to political, climate, social,
and environmental problems. Lack of
advancements and technological disuse
has further deteriorated the situation. If
the government of Pakistan incentivise
the farmers and provide technological
support to them, the agriculture sector
has the potential to become the leading
industry in the national exports and ultimately will have its trickledown effect
on the poverty alleviation and expediting
the national economic growth.
It is pertinent to mention that the
government of Pakistan is working to
incorporate agriculture sector in the
broader CPEC framework. China has
approved technical assistance for 13
mega-agriculture sector projects under
CPEC and it is appreciable that the government of Pakistan is now taking prac-

tical measures to achieve desired growth
in this sector. China is the most populous
country in the world with a 1.39 billion
population and even though it is the leading country in agriculture production, to
fulfil the food needs of its gigantic population is a great challenge it imports a
high amount of agricultural goods from
different countries. China spends more
than 100 billion USD on agricultural imports every year and Pakistan’s share in
these imports is almost negligible. CPEC

Pakistan’s IT exports
surged 38 percent to $1.1
billion in the first seven
months of the current
fiscal year of 2020/21
Pakistan Software
Export Board (PSEB)

offers opportunities to export agricultural goods to China –last year the country’s
food imports accounted for 115.1 million
tonnes of grain. Through increased connectivity, Pakistan can increase its agricultural exports to China. It is a win-win
situation for both China and Pakistan.
Due to low transport costs, China should
import agricultural goods from Pakistan.
In the pursuit of this strategy of export-oriented growth, Special Exclusive

Economic Zones (SEZs) are also
being constructed under CPEC
in Pakistan. These economic
zones will not only reduce the
imports in Pakistan but will
also significantly increase Pakistan’s exports. The government
of Pakistan has announced incentives for Special Economic
Zones which will enhance the
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
in the country. For instance, the
SEZs will be exempted from all taxes on
income for 5 years for developers and 10
years for enterprises. The government
of Pakistan has expedited its efforts to
generate the desired results from the
proposed special economic zones in the
country. Recently, Asad Umar, the Federal
Minister for Planning, Development, Reforms, and Special Initiatives has visited
FIEDMC. During his visit, he has said that
Allama Iqbal Industrial City will be completed on a war footing so that process
of industrial development can be further
accelerated.
To conclude, the macroeconomic indicators and economic diplomacy agenda of the government of Pakistan hint
that the country is moving in the right
direction. The strategy of export-oriented economic growth is generating
positive results for Pakistan’s economy,
which has been facing severe crises for
over several decades. While focusing on
exports and keeping the impetus of the
upward trajectory, the decision makers
will have to map a strategy to overcome
the trade-deficits, focus on sustainable
economic policies, and create fiscal space
for investment in human capital and improved human security. Moreover, the
success of this export-led strategy will
help Pakistan to get rid of the chains of
external/internal debts and foreign aids
which often have a detrimental impact
on Pakistan’s foreign policy.
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Mutually Advantageous Partnership
he deep-rooted historic, cultural, economic and religious
ties of both countries underpin the bilateral relations of
Pakistan and Turkmenistan.
Pakistan was among the first
few countries to formally recognize the
independent and sovereign status of
Turkmenistan and since its independence, both nations are working together in the sphere of diplomacy, economy,
science and technology and numerous
other areas. The epitome of shared vision
and aspiration of augmenting bilateral
ties is evident from up to 50 agreements
and MoU’s signed between both states.
From the cooperation at regional
and international forums, like the UN,
SCO, OIC etc., Ashgabat and Islamabad
seem to share the same vision and understanding of global issues. While observing the underlying resolve in bolstering
the bilateral ties, the socio-economic interaction, connectivity projects, and regional peace and stability are the leading
factors of relations between both states.

stan, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan (1996), MoU of establishing an
Energy Interconnection System between
Pakistan and Turkmenistan (1999), and
Gas Pipeline Agreements between Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India (TAPI) in 2008 and 2010.
In terms of economic ties, both
countries realize the potential of trade
and investments and economic cooperation between both states. This is why
both, Pakistan and Turkmenistan are
focusing on connectivity through roads,
railways, and air links via Afghanistan,
and retained several MoU’s and agreements between their ministries and
chamber of commerce. Both have established a Joint Commission on Economic Cooperation in 2015, and Turkmenistan-Pakistan Joint Business Council
(JBC) in 2019. Moreover, to yield a strong
economic bond, both have inked agreements to avoid double taxation on income and to share financial intelligence
related to money laundering and terror
financing. Similarly, with the completion
of the first phase of CPEC, the prospects
At the present stage, the
of collaboration in the field of blue-economy and enhancing the volume of bilatbilateral ties of Turkmenistan eral trade and goodwill are increasing.
Pakistan are characterized by a
Another converging area is the enmutual willingness to enhance
ergy sector, as South Asia is an energy
mutually advantageous partnership. deficient region whereas Central Asia
produces surplus energy. To meet the
Most of the formal agreements signed burgeoning energy demand of South
between both nations in the last 28 years
As the Ambassador of Turkmenistan to
are directed towards enhancing bilateral
trade, cultural exchange, educational coPakistan Atadjan Movlamov said, “Paoperation, technology transfer, and conkistan was poised to become a hub of
necting the landlocked region of Central
economic activities in the region and
Asian Republics with Pakistan.
Turkmenistan
was keen to strengthen its
The current Ambassador of Turktrade ties with it. Pakistan, Afghanistan
menistan to Pakistan recently said in an
interview that, “being a landlocked counand Turkmenistan should consider signtry, Turkmenistan considered Gwadar
ing a transit trade agreement.”
port and Karachi port very important to
promote its trade and exports with other Asia, specifically of Afcountries.”
ghanistan, Pakistan, and
Turkmenistan is naturally endowed India, Turkmenistan can
with huge gas and oil resources, how- provide up to 3,000MW
ever, due to its landlocked geographic electricity with almost
setting and hostile environment in the half the price of electricneighbouring country (Afghanistan), the ity generated in these
country is not able to exploit its natural countries. Similarly, the
resources to the optimum level. However, country can be a source
Turkmenistan is making efforts to export of meeting the high degas, oil and electricity to the regional mands of LPG and natupartners for the last three decades. It is ral gas of the South Asian
also evident from the Joint Gas and Oil region. This converging
Pipeline Agreement (1995), MoU of es- interest could be coutablishing a Gas Pipeline between Paki- pled through connectiv-

ity provided by BRI and CPEC routes.
Turkmenistan discussed the signing of a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) between Gwadar and Turkmen
ports in a Joint Governmental Commission meeting.
In the last few years, education, and
science and technology also became the
The current Ambassador of
Turkmenistan to Pakistan recently
said in an interview that, “being a
landlocked country, Turkmenistan
considered Gwadar port and
Karachi port very important to
promote its trade and exports with
other countries.”

focus area of cooperation between both
brotherly nations. The academic collaboration and agreements signed between
higher education commission institutes
and think tanks include MoU’s between
National University of Modern Languages
(NUML) Pakistan, Magtymguly Turkmen
State University Turkmenistan, Institute
of Peace and Development Studies, Center for Policy Studies COMSATS, Institute
of International Relations MOFA Turkmenistan, and University of Humanities
and Development. Similarly, both states
have inked an agreement of cultural cooperation for the year 2012-14.
A glance at the 28 years of bilateral relations, high-level exchanges, and
common stance of both states in international fora depicts that both, Pakistan and Turkmenistan are committed
to regional peace and development and
share a strong political will. However,
both states should find new avenues
of cooperation and capitalize on the
CPEC, BRI, and Turkmenistan Caspian
Seaport connectivity to further their
ties.
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Pakistan - Kuwait
Fraternal Ties
akistan and Kuwait have fraternal relations for the last 60
years that are firmly rooted
in the shared faith and values.
Kuwait hosts a large Pakistani
community, more than 100,000 Pakistani
expatriates, which is making a positive
contribution to the development of Kuwait and is sending remittances supporting Pakistan’s economy as well. The regular high-level exchanges between both
countries are the epitome of both mutual
desires and shared goals of both Islamic
nations.
Both nations inherited a close relationship due to their predominant Islamic identity but they came closer after Pakistan hosted the second Islamic Summit
in 1974 in Lahore where the leadership
of Muslim countries participated. Kuwait
attaches more importance to its relations
with Pakistan due to the contribution of
Pakistani forces in the liberation of Kuwait in 1991. Similarly, Pakistan Army
Engineer Corps assisted Kuwait in mine
clearance after the Gulf War 1991. Moreover, the Pakistani community played a
pivotal role in the development of the infrastructure of Kuwait.
While looking at the economic and
commercial ties between both nations,
Kuwait’s economy is a hydrocarbon-dependent economy and Pakistan is considered among the major importer of
Kuwaiti black gold. Oil import comprises more than 80% of the total bilateral

Kuwait attaches more
importance to its relations
with Pakistan due to the
contribution of Pakistani
forces in the liberation
of Kuwait in 1991.
-. H. E. Mr Marzouq Ali
M. Al-Ghanim

trade between both nations. According
to the United Nations COMTRADE database on international trade, Pakistan
imports from Kuwait was US$1.25 Billion
during 2019, and apart from the oil im-
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ports, others included plastic, glassware,
organic chemicals, aluminium etc. In the
same year, Kuwait imports from Pakistan
accounted for US$183.21 Million, where
the majority chunk of imports was of
food products, textile, salt, cement and
oilseeds. In addition, more than 100,000
skilled Pakistani workers are currently
working in different sectors of Kuwait
and send remittances back home. In
terms of investment, Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration Company (KUFPEC)
has also been investing in Pakistan since
1987.

Pakistan in crucial time, such as after the
2005 earthquake; Kuwait was the first
country to send aid and later on offered
up to $100million for the reconstruction
of affected areas. Similarly, in the 2010
floods of Pakistan, the Kuwaiti government lifted a long-standing ban on collecting donations in public.
Brotherly relations between both
nations, Pakistan and Kuwait is also evident from the regular high-level exchanges of leaders of both nations and their
support for each other in the international forums like the UN and OIC. Apart

With the completion of the first
phase of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), the prospects of investment of Kuwait in Pakistan heightens and
the matter has been discussed in the recent high-level exchanges of the leadership of both nations. In the hydrocarbon
sector, 51% of Kuwaiti-owned PARCO
vowed to increase its investment in the
pipelines, which will carry diesel and
other white products upcountry from Karachi and Bin Qasim reducing traffic on
our highway and the frequent theft that
occurs when road tankers are used. In addition, Pakistan State Oil (PSO) continues
to have a long-term contract under which
it purchases High-Speed Diesel and other
white products from Kuwait and enjoys
favourable payment terms.
Moreover, Kuwait always helped

from the Ministerial visits, the Presidents
and Prime Ministers of both nations visited each other in the past and reiterated
their commitment to strengthen the ties.
The recent two-day visit of the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs of Kuwait,
His Excellency Sheikh Dr Ahmed Nasser
Al-Mohammed Al-Sabah to Pakistan in
March 2021 on the invitation of Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi is an epitome of cordial relationship between both states. Kuwaiti
Foreign Minister called on PM Imran
Khan for expressing his gratitude for Pakistan’s steadfast support and noted that
the two countries always stood by each
other at a difficult time. This visit comes
in the backdrop of the bilateral meeting
held with Foreign Minister Qureshi on

FM Dr Ahmed Nasser and I
have agreed on a roadmap of
engagements, upgrading
Pakistan-Kuwait
relations across all spheres
and we share a joint focus on
strengthening our #Economic
Diplomacy footprint.
– FM Shah Mahmood Qureshi

the sidelines of the 47th Session of the
OIC Council of Foreign Ministers in Niamey, Niger, in November 2020, where
both two Foreign Ministers agreed to
work closely towards further strengthening and expanding bilateral cooperation in diverse fields. In this nascent visit,
both sides reviewed the entire gamut of
bilateral relations, including cooperation in political, economic, defence, trade

and investment sectors, and workforce
export, and discussed ways to enhance
people-to-people linkages between the
two countries. Matters of travel facilitation, easing the visa regime, and convening the next session of the Joint Ministerial Commission also remained the focus
of the discussion. Similarly, both sides
reaffirmed the resolve to continue close
collaboration in multilateral fora, in particular, the United Nations and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
and expressed their contentment with
the recent bilateral political consultation
between both nations. The Foreign Office
of Pakistan stated, “This visit gives a new
impetus to the existing cordial bilateral
relations and provides a good opportunity to reinvigorate efforts aimed at
strengthening cooperation between the
two countries in diverse fields.”
Before this visit, the Foreign Ministers of both countries visited each other’s countries, met on the sidelines of the
OIC Summit, discussed matters of mutual

interest on the telephone, and vowed to
achieve tangible results in the near future. The Kuwaiti counterpart of Shah
Mahmood Qureshi, Dr Ahmad appreciated the efforts of the government of Pakistan in combating the challenges posed
by a coronavirus, extended Kuwait’s
support for Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
initiative for debt relief, and emphasized
the importance of long-term strategic vision for Kuwait–Pakistan relations.
Before the visit of the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister to Pakistan, the Assistant
Foreign Minister of Asian Affairs Ambassador Ali Suleiman Al-Saeed paid a fourday official visit to Pakistan in February
2021 and held consultations with difference Ministries as part of Bilateral Political Consultations (BPC). The underlying
agenda of this consultation was to review
the entire spectrum of bilateral relations;
collaboration on issues of mutual interest at regional and international forums;
and possibilities for enhanced cooperation in other fields.

What is perhaps less well known
is that the Kuwait Foreign
Petroleum Exploration Company
has been investing in Pakistan and
that, since 1987, its investment
has exceeded $1 billion.
- Najmuddin A. Shaikh
The quintessence of brotherly ties
between both nations is also evident
from the fact that Pakistan’s President
Arif Alvi was among the first heads of
state to travel to Kuwait to offer his personal, and Pakistan’s, condolences on the
passing of Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad
al-Sabah in 2019. Similarly, former PM
Nawaz Sharif and former President Asif
Ali Zardari visited Kuwait in 2017 and
2011 respectively.
On the other side, Kuwait’s Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had undertaken an official
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visit to Pakistan on 10-12 November
2013, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of bilateral
diplomatic relations. H. E. Mr Marzouq
Ali M. Al-Ghanim, Speaker of the National Assembly of the State of Kuwait, along
with a high-level delegation comprising
members of Parliament of Kuwait, visited
Pakistan as well.
In terms of Bilateral Political Consultation, three meetings have been held
so far. The first, one was held in tandem
with the 50th anniversary of the establishment of Diplomatic relations between Kuwait and Pakistan in October
2013. The second bilateral political consultation was convened in 2016, and the
third has been held in January 2021. The
consultation helps both nations review
the ongoing bilateral diplomatic developments, explore the new avenues of collaboration, and identify the bottlenecks
to remove them for enhancing cooperation. Similarly, the Joint Ministerial Commission meetings were held at regular
intervals and the fifth meeting is expected to be held in near future.
Pakistan, being the sixth largest
military power in the world and with its
expertise in counter-terrorism, is also
assisting its Kuwaiti counterpart in defence and eradicating the menace of terrorism. This collaboration is in line with
the Resolution passed by the Parliament
of Pakistan in 2015, which had advised
the Government of Pakistan to enhance
its friendship and cooperation with the
GCC in combating extremism and terrorism. In addition, the retired personnel of
Pakistan Armed Forces, especially the Air
Force are working in Kuwait and there
had been regular high-level exchanges of
leaders of Armed forces of both nations,
such as the former Deputy Chief of the
Air Staff, Air Marshal Shahid Akhtar Alvi
HI (M) visited Kuwait in 2018. Such visits
are a manifestation of the close and fraternal ties between the two countries.
To conclude, the level of bilateral
cooperation between both Islamic nations, especially in the economic and
diplomatic sphere, and the trajectory of
their relations show that the leadership
of both nations accords high importance
to their fraternal relations and aim to
grow their cooperation. However, to take
this bilateral cooperation and political
intimacy to next level, there is a need to
capitalize on the tangible opportunities,
as Pakistan can help overcome Kuwait its
food security issues and similarly, Kuwait
can invest in the CPEC projects and oil refineries.
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Initiating a
direct flight
between Bishkek
and Islamabad
will bolster
the prospects
of trade and
enhance peopleto-people
contacts.

Q. Excellency, how is your experience
in Pakistan?
First of I would like to extend my
gratitude to the Asian Telegraph Team
for arranging this exclusive session. Well
it has been amazing experience in a state
that shares deep rooted historical nexus
and harmonious ties.

Q. Excellency, enlighten us about the
deep-rooted socio-cultural and historical connectivity of Kyrgyz Republic
with Pakistan?
Although Pakistan was among the
first countries to recognize Kyrgyz Republic after its independence from USSR
in 1991 but the relationship dates back to
centuries, to the time of Mughal Empire.
The great king His Majesty Zaheer-ud-Din
Babur hailed from the Ferghana valley,
which is stretched across the present-day
Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan,
and the remnants of his rule such as Babur’s mosque, which is still well-preserved
in the Osh city of Kyrgyzstan and is under
protection of UNESCO. Both nations have
a shared perception and stance towards
many global and regional issues and are
currently cooperating in economy, energy,
education, tourism and several other domains.

Kyrgyz Republic and Pakistan have
close friendly relations since the independence of the former, and in the first
few years of establishing diplomatic relations, both nations signed Bilateral Treaty Agreement (BTI) for the promotion
and expansion of economic ties and ever
since more than 30 MoU’s are signed between both nations. Both, Kyrgyz Republic and Pakistan are endowed with huge
reservoirs of natural resources and highly skilled human resources and there are
Q. What is the status of Kyrgyz-Paki- many areas where both can collaborate.
stan Commission?
Q. How do you look up to the trade beThe inter-governmental Kyrgyz-Pakistan Commission was established in
1994 but to harness its potential for improvement of trade and investment, there
is need to reinvigorate this commission.
Q. Mr. Ambassador, Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan are signatory to Bilateral Treaty Agreement, how far have the both
states gone to preserve the sanctity of
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this agreement?

tween both the states?

Both countries are producing number of products, which could be of great
value in each other’s market and compete
with products of other countries in terms
of affordability and quality. In 2019, the
leaders of both the nations, Imran Khan
and Soronbay Jeenbekov agreed to bolster
their trade on the sidelines of SCO.

Q. Excellency, how do both the states Q. Energy is another sector where the
benefit each other’s economy? Com- interests of both the states converge,
ment in terms of imports and exports. how have both the states demonstratIn terms of exports, Kyrgyzstan is ed this junction?
recognized for organic fruits and vegetables, meat, honey, dairy products, gold,
coal etc. whereas, Pakistan’s major export commodities to Kyrgyzstan are cotton, textile, iron, steel, tea, coffee, pharmaceuticals and machinery.

Q. Excellency, how has being a part of
Eurasian Economic Union benefited
Kyrgyzstan and its trade with Pakistan?
Although, both countries have been
successful in acquiring the EU GSP Plus
status and Kyrgyzstan is an integral part
of the Eurasian Economic Union. However, despite all these initiatives, the trade
potential was not tapped to the optimum
level yet, trade volume of both nations is
still about $4million, and Pakistan’s investment in Kyrgyzstan is $3.5billion.
Q. Excellency, responding to the international organizations, do you
think both the states have similar foreign engagements?

Apart from the United Nations (UN)
and Organization of Islamic Countries
(OIC), both nations are member states
of other international and regional organizations like Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO), and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).
Q. Kyrgyzstan is an energy rich state,
how do you intend to extend your energy power to Pakistan?

Pakistan is an energy deficient
country whereas, Kyrgyzstan is known
for its surplus energy production, utilizing its rich water resources for hydropower production. In this regard, both
the states can go a long way to assist each
other, overcoming their short comings.

A manifestation of this convergence
of interest is the Central Asia South Asia
Electricity Transmission and Trade Programme (CASA)-1000 power project
that will allow for the export of surplus
hydroelectricity from Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Most of the work is completed from their
side and they are looking forward to other partners for completing their side of
work to start the project. This project is
expected to complete by 2023 and it will
produce 1300-megawatt hydel energy.
Q. Excellency, keeping under consideration the geographical contiguity,
how can Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan extend their relations?

Pakistan can support Kyrgyzstan,
a landlocked nation, through providing
shortest and most viable land route access to the Arabian Sea, Middle East and
African markets. In this regard, both the
states along with China and Kazakhstan the medical field. Similarly, both nations
have already signed Quadrilateral Traffic have joined hands in the field of research
and Transit Agreement (QTTA) in 1995. and as a result, University of Central Asia
and Pakistan (UCAP) has been founded
Q. Mr. Ambassador; Share with us; in Islamabad.
the significance of QTTA?
Q. What is the status of relation beQuadrilateral Traffic and Transit tween the Kyrgyz Republic and PakiAgreement (QTTA), is a 3700-kilome- stan?
ter long transit trade route, which will
Other areas of cooperation apart
connect the landlocked Central Asian
partners (Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan) from the discussed ones between both
with China and then to the Karachi and Asian countries are; tourism, mediGwadar ports of Pakistan under China cine, food industry and climate change,
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The the embodiment of close ties between
significance of QTTA is that it connects both nations is evident from the regular
Central Asian region to the hot waters by high-level exchange visits between both
circumnavigating Afghanistan, a country nations.
suffering from insecurity due to war on Q. How do you see the defense coopterror from last two decades.
eration between both the states?
Q.
Excellency;
Closer defense cooperation beEducating youth is tween both nations will further enrich
the biggest success a the brotherly bond between both the
state could achieve, states. Chief of General Staff of the Armed
how has both the Forces of the Kyrgyz Republic major genstates
addressed eral R.Duishembiev paid an official visit
this cause?
to Pakistan in March 2018 and Chairman
Education sec- Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee of Pakitor is also playing its stan General Nadeem Raza is expected to
role in bolstering the visit Kyrgyzstan in future.
bilateral relations of
Q. Excellency, how according to
both nations. Such as Kyrgyzstan both the states work on
the quality of higher people-to-people contact?
education of KyrgyzInitiating a direct flight between
stan, thousands of
Bishkek
and Islamabad will bolster the
Pakistani
students
prospects
of trade and enhance peoare studying in the
ple-to-people
contacts.
country, especially in
April 2021 Melange | 33

World

Leader

ecep Tayyip Erdogan is the incumbent President of Turkey,
a visionary leader, and modern Turkey’s longest-serving
ruler. He was born in Istanbul
on February 26, 1954, and got his early
education from Kasımpaşa Piyale Primary School. Afterwards, he joined Imam
Hatip School Istanbul in 1973. Although
Erdogan had a keen interest in social
and political issues since high school and
became the Head of Youth Branch of an
Islamist National Salvation party after he
graduated from Marmara University’s in
Economics and AdministratiVe Sciences,
he formally stepped into the political arena. In 1983, Recep Tayyib Erdogan joined
a newly established Welfare Party and
the next year he was elected the Beyoglu District Head of the Welfare Party. In
1985, he was elected as the Istanbul Provincial Head of the Welfare Party and a
member of the Central Executive Board
of the party. It is pertinent to mention
that being the Party Head of Istanbul
Province, he developed a new organizational structure, which later served as
a model for other political parties. He
initiated many projects that aimed at
urging the participation of women and
youth in politics. Due to his struggle and
performance, the Welfare Party achieved
great success during the mayoral elec-

tions held in 1989. Erdogan was elected
the Mayor of Metropolitan Istanbul after
local elections held on March 27, 1994.
Being a Mayor, he came out with a pragmatic approach to deal with the chronic
issues of Istanbul, such as laying hundreds of kilometres of new pipeline for
solving the water crisis, building bridges, freeways and passageways to deal
with the issue of traffic congestion and
transportation
deadlock. It is
worthy
to
mention that
Erdogan accomplished
a
breakthrough
in
municipal
history and
became an
example to
emulate by
his successors.

A
breakaway
group of the Virtue
Party, which was shut
down by the courts
in 2001, resulted in
the formation of Erdogan’s AK Party. In
2007, his party won
the
parliamentary
elections. In 2011,
Erdogan’s party won
327 seats in the parliament and Recep

Tayyip Erdogan became the Prime Minister of Turkey. Later in 2014, he was
elected as the President before seeking
another term in office with more expanded powers.
The major setback in his political
career emerged in June 2015 elections
when his party managed to win most of
the votes but unfortunately lost its overall majority for the first time. Instead
of developing a coalition, he called new
elections in November 2015 resulted in a
major success by his party to restore its
position.
In April 2017, Erdogan decided to
go for a referendum on a new constitution mainly focusing on abolishing the
office of Prime Minister though it was a
comparatively narrow win. General elections in Turkey held on 24 June 2018,
marking the country’s transition from
a parliamentary system to a presidential one.
From his modest beginning, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has grown into a political prodigy over the period. He reshaped
Turkey more than any leader since Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. His achievement
is evident from the fact that when he
became PM in 2003, the lira (Turkish
currency) rate was 1.6 to the US dollar
and now it is 0.13 USD. His early years
in power are a spectacle of development and expansion. Due to his great
achievements, Erdogan and his political
party Turkey has witnessed an average growth rate of 7.5 percent between
2002 and 2011. On the other hand, due
to falling inflation and interest rates, domestic consumption further boosted in
the same tenure. The first period of the
AKP’s rule gave Turkey 10 years of social
peace, political constancy, improving the
livelihood of people, stronger democracy,
and the rule of law.
In short, President Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan has changed the political face of
Turkey, with significant results to show
for it, certainly a flourishing domestic
economy and improved international
prestige. Indeed, he is a man of his words
and voice of voiceless.
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‘Engaging the World’

Ramzy Baroud
Ramzy Baroud is a
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Romana Rubeo
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Italian writer and the
Managing Editor of
The Palestine Chronicle.

The ‘Fascinating Story’ of
Hamas’s Political Evolution
n February 4, representatives
from the Palestinian Movement,
Hamas, visited Moscow to inform the Russian government of
the latest development on the unity talks
between the Islamic Movement and its Palestinian counterparts, especially Fatah.
This was not the first time that
Hamas’s officials travelled to Moscow on
similar missions. Moscow continues to
represent an important political breathing
space for Hamas, which has been isolated
by Israel’s Western benefactors. Involved
in this isolation are also several Arab governments which, undoubtedly, have done
very little to break the Israeli siege on Gaza.
The Russia-Hamas closeness is already paying dividends. On February 17,
shipments of the Russian COVID-19 vaccine, Sputnik V, have made it to Gaza via
Israel, a testament to that growing rapport.
While Russia alone cannot affect a
complete paradigm shift in the case of Palestine, Hamas feels that a Russian alternative to the blind and conditional American
support for Israel is possible, if not urgent.
Recently, we interviewed Dr Daud Abdullah, the author of ‘Engaging the World:
The Making of Hamas’s Foreign Policy’,
and Mr Na’eem Jeenah, Director of the Afro-Middle East Center in Johannesburg,
publisher of Dr Abdullah’s book.
Abdullah’s volume on Hamas offers a
unique take on Hamas, liberating the discussion on the Movement from the confines of the reductionist Western media’s
perception of Hamas as a terrorist - and
of the counterclaims, as well. In this book,
Hamas is viewed as a political actor, whose
armed resistance is only a component in a
complex and far-reaching strategy.

On Hamas’s ‘Strategic Balance’

In his book, Abdullah writes about the
1993 Oslo Accords, which represented a
watershed moment, not only for Hamas but
also for the entire Palestinian liberation
struggle. The shift towards a US-led ‘peace
processes compelled Hamas to maintain a
delicate balance “between strategic objectives and tactical flexibility.”  Mr Jeenah, an
accomplished writer himself, also spoke of
the “delicate balance,” and added that it is
difficult to maintain because, at this stage,
when movements are regarded as liberation movements, they need to have higher
moral and ethical standards than governments. For some reason, we expect that
rael and the Palestinians, Hamas sees the governments have to make difficult choices
developing Russian role as a rare opportu- but, with liberation movements, we do not,
nity to break away from the US-Israel im- because they are all about idealism and
posed isolation.
creating an ideal society, etc.”

In the Israeli wars
on Gaza in 2008,
2012 and 2014,
Hamas, along with
other armed groups
had no other option
but to WhyAsRussia?
Moscow continues to cement its
defend the civilian presence in the region by offering itself as
a political partner and, compared with the
population,
US, a more balanced mediator between Is36 | Melange April 2021

“Russia was a member of the Quartet
that was set up in 2003 but as a member
of the UN Security Council, it always could
inform the discourse on Palestine,” Abdullah said, adding that in light of “the gradual
demise of American influence, Russia realized that there was an emerging vacuum
in the region, particularly after the (Arab)
uprisings.”
“Concerning Hamas and Russia the
relationship took off after the (Palestinian)
elections in 2006 but it was not Hamas’s
initiative, it was Putin who, in a press conference in Madrid after the election, said
that he would be willing to host Hamas’s
leadership in Moscow. Because Russia is
looking for a place in the region.”
Hamas’s willingness to engage with
the Russians has more than one reason,
chief among them is the fact that Moscow,
unlike the US, refused to abide by Israel’s
portrayal of the Movement. “The fundamental difference between Russia and
America and China ... is that the Russians
and the Chinese do not recognize Hamas
as a ‘terrorist organization’; they have never done so, unlike the Americans, and so
it made it easy for them to engage openly
with Hamas,” Abdullah said.

Jeenah uses the South Africa anti-apartheid struggle, which, in many ways, is
comparable to the Palestinian quest for
freedom, to illustrate his point: “When
the liberation movement in South Africa was exiled, they took a similar kind of
position. While some of them might have
had a particular allegiance to the Soviet
Union or China, some of them also had
strong operations in European countries,
which they regarded as part of the bigger
empire. Nevertheless, they had the freedom to operate there. Some of them operated in other African countries where
there were dictatorships and they got
protection from those states.”

pation, followed by liberation, instead of
the other way around?  
Jeenah spoke of this dichotomy:
“On the one hand, elections are an opportunity for Palestinians to express
their choices. On the other hand, what
is the election? We are not talking about
a democratic election for the State, but
for a Bantustan authority, at greater restraints than the South African authority.” Because the Israeli “occupying power
will not make the mistake it did the last
time. It will not allow such freedom (because of which) Hamas (had) won the
elections. I don’t think Israel is going to
allow it now.”
Yet there is a silver lining in this unHamas and the Question of Na- promising scenario. According to Jeenah,
tional Unity
“I think the only difference this election
Abdullah lists six principles in his could make is allowing some kind of recbook that guide Hamas’s political agen- onciliation between Gaza and the West
da. One of these guiding principles is the Bank.”
“search for common ground.”
In addressing the question of Pales- Hamas, the ICC and War Crimes
tinian factionalism, we contended that,
Then, there is the urgent question
while Fatah has failed at creating a com- of the anticipated war crime investigamon, nominally democratic platform for tion by the International Criminal Court
Palestinians to interact politically, Hamas (ICC). Yet, when the ICC agreed to considcould not be blameless. If that is the case, er allegations of war crimes in Palestine,
can one then assert that Hamas has suc- chances are not only alleged Israeli war
ceeded in its search for the elusive com- criminals are expected to be investigated,
mon ground?
but the probe could potentially consider
Abdullah answers: “Let me begin the questioning of Palestinians (Hamas),
with what happened after the elections as well.
in 2006. Although Hamas won convincAbdullah said, pointing out that the
ingly and they could have formed a gov- “overriding concept” is that the Moveernment, they decided to opt for a gov- ment “believes in the principle of interernment of national unity. They offered national law.”
to (Palestinian Authority President)
If Hamas “can restore the rights
Mahmoud Abbas and to (his party) Fa- of the Palestinian people through legal
tah to come into a government of nation- channels, then it will be much easier for
al unity. They did not want to govern by the Movement, rather than having to opt
themselves. And that, to me, is emblem- for the armed struggle,” Abdullah assertatic of their vision, their commitment to ed.
national unity.”
But the question of national unity, Understanding Hamas
however coveted and urgently required,
Undoubtedly, it is crucial to underis not just controlled by Palestinians.
stand Hamas, not only as part of the Pal“The PLO is the one that signed the estine-related academic discourse but in
Oslo Accords,” Abdullah said, “and I think the everyday political discourse concernthis is one of Hamas’s weaknesses: as ing Palestine, in fact, the entire region.
much as it wants national unity and a reJeenform of the PLO, the fact of the matter is ah argued
Israel and the West will not allow Hamas that Abto enter into the PLO easily because this d u l l a h ’ s
would be the end of Oslo.”
book
is
not necOn Elections under Military Oc- e s s a r i l y
cupation
an “introOn January 15, Abbas announced d u c t o r y
an official decree to hold Palestinian text to the
elections, first presidential, then legisla- H a m a s
tive, then elections within the PLO’s Pal- Movement
estine National Council (PNC), which has but it fohistorically served as a Palestinian par- cuses on
liament in exile. The first phase of these the develelections is scheduled for May 22. How- opment of
ever, will this solve the endemic problem H a m a s ’ s
of Palestinian political representation? f o r e i g n
Moreover, is this the proper historical policy. Its
evolution of national liberation move- s i g n i f i ments - democracy under military occu- cance is

that there is not a text that deals specifically with Hamas’s foreign policy. This
book presents Hamas as a real political
actor.”
Commenting on the book, leading
Israeli historian, Professor Ilan Pappé,
wrote, “This book challenges successfully the common misrepresentation of
Hamas in the West. It is a must-read for
anyone engaged with the Palestine issue
and interested in an honest introduction
to this important Palestinian Movement.”

Abdullah wrote, “Hamas sees
foreign relations as an integral
and important part of its political
ideology and liberation strategy.
Soon after the Movement
emerged, foreign policies were
developed to help its leaders
and members navigate this
tension between idealism and
realism. This pragmatism is
evident in the fact that Hamas
was able to establish relations
with the regimes of Muammar
Gaddhafi in Libya and Bashar
al-Assad in Syria, both of whom
were fiercely opposed to the
Muslim Brotherhood.” In our
interview, Abdullah elaborated:
“From the very beginning,
Hamas
adopted
certain
principles for its international
relations and, later on, in the
formation of a foreign policy.
Among these, there is a question
of maintaining its independence
of
decision-making;
nonalignment in conflicting blocks,
avoidance of interference in the
affairs of other states.”
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Food Security
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Recently premier Imran
Khan has expressed the
views at the Islamabad
Security Dialogue and
launched the National
Security Division’s
(NSD). He categorically
said, “We are slowly
realizing that national
security relates to areas
which no one thinks
about. National security
today includes many
aspects that have been
ignored in previous
decades, including
climate change, food
security and economic
prosperity”.
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as a NonTraditional
Security
Challenge for

Pakistan

eing an important country of
South Asia, Pakistan covers
an area of 796,095 km. and
the population of the country
is more than 212 million people, which
makes it the sixth most populous country in the world. If we further segregate
the population into urban and rural areas,
64% of the population belongs to the rural
areas and the growth rate of the population is high in the country. Pakistan has a
labour force of 65.5 million and a labour
force participation rate of 44%. It is pertinent to mention that almost 39% of the
country’s labour force is associated with
the agriculture sector. Here we need to
know that 30% of men whereas 67 % of
women are involved in agriculture sector being labourers. Once it comes to the
Human development index, Pakistan has
a medium score. The gross cropped area
within the country consists of 22.6 million
hectares out of the total 79.6 million hectares. When it comes to irrigation system,
one of the largest irrigation canal systems
in the world irrigates 80% of the cultivated area of Pakistan. Around 90 % of farms
are less than 5 hectares out of a total of 8.3
million farms. These small farms amount
to 48% of the arable land. It is evident that
the economy of Pakistan is mostly agriculture-based and contributes a share of 18.5
% in the country’s GDP.
Besides its implication to the economy, the agriculture sector has been essential for domestic food accessibility and
self-reliance. However, there is stillroom
for more food accessibility, which has not
been achieved yet in Pakistan, mostly for
financial and social reasons. There are
no standardized rules to measure food
insecurity in the country. The food security targets are not made part of the 11th
Five Year Plan 2013-18; however, it only
includes an objective statement about reducing food insecurity. Likewise, Vision

2025 also did not include any suitable
benchmark for food security.
As per a recent survey conducted
by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
amid COVID-19, 40% of Pakistani households are facing moderate or severe food
insecurity. On a wide level, Pakistan has
also been facing food security issues over
the past few years, although the country is
self-sufficient in major staple foods. The
pandemic further worsens the situation
in this regard. As we know that, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were
adopted across the globe in 2015 and their
attainment is one of the greatest challenge
across the globe. Goal-2 is to eradicate
hunger from the planet by using the occurrence of Undernourishment and Food
Insecurity Experience Scale (FIES) as the
key indicators. The incumbent Government in Pakistan has now also adopted
these and incorporated them in its 12th
Five Year Plan 2018-23 to aim and calculate the level of food security in the country. This is indeed an imperative initiative
in this regard since food insecurity seems
to be increasing in the country and timely
measures can control the situation.
As per the 18th constitutional
amendment, the functions of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MINFA) were
handed over to the provinces on June 30,
2011. The Government of Pakistan established the Ministry of National Food Security and Research (MNFSR) after realizing
the significance of attaining and maintaining national food security and enhanced
execution of un-devolved functions on
26th October 2011. To deal with the challenge of food insecurity, the Government
of Pakistan has taken the initiative to devise a national food security policy but
over time things have changed and the
need to formulate or revamp the national
food security policy has become an urgent
necessitate.

The Prevalence of Undernourishment and the Prevalence of Moderate and
Severe food Insecurity are the two indicators used to monitor Target 2.1 under the
global SDGs monitoring framework. The
POU was also the major indicator used to
check the World Food Summit target and
the Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
1C target was based on the Eradication of
severe hunger and poverty. Internationally, three-year averages are used while
reporting POU for each country. Once
POU is estimated it is based on the information on the allocation level of dietary
energy consumption among the population. This is something having dissimilarity with the predictable distribution
of dietary energy needs based on the sex,
age, body masses and physical activity
level of the said population. To create the
probability mentioning that the habitual
food utilization of the average individual in the population may not succeed to
cover the dietary energy mandatory for
a vigorous and healthy life. In short, POU
permit to estimate of the number of people who have not been able to get enough
dietary energy but it does not provide
any information regarding the quality of
the diets and only based on information
about dietary energy adequacy. Dissimilar to the POU, FIES is measured while
based on people’s direct responses to
queries regarding their admittance to the
food of sufficient quality and quantity.
While infusing FIES it becomes easy to
measure the number of people who do
not have access when it comes to nutritious and adequate food, owing to lack of
resources or other causes.
According to the report of FAO,
which use an internationally decided statistical model to estimate and measure
POU, over the past 15 years, Pakistan has
fallen from 25.8% in 2001-03, to 20.3%
in 2016-18 regarding POU. The POU has
decreased since 2001-03 with a lessening that has been more pronounced up to
2007-09, then remaining at around 20%
since. Notwithstanding the decrease in
POU, the projected number of Undernourished people has enlarged from
37.6 million in 2002-04 to 40 million in
2016-18, because of solid population
enlargement over the same period. The
stagnancy in the POU and the increase
in the undernourished population since
2008-10 is a repercussion of many linked
events such as floods, draughts as well as
inflation in the country in the past few
years. All these events as a whole affected the efforts to fight out hunger in the
country.
According to the report published
in 2019 by the Ministry of food in collab-

oration with its partner organizations,
the investigation of POU by provinces
showed that apart from Balochistan, POU
has reduced in other three provinces
since 2011-12. On the other hand, many
parts of the country faced widespread
floods in 2010, which appear to have
contributed to the increase in elevated
POU between 2010-11 as well as 201112. In 2015- 16, the POU was lowest in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, followed by Punjab, Sindh and Balochistan. Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa registered steady
refuse since 2011-12, in Balochistan POU
augmented, whereas Sindh had a mixed
picture, after an early decline, POU in
Sindh enlarged since 2013-14. The issue
seemed to be of real concern with regards to Balochistan province. Therefore,
it is also very important to mention that
with increased poverty, limited access to
food as well as access to nutritious food,
the menace of malnutrition is threatening the lives of many Pakistanis. There is

a dire need to take more actions to curb
hunger in rural areas of Sindh and Balochistan.
Regardless of enormous food production, the National Nutrition Survey of
2018 discovered that 36.9% of the population in Pakistan is food insecure. Therefore, the matter of food insecurity should
be given great importance for undertaking pertinent measures. PM Imran Khan
in his first speech highlighted the issue of
malnutrition but still, there is not enough
that has been pragmatically done to deal
with the issue of chronic food insecurity

in Pakistan. Although recently PM has
announced to introduce a new food security policy that is highly recommended. Previously the FAO also emphasized
the need for collaboration between developing countries from the region so to
improve agricultural outcomes as well
as share experiences among the regional
countries to restrain hunger. There is an
evident need for agricultural collaboration with an agenda of dropping poverty.
It should also be something to focus on
that without improving the distribution
of wealth, the issue of hunger cannot be
addressed amicably. Unfortunately, in the
South Asian region food distributive inequalities are drastic. Urgent efforts are
required to cope with this problem.
To increase the Agriculture growth,
more initiative should be introduced.
This can be done through the adaptation of evolved farming techniques. More

training sessions of farmers should be infused. To deal with the issues of climate
change, there should be a roadmap of
actions and include the methods to deal
with any such situation affecting the Agriculture and food security of the country.
The livestock sector should also be given
attention since it plays an important role
in the food security of a country.
This is something encouraging that
the current government is well aware of
all these challenges and feels the need to
cope with them.
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“Emerging Technologies
and Human Security”
March 25, 2021
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad organized a webinar
on the subject of “Emerging Technologies and Human Security” on March 25, 2021. The panelist
of webinar included Dr Attiq-ur-Rehman and Ms
Amna Malik. A number of people from different
professions, such as human rights advocates, digital transformation leaders, academia and students
from across the country joined the thoughtful discussion where panelist shed light on the implications of lethal autonomous weapon systems on human security and need for devising international
humanitarian law related to it.

“REIMAGINING GOVERNMENT
IN THE DIGITAL AGE”
March 28, 2021
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad organized a virtual
conference on the Digital Governance on March
28, 2021 titled “Reimagining the Government in
the Digital Age”. The panelist of webinar included two experts on the digital governance, namely
Prof. Robert Krimmer and Mohamed J Sear, and
Advisor of COPAIR Mr Khalid Latif. A number of
people from different walks of life, such as human
rights advocates, digital transformation leaders,
academia and students from across the country
joined the riveting discussion. The one and a halflong session was organized to gather insights
about digital governance, to highlight the opportunities and challenges, and further the agenda of
digitalization of public services in Pakistan.
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In investiture ceremony
with reference to Pakistan Day, President COPAIR and Editor-in-Chief
Melange Int’l Magazine
Ms. Amna Malik conferred with “Pride of
Pakistan Award” for her
remarkable services for
national policy advocacy
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Editor-in-Chief
Mélange Int’l Magazine and

President COPAIR
bestowed with

“Pride of Pakistan Award”

and efforts for societal empowerment-reported by the Asian Telegraph. It is pertinent to mention that earlier she had been
awarded President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi and the Prime Minister of Malaysia Mahathir Mohammad for her extraordinary
efforts and contributions for Pakistan. It is noted that President Dr Arif Alvi has conferred Pakistan civil awards on prominent
personalities including foreign nationals in recognition of their services in different fields including medicines, education, social
services, and fine arts and for showing gallantry in the war against terrorism and during the coronavirus pandemic.
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PAKISTAN NAVY

SHIP NASR

DELIVERS FOOD COMMODITIES
TO NIGER AND BENIN

Pakistan Navy Ship NASR visited Cotonou Port of Benin as part of Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) mission to African countries. Upon arrival at Cotonou (Benin), PNS NASR was received by Ambassador of
Pakistan at Niger HE Mr Ahmed Ali Sirohey along with Honorary Consular of Pakistan, Defence Attache of Pakistan in
Nigeria, and host naval officials. Previously, the ships also visited Djibouti and Sudan port during the deployment.

As a gesture of solidarity and friendship, PNS
NASR delivered food aid at Niger and Benin
during ceremonies held at Port Cotonou. The
events were attended by high level government
and military officials of Niger and Benin including
Deputy Minister for Humanitarian Assistance and
Disaster Management of Niger, Deputy Director
of Benin Presidency Office, Ambassador of Niger
at Benin, General Secretary of Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Benin and Ambassador of Pakistan to
Niger. The Officials of both countries paid special
tribute and thanked Government of Pakistan and
Pakistan Navy for the kind gesture and provision
of humanitarian assistance. Earlier, Pakistan Navy
Ship NASR also handed over similar food aid support for the people of Djibouti and Sudan.

Last month, Pakistan Navy Ship
NASR visited Djibouti and Sudan
ports as part of Overseas Deployment to the African region. As a
gesture of goodwill and humanitarian support, food aid was handed
over to local authorities in Djibouti
and Sudan. The events for handing
over of rations were attended by
Government and Naval officials of
both the countries.
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Islamabad

Security
Dialogue

The two-day Islamabad Security
Dialogue has ended on Thursday past
week with its clear message to the
world that the country’s national leadership with clear vision and direction is
striving to unveil a new era of regional
peace, stability and development with
Pakistan at the core of all global economic activities amid its geo-economic
location potential. Purpose of this dialogue was to bring together global and
local intelligentsia to debate Pakistan’s
critical national security issues, and
generate ideas shaping global society
and the future of human civilization.
Prime Minister Imran Khan inaugurated the two-day (March 17-18)
conference and the Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa was the keynote speaker on the second day of the
conference in which top scholars and
diplomats would also
participate. The Prime
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan inaugurated
Pakistan’s first-ever security dialogue, which
aims to redefine the security challenges of the
country and delineate
the new strategic directions of the country.
PM Imran Khan in his
speech remarked that
the sphere of national

security has broadened over the period
and there are myriad non-traditional
security challenges, like economic vulnerability, food security, environment
safety, and citizen’s security, which we
have to focus on now.
The unique venture aims to bring
together global and local intelligentsia
to debate Pakistan’s critical national
security issues, and generate ideas to
work towards combined solutions to
complex challenges. One of the key objectives of the forum is to include and
engage the country’s influential research institutes in the policymaking
on domestic and international issues.
The idea of transforming the think
tanks into policy hubs is to help make
informed policy decisions.
National Security Division (NSD)
organized the Islamabad Security Dia-

logue in collaboration with its advisory board comprising five leading think
tanks. Some of the invited experts included Former US Ambassador to Pakistan Cameron Munter, Director of
China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations Dr Hu Shisheng,
Pakistan’s National Security Advisor
Dr Moeed Yusuf, President of CASS
Air Chief Marshal (R) Kaleem Saadat, Commerce Advisor Abdul Razak
Dawood, International Politics expert
Miles Kahler, Director of International Crisis Group’s Asia program Laurel
Miller among others.
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Spectacular

Pakistan Day

Military Parade Held in Islamabad

The joint services parade to celebrate 81 years of national resolve for a separate homeland with the vision of one nation one
destination was held here at the Shakarparian Parade Ground under strict Covid-19 standard operating procedures (SOPs).
Addressing the military parade at the parade avenue in Islamabad, President Arif Alvi extended a message of goodwill to
regional states for joint prosperity, progress, and said that we will defend our independence at all costs. The President said
Pakistan desires peace, security and development in the whole region and has also taken practical steps towards that end.

The impressive ceremony started with the flypast of fighter
jets of Pakistan Air Force and Pakistan Navy led by Air Chief
Zaheer Ahmad Babar Sidhu presenting salute to the chief guest
President Arif Alvi. Formations of fighter jets including F-16, JF
17, Mirage, AWACs. C-130 and P-3C Orion participated in the fly
past. Contingents of Pakistan Army, Navy, Pakistan Air Force,
Special Services Groups, Frontier Corps, Rangers, and Islamabad police, Frontier Constabulary, Airport Security Force, and
Boys Scouts marched past the dais presenting salute to the chief
guest.
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Mechanized columns including tanks, armored personnel
carriers, rocket launchers, air defense system, Radars, indigenously built UAVs and short and long range missiles
Ra’ad, Nasr, Babr, Ghaznavi and Shaheen were showcased
on the occasion. The engineering corps presented its
state-of-the-art equipment. This was followed by the
flypast of helicopters.

Amidst applause by the audience, JF-17 and formations of Sherdils presented breathtaking
aerobatics spreading range of colors in the skies.

As a mark of strong bonds between Pakistan and Turkey, a Turkish fighter jet presented a whole range of dazzling maneuvers. A Turkish military band on the occasion presented different tunes including that of Dil Dil Pakistan, Jaan Jaan Pakistan.

The skydivers of the forces including the paratroopers of Bahrain, Iraq, Palestine, Sri Lanka, and Turkey exhibited free fall,
carrying national flags and those of services.
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Pakistan

Air Force

A Symbol of Pride for the Nation
n the nascent years of Pakistan
Air Force (PAF), while visiting the PAF Station at Risalpur,
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah said, “There is no doubt that any
country without a strong Air Force is
at the mercy of any aggressor. Pakistan
must build up its Air Force as quickly as
possible. It must be an efficient Air Force
second to none”. The sincere and highly
professional leadership like Air Marshal
(retired) Asghar Khan and Air Marshal
(retired) Nur Khan in the early days of
the PAF truly followed the Quaid’s words
and the successors also carried the legacy of their predecessors. This is the result
of the untiring efforts of the leadership
and all the daring men under their command that the PAF has not only assured
the cost-effective and successful aerial
defense of Pakistan but also risen to be
among the most respected air forces in
the world.
Pakistan Air Force was born on 14th
August 1947 when Pakistan appeared on
the map of the world. The success story
of the PAF is unmatched as the emergence of the PAF, with the small number
of personnel and insufficient equipment,
as a powerful and formidable weapon of
Pakistan’s defense was an amazing phenomenon. The PAF is a prestigious institution of Pakistan which, by carrying the
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values of integrity, excellence, and teamwork, has earned exceptional respect.
Moreover, the training, discipline, air
defense operations, successful self-sufficiency in the production of fighter jets
and air weapons, and readiness in the
time of need to defend the country’s air
space or to help the countrymen in natural disasters and calamities have significantly contributed to dignity and credibility of the institution.
Pakistan Air Force
has prepared itself for the
challenges of 21st Century
during recent years and
presently fully capable and
ready to thwart any potential threat to the country.
The PAF’s recent successful operation in response
to
Indian
aggression
against Pakistan has not
only deterred the Indian
ambitions to establish new
normal in South Asia, the
respect for the institution
has also increased manifold. The PAF also has the honour to train
the pilots of several countries.
Since 1947, the PAF has maintained
a unique standard of its readiness and
operational efficiency during peace and
wartime as well. In the early days, under

the leadership of the late Air Marshal
(retired) Asghar Khan and the late Air
Marshal (retired) Nur Khan, the PAF was
not only built as a highly professional dynamic Air Power through rigorous and
state of the art training of its Pilots and
aircrews but also set clear objectives to
achieve high operational efficiency and
air superiority against its adversaries in
the region. This was the result of their

sincere efforts and farsighted vision that
the PAF gained air superiority over the
Indian Air Force (IAF) in the war of 1965
between Pakistan and India.
The PAF Pilots during the Indo-Pakistani war of 1965 succeeded to write
stories of courage, bravery, and resilience
against the much more powerful enemy,
India. The late Air Commodore (retired)
Mohammad Mahmood Alam made a
unique record in the history of the world
by shooting down five (5) Indian Air
Crafts in less than one minute during the
Indo-Pakistani War of 1965, all five aircraft are Hawker Hunter aircraft on one
sortie on 7 September 1965. The PAF
gained complete aerial superiority over
the IAF in the 1965 war between India
and Pakistan.
The PAF Pilots have not only thwarted the threats at home but also made history outside the country. A PAF veteran,
Squadron Leader Saif-ul-Azam along
with Wisam-ul-Istaqlal was awarded by
Jordan for destroying two Israeli Mys-
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teres as they were flying for the Jordan
Air Force during the 1967 Arab-Israel
war. Mr. Azam was also awarded a medal of bravery Nawat –ul-Shuja by Iraq for
shooting down one Mirage and one Vautour aircraft of the Israel Air Force, while
he was representing the Iraq Air Force.
Moreover, Flight Lieutenant Sattar
Alvi and Squadron Leader Arif Manzoor shot down an Israeli Mirage and they
were awarded Wisam-e-Faris and Wisam-e-Shuja’at by the Jordan Air Force.
Both these pilots were also honored with
a Sitara-e-Jurat by the Government of
Pakistan. There was also an exceptional
pilot, Wing Commander Hameed Anwar,
who flew with the RAF Black Arrow team
with a Pakistani flag on its tail. Mr. Hameed trained the pilots of the Jordanian
Air Force for the war. It is pertinent to
mention that, for the first time, an Arab
shot down an Israeli aircraft, and another Israeli aircraft was damaged. This surprise was given by the students of Wing
Commander Hameed Anwar.
Broadly speaking, the PAF has always maintained preparedness and operational readiness during all the conflicts, be it full fledge wars like 1965 and
1971 or misadventures of small scale by
the enemies of peace in the region like
Kargil conflict in 1999, Pak-India border
escalation in 2001, and 2008, Operation
Zarb-E-Azb and Pakistan-India conflict
after Pulwama incident in February
2019. The recent operation by the PAF,
Operation Swift Retort, against Indian
nefarious designs to establish new normal in the region also proved the PAF’s
superiority over the IAF.
In response to India’s so-called
Balakot airstrike, the PAF launched a
counter strike which was codenamed as
“Operation Swift Retort”. The purpose
was essential to demonstrate Pakistan’s
resolve and capability. Open spaces in
a military garrison near Line of Control
were selected for the bombing to avoid
any human casualty. The PAF warplanes
crossed the LOC and bombed the select-

ed areas. In retaliation, IAF fighter jets
tried to chase the PAF warplanes and as
a result, the two IAF aircraft, MiG-21, and
SU-30 were shot down by the PAF fighter
jets. The MiG-21 pilot Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman was captured
alive but later returned to India as a gesture of goodwill.
In pursuit of the PAF’s
objective to become self-sufficient in the manufacturing of
aircraft and air weapons, the
PAF established Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) and Air
Weapons Complex (AWC). The
K-8 Aircrafts and Mushshak
Aircraft are being developed
solely by the PAC. Moreover, the
JF-17 Thunder is an advanced,
light-weight, all-weather, day/
night multi-role fighter aircraft
which was developed as a joint
venture between Pakistan Aeronautical
Complex (PAC), Kamra, and Chengdu
Aircraft Industry Corporation (CAC) of
China. Now, the JF-17s are being built in
the PAC. The AWC has designed and developed the air-launched cruise missile
(ALCM) for the PAF.
The PAF has acquired the state of
the art warplanes including Mirages IIIs
and V, F7s, and F-16s in the past, now it is
planning to buy new aircraft like Chinese
J-10s in near
future meet
the new challenges. Moreover, The PAF,
on 30th December 2020,
formally announced serial production
of the most
advanced
variant of JF17 Thunder
Block III – a
4.5-generation aircraft

with far more advanced technology than
IAF’s Rafael jets. There is also news circulating on media that the Chinese J-11B
Jet can be next on Pakistan’s shopping
list.
Furthermore, the PAF trains pilots of several friendly countries. For
instance, in the previous year, the pilots
of the Azerbaijan Air Force completed
their 2 years Super Mushshak & T-37
pilot training program at the PAF Academy. These training programs remarkably
strengthen the military collaboration
between the countries. It is also worth
mentioning that Pakistan has sold JF-17s
to Nigeria and Myanmar, though there is
no news of confirmation about the delivery yet. Moreover, the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Kamra has built and
exported around 80 Mushshak aircraft in
the recent years.

In short, the PAF has been and is still
a dignified and credible weapon of Pakistan’s aerial defense. It has always been
leading from the front, throughout history, in times of war as well as peace. The
nation is proud of the PAF which hasn’t
only succeeded to defend Pakistan’s airspace but has also risen to be among the
most respected air forces of the world.
Thus, it is rightly stated that “Sleep tight
because the PAF is awake”.
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Celebrating

Women’s Accomplishments

Sobia Khursheed
The writer is a lecturer
at National Defence
University Islamabad
(Pakistan) & has been
associated with nonprofit organizations
working to achieve
various Sustainable
Development Goals in
Pakistan.

The world has made
unprecedented
progress, but no
country has achieved
gender equality. To
do this, we must
break down the
deep-seated historic,
cultural, and socioeconomic barriers
that prevent women
from taking their
seat at the decisionmaking table to
make sure that
resources and power
are more equitably
distributed.
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nternational Women’s Day (IWD)
is marked annually on 8 March
and it is a day set aside to celebrate and recognize women rights
and the social, economic, cultural
and political achievements of women.
It is a day when women are recognized
for their achievements irrespective of
their national, ethnic, linguistic, cultural
economic or political background. International women’s day is pivotal for raising awareness of women’s equality and
lobbying for accelerated gender parity
along with putting an end to the violence
against women. The objectives of Internati onal Women’s Day are to commemorate
the sacrifices and struggle of women for
their economic, social, political, and cultural rights. The celebration aims to reaffirm women’s solidarity in the struggle
for peace and to show what women have
achieved.

The Celebration Spreads

The first gathering of International Women’s Day took place in 1911 and
more than a million people from Austria,
Germany, Denmark, and Switzerland celebrated and cheered the notable achievements of women. However, contemporarily, in addition to celebrating women’s
achievements, International Women’s
Day is considered as an opportunity to
promote gender equality.
The celebrations of March 8 gained
traction globally after the end of World
War II and different countries started celebrating it. In 1975, during the International Women’s Year, the United Nations
began celebrating 8 March as International Women’s Day. After two years, in
December 1977, the General Assembly
passed a resolution announcing a United
Nations Day for Women’s Rights. Since
then, the UN and its agencies have worked
tirelessly to promote gender equality
worldwide and achieved great outcomes.
In 1995 the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, a historic roadmap signed
by 189 governments, focused on 12 critical areas of concern; and the inclusion of
Goal 5 “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls” in the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Since its inception, the International

Women’s Day has undertaken a new global dimension for women in developed, developing and underdeveloped countries
alike. The growing international women’s
movement has been strengthened by four
global United Nations women’s conferences, and it has helped make the celebration a rallying point to build support for
women’s rights and participation in political and economic affairs.

Women of Pakistan

Pakistan is the world’s fifth-most
populous country and second-largest
South Asian country with 212.3 million
population (based on world meter elaboration of the United Nations data). The
sixth housing and population census
show that men have outnumbered women, where 51 per cent of the total population of Pakistan and women makes 49
per cent. Women in Pakistan have played
important role in the history and development of the country. The country has given
birth to a number of female heroes, such
as Benazir Bhutto who was first Muslim
women executive and head of state. Similarly, Pakistan is home to the brave and
fierce women leaders like Sherry Rehman, Asma Jahangir, Maleeha Lodhi, and
Hina Rabbani Khar. Female advocates of
education and human rights include Mala
Yousaf Zai and Muniba Mazari. However,
at the same time there are women like
Mukhtaran Mai, Asia Bibi and Tehmina
Durrani who have suffered at the hands of
violent offenders irrespective of their socio-economic status.
The status of women in Pakistan varies across various classes, regions, ethnicities, rural, urban divisions due to unequal
distribution of socioeconomic resources.
The patriarchal structure of society, feudal norms and conservative mindset has
shaped the lives of women across Pakistan.
The Constitution of Pakistan, Article
25 (2), makes it compulsory that there
will be no discrimination based on sex. To
achieve this, planning and policies for ensuring gender equality, women rights and
empowerment have evolved gradually
considering their significant contribution
to sustainable socio-economic development.

Despite their recognized constitu- clusion and inequalities towards women.  
tional, legal and religious rights, the staIt is time to and builds an equal futus of women remained under shadows. ture. This is the job for everyone – and for
To enable them to contribute actively to the benefit of everyone.
socio-economic development, their protection, wellbeing, empowerment, par- Inclusive or Exclusive:
ticipation and emancipation is required. International
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every aspect of society; redefine leadership; reconstruct workplaces, and drive
equality of opportunity for women and
girls as the world recovers from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Women’s day in Pakistan
State of Pakistan and Women’s
Women from a different section of
next? Step it up
Empowerment Vision 2025
the society joyfully rallied in Pakistan’s What
A
lot has been achieved, but much
The Pakistan National Policy for De- major cities as they marked Internation-

has to be done. Around 800 women
velopment and Empowerment ensures al Women’s day, ignoring the religious more
die
every
from preventable pregnanwomen equal access to all development hard-liners and conservative diaspora of cy-relatedday
causes; 1 in 3 women experibenefits and social services. The stan- the country. Unfortunately, celebrations ence physical
sexual violence; women
dard framework and policy procedures of International Women’s day in Paki- hold only 22 or
per cent of parliamentary
are required for the equal development stan are surrounded by many controver- seats and today
account for more than 60
of women across Pakistan. Pakistan has sies and ragging debates for challenging per cent of the world’s
All these
shown commitment to meet MDG’s, some settled beliefs. The transformative stats show the genderilliterate.
disparity
and we
especially goal 3 and goal 5 that are fo- movement must include all women to can act as agent of change to achieve
gencused on promoting gender equality and bring a notable change in the country’s der equality. We need a Planet 50–50
by
empowerment of women and improving mindset.
2030, and we must step it up for women
maternal health respectively. Pakistan
and girls worldwide.
is also a signatory of the United Nations Gender Equality by 2030
Convention for Elimination of all Forms
International Women’s Day is a time
What is needed is the political will
of Discrimination against Women (UN- to highlight the progress women have to actively and intentionally support
CEDAW). UN has created a shift from the made so
far and to women’s representation. Leaders can set
MDGs to the SDGs, and a lot more effort c a l l
f o r and meet gender parity targets, includis required to achieve sustainable develing through appointments for all execuInternational
opment for women development. Pakitive positions at all levels of government,
stan is also part of a number of policies
Women’s Day this year
as has occurred in the few countries
for development and empowerment to
comes at a difficult and chalwith gender equal cabinets. Special
ensure that women all over Pakistan
measures can work; where countries
lenging
time
for
the
world
and
genhave equal access to all develophave put in place and enforced quoment benefits and social services.
der equality, but it is a perfect moment
tas, they have made real progress on
A number of governmental
to fight for transformative action and to
women’s leadership, as have those
institutes had been establish to
salute women and young people for their that have policies to address repreprotect the rights of women, such
as federal ombudsman work- relentless efforts for gender equality. This sentation.
ing for the protection of women
This year let us promote ‘Each
year’s International Women’s Day is like
against harassment at workplacfor
Equal’
for all the women around
no other. As countries and communities us. Make each
es and same program for the proday special on Womvincial level as well. Likewise, the
start to slowly recover from a devastat- en’s Day because the achievement of
Help-Line (1099) for legal advice on
gender equality is everyone’s responing pandemic, we have the chance
human rights violation was operasibility.
A woman is a powerhouse of
tional and had provided legal aid serto finally end the exclusion and
strength and reservoir of love; this year,
vices to more than 5000 beneficiaries
marginalization of women
let us vow to make them feel special.
of human rights violation cases till the
Let us make 2021 count for women
and girls.
present. In addition, the Benazir Income
and
girls
everywhere.
Support Program (BISP) and now Ehsas
program, a continued social protection c h a n g e
and
The Vision 2025 and
program of the government is providing celebrate acts of courage and determiprospective 11th Five Year
social assistance to marginalized wom- nation by ordinary women, who have
en. Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal had also estab- played an extraordinary role in the hisPlan aims to provide an
lished women empowerment centres/ tory of their countries and communities.
enabling environment and
schools throughout the country includThe world has made unprecedentequal opportunities to
ing Azad Kashmir and Northern Areas to ed progress, but no country has achieved
provide free training to widows, orphans gender equality. To do this, we must
women for the development
and poor girls in different skills.
break down the deep-seated historic, culof their full potential,
Domestic skills are also being tural, and socio-economic barriers that
to enjoy the benefits of
taught in different schools through Indi- prevent women from taking their seat at
vidual Financial Assistance (IFA) while the decision-making table to make sure
economic growth, education,
the poor, widows, destitute women, or- that resources and power are more equiequal employment
phans and disabled persons are being tably distributed.
opportunities, prosperity
supported through general assistance,
11th Annual International Women’s
and social development
education, medical treatment and reha- Day Forum: “Business Powering a New
bilitation centres.
Tomorrow”
through following the
As gradual recovery from the panThe forum organized by the US
initiatives taken by the
demic has started, there is a greater need Chamber of Commerce with the theme
federal and provincial
to support and provide stimulus packag- of “Business Powering a New Tomorrow”
es must reach the deserving women and and with a mission to highlight how the
governments, as well as by
girls. Pandemic recovery is a chance to private sector, working with cross-secall the stakeholders.
minimize the generational curse of ex- tor partners, can narrow gender gaps in
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ADE, VADE and
VAERD all occur
because the new foreign
code injected into your
cells telling them to
make an antibody for the
corona-19 spike protein
never turns off. In some
people this causes the
injected code to overreact and when you’re
exposed to any corona
virus, after vaccination,
from a minute to 20
years after vaccination,
your body allows the
corona virus to enter as a
Trojan horse, it can’t see
the virus. And with ADE,
VADE and VAERD you
get 100 times sicker than
you would have without
the injected synthetic
biologic gene therapy—
a modified RNA gene
therapy, NOT a vaccine.

50 | Melange April 2021

Pfizer and RNA
Human Damage
his essay is by Internet sources and
includes over 50 published, accepted, unchallenged peer-reviewed
references.
In the U.S., COVID-19 vaccines accounted for 70% of vaccine-related deaths
in the 12 months between January 2020
and January 2021.
As reported by New Delhi-based
World Is One News (WION), Pfizer is demanding countries put up sovereign assets
as collateral for expected vaccine injury
lawsuits resulting from its COVID-19 inoculation. In other words, it wants governments to guarantee the company will be
compensated for any expenses resulting
from injury lawsuits against it.
WION reports that Argentina and Brazil have rejected Pfizer’s demands. Initially,
the company demanded indemnification
legislation to be enacted, such as that which
it enjoys in the U.S. Argentina proposed legislation that would restrict Pfizer’s financial responsibility for injuries to those resulting from negligence or malice.
Pfizer rejected the proposal. It also rejected a rewritten proposal that included a
clearer definition of negligence. Pfizer then
demanded the Argentinian government put
up sovereign assets — including its bank
reserves, military bases and embassy buildings — as collateral. Argentina refused. A
similar situation occurred in Brazil. Pfizer
demanded Brazil:
• “Waive sovereignty of its assets abroad
in favour of Pfizer”
• Not apply its domestic laws to the company
• Not penalize Pfizer for vaccine delivery
delays
• Exempt Pfizer from all civil liability for
side effects
Brazil rejected Pfizer’s demands,

calling them “abusive.” As noted by WION,
Pfizer developed its vaccine with the help
of government funding, and now it — a
private company — is demanding governments hand over sovereign assets to ensure
the company won’t lose a dime if its product injures people, even if those injuries are
the result of negligent company practices,
fraud or malice.
Aside from Argentina and Brazil, nine
other South American countries have reportedly negotiated deals with Pfizer. It is
unclear whether they ended up giving up
national assets in return.

Vaccine Maker Accused of Abusing Its
Power
According to STAT News, “Legal experts have raised concerns that Pfizer’s
demands amount to an abuse of power.” Lawrence Gostin, a law professor at
Georgetown University and director of the
World Health Organization’s Collaborating Center on National and Global Health
Law told STAT: “Pharmaceutical companies shouldn’t be using their power to limit
life-saving vaccines in low- and middle-income countries. [This] seems to be exactly
what they are doing … Some liability protection is warranted, but certainly not for
fraud, gross negligence, mismanagement,
failure to follow good manufacturing practices. Companies have no right to ask for
indemnity for these things.”
Mark Eccleston-Turner, a lecturer in
global health law at Keele University in England, added: “[Pfizer] is trying to eke out
as much profit and minimize its risk at every juncture with this vaccine development
then this vaccine rollout. Now, vaccine development has been heavily subsidized already. So there’s very minimal risk for the
manufacturer involved there.”

Don’t Expect Compensation if Injured
by COVID-19 Vaccine
In the U.S., vaccine makers already
enjoy full indemnity against injuries occurring from this or any other pandemic
vaccine under the PREP Act. If you were
injured, you would have to file a compensation claim with the Countermeasures
Injury Compensation Program (CICP),
which is funded by U.S. taxpayers via
Congressional appropriation to the Department of Health and Human Services
(DHHS).
While similar to the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program
(NVICP), which applies to non-pandemic
vaccines, the CICP is even less generous
when it comes to compensation. For example, while the NVICP pays some of the
costs associated with any given claim, the
CICP does not. This means you will also
be responsible for attorney fees and expert witness fees.
A significant problem with the
CICP is that it is administered within
the DHHS, which is also sponsoring the
COVID-19 vaccination program. This
conflict of interest makes the CICP less
than likely to find fault with the vaccine.
Your only route of appeal is within the DHHS, where another employee would simply review your case. The
DHHS is also responsible for making
the payment, so the DHHS effectively
acts as judge, jury and defendant. As reported by Dr Meryl Nass, the maximum
payout you can receive — even in cases
of permanent disability or death — is
$250,000 per person; however, you’d
have to exhaust your private insurance
policy before the CICP gives you a dime.
CICP will only pay the difference
between, what your insurance covers
and the total payout amount, established for your case. For permanent
disability, even $250,000 will not go far.
The CICP also has a one-year statute of
limitations, so you have to act quickly.
This too is a significant problem,
as no one really knows what injuries
might arise from the COVID-19 vaccine,
or when, and this makes tying the injury to the vaccination a difficult prospect.
Employers that mandate the COVID-19
vaccine will also be indemnified from liability for side effects. Instead, claims will
be routed through worker’s compensation programs.
If the COVID-19 vaccines are as safe
as the manufacturers claim, why do they
insist on so much indemnification? Do
they suspect or know something they are
refusing to admit publicly? Indeed, they
do. They know that:

Side Effects Are Inevitable
Of course, those of us who have been
looking at the science behind the mRNA
technology used to create such novel
“vaccines” have long since realized there
are tremendous risks involved. For starters, mRNA vaccines are most accurately
referred to as gene therapies, as this is
what they are. They effectively turn your
cells into bioreactors that churn out viral
proteins to incite an immune response,
and there is no off-switch. Based on historical and preliminary evidence, significant short- and long-term side effects
are, frankly, inevitable.
For starters, your body sees the
synthetic mRNA as “non-self,” which
can cause autoantibodies to attack your
tissues. Judy Mikovits, PhD, explained
this in her interview, featured in “How
COVID-19 ‘Vaccines’ May Destroy the
Lives of Millions.”
Free mRNA also drive inflammatory
diseases, which is why making synthetic
mRNA thermostable — i.e., slowing the
breakdown of the RNA by encasing it in
lipid nanoparticles — is likely to be problematic. The nanoparticles themselves
also pose a risk. COVID-19 vaccines use
PEGylated lipid nanoparticles, which is
known to cause allergic reactions and
anaphylaxis.
What’s more, previous attempts to
develop mRNA-based drug-using lipid
nanoparticles failed and had to be abandoned because
when
the

dose
was too
l o w,
the drug had
no effect,
and when dosed too high, the drug became too toxic. An obvious question is
that what has changed that now makes
this technology safe enough for mass use.
Another significant problem is
that we do not know whether antibody
production is protective or pathogenic
in coronavirus infections. If pathogenic, vaccinated individuals may be at increased risk of severe illness if they are
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As detailed in my interview with
Mikovits, the synthetic RNA
influences the gene syncytin, which
can result in:
• Brain inflammation.
• Dysregulated communication
between the microglia in your
brain, which are critical for
clearing toxins and pathogens.
• Dysregulated immune system.
• Dysregulated endocannabinoid
system (which calms
inflammation).
• Pathogenic Priming and
Antibody-Dependent
Enhancement.

exposed to SARS-CoV-2 in the future. As
reported in a December 11, 2020, Vaccine: X paper:
“The first SARS-CoV-2 vaccine(s)
will likely be licensed based on neutralizing antibodies in Phase 2 trials, but there
are significant concerns about using antibody response in coronavirus infections
as a sole metric of protective immunity.
The antibody response is often a poor
marker of prior coronavirus infection,
particularly in mild infections, and is
shorter-lived than virus-reactive T-cells.
Strong antibody response correlates with
the more severe clinical disease while
the T-cell response is correlated with less
severe disease; antibody-dependent enhancement of pathology and clinical severity has been described. Indeed, it is
unclear whether antibody production
is protective or pathogenic in coronavirus infections. Early data with
SARS-CoV-2 support these findings.
Data from coronavirus infections in
animals and humans emphasize the
generation of a high-quality T cell response in protective immunity.”
A number of reports in the medical literature have indeed highlighted
the risk of pathogenic priming and antibody-dependent enhancement (ADE). As
explained in “Out of the Frying Pan and
Into the Fire? Due Diligence Warranted
for ADE in COVID-19”:
“ADE is an immunological phenomenon whereby a previous immune
response to a virus can render an individual more susceptible to a subsequent
analogous infection. Rather than viral
recognition and clearance, the prior development of virus-specific antibodies at
a non-neutralizing level can facilitate viral uptake, enhancing replication; a posApril 2021 Melange | 51
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sible immune evasion strategy avoiding
intracellular innate immune sensors, or
pattern recognition receptors.
ADE of SARS-CoV has also been described through a novel FcγRII-dependent and ACE2-independent cell entry
mechanism. The authors state that this
warrants concern in the safety evaluation of any candidate human vaccines
against SARS-CoV.”
Similarly, “Pathogenic Priming
Likely Contributes to Serious and Critical Illness and Mortality in COVID-19 Via
Autoimmunity,” published in the Journal
of Translational Autoimmunity, warns
that: “Failure of SARS and MERS vaccines
in animal trials involved pathogenesis
consistent with immunological priming
that could involve autoimmunity in lung
tissues due to previous exposure to the
SARS and MERS spike protein. Exposure
pathogenesis to SARS-CoV-2 in COVID-19
likely will lead to similar outcomes.”
Therefore, to be clear, this means
that if you are vaccinated then you may
be at increased risk for serious illness if/
when you are exposed to any number of
mutated SARS-CoV-2 strains in the future.
This is why the recommendation to
vaccinate individuals who have previously been infected with SARS-CoV-2, or who
have an active SARS-CoV-2 infection, may
be quite dangerous. Dr Hooman Noorchashm recently sent a public letter to
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Commissioner detailing these risks.
How mRNA Injections May Trigger Prion Disease
What’s more, in a
paper titled, “COVID-19
RNA Based Vaccines and
the Risk of Prion Disease,”
published in Microbiology
& Infectious Diseases, Dr.
Bart Classen warns there
are also troubling shreds of
evidence suggesting some
of the mRNA shots may
cause prion diseases such
as Alzheimer’s and ALS. He
writes:
“In the current paper,
the concern is raised that
the RNA based COVID vaccines have the potential to cause more
disease than the epidemic of COVID-19.
This paper focuses on a novel potential
adverse event mechanism causing prion
disease, which could be even more common, and debilitating than the viral infection the vaccine is designed to prevent.
Analysis of the Pfizer vaccine
against COVID-19 identified two poten-
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tial risk factors for inducing prion disease in humans. The RNA sequence in
the vaccine contains sequences believed
to induce TDP-43 and FUS to aggregate in
their prion based conformation leading
to the development of common neurodegenerative diseases.
In particular, it has been shown that
RNA sequences GGUA, UG rich sequences, UG tandem repeats, and G Quadruplex sequences, have increased affinity to
bind TDP-43 and or FUS and may cause
TDP-43 or FUS to take their pathologic
configurations in the cytoplasm.
In the current analysis, sixteen UG
tandem repeats were identified and additional UG rich sequences were identified. Two GGΨA sequences were found.
G Quadruplex sequences are possibly
present but sophisticated computer programs are needed to verify these.
The spike protein encoded by the
vaccine binds angiotensin-converting enzyme 2 (ACE2), an enzyme that contains
zinc molecules. The binding of spike protein to ACE2 has the potential to release
the zinc molecule, an ion that causes
TDP-43 to assume its pathologic prion
transformation.”

sue damage without actively replicating
virus.”
“Is it possible the spike protein itself causes the tissue damage associated with Covid-19?” he asks. “In 13 of 13
brains from patients with fatal COVID-19,
pseudovirions (spike, envelope, and
membrane proteins) without viral RNA
are present in the endothelia of cerebral
microvessels.
It appears that the viral spike protein (the target of the major SARS-CoV-2
vaccines) is also one of the key agents
causing damage to distant organs, which
may include the brain, heart, lung, and
mRNA Technology Has Potential to kidney.
Cause Microvascular Injury
Additionally, Dr J. Patrick Whelan, Reports of Side Effects are Rapidly
a pediatric rheumatologist specializing Mounting
Around the world, reports are now
in multisystem inflammatory syndrome,
submitted a public comment to the FDA pouring in of people dying shortly after
back in December 2020, in which he ex- receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. In many
pressed concern that mRNA vaccines cases, they die suddenly within hours of
have “the potential to cause microvas- getting the shot. In others, death occurs
within the span of a couple
of weeks.
In the wake of 29 senior citizen deaths, Norway
is reportedly considering
excluding the very old and
terminally ill from getting
the AstraZeneca vaccine.
According to the Norwegian Medicines Agency:
“Most people have experienced the expected side
effects of the vaccine, such
as nausea and vomiting,
fever, local reactions at the
injection site, and worsening of their underlying condition.”
cular injury to the brain, heart, liver and
The Norwegian Institute of Public
kidneys in ways that were not assessed
Health further noted that “for those with
in safety trials.”
He cited research showing that “the the most severe frailty, even relatively
spike protein in brain endothelial cells is mild vaccine side effects can have serious
associated with the formation of micro- consequences,” and that “For those who
thrombi (clots),” and that since no viral have a very short remaining life span
RNA has been found in brain endotheli- anyway, the benefit of the vaccine may be
um, “viral proteins appear to cause tis- marginal or irrelevant.”

Google, PLEASE!
1. ADE, antibody-dependent
enhancement
2. Google VAERD, vaccineassociated enhanced
respiratory disease (VAERD)
3. ADE, vaccine associated
enhanced disease
ALL 3 disorders, severely
dangerous disorders, can occur
(not will, but can) with modified
RNA, mRNA, vaccines.

In Sweden, hospitals in Sörmland
and Gävleborg suspended the AstraZeneca vaccine in mid-February 2021 after
a full quarter of the vaccinated hospital
staff reported side effects. To prevent
staff shortages and conduct an investigation, the vaccination push was temporarily paused.
In the U.K., there were 49,472 reported side effects to the Pfizer vaccine
and 21,032 reactions to the AstraZeneca
vaccine as of January 24, 2021. As reported by Principia Scientific International,
“For both vaccines, this equates to 1 in
every 333 people suffering an adverse
reaction. This rate could actually be higher as some cases may have not been reported …”
Greatest Risk of All: Sudden Death
Perhaps most concerning of all
are rapidly mounting reports of sudden
death, mostly in the elderly but also in
much younger, healthy individuals. In the
U.S., COVID-19 vaccines accounted for
70% of vaccine-related deaths between
January 2020 and January 2021.
As of February 12, 2021, the number of side effects reported to VAERS totalled 15,923, including 929 deaths, of
the 799 deaths reported within the U.S.,
one-third occurred within 48 hours of
vaccination and 21% of them were cardiac-related.
Pfizer’s vaccine was the most dangerous in terms of death, being responsible for 58% of deaths while Moderna’s
vaccine accounted for 41% of deaths.
Pfizer’s vaccine was also responsible for
75% of Bell’s Palsy cases, compared to
Moderna’s at 25%.
Curiously, based on the data submitted to the FDA, Moderna’s vaccine
has a death rate 5.41 times higher than
Pfizer’s, yet both are dramatically lower
than the US national average. As noted
by The Defender, the dramatic discrepancy in death rates “deserves notice and
requires explanation,” adding: “If Moder-

na’s on-vaccine death rate is so far below
the national death rate and also simultaneously more than five times greater
than Pfizer’s on-vaccine death rate, then
Pfizer’s study sample appears even less
representative of the entire population.
Moderna’s screening process and
exclusion criteria in the trial led to evidence that the general population is dying at a rate 6.3
times greater
than the death
rate in the Moderna trial —
which means
the
Moderna
study, including
its estimated efficacy rate and
the
vaccine’s
alleged safety
profile — cannot possibly be
relevant to most
of the U.S. population.
The super-healthy cohorts studied
by Moderna are in no way representative
of the U.S. population. Most deaths from
COVID-19 involve pre-existing health
conditions of the types excluded from
both Pfizer and Moderna trials.
Those enrolling in the post-market
surveillance studies deserve to know
the abject absence of any relevant information on efficacy and risk for them. In
their zeal to help humanity, or to help
themselves, these people may very well
be walking into a situation that will cause
autoimmunity due to pathogenic priming, potentially leading to disease enhancement should they become infected
following vaccination.”
Do a Risk-Benefit Analysis before Making up Your Mind
To avoid becoming a sad statistic, I
urge you to review the science very carefully before making up your mind about
this experimental gene therapy. Also, remember that the lethality of COVID-19 is
actually surprisingly low. It is lower than
the flu for those under the age of 60.
If you are under the age of 40, your
risk of dying from COVID-19
is just 0.01%, meaning you
have a 99.99% chance of
surviving the infection.
Moreover, you could improve that to 99.999% if
you are metabolically flexible, insulin sensitive, and
vitamin D replete.
So, really, what are we
protecting against with a
COVID-19 vaccine? These

Article
mRNA vaccines are not even designed
to prevent infection, only to reduce the
severity of symptoms. Meanwhile, they
could potentially make you sicker once
you are exposed to the virus, and/or
cause persistent serious side effects such
as those reviewed above.

This is NOT a vaccine by the legal
or medical definition, it is gene therapy. It is a 100% synthetic modified RNA
grown on Chimpanzee cells encapsulated in a lipid (fat) for protection from
your body—otherwise your body would
reject and kill it as an invader—designed
to inject data into every cell in your body.
The data—the information contained in
the modified RNA tells your cells to manufacture antibodies to the COVID spike
protein. One spike protein, of 7-11 mutations now.
ASIA, autoimmune/inflammatory
syndrome induced by adjuvants is not a
possibility, this is not a vaccine, but ADE,
VADE and VAERD are definitely, inevitably, going to affect people in the years
ahead. I wouldn’t be surprised if EVERYONE that’s been injected with this new
genetic biologic will get MS, ALS, a neurological disorder, a deadly heart condition
or some other deadly disorder within the
next 5 years. It is, based on the peer review, almost inevitable.
This is the first time in history we’ve
injected human beings with a modified
RNA biologic that is 100% synthetic gene
therapy—genetic manipulation.
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Pakistan Joins OIC in Observing Int’l Modi sends greetings to Imran Khan on
Pakistan Day and extends an olive branch
Day to Combat Islamophobia
Indian
OIC firmly rejects any policies, statePrime Minments, and practices that associate
ister NarenIslam with terrorism

Pakistan on March 15, 2021 joined the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) in
observing the first-ever ‘International Day to
Combat Islamophobia’. Prime Minister Imran
Khan, had presented a resolution to designate March 15 ‘International Day to Combat
Islamophobia’, at the 47th Session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM), held in
Niamey, Niger, on 27-28 November 2020. The
resolution was unanimously adopted by the
CFM. The OIC is now working with the international community to commemorate this
Day at the global level. The Foreign Office in a
statement said the OIC’s unanimous support
for the designation of this Day was a reflection of the sentiments of billions of Muslims
around the world. Marking this occasion, the
OIC Group will hold a High-Level Event in
New York on March 17. PM Khan has been the
leading international voice in raising awareness on the grave consequences of rising
systematic Islamophobia and in promoting
inter-faith harmony. Islamophobia, as a contemporary form of racism and religious discrimination, is on the rise in many parts of the
world and the OIC calls to the UN and other
international and regional organizations for
the observance of 15 March of each year as
an international day to combat Islamophobia.

First Quad Summit took Place Virtually

US president, Joe Biden, vows to put a
greater emphasis on the indo-pacific region
in face of the growing global crisis and rising
china. For this mere purpose, Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (Quad) summit was held
on March 12, 2021. The meeting between the
four Quad states was aimed to address many
pressing crises across the globe for instance;
climate change, technological innovations,
and vaccine crisis. Australia, Japan, India,
and United States, the four Quad states, have
pledged to ensure a free, inclusive, and open
indo- pacific region, while certainly without
name-calling China the alliance has signaled
to counter Chinese growth which is exploitative in nature with a unified strength. Additionally, regarding the COVID vaccines, the
Quad has announced its plans to expand vaccine manufacture to increase its availability
across the indo- Pacific region and beyond.
Quad is seemed not a significant force today,
but gradually with the increase in its participants, it can widen the objectives to more
than just security and military. It can come
with a greater mandate to aid the global economy, maintaining international order, bring
an end to human rights violations and handle
critical technology and for this political will of
the existing Quad, nations are vital.
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breaking of external blockade to establish ties
with more countries and in Pakistan’s dealing
of national crisis to safeguard national dignity.
Over the past 70 years, China-Pakistan friendship has been characterized by mutual development. Great strides have been made in the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, from the
operations of the Gwadar Port and PKM expressway to the services of the Orange Line
Metro Transit, which ushers Pakistan into
the metro era. Bilateral economic and trade
cooperation has become increasingly close
as Chinese seeds, home appliances, mechanical and electrical products have entered the
households and workplaces of the Pakistanis
and more Pakistani products, such as textiles,
mangoes and green crabs, have found their
way into the Chinese market. China and Pakistan are joining hands to create new areas for
growth. The two sides also released a logo to
mark the occasion. This event officially commenced a series of commemorative activities
throughout the year.

dra Modi on
Tuesday sent
greetings to
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Pakistan Day and conveyed
his best wishes to the people of Pakistan in
dealing with the challenges of the Covid-19
pandemic. The Indian Prime Minister in a letter, sent through the Indian High Commission
at Islamabad, said “as a neighbouring country,
India desires cordial relations with people of
Pakistan. For this, an environment of trust,
devoid of terror and hostility, is imperative.”
The Indian prime minister who had earlier
sent a message on Saturday of a “speedy recovery” to Prime Minister Imran Khan, who is
suffering from the coronavirus, said, “at this
difficult time for humanity, I would like to
convey my best wishes to you and the people
of Pakistan for dealing with the challenges of Pakistan, Tunisia hold bilateral politithe Covid-19 pandemic.”
cal consultations
Pakistan, Tunisian
Taliban, Afghan government agree to agree for high-level
fast-track peace negotiations after exchanges, bilateral
Moscow summit
cooperation through
MOSCOW: The Afghan government and specific initiatives
the Taliban have agreed to accelerate peace
Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood and
talks after Russia hosted an international his Tunisian counterpart, Secretary of State
conference aimed at reviving a stalled peace Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nafti, virtually held
process, the RIA news agency reported on the 3rd round of Bilateral Political ConsultaFriday, citing a senior Afghan official. The tions (BPC) today. The exchanges covered the
move comes after Russia, the United States, full spectrum of bilateral relations and regionChina, and Pakistan called on Afghanistan’s al & international issues of common interest.
warring sides to reach an immediate cease- Mutual collaboration at the regional and mulfire. In his speech, Abdullah said that the Af- tilateral fora was also reviewed. The Foreign
ghan government reiterated its commitment Secretary underscored the importance Pakito the peaceful settlement of the crisis in Af- stan attaches to its historic and long-standing
ghanistan during the conference. Dr Abdullah fraternal ties with Tunisia and reaffirmed the
Abdullah said that Pakistan’s consistent sup- resolve to deepen cooperation in the fields of
port for Afghan peace process is crucial for trade, investments, security, defence, educapeaceful settlement in the war-torn country. tion, culture and science & technology. There
“I am also grateful to the government of Pa- was agreement on both sides to upgrade the
kistan and the National Assembly of Pakistan overall economic relationship and bring it at
for the steps they have taken with regards to par with the excellent political ties. The Forfacilitation of visa and trade and transit. But eign Secretary apprised his counterpart of
we need to continue to work together and I ‘Engage Africa’ initiative aimed at enhancing
wouldn’t say that now there is no mistrust but Pakistan’s diplomatic footprint in Africa and
both sides need to work more,” Dr Abdullah deepening economic engagement with the
said. Pakistan, he said, is an important player Continent. Welcoming the initiative, the Secin the Afghan peace process and its support retary of State offered Tunisian support in the
is crucial for the peaceful settlement in the advancement of this outreach in the North
war-stricken country.
African region. Pakistan and Tunisia have institutional mechanisms for regular interface
70th anniversary of China-Pakistan in the political, parliamentary, diplomatic,
diplomatic ties celebrated
defence, economic & trade domains. It was
Pakistan and China held agreed that high-level exchanges would be
over 100 events to mark the enhanced and bilateral cooperation expand70 years of the establish- ed through specific initiatives.
ment of diplomatic relations
in a wide range of areas Influence of Shanghai Spirit continues
including the political, eco- to grow, said SCO Secretary General
nomic, trade, cultural and
Shanghai Cooperation Ormilitary sectors. Chinese
ganization (SCO) has firmly
Foreign Ministry’s Spokesestablished itself as an inperson Wang Wenbin said, “With our concertfluential and responsible
ed efforts, we will surely carry forward the
participant in the modern
traditional friendship, expand and deepen
system of international relapractical cooperation in various fields, bring
tions, said Secretary-general
the two peoples closer, and achieve greater
of the SCO, Vladimir Norov.
development in the all-weather strategic co- In recent years, through the joint efforts of all
operative partnership between China and Pa- parties, the Shanghai Cooperation Organizakistan.” Over the past seven decades, mutual tion (SCO) has successfully created a solid lesupport is the common theme between China gal framework and effective mechanisms for
and Pakistan. The two countries have been a multilateral cooperation in the fight against
staunch supporter for each other in China’s international terrorism, separatism and ex-

tremism, drug trafficking, organized crime,
and ensuring information security, as well as
strengthening trade, economic, cultural and
humanitarian cooperation. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has stressed the SCO is
a strong partner of the UN, a leader in regional diplomacy and a promoter of cooperation
in addressing the most pressing peace and
security challenges facing Eurasia. Over the
past 20 years, the organization has been able
to build one of the world’s largest systems of
successful alignment of national and regional interests in various areas of development,
as well as multifaceted regional cooperation
with a focus on guaranteeing political stability, strengthening security, expanding economic cooperation, joint development and
the prosperity of nations.

UN Chief “concerned” over rise in violence against people of Asian descent

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has voiced his
“profound concern”
over the rise of violence against Asians
and people of Asian
descent
around
the world during
the coronavirus pandemic pandemic, a U.N.
spokesman said. While the U.N. chief did not
name any country, he spoke out following a
shooting in Atlanta, capital of the U.S. state
of Georgia, last week that left eight people
dead, six of them Asian-American women.
The shooting stoked fears among those in the
Asian-American Pacific Islander community,
which has reported a spike in hate crimes
since March 2020 when then-President Donald Trump began referring to COVID-19 as the
“China virus.” The coalition “Stop AAPI Hate”,
which documents and addresses anti-Asian
hate and discrimination amid the pandemic across the US, released data last month
reporting that there were more than 2,800
first-hand accounts of hate crimes having
taken place between late March and the end
of last year, across 47 states and Washington
DC. The hashtag #StopAsianHate has spread
widely across social media, drawing support
from many public figures both inside and outside the community. The UN chief expressed
his full support for all victims and families of
those targeted, and “stands in solidarity with
all those who face racism and other assaults
on their human rights”, the statement concluded. “This moment of challenge for all must
be a time to uphold dignity for all”, he said.
Pakistan Embassy, Seoul organizes forum
for Pak-Korean women entrepreneurs
In celebration
of Women’s Day, the
Embassy of Pakistan
in Seoul organised
a forum for women
entrepreneurs of Pakistan and Republic of
Korea to explore collaboration between women-led businesses in Pakistan and Republic of
Korea. The distinguished panel of speakers
at the event consisted of Chairperson of the
Committee on Gender Equality and Family
of the National Assembly, Ms. Choun Sook
Jung and Secretary Board of investment, Ms.
Fareena Mazhar who spoke about the role of
women leaders in promoting women empowerment in the business world and workplace.
Pakistani and Korean entrepreneurs discussed the economic opportunities created by

women and how business can facilitate and
promote opportunities for women in workplace including safe work environment, child
care facilities and capacity building. They also
explored avenues of collaboration between
women enterprenures of Pakistan and the Republic of Korea.

Oil falls more than 3% as European
coronavirus curbs point to demand hit

Physical crude markets are indicating
that demand is lower, much more so than the
futures market
Oil prices fell more than 3 percent on
Tuesday, hit by concerns that new pandemic curbs and slow vaccine rollouts in Europe
will hold back a recovery in demand, while
a stronger dollar also weighed. Brent crude
futures dropped by $2.20, or 3.4 percent, to
$62.42 a barrel in earl trade as West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures fell by $2.10,
or 3.4 percent, to $59.46 a barrel. The market structure was also pointing to weakness,
with the front-month Brent spread lipping
into a small contango for the first time since
January. Contango is where the front-month
contracts are cheaper than future months,
and could encourage traders to put oil into
storage. Physical crude markets are indicating
that demand is lower, much more so than the
futures market. “Physical prices have been
weaker than futures have been suggesting
for several weeks now,” said Lachlan Shaw,
National Australia Bank’s head of commodity
research.

Two-day water-sharing talks sign rapprochement in Indo-Pak ties

Pakistan and
India are set to hold
a two-day meeting
of the permanent
Indus commission
on Tuesday in New
Delhi in a first such
interaction in twoand-a-half years, suggesting thaw in relations
between the two nuclear-armed neighbours.
An eight-member delegation led by Pakistan
Water Commissioner Syed Mehr Ali Shah
arrived in India through Wagah border on
Monday. The meeting of the permanent Indus
commission was the first since August 2018.
The last meeting was held in Lahore. Under
the 1960 Indus Water Treaty, which survived
wars and other phases of tensions between
the two countries, the permanent Indus commission is required to meet at least once a
year, alternately in India and Pakistan, under
the terms of the treaty. At a recent Islamabad
security dialogue, both Prime Minister Imran
Khan and Army chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa sounded conciliatory towards India.
Similarly, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wished Prime Minister Imran Khan early recovery after he was tested positive for
the covid-19. At the water-sharing talks, both
sides are expected to try and narrow differences over the hydro-projects, Indian officials
said. One of the Indian officials, who asked to
remain unidentified, said the Pakal Dul and
Lower Kalnai projects along with a couple of
others – which Pakistan is concerned would
hurt the flow of water downstream – were in
line with the provisions of the treaty.

portance to
bilateral relations with
the
United
Kingdom. This
was stated by
him during a
meeting with British High Commissioner to
Islamabad Dr Christian Turner who called on
him in Islamabad. Both sides agreed to further
enhance relations in all areas of mutual interest. During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral and regional issues, including
Afghan peace process in detail. Alluding to the
Indian atrocities in Illegally Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, Foreign Minister urged
the international community to play its due
role for the resolution of Kashmir dispute as
per the UN Security Council resolutions. The
British High Commissioner commended Pakistan’s conciliatory efforts for peace in Afghanistan. The two leaders agreed that the Afghan peace process should be taken forward
through consultations and in a manner that
helps establish durable peace, stability and
prosperity in Afghanistan and the region.

UNSC calls for cease-fires to speed up
coronavirus vaccinations

The UN Security Council has unanimously adopted a resolution calling on all
member states to support a “sustained humanitarian pause” to local conflicts, in order
to allow for coronavirus vaccinations. Resolution 2656, adopted unanimously on Friday
by the 15-member council, will enable the
vaccines, which COVAX began distributing on
February 24, to reach those living in conflict
areas. The Council resolution calls for review
of specific cases raised by the UN, where access to vaccinations is being hampered and
to consider what further measures may be
necessary to ensure such impediments are
removed and hostilities paused.

4TH Speakers Conference Concludes
after Adoption of Antalya Declaration

The fourth conference of speakers of
Parliaments of six countries concluded in Antalya, Turkey after adoption of Antalya declaration. The Speaker of National Assembly
of Pakistan, Asad Qaiser, led a Parliamentary
delegation to participate in the Fourth Speakers Conference on “Countering Terrorism and
Strengthening Regional Connectivity” in Antalya, Turkey on 24-25 March 2021. The delegation comprised Parliamentarians from both
Senate and National Assembly of Pakistan.
Parliamentary delegations from Afghanistan,
China, Iran, Iraq, Russia and Turkey also participated in the Conference. On Speaker Asad
Qaiser’s initiative, the conference comprising
China, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Russia and Turkey recognised Pakistan’s principled position on the resolution of Jammu
and Kashmir in line with the (UNSC) United
Nations Security Council resolutions. The forum also stressed the need for all states to
avoid politicization of Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), a tactic that India continuously
employ against Pakistan. On the sidelines of
the Conference, the Parliamentary delegation
of Pakistan also held meetings with Turkey,
Pakistan, UK agrees to further enhance Afghanistan and Iraq, in which steps to boost
relations in all areas of mutual interest regional cooperation and integration were
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood discussed.
Qureshi says Pakistan attaches special im-
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KYRGYZSTAN

ONE OF THE BEST TOURIST DESTINATION

Kyrgyzstan, formally the Kyrgyz
Republic, otherwise called Kirghizia
(in Russian), is a landlocked country in
Central Asia, bordering Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China. Bishkek
is the capital and biggest city of Kyrgyzstan.
Although geographically isolated by its highly mountainous terrain,
Kyrgyzstan has been at the crossroads
of several great civilizations as part of
the Silk Road and its history spans a
variety of cultures and empires. Between times of self-government it was
controlled by Göktürks, the Uyghur
Empire and the Khitan public, prior to
being vanquished by the Mongols in the
thirteenth century; Kalmyk’s, Manchus
and Uzbeks attacked its recaptured independence. In 19th and 20th century,

regional politics remained predominated with Soviet’s Socialism until 1990’s
when Askar Akayev was chosen as the
President. This multicolored history
and mountainous terrain of the country
is the most cherishing thing for tourists
visiting Kyrgyzstan.

Bishkek Capital of Kyrgyzstan
Bishkek is the best
place to begin one’s journey in Kyrgyzstan because
the city is a beautiful mix
of modern cosmopolitanism with a shade of Kyrgyz
culture, Soviet architecture,
mountains and parks etc. In
2018, the British Backpacker
Society ranked Kyrgyzstan
as the fifth best adventure

travel destination on earth, stating that
the country was an adventure travel secret that is “bound to get out soon”. In
the cities of Kyrgyzstan, there are many
Soviet-style buildings, National Parks,
a collection of trendy and popular cafes, spacious markets and colourful
mosques.

Lake Issyk-Kul and the Tian

Shan mountains
are
relatively
popular tourist
destinations.
National Geographic named eight
wild places in Kyrgyzstan that are recommended for tourists to visit.
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Lenin Peak
Located on the border with Tajikistan. This
seven-thousand is one of
the most famous peaks
in Kyrgyzstan. Experienced climbers try to
conquer it every year.

Arslanbob
Ala Archa National Park
It is located 40 kilometres from
Bishkek. One of the most famous natural areas in the country. From the
Kyrgyz language, “ala-archa” is translated as “motley juniper” - this plant is
used by the local population to protect
housing from evil spirits.

One of the largest
walnut forests in the world.
First, interested settlers in
the III century BC, and today
attracts tourists from different coun- tween the mountains of At-Bashi. Today, tourists can get here for a small
tries.
fee. Nearby there are hiking trails leading to the lake and Chatyr-Kul Nature
Reserve.
Ala-Kul

Located in the snowy mountain Canyon Fairy Tale
range of Teskey Ala-Too at an altitude
This area is on the southern
In the highlands near the border of 3532 meters. You can get there only
with China there is a lake. To get there, on foot - it will take more than one day. shore of Lake Issyk-Kul. The canyon
was formed as a result of thousands of
you need four hours by car from Naryn,
years of ice, water and wind erosion.
and then get on foot or on horseback.
Most of the tourists visit Kyrgyzstan with an aim to enjoy the natural
beauty and organic foods of the counTash Rabat
try. Currently, there are several efforts
At one time, to promote “eco-friendly” tourism in
this historic build- Kyrgyzstan. Helvetia’s, a Swiss cultural
ing served as the development organization, sponsored
main parking lot several projects of this sort, includfor merchants and ing “Shepard’s Life,” and “Communicaravans following ty Based Tourism.” Kyrgyzstan is also
the Great Silk Road. part of the Regional Initiative to proA caravanserai was mote tourism in South Asia, Central
built in a valley be- Asia and Eastern Europe.

Köl-Suu
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Cuisine

Kyrgyz Cuisine
Traditional Kyrgyz food revolves around mutton, beef and horsemeat, as well as various dairy products.
The preparation techniques and major ingredients have
been strongly influenced by the nation’s historically nomadic way of life. Thus, many cooking techniques are conducive
to the long-term preservation of food. Mutton and beef are
the favorite meats, although in modern times many Kyrgyz
are unable to afford them regularly. Bishkek, Osh and Karakol are the best places in the country to try Kyrgyz food.
These cities have an increasing number of restaurants that
cater to tourists and where the food is tasty. In Osh and
Karakol you will also find some regional specialities that
you won’t find elsewhere in the country.

KUURDAK

Kuurdak is another popular Kyrgyz
dish that is characterized by grilled
mutton, fat and onions. Often it
includes a little bit of vegetables too
such as potatoes or carrots.

BESHBARMAK

It is often considered the national food of Kyrgyzstan; traditionally beshbarmak is made
from horsemeat with noodles in an onion
broth. Nowadays it is more common to see
mutton or beef meat. The name translates as
five fingers, because you should eat this by
hand.
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DIMLAMA

Dimlama is one of favourite foods of
Kyrgyz people but unlike other dishes, the meat is not the main ingredient. Dimlama is a vegetable stew
with lots of potatoes, carrots and bell
peppers and just a little bit of meat.

LAGHMAN

Lagman is an Uyghur dish with noodles, meat and
vegetables. The noodles can be served with or
without a broth and second of all there are different
types of noodles. Bozo laghman comes with fried
noodles and gyozo laghman with boiled noodles.

MANTI

Manti are dumplings filled with meat that
have become hugely popular in Central
Asia. It is more likely that it originated with
Turkish and Mongol tribes that spread this
recipe throughout the silk road from China
to Turkey.

SAMSA

These baked, stuffed pastries are usually
made with onions and lamb meat, but potato versions are also available. In a triangular or half-moon shape, lightly golden on
top and often sprinkled with sesame seeds,
samsa are most reminiscent of Indian samosas and just as delicious.

KYMYZ

Kymyz is a fermented mare’s milk. The
trademark kymyz jolt of tanginess can be a
revelation for ones trying it first time. It also
features a raft of purported health benefits.
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COVAX

Working for global equitable
access to COVID-19 vaccines

The outbreak of deadliest corona
virus (COVID-19) or (SARS-CoV-2) from
Wuhan province of China in 2019 was
the beginning of the most challenging
pandemic of this century and considering its high mortality and rapid spread,
an effective vaccine is urgently needed
to control this pandemic. Precautionary
measures were taken and nationwide
lockdowns were imposed but the world
continues to face an existential threat.
As a result, the academia, industry, and
government sectors are working tightly
together to develop and test a variety of
vaccines at an unprecedented pace.

riod relatively. As of 18 February 2021,
at least seven different vaccines across
three platforms have been rolled out
in countries. Vulnerable populations
in all countries are the highest priority
for vaccination. At the same time, more
than 200 additional vaccine candidates
are in development, of which more than
60 are in clinical development.
COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access, abbreviated as COVAX, is a global
initiative aimed at equitable access to
COVID-19 vaccines led by UNICEF, Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, the World Health
Organization, the Coalition for Epidemic

A glance at the spread of infection
and death toll shows that Asian countries, such as India, Turkey, Iran, and
Indonesia have the highest numbers
of confirmed coronavirus cases.
Among the earliest countries
to report COVID-19 cases
after the outbreak in
mainland China were
Japan, South Korea, Thailand
and Vietnam, but
these

Preparedness Innovations, and others.
For the COVID-19 vaccine development,
the World Health Organization proposed attributes and criteria for considerations for the evaluation and prioritization of COVID-19 candidate vaccines.
COVAX is part of the ACT Accelerator,
which WHO launched with partners in
2020. is one of the three pillars of
the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator, an initiative begun in
April 2020 by the World Health
Organization
(WHO),
the European Commission, and the government
of France as a response to
the COVID-19
pandemic.
C O VA X
aims to coordinate international
resources to enable
the equitable access of
COVID-19 diagnostics, treatments, and COVID-19 vaccines.
By 15 July 2020, 165 countries –
representing 60% of the human population – had joined COVAX.
With the expedited development of vaccine, another major hurdle
faced by the global population is the
mass-immunization process because it
is difficult to vaccinate the global population overnight. Furthermore, the
international regime also established
the ACT-Accelerator to contain the
COVID-19 pandemic faster and more efficiently by ensuring that successful diagnostics, vaccines and treatments are
shared equitably across all countries. It
will speed up development and production and manage vaccine distribution
fairly, because otherwise, there will be
hoarding in some places and life-threatening shortages in others.
Similarly, the Country Readiness
and Delivery (CRD) work stream is part
of COVAX, the vaccines pillar of the Ac-

states
has successfully controlled
the pandemic as
compared to Europe
and North America. As
of mid-March 2021, the US
leads the death toll table with
542,360 deaths in total others include India, Iran, Indonesia, Turkey,
and Iraq with more than 300,000 deaths
combined. However, the death tolls in a
number of countries are claimed to be
significantly higher than those given in
official figures.
With the global efforts, we have
been able to develop vaccines to beat
the deadly virus within a very short pe-
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cess to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator.
Through the CRD work stream, WHO,
UNICEF, the GAVI Secretariat, and partners are working together at the global
and regional levels to develop and disseminate adaptable global resources
(e.g., guidance, trainings, tools, and advocacy materials) to support COVID-19
vaccines introduction..
WHO advises that once a vaccine(s) is shown to be safe and effective,
and authorized for use, all countries
receive doses in proportion to their
population size, albeit initially in
reduced quantities. This will
enable every country to
start by immunizing the
highest priority populations.
In the
second
phase,

v a c c i n e s
would continue to be deployed
to all countries so
that additional populations can be covered according to national priorities.

In a snapshot, fair allocation
of vaccines will occur in the
following way:
• An initial proportional
allocation of doses to
countries until all countries
reach enough quantities to
cover 20% of their population.
• A follow-up phase to
expand coverage to other
populations. If severe supply
constraints persist, a weighted
allocation approach would be
adopted, taking account of a
country’s COVID threat and
vulnerability.

HBL

PAKISTAN
SUPER
LEAGUE

T20

PSL is Pakistan’s T20 league, which
started in 2016, a much-needed project
acknowledging Pakistanis’ passion and
craze for cricket. Even though it has a
short history, but the influence and engagement it has is overwhelming. Scheduled for three weeks, it begins in February, where each team plays a double
round-robin format before the knockout stages. PSL started with five teams
but now has six teams: Peshawar Zalmi,
Quetta Gladiators, Islamabad United, Lahore Qalandars, and Karachi Kings, with

Multan Sultans as the latest team. Each
team has a blend of local and foreign
players, making the game more interesting to watch. Habib Bank Limited (HBL)
owns PSL’s title sponsorship.
The year’s edition was suspended
only after 14 matches, following a spate
of Covid-19 cases among players and
support staff. It has been decided to resume the season in Karachi in two and
a half months’ time with the PCB offering two windows after revamping their
coronavirus protocols, which have come
under severe fire in the wake of the season stalling in very abrupt fashion. The
window for the unfinished 2021 edition
of the Pakistan Super League is likely
to begin on May 23, with at least seven
days of quarantine to start. The PCB had
chalked out two options, with one involving double-headers every day from June
6 and a final on June 20, or to covers 16
group matches in 13 days.
Same happened last year, when because of COVID-19 the tournament was

postponed at the knockout stages and
continued again in November 2020. PCB
once again discontinued the rest of the
tournament after few cricketers were
tested positive for the virus along with
some other positive cases.
The idea of PSL emerged between
2007 and 2008 when Dr Nasim Ahsraf
was the Chairman of PCB and it was seemingly inspired by India’s discontinued ICL
and the successful IPL. Compared to IPL,
PSL is a short-term league with six teams
and a limited number of tournaments,
which makes it
exciting. IPL, on
the other hand,
gets annoying
because of its
long
period.
Ashraf’s idea of
PSL was to hold
the
country’s
league to revive
international
cricket in the
country. In the
initial years, the
PCB then chose
UAE as the venue because it
had been hosting Pakistan’s international matches anyway and it took a few years to bring PSL
home.
There is no doubt in the fact that
Pakistan’s T20 league has arguably become the world’s second-most valuable
and engaging league over the years.
While PSL has risen to become one
of its kind, it has also helped Pakistan
gain its positive image back. Foreigner
players or foreigners at large did not
have a positive image of Pakistan and
assumed that it is
not a safe country
to visit. Last year,
in 2020, when the
entire PSL league
happened in Pakistan, it broke that
misconception. Total 34 matches were
played in four ven-

Trophy Pakistan Super League
(PSL)
PSL (Pakistan super league) is
one of the biggest T20 league in
Pakistan. It is the professional T20
cricket franchise league founded
in Lahore on 9 September 2015,
which was established by Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB).

ues, including Lahore, Karachi, Multan
and Rawalpindi. The opening ceremony
took place in Karachi. The playoffs were
scheduled to take place in Lahore by the
end of the year 2020, after being delayed
for eight months due to the virus but
were later shifted to Karachi. Bringing
PSL home has paved the way for international cricket to come home. Pakistan
hosted matches with Zimbabwe last year,
making natives happier.
The idea of PSL has served the
country more than one can imagine. It
has now become something which the
natives impatiently wait for throughout
the year. It’s a much-awaited festival,
just like Ramadan and the two Eid’s. PSL
changed the worldview of Pakistan. It
will undoubtedly attract more tourists
when this Pandemic ends; hopefully, this
will happen soon. Even if this Pandemic
has affected this T20 league, it will surely come out in its full glory soon. PSL is
more than just a cricket tournament in
Pakistan.
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Since 2001 especially, Afghanistan
has been turned into a laboratory for
21st-century intervention and its application of power. The study of Afghanistan has vastly expanded and it has been
the subject of policy articulation and
has populated publishers’ catalogues
and university curricula. Afghanistan
exists in public debate, in the entertainment industry and museums, and
has been thought about a lot, and an
‘idea’ of Afghanistan has taken shape
in the Western mind. ‘Imagining Afghanistan’ engages with this idea
through a rich assembly of materials relating to the work of past and
present knowledge practitioners,
including academics, political analysts and policy-makers. “The
scientist, the scholar, the missionary, the trader, or the soldier [who] was in or thought
about, the Orient because he
could be there, or could think
about it, with very little resistance on the Orient’s part,” in
Edward Said’s terms.
The book spans the
history of modern Afghanistan from the early 19th CE, when the
country was emerging into the consciousness of British empire builders, to
the present. It is a prison-break that releases colonialism’s categories and ideas
from their (wrongful) captivity in history
for them to find their intimate place in
the community of Western knowledge
on Afghanistan.
At its core, Imagining Afghanistan engages with “the hegemonic discourse and its totalizing ambitions”
about the histories of the Afghan state
and its peoples. Woven into the book’s
argument are three intersecting threads;
to begin with, Afghanistan represents “an
intrinsically violent place” in the imagination of the transatlantic Anglosphere,
but ‘our’ “politics of disavowal” maintain that ‘we have nothing to do with it.
Secondly, a rich “grammar of difference”
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segregates ‘us’ and the ‘West’ from ‘them’
and ‘Afghanistan’. Lastly, this discourse
is marked by a “superficial” engagement
with Afghanistan’s history and politics,
particularly so in times of conflict. This,
to bring the argument full circle, reaffirms Afghanistan’s place in a geopolitical
hierarchy
whose

s t r u c ture
enables and sanctions
intervention.
The book is an example of “insurgent scholarship”, and an illustration of
the need for the continuing decolonization of imperial/colonial knowledge as a
continuous act of resistance in our very
own age of imperialism. Imagining Afghanistan shows the pathways in which
the idea and “story” of Afghanistan have
come about and taken root.
The book stands on the shoulders
of studies that have crossed (and continue to eradicate) the (artificial) disciplinary boundaries between history and
international relations in an attempt to
make visible the colonial legacies in their
combined knowledge systems.
Imagining Afghanistan focuses on
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the intellectual cornerstones of historical knowledge production, and how
these were, (and continue to be) recycled and cultivated for application in instances of imperialism, racism and war
in the present. The analysis draws out
the (at best) “lazy” and (at worst) “mercenary” scholarship that has contributed to the reification of Afghanistan as a
violent place and failed state allegedly
riddled with tribal customs – in short,
the scholarship that assists in turning
‘inferior’ Afghanistan into a legitimate
object of ‘superior’ Western intervention. As such, Imagining Afghanistan is a
“decolonising intervention” as well as an
exercise in auto-decolonisation prompting knowledge practitioners in the humanities and social sciences to “unlearn
the colonising impulses of knowledge
production in the Western academy”.
Also, the book has an important message to all knowledge-practitioners: we cannot escape the past, but
we are obliged to change the way we
think about its knowledge systems. True
to its thought framework, Imagining Afghanistan is explicit about its engagement with ‘story-telling and ‘sense-making. It firmly incorporates the dialogic
making of modern empire and ‘frontiers’,
centre and ‘periphery’ into its larger
make-up.
This book makes for essential reading for every knowledge-practitioner,
and particularly those studying or ‘working on’ Afghanistan because we have the
power to construct ideas and narrate
stories that are acted upon; we also have
a responsibility to recognise the coloniality of our knowledge as the basis for
its sustained deconstruction in the first
place. We can level the power of imperial
knowledge by critiquing one colonially
woven idea at a time. That process demands acts of auto-decolonisation from
all of us if we want to avoid forms of complicity, conscious or otherwise, in physical or epistemological acts of imperial
violence.

