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COVID-19 and AGENDA 2030

Worthy Readers! 
    The focus of this issue is the withering 
impacts of COVID-19 on 17 Sustainable Development Goals and how 
developing nations like Pakistan can repriotize, localize and strength-
en their resolve to achieve the UN Agenda 2030. The Big Story focus-
es that although the development of vaccine is helping us overcome 
the short term socio-economic affects of a pandemic but there is a 
need to re-prioritize and revisit the SDGs for long-term and and a few 
of its targets seems clashing with the post-COVID 19 conception of 
sustanability. Emerging technology being the forte of Melange Int’l 
Magazine, we also previously brought you an exceptional insight into 
implications of Artificial Intelligence on Nuclear Deterrence and AI 
shall alter the security landscape in South Asia. Moreover, this issue 
focuses on Pakistan’s bilateral relations with Central Asian Republics, 
specifically Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenstan. 
Similarly, the fraternal relations between Pakistan and Sri Lanka, and 
PM Imran Khan’s maiden visit was includes for our worthy readers in 
this Issue.
This issue of Mélange International Magazine engaged national and 
international scholars, journalists and expert opinion makers to shed 
light on a number of subjects including, Financial Action Task Force 
and Pakistan’s standing, Climate Change, Pakistan’s maritime secu-
rity, Women Empowerment, revisiting Kashmir Policy and other na-
scent diplomatic activities of the previous month.
 
 The March Edition of Mélange International Magazine is in 
your hands to quench your thirst for reading and pondering upon 
the most significant diplomatic developments of the month. This edi-
tion carries a number of special reports, including the Climate Action 
and Ministry of human rights performance 2020, along with a range 
of articles and and a number of others mesmerizing readings. The 
Mélange team hopes that the current edition will win your hearts and 
minds like the previous editions.
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The ambition of a new universal agen-
da - attaining sustainable develop-
ment until 2030 - withered away 

with the outbreak of COVID-19. The after 
effects of pandemic not only distressed the 
social, economic and political spaces but 
also setback the progress achieved by na-
tions to achieve sustainability. Developing 
nations like Pakistan were the most affect-

ed ones in this context because these na-
tions were already facing economic strain 
and were unable to pull the 17 goals due to 
their underdeveloped infrastructures. The 
ongoing pandemic has pushed the world 
into a recession and exacerbated economic 
growth, and productivity –all three being 
the primary drivers of alleviating living 
standards and reducing poverty. Although 
Pakistan was the first country to adopt 
SDGs in its parliament through a unimous 
resolution and incumbent the government 
has embarked on a journey to become a 
welfare state however, but the outbreak of 
COVID-19 has created multidimensional 
challenges for the country to achieve sus-
tainability and further the well-being of its 
citizens.
 Although a number of nations 
were falling behind the targets set by SDGs 
2030 prior to the COVID-19 but the ongo-
ing global health crisis has augmented the 
gap and created more challenges for the 
realization of sustainability for the com-

ing decades. to contain the spread of the 
pandemic and drawdown the causalities, 
nation-wide lockdowns were imposed, 
which brought the global economy to a 
standstill, which will and it will more likely 
lead to reduction in funding for SDGs. Sim-
ilarly, COVID-19 has further complicated 
the security situations of nations resulting 
in emerging non--conventional security 
threat such as like infodemics, socio-eco-
nomic degradation, and in future, possibly 
leading to a failure in distinguishing be-
tween a natural outbreak of infectious dis-
eases and a premediated biological attack. 
Considering everything, COVID-19 has 
affected the SDGs directly and indirectly, 
and created an environment of emergen-
cy across the globe, which has brought a 
distressing social, economic and political 
crisis that will leave deep scars for years to 
come. 
 In the case of Pakistan, the gov-
ernment imposed a complete lockdown on 

February 26, 2020 due to rapid increase 
in COVID-19 cases but after four months, 
the government of Pakistan decided to 
impose ‘Smart Lockdown’ to minimize the 

Multidimensional Impacts of COVID-19 
on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

Challenges, Responses and Recommendations for Pakistan

AMNA MALIK
Author is the Editor-in-Chief of 
Mélange International Magazine 
and The Asian Telegraph and Pres-
ident of Center of Pakistan and In-
ternational Relations (COPAIR)

BIG STORY

"The Government of 
Pakistan designated 
PKR 1.2 trillion for 
COVID-19 recovery 
plan, including 150 
billion for low-in-
come families, 2 bil-
lion for daily wage 
workers, and 15 bil-
lion for health and 
food supplies"
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economic toll which had taken on the 
daily wage laborers. Althrough the vac-
cination process has begun in Pakistan 
but according to the statistics of Febru-
ary 28, 2021, there are approximately 
581,365 confirmed cases in total with an 
average of 30 new cases per day. The on-
going pandemic incurred huge losses to 
the national economy, as in the last quar-
ter of FY2019-2020 economy nosedived, 
inflation plunged and job losses of up to 
18.5 million are expected.
The Government of Pakistan designated 
PKR 1.2 trillion for recovery plan and 
budget to be spent through a multi-sec-
toral relief package to address the chal-
lenges arisen due to the outbreak of 
Covid-19. The economic relief package 
assisted the vulnerable sector. This in-
cluded 2billion for daily wageworkers, 
150billion for low-income families, 
15billion for health and food supplies 
etc. This relief package implicitly aid-
ed in achieving, or at least sustaining, 
the GOAL 1 (No Poverty), Goal 2 (Zero 
Hunger), and Goal 3 (Good Health and 
Wellbeing). Among other measures to 
boost economy, those in line with SDGs 
included Pakistan Poverty Alleviation 
Fund (PPFA) partnerships with 19 or-
ganizations, Ehsaas Emergency Cash 

Program” with total allocation of Rs 144 
billion to provide immediate cash relief 
of Rs 12,000 to 12 million families of 
daily wage earners. Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash Program has completed its original 
target of distribution of funds to over 12 
million beneficiaries, the government 
has set a new target of 16.9 million bene-
ficiaries and budgetary allocation raised 
to Rs 203 billion.
 Among all the influences of 
COVID-19 on SDGs, Good health and 
wellbeing (GOAL 3) was the most ob-
vious casualty across the globe and de-
veloping nations like Pakistan were the 
most vulnerable due to its underdevel-
oped infrastructure and short supply 
of the human and material resources. 
Healthcare workers and armed forces 

faced shortage of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE’s). Amid the scarci-
ty of resources and economic setback, 
the Government of Pakistan has taken 
thoughtful measures like smart-lock-
down, national command and control 
center, seeking assistance from friendly 
countries, approval of clinical trials of 
plasma therapy and locally made ven-
tilators for treatment, collaboration for 
vaccine development, and providing 
economic relief to society. Moreover, 
the Government of Pakistan was able to 
pull up the initiatives of providing health 
insurance to under-privileged citizens 
across the country get access to their en-
titled medical health care in a swift and 
dignified manner without any financial 
obligations during the pandemic. This 
was a huge leap towards achieving GOAL 
3 of SDGs.

THE PANDEMIC COULD PUSH THE 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE LIVING IN 
EXTREME POVERTY TO OVER 1 
BILLION BY 2030.

The major problem in achievement of 
SDGs has now become the funding be-
cause all nations incurred huge losses 
and the global economy contracted up to 
5 percent in 2020 due to the lockdowns. 
The major determinants of SDGs success 
in 2015, when the goals were marked, 
were sustained economic growth and 
globalization; however, both were torn 
into shred by the ongoing pandemic. 
When the goals were set, national bud-
gets were flushed with funds but due to 
the economic slowdown during the pan-
demic, there will be a drastic reduction 
in funds allocation for the sustainable 
development agenda. Developing econ-
omies, like Pakistan were already under 
the financial burden and struggling to 
repay debts while the economic cost of 
the pandemic left them more vulnerable. 
This is the reason that Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan called for financial 
assistance from the developed nations to 
mitigate the impacts of COVID-19 and re-
arranging the debt repayment cycles of 
developing nations. The government of 
Pakistan has announced bailout packag-
es to revive its economy and provided its 
underprivileged citizens with financial 
assistance but to overcome the setback, 
all developing nations will have to re-pri-
oritize their development preferences 
and establish an innovative and cost-ef-

fective policy mechanism to achieve the 
SDGs.

Prior to SDGs, MDGs also set a goal to 
eradicate extreme hunger and poverty, 
and according to statistics provided by 
the UNDP, more than a billion people 
were lifted out of poverty from 1990 to 
2010; five years before the timeline. UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was of 
the view that “the global mobilization 
behind the Millennium Development 
Goals has produced the most success-
ful anti-poverty movement in history.” 
Despite this success, half of the world 
population were still employed in vul-
nerable conditions and the poverty ra-
tio gap was expected to rise in coming 
years, which is why SDGs set its GOAL 1 
to have no poverty. According to a recent, 
report of UNDP, “under a ‘COVID Base-
line’ scenario, the pandemic could raise 
the number of people living in extreme 
poverty by 44 million in 2030, under 
“high damage scenario” the number of 
people living in poverty could reach up 
to 1 billion by 2030.” Therefore, looking 
at the increase in population by 2030 
and currently, 1.3billion people living in 
multidimensional poverty, pandemic led 
us to square one again and there is no 
progress achieved.
 Pakistan’s success in alleviat-
ing poverty is evident from stats, as the 
country had 9 percent poverty in 2011 
while in 2020 it reached to 1 percent. 
This shows Pakistan's committment and 
achievement of SDG1. However, the goal 
is to reach the threshold of earning $3.20 
per day while more than 20 percent of 
the current population lives under this 
threshold, posing a major challenge to 
completely achieve SDG1 until 2030. 
Equally, the incumbent government has 
taken a number of initiatives like es-
tablishing parliamentary task forces, 
district-level databases and providing 
financial assistance (Ehsaas Emergency 
Program) to underprivileged citizens to 
overcome this poverty ratio gap. More-
over, Pakistan has successful in imple-
menting legislations like the Balochistan 
Senior Citizens Act of 2017 and The 
Punjab Charities Act of 2018, which will 
further the cause. The government has 
also pledged to align its social protection 
policies with SDG 1 and ensure better 
targeting of poverty reduction measures 
especially focusing on vulnerable groups 
such as women, children and people 

BIG STORY
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with disabilities. While there is much 
more to do, the multi-dimensional ef-
forts of the incumbent government seem 
sincere and moving towards the accom-
plishment of SDG1. Zero Hunger SDG2 
is also among the most affected areas of 
SDGs due to COVID-19 lockdowns and 
their impacts on agriculture. According 
to the UN World Food Programme, more 
than 265 million people are expected to 
suffer from food shortages and 821mil-
lion people are already undernourished. 
Goal 2 could be achieved by internation-
al cooperation but due to pandemic the 
chances are bleak now and countries are 
not in a position to divert the funds com-
mitted to SDG targets like sustainable ag-
riculture. Moreover, the demands of cash 
crops have already fallen, and eventually, 
when the industries will double down 

their manufacturing, the environmental 
degradation will congregate, thus affect-
ing food security.
 In terms of Education (Goal 4), 
COVID-19 setback the progress of this 
goal due to closure of schools during the 
pandemic. According to the estimates of 
UNDP, “the effective out-of-school rate 
indicate that 60% of children are not 
getting an education, leading to glob-
al levels not seen since the 1980s. The 
combined impact of these shocks could 
signify the largest reversal in human de-
velopment on record. This is not count-
ing other significant effects, for instance, 
in the progress towards gender equali-
ty. The negative impacts on women and 

girls span economic - earning and saving 
less and greater job insecurity -, repro-
ductive health, unpaid care work and 
gender-based violence.” In Pakistan, ed-
ucational institutes remained closed for 
almost 10 months and then initiated dis-
tance learning but it also faced numerous 
problems because more than half of the 
students, mostly from the peripheral re-
gions, do not have access to the internet 
and computers or gadgets, and the fac-
ulty was not trained to teach effectively 
through online channels. Overall, the 
target to achieve gender parity in liter-
acy and supply of good teachers through 
international cooperation for training 
in developing countries remained zero 
during the pandemic lockdowns.
“This crisis shows that if we fail to bring 
equity into the policy toolkit, many will 
fall further behind. This is particularly 
important for the ‘new necessities’ of 
the 21st century, such as access to the 
Internet, which is helping us to benefit 
from tele-education, telemedicine, and to 
work from home.”- Pedro Conceição, Di-
rector of the Human Development Report 
Office at UNDP. 
 
Expert analysis of SDGs after the ongoing 
pandemic shows that there are several 
new areas of concern that should be tak-
en into consideration to achieve sustain-
ability across the globe without conced-
ing erstwhile. According to the UN, “the 
most explicit impacts of COVID-19 on 
the SDGs were on the GOAL 1: No Pover-
ty; GOAL 2: Zero Hunger; GOAL 3: Good 
Health and Well-being; GOAL 4: Quality 
Education; GOAL 8: Decent Work and 
Economic Growth; GOAL 10: Reduced 
Inequality; and GOAL 12: Responsible 
Consumption and Production. While 
having an added focus on the health sec-
tor due to the ongoing pandemic, oth-
er goals may affect it in the longer run. 
Such as GOAL 5: Gender Equality; GOAL 
6: Clean Water and Sanitation; GOAL 7: 
Affordable and Clean Energy; GOAL 9: 
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure; 
GOAL 11: Sustainable Cities and Commu-
nities; GOAL 13: Climate Action; GOAL 
14: Life below Water; GOAL 15: Life on 
Land; GOAL 16: Peace and Justice Strong 
Institutions.”
 The goals like providing de-
cent employments to the one-fifth of the 
youngster across the globe also seems 
shelved due to the pandemic. More than 
81 million people lost their jobs world-

wide due to COVID and this ratio is ex-
pected to remain high during 2021 as 
well. This directly affects other SDGs 
as well like health and wellbeing, zero 
hunger, gender equality and reduced in-
equalities etc. According to the Asian De-
velopment Bank projections, unemploy-
ment in Pakistan could jump from 8.9 
percent in 2019 to somewhere between 
17.3 and 21.5 percent in a year due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and 660 million 
youth is severely challenged. According 
to Moody, the recovery related to em-
ployment may take four years meaning 
that it will normalize until 2024, leaving 
only six years for reaching the goal. The 
target to increase Aid for Trade support 
for developing countries also seems to 
sink because nations are diverting funds 
for their post-pandemic recovery.
“The world has seen many crises over 
the past 30 years, including the Glob-
al Financial Crisis of 2007-09. Each 

has hit human development hard but, 
overall, development gains accrued 
globally year-on-year. COVID-19, with 
its triple hit to health, education, and 
income, may change this trend,” says 
UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner.
 Building on the MDGs, the Agen-
da 2030 seemed achievable and sub-
stantial progress has been made by the 
nations in the first few years of adoption 
of SDGs but the pandemic adversely af-
fected the momentum of achievements. 
A report published during the first year 
of the pandemic indicated the possible 
impacts of COVID-19 on the SDGs stated 
that the effect is three-fold:
1. It will erase some of the commendable 
achievements made so far regarding 
some goals which have been directly af-
fected
2. It will slow down the progress of some 
other goals in the coming months due to 
resetting of priorities
3. Resources might be reallocated to the 
immediate priority sectors
 Nevertheless, in the context of 
COVID-19 and attainment of SDGs, there 
was an unseen benefit, such as Goal 13 
Climate Action, Goal 14 Life below Water, 
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and Goal 15 Life on Land received a re-
lief. The planet rejuvenated and air qual-
ity has been ameliorated significantly 
in the polluted cities, similarly, the flora 
and fauna revived due to less human in-
terventions. This development was due 
to the decrease in the mass-movements 
due to nationwide lockdowns. Another 
implicit impact of pandemic was seen 
on Goal 17 ‘Partnerships to achieve the 
Goals’ because the global world stood 
united to contain the spread of the virus 
and then expedited the development of 
vaccination, showing resilience towards 
the mutual concerns. It is the case with 
SDGs; they are of global concern and re-
quire global solidarity like one we wit-

nessed during the pandemic.
 A report titled “COVID-19 Im-
pacts on the Sustainable Development 
Goals” delineates the fact that few goals 
are counterproductive and two-third of 
them are not well placed to mitigate the 
impacts of COVID-19. It also forecasts 
that up to ten percent of the 169 SDG tar-
gets could even worsen the situation and 
have bearing on the future of pandemics.
 The pandemic brought us to 
realize that like the COVID-19, sustain-
able development is also a global prob-
lem and requires global solidarity. It led 
us to question the collective long-term 
goals of humans, to strive collectively for 
reversing climate change and ensuring 
that all individuals must receive a good 
education and better health facilities. 
Thus, the lesson pandemic taught us is 
that there is no planet-B and we have to 
every individual have to make changes 
in their life, which collectively will cul-
minate into a global change resulting in 
sustainability of our planet and a better 
life for generations to come.
 International organizations 
recommended few post-pandemic mit-
igation strategies to achieve the SDGs, 
like UNDP suggested five priority steps 
to tackle the crisis, which includes, pro-
tecting health systems and services, 

ramping up social protection, protecting 
jobs and SMEs, making macroeconomic 
policies work for everyone, and promot-
ing peace, good governance and trust to 
build social cohesion. UNDP also called 
on the international community to rap-
idly invest in the ability of developing 
countries to follow these aforemen-
tioned steps. UN Secretary General Anto-
nio Guterres called for changing the indi-
cators of economic growth and focusing 
on the well-being and sustainability in 
the post-pandemic period.
 For Pakistan, a report pub-
lished by the Economic and Social 
Consortium for Asia and Pacific (ES-
CAP) recommended that:
• The Government of Pakistan should 
incentivize the sustainable value chains 
and restructure the tariffs and regulato-
ry measures for SDG push
• State Bank of Pakistan can introduce 
credit facilitation for innovative enter-
prises that use clean technology 
• Research to evaluate the credit gap that 
exists for micro, small and medium en-
terprises that focus on sustainable pro-
duction
•The government should revisit the tar-
gets and reprioritize them according to 
the domestic needs and their conver-
gence with the national interest such 
as one decoupling the development and 
wellbeing with economic growth
• Redefining the role and responsibilities 
of stakeholders to mitigate the long-term 
impacts of COVID-19 on different seg-

ments of society and to align the small 
efforts with realization of different goals 
of Agenda 2030
• Creating a permanent body like NCOC, 
which should work on research, resource 
development like providing training and 
strategizing to combat the future chal-

lenges like COVID-19
• Legislations to focus on clean energy, 
investments in sustainability and green 
bonds, and harnessing the technology 
for SDG push
• Allocating additional resources to bio-
technology and invest in research and 
development and it is because there are 
predictions that more such pandemics 
are more likely to occur in near future
• Focus on sustainable health decisions, 
meaning decisions that are made in 
the present do not compromise future 
needs. Making such decisions requires 
adapting to the current context, antici-
pating future impact, and using a rights-
based framework
• Promote a culture of reuse and recy-
cling, along with penalties for environ-
mentally irresponsible practices
• Strengthening the social accountability 
through think tanks and other civil soci-
ety organizations for the sustainability 
transition
 thus the lesson the pandem-
ic has tought us is that that there is not 
Planet-B and therefore as individuals 
we have to make changes in our life 
In conclusion, COVID-19 poses austere 
challenges for the attainment of SDGs, 
especially in the case for developing na-
tions and struggling economies for Paki-
stan. It requires $2.5trillion per year is 
required to achieve the SDGs until 2030 
but as the world is plunged into recession 
by the pandemic, it makes even harder to 
achieve the development targets set by 
all nations in 2015. This is why, now we 
have to make a thorough assessment of 
how COVID-19 setback our progress on 
SDGs, and for this we have to revisit the 
goals, identify the converging areas, in-
tegrate the goals with the national and 
individual healthcare decisions, and for-
mulate a recovery plan to mitigate the 
impact of COVID on SDGs.
 Small efforts can make huge 
strides and with the same spirit adopted 
by stakeholders across the globe to con-
tain the pandemic; we can achieve the 
SDGs as well.

BIG STORY
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Emerging technologies and disruptive innovations has been 
key influencer of international relations and security, and 

an integral defining characteristic of the major powers. Incor-
poration of new technologies in the realm of military often re-
sult in new threats and challenges, which challenge the conven-
tional notions of competition and power, changing the security 
landscape altogether. Among all 
emerging technologies, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), although in its 
embryonic phase, has been most 
potent and torrential due to its 
crosscutting utility in military and 
intelligence affairs. The most ob-
vious application of AI in military 
and intelligence affairs is its use 
in developing smart and intercon-
nected systems and its role in de-
cision-making. At one end, AI acts 
as the status-quo enhancer but on 
the other hand, it reverses the bal-
ance of power. The nascent devel-

opments in the field of AI is a major threat to the prevalent nu-
clear deterrence of nations because ability of AI to make swift 
analysis, its utility in payload delivery, and most significant one 
is the use of AI in the robots –which could be used for civilian 
and military purposes. 
 Artificial Intelligence (AI) is “the capability of a ma-
chine to imitate intelligent human behavior” and experts be-
lieve that superintelligence of AI will surpass human intelli-
gence in next few years. Current developments in the field of 
AI is rapidly growing, having far-reaching consequences for the 
national and international security and dominant military pow-
ers like the USA, China and Russia are harnessing this disrup-
tive technology for their military modernization and defence 
purposes. The use of AI in intelligence gathering and analysis, 
logistics, AI based weapon platforms, cyber and information 
related operations, command and control, and in a variety of 
semiautonomous and autonomous vehicles is a bone of con-
tention in the academia, supranational organizations striving 

for peace and militaries struggling 
to safeguard their sovereignty and 
national interests..
 The military application of 
AI includes “machine learning, 
neural networking, and autono-
my” that broadly feature in robots, 
transportation, communication, 
Command, Control, Communica-
tions, Computers, Intelligence, Sur-
veillance, and Reconnaissance 
(C4ISR) systems, and nuclear ar-
senals”. These AI led advances in 
the domain of military renders the 
technology as a force-multiplier 

NUCLEAR DETERRENCE IN THE AGE OF AI

Spotlight

Awais Siddique
Author is the Digital Editor of Melange Interna-
tional Magazine, Associate Editor at The Asian 

Telegraph and Research Associate at COPAIR
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and heightens the probability of AI exploitation for threaten-
ing the adversarial nuclear forces and escalating tensions. 
 The alarmists contend that AI winter is unlikely and 
superintelligence of AI have potential to disturb the prevalent 
nuclear deterrence. The proliferation of AI-based anti-ballistic 
missile systems and drones are diminishing the nuclear deter-
rence. Coercive use of AI can lead to the strategic imbalance, 
challenge the nuclear deterrence, and compel humans to make 
devastating decisions, intentionally or inadvertently. The cur-
rent trajectory of AI development, together with that of com-
plementary information technology and other advancements, 
indicate that in near future AI militarization will also largely 
effect the nuclear-security and deterrence. A report published 
by Rand Corporation in 2018 construe that, the military use 
of AI could intensify the risk of a nuclear war and severely 
compromise the prolonged nuclear strategic stability. It also 
delineates that “AI has significant potential to upset the foun-
dations of nuclear stability and undermine deterrence by the 
year 2040, especially in the multipolar strategic environment”. 
The militarization of AI, especially the proliferation of Lethal 
Autonomous Weapon Systems (LAWS) or subversion of an ad-
versary’s AI capability, can also increase the possibility of an 
armed escalation between states leading to nuclear use during 
a crisis.
 Conversely, the complacent view is that a AI compe-
tition can lead to strategic stability and bolster deterrence, as 
machine have no bias and cannot make mistakes, thus through 
use of AI for situational awareness in defence, there are less 
chances of human error and risks of miscalculation, which can 
foster stability. The propensity of military use of AI will less 
likely aggravate the prevalent nuclear stability and deterrence 
of multipolar nuclear world order. Nuclear-armed states lever-
aging AI to achieve or sustain first-mover advantages in this 
multipolar context will likely destabilize this fragile order with 
uncertain outcomes.
 Having its pros and cons, at one end, the application 
of AI for military modernization allows the weaker nucle-
ar-armed states to overcome the imbalance of power, while 
on the other side it also exacerbates suspicions that dominant 
military powers may employ it to further solidify their martial 
supremacy and engage in actions that are more provocative.
 As Alfred Thayer Mahan hinted in the last century 
that, “whoever rules the waves rules the world”, Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin succinctly puts it now as, “whoever wins 
the race for AI superiority will become the ruler of the world.” 
The Vision 2020 and 2025 of the world’s most powerful and 
advanced military, the US, acknowledged the incorporation of 
AI for offense and defense purposes, which highlights the sig-
nificance of technology in military affairs.
 Carl Von Clausewitz describes war as “having an en-
during nature but a constantly changing character”. In this lieu, 
it is a high time that all nation-states, especially nuclear-armed 
ones, should consider the latent, disruptive and inevitable 
impact of AI on nuclear security before it becomes extreme-
ly challenging to the preserve of strategic stability. In coming 
decades, AI will more likely erode the strategic significance of 
nuclear deterrence and nuclear powers will need institutional 
reassurance to help limit the nuclear risk. Nuclear restraints, 
in coming quarter century will necessitate cooperation of rival 
states underlying a fortuitous combination of technological, 

military, and diplomatic measures.
 Meanwhile, in the South Asian region, India and Paki-
stan are progressively concerned about the potential benefits 
of AI for defence and security purposes. Currently, a debate has 
started on the opportunities and risks posed by the AI renais-
sance in the military realm. However, it suffers from large loop-

holes, particularly in the incipient discussion on the potential 
impact of AI on strategic stability and nuclear risk in South 
Asia. A glance at the military modernization plans of India and 
Pakistan hints that both South Asian nuclear powers are play-
ing catch-up in the world competition on military AI. A com-
parison of Indian and Pakistani military advances in the realm 
of military AI with the dominant powers like the US, China, and 
Russia shows uncertainty and both nuclear archrivals seems 
to be under-resourced and inefficient in defence research and 
advance tech industries.
It is evident from the current developments that AI will be an 
imperative part of military affairs in near future and will have 
a disruptive impact on the security landscape. Although cur-
rent military affairs are more automatic rather than autono-
mous and AI application is limited, such as semi-autonomous 
or teleoperated robots and UAVs but there is an ongoing global 
effort to develop such systems for defence purposes such as 
autonomous tanks, underwater vehicles etc. which in turn is 
spiraling into an arms race of autonomous systems. It is the 
need of the hour to put halt to the arms race of autonomy and 
incorporation of disruptive technologies like AI in military af-
fairs and this is possible through taking confidence building 
measures and increased engagement of nation-states in multi-
lateral forums and global institutions like UN Group of Experts 
on Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems.
 Keeping the nuclear peace in a time of such techno-
logical advances will require the cooperation of every nuclear 
power in the domain of emerging technologies especially AI 
and its use as a weapon. It will require new global institutions 
and agreements, new understandings among rival states, and 
new technological, diplomatic, and military safeguards. For 
this purpose, COPAIR also organized a webinar for the con-
ceptual clarity and understanding the implications of AI on the 
nuclear deterrence of Pakistan. This webinar was part of the 
series of conferences COPAIR will organize in future and they 
will not only highlight the threats of AI to the national security 
and nuclear deterrence but will also delineate the requisites 
for the incorporation of AI in the broader military moderniza-
tion agenda. The resolve behind these activities are to provide 
recommendations to the policymakers and address the chal-
lenges of national security and modern warfare spurring from 
military use of AI.

Spotlight
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Women empowerment is 
essential for economic, 
social, and political devel-
opment. Gender inequali-

ty and discrimination against women is 
widespread and common in almost all 
cultures. This disparity is rampant in de-
veloping and under-developed countries. 
Women’s political participation has pro-
found positive and democratic impacts 
on communities, legislatures, political 
parties, and citizen’s lives. The spirit and 
vitality of women should never be un-
derestimated as a catalyst for change. A 
sustainable way of human development 
can only be achieved by providing equal 
opportunities to women. 
Women empowerment is crucial for hu-
man development and no society can 
progress without including, accepting, 
and recognizing women as important 
factors of change in societies. Women 
empowerment is imperative for sustain-
able development and entire nations, 
businesses and communities can benefit 
from the implementation of programs 
and policies of women empowerment. 
Empowerment of women is a necessity 
for the development of a society, since it 
enhances both the quality and the quan-
tity of human resources available for 
development. Empowerment is one of 
the main procedural concerns when ad-
dressing human rights and development.
 Promotion of Women Empow-
erment is essential for meeting devel-
opmental goals and creating prosper-

ous, peaceful, and safe world. Women 
empowerment is a process that enables 
women to control their lives, reshape 
their societies, and develop their com-
munities. Women empowerment is all 
about equipping and allowing women to 
make life determining decisions. It also 
includes the actions of raising the social 
status of women through awareness, 
education, literacy and trainings related 
to self-defense. Women empowerment 
means women are gaining more and 
more control and power over their own 
lives and choices.
 The United Nations (UN) Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs), issued 
by the UN Secretary General in 2001, 
are a “road map” for implementing the 
Millennium Declaration. Goal 3 calls for 
gender equality and women’s empower-
ment. 
 UN is committed to achieve gen-
der equality and women empowerment 
through humanitarian and development 
goals. Thanks to United Nations and its 
member states that, thousands of mil-
lions of women are now free from vio-
lence and discrimination, enjoying their 
ultimate right to education, employment, 
and political participation. This can be 
seen in the areas of poverty reduction, 
education, and health care in many devel-
oping countries.  United Nations Devel-
opment Program coordinates on global 
and national levels to integrate the con-
cept of gender equality and women em-
powerment into democratic governance 
system. 
 United Nations (UN) Women 

is an entity dedicated to women em-
powerment and gender equality. It is 
a global drive for girls and women, UN 
women was established to accelerate 
progress on women empowerment and 
meet their requirements worldwide. UN 
women support UN member states and 
set standard operating procedures and 
global goals for achieving gender equal-
ity in governance, economic sphere, and 
social structure. UN women works with 
the governments and civil society of 
member states to design policies, amend 
laws, and initiate programs and services 
required to ensure that the standards are 
effectively implemented and truly proved 
beneficial for women and girls. It works 
globally to make the vision of sustainable 
Development goals a reality for women 
and girls.
Twenty first century have witnessed 
women making progress in every sphere 
of life and certainly women have largely 
contributed for a positive change in the 
world.  Women leaders have changed and 
influenced world politics and introduced 
a new direction for crisis management 
and environment protection along with 
promotion of peace and harmony in the 
world. Indeed, women are deeply com-
mitted to peacebuilding and post conflict 
reconstruction and they have a unique 
power approach to resolve conflicts on 
negotiation table. Women advocates sta-
bility, conflict prevention and harmony 
in the world. Studies shows that when 
women make peace agreements, post 
conflict governance order, and recon-
struction structure, it often proves long 
lasting. 
 It is worthy to mention Angela 
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Merkel , German politician and first fe-
male Chancellor in the world is described 
as the de facto leader of European Union 
and most powerful women and leader 
of free world.  She is also known as “ Cli-
mate Chancellor”, with her at the helm, 
The European Union Council presidency 
initiated a consensus among European 
Union member states on a 2030 climate 
target and pandemic stimulus program 
for green recovery. 
 World have lauded the efforts 
of Jacinda Arden (Prime minister of New 
Zealand), that she was able to demon-
strate a compassionate and emphatic 
response to a violent terrorist attack 
against a religious community. A change 
in response also termed as feminine re-
sponse by Jacinda Arden, to a violent 
terrorist attack was applauded by the 
world.
 Women play a vital role in envi-
ronmental protection and climate change 
management therefore their full partici-
pation is essential to achieve sustainable 
development. In this regard major agent 
of change in environment protection is 
a young and furious teen named Greta 
Thunberg (Swedish environmental activ-
ist) who is actively fighting and challeng-
ing world leaders to environment protec-
tion and climate change. 
 The youngest Noble Laureate 
from Pakistan, the survivor of terrorist 
attack, Malala Yousafzai is a female ed-
ucation activist, known for advocating 
human rights, focusing on promotion of 
education in developing countries. The 
fierce young face from Pakistan have 
given some powerful inspiring message 
after facing death from the most notori-
ous Terrorists. She put great emphasis on 
education and empowerment of change. 
There are many other women like The-
resa May Prime Minister of United King-
dom, Michele Obama, first lady of Unit-
ed States of America, Melinda Gates, 
co-chair of Bill & Melinda Foundation 
those with their work have worked ex-
tensively to bring transformational im-
provements and health and prosperity of 
families, and societies.  
 The United Nations has main-
tained and strengthened its support for 
women around the globe and it certain-
ly has improved the lives of hundreds of 
millions of women and girls across the 
world yet there are many developing and 
underdeveloped countries where status 
of women is b and they are part of vi-

cious cycle of patriarchy, discrimination 
and social injustice. 
‘”Things have changed for the better, 
but not for all women and not in all do-
mains of gender equality. Progress has 
been slow and limited for some women 
in very poor countries, for those who are 
poor, even amid greater wealth, and for 
those who face other forms of exclusion 
because of their caste, disability, location, 
ethnicity, or sexual orientation. Whether 
comparisons between men and women 
in the same country, or absolute com-
parisons of women across countries, the 
progress in some domains is tempered 
by the sobering realities that many wom-
en face in others”.
World Development Report 2012
 Pakistan is the world’s fifth most 
populous country and second largest 
South Asian country with 212.3 mil-
lion population (based on world meter 
elaboration of the United Nations data). 
The sixth housing and population cen-
sus shows that men have outnumbered 
women, where 51 percent of total popu-
lation of Pakistan and women makes 49 
percent. Women in Pakistan have played 
important role in the history and devel-
opment of their country. The country 
have produced number of female heroes, 
the country have given international pol-
itics-Benazir Bhutto first Muslim women 
executive and head of state and many 
others strong visionary women like 
Sherry Rehman, Fehmida Mirza, Hina 
Rabbani Khar,Major General Shahida Ma-
lik,  Mala Yousaf zai and Muniba Mizari. 
On the other hand, there are women like 
Mukhtaran Mai, Asia bibi and Tehmina 
Durrani who have suffered in the hands 
of violent perpetrators irrespective of 
their socio-economic status. 
 Pakistan has number of policy 
goals and commitments on national lev-
el for women empowerment and devel-
opment that include protection against 
harassment of women at workplace Act, 
Honor killing Act (criminal law), offence 
related to rape and National Plan of Ac-
tion on Human rights. Despite these leg-
islations and policies, Pakistan’s ranking 
for gender equality remains one of the 
lowest in the world. 

The status of women in Pakistan varies 
across different classes, regions, ethnici-
ties, rural, urban divisions due to unequal 
distribution of socio-economic resources 
and impact of societal and feudal norms 
on lives of women across Pakistan. How-
ever, women in Pakistan still faces dis-
crimination due to patriarchal structure 
of the society, religious extremism, and 
low literacy ratio. Many scholars argue 
that no society can make advancement 
without mainstreaming women as an 
active member of the society therefore 
there is a need to legislative changes to 
achieve gender parity in Pakistan. 
 First, there is a need to devise 
large scale, comprehensive solutions that 
include national and local policy prac-
tice, as well as engagement of individu-
als minds and hearts. In this way a huge 
impact can be made in gender equality 
and realize national development goal 
including MDGs. There is a greater need 
to focus on women empowerment on 
four dimensions for a notable change in 
the world. That includes strengthening of 
legal and policy framework, improve in-
stitutional capacity and process, engage 
civil society, and formation of new com-
munity relationship that empower wom-
en and sustain equality.
 Second cross cutting strategies 
are required in the social system that is 
deeply embedded with violence against 
women including home-based violence.
 Third, pivotal role in address-
ing gender gap must be played by lead-
ership: the leadership include political 
leadership and business leadership. 
 Fourth, the most important tools 
to achieve women empowerment are 
the policy incentives. These ranges from 
quotas, targets, wage equality, legisla-
tion, parental leave policy, agile age, and 
robust infrastructure to reach financial 
independence. 
 Fifth, promoting and encourag-
ing women in leadership role, it will in-
crease their visibility and normalize their 
presence in high ranked positions.  
  United Nations must show its 
leadership by prioritizing gender equal-
ity at work. It must ensure that its efforts 
are coherent and effective as possible in 
women empowerment and promotion 
of women rights and security. Women 
empowerment is prerequisite of sustain-
able development and together, we can 
achieve this goal and ensure a better fu-
ture for the women around the world.   

In Focus
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Kashmir Solidarity Day is observed 
every year to convey the message 

to Kashmiri Muslims that Pakistan and 
its people stand with them in their le-
gitimate struggle for the fundamental 
right to self-determination and freedom 
from the Indian oppression. The struggle 
of Kashmiri Muslims has entered into a 
new phase after the abrogation of Article 
370 on 5th August 2019 and the recent 
developments by the BJP-led govern-
ment in India vis-a-vis occupied territo-
ry of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 
 Kashmiri Muslims have been 
struggling for their basic human rights 
for over ninety years. Their struggle 
has passed through different phases: 
pre-partition, post-partition, post-Bur-
han Wani and Post 5th August 2019. 
Their generations have seen and beard 
countless unforgettable events of massa-
cres, rapes and tortures. Their history of 
the unmatched struggle for freedom has 
never witnessed a single moment when 
Kashmiri Muslims gave up their struggle 
and bowed down to Indian brutal forc-
es. They lost their sons, their daughters 
& mothers got raped by Indian inhuman 
forces, women lost their husbands and 
children lost their parents but they nev-
er gave up. Indian brutality continues 
and Kashmiri struggle for freedom never 
ends. 
 Kashmir Dispute appeared on 
the global stage when the United Nations 
didn’t hesitate to intervene in the con-
flict in 1948. Several resolutions were 
passed and the UN promised a plebiscite 
for people of Jammu & Kashmir to decide 
their political destiny. But, it never hap-
pened. UN had been reluctant through-
out history to take practical measures to 
save the Kashmiri Muslims from Indian 

barbaric actions in Kashmir. Even, Inter-
national media and International human 
rights organizations didn’t take the issue 
seriously. Everyone was looking at Kash-
mir Conflict from the Indian lens. Indian 
forces continued to kill the innocent un-
armed Kashmiri Muslims in the name of 
terrorism. Kashmir was being treated as 
it was not part of this world, as the peo-
ple of Kashmir were not human beings, 
as they didn’t deserve attention.
 The killing of Burhan Wani and 
the massive protests after 8th July 2016, 
sought the world’s attention. Few inter-
national media outlets and many social 
media activists started to realise that 
India had been fooling the world about 
Kashmir resistance. Indian atrocities 
further increased in post-Burhan Wani 
era. The use of internationally banned 
pellet guns became a common practice 
of Indian brutal forces. From 2016 to Au-
gust 2019, thousands of Kashmiri Mus-
lims were blinded, tortured and brutally 
killed. Rape has been used as a weapon 
of war for over seven decades, especially 
for the last thirty years. But, did the UN 
hesitate to intervene? No, they didn’t. 
Major Powers of the world ignored the 
Indian atrocities in Kashmir. 
 BJP-led government abrogate 
Article 370 and removed the special 
status of IOJ&K on 5th August 2019. Be-
fore doing this injustice to the people of 
Kashmir, the entire valley was put under 
strict curfew and internet shutdown. 
This Indian government action was 
against UN resolutions, a bilateral agree-
ment between India and Pakistan and 
also against internationally recognized 
fundamental human rights. Internation-
al media and renowned human rights 
organizations had been exposing Indian 

Kashmir Conflict in Post-5th August Scenario and the Global Response

Zeeshan
Research Associate at (COPAIR)

Editor’s Choice

“Between January 1 and 
30 December 2020, 65 
unarmed civilians have 
been killed by Indian 
forces in Kashmir. In-
dian occupational and 
barbaric forces con-
ducted 312 CASOs and 
destroyed 657 civilian 
properties in IIOJK. “  
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atrocities in Kashmir. 
The illegal Indian actions were being 
criticised across the global. UN holds a 
meeting on Kashmir dispute after over 
fifty years but nothing comes concrete 
out of that meeting. It seems that it was 
just a formality which had to be fulfilled.
 Thousands of articles have been 
written on Kashmir conflict since the In-
dian government abrogated Article 370. 
Many international human rights orga-
nizations have raised serious concerns 
over the BJP-led Indian government’s 
agenda in Kashmir. But, it hasn’t worked. 
UN was formed to protect the fundamen-
tal human rights and resolve the conflicts 
peacefully. It has miserably failed in case 
of Kashmir Dispute. 
 Moreover, Major Powers could 
have resolved the Kashmir dispute but 
they preferred economy over humanity. 
They see India as a big market for them, 
so they overlook Indian illegal actions 
in Kashmir. For example, the US which 
claims to be the sole superpower in the 
world never threatened India with eco-
nomic sanctions in case of Kashmir. Does 
the US not know about Indian brutal and 
illegal actions in Kashmir? It does. But, 
it doesn’t care about the Kashmiri Mus-
lims. It does care about its economy. The 
US has declared India as its strategic ally 
in the South Asian region. They enjoy 
good trade relations. The US will never 
go against India. 
 In addition to it, France also 
claims to be one of the human rights 
champions in the world. But, they don’t 
question India over its illegal and dra-
conian occupation of IOJ&K. French 
government is serious about its Rafael 
deal with India but it has no issue over 
the dying humanity in Kashmir. Almost 
the same is the case with Russia and the 
UK. Their claims of being human rights 

champions are false. They are doing 
nothing for Kashmir dispute but pro-
tecting their economic interests. When 
it comes to Kashmir, all go into a deep 
slumber. If these major powers continue 
this inhuman attitude in case of Kashmir, 
then the world might witness serious 

implications for peace in South Asia and 
beyond. 
 The BJP-led government is fol-
lowing the agenda of Akhand Bharat, 
which means a pure Hindu State with no 
minorities. Their first target is Kashmir, 
then the Indian Muslims and then other 
minorities especially Sikhs living in India. 
The Indian government has unleashed 
its plans to change the demographic in 
Kashmir. After the abrogation of Article 
370, they have introduced new domicile 
law in Kashmir. According to new domi-
cile law, those who have resided for 15 
years in Indian-administered Kashmir or 
studied for seven years and appeared in 
Class 10/12 examinations in education-
al institutions located in the region are 
now eligible to become permanent resi-
dents. It has been also reported that the 
Indian government has issued over  
430,000 new domicile certificates to the 
people who are not residents of the oc-
cupied territory of Jammu and Kashmir.  
 The last year, 2020, has record-
ed a significant rise in Cordon and Search 
Operations (CASOs), killings of civilians, 
destruction of civilian properties and en-
counters. Between January 1 and 30 De-
cember 2020, 65 unarmed civilians have 

been killed by Indian forces in Kashmir. 
Indian occupational and barbaric forc-
es conducted 312 CASOs and destroyed 
657 civilian properties in IIOJK.   

      There are two types of crisis 
which are unfolding in this region; first 
the humanitarian crisis in Kashmir and 
also inside India due to India’s discrimi-
natory policies towards minorities espe-
cially Indian Muslims and Sikhs, and sec-
ondly India’s conflict with Pakistan over 
Kashmir which could lead to nuclear war. 
BJP-led government is hell-bent on de-
stroying all fundamental human rights. 
Their aim to achieve Akhand Bharat is 
threatening the existence of minorities 
especially Indian Muslims. This will cre-
ate the biggest humanitarian crisis in the 
human history of the world. In the case 
of Kashmir, Pakistan and India both are 
nuclear powers. India’s unilateral inhu-
man and illegal actions in Kashmir as 
well as on LOC are threatening the peace 
of the South Asian Region. If both coun-
tries go into war, then it will have a det-
rimental impact on peace in South Asia. 
And the nuclear war between these two 
will have a global impact.
 The Indian stubborn attitude 
needs to be dealt with an iron hand. 
Without taking practical steps, the In-
ternational community especially major 
powers can’t stop Indian war against 
peace and humanity. The UN should im-
pose economic sanctions on India for 
killing thousands of unarmed civilians 
in Kashmir. International Criminal Court 
(ICC) should be approached to hold In-
dian government accountable for gross 
human rights violations in IOK. Major 
Powers should threaten India to boycott 
until it stops barbaric actions against 
Kashmiri Muslims. If there is a will, there 
is a way! 
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Money laundering (ML) and Ter-
ror Financing (TF) has emerged 
as some of the most drastic chal-

lenges to the modern world. The growing 
menace is a vertex point of the organized 
crimes and terrorism-related activities 
because it is a fundamental aspect of re-
source management and enhancement. 
From Asia to Europe, the Middle to Af-
rica, America all the states around the 
globe are exposed to this alarming trend 
over the past two decades and this threat 
likely to escalate in foreseeable future 
due to the unprecedented environment 
fostered by the global outbreak of a pan-
demic. With growing technological inno-
vations and modernization trends, the 
reliance on technology has exceeded over 
the period. The digitalization aspect has 
further enhanced the ambiguous config-
urations with reference to business-re-
lated activities. With all this progressive 

development, the security risks have also 
deepened further with a multifarious tra-
jectory of transnationalism and global in-
tegration. It has become a paradox in na-
ture that the global world is fascinated by 
technological dependence and vows to 
combat such risks through the means of 
technology, this key assertion justify that 
humans have become a tool that is subor-
dinated to the technologically driven cal-
culus in all the sphere of life. Apart from 
third world states, first world countries 
such as European and American states 
are most vulnerable to the illicit trends 
of money laundering and terror financ-
ing. The growing influence of non-state 
actors, the role of charity organizations 
and non-governmental entities have also 
become a major drive force behind the 
worldwide spread of Money laundering 
and financing of terrorism.

Digitalization and technological ad-

vancement has integrated the contours 

of global economy whilst Money laun-

dering and Terror Financing has be-

come must easier for criminal actors. 

This diversification has drawn ambig-

uous configurations and it has posed 

heinous challenges for combating glob-

ally spread menace of illicit activities 

vis-à-vis Ml/TF

 It is not confined to a single state 
or entity rather it is embodied in the so-
cial fabric all across the world and the 

majority of the global economy is driven 
through such covert designs. According 
to the author’s model, a global mon-
ey-laundering total of $2.85 trillion per 
year, heavily concentrated in Europe and 
North America. Likewise, according to 
the Basel AML Index 2020 report, the av-
erage risk score across all 141 countries 
on the ML/TF list remains unacceptably 
high, at 5.22 out of 10 –where ten is equal 
to the maximum risk. Even the European 
Union and Western Europe overall risk 
score is 4.01. Likewise, East Asia and Pa-
cific loom with an overall 5.6 risk score. 
With the justification of those facts, FATF 
expectations from any country in the 
world to attaining 100% precision in the 
containment of ML/TF is a wild goose 
chase in the dark.
 As far as Pakistan’s anti-money 
laundering drive is concerned, it started 
back in the year 1997 when the country 
issued its first-ever Anti-Terrorism Act to 
block the funding channels of CFT and 
other illegal channels of money launder-
ing. However, in 2004, FATF revamped 
its compliance model and introduced its 
40 recommendations, including the ter-
ror financing protocols that remain its 
standard-issue list thereafter. In the year 
2007 – the Anti-Money Laundering Or-
dinance was issued by Pakistan in com-
pliance with FATF protocols to further 
strengthen the indigenous mechanism of 
the illegal flow of money. In 2008, FATF 
issues a major early report with concerns 
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about AML/CFT implementation in Paki-
stan and it is pertinent to mention that, 
country was plugged in with the menace 
of terrorism and it has been proactive as 
a frontline actor in combating the coun-
terinsurgency and countering terrorism 
operations. Despite such challenges, the 
country continued its structure of an-
ti-money laundering and enacted the An-
ti-Money Laundering Act in the 2010.
Pakistan had been a key strategic partner 
of the US., however, in 2012 the bilater-
al ties between US-Pak relations hit low 
and concurrently FATF puts Pakistan on 
its ‘grey list’ of monitored jurisdictions. 
This entails FATF’s irrationality and in-
fluencing role of western lobbies to use 
the entity in aligned with their interests 
rather for the real cause of establish-
ment. In 2015, Pakistan made further de-
velopments to uplift its security system 

regarding the shadow economic activi-
ties and it further brought legal reforma-
tive measures through enacting the AML, 
Amendment Act as part of measures to 
get off the ‘grey list’ and its efforts paid 
and Pakistan made exit from the ‘grey 
list’ that year.
 During 2014, the strategic part-
nership of Pakistan and China further 
transcended into the deep economic 
nexus as in the year 2015 both countries 
jointly announced the establishment of 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), with a $62 billion allocation for 
infrastructure and investment projects. 
Following the flagship project of BRI, it 
became the hotspot for irking ties and 
this notion became another intervening 
aspect for pushing Pakistan into the grey-
list for the second time. Pakistan was 
placed on the ‘grey list’ in June as part 
of a renewed effort by India to conspire 
to subjugate Pakistan through econom-
ic violence. There is another key point 
that countries such as Afghanistan and 
India, whose black economy in relative 
(Afghanistan) or absolute (India) terms, 
would far outstrip Pakistan, are conspic-
uously omitted from the FATF’s grey list. 
India escalated its hybrid war strategy 

and weaponized the mirror body of the 
FATF, the Asia Pacific Group (APG), to 
sanction Pakistan further into the year 
‘FATF blacklist’, 2020 a plenary of the 
FATF is held in Paris from February16, 
2021. Pakistan has made significant 
progress on 14 points out of the required 
22. To review Islamabad’s performance 
on its action plan, it is evident that the 
country has taken stringent reformative 
measures and been able to address 21 of 
the 27 action items.
 The aforementioned statistics 
entails that Pakistan has shown immense 
cooperation and engagement with the 
FATF compliance protocols whenever it 
was asked for an appraisal. Considering 
the efforts and cooperation of Pakistan, 
the country must be exempted from the 
FATF grey list status. Another signifi-
cant challenge Pakistan faced in the due 
course was the eruption of pandemic, 
which has further exposed the world to 
the MML/TF risks, due to overreliance 
on technology for trade and economic ac-
tivities. Without mapping a layout, FATF 
cannot further push a state into a posi-
tion where it further gets into a turbulent 
environment under the looming cloud of 
sanctions. It is evident that Pakistan has 
taken all the inclusive measures through 
the utility of all available resources, how-
ever, those strategies should not be con-
fined to adhere to the FATF compliances 
but it should be a long-term initiative 
that can subvert the illicit and illegal flow 
of money.

Pakistan has taken stringent refor-
mative measures and been able to 
address 21 of the 27 action recom-
mendations provided by FATF
  Pakistan should adopt a 
compliance culture subsisting by educa-
tion and training programs as an impera-
tive to bring adherence and awareness, in 
accordance to ML/TF combating global 
regimes. Other bearings include ensuring 
internal controls to mitigate any potential 
areas that poses high risk for that specif-
ic organization or financial institutions. 
In addition, conducting an institutional 

risk assessment is important and under-
standing how to do a risk assessment 
and the methodology behind the risk 
assessment. Once the risks are assessed, 
then, the action plan to mitigate the gaps; 
through identifying mechanisms, should 
be identified. Similarly, establishing a 
risk appetite, risk threshold as far as the 
corresponding bank is considered deter-
mining you know what level of risk; they 
are determining to accept in order to do 
business with the respondent bank. This 
surveillance enhancement procedure can 
be further propelled with the initiative of 
a dual method- a risk-based approach and 
a rules-based approach to implementing 
this program, its important incorporat-
ing documentary tension, and recorder 
tension so that previous information can 
be accessed easily. This notion can be fur-
ther encrypted by creating a screening 
and appropriate software to identify cus-
tomers, determine whether they or not 
they are a path, and determine whether 
the source of wealth of income is and re-
ally know your customer the KYC acro-
nym and to understand really what the 
level of risk is with the customer. Most 
importantly, undertaking a risk rating on 
the products and services that the orga-
nization offers must also be critically ap-
praised through the means of technology 
and modern gadgets introduction would 
assist to have checks-balances.
  Therefore, a multitude 
of areas like in-depth training within an 
organization, are essential to establish 
and maintain corresponding banking 
relationships. Banks should focus on 
the technological aspect as well, which 
includes using updated software that 
screens and searches effectively and ef-
ficiently, an assessment of whether the 
manual versus the automated technology 
being used is effective, and whether there 
is a better option available. Similarly, en-
suring am effective implementation of 
training for the individuals to apply the 
technology.
 To conclude, the global regimes 
must take all the preventive measures 
into account while assessing the case of 
any state that holds the threat of ML/TF. 
Merely punishing a state through impos-
ing sanctions cannot serve the purpose, 
and there is a dire need for structural 
changes to mitigate the challenges posed 
by this repression of the illicit flow of 
money worldwide.

Economy and Finance
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Indigenous production of arms and 
ammunition makes the armed forces 
independent to defend the territorial 

integrity of their respective country. In 
the case of Pakistan, Pakistan Ordnance 
Factories (POFs) have been remarkably 
contributing to Pakistan’s journey of 
self-reliance in Defence Production. It is 
not only fulfilling the arms and ammu-
nition requirements of Pakistan Armed 
Forces but also significantly contribut-
ing to the National Economy of Pakistan. 
Therefore, it is rightly stated that these 
are the forces behind the armed forces in 
Pakistan.  
 Pakistan Ordnance Factories 
(POFs), the largest defence industrial 
complex under Ministry of Defence Pro-
duction, was founded by the Government 
of Pakistan at a very crucial time in 1951 
because at that time Pakistan had no 
manufacturing facility for arms and am-
munition. Before the partition of British 
India in 1947, the British raised sixteen 
ordnance factories but none of them was 
located in Muslim majority areas. There-
fore, after the partition, all of those facto-
ries were given to the newly independent 
state, India. Pakistan was in dire need to 
have a manufacturing facility for arms 

and ammunition to deter the security 
challenges from India. This situation laid 
down the foundation of the POFs.
 Currently, the POFs consist of 
fourteen factories and twelve commer-
cial divisions. Factories include Weapons 
Factory, Machine Gun Factory, Small Arms 
and Ammo Factory, Medium Artillery 
Ammo Factory, Heavy Artillery Ammo 
Factory, Tank & Anti-Tank Ammo Factory, 
Bombs and Grenade Factory, Propellants 
Factory, Explosive Factory, Filling Fac-
tory Brass Mills, Tungsten Ally Factory, 
Carbide Factory and Clothing Factory. 
Moreover, the commercial divisions are 
Wah Industries Ltd, Wah Nobel Acetates 
Ltd, Wah Nobel Chemicals Ltd, Wah No-
bel, Shot Gun Ammunition Factory, Wah 
Gezhouba, Wah Brass Mill, Welfare Pack-
ages Factory, Wah Nobel Detonators Ltd, 
Hi-Tech Plastics Ltd, Packaging Factory 
and Wah Construction Ltd. 
 There are over seventy major 
products which are manufactured by Pa-
kistan Ordnance Factories (POFs). The 
main products include automatic rifles, 
light, medium and heavy machine guns, 
a wide range of mortar and artillery 
ammunition, aircraft and anti-aircraft 
ammunition, tank and anti-tank am-

Pakistan Ordnance Factories (POFs):
 Forces behind the Forces ‘Can Make History’ 

in the Global Market
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munition, bombs, grenades, landmines, 
pyrotechnics and signal products. In ad-
dition to it, the POF also produces com-
mercial explosives and hunting ammuni-
tion and possesses extensive facilities for 
the manufacture of brass, copper and al-
uminium ingots. The complex’s advanced 
garments factory manufactures military 
uniforms and also caters to the needs of 
the civil sector.
 Moreover, the core objectives of 
the POF are to meet the requirements of 
ammo and arms of Pakistan Armed Forc-
es during peace and wartime, to utilize 
the surplus capacity for commercial and 
export purposes and to manage and ad-
minister factory affairs and run them on 
sound commercial lines. In the pursuit 
of these objectives, the POF is fulfilling 
90 per cent ammunition needs of Armed 

Forces and also exporting surplus pro-
duction to over 40 countries in Asia, Eu-
rope, Middle East and Americas. 
 General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
while concluding his remarks on the per-
formance of POFs during the recent vis-
it to the complex, appreciated the POFs 
endeavours for international ventures 
focusing on exports to contribute to the 
national exchequer and termed POF a 
force behind the Armed Forces serving as 
the backbone in defence of Pakistan. He 
also said that Technological up-gradation 
/ modernization and indigenous devel-
opment to attain self-reliance in defence 
production are vital to meet the challeng-
es of the future battlefield.    
 As far as the prospects for the 
POF’s role in strengthening the econ-
omy of Pakistan are concerned, the 
complex can be among effective and 
practical options to overcome the eco-
nomic challenges of Pakistan. Recently, 
a CBS-affiliated television station, KUTV, 
has released a press on “Global Military 

Propellants and Explosives Sales Market 
Size 2021” which is a research report 

produced by Market Research Intellect. 
This report has focused on some key as-
pects of the market such as profitability, 
market share, key regions, production, 
and key competitors. The POFs has also 
been mentioned in the report among the 
major manufacturers Military Propel-
lants and Explosives along with Explosia, 
Pakistan Ordnance Factories, Australian 
Munitions, Eurenco, General Dynamics, 
MAXAM Corp, Rheinmetall Defence, etc. 

 In addition to it, according to the 
report, the global Military Propellants 

and Explosives market size is projected to 
reach USD 4586.1 million by 2026, from 
USD 4058 million in 2021, at a CAGR of 
2.1% during 2021-2026. This increasing 
size of the global market should not be 
overlooked by the Government of Paki-
stan which will significantly contribute 
to the national exchequer. Therefore, the 
policymakers need to formulate strate-
gies to grab maximum benefits from this 
rising global market of Military Propel-
lants and Explosives. 
 In a nutshell, Pakistan Ordnance 
Factories (POFs) have been playing a 
pivotal role in the pursuit of Pakistan’s 
self-reliance objective in the field of de-
fence production. The contributions of 
POFs towards Pakistan’s economy also 
hold undeniable significance. Now, the 
Government of Pakistan should aggres-
sively work to upgrade the POFs to in-
crease its capacity and further raise the 
standards to enhance the share in the 
global market of Military Propellants 
and Explosives which would result in an 
unusual contribution to strengthen Paki-

Economy and Finance
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A visionary leader creates a uni 
fying vision and turns the vision 
into reality which is considered 

a fundamental skill of a leader. He/she 
brings all the people, who are working 
under his/her supervision, together 
around a common goal and also 
provides a focal point for de-
veloping strategies to achieve 
a better future. Sardar Ya-
sir Ilyas Khan has become 
an example of a visionary 
leader who is leading the 
Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) with fervor and vi-
sion. Becoming President 
of ICCI, on 1st October 
2020, was a huge success 
for the young Entrepre-
neur and CEO of Centau-
rus Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan but he has 
emerged as a visionary President of ICCI 
within few months.  
 The ICCI, established in1984, 
aims to promote trade, industry, and 
services sector through local and foreign 
trade investment, income tax & sales tax 
customs, banking & finance, energy effi-
ciency and conservation, environment, 
tourism promotion, youth, and wom-
en economic empowerment, etc. Many 
presidents have served ICCI in the histo-
ry of ICCI and contributed significantly 
to achieve the stated goals of the organi-
zation. Sardar Yasir Khan is not only car-
rying on the legacy of the former presi-
dents but also leading the organization 
with a broader vision.    
 Sardar Yasir Khan took the 
charge as President of ICCI on 1st Oc-
tober 2020 for 2020-21 and the taking 
over ceremony held at ICCI. Soon after 

assuming the presidency, he did not wait 
for another event/ceremony/program 
to explain his vision. While speaking, 
after the taking over ceremony, he said 
that Pakistan has great potential 
t o enhance agri-

culture pro-
ductivity and 
the govern-
ment should 
focus on 
construct-
ing more 
small and 
m e d i u m 
dams for 

w a t e r 

storage to boost the agriculture sector. 
He also suggested that the tourism sec-
tor has a lot of potentials to grow and 
the government should reduce duties on 
this sector and make conducive policies 
for attracting private sector investment 
in tourism infrastructure development. 
  Moreover, Mr. Khan stated that 
the business community was the back-
bone of the economy and he would work 
for the protection of respect and honor 
of businessmen. In the end, he said he 
would work on the slogan of

and would take all possible initiatives to 
make progress towards that direction. 
He further asked the members to keep 
sending him their input and proposals to 
address problems and bring further im-
provement in the working of the Cham-
ber.Since October 2020, mar Khan has 
been proactively working to achieve his 

visionary objectives. Also, he has become 
a leading voice for the resolution of is-
sues that are related to trade and foreign 
direct investment. Moreover, he is mak-
ing utmost efforts to serve the cause of 
the business community by raising their 
voice across all the concerned corridors. 
For example, the promulgation of a bal-
anced rent control act in Islamabad was 
a longstanding demand of traders. The 
National Assembly of Pakistan passed 
Rent Restrictions (Amendment) Bill 
2020 on 20th October 2020 to address 
the very longstanding burning issue of 
the traders of the federal capital and Mr. 
Khan played a significant role in this re-

gard. 
 Furthermore, he has been con-

sistently pushing the government of 
Pakistan to formulate conducive pol-

icies for the promotion of FDI in Pa-
kistan. For the promotion of trade, 
Mr. Khan is actively engaging with 
foreign diplomats and the busi-
ness community. 
 Recently, on 11th February 
2021, the Jordanian envoy along 
with Dr. Maen Khareasat, min-
ister plenipotentiary at the Jor-
dan embassy, visited the ICCI 
and met ICCI president Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas Khan and his team.

 While speaking to Arab News, 
Mr Khan has told that ICCI has proposed 
to Jordan to start joint productions as la-
bor was cheaper in Pakistan than Jordan 
and Jordanian companies could bene-
fit from installing their manufacturing 
plants in Pakistan. 
 Mr. Sardar Khan Ilyas Khan has 
proved himself to be a visionary leader 
in a very short time as under his lead-
ership ICCI is playing an effective role in 
the protection and promotion of rights 
of trade, industry, and services sector. 
His passion and work for Pakistan is a 
great example and an inspiration for the 
people who want to uplift the economy 
of Pakistan and work for the better fu-
ture of the people of Pakistan.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan: 
A Young and Visionary President of ICCI
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2021: Palestine’s Chance of Fighting Back

Auther is a journalist and the Ed-
itor of The Palestine Chronicle. He 
is the author of five books. His lat-
est is “These Chains Will Be Broken: 
Palestinian Stories of Struggle and 
Defiance in Israeli Prisons” (Clarity 
Press). Dr. Baroud is a Non-resident 
Senior Research Fellow at the Center 
for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) 
and also at the Afro-Middle East 

Center (AMEC). 

2020 will go down in history as 
the year that terminated the 
American-sponsored ‘peace 
process’. While 2021 will not 

reverse the monumental change in the 
US attitude and objectives in Palestine, 
Israel and the Middle East, the new year 
presents Palestinians with the opportu-
nity to think outside the American box. 
 The previous year began with an 
unmistakable American push to trans-
late its new political discourse with deci-
sive action.  On January 28, the so-called 
‘Deal of the Century’ was declared as an 

actual political doctrine. A new political 
lexicon began to quickly take hold. The 
‘peace process’, which has dominated the 
American language for several decades, 

seemed a distant memory. Because the 
Palestinian Authority has, for decades, 
molded its own strategy to accommo-
date American demands and expecta-
tions, the shift in Washington left the PA 
with very few options.
 On February 1, PA President, 
Mahmoud Abbas, declared the severing 
of all diplomatic ties with Israel and the 
US, followed by an announcement in May 
that the Palestinian leadership was can-
celing all agreements between itself and 
Israel, including the end of all security 
ties. While the Palestinian decision may 
have served the purpose of temporarily 
quelling Palestinians’ anger, it served no 
practical purpose as it was short-lived.
 On November 17, the PA re-
sumed all security and civil ties with Is-
rael, thwarting the renewed unity talks 
between rival groups Hamas and Fatah. 
The talks had begun in July and, unlike 
previous meetings, the two main Pales-
tinian factions seemed united around a 
set of political ideas, lead amongst them 
their rejection of the US ‘Deal of the Cen-
tury’ and Israel’s plans to annex large 
parts of the occupied territories.

Diplomatic Corner
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 In the final analysis, the PA, 
which hardly enjoyed much respect 
among Palestinians, has lost whatever 
trust it still commanded among its rivals. 
Abbas seemed to be using unity talks as 
a pressure tool to caution Washington 
and Tel Aviv that he still possessed some 
political cards.
 However, while the Palestinian 
leadership has, in the past, succeeded in 
playing the waiting game which guaran-
teed the flow of money since its incep-
tion in 1994, that strategy is now com-
ing to a halt. US priorities in the Middle 
East have obviously changed, and even 
the PA’s European allies hardly see Ab-
bas and his Authority as a priority. A 
weakened European Union, due to the 
unceremonious departure of Britain and 
the devastating economic impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, has pushed Pales-
tine to the bottom of Western agendas.
If 2021 is to bring about any positive 
change in the trajectory of the Palestin-
ian struggle for freedom, new strategies 
would have to replace the old ones.
 Instead, thinking should shift 
completely into a whole new political 
landscape:
First, Palestinian unity must be redefined 
so it is not confined to a mere political 
arrangement between rivals Hamas and 

Fatah, each motivated by its own agen-
da and self-preservation. Unity should 
be expounded to include a national dia-
logue among all Palestinians, so that the 
Palestinian people, at home, or in ‘shata-
at’ (diaspora), should be part of forming 
a new Palestinian - not factional - vision.
Second, a new vision should be devel-
oped and articulated to replace useless 
clichés, dogmas and wishful thinking. A 
two-state solution is simply unattain-
able, not because Israel and the US have 
done their utmost to bury it, but because, 
even if implemented, it will not satisfy 
the minimal expectations of Palestinian 
rights.
In a two-state scenario, Palestinians 
would remain geographically and polit-

ically fragmented, and no realistic and 
just implementation of the right of re-
turn can possibly be carried out. A ‘One 
Democratic State’ in Palestine and Israel 
cannot possibly address all the injustices 
of the past, but it is the most meaningful 
threshold aimed at imagining a possible, 
and certainly better, future for all.
Third, the obsessive reliance on Wash-
ington as the only party capable of medi-
ating between Israel and Palestine must 
end. Not only did the US demonstrate its 
untrustworthiness through its generous 
and relentless military and political sup-
port to Israel, it has positioned itself as a 
major obstacle in the path of Palestinian 
freedom and liberation.
 It behooves the Palestinian 
leadership to understand that the bal-
ances of global power are fundamentally 
changing, and that the US and Israel are 
no longer the only hegemons in the Mid-
dle East region. It is time for Palestinians 
to diversify their options, strengthen 
their ties with rising Asian powers and 
reach out to South American and African 
countries to reverse the total political 
and economic dependency on the US and 
its allies.
Fourth, although popular resistance in 
Palestine has constantly expressed itself 
in numerous forms, it is yet to be har-
nessed as a sustainable platform of resis-
tance that can be translated into political 
capital.
 2020 began with the suspen-
sion of Gaza’s Great March of Return, 
which brought tens of thousands of Pal-

estinians together in a historic show of 
unity. However, Palestinians in the occu-
pied West Bank are desperately trying 
to navigate two overlapping matrices of 
control: the Israeli occupation and the 
PA. This has proven detrimental, as it 
marginalizes the Palestinian people from 
playing a fundamental role in shaping 
their own struggle. Popular resistance 
must serve as the backbone of any au-
thentic Palestinian vision for liberation.
Fifth, for the new Palestinian political 

discourse to matter internationally, it 
has to be backed by a global solidarity 
movement that rallies behind a unified 
Palestinian vision, while advocating Pal-
estinian rights at city, state and national 
levels. The decisive US-Israeli attack on 
the Boycott Divestment and Sanctions 
Movement (BDS) is a testament to the 
success of this tactic in changing the nar-
rative on Palestine and Israel.
 Yet, while there is already a 
strong foundation of Palestinian soli-
darity around the world, this Movement 
should not be focused only on academic 
hubs and intellectual circles, but work its 
way to reach ordinary people, globally.
 2020 may have been a devastat-
ing year for Palestine, but a closer look 
would allow us to see it as an opportu-
nity for a whole new Palestinian political 
discourse.

2021 is Palestine’s chance of fighting 
back.
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From the establishment of diplomatic 
ties in May 1951 to the present day, 

Pakistan and China relations have trans-
formed into an iconic brotherhood which 
is unprecedented in the contemporary 
history of International Relations. Apart 
from diplomatic support, trade agree-
ments, defence cooperation, cultural ex-
change programs and the placement of 
Pakistan in China’s BRI, the geopolitical, 
geo-economic and geostrategic transfor-
mations in the region also contributed to 
deepen and strengthen the relations be-
tween China and Pakistan. 
 Pakistan became the first Mus-
lim country to recognize China and es-
tablished its diplomatic ties with China 
in May 1951. China and Pakistan rela-
tions witnessed no conflict in their jour-
ney of nearly seventy years. Instead, the 
cooperation in trade and more impor-
tantly in security domain exponentially 
increased over time. According to a for-
mer ambassador of Pakistan to China, 
Mr Riaz Mohammad Khan, Pakistan and 

China have been remarkably consistent 
to forge close ties with each other de-
spite the unusual and decisive changes 
in the International Political system.  
During the Cold War, multiple factors 
contributed to deepening the ties be-
tween China and Pakistan. Sino-Indian 
rivalry, the US and Soviet aid to India 
during Sino-Indian war, Indo-Pak con-
flict, cooperation in security and military 
affairs and China’s support to Pakistan in 
1965 war against India had a significant 
impact on China-Pakistan ties. More-
over, Pakistan’s role to bridge relations 
between China and the West especially 
the US and China’s support to Pakistan 
in the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) are pertinent to mention for dip-
lomatic cooperation between these two 
nation-states. 
Moreover, China has been providing eco-
nomic assistance to Pakistan in terms of 
grants and loans for years. The high-pro-
file projects of China include the con-
struction of Karakoram Highway (KKH), 
the Heavy Mechanical Complex (HMC), 
Nuclear Power Plants, Machine Tool 
Plant, Gwadar Port and Heavy Industries 
Taxila (HIT). Furthermore, the manu-
facturing and development of JF-17 and 
Al- Khalid tank is an amazing joint ven-
ture of China and Pakistan. However, the 
cultural exchange programs have also 
contributed to further strengthen the re-
lations between two nations at govern-
ment as well as individual level. 
 On the diplomatic front, Paki-
stan and China have always supported 
each other at all International forums/
institutions/groups such as UNSC, SCO, 

FATF and NSG. For example, China used 
its veto against Bangladesh to block Ban-
gladesh’s entry into the United Nations 
as Pakistan had not recognized Bangla-
desh. Moreover, China has always sup-
ported Pakistan’s stance on the Kashmir 
issue. Similarly, Pakistan supports the 
“One China” policy and firmly stands 
with China on this national issue.   
 China has been concerned 
about its Malacca Dilemma and it also 
needed to explore new avenues to sus-
tain its economy and further enhance 
the economic sphere. Therefore, China 
unleashed its Belt and Road Initiative 
in 2013 which would connect over sixty 
countries through land and sea routes 
and increase economic connectivity and 
interdependence between the coun-
tries along the Silk Road Economic Belt 
and Maritime Silk Road. The placement 
of Pakistan in the BRI and the flagship 
project China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor has opened up another arena of in-
creased economic cooperation between 
China and Pakistan.  
 China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) was established on 22 May 
2013. Under this mega project, China 
is investing in the energy sector, for in-
frastructure development and Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) in Pakistan. The 
projects under CPEC are divided into 
short, medium and long term projects. 
All the projects would be completed by 
2030. CPEC is a win-win situation for 
both China and Pakistan. For China, CPEC 
is offering the shortest route to have ac-
cess to the Persian Gulf which is provid-
ing a lifeline to the Chinese Economy as 

Pakistan-China Relations: A Manifestation of Iconic Brotherhood
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China imports 80% of its oil from the 
Gulf. It would also help China to bypass 
Strait of Malacca to reach the markets of 
Middle East, Africa and Europe. More-
over, it would enhance the economic and 
strategic connectivity of the region with 
China.  
 According to a Chinese scholar, 
Li Xiguang, “The CPEC, the hub of OBOR, 
links the belt in 
Central Asia and the 
road with the Indian 
Ocean. The region 
around the CPEC 
has seen the rise of 
previous world cul-
tural centres. This 
is the same area 
where the ancient 
world influenced 
China and China 
also influenced the 
world. The ancient 
Silk Road civiliza-
tion encompass-
es countries that 
include Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Tajik-
istan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan, and Iran 
which have been portrayed in Yu Gong 
as parts of Suifu and Yaofu. With these 
countries, China needs to maintain re-
gional relationship and political allianc-
es. Constructing a civilizational sphere 
across OBOR is reshaping China’s geopo-
litical and geo-civilizational sphere of in-
fluence. Though the Silk Road is an eco-
nomic zone, it is more a cultural zone.”  
 For Pakistan, CPEC is a ray of 
hope for its shambling economy and to 
fulfil its dream to have economic pros-
perity in the country. Lack of infrastruc-
ture development, energy crises and 
economic crisis have been major issues 
in Pakistan along with the wave of ter-
rorism in the previous years which have 
badly affected all segments of society 
in Pakistan. Pakistan has largely de-
feated the menace of terrorism in most 
of the areas and now peace has been 
established across the country. Due to 
CPEC, the other issues are also being ad-
dressed. The energy sector has shown 
unprecedented growth in recent years 
and consequently, the economic condi-
tions have improved significantly. Under, 
CPEC, the infrastructure development 
drive is going-on across the country. The 

expansion of motorways is one of the 
significant examples in this regard. 
 Moreover, the Gwadar port 
has the potential to become a regional 
economic hub. The use of Gwadar port 
by Central Asian States (CARs) would 
significantly assist Pakistan to exploit 
the full potential of the port which will 
also enhance the connectivity of Paki-

stan with CARs and bring tremendous 
opportunities for Pakistan’s economic 
growth. It is rightly stated that CPEC is 
a ‘game-changer’ for Pakistan. It would 
bring peace and prosperity not only for 
Pakistan but also for the entire region as 
the economic interdependence and con-
nectivity would increase at a significant 
level.
Even though massive fake propaganda 
has been launched against CPEC espe-
cially from the Indian side and the West-
ern media outlets, but it couldn’t affect 
the progress of CPEC projects and the 
further engagements between China 
and Pakistan. Both, the countries have 
agreed to expand the sphere of CPEC; 
the next phase of CPEC would venture 
into seven areas: a) enrichment; b) ex-
pansion, c) financial and insurance ser-
vices; d) eco-tourism; e) agriculture; f) 
joint ventures in education; and, g) in-
dustrial development. 
 Generally speaking, China and 
Pakistan’s brotherhood has defeated all 
the challenges and emerged as an icon-
ic brotherhood in the contemporary 
world. China and Pakistan have strong 
state-to-state and people-to-people con-

nections based on mutual interests and 
respect. The friendship between China 
and Pakistan stood strong against all 
odds. The assistance to each other in the 
fight against COVID-19 is another glar-
ing example of the manifestation of icon-
ic brotherhood between China and Pa-
kistan. For example, after the outbreak 
of coronavirus, China urgently needed 

protective suits, 
safety goggles and 
medical masks. 
The government 
of Pakistan sent 
84,500 N95 Masks, 
279,000 Surgical 
Masks, Suits 8500 
and Goggles 2400 
to support Chinese 
struggle against 
Coronavirus.  
 Similarly, lat-
er on, when the 
COVID-19 hit Pa-
kistan, China sent 
500,000 surgical 
masks and 50,000 
N95 masks. China 
also sent a team 
of medical doctors 
to train and assist 

Pakistani doctors in the fight against 
coronavirus in Pakistan. Recently, the 
People’s Liberation Army has also do-
nated vaccine to Pakistan Armed Forces. 
These doses of vaccination have been 
given to the government of Pakistan to 
contribute to the national vaccination 
drive. The support to each other in hard 
times reflect the iconic brotherhood and 
friendship of China and Pakistan as the 
Chinese quote says, “A friend in need 
is a friend indeed.” The fight against 
COVID-19 has further strengthened Chi-
na-Pakistan brotherhood.
 To cut the long story short, it 
can be said that China and Pakistan 
have enjoyed conflict-free and strong 
relations for a long period. Both coun-
tries have always supported each other 
through thick and thin. Now, The BRI 
and its flagship project CPEC have set 
a new direction for both China and Pa-
kistan towards a “shared destiny.” This 
quotation truly and precisely explains 
the iconic brotherhood of China and Pa-
kistan, “Pak-China friendship is higher 
than the Himalayas, deeper than oceans 
and sweeter than honey”. 
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The President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev plant-
ed a tree at Shakarparian Park Islamabad during his first 

visit to Pakistan, in 1992 and it has become a tall and flour-
ished one now, depicting the friendship of both nations. The 
cordial relations of Pakistan and Kazakhstan dates back to the 
independence of Kazakh Republic in 1990’s and Pakistan was 
among the first five countries to recognize Kazakhstan as a sov-
ereign and independent nation. Ever since both countries en-
joy fraternal relations based on their commonalities like their 
historical linkage, Islamic goodwill and common approach 
towards the global issues. The high level visits to Kazakhstan 
by Prime Ministers and Presidents of Pakistan and similarly 
the President of Kazakhstan H.E. Nursultan Nazabayev visits 
to Islamabad, in 1992 and 2003, is an epitome of brotherly re-
lations of both nations.
 Like its neighbours, Kazakhstan is also a landlocked 
country but it the largest one among all the Central Asian Re-
publics and rich in its natural resources, history and culture. In 
this context, Pakistan not only acts as the connectivity hub by 
providing the shortest and most accessible route to the Central 
Asian Republics but also connects the region with African and 
Middle Eastern markets. Even though the geographic contigui-
ty of Kazakhstan and Pakistan is eminent from the ancient silk 
route but it is pertinent to mention that, it takes only 25hours 
to drive from one country to another, providing an alternative 
route to South Asia for connecting it with Central Asian Repub-
lics and Europe. Pakistani ports and specifically the Gawadar 
Port, is located at a very geostrategic location and acts as the 
main access for the Central Asian Republics to reach the Ara-
bian Sea and Indian Ocean. This is the underlying reason for 
the recent Quadrilateral Transit and Trade Agreement (QTTA), 
where Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and China are the 
main actors and it acts as the transit traffic and trade relating 
to CPEC and broader agenda of BRI.
Moreover, it also attracts other Central Asian Republics like 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan to become part of this agreement. 
 Among other commonalities, both Asian nations are 
common members of United Nations (UN), Organization of Is-
lamic Countries (OIC), Central Asia Regional Economic Cooper-
ation (CAREC), Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), and Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA). 
Along with this, in his last visit, the President of Kazakhstan 

said that two countries are looking forward to bolster their 
bilateral relations through cooperation in the field of educa-
tion, trade, economy, science and technology, and energy. The 
military and defence cooperation between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan is exemplary. It is evident from the bilateral counter 
terrorism exercises, Dostarym, and visit of the Kazakhstan mil-
itary personnel and Defense and Aerospace Minister the 10th 
IDEAS exhibition organized by Pakistan in Karachi. Moreover, 
both nations have inked agreements in the field of defence, 
trade, agriculture, and disaster management.
 However, there is much more both nations can do 
to bolster their relations and reinvigorate bilateral trade and 
people-to-people contacts, especially with regards to the BRI 
of China, because both Pakistan and Kazakhstan are part of 

this mega initiative if they converge their energies to promote 
regional trade, technical assistance, infrastructure develop-
ment etc. they can do wonders. Nevertheless, the significant 
piece of this jigsaw puzzle is Afghanistan due to its geographic 
contiguity to both South Asia and Central Asia, which is why 

peace in Afghanistan is pivotal to bolstering trade. Pakistan is 
playing its role in pacifying the situation in Afghanistan and 
settlement of the issue and Central Asian Republics, especially 
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Kazakhstan acknowledges this fact. This is because peace in 
Afghanistan will not only help in improving and diversifying 
the trade routes but the inclusion and cooperation of Afghan 
people with the region can result in a win-win situation for all 
neighbouring  countries.
  Similarly, there is a need to raise awareness 
in the business communities of both countries to increase the 
overall sum of trade and investments. For this, the governments 
of both countries 
should organize 
road shows, and 
help in establishing 
business forums, 
which will enhance 
business-to-busi-
ness contacts, etc. 
Pakistan is a vast 
market for Kazakh-
stan goods, pre-
dominantly grains 
and natural mineral resources and similarly, Kazakhstan is in-
terested in agriculture produce, leather, textile and garments, 
pharmaceutical production, surgical instruments of Pakistan. 
Another commonality, which can be leveraged for furthering 
the cooperation, is the tourism sector because both countries 
have numerous natural tourist attractions and if the govern-
ments of both nations ease the visa regimes and raise aware-
ness at local and international level, then the full potential of 
tourism sector could be tapped.                               
  It could be similar to Europe where a tourist 
takes its breakfast in France and then travel to the Germany 
for its next meal. Beside easing down the visa regimes and 
working on allowing visa on arrival, tourism potential could be 
leveraged through re-establishing direct flights between two 
countries and linking the Iran-Pakistan-Turkey railway project 
with Kazakhstan. 
 Culture, education, and science and technology is 
another nascent domain where there is a need to cooperate. 
Although for a number of Pakistani students, Kazakhstan is a 
one of the favourite destinations, particularly for medical ed-
ucation, but this could also be emulated in the field of science 
and technology. For instance, in December under the auspices 

of the COMSTECH, 
the Global Confer-
ence on the great 
medieval scholar 
Al-Farabi was held 
in Islamabad and 
other such activi-
ties could be held 
in Astana to pro-
mote the cooper-
ation in scientific 
and research do-
main. Similarly, 
bilateral visits of 
artists and per-
formers of both nations will further the cultural ties and in-
crease people-to-people contacts. 
 
H.E. Aken Rakhmetullin Ambassador of Kazakh-
stan to Pakistan graced the Pakistan-Kazakhstan 
Friendship Event organized by COPAIR”

 Last month, the Ambassador of Kazakh Republic to 
Pakistan His Excellency Aken Rekhmatullin spoke on bilateral 
relations of Pakistan by an event organized by the Center of 
Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR). 
 He was of view that he cherished his stay in Pakistan 
long ago, when he was young diplomat and shared his opti-
mism on the increase in trade volume and business-to-busi-
ness relations between both countries. He noted that high-lev-
el visits could further boost the relations. My dream is to pave 
the way for the visit of our President to Pakistan.
 The ongoing pandemic has slowed down the cooper-
ation between both nations but the long-term plans of both 
nations and their sincere efforts of teamwork is an inspiration 
for others and with the great potential and strength both can 
bring their intentions into their practical implementation.
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Pakistan-Uzbekistan Friendship
Pakistan and Uzbekistan have pro-

found fraternal relations and share 
deep-rooted historic and cultural linkag-
es. The historic bond between both na-
tions is apparent from the shared Muslim 
identity and legacy of Islamic scholars 
of Islamic Golden Age, such as Imam 
Bukhari, Imam Tirmzi, Al-Khorezmi, 
Al-Farabi, Al-Biruni, Ibn Sina, and many 
others. Besides, the commonality of arts, 
culture, traditions and values of both 
nations further solidify the relationship 
between both Asian nations, which were 
part of the ancient silk route. Another 
historic relation both Pakistan and Uz-
bekistan share is the descent of the great 
Mughal Emperor His Majesty Zaheer-ud-
Din Muhammad Babur who was born 
in the Ferghana Valley, which is in pres-
ent-day Uzbekistan. The interconnection 
of both nations is also evident from their 
national languages having more than 
4000 common words.
 After Uzbekistan’s indepen-
dence from USSR in 1991, Pakistan was 
one of the first few countries to recog-
nize Uzbekistan and ever since both 
nations have expanded their area of co-
operation in the economic, cultural and 
diplomatic spheres. Both countries are 
members of several international and 
regional organizations such as United 
Nations (UN), Organization of Islamic 
Countries (OIC), Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO), and Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO). Apart from 
that, the receptiveness of both nations is 
also evident from the marks both coun-
tries are making through the joint minis-
terial meetings held regularly.
 Uzbekistan is one of the two 
double landlocked countries of the world 

bordering five other landlocked Central 
Asian nations and Afghanistan –a South 
Asian landlocked country. However, in 
the past, this region has remained the 
hub of the world’s economic attention 
because of the great Silk Road, making it 
the great centre of excellence for travel-
lers from across the world.
 Although Uzbekistan is an ag-
riculture-based economy but the coun-
try is endowed with enormous natural 
resources like rich reservoirs of gold, 
minerals and natural gas, and earns 
large sums of foreign exchange through 
exporting these natural resources. Re-
cently, Switzerland has become a major 
importer of Uzbek good and resources 
accounting for transactions of more than 
$2.8billion in 2016.
 Uzbekistan is also famous for 
its cotton exports, and the matter of the 
fact is that it is the fifth-largest cotton ex-
porter in the world. In the ECO Summit, 
the Deputy Prime Minister of Uzbekistan 
Mr Ulugbak Rozukulov has vowed to fur-
ther the bilateral ties through enhancing 
trade up to $300million in the next few 
years and increasing cooperation in the 
field of agriculture –which is the forte of 
Uzbekistan. Another nascent develop-
ment in this regard is the establishment 
of Pak-Uzbek Trade House, which will 
help in increasing the agriculture yield 
by introducing new agriculture-related 
technologies in Pakistan.
 However, amid the indicative 
potential of trade between Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan, the import/export 
trade between both nations remained 
minimal over the period. Pakistan has 
exported textile, sports goods, vegeta-
bles, pharmaceuticals, and photography 

equipment to Uzbekistan using its ex-
port potential of $9.14 million. Where-
as Uzbekistan exports cotton, plastics, 
salts and earthly stones, chemicals and 
fertilizers to Pakistan but over the pe-
riod their exports volume has dropped 
significantly, such as $24.7 million in 
2007 to $3.22 million in 2016. Even 
though both nations have signed about 
56 bilateral agreements and MOU’s since 
1991 and their leaders vowed to boost 
economic activity the trade volume is 
minimal but it can be ameliorated by an 
efficient road or train connectivity be-
tween both, which at the moment, is out 
of commission due to turmoil in Afghan-
istan. An expert opinion is that there is 
a dire need to establish a joint business 
council and joint commission between 
both nations to further move forward 
the processes of business development.
 However, with the promising 
developments of China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), QTTA and BRI, 
there is an opportunity for both coun-
tries to increase their trade volumes. 
Last year, Uzbekistan has agreed to be-
come part of Quadrilateral Tariff and 
Trade Agreement (QTTA) and with this 
development, the volume of bilateral 
trade is expected to reach up to $1billion 
in next five years. Although Afghanistan, 
a landlocked country like Uzbekistan 
provides the shortest and most acces-
sible route for connectivity between 
South and Central Asia, but the conflict 
foreshadowed this development. This is 
the reason that both nations have joined 
hands and share their aspirations of pro-
motion of peace, stability, and progress 
in Afghanistan.
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 Partnership and urge for peace 
of Pakistan are Uzbekistan is evident 
from their efforts and undertakings in 
pacifying Afghanistan. Both nations have 
taken substantial measures, such as in 
2019, Uzbekistan hosted the Taliban del-
egation in their country and Pakistan has 
been actively advocating for security in 
Afghanistan for years. Through peace in 
Afghanistan, there are prospects of in-
creased trading activities between South 
Asia and Central Asia, and both Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan will be the primary ben-
eficiaries of this interchange due to their 
geographic positioning. However, due 
to the protracted peace talks and bleak 
prospects of stability in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and its Central Asian partners 
have chalked down an alternative route 
bypassing Afghanistan for bolstering 
trade, called Quadrilateral Traffic in 
Transit Agreement (QTTA).
Uzbekistan’s entry into QTTA is of im-
mense importance because it will be 
connected with the larger agenda of Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) and revival of 
ancient silk route by China, which in turn 
will connect several regions of the world 
and enhance economic interdependence.
 In a trilateral meeting, both Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan, along with Af-
ghanistan, has recently agreed to build a 
multi-billion dollars railway connectivi-
ty project of 600-kilometres, which will 
connect Tashkent and Kabul to Peshawar, 
Karachi and Gawadar. This project is ex-
pected to complete in the next five years 
and will fetch energy from Uzbekistan 
to Afghanistan through the Surkhon-Pu-
li Humri high voltage electricity line. 
Along with this, another project includes 
a fibre optic line for high-speed internet 
connectivity. On one end, this project 
will allow the landlocked countries, Af-
ghanistan and Uzbekistan, and access 
to the ports of Pakistan, while on other 
hand, it opens opportunities for Pakistan 
to reach the markets of Commonwealth 
of Independent States through railway 
lines. A request for a loan worth $4.8bil-

lion is sent to the international financial 
institutions by three countries.
 Pakistan and Uzbekistan are 
also cooperating in the field of education 
and epitome of this cooperation are the 
establishment of the Institute of Orien-
tal Studies in Tashkent. Similarly, the 
publication of Urdu-Uzbek Dictionary 
is another relevant development in this 
regard by the academics of the Univer-
sity of World Economy and Diplomacy 
in Uzbekistan, which has a special Urdu 
department. Pakistan facilitates the Uz-
bek officials through training them at the 
Pakistan Foreign Services Academy and-
National Defense University.
 In a nutshell, all these interre-
gional connectivity projects will give 
pave the path for increased trade, ex-
change of science and technology, cul-
ture and arts and ultimately uplifting the 
overall socio-economic condition of the 
people of these regions.

“H.E Aibek Arif Usmanov appreci-
ated COPAIR for commemorating 
to H.M Zaheer-ud-Din Babur”
 In a memorial ceremony, the 
President COPAIR Ms Amna Malik and 
Ambassador of Uzbekistan H.E. Aibek 
Arif Usmanov presented a tribute to the 
Great Mughal Emperor King Zaheer-ud-
Din Muhammad Babur on his 538 anni-
versary. 
 H.E. Aibek Arif Usmanov, the 
Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Pakistan 
showed his affection towards Pakistani 
people by calling them Jigars which in 
Uzbek language mean the relatives. His 
Excellency said that Babur’s legacy is 
the genuine part of Turkic, Persian and 
Islamic Renaissance in South Asia and it 
belongs definitely to Pakistan, Uzbeki-
stan and all the countries in Central Asia 
as well as Iran, Afghanistan, and Turkey. 
He also commended the recent visit the 
Governor Punjab Muhammad Sawar 
Chaudhary to Ferghana, Uzbekistan, 
which is Babur’s homeland, and high-

lighted the success of trilateral meet-
ing held last week in Tashkent where 
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan 
signed the Road map of railway connec-
tivity. He endorsed that it is the result 
of our close cooperation that we are 
not only getting along in the economic, 
transport, and scientific domains but 
also supporting each other in cultural 
and humanitarian programs. H.E. con-
cluded by saying that the contribution 
of Pakistan is pivotal in restoration and 
furthering cultural and historic ties and 
the legacy of Babur and his ancestors is 
the most brilliant part of our past, pres-
ent and future’s endeavours. 
 Ms Amna Malik said that His 
Majesty Zaheer-ud-din Babar –the Great 
Mughal Emperor – was from the valley of 
Farghana and he was a loyal son of Uz-
bekistan. She said that Emperor Babar 
was a visionary leader who laid the 
foundation of the Mughal Empire and 
instituted various political and econom-
ic reforms in the region. He is known as 
the “Man of Wars and Words”. Ms Malik 
while commending the extraordinary 

achievements of Babar said that he has 
a zeitgeist appeal beyond the region and 
the translation of Babur Nama (an auto-
biography of Babur) in several languag-
es supports this fact. She underlined 
that Babur was an exemplary leader, 
reformer and a military strategist and 
his dreams of peace and harmony, and 
regional connectivity are now realized 
through fraternal ties of Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan. She concluded by saying that 
the Emperor has a special place in hearts 
of the people of Pakistan and Uzbeki-
stan and will always be remembered as 
the hero of the Central Asian and South 
Asian region. President COPAIR Amna 
Malik and Research Associate Awais Sid-
dique also presented a shield to His Ex-
cellency Aibek Arif Usmanov.
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Although Pakistan was among the 
first countries to recognize Kyrgyz 

Republic after its independence from 
USSR in 1991 but the relationship dates 
back to centuries, to the time of Mughal 
Empire. The great king His Majesty Za-
heer-ud-Din Babur hailed from the Fer-
ghana valley, which is stretched across 
the present-day Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Uzbekistan, and the remnants of 
his rule such as Babur’s mosque is still 
well-preserved in the Osh city of Kyr-
gyzstan. Both nations have a shared per-
ception and stance towards many global 
and regional issues and are currently co-
operating in economy, energy, education, 

tourism and several other domains.
Kyrgyz Republic and Pakistan have 
close friendly relations since the inde-
pendence of the former, and in the first 
few years of establishing diplomatic 
relations, both nations signed Bilater-
al Treaty Agreement (BTI) for the pro-
motion and expansion of economic ties 
and ever since more than 34 MoU’s are 
signed between both nations. Pakistan 
also established a branch of State Bank 
of Pakistan in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan’s cap-

ital city. Both, Kyrgyz Republic and Paki-
stan are endowed with huge reservoirs 
of natural resources and highly skilled 
human resources and there are many ar-
eas where both can collaborate. In terms 
of exports, Kyrgyzstan is recognized for 
organic fruits and vegetables, meat, hon-
ey, dairy products, aluminum, jet fuel etc. 
while cotton, textile, iron and steel, tea, 
coffee, pharmaceuticals and machinery 
are the major commodities Pakistan ex-
port to the Kyrgyz Republic.
 Both countries have been suc-
cessful in acquiring the EU GSP Plus sta-
tus and Kyrgyzstan is an integral part of 
the Eurasian Economic Union. However, 
despite all these initiatives, the trade po-
tential was not tapped to the optimum 
level yet, trade volume of both nations 
is still $4million, and Pakistan’s invest-
ment in Kyrgyzstan is $3.5billion. The in-
ter-governmental Kyrgyz-Pakistan Com-
mission was established in 1994 but to 
harness its potential for improvement 
of trade and investment, there is need 
to reinvigorate this commission. Both 
countries are producing number of prod-
ucts, which 
could be of 
great value 
in each oth-
er’s market 
and com-
pete with 
p r o d u c t s 
of other 
c o u n t r i e s 
in terms of 
affordabili-
ty and qual-

ity. In 2019, the leaders of both nations, 
Imran Khan and Soronbay Sharipovich 
Jeenbekov agreed to bolster their trade 
to $10million on the sidelines of SCO. 
Apart from the United Nations (UN) and 
Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC), 
both nations are common member states 
of other international and regional orga-
nizations like Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO), and Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO).
 Another area where interests of 
both nations converge is energy sector 
because Pakistan is an energy deficient 
country suffering from energy crisis 
whereas Kyrgyzstan is known for its sur-
plus energy production, utilizing its rich 
water resources for hydropower produc-
tion. A manifestation of this convergence 
of interest is the Central Asia South Asia 
Electricity Transmission and Trade Pro-
gramme (CASA)-1000 power project 
that will allow for the export of surplus 
hydroelectricity from Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to Pakistan 
said that most of the work is completed 

Pakistan-Kyrgyzstan Fraternal Relations
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from their side and they are looking for-
ward to other partners for completing 
their side of work to start the project. 
This project is expected to complete by 
2023 and it will produce 1300-megawatt 
hydel energy. Similarly, Pakistan can 
support Kyrgyzstan, a landlocked nation, 
through providing shortest and most vi-
able land route access to the Arabian Sea, 
Middle East and African markets. In this 
regard, both states) along with China and 
Kazakhstan have already signed Quad-
rilateral Traffic and Transit Agreement 
(QTTA) in 1995. It is a 3700-kilometer 
long transit trade route, which will con-
nect the landlocked Central Asian part-
ners (Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan) with 
China and then ports of Pakistan to the 
Gawadar Port under China Pakistan Eco-

nomic Corridor (CPEC). The significance 
of QTTA is that it connects Central Asian 
region to the hot waters by circumnav-
igating Afghanistan, a country suffering 
from insecurity due to war on terror 
from last two decades. Education sector 
is also playing its role in bolstering the 
bilateral relations of both nations. Such 
as the quality of higher education of Kyr-
gyzstan, thousands of Pakistani students 
are studying in the country, especially in 
the medical field. Similarly, both nations 
have joined hands in the field of research 
and as a result, University of Central Asia 
and Pakistan (UCAP) has been founded 
in Islamabad. Moreover, other areas of 
cooperation between both Asian coun-
tries are tourism, medicine, food indus-
try and climate change. The embodiment 
of close ties between both nations is 

evident from the regular high-level ex-
change visits between both nations.
 Ambassador of Kyrgyz Republic 

H.E. Erik Beishembiev and his Deputy 
Head of Mission participated in the trade 

and Investment Forum organized by the 
President of Center of Pakistan and In-
ternational Relations (COPAIR) Amna 
Malik. The Ambassador shed light on the 
deep-rooted socio-cultural and histori-
cal connectivity of Kyrgyz Republic with 
Pakistan and pointed out that SCO, CASA-
1000 and QTTA are live examples of cor-
dial relations between both nations. He 
was of view that his country can act as 
a connectivity hub for Pakistan’s exports 

that can reach the Central Asian and Eu-
ropean markets by road. He also stressed 
that there is a great potential for tourism 

and investments in Kyrgyz Republic as 
both nations have EU GSP+ and leverg-
ing the free trade zones both nations can 
boost their economic activity especially 
with their exports to the European mar-
kets. For this, he said, we have to take 
advantage of our geographical contigu-
ity and QTTA can play a significant role 
in this. He also commended the Military 
forces of Pakistan and urged that closer 
defence cooperation between both na-
tions will further their brotherly bond. 
He was of view that a direct flight be-
tween Bishek and Islamabad will bolster 
the prospects of trade and enhance peo-
ple-to-people contacts. He concluded by 
extending his gratitude to the President 
COPAIR Ms Amna Malik and her team of 
organizing the event and said that such 
activities will help further improve the 
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PM Imran Khan has undertaken a 
two-day official visit to visit to Sri 

Lanka on 23 February 2021 on the in-
vitation of Prime Minister of Sri Lan-
ka Mahinda Rajapaksa. This was PM 
Khan’s maiden visit to Sri Lanka where 
he was accompanied by a high-level 
delegation, including the Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, mem-
bers of the Cabinet and senior officials.
 Sri Lankan Prime Minister re-
ceived PM Khan on his arrival at Colom-
bo and introduced the members of the 
Sri Lankan cabinet. Both premiers had 
their first one-on-one meeting at the 
official residency of Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister, Temple Trees, followed by 
delegation-level talks 
between both counter-
parts.  During the first 
meeting, both premiers 
exchanged their views on 
prospects of enhancing 
bilateral trade relations 
and peace in the region.
 Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa commenced 
the session by extending his gratitude 
to the Pakistani PM and said that this 
visit symbolizes the deep affinity of 
Pakistani people towards the people 
of Sri Lanka. While praising the lead-
ership qualities and charisma of PM 
Khan, he also appreciated his efforts in 
times of crisis and admired his activism. 
“The ties between our two countries 
are closely linked by history, culture, 
religion, and our deep bilateral coop-
eration has become an all-weather 
friendship which has withstood the test 
of time,” said PM Mahinda Rajapaksa.
 Pakistani Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan said that both, Pakistan and 
Sri Lanka are developing economies 
facing the issue of coronavirus pan-
demic and developed nations can fa-
cilitate developing economies in debt 

suspension reliefs during this crisis. 
“We shared a common problem of ter-
rorism. Pakistan suffered the worst 
form of terrorism. Sri Lanka also 
combated terrorism for 30 years 
and Pakistan played its part to help 
the country,” said PM Imran Khan. 
 Following the joint presser, after 
one-on-one meeting, PM Khan stressed 
that both countries can cooperate in 
number of areas and especially in the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. He 
said that, “We have also discussed other 
areas where we can enhance our trading 
ties, where Sri Lanka can benefit from 
Pakistan’s connectivity in the future right 
up to Central Asia, and our trading ties 

would also mean that the two countries 
would come closer together.” He added 
that, Coronavirus has exposed inequal-
ities in the world and United Nations 
should step in and help the poor coun-
tries to deal with the impact of pandemic. 
 He also invited his Sri Lank-
an counterpart to visit Pakistan and 
highlighted the recent discovery of a 
1,700-year-old sleeping Buddha. “We 
are planning a Buddhist trail where 
all the great shrines and places of im-
portance for the Buddhist commu-
nity can be visited,” PM Khan said.
 According to Radio Pakistan, 
the premier will hold talks with the Sri 
Lankan leadership to further enhance 
bilateral cooperation in diverse sectors 
including trade and investment, health 
and education, agriculture and science 
& technology, defence and security, and 

culture and tourism. Besides bilater-
al matters, views will be exchanged on 
key regional and international issues.
 The Prime Minister’s pro-
gram includes meetings with Pres-
ident Gotabaya Rajapaksa and 
Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa. 
 During the visit, the re-
constitution of the Sri Lanka-Paki-
stan Parliamentary Friendship As-
sociation will be also announced to 
further promote parliamentary ex-
changes between the two countries.
 The Prime Minister will also 
participate in a joint ‘Trade and Invest-
ment Conference’ aimed at promoting 
trade and investment between the two 

countries. A number of 
MoUs to enhance bilat-
eral cooperation will be 
signed during the visit.
 Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi 
tweeted that “Sri Lan-
ka and Pakistan share a 
close relationship and 

all areas of cooperation between Pa-
kistan and Sri Lanka will be discussed 
and strengthened during the visit.
 Pakistan and Sri Lanka have 
maintained close, cordial and mutually 
supportive relations since 1948. The two 
countries share commonality of views 
on a wide range of international and re-
gional issues. Both sides also work close-
ly at the international and regional fora 
including the United Nations and SAARC. 
The Prime Minister’s visit would help 
further strengthen the Pakistan-Sri 
Lanka relationship and enhance mu-
tual cooperation in diverse fields.

Prime Minister Imran Khan Visit to Sri Lanka
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Interview

Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan

1.Excellency, How supportive was the envi-
ronment of Pakistan for you to conduct your 
diplomatic engagements? 
 Pakistan was among first five countries 
that recognized our Independence, to be more 
precise – fourth – after Turkey, Romania and 
Russia. I’m really pleased and honoured to serve 
as Kazakhstan Ambassador to Pakistan. For the 
above reason, but also because Pakistan was my 
first ever foreign country to serve as a diplomat.
2.Do you think the ancient silk route was 
significant? Why would its revival be a land-
mark achievement? 
 Ancient trade routes along the Great 
Silk Way were crossing our regions, uniting, 
mutually enriching each other. After getting In-
dependence trade and economic cooperation, 
cultural and scientific exchange, tourism were 
developing rapidly on a surge of enthusiasm and 
new opportunities. We have achieved a lot in 
our cooperation: Political cooperation is an ex-
emplary one – mutual respect and understand-
ing, Mutual visits of high officials, Military co-
operation, particularly in peacekeeping – great 
interest for Kazakhstan experience of Pakistani 
training, deployment, operations and so on.
3.What can we know about the inter-govern-
mental commission session held in February, 
2020? 
  Intergovernmental Commission ses-
sion held a year ago – in the end of February 
2020 – first after five years break. First ever po-

litical consultations were held earlier 
this year – parties discussed global 
and regional agenda.
4.Excellency; In the light of current 
COVID situation, can you briefly 
examine the relation between Ka-
zakhstan and Pakistan? 
 Due to global trends of vari-
ous natures our cooperation is not in 
a full span, it is not availing the full 
range of instruments and opportuni-
ties we have. In addition, nowadays 
Corona issue is slowing down our co-
operation.
5.Excellency, share your thoughts 
on military of Pakistan? How do 
you think Pakistani military can 
be a factor where both the states 
can extend their relations?
 Pakistani military personnel 
are among the best in the world and 
we seek to share their experiences, 
including in peacekeeping opera-
tions. Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee Pakistan General Nadeem 
Raza’s visit to Kazakhstan is expected 
soon. His visit will help enhance de-
fence cooperation in both countries. 
We are looking forward to serving in 
UN Peacekeeping Missions and Paki-
stan has vast experience here too
6.Excellency, what in your opin-
ion should be the measures where 
both the states could have seized 
the opportunity to extend their re-
lations?
 We are grateful to Pakistan 
Government for its intention to re-
vitalize the work and we will be 
supporting its efforts. Pakistan and 
Kazakhstan are eager to extend bilat-
eral trade and contacts. Quadrilater-
al Transit and Transport agreement 
that took place between Pakistan, 
Kazakhastan, Kyrgzstan and China 
would play a significant role in this 
regard.
It is the shortest land route from Pa-
kistan to Kazakhstan and further on. 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are also 
showing their interest to join the 
Agreement if it happens it will pro-
mote regional integration, peace and 
stability.

7.What are your thoughts on Quadri-
lateral Transit and Transport agree-
ment?
This QTTA will pave the ways for 
further developments, for instance 
if we look towards Pakistan it is a 
vast market for Kazakhstan goods, 
predominantly grains and natural 
mineral resources. On the other hand 
Kazakhstan is interested in agricul-
ture produce, leather, textile and gar-
ments, pharmaceutical production, 
surgical instruments and in return 
Pakistan can find an attractive for 
these goods in Kazakhstan. Over all, 
to me, it is a win-win situation for 
both parties.
8.Excellency; what do you think 
about the peace process in Afghan-
istan? Is diplomatic solution pos-
sible for this never ending war? 
Would the US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan ensure peace in the 
region?
Sustained peace in Afghanistan is 
very much needed for regional pros-
perity and long term stability.  Only 
diplomatic solution will lead towards 
the end of this never ending war. 
There should be talks between the 
concerned parties to rid the Afghan 
people from this menace of war.
9.Do you think economic interde-
pendence between both Kazakh-
stan and Pakistan be achieved, to 
what extent can both the states 
provide each other with diversi-
fied markets?
Investments – need to promote. 
Though our both countries are more 
investments seeking states, but we 
have large scale business that could 
find out interesting fields for invest-
ing. We will keep working on that.
10.Do you think CPEC provides Ka-
zakhstan with an opportunity to 
invest and provides it with a wide 
market?
The part of BRI of China, Pak – CPEC, 
Needs to integrate efforts to promote 
regional trade, technical assistance, 
infrastructure development etc.

H.E. Mr. Akan Rakhmetullin
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Jacinda Ardern, the Prime Minister of New Zealand’s is 
37 years old world’s youngest head of state. She cer-

tainly had the most meteoric rise to power. She was born 
on July 26, 1980, in Hamilton and grew up in Morrinsville 
and Murupara. She completed her Bachelor of Communi-
cation Studies in Public Relations and Political Science at 
Waikato Management School from 1999 to 2001. After-
wards, she started working in the office of then PM Helen 
Clark and under Minister of Foreign Affairs Phil Goff as a 
researcher. Later she moved to London where she got the 
chance to work with British Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
the UK Cabinet Office as a senior policy advisor. She also 
worked for the Home Office by assisting to review the po-
licing in England and Wales. In 2007 Jacinda became the 
second woman ever elected being the president of the 
International Union of Socialist Youth, which is the 
world's leading international political youth organi-
zation. She again got opportunities to spend time in 
countries such as Jordan, Israel, Algeria and China. 
This made her explore things in a better way and 
develop an opinion. In 2008, she was elected as a 
candidate for the Labour Party in Waikato for the 
very first time. This was when she entered the 
Parliament for the first time as a list MP. In the 
2017 by-election, she became MP for Mt 
Albert and just a month later, she was 
unanimously elected as deputy leader 
of the Labour Party. After Andrew Lit-
tle's resignation, on 1 August 2017, 
she was elected unimpeded leader of 
the Labour Party. Later within two 
months, she was further elected as 
New Zealand's third female Prime 
Minister. 
  Jacinda Ardern's first term be-
ing Prime Minister proved her 
an exceptional leader around 
the world as she showed the 
extraordinary potential to unit 
her nation being a leader pos-
sessed with kindness and com-
passion. She was applauded for 
her handling of the Christchurch massacre as well as issues 
related to climate change. 
 Being Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s response 
to the terrorist attack on two Christchurch mosques that 
killed 51 people was highly appreciated worldwide. She as-
sured the Muslim community in New Zealand targeted in 
the shootings that they will get justice. She indeed became 
a household name in the Muslim world in no time. She was 
even discussed as a potential winner of the Nobel peace 
prize. 
 She is also known for pushing New Zealand’s gov-
ernment to preserve its Paris climate change targets into 
law with cross-party support and she made her name in 

headlines for speaking openly on the lack of global accom-
plishment on climate change during her speeches at the UN 
and the Pacific Islands Forum. She started a war against 
the use of plastic bags and in one of her interviews; she re-
vealed that she received several letters from children soon 
after she became prime minister of the country to ban plas-
tic bags. Under her leadership, New Zeeland committed to 
providing an opportunity to children of age 11 to 14 years 
old to gain knowledge about climate change activism and 
eco-anxiety. 

 In 2018, a new law was presented by the Green par-
ty which was based on allowing the victims of 

domestic violence to avail themselves 10 days 
of paid leave from their work other than 

their regular holiday entitlements. They 
further pledged to work on solutions to 
family violence holistic and multi-agency 
responses.
 Jacinda also supported the idea of learn-
ing the Indigenous language in the coun-
try along with the National language for 
attaining the harmonies society by pro-
moting the idea of cultural integration. 
This also shows her love for a peace-
ful society, a society where everyone 
has enough rights to live a life of their 
choice. 

She is also very concerned about the 
rights of the refugees and increased 
the refugee's quota to 1,500 from 
1,000. In 2017, she told the New Zea-
land Herald, "I could never reconcile 

what I saw as discrimination in a re-
ligion that was otherwise very focused 
on tolerance and kindness”. 
The effort and response made by Ja-
cinda Ardern's government in New 
Zealand's amid COVID-19 were glob-
ally acknowledged. Several around 
extolled her daily televised briefings 
regarding the pandemic with Ashley 
Bloomfield as well as her Facebook 

Lives. The purpose was to keep the general public in New 
Zealand updated with the newest developments and infor-
mation regarding alert level changes. 
  Currently, PM Jacinda is leading the charge 
through Labour’s five-point plan to restructure New Zea-
land, which includes creating jobs, training the public, 
helping local businesses to recover and rebuild even better 
than earlier. In 2020, Jacinda Ardern and Grant Robertson 
delivered the second Wellbeing Budget, supporting New 
Zealand's recovery from COVID-19. She is all set to surprise 
the world in future as well with her extremely positive and 
exceptional actions and policies. 

Jacinda Ardern: 
Youngest Head of State and an Authentic Leader

World Leader
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ON ADDRESSING HUMANITY’s GREATEST THREAT EVER

Humanity is currently facing two very 
real and existential threats. The first is 

COVID-19 and our massive response to this 
shows that governments all over the world 
can indeed take decisive leadership. Even 
more of this sort of action is needed for what 
constitutes our greatest existential threat 
ever — that of climate change. 
 While only 15 national govern-
ments have thus far declared climate emer-

gencies, declarations at the state/province 
and local levels now number 1,874 jurisdic-
tions embracing 820 million citizens. On 
June 17, 2019, Canada (my home country) 
preened itself with its declaration of such an 
emergency but, less than 24 hours later, this 
same government approved the re-construc-
tion of a dramatically larger Trans Mountain 
Pipeline to transport some of the dirtiest oil 
on the planet to seaports where it can be ex-
ported. Talk about catastrophic contradic-
tions!
  Pakistan, listed among the top ten 
most vulnerable countries to the impacts of 
climate change, has yet to declare a national 
emergency. However, your Prime Minister 
has won international praise for his recent 
promise to produce no more power based on 
coal. Such promising actions do speak loud-
er than words. 
However, it is painfully clear that the nations 
of the world have taken very inadequate 
steps thus far if we are to limit our average 
surface temperature increase to less than 1.5 
C by 2030. A few significant gestures will 
simply not cut it …. That’s like sending one 
fire truck to a five-alarm fire.
  While decisions affecting one’s per-
sonal lifestyle (e.g., driving an electric vehi-
cle; eating less meat) do make a difference, 
it is much more important that our govern-

ments legislate system-wide change. Former 
U.S. Vice President and climate champion 
Al Gore says, “It’s more important to change 
laws than light bulbs.” Let’s use light bulbs 
to illustrate his point. One can individually 
decide to replace all incandescent light bulbs 
with LEDs, but it would be far more impact-
ful if governments legislated the demise of 
incandescent bulbs — that’s system change, 
and we need such things to happen in all 
sectors of our economy and within specific 
time frames. It’s that simple. An emergency, 
by its very nature, demands immediate and 
massive changes. 
 We already have the technology to 
do this. What we lack is the political will. So, 
how do we compel our politicians to talk less 
and act a lot more? Many climate scientists 
agree that the key missing ingredient is mass-
es of people speaking and acting up. Our de-
mands must be clear, ambitious and deafen-
ing. In Montreal, Canada (September 2019), 
we had 500,000 people join Greta Thunberg 
in a very impressive youth climate demon-
stration. As we gain control over COVID, 
we shall need people to once again show up 
in large numbers demanding change. How 
about one billion demonstrators worldwide? 
Our critical and very time-limited message 
demands such action. 

Grant Linney
Grant Linney is a Canadian climate activist 
who has delivered close to 600 presentations 
as well as writing Op Eds for newspapers and 
letters to politicians. He recently spoke at a 
virtual conference organized by The Centre 
of Pakistan and International Relations (CO-
PAIR) on 
    “Challenge of Climate Change”

International Perspective
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Performance of Pakistan Ministry of Human Rights 2020

The Ministry of Human Rights 
launched its annual performance 
report 2020 which highlight-

ed significant initiatives undertaken to 
protect and promote rights of women, 

children, and persons with disabilities, 
transgender, and other vulnerable popu-
lation groups. It includes chapters on the 
Ministry’s progress in projects under the 
Public Sector Development Programme 

(PSDP); special initiatives launched to 
mitigate the impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic; and well as the engagements of 
the Federal Minister for Human Rights, 
Dr Shireen Mazari.

Milestones Achieved by MOHR 
1. Protection and Promotion of Wom-
en Rights
•Anti-Rape (Investigation and Trial) Or-
dinance, 202 which broadens the defini-
tion of rape and seeks to provide justice 
to survivors of rape by stipulating gender 
sensitive investigations, prosecutions in 
special courts 
•Domestic Violence (Prevention and Pro-
tection) Bill, 2019 approved on Novem-
ber24, 2020
•MoHR launched awareness campaign 
on women’s rights and 16 Days of Activ-
ism to promote women’s fundamental 
rights including a series of short infor-
mational videos on sexual harassment, 
rape, marriage contracts, filing an FIR 
and women’s inheritance
•Zainab Alert, Response and Recovery 
Act, 2020 established Zainab Alert, Re-
sponse and Recovery Agency for missing 
and abducted children

2. Protection and Welfare of Children
•The Cabinet approved amendment in 
the Employment of Children Act, 1991 
by inserting Child Domestic Labour as 
a ‘hazardous occupation’ in the Act. The 
notification on the same was issued on 
July30, 2020
•Establishment of National Commission 
on the Rights of the Child (NCRC) on 
February28, 2020 marking an important 
step towards strengthening child rights 
institutions in Pakistan
•Public awareness campaigns on child 
abuse launched by MoHR, which includes 
video messages on social and electronic 
media. 

3. Protection and Promotion of the 
rights of Transgender Community
•Establishment of the first Transgender 

Protection Centre in collaboration with 
UNDP in Islamabad, also creating specif-
ic government jobs for transgender per-
sons
•Pakistan became the first country in the 
world to include a transgender member 
in its official designation, Ms. Aisha Mu-
ghal, at the UN Convention on the Elim-
ination of all Forms of Discrimination 
against Women Committee in Geneva, 
Switzerland on February12, 2020
•Awareness and Sensitization Sessions 
on HIV and stigmatization of transgen-
der persons with NADRA and different 
varsities
•Socio-economic assessment and distri-
bution of relief packages to transgender 
persons during COVID-19

4. Protection of the Rights of Persons 
with Disability
•Formation of a Committee of UNCRPD 
and other international commitments at 
the national level to monitor the imple-
mentation of the pertaining to disabili-
ties, including the Incheon Strategy
•Establishment of Resource Unit for Au-
tistic Children at National Special Educa-
tion Centre for Mentally Retarded Chil-
dren, H-8/4, Islamabad
•Directorate General for Special Educa-
tion mobile application launched to as-
sist the parents of differently abled chil-
dren 
•Up-gradation of National Special Edu-
cation Centre for Hearing Impaired Chil-
dren

5. Criminal Justice
•Legal Aid and Justice Authority Act, 
2020 to provide legal, financial and oth-
er assistance for access to justice to the 
poor and vulnerable segments of society 

in criminal cases
•Involuntary Disappearances (Criminal 
Laws Amendment) Bill, 2019 criminal-
izing the enforced disappearances. Bill is 
forwarded to the Ministry of Law & Jus-
tice for vetting. 
•Diyat, Arsh and Daman Fund Rules have 
also been amended to revise the age limit 
to 40 years thus opening way for greater 
utilization of funds 

6. Rights of Senior Citizens
•ICT Senior Citizens Act, 2019 (Bill) 
proposed to award certain privileges in-
cluding concessions in prescribed rates 
of medicines and tax exemptions to the 
senior citizens of Islamabad
•Guidelines for Senior Citizens in Light of 
COVID-19 in Urdu and English for senior 
citizens in light of COVID-19. The guide-
lines focused on the steps senior citizens 
can take to protect themselves during the 
pandemic

7. Protection of Journalists
•Protection of Journalists and Media 
Professionals Bill, 2020 prepared to pro-
mote, protect and effectively ensure the 
independence, impartiality, safety and 
freedom of expression of journalists and 
media professionals

8. Protection of Minorities
•Christian Marriage and Divorce Bill, 
2019 finalized through a consultative 
process with relevant stakeholders. At 
present, the Bill is with the Ministry of 
Law and Justice for vetting
•Several meetings of Minister of Human 
Rights Shireen Mazari regarding reli-
gious persecution and ensuring peaceful 
environment of co-existence between all 
communities

Special Report

COPAIR Team
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The
Challenge of  
Climate Change

Climate change is an emerging threat 
for our planet. It has manifested in di-

sasters of unpredictable frequency and 
intensity in different parts of the world. 
The climate plays such a major role in 
our planet’s environmental system that 
even minor changes have impacts that 
are large and complex. Climate change 
affects people and nature in countless 
ways. It often increases existing threats 
that have already put pressure on the 
environment. However, this problem 
has not appeared overnight it has been 
30 years since scientists first alerted the 
world to the dangers of climate change. 
Changes in nature have serious implica-
tions for people and our economic sys-
tem. The insurance industry estimates 
the potential economic damage, caused 
by the impacts of global warming, to be 
hundreds of billions of dollars each year.
The phenomenon of climate change has 
evolved from an environmental issue to 
a serious security challenge, which is 
currently being debated as a security as 
well as development challenge around 
the globe. In the present day national se-
curity settings, climate change adds new 
hostile and stress factors which have 

serious consequences. Climate change, 
if not combated effectively can act as a 
catalyst for adverse political and social 
change. Pakistan is already facing multi-
ple security and development challeng-
es and an addition of climate change is 
likely to make the matrix even more 
complex. Therefore, a collective effort by 
state, society and international commu-
nity is indispensable. If a state is fragile 
and society is not able to cope with cli-
matic hazards, it results in environmen-
tal stress; which if exploited by hostile 
forces can generate negative societal 
consequences. Pakistan’s vulnerability 
can be assessed from its huge population 
of 180 million of which nearly 54 Million 
are food deficient. 
 The youth is increasingly being 
affected by calorie in sufficiency in their 
daily diet. Moreover, floods and droughts 
threaten agriculture; scarcity of water 
carries the potential to gravely affect 
human security. At the same time, ex-
tremely low human development index, 
poverty and societal fissures adversely 
affect societal capacity. Climate change 
is particularly a real national security 
threat however; there exists no proper 
research and policy framework on the 
subject. 
 “The climate change is a global challenge 
and it requires global solidarity” –Anto-
nio Gutierrez, UN Secretary General said.
 This is the reason COPAIR has 
published research papers, reports and 
convened sessions to gather insights 
from experts, activists and ecopenures 
of the globe to not only highlight the 
challenges but also share their stories 
and provide a way forward for this glob-

al challenge. Amna Malik, President CO-
PAIR says that only awareness campaign 
will not solve this problem so we have to 
take action and we urge that individuals, 
business community and governments 
should do their part and take collective 
actions underlying the three pillars of 
Paris Agreement: mitigation, adaption 
and financial commitments. In a recent 
virtual “Climate Ambition Summit”, lead-
ers from more than 75 countries partic-
ipated and provided assurances to take 
substantial measures to overcome this 
crisis but the need of the hour is that 
every individual should take action and 
contribute in overcoming this menace. 
“We have to undertake and adopt the na-
ture-based solutions, which are in line 
with the SDGs” –Amna Malik, President 
COPAIR
 Moving towards the contribu-
tions of Pakistan, it is pertinent to men-
tion the fact that Pakistan has been listed 
as the seventh most vulnerable country 
although the country’s contribution to 
the climate change are least in compar-
ison to the developed nations. However, 
the country is seriously committed to 
tackle the vagaries of climate change, 
both at the official as well as non-official 
level. To highlight the Pakistan’s govern-
ment initiatives, one must take this into 
consideration that Pakistan has become 
first country to accomplish the Goal 13 
of SDGs and for this, the country has tak-
en several steps, such as: 
1. “Clean Green Pakistan” to curb pol-
lution and reduce the effects of climate 
change
2. “Billion Tree Tsunami” which ties in 
the needs for sustainable forestry de-

Special Report

COPAIR Team



March, 2021Mélange 39

velopment, generating green jobs, gender empowerment, pre-
serving Pakistan’s natural capital while also addressing the 
global issue of climate change
3. “Right to a clean, green and healthy environment” as a fun-
damental right of all citizens of Pakistan
4. A significant increase in the protected areas for national 
parks. In the past, there were only 30 protected areas for na-
tional parks while now the number has been increased to 45.
On the fifth anniversary of the adoption of Paris Agreement, 
PM Imran Khan in a virtual “Climate Ambition Summit” vowed 
that,
 “By 2030, 60 percent of all energy produced in Pakistan will 
be clean energy generated through renewables and 30% of all 
vehicles would be on electricity.” 
 While bring the private sector’s contribution to light, 
one must know that there is a wave of awareness among cor-
porates of Pakistan and private entities are doing their best to 
overcome this challenge in Pakistan. There is a sense of corpo-
rate social responsibility and its manifestation is evident from 
the plantation drives and promoting environment-friendly 
products and solutions by Pakistan’s corporate sector. Man-
ufacturing industries of Pakistan are now committing them-
selves to reduce their carbon footprint and transitioning to-
wards clean energy, and youngsters are making strides through 
launching awareness campaigns and convincing the society to 
alter their consumer behavior. 
 We do need to reset and this is certainly possible, it 
is not as simple as pressing okay on a keyboard and there is a 
very limited period within which we must act decisively and 
comprehensively. Science is not fake news and it is the best 
way that we have of understanding the world around us. To un-
derstand the fragility of our planet, we have to look at the pic-
tures of Earth taken from the space, showing the thin blue line 
across the planet. With an annual temperature rise of 2 degree 
centigrade due to increased burning of fossil fuels and defor-
estation we are thickening this blue blanket and this is result-
ing in erratic durations of extreme weather events, droughts, 
wildfires and flooding etc. threatening the biodiversity and 
sustainability of planet. The record-breaking temperature in-
crease of Turbat, reaching up to 54 degree Celsius is not acci-
dental as in May 2020 the figure again reached to 53.5 degree, 
showing this increase in temperature and global warming is 
seriously damaging the infrastructure and lives around us. 
According to the United Nations Environment Programme re-
port:
• Earth is on the way to an additional 1.9C (3.5 degrees Fahr-
enheit) warming from now, far more than the internationally 
agreed-upon goals in the Paris accord.
• About nine million people a year die from pollution.
• About one million of Earth’s eight million species of plants 
and animals are threatened with extinction.
• Up to 400 million tonnes of heavy metals, toxic sludge and 
other industrial waste are dumped into the world’s waters ev-
ery year.
• More than three billion people are affected by land degra-
dation, and only 15 percent of Earth’s wetlands remain intact.
• About 60 percent of fish stocks are fished at the maximum 
levels. There are more than 400 oxygen-depleted “dead zones” 
and marine plastics pollution has increased tenfold since 1980.

UN Chief Antonio Guterers wrote the preface of the report and 
said that: “Humanity is waging war on nature. This is senseless 
and suicidal”
 While backing a new blueprint to put an end to the 
challenges of climate change, which includes, providing huge 
subsidies of $5trillion to industrial agriculture, fossil fuel, and 
sectors like mining for an expedited shift in reducing carbon 
footprint. Another much-needed recommendation provided 
by him was to devise a new mechanism for performance of 
governments, which accounts of the value of preserving eco-
systems as well. 
 The remedies are to have a transition from fossil fuels 
to renewable energy such as using solar, wind and green hy-
drogen for energy production, opting for electric vehicles, rais-
ing awareness and changing consumer behavior, promoting 
eco-friendly startups, changing our ‘conventional’ methods to 
‘adaptive’ ones by acquiring the best communal solution, and 
restoring forests as they act as carbon sinks. 
As Grant Liney, a climate activist and educator says, “We need 
to understand that once science tells us that we have a prob-
lem, we have to follow it with politics. We have to go political 
action. It is not the responsibility of science. It has identified 
the problem. Now, we need to understand that and it is much 
more important to change laws than light bulbs. When you 
change a law, you change how the system works. We have to 
understand that and well. This is the kind of change we need 
and we have to understand that.” 

Special Report
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Chinese New Year’s Celebrations 
at Marriott Hotel Islamabad

To welcome the year of Ox, the Ambassador of China to       
Pakistan H.E. Nong Rong and Embassy Staff along with 
the distinguished members of the diplomatic commu-

nity and civil society celebrated and cherished the festivity of 

Chinese New Year at an event organized by Maurizio Romani, 
the General Manager of Marriott Hotel Islamabad. All the guest 
enjoyed the dinner and greeted their Chinese friends a very 
Happy New Year.

Random Clicks



March, 2021Mélange 41

• Chinese New Year date changes each year and first day of the 
first month in Lunar Calendar marks the Chinese New Year
• It is one of top five most celebrated festivals across the globe 
and festivities last for 16 days ending up with the Lantern Fes-
tival
• Chinese Zodiac Calendar have 12 animal signs and one of 
them represents each year and there is also a complex sexage-
narian cycle related to it – a combination of one of 10 heavenly 

stems and one of 12 earthly branches
• Chinese New Year results in world’s largest migration be-
cause Chinese people from all corners of world travel home to 
celebrate the event with their families
• Traditionally, it is the time when people pray for their fruit-
fulness of their next year’s harvest 
• New Year's Eve Gala is the world's most watched TV show
• Gifts are exchanged except pears and mirrors

Few Interesting Facts about the Chinese New Year are:

Random Clicks
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Ms Shabana Fayyaz (President PTI Women North Punjab) 
and Nasreen Tariq (Member of the Provincial Assembly 
of the Punjab) hosted a lunch in the honor of Nilofar 

Bakhtiyar (Advisor to Chief Organizer, Focal Person for Insaf Wom-
en Wing and Former Senator) and Dr Nausheen Hamid (President 
PTI Women Wing and Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Health). 
 Apart from the sharing the latest developments related 

to women empowerment and educating young girls, parliamen-
tarians also discussed the strategies to uplift the underprivileged 
segment of society and safeguard their interests. 
 Amna Malik (President COPAIR), Senator Semi Ezadi, Na-
feesa Khattak (Member of the National Assembly of Pakistan), and 
other Executive body and Parliamentarians in the North Punjab at-
tended the luncheon. 

Random Clicks
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Founders of the Media Network, Ms Amna Malik and Masood 
Baig presided over the session while several members of 

advisory committee including Abdullah Mumtaz Kahloon, 
Aman shah Shah, Habib Paracha, Noman Tabani, Naseem Sid-
diqui, Saeed Soomro, Fareed Raees, Ajmal Jami, and Rehan 
Ahmed participated in the two-hour-long session.
In her opening remarks, President COPAIR, Ms Amma Malik 
extended her gratitude to all the Advisory Committee mem-
bers and phrased their utmost commitment to the noble initia-
tive. She also offered inclusive assistance, including her office 
venue, supporting staff about research associates for future 
collaborations, and discussed a series of initiatives and train-
ing for the year 2021.
  Mr. Masood Baig briefed about the core objec-
tives of the “Media Network Initiative,” which includes: 
 1. To arrange countrywide skill enhancement training 
(effective communication), workshops for media practitioners
 2. Devising mechanism for skill nourishment, person-
al grooming programs for the media students of the remote re-
gions, in particular, the students of Balochistan and other parts 
of Pakistan. 
 3. Utility of platform for value-addition to the society 
by promoting real talent and making leadership for the future 
through collective strength
 4. Act responsibly; behave responsibly to portray the 
real image of Pakistan.

He also discussed the planned activities: 
 1. Conducting Media Training Workshop in Islamabad 
Serena Hotel in February, and Quetta Serena in March
 2. Monthly Round Table Interactive session to discuss 
and evaluate the initiatives.

𝗔𝗱𝘃𝗶𝘀𝗼𝗿𝘆 𝗖𝗼𝗺𝗺𝗶𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗲 𝗥𝗲𝗰𝗼𝗺𝗺𝗲𝗻𝗱𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀
The members of the Advisory Committee also gave a series of 
recommendations: 
• Create awareness among the media community regarding 
PEMRA ordinance, acts
• Promotion of media ethics & code of conduct
•Creation of intellectual discourse for research
• Refrainment from unethical & malpractices of spreading mis-
information, fabricated data, notably, misusage of media plat-
forms
• Initiate Digital media usage guidance
•Create public, private partnerships, consortiums, e.g. bar 
councils, press clubs
• Promoting the role of the Editorial body, gatekeepers to bring 
content transparency
• Define patronage, umbrella, or shelter for influence maximi-
zation
• Adoption of a twofold strategy: Training & development, out-
come
• Prospects of funds and resources management

THE MEDIA NETWORK
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FATF Dialogue: Challenges for Pakistan in Combating 
Money Laundering & Financing of Terrorism

Key Takeaways:

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) 
hosted an international virtual conference titled, “FATF 
Dialogue: Challenges for Pakistan in Combating Money 

laundering, Financing of Terrorism” on January12, 2021. Objec-
tive of the webinar to gather insights from the academic and 
technical experts of pertinent subjects of combating Money 
Laundering and Terror Financing and to bring a rational and 
critical appraisal of the FATF compliance protocols towards 

Pakistan. A diverse panel was convened to discuss the critical 
subject, where Mr. Ehi Eric Esoimeme from Nigera, Kelly Mc-
Cann from the US, Barrister Hassan Aslam Shad from the US, 
while president COPAIR Amna Malik, Barrister Abdullah Mum-
taz Kahloon, Maleeha Hashmey and Dr. Tehmina Aslam Ranjha 
from Pakistan delivered their riveting talks and commenced de-
liberations in the virtual session. 

1. Barrister Abdullah Mumtaz Kahloon presided the session 
as moderator, he set the tone of the event through pitching the 
agenda and objectives of the virtual conference
2. Dr Tehmina Aslam Ranjha provided an inclusive review of 
Pakistan’s case in acquiescence to the FATF protocols, and men-
tioned that Pakistan made a resounding success when it comes 
to the legislations and policies formulations Vis-a- Vis FATF 
suggested regulatory reforms. However, there is dire need to 
execute such polices in true spirit to ensure considerable out-
comes
3. Mr. Ehi Eric Esoimeme stated that majority of states that 
are facing challenges to fulfill the FATF compliance protocols 
are their inadequacy of reporting entities to implement ade-
quate policies, procedures and internal controls based on an 
appropriate assessment of their money laundering and ter-
rorist financing risks. While acknowledging Pakistan’s efforts, 
he said that Training for anti-money laundering compliance 
using focused classroom training and on-line learning systems 
for higher risk or minority areas can promote the cultural and 
awareness
4. Ms. Kelly McCann emphasized the usage of modernized 
technology and software to ensure precise surveillance, and 
stressed that the role of correspondent banking relationships, 
correspondent institutions are required to perform customer 

due diligence (CDD) on the respondent institution, and gath-
er sufficient information about the respondent institution to 
understand its business, reputation and the quality of its su-
pervision, including whether it has been subject to a ML/TF in-
vestigation or regulatory action, and to assess the respondent 
institution’s AML/CFT controls
5. Barrister Raja Amir Abbas commended the efforts under-
taken by Pakistan but he also made a point that Pakistan have 
to revamp its strategic policy to purse its cases at foreign fronts. 
He also cited various cases like FATF that became subtle due to 
insufficient consolidated legal framework policy apparatus
6. Ms Maleeha Hasmey overtly highlighted the FATF duplicity 
towards Pakistan and briefed participants that there are irre-
futable evidences of money laundering and terror financing in 
India but the FATF’s exceptional attitude towards India ques-
tions the impartiality and efficiency of the organization
7. Ms Amna Malik, President COPAIR stated that ML/TF has 
emerged as one of the significant global challenges and it re-
quired a collective approach, irrespective of subjective interests 
to combat such illicit trends. She commends Pakistan’s resilient 
efforts to combat the challenges of ML/TF amid of pandemic 
crisis, and said that FATF acts as a pressure tactic by adversar-
ies to isolate Pakistan but they will not succeed
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Hybrid Warfare: The Changing Dynamics of 
Conflict, War and National Security

COPAIR WEBINAR

Center of Pakistan and International Relations hosted a virtu-
al conference on February 4, 2021, to gather insights from 

the technical experts and policymakers related to hybrid war-
fare and its implications on national security. A diverse panel 
comprising of five experts from the USA, UK, Lithuania and Pa-
kistan was part of the discussion and they shared the concep-
tual understanding, International law perspective, academic 
approaches, and case studies of hybrid warfare in a 2-hour long 
session. 

 Eminent policymakers, members of diplomatic circle, 
military and academic community participated in the session 
and asked questions pertaining to the national and individual 
security emanating from the incorporation of hybrid warfare 
by nation-states against their adversaries. This session was 
part of the series of conferences COPAIR has been hosting from 
last two years and it will result in the form of policy recommen-
dations which will be provided to the national security-related 
public institutions.

1. Brian L. Steed-Associate Professor from Command and Gen-
eral Staff College USA: During his presentation, he shared the 
different forms of narratives and the case of ISIS. He concluded 
by stating that Pakistan needs to give space to different narra-
tives to develop a national narrative in a holistic manner. 
2. Amna Malik-President COPAIR: Commended the efforts of 
Pakistan military forces in countering Indian hybrid threats 
and said that there is a need to equip ourselves with the tech-
nologies to deter the grey zone challenges and to safeguard Pa-
kistan’s national interest.
3. Alaa Al Aridi- International Public Law Expert and PhD re-
searcher at Vilnius University: There is a need of due diligence 
to counter the cases of becoming a victim state for cyber-at-
tacks on a third country and there is a need for cooperation in 

all fields, nationally and internationally, to overcome the hybrid 
threats
4. Dr Masood Khattak- Lecturer of Politics and International 
Relations at IIUI: Recommended that there is a need of effec-
tive counter intelligence operations, socio-economic develop-
ment in affected regions, establishing a counter narrative, and 
regional/global diplomatic maneuvering to counter India’s of-
fensive and coercive diplomacy
5. Ofer Fridman-Lecturer at Kings College London: There is a 
need of conceptual clarity and stamping out the overlapping 
and erratic definition of hybrid warfare. He stressed that war is 
itself hybrid and all elements incorporated by NATO and other 
actors in the realm of hybrid war are more related to the grand 
strategy of a nation

Key Takeaways:
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NUCLEAR DETERRENCE IN THE AGE 
OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) 
hosted a webinar on the developments of Artificial Intel-

ligence (AI) in the military affairs and its implications on the 
nuclear deterrence of nation-states. This webinar was aimed to 
gather insights from the academic and technical experts of AI 
and devise a comprehensive report, which will be assisting the 
policymakers working on national security, science and tech-
nology, ethics and regulations of emerging technologies. A di-
verse panel was convened to discuss the critical subject, where 
Dr Emmanuel Goffi from Paris, Amna Malik from Pakistan, and 
Dr Ansgar from United Kingdom participated and delivered 
their riveting talks. 
 Awais Siddique being the moderator of the session set 
the baseline of the event by delineating the revolution in mil-
itary affairs, with a special focus on AI as the force-multiplier 
and challenger of prevalent nuclear deterrence. He also shared 
the concerns of nuclear escalation in South Asian region and re-
quested panelists to share the case studies of developed coun-
tries in tackling the insecurities erupting from the incorpora-

tion of AI in military sphere.
 Dr Emmanuel Goffi, an Expert in ethics of artificial in-
telligence from Paris talked about the Ethical Normative Frame-
work of AI and said that all the governments are taking different 
approaches to promote the development of same technology. 
While quoting a fact, he said that the utility of AI in armament is 
ever growing and in 2026, AI military market will be worth 13 
billion USD, but at the same time, the role of ethics is question-
able because stakeholders do not adhere to same ethical values 
and it is not a priority for all governments. He recommended 
that the ethical regulations of AI should be local and not cos-
metic as long as they pertain to national security.
 Dr Ansgar Koene, Global AI Ethics and Regulatory 
Leader at EY and Senior Research Fellow at University of Not-

tingham, UK, enlightened the participants about the basic func-
tioning of AI and its potential uses related to national security 
and prospects of AI use in surveillance, analysis of text, threat 
assessment, counter-intelligence, lethal autonomous weapons 
etc. He was of view that the prospects of AI are changing the 
conventional payload delivery methods raising serious con-
cerns in the realm of nuclear deterrence and safety of critical 
systems. While discussing about the AI International regula-
tions he said that western forums are working on them but we 
are hopeful that the voices of global south will also be included 
in these global initiatives. He recommended that we need to be-
come more specific in AI regulations. 
 Ms Amna Malik, President COPAIR said that dominant 
military powers like the USA, China and Russia are harnessing 
the nascent technology of AI for their military modernization 
and advancing its utility for defence purposes. There is no 
doubt that AI developments and its military use will heighten 
the probability of technology exploitation for threatening the 
adversarial nuclear forces and escalating tensions. She stressed 

that keeping the nuclear peace in a time of such technological 
advances will require the cooperation and building new global 
institutions and agreements especially among the rival states, 
which ensure the military safeguards and pave path for confi-
dence building measures.
 Eminent policymakers, members of diplomatic circle, 
military and academic community participated in the session 
and asked questions pertaining to the national and individual 
security emanating from the incorporation of Artificial Intelli-
gence in military and intelligence affairs of nation-states. This 
session was part of the series of conferences COPAIR has been 
hosting from last two years and its objective was to provide pol-
icy recommendations to the national security-related public in-
stitutions.
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME CONFERENCE (IMC) 
HELD IN TANDEM WITH 7th MULTINATIONAL 

MARITIME EXERCISE AMAN 21

The three-days International Maritime Conference 
(IMC-21) organized on the theme of 'Development of 
Blue Economy under a Secure and Sustainable Envi-
ronment: A Shared Future for Western Indian Ocean 

Region' by National Institute of Maritime Affairs (NIMA) under 
the auspices of Pakistan Navy at Karachi. The President of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Dr. Arif Alvi graced the Opening 
Session while the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Makhdoom 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi graced the Cloing Ceremony as Chief 
Guest. 
 

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Nia-
zi attended various sessions and delivered his remarks along. 

Several dignitaries from across the globe attended the sessions, 
including Kitack Lim (IMO Secretary General), Samuel Paparo 
(Commander US Naval Forces Central Command Vice Admiral), 
Jayathilake (Rear Admiral YMGB of Sri Lankan Navy), and Dr. 

Aykut I. OLCER (Director of Maritime Research World Maritime 
University Sweden). While from Pakistan, Sardar Masood Khan 
(President AJK), General (Retd) Ehsanul Haq (former Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee), Senator Sherry Rehman, Per-
vez Khattak (Minister for Defence), , Ms Zartaj Gul (Minister of 
State for Climate Change), and other notable politicians, de-
fence personnel and scholars attended the conference.
 Eminent international and national scholars from Aus-

tralia, Bahrain, China, Nigeria, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Turkey, UK and USA also delivered their speeches during the 
three-day conference. These scholars presented their dynamic 
thoughts over theme of the conference, including blue econ-
omy, decarburization of international shipping for a sustain-
able planet, blue growth strategy, challenges and opportuni-
ties of changing maritime dynamics in the IOR, and Emerging 
Geo-Strategic Environment and Indo-Pacific Strategy.
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AMAN-21, the 7th Exer-
cise of the AMAN series 
is being held from 11-16 
February 2021. The ex-
ercise is one of the mega 
events of Pakistan Navy 
held biennially to signify 
the commitment towards 
making seas safer for 
positive human activities 
while inviting regional 
and extra-regional na-
vies. This year the AMAN 
Exercise is being attend-
ed by up to 45 countries 
with their ships, aircraft, 
Special Operation Forces 
and a large number of 
observers

MULTINATIONAL MARITIME EXERCISE AMAN-2021

An impressive and colorful Flags Hoisting Ceremony was held at Pakistan Navy Dockyard, Karachi, to formally commence 
the proceedings of Multinational Maritime Exercise AMAN-21. A large number of senior military representatives from par-

ticipating countries, observers, diplomats and Pakistan Navy officials attended the ceremony. The opening of the Exercise was 
marked with simultaneous hoisting of Flags of all the participating nations of AMAN-21.

45 COUNTRIES PARTICIPATED IN AMAN-21 EXERCISE

AMAN-21, the 7th Exercise of the AMAN series is being held 
from 11-16 February 2021. The exercise is one of the mega 
events of Pakistan Navy held biennially to signify the commit-
ment towards making seas safer for positive human activities 
while inviting regional and extra-regional navies. This year 
the AMAN Exercise is being attended by up to 45 countries 
with their ships, aircraft, Special Operation Forces and a large 
number of observers.

FLAGS HOISTING CEREMONY
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 Symbolising peaceful world in its logo, the UN aims 
to maintain international peace and security, devel-
op friendly relations among nations, achieve inter-
national cooperation, and be a center for harmo-

nizing the actions of nations. International and regional 
cooperation forums - political, economic, or military - are 
engines to propel the very aim. Naval Exercise AMAN (Peace) 
conducted by Pakistan on biennial basis is one such sig-
nificant step in the global objectives of peace through co-
operation; thus carries the slogan ‘together for peace’. 
It is professed that navies are strategic in nature, creating 
strategic outcomes. That is so.  Navies perform functions 
from tactical-natured ones to up-the-ladder grand-strategic 
functions, in a balanced amalgam of a nation-state’s foreign 
and defence policies. That is why navies stand unique, big or 
small; United States or Nigerian Navy. Estonian or Pakistan 
Navy. Pakistan Navy is a combat-ready multi-dimension-
al force for defence of the maritime frontiers of the country. 
From disaster relief and humanitarian operations to hardcore 
naval operations, Pakistan Navy is force that has an evolu-
tionary and progressive outlook. Domestic or international 
collaboration, Pakistan Navy remains a robust maritime en-
tity in the region contributing to the good order at sea. Rel-
evance and significance of Pakistan Navy increases manifold 
due to peculiar geography of Pakistan, and its geopolitical 
role in world’s affairs due to its superior strategic geography. 
  Pakistan is situated in the distant neighbourhood of 
energy-rich landlocked Central Asia, and shares borders with 
China and Afghanistan on northern and western frontiers, and 
is overseeing the maritime gateway to the Middle Eastern re-
gion. Strategic role of Pakistan during and post-Cold War, con-
tribution towards ongoing Global War against Terror (GWOT) 
and peace-restoration efforts in Afghanistan hands in glove with 

Exercise AMAN

Tee Shahid

Transforming Competitions to Cooperation : 

The writer is an international affairs analyst, who 
regularly writes on national security, foreign pol-
icy, international diplomacy and maritime affairs. 
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As the logo of UN sig-
nifies togetherness 
of the world, AMAN 
embodies together-
ness of maritime na-
tions, under the flag 
of Pakistan.
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the US is the most prominent one.  Pakistan’s moderation-di-
plomacy in the Middle East is soothing nerves on both sides 
of the Arabian/Persian Gulf. Historic and ideological animos-
ity between India and Pakistan, and India’s growing Hindut-
va ideology and its manifestation in the Modi’s fascist actions, 
and growing militarisation, is adding to the regional instability.   
 Significantly, Pakistan’s strategic and economic part-
nership with China and ongoing mega economic and defence 
cooperation is manifested in the joint defence production ven-
tures such as JF-17, F-22P frigates, Type-039A submarines and 
various smaller naval and maritime ships; and, China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), the flagship project of the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), which promises a common vision 
of shared prosperity. Dilly-dallying with Russia is also on pos-
itive pathway for mutual good. In long distance-relationships, 
Turkey and Malaysia are prominent Islamic nation-states 
with whom proactivism is underway whereas brotherhood 
with GCC is witnessing re-consolidation and re-strengthening. 
 Along with the land, the oceans have been historical-
ly the playing field for strategic tug-of-war, and the means of 
carrying the combat overseas. The competing powers have 
fetched this strategic antagonism far from their own homes to 
far-fetched yards – and in the oceans. Today, in the realm of 
maritime security, all nations are in a stretched-struggle to bat-
tle against traditional threats that are hounding the national 
security. With the same drive, the maritime forces are in a con-
sistent fight against non-traditional ones, such as piracy, mari-
time terrorism, Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fish-
ing, narco-smuggling, gunrunning, human trafficking, illegal 
immigration and environmental degradation, intimidating the 
maritime security. Traditional or non-traditional, these threats 
are entangled and intertwined. The fusion of these threats 
seek a collective, cooperative and collaborative response. Such 
response is the only key to unlock good order and tranquili-
ty in the oceans, or elsewhere. Pakistan’s AMAN exercise, the 
biggest of naval exercises in the world, proudly pledges it. 
 All this geopolitical developments of cooperation and 
competition are circumventing Indian Ocean. Along with tradi-
tional security threats, there are mammoth of non-traditional 
threats to design a maritime security environment. National 
security imperatives and non-traditional challenges demand 
a collaborative and cooperative mechanism based on mutual 
trust so that the oceans remain safe, secure and rewarding for 
the socio-economic prosperity of the citizens of the region and 
the world. Exercise AMAN upholds this spirit, and integrates 
more than 45 nations to participate in the exercise, sharing 
their maritime philosophies, maritime procedures, maritime 

assets and above all trust and commonality of objectives. 
 Since 2007, six episodes of AMAN exercises have been 
conducted. In the maiden exercise in 2007, 28 countries par-
ticipated whereas in AMAN 2009, there were 24 navies gath-
ered under the Pakistan Navy emblem. In year 2011, there 
were 28 countries, whereas in AMAN 2013, 29 countries im-
posed their professional and national trust in Pakistan Navy 
and Pakistan. Gradually, AMAN became a standard of mari-
time cooperation and witnessed rising participation of the 
friendly countries. So in AMAN 2017, there were 34 countries, 
and AMAN 2019 witnessed record presence of 45 countries. 

AMAN 2021, the 7th of the series was held in February with 
professional fervor and spirit. A large number of regional and 
extra regional navies participated in the exercise, with the ob-
jective of shared learning, shared practices and shared goals in 
the domain of maritime security. The exercise was an inordi-
nate opportunity to develop interoperability. AMAN exercise, 
in pure professional language, entailed RTTPs (Response, Tac-
tics and Techniques Procedures) particularly against non-tra-
ditional threats, and conducted practical exercises at sea such 
as VBSS (Vessel Board Search & Seizure), communication, 
and anti-piracy exercises. On the sidelines of the exercises at 
sea, International Maritime Conference (IMC), an intellectual 
platform for Subject Matter Experts hailing of participating 
nations to share and exchange ideas on maritime challenges 
and the measures to render the maritime world safe for the 
humanity, witnessed active participation of both national 
and international scholars. Shared goals breed shared strat-
egies for shared and secure maritime environment against 
all kinds of challenges threatening the maritime security. 
  AMAN, today, in its literal sense has become a plat-
form of cooperation and collaboration. AMAN continues to live 
its motto of ‘together for peace’ for collective maritime secu-
rity, and good order at sea – for the region and for the world.     
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Since Pakistan launched its first-ev-
er maritime doctrine in 2018, 
marking an accomplishment for 

the country and turning Pakistan Navy 
into one of the most significant defensive 
lines to protect the national interests. 
Owing to its professionalism, Pakistan 
Navy ensures the protection of state ju-
risdiction of territorial water boundaries 
and economic zones especially the IOR.  
After the inclusion of CPEC, the conven-
tional role of Pakistan Navy modernized 
with the adoption of technological ad-
vancements to maintain the maritime 
force as a taskforce to protect country’s 
defensive and economic interests at sea. 
 In 2020 Pakistan Navy remained 
at the forefront to provide relief and 
protection to the masses in various do-
mains ranging from exercising combat 
readiness, infusing maritime awareness, 
training and provision of assistance/re-
lief operations during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In accordance with the country’s 

strategic requirements, Pakistan Navy 
always remained poised and endeavored 
to support and serve national interests. 

 Following are the main high-
lights and achievements of the Pakistan 
Navy during the year 2020;

Bilateral and Multinational 
Naval Exercises

To mark its combat readiness while en-
suring the efforts towards collaborative 
maritime security in the region, Pakistan 
Navy in 2020 participated in various bi-
lateral and passage exercises including;
•Ex-Sea Guardians-2020 with PLA (Navy)
•Ex White Star-2020 with Royal Britain 
Navy
•Ex MAVIBALINA 2020 and Ex TUR-
GUTREIS-V with Turkish Navy
•Regional Maritime Security Patrol 
(RMSP) passage exercise with Japanese 
Maritime Self Defence Force
•RMSP passage exercise with South Ko-
rean Navy
•RMSP passage exercise with Royal Navy
oCoordinated joint Patrol with Turkish 
Navy
•Seaspark-2020
•Overseas Deployments of PN Ships in 
Oman, Kenya, Tanzania, Seychelles, Tur-
key, Jordan and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

The bilateral exercises were focused to 
enhance further capabilities, strengthen 
mutual learning, discuss and learn from 
best practices and to enhance interoper-
ability between the participants.  

Combat Readiness
During the sea operations / drills, Paki-
stan Navy demonstrated firepower in 
high-tech developed anti-ship missiles 
from various fleet combat platforms in-
cluding Surface, Sub-Surface and Avia-

tion units in North Arabian Sea. The suc-
cessful multiple live missile firings were 
conducted to review operational pre-
paredness and war fighting capabilities 
of Pakistan Naval fleet. 
 Assuming Command of CTF-151
In accordance with the United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) resolutions, Pa-
kistan Navy in cooperation with regional 
navies leading the maritime security op-
erations to eliminate and suppress piracy, 
armed robberies in Horn of Africa, Gulf of 
Aden and adjoining ocean space with its 
leadership skills engaging regional part-
ners in capacity building to strengthen 
capabilities in order to protect global 
maritime commerce and trade. Owing 
to its professional capabilities Pakistan 
Navy assumed the command of CTF-151 
for the ninth time with the resolve to con-
tinue with the same spirit to strengthen 
strong relationship between Pakistan 
Navy and Combined Maritime Forces 
(CMF) in the pursuit of their common 
objective to secure maritime order in the 
region.

Joint Maritime Information Coordina-
tion Centre (JMICC)

To counter the modern challenges/ 
threats, Pakistan Navy took another im-
portant initiative in 2020 and inaugu-
rated a Joint Maritime Information and 
Coordination Centre (JMICC) to harmo-
nize efforts of all maritime organiza-
tions and agencies. The initiative aimed 
to enhance collective response to mari-
time security challenges with regards to 
CPEC and EEZs. Moreover, the new set-
up is equipped with indigenously devel-
oped Joint Maritime Information Sharing 
(JMIS) system, which will primarily im-
prove the information sharing and inter 
department/ agency coordination.

Pakistan Navy: 
Advancements and Modernization in 2020

Author: Wajahat Abbas
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Development Programs and 
Acquisitions

The missions of Pakistan Navy towards 
modernization and regional leader as 
a task force rather than a conventional 
force, Pakistan Navy continued their de-
velopmental and acquisition program 
throughout the year. This year working 
indigenously and with other regional 
partners Pakistan Navy inducted follow-
ing naval components;
•Maritime Patrol Aircraft’s (MPAs)
•Unmanned Aerial Systems to enhance 
operational capability
•LUNA NG Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs) to augment Pakistan Navy’s intel-
ligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
(ISR) capabilities in maritime domain es-
pecially in Creeks area along the Coastal 
belt. 
•Induction of 1st Type-054 A/P Class 
Frigate (Fitted with latest Surface, Sub-
surface, Anti-air weapons, Combat Man-
agement System with technologically ad-
vanced sensors). 
•Keel Laying of 2nd Type-054 A/P Class 
Frigate 
•Keel Laying of 2nd MILGEM Class Cor-
vette was held at Karachi Shipyard and 
Engineering Works KS&EW)
•Induction of two state of the art cor-
vettes PNS YARMOOK and PNS TABUK 
(The corvettes possess latest weapons 
and sensors system having sophisticated 
self-protection and terminal defence sys-
tems being constructed at Romania).
Anti-Narcotic Operations
 To safeguard frontiers, PN con-
ducted individual and joint intelligence 
based operations (IBOs) in collaboration 
with Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF), Paki-
stan Maritime Security Agency (PMSA) 
and Pakistan Customs to thwart crimi-
nal elements in smuggling of drugs and 
remained vigilant along the coastal belt. 
During the operations, Pakistan Navy 
along with other security agencies inter-
cepted and confiscated huge caches of 
narcotics/ drugs worth billions of rupees 
in international market. The successful 
operations were based on prolonged sur-

veillance, operational coordination and 
timely efforts of security agencies with 
the effective monitoring of Pakistan Navy 
on the coastline and sea frontiers. 

Humanitarian Assistance 
Pakistan Navy being a professional and 
responsible force extended nationwide 
humanitarian assistance for the nation 
and its people during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Pakistan Navy distributed food 
/ essential commodities and Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPEs) at various 
cities/ towns, small villages and hospi-
tals across the country for fighting the 
deadliest pandemic. Moreover, Pakistan 
Navy’s medical teams established free 
medical camps at far-flung rural areas 
of Sindh and Balochistan to provide free 
treatment and enlighten them about 
diseases/ infections and their preven-
tive measures particularly against the 
COVID-19. During the rains and floods of 
monsoon, Pakistan Navy along with the 
civil administration remained at the fore-
front and launched rescue operations to 
provide relief disaster hit areas. Naval 
troops reached the disaster hit areas and 
evacuated large number of local inhabi-
tants stranded in rain flooded areas and 
provided them relief good/ ration bags. 
I. Socio-economic Developments
Even though 2020 remained uncertain 
but Pakistan Navy, following its vision 
devoted its resources for the country and 
its people. Pakistan Navy took various 
developmental steps for socio-economic 
development of the country, such as:
II. Educational Facilities: 
Pakistan Navy inaugurated Maritime 
Science and Technology Park (PMSTP) 
as a core objective to boost the nation-
al blue economy and promote maritime 
sciences, technologies and businesses. 
The PMSTP will act as a vibrant platform 
for national development and contribute 
in national GDP besides playing a criti-
cal role in mapping of national offshore 
riches. In addition to that Pakistan Navy 
is modernizing the standards of Bahria 

University with following programs;

• Bahria University Dental College and 
Hospital

• Health and Science Complex at Bahria 
University Medical & Dental College 
(BUM&DC), Karachi

• Pakistan Navy Nursing College and 
Medical Training School

• Allied Health Sciences and College of 
Physical Therapy 

III. Sports Field: 
Pakistan Navy won laurels in different 
sports events and successfully defended 
the title of 27th National shooting cham-
pionship consecutively for the 3rd time 
and also won Nation Sailing Champion-
ship. Moreover, Pakistan Navy organized 
14th Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) interna-
tional squash championship and 3rd PN 
international Nautical competition.

IV. Tree Plantation Campaign: 
In line with the government’s vision 
for a clean and green Pakistan, Navy 
launched its Spring Tree Plantation Cam-
paign-2020 and planned to plant three 
hundred thousand (300,000) saplings 
alone at Margalla Hills in Islamabad. 
Similarly, planted 3 million mangroves 
in coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces, which will improve the eco-
system and subside the alarming climate 
changes.

 The year 2020 remained uncer-
tain in terms of natural disasters, global 
deadly pandemic, slow trade, interna-
tional alignments & re-alignments and 
economic cooperation however, Pakistan 
Navy accomplished its desired objectives 
in various aspects ranging from exercis-
ing combat readiness at sea and assisting 
local populace during national calamities 
through rescue and relief operations. 
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Pakistan and Turkey have strength-
ened their diplomatic and mili-
tary relations over 

recent years to an un-
precedented level. The 
initiative of joint mili-
tary exercise between 
Pakistan and Turkey is 
considered among the 
key factors which have 
a significant impact on 
military ties between the 
two states. Since 1998, 
this joint military exer-
cise has been conducted 
alternatively by these 
countries. This joint military exercise will 
not only further strengthen the bond of 
two brotherly nations and but will also 
help in adapting to the emerging trends 
in military modernization and coopera-

tion. 
 ATATURK-XI 2021, a three-week-
long joint military exercise, commenced 
on 9th February 2021 in which Turkish 
Special Forces and Pakistan’s SSG troops 
have participated. In this exercise, count-
er-terrorism, close quarter battle, cordon 
and search, rappelling, fire and move 
techniques, helicopter rappelling, com-
pound clearance, hostage and rescue, and 
free-fall operations are included. Both 
Pakistan and Turkey have been fighting 
similar security threats to their territo-
rial integrity and national security e.g. 
terrorism. Therefore, the exercise holds 
significant importance for sharing expe-

riences and learning from each other's 
planning and strategies. 
 Both Pakistan and Turkey have 
used different strategies to fight against 
the menace of terrorism. For example, 

Turkey has employed drones against PKK 
terrorists. Number of terrorists drops 
under 500 after armed unmanned aerial 
vehicle comes into use by Turkish forc-
es. Moreover, Turkish drone power was 
also displayed in recent Nagorno-Kara-
bakh conflict. Pakistan can use Turkish 
drone technology to neutralize the terror 
threats on its soil. 
 Moreover, India kept a close 
watch on the joint military exercise be-
tween Turkish and Pakistani Special 
Forces as the exercise is expected to 
create strategic alliance which will have 
implications for India. India has already 
shown concerns over Turkey’s stance 

on the issue of Kash-
mir. The increasing 
military-to-military 
between Pakistan and 
Turkey cooperation 
will help Pakistan’s 
forces to further en-
hance their capacity 
and capability and to 
adopt the modern tech-
nology in the security 
domains which is dis-
turbing for India as it 
will contribute to Paki-

stan’s struggle for invincible defence.            
 Pakistan and Turkey have been 
conducting the joint exercises since 1998, 
alternately. The exercises held in Turkey 
are named ‘JINNAH’, while those held in 

 ATATURK-XI: 
Pakistan-Turkey Military Exercise 2021
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Pakistan are named ‘ATATURK’. The joint 
exercise is aimed at improving friendship, 
cooperation, and coordination between 
the two brotherly countries. The exercise 
also intends to share knowledge and ex-
perience and to develop the capability of 
initiating joint operations between the 
Special Forces of the two countries. The 
military exercise between Pakistan and 
Turkey is the eleventh exercise that has 
been held in Pakistan.  
The military ties between these brotherly 
countries have witnessed unprecedented 
developments in recent years. Although 
the armed forces training exchange pro-
gram, which was inaugurated in 2000, 
has been often seen as an important fac-
tor to enhance military-to-military ties, 
the recent defense deals in 2018 have 
boosted the defense and security cooper-
ation between Pakistan and Turkey. 
Specifically speaking, in October 2018, 
the Pakistan Navy commissioned a 
17,000-tonne fleet tanker, built-in in 
collaboration with Turkish defense com-
pany STM in the southern port city of 
Karachi. It was the largest warship ever 
constructed in the Karachi Shipyard and 
Engineering Works, according to Paki-
stani military sources. Turkey is also up-
grading three Pakistani submarines. In 
July 2018, Turkey won a multibillion-dol-
lar tender to supply four corvettes to the 
Pakistan Navy – which then-defense min-
ister Nurettin Canikli said was the larg-
est contract ever granted to the Turkish 
defense industry.  
 Moreover, in 2016, Turkey gave 
34 T-37 aircraft (with spares) to Paki-
stan. Turkey also agreed to purchase the 
MFI-17 Super Mushshak trainer aircraft 
from Pakistan. In October 2019, Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan along 
with then Pakistan Navy Chief Adm. Za-
far Mahmood Abbasi had cut the first 
metal plate of the first MILGEM Ada class 
corvette during a ceremony in Istanbul. 
While addressing the ceremony, Presi-
dent Erdogan highlighted the deep-root-
ed relationship between the two strate-
gically-aligned nations. He underscored 
the defense collaboration for the con-
struction of Milgem class warships as a 
major milestone in Pakistan-Turkey de-
fense ties.  
Turkish arms transfers to Pakistan to-
taled $112 million from 2016-2019, ac-
cording to the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). During 
this period, Turkey was Pakistan's 

fourth-largest source of arms, surpassing 
the United States, and Pakistan was Tur-
key’s third-largest arms export market, 
according to SIPRI. These numbers will 
grow as Turkey fulfills recent orders from 
Pakistan exceeding $3 billion, including 
the purchase of four MILGEM Ada-class 
corvettes, two of which will be built in 
Pakistan, and 30 T-129 Atak helicopters.
Pakistani and Turkish aspirations for de-
fense autarky were both born from bitter 
experiences of being sanctioned by the 
West. Continued Western compellence 
also drives — and problematizes — Pa-
kistan-Turkey defense cooperation. The 
T-129 helicopter deal has been in limbo 
as Congress has blocked export licenses 
to Turkey for its American-British de-
signed LHTEC T800-4A turboshaft en-
gine. Turkey is developing a replacement 
for the T800-4A, the TEI TS1400, which 
could salvage the deal should U.S.-Turkey 
relations remain cold. But the TS1400 is 
currently in the prototype stage — years 
away from service. 
 Furthermore, In February 2020, 
President Erdoğan and Prime Minister 
Imran Khan co-chaired the sixth meeting 
of the Turkey-Pakistan High-Level Strate-
gic Cooperation Council, where the two 
countries signed a series of memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs) aimed 
at boosting the existing bilateral trade, 
economic engagement, and cultural and 
communication ties. The MoUs includ-
ed “cooperation between two countries’ 
state-run broadcasters – TRT and PTV – 
education and overseas diaspora, culture 
and tourism development and facilita-
tion, halal accreditation and conformity 
assessment and trade facilitation. They 
also intend to cooperate in areas like cus-
toms, postal services, railway, and mili-
tary training and e-commerce.”  
 While meeting with National 
Defence of Turkey General Hulusi Akar 
(Retired) on 26th October 2020, Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
stated that countries share a great histo-
ry of brotherly relations which is being 
transformed into an enduring partner-
ship. Furthermore, Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar vis-
ited Turkey on 15th January 2021. While 
addressing a meeting, comprising board 
members of the Association of Justice De-
fenders and Strategic Studies Center (AS-
SAM) in Turkey, Chief Marshal said that 
Pakistan, Turkey have similar interests 
and challenges. 

 Pakistan-Turkey defense rela-
tions go beyond purchases of Turkish 
arms by Islamabad. Ankara has procured 
training aircraft, drone parts, and bombs 
from Islamabad. And the two countries 
are also increasingly pursuing technolog-
ical cooperation. The MILGEM Ada-class 
ship deal, for example, involves the trans-
fer of technology. Turkish Aerospace 
Industries (TAI) has also secured an 
agreement with Pakistan’s premier engi-
neering school, the National University of 
Science and Technology, for research and 
development cooperation and faculty and 
student exchanges. TAI has also agreed to 
set up shop at Pakistan’s National Science 
and Technology Park, a section of which 
will focus on defense projects, including 
cyberwarfare, drones, and radar technol-
ogy. 
The growing closeness is also reflected in 
the diplomatic sphere. Pakistani senior 
officials have expressed support for Tur-
key in its disputes over gas exploration 
in the Eastern Mediterranean. A series 
of joint naval exercises in the Mediterra-
nean, involving the navies of both coun-
tries and including violations of Cypriot 
and Greek territorial waters and airspace, 
took place over the last year. Similar joint 
exercises have also been held in the Indi-
an Ocean.
 Turkey, in turn, in a development 
causing concern in New Delhi, has begun 
to support vocally Pakistan's stance on 
Kashmir. Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan said in February 2020 that the 
issue was as important to Turkey as it is 
to Pakistan. Referencing the events of the 
Turkish War of Independence, Erdogan 
said, “And now, we feel the same about 
Kashmir today. It was Çanakkale yester-
day and Kashmir today; there is no differ-
ence between the two.”
In a nutshell, Pakistan and Turkey have 
emerged as strong strategic allies in re-
cent years and military-to-military coop-
eration has been a determining element 
in this regard. Pakistan and Turkey have 
facing similar security threats such as 
terrorism, therefore, the exercise ATAT-
URK-XI 2021 will help both countries to 
learn from each other's experience to 
counter-terrorism. Moreover, it will fur-
ther strengthen the brotherly relations 
between Pakistan and Turkey and impor-
tantly enhance cooperation in the mili-
tary domain.    

Article
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The debrief ses-
sion of Pakistan 
Navy’s Opera-
tional Exercise 
RIBAT-21 was 
held at  Karachi. 
Chief of the Na-
val Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi graced 
the occasion as Chief Guest.  Speaking on the occasion, 
the Admiral emphasized on the perpetual readiness of 
Pakistan Navy fighting units and underscored the im-
portance of joint operational exercises to afford desired 
level of training. Chief of Naval Staff emphasized that 
Pakistan is a peace-loving nation and believes in re-
gional prosperity and stability. Naval Chief reaffirmed 
the resolve to thwart any misadventure by the adver-
sary.  Exercise RIBAT focuses on validating Pakistan 
Naval warfighting concepts under evolving multi-fac-
eted threats, ranging from conventional to asymmetric 
warfare. The hallmark of the exercise remained joint 
PN and PAF operations, which were undertaken at ex-
tended ranges in the North Arabian Sea.

The Opening event to launch the International 
Year of Peace and Trust was held in the Institute 

of International Relations of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkmenistan. The heads and representa-
tives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmen-
istan, deputies of the Mejlis (Parliament), Chiefs of 
Diplomatic missions and representative offices of 
international organizations in Turkmenistan, Rectors 
of the institutions of higher education of the country, Editors-in-chief of press and repre-
sentatives of national mass media, as well as foreign journalists accredited in Turkmenistan 
took part in the event. During her opening remarks, the Acting UN Resident Coordinator in 
Turkmenistan, UNICEF Representative in Turkmenistan Christine Weigand noted the im-
portance of the International Year of Peace and Trust initiated by the President of Turkmen-
istan for the sake of sustaining peace, stability and mutual understanding between people 
which is the key to sustainable development.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
has warned that the world was far from 

achieving agreed goals to reduce global warm-
ing in line with the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, and called for greater commitment to 
averting climate catastrophe. The UN chief was 
speaking to member states meeting on Mon-
day as part of the preparations towards the 
latest annual UN climate conference, known as 
COP26, which will be held in Glasgow, Scotland, 

in November. Originally scheduled for last year, it had to be postponed due to the corona-
virus pandemic. While acknowledging progress made over the past year, including towards 
cutting carbon emissions, it is not enough, he said. With nine months to go until Glasgow, 
and the disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic continuing, Guterres underlined the UN’s 
commitment to ensuring preparatory negotiations will take place virtually.

UN chief underscores 2021 a ‘crucial year’ for global climate change

Launch the International Year of Peace and Trust was held in Ashgabat

During his ongoing visit to Cai-
ro, Foreign Minister Makh-

doom Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
called on the President of Egypt, 
Abdel Fattah Al Sisi. The Foreign 
Minister conveyed warm greet-
ings of Pakistan’s leadership to 
the Egyptian President. He ap-
preciated the stability and prog-
ress achieved by Egypt under his 
able leadership. Foreign Minis-
ter Qureshi briefed the President 
on Pakistan’s shifting focus from 
geo-politics to geo-economics. He 
stressed that the vision of “Naya 
Pakistan” was predicated on eco-
nomic connectivity and ensur-
ing peace within and beyond our 
borders. He said Pakistan would 
always look to be a partner in 
peace and progress. Recalling the 
decades old warm bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries, Foreign 
Minister Qureshi expressed Paki-
stan’s desire to further strength-
en and diversify bilateral ties. 
The Foreign Minister briefed the 
President on the situation in Paki-
stan’s neighborhood, in particular 
Pakistan’s efforts to facilitate the 
Afghan Peace Process, the ongoing 
human rights violations in the In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK), and continued 
denial of the Kashmiri people’s 
legitimate right to self-determina-
tion. The President welcomed the 
Foreign Minister and reciprocated 
the warm feelings of the Pakistani 
leadership. He fondly recalled his 
recent interactions with Prime 
Minister Imran Khan. President 
Sisi expressed hope that the visit 
of Foreign Minister Qureshi would 
pave the way for enhanced bilat-
eral ties and dynamic multilateral 
cooperation.

Foreign Minister Qureshi’s Official Visit to Egypt

H.E Dr. Christian Turner, British 
High Commissioner called on Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ. Matters 
of mutual interest, overall region-
al security situation and Afghan 
Peace Process were discussed 
during the meeting. COAS thanked 
the dignitary for UK’s contribution 
towards fight against COVID-19 in 
Pakistan.

Dr. Christian Turner, British High Commissioner 
called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa

PAK NAVY’S OPERATIONAL EXERCISE RIBAT-2021

News Update
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Pakistan Academy of Letters (PAL) and the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Islamabad hosted 

a special function on the occasion of the 150th 
anniversary of Lesya Ukrainka. The Ambassa-
dor of Ukraine, Mr. Markian Chuchuk, and the 
Parlimentary Secretary for National Heritage 
& Culture, Ghazala Saifi, spoke on the subject. 

Notable speakers, including Dr. Yousuf Khushk (Chairman PAL), Tetiana Chu-
chuk, (First Lady- Embassy of Ukraine), Mureed Rahmoon (Joint Federal Sec-
retary, National Heritage and Culture Division) and others delivered speech-

The 7th Session of Commerce Secretaries Level Talks, hosted 
by Pakistan, in Islamabad between the Democratic Social-

ist Republic of Sri Lanka and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
where the delegates from both sides engaged in productive 
and meaningful discussions on strengthening trade ties and 
resolving issues impeding trade. Prospects of enhancing trade 
through cooperation and facilitation were also discussed. From 
Pakistan’s side the delegation was led by Dr. Muhammad Sohail 
Rajput, Special Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, while Ms. J.M. 
Bhadranie Jayawardhana, Secretary, Ministry of Trade steered 
the Srilankan side. The heads of the two delegations empha-
sized on the need to use this forum to further strengthen the 
existing bilateral trade and investment linkages between the 
two countries and they also expressed their commitment to 
enhance trade relations by removing various impediments. 

Both sides also agreed to reactivate the forum of Joint Work-
ing Groups (JWGs) for redressal of technical issues pending 
between the two trading partners. It was decided to conduct 
the next JWG meeting during the first half of 2021. Both sides 
further agreed to enhance cooperation in trade related matters 
so that the true potential of the Free Trade Agreement could be 
effectively exploited. The Secretaries of the two sides agreed to 

the text of Memorandum 
of Understanding in the 
field of investment and 
resolved that it will ush-
er new avenues of bilat-
eral investment. 

Commission on Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development in the South explored 
more avenues of cooperation with Govern-
ment of China in Scientific and Higher Educa-
tion. COMSATS has further explored the pros-
pects of launching multilateral projects under 
the umbrella of Belt and Road Initiative, with 
the Ambassador of China to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. 
Nong Rong. A Founding Member of COMSATS, 
China, has representation at all statutory bod-
ies of COMSATS through its Ministry of Science 
and Technology (MoST); and Centres of Excel-
lence – the International Center for Climate and 
Environment Sciences (ICCES) and the Tian-
jin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology (TIB). 
During a meeting the Chinese Ambassador held 
in the Embassy, a four-member delegation of 
COMSATS, led by Dr. S.M. Junaid Zaidi, Execu-
tive Director COMSATS met the newly appoint-
ed ambassador of China.  Felicitating H.E. Mr. 
Nong Rong on assuming charge of Ambassador 
of China to Pakistan, Dr. Zaidi apprised him of 
COMSATS – China collaboration. The Ambassa-
dor was apprised that COMSATS and Chinese 
Ministry of Science and Technology have also 
signed an agreement on ‘Cooperation Initiative 
on Silk Road of Innovation’ for ST&I coopera-
tion for sustainable development. It was as-
sured that Chinese government will play a cata-
lytic role for institution-building (research and 
academic institutions as well as S&T parks) in 
COMSATS’ Member States as well as initiating 
joint programmes with Ministry of S& T China 
and ANSO.

Upon culmination of Exercise 
AMAN 2021, Pakistan Navy 
Ships ALAMGIR and ASLAT 
conducted bilateral Exercise 
ARABIAN MONSOON 2021 
with the ships of Russian 
Federation Navy, ADMIRAL 
GRIGOROVICH and DMITRIY 
ROGACHOV in North Ara-
bian Sea. Besides, Pakistan 
Navy Ship ZULFIQUAR also 
conducted bilateral Exercise 
LION STAR-II with Sri Lank-
an Navy Ship GAJABAHU. Pa-
kistan Navy fixed & rotary 
wing aircraft and Pakistan Air 
Force Fighters participated in 
these exercises. The exercis-
es included Anti-Surface, An-
ti-Air Warfare, Manoeuvring 
and Communication serials.  
Bilateral exercises ARABIAN 
MONSOON 2021 and LION 
STAR-II were conducted to 
further enhance the coopera-
tion and interoperability with 
navies of Russian Federation 
and Sri Lanka respectively. 

The Government of Japan has announced on 
Monday a contribution of USD 3.7 million to 
support UNHCR’s programmes and activities 
for Afghan refugees and host communities 
in Pakistan. This three-year project will fo-
cus on education, livelihoods assistance and 
community structures in the provinces of 
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Pun-
jab, benefitting over 240,000 individuals. The 
announcement was made at a ceremony in 
Islamabad. On this occasion, the Ambassador 
of Japan to Pakistan, His Excellency Mr. MAT-
SUDA Kuninori, and UNHCR Representative, 
Ms. Noriko Yoshida, signed an agreement. 
The Chief Commissioner for Afghan Refugees, 
Mr. Saleem Khan, was also present.

Japan donates $3.7 million to support refugees 
and host communities in Pakistan

es. Whereas Dr. Olena Bordilovska of the 
Ukrainian Embassy, and Nadia Zulqarnain 
showed video presentations. Prof. Dr. Sofia 
Yousuf and Prof. Dr. Safir Awan presented 
articles on the personality and art of Lesya 
Ukrainka, while musical performances also 
remained part of the event. 

COMSATS explored the prospects of launching multilateral 
projects under the umbrella of BRI

Lesya Ukrainka's ceremony has taken the friendship between Pakistan and Ukraine to the public level

7TH SESSION OF COMMERCE SECRETARIES’ LEVEL TALKS BETWEEN PAKISTAN AND SRI LNAKA
News Update

PAK NAVY CONDUCTS BILATERAL EXERCISES 
WITH RUSSIAN AND SRI LANKAN NAVY SHIPS
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Kazakhstan is a landlocked, transcon-
tinental country located in Central 

Asia and Eastern Europe, bordered by 
China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Turkmeni-
stan, and Uzbekistan. The terrain ex-
tends west to east from the Caspian 
Sea to the Altay Mountains and north to 
south from the plains of Western Siberia 
to the deserts of Central Asia. It is the 
world’s ninth-biggest country and have 
better standards of accommodation, 
restaurants and transport than else-
where in Central Asia. 
An interesting fact about Kazakh-
stan is that the country is divided 
into two different time zones!

 Almaty is Kazakhstan’s main 
transport hub and a place many travelers 
pass through. Stay a few days and you’ll 
find that it is a sophisticated place – one 
for enjoying green parks and excellent 
museums, shops and markets, and for 
eating, drinking and partying in Central.
Asia’s best selection of restaurants, ca-
fes, bars and clubs. And great mountain 
hiking and skiing are right on the door-
step. 
 

 It’s a combination of three lakes 
that are very popular, near Almaty. If you 
want to admire the serene beauty of this 

place and its wild, natural beauty, then 
this is the right place.

 If you love skating, then this 
the place for you! Medeu Skating Rink is 
located at around 5,548 feet (1691 me-
ters) above sea level and is known as the 
highest skating rink in the world!

 The Ascension Cathedral, also 
known as Zenkov Cathedral, is a Russian 
Orthodox cathedral built in 1907 and it 
is second highest wooden building of the 
world.

Nur-Sultan, known as Astana before 
March 2019, is the capital city of Kazakh-
stan. It is located in the north-central 
part of the country, along the Ishim Riv-
er, at the junction of the Trans-Kazakh-
stan and South Siberian railways.

 During the Stalin years, Akmol, 
35km west of Nur-Sultan, housed ALZ-
hIR, a notorious camp for wives and 
children of men who were interned else-
where as ‘betrayers of the motherland’.

 Tian Shan is north and west 
of the Taklamakan Desert and direct-
ly north of the Tarim Basin in the bor-
der region of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan 
and Xinjiang in Northwest China. In the 
south it links up with the Pamir Moun-
tains and to north and east it meets the 
Altai Mountains of Mongolia.

Almaty – The Biggest City

Travel Destination

Spectacular 
      Kazakhstan

Kolsai Lakes 

Medeu Skating Rink

Zenkov Cathedral

Nur Sultan – The Capital

Alzhir Memorial Museum

Tian Shan Mountains
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The Kazakh national cuisine is not 
just an essential characteristic 
of daily life, but it embodies its 
inherent hospitality, traditions 

and elements of nomadic culture. Kazakh 
national cuisine for centuries was based 
solely on the great experience of the an-
cient predecessors, who perfectly adapt-
ed to life in the harsh steppe climate. 
This included snowy frosty winters and 
hot, sometimes arid summers. To survive 
these conditions, they had to have a good 
understanding of health and what influ-
ences it. Therefore, the nomads invented 
such dishes from a small range of prod-
ucts that the land provided them. This 
would allow them to preserve all the ben-
eficial properties and vitamins as much 
as possible, while being able to capture a 
very pleasant taste. 
It is noteworthy that each dish has its 
own history, purpose, and even a rea-
son for being made (some of them were 
most often served during the reception 
of guests). Thanks to this, all meals in Ka-
zakh families are turned into a kind of rit-
ual, especially when relatives from other 
villages come to gather around a table.

Shelpek
 Shelpek is a tra-
ditional flatbread 
hailing from Ka-
zakhstan made 
with a combina-
tion of flour, sugar, 

milk, salt, and oil for frying. Shelpek is es-
pecially significant on Friday and the flat-
bread is prepared to honor the memory 
of the ones that passed away. Once done, 
these flatbreads are folded, then served 
with cheese, jam, or sour cream, usually 
in the afternoon, accompanied by a cup of 
tea on the side. 

Tohax
 Tohax is a tradition-

al, round-shaped 
bread that is espe-
cially popular in 
parts of Central Asia 
such as Kazakhstan 

and Uzbekistan. It is characterized by a 

large indentation in its center. The bread 
is baked until it develops a golden brown 
crust and is usually served warm.

Zahya
Zahya is a traditional Kazakh meat del-
icacy made with horse meat. Typically, 
the finished product is boiled about two 
hours before 
c o n s u m p -
tion, and 
usually, it is 
served sliced 
with greens 
s p r i n k l e d 
on top. Za-
hya is mostly enjoyed as a cold appetizer 
alongside other horse meat specialties, 
although it can also be added to various 
dishes such as salads.

Zhal
Zhal is one of an array of horse meat del-
icacies that are traditionally prepared in                      
Kazakhstan. Slices of this meat specialty 

can be enjoyed while they’re still warm 
or chilled, and they’re usually garnished 
with onion rings on top.

Maypalu
Mypalau is a traditional dish hailing from 
Kazakhstan. The key ingredient of this 
specialty is the sheep’s brain which is 
typically placed in a wooden bowl and 
combined with pieces of meat, broth with 
salted fat, and garlic.

Shalgam
Shalgam is a traditional salad originating 
from Kazahstan. It is typically prepared 
with a combination of grated radish, car-
rots, bell peppers, onions, and garlic. The 
salad is dressed with a combination of 
white wine vinegar, sugar, oil, salt, and 
cayenne pepper.

Kumys
 Kumys (kumis) - a fermented, 
alcoholic beverage milk produced from 
mare’s milk. It is drunk with many Ka-
zakhstani dishes. It is a traditional drink 
of nomadic peoples of Central Asia. 
Kumys is consumed, according to tradi-
tion, during special meetings and cele-
brations. 

 Tea 
The Kazakh tea is very popular all over the 
country. There are national “chai-khanas” 
all over, where you can sip some of the 
best tea the world has to offer. Kumys is 
often served as a cow’s milk substitute 
for the tea, refusing it can mean disre-
spect to Kazakhstan culture.
 

CUISINE

KAZAKH 
    CUISINE 
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Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease 
caused by a newly discovered coronavirus. A newly iden-

tified coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, has caused a worldwide pan-
demic of respiratory illness. Older people and those with 
underlying medical problems like cardiovascular disease, dia-
betes, chronic respiratory disease, and cancer are more likely 
to develop serious illness.
Protection
 As of now, there is not a specific treatment for the vi-
rus. People who become sick from COVID-19 should be treated 
with supportive measures: those that relieve symptoms. For 
severe cases, there may be additional options for treatment, 
including research drugs and therapeutics. It is crucial to prac-
tice good hygiene, respiratory etiquette and physical distanc-
ing.
Vaccines.The coronavirus pandemic continues to grow with 
second and third waves reported in many countries. Vaccines 
are, however, also being rolled out in many places. Rich coun-
tries have already secured supplies while poorer countries 
await their turn. 
Pakistan has formally launched its vaccination program na-
tionwide on the 3rd of February 2021. At present two vaccines 
have been approved by the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pa-
kistan (DRAP) namely AstraZeneca Oxford COVID 19 vaccine 
and the Sinopharm Vaccine on emergency use authorization 
basis. Both vaccines have been proven safe. 

1.The AstraZeneca Vaccine
  The AstraZeneca vaccine was authorized on 
15 January 2021 by DRAP on an emergency basis. About 2.8 
million doses of the vaccine are expected to arrive close to 
12th March 2021. The vaccine is administered in two doses 4 
weeks apart. These vaccines will also be used to inoculate peo-
ple above the age of 65 years. This demographic also includes 
health workers aged 65 and above. It has an efficacy rate of 
70.4 % and UK have already started their vaccination drives 
with the Astrazeneca vaccine and have seen favourable results. 
This is a very low cost vaccine with a value of $4. It can easily 
be stored in refrigerator temperatures making the Cold Stor-
age Chain easier. 
 Pfizer and Moderna have also promised to make 1 bil-
lion doses by the end of the year. It is noteworthy here that the 
developed countries have already booked Pfizer and Moderna 
for the purchase of the vaccine.
We will receive this vaccine through the COVAX facility — 
which is a global alliance formed to ensure equitable access 

to vaccines for lower-income countries. COVAX is providing 
Pakistan a total of 17 million doses of the AstraZeneca-Oxford 
vaccine. The first shipment is expected to arrive before
June.
2.The SINOPHARM Vaccine:
  The Sinopharm vaccine was approved on 18 
January 2021. Around 5 million vaccines arrived and will be 
first available to high risk groups. The vaccine is administered 
in two doses 3 weeks apart and has an efficacy rate of 79.3%. 
Countries like UAE, Bahrain, Serbia have already started their 
trials with the vaccine and have observed favourable results. 
The cost of this vaccine is higher than the former vaccine sell-
ing for around $60 to $150 in China, but Pakistan is providing 
it for free to achieve herd immunization.
 The federal government distributed the Chinese-made 
coronavirus vaccines among Sindh, Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and Balochistan. Sindh received 84,000 doses of the 
vaccine, Punjab 70,000, KP 65,000 and Balochistan 10,300 
doses.
Future Plans for Coronavirus Vaccine Supply:
 Talks are underway with Russian owned pharmaceu-
ticals SPUTNIK for the procurement of the coronavirus vac-
cine. No adverse effects have so far been
reported regarding the vaccine marking a 91.4% efficacy rate. 
Cansino Vaccine which is also Chinese made is also under con-
sideration for future use. It is in its third phase of trials but 
results have not yet been declared. This is also an easy store 
drug and will be provided to the citizens of Pakistan for free.

Leading Vaccines and Authorization:

1. Pfizer vaccine:
 Authorised in: Belgium, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Ec 
 uador, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Mexico, Philippines, Qa 
 tar, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Singapore, UK, US, WHO.
2. Moderna vaccine:
 Authorised in: US, Canada, Mexico, EU, Israel
3. Gamaleya vaccine:
 Authorised in: Russia, Belarus, Argentina, Algeria
4. Bharat Biotech:
 Authorised in: India
5. Sinovac vaccine:
 Authorised in: China, Turkey

Health

CORONAVIRUS VACCINES
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The FIFA club world cup is an international men’s associ-
ation football competition organized by the Federation 

international football association (FIFA). The competition was 
founded 21 years ago and the current format of the tournament 
involves seven teams competing for the title at venues within 
the host nation over about two weeks.
 Qatar is hosting this year’s tournament, and the coun-
try will also host the actual FIFA world cup next year. The 
matches are happening at the two venues of city Al-Rayyan, the 
same stadiums which will host the 2022 world cup matches and 
due to the covid-19 pandemic the attendance is only limited 
to 30% of the seating capacity 7 referees 12 assistant referees 
and 6 video assistant referees from total 6 confederations have 
been appointed. The 
FIFA Club World Cup 
champions are the 
Liverpool F.C while 
Real Madrid C.F 
holds the record for 
most victories, win-
ning the competition 
four times since its 
inception. The Union 
of European Football 
Associations (UEFA) 
is the most success-
ful confederation of 
the competition with 
twelve titles earned 
by seven of its clubs.
 Like many 
other events, the FIFA Club World Cup was also postponed to 
2021 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Total seven teams were 
to compete in the tournament; however, OFC's representatives 
in Auckland City withdrew due to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
related quarantine measures required by the New Zealand 
authorities. As a result, only six teams are competing, and the 
first-round match was held on February 1, 2021, won by host 
Qatar's representatives Al-Duhail, who advanced automatically 
to the second round on 4 February 2021. Liverpool is the de-
fending champions, but will not defend their title as they were 
eliminated in the 2019–20 UEFA Champions League round of 
16.               
 FIFA fever continues as the club world cup final is up 
and everybody’s eyes are on the cup. This is the first FIFA cup 
happening after the pandemic, and following the covid-19 pre-
cautions, there will be only 30% audience watching live in the 
stadium.
 Overall the FIFA club world cup as always is one the 
best and we had some exciting matches to watch after the pan-
demic and now the final is up and people are excited, all the 
world is talking about this event and after it, people are putting 
their eyes on FIFA world cup 2022. Out of eight matches, until 
now six matches have been played and yet two matches are re-

maining out of those two matches one is the Final match of the 
FIFA club world cup and the second match is for the third place 
of the tournament.
 On February 1, the match between Al-Duhail and 
Auckland city ended with 3-0, where Al-Duhail qualified for 
the second round.
On February 4, the second round between Al_Duhail and Al-Ah-
ly was played where the latter one qualified for the semis with 
a 0-1 match result.
 In the second match, UANL got the victory against Ul-
san and qualified for semis with the match results as 2-1.
The first semifinal happened on 7 February in which UANL 
qualified for the big final by 1-0 and Gignac scored the only 

goal at the penalty at 
54” and now UANL is 
setting their eyes on 
the Cup.
 The second semi-
final happened be-
tween Bayern Mu-
nich and Al-Ahly and 
Bayern Munich qual-
ified for the final with 
2-0, Lewandowski 
scored the only two 
tremendous goals at 
17’’ and 86’’.
 All eyes are on the 
final, as we will have 
a great match be-
tween Bayern Mu-

nich and UANL. Andre Pierre Gignac leads the rank board with 
three goals in the club world cup 2021 and Robert Le-
wandowski with 2 goals secures the 
second posi- tion.  
The all-time favo u r i t e 
B a y e r n M u n i c h 
is the o v e r -
p o we r - ing fa-
voured to cap 
a super f i n a l 
year as t h e y 
head to Q a -
tar for t h e , 
not on t i m e 
FIFA Club Wo r l d 
Cup, Now they are 
hoping to be- come the 
eighth consecu- tive Europe-
an winner of the Club World Cup, a 
run that started when Bay- ern themselves lifted the 
trophy in Morocco in 2013. 

FIFA CLUB WORLD CUP

THE CLUB WORLD CUP TOURNAMENT PLANNED FOR 2020 
AND POSTPONED TO EARLY 2021
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In this book, “The Value of Everything: 
Making and Taking in the Global Econo-
my” author provides an amicable under-

standing of the prevalent capitalism, which 
is more concerned with the value extraction 
rather than value creation. Building on the re-
nowned theorists, such as Schumpter, Marx, 
and Keyenes, author also argues on the role of 
government as the facilitator and regulator of 
larger economies rather than the just a fixer. 
She deep dives into the definition of value and 
its conception; and how scarcity and prefer-
ences has become the major determinants of 
the price, which in turn determines the value. 
She also pointed out the coercion and abuse of 
value by the capitalists in various sectors. The 
discourse of the book pivots around the satis-
faction of the capitalists on value extraction in-
stead of value creation.
Mazzucato focuses three areas in this book, 
namely, finance, innovation and public sector 
or the government, and correlate their role 
with the ‘value’. The role of financial sector is 
transforming from mobilizing resources to 
profit making, and financial actors are making 
money by capturing value from other sectors 
through several ways, such as interest differ-
entials and expensive transaction costs, rather 
than by creating value. Similarly, in innovation 
sector, she argues that novelty is branded as cu-
mulativeness and uncertain. While, the role of 
government is questionable because of its un-
productivity whereas it can play a critical role 
through establishing certain perimeters and 
avoiding structural biasness and power dynam-
ics within institutions.
In The Value of Everything, Mazzucato ded-

icates quite a bit of time to the phenomena of financialization. She 
writes that “asset management has grown into one of capitalisms de-
fining characteristics”. The United States has entered a period of capi-
talism where financialization thrives despite its questionable produc-
tivity; it is socially useless but does, as noted by Mazzucato, increase 
capacity for value extraction. Mazzucato is concerned with the reality 
of today’s capitalism in which value extraction is more highly valued 
than value creation. She asserts that “on the basis of contemporary eco-
nomic consumption, we can no longer reliably say who creates value 
and who extracts it and therefore how the proceeds of production – 
income – should be distributed” which supports her push for a new 
theory of value. The importance of labelling and the need for a new 
intersubjective understanding of value permeates the book.
A defining and unique aspect of this work is the interrogation of the 
role of government. No economic theory addresses government in the 
way and to the extent Mazzucato does in this work. She crafts a narra-
tive of government as a co-creator and co-shaper of markets – as more 
than just a fixer. One way she supports this is through an analysis of 
the important role the public sector plays in value creation. While this 
portion of the book is strong, her argument seems to weaken as read-
ers near the end. She writes that we need to find ways to assess value 
created by the public sector. However, it is not clear how this is to be 
done. Normative shifts in the labeling of value are an important step, 
but there must also be material calculations. How do we move towards 
adopting a new value theory nationally? Globally?
In The Value of Everything, Mazzucato alluded to or directly reflects on 
the connection between economic and social structures. While, as Da-
vid Graeber has said, “there is a growing feeling, among those who have 
the responsibility of managing large economies, that the discipline of 

economics is no longer fit for purpose,” this work is proof that hetero-
dox theories have relevant and important things to say. Traditional 
Keynesian economic theory assumes a certain level of sophistication of 
governments, it seems to me that one could use Mazzucato’s push for a 
rethinking of government’s role in relation to value creation to enhance 
that position. I appreciate the constructivist underpinnings in many of 
the discussions presented in the book, and, while no one economic, so-
cial, or political theory gets it all right and readers are left grasping for 
possible solutions, I think there is merit in the more complex interro-
gations of “given” concepts that Mazzucato engages in.
This book is highly recommended for students and scholars interested 
in the theoretical and eclectic understanding of value, global economy 
and role of government in making or extracting value.

Author: Mariana Mazzucato
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