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74th UNGA Session & 
Muslims’ Plight in India

A
n important session of the United Nations’ General 
Assembly (UNGA) is going to be held this month. 
The session is being held at a time when entire world 
feeling the pressing heat of trade and tariff rifts along 
with predictions of looming economic recession next 
year. Tariff rows between the world major economies 
are hurting badly the global economic cantours.

Furthermore, on political fronts, the politically bipo-
lar world is also experiencing the little bit temperature 

of recently slashed missile treaty between the US and Russia. Therefore, along 
with other regional and global  issues,  Kashmir, Syria, Iraq, Iran and Middle 
East Peace process are likely to dominate the debates at the UNGA session.

Indian fanatic government has pushed the South Asia at the brink of 
nuclear confrontation by converting Kashmir into a nuclear flashpoint. Hindu 
fanaticism is at the peak at present; therefore, Muslims are forced to lead 
miserable lives under the worst form of human rights violations as they are 
denied fundamental human rights in various Indian states.

Rape cases of Muslim women by RSS activists and Indian soldiers in 
Kashmir, Assam and other states are taking place frequently. More horrifying 
aspect of the scenario is that the dead bodies of rape victims are found while 
hanging with trees as the Hindu fanatics murder the women after raping 
them.

Thus fascist Modi government is writing a gruesome chapter of tyranny 
and oppression in occupied Kashmir. Occupied Kashmir is completely cut off 
from the rest of the world as twenty six days have passed since the curfew was 
imposed there. The Kashmiri people are faced with severe shortages of food 
items and medicines. Seriously sick and elderly people are also deprived of 
health facilities.

Prime Minister Imran Khan is likely to raise these issues at UNGA session 
with full force in a bid to jolt world conscience because at present entire world 
is observing criminal silence over the Muslims and minorities plight in India.

The outgoing month witnessed a mega event; the First Caspian Economic 
Forum’ in Turkmenistan where, heads of Caspian Littoral States concluded 
agreements on the cooperation in trade, economy and transport sector 
contribute to the further strengthening and development of cooperation in the 
economic sphere.

The platform of the Caspian Economic Forum can be an important form of 
cooperation aimed at ensuring the economic growth in the region and beyond, 
said the ministry. The need of increasing the potential in the field of trade and 
investment policy and simplifying the trade procedures was emphasized.

The Caspian countries and all interested parties, including the private sector, 
associations and scientific communities, may have an active dialogue on best 
practices and measures related to the implementation of goals to ensure the 
development of economic contacts.

Worthy Readers! September edition of Melange, International Magazine, is 
in your hands to quench your reading thirst. This carries a number of articles, 
special reports and others about current global economic and political fronts 
compiled by our highly professional team members spreading across the globe.

Printed at Roohani Art Press, Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Express Way, Islamabad
Published by Amna Malik, 58,Shahra -e- Suharwardy,  G-6/4, Islamabad
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F
ather of the Nation Quaid-e-Azam 
rightly said, “Kashmir is the jugu-
lar vein of Pakistan and no nation 
can allow its jugular vein to be 
held by the enemy”. 

This realization has further 
strengthened among the Pakistani 

masses, civil and military leadership in recent days. 

Factually, Indian fascist Modi government infused 
a new spirit in Kashmir issue which has been 
almost pushed in the backyard by the international 
community.

Indian government while following the fanatic 
ideology of vicious expansionism, slashed special 
status of Kashmir from Indian constitution through 
an ordinance on August 05 and enforced worst ever 

Author is the President, 
Center of Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR) 

and Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange 
int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The Asian 

Telegraph’

Amna Malik

Self-determination-Sole solution to

Kashmir issue
Indian occupying 

forces are also 
committing 

ethnic cleansing 
of Kashmiris 

because several 
thousands of 

Kashmiris have 
been pushed 

behind the bars 
and many killed 
under custody
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curfew and lockdown in Kashmir to avoid 
mass agitation. This continuous lockdown 
led to worst humanitarian crisis as besieged 
people in their houses are forced to die of 
starvation and hunger.

Moreover, in the backdrop of media ban, 
Indian occupying forces are also committing 
ethnic cleansing of Kashmiris because several 
thousands of have been pushed behind the 
bars and killed under custody of Indian occu-
pying forces. But Kashmiris are determined to 

win their freedom struggle from the clutches 
of Indian forces and this determination is 
writing new history of patience and tolerance 
against the cruel occupation and suppression.

It is positive development out heinous 
Indian designs that entire world as well as 
whole Pakistani along with Indian minori-
ties are standing behind the Kashmiris’ just 

cause of right of self determination and this 
support is being demonstrated by Pakistanis, 
Kashmiris, Indian Sikhs and other minori-
ties in the form of pro Kashmiris and anti 
India mass protest demonstrations at major 
capitals of the world; New York, London, 
Brussels and others.  

As per latest development, the United Na-
tions (UN) has also said Kashmir conundrum 
would be addressed in line with the UN 
Charter and UN Security Council (UNSC) 
resolutions in a peaceful manner. Negating 
Indian claims, the UN official website said 
in a statement with reference to the UNSC 
meeting on Kashmir that Kashmir issue 
would be resolved as per UN charter and 
UNSC resolutions.

The statement said Kashmir was not an 
internal matter of India but a matter of world 
peace and security which had come under 
debate within the UN ambit after 1965. The 
website cited the UN Secretary General’s 
statement wherein he expressed grave con-
cern over the situation in Occupied Kashmir. 
He had also invited reference to Simla accord 
reached between Pakistan and India. The UN 
observers are present in the disputed territory 
since long who report LoC violations.

After reviewing legal, political and diplo-
matic aspects of the Kashmir issue, Pakistan 
has decided to move the International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) on Kashmir after Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi revoked and 
amended the Indian constitution to deprive 
the Indian Held Kashmir (IHK) of its special 
status.  Ministry of Law will soon release 
details of Pakistan’s strategy to move the ICJ.

Prime Minister Imran Khan, Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi and his 
team members are making strenuous efforts 
to highlight Kashmir issue at international 
fronts by making phone calls to world leaders 
and their counterparts of different countries 
on daily basis. These telephonic interactions 

are producing positive results in mustering of 
support of those countries on Kashmir issue 
for Pakistan. Saudi Arabian and Emirati 
foreign ministers as well as Chinese military 
General and other dignitaries have said yes to 
Pakistani call and expressed their full support 
for Pakistan on Kashmir issue.

In a bid to highlight Kashmir issue on 
international front as well as to sensitize the 
world about the sensitive nature of the issue 
for Pakistani nation, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Chief of Army Staff General Qamar 
Jawed Bajwa visited Line of Control (LoC) 
and interacted with troops and met families 
of martyrs. This visit was massively covered 
by the international media and this coverage 
sensitized the world about the issue.

Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
has expressed strong resolve for standing 
behind the Kashmiris saying, we are prepared 
and ready to fight till last bullet, last breath 
and last soldier for Kashmir. Commenting 
on the prevailing situation in the occupied 
Kashmir, General Bajwa said India is car-
rying out worst rights violations in the held 
valley. The World should take notice of the 
matter with immediate effect. The Kashmir 
conflict should be resolved in accordance with 
UN Resolutions.  He said Pakistan will not 
let Kashmiris alone in their struggle to just 
right to self-determination. The COAS said 
Pakistan desires for peace in Afghanistan and 
playing important role in the Afghan peace 
process.  

Similarly, Prime Minister Imran Khan is 
also determined to fight for the Kashmir, 
saying that Pakistan’s armed forces are fully 
capable and prepared to thwart any Indian 
misadventure or aggression.  While our cur-
rent efforts are to expose fascist Indian regime 
to the world, our armed forces remain fully 
capable and prepared to thwart any Indian 
misadventure or aggression, the prime min-
ister said talking to the families of the martyrs 
and injured during his visit to the Line of 
Control on Defence and Martyrs Day, also 
declared as day of solidarity with Kashmiris.
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Lockdown in Indian Occupied Kashmir 
(IOK) is one of the worst instances of human 
rights violations, Prime Minister Imran Khan 
said as he met families of martyrs and those 
injured in ceasefire violations (CFVs) across 
the Line of Control (LoC).  Curfew and strict 
communication blockade continues in IOK 
since August 5, when New Delhi repealed 
Article 370 of the Indian constitution, strip-
ping occupied Kashmir of its special status.

Ceasefire violations by Indian forces from 
across the LoC have also increased and have 
resulted in both civilian and military casual-
ties.  India’s deliberate targeting of unarmed 
civilians in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
and continued siege of innocent Kashmiris in 
IOK are worst examples of the human rights 
violations, he said, according to ISPR, the 
military’s media wing.

In this connection, valour statements by 
the Director General Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) Major General Asif Ghafoor 
have also played key role in highlighting 
Kashmir issue as well as atrocities committed 
by the Indian occupying forces on innocent 
Kashmiris. In one of his interaction with local 
and international media persons about India’s 
illegal annexation of Occupied Kashmir and 

other regional matters, the military’s spokes-
man condemned the Indian move is aimed 
at destabilizing the region and harming the 
security situation in South Asia.

They Modi government is following Hilter’s 
ideology and wanted Pakistan’s military to 
engage on the eastern border after a long 
engagement on its western border. I want to 
remind India that wars do not only require a 
strong economy but brevity and courage, said 

Asif Ghafoor. Pakistan will go to any lengths 
for Kashmir, adding that the country hasn’t 
backed down from the issue in 72 years. 
Pakistan will fight for Kashmir until the last 
soldier and last breath.

The DG ISPR said that the issue of occupied 
Kashmir is an internationally recognised 
matter, and Pakistan wants to tell Kashmiris 
that Pakistanis are with them. Pakistan cannot 
think of any deal on the issue of Kashmir. 
Referring to US President Donald Trump’s 
earlier statement on the matter about US 
mediation, There is a need to trust national 
leadership, as whatever Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and the US president discussed came 
before the world. Indian acts in the valley 
highlight its intention for a new war.

On bilateral ties with India, the DG ISPR 
said that two nuclear powers do not have 
space for a nuclear war, and due to this 
knowledge, India indirectly tried to cause 
damage to Pakistan. He warned that if a 
false-flag operation or violation of the Line 
of Control happens then Pakistan Army is 
prepared to give a befitting reply. 

India should remember its act of February 
27, and if it repeats the move then Squadron 
Leader Hasan and Wing Commander Noman 
are ready, he said, the issue of Indian spy 

Fascist leadership
Now Indian fascist leadership in a bid to divert 
public attention from its failures has put Indian 
sovereignty on the stake by slashing Kashmir’s 
special status. This act has further fueled 
anti India sentiments among the freedom 
fighters over 170 movements in different 
states. Starvation, unnatural deaths, utter 
backwardness, drudgery, disease, and misery, 
poverty, unemployment, cruelness of higher 
castes towards lower castes segments provide 
freedom fighters freedom movements.

More than 28,000 children less than six years 
of age have died in just one province, Madhya 

Pradesh, over the past year. Because these deaths were due to diseases resulting from malnourish-
ment, the government attributed every single death to disease rather than malnourishment.

This is why, in Nagaland, Nagas believe that they are their own nation. They are way too much 
ethnic nationalists. The freedom movement started right after India’s independence and still freedom 
fighters continue to press for certain other demands.

In Indian Punjab, the Khalistan freedom also taking momentum due to Kashmir situation as Sikh 
diaspora in the West is actively condemning Modi government’s act. Khalistani freedom lovers still 
secretly operate from Canada, UK and Australia but have a very influence.

In Assam, the freedom separatist movement began in 1979 when the Assamese people felt betrayed 
by the Indian government. Indian forces conducted brutal operations against freedom fighters, killing 
millions of innocent civilians, mainly Muslims which resulted in anti India sentiments at mass level.

United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA) demands a separate nation for the Assamese. ULFA and 
Indian Army clash with each other more or less on a regular basis, just like in Kashmir albeit little less. 
Another organization of freedom lovers in Assam called MULTA (Muslim United Liberation Tigers of 
Assam) which demands a separate country for Muslims of Assam.

Apart from these, there are a few other small freedom fighters groups as well, which target Indian 
army and security forces on regular basis. Now this movement has again started gaining momentum 
in the backlash of India atrocities on innocent Kashmiris.

In Manipur, the freedom movement began in 1964 when the people of Manipur believed that 
the kingdom of Manipur was forcefully annexed by India. The freedom fighters have again started 
operations against Indian occupying forces.
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Kulbhushan Jadhav is a primary example 
of indirect attacks from across the border. 
India has increased human rights violations 
in occupied Kashmir, and Pakistan is trying 
to steer global attention towards the matter. 

The DG ISPR said that 220 million Indian 
Muslims and other minorities are facing vio-
lence based on an extremist ideology, adding 
that Indian PM Narendra Modi’s fascist 
ideology is a threat to the regional peace. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan had sincerely 
offered negotiation to India, he said, adding 
that Pakistan is a responsible state. 

The army’s spokesman said that Pakistan 
has its own strategic importance in the 
region of South Asia, adding that the inter-
national players have their vested interests in 
the region too. Pakistan has played its part 
well in regional issues and fought valiantly 

against terrorism. Due to the war on terror, 
Pakistan has faced innumerable loss of lives 
and damage to its economy. He said that Pa-
kistan always strived for a peaceful resolution 
for Kashmir issue, and the solution lies in the 
resolutions of the United Nations.

In result of these efforts, international 
human rights organizations have started rais-
ing voice in favour of Kashmiris. The United 

States has expressed concern over the grim 
situation in Indian Occupied Kashmir follow-
ing India’s 5th August move of abrogating the 
special status of Kashmir.

Talking to media in Washington, US State 
Department Spokesperson, Morgan Ortagus 
said we continue to be very concerned by 
widespread detentions and the restrictions 
on the residents of the region. She said we 
are also concerned about reports that internet 
and mobile phone access continues to be 
blocked in certain regions. She urged Indian 
government to respect human rights and 
restore access to services such as the internet 
and mobile networks.

The Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) has also expressed concerns over the 
present situation in Indian occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir after India’s abrogation of 
Article 370 that revoked the region’s special 
status. The General Secretariat reaffirms the 
United Nations Security Council Resolutions 
on the internationally recognized status of 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute and its final 
disposition through a UN supervised plebi-
scite, OIC states.

It further reaffirmed its support with the 
people of the battered and disputed region 
while also calling for the communications 
blackout to be restored and the curfew to be 
lifted. Furthermore, it recognized the need for 
the issue to settle as per the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions while also stress-
ing on a need for dialogue between India and 
Pakistan for peace to sustain in the region. 

It is pertinent to note here that China has 
already rendered staunch support to Pakistan 
on Kashmir issue and called for a peaceful 
resolution of the issue as UN Charter, relevant 
United Nations Security Council resolutions. 

Even Chinese Foreign Minister in the wake 
of grave human rights violations by India in 
occupied Kashmir has cancelled his visit to 
India. Therefore, mow it is best time for India 
to read the writing of the wall and to avert 
more humiliation on diplomatic front and 
realize that sole solution of Kashmir issues 
lies in the grant of right of self determination 
to Kashmiris.

Factually, so-called biggest democracy 
failed to give basic rights to its own citizens. 
So as per 2017 record there were some 135 
active Separatist or Freedom Movements in 
different parts of India.
In Arunachal Pradesh:
The Arunachal Dragon Force (ADF)
Also known as the East Indian Libertarian 
Front (ILF)
2) United Liberation Front Of Asam (ULFA)
3) National Democratic Front Of Bodoland
4) United People Democratic Solidarity
5) Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO)
6) Bodo Liberation Tigers (BLT)
7) Dims Hakim Daogah (DHD)
8) Karbi National Volunteers (KNV)
9) Rabha National Security (RNSF)
10) Koch - Rajbongshi Liberation Organization
11) Hmar People’s Convention Democracy
12) Karbi People’s Front (KPF)
13) Tiwa National Revolutionary Force
14) Bircha Commando Force (BCF)
15) Bengali Tiger Force (BTF)
16) Adivasi Security Forces (ASF)
17) All Assam Adivasi Suraksha Samitl
18) Gorkha Tiger Force
19) Barak Valley Youth Liberation Front
20) Muslim United Liberation Tigers Of Assam
21) The United Liberation Front Of Barak Valley
22) Muslim United Liberation Front Of Assam
23) Muslim Security Council Of Assam
24) United Liberation Militia Of Assam
25) Islamic Liberation Army Of Assam
26) Muslim Volunteer Force (MVF)
27) Muslim Liberation Army (MLA)
28) Muslim Security Forces (MSF)
29) Islamic Sevak Security (ISS)
30) Islamic United Reformation Protest of India
31) United Muslim Liberation Front Of Assam 
32) Revolutionary Muslim Commandos
33) Muslim Tiger Force (MTF)
34) People’s United Liberation Front (PULF)
35) Adam Senate (AS)
36) Harkat ul Mujahideen
37) Harkat ul Jehad.
In Mizoram:
1)The Bru National Liberation Front (BNLF)
2) Hmar People Convention Democracy
In Nagaland:
1) National Socialist Council Of Nagaland
Founder : Isak Chisi Swu
2) The National Socialist Council Of 
Nagaland
Founder : Mr Khole Konyak
3) Naga National Council(Adino)
In Meghalaya :
Hynniew National Liberation Council (HNLC)
2) Achik National Volunteer Council (ANVC)
3) People’s Liberations Front Of Meghalaya
4) Hajong United Liberation Army (HULA)
In Tripura:
1) National Liberation Front Of Tripura.
2) All Tripura Tiger Force (ATTF)
3) The Tripura Liberation Organisation Front
4) United Bengali Liberation Front (UBLF)
5) Tripura Tribal Volunteer Force (TTVF)
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O
n August 12,  2019,  a 
grand event took place 
in the National Tourist 
Zone “Avaza” – the First 
Caspian Economic Forum. 
Several thousand guests 
from around the world 

arrived to participate to the Forum, including 
the high-level guests of the Caspian littoral and 
other states, representatives of international 
organizations, scientists, heads of leading 
world companies and international press. The 
agenda of the Forum included broad range 
of current issues related to the activation of 
fruitful cooperation of the coastal countries 
and all interested foreign partners.

It is symbolically that the day of the current 
forum fell on the Day of Caspian Sea, which 
is traditionally observed on August 12. Prime 
Ministers of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Novruz Mamedov, First Vice-president of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Eshaq Jahangiri, 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan 
Askar Mamin, Prime Minister of the Russian 
Federation Dmitry Medvedev as well as 
Prime Minister of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

Abdulla Aripov and Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Bulgaria Boyko Borisov were among 
the participants of the forum. President of the 
Republic of Tatarstan, Russian Federation 
Rustam Minnikhanov has also taken part in 
the session of the forum as an honoured guest.

The forum united the delegations from 
different countries of the world, heads and 
representatives of competent international 
organizations including the United Nations 
and its leading structures, the Commonwealth 
of Independent States, Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization, Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization, International Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Associations, International Road 
Transport Union and other as well as many 
big financial and banking structures. Heads of 
diplomatic missions accredited in Turkmeni-
stan were among the participants.

Members of the Government, heads and 
representatives of ministries and profile 
departments and other relative structures 
participate in the work of the forum from 
Turkmen side. Before proceeding to Congress 
Center, President of Turkmenistan Gurban-
guly Berdimuhamedov warmly welcomed the 

The forum united 
the delegations from 

different countries 
of the world, heads 
and representatives 

of competent 
international 

organizations

Author is an Executive Editor 
of Mélange int’l Magazine and 
Secretary Information Center 
of Pakistan and International 

Relations (COPAIR)

Erum Akbar

Ist CASPIAN ECONOMIC FORUM

A Triumph of Multilateral 
Cooperation
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Prime Ministers of the Russian Federation 
Dmitry Medvedev.

Having expressed the gratitude to the Presi-
dent of Turkmenistan for cordial welcome, 
high-rank guest stated with delight the entry 
of international relations to new level, having 
confirmed invariable commitment of Russia 
to further development of bilateral coopera-
tion. Having noted that new AURUS vehicle 
of Russian make has been presented at the 
International Türkmen sährasy 2019 Motor 
Review under the First Caspian Economic 
Forum, the Head of the Government of 
RF told to Turkmen leader about its main 
features.

Having familiarized with special features of 
the vehicle, President Gurbanguly Berdimu-
hamedov noted that it is necessary to have 
a talk on procurement of these vehicles 
for Turkmenistan. After, the President of 

Turkmenistan and Prime Minister of the 
Russian Federation went to the building 
of the Congress Centre where President 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov warmly 
welcomed high-rank guests who came to 
the First Caspian Economic Forum. After 
traditional photographing at the background 
of official banner of the forum, the head of 
Turkmen State and high-rank guests went to 
the Conference hall and took their honoured 
places. Greeting the participants, Head of the 
State Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov  

In his welcoming speech Turkmen leader 
expressed the gratitude to all, including 
Prime Ministers of Caspian and other states, 
representatives from dozens of countries 
representing the most various spheres of 
activity politicians, diplomats, businessmen, 
ecologists, scientists and journalists for ac-
cepting the invitation to take part in the work 

of the First Caspian Economic Forum.
The Head of Turkmen State said that 

Caspian Sea is a unique natural complex 
with its own ecosystem, which requires sci-
entific studies in natural protection sphere. 
Proposing the idea of Caspian Economic 
Forum, Turkmenistan took into account all 
these factors, creation of conditions for joint 
work by establishment of wide, permanent 
platform of cooperation with participation 
of the states, international organizations, 
business structures and scientific centres. 
The President of Turkmenistan noted that 
various aspects of Caspian agenda would be 
discussed during coming work. The name 
of the forum itself, an economic one, under-
stands special emphasis on economic, trade, 
investment, innovations and technologies 
subject.

Head of the State highlighted, that today we 

have to focus on solution of current practical 
objectives of common Caspian development, 
the having outlined the attaching of powerful 
creative impulses to cooperation in energy 
sphere among the most important objec-
tives. Big reserves of hydrocarbon materials 
in Caspian offshore and coastal territories 
are able to give strong energy impulse for 
dynamic and qualitative growth of national 
economies of coastal as well as neighbouring 
states, to provide the conditions for opening 
of new production facilities, construction of 
industrial objects. The energy of Caspian Sea 
has to become the base for dynamic develop-
ment of the economy of the region.

The President continued that Caspian Sea 
is located on the intersection of continental 
routes. Territory of Caspian states, which are 
located close to each other, have direct access 
to South Asia and Asian Pacific in the east, 

Black and Mediterranean Sea in the west, to 
Middle and Near East via Iran in the south, 
to Baltic Sea across Russia and further to the 
north. Such configuration opens perspectives 
for creation of stable routes in all main geo-
graphic azimuths. However, for their proper 
operation, Caspian states have to establish 
good system of transport communication 
between themselves, to build modern port in-
frastructure and provide an efficient logistics.

In this context, arrangement of efficient 
trade relations of Caspian region with ex-
ternal markets receives special importance. 
The President highlighted his confidence 
that we have something to offer to the world. 
These relations have to be stable, free from 
politicization and unfair competition, to 
work on clear and transparent principles. 
In this case, it is necessary to work more 
actively with the UN Economic Commission 
for Europe, the UN Economic and Social 
Committee for Asia and Pacific, the World 
Trade Organization and other specialized 
international structures, to perform on their 
fields from common and agreed positions. It 
is also appropriate to study positive practice 
of work of number of regional international 
organizations like Economic Cooperation 
Organization, Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation, and Commonwealth of Independent 
States.

President of Turkmenistan noted that Rely 
on science and intellect is a decisive condi-
tion of success of economic development of 
Caspian Sea, its integration into the world 
economy as competitive and perspective 
member. Rapid technological breakthrough, 
which is observed today, changes usual 
image of geo-economics, quality and level 
of management solutions, content of global 
economic processes. To merge into these 
trends and, moreover, to influence them in 
our region are the objective, which has to be 
thought as one of the priorities of Caspian 
development.

Turkmen leader highlighted that it is neces-
sary to pay the utmost attention to creation 
of systematic and technological components, 
having allocated necessary resources and 
mobilized intellectual and organizational po-
tential. We have to fill our cooperation with 
innovative thoughts that these are the one, 
which would outline the vectors of future 
development of the region, its economy and 
social sphere.

As the President of Turkmenistan men-
tioned that, as the first step it would be 
appropriate to form up real base ground for 
technological and innovative start, having 
proposed to establish an international inno-
vative and technological centre, which could 
be referred as to Caspian Innovative City.

President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov 
highlighted that all our activity in Caspian 
Sea has to be based on scientific studies and 
followed by technological developments. 
He also spoke for the necessity of founda-
tion of Digital Economy cluster under 
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Caspian Innovative City. This is important as 
a ground work for the future, which provides 
digitization of activity of the main spheres of 
economy of Caspian states.

Special role is given to science and to pro-
tection of ecological balance of Caspian Sea, 
to unique bio diversity of sea. In this regards, 
the Head of the State noted that we stand for 
establishment of new Caspian ecological pro-
gramme as a complex of natural protection 
measures aimed at protection and rational 
use of rich natural resources of Caspian Sea. 
At the same time, this Programme could 
be able to monitor ecological situation in 
Caspian Sea and to make special recommen-
dations to the Governments of coastal states.

President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov 
noted that speaking of the future of Caspian 
Sea, Turkmenistan sees it in the context of 
the future of entire planet and coordinates its 
work with the activity of the United Nations 
for fulfillment of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals. We see Caspian Sea, both in 
geographic as well as social and economic 
aspect, as one of the directions of the UN 
Strategy until 2030. Stability of the economy, 
energy security, ecological balances are the 
foundations of common Caspian home, the 
head of the State highlighted.

In his speech, Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan Novruz Mamedov 
expressed deep gratitude to Turkmen leader 
for hospitality and high level of organization 
of the First Caspian Economic Forum. It was 
highlighted that Azerbaijan welcomes the 
initiative of the President of Turkmenistan 
on the CEF, which would be new format of 
activation of cooperation between coastal 
states.

After signing of the Convention on Legal 
Status of Caspian Sea, the issue of economic 
development of Caspian region received spe-
cial currency. Azerbaijan thinks that Caspian 
Economic Forum will give additional impulse 
to cooperation in trade, spheres of transport, 
industry, energy, investments, tourism and 
other fields, - high-rank guest noted.

The Prime Minister of the republic of 
Azerbaijan defined the creation and develop-
ment of international and regional transport 
corridors as one of the main factors, which 
play an important role in improvement of 
efficiency of the economy of the region.

After, the floor was given to First Vice-pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic of Iran Eshaq 
Jahangiri. It was highlighted that August 
12 is the Day of Caspian Sea, a remarkable 
date for all Caspian states. Signing of the 
Convention on Legal Status of Caspian Sea 
on that day in 2018 has become an important 
historical milestone in multilateral relations, 
strengthening of the partnership between 
coastal states.

The adoption of the Convention made good 
perspectives and opportunities for coopera-
tion in all spheres, which are necessary to use, 
Eshaq Jahangiri said. In this regard the fact 
that implementation of different programs 

and projects would support the realization 
of economic, trade and production potential 
of the countries has been noted.

Prime Minister of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan Askar Mamin who spoke after, 
expressed the gratitude to Turkmen leader 
for the hospitality and highlighted that sig-
nificant and not yet implemented potential of 
Caspian region gives broad opportunities for 
activation of efficient cooperation in perspec-
tive directions. For this purpose, high-rank 
guest made a proposal on taking of number 
of joint measures in trade and economic and 
investment spheres, transport section, energy 
and ecological areas.

Speaking of the first direction, Askar 
Mamin noted that economic development is 
closely related to the expansion of investment 
potential. In this case, the states of the region 
would be able to become a point of attraction 
of foreign investments.

At the same time, joint work of five coastal 
states is required for qualitative provision of 
transport services, attraction of direct foreign 
investments, mechanisms of government and 
private partnership and implementation of 
new technologies. In this regard, it is sug-
gested to take necessary measures, which 
would support the development of Caspian 
international corridors and transformation 
of the region into big transport and logistics 
centre.

After, the floor was given to Prime Minister 
of the Russian Federation Dmitry Medvedev. 
The Head the Government of the Govern-
ment of the RF highlighted that the Forum 
has special objective to supplement multi-
level system of cooperation under Caspian 
Five with efficient and timely mechanism of 
business, trade and economic partnership, to 
strengthen important political solutions with 
specific beneficial projects including with 
participation of the third countries. This is a 
reason why guests and heads of the Govern-
ments representing other states participate in 
the forum as Caspian region has to be fully 
open for economic cooperation. Balanced 
internationally recognized legal base has 
already been formed for its development.

Optimal transport infrastructure, high 
technology and safe production facilities, 
stimulating measures for investors, unique 
tourist production, this is the way Caspian 
region of XXI century has to look like. In this 
context, Prime Minister of Russian Federa-
tion confirmed the willingness of Russia to 
joint work in these directions.

Speaking of transport infrastructure, 
Caspian region is indeed an intersection of 
the world communications. Reliable and 
profitable transcontinental routes are very 
important for international trade, formation 
of big regional markets, high-rank guest 
highlighted. Many things have been done for 
the last few years for development of trans-
port and logistics potential of the region. The 
work on the project of five-side Agreement 
on Cooperation in the sphere of maritime 

Avaza National Tourist Zone

In June 2009, the opening ceremony 
of the first facilities of the Avaza 
National Tourist Zone took place on 
the Caspian coast.  Year after year, 
all new facilities supplement the 
infrastructure of a modern interna-
tional-class seaside resort. It offers 
high-quality hotels, children’s health 
resorts, cottage villages, and health 
and recreation centers. Special at-
tention was paid to the creation of a 
full-scale recreation and entertain-
ment complex the construction of a 
water park, yacht and sports clubs, 
restaurants, campgrounds, all sorts 
of attractions, shopping centers.

Today, navigable river runs 7 kilome-
ters through the whole territory of the 
resort. On both sides of the hydraulic 
structure landscaped recreation area 
will be extended, sports and canoe-
ing, sailing regattas will take place 
there. The boundaries of the tourist 
zone have been expanded; its area 
has increased to five thousand acres. 
In the third phase of the project there 
will be a kind of Turkmen Las Vegas 
with numerous casinos and other 
entertainment centers. 

The new seaport is also included in 
the Guinness Book of Records as the 
largest port below sea level. The col-
lection of world records noted in the 
same category the largest artificial 
island below sea level - an artificial 
bird island constructed during the 
construction of the port in order to 
protect the avifauna. 
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transport is carried out. Its purpose is to 
create unified and competitive conditions of 
transit across Caspian Sea, Dmitry Medvedev 
said, having noted Russia pays specia atten-
tion to this subject.

Having stopped at the second direction of 
cooperation the development of resource 
sectors, which have to become new points 
of growth in Caspian region, Russian Prime 
Minister stated the presence of wide op-
portunities of Caspian states for this, which 
is indicated by the Exhibition of innovative 
technologies held under the forum. Con-
tinuing his speech, Medvedev has focused 
on such important component of cooperation 
as ecology. The Prime Minister of the RF 
informed that Russia takes active measures 
for protection of biological resources Caspian 
Sea.

Having highlighted tourism sphere, 
which turns into one of the most important 
branches of global economy high-ranking 
guest highlighted that beautiful nature, 
richest history and culture, all of these allow 
Caspian region to take a deserving place 
among the most popular tourist directions. 
In the end of his speech, having highlighted 
consolidating factor of Caspian Sea for 
Europe and Asia, five Caspian states, their 
partners and people who live on its coasts, 
high-ranking guest invited everybody to 
Astrakhan where it is planned to hold the 
second Caspian Economic Forum.

After, the President of Turkmenistan and 
high ranking guest answered the questions. 
One of the questions addressed to Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
Novruz Mammedov was about the coopera-
tion in Caspian Black Sea line and further 
measures for bringing the partnership in this 
direction to practical implementation.

Answering the question, the Head of the 

Government of neighbouring state high-
lighted its currency and importance, having 
expressed the opinion that all what was said 
has a purpose to develop such cooperation. 
In this aspect, the First Caspian Forum is 
the first step in this direction. The high-rank 
guest noted that there was an idea at one of 
his meeting with President of Turkmenistan 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov that it is 
necessary to make a bridge across Caspian 
Sea and after that everything would be good.

As it is known the Day of Caspian Sea is ob-
served on August 12 every year. This is a day 
when the Framework Convention of Protec-
tion of Marine Environment of Caspian Sea, 
which was signed in Tehran on November 4, 

2003, has entered into force. In this regard, 
the next question related to the main objec-
tives of Caspian countries in ecological sphere 
was addressed to First Vice-president of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran Eshaq Jahangiri.

Answering the question, the Head of the 
IRI delegation highlighted that ecology 
of Caspian Sea, protection of its flora and 
fauna are very important subject, which 
Caspian states have to pay great attention. 
After, President of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov answered the question 
about the differences between the policy 
of Turkmenistan on restoration of the Silk 
Road and the belt and Road Initiative project 
implemented by the Government of China, 
which are obviously based on common 
historical base.

The Head of the State noted that the Silk 
Road was a historically transcontinental 
route in all ages. Following this, we started 
to restore the Silk Road, Turkmen leader 
said, having noted that in his speech, he 
highlighted that it is necessary to modern-
ize relative infrastructure in the context of 
modern realities. Regarding the project of 
Chinese partners Belt and Road Initiative 
and policy of Turkmenistan on restoration of 
the Silk Road, these two economic strategies 
are required as they are to serve to prosperity 
and wealth of the nations of all our counties, 
the President noted.

The next question was addressed to Prime 
Minister of the Russian Federation Dmitry 
Medvedev. Historically, Caspian Sea played 
special role for Russia. Mainly, it was Caspian 
Sea where the establishment of Russian as 
a great Eurasian power has been going on. 
Today, this role is also important. In this 
regard, the issue was related to the evaluation 
of perspectives of Russian part of Caspian 
Sea.

Turkmenistan wins the ‘Biggest Lesson of Ecology’ certificate
It started from the event that became the evidence of international 
recognition of the merits of Turkmenistan in such important sphere as 
modern world development as ecology and environment protection. 
Unique event ecological lesson with participation of 3,000 people or-
ganized by the Government of Turkmenistan was held in Turkmenbashy 
on August 8. It was by right entered to the Guinness Record Book as the 
most mass event of ecological and educational direction. In this regard, 
representative of the Guinness World Records Sheida Subashi Gemici 
awarded the Certificate of the Biggest Lesson of Ecology was given by 
the Government of Turkmenistan in Turkmenbashy on August 8, 2019.

After, plenary session was continued by the speeches of its partici-
pants, which included the United Nations Deputy Secretary General, 
Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Europe Olga 
Algayerova, Chairman of the Executive Committee Executive Secretary 
of the Commonwealth of Independent States Sergey Lebedev, Secre-
tary General of Shanghai Cooperation Organization Vladimir Norov, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization Hadi Soleymanpur, 
President of International Federation of freight Forwarding Associations Babar Badat, President of the International Road Transport Union Umberto de 
Pretto, Deputy General Director of the UNESCO, Executive Secretary of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Oceanography Committee Vladimir Ryabinin as well 
as Deputy Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic Zamirbek Askarov, Acting Governor of Astrakhan Region, Russian Federation Igor Babushkin, Acting Head 
of the Kalmyk Republic, Russian Federation Batu Hasikov, Deputy Head of the State Energy Department of the People’s Republic Of China Li Fangrong.
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T
h e  G r o u p  S e v e n  ( G 7 )  i s 
committed to open and fair 
world trade and to the stability 
of the global economy. The G7 
wishes to overhaul the WTO 
[World Trade Organization] 
to improve effectiveness with 

regard to intellectual property protection, to settle 
disputes more swiftly and to eliminate unfair trade 
practices. The G7 commits to reaching in 2020 
an agreement to simplify regulatory barriers 
and modernize international taxation within 
the framework of the OECD [Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development].

G7 comprises United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, 
Canada, the United States, France and Japan; 
however, the European Union has been involved 
in G7 work since 1977. Together, the G7 countries 
represent 40% of global GDP and 10% of world’s 
population. The only rule is that the Presidency is 
held each year by one of the seven States in turn, 
which provides the necessary resources for the 
group’s work and sets out its priorities.

The G7’s strength is its foundation of shared 
values: democracy, respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, free markets, and respect 
for international law. That means the members 
can discuss all subjects, even when they disagree.

Top leaders of the United Kingdom, Germany, 
Italy, Canada, the United States, France and Japan) 
met for a three day summit in French city Biarritz 
and underlined their great unity and the positive 
spirit of the debates. The G7 Summit organized 
by France in Biarritz has successfully produced 
agreements by the Heads of State and Government 
themselves on several points summarized below.

No joint communiqué was issued however the 
host France issued a short statement at the end 
of a meeting of G7 leaders on several issues, but 
it was not a communique along the lines of those 
usually drawn up at the annual summit, reflecting 
divisions. The issues were trade, Iran, Libya, 
Ukraine and Hong Kong.

French President Emmanuel Macron said that 
the 3-day gathering of G7 leaders in southwest 
France came in under budget and was one of the 

Leaders pledge 
millions for fighting out 

Amazon wildfires
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least expensive Group of Seven 
summits ever. G7 world leaders 
are now looking ahead to what’s 
next after the summit came to a 
close in Biarritz.

US President Donald Trump 
closed this year’s G7 summit 
with a press conference that 
touched upon issues include 
trade, Iran, climate change and 
Russia. US President Donald 
Trump pressed the G7 group to 
reinstate Russia as a permanent 
member of the grouping, saying 
it would be better to have Russia 
inside the group than outside.

However, no consensus was 
reached on whether or not to 
invite Russia to the next year’s 
G7 summit in the United States. 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron said that he and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel would 
be organizing a summit in the 
coming weeks with the Russian 
and Ukrainian leaders to obtain 
results on the Ukraine crisis.

Last year, Trump’s suggestion 
was quickly shot down by 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel  and Brit ish Prime 
Minister Theresa May. Only Italy 
was somewhat sympathetic but 
had to swiftly hide behind the 
qualifying conditions for Russian 
readmission that were proposed 
by Emmanuel Macron full 
implementation of the Minsk-2 
agreements and the restoration 
of Ukrainian sovereignty in 
Donbass. 

This year, Trump has seized on president 
Macron’s meeting with Vladimir Putin ahead 
of the G7 gathering in Biarritz where the 
French president has essentially reaffirmed 
this condition to Putin directly there will be 
no readmission of Russia into the G7 as long 
as the Ukrainian crisis continues. 

Donald Trump said that he was open 
to meet Iran’s President under the right 
circumstances to end the confrontations over 
the 2015 nuclear deal and that talks were 
underway to see how countries could open 
up credit lines to keep Iran’s economy afloat. 
Trump, however, ruled out compensating for 
losses suffered by Iran and made crippling 
sanctions.

The statements came after French 
President surprised the world leaders by 
inviting Iran’s foreign minister to Biarritz 
for talks on the stand-off between US and 
Iran but Trump declined to meet with him.  
Macron also stated that Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani had told him he was open 
to a meeting with US President Donald 
Trump. Trump, during a press conference, 
said that it was realistic to envisage a meeting 
with the Iranian head of government in the 

coming weeks. Both the leaders 
will be attending the UN General 
Assembly in September 2019.

The G7 leaders had expressed 
concern during their summit 
meeting that trump’s trade 
war with China could spiral 
outward and called for a sensible 
resolution. The US was willing to 
resolve the trade dispute through 
calm negotiations and opposed 
any increase in trade tensions. 
Trump welcomed the positive 
gesture and said that he believed 
China was sincere about wanting 
to reach a deal and said he had 
great respect for the fact.

Trump also hinted that talks 
will continue on the matter. In 
a welcoming move opened the 
path for a possible trade deal 
with China following days of 
an intense trade war. Chinese 
Vice Premier Liu He, who has 
been leading the talks with the 
US, stated on August 26 that 
China However, US President 
Donald Trump The US-China 
trade war has had a damaging 
effect on the global economy and 
overall GDP. 

The G7 summit this year laid 
increasing focus on climate 
change amid a backdrop of 
the burning Amazon, a month 
after the Earth recorded its 
hottest month ever.  However, 
US President Donald Trump 
w h o  c l a i m e d  t o  b e  a n 
environmentalist in a press 
conference later notably skipped 

the climate crisis meeting of the G7. Trump 
defended his absence saying that the US 
wealth is based on energy exports and he is 
not going to lose it on dreams. 

The G7 leaders confirmed the existence 
and importance of the Sino-British Joint 
Declaration of 1984 on Hong Kong and 
called for violence to be avoided. US 
President Donald Trump vowed to work out 
a very big trade deal, bigger than ever with 
the United Kingdom after Brexit. The US 
president stated that the British would lose 
the anchor around their ankle after leaving 
the EU.

US President Donald Trump announced 
locking of a new trade agreement with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan. The deal aims 
to secure market access for several American 
agricultural goods and Japan has agreed to 
purchase large sums of corn from the US.

Moreover, the G7 has agreed to spend $20 
million (18 million euros) on the Amazon, 
mainly to send fire-fighting aircraft to tackle 
huge blazes engulfing parts of the world’s 
biggest rainforest, the presidents of France 
and Chile said Monday.

The G7 club also agreed to support a 

The G7 leaders 
had expressed 
concern during 
their summit 
meeting that 
trump’s trade war 
with China could 
spiral outward 
and called for a 
sensible resolution
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medium-term reforestation plan which will 
be unveiled at the UN in September, France’s 
Emmanuel Macron and Chile’s Sebastian 
Pinera said at a summit in southwest 
France. Brazil would have to agree to any 
reforestation plan, as would indigenous 
communities living in the Amazon.

The initiative was announced after 
G7 leaders meeting held talks on the 
environment, focusing on the record number 
of fires destroying chunks of the Amazon. 
Macron had declared the situation in the 
Amazon region an international crisis and 
made it one of the summit’s priorities.

He has threatened to block a huge new 
trade deal between the EU and Latin 
America unless Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro, a climate change sceptic, takes 
serious steps to protect the forest from 
logging and mining. We must respond to 
the call of the forest which is burning today 
in the Amazon, Macron said.

Bolsonaro has lashed out at Macron over 
his criticism and suggested that NGOs could 
be setting the fires to embarrass him without 
giving any evidence to back the claim.

But at the weekend he finally caved in 
to international pressure to save a region 
crucial for maintaining a stable global 
climate, deploying two aircraft to douse fires 
and authorising the army to help tackle the 
blazes.

Speaking in Biarritz, UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres said new planting was 
needed to preserve this universal heritage, 
which is absolutely essential for the well-
being of the world’s population. He said 
the issue would be discussed during the 
UN General Assembly in New York in 
September.

The international pledges at a G-7 
summit in France included $20 million 
from the group, as well as a separate $12 

million from Britain and $11 million from 
Canada. Ottawa has also offered to send 
firefighting planes to Brazil. Other groups 
are contributing support for a region whose 
rainforests are a major absorber of carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere. Earth Alliance, 
a new environmental foundation backed by 
Leonardo DiCaprio, is pledging $5 million 
in aid, saying the Amazon is one of the best 
defenses against climate change.

The funds are widely seen as critical 
support, but a relatively small amount for 
dealing with an environmental crisis of such 
scale threatening what French President 
Emmanuel Macron called the lungs of the 
planet. More than $1 billion, for example, 
has been paid into a fund to help the 
Amazon in the past decade. And major 
donors Germany and Norway recently cut 
donations to Brazilian forestry projects.

However, it seems that Brazil is likely to 
decline accepting financial resources pledged 
by G7 as Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
had earlier accused Macron of treating 
Brazil as if it were a colony. Onyx Lorenzoni, 
Bolsonaro’s chief of staff, suggested on 
Monday to Brazil’s Globo news website that 
perhaps these resources are more relevant to 
reforesting Europe. 

Macron cannot even avoid a predictable 
fire in a church that is part of the world’s 
heritage, and he wants to give us lessons for 
our country? Lorenzoni added, referring 
to the fire in April that devastated Paris’ 
Notre-Dame cathedral.  What does he 
intend to teach our country, he questioned. 

Bolsonaro, who initially questioned whether 
activist groups might have started the fires 
in an effort to damage the credibility of his 
government, accused the French leader of 
launching ludicrous and unnecessary attacks 
on the Amazon region.

Questioning the offer of G7 aid, Bolsonaro 
said, does anyone help anyone, if it is not 
a poor person, without something in 
return? Why do they have an eye on the 
Amazon? What have they wanted there for 
so long? Macron later rebutted Bolsonaro’s 
comments, saying the Amazon, while mostly 
Brazilian, was a world issue. We respect your 
sovereignty. It’s your country, he said. But 
we cannot allow you to destroy everything.

French President Emmanuel Macron and 
US President Donald Trump attended a joint 
press conference at the end of the G7 summit 
and said that on Brexit, well we do think that 
the EU does tend to come to an agreement 
right at the end. Clearly for us, the walking 
away as it were would come on October 31 
when we would take steps to come out on 
the terms for which we will have by then 
made absolutely colossal and extensive and 
fantastic preparations.

Iran should never under circumstances be 
allowed to get a nuclear weapon. There is 
clearly an opportunity now for Iran to come 
back into compliance with the nuclear deal... 
and to resume dialogue, as well as to cease its 
disruptive behavior in the region.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
said, on Russia, the G7 is a gathering of 
like-minded nations that have committed 

Earth Alliance, a 
new environmental 
foundation backed 
by Leonardo 
DiCaprio, is pledging 
$5 million in aid, 
saying the Amazon 
is one of the best 
defenses against 
climate change
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to moving forward in a positive way for the 
global economy and Russia’s actions both in 
Ukraine and in other ways have clearly made 
it not eligible for partnership in this group of 
like-minded countries.

Canada is offering to help by sending water 
bombers as well as a financial contribution 
of C$15 million dollars. We could pretend 
that the situation in the Amazon is just 
part of a natural cycle. But that’s not exactly 
what’s going on here.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said 
that on the issue of US-China trade talks, 
I hope there will be good results from 
US-China trade negotiations that will help 

stabilize the global economy. We will guide 
economic policy with an eye on the impact 
(the U.S.-China trade tensions) could have 
on Japan’s economy.

French President Emmanuel Macron, 
said, on Iranian issue, two things are very 
important for us: Iran must never have 
nuclear weapons, and this situation should 
never threaten regional stability. Nothing 
is set yet and things are still fragile, but 
technical discussions have started with some 
real progress.

What I have said to (Iranian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Javad) Zarif and 
what I have said by telephone to President 
Rouhani is that if he accepts a meeting with 
President Trump, I am convinced that an 
agreement can be found. What I hope is 
that in coming weeks, based on these talks, 
we can manage to make a summit between 
President Rouhani and President Trump.

The G7 wants to overhaul the World Trade 
Organization in order to more efficiently 
protect intellectual property, solve disputes 

more quickly and stop unfair practices. The 
days of naivete are over but so are the days of 
trying to solve the problem bilaterally. Joint 
work is the new way of doing things, he said.

The US President Donald Trump, on China 
issue said, I think they want to make a deal 
very badly. I think that was elevated last 
night. China has taken a very large hit in 
the last few months.  It will soon be much 
more than 3 million jobs. Their chain is 
breaking up like no one has seen before. 
Once that happens it is very hard to put it 
back together. I think they very much want 
to make a deal. The longer they wait the 
harder it will be to put it back, if it can be 

put back at all.
On Iran, he said, they have to be good 

players, if you understand what I mean. 
They can’t do what they were saying they 
were going to do, because if they do that, 
they will be met with really very violent 
force. So I think they are going to be good.

On an Iran credit line, no we are not 
paying, we don’t pay, Trump said. But they 
may need some money to get them over a 
very rough patch and if they do need money, 
and it would be secured by oil ..., so we are 
really talking about a letter of credit. It would 
be from numerous countries, numerous 
countries.

On Britain’s PM Johnson said, I really 
believe that Boris Johnson will be a great 
prime minister, we like each other and we 
had a great two and a half day. I’ve been 
waiting for him to be prime minister for 
about six years. I told him ‘what took you 
so long?

On climate change, he said, we are the 
number one energy producer in the world. 

It is tremendous wealth … I am not going 
to lose that wealth on dreams, on windmills, 
which frankly are not working that well. I 
want the cleanest water on earth, I want the 
cleanest air on earth ... I think I know more 
about the environment than most people.

On the sidelines of summit, French and 
US negotiators have reached a compromise 
agreement on France’s digital tax, a levy 
which prompted US President Donald 
Trump to threaten a separate tax on 
French wine imports, a source close to the 
negotiations said. The compromise struck 
between French Finance Minister Bruno 
Le Maire, US Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and Donald Trump’s White House 
economic adviser Larry Kudlow envisages 
that France would repay to companies 
the difference between a French tax and a 
planned mechanism being drawn up by the 
OECD.

Trump’s adviser is OK with the proposal 
and it would the mechanism at this stage, 
that’s the joint proposal. France’s 3 per cent 
levy applies to revenue from digital services 
earned by firms with more than 25 million 
euros (S$38.6 million) in French revenue 
and 750 million euros ($830 million) 
worldwide. US officials complain it unfairly 
targets US companies such as Facebook, 
Google and Amazon.

They are currently able to book profits 
in low-tax countries such as Ireland and 
Luxembourg, no matter where the revenue 
originates. Le Maire and his US counterparts 
worked on finding a deal all weekend, first at 
the French finance minister’s family house in 
the Basque countryside and later at a Sunday 
dinner in a Biarritz restaurant. 

The row has been threatening to open 
up a new front in the trade spat between 
Washington and the European Union 
as economic relations between the two 
appeared to sour. Trump had lambasted 
Macron’s foolishness for pursuing the French 
levy and threatened to tax French wines in 
retaliation. The French leader pushed hard 
in 2018 for a digital tax to cover EU member 
states, but met resistance from some other 
countries. He decided to go ahead with a 
national tax, which was signed into law in 
July and applies retroactively to Jan 1, 2019.

Meanwhile, the US President Donald 
Trump and British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson say they are talking about the 
way forward on a comprehensive trade 
agreement after Britain leaves the European 
Union. In a joint statement after their 
first meeting, on the sidelines of the G7 
summit, the two said they would create a 
working group on trade issues. Johnson has 
complained about American restrictions on 
imports of food and other items. The British 
prime minister is meeting later Sunday 
with European Council President Donald 
Tusk, whose welcome will be considerably 
less warm. The two are widely expected to 
discuss the bill for Brexit.
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T
he US tariff restrictions on 
Chinese products as well as 
on Venezuelan and Iranian 
oil are proving beneficial 
for some economies. It 
is pertinent to note here 
that in April this year, the 

Trump administration’s proposal to impose 
new tariffs on $11bn of EU products has 
threatened to escalate transatlantic tension, 
raising fears that Washington would target 
Europe after reaching a possible trade deal 
with China.

The White House said it was considering the 
sweeping levies in response to EU subsidies 

to support Airbus, the European aerospace 
and defence group, which were judged illegal 
by the World Trade Organization. The list of 
possible tariffs presented by the US cover a 
wide gamut of goods, from aero planes and 
helicopters to sensitive agricultural products 
such as cheese and wine.

The World Trade Organization finds that 
the European Union subsidies to Airbus have 
adversely impacted the United States, which 
will now put Tariffs on $11 Billion of EU 
products! Donald Trump wrote in a tweet. 
The EU has taken advantage of the US on 
trade for many years.

It will soon stop! A European Commission 

official said the $11bn figure was based on US 
internal estimates that have not been awarded 
by the WTO” and was greatly exaggerated. 
The amount of WTO authorised retaliation 
can only be determined by the WTO-
appointed arbitrator. Moreover, these are 
also pushing past rivals closer to each other 
with objectives to search alternate markets 
for catering either side’s energy or other 
requirements. 

Currently, both the old allies the US and 
European Union confronting each other 
on auto tariff sector and this is pushing EU 
towards the Russia. Now both the Russia and 
EU have started looking towards each other 
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for closer cooperation in economic and trade 
avenues and some EU countries have even 
increased bilateral trade tune with Russia in 
recent times.

This is why; two fighters from Switzerland’s 
Air Force escorted a plane belonging to 
the Rossiya Airlines special air carrier en 
route from Moscow to Marseille for several 
minutes. On board the Ilyushin-96 liner, were 
members of the Russian delegation going to 
France for talks between Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and French leader Emmanuel 
Macron, including Kremlin Spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov and Presidential Aide Yuri 

Ushakov, along with a group of journalists.
When the plane entered Switzerland’s 

airspace, two fighters approached it, one on 
each side at an altitude of 10.6 kilometers. 
The fighters took turns to flying close to the 
airliner, at certain moments hovering just 
several meters away from the liner’s wings 
and escorted it across Swiss airspace for some 
time to the border with France, where they 
turned away.

Russian and French Presidents, Vladimir 
Putin and Emanuel Macron have held talks 
at the French leader’s summer residence at 
Fort de Bregancon. It lasted for two and a 
half hours. The talks focused on a ranged 
of major international topics, as the leaders 
had said at a news conference ahead of the 
meeting. The two presidents discussed the 
Syrian settlement, the situation in Libya, the 
Iran nuclear deal and prospects for another 
summit in the Normandy format.

After the bilateral meeting, Putin and 
Macron will be joined by their delegations 
at a dinner. The Russian delegation includes 
his press secretary Dmitry Peskov, aide on 
international affairs Yuri Ushakov and 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Now, Paris and Moscow have to cooperate to 
bring Russia and Europe’s positions together 
despite the disagreements, French President 
Emmanuel Macron said at a joint press 

conference with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin ahead of the meeting in the Fort de 
Bregancon in the south of France.

We have to cooperate to bring the positions 
of Russia and Europe together; it has to be 
done despite the existing disagreements, 
he noted. It concerns the economic sphere 
as well, in which relations are developing 
despite the persisting sanctions, he said. 
Macron added that the EU needs dialogue 
with Moscow as Russia is a great European 
power. According to the Russian side, the 
bilateral trade turnover in 2018 increased by 
11.2% and is now $17.2 billion.

Macron expressed confidence that Russia’s 
future is tied with Europe after the meeting 
with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
at the fort of Bregancon. I am confident that 
Russia’s future is fully tied with Europe. We 
believe in Europe that stretches from Lisbon 
to Vladivostok, he wrote on his Twitter 
account.

Macron noted that the talks with Putin also 
focused on the situation around Siberian 
wildfires and thawing permafrost in the 
region. “Russia is grappling with devastating 
consequences of the climate change. I am glad 
that it has decided (to launch) the ratification 
of the Paris Climate Agreement, which is a 
significant symbolic move, and we should 
follow that course.

Moreover, the two leaders expressed 
commitment to creating 
long-term stability in 
Libya and regaining 
order in the country. As 
far as the Syrian issue 
is concerned, Macron 
stressed the necessity 
of immediate ceasefire 
in the Idlib province 
in accordance with the 
agreements achieved 
at the Sochi meeting 
on September 17, 2018. 
The talks between the 
presidents of Russia 
and France lasted over 
two and a half hours. 
No official statements to 
the press were planned 
following the meeting.

At the same time, 
some voices from the 
inside of the European 
community have also 
started surfacing for ending restrictions on 
Russia. In this regard, National Secretary of 
the French Communist Party Fabien Roussel 
has called on the European Union to lift 
economic sanctions on Russia.

Once it becomes clear that the situation 
concerning Crimea is improving, as well as 
the situation in Donbass, where a ceasefire 
is in effect, there will be a need to set a policy 
course for the removal of sanctions, said 
Roussel, who is also a member of the French 
parliament. In my view, there is a need to 

go back to the previous situation in trade 
relations and lift sanctions against Russia.

In this regard, Roussel pointed out that the 
sanctions that the European Union imposed 
on Russia in 2014 following developments 
in Ukraine and Crimea, are inflicting great 
damage on the economies of Europe and 
France, particularly as far as agriculture 
goes. It includes a ban on the export of milk, 
pork and beef. In 2015, the EU’s milk quotas 
were added to sanctions, leading French milk 
producers to a terrible crisis.

At the same time, the French Communist 
Party official was confident that when 
sanctions are imposed on Russia, Iran or 
China, it is common people in those countries 
that suffer the first and not rich businessmen. 
Similarly, French farmers suffered from 
economic sanctions on Russia, he explained. 
It is unacceptable to maintain the sanctions 
situation, he said, adding that we are living 
in a world of sanctions: there are EU and US 
sanctions on Russia, US sanctions on China, 
EU and US sanctions on Iran.

It is high time to establish global peace 
based on dialogue. France should facilitate 
the process. I believe that during the G7 
meeting in Biarritz, France could put forward 
an initiative to convene an international peace 
conference that would also be dedicated to 
development matters.

It could help resolve many issues, Roussel 

said. In response to a question about Macron 
and Putin meeting, he said that it is a useful 
meeting that will make it possible to build 
dialogue. I call for improving relations 
between France and Russia.

Me a n w h i l e ,  s o m e  a c t i v i t y  a b o u t 
consultations with Russia on German 
diplomatic front is also visible as German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas plans to discuss 
Ukraine, Syria and arms control with his 
Russian counterpart Sergey Lavrov during a 
visit to Moscow.
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T
he strategic partnership 
between China and Saudi 
Arabia  has  presented 
opportunities for a new 
level of collaboration at a 
time when both countries 
are  seeking  economic 

transformation and sustainable growth. 
Three strategic areas are identified for deeper 
cooperation: extending energy cooperation 
from traditional oil and gas to new low carbon 
technologies, integrating petrochemical 
industry development across the value chain 
as well as building local strength in industrial 
capacity by capturing the market potential of 
new construction.

China and Saudi Arabia have successfully 
collaborated in many finance-related areas, 
including improved compliance with 
international regulations, an extended network 
of banking services, and joint efforts to 
establish new investment funds and investment 
institutions. Chinese yuan settlement could 
encourage investment flows to help fund 
infrastructure construction and diversified 

industrial development.
According to some analysts, the economic 

ventures are not the only factor that drives 
China-Saudi Arabia relations, security ties seem 
to grow even more significantly. Saudi Arabia’s 
Air Force is deploying Chinese unmanned 
attack drones. Chinese and Saudi militaries 
have held joint counter-terrorism exercises in 
western China; exercises the kingdom use to 
conduct mainly with the US military. In a show 
of growing military ties, Chinese navy vessels 
have also visited the Saudi port of Jeddah as 
part of increasingly active maneuvers in the 
Gulf of Aden.

Factually, political dynamics in the Middle 
East continue to fluctuate as powerful regional 
actors look to other powers in the international 
order to help counter the growing influence 
of regional rivals. This is most demonstrated 
by the developing economic and political 
partnership between China and Saudi Arabia. 
Saudi Arabia has sought to use its relationship 
with China as a means of counterbalancing 
and limiting rival power projection in the 
region. Both the Saudi Arabia and China 
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are determined to continue to mature as 
Sino-Saudi relations further deepen into 
a strong strategic partnership and will have 
repercussions for the balance of power in the 
Gulf and Middle East.

China highly values the comprehensive 
strategic partnership with Saudi Arabia, and 
views the latter as a significant partner in the 
pursuit of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
China is willing to reinforce the strategic 
alignment between the BRI and the Saudi 
Vision 2030 a plan to reduce Saudi Arabia’s 
dependence on oil and diversify its economy.

China welcomes a diverse group of 
partnerships which add to and strengthen 
the global Belt and Road initiative (BRI). As 
a wealthy, strategically located and oil rich 
state, Saudi Arabia is objectively an important 
partner for China. The fact that Saudi Arabia 
has so enthusiastically invested in the building 
of a modern oil refinery in the BRI port in 
Pakistan’s Gwadar is a further example of Saudi 
Arabia’s growing integration into BRI both in 
terms of direct partnerships with China and via 
a mutual Pakistani partner.

From the past era, China and Saudi Arabia 
have entered into the trade relationship. Trade 
is at the heart of the growing links between 
China and Saudi Arabia, which centre on the 
crude oil and petrochemical industries.  The 
significance of a strong relationship between 
China and Saudi Arabia is founded on energy 
but also extending to other commodities. 
Saudi Arabia plays a major role in exporting 
petroleum in the World while China is the 
second largest destination for Saudi oil.

The fact that China imports oil from Saudi 
Arabia is the core issue of the China-Saudi 
Arabia trade structure. In addition, China also 
imports energy and raw materials including 
natural gas, plastic and steel products from 
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia’s imports from 
China are garments, textiles, and mechanical 
and electrical products. The trade volume 
between Saudi Arabia and China grow up 
many times. Now a day’s Saudi Arabia remain 
China’s top trade partner in the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region, for eleven 
consecutive years.

The bilateral trade has achieved a steady 
growth since the establishment of diplomatic 
relations between China and Saudi Arabia. 
Two-way trade between China and Saudi 
Arabia promotes the cooperation and 
coordination. China is the second largest 
economy in the world while Saudi Arabian 
economy is the world largest exporter. The 
trade relationship has resulted in strong ties 
for both economies. China-Saudi Arabia trade 
jumped 32 percent year-on-year to $61.4 
billion in 2018. China, in the meantime, 
remained the Arabic country’s biggest trade 
partner by volume.

Oil, infrastructure and tech among industries 
set to benefit from strong partnerships between 
nations’ companies China and Saudi Arabia 
will have stronger trade relations and economic 
cooperation. The optimistic outlook comes 
thanks to the two countries’ shared economic 

interests and after both sides also reached deep 
consensus on the development of the Belt and 
Road Initiative.

While oil trade lies at the heart of business 
ties between China and Saudi Arabia, the 
Middle Eastern nation’s desire to upgrade 
its infrastructure has brought more 
opportunities for Chinese project contractors 
and manufacturers. The infrastructure projects 
Saudi Arabia hopes to improve include roads, 
airports, oil tankers, offshore engineering 

facilities and container ports.
Saudi companies also want to jointly explore 

third-party markets with China to further 
develop BRI cooperation. The recent visit by 
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman to China represents a positive step 
forward for the entire Middle East region. 
China mainly ships construction machinery, 
vessels, manufacturing equipment, steel, 
electronic products, textiles, garments and 
household appliances to Saudi Arabia. Chinese-
made passenger vehicles and trucks have also 
become popular in the region.

In addition to crude oil, petrochemicals, 
fertilizer and other products, Saudi Arabia 
also exports to China metallic ore, aquatic 
products, marble, olive oil and sesame. 
The potential for trade between China and 
countries involved in the BRI is continually 
being developed. New trade relations will 
serve as the engine for China’s economic and 
technological development, especially in areas 
like 5G, autonomous driving and smart city 
development because these technologies are 
developing rapidly in China.

Now Strategic and trade cooperation between 
the Saudi Arabia and China have increased 
significantly and touching new heights 
in recent months and both the countries 
have established a comprehensive strategic 
partnership. The two countries have set up the 
China-Saudi Arabia high-level joint committee. 

The two sides have also enhanced political 

trust and maintained good momentum in 
pragmatic cooperation in the fields of economy, 
trade, energy, science, technology, education 
and culture, and have achieved fruitful results. 
The complementarily between the Belt and 
Road Initiative and the Saudi 2030 Vision has 
great potential.

Signals from oil tankers last month suggest 
that Saudi Arabia is sending an ever-larger 
portion of its crude to China with the US losing 
out. Saudi Arabia’s observed exports to China 

soared to 1.74 million barrels a day in July, 
the highest since Bloomberg began tracking 
the tanker shipments in January 2017. At the 
same time, the kingdom’s shipments to the US 
appear to have tumbled to 161,000 barrels a 
day, the lowest during that same period.

The divergence illustrates the current state 
of energy geopolitics. The Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries of which Saudi 
Arabia is the largest producer and a group of 
allies last month agreed to extend production 
cuts. A big reason behind the curbs is soaring 
US output, which is near record levels in weekly 
data. US inventories have dropped in recent 
months as Saudi shipments to the country have 
declined. 

Both the countries are going to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations and will thanks to 30 
years of joint effort, the more mature, stable 
and profound China-Saudi relations will 
further serve the common interests of the two 
countries.

At the same time, Saudi Arabia has grabbed a 
greater slice of China’s market as US sanctions 
cripple exports from Iran, the kingdom’s 
regional rival. Saudi crude flows to markets 
east of the Suez Canal were about 5.1 million 
barrels a day last month, tracking data show, 
and the number is likely to rise as some ships 
indicate their final destinations. Saudi flows 
west of Suez appear to have dropped to about 
1.1 million barrels a day in July.
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urasian Economic Union 
(EAEU) member states prime 
ministers  have discussed 
ways to increase integration, 
the status of agreements and 
future cooperation. Participants 
discussed trade and economic 

cooperation, the removal of obstacles in the EAEU 
domestic market, the regulation of the alcohol and 
financial markets, the cooperation of member state 
custom services and other issues.

To enhance cooperation in this area, a plan of 
joint activities between the Eurasian Economic 
Commission and Astana International Financial 
Centre (AIFC) for 2019-2021 was signed in the 
framework of the memorandum of cooperation 
between the EAEU and AIFC.

The Eurasian Economic Union, aimed at 
boosting economic relations, was founded in 
2014 between Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia; 
Armenia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan joined later. 
The Eurasian Economic Union is an international 
organization for regional economic integration.

It has international legal personality and is 
established by the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic 

Union. The EAEU provides for free movement 
of goods, services, capital and labor, pursues 
coordinated, harmonized and single policy in the 
sectors determined by the Treaty and international 
agreements within the Union.

EAEU members are working to implement 
EAEU treaty provisions on cooperation and to draft 
strategic directions to develop EAEU economic 
integration until 2025. In this regard, the union is 
required to prioritize industrial cooperation, create a 
digital map of industrial enterprises across member 
states and develop a joint programme to develop the 
economy of simple things. This sector can increase 
the gross product of up to 1.5 percent of GDP.

EAEU has the potential to integrate into the 
international transport network and simplifying 
transit procedures through union territory and 
the EAEU Unified Transit System, currently being 
developed, will help that integration.

The prime ministers of Kazakhstan Askar Mamin, 
Belarus Syarhey Rumas, Armenia Nikol Pashinyan, 
Kyrgyzstan Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev, Russia 
Dmitry Medvedev and Chairman of the Board 
of the Eurasian Economic Commission Tigran 
Sargsyan attended the meeting of Eurasian 
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Intergovernmental Council (EIC) on the shore 
of the famous Issyk Kul Lake and signed total 
12 documents.

A total of 15 issues were discussed, many 
of which have been summed up with an 
agreement, which will help prepare the 
foundation for the next meeting of the 
Supreme Eurasian Economic Council.  
The Intergovernmental Council approved 
the concept of cross-border information 
interaction to ensure information interaction 
between legal entities (business entities) of the 
Union countries among themselves and with 
government bodies of member states.

It is assumed that the implementation of 
the concept will create opportunities for the 
interaction between business and government 
agencies using electronic digital signatures. 
It is expected that the requirements for 
infrastructure entities, operators providing 
such services, and other rules will be developed 
and approved by the EAEU countries until 
May 2020.

The council members approved joint 
forecasts for the development of the agro-
industrial complex, demand and supply 
balances of the Union countries on agricultural 
products, food, flax fiber, leather raw materials, 
cotton fiber and wool for 2019–2020.

According to the forecast in 2020, in 
comparison with 2017 as a whole for the 
Union, agricultural production in will increase 
by 3.7% to $ 118.6 billion.

The growth of mutual trade will be 24% 
– thus, the volume of mutual supplies will 
grow to 10.4 billion dollars. Exports to third 
countries will increase by 19.2%, which 
will amount to $ 4.1 billion, while imports 
will increase by 3.2%. In 2020, imports of 
agricultural products and food from third 
countries to the Union will amount to $ 31.3 
billion, while exports from the Union to third 
countries will amount to $ 56.7 billion.

The Intergovernmental Council approved 
an updated passport of the project Eurasian 
Network of Industrial  Cooperation, 
Subcontracting and Technology Transfer. 
The aim of the project is to create a digital 
ecosystem to ensure the interaction of business 
entities of the EAEU member states for 
industrial cooperation, subcontracting and 
technology transfer, to ensure the modeling of 
production chains and optimal utilization of 
production capacities, as well as to stimulate 
innovative processes through technology 
transfer.

As part of the project, the register of 
economic entities of the Eurasian network 
by the end of 2020 should contain about 
50 thousand economic entities, and by 
2024 – almost 125 thousand. According to 
the main scenario, by the end of 2020, more 
than 350 contracts worth about 9.7 billion 
Russian rubles should be concluded within the 
Eurasian network, and by 2024 more than 3.5 
thousand contracts worth a total of more than 
110 billion rubles.

Members of the Intergovernmental Council 

signed an agreement on the trans-boundary 
movement of hazardous waste through the 
customs territory of the EAEU. The document 
was developed by the countries of the Union 
together with the Commission to ensure the 
protection of life and health of citizens of the 
member states and the environment, as well 
as the fulfillment of international obligations 
under the Basel Convention on the control 
of trans-boundary movement of hazardous 
wastes and their disposal.

The agreement regulates the relations 
associated with the transfer from one country 
of the Union to another, for example, waste 
containing arsenic, mercury or its compounds, 
dust from metallurgical industries and glass 
production containing beryllium, galvanic 
precipitates, organic choleric acid production 
wastes, etc.

The agreement applies to legal entities 
and individuals registered as individual 
entrepreneurs engaged in cross-border 
transportation of waste in the mutual trade 
of the EAEU countries. The trans-boundary 
movement of waste by individuals for personal 
use is prohibited.

The implementation of the agreement will 
provide a permissive procedure for the trans-
boundary movement of hazardous waste in 
the Union, the interaction of the authorized 
bodies of the Member States, which includes, 
among other things, informing of the issued 
conclusions (permits) and detected violations 
during such transportation.

The council instructed the Eurasian 
Economic Commission, together with the 
governments of the Union countries, to analyze 
the possibilities of harmonizing corporate law 
with a view to introducing the legal form 
“Eurasian company” (societas eurasicae).

The commission has already studied the 
experience of the European Union and the 
so-called European companies (societas 
europeae). The results of the analysis showed 
that the use of EU experience in the formation 
of a supranational corporate law system within 
the Union will be a logical continuation of 
Eurasian economic integration.

This form will create favorable conditions 
for the involvement of manufacturers in 
international cooperation chains, facilitate 
access to foreign markets and facilitate the 
positioning of the Union companies in world 
markets. In addition, for certain sectors of the 
economy, this may become an incentive for a 
significant deepening of integration and the 
removal of obstacles in the domestic market 
of the Union.

The Intergovernmental Council was 
presented with a report on the crediting and 
distribution of the amounts of import customs 
duties between the budgets of the state 
members. Before January 1, 2020, the EAEU 
countries established the following standards 
for the distribution of import customs duties: 
Republic of Armenia – 1.220%, Republic of 
Belarus – 4.560%, Republic of Kazakhstan – 
7.055%, Kyrgyz Republic – 1.900%, Russian 

Federation – 85.265%.
As noted in the report, in 2018, the total 

amount of import customs duties collected 
and distributed between countries increased 
by 6% – from 11.6 to 12.3 billion US dollars.

In the structure of revenues of the republican 
(federal) budgets, income from import duties 
amounted to: in the Republic of Armenia – 
5.4%, the Republic of Belarus – 4.5%, the 
Republic of Kazakhstan – 3.4%, the Kyrgyz 
Republic – 11.8%, the Russian Federation – 
3.4%.

The report also provides information on 
factors affecting the revenues to the budgets 
of the EAEU countries, on the reciprocal 
flows of the amount of import customs duties 
between the member states, on the mutual 
export and import of goods originating from 
non-CIS countries. The Intergovernmental 
Council instructed the EEC Board to continue 
monitoring the implementation of the Protocol 
on the procedure for crediting and distribution 
of import customs duties.

The Council adopted the technical regulation 
on energy efficiency of household appliances. 
This is the first regulation adopted at the Union 
level, which is not directly related to the safety 
of goods. Acting upon an initiative by Belarus, 
the prime ministers instructed the Eurasian 
Economic Commission, together with the 
relevant structures of the countries members of 
the union, to work out coordinated approaches 
in order to remove existing intra-union trade 
barriers concerning the free movement of agro-
food products, in particular dairy products.

The EEC was entrusted to prepare changes 
to the technical regulations for the next 
meeting; the legal framework of the union 
should be aimed at removing barriers. The 
Intergovernmental Council considered and 
discussed the Agreement on the harmonization 
of the legislation of the EAEU member states 
in the field of the financial market, which is 
due to enter into force in 2020.

It is pertinent to mention here that the 
summit events were not limited to the business 
sector. Plans were established to jointly issue 
commemorative postage stamps through 
the postal authorities of the member states 
in honour of the fifth anniversary of the 
Eurasian Economic Union; this took place 
on the sidelines of the meeting. In total, seven 
stamps were issued.

As a result of the meeting, a significant 
number of documents were adopted pertaining 
to the main areas of integration development, 
and the positions of the EAEU member states 
converged on the most controversial issues. 
Also, on the sidelines of the meeting, there 
were several successful planned activities 
pertaining to the business sector.

The positive results of the recent summit of 
the heads of government set the tone for the 
upcoming meeting of the Supreme Eurasian 
Economic Council, which is slated to bring 
together the heads of state of the member 
countries on October 1 of this year.
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resident Dr Arif Alvi said that con-
sidering the fast changing trends, 
the businessmen in Pakistan 
should tilt from traditional trading 
methods towards the use of artifi-
cial intelligence for earning more 
revenue and get global outreach.

Addressing the distribution ceremony of 7th FPCCI 
Achievement Awards here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr, the 
president said by using the technology, the goods 
could be sold out across the world without being 
subject to the use of transport or space. President 
of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi awarded 40 gold medals to 
the different personalities who rendered outstanding 
services in their respective sectors. The event was 
attended by Minister for Privatization Mohammed 
Mian Soomro, provincial ministers, parliamentarians, 
diplomats and renowned businessmen from across 
the country.

Speaking on the occasion, President of the 
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & 

Industry (FPCCI) Engr Daroo Khan Achakzai, while 
delivering a welcome address on the occasion of the 
7th FPCCI Achievement Awards Ceremony held 
at President House Islamabad assured that FPCCI 
will keep pace and extend all possible cooperation 
and assistance, as a partner to the government in its 
endeavors to promote socio-economic sector.

Engr. Daroo Khan Achakzai emphasized on the 
need that the government should look into the 
challenges being faced by the Business Community 
particularly in discharging their tax liability fearlessly; 
boosting exports; promoting exports; creating 
employment opportunities etc., in the country.

He said that the economic prosperity of Pakistan 
lies in the stimulating business activities and added, 
we cannot come out of the present crisis until the 
business community is facilitated by the government. 
He highly appreciated that the government has 
fulfilled its commitment in releasing the long stuck-
up refunds claims to the exporters due to which not 
only the exporters faced the liquidity crunch but 
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export also suffered.
While emphasizing the promotion of export, 

he suggested that Government and Private 
Sector have to be partner in exploring new 
avenues for the export and investment. He 
also appreciated the initiatives taken by the 
Government in curbing the corruption as it 
would enhance the confidence of a common 
man in general and businessman in particular 
in the government policies.

He also urged the government that the 
FPCCI should be considered as partner 
of the government in utilization of Export 
Development Fund (EDF) as it is generated 
from the export proceeds. He vehemently 
demanded on ease of doing and cost of doing 
business as these two elements are instrumental 
in attracting domestic and foreign investment 
in Pakistan.

He suggested that the government to sit 
together with FPCCI for making policies in 
this regard. He also expressed his anxiety on the 
continuous increase in utility charges resulting 
hampering in cost of doing business. The 
FPCCI 7th Achievement Award function was 
attended by prominent leaders of the Business 
Community including Iftikhar Ali Malik, 
Office Bearers of FPCCI, Formers Presidents 
of FPCCI, Bureaucrats and Diplomatic Corp 
members in Pakistan.

President  Center  of  Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR), Editor in 
Chief, daily, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ and Melange 
TV Ms Amna Malik was also honoured for her 
brilliant services in launching and promoting 
StartUp Pakistan Program. Following the 

tips and advices of the sane voices within 
the government as well as taking notes from 
the special reports and program prepared by 
Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) on StartUp Pakistan initiative, the 
government of Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) 
has ultimately launched the Kamyab Jawan 

Programme to enable the youth to start their 
own business. This program is also in line with 
the commitments of PTI made to the youth 
during electioneering regarding brightening 
their future economically.

Like numerous others, COPAIR took lead 
in launching the StartUp Pakistan initiative 
in Pakistan along with publication of reports 
on this issue to provide ample guidance 
to the youth regarding starting their own 
businesses. The main objective of the launch 
of this initiative was to empower the youth 
economically while encouraging them 
to reduce their economic dependence on 
government jobs because it is not possible for 
the government to provide every young man 
with a job.

Youth related initiatives have been top focus 
of COPAIR just because of the fact that almost 
31% of this population is aged between 15 to 
29 years while 58 million belong to the 20 to 
24 year age group. This youth bulge provides 
unique opportunities for the country’s social 
and economic uplift whereby the latent 

potential of young people can be harnessed by 
providing openings for growth and personal 
development.

Unfortunately, lack of youth centric policy 
formulation and development is adversely 
affecting Pakistan’s capacity to fully benefit 
from the energy, dynamism, and creativity 
of its young people. A highly qualified team 
of experts at COPAIR central and provincial 
headquarters behind the concept of StarUp 
Pakistan initiative has been advocating the 
government to launch a resembling programe 
to support the youth in becoming independent 
in their decision making.

In this regard, every possible advocacy 
support was also offered to the concerned 
department through a series of consultative 
sessions to convince and motivate them 
mentally and professionally to launch this 
program. In the meantime, COPAIR organized 
a number of seminars, conferences, round 
table dialogues as well as refresher courses 
along with the leading entrepreneurs who had 
benefited from StartUp Pakistan initiatives 
with an objective to mobilize youth along 
with provision of sufficient guidance from the 
experts on the said subject.

All these efforts have yielded and government 
has launched and the federal government 
adopted the Kamyab Jawan Program to 
economically empower youth. In lieu with the 
proposals and incentives proposed by COPAIR, 
youth can get loan from 100,000 to five million 
rupees in two categories under the Kamyab 
Jawan Program. Under the first category banks 
will provide loan up to 500,000 rupees at six 
percent mark-up with lending equity of 10 
percent of the amount applied.

Under the second category, an applicant can 
get loan up to five million rupees at a mark-
up of eight percent and equity ratio of 20 
percent. 25 percent of the loan will be granted 
to women to make youth self-employee to 
overcome inflation and joblessness. It’s a big 
achievement that despite such tough financial 
situation, the government was able to allocate 
Rs 100 billion for the youth development. The 
financial advisor will inform the masses of the 
disastrous economic policies adopted by the 
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T
he Rawalpindi Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (RCCI) 
in collaboration with the Trade 
Development Authority Pakistan 
(TDAP) organized a three-day 2nd 
International Gems, Jewelry and 
Watches Expo at Serena in Islama-

bad on August 23. The three days exhibition was 
inaugurated by Special Assistant to Prime Minister 
on Information and Broadcasting Dr Firdous Ashiq 
Awan  along with different ambassadors including 
Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan Stefano Pontecorvo 
and. Besides President RCCI Malik Shahid Saleem, 
Ambassador of Srilanka to Pakistan, diplomats, the 
business community and people of twin cities were 
also present on the occasion.

The exhibition provided an opportunity to the busi-
nessmen to showcase the best of Pakistani gemstones, 
diamonds, jewelry, watches and mineral specimens from 
across the country. The main purpose of the expo was to 
attract foreign investment in non-conventional sectors 
like gems and jewelry and to promote small and medium 
enterprise (SME). Precious stones, gems, ornaments, 

silver, gold and diamond jewelry were put on display at 
more than 50 stalls established at the expo.

A technical convention with respect to cutting, pol-
ishing and certification of gems was also held on the 
sidelines of the expo. Special Assistant on Information 
and Broadcasting Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan Speaking 
at the gems and jewelry exhibition, appealed business-
men to act as the country’s ambassador during their 
foreign visits and expose abhorrent face of India before 
international community, in addition to their routine 
marketing practices.

Soliciting the assistance of business associations, she 
said the government would chalk out a strategy to make 
Azad and Jammu Kashmir financially empowered. 
“A link will be set up to ensure connectivity between 
Kashmiri women from across the Line of Control and 
business community for making them financially strong,” 
she added. The special assistant said the government was 
initiating steps for the welfare of people, who became 
victims of unprovoked Indian firing along the LoC.

In modern era, she said wars were fought on economic 
front, rather in battlefields and only those nations could 
succeed, that nurture strong economies, she added. Dr 
Firdous said economic empowerment of women was 
imperative to make Pakistan a developed and progressive 
country since they constituted 52 per cent of the na-
tional population.  She said the leading role of Mohtarma 
Fatima Jinnah during Freedom Movement along with 
his brother Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, was 
a strong message for future generations that no nation 
could prosper without active participation of women.

Citing the rise of Malaysia, she said the country 
emerged as a developed Islamic state with a visionary 
Prime Minister (Mahathir Mohamad) who ensured 
100 percent literacy of girls. She said the government 
was taking multiple initiatives to ensure equal women 
representation in all walks of life in line with vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, who was a strong propo-
nent of women empowerment. Dr Firdous Awan said 
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the government was all set to launch its ‘Kamyab 
Jawan Programme’ since the prime minister had 
given its formal approval. The government had 
allocated 25 percent quota in that programme 
which would eventually benefit 52 percent women 
population, she added.

She underlined the need for promoting cottage 
industry which would help women financially 
without compromising the socio-religious and 
cultural values. She said the people had given a 
mandate to Imran Khan in 2018 elections to rid 
the country of the rotten system of status quo. 
Apprising the diplomats, who was invited by 
the RCCI in event, about Kashmir situation she 
said India had converted Occupied Kashmir into 
biggest jail of the world by imposing curfew in 
the entire state.

The special assistant said it was not a conflict 
between two countries but two ideologies, adding 
Kashmiris had moderate and peaceful ideology of 
Islam whereas India supported hard-line Hindu 
extremism. She urged the United Nations, 
international human rights organizations to take 
cognizance of the grave situation of the IHK and 
take concrete steps for saving lives of besieged 
Kashmiris. Dr Firdous said that international 
human rights watch had issued ‘genocide alert’ in 
IOK whereas India had planned to launch mass 
human massacre in the occupied valley.

Italian Ambassador Stefano Pontecorvo said he 
felt honour to inaugurate the 2nd RCCI Gems 
and Jewels Exhibition with the distinguished 
guests including Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan. He 
said the Italian gem and jewelry sector counted 
over 7700 companies with a work force of over 
25,000. “The turnover of this business is 
almost 6 billion Euros. Italy is a natural 
partner of Pakistan,” he added. He also 
appreciated the role of RCCI and the 
president for holding such a beauti-
ful exhibition.

Earlier, President RCCI Malik 
Shahid Saleem informed that 
Rawalpindi Chamber is organiz-
ing this event in collaboration with 
Trade Development Authority 
aimed to enhance this sector and 
exports of Pakistan. He added it is 
a perfect avenue for promoting this 
sector. Development of the sector will 
have a significant impact on Pakistan’s 
economy in terms of employment, 
entrepreneurship, and increasing the gems 
export outside Pakistan along with designer 
jewelry, he added.

Group leader Sohail Altaf in his address said that 
our industry has huge potential for value addition 
and profitability but due to lack of apprehension, 
this industry is far below our regional competitors, 
who are engaged in the mining, cutting/polishing 
and trading of gemstones.

On the second day of the expo, Federal Minister 
for Inter Provincial Coordination Dr. Fehmida 
Mirza also visited the Expo and while giving 
media briefing at Expo she said that due to lack 
of value-addition the exports are struggling in 
this sector. She reiterated Governments effort in 
ease of doing business (EODB) and informed 

that Pakistan ranking on EODB Index has been 
improved as it currently stands at 136 out of 190 
countries. Pakistan improved 10 points as previ-
ously it was at 146. Cutting, marketing, polishing 
and certification on modern line is required to 
promote this neglected sector, she added.

She said that her ministry will be working 
proactively with all provinces through TEVTA 
in promotion of skill development of miners and 
workers from Gems and Jewelry sector. Chamber 
of Commerce can play its important role while 
bridging between the academia and industry. On 
a question regarding current situation in Kashmir, 
she said that today Kashmir has become a flash 
point in the region.

She said the stance of Pakistan’s government and 
other political parties along with business commu-

ni-
ty on 

Kash-
mir had 

made it clear 
to the world that 

it would raise Kashmir issue at 
international foras. Referring to human rights 
violations in Kashmir, she said that the Indian 
government could not suppress the independence 
of the people of Kashmir with the force of power.

On the third day of expo, Shafqat Mahmood, 
Federal Minister for Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training who was the chief guest on the 
closing ceremony, said that there is huge potential 
in this non-conventional sector which amounts 
billion dollar market volume.  From exploration to 
cutting and polishing and transfer of technology 

and marketing, government is ready to support 
chambers initiative in this regard, he informed. 
He lauded trade development authority (TDAP) 
efforts for improving linkages and highlighted the 
neglected sectors.

Parliamentary Secretary for Commerce Shan-
dana Gulzar Khan also attended the exhibition 
and assured full support and cooperation in 
promoting gem sector in the country. Govern-
ment is focusing on empowerment of women 
entrepreneurs as we are facing human resource 
development challenge with our competitors in 
the region, she added.

Ambassadors, High Commissioners, diplomats 
and commercial councilors from different 
countries including Canada, Azerbaijan, Italy, 
Sri Lanka, Australia, Sudan, Malaysia and Nepal 

also participated in the expo and appreciated the 
standard of the products being displayed during 
the event.

RCCI President Malik Shahid Saleem remarked 
that this time we received a huge response from 
the exhibitors and also in collaboration with Trade 
Development Authority (TDAP) RCCI organized 
a technical and informative session for exhibitors 
on challenges faced by gems and jewelry sector. 
Representatives from TDAP, State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP), Federal Bureau of Revenue (FBR), 
Intellectual Property Organization of Pakistan 
(IPO-Pakistan) and key business stakeholders 
attended the session.

During the interactive Session, the participants 
were informed about the modern techniques of 
exploration of precious stones, including cutting, 
polishing and marketing. It was urged during the 
session that government must established state of 
the art testing laboratories in all provincial capitals.

He said, “We are looking for new opportuni-
ties and sectors like Gems and Jewelry to attract 
foreign investment as countries like Thailand, 
Belgium, Australia, Sri Lanka and Central Asian 
states have shown interest. The mineral-laden 
mountains in Pakistan have rich natural resources. 
The Country is home to numerous arrays of gem-
stones. Similarly, our workers and experts are also 
skillful, he expressed.

Economy & 
Finance
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U
ndoubtedly, President 
of Turkmenistan Gur-
banguly Myliktulievich 
Berdymukhammedov is 
one the most dynamic 
leader of Central Asian 
Republics who is raising 

his political stature among the world leaders 
with the passage of every day by dint of his sheer 
commitment and zeal for serving his country 
and countrymen.

Turkmenistan is a country in Central Asia 
bordered by the Caspian Sea and largely cov-
ered by the Karakum Desert and is known for 
archaeological ruins including those at Nisa and 
Merv, major stops along the ancient trade route 
the Silk Road. Ashgabat, the capital, was rebuilt 
in Soviet style in the mid-20th century and is 
filled with grand monuments honoring former 
president Saparmurat Niyazov.

Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedow is the current 
President of Turkmenistan, only the second 
in the history of the country since it gained 
independence with the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union in 1991. Under his visionary leadership, 

Turkmenistan is gaining more and more sig-
nificance and importance in the international 
political and economic canvas.

Gurbanguly Myliktulievich Berdymuk-
hammedov, was born June 29, 1957, Babarab, 
Turkmenistan. He is the grandson of a distin-
guished local schoolteacher. In 1979 he gradu-
ated from the dental faculty of the Turkmen 
State Medical Institute and started work as a 
dentist in an Ashgabat clinic. By 1987 he had 
gradually increased his responsibilities and 
moved up professionally.

He then studied therapeutic dentistry in 
Moscow for three years, returning to Ashgabat 
in 1990 to a teaching post at the Turkmen 
Medical Institute. In 1995 he moved to the 
Ministry of Health. Two years later he was ap-
pointed minister of health, and in April 2001 
he became deputy prime minister responsible 
for education, science, and health.

Following the December 21, 2006, death 
of Turkmen President Saparmurad Niyazov, 
Berdymukhammedov was named acting 
president by Turkmenistan’s Security Council.

On February 11, 2007, Berdymukhammedov 

was elected president, receiving nearly 90 per-
cent of the votes cast. He restored the pensions 
abolished by his predecessor, eased restrictions 
on travel abroad, and reinstituted the 10th year 
of basic education. He continued his predeces-
sor’s grandiose construction projects, including 
one to build a new seaport and airport for the 
city of Turkmenbashi on the Caspian Sea.

On February 13, 2012, Berdymukhammedov 
was elected to a second term as president amid 
widespread criticism that the election had 
been marred by fraud. President Berdymuk-
hammedov follows a foreign policy is based on 
the Constitution, the Constitutional Act on the 
permanent neutrality of Turkmenistan, Foreign 
policy concept of Turkmenistan as a neutral 
state, other legislative acts. Turkmenistan’s 
foreign policy is a logical extension of domestic 
policy and is determined by the international 
legal status of permanent neutrality, recognized 
by the United Nations.

In this connection, his quote has become very 
popular among the diplomatic circles globally; 
“The analysis of tendencies of the current world 
development, place and role of our country in 
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it, confirms the validity of the course selected 
by us to develop wide and full-scale interna-
tional cooperation of Turkmenistan, its active 
involvement into mainstream processes of the 
present in political, economic, trade, informa-
tion, cultural, scientific-educational, social and 
other spheres.”

The world today is changing rapidly; there are 
various new political and economic structures, 
new threats and challenges. Such conditions 
require carrying out a responsible and deeply 
thought-out foreign policy, which our country 
builds on the basis of clearly defined principles 
and basic provisions of neutrality based on 
the historical experience of the people, that 
has absorbed values, traditions, customs, and 
ethical norms, accumulated over centuries” once 
he said.

Key objectives of his foreign policy include, 
the preservation and strengthening of the state 
sovereignty of Turkmenistan, increase its role 
and importance in the international system, the 
creation of favorable foreign political conditions 
for the internal development of the state and the 
upholding and implementation of the national 
interests of Turkmenistan by all forms exist-
ing in the international practice of diplomatic 
contacts.

His foreign policy also basis on the golden 
principles of ensuring security of Turkmenistan 
by political, diplomatic means, development of 
constructive mutually beneficial cooperation 
with all international partners on the basis of 
equality and mutual respect as well as ensur-
ing full compliance of Turkmenistan’s foreign 
policy actions with international law and the 
UN Charter.

As a result of Turkmenistan’s policy of neu-
trality, peace and mutual respect, we managed 
to establish relations of friendship, cooperation 
and mutual understanding with Azerbaijan, 
Afghanistan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
and other Central Asian states - Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan.

These countries and people living in them are 
considered by Turkmenistan as brotherly coun-
tries and people. Our country is united with 
them by geography, common history, culture 
and traditions. Therefore, we will continue to 
strengthen all-round cooperation in the region. 
We will promote the development of trade, 
economic and humanitarian partnership, ac-
cording to one of his statements.

As the result of successful realization of 
state policy by President of Turkmenistan 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov that is aimed 
at ensuring sustainable development of the 
Motherland, Turkmenistan has become eco-
nomically strong country actively integrating in 
the world economic ties. The confirmation of 
the “Economic, financial and banking system 
development Program for the period 2018-
2024” in March 2018, as well as the Action 
Plan of its implementation has become the 
main event of current.

A special meaning has the “Program of the 
President on social and economic development 
of the country for the period 2018-2024” aimed 

at development and acceleration of structural 
reforms, stimulating stable and overall growth 
of diversified market economy in the future.

The adoption of the relevant legal acts 
regulating the basis of investors’ work on the 
territory of the country, as well as the course 
of the privatization of state property and 
denationalization conducted by the national 
leader Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov plays a 
major role in this. Another proof of this is the 
increase from year to year of the share of for-
eign investments in the Turkmen economy and 
the growth of the number of joint enterprises.

Similarly, the economic growth of Turk-

menistan is carried out based on the national 
and state programs for short and long-term 
periods. Today, Turkmenistan has the diversi-
fied, multifunctional economy presented by 
enterprises of power industry, oil and gas 
production, oil-processing, chemical and 
petrochemical field, mechanical engineering 
and metal-processing, objects for producing 
building materials, light and food industry.

At the end of 2018, dynamic economic 
growth was ensured in all sectors, the well-
being of the people was steadily increasing. For 
the social and economic development of the 
country in 2018-2024 it is planned to allocate 
more than 240 billion manat.

Under his economic reforms agenda, Turk-
menistan has made gigantic achievements 
in the financial sector. The growth rate of 
Turkmenistan’s GDP in the year of 2018 made 
up 6,2 %. At the same time, the size of wages 
has increased. All the wages, pensions, welfare 
payments and students’ stipends were financed 
timely and in full volume.

According to the President’s Decree of 2018, 
from January 1, 2019 the salaries of personnel 
of the entities financed from the Budget, self-
sustained enterprises and non-governmental 
organizations as well as pensions and state al-
lowances, students scholarships were increased 
on 10 percent. In addition, the increment of 
all types of social benefits in the same volumes 
is planned for the next seven years. This fact 
is explained by stable development of the 

economy and financial and social stability in 
the country.

As per his foreseeing and farseeing leadership 
vision, an adoption of the Concept of develop-
ment of digital economy in Turkmenistan in 
2019 0 2025 was an important event in 2018. 
It is planned to implement the concept in three 
stages (the 1st one in 2019, the 2nd in 2020 – 
2023 and the 3rd in 20224 – 2025). 

So now Turkmenistan actively develops 
its foreign economic relations with other 
countries. Today Turkmenistan has foreign 
trade relations with 119 countries of the world. 
Improvement of financial reporting is the main 
coordinating instrument for the establishment 
of the cooperation with different states of the 
world and attraction of foreign investments to 
the economy of the country.

In this context, it is necessary to mention the 
adoption in December 2017 of a Resolution, ac-
cording to which all entities and organizations 
(excluding crediting institutions) regardless 
of the ownership were assigned to implement 
international accounting and financial report-
ing standards from January 1, 2019.

In the result, 2018 has been marked with the 
development of the infrastructure of electronic 
banking, growth of non-cash payments, in-
crement of banks capitalization, crediting of 
medium and small entrepreneurship, provision 
of new banking production.

At present, in the country, under the leader-
ship of President Gurbanguly Berdimuhame-
dov, grandiose reforms are under way in the 
framework of the national and state programs, 
which are aimed at the diversification of the 
national economy and at the achievement of 
innovative character.

Therefore, the investment activity of the 
economy has led to the rapid growth of the 
construction industry of Turkmenistan. In 
addition to large-scale public construction 
projects, industrial, recreational, cultural facili-
ties, such as the creation of the Avaza National 
Tourist Zone, the large-scale construction of 
dwelling houses are being carried out within 
the National program for the reform of social 
and living conditions in villages, towns, cities, 
districts centers for the period up to 2020.

The volume of drawn investments from all 
sources of financing was 40.3 billion manats, 
63.7 percent of which were used for construc-
tion of production and 36.3 percent for 
building of social and cultural facilities. 1,704 
facilities to the amount of around of 10 billion 
dollars have been built and put into operation.

Large-scale international projects in the 
transport sphere initiated by President of 
Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov 
are designed to give a significant impulse to re-
gional and interregional economic cooperation. 
Turkmenistan is one of the largest international 
transit centers of railway transportation by the 
corridors of North-South, West-East. In 2018, 
exports of Turkmenistan compared to 2017 
increased by almost 50 percent. Production 
export volumes to foreign countries exceeded 
11,200,000,000 US dollars.
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R
ussian Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev and his wife Svet-
lana Medvedeva are considered 
to be one of the most attractive 
and happy couple on the earth 
for having brightest possible 
and cultured personalities. 
There are only few couples 
which can be declared equal to 
them culturally and happiness 
level. Ivanka Trump-Jarred 
Kushner, King Abdullah and 
Queen Rania, Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle, Prince 

William and Kate Middleton etc. The Medvedevs married in 1993 and 
they together have a son, Ilya Medvedev born on 3 August 1995, currently 
24 years old. Stature of Dmitry Medvedev and Svetlana Medvedeva as 
one of the most celebrated and admired couple is getting strong and 
stronger with the passage of each day due to their active roles on the 
concerned horizons. Both enjoy a special place in the hearts of Russians, 
Europeans as well as people of the Central Asian Republics for their 
amicable, socialite and humanly pleasant natures.

The couple is childhood friends and high school sweethearts before they 
became husband and wife. Russia’s top couple, who are the same age, met 
at the No 305 elementary school in St Petersburg and eventually married 
in 1989. Medvedeva’s parents provided a home for the couple, allowing 
them to share their cramped St Petersburg flat.

Dmitry Anatolyevich Medvedev was born September 14, 1965, 
Leningrad, into a middle-class family. As a child, he was bookish and 
studious, described by his first grade teacher Vera Smirnova as a dreadful 
why-asker. After school, he would spend some time playing with his 
friends before hurrying home to work on his assignments.

In the third grade, he studied the ten-volume Small Soviet Encyclopedia 
belonging to his father. In the second and third grades, he showed interest 
in dinosaurs and memorized primary Earth’s geologic development 
periods, from the Archean up to the Cenozoic.

In the fourth and fifth grades, he demonstrated interest in chemistry, 
conducting elementary experiments and involved to some degree with 
sport. In grade seven, adolescent curiosity blossomed through Svetlana 
Linnik, his future wife, studying at the same school in a parallel class. 
The relationship apparently affected his school performance. He calls 
the school’s final exams in 1982 a tough period when I had to mobilize 
my abilities to the utmost for the first time in my life.

He attended Leningrad State University (now St. Petersburg State 
University), receiving a bachelor’s degree in 1987 and a law degree in 
1990. In 1990 he accepted a faculty position at the university and taught 
law there until 1999. His political career stared in 1991 he joined the 
legal team of St. Petersburg’s newly elected mayor, Anatoly Sobchak and 
became the Election Campaign Manager, who also had brought future 
president  Vladimir Putin into his administration. Medvedev and Putin 
worked together in the mayor’s office for the next five years.

When Sobchak’s term ended, Medvedev returned to academic life, and 
Putin moved to a position at the Kremlin. After Putin became acting 
president of Russia in December 1999, he made Medvedev his protégé. 
In 2000 Medvedev headed Putin’s presidential election campaign and 
following Putin’s victory Medvedev was named first deputy chief of staff. 
Later that same year, Medvedev was appointed chairman of the state-
owned natural-gas monopoly Gazprom. In 2003 he became Putin’s chief 
of staff, and two years later he was appointed to the newly created post 
of first deputy prime minister.

Throughout his service under Putin, Medvedev distinguished himself 
as an able administrator with an eye toward reform. Medvedev won the 
March 2008 presidential election by a landslide. Medvedev’s victory 
reflected the will of the majority of the Russian people. Medvedev took 
office on May 7, 2008. Within hours of his inauguration, he nominated 
Putin to be his prime minister, and Russia’s parliament confirmed the 
appointment the next day.

In the March 2012 presidential contest, Putin was elected by a 

comfortable margin. The following month Putin stepped down as head 
of the ruling United Russia party, ceding leadership to Medvedev. Upon 
his inauguration as president, one of Putin’s first actions was to nominate 
Medvedev as prime minister, and Medvedev was confirmed in that role 
by the Duma on May 8, 2012.

Similarly, his wife Svetlana Vladimirovna Medvedeva was born into a 
military family in Kronstadt, a town administered by Leningrad. In high 
school, she was admired and liked by everyone for being a blonde with 
amazing eyes, but she chose Dmitry. Irina Grigorovskaya, who taught 
them both for five years, said, she was a good student and a very pretty 
girl. But it was obvious that she would grow into a real strong woman. 
She was the youngest daughter of her parents.

Medvedeva is widely believed to have provided much of the drive that 
has propelled her husband once a mild-mannered law lecturer to the 
very top of Russia’s political tree. Sociable and energetic, she is credited 
with forging the contacts that enabled her 5ft 4ins husband to break 
out of academia into the world of politics and commerce, a move which 
propelled him into Putin’s path and eventually to the very top of Russia’s 
political tree.

She helped draw him into the Russian Orthodox Church, an institu-
tion which has endorsed him in today’s election, and is thought to have 
been the friend with whom he was baptised, aged 23, at St Petersburg 
Cathedral. She is expected to be an influential presence behind the scenes 
at the Kremlin, as well as providing what he calls a solid and dependable 
rearguard.

Svetlana was active in extracurricular activities in school and took an 
active part in school-held KVNs, spectacles, performances and other 
events. In 1987, she began studying at the Saint Petersburg State Univer-
sity of Economics and Finance. In her first year of university, she switched 
to evening courses and started working full-time.

After the couple moved to Moscow, Medvedeva directed several 
Russian-Italian initiatives Sister cities Milan Saint Petersburg and Venice 
Saint Petersburg which intended to develop tourism between these cities. 
In 2006, she initiated the annual Russian art festival in Bari, Italy. In 
the same year, she headed the initiative for the institution of Family Day 
in Russia.

She has already caused something of media frenzy even though she 
shies away from photographers and rarely gives interviews. Medvedeva 
chaired the management council of multitier program Spiritual and 
moral culture of younger generation of Russia created with blessing of 
Alexy II of Moscow.

On 20 August 2010 she visited both the National Gallery and His-
tory Museum of Armenia along with the Armenian first lady Rita 
Sargsyan. Following the exhibition, the Armenian first lady showed 
her a 5500-year-old shoe which was discovered in 2008 in Vayots Dzor 
province. In addition to her native language, Russian, Medvedeva speaks 
French.Back to their childhood, they are childhood mates and Svetlana 
was the apple of Dmitry’s eyes. The two probably saw the possibility of 
their prospective relationship from their childhood but both of them 
took a long time before finally walking down the aisle. After her husband 
took office, Medvedeva worked to integrate the teachings of the Russian 
Orthodox Church into Russian culture.

She became the First Lady when her husband, Dmitry Medvedev, took 
over as President following his victory in Russian Presidential elections 
on 7 May 2008. Medvedeva headed the initiative for the institution of 
Family Day in Russia during that same year.

She has already caused something of media frenzy, though she shies 
away from photographers and rarely gives interviews. In an interview, 
she detailed her views on the interaction between the Russian Orthodox 
Church and the Government of Russia in promoting family policies. She 
has taken up the pro-life cause in Russia’s efforts to restrict abortion in 
2011. She is an advocate of children’s causes and Greek Orthodox-style 
spirituality. In April 2007, she was appointed head of a program called 
The Spiritual and Moral Culture of the Next Generation of Russia. The 
program establishes Orthodox Church orphanages, youth research 
expeditions, funds pilgrimages and finances youth film-making projects. 
In 2007, Medvedeva also supported the Russian Arts Festival in Cannes 
and helped secure funding for an Orthodox film festival.
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T
he ongoing trade spat between 
both the US allies in the North 
East Asia; South Korea and Japan 
is now seems taking some sort 
of military escalation as both the 
sides have started flexing military 
power along with hurling serious 

allegations against each other. This situation hints 
emergence of some kind of military standoff there 
in North East Asia.

Relations between Seoul and Tokyo have soured 
since South Korea’s Supreme Court ruled in October 
that Japanese companies should pay reparations to 
Korean laborers forced to work for them during 
Japan’s occupation of the Korean Peninsula (1910-
1945). Citing national security grounds, Japan 
restricted exports of three key materials to South 
Korea in July, and followed that by excluding the 
country from its white list of trusted trading partners 
a move reciprocated by Seoul.

On July 1, Japan announced that it would restrict 

the export to South Korea of three chemicals that 
are used to make semiconductors and flat screens 
key components of smartphones and other advanced 
technology. Compared with the huge trade war be-
tween the United States and China, only a handful of 
products are affected. But Japan’s move is targeted: 
South Korea is the biggest maker of chips, and Japan 
is the biggest supplier of the chemicals used in their 
manufacture.

Since the beginning of July, when Japan restricted 
exports of critical materials used in South Korea’s 
high-tech industry, the two countries have waged an 
escalating war of words. The latest escalation came 
as South Korea ended a critical intelligence-sharing 
agreement with Japan.  If it gets worse, the trade 
spat could end up permanently harming relations 
as well as disrupting the global smartphone industry 
right on the verge of the long-awaited rollout of fifth-
generation mobile technology. Two weeks after the 
spat began, there’s little sign it is easing up.

 A nearly six-hour meeting between Japanese 
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and South Korean officials on Friday was so 
acrimonious that the two sides argued about 
what was said and even over how to character-
ize the meeting in the first place. On July 15, 
South Korean President Moon Jae-in warned 
that the trade fight has broken the framework 
of economic cooperation that has lasted half 
a century. Also on the same day, the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) took up South 
Korea’s complaint about what it calls unfair 
Japanese trade practices.

Officially, Japan began restricting exports 
of three chemicals hydrogen fluoride gas, 
fluorinated polyimide, and photo resists over 
national security concerns. Japanese officials 
have hinted that South Korea doesn’t ade-
quately oversee the end use of those chemicals, 
which could also have military applications 
outside the technology field, even hinting that 
Seoul may have given North Korea access to 
some of the goods.

South Korean officials deny those allegations 
and have investigated the import and use of 
the chemicals and found no wrongdoing. The 
Japanese accusations are very serious, but they 
have not provided evidence of any collusion 
between South Korea and North Korea so 
far, said Céline Pajon, a Japan expert at the 
French Institute for International Relations 
(IFRI). This is very worrying for the state of 
bilateral relations, in particular in the absence 
of any political willingness from the US to 
mediate.

Now, South Korea has held biannual military 
exercises aimed at demonstrating control over 
a set of islets that are the source of a territorial 
dispute with Japan, a move that was likely to 
heighten tensions between Washington’s two 
key Asian allies. In the middle of the Sea of 
Japan, almost equidistant between Japan 
and Korea, jut two seemingly inconsequential 
craggy islets. They are no larger than Grand 
Central Terminal and yet the Liancourt Rocks 
or Dokdo Islands or Takeshima Islands de-
pending on who is asking are at the center of a 
diplomatic dispute between the two countries 
that goes back more than 300 years.

Though the Dokdo meaning ‘Solitary Island’ 
in Korean are not an obvious tourist destina-
tion (the journey from the Korean peninsula 
involves two three-hour boat trips and most of 
the island is inaccessible) enthusiastic Korean 
patriots visit the rocks in droves to exercise 
what they see as a civic duty. They wave flags, 
take selfies, play music, and walk along the 
promenade, taking in the dramatic coastline 
that they claim as their own.

On the east island is a Korean military base, 
where an army chief and 39 young recruits 
live on rotation. Two years of military service 
is mandatory in Korea and some choose to do 
theirs on Dokdo. It’s easy or hard depending 
on how you look at it. There’s not much they 
need to do but there’s not much to do. In the 
summer, two times a day, the young recruits 
put their uniform on and go down to welcome 
the tourists.

The tiny island’s life comes to a crescendo 

once a year with an annual commemorative 
parade. On June 8, to remember the Korean 
fishermen who were killed during a US 
bombing exercise on Dokdo in 1948, states-
men and family members gather in solemn 
celebration. It was very ceremonial but very 
much a PR event. The family members were 
crying even though they had of course never 
met their ancestors.  Relations between Seoul 
and Tokyo are already in their worst state in 
years as the two nations have engaged in a 
tit-for-tat escalation of tensions over historical 
and trade disputes.

Military exercise began three days after 
South Korea announced that it would termi-
nate a military intelligence sharing deal with 
Japan to retaliate against trade restrictions 
Tokyo had imposed earlier. The drill involved 
an unannounced number of navy and coast 
guard ships, air force planes and army and 
marine troops and took place around Dokdo, 

a set of largely uninhabitable volcanic outcrop-
pings off the east coast of South Korea. The 
country has administered Dokdo, keeping a 
contingent of armed coast guard officials there 
since the 1950s.

South Korea had delayed the first of two ex-
ercises planned for this year as it sparred with 
Japan over the trade dispute. Since early July, 
Japan has imposed a series of export controls 
on goods shipped to South Korea, leading 
many South Koreans to respond with protest 
marches and boycotts of Japanese goods.

After Japan decided this month to remove 
South Korea from its list of preferred trading 
partners, South Korea decided to push ahead 
with the exercise and decided on Thursday 
to terminate its military intelligence-sharing 
agreement with Japan. The dispute over the 
islets remains one of the most contentious 
unresolved issues from Japan’s often brutal 
colonial rule over the Korean Peninsula from 
1910 until its World War II defeat in 1945. The 
islets are surrounded by rich fishing grounds.

Japan accuses South Korea of occupying the 
islets illegally and has stepped up its campaign 

to highlight its territorial claim in recent 
decades. To South Koreans, Japan’s territo-
rial claim epitomizes its early 20th-century 
aggression and what they consider its refusal 
to atone for its colonial occupation of Korea. 
Russian and Chinese military planes flew 
together near the islets in an unprecedented 
joint training mission last month, forcing 
South Korean fighter jets to fire warning shots 
to drive away a Russian plane flying too closely 
to the islets. At the time, Japan protested the 
South Korean move.

Japan called the drills unacceptable and 
said it had lodged a protest with South Korea 
calling for them to end the drills. The island 
is obviously an inherent part of the territory 
of Japan, Kenji Kanasugi, the director-general 
at the ministry’s Asian and Oceanian Affairs 
Bureau, told the South Korean embassy in 
Tokyo in a statement. Tensions in the region 
have spiked amid a worsening political and 

economic spat between South Korea and 
Japan, a string of missile launches by North 
Korea, and increasingly assertive military 
patrols by China and Russia.

Tensions in the region have spiked amid 
a worsening political and economic spat 
between South Korea and Japan, a string 
of missile launches by North Korea, and 
increasingly assertive military patrols by 
China and Russia.The disputed islands have 
long been one of the most sensitive areas of 
contention between Japan and South Korea. A 
detachment of South Korean guards has been 
stationed there since the 1950s.

However, in a move likely to be welcomed in 
Seoul but rebuffed by Tokyo, China is seeking 
to use its regional influence to act as a mediator 
in the escalating trade dispute between South 
Korea and Japan. The spat over export controls 
will be a key agenda item when Beijing hosts 
the foreign ministers of the three Northeast 
Asian nations on Wednesday. To this end, 
Chinese state media published an academic’s 
commentary on Sunday that argued for Chi-
nese arbitration in the dispute.
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T
he nations that are members of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, or GCC 
make up over 1 million square 
miles. Population estimates show 
that over 54 million people live in 
all GCC nations. The total GDP 
of GCC nations is $3.464 trillion.

According to the latest IMF projections, the UAE 
economy grew by 1.7 per cent against the October 
forecast of 2.9 per cent in 2018. GDP growth in GCC 
countries is expected to improve slightly to 2.1 per 
cent in 2019, up from 2 per cent in 2018.

A 2011 initiative proposes creating a Gulf Union, 
which would strengthen economic, military, and 
political ties across the nations. This proposal 
is meant to counterbalance the influence of Iran 
throughout the region. The GCC nations are also 
pursuing structural reform initiatives in order to 
reduce the member nations’ dependence on oil.

GCC is an intergovernmental organization made 
up of six member nations. This organization is also 
known as the Cooperation Council for the Arab 
States of the Gulf. This union is made up of almost 

all of the Arab states in the Persian Gulf, with the 
exception of Iraq. The goal of the GCC is to promote 
unity across member nations based on common 
objectives as well as similar political and cultural 
views, which are based on the beliefs of Islam.

The GCC is expected to see an improvement in its 
GDP growth from 2.2 percent in 2018 to 2.6 percent 
in 2019. There will be many opportunities in the 
areas of banking, investment, industry and economic 
diversification. But with a risk that oil prices may 
falter, countries should prepare for these challenges 
to avoid downside surprises.

The economic outlook of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries remains positive as govern-
ments are taking the lead to boost economic growth 
and improve consumer and investor sentiments 
despite challenging times.  The growth in the GCC 
recovered to 2.2 per cent in 2018 but is expected at 
two per cent in 2019 after economies began slowing 
down as a result of their commitment to the recent 
organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) production-cut agreement.

In addition, expansionary fiscal policy will continue 
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to drive non-oil growth, which has picked up 
modestly from 2.5 per cent in 2018 to 3.2 per 
cent this year after a contraction of 0.4 per 
cent in 2017, as stated by many international 
institutions. However, global trade tensions are 
likely to hamper GCC growth indirectly. The 
region may be impacted secondarily due to the 
possibility of a fall in global crude oil prices, a 
slowdown in trade and the logistics industries, 
tariffs on aluminum, and an outflow of capital. 
That said, the strong economic foundations 
of GCC economies are expected to absorb the 
shocks of a global trade war.

Financial systems in the GCC have developed 
significantly in recent years, mainly due to 
banks, but there appears to be room for fur-
ther progress, as stated by the International 
Monetary Fund.

Additionally, financial soundness indicators 
suggest that the banking systems are well posi-
tioned, with strong capitalization and adequate 
liquidity, and well equipped to absorb potential 
shocks.

A further increase in policy rates in 2019, 
in line with the US Federal Reserve’s actions, 
may tighten financial conditions and put some 
pressure on credit growth, which will eventu-
ally hit non-oil sectors. Overall, the banking 
systems in GCC countries remain steady 
and show improvement in their operating 
conditions. Despite some weakening, loan 
performance still remains strong, supported by 
a robust capital flow due to the recent increases 
in oil prices. Credit is expected to grow due to 
increased government spending, expanding 
economic activity.

Weak productivity growth has been a drag 
on the Gulf Region’s GDP growth over the 
past decade. In the next decade, productivity 
will remain subdued, but there is upside. This 
will strongly depend on the region’s success 
in strengthening other qualitative factors in 
driving growth. Importantly, the composition 
of the workforce will have to become more 
skilled, and investment will need to shift 
towards more high-quality assets including 
digital assets.

Quantitative sources of growth, however, 
such as investment in physical assets and work-
ers, will remain dominant drivers of growth. 
With its overreliance on oil and gas production 
and limited productivity growth, GDP growth 
for the Gulf Region is likely to be around 2.6 
percent in the next decade, only slightly above 
2.5 percent during the last 5 years.

Oil producers in the Middle East will also 
see limited growth in the oil sector, the 
traditional engine of economic growth and a 
primary source of government revenues, given 
the anticipated extension of the output cuts 
by OPEC+ to balance the international oil 
markets. We see oil prices averaging around 
US$67pb in 2019, down by some 5.6% from 
the average of US$71pb last year. Lower oil 
prices pose a challenge for a number of GCC 
countries that rely heavily on hydrocarbon 
receipts to balance their budgets, notably 
Bahrain and Oman.

The burden of generating economic growth 
and employment is expected to fall more 
on the non-oil sector in 2019, supported by 
various pro-growth government initiatives, 
expansionary budgets and fiscal stimulus 
plans, especially in Saudi and the UAE, the two 
largest GCC economies. It is expected that the 
non-oil sector in the GCC to accelerate from 
an estimated 2.3% last year to 2.6% in 2019.

Indeed, several proxy indicators of economic 
activity paint a positive picture, with the credit 
to the private sector trending up in most GCC 
countries, while the quarterly average of the 
PMI index, a gauge of the health of the private 
sector, continued to show some improvements 
in Q1 2019 in both Saudi and UAE compared 
to Q4 2018. 

In other notable developments, deflation-
ary pressures were evident in several GCC 
countries in the beginning of 2019, largely 
reflecting material declines in the housing 
and utilities component of the CPI index, 
which traditionally has the largest weight in 
the consumer basket. The drop in the housing 
and utilities component comes amid weak 
real estate markets in several GCC economies 
in the face of sluggish job markets, subdued 
demand, an exodus of expat workers in Saudi 
and supply and demand mismatches in the 
real estate market in the UAE. However, to 
achieve more sustainable growth, the GCC 
countries need to support fiscal consolidation, 
economic diversification, and increase private 
sector-led job creation, especially for women 
and young people.

Government spending cuts have led to a 
four-year slump in project activity in the 
GCC, but reasons for optimism are provided 
by stabilising oil prices and the launch of new 
megaprojects

After two decades of expansion, the GCC 
construction industry is at a turning point in 
its development. Last year, about $63.4bn of 
construction and transport project contracts 
were awarded in the GCC, the worst year since 
2012. Awards were 8.4 per cent down on 2017, 
and far below the $111.8bn of awards in 2014, 
the best year on record.

Cutbacks in capital spending by government 
and private sector project sponsors on the back 
of lower oil prices since 2014 have triggered a 
four-year slump in project activity in the Gulf 
construction sector that has shown little sign 
of recovery in 2019. Despite the expectation 
at the beginning of the year that 2019 would 
mark the start of a recovery, these hopes have 
not been realised in the first half of the year, 
with a total of about $22.4bn of construction 
and transport project contracts awarded in the 
GCC in the six months up to 30 June 2019.

The pickup in oil prices since the middle 
of 2017 as a result of the agreement between 
Opec and non-Opec oil-producing countries to 
place a cap on oil production has had a positive 
impact on the region’s economic outlook and 
eased the pressure on government finances. 
But while this will lead to an increase in 
government spending on infrastructure, and 

support a return to growth in real estate invest-
ment, it is likely to be 2020 before contrac-
tors can start to look forward with renewed 
optimism.   

The lack of new project opportunities over 
the past four years has forced contractors to 
lower tender bid prices to win work, eroding 
profit margins. At the same time, fiscal tight-
ening by governments has led to lengthening 
delays in contract payments. Together, these 
factors are causing severe cash flow difficul-
ties for contractors and their suppliers. Many 
companies have chosen to downsize and 
restructure their operations, and some inter-
national players have left the region.

Dubai has been the primary driver of 
construction activity in the Gulf, boosted by 
infrastructure spending in advance of Expo 
2020. While the first half of 2019 has seen a 
slowdown in awards, the UAE has maintained 
its top spot as the best-performing construc-
tion market, with about $10.9bn of awards in 
the first six months of the year. However, faced 
with an oversupply in the property market, 
momentum in Dubai’s construction cycle has 
slowed. The value of contract awards has fallen 
at the same time as the value of projects being 
completed is rising.

The focus now is Saudi Arabia, which has 
huge infrastructure development plans. But 
Riyadh’s aim of delivering these plans through 
the private sector is only beginning to build 
momentum. In the short term, the best 
prospects lie in the oil and gas sector, where 
investment is accelerating, or in the power and 
water sector, where private finance is more 
forthcoming.

Despite the expectation of a return to spend-
ing in Saudi Arabia, construction and trans-
port project spending looks set to fall again 
in the GCC in 2019. Nevertheless, there is a 
huge pipeline of projects planned in the GCC. 
As of 30 June 2019, there were about $1.2tn 
of known construction and transport projects 
planned or under construction in the GCC.

Breaking the figures down, at the mid-point 
of 2019 there were about $578bn of construc-
tion and transport projects in execution 
and about $597bn of known projects were 
planned. Of this, about $123bn of construc-
tion and transport projects were at some stage 
of tendering or procurement. About $235bn 
of construction and transport projects were 
in design, while a further $239bn of projects 
were under study.

A further $1.1bn of planned developments 
have been promised through megaprojects 
such as Saudi Arabia’s $500bn Neom City, 
although projects have yet to be defined on 
large parts of these master plans. New forms 
of project procurement and finance such as 
public-private partnerships are gaining trac-
tion, and we are also seeing the emergence 
of major new construction clients such as 
Riyadh’s Public Investment Fund. With all 
these changes taking place, companies must 
think more strategically about their next moves 
in the GCC construction industry.
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T
he Amazon rainforest covers 2.1 
million square miles, is often 
referred to as the lungs of the 
planet and produces 20 percent 
of the oxygen in our planet’s 
atmosphere. The Amazon is a 
key component of Earth’s climate 

system. It holds about a quarter as much carbon as 
the entire atmosphere and single-handedly absorbs 
about 5% of all the CO2 we emit each year. 

However, an unprecedented number of fires have 
raged throughout Brazil in 2019, intensifying in 
August. There have been more than 74,000 fires so 
far this year, the most ever recorded by the country’s 
National Institute for Space Research (INPE). It’s a 
roughly 80 percent jump compared to the number 
of fires the country experienced over the same time 
period in 2018. More than half of those fires are 
taking place in the Amazon.

The fires have spread to Bolivia and Paraguay. 
The smoke can be felt in Uruguay and Argentina. 
Previously, satellite images showed fires in the 
Brazilian states of Amazonas, Rondonia, Para 
and Mato Grosso. The state of Amazonas is most 
affected.  Effects of damage to the Amazon go far 
beyond Brazil and its neighbors. The world would 
drastically change if the rainforest were to disap-
pear, with impacts on everything from farms to 
drinking water.

The fires have sparked an international outcry, 
but there was no surprise to those who keep a close 
watch on the Amazon. Satellite images in May, June 
and July showed an uptick in deforestation. It was 
only a matter of time before the flames followed. 

Experts say deforestation and a practice called 
slash-and-burn are to blame for most of the flames. 
People cut down patches of forest, allow the area to 
dry out, and then set the remains ablaze to make 
room for agriculture or other development. They 
might also set fires to replenish the soil and encour-
age the growth of pastures for cattle. Brazil is the 
world’s top exporter of beef, according to the US 
Department of Agriculture.

The Amazon rainforest, covering much of north-
western Brazil and extending into Colombia, Peru 
and other South American countries, is the world’s 
largest tropical rainforest, famed for its biodiversity. 
It’s crisscrossed by thousands of rivers, including the 
powerful Amazon. River towns, with 19th-century 

architecture from rubber-boom days, include Bra-
zil’s Manaus and Belém and Peru’s Iquitos and 
Puerto Maldonado.The Amazon Rainforest is 
located in 9 different countries but the majority of 
it (around 60%) is located in Brazil. The rest of it 
can be found in Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana 
(which is technically an overseas territory). The 
Amazon rainforest is home to a very diverse range 
of species, many of which are not found elsewhere 
in the world. The Amazon rainforest is a moist, 
broadleaf forest. It covers most of the Amazon 
Basin in South America. 

The Amazon rainforest has long been recognized 
as a repository of ecological services not only for 
local tribes and communities, but also for the rest 
of the world. It is also the only rainforest that we 
have left in terms of size and diversity. But as forests 
burn and global warming worsens, the impact of 
Amazon deforestation continues to gradually undo 
the fragile ecological processes that have been re-
fined over millions of years. Ironically, as rainforest 
continues to disappear, scientific work from the last 
two decades has shed light on the critical ties that 
link the health of rainforests to the rest of the world. 

Tropical forests and woodlands (e.g. savannas) 
exchange vast amounts of water and energy with 
the atmosphere and are thought to be important 
in controlling local and regional climates. Water 
released by plants into the atmosphere through 
evapotranspiration (evaporation and plant tran-
spiration) and to the ocean by the rivers, influences 
world climate and the circulation of ocean currents. 
This works as a feedback mechanism, as the pro-
cess also sustains the regional climate on which it 
depends.

Fires are raging at a record rate in Brazil’s Amazon 
rainforest, and scientists warn that it could strike 
a devastating blow to the fight against climate 
change. The Amazon is often referred to as the 
planet’s lungs, producing 20% of the oxygen in the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

Instead, most fires in the Amazon are caused by 
humans, set either accidentally or intentionally. 
Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research found 
the country has lost more than 1,330 square miles 
of forest cover to development since January, when 
President Jair Bolsonaro took office. Pretty much 
everything is started by humans. When reporters 
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asked Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
about the fires in Brazil, he pointed to the 
fact that it’s a time of year when farmers 
purposefully use fire to clear land a seasonal 
cycle called queimada. 

Faced with this ecological devastation, 
WWF calls on the countries of the region 
Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, 
Venezuela, Guyana and Suriname to protect 
the Amazon, fight deforestation and reduce 
the causes behind these fires, According to 
Greenpeace’s research, 75 percent of the 
23,006 hot spots the group recorded in 
the Amazon in the first 20 days of August 
occurred in areas were forest in 2017.

Brazil’s environmental minister, Ricardo 
Salles, tweeted to say the fires were caused 
by dry weather, wind, and heat. However, 
meteorologists said the fires are definitely 
human-induced, and cannot be attributed to 
natural causes like lightning strikes. He has 
spent three decades fighting fires in Mato 
Grosso, one of the region’s most affected 
by the ongoing fires. According to Barroso, 
more than 10,400 firefighters are spread 
thin across 5.5 million square kilometers in 
the Amazon and hotspots break out in the 
locations they’re unable to cover.

Now scientists say that’s not their biggest 
concern. They’re far more worried about 
what the fires represent: a dramatic increase 
in illegal deforestation that could deprive 
the world of a critical buffer against climate 
change. More than a soccer field’s worth 
of Amazon forest is falling every minute, 
according to Brazil’s National Institute for 
Space Research, known as INPE. Prelimi-
nary estimates from satellite data revealed 
that deforestation in June rose almost 90% 
compared with the same month last year, 
and by 280% in July. But if such rapid 
deforestation continues, it will foil efforts 
to keep global temperatures in check.

Instead of axes and machetes, people 
now use bulldozers and giant tractors with 
chains to pull down the Amazon’s towering 
trees. A few months later, they torch the 
trunks. It’s the only realistic way to remove 
such huge amounts of biomass. It’s slash 
and burn, 21st century. Thousands of acres 
at a time are being cleared for large-scale 
agriculture, he added. 

The land is primarily used as pasture 
for cattle one of Brazil’s major exports or 
for crops such as soybeans. This marks a 
troubling reversal in the fight to end defor-
estation, long a linchpin of global climate 
policy. In 2004, the Brazilian government 
began cracking down on forest destruction 
by designating more protected areas and re-
serves for indigenous people. Violators were 
fined or arrested and forest loss declined 
75% by 2012. 

Left to nature, the Amazon rarely burns. 
But INPE has counted more than 25,000 
blazes in the Amazon in August alone. The 

smoke grew so thick it cast the city of Sao 
Paulo, which lies more than 1,000 miles 
away, into daytime darkness. Scientists fear 
parts of the Amazon could pass a critical 
threshold and transform from a lush rain-
forest into a dry, woody grassland. And that 
could bring catastrophic consequences not 
only for people in South America, but also 
for everyone around the world. 

According to environmentalists, the 
Amazon plays a key role in offsetting our 
emissions and sequestering carbon. But 
already, climate change has suppressed the 
forest’s ability to such up Co2 by one-third, 
and in the worst years, fires release about 
as much carbon as the forest traps. Now if 
large swaths of the forest transform, about 
50 billion tons of stored carbon roughly 10 
times the world’s annual emissions could 
escape. Damage to the Amazon could reduce 

its powerful cooling effects too. 
When water evaporates from tree leaves, 

it removes heat from the atmosphere. As 
a result, tropical forests act like giant air 
conditioners, both locally and globally. Ac-
cording to one analysis, protected forests 
in the Brazilian state of Mato Grosso were 
3 degrees Celsius (5.4 Fahrenheit) lower 
than surrounding pastures and farms. 
Residents of South America would suffer 
some of the direst effects of a transformed 
forest. Millions of indigenous people live in 
the Amazon and depend on the forest for 
survival. 

Scientists already see worrisome changes. 
In the southeastern Amazon, the dry season 
lasts 3 weeks longer than it did 40 years ago. 
A latest research suggests that a tipping 
point could occur when deforestation hits 

20% to 25%. The Amazon has lost between 
15% and 17% of its trees, and at current de-
forestation rates, the rainforest could cross 
threshold in 15 to 30 years.

Scientists also fear that over time, the 
Amazon could suffer so much deforesta-
tion that a feedback loop could turn it into 
an African-savanna-type landscape. If 
another 20% of the Amazon were to dis-
appear roughly 20% of the Amazon has 
already been cut down in Brazil in the past 
50 years, according to the Intercept some 
experts think that could trigger a process 
called a dieback, in which the rest of the 
forest dries out and burns.

If that happens, up to 140 billion tons of 
stored carbon could get released into the 
atmosphere, which would cause a further 
uptick in already rising global temperatures. 
The Amazon is incredibly important for our 

future, for our ability to stave off the worst 
of climate change, Christian Poirier, the 
program director of non-profit organization 
Amazon Watch. This isn’t hyperbole. We’re 
looking at untold destruction not just of the 
Amazon but for our entire planet.

Greenpeace said forest fires and climate 
change operate in a vicious circle. As the 
number of fires increase, greenhouse gas 
emissions do too. This makes the planet’s 
overall temperature rise, the organization 
said. As the temperature increases, extreme 
weather events like major droughts happen 
more often. In addition to increasing emis-
sions, deforestation contributes directly to 
a change in rainfall patterns in the affected 
region, extending the length of the dry 
season, further affecting forests, biodiversity, 
agriculture and human health. 
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India’s Kashmir decision ominous: Ambassador Yao Jing
Chinese Ambassador Yao Jing said that the unilateral decision of the Indian government that changes the status of Kashmir will have a very negative 
repercussion on peace and stability in the region. Indian government went to take a unilateral decision, changing the status of Kashmir and this will definitely 
have negative repercussion. We are closely watching the situation. Both Pakistan and China are working together to maintain peace and stability in the region. 
This ambassador made this short-statement at the outset of his speech, he delivered at a ceremony held here at the Chinese embassy, awarding government’s 
scholarships to the Pakistani students. The ceremony was attended by newly appointed Chinese Deputy Head of Mission/Minister Counsellor Pang Chunxue 
and Director Higher Education Commission (HEC) Mohammad Raza Chohan, besides the recipients of scholars, males and females from various educational 
institutions of the country. 



MélangeSeptember 2019 39

Diplomatic 
Corner

DiploGreen Initiative launched
In a rare collaborative mode, a number of diplomatic missions launched a new initiative DiploGreen under which Islamabad’s diplomatic enclave 
would be turned into a clean and green capital. DiploGreeen is a community-wide collaboration led by missions of Canada, France, Germany, Japan, 
the Netherlands, the UK and the United States, with an aim of raising environmental awareness while maintaining a clean and green diplomatic 
enclave in Islamabad. DiploGreen’s launch event a clean-up and recycling campaign  also supports Islamabad’s plastic-free campaign, recently 
announced by the Ministry of Climate Change. As a first effort under this initiative, employees and volunteers from the Canadian, French, German, 
Japanese, Dutch, UK and US Missions, joined by numerous other representatives from the diplomatic community, led a two-hour recycling drive 
and clean-up across the diplomatic enclave on Wednesday morning.
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Farewell to Zhao Lijian, welcome to Ms.Pang Chunxue
The deputy chief of mission at the Chinese embassy, Zhao Lijian, receives a shield from Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs Chairman Senator 
Mushahid Hussain Syed at a reception in Islamabad. The outgoing deputy chief of mission at the Chinese embassy, Zhao Lijian, was honoured at 
a large farewell dinner at the Marriott Hotel last week. The event was attended by his colleagues from the diplomatic community, government 
officials and private sector and civil society members. Among the prominent guests were senators Mushahid Hussain Syed and Sherry Rehman.  
Zhao spent four and a half years in Pakistan as the deputy chief of mission as well as another term earlier in his career. He has been the main 
coordinator and specialist for the embassy’s cooperation under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the Belt and Road Initiative.

Diplomatic Corner
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20th anniversary of accession to the throne of His Majesty King Mohammed VI
Ambassador of Morocco Mohamed Karmoune hosted a grand reception to celebrate twentieth anniversary of accession to the throne of His Majesty King 
Mohammed VI.  A large number guests hailing from various walks of life attended the reception. The venue was beautifully decorated with Moroccan 
traditional piece of art. Chairman Kashmir Committee Syed Fakhar Imam was the chief guest while Moroccan Consul General in Karachi Ishtiaq Baig also 
attended the event. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of Morocco and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in 1958, 
the relationships between the two countries, are marked by their harmonious and evolving character, therefore, subsequently this has been mutually 
beneficially in convergence of points of view of both countries within international bodies.

Diplomatic 
Corner
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A
s many as twenty families of the 
speaking and hearing impaired 
children have been selected by 
the Pakistan Bait-Ul-Mal (PBM) 
for provision of cochlear implant. 
The selection of the children was 
made through a draw in an event 

held here on Monday. The event was attended by 
the Managing Director PBM Aon Abbas Buppi, 
President Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR), Amna Malik, Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan, 
Members of National Assembly Ali Nawaz Awaz 
Awan and Sahibzada Sibghat Ullah.

Addressing the event, MD PBM said that the 
awarding of cochlear implant to the deserving 
children would open another chapter of public 
serving in the history of Pakistan Bait-Ul-Mal. This 
responsibility was fulfilled as a challenge, because it 
was difficult to achieve the task with limited resources 
of the institution, he added.

Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) and Melange Media Group (MMG) 
is launching an aggressive campaign to support 
initiative of Pakistan Bait-ul-mal (PBM). In this 
regard, an aggressive campaign was launched, he 
said adding that the friends and donators were 
approached for help so that these children could be 
able them to speak and listen for whole life.

Aon Abbas while highlighting the success stated 
that around 20 children were being treated with Rs 
13 million on initial basis, he asked the influential 
community to donate the small portion of their 
wealth. Pakistan Bailt-Ul-Mal had received 58 

applications of the deserving families whom 
children were eligible for cochlear implant, he said 
and added these applications were approved by the 
Capital Development Authority (CDA) hospital. 
Sharing the details of expenditures, he said that per 
children treatment cost would be around Rs 1.3 
million, adding; out of the total expenditures around 
one million would be spent by the PBM while the 
remaining amount would be arranged by the CDA 
hospital.

He said that I have the authority to select any child 
by using my discretionally powers but these were all 
mine children and we have to fulfill the dream of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan of Riasat-e-Madina in 
which everyone would have equal rights. Managing 
Director PBM expressed his intention to ensure 
implementation on all applications soon. He said that 
provision of cochlear implant would also be ensured 
to the children before five years of age.

On the occasion, the participants were informed 
that the deserving people could apply for cochlear 
implant through online app of the PBM.  Aon Abbas 
Buppi also appealed the riches of the country to 
support Pakistan Bait-Ul-Mal for the treatment of 
poor impaired children.

Ali Muhammad Khan on the occasion while lauding 
the services of Abbas Bappi said that he is an asset of 
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). Speaking on the 
occasion, MNA’s Ali Nawaz Nawaz Awan and Sibghat 
Ullah said that PTI was taking serious steps for the 
provision of basic necessities including treatment and 
education to the poor segments of the country.

Here comes good news for around 400 poor minor 
children highly vulnerable to lifelong hearing loss, 

Pakistan Bailt-Ul-
Mal has received 

58 applications 
of the deserving 

families whom 
children are eligible 

for cochlear 
implant

PBM to provide 
cochlear implant to 
impaired children

Writer is the CEO of Melange 
Digital Marketing and an expert 

on Political Economy and 
Director of Bandial Group

Hadi Bandial
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who have long been protesting the suspension 
of government funding to the country’s 
only public sector cochlear implant centre 
functioning in the federal capital.

Earlier, Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan insisted that the 
federal cabinet will soon approve a summary 
for the provision of Rs 500 million funds to 
the CDA Hospital for giving away hearing 
aids to those children. The minister told the 
National Assembly that more funds would be 
allocated for the purpose in the next budget. 
He, however, said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
wanted the Pakistan Baitul Mal to be used for 
the care of those children.

The minister said he would take up the issue 
in the cabinet for early approval of Rs500 
million summary in view of the sensitivity of 
the issue. Speaker of National Assembly Asad 
Qaiser said he would chair a meeting of the 
relevant officials in his chamber to address the 
issue on an urgent basis.

The last grant for cochlear implant cases was 
released by June 30, 2018. The centre got no 
funds thereafter despite repeated requests by 
parents of the children and medical board to 
the Prime Minister’s Office.

The centre put up at the ENT Department 
of the Capital Hospital in G-6/2 in March 
2016 with the collaboration of the National 
Special Education Centre for Hearing Impaired 
Children has so far performed 150 surgeries 
to implant hearing devices in minor children 
whom conventional deaf-aids didn’t benefit.

Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal has started registration 
for Prime Minister‘s Fatal Diseases Treatment 
Program of Cochlear Implants. Poor/Deserving 
Patients can register by using following 
registration performa. Your application will 
be further submitted to Medical Board for 

consideration.
Disabling hearing loss refers to hearing loss 

greater than 40 decibels (dB) in the better 
hearing ear in adults and a hearing loss 
greater than 30 dB in the better hearing ear in 
children. The majority of people with disabling 

hearing loss live in low- and middle-income 
countries.

The cochlea is the part of the inner ear 
involved in hearing. It is a spiral-shaped cavity 
in the bony labyrinth, in humans making 2 
turns(full) and a 3/4(3 quarters) turn around 
its axis, the modiolus. The name cochlea derives 

from Ancient Greek meaning ‘spiral, snail shell’.
Deafness is clinically and genetically 

heterogeneous and can be caused by 
environmental as well as genetic factors. It 
is estimated that the prevalence of profound 
bilateral hearing loss is 1.6 per 1000 in 
Pakistan and 70% of hearing loss arises in 
consanguineous-families.

According to the World Health Organization 
over 5% of the world’s population or 466 
million people have disabling hearing loss 
(432 million adults and 34 million children). 
It is estimated that by 2050 over 900 million 
people or one in every ten people will have 
disabling hearing loss. Approximately one third 
of people over 65 years of age are affected by 
disabling hearing loss. The prevalence in this 
age group is greatest in South Asia, Asia Pacific 
and sub-Saharan Africa. 

‘Deaf ’ people mostly have profound 
hearing loss, which implies very little or no 
hearing. They often use sign language for 
communication. A person who is not able to 
hear as well as someone with normal hearing 
hearing thresholds of 25 dB or better in both 
ears – is said to have hearing loss. Hearing loss 
may be mild, moderate, severe, or profound. 
It can affect one ear or both ears, and leads to 
difficulty in hearing conversational speech or 
loud sounds.

Hard of hearing refers to people with hearing 
loss ranging from mild to severe. People who 
are hard of hearing usually communicate 
through spoken language and can benefit 
from hearing aids, cochlear implants, and 
other assistive devices as well as captioning. 
People with more significant hearing losses 
may benefit from cochlear implants.

A cochlear implant is an electronic device 
that partially restores hearing. It can be an 
option for people who have severe hearing 
loss from inner-ear damage and who receive 
limited benefit from hearing aids. A 10-year 
retrospective analysis of 57 patients showed 
that the CI malfunctioned in just 4 cases (7 
percent). Other studies have found similar 
results. If implant failure has the highest rate 
at less than 10 percent of all surgeries, you 
can assume that your chances for a successful 
cochlear implant are pretty high.

For the majority of patients, the sound 
quality will continually improve over the first 
six to twelve months. The cochlear implant is 
a lifelong commitment. Since 2000, cochlear 
implants have been FDA-approved for use in 
eligible children beginning at 12 months of age. 
For young children who are deaf or severely 
hard-of-hearing, using a cochlear implant 
while they are young exposes them to sounds 
during an optimal period to develop speech 
and language skills

An implant works by electrically stimulating 
sections of the cochlear or inner ear. Different 
sections of the cochlea are stimulated for 
different sounds. When a high pitch sound 
such as s or sh is detected by the speech 
processor microphone, the electrodes at one 
end of the cochlea are stimulated.

A Few causes of hearing loss
Congenital causes may lead to 
hearing loss being present at or 
acquired soon after birth.
 • Hearing loss can be caused by 

hereditary and non-hereditary 
genetic factors or by certain 
complications during pregnancy 
and childbirth, including:

 • Maternal rubella, syphilis or certain 
other infections during pregnancy;

 • Low birth weight;
 • Birth asphyxia (a lack of oxygen at 

the time of birth);
 • Inappropriate use of particular 

drugs during pregnancy, such as 
aminoglycosides, cytotoxic drugs, 
antimalarial drugs, and diuretics;

 • Severe jaundice in the neonatal 
period, which can damage the 
hearing nerve in a newborn infant.



Mélange September 201944

Random Clicks

Turkish Victory Day celebrated
Turkish ambassador Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul hosted a grand reception to mark the Victory day of Turkey. Prominent personalities including high ranking 
civil and military officials and a large number of diplomats attended the reception. In deference to the bravery of Turkish soldiers, this event was attended 
by many senior officers of the Pakistan armed forces; defence attaches and advisors from the diplomatic defence corps and some guests from Pakistan 
civil society. The guest of honour was CJCSC, General Zubair Mahmood Hayat. SAPM on Information Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan was also included among the 
distinguished guests.Two videos were screened on the occasion. One was about the progress Turkey is making in different spheres of life like education 
etc: while the other was an actual account of the war and the occasion that was being marked. 
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P
akistan and Turkmenistan enjoy 
close, cordial relations marked 
by trust and understanding. 
These ties are characterized by 
mutual respect, shared percep-
tions and common desire to 

promote peace, stability 
and development in 

the region. The two 
countries also 

cooperate 
closely in 

region-
al and 

multilateral forums. Dean of Diplomatic Corps 
and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of Turkmenistan Atajan Movlamov 
has played significant role in the promotion 
of bilateral ties between both the brotherly 
nations.

As part of the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor, Pakistan has finalised land routes (since 
January 2016) designed to provide access to 
Central Asian states, such as Turkmenistan to 
Pakistan. Both Turkmenistan and Pakistan are 
members of the Economic Cooperation Organi-
zation. Since his appointment as ambassador 
back in 2012, he has been active on almost all 
the fronts for strengthening and cementing co-
operation between both the countries in diverse 
fields and sectors.

In November 2016, Pakistan joined the 
Ashgabat Agreement which aims to export 
Turkmen gas throughout the region in addition 
to the Lapis Lazuli corridor designed to facilitate 
trade. Pakistan affirmed commitments to 
Turkmenistan in a Sustainable Transport con-
ference where Pakistan affirmed that Regional 
connectivity and economic integration are 
key pillars of Pakistan’s foreign policy.  Trade 

with Pakistan has been entirely in 
favour of Turkmenistan over 

the past ten years. In 
2016, imports were 

$4.00 million, and 
exports stood 

a t  $ 2 4 . 9 6 
million, 
resulting 
in a trade 
surplus of 
$20.96 
million.

Ambas-
sador 
Atajan 
Movlamov 
has been 

actively 
pursuing his 

well conceived 
a g e n d a  o f 

taking forward 
cooperation with 

Pakistan; therefore, he 

is frequently visible on diplomatic, political and 
other fronts, busy in the holding serious discus-
sions with relevant and concerned quarters. In 
this connection, he holds parleys with economic, 
diplomatic, political and strategic leadership of 
Pakistan.

Diplomacy of Par Excellence  
Atajan Movlamov

Dean of Diplomatic Corps and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Turkmenistan
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On 19th August 2019, while speaking at a 

think tank here Ambassador Atajan Movla-
mov hinted about the establishment of joint 
research centers to promote future cooperation 
between both the countries. Joint Research and 
student exchange programs can be initiated to 
strengthen the relationship of Pakistan and 
Turkmenistan. Cultural and art related activities 
can also boost our friendly relationship.

Some two weeks back, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov held fruitful discussion with Min-
ister of State / Chairman, Board of Investment 
(BOI) Zubair Gilani, on future prospects of 
investments available on both the sides. Ear-
lier, in March this year, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov held a meeting with Power Minister 
Omer Ayub Khan and said that cost of power 
supply from Turkmenistan would be affordable 
for Pakistan. Both discussed matters relating 
to mutual cooperation, especially in the field 
of energy.

The ambassador opined investors in Turk-
menistan were closely following developments 
in Pakistan and were keen to invest in various 
flourishing sectors. Turkmenistan has also 
proposed electricity export to Pakistan through 
a transmission line via Afghanistan, besides the 
TAPI gas pipeline. Since the price of electricity 
supply from Turkmenistan is highly affordable, 
it will benefit Pakistan in many ways.

In February this year, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov held a meeting with Speaker 
National Assembly Asad Qaiser and said the 
relation between Pakistan and Turkmenistan 
are based on strategic interest and the Turk-
menistan’s nation cannot forget that it was 
Pakistan which accepted the independent status 
of Turkmenistan in 1991.

While talking about TAPI gas pipeline project, 
he mentioned that it will not only be limited 
to gas supply but also consists of roads, train 
and power transmission line. He said that 
Turkmenistan believes in mutual cooperation 
with Pakistan and wishes to further enhance 
this cooperation. He said the Foreign Minister 
of Turkmenistan will visit Pakistan soon.

While NA Speaker was of the view that 
Pakistan is committed to cementing trade and 
economic relations with Turkmenistan; TAPI 
pipeline is not just an energy pipeline but a 
milestone in forging greater integration between 
South and Central Asian nations. Pakistan 
confidently counts on Turkmenistan’s coopera-
tion for restraining Pakistan’s energy dip. TAPI 
project can be dovetailed with CPEC and wished 
that parliaments of both countries could play a 
proactive role in this regard.

Same month, along with Chairman TAPI Gas 
Pipeline Project Muhammet Murat Amanov 
and Managing Director Inter State Gas System 
(ISGS) Mubin Solat, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov called on Chairman Senate Sadiq 
Sanjrani.

They noted with satisfaction both Pakistan 
and Turkmenistan have taken measures for 
early implementation of this important regional 
project.  Survey related activities in majority of 
the areas have been completed whereas some 

components of the project need further survey, 
which would be completed soon. The necessary 
documentations have also been completed and 
different financial institutions are also onboard 
for execution of the project. 

TAPI Gas Pipeline Project is of utmost impor-
tance as it would not only provide connectivity 
with the Europe through the Central Asia but 
also help meet the energy requirements of the 
region. Different associated projects with this 
pipeline are also beneficial for the country and 
the region’s overall development and progress. 

In January this year, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov called then Petroleum Minister 
Ghulam Sarwar Khan and discussed matters 
pertaining to mutual interest between both the 
countries. Ambassador appreciated the progress 
being made in Pakistan on the Turkmenistan 
Pakistan India Afghanistan (TAPI) Gas pipeline.

Through this pipeline Turkmenistan will pro-
vide gas to Pakistan and India via Afghanistan.  
Pakistan will receive 1300 million cubic feet 
gas form TAPI. The Ambassador emphasized 
that his country is cognizant of the close mutual 
bonds of friendship, brotherhood and mutual 
cooperation that exists between both the coun-
tries. Ghulam Sarwar Khan reciprocated these 
sentiments.

The Minister assured the Ambassador that 
Pakistan remains fully committed to the suc-
cessful implementation of the TAPI Gas pipeline 
project. He termed the project vital to Pakistan’s 
energy portfolio and a catalyst for closer regional 
integration, peace and harmony. In the near 
future Petroleum Division and TAPI Pipeline 
Corporation will sign an essential document 
.The Ambassador said that economy of Turk-
menistan depends upon oil and gas.

In November last year, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov who is also the Dean of Diplomatic 
Corps called on the President Dr Arif Alvi and 
both underscored the importance of further 
strengthening bilateral trade and economic 
relations between the two countries. They also 
stressed the need for creating synergies and 
linkages between the business communities 
of the both countries. Turkmenistan can play 
an important role as a hub for energy in the 
region. Pakistan’s commitment to the early 
implementation of Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India (TAPI) gas pipeline project was 
also reaffirmed. The President Alvi appreciated 
the services of Atadjan Movlamov as Ambas-
sador of Turkmenistan to Pakistan since 2012.

In July last year, while speaking in an interac-
tive session of a think tank here Ambassador 
Atadjan Movlamov has said that his Central 
Asian republic can be termed as the heart of 
Great Silk Road having a great potential to 
connect the nations and cultures. Turkmeni-
stan was focusing on adopting the concept of 
modern development, based on centuries-old 
experience, cultural traditions, rich spiritual 
heritage and human values.

The Great Silk Road was considered to be 
one of the successful achievements of ancient 
civilizations and Turkmenistan was significant 
being pivotal part of the route. Pakistan and 

Turkmenistan enjoyed cordial relations, which 
were characterised by bonds of historical, cul-
tural and religious affinity and mutual respect. 
He stressed further cooperation in diverse fields 
to strengthen friendship between the people of 
two countries.

Later in same month, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov discussed Minister for Energy 
Barrister Syed Ali Zafar in detail the level of 
progress and implementation so far achieved 
in TAPI gas pipeline project and reiterated their 
resolve to further augment mutual support for 
timely implementation of the energy project. 
He also briefed the minister on the present 
status of TAPI gas pipeline project and said the 
project would start a new era of cooperation 
among regional countries. Pakistan would like 
to enhance cooperation and collaboration with 
Turkmenistan in various areas mutually benefi-
cial to each other, according to a press release.

Dilating upon the importance of Turkmeni-
stan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas 
pipeline project, the minister said the landmark 
energy project would not only fulfill the energy 
requirements but would also open avenues to 
generate economic activities helping people to 
ameliorate their standards of living. Pakistan 
is keen to strengthen bilateral ties by further 
extending cooperation in multiple areas of 
mutual interest.

In February last year, Ambassador Atadjan 
Movlamov called on then National Security 
Adviser Lt. General (r) Nasser Khan Janjua 
and discussed matters pertaining to promotion 
of bilateral relations, issues regarding defence 
cooperation and overall regional security 
situation came under discussion. Both sides 
agreed to take steps to strengthen bilateral 
relations between the two countries. Pakistan 
and Turkmenistan share historic, cultural and 
religious bonds. Over the years both Pakistan 
and Turkmenistan had successfully developed 
excellent diplomatic relations.

“Our leadership is keen to strengthen these ties 
further by extending cooperation in multiple 
areas including political, defence and economic 
sector such as trade and energy he added. The 
Ambassador stressed the need of increasing the 
momentum of bilateral meetings to strengthen 
cooperation. Discussing TAPI gas pipeline pro-
ject, the envoy said that Turkmenistan considers 
Pakistan as a strategic partner for this project 
and is ready to cooperate more with Pakistan 
in energy sector.

He also highlighted the fact that the two 
countries shared views on major regional and 
international issues concerning peace and 
security. NSA said that cooperation in energy 
sector is a big lead forward. Pakistan can offer 
connectivity to Turkmenistan and together we 
can multiply our economic potential as well.

It is quite obvious from his meetings and 
activities that he is popular enough in almost 
all the social and political ladder and he enjoys 
very good access to almost every leader and 
prefers meeting and discussing all the issues 
and matters with Pakistani leadership in a bold 
manner to make his point.
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Trump talks to PM Imran, Modi 
on Kashmir

The US President Donald Trump has ‘good 
conversations’ with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on reducing tensions in Kashmir. 
Spoke to my two good friends, Prime 
Minister Modi of India, and Prime Minister 
Khan of Pakistan, regarding Trade, Strategic 
Partnerships and, most importantly, for India 
and Pakistan to work towards reducing ten-
sions in Kashmir. A tough situation, but good 
conversations! Trump said in a tweet. 

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
during a news conference said Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan in a phone call to US Presi-
dent Donald Trump informed him that the 
unilateral decision of Modi’s government has 
endangered the region. PM Imran expressed 
serious concern over the humanitarian crisis 
triggered in occupied Kashmir and hoped the 
US would play its role in resolving the crisis. 

We want a UN observer mission to be 
dispatched forthwith to Indian-occupied 
Kashmir and for the curfew there to be lifted 
immediately, he said. The foreign minister 
further said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
in his recent visit to the US had informed 
President Trump of his stance on the Kash-
mir issue.

Pak economy gains remarkable 
results

The economic policy of Pakistan under 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s government 
has achieved remarkable results during the 
last one year, one of the largest financial 
news portals in China, Sina Finance said in 
its report.The report shows that the Pakistani 
economy has emerged from the crisis in 
the past year and has gradually stabilized, 
the Chinese news portal commented over 
a report released by the government of 
Pakistan recently on completion of its first 
year. The positive trend of the economic 

policy is significant Sina Finance report 
said.Improvement of business environment, 
increase of taxation scale, the adjustment of 
development focus and the optimization of 
foreign-related cooperation are its outstand-
ing features news portal said. The positive 
changes in the above-mentioned strong 
base have laid a relatively reliable founda-
tion for the development of Pakistan in the 
next stage.The optimization of the business 
environment is conducive to expanding the 
attraction of foreign investment, news portal 
said. In the past year, the government’s main 
investment department responsible for at-
tracting foreign investment has approved the 
establishment of 11 special economic zones, 
which are located in the four provinces of the 
country, report pointed out.

Japan, US reach trade pact

The United States and Japan have reached 
the broad framework of a trade agreement, 
Japanese business daily said on Saturday 
with Tokyo making concessions on its agri-
culture but none immediately apparent from 
Washington on automobiles. US Trade Rep-
resentative Robert Lighthizer and Economy 
Minister Toshimitsu Motegi reached the deal 
in Washington, with Tokyo cutting tariffs on 
US beef but Washington maintaining tariffs 
on Japanese autos,. The newspaper did not 
cite any sources for its information.

The results of the Lighthizer-Motegi talks 
will be announced at a meeting between US 
President Donald Trump and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe expected on Sunday on 
the sidelines of the Group of Seven Summit 
in France. The report came shortly after 
Motegi told reporters in Washington that 
he and Lighthizer had made big progress. 
Motegi said the three-day talks that ended on 
Friday would probably be the last ministerial-
level discussions and working-level officials 
would continue to hammer out on details.

Japan will cut its tariffs on US beef and 
pork to the levels applied to members of the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) agreement, 
the Nikkei said. Trump pulled America out 
of the TPP, which had been championed 
by his predecessor, Barack Obama. The 
United States will not cut the 2.5 per cent 
tariff it applies on Japanese autos for now 
but separate talks on those would continue, 
the Nikkei reported. It said Washington was 
moving in the direction of scrapping tariffs 

on some of the 400 types of Japanese car 
parts that Tokyo is seeking.Trump and Abe 
may sign the pact in late September if they 
can reach a final deal, the Nikkei said. They 
were expected to meet then on the sidelines 
of the United Nations General Assembly. I 
think how we precede the talks from now on, 
and the time schedule, will be announced at 
the summit meeting scheduled in Biarritz, 
Motegi said.

Russia, Turkey to cooperate on electronic 
warfareMoscow and Ankara are in talks on 
the delivery of Russian electronic warfare 
systems, as well as the Sukhoi Su-35 and 
Su-57 fighter jets to Turkey, head of Russia’s 
Federal Service for Military and Technical 
Cooperation Dmitry Shugayev told reporters 
on the sidelines of the MAKS 2019 Inter-
national Aviation and Space Salon.Today’s 
talks with my Turkish counterpart, head of 
Turkey’s Defense Industry Directorate Ismail 
Demir, will definitely be important. We will 
continue to discuss issues on our agenda, 
which concern the S-400 systems, we will 
also move forward in relation to the Su-35 
and the possible delivery of the Su-57, he 
said.

Chinese General Xu Qiliang 
meets COAS Gen Bajwa

China’s General Xu Qiliang, the vice-chair-
man of the Central Military Commission 
(CMC), visited the Pakistan Army’s General 
Headquarters with a high-level delegation on 
Monday and held a one-on-one meeting with 
Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa. According to the Inter-Services Public 
Relations, the one-on-one meeting was fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks between the 
two sides.During the meeting, matters of 
mutual interest, regional security, avenues 
to enhance bilateral defence collaboration, 
and particularly the situation in Indian oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IoJ&K) were 
discussed, the ISPR said.  COAS Gen Bajwa 
appreciated China’s understanding and 
support on all important issues particularly 
Kashmir.The visiting dignitary said China 
greatly values its time tested relations with 
Pakistan and its Army and is looking forward 
to further solidify this relation, said an ISPR 
statement. A memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) was signed by the two sides for 
enhancement of defence cooperation and 
capacity building of Pakistan Army. Earlier, 
on arrival at the GHQ the Vice Chairman 
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CMC also laid a floral wreath at the Yadgar-
e-Shuhada (Martyrs’ Monument) and was 
presented a guard of honour.

India must respect Kashmiris’ 
rights: Amnesty International
The Amnesty International (AI) has reiter-
ated its call to the Indian government to act 
in accordance with international human 
rights law and standards towards people 
living in held Kashmir, including in relation 
to arrests and detentions of political oppo-
nents, and the rights to liberty and freedom 
of movement.

In a statement, AI secretary general Kumi 
Naidoo said that for the first time in decades 
the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
had taken up the issue of Kashmir. Members 
of the council need to remember that their 
mandate is to protect international peace and 
security - and they should seek to resolve the 
situation in a way that puts the human rights 
of the people in this troubled region at its 
centre, it said.

The actions of the Indian government have 
thrown ordinary people’s lives into turmoil, 
subjecting them to unnecessary pain and 
distress on top of the years of human rights 
violations they have already endured, said 
Naidoo. The people of held Kashmir, it said, 
should not be treated as pawns in a political 
crisis, and the international community must 
come together to call for their human rights 
to be respected.

EU to retaliate against new US 
tariffs

European Council President Donald Tusk set 
up the EU’s position ahead of the G7 summit 
on Saturday, making it clear that the bloc 
opposed many of the positions put forward 
by US President Donald Trump. In a news 
conference before the start of the summit, 
Tusk warned the American president that 
Europe didn’t share his views on issues rang-
ing from Iran to trade to Russia.

Group of Seven leaders are meeting in 
Biarritz, France, Saturday amid mounting 
tensions over trade, climate and threats to 
the global economy. Trade wars will lead to 

recessions and trade wars among G-7 mem-
bers will lead to an eroding of the already 
weakened trust among us, Tusk said. He 
said Trump’s rejection of the nuclear deal 
with Iran ‘hasn’t brought about any positive 
results’ and the move played into the hands 
of the Iranian regime as well as Russia and 
China. The EU will push once again for con-
sensus on the Iran agreement, Tusk added.

Sterling falls on Brexit 
uncertainty 

The pound on Friday gave back some of the 
gains it made the day before as investors reas-
sessed whether British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson had made any progress in convinc-
ing the European Union to renegotiate the 
Brexit withdrawal agreement.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s com-
ments on Thursday that a solution to the 
Irish border question post-Brexit could be 
found before October 31, the deadline for 
Britain to leave the EU, triggered a sharp 
rally in the pound. But many analysts said 
the comments reflected market positioning 
rather than any confidence Britain and the 
EU would renegotiate their agreement to 
avoid a no-deal Brexit.

The market is very short and that is natu-
rally going to make the market very sensi-
tive to any news (that makes them think)...
have we got this wrong? said Jane Foley, a 
strategist at Rabobank. I’ve not read an awful 
lot into these moves, she said, adding that 
thin summer liquidity had exacerbated this 
week’s volatility. Sterling fell 0.5% to $1.2197 
on Friday, retreating from the 3-week high 
hit on Thursday. Versus euro the pound was 
down 0.4% on the day at 90.770 pence.

PTI’s Ist year’s performance 
report launched
Special Assistant to Prime Minister on 
Information has launched the one year 
performance report of PTI Government 
highlighting the achievements in different 
sectors. Addressing the ceremony in connec-
tion with one-year performance ceremony 
of the PTI government here, she said Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s vision is to transform 
Pakistan on the principles of State of Madi-
nah with characteristics of merit, justice, rule 

of law, social welfare and austerity.She said 
noticeable improvements have been made 
in postal services, NHA, railways, and many 
other government departments.  Referring 
to her ministry, Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan said 
reforms have been brought in PTV and it is 
becoming a profitable institution now. She 
said the links of Associated Press of Pakistan 
are being increased with international news 
agencies so that it projects positive image of 
Pakistan abroad.The Special Assistant said 
the government, through its policies and re-
forms process, will also turn Radio Pakistan 
into a profitable institution so that it truly 
becomes voice of 220 million people. She 
said a new system of online advertisements 
will be introduced in Press Information 
Department. She said the performance of 
External Publicity Wing will be improved 
and it will also monitor the progress of press 
officers abroad.

China to start tariff 
exemptions for US imports

China on Wednesday announced it will soon 
start accepting applications for exemption 
from its second-round of additional tariffs 
on US imports. Enterprises, business asso-
ciations or chambers of commerce in China 
can file product exclusion applications online 
starting September 2 until October 18, ac-
cording to the Customs Tariff Commission 
of the State Council.The commission will 
exempt certain products from the additional 
tariffs, and offer temporary tariff exemptions 
or refunds of added duties based on the ap-
plications from relevant stakeholders. 

China’s second round of additional tariffs 
on US products worth 60 billion US dollars 
took effect on September 24 last year after 
the United States started imposing additional 
10-percent tariffs on 200 billion dollars 
worth of Chinese products the same day.The 
commission will also launch the exemption 
process for the third round of additional tar-
iffs on U.S. imports worth 75 billion dollars. 
The first round of exclusion applications were 
accepted from June 3 to July 5.

Earlier, Beijing announced to slap addi-
tional tariffs on about US$75 billion (S$104 
billion) worth of US imports in a move to 
counter impending levies from Washington.

The move marks the latest escalation in the 
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trade war, leaving a deal between both sides 
even more unlikely and the global economy 
on an increasingly slippery slope. 

Indian Failure: FATF satisfied 
over Pak AML steps

All Financial Action Task Force’s (FATF) Asia 
Pacific Group (APG) members – countries, 
jurisdictions or territories within the Asia-
Pacific region committed to implementing 
and enforcing the global anti-money laun-
dering and countering financing terrorism 
(AML/CFT) safeguards established by the 
FATF have expressed their satisfaction over 
Pakistan’s measures and strict implementa-
tion of laws for curbing money laundering.

After adopting Pakistan’s third Mutual 
Evaluation Report (MER), the APG is ex-
pected to make public its assessment shortly. 
Sources familiar with the matter told the 
media on Thursday that Indian lobby’s con-
spiracy in the FATF’s APG for downgrading 
Pakistan to the blacklist has been failed as 
APG member countries were satisfied fol-
lowing examination of the analytical report.

Pakistan’s Financial Monitoring Unit also 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Chinese Anti Money Laun-
dering Monitoring and Analysis Center on 
exchange of financial intelligence. Yesterday, 
the Pakistani delegation, headed by Governor 
of the State Bank of Pakistan Reza Baqir, 
briefed the FATF’s APG that the country has 
formulated and implemented strict laws to 
curb money laundering in compliance with 
its 16 recommendations.

Shaheen-VIII: Sino-Pak Air 
forces hold joint exercises

The eighth annual joint exercise of Pakistan 
and Chinese Air forces, ‘Shaheen-VIII’ held 

in northwest China. The joint training aims 
to improve training standards of the two air 
forces through mutual learning. It will also 
help enhance close relations between the two 
countries in general and develop a mecha-
nism for interoperability of both air forces in 
particular.Earlier on July 28, Bilateral ‘EX-
ERCISE AYYILDIZ-2019’ between Pakistan 
Navy’s Special Service Group (SSG Navy) 
and Turkish Navy’s Special Forces, ‘Su Alti 
Taarruz’ (SAT) concluded at Karachi. This 
series of bilateral exercise has been regularly 
conducted between Pakistan and Turkey on 
an annual basis. This being the 12th exercise 
in AYYILDIZ series, continued for 12 days.
The aim of the exercise was to strengthen 
military relationships, improve coordination 
& interoperability and exchange of profes-
sional expertise in Special Operations Forces’ 
(SOF) domain. Personnel from both navies 
mutually benefitted from the exercise which 
included Anti-Terrorism Ops, Rescue and 
Hostage Ops, Counterterrorism in Maritime 
domain and Intelligence-based operations. 
The exercise is a reflection of strong bilateral 
military cooperation between the Pakistan 
Navy and the Turkish Navy.

Russia, China call for UNSC 
session on missile issue

Russia and China have asked the United 
Nations Security Council to meet over 
statements by US officials on their plans to 
develop and deploy medium-range missiles. 
Moscow and Beijing want to convene the 
15-member council under the agenda item 
threats to international peace and security 
and have requested that UN disarmament 
affairs chief Izumi Nakamitsu brief the body.

The Pentagon said on Monday it had tested 
a conventionally configured cruise missile 
that hit its target after more than 500 km 
(310 miles) of flight, the first such test since 
the United States pulled out Cold War-era 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
(INF). US Defense Secretary Mark Esper was 
asked in a Fox News Channel interview on 
Wednesday whether the test was aimed at 
sending a message to China, Russia or North 
Korea and indicated that the main concern 
was China.

We want to make sure that we, as we need 
to, have the capability to deter Chinese bad 
behavior by having our own capability to 
be able to strike at intermediate ranges, he 
said. Esper said on a visit to Australia this 

month he was in favor of placing ground-
launched, intermediate-range missiles in Asia 
relatively soon. Esper was also asked about 
a rocket test accident in Russia this month 
which US officials believe was associated 
with the Kremlin’s hypersonic cruise mis-
sile program.China trails behind the United 
States and Russia as far as the number of 
nuclear weapons it possesses is concerned, 
new Chinese Ambassador to Russia Zhang 
Hanhui told Russian newswire.  According 
to the diplomat, it is absurd to point to China 
in order to justify Washington’s withdrawal 
from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) Treaty. As for the amount of nuclear 
weapons China has, it is way less than what 
the US and Russia have. In no way can that 
be compared, he stressed.

Genocide Watch warns India 
against Kashmiris’ massacre

Genocide Watch a US based organization 
that exits to build an international move-
ment to predict, prevent, stop, and punish 
genocide and other forms of mass murder 
has issued an alert for Indian-occupied 
Kashmir in the wake of India’s ongoing 
atrocities, aggression and clampdown in the 
Muslim majority region.On August 5, 2019, 
the Indian President revoked the Special 
Autonomous Status of India Administered 
Jammu and Kashmir under under Articles 
370 and 35A of the Constitution of India. 
India has over 600,000 troops in Kashmir. 
Movement of people and freedom of the 
press are restricted. India has cut off internet 
communications, Genocide Watch stated in 
its alert.Explaining the reasons behind issu-
ing the alert, the organisation also recalled 
the Indian atrocities in Kashmir where 
occupation forces have already committed 
genocide and massacres, killing thousands of 
people with impunity. The organisation has 
also given a list of risk factors for genocide 
that are early warnings of massacres in oc-
cupied Kashmir. Genocide Watch has urged 
the United Nations and its members to warn 
India not to commit genocide in Kashmir.
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esearchers have opened 
up a possible avenue for 
new cancer therapies 
that don’t have the side 
effects that oftentimes 
accompany many current 
cancer treatments by 

identifying a protein modification that 
specifically supports proliferation and 
survival of tumor cells. Depending on the 
kind of cancer and the type of treatment, a 
patient might suffer from many side effects, 
including anemia, loss of appetite, bleeding, 
bruising, constipation, delirium, diarrhea, 
fatigue, hair loss, nausea, sexual issues or 
bladder problems.

Scientists at Oregon State University, the 
University of Central Florida and New York 
University made the protein-modification 
discovery while studying neurofibromatosis 
type 2. The condition, commonly known as 
NF2, is characterized by the development 
of tumors of the nervous system called 
schwannomas. The hallmark of tumor cell 
behavior is their uncontrolled growth, said 
Maca Franco, professor of biochemistry 
and biophysics in OSU’s College of Science. 
Tumors cells need to constantly produce 
energy and building blocks to replicate.

Researchers led by Franco and Oregon State 
undergraduate student Jeanine Pestoni found 
that schwannoma cells produce an oxidant 
and nitrating agent, peroxynitrite, which 
modifies an amino acid, tyrosine, in proteins. 
When tyrosine becomes nitrated in specific 
proteins, an effect is the reprogramming of 
the tumor cells’ metabolism, enabling them 
to proliferate. To sustain persistent growth, 
tumor cells change the way they produce 
energy and building blocks and present a 
signature metabolic phenotype that differs 
from that of normal cells, Franco said.

We discovered that peroxynitrite, the most 
powerful oxidant produced by cells, controls 
the metabolic changes that occur in tumor 
cells of the nervous system and supports their 
growth. We believe that there are specific 
proteins that when they become nitrated 
acquire a new function they did not have 
before, and this new function may control 
tumor growth.

Peroxynitrite is produced at high levels in 
pathological conditions, she said such as those 
found in tumors but not in normal tissues. 
This opens up the exciting possibility of 
targeting peroxynitrite production exclusively 
in tumor cells as a new therapeutic strategy 
for the treatment of tumors of the nervous 
system, with minimal to no side effects on 
normal tissues, Franco added.

We are uncovering a completely new 
category of targets for the treatment of solid 
tumors, and not only tumors of the nervous 
system it may have broader implications 
for the treatment of several cancer types. 
We can go after proteins that usually aren’t 
modified in normal cells; we can target those 
modified proteins with inhibitors that don’t 

affect normal cells, hopefully developing a 
treatment with minimal side effects.

Earlier, an international team led by 
researchers from the University of Cincinnati 
and Japan’s Keio and Hiroshima universities 
has discovered the energy production 
mechanism of cancerous cells that drives the 
growth of the nucleolus and causes tumors 
to rapidly multiply. The findings could lead 
to the development of new cancer treatments 
that would stop tumor growth by cutting the 
energy supply to the nucleolus.

The nucleolus is the ‘eye’ of the cancer storm 
that ravages patients’ bodies. Being able to 
control the eye would be a true game-changer 
in cancer treatment, said Atsuo Sasaki, PhD, 
associate professor at the UC College of 
Medicine and one of the research team’s lead 
investigators. The nucleolus, located near the 

center of the nucleus, produces ribosomes.
The discovery that cancerous cells have 

enlarged nucleoli occurred over 100 years ago, 
and studies have since shown that nucleolus 
enlargement results in significant ribosome 
increases, propelling protein synthesis to mass 
produce cancer cells, according to Sasaki. But, 
exactly how the nucleolus produces a massive 
amount of ribosome in cancerous cells has 
largely remained a mystery, he says.

Nucleolus enlargement is a telltale sign 
of cancer, and its size has long been used 
as a yardstick to determine how advanced 
cancer is in patients, says Sasaki. Now, our 
research team knows that the nucleolus 
quickly expands by devouring Guanosine 
Triphosphate, or GTP, a nucleotide and one 
of the building blocks needed for to create 

RNA, which is prevalent in cancerous cells.
We were surprised to find out that among 

all types of energy that could be used for cell 
growth, it’s GTP that spikes and plays the 
most crucial role in ribosome increases that 
are associated with nucleolus enlargement in 
cancer cells. We knew right away that this was 
a substantial discovery that would require a 
sweeping range of expertise to understand 
what it truly meant, Sasaki adds.

Sasaki says researchers saw an elevated level 
of inosine monophosphate dehydrogenase

(IMPDH) in cancer cells, which accelerates 
GTP production and in turn fuels nucleolus 
growth. This is a major step toward solving 
the mystery surrounding nucleolus growth 
in cancer cells, he says. To conduct the 
research, the multidisciplinary team zeroed 

in on the energy production pathways in 
malignant brain tumors and glioblastoma, 
the deadliest type of brain cancer, in animal 
models, followed by cohort studies for human 
specimens.

The results showed a significant increase 
of GTP, which is a form of energy, in 
glioblastoma. Experts took a deeper look 
at brain tumor cells and determined that 
the significantly elevated level of IMPDH 
in cancer cells accelerates GTP production. 
The close relationship between IMPDH and 
the nucleolus was discovered and prompted 
Sasaki’s team to develop a new method of 
metabolic analysis, which enabled researchers 
to obtain critical data for demonstrating that 
GTP produced from IMPDH activities is 
used for the nucleolus’s ribosome synthesis; 
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this led to the discovery of a clear correlation 
between the suppression of glioblastoma 
cell growth and IMPDH inhibition, which 
prolonged animal models’ lives.

Thanks to multinational cross-disciplinary 
collaboration and the team’s hard work, we 
were able to unlock the mechanism through 
which cancerous cells hijack GTP metabolism 
to take control over the nucleoli. We are 
excited to continue our research on GTP for 
the development of therapies to annihilate 
the ‘eye of cancer’ in patients, Sasaki says.

In October last year, scientists at University 
of Notre Dame neutralized reactive nitrogen 
molecules to enhance cancer immunotherapy. 
Researchers studying tumors in prostate 
cancer models found that nitration of an 
amino acid can inhibit T-cell activation, 
thwarting the T-cell’s ability to kill cancer 

cells.
Immunotherapy harnessing T-cells to 

attack cancer cells in the body has given hope 
to patients who endure round after round 
of treatment, including chemotherapy, to 
little effect. For all of its promise, however, 
immunotherapy still benefits only a minority 
of patients a reality driving research in the 
field for ways to improve the relatively new 
approach.

One method for improving efficacy is the 
development of bio- and activity-based 
markers to better predict which patients 
will respond to immunotherapy and identify 
why some don’t. People put a lot of hope on 
immunotherapy, and it has worked well for 
some patients, but overall the number is still 
low, said Xin Lu, John M. and Mary Jo Boler 
Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences 
at Notre Dame who studies molecular 
understanding and immunotherapy of 
metastatic cancer.

By identifying activity-based markers like 
this one, we can design approaches that 

shut down the particular mechanisms that 
inhibit T-cell activation so immunotherapy 
can work.In the study, Lu and his team 
explain how highly reactive molecules, 
called reactive nitrogen species (RNS), 
produced by myeloid-derived suppressor 
cells (MDSCs) cause nitration of an amino 
acid in a lymphocyte-specific protein called 
tyrosine kinase (LCK), which is crucial for 
T-cell activation.

Nitration is a process to add a special 
chemical group nitro to the amino acid 
molecule, called tyrosine, in proteins. After 
this modification, the protein may alter its 
overall structure thus exhibiting different 
functions. MDSCs are prevalent in solid 
tumors that contribute to more than 90 
percent of all cancers.

According to the American Cancer Society, 
prostate cancer is the second leading cause of 
cancer-related death for men in the United 
States behind lung cancer. Lu and his team 
also looked at tumors in lung cancer models, 
and tested treatments as part of the study. At 

this moment, we don’t have an agent to block 
a particular amino acid from nitration, Lu 
said. But we do have ways to block nitration 
all together.

Lu tested three methods of treatment to 
block nitration, which would keep the LCK 
protein active -- and allow it to do its job of 
killing cancer cells. Treating models with an 
immune checkpoint blockade or uric acid, 
which can neutralize RNS to limited degrees, 
yielded little response in the tumor models. 
When we combined them, our results showed 
that it could suppress RNS, activate cytotoxic 
T cells and achieve impressive efficacy, Lu 
said.

While MDSCs are highly abundant in solid 
tumors, they are not all alike, which is why 
Lu is focusing on activity taking place at 
the molecular level. The hope is to expand 
the study and investigate new antibodies 
capable of recognizing this particular type of 
modification for better prognosis.

You can imagine in the clinic, if a patient 
comes in with metastatic prostate cancer 
from which a fine-needle biopsy can be 
acquired, you can look for MDSC activity 
using the nitrated protein biomarker and 
predict whether or not an agent that inhibits 
MDSC will be required for immunotherapy 
to work, he said.

Because MDSCs are in high abundance in 
many types of solid tumors, Lu said it could 
be argued that the phenomenon found in the 
prostate cancer models has a high likelihood 
of applying to other solid tumors in other 
types of cancer. The question is how we reach 
more people, Lu said. The goal is to identify 
biomarkers and therapeutic targets that 
enhance current immunotherapy to unleash 
more power from these therapies. By doing 
this, we may benefit many more patients.
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Albania is the 35th-largest European country by population 
(2,870,324) and is a small country with around three million inhabit-
ants living there, most of them in the capital city, Tirana. But outside 
Albania, mostly in the neighboring countries of Italy, Greece, Kosovo, 
Macedonia and Montenegro, there are over 10 million Albanians.

The national name Albania is derived from Albanoi, an Illyrian 
tribe mentioned by Ptolemy about 150 AD. From what is known from 
the old Balkan populations territories (Greeks, Illyrians, Thracians, 
Dacians), the Albanian language is spoken in the same region where 
Illyrian was spoken in ancient times.

Albanians are a native Balkan people who live in Southern Europe. 
They call themselves Shqiptarë. Albanians live in ethnically compact 
settlements in large areas, primarily in Albania, Kosovo and Macedo-
nia, but also in Montenegro and Greece. Albanian culture is unique 
and diverse.

Albania has transformed from one of the poorest countries in 
Europe to an upper-middle-income country and now has the 46th-
lowest current account balance as a percentage of GDP (-7.17%) 
among all countries in the world.

Tourist Arrivals in Albania averaged 612137.29 from 2001 until 
2018, reaching an all time high of 3142318 in the third quarter 
of 2018 and a record low of 62116 in the second quarter of 2001; 
however, Tourist Arrivals in Albania decreased to 864980 in the 
fourth quarter of 2018 from 3142318 in the third quarter of 2018.

More than 5 mln tourists visited Albania in 2017. A record number 
of foreign visitors came to Albania last year. The latest stats from the 
National Institute of Statistics show that 5.1 million foreign visitors 
visited our country in 2017. This is about 8.1 % more tourists than 
the previous year (2016). Here are some of worth seeing tourist at-
tractions in Albania.

Tirana
Once full of grey, unwelcoming communist buildings, Tirana has 
transformed considerably since the early 90s. Albania’s capital is now 

a fun, friendly and festive place to visit. Full of life, the now brightly 
colored pedestrian streets showcase some delightful Ottoman-era 
buildings and Italian architecture that highlights the country’s rich 
past. There are a number of great museums and art galleries worth 
checking out.

Of particular interest is BUNK’ART, which was once a huge govern-
ment bunker but now hosts art installations. While it can be slightly 
chaotic in the traffic-filled center of town, the scenic Mount Dajti 
is just a short cable car ride away. With fantastic views of the city 
below and resplendent nature all around, it’s a lovely place to spend 
an afternoon. With endless bars, cafes, and restaurants to be found 
around the trendy Blloku area, Tirana has a lively nightlife scene.

Butrint National Park
Home to a number of 

diverse ecosystems and 
stunning archaeological 
sites, Butrint National 
Park is a popular tour-
ist destination, in large 
part due to its proxim-
ity to the Greek island 
of Corfu. Many people 

A l b a n i a
Majestic snow-capped peaks — Unspoiled rugged coastline
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come to see its majestic blend of history and nature. Covering a 
peninsula that is bordered by the huge Lake Butrint on one side and 
the Vivari Channel on the other, the natural beauty is magnificent; 
over 1,200 different types of animals and plants reside amongst its 
scenic wetlands, hills, and islands.

The main attraction, however, is the amazing archaeological site 
which covers over 2,500 years of history; this includes ancient city 
walls, remnants of a Roman theater, a Byzantine Basilica and two 
castles. Wandering around the ruins with the beautiful scenery all 
around you is a delightful experience.

Kruje

Lying just to the north of Tirana, Kruje or Kruja, as it is known in 
English is famous for being the home city of Albania’s national hero 
Gjergj Skanderbeg. In the 15th century, Gjergj managed to hold out 
against the Ottomans for 25 years from his base in Kruje. Known 
as the ‘Adriatic Balcony’ by locals, the craggy mountain that looks 
over the city is home to the majestic Kruje Castle, which was once 
Skanderbeg’s base, but nowadays, there is an interesting museum 
about the hero as well as a fantastic 15th-century church located 
within its walls. The panoramic views from the castle are simply 
spectacular.

The Old Bazaar in the center of town is just as fascinating to walk 
around. Nestled away amongst its atmospheric streets you’ll find 
some delightful little cafes and restaurants, alongside the plethora of 
shops selling anything from souvenirs and artisan goods to antiques 
and leather products. A picturesque and peaceful place, Kruje is well 
worth visiting for its historic sites and beautiful natural setting. The 
surrounding area is equally enchanting to explore, with its lakes, 
canyons, and mountains.

Gjirokaster

Located in the south of the country, Gjirokaster is a delight to visit. 
Its beautiful old town is perched on the side of a hill overlooking a 
valley and its winding cobbled streets are full of quaint buildings 
and historic sites. With over 500 homes and buildings protected and 
preserved as ‘cultural monuments’, Gjirokaster is full of wonderful 
architecture. It is often known as the ‘City of Stone’ due to the distinc-
tive local roves that can be seen everywhere you go.

Perched above the scenic Old Bazaar is Gjirokaster Castle, reputed 
to be the second largest in the whole of the Balkans. A fascinating 
place to visit, the castle has an underground Cold War-era bunker and 
an Armaments Museum for visitors to enjoy, alongside its impressive 
fortifications and ruins.

Himare
With its beautiful 

setting on the Alba-
nian Riviera, Himare’s 
sparkling turquoise 
waters and spectacular 
hilly coastline make it 
a great place to head if 
you’re after some sun, 
sea, and sand.

While its beaches 
and peaceful seaside 
promenade are what 
most people come for, 
the historic old town is 
lovely to wander around; its atmospheric taverns are full of Mediter-
ranean charm and delicious local seafood.

Perched atop a hill overlooking the old town is a delightful castle, 
which offers wonderful views over the sea. The nearby mountains 
also have some lovely trails and viewpoints for visitors to enjoy, while 
the surrounding countryside is home to spectacular churches and 
monasteries, such as the Monastery of the Cross and Athaliotissa.

Berat
Widely regarded as one of the 

prettiest cities in the whole of the 
Balkans, Berat is known as ‘the 
Town of a Thousand Windows,’ 
as so many windows peer out at 
you from the front of its hillside 
buildings which are so tightly 
clustered together. Located on 
a hillside, there are a number of 
Ottoman-era mosques and Byz-

antine churches scattered about town. One of the best views of Berat 
is from across the banks of the Osumi River which runs through it.

While simply wandering around Berat is a lovely way to spend the 
time, the town also has a great 13th-century hilltop castle, which is 
worth visiting for the outstanding views. There are also two interest-
ing museums with some fascinating local costumes and artifacts on 
display and some splendid 16th-century icons.

Shkodra
Lying just a stone’s 

throw away from huge 
L a k e  S k a d a r  t h a t 
straddles the Monte-
negro-Albania border, 
Shkodra is a very pretty 
city to visit. The Buna 
River runs through 
town and the Albanian 
Alps can be seen off 
in the distance. The 
undoubted highlight is 
Rozafa Castle. Over the 
course of its history, it 
has been ruled by the 
Illyrians, Venetians, 
and Ottomans, to name 
a few. The magnificent ramparts and ruins of the castle are fun to 
explore, and the views over Shkodra are breathtaking.
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T
he only ways to cross along 
this border-defining river 
between China and Russia 
was either by ferries, or 
over the winter ice by truck 
at one of the few border 
checkpoints along that 

huge expanse. The choices did not leave 
much room for freight or serious recurring 
trade. Numerous metaphors arise from the 
concept of bridge building, not all of which 
concern bricks and mortar.

Therefore, Russia and China have certainly 
been building bridges for past few years, 
figuratively and literally and working on 
several projects such as the Crimea Bridge, 
the Russia-Sakhalin Bridge, The Sakhalin-
Japan bridge, and the dreams of the Bering 
Strait bridge/tunnel, the two new bridges 
under construction over the Amur River 
between Russia and China, which are now 
close to completion stages.

Presently, three railway lines cross the 
entire Russo-Chinese border. The two railway 
border crossings at Zabaikalsk/Manzhouli 
and Suifenhe/Grodekovo are over a century 
old, brought into existence by the original 
design of Russia’s Trans Siberian Railway 
that took a shortcut across Manchuria 
(the Chinese Eastern Railway). The third 
railway crossing, near Hunchun/Makhalino, 
operated between 2000 and 2004, was then 
closed for a few years, and only recently was 
partially reopened.

Construction has started a while ago on 
a cross-border Amur River railway bridge 
near Tongjiang/Nizhneleninskoye, which will 
become the fourth and the key railway border 
crossing of the Russian Far East. In fact, it is 
the only one so far in that vast region. Not 
a lot has been reported about these bridges 
which connect Russia and China by road and 
rail.

Now both the countries seem determined 
to stun the world by constructing ‘World’s 
first transnational cable car on Amur River 
which will connect Russia and China in less 
than eight minutes. It will take passengers 
between the cities of Heihe in China and 
Blagoveshchensk in Russia in under eight 
minutes.

Factually, Cable cars are increasingly being 
proposed as an option for public transport. 
Architecture studio BIG has incorporated 
a gondola in its design for the Oakland A’s 
ballpark, while Marks Barfield and Davis 
Brody Bond have proposed building a cable 
car system in Chicago.

Heihe is a prefecture-level city of northern 
Heilong Jiang province, China, located 
on the Russian border, on the south bank 
of the Heilong Jiang. Heihe has an urban 
population of about 211,313, while the 
total population of the prefecture-level city 
is 1,673,893. In 2015, Heihe had a GDP 
of RMB 44.78 billion. Heihe marks the 
northeast terminus of the diagonal Heihe 
–Tengchong Line, which is sometimes used 

to divide China into east and west.
Similarly, Blagoveshchensk is a city and the 

administrative center of Amur Oblast Russia, 
located at the confluence of the Amur and 
Zeya Rivers with an estimated population 
of 214,390 as per 2010 Census. The Amur 
has formed Russia’s border with China since 
the 1858 Aigun Treaty and 1860 Treaty of 
Peking. The area north of the Amur belonged 
to the Manchu Qing dynasty by the  Treaty 
of Nerchinsk of 1689, until it was ceded to 
Russia by Aigun Treaty in 1858.

Since the mid-19th century, the Amur 
River that flows between Blagoveshchensk 
and Heihe has defined the natural boundary 
between Russia and China. However, when 
frozen over with thick ice, the river literally 
supports trade, commerce, social connection 
and a growing relationship between the two 
cities.

Created to appear like a “a beacon for a joint 
prosperous future between the two nations”, 
the cable car station is designed to have views 
of both the Russian city and across the river 
to China. A public roof-terrace will be built 
on the river side of the building, while the 
route passengers take before boarding the 
cable car has numerous views of the city of 
Heihe.

Visitors arriving in Russia will be presented 
with a framed view of Blagoveshchensk when 
they leave the cable car. As with international 
airports, the cable station will be divided into 
land-side and air-side areas, with the latter 

security-controlled and only accessible by 
staff and passengers.  The building will be 
topped by a publicly accessible restaurant 
and conference centre along with a roof 
garden.

Passengers will get a birds-eye view of the 
Amur and the cities on either side of the line. 
Dutch architects UNStudio designed the 
Blagoveshchensk Terminal Station in Russia, 
which will comprise of four levels and offer 
an elevated viewing platform over the Amur 
facing Heihe. The architect that will design 
the station in Heihe is yet to be announced.

The cabins will carry up to 60 passengers 
and their luggage, with one leaving every 
15 minutes. As it crosses the natural border 
of the Amur River, the Blagoveshchensk - 
Heihe cable car will be the first-ever cable 
car system to join two countries and cultures, 
said Ben van Berkel, UNStudio’s founder and 
head architect.

The Blagoveshchensk terminal station ... 
not only responds to its immediate urban 
location but also becomes an expression 
of cultural identity and a podium for 
the intermingling of cultures,” he added. 
Managed by a Russian-based urban-planning 
and strategy consultancy Strelka KB, the 
project is already underway. The Amur, 
which is often frozen over during winter, has 
historically been a link that connects Heihe 
and Blagoveshchensk for trade and social 
reasons.

It also involves Strelka KB that will be 
located next to the Amur River that flows 
between China’s Heihe and the Russian 
city of Blagoveshchensk. The new cable car 
system will be comprised of two lines and 
shall run four cabins. The complete journey 
will last for about seven and a half minutes.

Ben van Berkel from the UN Studio said, 
‘Cable car systems provide a new form of 
public transport that is sustainable, extremely 
fast, reliable and efficient. Although primarily 
a pragmatic solution, cable cars are also a 
very congenial way to travel as they enable 
us to see and experience our cities in a whole 
new way.

World’s  1st 
transnational  cable  

car  to  connect  
Russia,  China 

Tech
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T
he history of Mexican food is a long and diverse 
one. It is believed that authentic Mexican 
food might have been derived from the Mayan 
Indians. They were traditionally nomadic 
hunters and gatherers. Corn tortillas with bean 
paste were a common food item; but they also 
ate wild game, tropic fruits, and fish.

In the mid 1300’s, The Aztec Empire was thriving, and though 
the Mayan food staples were still in use, chili peppers, honey, salt 
and chocolate found its way into their cooking. Some of the wild 
game, such as turkey and duck, had now become domesticated.

In 1521 Spain invaded Mexico. Spanish foods had the most 
influence on the Mexican cuisine. They introduced new livestock, 

such as sheep, pigs and cows. They brought with them dairy 
products, and garlic as well as many different herbs, wheat and 
spices.

It was at this time that the Mexican people saw the assimilation 
of many other cuisines including Caribbean, South American, 
French, West African and Portuguese. Because of this Mexican 
foods today are diverse, yet dishes to vary from region to region.

Mexican flavors run the gamut, from the highly complicated to 
the purely simple. A mole sauce that’s properly made can have 
30-plus ingredients and be just as complex as any French sauce. 
Or something can be as simple as a roasted chicken tostadanot 
complex at all. Mexican cooking truly covers two ends of the 
spectrum. Here are some of Mexican popular foods. 

Food

Mexican 
Foods

Birria

Travel to Guadalajara in the Mexican state 
of Jalisco and you’ll find that birria reigns 
supreme. A spicy meat stew, usually 
prepared with goat that’s marinated in 
a spicy guajillo chili-based broth, birria 
street vendors are commonplace all over 
the region. Often served during weddings 
or other special occasions, birria is usu-
ally accompanied by bread or plated up in 
taco-form -- both great for sopping up that 
spicy, savory goodness.

Chiles en nogada
The state of Puebla is widely regarded as one of Mexico’s 
culinary gems for its regional dishes, not often found in other 
parts of the country. Among the state’s more treasured 
dishes is chiles en nogada, where a poblano chili is stuffed 
with a picadillo (shredded meat mixture with spices, fruit, 
and aromatics) and topped off with an airy walnut-based 
cream sauce known as nogada. The dish is homage to the 
country’s independence in that its ingredients the green chili, 
white sauce, and red pomegranate seeds that are sprinkled 
on as a garnish represent the Mexican flag.

Pambazo
A pambazo is a Mexican white bread, the 
less crispy, drier cousin of the bolillo roll. 
But it’s also the name of the torta-esque 
snack that arrives stuffed with potatoes 
and chorizo and submerged in a spicy red 
guajillo sauce before fried in oil and topped 
with crema, queso fresco, and shredded 
lettuce.

Pozole
As far as hearty, restora-
tive soups go, pozole is a 
deliciously fulfilling tradition. 
Made from hominy, this stew 
is prepared from a variety 
of sauces, including with a 
red chili base like guajillo or 
ancho; green with tomatillos, 
cilantro jalapeños or pipitas; 
or white -- without the use 
of either base. Typically 
garnished with diced onions, 
shredded cabbage, sliced 
radish, lime, and chili pep-
pers, pozole can be found in 
vegan variations.
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Tacos árabes

Mexicans and Middle Easterners have long 
held a culinary connection, dating back to 
the days when Lebanese immigrants intro-
duced shawarma spits (known as a trompo 
in Spanish) to Mexico. One distinct dish 
that showcases this connection is the taco 
árabes, utilizing flavorful slices of meat from 
a spit and stuffing it into a pillowy, pita-like 
tortilla. One major distinction, instead of 
being stuffed into a thin, more pliable corn 
tortilla, taco árabes are made with thicker, 
almost pita-like bread. Do not mistake this 
for the more familiar taco al pastor, which 
is loosely translated to shepherd-style meat. 
The meat is marinated in a blend of chilies, 
spices, and flecks of pineapple and then 
slow-cooked on that trompo using an open 
flame

Mole

Mole is one of Mexico’s most treasured recipes, with variations ranging in color from 
yellow, to green, brown, black, and red. The flavor profiles are just as diverse: It can be 
sweet, spicy, bitter, chocolatey, or, more likely, a combination of tastes. Depending on the 
maker of the recipe, mole can take upward of two weeks to prepare, with some heirloom 
recipes calling for upwards of 32 ingredients. The best varieties are ones where all of these 
components work in harmony, with no single one flavor overbearing the other. Among 
the more common ingredients are Mexican chocolate discs, raisins, pumpkin and sesame 
seeds, peanuts, almonds, plantains, and animal crackers. Usually served atop some sort 
of poultry or as a base for enchiladas, the intricacy of the recipes means mole is perfect 
for celebrations.

Dorilocos

The dorilocos is the perfect hybrid of 
Mexican frutería and American junk food. 
Here, bags of nacho cheese Doritos are cut 
open lengthwise and are dressed up with 
chilis, crispy ribbons of jicama and carrots, 
squares of cucumber or even kernels of 
corn, japonés (soy-infused peanuts), lime 
juice, a drizzle of sweet-savory chamoy 
sauce, and sometimes gummy candies. 
Often sold by street vendors in Mexico and 
more and more in the United States, these 
mobile snacks are equally delicious and 
worthy of countless Instagrams.

Cemita

Another Poblano innovation, the cemita is a 
celebration of deep-fried breaded meat. In 
the torta family, these sandwiches are made 
with a sesame seed-covered, brioche-like 

bread roll that’s filled 
with milanesa bat-
tered and fried cutlets 
of beef, or chicken and 
then stacked with 
shredded queso, avo-
cado, chipotle, and the 
fragrant Mexican herb 
pápalo. Be warned, 
however, that cemitas 
are not exactly the 
lightest of lunches 
and you might need a 
nap after.
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R
ussian Daniil Medvedev 
and American Madison 
Keys recorded straight-
set victories to win the 
men’s  and women’s 
Cincinnati Masters titles 
in Ohio. Medvedev, who 

defeated world number one Novak Djokovic 
in the semi-final, beat Belgium’s David Goffin 
7-6 (7-3) 6-4 to win his first ATP Masters 
1,000 title and Keys rallied late in both sets 
and beat Svetlana Kuznetsova 7-5, 7-6 (5) 
Sunday for her second title of the season and 
easily the biggest of her career.

The Cincinnati tournament has come a long 
way from its humble roots, first played at the 
Avondale Athletic Club more than a century 
ago, to the grand-scale ATP Masters 1000 
event held at the Lindner Family Tennis 
Center today. Past champions include such 
all-time greats as Ivan Lendl, Stefan Edberg, 

Cincinnati Masters 2019
Medvedev, Keys 
win surprisingly

Keys defeats 
four Grand Slam 

champions. 
Medvedev beats 
Belgium’s David 
Goffin to win his 

first ATP Masters 
1,000 title 
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Pete Sampras, Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer 
and Novak Djokovic. In 2018, Djokovic 
triumphed in Cincinnati to become the first 
player to win all nine ATP Masters 1000 
crowns and complete the Career Golden 
Masters.

Two unexpected champions embraced 
their first Rookwood championship trophies, 
concluding a week that brought more 
questions than clarity to the forthcoming 
US Open.  In Men’s Singles category final, 
Medvedev beat Belgian Goffin in the final of 
the 2019 Cincinnati Masters to become the 
third first-time winner of a Masters 1000 
title this season, following Dominic Thiem 
(Indian Wells) and Fabio Fognini (Monte 
Carlo).

After being thwarted by Rafael Nadal in 
the Coupe Rogers final last week, Medvedev 
came good in his second Masters final to 
become the 69th different player to triumph 
at a Masters tournament since the series was 
conceptualized in 1990, and the 18th active 
player to do so.

This is the third consecutive season to 
witness three new Masters 1000 winners. 
In the third career meeting between the two 
four-time titlists, it was the younger of the 
two men who started faster off the blocks. 
Medvedev rode on a break of the Goffin serve 
in the fourth game of the match to take a 
4-1 lead, only for the Belgian to respond by 
taking three games on the trot.

In the ensuing tiebreak where the first four 
points went against the server, Medvedev 
converted his second set point to take a 
one-set lead. A rattled Goffin dropped serve 
in the opening game of the second set and 
never recovered. On the rare occasions when 
Medvedev’s first serve faltered, a monstrous 
second serve would come to the Russian’s 
rescue and deny his Belgian opponent a 
look-in.

Medvedev tightened up while serving for 
the match, falling 15-40 behind. But both 
break points for Goffin disappeared in a flash 
as Medvedev sent down four consecutive aces 
to seal a 7-6 (3), 6-4 win for the biggest title 
of his young career. Goffin fell short in his 
bid to become the first Belgian winner at a 
Masters 1000 tournament, with the World 
No 19 dropping to 4-9 in title matches. On 
the other hand, Medvedev displayed little 
signs of exhaustion in registering his 14th 
win in 20 days across three tournaments to 
win his second title of the season and fifth 
overall.

Medvedev’s win over Goffin marks the first 
instance of a Russian winner at Cincinnati 
and the fifth different player to lift the 
Cincinnati title in the last five seasons (Roger 
Federer - 2015, Marin Cilic - 2016, Grigor 
Dimitrov - 2017 and Novak Djokovic - 2018). 
The 23-year-old Russian is the youngest first-
time winner at a Masters 1000 tournament 
since his then 22-year-old good friend and 
compatriot Karen Khachanov triumphed at 
Paris-Bercy 2018.

Medvedev clinched his first Masters 1000 
title in his 20th appearance at a Masters 
tournament. Only six of 18 active players 
to have won a Masters title (Khachanov, 
Alexander Zverev, Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, 
Djokovic, Tomas Berdych and Nadal) made 
a quicker Masters breakthrough than the 
Russian, with Tsonga the quickest to do so 
- in just his eighth Masters appearance, at 
Paris-Bercy 2008.

The Cincinnati triumph marks a tour-
leading 44th match win of the season for 
Medvedev and 31st on hardcourt. The 
Russian is poised to rise to a career-high 
No. 5 in the world rankings on Monday. For 
the second consecutive year, the first seven 
Masters tournaments of the season have 
produced six different winners.

In Women’s Singles category final, Madison 
Keys Madison Keys likes to call Cincinnati 
her home tournament.  Now the 24-year-old 
from Rock Island, Illinois, can say she’s won 
the Western & Southern Open title.  Keys, 

the No. 16 seed, overcame early deficits in the 
first and second sets to defeat Russian wild 
card Svetlana Kuznetsova in straight sets, 
7-5, 7-6, Sunday in the women’s singles final 
at the Lindner Family Tennis Center.

It’s one of the only tournaments where my 
family from home actually gets to come, said 
Keys. So my grandparents have been here 
all week so that’s always fun for me. It’s just 
very Midwest. The whole city just reminds 
me of being at home.  It’s the fifth WTA 
title of Keys’ career  she called it the biggest 
title of her career and as she waited on the 
court for the coveted Rookwood Cup, Keys 
tried to hide her smile behind a towel, but 
there was no concealing her excitement.  It’s 
beautiful, Keys said of the Rookwood Cup. I 
have always seen it in pictures and wanted to 
see it up close, and now I get to. 

My grandma said she wanted it for a vase 
so she could put flowers in it. We’ll see. I’ll 
probably keep this one. The similarities 
between the first and second sets were eerie. 

In both sets, Kuznetsova, who at 34 years old 
is the oldest W&S Open finalist in the Open 
Era, picked up an early break point off Keys 
and looked in complete control.

Kuznetsova, the first Russian and the first 
wild card to reach the W&S Open final since 
Maria Sharapova won the title in 2011, led 
Keys 5-3 in both sets, only to watch both 
those leads disappear. In the first set, Keys 
rallied from the 5-3 deficit by winning the 
last four games to take the set, 7-5.  In the 
second set, Keys won three straight games 
to get back on serve and force the match-
deciding tiebreaker. 

Keys said she was able to focus on those 
important games and make Kuznetsova 
play a lot of shots. I think I served really 
well today, especially in certain pockets, said 
Keys, who was actually two points away from 
being eliminated in the first round by 2017 
W&S Open winner Garbiñe Muguruza. “I 
was doing a good job moving forward and 
kind of trying to neutralize some of her deep, 

heavy, spinny shots.
Keys defeated four Grand Slam champions 

(Kuznetsova, Muguruza, Simona Halep, 
Venus Williams) on her way to the W&S 
Open title. Kuznetsova’s a US Open and 
French Open champion and her No. 153 
world ranking makes her the lowest-ranked 
player to reach the Cincinnati final since the 
WTA returned to the Queen City in 2004. 

In the three matches preceding final, 
Kuznetsova has beaten Sloane Stephens (No. 
10 in the world), Karolina Pliskova (No. 3) 
and Ashleigh Barty (No. 2).  It’s the first time 
she’s beaten three top-10 opponents at the 
same tournament in her 19-year career. 

Keys said she didn’t really get a chance 
to explore outside of Mason this week, but 
she said, obviously, I went to Graeter’s.
Women’s doubles champions The WTA 
doubles title was claimed on Saturday night 
by Lucie Hradecka and Andreja Klepac. It 
is Hradecka’s second straight W&S Open 
doubles title and a record third overall.                    
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Book Review

A 
newly released book 
looks at the world’s 
changing logistics 
paradigm as China 
builds its One Belt 
One Road initiative 
(BRI) .  T he  book, 

by businessman and scholar Andre 
Wheeler, examines how maritime trade 
will change as China looks to secure 
its trade and energy and find a way to 
bypass the Malacca Straits. Ultimately, 
this shift is leading the industry away 
from larger container ships.

China’s Belt Road Initiative describes 
how the BRI is increasingly disrupting 
the nature of business relationships 
within Eurasia, prompting the reloca-
tion of businesses to improve cost and 
value advantages. In the interests of 
slashing costs and shipping time, great 
powers have debated how to bypass 
the Malacca Straits for over 400 years. 
The idea for a southern Thailand canal 
arose in 1677 and was revisited again 
through the centuries, but the British 
government decided instead on an 
alternative strategy to entrench and 
protect the regional dominance of the 
port of Singapore.

The Chinese government’s BRI has 

revived ancient plans for greater connectivity from Asia to Europe. 
Beyond building point infrastructure like ports and railway stations, 
the BRI intends to carve out a global logistics and transportation 
network that connects those regions promising high economic growth 
with strategic resources.

Wheeler cites Cosco Shipping Holdings which operates 150 sea-
rail container transportation corridors through 100 ports. It took 
a 51 percent stake in the Greek port of Piraeus and turned what 
was a sleepy port into a key transshipment terminal connecting 
maritime shipments from Asia to rail and roads leading into more 
European markets. It has shifted away from the dusty old sea freight 
port-to-port paradigm towards a new model of building ports that 
connect to hinterland markets with rail serving as last and first mile 
transportation. The massive reduction in time and costs is power-
ing e-commerce and just-in-time manufacturing. While seaborne 
trade between Europe and Asia slowed in 2018, Piraeus witnessed 
tremendous growth as China’s maritime gateway to southern Europe, 
growing from 3.75 million TEUs in 2017 to an anticipated four mil-
lion TEUs in 2018.

Wheeler says that while rail will never replace ocean freight, it might 
lose market share in the transport of high-value goods, as ocean 
freight may be increasingly restricted to price sensitive commodities 
such as everyday clothing sold in large discount departmental stores. 
As the BRI network becomes more efficient, the need and commercial 
viability for larger container ships will diminish as the emphasis 
on regular and speedier deliveries grows with the consumer world 
moving towards fulfilling ‘instant gratification’ enabled by improved 

IoT and technology. According to author 
Counter initiatives, such as India/Japan’s 
‘Freedom Corridor’ add to options for 
deciding the most effective and efficient 
logistics modality. These counter initi-
taives are seen to be aimed at disrupting 
China’s growing political and economic 
influence in the Eurasion region, in par-
ticular Asia. It has been said before that 
whoever controls the ‘Middle Kingdom’ 
controls the global economy. All of these 
initiatives are building major connectivity 
infrastructure, including new inland rail 
corridors, which connect inland markets 
and new maritime ports. With increasing 
rail freight volumes between China and 
Europe, we see that the BRI is already 
impacting shipping lines, which are suf-
fering significant losses, both in revenue 
and volume.This book, while limited in 
scope, should invite wider research into 
the other land corridors of the BRI and 
add to a greater understanding of the 
initiative and its impact on trade and 
foreign policy in the region.

The book is of significant interest to 
individuals and companies operating in 
the logistics field, and especially within 
China and its import-export routes. 
Wheeler details many of the issues faced 
by rail and marine in particular, and notes 

how the BRI has stirred up old rivalries 
and competitions, and what this means 
for future developments.

The author, based in Australia, has 
significant knowledge in this area 
too, having run his own consulting 
practice for 21 years dealing primar-
ily with supply chain business and 
strategic planning particularly in the 
Asia-Pacific region, and within land use 

and marine supply base infrastructure and logistics, with especial 
experience within the engineering, mining and oil and gas industries 
throughout APAC. That background means this book is written from 
the technical perspective, and carries more weight that the typical 
armchair journalists so prevalent in the Belt and Road academic field. 
To adequately describe the book, the author’s introduces the book in 
his preface as follows:

China Belt Road Initiative
Authored By Andre Wheeler

The Author
Andre Wheeler is CEO of Asia Pacific 
Connex. He has more than 20 years’ ex-
perience in international business, and he 
maintains a diverse network of personal 
contacts throughout the US, Asia, SE Asia, 
Africa and the UK Holding a B. Science 
(Hons) degree and an MBA, he is also work-
ing towards his Doctorate on the Impact of 
the China One Belt One Road initiative on 
infrastructure and logistics in the ASEAN 
Region. Author has also published and presented a number of 
papers concerning China’s Belt Road Initiative and the changing 
Eurasian trade paradigm. Wheeler has expertise in business 
development, joint venture negotiations, supply chain manage-
ment, logistics, marketing and strategic planning.



BIG Story




