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World Peace
Worthy Readers! 

The focus of this issue is the world peace and although 
the idea is considered as a cliché, we all know that if 
every human has enough resources to live a dignified 
life, the peace would prevail. Some might disagree with 
our thoughts being too optimistic and they have a jus-
tification that ever since the beginning of human civili-

zation, our world remained predominated with war, violence and 
chaos. Looking at the recent history, one can observe World Wars, 
Cold War and waves of terrorism posing an existential threat to 
humanity. Prevalent issues like proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, human rights transgressions and geopolitical strives 
questions the progress humans have achieved so far to establish 
peace across the globe. A probe into the fracases like the plight of 
innocent Kashmiris and Palestinians, prevalent racism in the west, 
and diminishing inter-faith and inter-cultural harmonies in the 
world delineates the fact that we are far from the peace. Various 
religious and secular organizations have the stated aim of achiev-
ing world peace through addressing human rights, technology, ed-
ucation, engineering, medicine or diplomacy used as an end to all 
forms of fighting. Since 1945, the United Nations and the P-5 of 
Security Council have operated under the aim to resolve conflicts 
without war or declarations of war. Nonetheless, nations have en-
tered numerous military conflicts since then and initiatives like 
League of Nations and United Nations nose-dived, leaving the en-
deavours of erecting peace futile.  Modern technologies have led 
the humans to leapfrog in numerous domains, are still resulting in 
the security dilemma instead of acting as the instruments for erad-
icating violence and chaos.
This issue Mélange International Magazine engaged several nation-
al and international scholars, journalists and specialists to shed 
light on the subject of world peace, with a special focus on the 
role of nascent technologies in this regard. Highlighting Pakistan’s 
contributions in the world peacekeeping missions, recent waves of 
unilateralism and nationalist populism, and the role of multilateral 
institutions are the themes of this publication.
The November edition of Mélange International Magazine is in 
your hands to quench your thirst for reading and pondering upon 
the most significant diplomatic developments of the month. This 
edition carries a number of special reports, articles and lot of other 
mesmerizing readings. Mélange Team hopes that the current edi-
tion will win your hearts and minds like the previous ones.
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As Francois Mitterrand, the 
French statesman once said, 
“peace is the battle and it 
cannot be won easily”. In a 
traditional approach, peace 

is defined as the absence of war but 
over the period, it became evident that 
peace entails much more than a vic-
tory in a war. Johan Galtung advanced 
this idea by arguing that beside open, 
physical and direct violence, there are 
other types of social conditions which 
though are not perceived as war yet but 
the countries or societies experiencing 
them also cannot be said to be peace-
ful. A glance at the modern world and 
prevalent conflicts in social, economic, 
political and religious spheres exhibit 
the complexity and tenacity of disputes 
among different social actors. The idea 
of global peace is antediluvian but in 
academia, the term “global peace” was 
coined by the Robert Irwin in 1988 in 
his book, “Building a Peace System”. The 
fundamental elements of a Peace Sys-
tem according to Irwin are global gov-
ernance and reform, Non-threatening 
national defence policies, and lastly the 
changes in economics and culture that 
would support peace with freedom by 
lessening inequalities and tensions. 
In the last century, the notion of glob-
al peace was disrupted by the power 
struggles of dominant military powers, 
resulting in the world wars, blatant use 
of weapons of mass destruction and 
ruthless cold wars. On the contrary, the 
idea of creating a non-violent world en-

countered evolving threats from bellig-
erent non-state actors, renewed rival-
ries at economic, cultural, and national 
grounds, and emergent technologies 
in the 21st century. The liberal order 
erected by the US and allied powers 
after the Second World War promised 
the peace and stability across the globe 
but the emergence of new forms of war-
fare like economic coercion, diplomatic 
bushwhacking, use of non-state actors 
and revolutionary technologies like AI, 
cyberspace in conflicts enervated the 
ideals of American peace. Amidst the 
peacebuilding measures, enabling tech-
nologies and interconnectivity across 
the globe, most parts of the world are 
still overshadowed by economic and 
food insecurities, environmental degra-
dation, infectious and parasitic deceas-
es, and personal insecurity. Taking all 
the prevalent normative and tangible 
threats to the human, national and in-
ternational security in the account, the 
idea of achieving a peace worldwide is 
unfathomable. 
Now when it is established that there 
are multiple challenges to the global 
peace and they need a multipronged ap-
proach, which in many cases is already 
adopted by the UN and its bodies, there 
are still seeds of conflict in the world, 
which could erupt in the form of an-
other world war. Due to the recurrence 
of wars due to territorial disputes, the 
article addresses the subject first and 
reflect the most intransigent disputes 
like Kashmir, Galwan Valley, the Korean 

BIG STORY

6 November 2020

Amna Malik

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-
in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The 

Asian Telegraph’

To preempt the social, 
economic and political 

repercussions of 
nascent technologies 
on security, there is a 
need for establishing 
normative structures 

at all levels.

21st Century Challenges 
to the Global Peace



peninsula, and Israel’s illegal invasion in 
Palestine. 
The territorial conflicts like Kashmir 
have profound implications on the dis-
course of world peace, because both 
parties, India and Pakistan are nucle-
ar-armed nations, fought four full-scale 
wars in last 70 years and still India car-
ryout pugnacious activities like hoax 
surgical strikes, violence and social 
engineering in Kashmir and blatant 
violations of LOC regulations. India’s 
illegal move to annex Kashmir by uni-
laterally changing the status of Kashmir, 
providing incentives to Hindu citizens 
for relocating in Kashmir, and extraju-
dicial killings of Kashmiri leadership 
and youngsters like Burhan Wani, are 
deliberate attempts to suppress the 
Muslim majority of Kashmir and rule 
out their objective of achieving the 
right to self-determination cast doubts 
on the international statuary bodies, 
their resolutions and mechanisms. Now 
when the stakes are higher than ever 
for Pakistan due to the accelerated me-
ga-infrastructural development in the 
country, the risks of Indian intrusion 
in domestic affairs of Pakistan is also 
higher. A recent incident of cyberattack 
by India on Pakistani officials also rings 
the information war bells and conflict 
have furthered from the conventional 
terrain. The analyst also seconds the 
idea that India has created a window of 
kinetic manoeuvring under the nuclear 
threshold but a single incident can trig-
ger a nuclear war between both nations, 
having far-fetched repercussions on the 
region and beyond. 
Similarly, the recent strife between India 
and China on a territorial disagreement 
of Line of Actual Control (LAC) herald 
the world at the brink of a nuclear war 
if there would have been an armed es-
calation between two Asian powers. 
This prolonged territorial dispute once 
resulted in a full-scale war in 1962 and 
now with the involvement and conver-
gence of interests of other dominant 
powers, there is a higher risk of global 
and national insecurity, especially in the 
Asiatic region. At one end, both India 
and China are contesting in econom-
ic and military grounds, on the other, 
both nations are aligning themselves 
with nations of interests like India with 
Quad (US, Japan, Australia), and China 
with Pakistan, Russia and other region-
al economies. Other worrisome border 
disputes in achieving peace in the Asi-
atic region are Senkaku Islands of South 
China Sea, Taiwan conundrum, 36 par-
allel of North and South Korea, and Ku-
ril Islands of Japan and Russia. Lest we 
have such hotly disputed border in Asia, 
the realization of peace and 21st centu-
ry as the Asian century is impossible.
Seeds of territorial conflicts are also 
stemming in the Middle East region 
where the KSA and Iran rivalry entan-
gles several regional and international 
actors in the conflict having far-fetched 
implications for global energy security 
and international development. Beside 
the alignments of Arab nations with the 
US and its allies, the spun-out Palestin-
ian question is also a dwindling factor for 

regional peace. The recent geopolitical 
realignments of Middle Eastern nations 
and their grand military moderniza-
tion schemes are clear indicators of the 
power pursuit and hegemonic desires 
of regional powers. In the last couple of 
decades, the region underwent through 
regime change, radical extremism and 
territorial conquest of non-state actors 
like ISIS. This led to the repositioning of 
dominant military powers like the US, 
Russia and NATO in the region, chang-
ing the strategic calculus of the east-
ern half of the world. The waves of civil 

wars, incidents like the killing of Qasem 
Solemani in Iraq and Jamal Khashoggi 
in Istanbul, abolishment of JCPOA for 
Iran, and most recent development of 
Arab’s recognition Israel questions the 
legitimacy of global peacekeeping in-
struments and render the idea of peace 
in the region as a utopia.
Besides considering the territorial dis-
putes, the ideational differences also 
play a significant role in the establish-
ment of peaceful world order. After the 
end of the cold war and the beginning of 
the unipolar era, the future trajectory of 

Peace through Strength - A way of building 
a peaceful world

Forging a peace through military power is often denoted with the phrase “Peace 
through strength”. The maxim is as old as Roman Empire and is often related with 
the concept of realpolitik in the discourses of international relations but the idea 
remained persistent in the US administration in its brief history of 200 years. 
George Washington, first American President, deliberated the policy of establish-
ing peace through strength in his fifth annual message to Congress, the 1793 State 
of the Union Address, stating that, “there is a rank due to the United States among 
nations which will be withheld, if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of weak-
ness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to secure 
peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our rising prosperity; it must be 
known that we are at all times ready for war.” Alexander Hamilton argued, “Peace 
through strength by establishing strong garrisons in the west and a navy in the east 
would protect the Union from the threat of Britain and Spain.” The phrase became 
cold war rhetoric and during the 1964 presidential campaign in the United States, 
the Republican Party spent about $5 million on “Peace through Strength” TV spots. 
In 1970’s the lobbying for MX missile was symbolized with the very same slogan. 
In 1980’s President Ronald Reagan often quoted the phrase as denoting it with “to 
be prepared for war is one of the most effective means of preserving peace.” On 
assuming office in January 2017, President Trump cited “the idea of Peace through 
Strength is central to his overall “America First” foreign policy. The ideology is often 
related with the neoconservative foreign policymakers of the US and Republican 

platform have reiterated the catchphrase since the 1980s.
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international relations was predicted to 
be peaceful due to interdependence and 
presence of global regulatory regimes 
like WTO and UN. Another contribut-
ing factor was the globalization and ad-
vancement in science and technology. 
However, with the interconnectivity and 
fast-paced communication and trans-
portation, the normative and ideational 
differences also matured. The treatise of 
Fukuyama, End of the History contend-
ed with the Huntington’s Clash of Civili-
zation and world stepped into the 21st 
century with new challenges and threats 
to global peace. The thesis of the clash 
of civilizations by Samuel P. Huntington 
also reifies itself with the emerging con-
flicts in the globalized world based on 
the religious and cultural identities in 
the 21st century. However, with the in-
cidents of 9/11 twin tower attack and 
armed attacks on the US embassies in 
Africa, the ideational differences fur-
thered, especially between the Western 
and Islamic world. In the first decade 
of the new millennium, the emergence 
of non-state actors corresponded with 
the emergence of discourses of Islamic 
radicalism. Fukuyama’s End of History 
and the Last Man failed to ascertain the 
perpetual prevalence of liberal demo-
cratic order as the discourse of Polit-
ical Islam gained traction. Along with 
the religious differences, scholars like 
Huntington and Fukuyama also con-
sidered the liberal democracy as the 
contravening political ideology in the 
post-cold war world due to presence of 
authoritarianism, partial communism 
and quasi-democracies in many parts of 
the world. The idea of the clash of civi-
lization or contesting religious/cultural 
ideologies is also evident in the cases of 
Zionist expansionism in Palestine, Hin-
dutva hegemonic designs in South Asia, 
and Chinese cultural supremacy across 
the globe. All these inter-faith divides 
and contesting ideologies are deepening 
the differences of nations based on re-
ligiosity.
With the advent of 21st century, it be-

came evident that without the unity 
between different religious and social 
groups, like Western Christians and Is-
lamic populations, the global challeng-
es like climate change, poverty, gender 
inequality cannot be addressed fully. 
UN also realized the need hour and es-
tablished the United Nations Alliance 
of Civilizations (UNAOC) in 2005 to gal-
vanize international action against ex-
tremism through the forging of interna-
tional, intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue and cooperation. 
Noam Chomsky said in an interview 
while mentioning one of a kind survey 
by the Gallop polling agency in 2017 

revealing people think that the US is 
the greatest threat to world peace fol-
lowed by Iran. As mentioned by Jeffery 
Heynes in his article, Former US Presi-
dent Barack Obama with an ambition to 
bridge the normative ties aimed to set 
relations on the improved footing and 
reached out to the Muslim world but he 
failed to establish a counter-narrative 
in the US. Afterwards, Trump as a Pres-
idential candidate exploited the fault 
lines, massed domestic support on the 
very same idea of the clash of civiliza-
tion, and blew the air of populism in the 
pluralistic society of America. His uni-
lateral approach to the global challenges 
is also a threat to the cooperation –the 
zeitgeist of the 21st century and the ide-
al of American led liberal peace. His dic-
tatorial actions like the killing of Iranian 
General Solemani, terminating JCPOA, 
imposing a travel ban on Muslim coun-
tries etc. are not in line with the agenda 
of forging an inclusive global society, di-
minishes the significance of UNAOC and 
interfaith harmony initiatives of UN, and 
render them undeliverable for making 
the world a peaceful place for all iden-
tities.
In times of liberal institutionalism, 
there are countless institutions at gov-
ernmental and non-governmental level, 
established for peacekeeping, peace-
building, forging interfaith harmony, 
avoiding violence, addressing human 
rights, technology, education, engineer-
ing, medicine or diplomacy used as an 
end to all forms of fighting. On the con-
trary, many parts of the world are facing 
direct violence; others are oppressed 
by structural or cultural violence. Johan 
Galtung identified that without address-
ing structural violence, the idea to attain 

UN maintaining International 
Peace and Security

UN was established in 1945 after the catastrophic Second World War with a mis-
sion to act as the regulatory body for the maintenance of international peace and 
security. The statuary international regime was aimed “to prevent conflict; helping 
parties in conflict make peace; peacekeeping; and creating the conditions to allow 
peace to hold and flourish.” The UN Security Council (UNSC) bears the primary 
responsibility for international peace and security while the UN General Assem-
bly (UNGA) and the Secretary-General play major, important, and complementa-
ry roles, along with other UN offices and bodies. The international regime aims 
to foster global peace and security through preventive diplomacy and mediation, 
peacekeeping, peacebuilding, counter-terrorism and disarmament. The Charter 
empowers the Secretary-General to “bring to the attention of the Security Council 
any matter which in his opinion may threaten the maintenance of international 
peace and security.” One of the most vital roles played by the Secretary-General is 
the use of his “good offices” – steps taken publicly and in private that draw upon 
his independence, impartiality and integrity to prevent international disputes from 
arising, escalating or spreading. The main strategies to prevent disputes from es-
calating into conflict, and to prevent the recurrence of conflict, are preventive di-
plomacy and preventive disarmament. Preventive diplomacy refers to action taken 
to prevent disputes from arising or escalating into conflicts and to limit the spread 
of conflicts as they arise. It may take the form of mediation, conciliation or negoti-
ation. Transnational organized crime takes many forms from trafficking in drugs, 
firearms and even people to money laundering and corruption. Today organized 
crime has diversified, gone global and reached macro-economic proportions so 

that it constitutes a threat to peace and security.
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peace is inconceivable. For the purpose, 
we established norms and institutions 
for the peaceful settlement of disputes, 
peacekeeping, and the protection of ci-
vilians; and the use of force for territo-
rial conquest has lost its legitimacy as a 
tool of statecraft, but at the same time 
the wars to end all wars is still going on. 
With the advent of modern technology 
and accelerated globalization, the seeds 
of conflict also dispersed swiftly across 
the globe, hindering the realization of a 
peaceful and non-violent world. Emer-
gent technologies like cyberspace, AI, 
robotics, outer space etc. are also im-
peding the realization of the non-vio-
lent world due to their application in 
military affairs and coercive purposes. 
The success of crypto-currencies was a 
utopia achieved by the unison of com-
puting power, cyberspace and advanced 
algorithms, thus proving the viability 
and soliciting characteristic. With the 
dawn of the 21st century, cyberspace 
emerged as a platform of conflict, and 
informational and psychological war-
fare. Fake news through social media 
platforms and propagandist cyber chan-
nels added hysteria and frenzy to the 
global and national developments, espe-
cially concerning national security. The 
positive use of cyberspace proved the 
technology as an epochal shift in the hu-
man civilization and progression but it 
also furthered the religious and cultur-
al divides. At the same time, non-state 
actors are also leveraging the nascent 
domains like cyberspace to propagate 
their narrative and recruit while also 
remain anonymous at the same time. 
Cryptocurrencies also facilitated these 
non-state actors and trans-continental 
crimes. AI-led cyberattacks coerced the 
governmental and non-governmental 
actors and extorted capital or informa-
tion in the bargain. Robots equipped 
with AI are now conscripted by militar-
ies as immortal soldiers and weapons 
having potential for mass destruction. 
At one end the technology is becoming 
an enabler of warfare and spurring arms 
race at the national level, while on the 
other hand, it has potential to be used 
for the purpose of achieving individual 
and national security. In order to pre-
empt the social, economic and political 
repercussions of nascent technologies 
on human, national and international 

security, there is a dire need of estab-
lishing normative structures at all lev-
els. Nations are securing themselves on 
cyber grounds and tech giants like Mi-
crosoft are pushing the agenda of Digi-
tal Geneva Convention but the potential 
of the technology for forging peace can 
only be harnessed through imposing 
constraints on the nation-state and non-
state actors in the realm of technological 
application. 

The human civilization has survived 
through cooperation and adhering the 
idea of mutual coexistence of different 
races, cultures and religions. According 
to Irwin, the idea to realize peace world-
wide can be overwhelmed through 
pragmatic and incremental steps such 
as placing legal limitations on the con-
duct of the war, building institutions 

for conflict mediation, cooperating on 
peacemaking after the war, promoting 
norms of human dignity and human 
rights, extending humanitarian aid, and 
protecting women and children in war 
zones
The archaeological and recorded histo-
ry of the world provides us with shreds 
of evidence of conflict and at the same 
time, the apparatuses of establishing a 
peaceful social order, like the ancient 
Cyrus Cylinder granting equal rights to 
all, the Magna Carta, and the petition of 
rights or French Declaration, all illus-
trating a prolonged struggle to create a 
peaceful world. Amid these peaceful ini-
tiatives, our world remained engulfed in 
complex power struggles. The 19th and 
20th-century international relations, 
specifically the wrath of World Wars 
and invention of weapons of mass-de-
struction acts as a signpost of the preva-
lence of the realist approach for security 
and global peace. The idea of global gov-
ernance and establishment of interna-
tional statuary bodies was considered 
as the pragmatic approach for peaceful 
resolution of disputes among nations, 
but still, there are seeds of conflict and 
flashpoints of war present in each part 
of this world. Although the dissection of 
the discourse of global peace is an ar-
duous task through contextualizing and 
undertaking broader patterns of human 
co-existence, one is able to draw the 
contours of global harmony and free-
dom from strife.
The social scientists have opined myriad 
approaches to overcome the differences 
and disagreements in a peaceful man-
ner. Numerous approaches of peaceful 
conflict resolution are also congealed 
into a broader spectrum of global peace 
system, an approach of peace and con-
flict studies, involving a multi-layered, 
non-violent process of resolving dis-
putes by incorporating broader social 
and political solutions. However, the 
physical, normative and hermeneutic 
differences are still endangering our 
world, providing a conducive environ-
ment for the escalation of trivial feuds 
into armed conflicts. Human civilization 
has survived and progressed as a result 
of the cooperation and compassion, and 
in order to erect a peace-loving society, 
the need of the hour is inclusivity and 
pluralism.
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George Washington, the first 
American President abid-
ed by the principle of “peace 
through strength” and rec-
ognized the truth of the dic-

tum in his inaugural address that, “if 
you want peace, prepare for war”. In 
the discourse of international politics, 
security through the military is a pivot 
of the national power along with the 
supremacy in diplomatic affairs, infor-
mation and economics. Peace through 
strength is a concept associated with re-
alpolitik, suggesting that military pow-
er can help preserve peace; similarly, 
the backing for the argument of having 
military supremacy is embedded in the 
claim that it is essential to subdue the 
existential threats to a nation-state. The 
role of science and technology is equal-
ly deep-rooted in national security, as 
the advancement in technology pro-
vides a competitive edge to one actor; 
it poses threats to others and increases 
their vulnerabilities. There is a tacit un-
derstanding that the technological ad-
vancement is carried out by nations for 
their military dominance and history is 
evident that trebuchets, oceanic naviga-
tion, gunpowder, mechanical artillery, 
and atomic bombs etc. were the tech-
nological innovations carried out by the 
nations to enhance their military power 
and intimidate their adversaries. 
There are numerous examples in re-
cent past that supporting the argument, 

such as German’s naval buildup was a 
response to Britain’s naval supremacy, 
the domino effect and proliferation of 
nuclear weapons was a reaction to the 
security dilemma nation-states faced 
from their adversaries, and similarly, 
the USA space exploration program was 
a rejoinder to the Soviet Union space 
endeavours. However, all these techno-
logical advancements carried out by na-
tion-states stimulated their competitors 
for tech innovation, leading to a tech-led 
arms race. The concept of Revolution in 
Military Affairs of the US was a response 
to the Soviets’ Military Transformation 
Revolution, which augmented the hos-
tilities and animosities of the cold war. 
There is a clear pattern of spiralling se-
curity dilemma from the advancement 
in science and technology and due to its 
application in militaries and incorpora-
tion in the national power.                    
End of 20th century was the begin-
ning of new realms of war and conflicts 
among nation-states, due to techno-
logical evolution and its application in 
military affairs, such as cyberspace, in-
formation technology, robotics, space 
hegemony, digital economy and bio-
technology. With the beginning of the 
21st century, technology has become 
a driving force and a defining charac-
teristic of the dominant power. These 
aforementioned technological innova-
tions and their application in military 
affairs of countries like the USA, China, 

Awais Siddique
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and Russia etc. is a perfect example of 
this case in point. Technologically ad-
vanced nations, possessing unconven-
tional weaponry generally become a 
threat to those who don’t possess such 
capabilities while also provides a defen-
sive edge to the former one; however; it 
stimulates the latter one to compete for 
the former to maintain its sovereignty 
and status-quo in its territory. In every 
other generation, humans develop new 
technologies that alter the nature of 
warfare and pose fresh challenges for 
those seeking to reduce the frequency, 
destructiveness, and sheer misery of vi-
olent conflict. Thus, a notion of disequi-
librium in the balance of power between 
actors emerges by one actors’ techno-
logical superiority.
Today, a completely new array of tech-
nologies like cyber weapons, Artificial 
intelligence (AI), Robotics, Hypersonic 
missiles and planes, Autonomous Leath-
er Weapon Systems and space assistance 
for militaries are being implemented by 
the nation-states as their force-multi-
pliers and it ultimately has far-ranging 
consequences for technologically infe-
rior nations. As the former US Deputy 
Secretary of Defence, Mr Robert Work 
stated that “we are in the midst of an 
ever-accelerating and expanding global 
revolution in AI and machine learning, 
with enormous implications for future 
economic and military competitive-
ness.” The US Department of Defence 
has allocated a huge sum of resources 
for the technological innovations like AI, 
robotics, cyber and autonomous weap-
ons to maintain its leading role as the 
dominant military power, have a com-
petitive advantage in the battlefield and 
preserve global peace through techno-
logical strength.
Similarly, China and Russia have ear-
marked huge sums of capital and human 
resources in the military technological 
advancement that indicates the begin-
ning of a renewed tech-led arms race. 
China has introduced a series of defence 
industrialization and innovation strate-
gies with an objective to “catch-up with 
the global military-technological state-
of-the-art base while leveraging civ-
il-military integration to overcome en-
trenched barriers to innovation, and to 
provide advanced weapons platforms, 
systems, and technologies that would 
enable the People Liberation Army’s 
transformation into a digital fighting 
force for the protection of China’s core 
national security interests beyond na-
tional borders.” Similarly, in 2012 Rus-
sia has established Advanced Research 
Foundation (ARF), which focuses on 

“R&D of high-risk, high-pay-off technol-
ogies in areas that include hypersonic 
vehicles, artificial intelligence, additive 
technologies, unmanned underwater 
vehicles, cognitive technologies, direct-
ed energy weapons, and others.” These 
developments hint towards the compet-
itive strategies adopted by the dominant 
powers to attain a competitive advan-
tage.
In the 21st century, China, Russia, and 
the United States continue to pursue the 
development, acquisition, deployment 
and exercising of new technologies as 
means to create advantages and influ-
ence events or the strategic choices of 
their competitors. As the US secretary 
of defence, Michael Griffin said, “our ad-
versaries are presenting us today with 
a renewed challenge of a sophisticated, 
evolving threat, we are in turn prepar-
ing to meet that challenge and to restore 
the technical overmatch of the United 
States armed forces that we have tradi-
tionally held.”
Connectivity through cyberspace is be-
coming pervasive and it has created 
an entirely new domain of warfare by 
way of ‘cyberspace’ and put warfare on 
the cusp of an epochal shift from the 
conventional to an information-based 
virtual contest. The nascent domain of 
cyber warfare has far-fetched implica-
tions for the national security, the safety 
of critical infrastructures and digital life 
of civilians, which is why great military 
powers like China, Russia, UK, Israel, In-
dia and USA etc. are improving their of-
fensive and defensive capabilities in the 
realm of cyberspace and instituting the 
cyber armies or cyber commands. Ap-
plication of cyberspace in militaries re-
sult as the force multiplier and provides 
a competitive strategic advantage to 
the militaries in terms of information-
al supremacy, lifting the fog of war, and 
augmenting their conventional military 
power. Developing countries like Viet-
nam, South Korea and India are enact-
ing cybersecurity policies and establish-
ing national cyber defence systems by 
overcoming their technical competence 
and raising public awareness about cy-
ber threats. These developments pose 
a serious threat to the national security 
of Pakistan, as a recent report by ISPR 
stated that “an intelligence Agencies 
have identified a major cyber-attack by 

Indian Intelligence Agencies involving a 
range of cybercrimes including deceitful 
fabrication by hacking personal mobiles 
and technical gadgets of government of-
ficials and military personnel”. Such in-
cursions redouble the need for securing 
our national cyberspace from the asym-
metrical threat. It also highlights the 
dire need of the country to start explor-
ing the potential of these technologies 
for securing the national interests of Pa-
kistan. Thus, it is essential for develop-
ing countries like Pakistan to shore up 
their cybersecurity through formulating 
a comprehensive cyber strategy and in-
corporating the domain in their national 
security edifice.   
Although AI and Robotics or mechatron-
ics are different fields, their symbiotic 
models are the outcome of 21st-cen-
tury high-end technology and they are 
in practice in battlefields. Before the 
debate of the incorporation of these 
screen-age technologies in military 
affairs, a brief overview is necessary. 
Vision 2020 and 2025 of US military 
included the incorporation of AI for 
offence and defence purposes, which 
highlights the significance of technology 
in military affairs. AI or machine learn-
ing is the considered central to fourth 
industrial revolution and fusion among 
physical and digital technologies, but for 
case in point, its offensive and defensive 
incorporation are concerned which is 
revolutionizing the military affairs. As-
similating AI with ballistic and theatre 
missile defence systems, its application 
in situational awareness and target rec-
ognition, integration with battlefield 
healthcare robots, and in logistical sup-
port during a combat operation signi-
fies the strength a single technology can 
bring for a nation’s military force. 
In a broader sense, the determination 
underlying the use of AI and Robotics 
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are automation and autonomy in that 
automation which is also term as ‘cog-
nification’ of the machine. In the mil-
itary domain, automation can lead to 
efficiency and autonomy of robots bring 
on precision in targeting for defence and 
offence. Contours of prevailing military 
innovations of technology also illustrate 
an inkling of the practice of robots in the 
battlefields but in the near future, a bat-
tlefield will be a ditgital encounter.
Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems 
(LAWS) and surveillance systems op-
erating on AI algorithms remained the 
cause of disagreement in the scholar-
ship of Social Sciences in the 21st cen-
tury. Big-data sets are now used for 
strategic analysis to draw patterns and 
coefficients for military assistance us-
ing AI algorithms. Network-based sur-
veillance programs like US National 
Security Agency’s ‘Prism’ or Israeli De-
fense Forces ‘Pegasus’ or China’s mani-
festation of AI in police goggles for face 
recognition are the practical examples 
where nations use AI for defence and 
strategic purposes. America’s Future 
Combat System of vehicles and Britain’s 
Future Rapid Effect System are particu-
larly relevant here. The tanks they are to 
replace, the Abrams and Challenger 2, 
respectively, have proven too unwieldy 
in places like Kosovo in 1999.
“Unmanned vehicles are ubiquitous in 
both visions of the transformed military 
and the most recent armed conflicts.” As 
a semi-autonomous robot, UAV acted as 
the cornerstone of the current revolu-
tion in military affairs and added pre-
cision and ease for land, naval and air 
power at the same time. Their manufac-
turing cost much less than alternatives 
and it can be built in any size depending 
on the ambit of use. Moreover, it could 
be equipped with any sort of sensors 
or payloads and used in dangerous en-
vironments or terrain. A UAV was de-
signed by the United States can keep 
flying for one year and a similar project 
of 5 years is also in progress. UAVs abil-
ity “to provide intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance” increase its signifi-
cance in integration to the military.
In its relation to networks, where robot-
ics meet AI and Cyberspace, drones can 

be used for autonomously attacking net-
works or targeting a specific type of ve-
hicle or perform other-directed actions. 
In Gulf War 1991, UAV was used for the 
first time in the battlefield and its suc-
cess led it widespread adoption of tech-
nology as seen in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom where ten different types of UAVs 
were used later. “These were praised 
for enabling time-critical strikes in Iraq 
against surface-to-air missile (SAM) 
launchers, their support vehicles, and 
a large number of enemy tanks.” Being 
an inspiration for militaries of the world 
in modernization and advancement, US 
military is now looking forward to de-
veloping autonomous and semi-auton-
omous robotic systems of offence and 
defence, such as it was stated that F-35 
is the last manned combat vehicle of US 
military and its future models will be 
unmanned.
Robotics is the significant constituent of 
the 21st-century militaries and its man-
ifestations in military doctrines, tactics 
and strategies are adding value to the 
overall transformation occurring from 
cyber and outer space.
Although the race to reach outer space 
and land on the moon is a half-centu-
ry-old saga but it has a completely dif-
ferent side, which explicates the ambit 
of these outer-space missions as “future 
military operations.” In terms of tech in-
novation in military affairs, outer space 
is an addition of the fifth realm in the bat-
tlefield, next to land, airspace, and water 
and cyberspace, therefore it is deemed 

as a critical component of modern joint 
warfare. An interdependence between 
all types of armed forces was believed to 
be the modern doctrine and outer space 
(due to its far-fetched advantages in the 
military) is a crucial component of this 
symbiosis. States consider it as a “deci-
sive factor and force multiplier in mili-
tary operations against a rival state.” 
Satellites were a revolution for military 
forces due to myriad reasons but with 
the pace of time pace of technology also 
changed and in 21st century, we at a 
verge of nuclearizing space because its 
militarization has already been started, 
such as the development of killer satel-
lites and spy satellites. By this pace, and 
US President Trump aspired, there will 
be military forces out in the space with 
weapons of mass destruction.
Contemporary role of outer space in 
the transformation of military affairs is 
significant because it provided militar-
ies with geographic imagery and assist-
ed in mapping at first, but now it pro-
vides a real-time live feed of any place 
all around the globe and satellites are 
equipped with high-resolution lenses 
that they can capture the footage of a 
paper lying in a parking lot and this kind 
of assistance to land, sea, air or net-
work-centric military operations will 
turn war ground into a video game.
According to an analyst “the coming 
military revolution will witness the mil-
itarization of space, with warfare occur-
ring in space as well as on land, at sea 
and in the air.” With the emergence of 
platform threats also emerge (as men-
tioned before in terms of cyberspace 
and cyber warfare), same is the case 
with outer space. Space operations 
could vary from simple information 
hack to satellites jamming signals and 
others to knock out rival ones but there 
are speculations that these threats will 
grow in near future and satellites will be 
laser-equipped at some point in time.
The space race began in times of Cold 
War and satellites were sent to enhance 
communication system, missile-launch 
alarming system, radar, GPS, signals and 
weather forecasting that complimented 
the planning and operational phase of 
militaries. However, modernization in 
space in terms of military affairs could 
be assessed by the development of Bal-
listic Missile Defence Systems (BMD), 
Antisatellite weapons (ASAT), surveil-
lance and espionage competencies are 
an area of concern.
However, India is the only developing 
country getting ahead in this space 
race. Its ambitions to secure its pres-
ence in outer space was realized when 
it launched dozens of satellites in the 
year 2018. Besides, the United States 
while having a nuclear deal with India 
also agreed to bolster the space compe-
tencies of the country. This is not mere-
ly a secondary deal but it is part of In-
dia’s military tech advancement agenda, 
which in the present day could not be 
completed without having outer space 
capabilities.
It has also been speculated by military 
analysts that the civilian space programs 
of India can open any backdoors for the 
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military and security and key purpose 
of this modernization was depicted as 
the establishment of C4ISR capability. 
If changing the strategic balance and 
alliances of the region’s three nuclear 
powers are observed this militarization 
seems inevitable and in the near future. 
A chain-reaction or domino effect, sim-
ilar to Nuclearization of this region, is 
at the verge of occurring wherein great 
power competition of USA and China, 
India becomes insecure in domains of 
cyberspace and outer space and started 
revolutionizing its military. This dom-
ino effect doesn’t end with India’s mil-
itarization but it instigates insecurities 
for Pakistan whose primary adversary is 
perceived as India, but due to inadequa-
cy abilities, Pakistan relies on China’s 
assistance in the matter.
For a country having geography like 
Pakistan with a hostile neighbouring 
adversary India, it is an alarming situ-
ation for Pakistan because India’s de-
fence budget graph is hiking every year 
with its rank in arms export and it’s 
indigenous conventional and non-con-
ventional military build-up programs. 
According to a most celebrated scholar 
of Security Studies, Scott Sagan theoriz-
es that in an anarchic world order states 
acquire nuclear weapons to safeguard 
their countries; both Pakistan and In-
dia are nuclear powers and hail the idea 
of nuclear deterrence for protection of 
their homelands due to absence of any 
central authority, which tend to regulate 
the state of affairs. 
India’s intentions to purchase nuclear 
weapons were exposed first in 1974 but 
it intended to protect their sovereignty 
after the defeat in 1962 Sino-Indian war. 
Few scholars also render India’s move 
as general lust for power, however, oth-
ers assert that it was due to “the prima-
ry pressure from India’s nuclear and 
defence scientists who want to prove, 
against most evidence to date, they are 
world-class. But for Pakistan, the prima-
ry driver appears to be a fear of India’s 
superior conventional force”. Given that, 
Pakistan was unaware of India’s inten-
tions to acquire nuclear capability at 
first and when it was publicized Paki-
stan was compelled by fear to respond 
to this arms race. Hence, Pakistan’s ac-

quisition of nuclear weapons was to 
deter its nuclear adversary and to avoid 
the security dilemma. 
The spiralling tech-led arms race be-
tween India and Pakistan developed an 
irreversible nuclear threat for the whole 
region and beyond, which is also known 
as “security paradox’. In this situation, 
both actors tend to increase their secu-
rity through tech innovation and its ap-
plication for their armament which re-
sults in the form of regional insecurity. 
This arms race encourage other states 
in the surrounding for the prolifera-
tion of weapons and military buildups, 
which at the end of the day results in the 
decline of former’s security.
India’s military shopping spree and its 
defence partnerships with technologi-
cally advanced nations like the USA, Is-
rael and Russia are spurring a security 
dilemma for Pakistan and it is also the 
underlying reason for increased stock-
piling of nuclear warheads and advance-
ment in the delivery capability systems. 
Indian agenda to modernize their mili-
tary is more advance than Pakistan and 
due to its Make in India 2025 initiative 
and undertaking of spending $100bil-
lion on defence makes Indian military 
advancement and application of afore-
mentioned emerging technologies in 
the military affairs is inevitable in near 
future.
“Advanced military technology, includ-

ing modern combat aircraft and ballistic 
and cruise missiles, are deployed along-
side rising defence budgets of India.” 
This tech-led armament is in line with 
21st century’s modernization in net-
works, space and robotics, which also 
advances the Indian conventional mili-
tary capabilities. 
According to a study, to technology-led 
military modernization especially in 
case of India is spiralling into a security 
dilemma for Pakistan in particular and 
region in general, which is paving a path 
for the vertical as well as horizontal 
armament and tech-led military mod-
ernization of both countries. It was also 
deduced that this dilemma is sprouting 
numerous other vulnerabilities for Paki-
stan and diminishing the significance of 
nuclear deterrence due to asymmetry in 
warfare. 
Morgenthau, the chief proponent of the 
realist school of thought in the discipline 
of International Relations also claims 
that states only serve their national 
interests, and notions of socially con-
structed norms and legal rubrics don’t 
serve to restrain the sovereign states 
from fulfilling their self-interest which 
is the root cause of this anarchic world 
order. Therefore, it is understandable 
that there is a persistent existential (se-
curity) threat faced by all nation-states 
in this setting. 
Although to some, peace is merely a uto-
pia, the struggle to sustain peace is as 
old as the first human settlement. Since 
the beginning of human civilization, 
mankind has experienced myriad exis-
tential threats in form of external risks 
stemming from non-human sources like 
volcanic eruptions and cyclones etc. but 
the other threat to human survival is 
posed by the coercive use of science and 
technology such as atomic or hydrogen 
bombs and other weapons of mass de-
struction. The idea of gathering national 
and military power and deterring the 
foes by employing advance technologies 
is a misstep in the human progression, 
as we discussed above, and it leads to 
the mutual security dilemma instead 
of reassurance. It is apparent that the 
proliferation of these technologies is 
destabilizing strategic environment and 
contributing in an “unending arms race”.
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The discourse of “global peace” 
remains subtle amid prevalent 
threats from the current Modi 
regime Islamophobia designs 
to purse divergent domestic 

and regional interests. Emboldened by 
Hindu supremacist ideology and fascist 
regime tendencies, it overtly shattered 
the deceptive rhetoric of the profound 
Indian secular state through diplomatic 
coercion and organized violence against 
the Muslims. Consequently, today India 
portraying a dismal picture of inter-faith 
disharmony, religious intolerance, and 
clouds of “existential identity crisis” 
keeps hovering over the 200 million 
Muslim population. In broader canvas, 
fault lines of religious ideological con-
frontation are evident, subsequently, it 
paves devious derive to the global peace 
architecture- which already laden with 
intimidating traditional and non-tradi-
tional security challenges. 
In retrospect, the Modi Islamophobia 
designs are driven through its over-
riding xenophobic politics and saffron 
nationalism supremacy obsession. To 
validate the fact, fresh developments in 
the Kashmir conflict, prejudice against 
the Muslims in the Indian state under 
the Modi rule can be appraised. Perti-
nently, both aforementioned deceitful 
strategies are engrained in the ideolog-
ical aspirations of Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Singh (RSS) - a far rightest wing 
purely established to project the Hindu 
chauvinism before the partition of the 
sub-continent in the year 1920. It is im-
portant to mention that BJP is an organi-
zation that sowed the seeds of anti-Mus-
lims sentiments, and holds a history of 
spreading turmoil and anarchy.
 The BJP being an offshoot of RSS follows 
its ideological footprints- which invokes 
organized communal violence against 
the Muslims, political victimization, 
and deprivation of fundamental rights. 
Thus it can be asserted that Modi’s nox-
ious campaign is not instantaneous but 
inherently it aligned with its core an-
ti-Muslim prejudice that BJP implores 
from RSS tyrannical mindset. The world 

witnessed its clear depiction during 
the Gujrat Massacre when 700 Mus-
lims were brutally assassinated by the 
extremist Hindu mobs. While gaining 
political power in the year 2014, Modi 
seemingly following the same path and 
intensified its belligerence against the 
Muslims in India, specifically in the oc-
cupied state of Kashmir.
Pessimistically, the ridiculousness of 
Modi’s Islamophobia design is predom-
inantly countered by the perpetrated 
propaganda by the Indian lobbies and 
their proponents across the world. To 
combat this embezzlement, it is signifi-
cantly important to cognize the ontolog-
ical dimensions of “Islamophobia” first, 
and later draw co-relational compati-
bility of anti-Muslim assertive policies 
of the Modi regime. In broad-spectrum, 
“Islamophobia is an indiscriminate 
negative attitude directed towards the 
Islam or Muslim carried by any partic-
ular individual or state. This connota-
tion validates the Modi myriad mea-
sures against the Muslims and Islamic 
religion. It is pertinent to mention here 
the horizon of the Modi Islamophobia 
Designs, which understandably whirls 
around the structural marginalization of 
Muslims at the intrastate level, followed 
by its fascist regime policies vis-à-vis 
Kashmir conflict. One of the most appre-
hensive dimensions is the projection of 
saffron nationalism across the boarders 
to draw configurations of the Indo-Pak 
relations.
At the intra-state level, apart from so-
cial and religious fragmentation, an-
other dismaying factor is the structural 
empowerment of fanatic Hindus who 
inclines to oppress the Muslims at the 
community level in all the sections of 
life. The extremist Hindus wings are 
backed by the Modi government which 
aggravates the deliberate marginaliza-
tion of the Muslim population through 
encouraging Hindutva extremism. Most 
often Muslims are being victimized by 
false accusation charges of theft, rob-
bery, and other illicit activities of smug-
gling and drug trafficking. Countless 

Modi Islamophobic Designs 
A Threat to Global PeaceA Threat to Global Peace

Syed Mushahid Naqvi

Mushaid Hussain is the sub-editor at 
The Asian Telegraph

200 million 
Muslims in India are 

witnessing grave 
apprehensions 
amid religious 

intolerance, structural 
marginalization, and 

genocidal violence 
driven by the fanatic 

Hindus.

INFOCUS

14 November 2020



cases have been reported in which inno-
cent masses are even beaten to death by 
the fanatic Hindu mobs and there is no 
one to provide justice to them because 
the entire structure is dominated by the 
Hindus. 
Similarly, the Indian Muslims are 
torched, and ragged at different public 
places and unfortunately, such cases go 
unreported. Also, there are grave appre-
hensions regarding businesses’ safety 
and public property security. Looting 
and robbery of Muslim assets have be-
come a fascinating tendency for the 
Hindu extremists. The mounting influ-
ence of Hindus over the security, law en-
forcement agencies halts the process of 
investigation, and justice remains a uto-
pian concept. There are always looming 
insecurities security of Muslims.
 As matter of fact, in the year 2019, two 
hundred Muslim houses were set ablaze 
in Meerut, Uttar Pradesh state, and po-
lice lodged a wrong complaint against 
a Muslim man. Likewise, the “Bhartiya 
Gau Raksha,” is a Hindu organization 
primarily associated with cow protec-
tion and commit crimes of the livestock 
confiscation of the Muslims, and redis-
tributes among the Hindus, leading to 
economic suppression. 
Excessive gruesome bullying practices 
against the Muslims by the Hindus in 
social, political gathering promotes an-
tipathy and overt humiliation. In the ed-
ucational institutions, students labeled 
by multifaceted Islamophobic tagged as 
terrorists, Jihadi, or Taliban due to reli-
gious affinities. Social injustice is quite 
evident in the Indian institutional cau-
cus, Muslims face discriminatory behav-
iors in public offices and often refrained 
to hold key positions in the adminis-
trative structure. Despite fulfilling the 
merit, they are excluded from white-col-
lar jobs whereas Hindu gain prominent 
roles through malpractices 
of favoritism, nepotism, and 
identity preferences. Irrespec-
tive of being the second-larg-
est identity class in India, 
Muslims are marginalized 
and they hold very limited job 
quotas and managerial repre-
sentation. Rapes, molestation, 
and sexual assault against the 
Muslim women and children 
commonly practiced heinous 
crimes by the radical Hindus 
merely incited by their antag-
onistic tendencies towards the 
Muslims.
 The Islamic religion always 

remains under the radar of Hindus pro-
paganda, both at the tactical and oper-
ational levels. Society is indoctrinated 
with anti-Islamic sentiments through 
manipulating their idiosyncrasies and 
psychological mindset often poisoned 
with racist opinions. In the account of 
this, print electronic, and social media 
apparatus were instrumented to shape 
propaganda narratives against Mus-
lims. Anti-Islamic literature is promoted 
through newspapers, magazines, and 
different websites on the internet ac-
tively promote hatred speech, videos, 
Vlogs, and disgust views of the Hindus. 
Ever since the BJP came into power un-
der the premiership of Modi, there is 
a clear surge in religious conflict, and 
freedom of Muslims are under severe 
threat. Religious and ritualistic practic-
es are quite often abandoned. Frequent-
ly, Mosques under attack and even regu-
lars prayer are not allowed.
Subsequently, Eid events and the Ashu-
ra processions often interrupted by the 
Hindu hate criminal acts. In particular, 
in the event of Eid-ul-Adah, Muslims 
compelled to refrain from the “sacrific-
ing practices” of the animals. Instead of 
ensuring the provision of fundamental 
rights, the introduction of anti-sharia 
laws, consumption beef ban is factual 
recognition of religious intolerance to-
wards Muslims. The forceful conversion 
of the Muslim religion is another horri-
fying act committed by the fundamen-
talist Hindus.
Apart from that, the film and music in-
dustry also brainwash the general mass-
es through the content of segregation 
and societal delineation of Muslims. The 
Indian song’s lyrics, which holds mas-
sive listenership, are embedded with 
bigot publicity of Hindu nationalism 
with a clear message that Indian Muslim 
integration is preconditioned to their 
complicit with the Hindu ideology. To 
validate further, Laxmi Dubey’s song 
“Har Ghar Bhagva Chhayega” addresses 
the Muslim community  that if they wish 
to stay in “Hindustan” then they better 
learn the values of  “Banday Mataram” 
and stay in their limits or “Awkaat.” 
Above all the policymakers are directly 
involved in the state-sponsored Islam-
ophobia perpetration. Muslims booked 
under wrong sedition and blasphemous 
charges. Irregularities in the judicial 
system often lead to social injustice to 
the Muslims. Notably, the current justice 
system is also non-compatible to assure 

the rights of all the religious communi-
ties of India. It is pertinent to highlight 
“Ghar Wapsi” and “Love Jihad” are state-
led islamophobia campaigns.  
“The growing population of the coun-
try, particularly Muslims, is a risk to the 
social fabric, internal harmony, and de-
velopment of India, claimed by Giriraj 
Singh, BJP’s Union Minister states.” In 
this context, on 12th December 2019 
BJP government passed a controversial 
discriminatory citizenship amendment 
act (CAA) for granting citizenship based 
on religion for the first time. The re-
vamped law proposes fast-track asylum 
for the non-Muslims from immediate 
neighbors’ states. 

“The Modi coercive regime has become a 
nightmare for the proponents of perpet-
ual peace. Its islamophobic designs jeop-
ardized the internal social fabric of India 

and also posed an existential threat to 
the Muslim identity.”  

Additionally, a National Population Reg-
istration (NPR) and National Register 
of Citizen (NRC) were devised to iden-
tify the ill-legal immigrants. Realisti-
cally, a deceitful policy to marginalize 
the Muslim community through strip-
ping- off their nationality, regardless of 
their generations brought up in India. 
In the aftermaths, the heinous move 
sparked protests and further escalat-
ed Hindu-Muslim violence led to the 
death of dozens of Muslims. However, 
the BJP leadership in their speeches 
and interviews declared the protestors 
“Pakistani hooligans and anti-nation-
alist. Thus current BJP not only shown 
biasness but also pitched organized 
crimes against the Muslim population. 
It is fair enough to claim that the Modi 

regime has shrunken the spaces 
of Muslims. Also, this inequitable 
approach is reflected in the case 
of Rohingya migrants. A large the 
chunk of Muslims was deported 
to Myanmar despite the danger to 
their life. Contrary to this, other 
non-Muslims were granted asy-
lum.  
Another aspect that necessitates 
introspection, is the promotion 
of Hindu personality cults, while 
BJP political leadership initiated 
a widespread campaign of wiping 
away the Indian Muslim’s cultur-
al, religious, and social heritages. 
The academic discourses are be-

“India has become the epicenter of is-
lamophobia under the noxious fascist 
Modi regime. 200 million Muslims in 
India are witnessing grave apprehen-
sions amid religious intolerance, struc-
tural marginalization, and genocidal 
violence driven by the fanatic Hindus. 
Subsequently, xenophobic politics, and 
saffron nationalism wreaked unprec-
edented havoc to the plausibility of 
peaceful co-existence and inter-faith 
harmony whilst ensuing mayhem re-
percussion to the global peace and se-
curity architecture.”
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ing excluded from Muslim history and 
their role in the socio-economic con-
tours of the country. Notably, the curric-
ulums designed following the interests 
of Hindu ideology and their history is 
further personified. 
This vitiated situation does not stop 
here, during the earlier stages of the 
Covid-19, the right-wing Hindus ac-
cused Muslims of spreading this pan-
demic and cited it as Pakistan driven 
conspiracy against India. In this context, 
Tablighi-Jammat was blamed and the 
radical mindset took over social media 
with “hashtags#CoronaJihad” and the 
Muslim terrorists. The BJP party mem-
bers gave derogatory remarks and de-
clared it as a “Death Jammat.” This dis-
criminatory and racist approach raised 
grave apprehensions among the Muslim 
community across the world. 
In the light of the aforementioned facts 
and narrative, it’s conclusive that the 
core objectives of propagating the is-
lamophobia designs at the intrastate 
level originate from its political exigen-

cies and power dominance. Firstly, the 
BJP government is inherently insecure 
from Muslim identity and it is perceived 
as one of the biggest threats to the po-
litical future of this party in India and 
Occupied Kashmir respectively. Modi 
regime tends to seek the domestic po-
litical mileage through maintaining the 
Hindu Status-Quo and counter forcing 
the political challenges stemming from 
the Muslim strength in India. Hence-
forward, a dominant Islamic religion in 
India is unacceptable to the BJP govern-
ment. There is another perspective, the 
BJP attributed as the true recognition of 
the dominant Hindu community in the 
political power structure of India and 
it’s a fact its dominant accomplishment 
embodied with the Hindu votes. Instru-
menting a narrative of peaceful co-exis-
tence and inter faith-harmony may re-
sult in losing its strong political posture 
because it would create antipathy and 
resentments in the ideologically septic 
fanatic Hindus circles. Secondly, saffron 
nationalism projection immensely con-
tributes to divert the attention from the 
domestic social, economic and, political 
constraints and anti- Muslims rhetoric 
multiples it is public acceptance in the 
Hindu community. One of the key ob-
jectives of propagating Islamophobic 
designs is to gain public sympathy and 
assistance against Pakistan for its mis-
adventures.
Kashmir emerged as an epicenter of Mo-
di’s islamophobia strategies. The deceit-
fully engineered xenophobic politics, 
coupled with the provocation of saffron 
nationalism are the precursors of its 
anti- Muslim campaign. In an account 
of this numerous political gambits are 
designed to attain divergent interests. 
Firstly, it introduced the “Iron Fist Ap-
proach” (revocation of article 370). Sec-
ondly, the Modi government introduced 
a new domicile law for the disputed ter-
ritory. Thirdly, two prominent pro-free-
dom parties, Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front (JKLF) and Jammat-e-Islami 
Jammu and Kashmir banned by the gov-
ernment to prevent potential reaction of 
the forcible imposition of new political 
laws. A new military doctrine (False 
Flag Operations, Hypothetical Surgical 
Strikes) enactment to attain multi-di-
mensional goals: domestic political 
mileage, structural marginalization of 

Kashmiri masses, and projection of the 
radical Hindutva ideological aspiration 
respectively.
In the attainment of such endeavors in 
the occupied territory of Kashmir, the 
designed policy includes prolonging 
curfew impositions, extended territori-
al lockdown, complete communication 
blockade, and military crackdown (tac-
tical and operational) for detentions 
of political leadership, journalists, and 
common masses at large. 
The consequences of revocation of arti-
cle 370 brought a new wave of hostility 
and coercion in the occupied Kashmir. 
To start with, a new counterinsurgency 
operation was initiated in the occupied 
valley through its oppressive occupa-
tional forces and law enforcement agen-
cies. Hundreds of innocent people were 
assassinated in target killings and fake 
encounters. Uncountable houses were 
demolished and public property set 
on fire, blaming as safe heavens of the 
defiant rebels. Nonviolent protestors 
were fired with pellet guns and bullets 
whereas women molestation and rape 
cases also increased drastically.
 Further on, the agitating circumstanc-
es amid Delhi-driven recent political 
developments to put normalcy (social, 
economic religious affairs) standstill 
however pushed the Kashmir into dark 
ages through caging and disconnecting 
it from the rest of the world. Ever since 
the article 370 revocation, the 8 million 
Kashmiris are being demonized by myr-
iad repressive measures carried out by 
India to evade the probable backlash 
and fallout. An unprecedented lock-
down, conditionally imposed curfew, 
communication blockade coupled with 
militaristic actions, normalization, and 
rationalization of draconian laws are 
being ensured through media, secu-
rity, and intellectual cover fire. Ruth-
less restrictions have sieged livelihood 
through hitting an economic soft patch, 
causing psychological traumatization 
and political strife.
Likewise, education, communication, 
healthcare, and transportation are hard-
hit sectors by the operationalized tyrant 
instruments particularly designed to 
marginalize the Kashmiri populous. 
.While inside Kashmir, with a pre-em-
tive strategy two prominent pro-free-
dom parties, Jammu and Kashmir Liber-
ation Front (JKLF) and Jammat-e-Islami 
Jammu and Kashmir were banned by 
the government to prevent potential re-
action of the forcible imposition of new 

“Global peace is 
directly propor-

tional to the inter-
nal dynamics of a 
state and region-
al stability. Quite 
often the inter-

nal conflicts have 
spilled over the 

impact and cause 
the regional secu-

rity vulnerabilities, 
which further lead 
to deterioration of 

global peace.” 
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political laws.
Scraping article 370 and announcing 
new domicile law is the prognosis of the 
Iron Fist approach to deprive and dis-
empower the Kashmiri people through 
inflicting saffron nationalism targets. 
Those political gambits acquaint with 
draconian laws about the political fu-
ture of Kashmir proposes that the BJP 
government is fully determined to bring 
demographic changes by changing the 
Muslim majority region into a minority 
as per the Israel policy framework mod-
el of West Bank which seems a gamble 
to the existence of a state. The rise of the 
Hindu community in the valley would 
spark ethnic conflict, while the ongoing 
quagmire configuration would become 
more complex and hostile in foreseeable 
future. The Hindu-Muslim confrontation 
in Kashmir will have an indefinite dom-
ino effect into the rest of the country 
and it would bring the entire state on to 
the knees because currently, nineteen 
ongoing separatist movements pose in-
timidating challenges to the ethnically 
polarized Indian state sovereignty. The 
controversial citizenship amendment 
act would also catalyze to amplify the 
ideological and cultural fragmentation.
The complete blackout of internet ser-
vices and social media apparatus has 
nothing to do with the laws or security 
vulnerabilities. There are two certain 
reasons for adopting this kind of strin-
gent measure. Firstly,  with technological 
evaluation over the years, social media 
applications (Facebook, Twitter, U-Tube, 
and Instagram) have become an effective 
tool of promoting the freedom of strug-
gle by the indigenous masses and its di-
aspora across the world through sharing 
personal views, videos of alleged injus-
tice and mobilization of masses through 
innovative means (stories, poetry, doc-
umentaries, songs ) exposed Indian au-
tocracies. To restrain the criticism by 
the masses internet suspension is being 
imposed in occupied territory. Secondly, 
from the Indian perspective masses, in-
terconnectivity disengagement became 
essentially vital as it also plays a hand-
ful role in mobilizing the protests and 
strikes, therefore fearing the massive 
revolt due to the changing political land-
scape the government snapped modes of 
communication.

its political forays (revocation of article 
370 and domicile amendment) under 
the shadow of brutal forces to maintain 
status-quo through structural marginal-
ization of native masses facing massive 
criticism and squandered its claims of a 
profound secular democratic state. This 
unrealistic image further tarnished by 
its egregious human rights violations 
and clamp fundamental freedom in the 
disputed territory.
Amid of entire political and conflictual 
developments, unprovoked firing and 
LOC violations by India drastically in-
creased while its media apparatus at 
home and abroad repeatedly indulged 
propaganda against Pakistan and fraud-
ulently prove itself innocent in the glob-
al arena. Such a tactic orients from two 
aspects. First, LOC violations remained 
a consistent tool of Indian turbulent 
policies and its geographic complexi-
ties rescind the plausibility of figuring 
out the actual perpetrator. Second, es-
calated hostility with Pakistan at bor-
ders, tend to deviate the attention of the 
global world from the current situation 
of Kashmir, significantly the illegitimate 
changes made in the political milieu.
It is evident that the Modi regime Islam-
ophobic designs denting the contours 

of global peace and peaceful existence. 
Nevertheless, this myopic approach may 
inflict un-healing wounds on Indian do-
mestic integrity, and the already delicate 
foundation of peaceful coexistence and 
inter-faith harmony may vehemently 
be wrecked with unprecedented havoc. 
Promoting religious intolerance, hate 
crimes against the Muslim community 
have eliminated the plausibility of unity 
and cordiality between the Hindus and 
Muslims. The way Muslims are treated, 
it is definite that in foreseeable future a 
massive uprising may erupt, leading In-
dia to a rouge state.
Given recent developments, the sim-
mering crisis would further weaken 
the government, and India may witness 
daunting challenges due to the erup-
tion of religious clashes between two of 
its largest Indian identities. Driven by 
the fascist regime mindset, such ploys 
would have spilled over impact, and it 
may lead to global clashes between the 
two religious communities. The Modi 
noxious ideas of religious exploitation 
faced global backlash and proponents of 
global peace declared it a big threat to 
Indian sovereignty. 
The malpractice of flagrant human 
rights violations, political victimization, 
and draconian laws imposition towards 
the Kashmir erupting escalated violence 
and it also resurged the rebellious mili-
tancy in the Kashmir. Amid such devel-
opments, the growing concerns regard-
ing the Muslim identity would spree 
militancy inside other Indian states.
Under the current circumstances, the 
global world must intervene in complicit 
to the sanctity of RP2 doctrine. The in-
ternational institution must also stand 
up against the belligerence of the Modi 
regime Irrespective of their converging 
interests, the global powers should en-
force the Modi government to ensure 
the provision of fundamental rights of 
Muslims. Likewise, there is an urgency 
to the mitigation of the Kashmir crisis to 
attain peace and stability in the region. 
A collective effort is required to provide 
justice and undermine the inequality to 
the Muslims across the globe.  
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UN peacekeeping; operations is an es-
sential tenet of Pakistan’s foreign policy. 
It reflects the country’s willingness to 
undertake international obligations as 
a responsible member state of the UNO. 
Pakistan became a member of this world 
body on 30 September 1947, barely a 
month after it became independent. On 
the eve of the partition of India, a revolt 
broke out in the predominantly Muslim 
princely state of Kashmir against the 
Dogra Maharaja. On 27 October, Indian 
troops landed in Srinagar. Their mission 
was to stop the Pashtun tribesmen from 
assisting the Muslims of the Valley in 
their struggle for freedom from the re-
pressive rule of the Maharaja. In January 
1948, India took the issue of Kashmir 
to the UN. On 17 January, UN Security 
Council Resolution 37 was passed, ask-
ing both India and Pakistan to exercise 
restraint and to control the worsening 
situation in Kashmir. In April 1947, UN 
Security Council Resolution 47 called for 
a free and free plebiscite in Kashmir to 
let the people decide their own destiny. 
Meanwhile, the first group of UN military 
observers arrived in the mission area 
on 24 January of 1949 to supervise the 
ceasefire between India and Pakistan in 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir. These 
observers, under the command of the 
Military Adviser appointed by the UN 
Secretary-General, formed the nucleus of 
the UN Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP). Thus, Pakistan 
became among one of the first countries 
to host a UN Mission.
In 1950, Pakistan opted not become part 
of the UN forces in Korea under the com-
mand of US General Douglas MacArthur. 
In the absence of any security guaran-

tees, it was considered premature to 
commit troops overseas. It was a good 
decision because it would have pitted 
Pakistan against the People’s Republic of 
China. The two countries have a staunch 
relationship based on decades of shared 
interests. 
Pakistan first became part of a peace-
keeping operation in Congo in August 
1960. The 400 peacekeepers included 
members of the Ordinance and Army 
Services Corps and those on staff ap-
pointments. The transport to the mission 
area and within the mission area was the 
responsibility of the Pakistani logisti-
cians. Pakistan Navy also participated 
in ferrying across the peacekeepers. The 
Pakistani troops remained in the mission 
area until May 1964. 
On 1st of October 1961, UN Security 
Force (UNSF) was ordered to deploy 
in New Guinea. Their mandate was to 
oversee the peaceful handover of West 
Irian from the Netherland to Indonesia 
in anticipation of a plebiscite. Pakistan 
was given the exclusive responsibility 
of UN Temporary Executive Authority 
to maintain law and order. A composite 
task force comprising 14 Punjab Regi-
ment and 2 companies of 18 Punjab Reg-
iment along with supporting elements 
disembarked on the coast of Sorong after 
covering 6000 miles of sea journey. Their 
area of responsibility covered hundreds 
of miles. The Pakistani troops remained 
in New Guinea till April 1963. During 
their watch, they were able to prevent 
clashes among the warring parties and 
saw to it that the Dutch withdrew in an 
orderly manner. The Pakistani deploy-
ment was appreciated by the Indone-
sians and became the basis of friendly 
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ties between the two countries.
Pakistan’s participation in UN peace-
keeping operations declined after the 
1960s but picked up at the end of the 
Cold War. This period saw heightened 
peacekeeping activity as the US emerged 
as the sole superpower in the world. 
Pakistan at that time was experiencing 
international isolation as its position as 
the frontline ally of the US ended with 
the Afghan jihad and the defeat of the 
Soviet Union. International peacekeep-
ing provided Pakistan with an oppor-
tunity to keep itself relevant. Some of 
these were simple missions and others 
were highly complex involving great risk 
to the life and limb of the peacekeepers. 
From April 1989 to March 1990 Pakistan 
provided military observers as part of 
the UN Transition Assistance Group or 
UNTAG. This group ensured free and fair 
elections as a prelude to the indepen-
dence of Namibia from South Africa. In 
December 1991, Pakistani peacekeep-
ers became part of the UN Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission (UNIKOM). This 
mission was entrusted with the task of 
sanitizing and rehabilitating war-rav-
aged Kuwait. Their duties included po-
tentially hazardous activities such as 
demining and making the huge stock-
piles abandoned of ammunition and ex-
plosives ineffective. The operation was 

carried out by a task force of Pakistan 
Army Engineers belonging to Frontier 
Works Organization (FWO). They were 
assigned the most difficult area in the 
north of Kuwait City spread over 3000 
square kilometres. Subsequently, they 
were also tasked to reclaim the Bubiyan 
Island also. Over a thousand troops and 
civilians participated in this mission. 
Fortunately, there were no casualties.
In 1992, Pakistan sent troops for peace-
keeping missions in Africa, Asia, Ameri-

ca, and Europe. Each mission came with 
its own set of challenges. Somalia in 
the strategic Horn of Africa was in the 
throes of civil war and warlords were 
fighting among themselves for scarce 
resources. The situation had been com-
pounded due to famine and drought. Pa-
kistan was the first country to respond 
to the call for troops to supervise the 
humanitarian mission to Somalia. The 
mission in Somalia lasted from March 
1992 to February 1996. On 14 Septem-
ber 1992, the first batch of five hun-
dred Pakistani troops belonging to the 
Elite-7 Frontier Force Regiment landed 
in the battle-scarred capital Mogadishu. 
Their task was to prevent bandits from 
looting food supplies and ensure its 
safe delivery to the hungry population. 
Deployment of the security force was 
preceded by the arrival of an advance 
party of 50 UN observers sent to mon-
itor a truce among parties to the con-
flict. The mission changed names from 
UN operations in Somalia-I (UNOSOM I) 
to UNOSOM-II, as its mandate changed 
from Chapter 6 to Chapter 7. Overall, 
7200 troops participated in the peace-
keeping operations in Somalia. There 
were 39 casualties, 24 troops were 
killed in action on the 5th of June 1993. 
Despite this heavy loss, Pakistani troops 

Guiding Principles for Pakistan’s Foreign policy 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan and its first Governor-General, in a broadcast talk to 
the people of the USA in February 1948, outlined the following goals of Pakistan’s foreign policy:
“Our foreign policy is one of friendliness and goodwill towards all the nations of the world. We do not cherish 
aggressive designs against any country or nation. We believe in the principle of honesty and fair play in national 
and international dealings and are prepared to make our utmost contribution to the promotion of peace and pros-
perity among the nations of the world. Pakistan will never be found lacking in extending its material and moral 
support to the oppressed and suppressed peoples of the world, and in upholding the principles of the United Na-
tions Charter.”
The Constitution of Pakistan also lays down guidelines for the conduct of the foreign policy of the country. Article 
40 of the constitution provides that: “The State shall endeavour to preserve and strengthen fraternal relations 
among Muslim countries based on Islamic unity, support the common interests of the peoples of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America, promote international peace and security, foster goodwill and friendly relations among all nations 
and encourage the settlement of international disputes by peaceful means.”
The foreign policy of Pakistan is primarily directed to the pursuit of national goals of seeking peace and stability 
through international cooperation. Special emphasis is laid on economic diplomacy to take advantages offered 
by the process of globalization as also to face challenges of the 21st century. Our foreign policy is also geared to 
project the image of the country as a dynamic and moderate society.
The foreign policy of Pakistan seeks to promote the internationally recognized norms of interstate relations, i.e. 
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of all States, non-interference in the internal affairs of other States, 
non-aggression and peaceful settlement of disputes. Pakistan has therefore always sought to develop friendly and 
cordial relations with all countries of the world.
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continued to participate in this mission 
until the very end and were the last to 
withdraw. This was quite in contrast to 
the Americans, who quickly withdrew 
after the loss of 18 Marines on October 
3, 1993, during the famous Black Hawk 
down Operation. Incidentally, it was 
Pakistani troops, who rescued the be-
leaguered American Marines from the 
mean streets of Mogadishu.
The mission to Bosnia had a strong ap-
peal for the people of Pakistan. A Mus-
lim country that was being ethnically 
cleansed and where rape was being used 
a weapon of war and Pakistan wanted 
to play a meaningful role. The UN Pro-
tection Forces in Bosnia (UNPROFOR) 
lasted from March 1992 to February 
1996. Pakistani contingent consisted 
of two Battalion Groups and a National 
Support (NS) Headquarters for Bosnia 

and Croatia. 3000 troops served on this 
mission, 6 of whom lost their lives. They 
won the undying gratitude of the people 
of Bosnia for saving lives of innocent 
lives by risking their own lives. 
The killing fields of Cambodia attracted 
international attention. UN Transition-
al Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) was 
established order in the war-ravaged 
country. The UNTAC operated from 
March 1992 to November 1993. 1106 
Pakistani peacekeepers served on this 
mission. 2nd Battalion of the Azad Kash-
mir Regiment formed part of a force of 
15900 personnel from 32 countries. 
The peacekeepers in Cambodia super-
vised the withdrawal of all foreign forc-
es and cease-fire, disarmament, and 
demobilization of the warring factions. 
Pakistani peacekeepers also served on 
the staff and participated in mine clear-
ance. There were no casualties on this 
dangerous mission.
The UN Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINURSO) was estab-
lished by UN Security Council Resolu-

tion 690 of 29 April 1991 in accordance 
with settlement proposals accepted on 
30 August 1988 by Morocco and the 
Frente Popular para la liberación de 
agua el-Hamra y de río de Oro (Frente 
POLISARIO). Pakistani observers partic-
ipated with distinction on this mission.
UN Mission in Haiti (UNMIH) was formed 
after the 1991 coup and military rule in 
the Caribbean nation of Haiti. It lasted 
from 1993 to 1996. Pakistan provided 
one Infantry battalion for this mission. 
The battalion arrived in Haiti in March 
1995 and was deployed in Cap-Haïtien. 
There, the security situation was ex-
tremely volatile and there was a great 
deal of political unrest in the country. To 
instil confidence in the local populace, 
the Pakistani peacekeepers began an 
extensive patrolling program covering 
north, northeast, and central regions. 
This not only ensured a return to nor-
mality, but it also established a cordial 
relationship between the local popula-
tion. The presence of the peacekeepers 
gave confidence to the Haitian National 
Police and other government function-
aries, which led to a degree of stability 
and cooperation in the region. The Paki-
stani battalion also played a significant 
role in holding free and fair elections 
in the northern reaches of Haiti. It also 
participated in humanitarian assistance 
and was fully involved in food distri-
bution among impoverished people of 
Haiti. The Pakistani peacekeepers also 
shared their surplus rations with the lo-
cal population and earned a great deal 
of goodwill. To overcome, the scarcity of 
potable water, the Pakistani peacekeep-
ers surveyed the areas, where a well 
could be sunk and helped with the re-
pair and installation of water pumps in 
remote areas. Water bottles and biscuits 
were supplied to an orphanage. In rec-
ognition of their efforts, the orphanage’s 
school was named Pakistan School. Sev-
en military observers also participated 
in the mission and there were no casual-
ties on this mission.
UN assistance mission for Rwanda 
(UNAMIR) was established to help im-

UN Secretary Generals Praise 
Pakistani Peacekeepers

“I have personally met brave Pakistani 
men and women who served proud-
ly in some of our toughest missions 
around the world. They are truly an in-
spiration. Pakistan provides essential 
“boots on the ground” and also “Brains 
on the issues”. As a Secretary-Gener-
al, I can count on Pakistan to help our 
missions. The United Nations is deeply 
grateful for their contributions. Paki-
stan’s historic commitments to peace-
keeping have taken a heavy toll. 132 
Pakistanis have lost their lives while 
serving the UN. We owe them a great 
debt of gratitude.”
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon – 
21st Jan 2013
“Pakistan is among the top contribu-
tors to UN Peacekeeping. It was inspir-
ing to meet some of the brave women 
and men who are serving for peace 
around the world. Thank you for your 
service and sacrifice!
UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres tweet praising Pakistani peace-
keepers during his visit to Pakistan (18 
February 2020)
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plement the Arusha Peace Agreement 
signed by the Rwandese parties on 4 
August 1993. UNAMIR mandate and 
strength were adjusted to face of the 
tragic events of the genocide and the 
changing situation in the country. UN-
AMIR’s mandate came to an end on 8 
March 1996. Seasoned Pakistani diplo-
mat Ambassador Shaharyar M. Khan as 
the special representative of the secre-
tary-general and head of mission super-
vised the mission. After the closure of 
UNAMIR, Mr. Khan continued as the Sec-
retary-General’s Special Representative 
through April 1996.
Established to assist the Government of 
Angola and the União Nacional para an 
Independência Total de Angola (UNITA) 
in restoring peace and achieving na-
tional reconciliation on the basis of the 
Peace Accords for Angola, signed on 31 
May 1991, the Lusaka Protocol signed 
on 20 November 1994, and relevant Se-
curity Council resolutions. 14 military 
observers participated in the UN mis-
sion in Angola from February 1995 to 
June 1997. There were no casualties on 
this mission.
After the Demilitarization Agreement 
signed between the Croatian Govern-
ment and the Serb representatives in 
November 1995 at Erdut, the UN was 
asked to take steps for the implemen-
tation of the agreement in war-ravaged 
areas of Eastern Slavonia, Baranya and 
western Sirmium within a period of 
thirty days. UN transitional authority in 
Eastern Slavonia (UNTAES) remained 
operational from May 1996 – August 
1997. A 1000-soldier strong, Pakistan 
army Contingent joined UNTAES in the 
first week of May 96 and assumed its 
duties on 18 May 96 after relieving Bel-
gian troops. 
UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) 
(October 1999 to December 2005) was 
a success story. During the mission the 
UN Security Council approved several 
requests of military assistance which 
drew to a final force of 17,500 military 
personnel, including the 260 military 
observers, the Council took this decision 
by its resolution 1346, and, by the same 
resolution, approved a revised concept 
of operations. Pakistan being the largest 
contributor to this mission sent a com-
posite force of three Battalion Groups 
and one engineer battalion. Lt Gen. 
Sajjad Akram of Pakistan Army served 
as the Force Commander and Chief 
Military Observer from October 2003 
to September 2005. In all, 5000 troops 

participated in this mission. Six men lost 
their lives while serving on this mission.
Approximately 5000 Pakistani women 
and men currently serve in seven UN op-
erations. A vast majority deployed in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
the Darfur region of Sudan and the Cen-
tral African Republics (CAR). Pakistan’s 
participation in peacekeeping opera-
tions has involved not only soldiers but 
also police, civilian volunteers, and dip-
lomats. Shahzadi Gulfam a police officer 
was awarded a medal for her perfor-
mance in the UN peacekeeping opera-
tions in East Timor. Pakistan is currently 
working to increase the gender balance 
by sending more female peacekeepers. 
A particularly important feature is the 
deployment of the Female Engagement 
Team in DRC in 2019. This team has 
won high praise for responding to the 
vulnerable segments of the society in a 
war zone such as women and children. 
Female military observers and those on 
the staff have earned praise for their ex-
pertise and competence. UN peacekeep-

ing is part of Pakistan’s military diplo-
macy. It showcases the professionalism 
of its first-rate army and presents its 
soft image to the world. It has not only 
won hearts and minds in remote areas 
of the world; it has enhanced its image a 
peace-loving country.
Pakistan attaches a lot of importance to 
the training to the training of the peace-
keepers. The Centre for Internation-
al Peace and Stability (CIPS) provides 
training to Pakistani and foreign peace-
keepers. This is the only institution of 
its kind located in a University. Estab-
lished in 2013 in the National University 
of Sciences and Technology (NUST) was 
inaugurated by the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-Moon. In February 2020, 
the current secretary-general Antonio 
Guterres visited CIPS, praised the Pa-
kistani peacekeepers for their courage, 
dedication, and acknowledged their 
sacrifices. 157 men and women have 
laid down their lives in the service of 
humanity so far. Pakistan is proud of its 
peacekeepers. 

Words of appreciation for the Pakistani peacekeepers 
from heads of states and leading UN officials

Premier Zhou En Lai on the performance of Pakistani peacekeepers in West Irian: 
“The only example in UN history, when a UN Military Force had gone in, performed 
its role honestly and came out was Pakistan’s Military contingent in Indonesia 
(West Irian).”
Indonesian President Sukarno also acknowledged the services of Pakistan Army 
peacekeepers by saying: “It was because of Pakistani troops that Indonesia and 
Pakistan came close together, they were Pakistan’s best ambassadors.”
Major General Thomas M. Montgomery, Deputy Commander UN Forces in Soma-
lia acknowledged the bravery of the Pakistani soldiers in rescuing US Marines on 
3rd October 1993 operation: “Many of the soldiers are alive today because of the 
willingness and skill of the Pakistani soldiers who worked jointly in a rescue oper-
ation. We are thankful to the people and army of Pakistan for sending such splen-
did soldiers to Somalia whom we feel proud to serve with. Pakistani soldiers have 
been completely dependable even in the most difficult circumstances. They have 
shouldered a huge and dangerous load of UNOSOM and the Somali people.”
Paul Klein, Transitional Administrator UN for Eastern Slavonia (UNTAES) from 17 
January 1996 to 1 August 1997 appreciated the Pakistani peacekeepers: “I wish 
to reaffirm my gratitude and appreciation for the professionalism, the Pakistani 
contingent has displayed during the stay in Eastern Slavonia. They are indeed per-
forming great services to humanity.”
Lakhdar Brahimi, Algerian diplomat serving as the UN Secretary General’s Special 
Representative to Haiti: “It gives me great pleasure to express my warmest con-
gratulation and sincere admiration for the splendid work the officers and men of 
Pakistani battalion have done all over Haiti.”
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T he year started with 
the health emergency-
Covid-19—which later 
became a global pandem-
ic and gave rise to an eco-
nomic as well as humani-

tarian crisis. The governments across 
the world decided to implement na-
tionwide lockdowns to contain the 
spread of the virus and save lives. As a 
result, economic activities were put on 
halt and millions became jobless. The 
nation-wide lockdowns and decline in 
economic activity across globe led the 
world economy in the worst recession 
proceeded by the Great Depression of 
1930. South Asian region constitutes 
a quarter of the global population and 
more than one-third its total popula-
tion lives under the poverty line and 
suffer from social pandemics like hun-
ger and poverty and have minimal op-
portunities and facilities respectively. 
This overpopulated and relatively de-
prived region was most stricken from 
the economic recession and the quar-
antine period of six months obliterat-
ed the developmental pace countries 
of this region had secured so far. Peo-
ple living at the extreme margins have 
been influenced by the disintegrated 
social protection, extensive informal 
economic activities and huge vacu-
um in public health infrastructure. 
The pandemic has also undermined 
the progress this region has made to 
achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).
Although the novel coronavirus pan-

demic had affected the economic de-
velopment of all countries but South 
Asia is among the most affected one. 
The virus had many maleficent effects, 
whichwill be experiencedby the global 
population in the years to come. The 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) esti-
mated that COVID-19had resulted in 
economic losses worth $4 trillion and 
coerced the countries to turn inwards. 
Territorial borders were closed, mass-
es were sequestered, and international 
institutions doing their utmost to not 
lose their influence, and ideals of coop-
eration and interaction do not subside. 
World witnessed a surge in isolation-
ism, racism, ethnocentrism, protec-
tionism and inequality, and new forms 
of inequality, injustice, discrimination 
became surfacing in terms of interna-
tional travel. Besides, there had been 
different types of barriers in the health 
sector as well, where the underdevel-
oped countries received less attention 
and contagion became a blame game. 
The new types of racism have been wit-
nessed by fanning the flames of hatred 
which already existed. This never-end-
ing blame game is sowing new seeds 
of conflicts and anarchy in the world. 
Today, the world is interconnected and 
interdependent, and a development in 
one part of the world have repercus-
sions for other regions as well. 
The policies of protectionism, which 
are adopted by the nations across the 
globe, have thrown the global supply 
chains into disarray. As the anxiety 
and fear increased, there has been 
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an increase in the opposition by the 
countries for cooperation and trade 
exchange, as they want to hoard the 
supplies for their personal use. The 
consequences and implications of this 
protectionism is hindering the global 
cooperation and prevalence of such 
practices can abolish the liberal order 
of the world.  It will also have a ripple 
effect on the other halves of the world, 
specifically for South Asian region. The 
South Asian region has already wit-
nessed a public health disaster in the 
pandemic. There is economic instabil-
ity, poor governance, political turmoil, 
terrorism and unending conflicts in 
the region. The virus has threatened 
the social and economic environment 
of the South Asian region because 
it isalready densely populated and 
practicing social distancing is imprac-
ticable. Geographically, the region is 
located near the hotspots of coronavi-
rus like China and Iran. Recently, there 
has been an upsurge in the infected 
patients despite all the precautionary 
measure taken to preventthe spread of 
the coronavirus. 
South Asia is the region having highest 
urban population density and it also 
have the top five most densely populat-
ed cities of the world. The region con-
stitutes more than a fifth of the global 
population and accounts for 15 per 
cent of the global economic produc-
tion. The overpopulation of this region 
and inadequate health facilities had 
costed thousands of lives during this 
pandemic. The only available means 
for the governments of South Asian 
countries were to adopt the social dis-
tancing measures for controlling the 
spread of this novel virus. The coun-
tries of the region also lack scientific 
development, which is why they are 
not able to develop the vaccine and 
testing kits for this novel disease. 
World Bank estimates tell that near-
ly 100 million people could cross the 
threshold of poverty by the pandem-
ic and thereafter. It is also estimated 
that the economic activity in the South 
Asian region might shrink by 2.7% in 
the current year. The region was ex-
pected to rise as the next global hub of 
business and trade but the obstacles-
brought in by the pandemic will halt 
its growth drastically. The difference 
in growth between the South and the 
rest of Asian economies will be grow 
over the period. According to the sta-
tistics of the World Bank, the average 
per capita income of South Asian states 
in 2018 was $1900 in comparison with 
$4500 for the ASEAN countries and 
China, it is almost $9700. 
While comparing the growth rate be-
fore and after the COVID crisis, a huge 
difference from +6.1% to -2.7% has 
been witnessed for South Asia. This 
represents a massive difference of 
-8.8% points overall. It will be going to 
have some serious consequences for 
the region both economically and so-
cially as it is a valuable loss of income. 
The livelihood and wellbeing of the 

residents of this region will be high-
ly affected even after the pandemic. 
Maldives tops the list of the countries 
which had been affected badly with a 
squeeze of -13% in the GDP which was 
at +6.1% earlier. Then there is India 
which has -3.2% GDP growth post-pan-
demic and this rate was +7.1% before 
COVID. The other countries’ econo-
mies like Bangladesh, Bhutan and Ne-
pal may grow to some extent with the 
marginal amount. Among many rea-
sons of economic recession, one of the 
major reasons is the unavailability of 
workers, raw materials, less demand 
and disruptive supply chain along with 
many other logistic problems. Among 
other reasons, the escalating protec-
tionism, especially between USA and 
China and other developed countries 
also impeded the global economic ac-
tivity. The closure of the international 
borders and the restrictions on trans-
port due to this pandemic has been a 
shock to the trade. Due to these restric-
tions, the World Trade Organization 
has expected that there will be a down-
turn in the global trade between 13 to 
32 per cent in the current year. This 
decline in trade will be in double digits 
according to WTO. The exporters of the 
region are facing the challenge of can-
cellation of production orders. South 
Asian economies like Bangladesh are 
highly dependent on exports of a few 
products like readymade garments 
and has access to only two markets 
i.e. European Union and US. There is 
a minimal possibility to find any other 
market for its products, which is why 
Bangladesh is facing this challenge of 
order cancellations of exports. Nepal 
also has access to the aforementioned 
big markets for its handicrafts prod-
ucts and its economy is also affected 
by the cancellations. Nepal’s 1.1 mil-
lion population is directly or indirectly 

linked to the exports business and they 
have no employment in the current 
times. There has been a 54% reduc-
tion in the exports of Pakistan main-
ly due to the deferral of orders in the 
textile sector. India has faced a loss of 
US $25 billion in its exports. Sri Lanka 
has 52% of its exports in its apparel in-
dustry, it faced a loss of US $1.5 billion 
from March to June this year, and the 
reason is obvious. 
Tourism has played a crucial role in 
building up the economies of the South 
Asian region. This informal sector gen-
erates income for millions of people 
both directly and indirectly. It consti-
tutes 9% of the South Asian GDP. The 
GDP share of Maldives is 66.13%, Paki-
stan 7.14%, Nepal 7.93%, India 9.34%, 
and Sri Lanka with 12.51%. The avail-
able data reveals that the tourist arriv-
als in Nepal, Sri Lanka and India have 
seen a recession of 70% in March this 
year. When the virus hit Pakistan, it 
was in the middle of initial years of the 
loan agreements signed with the IMF. 
The conditions and demands put for-
ward by IMF while sanctioning the loan 
were already responsible for growth to 
be standstill. In the near future, it is ex-
pected that the growth rate will remain 
low and revival of exports is only way 
to boost the country’s economy. It is a 
difficult time as the growth production 
is already low and because the main 
export markets of Pakistan are facing 
a downturn economically due to pan-
demic. Therefore, any hope for the eco-
nomic revival instantly remains bleak. 
The countries in South Asia need to 
work on their priorities, their capabil-
ities and what are the extreme chal-
lenges faced by them. The solution to 
all the problems of South Asian coun-
tries is cooperation on a larger scale. 
The wisest step by these countries 
was taken in March 2020 to conduct a 
virtual SAARC conference after many 
hurdles, especially the Indo-Pak rela-
tionship has been a huge impediment 
in the inefficient working of SAARC. 
We have been witness to the concept 
of disaster diplomacy and how it had 
been remained transitory. The region 
remained poorly integrated and divid-
ed despite all the threats of economic 
recession due to COVID and no effec-
tive measures have been taken to tack-
le this unseen enemy. 
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Pakistan’s gemstone industry in 
doldrums,” it has yet to mark 
its triumph through becoming 
remedy of current economic 
soft patch and paving path for 

indigenous sustainable growth in fore-
seeable future. Holding the fifth largest 
gemstone reserves of the world, the 
country offers diversified precious and 
semi- precious potential reservoirs in 
different areas. For instance, the most 
important are Emerald from the Swat 
Valley, followed by Ruby and Spinel from 
the Hunza Valley holds worldwide rec-
ognition due to its exceptional quality. 
Similarly, notable are pink Topaz from 
Katlang near Mardan city, and Aqua-
marine from Dassu near Slzardu area. 
Apart from this, Sapphire, Jade, Quartz, 
Lapis Lazuli, and some ornamental 
stones have also been found in various 
regions of the country. Statistically, Pa-
kistan’s annual gemstone exports is ap-
proximately $3.7 billion. It is a dismay-
ing fact that 80% of revenue generated 
by this [industry] through exporting 
raw material. Whereas, annual export 
capacity of only three gemstones com-
prised of  800,000 carats of Ruby, 87000 
of carats of Emerald and five billion of 
Peridot. In retrospect, a total annual 
production reported in the late 1970s 
was over $1 million. Whereas in the 
year 1948 only five resource minerals 
were known to exist in any quantity, to-
day at least 16 minerals, including gem 
materials. As a result, over the years the 
industry present descending trajectory 
of progress path with looming threats 
of even complete collapse as it could 
not even find a place in the top 10 gem 
exporter’s countries of Asian Continent. 

It can be argued that despite its im-
mense potential of strengthening con-
tours of national economic architec-
ture why this industry plugged with 
enduring crisis. Introspection suggest 
that there are numerous fundamental 
imperatives and policy impediments 
which are thwarting the gemstone in-
dustrial flourishment emblems.
• At government level, it lacks a 
“centralized mechanism” for entire pro-
cess of mining and trading. Different 
ministries associated with reference 
to the mining, processing and trade of 
gemstones. Currently, apart from pro-
vincial governments, Ministry of Trade 
and Commerce, Ministry of Industries 
and Production, Pakistan’s Mineral de-
velopment Cooperation (PMDC), Paki-
stan gems and Jewelry Development 
Company (PGJDC), and private com-
panies are major stakeholders, which 
draws ambiguous configurations due to 
divergent interests, non-coherent poli-
cies and discoordination fallouts leads 
to breakdown of plausible gemstone 
economy. 
• The effective exploration of 
gemstone reservoir faces setback with 
institutional framework inadequacies. 
Pakistan’s gemstone industry is driven 
by dozens of small-scale mines and ar-
tisanal. The major impediment includes 
poor capital investment, insignificant 
technical expertise, lack of modern 
technological equipment’s and experi-
enced labor entire mechanism in disar-
rays. There is limited technical, econom-
ic and legal assistance by the designated 
authorities regarding the mining, pro-
cessing and trading mechanisms to the 
affiliated companies and contractors. 

Pakistan’s Gemstone Industry: 
A Potential Economic Resource

Syed Mushahid Naqvi
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• With reference to internation-
al exports of gemstones, the industry 
clearly remains below par while having 
accessibility to the compatible interna-
tional market. Domestically, heavy taxes 
are imposed on the exports while it also 
faces plentiful issues regarding custom 
clearance. 
•  Deficient revenue collection 
and value addition aspects ensues ma-
jor obstruction, for example gemstone 
trade earns low revenue as compare to 
other global competing actors due to 
non-coherent trading mechanism. Most 
often the government and stakeholders 
fails to strike a fair deal in accordance 
to the quality of exported gems. Con-
sequently, it ends up with low revenue 
generation value. Despite having abun-
dance raw reservoirs, the wanting pro-
cessing set up leads to low value addi-
tion of the exports.
• Currently unsatisfactory laws 
and regulations for gemstone mining, 
processing and trade resulting into 
weak oversight of entire industry. Gem-
stone companies and contractors tend 
to operate outer realm of private sector 
leading to illicit trade and illegal activi-
ties, raising grave apprehensions. 
• The gemstone extraction and 
mining procedure predominately rely 
on conventional methods of blasting and 
drilling. The risk-stricken method often 
results into catastrophic incidents and 
hazardous health issues for the engaged 
manpower. Likewise, it also rescinds the 
gemstone quality.
• Social normative, cultural and 
geographic constraints are the core 
imperatives of stalling growth. For in-
stance, majority of reservoirs founded 
in the higher altitude geographic re-
gions, the lack of basic infrastructure 
halts accessibility. Furthermore, major-
ity of discovered sites own by the local 
feudal lords who in majority of cases 
remain reluctant for mining or tend to 
strike commission based deals at their 
own terms and conditions.
• The country also falling short to 
establish gemstone markets in aligned 
with competitive capacity to the inter-
national markets of gemstone.  Unfor-
tunately, there is only one market in 
Peshawar city, largely comprised on an-
cient furbishing tendencies.  
• Absence of domestic markets 
and advanced processing mechanisms 
coerces raw material sales, thus the 
product sold in international market 
holds no national recognition because 
majority of traders sell it with their own 
brand names after processing. Thus our 
indigenous gemstone industry remains 
unexplored and untapped by the lead-
ing gemstone industries. 
• Notably, there are no branding 
and advertising strategies which can 
promote the local product in local and 
international markets. As a result, de-
spite its massive scope, there is no for-
eign direct investment in this sector. 
• Feasible security environment 
is another grey areas which encumbers 
the progressive growth of the gemstone 
industry. Terrorism in the country had 
mayhem repercussions to and there in 

an uphill task to recuperate the secure 
image for foreign direct investment and 
robust gemstone trading activities. In 
addition, intervening imperatives such 
as Covid-19, poor economic growth 
also made the investors hesitant due to 
prevailing uncertainties in Gemstone in-
dustry. 
• CPEC project has provided 
economic incentives to all other major 
industries. However, the government 
missed out to a vital opportunity vis-à-
vis brining substantial gains from this 
mega project to the gemstone industry 
of Pakistan. Likewise, prioritization of 
other industries also complicated the 
gemstone sector.
•  This sector also have holds 
deficiency of surveillance and account-
ability. Minimal attention from the gov-
ernment led to impoverishments and 
malpractices of nepotism, corruption 
and bribery. 
To address the issues and impediments, 
the government need to devise multi-
pronged inclusive strategy by engag-
ing all the stakeholders to ensure far-
fetched objectives of gemstone sector. 
In account to this following radical steps 
can be opted: 
• Capital investment is funda-
mentally imperative to revamp the 
waning gemstone sector. Followed by 
extensive technological and logistical 
assistance, coupled with viable trading 
contours may strengthen to achieve tar-
geted goals. Provincial and federal level 
task force committees can be establish 
to identify the grey areas of policy for-
mulation and respective challenges.  
•  Revenue generation value can 
be increased by replacing conventional 
mining, cutting and processing tech-
niques with advance technological ma-
chinery and gadgets, which will assist to 
boost the final product production and 
eventually the raw gemstone trade may 
decrease. 
• Concerned quarters should en-
sure the identification of comparative 
advantage to broaden the horizons of 
exporting capacity, aligned with com-
parative trends of the international 
gemstone market. The federal govern-
ment can play a key role in fostering 
liberalized trading policies and en-
couraging gemstone exports. Notably, 
engagement with noble International 
gemstone industry forums will help to 
pursue the desired targets.
• The government needs to in-
vest in skill development programs and 
technology transfer of the gemstone 
industry. In this regard, the foundation 
of international standard laboratories, 
technical training centers at the provin-

cial level would ultimately create skilled 
Labor for the gemstone industry. 
• The gemstone industry poten-
tially demands structural taxation re-
forms. In this regard, the federal govern-
ment can offer competitive fiscal terms. 
Introducing Tax breaks will allow mar-
gin maximization and it also benefits to 
seek access to the international market. 
The provincial government should ini-
tiate establishment of special economic 
zones, creating tax incentives for gem-
stones, or waiving other taxes and du-
ties that will increase the revenue gen-
eration of the gemstone industry.
• To subvert the economic con-
straint, the mechanism of extending 
credit to the gemstone industry can 
be introduced. The loan scheme facili-
ties may help small- and medium-scale 
gemstone enterprises. Furthermore, the 
model of “gem banking” can be replicat-
ed to make productive investments and 
weathering market downturns.
• Establishing process of in-
ter-agency coordination is essentially 
vital to uplift the prospect of gemstone 
economy. Furbishing inclusive coordi-
nation between custom department and 
subjective institutions associated with 
the gemstone production and export 
such as federal and provincial govern-
ment ministries may extend efficien-
cy of information sharing in context of 
weaknesses and consolidate the collec-
tive state’s approach to pursue trade 
policies.
• Federal and provincial authori-
ties should provide guidance in abiding 
by relevant certification and/or due dil-
igence requirements. This may be most 
efficiently accomplished with collabora-
tion with other stakeholders, including 
civil society and the international com-
munity 
• Stringent reformative mea-
sures require to address the issues of 
standardize rates, transparency sustain-
able exporting procedure, and strength-
ening accountability process to gain 
maximum profit.
• The government need to cre-
ate a sustainable accessibility to the 
international market. For that effective 
branding strategies and offering oppor-
tunities for foreign direct investments at 
easy concession will surely benefit this 
industry. 
• Somehow the policy makers 
should devise strategic policies to bring 
this industry under the CPEC calcu-
lus through creating Special Economic 
zones in different regions.    
• Different successful models of 
the gemstone industry across the world 
can be replicated to improve indigenous 
structure. Seeking advocacy from those 
countries and training the local experts 
and professionals will bring strength 
and prosperity.
To conclude with, the gemstone indus-
try hopes serious consideration for 
its sustainability and growth from the 
concerned authorities. Otherwise, it’s 
on the brink of complete cripple. Thus 
collective effort is require to boost this 
significant contour of national economic 
trajectory.

“Pakistan holds the fifth largest gem-
stone reserves of the world. With 
this staggering potential, it can be-
come the remedy for our economic 
soft patch. However, the gemstone 
industry requires preferential treat-
ment vis-à-vis capital investment and 
structural reforms, in aligned with the 
principles of global competitive gem-
stone markets.”
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It’s been decades now since the 
Kashmir standoff is a bone of 
contention between Pakistan 
and India. Last year in August 
Modi’s government revoked 
the special status of Indian oc-

cupied Kashmir. This was indeed the 
most troublesome decision by Indi-
an administration in the valley since 
the occupation. Soon after the abro-
gation of Article 370 strict curfew 
has been imposed with complete 
lockdown in order to curb the agita-
tion.  Kashmiri political leaders have 
been in prison since then whether 
they are pro Indian or anti Indian 
politicians.  India also revoked arti-
cle 35A which was introduced back 
in 1954. There is an intentional ap-
proach behind this move of Modi. 
The Article 35A which was revoked 
actually was a provision in order to 
authorize the state legislature in the 
capital Srinagar to further identify 
who is a permanent resident so he 
has the right to buy the property and 
to get the job. Later on the domicile 
law by India promulgated in the val-
ley is another attempt to promote 
demographic changes in the area. 
This is also an attempt to alter the 
future of Kashmir and kashmiris.
 Everyone knows the history that how 
India infused conspiracy in Kashmir 
and occupied the valley. India also 
didn’t give any importance to Secu-
rity Council’s resolutions regarding 
Kashmir dispute. Plebiscite is the 
only way out but for this particular 
act there should be a fair path to em-
ulate which is not at all possible un-
der siege of terror. Kashmiri youth is 
fighting against the state sponsored 

terrorism by India. Pulwama inci-
dent is an evident example or rath-
er should say a repercussion of the 
brutalities that Kashmiris are facing 
since long. The question arises here 
is, what is the way out right now to 
emulate? The history of dialogues 
between Pakistan and India clearly 
indicates that India never wanted 
dialogues on Kashmir dispute. They 
were always reluctant to talk about 
the dispute since they know that 
don’t have any concrete argument 
to defend their stance. There is need 
to give Kashmiris the full spectrum 
political freedom. It should include 
freedom of assembly, speech, and 
press so they can express as well as 
become a part of a legislative body. 
International community should be 
allowed to visit the occupied valley 
and there shouldn’t be any restric-
tion. Foreign organizations should 
also have access to the area so they 
can monitor elections/plebiscite. 
Since India is not following the Sim-
la agreement Third Party Mediation 
could be considered as well. 
It is the right of the people of Kash-
mir to live a life of their choice lio-
ke other Nations around the globe. 
They want to acquire on and build 
a healthy democratic society in 
Kashmir. They want to live in syn-
chronization and peace with their 
neighbours. But there are immense 
impediments to achieve peace in 
Kashmir. The more uncomplicated 
solution would be the implementa-
tion of United Nations resolutions 
on Kashmir, leading to a plebiscite 
which would give Kashmiris the 
choice of either Indian or Pakistani 

PM Imran Khan in UNGA 
highlighted the implications 
of abrogation of Article 370 

and tried to stir the con-
science of the international 
community for stopping the 

impending humanitarian 
crisis in IOK.
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rule. India doesn’t want this as they 
don’t want to be embarrassed in 
front of international community. 
There should also be a gradual with-
drawal of troops, self-governance 
with no changes to the region’s bor-
ders as well as a mechanism derived 
under the UN resolutions. All these 
solutions would prove to be futile if 
the Kashmiris are not involved in the 
whole process.  In the longer term, 
greater autonomy for the region 
might appear to be a solution. The 
domestic issue of peace and justice 
for the people of Indian occupied 
Kashmir is considered as a foreign 
policy query for Pakistan and India. 
Until they can pull back from the 
edge of war and talk to each other, 
Kashmir’s future remains bleak.
Undoubtedly Kashmir dispute can 
bring dangerous consequences in 
the region if remain unsolved. Every 
passing moment is actually bring-
ing it close to the disaster. When we 
look at the history of adopting dip-
lomatic sources to resolve the issue 
by Pakistan we came to know that 
Pakistan has always highlighted the 
issue. In 2010, Pakistani officials at 
UN General Assembly emphasized 
on the need for international  inter-
vention in Indian occupied Kashmir. 
Pakistan also called for an interven-
tion by United States in the occupied 
region but the Indian stance was 
the same as they never welcomed 
third-party intervention. The Unit-
ed States would surely benefit from 
peace in Kashmir. A way forward in 
Kashmir is possible only as part of 
an improving Pakistan-India rela-
tionship. In 2019, PM Imran Khan 
in his address to the UN General As-
sembly has expressed his stance and 

further highlighted the implications 
of the Indian action of abrogation of 
Article 370 for peace and security in 
the region. He also tried to stir the 
conscience of the international com-
munity. He made it clear that their 
intervention in stopping the im-
pending humanitarian crisis in IOK 
is the need of the time. 
The repercussions of the Imran 
Khan’s address can also be count-
ed as people around the world ex-
pressed concerns on the situation 
in Kashmir and demanded to end 
the lockdown but unfortunately they 
refrained themselves to address the 
real issue which is the matter of 
self-determination and solution of 
the issue under the resolutions of 

UN General Assembly. Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan had a meeting with 
President Donald Trump last year.  
His main focus was the Kashmir is-
sue. President Trump while recip-
rocated offered to mediate between 
Pakistan and India once again.  Pres-
ident Trump and PM Imran Khan 
also discussed views on how to 
de-escalate the conflicting situation 
caused by the same issue. Though 
PM Modi rejected the offer made 
by President Trump which shows 
the actual policy of India. President 
Trump applauded the diplomatic ef-
forts being made by Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in order to save the re-
gion as well as the world from any 
anticipated disaster. Emulating the 
diplomatic drive, PM Imran Khan 
met New Zealand Prime Minister Ja-
cinda Ardern and shared his views 
about the anti-Muslim sentiments 
and Islamophobia among the people 
specially those living in the west. 
 Here again by availing this oppor-
tunity PM Khan briefed her about 
the atrocities faced by the people 
of Indian occupied Kashmir in the 
hands of Indian administration. He 
actually presented the case of IOK 

to aware the world. On the occasion 
Imran Khan clearly stated that once 
the curfew is lifted in the occupied 
valley of Kashmir, there is a possibil-
ity of mass murder of the residents 
just as it happened in Gujarat. He 
further asserted that Kashmir dis-
pute should be highlighted at every 
international forum in order to avert 
India from oppressing unarmed in-
nocent Kashmiri. He also met many 
other leaders and head of the states 
and briefed them on the matter. Pa-
kistan is also using forums of all the 
regional entities to engage the inter-
national community. The purpose 
is to tell the world that Kashmir is 
burning and India is fueling it more 
willingly. It is compulsory to tell the 
world that the radical ideology of 
Hindutva is not only dangerous for 
the region but it has far reaching im-
plications.  PM Modi along with his 
political party BJP has the agenda 
to derail the peace of the region for 
vested interests. Actually it’s not a 
political party but a further exten-
sion of RSS. International arbitration 
is mandatory in case of Kashmir dis-
pute to further end the human rights 
abuses as well as to reach out some 
settlement which further highlights 
a commute to solve the issue.  Modi 

who is ideologically inspired by Ger-
man Nazism trying to show that as 
if he is the greatest leader in the re-
gion which is no more than a joke. 
India is currently in the most draco-
nian form it has ever been. Pakistan 
is using all the available options to 
pressure India over Kashmir.
Unrelenting oppression and brutal-
ities on Kashmiris is a continuous 
phenomenon in Indian-occupied 
Kashmir. The enormous estrange-
ment of the public demands a re-
vised state policy. The people of 
Kashmir want freedom from India 
and for the same reason their right 
of self-determination must now be 

supported by the international com-
munity.
 The obligations of internal politics in 
India can and will force to have some 
escalation on border with Pakistan. 
United States can play a crucial and 
constructive role to resolve Kashmir 
dispute. Disagreement between In-
dia and Pakistan on Kashmir needs 
to be resolved now. Apparently, the 
utmost solution is the independence 
of Kashmir from India and conse-
quently joining the other part.  UN 
resolution regarding referendum 
is very much clear in this regard. 
Certainly, status quo can’t hold for 
long. War is not the solution. India 
and Pakistan must resolve Kashmir 
dispute now. Peace in the region is 
associated with the solution of this 
particular issue.  However it seems 
like a facilitator should be there for 
support. The international pressure 
can compel India to sit and talk on 
the matter. This is even in favour of 
India as well. Rather than blaming 
Pakistan, Modi should step forward 
to solve the issue even through some 
back door diplomacy. Pakistan is en-
gaging the international community 
to highlight the issue. Recently Pa-
kistan presented a map in a virtual 
meeting of SCO to show solidarity 
with the people of IOK and to tell the 
world what is the actual situation 
and how India is trying to portray 
the story. There is huge potential in 
the region when it comes to trade, 
strategic cooperation and other 
implications likewise but nothing 
can be achieved in an environment 
where there is a rift in relations be-
tween the neighbouring countries.   
There is a palpable need for resump-
tion of dialogue to address all issues, 
especially the Kashmir dispute. 
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There has always been a cordial relationship between Azerbaijan and Pakistan because both share a common culture, history and traditions. 
Both countries share the same perception on global and regional matters and also have supported each other regarding different issues at 
the international forums. The entrenched affinities among the two have developed a strong bond of friendship. Pakistan is among the three 
countries that accepted the independence of Azerbaijan. The two countries established their diplomatic relationship in June 1992 and since 
then the relationship between the two had been smooth. Pakistan’s first embassy was opened in March 1993 in Baku and in August 1997, 
Azerbaijan opened its embassy in Pakistan. The cooperation between the two involved certain spheres and the range of which involves pol-
itics, economy, security and defence. Azerbaijan enjoys its relations with Pakistan as the relationship is expediting steadily. The cooperation 
among the two has been quite productive and many projects have also been signed. The projects involve working on the defence industry, 
security, humanitarian and social fields, education, science, energy and many others. This has been confirmed by the Ambassador of Azer-
baijan in Islamabad, Ali Alizada, on the National Day of the state.The Ambassador further clarified that there are some visits expected in the 
yesteryear from both sides by the government and military personnel. He also mentioned the repercussions of COVID on the cooperation 
between the two states. COVID has halted many projects which had been successful if they got completed on time. During these hard times, 

both states extended their hands of cooperation to each other for a better future. The Heydar Aliyev Foundation of Azerbaijan has been do-
ing the humanitarian social work in Pakistan during this pandemic. Not only has this but Azerbaijan has also extended the financial aid to Pa-
kistan. This aid was given t prevent the spread of the virus and also to eliminate the repercussions of COVID-19 from Pakistan. Pakistan also 
acknowledged the efforts of Azerbaijan in fighting the novel virus. The president of Pakistan also attended an online summit with the motto 
‘United against COVID-19’. This summit was a meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement and the force which initiated it was the President of 
Azerbaijan. The Presidents of both nations acknowledged the significance of the online NAM summit to strengthen the efforts of fighting the 
pandemic. At a broader level, it will contribute significantly to consolidate solidarity and will also ensure international cooperation among 
the countries. The two presidents also ensured that they will reinforce each other’s stance on global platforms whenever needed. Ali Alizada 
has mentioned that the two countries will support each other on the issues of Kashmir and Nagorno-Karabakh along with the lines of UN 
Security Council resolutions. He also said that this has been discussed in every meeting to reinforce the collaborations and cooperation 
beyond the regional level. The ‘Nagorno-Karabakh Republic’ hasn’t got any recognition from any international country as the world has 
reacted harshly to the illegally conducted elections there. Pakistan is also included among the states which support the stance of Azerbaijan 
and condemn Armenia’s illegal possession of areas of Azerbaijan. This 20% of the land area is internationally recognized as Azerbaijani 
territories. The people from both sides respect and value this fair approach and brotherly decision for standing against what is morally and 
politically incorrect. In the education sector, Pakistan has offered many scholarships to the students is Azerbaijan in the IT field annually. 
There are a lot of Pakistani students studying in Baku but the majority is on a self-financed basis. There are minimal or no scholarships for 
Pakistani students in Azerbaijan. Cooperation in this sector should be strengthened. Azerbaijan has always extended his hand for helping 
Pakistan in difficult times. It has supported Pakistan on the Kashmir conflict and became a part of the OIC contact group for Kashmir since 
2012. In 2013, Azerbaijan gave $1 million to build a school in Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashmir after the city got demolished in the earthquake of 
2005. The fraternal friend also assisted with $1 million each when there were floods in Pakistan in 2010 and 2011. In the year 2015, there 
were small humanitarian projects which were carried out by Azerbaijan in different areas of Pakistan. Both sides have been acknowledging 
each other’s effort to strengthen the bilateral cooperation and support on global issues. The President of Pakistan was awarded the Honor-
ary Doctorate Degree by the Baku state university in 2016. Not only have this but several Pakistan’s candidatures been supported by Azer-
baijan for different global institutions and organizations. The two countries have also signed more than 30 bilateral agreements, MoUs and 
cooperation programs on the economic and trade front. Both also have an institutional arrangement of Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) 
and since its inception in September 2000, it has held five sessions. Islamabad hosted the 6th meeting of the JMC on 26 and 27 April 2016. 
Pakistan has been helped by Azerbaijan during the natural calamities. The humanitarian projects in Pakistan are regularly checked by the 
Heydar Aliyev Foundation. The foundation is under the patronage of the First lady of Azerbaijan. The aforementioned information is the 
evidence of the relationship between the two countries is quite warm and cordial. Both share so many commonalities and what is more 
important is that both stand strong in each other’s happiness and pain. There has been an upward trajectory in the relationship between 
the two states in terms of mutual agreements and bilateral cooperation. Pakistan needs energy and the two sides are in constant contact to 
increase their cooperation in this sector. Also, it is believed that the uprising trend in their cooperation would continue and both would help 
each other in forging more strong cooperation in every field. It seems like both Azerbaijan and Pakistan will maintain their high level of rela-
tionship in the coming years. There should be people to people connectivity and the exports of high-quality cotton, fruits, chemicals, fats and 
oil and non-ferrous metals should be increased. The friendship and brotherhood between the two people will in any case remain eternal.
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Pakistan’s relations with Af-
rican countries have always 
been vibrant and jovial 
since the colonial era. There 
is no doubt that Pakistan 
was among the first Muslim 

countries to show solidarity and sup-
port the struggle of right to self-de-
termination of African colonies. While 
moving ahead with the same spirit, 
Pakistan was also among one of the 
first countries to support Eritrea’s in-
dependence from Italian imperialism. 
With the similar zeal, Pakistan sup-
ported Morocco, Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and South Africa in their liberation 
struggles. By emulating the paths of 
friendship and solidarity, many Afri-
can leaders have travelled on Paki-
stani Diplomatic Passports. Indeed, 
this sponsorship is extraordinary and 
exemplary in the contemporary dip-
lomatic arena. Likewise, thousands of 
students from African origin have re-
ceived a chance to get higher education 
in Pakistan’s Universities. Pakistan’s 
contribution in terms of peacekeep-
ing contingents to the United Nations 
is yet another area, which illuminates 
the cordial relationship between Pa-
kistan and its African counterparts, 
where Pakistan assisted their African 
partners in the transition to self-rule. 
The deployment of Pakistani contin-

gents in Africa, under the umbrella of 
the UN, to provide relief assistance to 
famine-affected areas and protect the 
civilians from human rights transgres-
sions of rebel groups also narrates the 
tale of a strong friendship.
Although the African region is famous 
for its diversity, dynamism and rich-
ness of tradition and culture, Kenya 
outshines other regional actors ow-
ing to its exuberant history and cul-
ture. Presently, the bilateral relations 
between Pakistan and Kenya stand 
on firm grounds in a swiftly changing 
world. Both countries, Pakistan and 
Kenya, enjoy pleasant ties with each 
other that span over several decades 
and these ties based on profound-
ly rooted historical perspectives and 
their unanimous understanding of 
various global issues. Unlike others, 
the relation between both nations 
are not confined to certain specific 
fields and both partners extend their 
full-length support to each other, 
whether its trade, investment, edu-
cation, counter-terrorism, tourism, 
cultural diplomacy and other fields 
of mutual interest. The Republic of 
Kenya with its Capital Nairobi is the 
most important country and leading 
sovereign state in East Africa and is 
the 47th largest country in the world 
and a developing economy, struggling 

TThe presence of a substan-
tial Pakistani Diaspora in 
Nairobi is another avenue 
through which both states 

can further enhance a 
stronger relationship.
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hard to accomplish rapid national de-
velopment and economic autonomy. 
The economic and political outlook of 
Kenya is a major reason for Pakistan 
to pursue closer economic, social and 
cultural cooperation with the country. 
In a nutshell, a peaceful, prosperous 
and globally competitive Kenya is the 
gist of the foreign policy of Kenya.
Although Kenya is famous for the larg-
est production of coffee and tea, and it 
is also considered as an utmost tour-
ism destination in the world. Besides 
being rich in natural resources, Ken-
ya exhibits great economic potential 
triggering sustainable development 
within the region and having 
a spillover effect across the 
globe. A couple of years ago, 
Kenya issued a foreign poli-
cy document comprehending 
the vision and greater role the 
country will play in the region 
and beyond. Kenya vision 2030 
is the vision of peace and mak-
ing the country more vibrant 
and prosperous with financial 
independence and stability. The 
diplomatic vision of Kenya and 
its collaborative foreign policy 
corresponds to Pakistan’s ide-
ology of peace and prosperity. This 
became the underlying reason for 

both countries to forge strong bilat-
eral ties and advance their relations. 
Innovative diplomacy also adds value 
to the bilateral ties of both countries. 
Pak-Kenya trade volume has increased 
manifold in recent years but the trade 
balance is twisted towards Kenya since 
2015, as Pakistan’s exports to Kenya 
are dominated by rice while imports 
from Kenya are dominated by tea. If 
we have a look at the bilateral trade 
of the first six months of 2018, Paki-
stan’s exports to Kenya were turned 
down by 2.7 per cent but the imports 
by Pakistan from Kenya have augment-
ed by 35 per cent as compared to the 
same period of 2017. However, the 
annual trade represents a surge of 20 
per cent in Pakistan exports to Ken-
ya whereas imports of Pakistan from 
Kenya have rushed forward by 16 per 
cent. The import outline of Kenya is 
comprised of minerals, machinery, ve-
hicles, and cereals. While having a look 
at the monthly statistics of the first few 
months of 2018, we get to observe the 
comparable trend. The trade deficit of 
Pakistan to Kenya has enlarged by 132 
per cent in the first six months of 2018. 

Pakistan also paved its position as the 
major buyer of Kenyan tea with stocks 
worth 35 billion in October 2019. The 
Tea Directorate indicated that only Ka-
rachi bought 14.8 million kilos of tea in 
the period previously mentioned with 
a marginal increase from 14.7 million 
kilos in 2018. 
The presence of a substantial Pakistani 
Diaspora in Nairobi is another avenue 
through which both states can further 
enhance a stronger relationship. Ken-
ya is constantly emulating the new 
trends and is involved in the process 
of evolving the country for good. While 
continuing with the same trend, trad-

ing patterns of the country have also 
evolved significantly in recent years. 
Kenya’s trade destinations have trans-
ferred from countries like the United 
States, UK and African countries to-
ward South Asian countries. This is in-
deed an opportunity for Pakistan to get 
most out of it. For instance, Pakistan’s 
import from Kenya now surpassed 
that of Uganda, an African country. 
Traditionally Pakistan’s exports to the 
world have mostly been focused on 
agriculture and textile. Pakistan can 
further broaden its horizons in order 
to endorse other products as well in 
the Kenyan market. Kenyan authori-
ties have taken initiatives and included 
the domestic production of rice in the 
vision 2030. Giving importance to the 
African Region in 2017 the Ministry of 
Commerce in Pakistan has approved a 
plan called “Look Africa Plan”. It was 
envisioned to boost economic ties with 
top 10 African Nations including Ken-
ya. It is pertinent to mention that Ken-
ya’s geographic positioning also has a 
great significance in this regard. While 
developing good economic ties with 
East African countries, Kenya is the 
hub where the economic activities can 
further be excelled within the region. 
Developing good ties with Kenya can 
further pave a way to get a chance of 
having the same relations with other 
East African Nations. The strength and 
importance of Kenya have further in-
creased with the formation of the East 
African communities. Such entities can 
prove to be a reason for evident sup-
port and furthering the bilateral rela-
tions with Pakistan. 
Kenya being the regional hub for eco-
nomic activity is a gateway to building 
relations with other African Nations. 
Construction of Luma port and a Rail-

way Network linking Nairobi with the 
other region further enhanced the im-
portance and significance of Kenya. 
In January 2020, Nairobi hosted the 
inaugural session of Pakistan-Africa 
Trade and Development Conference. 
This was indeed a platform for Ken-
ya to discover more opportunities for 
trade and investment under the Big 
Four Agenda and Vision 2030 plan. 
Pakistan’s Ministry of commerce con-
ference has organized the conference 
called “Engage Africa,” which was at-
tended by over 100 leading Pakistani 
companies working in various sectors 
such as textile and apparel, pharma-

ceuticals, agriculture, banking, 
transportation, surgical instru-
ments, leather and sports goods, 
light engineering and electron-
ics, IT and software and cement 
and construction services. 
Pakistan is in a quest of increas-
ing its trade with the African re-
gion in the next five years and 
coalesce it with the Chinese de-
velopment endeavours. Trade 
prospects are directly dependent 
on the bilateral ties and econom-
ic collaborations of both nations, 
especially on the sustainability of 

Pakistan’s Look Africa Policy Initiative. 
It is pertinent to mention that Paki-

stan is in search of foreign investments 
beyond its borders and its leadership 
is a staunch advocate of economic di-
plomacy for the cause. The incumbent 
government of Pakistan seeks avenues 
of increasing the trade volume through 
economic diplomacy and following the 
paths of modern diplomacy around the 
world, based on rules of mutual inter-
est and benefits. The Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan is intended to further en-
hance its economic engagements with 
regional blocs such as the East African 
Community (EAC) and African Conti-
nental Free Trade Area (AFCFTA) to 
ameliorate the country’s positioning 
in the trade negotiations. However, 
there are many unexploited business 
opportunities on both sides, which 
once indicated can be beneficial for in-
vestors of both countries. The AFCFTA 
is a unique platform for investors to 
connect Africa as a bloc, thus benefit-
ing from economies of scale. The same 
applies to the EAC, which boasts a pop-
ulation of over 100 million. Pakistan’s 
Look Africa policy is both opportune 
and spectacle in its nature for the Afri-
can economies. 
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Pakistan and Azerbaijan are 
two brotherly nations and 
have always shared close re-
lationship which is charac-
terized by the same culture, 

history, similar perception of global as 
well as regional issues and also have 
cooperated at different international 
platforms. The deep-rooted history has 
made both states share a cordial rela-
tionship. In October 1991, Azerbaijan 
got independence from the Soviet Union 
and Pakistan was among the counties 
that recognized it. The diplomatic ties 
between the two states began in a year 
after independence. In March 1993, Pa-
kistan’s embassy in Baku was opened 
and the later reciprocated in the same 
manner in August 1997. In 2017, both 
states celebrated the Silver Jubilee of 
their diplomatic ties. The range of their 
cooperation is vast and it includes dif-
ferent spheres like economic, military, 
security, political and cultural sphere. 
The Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee of Pakistan recognized the ‘Khojaly 
Tragedy of 1992’ as genocide in 2012 
and it was a Pakistan’s gesture to ex-
tend its assistance to Azerbaijan. The 
later didn’t hold it back to show its sup-
port for Pakistan as it is a member of an 
OIC Contact Group on Kashmir and it 
has supported Pakistan’s stance on the 
Kashmir conflict. Pakistan also appreci-
ated the formation of OIC Contact Group 
on the issue of Nagorno-Karabakh. 
Both states have also coordinated on 
their work and role in the OIC and also 
on other global platforms to address 
their issues and mutual interests. Both 
have also supported each other in any 
campaign on global platforms. There 
have been exchanges at a higher level 
and later it became a constant feature 
between the two states. Former PM 
Shaukat Aziz visited Baku in May 2005 
to attend the 9th session of ECO. Later in 
October 2012, President Asif Ali Zardari 
attended the 12th ECO summit in Baku. 

The visit by the former President Mam-
noon Hussain to Azerbaijan in March 
2015 opened a new chapter of bilater-
al cooperation for the two states. Since 
the establishment of their diplomatic 
ties, it was for the first time that a Joint 
Declaration on Strategic Partnership 
was signed among the two nations. Also, 
both countries agreed for joint ventures 
in different spheres but defence, energy, 
infrastructure, agriculture, Information 
technology, textile and medicine re-
mained dominant. Pakistan also offered 
50 scholarships in the field of IT to the 
students of Azerbaijan. This speaks vol-
umes about the cordial bond which ex-
ists between the two states. 
There has been an upward trajecto-
ry in the defence cooperation and the 
high-level exchanges between the two 
militaries are proof of that. The cooper-
ation also aims to avail professional mil-
itary courses. Pakistan Army had been 
training much Azeri defence personnel 
and there is a great potential for both 

states to initiate joint ventures and ex-
ercises in this domain. The last year visit 
by President Alvi has even brought the 
two states closer where he mentioned 
in an interview that this bilateral re-
lationship has utmost significance for 
Pakistan. He also acknowledged the ef-
forts by the government of Azerbaijan 
for showing support on the Kashmir 
conflict. Armenia was not recognized 
by Pakistan because of its cordial rela-
tionship with Azerbaijan. Pakistan’s for-
eign minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi’s 
speech at the OIC contact group in Sep-
tember 2019 revolved around putting 
pressure on Armenia for the liberation 
of areas under siege and they should 
halt the aggression against Azerbaijan. 
Pakistan has also backed Armenia for 
the removal of Armenian forces from 
Nagorno-Karabakh for the liberation 
of the land of Azerbaijan. Pakistan has 
always got support from Azerbaijan on 
its territorial conflict with India. The 
support is significant because of Azer-

Ali Alizada 
A Distinguished 

Diplomat

TRIBUTE

32 November 2020



baijan’s membership in the OIC contact 
group on Kashmir. This is another major 
reason for Pakistan to not establish and 
develop any diplomatic ties with Arme-
nia as it will unbalance the relationship 
former shares with Azerbaijan. 
Azerbaijan’s Ambassador in Pakistan, 
Ali Alazada, has proved many times that 
he considers Pakistan to be his second 
home. His statements are evidence that 
this nation is his family and what else 
one wants. Ali Alazada has been serving 
as the Ambassador of Azerbaijan to the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan since 2016. 
Ali Alizada was born in Nakhchivan city, 
the Republic of Azerbaijan in 1978. He 
got his Bachelor’s degree in Faculty of 
Translation from Azerbaijan State Uni-
versity of Languages in 1988 and got his 
Masters degree in the Faculty of State 
and Municipal Administration from 
the Academy of Public Administration 
under the President of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan in 2008. He has served as a 
Leading consultant on protocol affairs 
in the consular section of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan, a leading consultant on 
protocol affairs, an acting chief consul-
tant on consular and legal affairs, and 
acting chief consultant on visa-passport 
affairs in the same department from 
2002 to 2005. His Excellency has also 
served as an acting Head of Department 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan in 2005 and lat-
er became the Head of Department till 
2010. Furthermore, Ali Alizada has also 
served as a Consul General of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan in the city of Tabriz 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran till 2016 
and then he got posted in Islamabad, Pa-
kistan. The Ambassador has also been 
honoured with some awards as Jubilee 
Medal of the Republic of Azerbaijan in 
2009, Honorary Employee of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs in 2014, The Order 
“For Merit to the Homeland” of the 3rd 
degree of the Republic of Azerbaijan and 
Jubilee Medal of the Republic of Azer-
baijan in 2019. This shows how quali-
fied and experienced his Excellency is. 
The ambassador has been working with 
extreme dedication and compassion 
which is the depiction of his love with 
the work and also with both states. 
Ali Alizada is closely bounded with the 
state of affairs of Pakistan and he has 
made his name among the natives be-
cause of his graciousness and polite 
nature. He has been showing his ac-
quaintance to the state by supporting 

Pakistan’s narrative time and again on 
different platforms. He has been keen 
on raising the economic activity be-
tween the two states. A meeting which 
was attended by President Alvi, and 
the President of the Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry’s Maqsood An-
war Pervaiz and Ali Alizada where the 
later mentioned that the industrial com-
munity in Azerbaijan is keen to invest in 
different sectors in Pakistan. He men-
tioned that there should be an exchange 
of delegations for business and also to 
increase the opportunities for coopera-
tion among the two states. He has been 
making relentless efforts to strengthen 
the economic and cultural ties with the 
trade between the exchanging states. 
When the CPEC will become operational, 

it will help in growing the regional con-
nectivity and also assist the two coun-
tries in cooperation in different sectors 
like software development, IT, tourism 
and agriculture for generating revenues. 
Recently, Pakistan has strengthened its 
strategic partnership with Turkey and 
Azerbaijan. The nexus of this strategic 
partnership is believed to have a strong 
impact on the resolution of the Kara-
bakh conflict. 
As far as the cooperation in the defence 
sector is concerned, both states have 
signed a defence agreement in May 
2003 which ultimately made Azerbaijan 
become a part of multinational exer-
cise AMAN-2013 which was conducted 
by Pakistan. Also, the representatives 

of armed forces from both sides met 
for the discussion of bilateral military 
cooperation in October 2018. The last 
year’s visit by the Defense Minister of 
Azerbaijan Colonel General Zakir Hasa-
nov visited Pakistan and the main aim 
was to extend the cooperation between 
the two countries in different sectors 
including military-technical, education-
al and many others. This Central Asian 
state has also shown interest in buying 
the JF-17 fighter jets from Pakistan and 
already has the possession of SU-25, 
MiG-21, MiG29 and 10 Super Mushak 
training aircraft. In the recent develop-
ments, Pakistan reaffirmed its support 
to Azerbaijan on its ongoing territorial 
clash with Armenia. Pakistan is also a 
part of the territorial conflict with India 
since 1947 and the latest developments 
in the region have made Kashmir a nu-
clear flashpoint of South Asia.
The parties involved in the conflict are 
the nuclear powers of the region which 
makes them more reluctant to go into 
a full-fledged war on Kashmir. Paki-
stan played its part by prioritizing and 
stepping up a campaign to highlight the 
matter on the global platforms and to 
make the world condemn Indian poli-
cies. The worldwide media coverage of 
the Indian atrocities in Kashmir inter-
nationalized the conflict. In these hard 
times, Pakistan needed its friends to 
publicly support their campaign on the 
Kashmir conflict. In this context, Azer-
baijan always stood strong to strength-
en Pakistan’s stance on Indian Occupied 
Kashmir. As the President of Azerbaijan 
after his meeting with the PM of Paki-
stan said that both states stand side by 
side on not only Kashmir but on the Na-
gorno-Karabakh issue. The Ambassa-
dor Ali Alizada condemned the Indian 
activities in Kashmir and said that his 
country supports Pakistan’s position 
on Kashmir. This support is going to 
strengthen and expand the avenues of 
cooperation for both states.
Azerbaijan is quickly becoming a good 
tourism state and a delight for Pakistan. 
Pakistan has also given a ‘free entry sta-
tus’ to Azerbaijan and all this happened 
by the efforts of His Excellency. The two 
states share the same culture and histo-
ry and if the tourism escalates among 
the two then the rich heritage will be of 
great interest for the tourists. To bolster 
tourism, the important measures like in-
frastructure development, good tourism 
services, promotion and presentation 
are of much significance. The opening 
of direct flights is crucial and working 
on this area is quite hard. As of future, 
it seems like that this 27-year-old dip-
lomatic bond is going to flourish in the 
upcoming years. 
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Gurbanguly M. Berdimuhame-
dov was born in 1957, in the 
Babarap village of Geok-tepe 
district (Ashgabat province) 
of Turkmenistan. The presi-

dent appeared to be different from his 
predecessor in many ways, but most 
notably in his family origins. Raised 
in a large, conservative, but atheistic 
family in Geok Depe, he seems to have 
been infused with a strong set of tra-
ditional family values. These values 
were reinforced by strong female and 
male role-model parents who were 
concurrently loyal to their ethnic Turk-
men roots, loyal to the Soviet state, and 
well-educated. His official biography, 
published after he took office in Febru-
ary, credited his father with encourag-
ing his only son to employ moderation 
and a gradual, well-considered pace in 
his decision-making processes. 
He was appointed Executive Director 
of Healthcare Development Founda-
tion of Turkmenistan and Acting Rec-
tor of Turkmen State Medical Institute. 
In April 2001 he was appointed Depu-
ty Chairman of Cabinet of Ministers of 
Turkmenistan. On December 21, 2006, 
by the decision of the State Security 
Council of Turkmenistan, he was ap-
pointed Acting President of Turkmeni-
stan and Supreme Commander-in-Chief 
of Armed Forces of Turkmenistan. On 
February 11, 2007, on nationwide elec-
tion out of six candidates, he was elected 
President of Turkmenistan. On Febru-
ary 14, 2007, in the XIX session of Halk 

Maslahaty (Peoples Council) supreme 
authority of Turkmenistan. Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov officially assumed 
a post of the President of Turkmeni-
stan. On February 12, 2012, President 
of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly Berdimu-
hamedov was re-elected for a second 
term.
His capacity to navigate complex sub-
ject matter is marvellous if we look at 
the quality of his briefing papers and 
his familiarity with the topic. Those who 
worked with Berdimuhamedov when he 

was health minister report he was a pro-
fessional interlocutor who was engaged, 
positive, and receptive to proposals and 
suggestions, particularly those in the ar-
eas of health and education.
The Turkmen government under Ber-
dimuhamedov has introduced a new slo-
gan - “New Revival” - intended to charac-
terize a “new” era. The new slogan begs 
the question of why the country needs 
a new revival after a golden age. As ex-
plained in the Turkmen press during the 
first days of Berdimuhamedov’s rule, 

Gurbanguly Berdymukhammedov
President of Turkmenistan
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the nation “needed new revival after the 
nation suffered the sudden demise of 
Turkmenbashy, the Great Leader.” There 
was a need for “New Revival” for those 
who felt the nation had been left with-
out its “caring father.” Also, the practice 
of rebuilding the ancestral village of the 
sitting president, carried out by Niyazov, 
has continued under Berdimuhamedov 
for his village.
Concerning the substitution of Niya-
zov’s iconic family members, it seems 
attempts to sanctify members of the 
Berdimuhamedov’s family have to date 
remained cautious. Only Malikguly, Ber-
dimuhamedov’s father, seems to have an 
active role in creating a new national ide-
ology. In Turkmen schools, the Niyazov 
placards and photos have been replaced 
by those of Berdimuhamedov, depicting 
the life path of the president, especially 
his educational achievements, including 
his diploma from the Turkmen Medical 
Institute and his PhD in dentistry from a 
medical institute in Moscow.
Turkmenistan President Berdimuhame-
dov appears to be following in the steps 
of his predecessor by establishing his 
personality. When Berdimuhamedov 
first became president, the Democrat-

ic Party, which supports the concept of 
one strong ruler, was assigned the task 
of building up the new leader. Party 
activists did this in part by travelling 
around Turkmenistan and praising the 
president. Berdimuhamedov’s omni-
presence was also conveyed through the 
public display of his portrait throughout 
Ashgabat and the rest of the country. His 
portrait is on billboards at major street 
intersections, in conference rooms in 
government buildings, and banquet 
halls at government-owned restaurants 

and hotels. On Turkmenistan Airlines 
flights, Berdimuhamedov’s portrait 
hangs in the front of the cabin. There 
are even portraits at a local gym of Ber-
dimuhamedov doing karate. In June 
2010, Berdimuhamedov presided over 
the opening of the newly-built central 

mosque in Mary city, which was named 
for the president.
Berdimuhamedov is also an expert and 
subject specialist over a wide range 
of issues. He has written books on the 
Ahal-Teke horses. medicinal plants, and 
the “Epoch of the New Revival,” which 
is what the state press has named Ber-
dimuhamedov’s presidency. The televi-
sion news shows him almost every day 
chairing government meetings, where 
he appears to strictly assess the work 
of each Deputy Chairman of his Cabinet. 

He is also frequently shown demon-
strating his expertise in riding horses, 
participating in other sports, and in-
specting the wide array of new projects 
being constructed around the country. 
News anchors and commentators cred-
it almost every positive development to 

“our esteemed president.” When new 
South Korean-built buses first appeared 
on the streets of Ashgabat, they were 
labelled with the phrase “gift of the re-
spected president.” Berdimuhamedov, 
his accomplishments, and past speeches 
are often the central focus of speeches 
and addresses by Turkmen officials at 
events, even if the event has little to do 
with the president.
He has not erected statues of himself, 
as his predecessor Niyazov did, nor has 
he put his face on any of the new mon-
ey that was minted in 2009. The presi-
dent’s picture does not need to be seen 
everywhere for his presence to be felt 
ubiquitously. Although there are, no 
doubt, some individuals who influence 
with Berdimuhamedov, Turkmenistan’s 
Government is a one-man show and that 
seems to be the system most Turkmen 
expect. The president’s influence is felt 
in all aspects of life from celebrations 
like weddings and New Year’s to every-
day activities, such as going to the gym. 
When Berdymukhammedov was elected 
president, receiving nearly 90 per cent 
of the votes cast, the Turkmen exile com-
munity and many citizens hoped for a re-
laxation of the tight control exercised by 
Niyazov. There were some improvements: 
Berdymukhammedov restored the pen-
sions abolished by his predecessor, eased 
restrictions on travel abroad, and reinsti-
tuted the 10th year of basic education that 
had been dropped on Niyazov’s order.
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The divide in the Middle 
Eastern states is more ex-
plicable if we analyze the 
regional affairs through the 
lens of ideational synergies, 
values and narratives, and 

not from the international relations 
and geostrategic paradigm. There are 
different layers of this divide between 
Middle Eastern powers and not all of 
them are based on geostrategic inter-
ests. The most important divide which 
drives the alignments at the moment, 
especially when it comes to Palestine 
and Israel’s alignments with the with 
Bahrain and UAE, is the divide of how 
to shape the Middle East in a post-revo-
lutionary order of Post-Arab Spring.In 
2010-11, a major division ruptured the 
rapport of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) into two halves and became 
the root cause of the prevalent Gulf 
crisis. The disharmony among Gulf na-
tions is far-reaching as it divided the 
entire Middle East and drew external 
actors in it. We rarely look at this lay-
er while examining the contemporary 
Middle Eastern affairs and it is equally 
important to consider when we look at 

the recent geopolitical realignment in 
the region.
In the context of polarity, the region 
exhibits the vagaries of multi-polarity 
due to the presence of state and non-
state actors and their competition at 
the same time. In unison, the old re-
gimes and old powerhouses of the 
Middle East no longer have the lever-
age, the depth or the resilience to de-
termine the outcome of conflicts and 
prevalent crises in the region. Subse-
quently, the centre of gravity has shift-
ed away from North Africa and the Le-
vant into the Gulf, and that is why the 
Gulf crisis is just so important in terms 
of understanding the ripple effects for 
Middle Eastern countries, Pakistan, 
Europe and the United States.
The dissection of the Gulf crisis divulg-
es that currently there are two camps; 
the first camp is one supporting the 
revolutionary narrative of 2010-11.
During the Arab Spring, the passive ap-
proach of Americans and the West al-
lowed the Middle Easterners to shape 
their affairs to a certain extent. How-
ever, as these old regimes were disin-
tegrating, they paved the path for more 

Israelis have an ideational 
synergy with Arab authori-

tarian regimes and dictator-
ships because it backs the 
idea of silencing the Arab 

civil society for the Palestin-
ian cause.
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resilient regimes in the Gulf, in terms 
of social, political and economic resil-
ience. This development provided the 
regional states with an opportunity to 
fill that void and the first actor to fill 
the vacuum was Qatar. Qatar was on 
the forefront of the first camp, who 
entered into the wider void that the 
Obama administration left with its 
withdrawal. Qatari approach was to 
support popular uprisings and the will 
of the people, although nobody at the 
time really knew what the will of the 
people was and still it is difficult to de-
termine what the will of people is. At 
one hand, it was obvious that people 
were calling for democracy but democ-
racy is a narrative that means different 
things to different people. There are 
some core values of the revolutionary 
side, which were trying to advance 
pluralism but not necessarily the lib-
eral democratic notions of the western 
pluralistic society. Whereby, there was 
a degree of public sovereignty taking 
over the socio-politics and determin-
ing the society in a more democratic 
and inclusive process, avoiding the 
sectarian politics and forming an ide-
alistic society where everybody has an 
equal say.
When we talk about Qatar, Turkey was 
also part of that divide and it was some-
thing that the countries were willing to 
experiment. The states like Qatar and 
Turkey followed the trail because they 
have the luxury of being rich and small 
countries with a very small indigenous 
population. They were always ready 
to experiment –as Qatar did with Al 
Jazeera in the 90s already. They never 
had to fear a backlash in the same way 
that other Middle Eastern countries 
had to fear and it is something driving 
the divide on the other side, especially 
towards those who oppose pluralism, 
those who oppose civil society and the 
empowerment of civil society. Thereby 
as Qatar was also empowering political 
Islam as an instrumental part of civil 
society in the Arab world. The other 
side of that divide saw that as an in as 
an absolute integral essential threat to 
the regime resilience.The key advocate 
here for the other side of the divide 
were UAE or Abu Dhabi, supporting 
the narrative of authoritarian stability 
in many ways. The stance of Abu Dhabi 
against Qatar in 2011, to support the 
NATO-led operation in Libya, changed 
later on, during the process of consol-
idation in Libya. Until 2013, a splash 
emerged between Qatar and the UAE, 

on a point of instrumentalizing and 
managing the aftermath of the Arab 
Spring.
The Emirati approach is still very dis-
tinct than that of Qatar, owing to the 
rigid and less resilient regime of UAE. 
The country has certain regional divi-
sions between the northern and the 
southern Emirates and they had an 
indigenous civil societal movement 
along the lines of the Muslim Broth-
erhood. Throughout the 1990s, that 
was relatively powerful particularly 
in the northern emirates and it kind 
of attracted people who had grievanc-
es, the UAE started looking at the Arab 
Spring not as an opportunity like the 
Qatari or the Turks but they looked 
at it through the lens of threat and 
fear. This threat and fear was not just 
about political Islam per se but it was 
more widely about civil society, it was 
about the fear that civil society could 
be mobilized against regimes and that 
kind of regime insecurity paranoia 
was something that the Emiratis have 
exported ever since. While the Qatar-
is were probably active between 2010 
and 2011 funding different non-state 
groups across the regions, the Emirate 
started channelizing the groups slight-
ly later in 2013 with their interven-
tion in Egypt –where they assisted in 
overthrowing the Morsi government. 
Muhammad was also a very important 
interlocutor who played a key role in 
building networks within the military 
nexus and providing a pretext for this 
movement to mobilize onto the streets 
to topple the regime.
The denouement of 2013 was a lesson 
for the Emiratis, it made them cogni-
zant of the fact that they had a lot more 
soft and hard power than they initially 
realized, and afterwards, they decided 
to use it more assertively to achieve 
their ends. This realization is also at-
tributable to the aforementioned US 
and European passive approach to-
wards regional affairs. Russia was also 
not involved in the conflict at that time 
and UAE was of the view that they need 
to have more like-minded authoritari-
an regimes in the region and particu-

larly those that can fight political Is-
lam and narrative of terrorism, which 
deepened the regional divide.
Qatar with the regime change that 
happened in 2013 with the Emir of 
Qatar, Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani formally handing power to his 
son, Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani, the 
country became a lot less experimen-
tal and a lot more risk-averse. The new 
leadership fairly withdrew from Libya 
and Syria bit by bit, and by 2014, Qatar 
disentangled itself from these conflicts 
while allowing the Emiratis a free go 
to expand their commitment. This led 
to the increased involvement of Emir-
ates in Yemen, Somalia and the whole 
of Africa, along with their engage-
ments in Egypt, Libya and Syria. They 
are building ties along with the same 
patterns with groups or organizations, 
which have an authoritarian outlook 
onto the region and can bring about 
the idea of stability. However, the big-
gest fear for Emiratis in the post-Arab 
spring remained the non-state actors 
and civil society groups that could 
dominate their social politics in a way 
that the state can no longer control 
it.Therefore, the UAE started fostering 
and advancing a narrative of building 
strong military state, and a region with 
countries having military leadership 
that could control civil society. The divide 
in Libya very much goes down along the 
same lines, as the Libyan National Army 
(LNA) led by KhalifaHaftar for many 
years was heavily supported by the UAE. 
In Egypt, they supported Sisi, in Yemen 
they first supported Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and when he was going out they built 
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their own military proxy Southern Tran-
sitional Council (STC). They are doing 
the same in Somalia where they are sup-
porting a secessionist government in the 
north Poundland and adopted the same 
approach in Sudan by supporting the new 
military regime, which in many ways be-
came a proxy of the Emirates.
 While looking at the enmeshment of 
Saudi Arabia in this divide, under Mu-
hammad bin Salman or King Salman, 
the country has jumped onto their same 
bandwagon. They were very much fearful 
of any civil society groups and revolution-
ary movements during the Arab spring 
and they wanted to contain civil society in 
the age of social media, which led them 
to follow the Emirati approach in many 
ways. KSA is now also assisting the Emir-
ates in the horn of Africa, in Sudan, in 
Libya and they might follow the UAE in 
assisting them in Syria to get Assad back 
into the fold because Assad is now seen 
as the lesser of two evils in comparison to 
political Islam.
As per the Emirati and Saudi approach, 
political Islam is the absolute key threat 
to any form of stability in the Middle East 
region. The interesting thing is that Israel 
also believes into that authoritarian stabil-
ity model which is why the Israelis have 
advanced the narrative that political Islam 
is the kind of the stepping-stone or the 
root cause of terrorism leading to regional 
instability. However, it also has something 
to do with the fact that if the Palestinian 
cause is supposed to lose traction within 
the Middle East and silencing the civil so-
ciety in the wider Arab world because the 
wider Arab world civil society or the so-
called Arab street has always been weak 
but supported the Palestinian cause. Arab 
civil society has always stood for the cause 
of Palestine, although not to the same ex-
tent that they had in the 50s and 60s, but 
silencing civil society is in the interest of 
Israel in the Arab world.
Israelis were always in favour of author-
itarians, they were always in favour of 
dictatorships across the Arab world and 
in that respect, it leads to the ideational 
synergy that is currently emerging be-
tween Abu Dhabi and Jerusalem or Israel 
and the UAE. The same case applies to the 
snowballing relation between Russia and 
the UAE because Russians would like to 
deal with particular authoritarians that 
control civil society and political Islam. 
Again, the realignment in the Middle East 
is based on the narrative, values and ide-
ational synergies instead of the strategic 
interests.
Presently, all the states of the region and 
beyond are kind of trying to fall into one 
camp or the other. Along this ideation-
al divide, Libya is a great case where the 
Government of National Accord (GNA) 
is trying to fall into the camp of the rev-
olutionaries and the LNA falling into the 
camp of the authoritarians in many ways. 
The Americans obviously under Donald 
Trump were very much receptive to the 
stability narrative of the Middle East and 
Trump himself has a weakness for author-
itarians and autocrats and so naturally his 

ideational weakness is probably also again 
more in that authoritarian camp.
The far-reaching divide in academia 
means that most of academia is more on 
the liberal end of the spectrum and they 
tend to take more of a pluralistic ap-
proach to social politics and against the 
Saudi, Emirati narrative. There are also 
constraints by the think tanks, journalists 
and universities, especially with respect to 
the idea of clashing narratives and divi-
sion of civil society across the Arab world. 
It also divides the academia, journalism, 
media and the way that people report and 
talk about the Middle East. Therefore, it is 
something that one should not disregard 
because alliances are being forged along 
those lines.
In many ways, the Qatari-Turkish alliance 
is currently in the retreating phase, while 
the Europeans although naturally more 
on the Turkish-Qatari side in terms of the 
narrative and the synergies haven’t decid-
ed which camp they are in. The French 
are at the moment, is more tilted towards 
the Emirati camp because they have dealt 
with North Africa in a way that they would 
prefer strongmanship and strong auto-
crats over multipolar pluralistic societies. 
While the Germans and the British for the 
most part are more on the Qatari-Turkish 
end in kind off steering or trying to help 
to build the Middle East that is more plu-
ralistic and based on inclusiveness rather 
than exclusiveness.
Pakistan should be cautious in terms of 
falling into one camp, either Qatari or 
Saudi, as it also has an ideational divide 
and taken an open-minded approach to 
the Islam and political Islam, and role of 
Islam in the civil society. With respect to 
the current positioning of KSA and UAE, 
it is highly problematic for both Gulf na-
tions to compel Pakistan into their camp 
and in addition, the KSA often use its soft 
power of religion to pressure Pakistan. 
However, Qatar is a small state and cannot 
offer Pakistan anything; it built its relation 
with Pakistan in the last Kuala Lumpur 
summit where the idea of building of new 
Islamic alliance was coined. Qatar-Paki-
stan relation is deepening because Qatari 
soldiers cannot operate without the sup-
port of contract soldiers of Pakistan and 

this is true for the Saudi military as well. 
But then again, Qatar is not pushing Pa-
kistan like KSA to get out of the umbrella 
of Kuala Lumpur initiative. Ideationally 
speaking Pakistan should be in the Qa-
tar-Turkey camp than in the Saudi-Emi-
rati camp.
To understand the emerging realignments 
in the region, it is important to under-
stand the multilayers to determine how 
states and how non-state actors will act 
and align themselves. The anatomy of the 
Gulf crisis reveals the ideational clashes in 
the Middle Eastern region and illustrates 
a more value-based conflict, which acts 
as an impediment in the meaningful res-
olution of the crisis. Outside support to 
the civil society will not result in mean-
ingful change, because the society needs 
to breathe and develop organically. If civ-
il society is against the regime, then it is 
difficult for such regimes to grow into full 
potential.

The Arab Spring was a se-
ries of pro-democracy upris-
ings that enveloped several 
largely Muslim countries, 

including Tunisia, Morocco, 
Syria, Libya, Egypt and Bah-
rain. The events in these na-
tions generally began in the 

spring of 2011, which led 
to the name. However, the 
political and social impact 
of these popular uprisings 
remains significant today, 
years after many of them 

ended.
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The impact of the COVID 19 is 
being felt by all businesses 
around the world. Leaders 
are navigating a wide range of 
unified issues that span from 

keeping their employees and custom-
er safe, shoring-up cash and liquidity, 
reorienting operations and navigating 
complicated government support pro-
grams. The coronavirus pandemic has 
also started a revolution on how mul-
tinational entities will strategical¬ly 
approach their business model going 
forward as they deal with day-to-day 
operations. This crisis has forced busi-
nesses to adapt in how they operate, 
manage their work force, adhere to 
governmen¬tal mandates, and react to 
customer and employee needs. Recent-
ly, the International Monetary Fund 
managing director said that the coro-
navirus pandemic will push the global 
economy into the deepest recession 
since the Great Depression, with the 
world’s poorest countries suffering the 
most. Evolving Perspective of National 
and International business models will 
certainly be having impact on National 
and global Business. Covid 19 is dra-
matically changing World Economic Or-
der and Business Models. Furthermore 
it is going to have severe impact on 
economy and society .Business Activity 
has steeply declined due to lock down. 
This paper is based on research how 
to handle this new uncertain situation 
and what are the recommended sugges-
tions for future international and na-
tional Economic Strategies and Policies. 
(Covid-19) has undoubtedly turned our 
once familiar world into an ocean of un-
certainty. With nearly 40% of our world 
population in lockdown today, more 
than 3 billion people have been forced 
to change their daily habits overnight. 
The evidence suggests very different 
impacts of the coro¬navirus crisis on 
business-to-business firms, and that un-

derstanding these differences is import-
ant for strategizing during the crisis but 
also to navigating successfully into the 
future..A proactive smart busi¬ness ap-
proach is required to assess the future 
market trends, accessibility to indig-
enous product and skill force to meet 
future needs with the different methods 
of sales, marketing of services and deliv-
ery of Strategies and Trends. In order to 
come back stronger, companies should 
reimagine their business model as they 
return to full speed. The moment is not 
to be lost: those who step up their game 
will be better off and far more ready to 
confront the challenges and opportuni-
ties of the next normal than those who 
do not.
The viral outbreak has forced the busi-
ness world to make some big changes. 
Many companies have found ways for 
their employees to work online from 
the safety of their homes. The pandem-
ic has caused a supply shock and a de-
mand shock. It is causing a recession 
of indeterminate length and severity 
even as some countries are crawling 
their way back to recovery. The pan¬-
demic is primarily a public healthcare 
problem, but one with immense imme-
diate implications for business, and for 
economic, fiscal, and monetary policy. 
First, at both a national and a corporate 
level, balance sheets will be tremen-
dously stretched and require significant 
shoring up before resources become 
available to address the issues. Second, 
small businesses will be even more sig-
nificantly affected than larger ones by 
the policy decisions made. The impact 
will vary across countries because of 
the very different ways governments 
are responding to the crisis. Third, dif-
ferent sectors of the economy and even 
individual businesses within the econo-
my will be quite differently affected by 
the crisis. Finally, unemployment has 
grown in many markets. The Interna-
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The coronavirus 
pandemic has com-

pletely reshaped 
how we live our 

lives – to the point 
that by now, saying 

it feels like stating 
the obvious.
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tional Labour Organization noted in its 
April 29 monitor of COVID-19 impacts 
on the world of work that “almost 1.6 
billion informal economy workers (rep-
resenting the most vulnerable in the la-
bor market), out of a worldwide total of 
two billion and a global workforce of 3.3 
billion, have suffered massive damage to 
their capacity to earn a living.
It’s clear the post-pandemic future will 
be different. What’s happening during 
the crisis will have a lasting impact on 
society. Businesses in nearly every con-
sumer category have ground to a halt, 
facing an uncertain future that could 
look a lot different than anyone ex-
pected. Consumer behaviors stand to 
shift dramatically, influenced by untold 
weeks of a combination of social iso-
lation, shopping online, working from 
home, and not working at all. Once we 
talk about introducing the new business 
policies and norms there are certainly 
the broader implications and outcomes. 
These poli¬cies, norms and business 
models can further be segregated in 
three respective categories.
1. Global trends
2. National trends
3. Individual businesses trends 

Resilient Economy and 
Society

Many businesses that were boom¬ing 
just a few weeks ago now face incredi-
bly challenging times ahead. The likely 
impact on jobs, poverty levels, and basic 
food security are serious this may be the 
most important battle we all witness in 
our lifetimes. From a devel¬opment 
standpoint, protecting the vulnerable 
and marginalised is imperative to up-
hold social cohesion and resilience, 
namely, society’s abili¬ty to withstand 
and recover from crises. Biodiversity 
loss, climate action, and sustainable re-
source management should be priori-
tized in the recovery phase. You may not 
be directly affected by a pandemic, but 
could be impacted if a vendor at a criti-
cal point in your supply chain is. During 
preparedness reviews, you should also 
assess the tools used to maintain rele-
vant information and assist in executing 
your plans. Old technologies and obso-
lete tools will put successful execution 
of even the best plans at risk. Identify 
any deficiencies in the tools available 
and create a comprehensive list of re-
quirements that will enhance your abil-
ity to execute. The sooner you begin to 
upgrade your tool set, the sooner you 
will be able to re¬duce execution risk.
Risk Containment Poli-

cies and Procedures 
Unlike natural disasters, technical disas-
ters, malicious acts, or terrorist events, 
the impact of a pandemic is much more 
difficult to determine because of the 
difference in scale and duration. The 
nature of the global economy virtually 
ensures that the effects of a pandemic 
event will be widespread and threaten 
not just a limited geo¬graphical region 
or area, but potentially every continent. 
In addition, while traditional disasters 
and disruptions normally have limited 

time durations, pandemics generally 
occur in multiple waves, each lasting 
several weeks or months. Consequent-
ly, no in¬dividual or organization is safe 
from the adverse effects that might re-
sult from a pandemic event. The current 
capacity of the country for responding 
to the outbreak needs to be augmented 
including surveillance system in gen-
eral and at PoEs. Currently, Influenza 
preparedness plan is available for the 
country and recently a Pandemic Pre-
paredness Plan was also finalized. This 
necessitates an urgent need to address 
these gaps.

Restructuring and Re-
organizing Business 

According to new Chal-
lenges

All businesses are seeking to mitigate 
the impact of the pandemic on them-
selves and on their wider communities 
(including staff, customers, sharehold-
ers and other stakeholders), and most 
are looking to shore up their cash po-
sition by cutting costs, redirecting re-
sources and taking advantage of the 
support mechanisms put in place by the 
government where they can. It calls for 
razing rigid structures and creating a 
porous organization with modules that 
plug and play. The Intelligent Enterprise 
is capable of dynamic self-man¬age-
ment and continual adaptation. Adopt-
ing a distributed global services model 
can also help large organizations across 
industries—from oil and gas to com-
munications and me¬dia—to diffuse 
enterprise risk. Automating routine 
tasks with human+machine models, 
where everyone is a knowledge worker, 
can also help to serve businesses now, 
and to position them for growth post-
COVID-19.
Encouraging Digital Ex-
cellence and Innovation

The coronavirus pandemic has com-
pletely reshaped how we live our lives 
– to the point that by now, saying it feels 
like stating the obvious. There has been 
a leap in teleworking and online confer-
encing, amplifying the demand for on-
line conferencing software such as Mic-
rosoft Teams, Skype, Cisco’s Webex and 
Zoom, the analysis says.
Forecasting Demand and 
Customer Deep Analysis

Even as the immediate toll on human 
health from the spread of coronavi-
rus (SARS-CoV-2), which causes the 
COVID-19 dis¬ease, mounts, the eco-
nomic effects of the crisis and the live-
lihoods at stake are coming into sharp 

focus. Businesses must re¬spond on 
multiple fronts at once: at the same time 
that they work to protect their work-
ers’ safety, they must also safeguard 
their operational viability, now increas-
ingly under strain from a historic sup-
ply-chain shock. Many businesses are 
able to mobilize rapidly and set up cri-
sis-management mechanisms, ideally in 
the form of a nerve center. The typical 
focus is nat¬urally short term.

Virtual, Flexible, 
Cloud-enabled offices

Coronavirus is causing a sweeping new 
work-at-home culture around the globe 
with far-reaching global technology im-
plications, including a stepped-up de-
mand for solutions like virtual desktop 
infrastructure and Desktop as a Ser-
vice, according to industry executives 
and solution providers. According to 
Canalys, the coronavirus (Covid-19) has 
led to a turnaround in PC sales as busi-
nesses equip a newly remote workforce, 
placing urgent orders for tens of thou-
sands of PCs. Employees today expect 
to always be connected – and the cloud 
makes that possible. So, whether your 
training team is out on location or your 
working parents need to stay home with 
sick kids, the cloud enables them to be 
productive in their downtime.

Way Forward
The COVID-19 pandemic has wrought 
enormous personal, economic, and so-
cial damage. It has upended countless 
lives, and exacerbated the many disrup-
tions afoot, laying bare the unviability of 
many business models. Beyond that, it 
has pro¬vided a new set of acute shocks 
to seemingly sturdy businesses and 
principles that have guided our think-
ing for decades. It has caused a supply 
shock and a demand shock. It is caus-
ing a recession of indeterminate length 
and severity even as some countries are 
crawling their way back to recovery. It is 
inspiring heroic feats of public-spirited-
ness and charity among millions, while 
also providing an opportunity for fraud-
sters to peddle false cures and prey on 
the vulnerable. The reality is that there 
are businesses that will never be the 
same, not only because of the economic 
crisis, but, above all, by the change in re-
lationships and by new consumer hab-
its. COVID-19 disrupts society, people 
& companies and forces companies to 
rethink how they organize and digitize 
to remain in business. For many com-
panies and their leaders, the COVID-19 
virus pandemic is a crisis unlike no 
other in recent times. Business model 
resilience is often missing from tradi-
tional business continuity plans. Organi-
zations plan for disruptions to resourc-
es and processes, but don’t recognize 
that business models can be just as big 
a threat to continuity of operations. The 
key is to ensure that your business mod-
el is as resilient to outside disruptions 
as the rest of the business. Companies 
need to leverage a systematic approach 
to strengthen the resilience of their cur-
rent business models to ensure their on-
going operation during COVID-19.
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Center of Pakistan and International Relations hosted a virtual conference today to gather insights from the technical ex-
perts and policymakers related to cybersecurity from Australia, European countries, USA and Libya. Eminent policymakers, 
academics and cyber experts attended the two-hour-long session and asked questions pertaining to the national and indi-
vidual security related to the cyberspace. This session was part of the series of conferences COPAIR is hosting this month as 
ground research to share the policy recommendations with national security-related public institutions.
Awais Siddique was the moderator of the session. He commenced the session with the introduction of COPAIR and then 
shared a brief about the prevalent cybersecurity situation of Pakistan. Awais also highlighted the need for formulating a 
national-level cyber strategy for Pakistan, while also securing the civil liberties of its citizens at the same time.
Paul Rosenzweig from Washington, DC was the first speaker. He expressed his views about the topic “Defending Forward 
and Persistent Engagement: America’s Cyber Strategy”. He stated that the US holds a persistent cybersecurity and surveil-
lance policy due to multi-dimensional cybersecurity threats stemming from both the state and non-state actors. One of the 
notable factors is that US cybersecurity policy is not confidential, however, it works on preemption mechanism while mit-
igating probable cyber threats. While explaining the executing strategy, he proclaimed that the US has a centralized fusion 
system to neutralize the cyber-attack. 
Anooshe Mushtaq, hailing from Australia, spoke about “Australia’s Cyber Strategy. She highlighted the chronology of estab-
lishing Australian cybersecurity over the years and also explained the structural mechanism of cybersecurity system while 
referring the explicit case study of cyber-attacks during the Covid-19. Her main emphasis was on the education of masses 
because according to her human behaviour is really significant in threat analysis and dealing respectively.
Zoe Dabbs from USA enlightened audience on the topic, “Mitigating insider threat in implementing Cybersecurity Policy”. 
She started with a comprehensive review of insider threat appliance and also mentioned that 50% of data breaches are 
carried out by the insiders while 90% of threats go undetected. Adding further, an extensive analysis was also presented 
about mitigation strategies and tools in which she elucidated on the role of human errors, organizational practice and tools.
Francisco Fonseca representing Europe elucidated on the subject of Understanding the Cybersecurity posture of critical 
infrastructure through a technical approach. The major theme of his discussion was translating complex cybersecurity 
issues into a simple business context. The performances appraisal of companies related to cybersecurity, he explained the 
procedure of cybersecurity posture of CNI and highlighted posed challenges to the tactical sector.
 Haris Khan from the USA briefed on “Policy orientation for securing critical infrastructure from cyber threats.” He ac-
knowledged Pakistan’s safety and surveillance vis-à-vis critical infrastructure, particularly the combatants of nuclear pow-
er plants. He refuted misperceptions of security vulnerability of such critical infrastructure to the adversaries.
Mohamed Ben Naseir, a doctorate holder in cybersecurity from the UK and presently working as the cybersecurity capac-
ity building in his country of origin Libya presented a case study of Libya with reference to “Capacity Building for National 
Cybersecurity.” He also explained the procedural dimension of the national cybersecurity building framework. According to 
him, political will is a fundamental imperative to devise the discourse of national cybersecurity of any country.
Amna Malik, the President of Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) concluded the session with her 
recommendations for the national cyber strategy formulation for Pakistan and commended the efforts of COPAIR team for 
their untiring efforts to make the event a success. She also extended her gratitude to the diverse group of panellists and 
participants and encouraged the youngsters of Pakistan to equip themselves with the modern digital skillset and act as the 
change-makers for Pakistan.
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The Marriot Hotel Islamabad hosted a diplomatic dinner this month at poolside for the newly arrived ambassa-
dors and High Commissioners of different nations in Pakistan. The General Manager of the Marriot Hotel Islam-
abad delivered his welcoming address and wished them a wonderful deputation in Pakistan. He also said that 
he is hopeful that all the ambassadors and High Commissioners will enjoy their stay in Pakistan and praised the 
hospitality of the country.
This dinner was an opportunity for the newly deputed diplomats to meet their counterparts in the country and 
interact with newcomers. A cake cutting ceremony was also held at this large meeting of high-level officials of 
different countries. Mr. Romani said due to the nation-wide lockdown during the pandemic COVID 19, we were 
unable to host the diplomats for last few months and we are pleased to host the diplomats after this long. In the 
dinner, Marriot Hotel Islamabad served several continental, Pakistani and regional cuisines for the diplomats 
and they seem to enjoy it. 

Diplomatic Dinner at Marriot 
Hotel Islamabad

DIPLOMATIC 
CORNER
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While inaugurating the two-day seminar on Pakistan Afghanistan Trade and Investment Forum 2020, Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan has said that Pakistan and Afghanistan have been enjoying cordial relations 
since centuries and both countries share religious and cultural traditions. He said that peace in Afghanistan 
is inevitable for regional peace and prosperity as Afghanistan has been facing the scourge of war since four 
decades. He remarked that this war and conflict bore heavy losses in terms of both human resources and 
poverty. He also mentioned that the incumbent Indian government is the worst example of fascism although 
it claimed itself as the biggest democracy yet it is bent upon inflicting atrocities and suppression on innocent 
Kashmiri people. He remarked that minorities especially innocent people of Kashmir have been under contin-
uous suppression and atrocities and it is the worst example of suppression and barbarity. He mentioned that 
the incumbent government has always raised Kashmir issue on every regional and international forum and 
would continue the same until the resolution of the Kashmir issue as per the United Nations Security Council 
resolutions. He remarked that now international organizations and UNO have started to raise their concerns 
over Kashmir issue.
Prime Minister Imran Khan said that the future of both countries is dependent upon their unity , mutual trade 
and enhanced economic interlinks. He stressed to facilitate Afghan trade and investors as both countries have 
vast potential of investment and economic activities which would bring regional prosperity and development. 
He remarked that both countries can be hub of trade and business due to CPEC . He remarked that the Afghan 
owned and Afghan led peace process has been the chief concern of the incumbent government and no other 
country in the world can take credit equal to Pakistan in its efforts to maintain peace in Afghanistan. He lauded 
the efforts of Speaker National Assembly AsadQaiser for bringing both countries together on the mutual inter-
est of trade , investment and business as people to people contact are vital for regional progress and develop-
ment. He appreciated the efforts of Speaker AsadQaiser for organizing this successful seminar.
In his address, Speaker National Assembly AsadQaisar said that promotion of trade and economic links be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan would usher into new era of socio-economic development and would help 
bring people of the two sides more closer. He expressed these views while addressing the opening session of 
two-day seminar “ Pakistan- Afghanistan trade and investment forum 2020” in Islamabad on Monday. Speaker 
National Assembly said that 2,640 Kilometers Pak-Afghan border is not only the longest border that Pakistan 
shares with any of its neighboring country, it is also the thread which weaves our two nations into a historic 
tapestry of social, cultural, linguistic, economic, religious and fraternal ties.
He said that Pakistan values the common bond that binds Pakistan and Afghanistan together and it is import-
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ant for the leadership of two sides to create harmony, develop understanding and build consensus amongst our-
selves to seek solutions of our common problems. He called for building a united front against the scourges of 
our time especially poverty and instability. He observed that Pakistan and Afghanistan are strategically signifi-
cant trading partners however, trade between the two countries gradually declined and eliminating trade barri-
ers along with facilitating traders would not only enhance the trade volume between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
but would also greatly contribute to poverty eradication and social uplift. “Such initiatives will also increase 
employment opportunities for our people and decreasing Non-tariff barriers on both sides of the border will 
enhance mutual trade” AsadQaisar said.
He pointed out that establishment of Pakistan-Afghanistan Parliamentary Friendship Group and its Task forces 
for encouraging people-to-people contact and facilitate bilateral and transit trade is a manifestation of our com-
mitment to improving bilateral economic engagement with Afghanistan.
He proposed formation of a taskforce to oversee the terms of negotiation of Afghanistan-Pakistan Transit Trade 
Agreement (APTTA) that is going to expire in year 2021 needs input from parliamentarians and institutional 
stakeholders from both sides of borders for a comprehensive future trade agreement. Speaker National As-
sembly AsadQaisar reiterated Pakistan’s commitment in terms of promoting Parliamentary diplomacy and said 
that Pakistan is ready to play its role in mounting strong linkages for mutually beneficial trade relations with 
Afghanistan.
Addressing the participants, Speaker National Assembly remarked that a peaceful economic cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanistan and improved trade and transit facilities would help to connect Arabian Sea 
shipping lanes with Central Asia. He further remarked that Pakistan’s support for Afghan peace process and 
Intra-Afghan negotiations has been acknowledged by the Afghan Government as well as the international com-
munity and we reiterate our continued support for the peace process.
“The level of participation in this forum from both sides fills us with hope for the future of our relations” Asa-
dQasair said while expressing gratitude to the leader of Afghan delegation and other participants for attending 
seminar. He expressed the hope that seminar would go a long way boosting trade cooperation between Islam-
abad and Kabul and both sides would be able to build a long-lasting mutually beneficial relationships.
Speaker WolsiJirga(Afghan Parliament) Mir RehmanRehmani applauded the efforts of Pakistani Government to 
support Afghanistan for bringing peace in Afghanistan. He said that Afghanistan highly values its ties with Paki-
stan as both countries enjoys shared religious and cultural values and Afghanistan is proud of its close relations 
with Pakistan. He remarked that there is a need to capitalize on potential of both countries as both countries 
have vast opportunities of trade and investment. He remarked that by mutual cooperation both countries can 
progress and develop together. He appreciated the steps taken by Pakistan government to facilitate the Afghan 
transit trade as now it took just three days in clearance of container on border and opening new border points 
for trade would facilitate the traders. He appreciated the Speaker AsadQaiser for his efforts to organize this 
seminar and bringing the both nations closer.
The seminar was largely attended by parliamentarians, experts, trade chambers and people from different 
walks of life.



Prime Minister Imran Khan is likely to announce his plan of action and other important decisions against rising inflation 
in the country today (Monday). According to details, the government has decided to use all resources against inflation 
in the country. PM Imran Khan has decided to once again use services of volunteers of Tiger Force for identification of 
hoarders and consultations with Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Youth Affairs (SAPM) Usman Dar have been 
completed in this regard.PM Imran Khan has directed to convene a convention of Tiger Force. The convention will be 
held next week in the federal capital. Imran Khan will provide guidance and assign tasks to youth according to the gov-
ernment’s action plan. Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan, Saturday announced that starting next week, his government 
will use all the resources at disposal of the state to bring down skyrocketing prices of essential food items in the coun-
try.“Starting Monday in the coming week, our government will use all resources at the disposal of the state to bring food 
prices down,” PM Imran Khan tweeted. The PM said the government is already examining the reasons behind the recent 
hike in the prices of food items. He said the government is investigating if there is a genuine supply shortage, hoarding 
by mafias, smuggling or a rise in international prices. Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan has said that his government 
will use all the resources at disposal of the state to bring down skyrocketing prices of essential food items in the country 
from Monday (tomorrow). Ac- cording to the details, the government has decided to use all resources against inflation in 
the country. PM Imran Khan has decided to once again use the services of volunteers of Tiger Force for the identification 
of hoarders and consultations with Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Youth Affairs (SAPM) Usman Dar have been 
completed. PM Imran Khan has directed to convene a convention of Tiger Force. The convention will be held next week 
in the federal capital. Imran Khan will provide guidance and tasks to youth according to the government’s action plan. A 
day earlier, Prime Minister Khan said that the government would use all of the resources at the state’s disposal to bring 
down food prices by Monday. On Twitter, the prime minister said the government was already examining causes of the 
price hikes. “We are already examining causes of the price hikes: whether there is a genuine supply shortage or simply 
hoard- ing by mafias; smuggling, if any; or a price rise due to international prices such as for palm oil, lentils etc,” he re-
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Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) invited foreign speakers having different professional backgrounds and vibrant experiences 
in the field of cybersecurity on 22 October 2020 at the virtual conference focused on Cybersecurity as a new domain for national security. The pur-
pose of the three-hour-long session was to gather insights from these technical experts and academics for the policy formulation of cybersecurity 
for Pakistan.
Mr Awais Siddique, the moderator of the session, welcomed the panellists and participants on behalf of the Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR). He briefs the audience about COPAIR initiatives and policy advocacy campaigns for establishing a comprehensive policy of 
cybersecurity in Pakistan. Mr Awais highlighted the COPAIR’s key focus on other emerging technologies and appreciated the untiring efforts of Pres-
ident Amna Malik for the cause.
Mr Ammar Jaffri, Former Additional DG FIA and a distinguished Member of Prime Minister Task Force on Cyber Security was the first speaker of 
the session. He set the tone of the conference by elucidating on the subject of cyberspace and emerging challenges for national security. His topic of 
speech as “Cyberspace: The new war front” and he highlighted the role of nascent technologies like AI, Big-data, IoT etc. and their implications on the 
securitization of cyberspace. He was of the view that with the advancement in technology and expansion in the user-base of cyber, the country will 
have to adopt a comprehensive framework to secure the national cyberspace. He has been a staunch advocate of cyber safety and cybersecurity and 
played a vital role in the development of Pakistan’s cyber laws.
Mr Farooq Naiyer, Chief Information Security Officer of ORION, Canada was the second speaker of the session. He has a rich experience of more 
than 18 years in cybersecurity, privacy, and assurance. In his talk about the importance of Cyber Threat Intelligence and countering cyber threats, 
he highlighted the salient contemporary challenges for securing the national cyberspace and shed light on the threat intelligence as well. He said 
that the threat intelligence is evidence-based knowledge including context, mechanisms, indicators, implications and actionable advice about an 
existing hazard to assets. He stressed that understanding the threat landscape from a dynamic and strategic perspective helps an organization or 
actor to prepare and react to a cyber-threat. He also talked about threat actor capabilities, organized criminals, Hacktivist cyber vandalism, and 
state-sponsored cyber-attacks. He also recommended that to overcome this challenge, Pakistan should develop a centralized cyber command or a 
national-level authority.
Dr Aftab Rizvi – CEO of Risk Associates, Australia was the third speaker of the conference who talked about the challenges faced to human security 
by cyberspace. He is an internationally renowned Information Security consultant and Entrepreneur and an expert in technology risk mitigation and 
cyber safety. Dr Rizvi was of the view that the purpose of national security is to keep the citizens safe from all the threats and cyberspace is posing se-
rious threats to the individuals now. He correlated several examples in this regard and said that according to the UNDP 1944, human security should 
include economic security, food security, health, environmental, personal, community and political security. Dr Rizvi also overviewed the world news 
related to the cybersecurity and proposed a strategy to combat these threats.
Mr Jibran Ilyas was another distinguished speaker of the webinar, who shed light on the national strategies and capacity building for national cyber-
security. He serves as the Director of Incident Response at FireEye Mandiant and as an Adjunct Professor at Northwestern University. He briefed the 
audience about the national cyber strategy, evolving threat landscape, threat actors and capacity building for nations. he advised the cyber experts 
of Pakistan to spread awareness in their social circles and educate the masses about basics of cybersecurity. For the capacity building of Pakistan 
in the field of cybersecurity, he suggested that country should work on research and development, encourage innovation and incentivize the cyber 
teachers.
Dr Jiang Tianjiao, an Assistant Professor at the Fudan Development Institute China, shared his research on the “China’s Strategic Thinking on Cyber 
Offense and Defense”. Dr Jiang focused on the evolution of China’s cyber strategy and informed the audience about China’s cyber capabilities. He was 
of the view that the US-China cyberwar involving the issues of cyber espionage acted as the most significant variable in shaping China’s cyber policies 
and rendered cybersecurity crucial for the national security of China. While discussing the offensive and defensive capabilities of China in the realm 
of cyber, he stressed that China has considered the long-term approach and could exploit its cyber capabilities in a cyber-war against any country.
Mr Jorge Sebastiao, the Chief Technology Officer and a cybersecurity advisor was the last speaker of the session in COPAIR’s webinar. His topic of 
the speech was implications of Artificial Intelligence on Cyber Security, while he also highlighted the role of other nascent technologies like Block-
chain, IoT and Big-Data as a challenge and opportunity in cybersecurity. He was of the view that with the increasing reliance on cyberspace, the risks 
are also increasing for the governments as well as civilians. With the advent of the internet and modern systems we use today, we have wide array 
servers and points, which should be protected from insider and outsider threats. He also talked about challenges and opportunities emerging from 
the tech-evolution and their correlation with cybersecurity. Mr Jorge said that Artificial intelligence poses a great risk for the cybersecurity but at the 
same time, it also provides us with greater opportunities.
Ms Amna Malik, the President Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Islamabad concluded the session with her recommenda-
tions for the policy formulation of cybersecurity for Pakistan. While putting forward the recommendation, she said that there is a dire need to build 
capacity and train the law-enforcement agencies in the field of cybersecurity. She also emphasized to promote international collaborations and to 
implement the international cyber standards in Pakistan. While presenting the recommendations, she added that there is need to raise cyber aware-
ness, forge public-private partnerships and focus on the indigenous manufacturing of ICT hardware and software. She is a staunch advocate of the 
incorporation of cybersecurity in the national security of Pakistan and currently, she is leading her think tank’s research and development program 
on emerging technologies as part of National Security. In her speech, she stressed that it is high time for Pakistan to build a comprehensive and holis-
tic cyber policy. While highlighting the COPAIR policy advocacy for cybersecurity, she shared her vision to build a cyber-secure and resilient Pakistan.

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR),
 Islamabad hosted an online conference,

 titled “Cyberspace: The Future Territory of National Security”



W here the pandem-
ic has imposed re-
sponses which are 
immediate and im-
perative, it has also 
revealed the signif-

icant geopolitical and social implica-
tions. Before the outbreak of COVID, the 
international order will face escalation 
in the existing trends of transition in 
the post-pandemic. The results will be a 
crisis in global governance and global-
ization against the reactive capability of 
the multilateral institutions, readjust-
ments, and alliance formation globally. 
This transition for new and stable world 
order will be extended and is unpredict-
able resulting in instability and chaos, 
internationally. The United States has 
risked its international standing be-
cause of the unilateral decisions taken 
by its leadership. Under the leadership 
of Donald Trump, America has drawn 
itself back from a position of collabora-
tive leadership globally in this time of 
international crisis. America’s unilateral 
policies have made its standing decline 
in the world.
 It was once known as an indispensable 
nation and now it is to be seemed as with-
drawing and looking inwards. Also, it has 
made its position as a hesitant and untrust-
worthy partner at this crucial moment for 
the world. Furthermore, the pandemic has 
made things worse for the world.Trump 

has demolished a consensus made by 
US presidents of both political parties 70 
years ago that was embedded in the no-
tion of the US leading the world through 
alliance formation and multilateralism. 
This has been practised for decades by the 
American leadership at home and also in-
ternationally as good for the US and also 
for the world. Trump has replaced this 
by his America First doctrine and it has 
been criticized globally as the critics call 
it a zero-sum game. They have also ques-
tioned Trump’s sensibility and sensitivity 
to international relationships. This doc-
trine has been seen as nationalist, popu-
list, isolationist and unilateralist, globally. 
The president has disregarded the ancient 
alliances and has heartened the conflicts 
with the contenders like China and Russia. 
Trump has mishandled his home during 
the pandemic which has created division 
and confusion among masses instead of 
any strong national strategy. The world 
now has begun to see the United States, 
not as a leading country but one with the 
highest number or COVID-19 infections 
and deaths along with the uncontrollable 
spread of disease. The situation got to a 
point where the European countries took 
a crucial step and blocked the immigration 
of Americans so that they can control the 
spread in their countries. 
Globally, the US is seen to be losing its 
self-belief as it is struggling not only with 
the virus but also some other issues at 

Challenges like nationalist 
populism, extended chau-
vinism, protectionism and 
isolationism are impeding 
the virtue of International 

cooperation and multilater-
alism.
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home like political division and racism. 
The perception of America’s loss of confi-
dence among its citizens has made world 
point fingers towards it and questions its 
capacity for its role as a leader. Not to for-
get that this is happening when there is a 
health and economic crisis in the world 
calling out loud for global collaboration, 
unwaveringly. Trump took some measures 
in the pre-pandemic time that gave a ges-
ture of America’s withdrawal from interna-
tional cooperation like retreating from the 
Paris climate agreement, US-Iran nuclear 
deal, and the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
trade pact. Trump has raised suspicions 

about America’s collaboration with NATO. 
The long dragged conflict with the Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel, Trump 
called for pulling out a quarter and more 
of 34,500 troops which were deployed in 
Germany. The duration of this pandemic 
is a witness of Trump’s continuous efforts 
of pulling back. When the world leaders 
gathered on a video conference during 
the pandemic to raise funds for the vac-
cine development, the US didn’t take part 
in it. Also, when they all joined the WHO 
assembly, President Trump marked ab-
sent. The obsession and anger of Trump 
with China on the spread of the virus have 
made him retreat the US from the WHO. 
The big steps during this time have risen 
questioned about American policies. 
Thomas Kleine-Brockhoff, The vice pres-
ident of the German Marshall Fund and 
Director of the Berlin, said that masses 
are shocked to see the incapability of the 
leadership which is unable to unify and 
make alliances to address the ongoing 
problem of the pandemic which is shaping 
the public opinion. Also, what we see to-
day is a collapse of American soft power. 
The policies of Trump administration are 
unilateral and these impulses are getting 
out of hands. The honour of the country 
is still at stake as it is one of those coun-
tries to which other states look in the crit-
ical times. But the prestige will decline if 
the US will practice its powers excessively 
and unilaterally. The victory of Trump in 
2016’s elections, Brexit, Arab Spring and 
the rise of anti-establishment movements 
in Europe have initiated a debate on the 
role of ‘populism’ in contemporary poli-
tics. The question here is that is it a threat 
to democracy or it is just an addition to the 

mainstream political discourse? Populism 
poses a threat to democracy it can provide 
moral status to the state which is otherwise 
deficient in it. 
There has been seen a rise in the populist 
regimes globally which has initiated de-
bates among scholars. The best example of 
nationalist populism is Modi’s promotion 
of Hindutva ideology. The victory of Modi 
in 2014 and 2019 has made the political 
debaters argue that the Indian democra-
cy is in the grip of Hindutva-Populism. In 
India, Hindu populism has been a winner 
in elections. Hindu populism recently got 
a new sense after the last elections in 2019 

where the concept of religion belonged to 
past and politics belonged to the future. The 
agenda of Modi’s government is to show Is-
lam at the negative front by playing tactful-
ly with the recent developments and unrest 
in the Indian occupied Kashmir. This was 
done intentionally to foster a concept glob-
ally that Muslims pose a threat to Hindus 
especially from the bordering country and 
also from within i.e. Muslim citizens of In-
dia. The motive was to whip up the Indian 
citizen’s sentiments to gain massive Hindu 
voters to reassemble behind him. Modi 
opted for a convenient way of using Kash-
mir in his campaign that depicts populism 
and it rests on constant unrest and distrust 
among the religious communities of India. 
The concept of Hinduism is manipulated 
to communicate that only BJP can protect 
India as a solely Hindu state. This projec-
tion by the BJP government and encour-
aging the idea that Muslims are a threat is 
making India unsafe, unequal, discrimi-
natory, derogatory, and a very dangerous 
country. Discriminating the Muslims of 
India is not something new and the proof 
of which is the social climate of the west 

and also the diversity which is given to 
the Hindu nationalist groups in India by 
the BJP government. But what is striking 
is the immeasurable amount of efforts and 
power used by the Indian government to 
manipulate and control the narrative to get 
masses in their support and also to influ-
ence the areas which are economically less 
prospered. These Indian policies will not 
only have implications for the South Asian 
region but globally as well. Unilateral and 
Populist policies will halt the global collab-
oration in the time of crisis and also it will 
stake the prestige of the state practising 
these policies. If not countered on time, it 
will have a ripple effect on the region and 
beyond endangering the peace and stabil-
ity of the world. Also, we have witnessed 
how a break in trade has affected the glob-
al economy severely. A loss of billions of 
dollars has been estimated during this 
pandemic. If the situation remained so and 
there would be less cooperation globally, 
then the future of the global powers and 
underdeveloped and developing states are 
not bright. 
In the transition of world order in the 21st 
century, world leaders need to understand 
that they cannot and does not want to dis-
tance themselves for the world. There is no 
space for isolationism in this century and 
we cannot go back to those times. Multi-
lateralism can bring peace and prosperity 
along with interconnectivity among re-
gions and states. The pandemic has signifi-
cantly affected the world order. The global 
connectivity is in crisis, the cohesion of EU 
is also affected and many regions are at the 
threshold of war. The major population of 
the world is at the risk of poverty and so-
cial exclusion. The recession in the global 
economy and politics along with many 
other challenges call for cohesive and col-
laborative actions. These issues would not 
be solved in a fortnight but will only get 
better when everyone will put their shoul-
ders to the wheels. So, today, multilateral-
ism is as important as it could never have 
been. There are a lot of challenges which 
are faced by multilateralism like extended 
chauvinism, little support, protectionism 
and isolationism. All these impede the vir-
tue of International cooperation to make 
this world a better, secure and peaceful 
place. 
The US has set a dangerous precedent to be 
followed by the western world. This would 
result in ending the era of connectivity and 
globalization since 1990 and it will have 
some strong repercussions for the United 
States. Unilateralism in the west will entail 
a comeback of nationalism in political re-
lationships and then the world will follow a 
regressive doctrine. In the post-pandemic 
world, it seems like the world powers will 
revisit the agendas of their policies. Then 
there will be discussion and debate on the 
policies at home and also at the interna-
tional level. The greatest risk today is that 
America today is the flag bearer of the na-
tionalism and populism across the world 
and these notions and being encouraged 
and endorsed. If the suitable measures 
would not be taken then the world will 
witness how the ‘ideal’ political, economic, 
and social systems will land into crisis. 
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Established in 1969, theOr-
ganization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) is an intergov-
ernmental organizationwith 
an evident aim to fortify 
solidarity among Muslim 

nations. It is the second-largest in-
ter-governmental organization after 
the United Nations with a membership 
of 57 nation-states stretching across 
four continents. OIC was founded in a 
historical summit of the headsof states 
and governments of Muslim countries 
held in Morocco in 1969. The summit 
was held in response to the arson of 
a Zionist in August 1969, where the-
Al-Aqsa Mosque was deliberately set 
on fire. This summit is also deemed as 
the first unified expression of the Mus-
lim Ummah in favour of global Muslim 
solidarity and safeguarding the inter-
ests of the global Muslim communi-
ty. The underlying motivation for the 
establishment of OIC was to act as a 
multilateral forum for Muslim nations 
to echoing their concerns in the in-
ternational arena and to work for the 
welfare of Muslims. In March 1970, the 
secretariat was established in Jeddah, 
KSA along with the appointment of a 
Secretary-General asthe head of OIC 
and the first-ever meeting of Islamic 
Conference of Foreign Minister (ICFM) 
took place OIC members represent 
22% of the world population; 70% of 

world’s energy resources, 40% of avail-
able raw material along with 2% of the 
world’s GDP, 1.3% of the world trade 
and only 1.5% of the investments. 
The main purpose to establish OIC was 
to have an international platform for 
Muslims to endorse Muslim harmony 
and goodwill across the globe. Main-
taining the right of self-determination 
for Muslims is another very important 
motive behind the establishment of 
OIC. The organization was instituted to 
uphold the integrity of holy sites of the 
Muslim faith. Today, Muslims are fac-
ing myriad issues including the right to 
self-determination in case of Kashmir 
and Palestine, sectarian divide, and 
recent waves of islamophobia. There 
are different views regarding the prag-
matic approach and success of OIC, 
however, it is pertinent to mention that 
OIC is a realistic instrument having the 
potential to propagate the concerns of 
the global Muslim community on the 
international stage.  
The Organization has the remarkable 
admiration to stimulate the Ummah 
into a cohesive body and act as the 
representative of 1.5 billion Muslims 
of the world. Another significant char-
acter of OIC is to establish consulta-
tive and cooperative relations with 
United Nations as well as with other 
inter-governmental organizations to 
defend the fundamental interests of 

OIC is the collective voice of 
the Muslim world and ensur-
ing to safeguard and protect 
the interests of the Muslim 

world in the spirit of promot-
ing international peace and 

harmony among various peo-
ple of the world.
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the Muslims and to work for the peace-
ful resolution of conflicts involving 
the member states of OIC. The organi-
zation has taken a variety of steps to 
safeguard the factual values and tradi-
tions of Islam. However, there is a need 
to dispel misperceptions about Islam 
and to eliminate the prejudice against 
Muslims. OIC acted as the pedestal of 
Muslim alliance formation at the sys-
tem level and induced harmony among 
the member states.  
The organization also aims to support 
its member states on the legal grounds 
but there is a need to coordinate and 
take mutual initiatives to overcome the 
challenges faced by the Islamic world 
in particular and the international 
community in general. Under the um-
brella of the OIC and global Muslim 
solidarity, there is a need to have a re-
sult-oriented approach and unanimous 
support from each member state, par-
ticularly in cases related to the right 
to self-determination like Kashmir 
and Palestine. One can observe the 
lack of support from the internation-
al community and entities to secure 
the rights of Muslim countries even 
with accordance with the U.N. Char-
ter and international law. OIC should 
act as the curator and guardian of the 
Muslim world by emulating its policy 
of non-interference. There is an equal 
responsibility on the member states 
of OIC to ensure active participation 
at the forum and further the agenda 
of Muslim solidarity in global politics, 
monetary and social scenarios. 
Contemporarily, most ofthe Muslim 
countries are in a state of a social, po-
litical or economic crisis,especially 
the ongoing civil wars, foreign inter-
ventions and economicdeprivation. It 
is the high time for Muslim unity and 
magnanimity, more than ever before. 
No doubttoday, Muslims are facing 
serious political, socio-economic, cul-
tural and manyother challenges. These 
challenges have a disruptive impact on 
the harmony,peace, safety and devel-
opment of the global Muslim commu-
nity. A quick analysis of thestrategies 
adopted by OIC to address all the men-
tioned challenges highlightsthe plan of 
action and tangible measures taken by 
the organization in September2005, 
comprising of imbibing the sense of 
kinship in Muslims, combating the vi-
olence and terrorism, and facilitating 
their progress in the fields ofeconom-
ics and science. It also includes the pro-
jection of a real image of Islamand its 
compassionate values across the globe.
On the other hand, there is a dire need 
to abide by a pragmatic approach and 
revamp the prevalent policies and de-
vise a new plan of actions to deal with 
the predicaments faced by the pres-
ent-day Muslim community. The sit-
uation in Palestine, IOK, Afghanistan, 
Syria, and Iraq and consequently the 
situation of the people living in these 
countries demand an all-new strat-
egy to forge peace in the Muslim na-
tions. There are many Muslim refugees 

around the globe going through crises. 
Muslims in India are facing discrim-
ination and they are constitutionally 
marginalized by the Hindutva regimes. 
Similarly, the grave human rights trans-
gressions and IOK poses a question to 
the credibility of initiatives taken by 
the OIC and UN. The annexation plan of 
Israel and its aberrant actions towards 
the Palestinian Muslims also adds dis-
trust in the efficacy of OIC. Consider-
ing the prolonged Muslim questions 
tallying them with the plan of action 
of the organization, it seems that all 
these plans are merely idealistic or ir-
resolute. For the realization of Muslim 
unity across the globe and render the 
OIC as an effective organ of the Muslim 
community, there is a need to unite the 
Muslims by disregarding their internal 
differences. The appraisal of OIC’s effi-
cacy during the Saudi Arabia and Qa-
tar rift, the role of this supra-national 
authority seemed very limited in mit-
igating the differences between Mus-
lim nations when it hinged on Kuwait 

to reconcile the issue. OIC should take 
responsibility to dispel misconception 
and misunderstandings among the 
Muslim countries being the sole entity 
of the Muslim world at the internation-
al level. In case of any such rifts, the ma-
jor beneficiaries of this inharmonious 
and bitter milieu in the Middle East are 
undoubtedly Israel and other terrorist 
organizations eager to derail the peace 
of the region and to damage the philos-
ophy of Muslim brotherhood and unity. 
The United Nations and the OIC have 
passed many resolutions regarding the 
territorial disputes of Palestinian and 
Kashmir but they have been discarded 
with impunity by Israel and India, cor-
respondingly. These both unsettled is-
sues are a reason for regular suffering 
for the Muslims of Asia as well as the 
Middle East. During the 1994 OIC Con-
ference in Tehran, a Contact Group on 
Kashmir (CGK) was created, which lat-
er on accurately rejected any connec-
tion between terrorism and the right 
of Muslims to self-rule and self-defence 
against foreign occupation. In June 
2002, the CGK asked the UN to sensi-
tize all its member states regarding 
the peaceful resolution of the Kashmir 

issue. Everyone knows that both Paki-
stan and India are nuclear states and 
the Kashmir issue is a triggering point, 
which can further bring disaster in 
South Asia. It is a compulsion to resolve 
this particular matter to avert another 
war in the region because now it will 
be more disastrous. The human rights 
violations in IOK have also been high-
lighted through this forum through 
publishing reports and raising voice 
at international forums. However, no 
action has been taken to highlight the 
blatant threats by India to the support 
groups and human right activists tak-
ing up the cause. 
It is need of the hour thatOIC should 
take concrete measures with the help 
of all member states to settle theissues 
Muslim world is facing. Otherwise, the 
Muslim brotherhood or unity underthe 
umbrella of OIC will be affected. It is 
pertinent to avoid inclusion of anysuch 
element in the organization to avoid 
mistrust. Instead, the OIC’s heads of-
government should sit together to 

think and formulate achievable plans. 
Acoordinated diplomatic outreach of 
Muslim nations in this regard can play 
a vitalrole in highlighting the problems 
the global Muslim community is facing. 
Thepriorities must also include a re-
structuring of the organization with the 
moreeffectual, amicable and account-
able approach. Many regional Muslim 
blocs likethe Arab League, the GCC and 
the ECO should also work closely with 
OIC to getbetter results. This sort of 
unity can certainly bring success and 
a worthyresponse. Such initiatives 
can bring a consensus-based solution 
forthe aforementioned issues, within 
the Middle East and South Asia. Every 
memberstate should be given respect 
and right to present its view no matter 
othersmay differ in their stance. It is a 
known fact that Turkey, Pakistan and 
Iranare already hosting a sheer size of 
the displaced Muslim population, and 
thisburden should be shared by other 
affluent Muslim countries through a 
mechanismdevised by OIC. Pakistan 
has always supported OIC and its deci-
sions regarding various issues, there-
by, OIC should support Pakistan in its 
stance on the issueof Kashmir. 
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Pakistan Army Team wins 
Pace Sticking Competition at 

Sandhurst. High Commissioner 
felicitates the Team.

Pakistan Army team won the Interna-
tional Pace Sticking Competition held at 
the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, 
UK.  While displaying the highest stan-
dards of drill, turnout and discipline, the 
team from Pakistan Military Academy 
won this competition for the third con-
secutive time. This year nine teams took 
part in the competition.
In his message of felicitation on the oc-
casion, High Commissioner Moazzam 
Ahmad Khan commended Pakistan 
Team’s dedication and spirit to take on 
the challenge. He said the Pakistan Team 
once again demonstrated the highest 
standards of professionalism and excel-
lence maintained by our armed forces.
Pace Sticking Competition is being held 
in the UK since 1928 with its history 
linked to the Royal Regiment of Artillery.

AZERBAIJAN-PAKISTAN 
FRIENDSHIP IS ETERNAL AND 

UNSHAKABLE
The Award Ceremony of the Art Compe-
tition on “Azerbaijan-Pakistan Friend-
ship is eternal & invincible” has been 
held in Islamabad on the eve of the 
Restoration Day of the Independence of 
Azerbaijan.
The Embassy of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan in Pakistan held an award ceremony 
for the winners of the drawing contest 
“Azerbaijan-Pakistan friendship is eter-
nal and unshakable” dedicated to the 
Republic Day, which was held in May-
June this year through the embassy’s 
social network profiles.
According to the Azerbaijani Embassy 
in Pakistan, the event was attended by 
Director-General of the National Arts 
Council of Pakistan Dr Fouzia Said, rep-
resentatives of the public and the media 
of this country, participants of the com-
petition and embassy staff were present.
First of all, an exhibition of handicrafts 
of the contestants was viewed and a vid-
eo about Azerbaijan was watched.
Speaking at the event, Ambassador Ali 
Alizadeh said the aim of the competi-
tion was to instil in Pakistani youth the 
interdependence, religious, cultural and 
heritage similarities of the two brother-
ly countries, strengthen international 
relations, promote the talents of young 
people and strengthen cooperation with 
them.
Expressing satisfaction with the high 
level of Azerbaijani-Pakistani relations, 
Ambassador Ali Alizadeh also said that 
Armenia’s aggression and provocations 
against Azerbaijan, its attacks on in-
nocent people have always been con-

demned by the Pakistani people, soci-
ety and youth, and Pakistan has always 
stood by Azerbaijan in difficult times. 
He thanked the government and people 
of Pakistan. The ambassador congrat-
ulated the winners and participants of 
the contest on the eve of the anniver-
sary of the restoration of Azerbaijan’s 
independence on October 18 under the 
motto “Azerbaijan-Pakistan friendship 
is eternal and unshakable.” He congrat-
ulated the winners and participants and 
wished them success.
Director-General of the National Arts 
Council of Pakistan Dr In her speech, 
Fouzia Said expressed her positive im-
pressions of the event, saying that the 
coronavirus pandemic has given rise 
to new ideas and projects in people. 
Speaking about the similarities between 
the two countries, the Director-General 
thanked the ambassador and embassy 
staff for their contribution to further 
strengthening the Azerbaijani-Paki-
stani friendship with such wonderful 
projects. Dr Fouzia Said also stressed 
the need to further deepen relations 
between the two countries, which have 
always supported each other.
Speaking at the event, other guests 
shared their impressions of the com-
petition, spoke about the eternal and 
unshakable friendship between our 
countries and peoples, and stressed that 
the Pakistani people will always stand 
by Azerbaijan and strongly condemn 
the Armenian aggression and attacks 
against Azerbaijan.
At the end of the event, participants and 
winners of the competition were award-
ed cash prizes, certificates and gifts.

Pakistan Tourism Promotion 
Conference

The Embassy of Pakistan in collabora-
tion with the Batiq Travel Services Indo-
nesia, held a Tourism Promotion Confer-
ence today, in the Embassy’s Compound. 
The Conference was planned while 
strictly adhering to the protocols relat-
ed to Covid-19, by the Governorate of 
Jakarta.
The event was attended by over Twen-
ty Travel Agencies and Tour Leaders 
including a few firms involved in Umra 
and Religious Tourism. The country 
head of the Sri Lankan Airlines in Jakar-
ta also attended the event.
The Charge d’Affaires, Mr Sajjad Haid-
er Khan welcomed the guests and ap-
preciated their participation in the 
event despite relatively difficult times. 
Subsequently, Mr Khan gave a detailed 
briefing on Pakistan covering history, 
geography, economy, and most impor-
tantly the thriving Tourism Potential 
of the country. Mr Khan informed the 
audience about the immense potential 
that Pakistan holds for almost all fields 

related to Tourism including, adventure 
tourism, Halal Tourism, Religious Tour-
ism, and Mountaineering etc. Mr Khan 
especially highlighted the rich religious 
and cultural heritage present in Pakistan 
including Mughal Era Mosques, Forts, 
Shrines, Buddhists religious & heritage 
sites, and the Sikh religious sites includ-
ing the Kartarpur Sahib.
He also shared some of the recent ac-
knowledgements of Pakistan’s Tourism 
potential by world-class Magazines and 
societies such as Forbes, Condé Nast 
Traveller’s, British backpacker’s society, 
and recently, the well-Known Indone-
sian Travel Blogger “Trinity”. The pro-
gram also included a documentary on 
Pakistan, a Presentation on Pakistan On-
line Visa System by the officer in charge, 
and a special video message from Ms 
Trinity, top Indonesian Blogger who 
visited Pakistan in 2019. Based on her 
personal experiences, Ms. Trinity gave 
strong words in support of Pakistan as 
she declared Pakistan as the best among 
the 99 countries that she had visited. Dr 
Satiti Handini, the CEO of Batiq Travel 
Services, and Mr Amila Wijasekara, the 
Country Head of Sri Lankan Airlines in 
Indonesia, also addressed the partici-
pants. The guests appreciated the event 
and remarked that such events will help 
in changing the perception of the people 
regarding Pakistan.     
The participants were served with tra-
ditional Pakistani cuisine at the end.

Resident Ambassadors-desig-
nate of Brazil, Denmark, Sweden, 

Greece, Hungary and Ukrain 
presenting their credentials to 

President Dr. Arif Alvi
Islamabad: Residents Ambassa-
dors-designate of Brazil, Denmark, 
Sweden, Greece, Hungary and Ukraine 
presented their credentials to President 
Dr. Arif Alvi in a credentials ceremony, at 
the Aiwan-e-Sadr, today.
 Felicitating the newly appointed Resi-
dents Ambassadors-designate to Paki-
stan, the President expressed the hope 
that the bilateral relations of their re-
spective countries with Pakistan would 
further improve in all areas of mutual 
trust including the economic, political, 
cultural and diplomatic relations. 
 Mr. Olyntho Vieira, Ambassador-Desig-
nate of Brazil, Ms. Lis Rosenholm, Am-
bassador-designate of Denmark, Mr. 
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Henrik Persson, Ambassador-designate 
of Sweden, Mr. Andreas Papastavrou, 
Ambassador-designate of Greece, Mr. 
Bela Fazekas, Ambassador-designate of 
Hungary and Mr. Markian Chuchuk Am-
bassador-designate of Ukraine present-
ed their credentials to the President.
 Later, the Residents Ambassadors sepa-
rately called on the President. Speaking 
on the occasion, the President said that 
Pakistan was keen to promote relations 
with all friendly countries in the areas of 
mutual interest. The President apprised 
the Ambassadors about the smart lock-
down policy of the Government which 
successfully contained the spread of 
Covid-19 pandemic.  He remarked that 
Pakistan was making efforts for promot-
ing peace and stability in the region. The 
President also highlighted the gross hu-
man rights violations being committed 
by India against the Muslims of Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK). He said that India had un-
leashed a reign of terror by persecuting 
the minorities. He urged the interna-
tional community to take note of atroci-
ties being perpetrated by the Indian se-
curity forces against Muslims and other 
minority groups.

STRESSES FOR ENHANCING 
CONTACTS FOR REALISATION 

OF TRADE POTENTIAL
Islamabad: Speaker National Assembly 
Asad Qaiser stressed for synergising the 

engagement between friendly countries 
in Africa. He said that Pakistan strongly 
desires to enhance people to people and 
economic contacts with African conti-
nent through pursuance of Look Africa 
Policy. The Speaker was talking to H.E 
Mohamed Karmoune, Ambassador of 
Kingdom of Morocco in Islamabad to-
day. 
The Speaker said that Pakistan and Mo-
rocco’s relations are deeply imbedded 
in history. He said that these relations 
are based on religion, mutual respect, 
solidarity, and good political will. He ap-
preciated engagement of Moroccan Par-
liament with Pakistan at International 
parliamentary forums. 
Speaker Asad Qaiser said that National 
Assembly resolves to actively pursue 
look Africa policy for enhancing engage-
ment at multilateral sectors. Referring 
to the establishment of parliamentary 
friendship group in National Assembly, 
the Speaker said that it was furtherance 
of that resolve. He said that the PF group 
would play an apt role in bringing both 
the Nations more closer. 
Speaking about the trade relations, the 
Speaker said that immense economic 
opportunities exist on both side there-
fore efforts should be made to enhance 
bilateral trade and economic cooper-

ation with Morocco. He also called for 
collaboration in education sectors by 
exchange of students in medical, engi-
neering and sciences. 
H.E Ambassador Mohamed Karmoune 
thanked Speaker for his remarks saying 
that Morocco also attaches immense im-
portance to its decades old relationship 
with Pakistan. He said that undoubtedly 
those relations were based on religion, 
history and culture. He agreed that it 
was time to unlock the true potential of 
our trade relations. 
He assured the Speaker that he would 
extend all out support for enhancing 
bilateral cooperation and people to peo-
ple contacts. He also suggested for an 
early interaction with Members of the 
Pakistan-Morocco PFG for chalking out 
a strategy for future interaction.

The outgoing Nigerian High 
Commissioner, paid a farewell 
call on President Dr Arif Alvi

Islamabad :  President Dr Arif Alvi has 
emphasized the need for increased co-
operation between Pakistan and Nige-
ria in the areas of trade, economy and 
defence. He said that Pakistan attached 
utmost significance to its relation with 
Nigeria and wanted to further strength-
en and diversify the existing bilateral 
relations to the mutual benefit of the 
two countries. He stated this during a 
meeting with outgoing Nigerian High 
Commissioner, Maj Gen (R) Ashimiyu 
A. Olaniyi, who made a farewell call on 
him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today.
While talking to the High Commissioner, 
the President said that both countries 
needed to promote high-level contacts 
and visits which would further cement 
bilateral relations. The President high-
lighted the atrocities being committed 
by India security forces against the Mus-
lims of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). He urged the in-
ternational community to play its role 
for peaceful resolution of Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute and protection of the 
Muslim minority in India. The meeting 

expressed satisfaction over the current 
level of cooperation and emphasized 
the need to further strengthen defence, 
trade and political relations. The Pres-
ident appreciated the efforts made by 
the outgoing High Commissioner for 
enhancing bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and Nigeria.

H.E. Mr. Ali Alizada called 
on General Nadeem Raza, 

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee

H.E. Mr. Ali Alizada, Ambassador of 
Azerbaijan called on General Nadeem 

Raza, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee, at Joint Staff Headquarters, 
Rawalpindi. Matters of bilateral interest 
and regional security were discussed 
during the meeting. 
Chairman JCSC reaffirmed the brotherly 
relationship between both the countries 
built on strong foundations. CJCSC also 
said that Pakistan Armed Forces fully 
support Azerbaijan’s position on Na-
gorno-Karabakh, which is in line with 
the several unanimously adopted Unit-
ed Nations Security Council resolutions.

Japan provides 471 million 
Japanese Yen to UN-Habitat 

for building disaster resilient 
school’s infrastructure in 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Province
Islamabad:The Government of Japan 

has agreed to provide grant assistance 
of 471 million Japanese Yen to UN-Habi-
tat for the project of “The Improvement 
of Disaster Resilient Schools Infrastruc-
ture” in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) 
province, aiming to provide a safe and 
stable educational environment to the 
students as well as the teachers.
Notes to this effect were signed and 
exchanged between H.E Mr. MATSUDA 
Kuninori, Ambassador of Japan to Pa-
kistan and Mr. KORESAWA Atsushi, Re-
gional Representative, Regional Office 
for Asia and the Pacific of UN-Habitat 
in Fukuoka, Japan. A Grant Agreement 
(G/A) on the details of implementation 
of the project was signed and exchanged 
between Mr. SAKAMOTO Takema, Direc-
tor General, South Asia Department of 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) and Mr. KORESAWA Atsushi. 
The grant amount of 471 million Jap-
anese Yen will be utilized by UN-Hab-
itat for the improvement of Disaster 
Resilient Schools Infrastructure in the 
province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The 
project will support reconstruction and 
retrofitting and repairing of 150 schools 
and construction of 12 new schools.
Expressing his views at the signing 
of the project, Ambassador MATSU-
DA has said, “This project will not only 
provide disaster-resistant infrastruc-
ture of schools in KP province but will 
also prove a disaster prevention hub 
for the region. The Ambassador, while 
emphasizing the need of disaster-pre-
paredness, stated that it is extremely 
important to prepare and well-equip to 
effectively handle the disaster emergen-
cies.  The Ambassador also reaffirmed 
that Japan will continue to support Pa-
kistan for further strengthening its in-
stitutions for disaster management and 
improving the facilities in education 
sector.

53November 2020

NEWSUPDATE



Aliyeva Mehriban Arif gizi was 
born in the city of Baku. In 
1982 she graduated from the 
secondary school number 
23 in the city of Baku with 

gold medal and admitted to the preven-
tive-treatment faculty of the Azerbai-
jan State Medical Institute named after 
N.Narimanov. Afterwards, she obtained 
the distinction diploma from the 1st 
Moscow State Medical Institute named 
after M.Sechenov. She worked at the Eye 
Diseases Scientific-Research Institute in 
Moscow under the leadership of acade-
mician Krasnov. “Friends of Azerbaijani 
Culture” Charitable Foundation was es-
tablished by the initiative of Mehriban 
Aliyeva and is being run by her at pres-
ent time. She also founded “Azerbaijan - 
Heritage” magazine, which is published 
in three languages (Azerbaijani, English 
and Russian) with a view to promote 
widely the Azerbaijani culture. 
In 2002 Mehriban Aliyeva was elected 
the President of Azerbaijan Gymnastics 
Federation and demonstrated herself as 
a skillful organizer in that position. As 
the recognition of her relentless efforts 
in protection and development of Azer-
baijan’s intangible folk literature and 
music heritage, Mehriban Aliyeva was 
awarded the title of Goodwill Ambas-
sador of UNESCO on August 13, 2004. 
Same year, she was elected the member 
of Executive Committee of NOC during 
IV General Assembly of the National 
Olympic Committee of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan and as member of the New 
Azerbaijan Party’s Political Board. 
Mehriban Aliyeva has been awarded 
the title of “Woman of Year” according 
to the sociologic poll held in Azerbaijan 
in 2005 and elected as the recipient of 

“the Ruby Cross” order of “Philanthro-
pists of the Century” International Char-

ity Foundation of Russia for her public, 
philanthropic and charity activity. 
In 2005 Mehriban Aliyeva was obtained 
an academic degree of PhD in philoso-
phy.
The Fund of National Hero Chingiz Mus-
tafayev and ANS Group of Companies 
have declared Mehriban Aliyeva, the 
President of Heydar Aliyev Foundation 
and “Friends of Azerbaijani Culture” 
Charitable Foundation. In 24 November 
2006, Mrs. Mehriban Aliyeva was award-
ed the title of Goodwill Ambassador of 
ISESCO for her wide and brave activities 
in different fields of life, including the 
dialog among civilizations, the attention 
to the children in need, her solid sup-
port to the improvement of their living 
conditions, education, and the projects 
implemented in Islamic world.
She was awarded the prize of World 
Health Organization for her great contri-
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butions to the protection and strength-
ening of mother, child and family health 
upon the unanimous decision of the 
120th session of Executive Committee 
of the Organization held in Geneva, Jan-
uary 29, 2007. She was also presented 
with Golden Heart International Award 
and the Heydar Aliyev Prize for fruitful 
action in public-political and cultural 
life of the Republic of Azerbaijan by the 
Order of the President of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan of 5 May 2009 and Grand 
Commander’s Cross of the Order of 
Merit of the Polish Republic. The Officer 
Class of the National Order of Legion of 
Honor by the order of the President of 
the Republic of France for outstanding 
service and loyalty to France was also 
awarded to her same year.
She was nominated for the elections to 
the Milli Majlis to be held on November 
7, 2010 by the New Azerbaijan Party 
from Constituency No.14 in the Khazar 
District, Mehriban Aliyeva was elected a 
deputy, winning 94.49% (31797 votes) 
of the votes. 
In 2011, Mehriban Aliyeva was award-
ed the Gold Medal, the “Prix de la Fon-
dation” Prize of the Crans Montana 
Forum. In January 2013, Pakistan’s in-
fluential newspaper “Daily Times” and 
the Women Volunteers Association de-
clared Mehriban Aliyeva “The Symbol of 
Humanism - The Person of  2012”. She 
was elected deputy chairperson of the 
New Azerbaijan Party and was honored 
with the award “Martyr Benazir Bhutto 
Woman Perfection Prize - 2013”. Accord-
ing to the results of the survey conduct-
ed by the Arab Cultural Heritage Centre 
of France and “Nefertiti Media Produc-
tions” Company of Egypt from 8 March 
2013 to 10 January 2014, Mehriban Ali-
yeva was honoured with the title of the 
Most Influential Woman of 2014, “First 
Lady of the Year” by “The Business Year” 
Magazine. 
On 11 February 2015, Mehriban Aliye-
va was conferred on the order “Hilal-e 
Pakistan” of the Islamic Republic of Pa-
kistan. 
Mehriban Aliyeva was conferred on a 
high state award of the Serbian Repub-
lic – the Sreten Order – for her special 
services before Serbia in public, cultural 
and humanitarian fields.  Nominated for 
the elections to the National Assembly 

held on November 1, 2015 by the New 
Azerbaijan Party from Khazar Constitu-
ency No.14, Mehriban Aliyeva was elect-
ed MP, gaining 96,7% (38 029 votes) of 
the votes. The National Hero Chingiz 
Mustafayev Foundation and ANS Group 
of Companies have announced Mehrib-
an Aliyeva the “Person of 2015” for her 
exclusive role in high-level organization 
and holding of the Baku-2015 first Eu-
ropean Games, large-scale activities to-
wards worldwide promotion of Azerbai-
jan’s positive image, works she has done 
for mutual integration of Azerbaijani 
and world cultures, her contribution to 
the formation of a multicultural envi-
ronment in the country, and consistent 
benevolent activity.
On 21 January 2016, Mehriban Aliyeva 
was conferred on the High Order - the 
highest award of the European Olympic 
Committee - by a decision of the Europe-
an Olympic Committees’ Executive Com-
mittee, for her special services to the 
development of sport in Europe.  On 6 
March 2016, Mehriban Aliyeva was con-
ferred on Commander’s Cross Order of 
Merit of the Republic of Hungary.  At the 
4th Congress of the World Azerbaijanis 
held in 2016 in Baku, she was elected a 
member to the World Azerbaijanis Co-
ordination Board.  On September 22, 
2016, for the services to preservation of 
a cultural heritage of the Bulgarian city 
of Veliko Tyrnovo, Mehriban Aliyeva was 
presented the diploma of an honorary 
citizen of the city, and a badge. On Sep-
tember 22, 2016, for the great contribu-
tion to preservation and promotion of 
Bulgaria’s cultural heritage, and active 
participation in this work, Mehriban 
Aliyeva was conferred on a diploma of 
honorary doctor of the Veliko Tyrnovo 
University named after Saints Cyril and 
Methodius.
On February 21, 2017, by an order of 
President Ilham Aliyev, Mehriban Aliye-
va was appointed First Vice-president of 
Azerbaijan.
As a result of this appointment, as of 
March 6, 2017, the authorities of Meh-
riban Aliyeva, a deputy of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Azerbaijan 
of the 5th convocation, were terminated 
as a deputy.  
Mehriban Aliyeva is married, has two 
daughters, a son and five grandchildren.
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Often known as ‘the land of 
fire’, Azerbaijan which was 
a Soviet republic once and 
now it is famous because of 
so many reasons. The high 
tech capital city of Baku, the 

Great Caucasus Mountains, and strange 
fire phenomenon are some of the reasons 
of Azerbaijan being a tourist attraction. 
People might have a lot of doubts be-
fore travelling to this state but once you 
go there it feels like you have found an 
‘undiscovered gem’ and you won’t ever 
regret your decision. It is worth every 
penny you spend on this trip. All the ad-
jectives give less meaning when it comes 
to defining the beauty of this extrava-
gantly beautiful state. The capital is a 
beautifully developed modern city which 
is steeped in oil money. The city recently 
got built a subway, fast internet connec-
tion, infrastructure based on Parisian 
style and future optimistic buildings. The 
city is surrounded by rural areas with 
small towns having gorgeous mountains 
and farms. In these areas, people sit at the 
squares of the towns to look at the tour-
ists and lend them a hand to help. The lo-
cals come forward to help the visitors and 
are very welcoming. The city has a spec-
tacular history with incredibly beautiful 
national parks and fantastic hiking tracks. 
Whosoever visits this state visits a part of 
the world that is free from all the nega-
tivity they face during tourism. This is a 
place where people can enjoy other peo-
ple and places in the most authentic way 
possible. This state makes people fall in 
love with its beauty instantly. One-third 

of the world’s mud volcanoes are found 
here in Azerbaijan. These are formed by 
the pockets of the underground gases 
which force their way out to the outer 
surface through them. They act like gey-
sers made up of mud. As this is not made 
up of magma so the temperature of the 
mud is quite freezing. The mud volca-
noes of Azerbaijan are quite famous but 
those which are at the Gobustan National 
Park are a must-visit when one is in Baku. 
Tourists won’t feel any hurdle as all they 
have to do is to take a bus which will drop 
them at the park’s entrance but still there 
is a task which they to accomplish. The 
task is to find volcanoes because they are 
not easily found. This tour will cost ap-
proximately 60 AZN which is USD 35. 
When a tourist visits Azerbaijan, he has 
to discover the Sheki Khan’s Palace. The 
palace was built in 1797 and it was the 
residence of Khan’s which they used for 
summers. It is located in Sheki and is one 
of the most splendid and historic build-
ings in South Caucasus. The windows 
of the palace are shebeke which means 

that they are made up of most delicate 
stained glass having geometric patterns. 
This is specially designed by the masters 
of Azerbaijan that casts fantastic rays of 
light with colours inside the entire interi-
or of the palace. The timing of its opening 
is 10 am to 6 pm. This visit to Sheki Khan’s 
palace will cost you only 2 AZN which is 
USD 1.25. There is one more palace called 
the Palace of Shirvanshahs. This palace is 
built in the walled inner city of Baku and 
it is made with sandstone. It was made 
in the 15th century and it constituted 
a mosque, bathhouse, and mausoleum 
and also the well known Maiden Tower 
showing the tourists the most panoramic 
views of Baku. There is a fun fact about 
this tower that till today no one has any 
idea about the purpose of building this. 
The daily timings for the tourists and the 
natives to visit this place are 10 am to 6 
pm. The cost of visiting this palace is 2 
AZN and 6 AZN for unguided and guided 
tour respectively. 
The tourists in Azerbaijan also visit and 
relax on the beaches of the Absheron. 
The residents of Baku migrate to their 
Dachas which are their country hous-
es which are at the Absheron Peninsula 
so that they can get an escape from the 
heat waves in summers. There had been 
resorts popping up along the coastline 
in recent years which have made it easy 
for the tourists to stay near the beach. To 
reach there, there is an available option 
for both taxi and public bus. The other 
two beaches that are at Mardakan or Bu-
zovna are also popular. They are famous 
for the warm waters of the Caspian Sea 
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as people go there for sunbathing and 
swimming. This could be a fun adven-
ture for the people who love beaches but 
Azerbaijan also offers a lot of things to 
the mountaineers. The mountain town 
of Quba has a cooler climate having old 
mosques and traditional green carpets 
which are surrounded by the beautiful 
alpines. People who love hiking visit this 
place. People also visit Tenghi Canyon. 
You can also pay a visit to the Khinalig 
which is a massive Zoroastrian centre 
or Krasnaya Sloboda. This is the only all 
Jewish town to be called after Israel and it 
has Juhuro population also called Moun-
tain Jews. This place offers you to travel 
around and hike individually with no cost 
but there are some companies which of-
fer the tourists for an organized day tour 
of the region and that costs nearly 38 AZN 
that is USD 23. 
The water sports lover get entertained in 
Azerbaijan as well as the state has two de-
veloping water resorts although the state 
did not make any name in skiing inter-
nationally. The season for skiing is quite 
short as it just lasts two months. The 
months are mid-December and late-Feb-
ruary. Charges for skiing for a full day are 
20 AZN. If you are a learner and want to 
take a lesson then you will be paying 34 
AZN. The state is exceptionally beauti-
ful and welcomes the tourists with open 
arms. Azerbaijan is extremely safe for the 
tourists as the state has announced se-
vere punishments for the crimes against 
tourists. The tourism industry in Azerbai-
jan is going to flourish more in the next 
few years. 
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Football superstar Cristia-
no Ronaldo and men’s golf 
world number one Dustin 
Johnson both tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus as 

a surge in cases cast a shadow over 
the return of professional sport.Ron-
aldo, the 35-year-old five-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner, is asymptomatic but 
has withdrawn from Portugal’s Na-
tions League game against Sweden 
on Wednesday. He played in Sunday’s 
0-0 draw against France.“We have re-
spected all the health measures... and 
yet it happened,” Portugal coach Fer-
nando Santos told reporters. The rest 
of the Portugal squad, and France’s 
players, have all tested negative.
America’s Johnson, 36, was forced out 
of this week’s CJ Cup in Las Vegas as 
he became the highest-profile golfer 
to test positive for Covid-19. Johnson 
said he was “very disappointed”.The 
positive tests by two of the world’s 
top athletes highlight a rash of cases 
coinciding with the return of many 

sports competitions in recent weeks, 
often in bio-secure “bubbles” and 
behind closed doors.The cases, seen 
everywhere from football to cycling, 
rugby union, rugby league, American 
football and Formula One, also mirror 
a surge in Covid-19 across much of 
the world, including Europe and the 
United States.The professional sport 
was brought to a halt worldwide as 
the pandemic advanced in March, 
threatening an industry estimated 
to be worth hundreds of billions of 

dollars. But many competitions have 
now emerged from their shutdowns. 
Ronaldo, one of the world’s best-paid 
athletes, was “fine and sunbathing” 
after his positive test, according to 
Juventus team-mate Giorgio Chiellini.
However, the incident renews con-
troversy over his departure from Tu-
rin, where health authorities said it 
was a breach of virus protocols and 
underlines the difficulty of interna-
tional competition.Ronaldo and oth-
er Juventus stars left to join up with 
their national teams despite the Ital-
ian champions’ squad being in isola-
tion after two staff members tested 
positive. No other members of the 
Portuguese national team have test-
ed positive, though another round of 
tests was underway. Ronaldo snapped 
this photo (above) with the team out 
to dinner, which was posted on Mon-
day. Ronaldo has been removed from 
the team’s training camp and is said 
to be in self-isolation, according to 
the Portuguese football federation.
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The 35-year-old should be in the 
clear to re-join Juventus when it takes 
on Barcelona on 28 October (in 15 
days). New rules in Italy, where the 
game is set to be held, require a 10-
day quarantine after testing positive.
Elsewhere, Scotland and Ireland’s 
plans for crucial Euro 2020 play-
off matches were also disrupted by 
coronavirus cases, while others were 
forced into self-isolation after team-
mates tested positive.The test result 
also means Ronaldo is a doubt for 
Juventus’ Champions League group 
match with Barcelona on October 28, 
which was set to pit Ronaldo against 
his old rival Lionel Messi.Ronaldo, 
who has also starred for Manchester 
United and Real Madrid, is the high-
est-profile footballer to test positive 
for Covid-19, which has killed over a 
million people since the start of the 
pandemic earlier this year.Brazil for-
ward Neymar, his Paris Saint-Germain 
teammate KylianMbappe and AC Mi-

lan striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic have 
also tested positive for the virus in 
recent weeks. 
China-based Italy forward Stephan 
El Shaarawy tested positive and then 
negative before a friendly against 
the Netherlands in Bergamo, intend-
ed as a tribute to the city which was 
hard-hit by the pandemic. Coach 
Pavel Hapal was among nine cases 
in Slovakia’s camp ahead of Wednes-
day’s Nations League match against 
Israel. And Senegal’s home friendly 
with Mauritania was called off after 
the visitors reported eight positive 
tests.England manager Gareth South-
gate, whose team play Denmark on 
Wednesday and are due to face New 
Zealand, Belgium and Iceland next 
month, defended the decision to press 
ahead with international games.“The 
reality of the world at the moment 
is we don’t know what the rules will 
be. In this day and age you have to 
live from week to week,” said South-

gate.“There is no reason international 
football should be a higher risk.”
American football is also under 
pressure with the National Football 
League admitting the season could 
be extended after games were moved 
following a cluster of cases affect-
ing the Tennessee Titans and New 
England Patriots, including Patriots 
quarterback Cam Newton.“We will 
have the flexibility to be able to com-
plete our season for the Super Bowl. 
That’s the goal,” said NFL commis-
sioner Roger Goodell. However, of-
ficials played down the prospect of 
finishing the post-season in a bubble.
In cycling, two teams, Mitchelton and 
Jumbo-Visma, were forced out of the 
Giro d’Italia after eight positive cases 
in one day. The three-week race, now 
down to 21 teams, still has nearly two 
weeks to run.Jumbo’s Dutch rider Jos 
van Emden questioned the bubble put 
in place to avoid coronavirus infec-
tions, again underlining the complex-
ity of organising competitions during 
a pandemic.“In the hotel buffets, there 
were people who were not part of the 
bubble,” he told The Cycling Podcast.
In English rugby league, Salford will 
have to make team changes for the 
Challenge Cup final against Leeds, 
after two players tested positive and 
two were inconclusive.Several rug-
by union players, including Italy’s 
Gloucester scrum-half Stephen Var-
ney, have also tested positive. But af-
ter the coronavirus was contained in 
New Zealand, the All Blacks and Aus-
tralia will play the second Bledisloe 
Cup Test in front of packed crowds in 
Auckland on Sunday.
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Azerbaijan is amazingly beau-
tiful and has diverse nature 
as it is an ancient country. 
The nation is hospitable with 
unique culture and tradi-

tions. The cuisine of this state has got 
world recognition because of its wide 
range of cuisines in the Caucasus. When 
we talk about the classic meal of Azer-
baijan then it means that it will last for 
at least three to four hours starting with 
starters and then to the main courses. 
The meal starts with basic tea. The tea 
this nation uses is mostly black leaf tea 
and they make it stronger by adding 
wild herbs like thyme, mint and sage 
into it. This special tea is served in a 
special pear-shaped glass called Amu-
du. Serving the tea sets the grounds 
for a friendly conversation and then 
the guests are served with some salads 
and snacks. Then there is a soup which 
has one main ingredient and that could 
be fish, chicken or meat but the special 
thing about this soup is that it is often 
made with yoghurt. Addition of yoghurt 
makes it unique as it is not so common 
in other countries to add yoghurt in 
their soup recipes. 
After serving the guests with tea, salads 
and snacks, and soup, the guests are 
honoured by the main course. The main 
course must have meat whether it’s 

chicken, fish or meat. The fish are native 
to the Caspian Sea and there is a vast va-
riety of fish dishes including fish kebabs, 
soup Kyufta. The fish is also served ac-
cording to your taste like boiled, baked, 
fried or stewed, Pilaf with fish and also 
the fish Dolma. The fish which is widely 
loved in Azerbaijan among the natives 
and also by the tourists include stur-
geon, salmon, white fish and some oth-
ers. The king of all the dishes is Pilaf as 
whenever you get to sit on a dining table 
in Azerbaijan it is served and placed in 
the middle which makes it look like a 
king. This is being usually eaten among 
the second and third course. There are 
certain strict rules defined to make a 
perfect Azerbaijani Pilaf. What makes it 
different from others is that all of its in-
gredients are prepared separately. The 
type of pilaf is selected by the courses 
served previously. For instance, if the 
previously served food had meat then 
Pilaf will be served with chicken, fish 
or game. If the soup served initially had 
game then meat must be included in 

the main dish by serving it with herbs, 
eggs or any fruit of your choice. There 
is one thing which is noteworthy here 
and that is all Pilafs which are served in 
Azerbaijan are prepared with Saffron. 
It is not only an expensive but the most 
delicious spice in the world as well. So, 
it up to the tourist to dine according to 
his taste and get the world-famous pi-
laf made according to his likes and dis-
likes. Pilaf is widely liked by the tourists 
which makes it famous among the other 
countries as well. 
The meat mentioned earlier is optional 
which means the tourists can opt that ac-
cording to their preference but the main 
meat in Azerbaijan is lamb but there is 
wide use of veal as well. The first and the 
second courses in snacks and different 
dough products must have meat. The 
natives and the tourists both consider 
meat to be abundant and versatile. They 
are used for stuffing the Dolma and also 
for garnishing the Pilaf to make it look 
more delicious and presentable. The 
second most famous thing in Azerbai-
jan after Pilaf is Kebab. The kebabs are 
made by stringing the lamb on skewers 
and frying it as a barbecue by giving the 
tender smoke of burning coals. A major-
ity of the entire lamb is used for making 
the kebabs including the flesh, kidneys 
and liver. As in Pilaf, there is also a wide 
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range of kebabs 
is available for 
the foodies. The 
kebabs available 
include Lyu-Lya 
Kebab which 
is made from 
minced meat 
and is delicious. 
The other one 
is Tava Kebab 
which is pure-
ly lamb and is 
round in shape 
or the form of 
oblong cutlets and the 
kebab is not made on 
coals but is fried in a 
pan. Not only lamb ke-
babs but the ones which 
are made from vegeta-
bles, fish and game are 
widely loved and are 
common in Azerbaijan. 
The sauces which are 
served with Kebabs are 
made from delicious 
spices and other ingre-
dients. The most loved 
sauce is Nasharab which 
is sweet and sour in 
taste. This specific sauce is made with 
pomegranate and is specifically asked 
by the tourists to serve with Kebabs. 
As the starters and the main courses 
have been discussed but there is no dis-
cussion about the drinks. The food in 
Azerbaijan is served with special kind of 
drinks just like their food. The people in 
Azerbaijan eat their meals with sorbet. 
Sorbet is a drink which is made from 
sweet and sour fruit juices including 
plum, lemon, grapes and pomegranate. 
Pomegranate is also one of the major 
ingredients which define and enhances 
the food of Azerbaijan. The sorbets are 
not only served as a drink but as a bev-
erage with the main courses like Pilafs, 
kebabs and other dishes including meat. 
The dishes which are served with bread 
are called Chorek. This is made by pre-
paring fresh dough in a Tendir. Tendir is 
a clay oven which is specifically used for 
baking bread and pastries. Tea is again 
served at the end of the meal. This time 
the tea is not served separately but with 

the pastries. The nation’s 
world-famous pastries 
including Pakhlava, Shek-
erbura, Gogal, Badambu-
ra, Keta and others are 
served. The jams also ac-
company these pastries 
to be served with tea. The 
jams are also of different 
types including walnut, 
sour cherry, cornel, sweet 
white cherry, and 
even rose petal. 
These jams are 
world-famous and 
the food bloggers 
have promoted 
them which made 
them an integral 
part of Azerbai-
jan’s cuisine. Do 
not miss out the 
chance to cook and 
taste the delicious 
dishes of Azerbai-
jan.
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BOOK REVIEW

The achievement of world 
peace has not been a partic-
ularly high priority for world 
leaders and policymakers in 
recent years. As the tensions 
between the great powers, 
the United States and China, 
are increasing and conflicts 
from the Sahel to Central Afri-
ca and the Middle East spread, 
the concept of world peace 
appears remote and unrealis-
tic. When UN Secretary-Gen-
eral AntónioGuterres called 
for a global cease-fire at the 
beginning of the Coronavirus 
pandemic, few belligerents 
listened, and even fewer actu-
ally stopped fighting.
At this moment, Alex J. Bel-
lamy’s book “World Peace” 
reminds us of the idea that 
an end of all wars – a dream 
that has inspired people for 
centuries – is possible be-
cause peace, like war, in the 
end, is a choice. He presents 
a well-written, enlightening, 
and stimulating overview of 
the reasons why we still go to 
war and sets out some clear 
principles that governments 
and individuals should follow 
to achieve world peace. The 
book traces the history and 
philosophy of war and peace 
and concludes with Bellamy’s 
own proposals for a reduction 
of violence that must lead, 
step by step, to a status of 
peaceful coexistence.
For Bellamy, world peace is 
a state in which war is ab-
sent and prevented globally, 
and conflict managed peace-
fully through some form of 
international institutions 
(p. 17). He starts by show-
ing that while the history of 
peace-making is as long as the 
history of warfare, it is much 
less known. Bellamy provides 
examples ranging from the 
ancient Greek scientist Py-
thagoras who developed a 
theory of universal harmony 
to the Italian writer Dante 
who, in the early 14th century, 
argued that peace can best be 
achieved through law.
More recently, individuals like 
the industrialists Alfred Nobel 
and Andrew Carnegie backed 
movements for world peace 
around 1900, which Tsar 
Nicholas II of Russia helped to 
transform into a political pro-

gram. The 1899 Hague Peace 
Conference for example, 
which Nicholas hosted, was 
one of the first attempts to de-
velop mechanisms to resolve 
conflicts peacefully. Although 
the initiatives failed, Bellamy 
shows they helped to give 
birth to the modern world 
order with institutions such 
as the United Nations and the 
International Criminal Court.
Despite these mechanisms 
and centuries of peace activ-
ism, however, world peace 
has still not been achieved. In 
the chapters that follow, Bel-
lamy explains the factors that 
contribute to the prevalence 
of war. He firstly discusses hu-
man nature and the argument 
– most famously put forward 
by Thomas Hobbes – that the 
“condition of Man […] is a 
condition of war of everyone 
against everyone.” Bellamy, 
however, argues that humans 
are not violent by default, and 
that war is a social phenom-
enon rather than a biological 
reality (p. 57). Biology, ar-
chaeology, and anthropology 
suggest that humans learned 
to resolve conflicts and build 
societies, in parallel to using 
violence to achieve their goals.
He identifies three other rea-
sons why war persists: first, 
the structure of our societies, 
which are divided into fac-
tions and built on group mem-
bership, from families to polit-
ical parties and nation-states. 
These divisions create conflict 
between groups and lead to 
the paradoxical outcome that 
the bonds create harmony 
within and at the same time 
conflict between societies (p. 
74). Secondly, wars are fought 
because they are seen as a 
useful way to achieve one’s 
objectives (p. 83). Although 
war usually benefits the few 
and creates more losers than 
winners, a sufficient number 
of people assume it will help 
them to increase their mate-
rial gains, protect their peo-
ple, or spread their ideas. The 
third reason why wars are still 
prevalent is their contagious-
ness, Bellamy writes. Societies 
develop military capabilities 
to defend themselves against 
other groups, which creates 
the “security dilemma”: while 

protecting themselves against 
war, they make it more likely 
(p. 91). Bellamy, therefore, 
interestingly concludes that 
pacifism would not lead to 
world peace: as long as hu-
manity produces leaders like 
Hitler and Stalin, it is not suffi-
cient to lay down the weapons 
completely (p. 95).In the sec-
ond part of the book, Bellamy 
outlines the foundations on 
which world peace could be 
built: the modern state, a dif-
ferent attitude towards war, 
and an end to the romantici-
zation of war. Modern states 
have been effective structures 
to prevent the outbreaks of 
civil war among people and 
– overall – made the world 
more peaceful. When they fail, 
war can be the result. Accord-
ing to Bellamy, much of the 
violence and many of the con-
flicts today can be attributed 
to failing or failed states (p. 
120).
Since states are not only ef-
fective structures to achieve 
peace, but also to wage war, 
something in the relationship 
between states and their peo-
ples has to change, too. Wars 
are fueled by extreme emo-
tions of enmity towards the 

other, often instigated and 
exploited by a country’s rul-
ers, such as in 1914 when mil-
lions of people volunteered to 
fight in World War I. Bellamy 
argues that the passions that 
motivate people to go to war 
need to be countered with an 
expansion of the horizon from 
the local to the global: the 
understanding that there are 
shared humanity and iden-
tity as humans.Moreover, he 
writes, societies need to get 
a true sense of the horrors of 
war. The public’s perception 
of war, based on news reports 
and Hollywood movies, needs 
to be corrected. Bellamy’s 
thought builds on the writings 
of Virginia Woolf, H.G. Wells, 
Susan Sontag and others, who 
reasoned that people would 
be less likely to support wars 
if they knew how it really felt.
In the last chapter, Bellamy 
presents a peace program 
consisting of ten prerequisites 
and requirements, similar to 
Immanuel Kant’s suggested 
path to “Perpetual Peace”. In 
six preliminary articles, he 
highlights the need to manage 
the relations between states, 
for example by strengthening 
international law.

World Peace (And How We 
Can Achieve It)

September 2020

By Alex J. Bellamy. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press 2019

62






