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Reimagining the 
Middle East

Worthy Readers! 

The focus of this issue is the Middle East as a region, which 
remained the zeitgeist of 21st century’s geostrategic debates 
and global affairs. The recent diplomatic reforms of gulf na-
tions pertinent to the normalcy of relations with Israel (Abra-
ham Accord) are gaining traction and could result in a dom-
ino effect in the region. This issue of Mélange International 

Magazine is focusing on the very same debate by dissecting the Middle 
East quandary and perceiving it through lens of International Relations, 
prevalent media narratives, and strategic realities, through a shrewd in-
sight share by subject experts. What will be the options for Pakistan, 
being the most resilient military power of Islamic world and what will 
be the future of Organization of Islamic Council (OIC). Why Muslim coun-
tries are drifting apart on the question of Palestinian? What is the role 
of dominant powers like China, USA and what is the legitimacy of inter-
national statuary bodies like UN if they desert the plight and resolutions 
of Palestinian Muslims? Alliance patterns of World Wars are replicating 
themselves in present day Middle East and dominant powers are secur-
ing strategic positions in the oceanic theaters, especially the Arabian Sea 
and Indian Ocean. With the existence of multiple flashpoints of a kinetic 
action and nuclear war, Pakistan will have to walk a tight rope in its pol-
icy in Middle East and with dominant powers like China, Russia, US and 
European nations. Melange International Magazine also considered the 
contributions of eminent experts on the topic of China’s increasing role 
in the Middle East as a balancer and promotor of stability, in addition to 
the country’s strategic but fragile alliance with Iran and tensions in the 
South China Sea.  

The birthplace of three Abrahamic Religions, the Middle East, has been 
in a state of perpetual evolution, throughout its rich history of clashing 
clans and megalomaniac empires. The underlying reason for this con-
temporaneous development is harmony of interest, which often conflict 
with the interests of other actors especially regional ones.  

The October edition of Mélange International Magazine is in your hands 
to quench your thirst for reading and pondering upon the most signifi-
cant diplomatic developments of the month. This edition carries a num-
ber of special reports, articles and lot of other mesmerizing readings. 
Mélange Team hopes that the current edition will win your hearts and 
minds like the previous ones.
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The Middle East became the 
most volatile region ever 
since the end of Cold War 
and with the emergence of 
Islamic extremism, which 
granted the Allied Forces a 

right to intervene in the domestic af-
fairs of the Arab homelands. The region 
is in the spotlight for the last couple of 
decades owing to its mega socio-eco-
nomic developmental schemes, foreign 
military interventions and civilian up-
risings. From Iraq to Syria and Iran to 
Yemen and Sudan, the Arab economies 
reproached by the western powers as 
the extremist countries where political 
Islam contested with the democratic 
and liberal nations of governance. Al-
though the majority of regional actors 
share a common culture and religion 
but there has been discord in their rela-
tions due to the sectarian divide, mone-
tary disputes and more specifically due 
to their foreign ties with the western 
half of the world. On the other hand, the 
present-day Middle East seems to 
evolve especially after the Arab Spring, 
economic diversification agendas of 
Gulf economies by restructuring their 
dependence on the oil exports to the es-
tablishment of an organic trade and in-
dustrial base. In addition, the KSA’s im-
pingement on secularism and recent 
peace deal leading to the normalcy of 
the relationship between a few Gulf 
countries and Israel. Abraham accord 
ranks on the top of the recent transi-
tions in the Middle Eastern region 

where UAE and Bahrain formally recog-
nized Israel and became the third and 
fourth countries in the list of Gulf na-
tions after the Egypt and Jordan to ac-
knowledge the state of Israel as legiti-
mate country of Middle East. These 
peace agreements are a result of the 
Donald Trump administration’s manu-
script also called “Trump Peace Plan” or 
“Deal of the Century”, which seeks to re-
solve the Palestine-Israel conflict. For-
eign Minister of UAE, Mr Abdullah bin 
Zayed al-Nahyan hailed the deal as the 
“change in the heart of Middle East and 
it will put a halt to the Israeli annex-
ation of the West Bank of Palestine”. The 
deal became official in a ceremony held 
in the lawn of White House where US 
President Donald Trump, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, UAE For-
eign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed al-Na-
hyan and Bahrain’s Foreign Minister 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Zayani signed the 
documents of formal recognition in the 
presence of more than 200 people. 
Trump hailed the deal as the door to the 
era of cooperation and a pathway of Ar-
ab-Israeli stability and prosperity how-
ever, unlike the Arab leaders, Trump 
and Netanyahu did not recognize Pales-
tine in their talk. Whereas, the Arab 
leadership is still supporting the two-
state solution and foreseeing a halt in 
the annexation of West Bank and other 
parts of Palestine.Although few hail this 
so-called peace deal as the deal of the 
century, but in reality, it blemishes and 
taints the idea of Muslim solidarity as 
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few Muslim nations have a preference of 
building up their economies and serving 
their military interest on top of the 
plight of marginalized Muslims of Pales-
tine. Palestine and Kashmir cause re-
mained the focus of diplomatic outreach 
and bedrock of the formation of Organi-
zation of Islamic Countries (OIC) in the 
period of Cold War but now with the 
prevalence of laissez-faire economic in-
terests outshine the idea of religious 
kinship and its realization at the system 
level by Muslim nations. The rationale of 
this theory is that the small nations of 
Gulf like UAE and Bahrain, having a rela-
tively smaller Muslim population and 
robust economic potentials, are now 
opening their gates to the illegitimate 
Jewish state of Israel to fulfil their agen-
das of economic diversification, their 
military buildup, and acquisition of 
modern technologies. Many analysts as-
sociate this development with the grand 
chessboard or the great game of domi-
nant powers, where China is emerging 
as a competitor of the US unipolar order. 
A few relate this change to the begin-
ning of the formation of two blocs, 
where one is western and other is Soth-
ern led by China and Asiatic economies. 
The western bloc not only comprises of 
the US and European powers but it is ex-
tending its support to the Asian powers 
like India and the Gulf countries like 
UAE etc. Similarly, the Chinese associ-
ates are not only limited to the Asian 
continent but they form an arc around 
the three most populous continents of 
the world, namely the Asia, Europe and 
Africa, excluding the Americas from its 
project of grandiose connectivity. Here 
the significance of Pakistan is indelible 
as it is the only Muslim country having a 
sixth largest military of the world and 
the only nuclear deterrent Muslim na-
tion, which not only provides a safety 
cover to the Muslim countries but also 
back them up at the upper echelons of 
the diplomacy. At this point, Pakistan 
aligns itself with its neighbouring Chi-
nese collation and acts as the transit 
corridor of the grand Chinese project of 
Belt and Road (BRI) to the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) region. The 
country is also in the economic slump, 
suffering from the trade deficits and de-
sires to ameliorate its economic footing 
by reaching the tapped markets but the 
idea of recognition of Israel is not an op-
tion for this flagbearer of the Muslim 
world, as it will suffer the loss of Kash-
mir cause. The normalcy of Arab-Israel 
relationship has far-fetching conse-
quences on the Muslim world, especially 
on Pakistan as the country has stood 
firm for the sovereignty of Muslim lands 
like Palestine and Kashmir. At the same 
time, the general population of Pakistan 
share a distinct relation and sense of 
kinship with ME region, firstly due to 
common Muslim identity and religious 
sites in the region and secondly due to 
the millions of overseas Pakistanis re-
siding in different countries of the re-
gion. The formal ties of South Asian re-
gion with the Middle East date back to 
thirteen hundred years, and amidst the 
independence movement of Pakistan, 

The Muslims of the SA region expressed 
their solidarity with the Muslims of ME. 
Ever since the creation of Pakistan, the 
country enjoyed an extensive political, 
cultural, and defence ties with the Mid-
dle Eastern countries like Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, UAE, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and 
Yemen. The constitution of Pakistan also 
adheres the ideology of the forging a 
friendly relation with all the Muslim 
countries across the globe. Pakistan’s 
foreign policy towards the Middle East 
was never to gather support base to be a 
regional hegemon like India and Paki-
stan always adhered the principle of 
neutrality and solidarity with Muslim 

nations, and indeed its foreign policy 
objective ranked the agenda of Kashmir 
and Palestine as its foremost priority. 
The privileged status and upper hand of 
Pakistan in its eastern region were due 
to many reasons beyond its religious 
kinship, such as being the only Muslim 
country among 58 nations having nucle-
ar deterrence and a military ranked in 
upper echelons of worldwide military 
tradition. Since the beginning, the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan does not rec-
ognize the illegal occupation of Pales-
tine (Israel) and ever since the country 
utilized its diplomatic muscle to advo-
cate the right of Palestinians. Until the 
end of the cold war, the resettlement of 
Palestinian Muslims and illegal occupa-
tion of Israel and its expansion remained 
the zenith of bilateral and multilateral 
forums (especially in the Middle East 
where Arab states and Turkey were ad-
vocating as pro-Palestinian) where Pa-
kistan’s indelible support is worth men-
tioning among other Muslim countries. 
This diplomatic outreach of Pakistan 
forged a stronger bond with Middle 
Eastern states, especially after Israel led 
wars which induced instability and in-
security in the region. Naturally, Paki-
stan became a defence partner of actors 
in the region and it was a natural align-
ment for Pakistan as well due to the 
trade potential of the region and lucra-
tive market for Pakistan unskilled and 
semiskilled workforce. The oil boom of 
Middle East trickled down in the form of 
employment for millions of Pakistanis 
and an opportune attempt of the gov-
ernment to bridge the national econom-
ic deficit through remittances. In the 
meantime, the issue of India’s illegal oc-
cupation of Kashmir remained pivotal to 
Pakistan’s foreign policy in the East and 
country accomplished to gather sub-
stantial support from its Muslim part-
ners. Formation of OIC was a leap in this 
regard as a Muslim pressure group at 
multilateral forums, it would have 
strengthened the identity and sense of 
belonging to Muslim nations but due to 
myriad reasons, the vision of united 
Muslim world did not materialize. Pon-
dering on the choices for Pakistan in this 
bipartisanship it has been made clear by 
the incumbent government and charis-

Pakistan has emerged as a major re-
gional player in the Middle East over 
the years, even though it retains a level 
head. It also has security agreements 
with a significant number of States in 
the Middle East and Pakistan offers 
educational facilities to Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Jordan, United Arab Emirates, 
Kuwait and Bahrain’s armed forces. 
Pakistani military personnel, being the 
largest contributor of the UN Peace-
keeping missions are also admired to 
serve in various capacities as trainers 
and advisers for Arab armies, as cur-
rently, the former COAS of Pakistan’s 
army is leading the collation forces 
of Arab countries. The country was 
ranked as second in having its military 
presence outside the country, after 
Cuba, where most of its foreign deploy-
ment was centred in different regions 
of the Middle East.
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matic leadership of the country that the 
country will not recognize the state of 
Israel and stand for the cause of their 
Palestinian brothers. At the same time, 
the Abraham Accord draws the atten-
tion of the Pakistani decision-makers to 
revisit their relationship with the Mid-
dle Eastern Muslim nations, as they are 
retreating from a cause that was buoyed 
for almost 70 years from now. In order 
to assess the options for Pakistan in this 
evolution of Middle East, first, we have 
to comprehend the positioning of the 
country and its relationship with its 
Middle Eastern counterparts and the 
domestic developments influencing its 
relation with them.First, there is a new 
Prime Minister and relatively fresher 
political party in power, which the re-
gional powers have never dealt with be-
fore, and it is opportune for the incum-
bent government for Pakistan to revisit 
country’s economic and diplomatic en-
gagements in the region and institute a 
value-based and holistic policy. In addi-
tion to the provision of competent lead-
ership of Pakistan in the Islamic Military 
Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC), 
the representation of Pakistan by its 
premier Imran Khan in the investment 
conference at Riyadh also congealed the 

country’s image as indispensable in the 
affairs of ME. Similarly, the country’s 
deep-rooted partnership with China, a 
country emerging as the sturdy investor 
in the mega developmental projects, 
and it is need of the hour of the Middle 
Eastern economies.Secondly, neutrality 
has always remained the basic principle 
of Pakistan’s foreign policy in the Middle 
East and the hedging policy always re-
mained successful for the country. The 
diplomatic manoeuvring of Pakistan, es-
pecially not to choose a side between 
Iran and Saudi Arabia has rendered the 
country as a neutral partner and ex-
tra-regional ally to both ME powers. 
Concerning the current developments 
in the Middle East, KSA secret meetings 
with the Israeli counterparts and its 
steadfast relation and dependency on 
the USA, along with Iran-KSA rivalry, 
there may come a time when Pakistan 
will have to choose sides. Therefore, the 
country must prepare itself to make a 
hard choice and opt for a policy by envi-
sioning time ahead. Thirdly, the regional 
connectivity between the South Asian 
economies and with the Middle East re-

gion is also a notable development con-
cerning the future of Pakistan’s foreign 
policymaking for ME countries. CPEC, a 
flagship project of BRI and development 
of Gwadar Port will result in providing 
Pakistan with an upper hand among the 
South Asian countries economic out-
reach in the ME region. Pakistan will act 
as a trade corridor, which is why KSA 
sanctioned billion-dollar oil refinery at 
the port of Gwadar, increasing the pros-
pects of further investments from the 
gulf countries. The geopolitical analysis 
also put a spotlight on the fact that the 
strategic relevance of Pakistan in the 
Middle East and Asiatic region owes to 
the country’s demography and geo-
graphic positioning. In the context of the 
Middle East, Pakistan walked on a tight 
rope by extending neutral diplomatic 
support to Iran and KSA equally over the 
period. The policy of non-involvement 
in the ME rivalries also corresponds to 
the ethnic divide of the country where 
more than 77 per cent population is 
Sunni Muslim while rest are Shite popu-
lation; having an affinity with Iran for 
being the largest hub of global Shite 
population and numerous sacred sites. 
In past, the country experienced inter-
nal sectarian strife with a disruptive ef-

Over the last 40 years, Pakistan has 
walked a tight rope and been able to 
manage parity and cordial relations 
with the Eastern powers like Iran and 
KSA. Now the UAE and Bahrain’s at-
tempt to normalize the relation with 
Israel aggravate the situation of Mid-
dle East and pose a serious question 
for the Muslim nations, especially Pa-
kistan. At the same time, the Chinese 
multi-billion dollars deal with Iran 
to develop its ports, make use of its 
oil, and gas resources will ultimate-
ly have an impact on this forth-men-
tioned transactions. Thus in order to 
overcome this intricate situation, the 
country must brace itself with the ad-
ditional support from the Muslim and 
regional nations and meticulously de-
vise a preemptive foreign policy. 
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fect on the economic and national devel-
opment but so far, the policymakers 
have been successful in hedging the risk 
of a sectional divide in the country and 
its international relations. As in the re-
cent past, Pakistan was invited to side 
with the Muslim powers of ME, as the 
collation against Houthis in Yemen by 
Gulf countries, and a new alliance of 
Muslim countries forged by Malaysia 
and Turkey, but Pakistan abided by the 
egalitarian principle of neutrality in its 
relation with the Muslim countries. In 
the twenty-first century, a major devel-
opment that shaped the political, eco-
nomic and diplomatic dimensions of the 
region where the US-led war on terror, 
deposition of Saddam Hussein’s regime, 
Israeli unilateral solution, Arab Spring 
followed by civil wars in Syria, Yemen, 
Libya and Iraq. A resurgence of armed 
non-state actors, as Islamic State (IS) 
fraught the economic potential or re-
gion and hindered the political and so-
cial development of the people of the 
region. Until now, Yemen and Syria are 
in a constant state of war where interna-
tional powers like the US, Russia, Turkey 
and others are projecting their power 
and turned the country of flowers into 
war-torn debris. The recent move of 
Gulf nations to normalize relations with 
Israel adds fuel to the fire.  Showing that 
since last several decades, the Middle 
Eastern region had been experiencing 
foreign interventions, especially of great 
powers that not only shaped the politics 
and economy of the region but also 
tainted the relations of Muslim states 
with each other, especially the war 
against terrorism, which provided a pre-
text to the pursuit of power to strong 
Arab nations. Analysis of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy towards ME delineates the 
fact that the geostrategic positioning 
and defensive capabilities of the country 
render it as indispensable in the politics 
of the region. However, the current dip-
lomatic setting of the region also hints 
fragility of prevalent order as the Arab 
countries are tilted towards India and 
new rulers are pouring huge FDI in the 
country. The emergent global powers, 
especially the economic ones in the re-
gion, namely China, India and Russia, 
are forming strategic alliances and 
seemingly two larger blocs a pro-US and 
pro-China are in making. In this context, 

India is consequently deemed as a re-
gional partner by the US security ad-
ministration, fulfilling the endeavours of 
India to be a regional hegemon. Here the 
relevance of Pakistan is of great impor-
tance, as the country will act as the tran-
sit corridor for the Chinese grand proj-
ect of connectivity with the Middle East 
and North Africa and will play a vital 
role acting as a channel for the econom-
ic vision of China’s BRI and new Silk 
Road, connecting three continents. Be-
sides, CPEC, the flagship project of BRI 
also amplified the need for proactive na-
tional security and foreign policy of Pa-
kistan towards the region and beyond. 
The country is ranked among the top 
military powers and is only nuclear de-
terrent state among all Muslim states, 
where most of them are located in the 
focal area of this study. Apart from lend-
ing defence services, the country should 
also focus on the remote service provid-
er in the business sector to bolster the 
economic potential of the region, which 
in turn requires a proactive foreign poli-
cy and contingency plans in case of any 
misjoinder. As mentioned earlier, on the 
diplomatic front, Pakistan must ensure 
a preemptive approach towards the de-
velopments in the region and have con-
tingency plans to execute and withstand. 
Situations like the recent killing of Gen-
eral Sulemani in Iraq could have led to 
an escalation in this strategically crucial 
region of the world and become a 

game-changer but as an emerging pow-
er, the country has to set its national ob-
jectives clear and so its foreign policy. In 
the wake of recent diplomatic develop-
ments, it is obvious that Pakistan will 
abide by its principle of neutrality in the 
region especially in its relations with 
Saudi Arabia and Iran or Qatar. Mod-
ern-day diplomacy also considers the 
public opinion and domestic policies of 
the host country and non-governmental 
organizations play a key role in shaping 
public opinion. Therefore, it is essential 
to take the NGO sector and their assis-
tance in making the foreign policy a suc-
cess or a failure. At the same time, the 
consensus of the public is detrimental, 
as the country possess the second larg-
est Shia population after Iran and the 
home of the largest Sunni Muslims next 
to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Similarly, 
the power shifts of the KSA and internal 
strife of the Iranian leadership can act as 
the game changer and with the recent 
recognition of Israel; the circumstances 
are not the same. Pakistani deci-
sion-makers will also have to contem-
plate and voice the dichotomy of the In-
ternational norms and customary laws, 
which are applied to the different re-
gions of the world, preferentially. The 
silence of the United Nations and Orga-
nization of Islamic Countries (OIC) is 
also noteworthy in this regard, as they 
are not propagation the plight of Pales-
tinian and Kashmiri Muslims. Accord-
ingly, the emergence of new multilateral 
platforms like the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization and Indo-Pacific Quad that 
will have an everlasting impact on the 
middle powers like Pakistan. In short, 
all we need is to a reassess our aims, 
challenges, and advance with coordinat-
ed diplomatic outreach towards our 
Eastern partners and build on the geo-
political and economic capacity of five 
million Pakistanis employed in the Gulf. 
It is to understand that redefining the 
relations of Pakistan with its Middle 
Eastern partners is indispensable and 
needs a holistic approach that should 
aim to advance Pakistan’s strategic ob-
jectives and its long-term vision rather 
than yielding to the Gulf States, which 
are pursuing a policy of interest at this 
point.
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The prophecy of Thucydides Trap rein-
forces that a security dilemma spurring 
from great power competition leads to 
an armed confrontation between domi-
nant actors, as it occurred in more than 
12 cases out of 16 in last 500 years. As 
the world’s premier military power, the 
United States and, China –a rising pow-
er that may one day be able to challenge 
the US but at present, these two military 
Giants are advancing head-to-head and 
repositioning themselves in the oceanic 
chokepoints. The formation of a QUAD 
(Australia, India, Japan and USA) and 

titivating US-Pacific Command to In-
do-Pacific Command (focusing on South 
Asia, especially India) is a perfect speci-
men of this military repositioning of US 
along with the allied powers, those who 
are in a military/defence agreements 
with the former one and geographically 
placed at strategic locations. Similarly, 
the mounting trade surplus, ever-in-
creasing arms exports, joint naval drills 
and titanic naval presence of China to 
safeguard its economic interests and its 
trade investments in the region is per-
ceived as a challenge by the US and is 

a bone of contention for the 
Chinese archrival India.The 
United States by this time 
has increased its military 
presence at the global en-
ergy chokepoints and Pres-
ident Obama’s “Strategy of 
Encirclement” and piloting 
QUAD’s joint military drills 
in the South China Sea and 
the Indian Ocean underpin 
this strategy. The theory of 
“String of Pearls” also seems 
to reify in this great power 
competition especially with 
the increasing Arab-Israeli 
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ties as a rejoinder to Iran’s strategic ma-
noeuvring in the region.
 This means that US forces can de-
ploy from bases in Japan, Philippines, 
Guam, South Korea, Singapore, Austra-
lia and even Thailand. The map of this 
far-stretched military presence of US 
shows how American military power is 
containing China, no matter in which di-
rection it attempts to move their forces. 
The reverse is also true as the wide dis-
persion of US Power at the South Pacif-
ic allows it to use military force against 
China from multiple avenues and rup-
ture the Chinese defences. Middle East-
ern ally of the US, Israel is extending its 
relations with Iran’s rival Gulf nations 
and meet their defence requirements 
while at the same time countering their 
foe Iran and supporting India in its re-
gional hegemonic endeavours and as a 
balancer against China. In contrast to 
the Sting of Pearls, the Heartland theory 
of global dominance is pertinent as Chi-
na has started establishing it’s military 
and naval presence in the South China 
Sea and the Middle East and North Af-
rica (MENA), and the country is redou-
bling partnerships with SCO countries 
and integrating its mega connectivity 
scheme of Belt and Road with the Eur-
asian Union.
 The geographical theory alludes that 
the global dominance can be achieved 
through the union of countries like Rus-
sia, Turkey, China, Pakistan etc. forming 
a landmass stretched to three conti-
nents, but the key to the domination lies 
in the South Asia, current Pakistan and 
India. South Asia and more specifically 

Pakistan and India, acts as a connecting 
node for the energy exports of Middle 
Eastern and Eurasian economies and 
their military might renders them as 
indispensable partners in the regional 
politics. Pakistani premier clearly indi-
cated that their economic endeavours 
are connected with China while India 
aligned itself with the US as a proxy in 
the region fulfilling its own interests of 
military buildup to deter China and Pa-
kistan. This hostile realignment of domi-
nant powers of the region are hinting to-
wards the similar bloc formation which 
resulted in the catastrophic World Wars.
“I know not with what weapons 

World War III will be fought 
but World War IV will be 

fought with sticks and stones.” 
– Albert Einstein

End of 20th century was the beginning of 
new realms of war and conflicts among 
nation states, due to technological evo-
lution and its application in military af-
fairs, such as cyber space, information 
technology, robotics, space hegemony, 
digital economy and bio-technology. 
Consequently, asymmetrical threats 
emerged due to multiple new platforms 
which are used by state or non-state ac-
tors for coercion, subversion or espio-
nage. Phenomenon like hybrid warfare 
gained traction which induces a sense 

of “permanency of conflict which clouds 
the difference between peace and war, 
time and space and actor/stakeholders”. 
Conflicts in Middle East are present day 
examples of this hybrid warfare, where 
information was used as a weapon on 
networks to create a wave of populism 
and Pan-Islamism which consequent-
ly resulted in toppling the prolonged 
authoritarian regimes of nation-states. 
Thus, an assessment of the modern 
tech led militaries, their digital and au-
tonomous weapons, and emergence 
of new grounds of warfare are making 
the world more volatile. As a prerequi-
site to the causation of war due to pow-
er possession, realists argue that it is 
necessary to establish that which actor 
dominates other in terms of power dis-
tribution. 
This ratio of power and its relative di-
mension is deemed essential for the 
peace in the international system by re-
alist scholars, which is often referred as 
balance of power. Although the concept 
of balance of power dates back to centu-
ries, but in the discipline of Politics and 
International Relation it was much am-
plified after World War I and II. . In times 
of Cold war, this concept was employed 
to hedge and wedge the soviet bloc by 
USA and in order to create this balance 
USA adopted leapfrogging policies lead-
ing the country to be a preponderant 
power. Term ‘preponderant power’ is 
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UN Chief warned that world is living in shadow of nuclear catastrophe
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for reversing course and returning to a common path of nuclear disar-
mament to create a nuclear weapon free world. The UN chief made that call in a message on the International Day for the 
Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. The UN committed itself in 1946, to ridding the planet of nuclear weapons after the 
devastating death and destruction, and the aftermath of the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, it was 
pointed out. Almost seventy-five years later, “the world continues to live in the shadow of nuclear catastrophe and relation-
ships between states possessing nuclear weapons are characterized by division, distrust and an absence of dialogue. As they 
increasingly choose to pursue strategic competition over cooperation, the dangers posed by nuclear weapons are becoming 
more acute. There is a need to reverse course and return to a common path to nuclear disarmament. The use of nuclear weap-
ons would affect all states, meaning that all states have a responsibility to ensure that such deadly armaments are never used 
again and are eliminated completely from national arsenals. COVID-19 has exposed a wide range of global fragilities, from 
pandemic readiness and inequality to climate change to lawlessness in cyberspace; our preparedness to address the threat 
of nuclear weapons is one of those vulnerabilities. We need a strengthened, inclusive and renewed multilateralism built on 
trust and based on international law that can guide us to our shared goal of a world free of nuclear weapons. Those states 
that possess nuclear weapons must lead. They must return to real, good-faith dialogue to restore trust and confidence, reduce 
nuclear risk and take tangible steps in nuclear disarmament. They should reaffirm the shared understanding that a nuclear 
war cannot be won and must not be fought. They should take steps to implement the commitments they have undertaken. The 
death, suffering and destruction caused by the atomic bombing in Hiroshima and Nagasaki must not be repeated. The only 
guarantee against the use of these abhorrent weapons is their total elimination.”
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analogous to the ‘political hegemon’ 
which is an ability of an actor to lead and 
dominate the state of affairs of interna-
tional system of competing states. To 
be a preponderant power (a hegemon) 
is the nirvana of offensive realism and 
according to their standing it is the only 
mean to ensure survivability of a state 
in an anarchic setting. Whereas the con-
cept of regional hegemons also emerge 
when offensive realist argue that wars 
of domination by state-actors will per-
sist until and unless there is a prepon-
derant power and a rough equilibrium 
of power among those great powers. 
Preponderant power in this case is re-
ferred to the concept of Mearsheimer, 
which implies that it is most powerful 
state in the whole system. For case in 
point, the military buildup and realign-
ment of Middle Eastern powers like 
KSA, UAE, Qatar and Iran is indicating 
towards the very same hedging policies 
which have an underlying motive of up-
grading their militaries and gathering 
support from the technologically supe-
rior countries, even if they were foes 
once. China’s main strategic problem is 
its abundant reliance on the overseas 
routes for trade, with up to 60 per cent 
of all Chinese trade passing through the 

South Pacific. Current US Force predis-
position has the foot in the US military 
poised straight on the jugular of Chi-
nese trade and it would not take much 
pressure to shut that trade-off and send 
China into economic collapse in case of 
war. The existing patterns of economic 
contests and naval blockades among 
great powers emulate the same friction, 
which resulted in World Wars, and in-
dicate towards a conflict between Chi-
na and US in the Malacca Straits to the 
Sea of Japan.  Whether it is a backlash of 
globalization or lassies-faire, the forma-
tion of blocs will have an everlasting im-
pact on current realignment if tensions 
escalate between China and the US. In 
this game of great power competition, 
there are several flashpoints entangling 
dominant military powers in an armed 
confrontation and possibly nuclear war, 
such as the Kashmir quandary, the Iran-
KSA or Iran-US/Israel rivalry, or as men-
tioned before, the simmering case of 
Taiwan.
 Any of these conflicts can escalate into 
kinetic responses from the militaries of 
both blocs, which are arming themselves 
by technologically modernizing their 
militaries and offsetting their regional 
adversaries. In South Asia, numerous 

scholars and geopolitical experts deem 
the much dragged and unresolved enig-
ma of Kashmir as the nuclear flashpoint, 
entrapping the three nuclear powers of 
the region (China, India and Pakistan) in 
this territorial conflict. Almost 70 years 
ago, India’s unheeded expansionism 
triggered this regional security dilemma 
and up until now, even when both India 
and Pakistan are nuclear deterrent na-
tions, India neglects the seriousness of 
the dispute and carry out skirmishes in 
the region, as the Pulwama incident and 
Indian Air Force breach of Pakistani sov-
ereign borders. 
Similarly, the abrogation of Article 370 
and 35A in Kashmir by India on 5 Au-
gust 2019 is a unilateral move by India 
in a disputed territory and a violation of 
an internationally recognized bilateral 
treaty between both actors. Adding fuel 
to the fire is the Indian Armed Forces 
grave transgressions of human rights 
in the occupied territory along with the 
demographic engineering which is an 
agenda to transform the region from a 
Muslim majority state to Hindu majority 
one. Similarly, India’s attempts to insti-
gate insurgency in Pakistan and Kash-
mir through Afghanistan is a nascent 
development in this regard and the bel-
licose actions of India can also result in 
halting the Afghan peace process, which 

Great Power, Arms, and Alliances
Winston Churchill once famously quipped, “There is only one thing worse than fighting with allies, and that is fighting without 
them.” Therefore, it goes for the complex web of security relationships that the United States maintains with states around the 
globe. After a low point in the early 2000s, the global arms trade is experiencing a resurgence and recently, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia has signed the biggest arms deal with US amounting of more than $100billion. In the 21st century, the powerful 
states ranking on top for their arms exports, such as the United States, Russia, France, Germany, and China account for the vast 
majority of the total exported arms but trading weapons technology seems inherently risky. It increases the proliferation rate 
of technology and creates vulnerability if a trading partner defects from an alliance. Given the risk, why do great powers trade 
their weapons? The results show a positive linear relationship between great power competition and the volume of arms trade 
globally. Positive relationships exists for alliances, domestic regime similarity between importing and exporting states, and for 
when the importing state is involved in an active conflict. There is a need to qualitatively and quantitatively gauge the connec-
tion of international arms trade with the great power competition, alliance formation, domestic political regime similarity, and 
conflict.  The contemporary emulation of the realignment of countries especially of the Middle Eastern and Asian nation-states 
in the context of their military buildup and strategic alliance formation the case of Cold War is relevant where the decline of the 
Soviet Union created new arms trade and alliance opportunities for NATO. Another relevant study is the iterative Arab-Israeli 
War to see how domestic political regimes and conflict affect the arms trade when two great powers compete via proxy in a 
regional conflict. The levels of great power competition are currently increasing as China continues to mature into a dominant 
regional power and Russia pursues a grand strategy of agitating against western institutions. The core of this arms race, mili-
tary modernization and alliance formations based on military might and economic interests highlight the need of assessing the 
role played by the international institutions for arms control and disarmament.
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is sought as an economic opportunity by 
Pakistan. All these developments quash 
the chances of a peaceful resolution of 
the dispute and hints towards a row that 
could result in nuclear responses from 
either side. Even though both powers 
are constrained through nuclear deter-
rence, there is an ample ground for the 
conventional war and escalation that 
can engulf the whole region in it which 
is why it is a high time for the interna-
tional community to take this into ac-
count and international peace-promot-
ing platforms like United Nations should 
placate the situation.  
The trends of World War III began sur-
facing with the beginning of this year 
when Pentagon started hailing the kill-
ing of Iranian General Qasem Solemani 
who was commanding Iran’s Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps-Quds Force. 
Iranian regime retaliated with the mis-
sile strikes on Iraq where the US mili-
tary base was situated and the Trump 
administration called off the protracted 
nuclear deal with Iran. In the aftermath 
of this event, a naval standoff was wit-
nessed in the gulf region, spiking the 
prospects of kinetic action in the oce-
anic theatres and putting millions of 
innocent lives under the clouds of war. 
Anyone cognizant of the fact that the re-
gional rivalries and hegemonic desires 

of the Middle Eastern powers can con-
template the recent diplomatic develop-
ments between Arab and Israel as a stra-
tegic realignment of Gulf nations against 
their archrival Iran. The racial, cultural 
and sectarian factors further complicate 
the eastern theatre along with the for-
tification and rearmament of their de-
fence lines where Arab countries seek 
assistance from the US and Iran backed 
by Russia. Energy politics has remained 
the zeitgeist of the Middle Eastern polit-
ical affairs and now with the lowering 
reserves of oil and mounting demands 
of Chinese industries, the regional sup-
pliers are enlisting themselves as a reli-
able partner for the emerging power in 
the region. 
The Chinese government and private 
sector poured huge investments in the 
Middle East for the development of oil 
and gas refineries and supply lines for 
securing their energy needs, and ulti-
mately enticing the regional economies 
to become part of Chinese grand proj-
ect of connectivity. The development of 
Chahbahar port is detrimental in this 
context, as it provides China with a geo-
strategic location in the Arabian Sea 
but at the same time, China is looking 
forward to collaborating with the Saudi 
public oil refinery at Gawadar. Besides 
economic entanglements of Middle 

Eastern powers with dominant pow-
ers of the world, the regional countries 
are investing heavily in their military 
buildup, as recently KSA had signed the 
world’s largest arms deal with the US, 
and UAE is collaborating with Israel on 
building a nexus of intelligence gather-
ing sites in the region.  All these military 
and economic developments, along with 
the power projection of Iran versus KSA 
and gulf nations tipoff insecurity in the 
regional political dynamics and com-
pounded with the feud of China and US, 
the region could be a frontline of the fu-
ture fracas. 
The contours of the global power pol-
itics, especially the repositioning of 
leading powers of the regions of South 
Asia and the Middle East telltale sign 
of hostility and insecurity despite the 
fact that all nations are securing them-
selves through economic and military 
buildup. The odds are not in favour of 
peace for now if we look at the recent 
escalations in trade wars and intellec-
tual theft matters related to technolog-
ical developments, and the Chinese tacit 
claims on the sovereignty of South Chi-
na Sea. The seeds of the conflict already 
exist in a variety of potential flashpoint, 
including Taiwan’s continued indepen-
dence struggle, the territorial dispute of 
Kashmir, Iran’s rivalry with KSA, Israel 
and US, and notably the China’s legal ex-
pansion into the South Pacific. An over-
view of the status quo depicts that these 
flashpoints could instigate a limited or 
full-fledged war and further deteriorate 
situation by obstructing the feeble order 
and fragile peace through adventurous-
ness of any single actor. China is extend-
ing its economic tentacles in the Asiat-
ic economies and securing its energy 
supplies while also the routes to export 
its goods to the global markets put the 
US greenback in a contending position 
against Chinese Yuan, leading to a trans-
formation in the prevalent economic 
order of the world. The alliance forma-
tions in the Indian Ocean and all other 
recent developments related to arms-
sales, diplomatic recognition hums a 
war song in the background, and all we 
can do is to hope against hope. 



Praveen Swami in his innocent 
and well-meaning article ti-
tled ‘The Time might have 
come for India and Pakistan 
to talk’ has made designed 
distortions in the recent his-

tory of the two archrivals. Messages 
have been conveyed subtly under the 
guise of the revival of talks and friend-
ship. The motivation behind writing 
this article is the floating rumours in 
India about the possible Indo-Pakistan 
talks that were abruptly stalled by In-
dia after the attacks in mumbai on 26 
Nov 2008.  He says that for weeks ru-
mours have proliferated in New Delhi’s 
diplomatic and policy communities on 
the existence of a secret India-Pakistan 
diplomatic channel on Kashmir. The 
rumour mill adds colour to the story 
by asserting that India’s NSA AjitDo-
val visited Islamabad secretly. Another 
version talk of a meeting held between 
high officials in London and Washing-
ton. Topics for discussion ranged from 
the fate of Kashmir to the future of Af-
ghanistan, and the trial of Kulbushan-
Jadhav, incarcerated in Pakistan on es-
pionage charges. He shrewdly omitted 
terrorism charges. 
He erroneously claims that after the 
Sept 18, 2016 terror attack on an In-
dian army camp at Uri, when Modi di-

rected the Indian military to adopt an 
aggressive posture by striking across 
the LoC whenever any attack took 
place in Indian Occupied Kashmir 
(IOK), accordingly a surgical strike was 
conducted on so-called launch pads of 
militants in AJK on 29 Sept 2016. He 
claims that since then, there has not 
been a single Jihadi attack in India. 
In other words, the so-called surgical 
strike deterred Pakistan.
This is an absolute false claim and 
travesty of truth since no Jihadi attack 
was ever launched in India or IOK from 
Pakistani soil under state sponsorship 
and no surgical strike has ever been 
launched by IAF other than the one 
on 24 February 2019 in reaction to 
the Pulwama terror attack on 14 Feb-
ruary 2019 for which Jaish-e-Muham-
mad (JeM) and Pakistan were wrongly 
accused by India. Pakistan effective-
ly gave a hard blow to India on 26th 
and 27th February. The world press 
has covered all the events in copious 
details.  It is now an established fact 
that Pakistan was blamed by India for 
all the terror attacks which took place 
in India between 2001 and 2008. JeM, 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and ISI were held 
responsible. This was done under a 
well-calculated plan to get Pakistan 
declared a terror abetting state. These 

Innocent civilians living 
near the LoC are the main 

victims of the belligerence of 
Indian forces, and the diplo-
matic community-based in 
Islamabad have physically 

witnessed the damage done 
to the villages of Kashmir
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included the attack on Indian Parlia-
ment in Dec 2001, Samjhota Express 
train in 2007 in which 60 Pakistanis 
were burnt to death, Malegaon and Hy-
derabad Mecca mosque and Mumbai 
attacks. In each attack, Muslims were 
the victims. Indian investigator chief 
inspector Hemant Karkare investigat-
ing Malegaon terror attack arrested a 
gang and proved before the law court 
that all the attacks were conducted by 
local Hindu extremists belonging to 
Abhinov outfit which was headed by 
a serving Lt Col SrikantPurohit. The 
accused confessed their crimes. Fake 
Hindu saint Aseemanand also recon-
firmed it and so did the four books 
written by Indian and German authors. 
India’s Home Ministry officials like 
Sushil and Atish Sharma submitted 
affidavits in the Supreme Court assert-
ing that the Mumbai attacks were an 
in-house affair and masterminded by 
RAW-Mossad-CIA to demonize Paki-
stan and Kashmiri Mujahideen. 
It is unfortunate that Pakistan tied to 
its policy of appeasement didn’t put 
India on the mat, particularly after In-
dia failed to furnish an iota of evidence 
to substantiate its charges. After the 
Mumbai attacks, India cut off diplo-
matic relations with Pakistan, stalled 
composite dialogue, stopped Samjhota 
train service and declared terrorism 
as an inexcusable sin more important 
than the Kashmir issue. Like in 2002, 
India deployed its strike formations 
against Pakistan and threatened to 
launch an offence under its Cold Start 
Doctrine. The US and the West fully 
supported India’s version and pressed 
Pakistan to allow IAF to conduct sur-
gical strikes on Muredke and so-called 
militant camps in AJK. The Indian jets 
took off to strike the intended targets 
but had to fly back when Pak F-16s 
confronted them. The whole drama 
was drummed up and sensationalized 
on concocted charges. Since then, Paki-
stan has been bending over backwards 
to resume talks but India has continu-
ally spurned it.
Encouraged by Pakistan’s muteness, 
India continued to build a narrative 
to paint Pakistan as a terror abetting 
country and India a victim of terror-
ism. To strengthen its narrative, India 
continued to stage false flag operations 
in IOK which included engineered at-
tacks in Udhampur, Pathankot, Uri 
and Pulwama. On each occasion, Pa-
kistan sought evidence and extended 
full cooperation to India but the lat-
ter couldn’t furnish shred of evidence 
since those were stage-managed. 
Pakistan on the other hand has tons 
of evidence to prove that India is the 
biggest terrorist state in the region 
and has shared it with all concerned. 
Above all, Pakistan has a serving Navy 
Commander Kulbushan in its custody 
who confessed his acts of subversion 
in Baluchistan, Mekran Coast and Ka-
rachi and has been awarded death sen-
tence. He has sought mercy but sticks 
to his original stance that he is guilty. 

Praveen repeated the oft-parroted nar-
rative that IAF successfully destroyed 
the sanctuary of JeM at Balakot, which 
had been blamed for the Pulwama 
attacks. Factually the air intrusion 
on February 22, 2019, was a fiasco. 
Three precision-guided Spike missiles 
(supplied by Israeli) were hurriedly 
dropped on a hilltop by Mirage 2000s, 
which felled few pine trees. The diplo-
matic community was escorted by the 
then DG ISPR Maj Gen Ghafoor to the 
site and the true picture was widely 
commented by the world media. It was 
a huge embarrassment for IAF and In-
dia.   

Praveen brings out another revelation 
that at a May 27, 2014 meeting, outgo-
ing Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
gave Prime Minister Modi a set of un-
signed notes, containing records of se-
cret negotiations to seal a Kashmir deal 
with Pakistan’s former military ruler, 
Gen Pervez Musharraf. In essence, the 
deal involved autonomy for Kashmir 
— in return for the Line of Control be-
coming a permanent border. This could 
be nearer to the truth since Musharraf 
had offered an out-of-box solution to 
India. But for the lawyers’ movement 
which sprang in March 2007 and led to 
the ouster of Musharraf, the shady deal 
on Kashmir with LoC as an interna-
tional border would have materialized. 
Praveen says that New Delhi might not 
be willing to countenance autonomy 
for Kashmir today — but it is possible 
that Pakistan’s army chief, GeneralQa-
marBajwa, might be willing to dis-
cuss options. Among the ideas floated 
during these negotiations was hiving 
off Gilgit — a region Islamabad has 

long claimed sovereignty over, argu-
ing it seceded from undivided Kashmir 
prior to independence — from Paki-
stan-occupied Kashmir. India, in turn, 
was to closely integrateLadakh.
He addedthat, events in both countries 
have resulted in exactly that outcome: 
Ladakh became a Union Territory last 
year, and Gilgit is in the midst of a polit-
ical process that could lead it to become 
the fifth province of Pakistan. What he 
infers is that Gilgit- Baltistan (GB) can 
be traded for Ladakh the control of 
which is now in the hands of China. It 
is customary for India that whenever 
it finds itself cornered it becomes soft 
and offers resumption of talks, which 
Pakistan gladly accepts, and boastfully 
claim it a diplomatic breakthrough/
victory. The moment the heat is off; 
India removes the mask of friendship 
and shows its true colours. India has 
never missed any opportunity com-
ing its way to harm Pakistan and of 
late has been threatening to break Pa-
kistan into four parts and to make it 
water-scarce by stopping the water in 
three rivers. Contrary to India’s hawk-
ishness, Pakistan’s successive regimes 
have behaved mawkishly. They nev-
er availed opportunities to settle the 
Kashmir dispute or to avenge the 1971 
humiliation. Pakistan has suffered on 
account of a traditional defensive and 
apologetic stance of leaders and their 
never-ending quest to befriend India. 
For the Pakistanis, Kashmir cause is 
very near to their hearts and they think 
differently. 
Praveen subtly casts aspersions on 
Gen QamarBajwa by insinuating that 
in meetings with British diplomats, the 
General is believed to have asserted his 
commitment to peace, noting that Is-
lamabad had not escalated support to 
jihadists after India rolled-back Kash-
mir’s special status last year. What he 
implies is that the Pak military has all 
along been supporting Jihadists in IOK. 
Secondly, what he assumes is that the 

Pak military has abandoned the ma-
rooned Kashmiris in order to keep the 
hope of peace with India alive.  
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In order to hide RAW-NDS 
massive cross-border terrorism 

against Pakistan from Afghan soil 
from 2002 till to-date, Praveen 

cleverly quoted Afghanistan intel-
ligence (NDS) claiming that the 

ISI was running a cell in Nangar-
har, led by Kashmiri Jihad com-
mander Abdul Gani Dar, to train 
Indian jihadists. It is a well-estab-
lished fact that the two agencies 

have provided safe havens to 
several banned runaway militant 

groups and had established 70 
training camps/centres to train 

and equip proxies. At Nangarhar, 
AjitDoval brought ISIS elements 

from Iraq and Syria in 2014 
and was married with Jamaat al 
Ahrar, an offshoot of TTP.Nan-
garhar became a bastion of ISIS 

(Khurasan) which was eventually 
cleared by the Taliban in 2019. 



Instead of Pakistan feeling sceptical in 
the backdrop of India’s evasive and an-
ti-peace tactics, Praveen says that New 
Delhi is entitled to be sceptical of the 
promises made by current civil-mili-
tary leadership since similar promises 
were made just before the Kargil war 
and 26/11. In order to undermine the 
heroics of the Kashmiris in the face of 
extreme odds, he goes on to say that 
Kashmiri jihadists are under-trained 
and grossly under-equipped. 
He ignores the hard fact that after the 
installation of an electrified fence all 
along the LoC in 2005 duly fortified 
by Israeli supplied radars and forti-
fied posts together with three-layered 
defence-in-depth, even a sparrow can-
not go across undetected. The freedom 
movement in IOK is completely indig-
enous and the freedom fighters learnt 
the tactics to fight and survive the hard 
way. The armed uprising started in 
1989 and currently, the 3rd generation 
born amidst the rattle tattle of guns 
is resisting the occupying forces with 
stones in their tiny hands. They nei-
ther need training nor motivation since 
their sole slogan is Azadi and making 
J&K part of Pakistan. His second part 
of being ill-equipped is factual. What 
he should have mentioned is that the 
Indian Army and paramilitary forces 
despite being well-equipped, need a lot 
of extensive training and motivational 
courses. Praveen slyly tries to link ISI 
with terrorism by suggesting that it has 
gone at least some way in turning-off 
the terror pipeline. He forgets that the 
seeds of cross border terrorism were 
sown by India for the first time in this 

region in 1971, and RAW has been us-
ing terrorism as a choicest tool against 
all the seven South Asian States.   
He reveals that 200 hours of discus-
sions in the 30 meetings on the draft 
agreement on Kashmir took place at 
Dubai and Kathmandu between the 
interlocutors of Gen Musharraf (Am-
bassador Riaz, Tariq Aziz) and Manmo-
han (Ambassador Satinder Lambah). 
These meetings took place secretly. 
If true, it was abhorrent since neither 
the Pakistani public nor civil society 
or the intellectual class or the main 
stakeholders Kashmiris was taken into 
confidence. Kashmir was being divid-
ed over their heads. A similar exercise 
had taken place between the interloc-
utors of Nawaz Sharif (NS) and Vajpay-
ee to agree upon Chenab formula. Both 
proudly claim that Kashmir resolution 
was within grasping reach. Nawaz 
Sharif in his 3rd tenure pursued the 
same old path and was termed as “Modi 
KaYar”. The incumbent regime under 
Imran Khan has also been wishing to 
establish friendly relations with the 
fascist Modi regime, which is anti-Mus-
lim and anti-Pakistan.    
While Praveen mentions about vio-
lence which in his view persists since 
2014, he makes no mention of re-
cord-breaking atrocities committed by 
over 700,000 Indian occupying forces, 
given license to kill, kidnap, torture, 
maim, destroy and rape without fear 
of accountability. The surge took place 
after the martyrdom of Burhan Wani 
in July 2016 and kept intensifying with 
every passing day. Use of pellet guns to 
blind the teenagers and gory practice 
of killing the youth in fake encounters 
and gang-raping of girls/women were 
not deemed fit to make a mention of. 
Praveen draws satisfaction over his 
supposition that the level of violence 
is not intense enough to threaten India 
seriously, but adequate to bog down 
the administration and political sys-
tem. He hides his discomfiture and 
doesn’t pick up the courage to ask as to 
how come such a huge force deployed 
in a narrow valley has been unable 
to subdue few hundred Mujahideen 
(terrorists in Indian language) after 
employing excessive force for the last 
three decades. Over 100,000 Kashmiris 

have been martyred. There are thou-
sands of widows and half widows who 
do not know whether their husbands 
are alive or dead.Praveen once again 
twists facts by making a false claim 
that troops along the Line of Control 
continue to trade fire on a near-dai-
ly basis. In his view, it is an expensive 
exercise which history demonstrates 
has done little to deter cross-border 
terrorism. He adds, neither New Delhi 
nor Islamabad is any closer, today, to a 
decisive victory in Kashmir, then they 
were in 2014. What he fails to mention 
is that after the peace treaty signed in 
August 2003, which was honouredtill 
Mumbai attacks in Nov 2008, thereon 
Indian military has been continuously 
breaching the agreement by resorting 
to unprovoked firing across the LoC. 
This unholy practice accelerated after 
Modi took over power in June 2014. In-
nocent civilians living near the LoC are 
the main victims of senseless firings. 
Heavy artillery/mortars and even clus-
ter bombs have been fired on civilian 
localities. International media, Human 
Rights Watch and the diplomatic com-
munity based in Islamabad have phys-
ically seen the extent of human losses, 
and damage done to the villages. India 
has nothing to show because the coun-
teraction by the Pak Army is confined to 
Indian military posts only; the civilians 
living across the LoC are also Muslims.
To conclude, one can say that this is a 
one-sided view and kite flying at best, 
particularly at a time when China and 
India are confronting each other. There 
is no way Pakistan can afford to be seen 
negotiating with India behind China’s 
back. People of Pakistan are otherwise 
suspecting that Kashmir has been bar-
tered away. They are feeling upset over 
non-action of the rulers to provide re-
lief to the Kashmiris in distress. In any 
case, what has India to offer? Nothing.
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Currently, India finds itself stuck in a most precarious situation since it has failed 
to muffle the voices of 8 million Kashmiris, China has struck India at a highly 
sensitive spot in the Himalaya region, which has deprived India of control over 
Ladakh and its offensive option against GB, and rendered its 3 Corps at Leh 
and Siachin vulnerable. Above all, Iran has ditched India and befriended Chi-
na. Afghanistan has slipped out of India’s hands. Lowering GDP, rising corona 
pandemic and mounting anger of Indian minorities against the Modi regime, 
together with dozens of separatist movements including Khalistan movement 
have made India vulnerable and combustible. It is in the backdrop of these un-
pleasant events, which has forced stubborn Modi regime to knock at Pakistan’s 
door and find a way out of the impasse. Most critical is Ladakh, the loss of which 
will have grave ramifications for India. 





Pakistan’s friendly rela-
tions with China are an 
evident reality. These re-
lations have started back 
decades ago and since 
then they are growing 

with the passage of time. There is 
much to analyze in order to get an 
acquaintance with the impact and 
strength of these ties but the coop-
eration from both sides amid re-
cent Pandemic is an example of 
how these relations are moving 
ahead successfully. China Pakistan 
Economic corridor is another 
milestone achieved by both coun-
tries. Since past few years the re-
gional dynamics of south Asia are 
changing. China has proved itself 
to be a strong Economic entity of 
the region as well as of the world. 
The success of CPEC is scaring 
many especially India. Undaunted-
ly, CPEC hold the keys to the future 
of south Asia. Consequently China 
and Pakistan being the stakehold-
ers of this project are equally im-
perative and this is something In-
dia can’t digest at any cost. There 

are many other reasons and impli-
cations involved. We have seen 
people talking about the new 
world order and even discussing it 
since long.   Apart from new world 
order there is a theory about the 
new regional order within South 
Asia and it is not merely a theory. 
The west is on the verge of with-
drawing from Afghanistan which 
further will lessen the influence of 
United States in the region. This 
will certainly be having a direct 
impact on the neighbouring coun-
tries. How India is using the soil of 
Afghanistan to perpetrate terror-
ism in Pakistan is not a hidden se-
crete. India wants to hold the af-
fairs within Afghanistan which is a 
childish thinking and history tells 
it all. The illegal occupation by In-
dia in Occupied Kashmir is prov-
ing to be a night mare for India. 
Since the abrogation of Article 370 
last year in IOK, India’s so called 
secular status is under so many 
doubts. A country calling itself the 
biggest democracy has failed to 
provide rights to the minorities 

India should realize that 
instead of becoming a proxy 
of someone it is important 
to be on good terms with 

the neighbours
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living in India. The hindutva ideol-
ogy is destroying the regional 
peace and the recent example is 
what all happened on LAC be-
tween India and China. The rift 
between the relations of both 
china and India is still there. 
India knows well that world 
is aware of its brutalities 
in IOK thought much has 
been done to hide 
whether it be the 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
blackout or the 
curfews. China 
has always 
supported 
P a k i -
s t a n ’ s 

s t a n c e 
on Kashmir 
dispute. This 
issue needs to be 
resolved according 
to the resolutions 
passed by United Nation. 
Since India is the member of 
the same forum so it’s become 
an obligation to act upon accord-
ingly. India is in the state of denial 
and for the same reason it escalat-
ed tensions with China on Line of 
Actual control. This further trig-
gered tensions within the whole 
region. One way or other, the utter 
desire of India is to become the su-
preme regional power with less 
moral grounds. For achieving this 
purpose India is acting as a proxy 
of US in the region since long. The 
exit of foreign forces in Afghani-
stan followed by dialogues with 
Talibans and most importantly the 
success of these dialogues is not at 
all acceptable for India because in 
any such case they would not 
be able to propagate their 
agenda of hatred.  India is 
scared of the influence that 
Pakistan has in this particular 
area. Pakistan has always 
come up with the opinion 
that peaceful Afghanistan is 
in favour of the whole region 
and has direct consequences 
on Pakistan. It is understood 
that why India want a state of 
insurgency in Afghanistan 
since the country never want 
to have the positive repercus-
sions of this. The incumbent 
government in India under 

the leadership of   Narendra Modi 
has a clear stance of adopting an 
aggressive approach against Paki-

stan or rather should say against 
Muslims. China wants a pros-

perous Pakistan and the 
strategic engagement 

between the both 
countries is also a 

point of con-
cern for In-

dia since 
t h e 

coun-
try has 
border dis-
putes with 
both. Sino Paki-
stan partnership in 
various fields shows 
the depth of relationship 
between both. The assis-
tance and conflict management 
initiatives by China in the region 
are bothering India. India has no 
clear agenda or policy to address 
several regional issues. India in-

tends to engage China when it 
comes to trade but on the same 
time India is reluctant to engage 
China on bigger regional security 
issues. While dealing with Paki-
stan, India never came up with in-
tentions to solve the Kashmir dis-
pute rather tried to hide behind 
the wall. They don’t have the ca-
pacity to deal with the complex is-
sues. They are intentionally avoid-
ing to address the emerging 
threats and even are unable to 
take up these issues politically due 
to lack of vision and leadership. 
There are many to sow the seeds 

of hatred but not a single one out 
there to give peace a chance. 

The Ladakh confrontation 
can be understood 

through the issue of 
Kashmir and 

without solv-
ing this par-

ticular is-
sue no 

oth-
er is-

sue can 
be either 

d i s c u s s e d 
or solved. In-

dia has always 
opposed the Chi-

na-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor 

(CPEC). CPEC passes 
through AJK and Gilg-

it-Baltistan and India even 
tried to escalate insurgency 

in GB in order to disrupt the 
project. On the other hand India 

is busy in developing infrastruc-
ture in the area which is already 
disputed. This led to border clash-
es with China as well as Pakistan. 

Once you are 
part of a region 
it becomes 
your necessity 
to have a 
friendly rela-
tions with all 
the neighbour-
ing countries 
as you can’t 
change your 
n e i g h b o u r s 
but can change 
your policies. 
Use of diplo-
matic sources 
to enhance en-
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gagement on various issues is the 
right policy to emulate but unfor-
tunately India is unable to under-
stand the current scenario rather 
they are pursuing a path which can 
bring dangerous consequences. 
When the whole world was fight-
ing the coronavirus as it was on its 
peak India was busy suppressing 
the people of IOK and escalating 
tensions on border with china and 
India. There is no doubt that South 
Asia is on the move when it comes 
to a geopolitical alteration shaped 
by several synchronized develop-
ments.  They include China’s emer-
gence both economically and mili-
tarily as well as china’s 
engagements to augment its com-
mercial and diplomatic influence 
throughout Eurasia, India’s efforts 
to emerge as a greater power being 
proxy of United States and by fol-
lowing the policy of aggression. It 
also includes the efforts and at-
tempts by United States to promul-
gate its strategy in the region for 
vested interests. Pakistan on the 
other hand is dealing with many is-
sues whether they are internal or 
external. Pakistan is also fighting 
for the rights of the people of occu-
pied Kashmir. CPEC tends to create 
new opportunities in the region 
and beyond but India considers 
this project as a sparking point for 
competition.  This project can’t be 
abandon just because India is 
scared of the regional and infra-
structural developments. India’s 
national security policy is based on 
how to deal with the emerging co-
operation between china and Paki-

stan whereas the other strategic 
and military issues with both Na-
tions are still unresolved. In any 
such situation no solution will 
work out unless the issues at both 
ends will be resolved. Kashmir is-
sue is a reality and can’t be negat-
ed. Therefore it is imperative to 
solve this dispute. This will further 
pave a way to resolve other con-
nected issues with China and Paki-
stan. India should realize that in-
stead of becoming a proxy of 
someone it is important to be on 
good terms with the neighbours 
and it is only possible when you 
are clear in your intentions. India’s 
dream to become a regional power 
is merely a dream but unfortunate-
ly they want other countries to live 
with the same dream. Initially Chi-
na always tried to keep a balance 
when it comes to cooperation with 
Pakistan and India but the aggres-
sion by India destroyed it all. The 
world has entered into a new era 
of Globalization and interdepen-
dence and consequently countries 
around the world go for recipro-
cally advantageous foreign policy 
behaviors. These are based on eco-
nomic integration, defence cooper-
ation, strategic partnership and a 
wish to move forward towards 
peaceful alliances. The relation be-
tween Pakistan and China is also 
based on the same rules. Both 
countries want peace within the 
region as well as in the world. The 
prosperity of south Asia is the ut-
ter wish of the both Nations. On 
the other hand India is constantly 
trying to impose its vested interest 
in the whole region and even want 
others to be on the same lines. This 
is not at all acceptable for any 
country in the region. There is 
need to avert such arrogant atti-

tude which seems to have no place 
in south Asia. Recently in a virtual 
meeting of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO), India 
walked out after member states 
overruled New Delhi’s objection on 
the projection of Pakistan’s new 
map on the occasion. This is one 
example of how world is thinking 
on the matter. They have realized 
what all is happening in the occu-
pied valley. People are suffering 
from the decades long brutalities. 
It is the time that India should stop 
the blame game policy and should 
be ready to face the consequences 
at diplomatic fronts. Just imagine 
when there will be a deal between 
Afghan Talibans and United States. 
India will be left with no option 
then giving peace a chance. The 
people of IOK are fighting for their 
right of self determination since 
long. They are impatient and In-
dia’s suppressive policies are mak-
ing them more intolerant. The rela-
tions between Pakistan and China 
will further grow in the days to 
come. Therefore it is necessary 
that India understands the region-
al dynamics and act accordingly.  

EDITOR’S CHOICE

20 October 2020

CPEC is great opportunity 
for Pakistan. CPEC connect 
us to China which is one of 

the biggest markets. Because 
of CPEC we are developing 

Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) which invite invest-

ment across the globe. China 
is a huge market and CPEC 

route will connect China and 
Pakistan located at strategic 

position of world.
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China urges India 
to correct mistakes, 

take concrete
 actions to ease up
 situation on LAC

China on Wednesday holding re-
sponsible for escalating a situation 
at Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
warned India to take corrective 
measures to normalize the tense 
situation while disengaging on the 
ground from any misadventure.
“What is imperative for the Indian 
side is to address the mistakes and 
to carry out disengagement on the 
ground and take concrete actions. 
From the Chinese side, we have been 
honoring the agreements signed be-
tween China and India. We are com-
mitted to peace and stability in the 
border areas.” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry Spokesperson, Wang Wenbin 
said.While reiterating Chinese stan-
ceon the current conflict with In-
dia at LAC in Laddakh, he said that 
China’s position on the issue is very 
clear and consistent.The spokesper-
son however made it clear that the 
Chinese side was committed to its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and said China was not to be blame 
for the current standoff.Wang 

blamed India for breaching agree-
ments saying that the Indian troops 
first trespassed the Chinese territo-
ry and opened fire to threaten the 
safety of the Chinese borders and 
troops.The spokesperson said that 
during the Moscow meeting, the 
Foreign Minister of China and India 
agreed to five points agreement to 
normalize the border situation.
“We hope India will work with 
China and honor the recent peace 
agreement as well as previously 

reached agreements and China is 
ready to continue the consultation 
with Indian side through diplomat-
ic and military channels and jointly 
we ensure peace and tranquility in 
the border areas” he added.Wang 
made the remarks after Indian De-
fense Minister Rajnath Singh in his 
a speech on Tuesday asserted that 
the border dispute with China re-
mains “unresolved” for now, and 
blamed China for violating the bor-
der agreement with India.

China, India hold sixth round of commander 
level talks to ease border tension

The militaries of China and India held sixth round of commander level talks and ex-
changed in-depth views on easing the current situation on the border areas, Chinese 

Foreign Ministry’s Spokesperson, Wang Wenbin said on Tuesday.“Yesterday, China 
and India held the sixth round of Commander level talks. The two sides exchanged 

in-depth views on easing the current situation in the border areas,” he said during a 
regular briefing held here.He said, the two sides agreed to continue maintaining dia-

logue and consultation on this front.
Previously, China and India had reached a five-point consensus regarding the current 

situation that both sides should take guidance from the series of consensus of the 
leaders on developing India-China relations, including not allowing differences to be-
come disputes.It may be mentioned that the Chinese and Indian soldiers recently en-
gaged in the most serious border clashes since they fought a war in 1962, leaving as 

many as 20 Indian soldiers dead during the fight in June.China held India responsible 
for the incidents, calling the actions by Indian border troops “infringing and provoc-
ative.”The disputed border covers nearly 3,500 kilometers (2,175 miles) of frontier 
that the two countries call the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and that stretches from 

Ladakh in the north to the Indian state of Sikkim in the northeast.The two countries 
have been trying to settle their border dispute since the early 1990s without success.
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The relationship between 
China and Iran dates back 
to centuries since the Par-
thians and Sassanids ex-
tended their relations with 
the Chinese civilization, 

which coupled with the Silk Road. The 
present-day connection is an upshot of 
ancient ties between both civilizations. 
Recent history tells us that 1971 was 
the year of formal recognition and com-
mencement of bilateral ties between 
both nation-states, whereas soon after 
the collapse of détente in 1979 both 
states experienced a fundamental 
change in their relationship. Although 
Iran and China both had different ideol-
ogies and dissimilar structure of the 
governments but they opted for cooper-
ation owing to their southern geogra-
phy and ever-changing nature of the re-
gion. The venture of both states was a 
result of their mutual interests in the 
military, economy and energy sector, 
along with their rich and diverse culture 
and deep-rooted civilizational history, 
congealing their relation into a camara-
derie. To understand the recent align-
ment of China and Iran, one has to un-
derstand their domestic state of affairs 
and their international positioning in 
the global system.  Over the past few 
years both, China and Iran gained trac-
tion in the international news and mul-
tilateral forums due to a change in the 
geopolitical strategy of the US. Both of 
them are castigated by the US for human 
rights violations in their country and at 
the same time, either one of them is not 
satisfied with the position they current-
ly have in the global arena. In a way, 
both are challenging the status quo and 
looking to play a greater role in global 
politics. However, there is an explicit dif-
ference in the socio-economic outlook, 
their demographics, religious standing, 

and their perception about themselves 
as a significant player of this chaotic sys-
tem. Chinese leadership recognizes the 
status quo as an opportunity whereas 
Iran perceives them as a threat. China 
perceives the dominant powers as com-
petitors while Iran considers them as 
vindictive. At the same time, the inter-
ests and perception of both players con-
verge and results in cooperation in the 
fields of trade and diplomacy as we see 
in the Asian Cooperation Dialogue and 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization. At 
the same time, China cogitates Iran as a 
regional partner, which can fulfil their 
desire to diversify their energy supplies 
providing an energy portion to them 
while the latter has become the greatest 
market for Chinese goods in the Middle 
East. This is happening under the strict 
sanctions regime imposed on Iran by 
the US and its partners. On the other 
hand, the public opinion of Iran is in fa-
vour of China, yielding the Iran-China 
ties to reach a strategic level but there is 
a division in the Iranian leadership 
about China where one group considers 
China to be the global power and wants 
to strengthen the partnership while the 
other group demands a close relation-
ship with the European bloc. But both 
groups agree that China has to play a 
greater role at the system level and it 
can be a major player in easing the ten-
sion for Iran, especially with regards to 
the coercive sanctions imposed by the 
west. For that reason, the prospects of 
collaboration between both are natural 
and with the recent $400 billion bilater-
al deal, 2016 meeting between both 
heads of states for the 25 years partner-
ship seems to materialize now. The New 
Silk Road yields the sense of regional-
ism due to its enormous economic valu-
ations, which the US failed to material-
ize in its wave of globalism and 
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liberalism. In 2013, the New Silk Road 
was announced by President Xi Jinping, 
claiming that China is going to invest in 
huge infrastructure projects including 
the railways, power grids are to be made 
in Central, West, and South Asia and 
MENA and European region. The bond 
between the East and the Central Asian 
Region has made India and China inter-
ested in the collaboration with Iran for 
so many reasons. In 2017, the Iranian 
Minister of Economic Affairs and Fi-
nance, Ali Tayebnia attended the ‘New 
Silk Road’ summit in Beijing and delin-
eated that this economic integration ini-
tiative is under the ambit of improving 
and strengthening the ties between both 
Asian players because both are geo-
graphic alignment. The Minister also 
called Iran-China to be the strategic 
partners who are expanding their bilat-
eral ties, which will blow a new soul to 
some decade’s old body of cooperation. 
Two areas are crucial for economic and 
trade exchanges between the two coun-
tries which are general trade along with 
the exploitation of Iran’s untapped oil 
and gas reserves. The economic ties be-
tween Tehran and Beijing have escalat-
ed to an average rate of 40% in the past. 
From 1994 to 2008, the trade between 
the two states increased from $400 mil-
lion to $29 billion and now China is con-
sidered as Iran’s great economic partner 
in energy, infrastructure development, 
and goods exchange. Iran’s rich oil and 
gas reserves and China’s increasing reli-
ance on energy forms the bedrock of 
this cooperation. An Iranian official 
mentioned that in an oil show hosted by 
Iran in 2011, the representatives of 166 
Chinese companies visited Iran and 
showed their interest in investing in the 
country’s energy sector rending China 
as the biggest investor in Iran’s energy 
production. Iran also took some steps 
forward in China’s directing by forming 
a joint committee on oil and gas which 
will not only expand but accelerate the 
energy cooperation among the two. In 
addition to that, an agreement of $20 
billion was signed by China to escalate 
the cooperation in the industrial and 
mining sectors of Iran. In 2011, the lead-
ership of both countries announced sev-
eral plans to double the bilateral trade 
annually. These plans worked out and 
the trade raised from $30 to $40 billion 
and reached $100 billion from 2011 to 

2016, respectively. Iran has the world’s 
second-largest natural gas reservoirs 
but has very little technology to extract 
and utilize these resources. China is not 
only offering a purchase deal of oil and 
gas but also wants to partner in the ex-
ploration of resources, as it hammered 
the development of Azadegan and Yada-
varan fields of oil and gas. Previously, 
Tehran preferred to designate Japan as a 
foreign investor in Azadegan but later 
on withdrew because of immense pres-
sure from the US, which also hindered 
the investments of European and Asian 
countries. Currently, China is filling the 
vacuum by offering technological and 
economic assistance to Iran and, agreed 
to develop the South Pars fields. The 
trade is not only limited to the energy 
sector but China is also lending its hand 
for infrastructure development as the 
country is about to build dams, railways, 
and tunnels as part of the regional inte-
gration project. The rail network will 
link the Xinjiang province of China with 
Iran through Central Asian Republics 
and Afghanistan. Iran-China 25 Year 
Comprehensive Partnership was an-
nounced on June 23, 2020, rendering 
Iran as the regional and strategic hub in 
the Belt and Road Initiative. The agree-
ment is about the unprecedented coop-
eration in the economic, military, and 
technological sectors between China 
and Iran. The activities include the pro-
duction of petrochemical substances, 
energy sector reforms, civilian nuclear 
energy, railway tracks, subways, air-
ports, and much more. This railroad sys-
tem is very important as it will be link-
ing the eastern and western network of 
railways. This will also carry out the de-

velopment on the Makran coastline 
which lies in the Oman Sea. This coast-
line provides an exit to Iran in the Indian 
Ocean. As per the sources, by signing 
this agreement, China is going to invest 
approximately $400 billion in Iran and 
on the other hand, Iran is going to sup-
ply oil to China on a discounted rate. 
With this agreement, China has made 
Iran obliged to use fifth-generation tech-
nology and internet facilities and the 
case of Huawei investments in the coun-
try is a shining example.  In this win-win 
situation, Chinese oil supply will be di-
versified and the country will achieve a 
strategic shift in the Indo-Pacific region. 
China is all set with the plan as it has al-
ready made its station ports in the form 
of a string from the Indian Ocean to Dji-
bouti and then to Suez Canal. However, 
for the Iranians, this deal has given them 
a new life. Iran has been under severe 
pressure and sanction by the US over 
the period and this agreement guaran-
tees the implementation without any 
pressure of a third party.  As mentioned 
before, there is a split in the Iranian 
leadership concerning Chinese collabo-
rations and few Iranian critics have 
mentioned that after this pact will un-
dermine the Iranian sovereignty but the 
truth will come out by the passage of 
time. The relationship between the two 
states has touched new heights in the 
past few years, and both Asian econo-
mies are indulging themselves in this 
long term partnership owing to their na-
tional interests. Currently, Iran needs a 
strong partner to counter the US pres-
sure and evade the sanctions whereas 
Chinese ambitions are obvious. This 
partnership is serving the interests of 
both parties but an obstacle in this could 
be the ties China has with Saudi Arabia, 
which is deemed as Iranian rival. China 
has emerged as a global power and its 
investments in Iran are a realization of 
its grater ambitions which will shift the 
balance of the Indo Pacific region. At the 
same time, Iran is under immense pres-
sure from dominant powers and no 
country wants to challenge the Trump 
administration by helping Iran. In this 
case, the only way out for Iran is to de-
velop its infrastructural base and ame-
liorate its oil trade, along with develop-
ment in the other sectors to attract 
foreign investments in the country. In 
this regard, China could work as a life-
line for Iran in global politics.
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T he Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) was estab-
lished in 1989 and it is an 
intergovernmental body, 
which is administered by 
the Ministers of the Mem-

bers. It was established in a meeting 
in G7 summit, which was held in Par-
is. FATF has very clear objectives of 
promoting legal and regulated course 
of action against terrorist financing, 
money laundering, illegal purchase of 
weapons and also counters the threat 
posed to the prestige of the interna-
tional financial system. The watchdog 
also provides recommendations and 
if they are followed properly, they can 
help in restraining the terror financ-
ing through money laundering. FATF 
focuses on the prevention of illegal ac-
tivities that can ruin the societal values. 
The FATF keeps an eye on the financial 
transactions of every country. FATF also 
reviews that if they have worked on 
the recommendations given to curtail 
funding to the banned organizations i.e. 
terrorist groups, mafias, and banned 
organizations that are under econom-
ic sanctions by the countries that are 
members of UN. These facts help FATF 
to review and release a list of the coun-
tries and classify them based on their 
performance. The performance de-
scribes the actions the countries have 
taken against illegal activities. The de-
cision making body-(FATF Plenary)-of 
FATF meets three times in a single year.
In 1989, the Heads of Government of 
G7, the European Commission’s Presi-

dent recognized the threat to the bank-
ing systems and financial institutions 
of Paris which is why they congregated 
the Task Force from the members of the 
G7 and eight other states along with the 
European Commission. There are 35 
member jurisdictions along with 2 re-
gional organizations including, China, 
US, UK, and Japan in FATF. The grey list 
of the FATF describes the countries that 
are Non-Cooperative Countries and 
Territories (NCCTs). The FAT releas-
es this list since 2000 mentioning the 
countries that they find non-coopera-
tive in this international fight against 
terror financing and money laundering 
mentioning them as NCCTs. To evalu-
ate and assess a country’s sensitivity 
towards money laundering and illegal 
activities, the FATF along with some 
other organizations opt for an indirect 
route by analyzing the laws and their 
implementation in a particular coun-
try. The countries that are included in 
this list are; Iraq, Yemen, Serbia, Syria, 
Ethiopia, Srilanka, Trinidad and Toba-
go, Tunisia and Vanuatu. On June 27, 
2018, Pakistan was placed again in this 
list. Pakistan is also a member of Asia/
Pacific Group on Money Laundering 
(APG). This group aims to make sure 
that the anti-money laundering and 
counter-terrorist financing standards 
as mentioned in the FATF forty rec-
ommendations and FATF eight special 
recommendations have been adopted, 
implemented and enforced. They also 
aim to assist countries in enacting the 
laws, proceedings of the crime, extra-

India is trying to economically 
isolate Pakistan by pushing 

us on the FATF blacklist, said 
Imran Khan at 75th UNGA 

session
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dition laws, and the required legal as-
sistance. Not only this, but they also 
provide guidance in fixating the struc-
tures for observing and investigating 
the suspicious funds’ transfer and also 
helps in establishing the financial intel-
ligence units. The regional factors are 
also taken into account in implement-
ing the anti-money laundering mea-
sures by the APG. The APG originated 
when there were activities conducted 
for the awareness by the FATF. It was 
a strategy by the FATF for encouraging 
the world to adopt measures to counter 
money-laundering. For achieving more 
solid results, Australia established a 
Secretariat aiming to acquire regional 
commitments which is why it estab-
lished a regional FATF styled body hav-
ing practical goals. Eventually, in 1997, 
an agreement was signed in Bangkok 
after which APG was created. In 2006, 
APG became an Associate Member of 
FATF. Pakistan is among the 41 mem-
ber countries and 8 observer nations 
of the APG. In 2008, Pakistan was on 
the grey list and for three more years 
between 2012 and 2015. In 2015, the 
Task Force removed Pakistan 
from the list for its serious ef-
forts to take actions against the 
banned organizations like Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa,Lashkar-e-Tayy-
ba, Laskar-e-Jhangvi,HizbulMu-
jahideen, and Falah-e-Insaniyat 
Foundation. In 2018, the mem-
ber countries including USA, 
UK, France and Germany came 
forward to nominate Pakistan 
to be put in the grey list during 
a session of International Coun-
try Risk Guide (ICRG). The FATF 
plenary (the decision-making 
body) meeting was held a day 
after this session. The advisor 
to the then Prime Minister Sha-
hidKhaqanAbbasi, DrMiftah Ismail of-
fered that FATF should take action on 
the grounds of which Pakistan was go-
ing to submit on their concerns. Japan 
supported Pakistan in that crucial time. 
ICRJ also agreed that FATF should de-
cide on the basis of that proposal. China 
advised Pakistan to sign and mention 
the measures it is going to take in the 
coming three months in an agreement 
with FATF. The pre-meeting of the FATF 
plenary ended on a positive note as the 
then Defense Minister of Pakistan, Kha-
waja Asif mentioned in his tweet that 
the decision has been postponed by the 
FATF. The bubble of happiness bust-
ed soon as, On June 27, Pakistan was 
placed in the grey list by the FATF due 
to immense pressure from the US. The 
reason given for its placement in the 
grey list was the ‘deficiency in strategy’ 
to counter money laundering and ter-
ror financing.This decision was made 
under pressure by the US authorities 
as they put allegation on Pakistan that 
it is not taking desirable actions against 
Hafiz Saeed who is known to be the main 
culprit of the Mumbai attacks. Further-
more, the allegations said there is a lack 
of actions from Pakistan against terror-

ist organizations like Jamaat-ud-Dawa 
and many other groups that encourage 
sectarian violence. The decision made 
by the FATF also underlined the weak 
judicial system of Pakistan that how the 
conviction is done without any penalty 
if the person has charges of terrorism 
financing. The decision also mentioned 
that Pakistan couldn’t control the 
smuggling of cash across the border. Af-
ter this decision, Pakistan came up with 
26 point action plan to present it to 
FATF which was prepared by ICRJ. After 
all the negotiations, Pakistan formally 
got enlisted in the grey list in 2018. If 
Pakistan failed to implement the plan, 
it would then be added to the Blacklist. 
Being in grey list in effecting Pakistan’s 
position in the other indexes as well. As 
Pakistan was at 46th position in Basel 
Anti-Money Laundering Index. It will 
make Pakistan’s position even worst 
if it got blacklisted. There should be 
global acknowledgement for Pakistan 
as it is a victim of terrorism. Pakistan 
has lost many lives in the war against 
terrorism. In the Global Terrorism In-
dex which was published by the Insti-

tute for Economics and Peace, Pakistan 
comes at the fifth position of the most 
affected state by terrorism after Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Nigeria and Syria. 
Pakistan’s troubles don’t end here. This 
enlisting by the FATF had portrayed 
Pakistan’s negative image globally. Fol-
lowing are the ways in which this list-
ing is going to have implications for 
Pakistan. 
1.The financial sector of Pakistan is 
going to get hit directly as the interna-
tional banks might pull out because of 
ambiguity in the funds’ transactions.
2.The foreign transactions and curren-
cy decline can worsen the current ac-
count deficit of Pakistan.
3.It would be difficult for foreign inves-
tors to invest in any project in Pakistan. 
4.There would be trouble in accessing 
funds from the international markets 
for Pakistan.
5.The World Bank and IMF would re-
sist the transactions with any Pakistani 
Banks.
The plan made by ICRJ based on which 
Pakistan negotiated with FATF requires 
the country to take action against all 
the banned organizations including 
LeT, JeM, and JuD and also against the 

Islamic militants including Daesh, TTP, 
Haqqani Network and Al-Qaeda. The 
FATF requires Pakistan to reveal the 
actions it takes against them and also 
against the illegal transfer of money. Pa-
kistan also needs to enhance the com-
munication between the intelligence 
agencies and law enforcement agen-
cies. There were some reforms taken 
hurriedly by Pakistan after the first ple-
nary meeting. The terrorism legislation 
was changed by Pakistan to align it with 
the requirements of the United Nations. 
The border systems were also upgrad-
ed to ensure the engagement and coor-
dination among the agencies is good. 
The border system was also upgraded 
to halt the transfer of cash across the 
border.
Pakistan was grey-listed earlier in 2003 
and then during 2012-15. The decision 
of placing Pakistan again in the grey list 
was because of the pressure from In-
dia and the US. The decision was made 
by ignoring Pakistan’s legislative and 
policy measures to cut down the chain 
of terror financing. Pakistan can only 
satisfy the international watchdogs if 

it takes strong actions against 
the Hafiz Saeed, his organiza-
tions and its affiliates. In the 
first plenary meeting, Pakistan 
succeeded in allying with Tur-
key, China, and Saudi Arabia but 
all of them couldn’t handle the 
pressure from the US and they 
backed out. In this situation, 
Turkey stood strong with Paki-
stan which shows Turkey’s good 
intentions towards Pakistan. Pa-
kistan should stick by the action 
plan it presented to FATF. The 
FATA reforms are going to im-
prove the situation of the state 
and also the law enforcement as 
earlier it was earlier vulnerable 

for the infiltrators to cross the border. 
Fencing of borders will also help in 
halting the smuggling and trade of cur-
rency and aid to the terrorists. The best 
way to counter money laundering and 
terror financing is to have a modern-
ized banking system where everything 
is digitalized. In Pakistan, less than 
50% of the people have bank accounts. 
For the crystal clear transactions, every 
individual should have a bank account. 
It is important to work according to the 
action plan to improve Pakistan’s rank-
ing at FATF. The government and the 
law enforcement agencies should work 
in coordination to hinder any patron-
age or aid given to the banned organi-
zations.
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T here have been a lot of slo-
gans used to highlight the 
importance of friendship 
between China and Pa-
kistan. This friendship is 
signified by using phrases 

like ‘higher than the Himalayas, deep-
er than the deepest ocean and sweeter 
than honey’. Considering the histori-
cal Sino-Pakistani bonding, Pakistan 
surfaces as a best possible location 
for China’s most grand project, Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). Pakistan has 
faced many internal and external is-
sues including security issue, shortage 
of infrastructure development, gover-
nance-related issues which ultimately 
hindered the attraction of foreign in-
vestment but welcomed Chinese gen-
erosity with open arms. Pakistan’s geo-
graphical location is best for China to 
put a spotlight on its BRI project. The 
second important policy goal for Chi-
na is to take significant measures for 
the internationalization of the Chinese 
currency, the renminbi (RMB).
The China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor is going to be the game-changer 
for the region. This ambitious project 
will increase the trading activity along 
with elevating the geo-economics dy-
namic of the relationship between 
Pakistan and China. The project will 
tackle many issues of Pakistan includ-

ing economic growth, energy shortage, 
unemployment, lack of foreign invest-
ment and infrastructure, and many 
others. The project also involves other 
regional players and offers a multi-bil-
lion investment for the state. But, there 
are a lot of challenges to this project 
including internal controversies and 
pressure from the external players. If 
these challenges are addressed smart-
ly, it will result in economic interde-
pendence which will ultimately lead to 
the climax for economic development 
and peace of the region. CPEC aims to 
for the people of Pakistan to have a 
better lifestyle and for China to build 
economic collaboration and commu-
nication among the people to develop 
connectivity at the regional level. The 
project is also working on the develop-
ment of the transport and IT system, 
communication and connectivity, ag-
ricultural developments and poverty 
abatement. In addition to that, CPEC 
is going to promote tourism, Human 
resource development, and financial 
cooperation. 
Once the project gets completed, this 
corridor will become a major gateway 
for trade between China, Africa and 
the Middle Eastern region. The proj-
ect will cut down the route of 12000 
kilometres which has many benefits. 
The infrastructure development and 

Gwadar is the closest route 
from the Red Sea through 

Africa and Europe, the Strait 
of Hormuz, and from East Asia 
and Pacific to the Persian Gulf.
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environment of Pakistan are quite 
weak. Although, the promotion of Chi-
na’s One Belt One Road strategy on the 
global level will bring significant op-
portunities for Pakistan. CPEC, which 
is going to be built jointly by Pakistan 
and China, is going to connect the ‘silk 
road economic belt’ and the ‘21st-cen-
tury maritime silk road’ in the north 
and south respectively. The project is 
3000 kilometres long and has a total 
investment of $62 billion. It consists 
of some significant projects including 
highway projects, China Pakistan free 
trade zone, and China Pakistan rail-
ways. The amount to be invested in the 
energy projects is $35 billion and $15 
billion is estimated for the infrastruc-
tural development, special economic 
zones, the mass transit schemes, and 
also for the Gwadar Port. CPEC is said 
to be a privilege for Pakistan’s econo-
my which has been affected by the law 
and order situation, institutional fail-
ures, energy shortcomings, stagnation 
in exports and no foreign investments. 
Furthermore, the China-Pakistan rail 
and road construction is going to open 
up the access to the sea in the south-
west of China-From Kashgar to Gwa-
dar-and ultimately expanding from 
Xinjiang to the Indian Ocean. This will 
assist in making Xinjiang the hub of 
One Belt and One Road which will help 
in its economic development and also 
help in maintaining the security of the 
border areas. China fulfils its energy 
requirements by importing 60% of 
oil which makes it a big oil importer. 
The oil reservoirs in China are even far 
from the two months reservoirs of the 
western states which means that im-
ports will increase in the future. There 
has been a decade that China has been 
finding ways to cut down the risk of 
energy turmoil. At least 10 pipelines 
have been added to the new channel 
of transportation including the Mid-
dle Eastern oil and gas pipeline, China 
and Mayanmar oil and gas pipeline, 
the South China sea transportation 
line, Southeast Asia oil and gas trans-
portation lines, north Africa and the 
Middle East oil and gas and from Gwa-
dar to transport it to China through 
the Kashgar line. This highlights the 
historical importance of Pakistan for 
China. The western region of China 
connects Pakistan and China, naturally. 
If we consider it from the energy per-
spective then there are three oil pipe-
lines originating from western China 
that are directed towards Central Asia 
and Western Asia.  If we look from the 
security perspective, the gas pipeline 
from Turkmenistan and the proposed 
pipelines of Pakistan will strengthen 
the economic cooperation among Pa-
kistan and China. This will not only 
help in strengthening the economic 
development of the two states but also 
in seeking peace and development to 
maintain stability in the region. CPEC 
is the significant link of rail and road 
among the western China and north 
and south of Pakistan and it will start 

from Kashgar to Xinjiang towards Gwa-
dar in Pakistan. Pakistan has immense 
significance for China, both econom-
ically and strategically. Pakistan was 
the best option for China to have a new 
oil pipeline from ashore. Pakistan can 
transport oil from east to west which 
seems far but Xinjiang shares a border 
with Pakistan. It is the shortest among 
all the possible routes through the sea. 
Furthermore, only Pakistan and China 
are involved in this shoreline which is 
China’s closest friend and also neigh-
bour so the problems among them will 
be easy to solve. Despite decades of 
friendship, both countries have never 
shown any interest in the development 
of the economic sector but CPEC is 
going to fill this gap. CPEC is different 
from other routes of BRI as Beijing in 
the other regions struggles due to do-
mestic politics, conspiracies and con-
troversies. With Pakistan, China has a 
strong bond. 
The Pakistani government is working 
on the completion of Gwadar port so 
that it could be operational as soon as 
possible. For the security of construc-
tion and the Chinese personnel, Paki-
stan has set up 25000 people from the 
security forces. Another port is made 
by China on the Arabian Sea to tackle 
the instability in the Persian Gulf. It 
has been the sphere of US influence 
and the high security wouldn’t be re-
laxed by the US. China has abandoned 
it because of the clash of interest with 
the US which China doesn’t desire. 
China has been bypassing the Persian 
Gulf and it imports 11% of its oil from 
Amman. Gwadar provides an opportu-
nity for China to abandon the Persian 
Gulf. Gwadar also gives access to Chi-
na to African oil. An agreement has 
been signed by China with the emerg-
ing African oil countries and also with 
Sudan. Port Sudan lies at the Red Fort 
Sea, so in the future Persian Gulf will 
transport a continuous supply of oil 
to China. As soon as the Gwadar port 
becomes operation, it will not only de-

velop Baluchistan but the economic 
development of Pakistan will be a hub 
for the Central Asian republics which 
are already landlocked. 
Gwadar is strategically very important 
as it lies at the throat of the Persian 
Gulf. It provides the closest route from 
the Red Sea through Africa and Europe, 
the Strait of Hormuz, and from East 
Asia and Pacific to the Persian Gulf. 
The Strait of Hormuz is 400km away 
from Gwadar and is the main channel 
that supplies oil across the globe. The 
western pacific and the South China 
Sea are under extreme influence by 
the US which could be blocked anytime 
and the major shipping route is known 
as Strait of Malacca has some issues 
of piracy. The best and the safest way 
of the pipeline is through Gwadar to 
Xinjiang and the Gwadar military port 
will help in having better control of the 
Indian Ocean. The Pakistani port will 
also help China to have access to the 
CARs markets to escalate economic de-
velopment in northwestern China. Chi-
nese have vast experience in IT, port 
development and construction while 
Pakistanis have cheap labour, big mar-
ket and many resources. The project 
will be based on mutual benefits and 
will be a win-win situation for both.  
India had been opposing CPEC for two 
reasons. The first reason is that they 
claimed that CPEC is passing through 
the Gilgit-Baltistan region which was 
previously under the rule of Indian 
Occupies Kashmir, so it makes it a part 
of India. The Kashmir issue is still un-
resolved and the CPEC is not an attack 
on the Sovereignty of India. The sec-
ond claim is that China has started this 
project to counter India but neither 
China nor Pakistan has any intention to 
do that. The timings of Indian deal with 
Iran were suspicious as Iran invested 
in Chabahar port which is just some 
hundred kilometres away from Gwa-
dar. This year, Iran has dropped India 
from the Chabahar rail project and has 
given it to China.

ECONOMY &
FINANCE

27October 2020



The most significant thing in 
the current times is the cur-
rent U.S. strategy its con-
text and its implications. In 
my opinion, it is significant 
to discuss the observa-

tion that while we often hear that the 
United States is disengaging from the 
Middle East and pivoting towards Asia 
which something that we began to hear 
increasingly during the Obama years. 
It has become even more pronounced 
during the Trump Administration with 
all kinds of reports about withdrawal 
from the Middle East.I disagree with 
this assessment as it is a very accurate 
reflection of reality and as we no longer 
live in a unipolar world but that by no 
means implies that the US is withdraw-
ing from the Middle East. Many people 
have, for example, pointed to the Frack-
ing revolution the Shale revolution in 
the United States as giving it energy 
independence and therefore it no lon-
ger needs to be in the Middle East. We 
have to consider the energy crisis that 
had happened earlier this year in the 
context of the COVID pandemic and 
how it showed that the U.S. was still 
very much part of an integrated glob-
al energy market. Also, its energy sec-
tor could not persist independently of 
the main oil producers in the Middle 
East to show that it’s still pretty much 
there. Particularly, if US-China geopo-
litical rivalry intensifies in the com-

ing years given that China is the main 
client for Middle-Eastern energy and 
that the Middle East obtains most of 
its imports from China. This is another 
aspect where there will be continuous 
US involvement and intervention in the 
region so it would be too early to point 
out that the US is neither disengaging 
nor withdrawing from the Middle East.
My opinion about the Arab-Israel re-
lations including the question of Pal-
estine is that we have been witnessing 
in recent years and most emphatically 
during the Trump Administration that 
it is a concerted U.S effort and cam-
paign to resolve the question of Pales-
tine and the Arab-Israel conflict, more 
broadly through a series of unilateral 
measures. From my perspective, the 
measures include unilateral Ameri-
can, Israeli, and Arab measures but not 
unilateral Palestinian measures. Those 
remain taboo off the table and to be 
confronted and defeated. These mea-
sures in this campaign aim to remove 
the question of Palestine from the in-
ternational and in so far as possible 
also from the regional agenda to end 
the Arab-Israel conflict. For the reso-
lution, on the US-Israel terms and the 
accommodation of Arabian terms but 
at the expense of Palestinian rights to 
end the Arab-Israeli conflict and to re-
place it with an Arab Iranian confron-
tation. Therefore, among the unilateral 
measures, there are those related to Je-

The current U.S approach 
is similar to the Reagan’s 

Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig, also called the ‘Strate-
gic Consensus’ -an informal 
alliance between Israel and 
conservative Arab states to 

counter the Soviet influence.
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rusalem and United States’ recognition 
of Israeli sovereignty over the Golan 
Heights to the U.S redefining the PLO as 
a terrorist organization and shutting its 
diplomatic mission in the United States. 
What the US and Israel are seeking to 
achieve was possible with Arab partici-
pation and to replace international law 
and the existing international consen-
sus on a resolution on the question of 
Palestine and the Arab-Israeli conflict 
with the principle that ‘Might makes 
Right’. Also, the only criteria for any 
resolution should be the raw balance 
of power between Israel the Palestin-
ians and the Arabs in this respect. I 
believe annexation is the best example 
as we have to look at the US attempt 
to redefine Palestinian refugees out of 
existence and 
eliminate the 
refugee’s ques-
tion and all this 
came up with 
the US initia-
tive of January 
2020, Peace to 
Prosperity. It’s 
become appro-
priate to say 
that the Trump 
administration 
has fundamen-
tally trans-
formed U.S 
policy towards 
the Arab-Isra-
el conflict in 
the question of 
Palestine and 
that its policies 
represent a 
radical departure from those of previ-
ous administrations in some respects. 
That may be true but in my view, it 

would be more appropriate to say that 
Trump has placed traditional U.S poli-
cy on steroids and if anything is taking 
them towards their logical conclusion 
rather than in a radically different di-
rection. For instance, on Jerusalem, we 
have a whole series of congressional 
resolutions that form the basis for the 
Trump administration’s actions on it. 
Similarly, with regards to the PLO and 
in other respects, there is a whole his-
tory of practice by successive adminis-
trations that laid the basis for many of 
the policies that are being pursued by 
the Trump administration. So, it’s not 
a radical departure as many often as-
sume and I believe that’s very crucial.
While we look at the happenings in 
the region, its interesting compare the 
current U.S approach with a previous 
example and that was the attempt by 

the United States in the early years of 
the Reagan Administration under the 
supervision of the then US Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig. It was to es-
tablish what he called a ‘strategic con-
sensus’ which would be an informal al-
liance between Israel and conservative 
Arab states to counter Soviet influence 
in the Middle East. It got nowhere and 
collapsed almost as soon as it was an-
nounced and it’s worthwhile to com-
pare and contrast the failed strategic 
consensus of the early 1980s with 
what we are seeing now in the region. 
According to me, three factors are rel-
evant in explaining the differences 
between them. One is that we are all 
aware that there is a growing rivalry 
between the conservative Arab states 

and the Islamic Republic of Iran. One 
could also make an argument that the 
USSR in the 1980s was primarily an 
ideological enemy that was distant and 
that had exception but of Syria Libya 
and partially Iraq, there are very few 
significant allies in the region. South 
Yemen should also be included where-
as Iran is a part of the neighbourhood 
and is perceived by many of these con-
servative Arab states as a much more 
immediate threat than was the Soviet 
Union in the1980s.
 Secondly, I believe, whether you agree 
or disagree that the cold reality is that 
many of these current conservative 
Arab states are feeling increasingly in-
secure about the level of U.S commit-
ment to regime preservation. This was 
true in the Obama years on account of 
what was seen as Washington abandon-
ing some of its key allies in the region 
particularly Egypt. It’s a perception 
that matters and now with Trump even 
though he’s seen as a much more trust-
worthy ally by these regimes, there’s 
nevertheless a realization that he can 
stand things on their head from one 
moment to the next. Moreover, there’s 
much more solid basis for an alliance 
between Israel and some of these con-
servative Arab states in the context of 
what is now a decade of upheaval in the 
Arab region. In the Arab world, there is 

an equal determination by Israel and 
conservative Arab states to preserve 
the status quo and prevent the success 
of any popular uprisings or efforts to 
change the nature of the region’s re-
gimes. The third significant factor is 

that we have witnessed the disintegra-
tion of the formal Arab state system 
which is something that can be traced 

back to the 
Kuwait Crisis 
in 1991 and 
it has only in-
tensified since 
then. More re-
cently, the dis-
integration of 
the Palestinian 
national move-
ment, are the 
two important 
factors as well.
Finally, with 
an eye on the 
clock looking 
towards the 
future what 
can we expect, 
from my per-
spective, it’s 
important to 
point out that 

the international response to these 
US-Israeli and in some respect US-Is-
raeli-Arab attempts to reformulate the 
region and to replace international law 
and the international consensus with 
the principle that might make rights 
the response has been fairly tepid. 
Looking at the European Union, Russia, 
China, Canada, they have often hit the 
right note at the level of formal declara-
tions not always but often. In terms of 
actions, we have, for example, the Israe-
li proposal to annex west bank territo-
ry. None of them spelt out clearly what 
price Israel would they have to pay for 
this flagrant violation of not only inter-
national law but also the international 
consensus on the resolution of the con-
flict. The regional response has been 
similarly tepid and if we look at the 
most recent agreements that Israel has 
been rewarded for putting annexation 
on the agenda in the sense that the 
United Arab Emirates used the post-
ponement of annexation as a pretext for 
engaging informal diplomatic relations 
with Israel. Summing it up, I believe, it’s 
important to view these issues as the 
litmus test for integrity. Particularly, if 
Trump gets reelected then the survival 
of the international system, its norms 
and values that were established in the 
aftermath of the Second World War are 
in danger. 
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Senator ShibliFaraz, Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting said that Pakistan and UAE enjoyed close and frater-
nal relations based on shared faith, culture and heritage. He added that Pakistan was desirous to further strengthen bilateral 
engagements in all fields.The Minister said this while talking to Ambassador of U.A.E, H.E. Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem 
Al-Zaabi who called on him.The Minister underlined that there was a need to further enhance economic and trade relations 
between the two countries. He said that the bilateral trade did not truly reflect the depth of bilateral ties both countries en-
joy and that there is a lot of potential to enhance the volume of trade which would be beneficial to both countries. He added 
that there were a number of opportunities for foreign investors to invest in various sectors in Pakistan.Both sides agreed for 
greater facilitation to business and traders community with a view to promoting trade and business linkages.  
The UAE Ambassador on the occasion appreciated the role of the Pakistan community in development activities in UAE.
International Media Forum dedicated to the 25th Anniversary of the Permanent Neutrality of Turkmen-
istan and the selection of country for Vice-Chairman of the 75th session of the UN General Assembly
International media forum dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the permanent Neutrality of Turkmenistan and the election 
of country for Vice-Chairmanship of the upcoming 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) held in the 
building of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Turkmenistan. The session was held in the format of a video conference.
The International Media Forum was organized by the Turkmenistanwith the collaboration of Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union 
(ABU).The meeting was attended by the Heads and Representatives of a number of Ministries of Turkmenistan, Diplomatic 
Missions, and Representative Offices of International Organizations accredited in the country, Representatives of the national 
media, Heads of Authoritative Foreign Public, TV and radio broadcasting organizations, as well as more than 300 correspon-
dents of news agencies from over 65 countries of the world.The participants noted the importance of the next delegation to 
Turkmenistan of the Vice-Chairmanship of the session of the UNGA, where the country has a positive experience. Turkmeni-
stan took part in the 58th, 62nd, 64th, 68th and 71st sessions as a Vice-Chairman of the session.Delegates from Turkmenistan 
and foreign countries who spoke during the meeting highlighted the status of the country’s Permanent Neutrality, which is 
recognized by the United Nations by relevant resolutions. In this context, the participants expressed the success and effective-
ness of Turkmenistan’s foreign policy pursued under the wise leadership of President GurbangulyBerdimuhamedov.
In particular, Ibrahim Eren, Acting President of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU), Director-General and Chairman of 
the Turkish Television and Radio Broadcasting Corporation “TRT”, stated during his speech that from the very beginning Turk-
menistan has chosen this political course to promote global peace and stability, and to reinforce the importance of coexistence 
and sustainable development.In his speech, JavadMottaghi, Secretary-General of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) 
noted that being a new phenomenon in international legal practice, Turkmen neutrality became the basis for a new concept 
of cooperation and preservation of peace on earth.Shashi ShekharVempati, Chief Executive Officer of the Indian Broadcasting 
Company PrasarBharati, underlined that the Neutrality of Turkmenistan is of great importance in the international arena and 
the policy pursued by the President of Turkmenistan fully coincides with the course of strengthening good neighbourliness 
in the region and around the world.NedraWeerasinghe, Director of MTV Channel Limited (MBC / MTV) from Sri Lanka also 
shared her vision of the peculiar aspects of the positive Neutrality policy and noted that Neutrality will help to consolidate the 
position of the fairway in International forums that play an important role in protecting values and common interests of hu-
manity.Emmanuel Dupyi, President of the European Institute for Prospects and Security, paid attention to the important role 
of the neutral status of Turkmenistan in the region, which can become a source of consolidation for the Central Asian countries 
and a platform for accelerated integration in the region.During the speech of the Chairman of the National TV and Radio Com-
pany of Uzbekistan, A. Khadzhaev, it was noted that this Forum is among one of the important events, designed to reaffirm the 
aspirations of Turkmenistan to further strengthen stability and peace, socio-economic prosperity, as well as the development 
of diplomatic relations with the countries of the world and good neighbourly relations in the region.Neda Berger, Chairman 
of the Turkmen-Austrian Society, B. Amansaryev, Chairman of the State News Agency of Turkmenistan, A. Kakaev, Deputy 
Chairman of the State Committee of Turkmenistan on Television, Radio Broadcasting and Cinematography and K. Rejepov, 
Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper “Turkmenistan” also spoke about the uniqueness of Turkmenistan’s permanent neutrality, 
its role in promoting international humanitarian cooperation, and it was noted that peacefulness, equality, non-interference 
in the affairs of other states, non-participation in military blocs, the implementation of mutually beneficial cooperation are 
integral components of the policy of positive neutrality.
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Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser has underlined the need for intensifying cooperation in energy and 
trade sectors for tapping unexplored potential in Pakistan. He said that Pakistan attaches immense value to 
its friendly relations with Hungary and desires for enhancing long-lasting cooperation. The Speaker said this 
during a call on by Mr Tivadar Takacas, Charge d’ Affairs, the Republic of Hungary in Parliament House, Islam-
abad.
The Speaker said that new areas of bilateral cooperation needed to be explored, which can give new impetus to 
strengthen the ties with Hungary. The Speaker added there are plenty of investment opportunities in agricul-
ture, energy, tourism and infrastructure in Pakistan that could benefit Hungarian investors. He appreciated the 
Hungarian scholarship program for Pakistani students to study in Hungary and stressed for the increase of its 
number with a special focus on students from less developed areas.
Referring to the Pakistan-Hungary Parliamentary Friendship Group in National Assembly, the Speaker stressed 
that this group would be an apt opportunity to expand bilateral parliamentary relations. He said that the ex-
change of parliamentary delegation would help peoples’ representatives to exchange views and learn from each 
other’s experience.
Hungarian Charge d’ Affairs, Mr Tivadar Takacas said that his country also strongly desires to strengthen its 
ties with Pakistan. He informed that Hungarian oil exploration companies have extensively contributed in the 
hydrocarbon sectors for meeting Pakistan’s energy requirements. He said that Hungary is considering exploring 
new trade markets with the concept of expanding the sphere of its trade for enhancing its business activities. He 
agreed that parliamentary interaction would help in bring both the countries closer.
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International media forum dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the permanent Neutrality of Turkmenistan and the elec-
tion of country for Vice-Chairmanship of the upcoming 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) held 
in the building of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Turkmenistan. The session was held in the format of a video 
conference.
The International Media Forum was organized by the Turkmenistanwith the collaboration of Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 
Union (ABU).The meeting was attended by the Heads and Representatives of a number of Ministries of Turkmenistan, Dip-
lomatic Missions, and Representative Offices of International Organizations accredited in the country, Representatives of 
the national media, Heads of Authoritative Foreign Public, TV and radio broadcasting organizations, as well as more than 
300 correspondents of news agencies from over 65 countries of the world.The participants noted the importance of the 
next delegation to Turkmenistan of the Vice-Chairmanship of the session of the UNGA, where the country has a positive 
experience. Turkmenistan took part in the 58th, 62nd, 64th, 68th and 71st sessions as a Vice-Chairman of the session.
Delegates from Turkmenistan and foreign countries who spoke during the meeting highlighted the status of the country’s 
Permanent Neutrality, which is recognized by the United Nations by relevant resolutions. In this context, the participants 
expressed the success and effectiveness of Turkmenistan’s foreign policy pursued under the wise leadership of President 
GurbangulyBerdimuhamedov.In particular, Ibrahim Eren, Acting President of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU), 
Director-General and Chairman of the Turkish Television and Radio Broadcasting Corporation “TRT”, stated during his 
speech that from the very beginning Turkmenistan has chosen this political course to promote global peace and stability, 
and to reinforce the importance of coexistence and sustainable development.In his speech, JavadMottaghi, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union (ABU) noted that being a new phenomenon in international legal practice, Turk-
men neutrality became the basis for a new concept of cooperation and preservation of peace on earth.
Shashi ShekharVempati, Chief Executive Officer of the Indian Broadcasting Company PrasarBharati, underlined that the 
Neutrality of Turkmenistan is of great importance in the international arena and the policy pursued by the President of 
Turkmenistan fully coincides with the course of strengthening good neighbourliness in the region and around the world.
NedraWeerasinghe, Director of MTV Channel Limited (MBC / MTV) from Sri Lanka also shared her vision of the peculiar 
aspects of the positive Neutrality policy and noted that Neutrality will help to consolidate the position of the fairway in 
International forums that play an important role in protecting values and common interests of humanity.Emmanuel Dupyi, 
President of the European Institute for Prospects and Security, paid attention to the important role of the neutral status of 
Turkmenistan in the region, which can become a source of consolidation for the Central Asian countries and a platform for 
accelerated integration in the region.During the speech of the Chairman of the National TV and Radio Company of Uzbeki-
stan, A. Khadzhaev, it was noted that this Forum is among one of the important events, designed to reaffirm the aspirations 
of Turkmenistan to further strengthen stability and peace, socio-economic prosperity, as well as the development of diplo-
matic relations with the countries of the world and good neighbourly relations in the region.
Neda Berger, Chairman of the Turkmen-Austrian Society, B. Amansaryev, Chairman of the State News Agency of Turk-
menistan, A. Kakaev, Deputy Chairman of the State Committee of Turkmenistan on Television, Radio Broadcasting and 
Cinematography and K. Rejepov, Editor-in-Chief of the newspaper “Turkmenistan” also spoke about the uniqueness of 
Turkmenistan’s permanent neutrality, its role in promoting international humanitarian cooperation, and it was noted that 
peacefulness, equality, non-interference in the affairs of other states, non-participation in military blocs, the implementa-
tion of mutually beneficial cooperation are integral components of the policy of positive neutrality.

Turkmenistan celebrated 25th Anniversary of the Permanent Neutrality

Pakistan acknowledges the Vice-Chairmanship 
of Turkmenistan for the 75th UNGA Session
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Undoubtedly, Saudi Ara-
bia is an influential and 
strong friend of Paki-
stan. Pakistan has al-
ways trusted Saudi Ara-
bia more than any other 
ally and Saudi Arabia 

also proved to be a great support for Pa-
kistan. A Friendship Treaty was signed 
by both in 1951, just four years after 
the creation of Pakistan. Since then, the 
relations of both countries are denoted 
an excellent example of Muslim solidar-
ity at international level. Saudi Govern-
ment has support its Asian counterpart 
during the earthquakes and refugee in-

fluxes, in phases of economic distress 
and even when Pakistan was cornered 
diplomatically in multilateral forums. 
Along with thee monetary assistance 
and political backing, the leadership of 
KSA has always been generous by en-
suring an uninterrupted supply of oil to 
Pakistan. In turn, Pakistan offers educa-
tional facilities to Saudi Arabia armed 
forces and in UN Peacekeeping missions 
it serve in various capacities as trainers 
and advisers for Arab armies, as cur-
rently, the former COAS of Pakistan’s 
army is leading the collation forces of 
Arab countries. Moreover, Pakistan’s 
foreign policy towards the Middle East 

was never to gather support base to 
be a regional hegemon like India and 
Pakistan always adhered the principle 
of neutrality and solidarity with Mus-
lim nations. The privileged status and 
upper hand of Pakistan in its eastern 
region were due to many reasons be-
yond its religious kinship, such as be-
ing the only Muslim country among 58 
nations having nuclear deterrence and 
a military ranked in upper echelons of 
worldwide military tradition. The provi-
sion of the financial support to Pakistan 
in order to overcome its trade deficit, is 
a clear sign of Muslim solidarity and it 
also hints towards the desire of KSA to 
draw close relations with Pakistan and 
its new Premiere. An example of this 
friendship is manifested in the welcom-
ing reception of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan by Saudi government and similar-
ly the act of PM Khan to drive Saudi King 
himself from airport to the PM house. 
Such efforts will strengthen the bilater-
al ties of both countries. Pakistan-Saudi 
tie are of immense significance for both 
countries and regional powers as their 
alliance acts as a balancer in the region 
but there is a essential to keep build-
ing up this relation on the principles 
of shared respect and through contem-
plation of each other’s constraints and 
peculiar circumstances. The Saudi Am-
bassador in Pakistan, Nawaf bin Saeed 
Al-Malki give the impression as HE is a 
part of Pakistan. He said several times 
that Pakistan is our home and what else 

NAWAF 
BIN SAID 
AL-MALKI

An Eminent Diplomat and a 
Friend in Need
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one can expect from a friend, who is just 
like part of the family. Nawaf bin Said 
Al-Malki has been serving as the Saudi 
Ambassador to the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan since September 2017. Nawaf 
bin Said Al-Malki was born in Riyadh 
in 1970; completed his bachelor’s de-
gree in Military and Marine Sciences 
from King Fahd Naval Academy. H.E 
also holds a master’s degree from Com-
mand and Staff College and prior to his 
engagement as an Ambassador, he was 
serving in the Royal Saudi Navy. In his 
career as a Naval Officer, he was promot-
ed many times and became a Rear Ad-
miral and ever since, he is in Pakistan. 
In 2014, Saudi government appointed 
him as the Military Attaché at the Em-
bassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. In his 
military tenure, he was considered as an 
intelligent and competent person with 
a deep observation regarding marine 
affairs. In order to presume his diplo-
matic assignment in Pakistan, he got re-
tirement from the Royal Navy. This is a 
clear indication of his dedication to the 
work and a love for the country where 
he has been serving quite a long time. 
Al-Maliki has an acquaintance with the 
state of affairs in Pakistan and over the 
time, Pakistani people, owing to his gra-
ciousness and polite nature, now know 
him very well. He is also very keen when 
it comes to the provision of Education 
to Pakistani youth, which is why soon 
after his appointment as an Ambassa-
dor, he met Senate Chairman Muham-
mad Sadiq Sanjrani and announced 50 
scholarships for Pakistani students to 
study in Saudi universities. He also as-
serted that the Saudi government will 
bear all expenses related to studies and 
accommodations of the Pakistani stu-
dents. It is exemplar of his generous 
nature that the number of scholarships 
for students has been increased over 
time. He always openly admits that Sau-
di Arabia gives huge importance to its 
relationships with Pakistan and this co-
operation is expected to augment from 
both ends in coming times. Once giving 
an interview to a media channel, Nawaf 

bin Said Al-Malki categorically said that 
the foundation for Pakistan’s compan-
ionship with Saudi Arabia is also due 
to the Pakistani people’s strong affec-
tion to Islam. Every Pakistani respects 
Saudi Arabia is the birthplace of Islam 
where its two holiest cities are locat-
ed. The epitome of their long-standing 
and inclusive relationship can be ob-
served by looking at their cooperation 
at varying levels and diversified areas, 
such as trade, governance, health, edu-
cation and culture besides their union 
in politics and security. Nawaf bin Said 
Al-Malki is also working hard to bring 
investment in Pakistan particularly in 
the province of Punjab. He had several 
meetings with the Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar and discussing the establish-

ment of Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
and development of Bahawalpur’s SEZ 
so to further enhance trade. H.E also 
remained very active when coronavirus 
was on its peak in Pakistan and showed 
solidarity with the people of Pakistan. 
Two months back when there were few 
of the statements that created some 
confusion, Saudi ambassador played the 
role of a real hero and normalized the 
situation subtly. In the recent floods in 
few parts of Pakistan, the Ambassador 
stood firm and extended his assistance 
to far-flung areas of Pakistan. Few of 
the media outlets reported that HE even 
did not avail himself of holidays and re-
mained intact with the people who were 
in need. This is how a true diplomat act 
and pragmatically move forward by dis-
pelling the misconceptions and creating 
more space for each other. Ambassador 
Al-Malki contribution in cultural activ-
ities are also worth mentioning which 
acts as an intersection for the amelio-
ration of ties. The Vision 2030 of Saudi 
Arabia aspires at essentially reforming 
the Saudi economy and society and its 
foremost priority is to build a monetary 
blueprint by turning country into an in-
dustrial manufacturing-based produc-
tive economy. By emulating the same 
Vision, Saudi Ambassador in Pakistan 
Nawaf bin Saeed Al-Malki is trying to en-
hance relationship based on mutual in-
terest and respect at both ends. His dis-
tinguished services in paving the path to 
emulate the decade’s long friendly rela-
tions between Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia. Every Pakistani believes that Saudi 
Arabia is the true friend of Pakistan who 
will never let them down and Ambassa-
dor Al-Malki is working as a bridge be-
tween both countries, and will certainly 
continue to proceed the same zeal.
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With roots in Rize, 
Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan was born in 
Istanbul on Febru-
ary 26, 1954. He 
graduated from 

Kasımpaşa Piyale Primary School in 
1965 and completed his high school 
education at Istanbul Imam Hatip 
School (Religious Vocational High 
School) in 1973. Having succeeded in 
the necessary examinations for addi-
tional courses, Mr. Erdoğan received 
a diploma from Eyüp High School as 
well. He received his graduation diplo-
ma from Marmara University’s Faculty 
of Economics and Administrative Sci-
ences in 1981.Since his youth, Mr. Er-
doğan has chosen to lead a social life 
intertwining with politics. From 1969 
to 1982, he was also actively interest-
ed in football which taught him the 
significance of team work and spirit in 
his younger years. These years coin-
cided with the time when Mr. Erdoğan 
as an idealistic young man started to 
be interested in social and national 
problems and stepped into active pol-
itics. Assuming active responsibilities 
at the students’ branch of the National 
Turkish Students’ Association during 
his high school and university years, 
Mr. Erdoğan was elected the Head of 
the MSP Beyoğlu Youth Branch in 1976 
and he was also elected the Head of 
the MSP İstanbul Youth Branch in the 
same year. Holding this position un-
til 1980, he served as consultant and 
senior executive in the private sector 
during the September 12 era when the 
political parties were closed down. Mr. 
Erdoğan returned to political activities 
with the Welfare Party, established in 
1983, and he was elected the Beyoğlu 

District Head of the Welfare Party in 
1984. In 1985, he was elected the İs-
tanbul Provincial Head of the Welfare 
Party and in the same year he became 
a member of the Central Executive 
Board of the Welfare Party. Developing 
a new organizational structure which 
served as a model for other political 
parties during his tenure as Istanbul 
Provincial Head, Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan carried out projects that aimed 
at urging the participation of women 
and youth in politics, thus taking im-
portant steps toward helping politics 
to be espoused and respected among 
the masses. This project won the Wel-
fare Party a great success during the 
mayoral elections in Beyoğlu in 1989, 
serving as a good example for others 
in terms of studies at the party across 
the country. As for the local elections 
held on March 27, 1994, Mr. Erdoğan 
was elected Mayor of Metropolitan 
İstanbul. During his term in office as 

Mayor, he produced correct diagnoses 
and solutions to the chronic problems 
of İstanbul, one of the world’s most 
important metropolitan cities through 
his political abilities, the importance 
he attached to team work and success-
ful management in human resources 
and financial issues. The water prob-
lem was overcome by laying hundreds 
of kilometers of new pipe line, the gar-
bage problem was solved through the 
establishment of the most modern re-
cycling facilities and the problem of air 
pollution ended with the natural gas 
projects developed during Erdoğan’s 
term in office. As for traffic congestion 
and transportation deadlock, more 
than 50 bridges, passageways and 
freeways were constructed and many 
more projects which would guide the 
other administrations in the city were 
developed. Taking very stringent pre-
cautions for the correct exertion of the 
municipal resources and to prevent 
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corruption, Mr. Erdoğan paid most 
of the debts of the İstanbul Munic-
ipality which he took over with its 2 
billion dollars debt and he during his 
tenure achieved investments worth 
4 billion dollars. Mr. Erdoğan, thus, 
accomplished a breakthrough in the 
municipal history and while his works 
served as good examples for other 
mayors, he won the confidence of the 
people. On December 12, 1997, while 
addressing the public in Siirt, Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan read a poem from a 
book, which was recommended by the 
National Education Ministry and pub-
lished by a state agency, and after that, 
he was sentenced to imprisonment for 
reading that poem. Thus, his term as 
mayor was ended. Mr. Erdoğan, after 
serving 4 months in prison, estab-
lished the Justice and Development 
Party (AK Party) on August 14, 2001 
with his friends as a result of the insis-
tent demand from the public and the 
developing democratic process and he 
was elected Founding General Chair of 
the AK Party by the Council of Found-
ers. The favor of the nation made the 
AK Party a political movement which 
enjoyed the broadest public support 
in the country in the very first year of 
its establishment and made it the sole 
ruling party with a two-thirds ma-
jority at the TBMM at the end of the 
parliamentary elections held in 2002. 
Mr. Erdoğan, who was not a candidate 
for MP during the elections on No-
vember 3, 2002 due to the court’s de-
cision against him at the time, joined 
the deputy renewal election held on 
March 9, 2003 in Siirt when the legal 
obstacle was lifted after the necessary 
legal regulations had been made. Tak-
ing 85 % of the votes cast in that elec-
tion, he became a deputy from Siirt for 
the 22nd term. Taking over the Prime 
Minister’s office on March 15, 2003, 
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan implemented 
a number of reforms of crucial impor-
tance in the shortest time with his ide-
al of a brighter and constantly growing 
Turkey. The country made great prog-
ress in democratization, transparen-
cy and the prevention of corruption. 
In parallel with this, inflation which 
had not been overcome and which 
had adversely affected the country’s 

economy and the psychology of the 
people for decades was curbed. 6 ze-
ros were removed from the Turkish 
currency, giving back the Turkish Lira 
its credit. The rate of the state’s debt 

interests were lowered and a consid-
erable increase in the national income 
per capita was achieved. An unprece-
dented number of dams, residential 
units, schools, roads, hospitals and 

power plants were constructed. All 
these affirmative developments were 
described by many foreign observers 
and Western leaders as a “Silent Revo-
lution”. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, in addi-
tion to his fruitful initiatives described 
as a turning point in the history of the 
country in its bid to join the EU, has 
taken significant steps toward the res-
olution of the Cyprus problem and to-
ward the development of efficient re-
lations with many countries through 
his rational foreign policy and intense 
series of visits and contacts. The en-
vironment of stability established in 
the country, while moving the internal 
dynamics, has made Turkey a pivotal 
country. Turkey’s volume of trade and 
political power have remarkably in-
creased not only in its region but also 
in the international area. Recep Tayy-
ip Erdoğan, as the General Chairman 
of the AK Party, won a great victory 
during the parliamentary elections 
held on July 22, 2007 and established 
the 60th government of the Republic 
of Turkey by winning 46.6 % of the 
votes and received the vote of confi-
dence. Mr. Erdoğan, winning 49 % of 
the votes, arose triumphant at the end 
of the parliamentary elections held 
on June 12, 2011 and established the 
61st government. Elected the 12th 
President on August 10, 2014, Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan is also the first Presi-
dent of the Republic of Turkey elected 
by popular vote. Upon the approval 
of the constitutional amendment in 
a referendum on April 16 allowing 
the President to retain his/her party 
membership, President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdoğan was elected at the 3rd 
Extraordinary Congress on May 21, 
2017, as the Chairman of the AK Par-
ty, of which he is the founder. Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan, winning 52.59% of 
the votes, was re-elected President 
in the Presidential elections, held on 
June 24, 2018. Mr. Erdoğan was sworn 
in on July 9, 2018 as the first President 
of the Presidential System of Govern-
ment, which Turkey switched to fol-
lowing the constitutional amendment 
that was adopted in the referendum 
on April 16, 2017. Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan is married with 4 children.
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Even though the Middle East has 
always been one of the critical 
subregions in the global geo-
political calculation due to its 
strategic location, rich history, 
and a vast reserve of natural 

resources—it clearly came into the cen-
tre after 9/11. However, China has always 
not been a big player in this region. If we 
had this talk after 9/11 in 2001, we might 
not talk about China as a significant play-
er. Putting this statement in perspective, 
in 2001, China’s GDP on the Purchasing 
Power Parity basis was less than half of the 
U.S., but today it has surpassed the size of 
the US GDP. In nominal terms, it is the sec-
ond-largest economy in the world. In 2001, 
China’s crude oil import was one-fifth 
of the U.S., but today China is the world’s 
largest crude oil importers—almost 50% 
of which coming from the Middle East. As 
China grows economically, politically, and 
militarily, its sphere of influence expands 
beyond its border but primarily in neigh-
bouring sub-regions of the country, such 
as North-East Asia, South East Asia, and 
South Asia, but the Middle East is also a 
region where China has become an in-
creasingly significant player in the past de-
cade. While it is still a relative newcomer 
to the region and is extremely cautious in 
its approach to local political and security 
challenges, China’s engagement is mainly 
due to its growing economic presence. The 
Middle East’s centrality in China’s geopo-
litical calculation is reflected in two critical 
Chinese government documents: “Vision 
and Actions on Jointly Building Silk Road 
Economic Belt and 21st-Century Maritime 
Silk Road” and “Arab Policy Paper,” which 
has subsequently published in 2015 and 
thein 2016. If we carefully read these doc-
uments and analyze the subsequent policy 
actions; we can categorize China’s geopo-
litical interest in under three broads’ areas:
1. Beijing wants to ensure the uninterrupt-
ed energy supply coming from the Middle 
East

2. China aims to increase infrastructure 
investment and other cooperation engage-
ment under the BRI umbrella
3. Beijing sought to gain tacit support from 
the Middle Eastern countries on its hard-
line policy for minorities dominated re-
gions such as Xinjiang.
China’s energy security concerns are root-
ed in projections of the country’s future 
energy demand and supply. China’s energy 
consumption is projected to rise dramati-
cally over the next two decades due to rap-
id economic growth, which has resulted in 
the industrial boom of the country. China’s 
energy consumption is so large—primarily 
due to the size of China’s industrial sector. 
For example, in developed economies such 
as the U.S., the industrial sector uses slight-
ly over one-fifth of its total energy con-
sumption. In China, the industrial sector 

China, since 2003 has taken numerous ini-
tiatives to create alternatives overland route 
to access the Indian Ocean so that it can en-
sure the uninterrupted energy supply in the 
case when the Strait of Malacca is blocked. 
Within all of these initiatives, or maybe the 
combination of all—is the Belt and Road 

initiative under which China is now pushing 
for the various economic corridors such as 
CPEC, BCIM EC, China-Myanmar economic 
corridors etc. These corridors are to ensure 
China’s access to IOR for the safe transport 

of energy from the Middle East. Even China’s 
first overseas military facility is in an African 

country— Djibouti but it is strategically 
located in the middle of the Gulf of Aden 

and Red sea—just a few miles away from 
another Strait —Bab-Al-Mandeb. Along with 
Bab-Al-Mandeb, China considers the Strait 

of Hormuz and the Malacca Straits as critical 
to its economic and military survival since 
the bulk of its energy imports are shipped 

through these strategic chokepoints. China’s 
military presence in this strategic point not 

only to protect oil tanker but also to ensure a 
safe route for shipping its exporting goods. 

China’s Evolving Role in the 
Middle East Geopolitics

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

Anu Anwar

The Author is a Fellow at the Harvard
Asia Center. He is also an Associate
in Research at Fairbank Center for

Chinese Studies Harvard University.

Beijing is diversifying 
its energy supplies as 

a contingency plan 
for a conflict with the 

U.S in the Middle East, 
where its allies could 
easily block the strait 
and interrupt China’s 

energy supply leading 
to “Malacca Dilemma
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consumes over a half. Prospects for in-
creased domestic production of energy, 
however, appear to be more limited. The 
widening gap between consumption and 
production means that China will become 
increasingly dependent on imports to fulfil 
its growing oil and gas requirements.How-
ever, it would be far more challenging to 
maintain stable relations with the Middle 
East as a region, due to the conflicts in Syr-
ia, Iraq, and Yemen reflecting the hostility 
between Riyadh and Tehran, and both are 
partners of China in its economic endeav-
our. Tehran believes that global powers 
should leave the Persian Gulf while Saudi 
Arabia perceives U.S. military presence as 
essential to its security. The “cold war” be-
tween Iran and Israel has been a significant 
concern since the 1979 Islamic Revolution 
and since then, Iran never recognized Isra-
el as a state; meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has been a major opponent of 
the Iran nuclear deal. A few recent events 
complicated the situation even more. Two 
Shitte majority countries UAE and Bahrain 
established diplomatic relations with Isra-
el, and Saudi Arabia allows Israeli Airlines 
to fly on its airspace for the first time in his-
tory. China’s deepening energy dependen-
cy on oil and gas supplies from the Persian 
Gulf raises doubts on Beijing’s ability to 
abstain from taking an explicit political 
stance. Civil wars in Syria and Yemen and 
Israeli, Saudi, and Iranian support to op-
posing factions further complicate Bei-
jing’s political calculus. Finally, after the 
British left the Persian Gulf in the late 
1960s, the United States has served as the 
main guarantor to regional security and 
under the current Trump Administration, 
Washington seems hesitant to continue 
playing this role and has demanded “bur-
den-sharing” from other global powers. 
Besides, Washington’s main theatre of the 
geopolitical calculus has been shifted from 
the Middle East to East Asia due to the rise 
of China. The non-state actor seems to in 
the back foot, and the world has returned 
to great power competition. The combina-
tion of these developments suggests that 
China will likely play a growing role in the 
Middle East’s geopolitics and therefore, 
will face a more complicated set of chal-
lenges in pursuing its core interest, namely 
energy supply. There are various multidi-
mensional and interconnected domestic 
and external reasons behind the BRI, but 
one of the driving causes is China’s strate-
gic insecurity, which is closely linked to en-
ergy security as well. Import of energy is 
the primary source to meet China’s grow-
ing energy supply as more than 80% of Chi-
na’s oil imports transport through the 
Strait of Malacca, which is a narrow pas-
sageway of about 900 KM long between the 
Malay Peninsula and the Indonesian Island 
of Sumatra. U.S. military presence along the 
two islands chains deems the Malacca 
strait as vulnerable for Beijing. Therefore, 
Beijing contingency plan for an event of a 
conflict with the U.S., it aliens could easily 
block the strait, which could severely inter-
rupt China’s energy supply. In 2003, 
then-President Hu Jintao coined this vul-
nerability as a “Malacca Dilemma.” After a 
very recent border clash with India, Indian 
media-sensationalized that the Indian 
Navy increased their presence near Malac-

ca Strait and in a position to interrupt Chi-
na’s energy supply, if necessary. These 
sorts of events also accelerate Beijing’s 
strategic calculation for an alternative to 
the Strait of Malacca. Middle Eastern geo-
politics revolved around three major pow-
ers, namely the Saudi Arabia-lead Sunni 
countries, Iran-lead Shia bloc, and Israel. 
Other great powers such as the U.S. or Rus-
sia have ties with either bloc, but China has 
taken a unique approach to build a good 
relationship with all three blocks. Until re-
cently, Beijing had followed a hands-off 
policy in the Middle East of being a friend 
to everyone but allies with none. The suc-
cess of this has been on display as it negoti-
ates a $400bn investment and security pact 
with Iran while assisting Iran’s enemy Sau-
di Arabia with its nuclear program. More-
over, it fully supports the Palestinian cause 
while charming Israel into sharing the state 
of the art technology and leasing key stra-
tegic ports to Chinese state enterprises. Be-
sides Israel, China has built Israel’s major 
port Haifa, Khalifa Port in The United Arab 
Emirates’, Port Duqm in Oman, port Jizan in 
Saudi Arabia, Port Said in Egypt’s, and Dji-
bouti’s Ain Sokhna Port, all forming the BRI 
project tentacles in the region. The con-
struction of these ports is also linked with 
the South Asian geopolitical calculations. 
Under the BRI flagship project CPEC, China 
builds Gwadar ports in Pakistan, making 
India worry while it also brokered a deal 
with Iran to build its Chabahar port, which 
is less than 200 kilometres away from Gwa-
dar, and previously India wanted to build it 
for countering China’s presence in the Indi-

an Ocean Region. Recently, Iran drops the 
deal with India in an allegation that India 
was too slow to implement the project and 
opted for a new deal with China to build its 
ports and railroad. Besides, the U.S. sanc-
tions, the loss of al-Quds Force Commander 
Quasem Soleimani in a U.S. drone strike 
pushed Iran on the corner and compelled it 
now to look for partners to revive its econ-
omy and to balance against U.S. China took 
this advantage and advanced the bilateral 
relations with Iran to a strategic partner-
ship. Even though BRI is primarily an infra-
structure driven initiative but if we look at 
the BRI related white papers such as “Vi-
sion and Actions on Jointly Building Silk 
Road Economic Belt and 21st-Century 
Maritime Silk Road”, we can see infrastruc-
ture is just one of the five principles of co-
operation that china sought to achieve 
through this initiative. The other four ini-
tiatives are trade and investment, finance, 
people-to-people cooperation, and policy 
coordination. In recent times, we also 
heard that Beijing promotes the notion of 
Health Silk road, Digital Silk Road, even 
Space cooperation under the BRI umbrella. 
Therefore, we can say that BRI is an um-
brella under which almost all Chinese for-
eign policy initiatives can fit and China is 
trying to engage with Middle Eastern coun-
tries in all these forth-mentioned domains. 
In recent years, we have seen President Xi 
Jinping travelled the Middle East and Mid-
dle Eastern leaders such as Saudi Prince 
Mohammad Bin Salman travelled to Bei-
jing, and both countries’ trade has in-
creased dramatically. With Israel, China did 
not confine only in port building, but the 
prime goal is to collaborate in high tech, as 
Israel is the leading tech hub in the Middle 
East. Israel has advanced research in 
next-generation science and technology 
such as Robotics, A.I., advanced military 
equipment in which China aims to benefit 
largely. However, in recent times we have 
seen China’s cooperation with Israel put Is-
raelis in a more challenging position as the 
U.S. raise some concerns over its excessive 
collaboration with China. China needs Mid-
dle Eastern countries tacit support on its 
policy towards Muslim majority north-
western autonomous region Xinjiang. In 
recent times, we have seen China’s policy 
for Uyghurs has gained global attention, 
and western countries raise strong voices 
against human rights violations. Current 
US administration even put sanction on the 
Chinese officials those are responsible for 
Xinjian policy. Last year, 22 countries 
signed a letter addressed to the President 
of the U.N. Human Rights Council and the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
calling on China to end its massive deten-
tion program in Xinjiang. These countries 
include Australia-Canada- Germany-France 
– U.K., but interestingly, none of them was 
Muslim nations. In response of this letter, a 
group of 37 countries submitted a similar 
letter in defence of China’s policies, includ-
ing Saudi Arabia- UAE- Bahrain-Kuwait etc. 
and most of them were Muslim majority 
countries. Thus, this development has been 
viewed as a diplomatic success for the Chi-
nese side. Traditionally we had seen these 
Middle Eastern countries raising their 
voices against the Muslim persecution or 
under repressive policies. 

China consumes about one-fourth 
of the global primary energy but 
holds limited indigenous reserves. 
Its share of proven oil reserves is 
only 1.5 per cent and natural gas 
2.9 per cent of the world total for 
a country with 22 per cent of the 
world’s population. China National 
Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) pro-
jected that the country’s oil and gas 
demand would peak between 2035 
and 2040. To meet the growing de-
mand, China is importing energy 
from all over the world. However, 
compared with Central Asia, Latin 
America, Southeast Asia, and West 
Africa—the Middle East is still the 
primary source for China’s energy 
supply as this region supplies 50% 
of China’s total energy imports. To 
avoid over-dependence on the Mid-
dle East’s energy resources, China 
seeks more overseas energy sources 
and transportation channels other 
than those in or connected to the 
Middle East. However, the Middle 
East’s primary role in China’s overall 
energy calculation is still irreplace-
able by that of any other region, at 
least for the near future. This situa-
tion drives China to take a more ac-
tive posture in the region’s political 
and economic arena. It can even be 
expected that China to maintain its 
stable and friendly relations with 
Middle East countries, will, more 
likely than ever, act as a diplomatic 
mediator in trying to resolve certain 
longstanding conflicts in the region. 
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COPAIR VIRTUAL INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
Evolving Middle East and Geopolitical 

Realignments

Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Is-
lamabad hosted an international conference virtually, titled 
“The Evolving Middle East and Geopolitical Realignments”. 
Awais Siddique commenced the session by extending the 
gratitude to all the speakers on behalf of the Center of Paki-
stan and International Relations (COPAIR). The session start-
ed with the recitation of Holy Quran.
“Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) is 
a strategic think tank, building a positive narrative at the na-
tional and international levels, and it is dedicated to the study 
of defence and security, regional and global affairs, and seeks 
to promote in-depth analysis of national and international af-
fairs.”
The Moderator of the three-hour-long session was Mr Khalid 
Latif, who is an advisor of the Center of Pakistan and Interna-
tional Relations (COPAIR) on international affairs.
1. Mouin Rabbani who is a Co-Editor of Jadaliyya and Ex-
pert on Palestinian affairs, the Arab-Israeli Conflict and Con-
temporary Middle East, was the first speaker of the session. 
His topic of the speech was “The geo-political overdrive: the 
United States and Arab-Israeli relations”. Mr Rabbani shared 
his insight about the evolving political and strategic dynam-
ics of the Middle East region by hinting towards the energy 
politics and role of US and China. He accurately spotted that 
the unilateral approach is increasing in the region as we have 
witnessed in case of Arab-Israeli normalcy and declaration of 
Jerusalem as the capital by Washington.  He related the pres-
ent-day diplomatic manoeuvring of Trump administration, 
and especially of Jared Kushner, similar to Regan’s adminis-
tration “strategic consensus –an alliance in ME for countering 
soviet influence”. He also stressed that the current develop-
ments are deep-rooted because it protects the authoritarian 

regimes from any civilian uprising, as happened in the past. 
He also questioned the credibility of the resolutions of Pales-
tine and highlighted that there will be an equilibrium in the 
Middle East but the silence of world on the illegal annexation 
of Palestinian territory by Israel adds misery to the innocent 
citizens of Palestine.
2. Andreas Kreig, who is a lecturer the SchoolSchool of Se-
curity Studies at King’s College London briefly discussed 
“Authoritarianism and Liberalization - The Ideational divide 
of the Middle East Post-Arab Spring”. His work comprises of 
Security provision and socio-politics in the Arab world after 
the 21st-century uprising in the Arab world. He told the view-
ers that to understand the geopolitical realignments in the 
Middle East; one will have to contemplate on the pluralistic 
narratives and contrasting ideologies of the region. Talking 
about the Gulf, he identified the dichotomous split in the Gulf 
nations and smaller nations like the UAE and Qatar are ex-
perimenting with new options because they can afford it. He 
also hinted towards the ideational synergy between UAE and 
Israel and alignment based on narratives against the politi-
cal Islam. He also suggested that Pakistan should continue its 
path of building the soft power as it did in allying with Qatar 
and Turkey, and such an attempt will diversify the options 
and strengthen country at diplomatic fronts.
3. Anu Anwar’s topic of the speech was “China’s evolving role 
in the Middle Eastern Geopolitics”. He talked about Beijing’s 
increasing engagement in the Middle East and provided with 
his critical analysis of China’s comprehensive strategy in the 
MENA region, especially concerning the successful realization 
of the new Silk Road. He said that as China grows domesti-
cally, its sphere of influence expands exponentially beyond 
its border, and the Middle East is one of the critical regions 
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where China would need to play a more 
active role in the coming decades. So far, 
China’s tactful stance served its broad-
er interest in this region under the cur-
rent status quo. However, if the U.S. de-
creased its presence in the region, China 
would need to step up to ensure region-
al stability, but that could also lead Chi-
na to be dragged into a regional conflict. 

Such active involvement ultimately can 
pose a threat to China’s interest in the 
region. Besides, rising great power com-
petition and China’s domestic challeng-
es are visible roadblocks in achieving 
the objective in the Middle East.
4. LenoidSalvin, a Geopolitical Analyst 
from Russia and Chief Editor of Geopo-
litica.ru, and the Founder and Chief Ed-
itor of Journal of Eurasian Affairs high-
lighted the “Official Russian Agenda and 
emergence of multipolar world order”. 
He started with quoting the strategic 
fact that after the Syrian crisis erupt-
ed, the gulf nations avoided strangling 
themselves in the conflict, which led to a 

power vacuum that was filled by Russia 
and in turn, gave Russians a strategic lo-
cation in the Middle East. He was of the 
view that the US embassy shift to Jeru-
salem shifted the focus of the world and 
legitimized the illegal annexation but 
it also led to a new diplomatic crisis of 
the region. For the case of Israel, he was 
sure of the Israeli collaboration in the 
Eurasian Union but with special condi-
tions. He concluded his speech by stat-
ing that Russia always adheres to the 
policy of non-interference and abides 
by the policy of cooperation, especially 
in the Middle East. Now, the country has 
extended its ties with Iran, but it also 
looks forward to the cooperation with 
other regional actors.

5. Michael Kugelman is the Deputy Di-
rector of the Asia program and Senior 
Associate on South Asia at the Wilson 
Center. He is counted among the leading 
specialist on Afghanistan, India, Paki-
stan and the relations with the United 
States. He shared his views on “Shifting 
Dynamics in the Middle East and the 
Role of the US and Implications for Pa-
kistan and South Asia”. He opined that 
the two big-bang events of the year 
were; firstly the killing of QasemSole-
mani, and secondly, the UAE-Israel al-
liance. He highlighted the preferential 
treatment of Iran by the Trump admin-
istration and they have adopted hard-
line policies concerning Iran’s nuclear 
deal, a naval standoff and then killing of 
an IRCG General. He also mentioned Pa-
kistan’s partnerships with Riyadh and 
Washington and at the same time, he in-
dicated towards the recent spat because 
PM Imran Khan extended ties with Iran. 
Adding to his argument, he highlighted 
the alignment of the US and KSA against 
Iran, and how India is playing a deci-

sive role in this case. The development 
of Chahbahar port by China, US-India 
partnerships in IOR and monetary/mil-
itary offshoots of these alliances pose a 
serious question about the stability in 
the Middle East. He concluded by signi-
fying the Middle East as a strategically 
specific region in the contemporary 
geopolitics.

Ms Amna Malik, the President of CO-
PAIR delivered her closing remarks, and 
extended her vote of thanks to the dis-
tinguished speakers and highlighted the 
distinct views shared by the panellists 
of the session. She also shed light on the 
new economic world order and role of 
Muslim countries in Middle East region, 
along with the significance of Pakistan’s 
geostrategic positioning which renders 
the country as the gateway of Middle 
East and connecting the MENA region 
with Asian economies. COPAIR con-
venes local and international leaders 
and experts on different subjects to find 
solutions for the region’s most challeng-
ing issues.



The Center for Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) organized a webinar on “Strategic Competition in 21st Cen-
tury Asia” on September 5, 2020. The webinar brought together an outstanding speaker, MrFeroz Hassan Khan who pre-
sented a landmark contribution on the subject.
 
Khalid Latif, Advisor on International Affairs (COPAIR) and Amna Malik, President (COPAIR) were the moderators 
of the two-hour-long session. 
 
Feroz Hassan Khan is a Research Professor in the Department of National Security Affairs at Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, California and former Director of the Arms Control and Disarmament Affairs in the Strategic Plans Di-
vision Joint Staff Headquarters Pakistan. He brings a 30-year professional service as a military man in the Pakistani Army 
and who played a senior role in formulating and advocating Pakistan’s security policy on Nuclear and Conventional Arms 
Control. He is also an author of “Eating Grass: The Making of the Pakistani Bomb” which tells the compelling story of 
how and why Pakistan’s government, scientists, and military, persevered in the face of a wide array of obstacles to acquire 
nuclear weapons. It lays out the conditions that sparked the shift from a peaceful quest to acquire nuclear energy into a 
full-fledged weapons program and details how the nuclear program was organized and eventually brought to fruition. 
 
In his powerful talk, Feroz Hassan Khan traced out the conditions that led Pakistan into a full-fledged weapons program, 
detailing how the nuclear program was organized and mentioned how Pakistani scientists overcome the many technical 
hurdles they encountered. He traced the history of Pakistan’s nuclear program starting by describing the two groups that 
were at interplay at inception namely the ‘nuclear enthusiasts’ vs the ‘nuclear cautionists’ in the history of Pakistan’s nucle-
ar development. Enthralled with the new nuclear science, the Pakistani leadership launched a nuclear energy program in 
1956 and consciously entwined nuclear developments into the broader narrative of Pakistani nationalism. 
 
Mr Khan highlighted that the necessity for developing nuclear weapons for Pakistan was the brainchild of Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto and after 1971 and especially after India’s so-called peaceful nuclear explosion, there emerged a “national consen-
sus” in Pakistan, whereby “the necessity of nuclear weapons became a mainstream belief.” That belief not only drove the 
process of the development of nuclear weapons capability but also operationalized it once that capability was developed. 

42 October 2020

RANDOM CLICKS

WEBINAR “Strategic Competition in 21st 
Century Asia”- 5th September 2020 



43October 2020

RANDOM CLICKS
Thus impelled first by the 1965 and 1971 India-Pakistan Wars, and more urgently by India’s first nuclear weapon test in 
1974, Pakistan’s senior officials tapped into the country’s pool of young nuclear scientists and engineers and transformed 
them into a motivated cadre committed to building the ‘ultimate weapon’. 
 
Feroz Hassan Khan stated that Pakistan was cognizant of the fact that their country is considered an “orphaned state” in 
the international system, meaning that it did not have any protection under the US or the Soviet/Russian nuclear umbrella. 
It was aware that the gradually strengthening nature of the global nuclear nonproliferation regimes under the United States 
meant that Pakistan would have to find other means to obtain nuclear or dual-use technologies. He underscored the resolve 
of the decision-makers of the country to become a nuclear power and only nuclear deterrent Islamic nation of the world 
along with the economic price of this endeavour.
 
Feroz Hassan Khan stressed that in the battlefield, it is practically impossible to use tactical nuclear weapons, as there are 
downsides of employing the weapon of mass destruction into the arena due to the operational challenges. As a result, Pa-
kistan’s offset strategy of using tactical nuclear weapons to overcome the conventional imbalance is debatable. He advised 
that there is always a fear of a deterrence failure in the battlefield unless you have a dominated qualitative edge in your 
conventional deterrence. He further stated that the nuclear backlash insinuates that conventional matrix also fails unless 
one can back it up with technologically credible and decisive capability like precision-guided munitions. He stressed that 
conventional deterrence is the first layer of deterrence and in modern times, such competence could bolster the convention-
al deterrence.

 Mr Khan also shed light on the incorporation of modern technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI) to complement the 
conventional deterrence and accentuated that all other forms of deterrence are likely to be undercut in some shape and form 
by technological advances. He also shared the apprehensions of the US that we are going to rely too much on machines in 
the future and the question will remain on what is the perfect matrix of human-machine symbiosis in contemporary times. 

 The speaker noted that nuclear weapons also interpolate the sense of kinship and cohesiveness in terms of national iden-
tity, which is appeals a nation-state. Possession of nuclear weapons is a tool of power projection, a symbol of state scientific 
prowess, and a point of national cohesion that contributes to a nation’s sense of self. He recommended that a moderate and 
pragmatic Pakistan would develop as a middle-power with balanced civil-military relations and this way the country will 
regard nuclear weapons as purely a national security instrument. He concluded that the nuclear journey of Pakistan is one 
of the greatest achievements of the Pakistani nation. 
 
General (retd.) Khalid Naeem Lodhi praised Feroz Khan for sharing his shrewd insight on the subject and requested 
Amna Malik to present this talk with the NDU students and faculty, serving and non-serving Pakistan military leadership and 
the national political leadership and deemed the session as detrimental for them. 
 
Amna Malik, President of the Center for Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) delivered her concluding remarks 
and highlighted the policy recommendations of her centre on the subjects pertinent to the National Security. She added that 
COPAIR has been working on recommendations for the National Security Division (NSD) on National Security Policy (NSP) 
and the publications of research papers and activities on cybersecurity and emerging technology such as robotics and deep 
learning will be a great advantage for the decision-makers. She also posed questions related to the incorporation of Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) based autonomous weapon system for the defence to offset the uncertainties of hybrid warfare and 
inquired about the course of action to opt as a middle power for Pakistan. Amna Malik concluded the session by stating that 
the talk delivered by Feroz Khan was an informative and important discussion on the evolution Pakistan and its journey of 
becoming a nuclear power, and she extended her gratitude to MrFeroz Hassan Khan, General (retd.) Khalid Lodhi and Gen-
eral (retd.) AsadDurrani for partaking in the discussion



The untiring efforts of the President of Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) Ms Amna Malik for 
advocating the institutionalization of Gemstone Industry and developing the nascent sector for ameliorating the coun-
try’s economy resulted in creation of a Prime Minister’s Task Force. The Task Force on Gems & Jewelry held its first 
meeting in Islamabad on 17th September where different means to exploit the full potential of this sector and active 
participation of all stakeholders for increased exports were discussed.
Task Force Chairman Engineer Gul Asghar Khan highlighted the existing potential of gemstones in the country, prob-
lems being faced by the industry and importance to develop an investor-friendly environment to realize the real worth 
of these natural endowments, a Petroleum Division news release said.During the meeting, Eng. Gul Asghar Khan reit-
erated the vision of PM Imran Khan to enhance the exports of gemstones and jewelry to its optimum level. The Task 
Force, mandated to coordinate and facilitate the development of gems and jewelry sector, consists of an internation-
al-level industrial experts including Focal Person Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis & Human Resource Development 
Atif Iqbal, Co-Chairman of Task Force/CEO Aqua Gems Zeeshan Khan, Director General (Minerals) Petroleum Division, 
Provincial Secretaries of Mines & Minerals Departments from gemstone rich provinces, Members from the Academic 
circle, business community, Ministries of Commerce and Industries & Production, State Bank of Pakistan, Federal Board 
of Revenue, Board of Investment and Capital Development Authority.The body underlined the need for introducing 
ease of doing business in the sector, one-window operation for the investors and development of a model Gemstone & 
Jewelry City in Islamabad.The participants presented their views on the economic significance and employment gener-
ation linked with this sector in rural areas and facilitation required for the sector’s growth to enhance its contribution 
in exports. They also appreciated the initiative of the Government to gather all relevant stakeholders on one forum to 
discuss the issues of the gemstones sector and resolve them through coordinated efforts and uniformed policy inter-
ventions.The business groups also highlighted the importance of regulating the e-commerce of gemstones as well as 
facilitation for their trade. The Task Force committed to present their recommendations within 60 days.Ms Amna Malik 
and her group has already been awarded by former SAPM Firdos Ashiq Awan for showcasing the gems and jewelry and 
actively advocating for the accreditation of the nascent industry in Pakistan. 

COPAIR Advocacy on Institutionalizing 
Gemstone Industry resulted in 

Accreditation of a PM Task Force 

44

RANDOM CLICKS

October 2020



Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) launched Digital Sargodha and CIT Global for the Sargodha Di-
vision. Amna Malik who is also the coordinator of Sarwar Foundation of Sargodha Division commenced the session by 
greeting the distinguished national and international speakers and attendees. Ms Malik briefed about the Digitalization 
of Sargodha Division with District Administration. 
Ammar Jaffri, Founder Digital Pakistan announced the establishment of four different initiatives under the umbrella 
of Digital Sargodha with the collaboration of CIT Global and University Plus. MrJafferi highlighted that programs will 
be related to emerging technologies where more than 100 PHDs will train students in the field of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Cyber Security and BlockChain. He reiterated that the establishment of Rural Incubation Centers will be equiva-
lent to laying the foundation of entrepreneurship and start-up culture in the peripheral region. Start-Up Pakistan, the 
project of COPAIR can act as the platform for the facilitation of young entrepreneurs. 
Awais Siddique, Project Coordinator COPAIR mentioned the project “Hum Sab Ka Pakistan-A Youth Engagement Pro-
gram” of COPAIR which envisions to imbibe a sense of kinship and belonging in the youngsters of Pakistan, while also 
promoting interfaith harmony. 
Faisal Wahab and M.A. Jinnah congratulated the COPAIR and CIT for the successful launch and praised the idea of 
one step- one city. Mr Jinnah stressed that there is a dire need to equip the rural communities with the modern skillset 
desired in the national and international job markets.
 International experts, Bert Ola and Michael Sillion also congratulated MsAmna and MrJaffri for the launch of such 
great initiatives and there is a potential in such organization to act as the agents of change in the society. They envi-
sioned that success of the Digital Sargodha could be a game-changer as it can link Sargodha Community to Common-
Wealth, European Union and Belt and Road. 
IramFawad and Irum Khan discussed the potential of business in the foreign markets by selling the ethnic products 
of an area in Pakistan, especially from the periphery; such initiatives can amplify the trade of the country such as the 
International Fashion Club. 
Sadaf Khan, CEO SDG Academy and Commonwealth Club offered World Climate School Courses for Pakistan. Amna 
Malik announced to begin smart building and smart city project as a pilot project in Sargodha City.
Zareen Ammar, Chairperson CIT Global officially launched CIT Global Sargodha Division and Digital School Sargodha, 
a Five-year program to digitalize Sargodha and its districts. The objective is to provide opportunities to unemployed 
labour by equipping them with the modern skillset, which is in demand in the national and international markets, along 
with the awareness and assistance in startups

SOFT LAUNCH OF DIGITAL SCHOOL 
SARGODHA
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Washington has a long 
record of bullying 
nations to meet its 
demands, changing 
regimes and of en-
gaging in illegal wars 

of aggression in the Middle East, Central 
Asia and North Africa. After the demise 
of USSR and end of the Cold War, the 
US locked horns with another commu-
nist giant China and is also engaged in 
neo-colonizing the Muslim world. While 
the galloping Hillary Clinton was a clear 
winner in the 2016 American presiden-
tial race, the sauntering Trump who 
was trailing far behind was declared a 
winner in Nov 2016 – thanks to massive 
manipulations of the hidden powers. 
He was handed over the reins of power 
despite his recklessness, madness, un-
predictability and inexperience. He has 
debunked free international trade and 
concept of globalization given by George 
W. Bush to turn the world into a global 
village. Shunning policy of liberalism, he 
has reduced heavy investment in mul-
tilateral trade organizations through. 
Expressing his resentment, Trump start-
ed his anti-liberal policies by imposing 
heavy tariffs on Chinese goods and cur-
tailing trade with chief rival China saying 
the scales of trade are heavily tilted in 
favour of China and USA is a big loser. He 
has imposed embargoes and sanctions 
on China to even up the trade imbalance. 
Trump has withdrawn the US partner-
ship with Paris Climate Agreement, UN-
ESCO, UNHRC, and now WHO. The US 
blatantly defies the UN and ICJ and have 

its way unilaterally since major funding 
to all the international institutions are 
made by Washington. Trump has ap-
plied brakes on the policy of offering the 
heaviest share of funding to NATO, which 
acts as the right arm of the US imperialist 
policies. He has asked each NATO mem-
ber to raise their share of funds. He has 
built a wall along the US-Mexico border 
to stop illegal entry of Mexicans and to 
curtail smuggling and drug trafficking. 
Draconian restrictions have been im-
posed on Asian immigrants particularly 
the Muslims. Other than Israel and Egypt 
which receive heaviest annual grants 
from Washington, aid to other countries 
has been curtailed. All these unpalatable 
acts have been taken under the illusion 
of creating more jobs for white Ameri-
cans and to make the US great again.Jeru-
salem has been declared the capital city 
of Israel, forward settlements legalized, 
Gaza brutalized, West Bank annexed, 
Golan Heights declared part of Israel and 
idea of two-nation state buried. Trump 
shelved the July 2015 landmark nuclear 
deal with Iran in 2018 and re-imposed 
harsh sanctions on Iran to force it to fur-
ther curtail its nuclear program and to 
halt its missile development program. 
Trump took the credit of bringing the 
Arab Gulf States under the US sway and 
in creating a rift between Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar. He further stoked embers of 
hatred between the Arab Gulf States and 
Iran and tried hard to make the former 
commit their ground forces against Iran 
in the ongoing standoff in the Persian 
Gulf since May 2019. 

Beijing is well aware 
that the Pentagon’s plans 

for a U.S. war against China 
are premised on being able 
to launch massive air and 

missile 
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In August 2018, he abandoned Obama’s 
policy of ‘fight and talk’ with the Taliban 
and reinvigorated Bush’s policy of ‘fight 
and fight’, using maximum force to elimi-
nate the Taliban. He adopted a tough pol-
icy with North Korea and threatened to 
annihilate it if it refused to halt its long-
range nuclear and missile programs. He 
postured aggressively against Russia be-
cause of a standoff in Ukraine and inter-
vention of Moscow in Syria. Trump has 
been egging on Modi to become more 
offensive against China and Pakistan and 
encouraged him to abrogate the special 
status of IOK in August 2019 and then 
to change the demography of Kashmiris. 
RAW and NDS were supported by CIA, 
Mossad and MI-6 to accelerate spate of 
terrorism in Pakistan to destabilize Bal-
uchistan and former FATA and to scut-
tle CPEC which has become the pivot of 
China’s BRI and springboard for China 
to become the leading economic power 
of the world. To refrain Pakistan from 
cooperating with China, multiple pres-
sures have been exerted which include 
keeping the LoC persistently volatile, ter-
rorism, hybrid war and threats of limited 
war. The US besides accusing Pakistan of 
providing safe havens to the militants, 
and using the cards of FATF and IMF, 
stopped paying close support fund in 
2018  .The Trump administration has in-
tensified the U.S. confrontation with Chi-
na diplomatically, economically and mili-
tarily. Trump unleashed a multi-pronged 
tirade against Beijing, condemning it 
across a range of issues, including “hu-
man rights” in Hong Kong, and accusing 
it of causing the coronavirus pandemic, 
stealing American jobs and expanding 
its military.
The US has further intensified its efforts 
to contain China’s economic growth by 
gaining a monopoly over the South Chi-
na Sea and Malacca Strait through which 
80% of China’s imports and exports take 
place. To make its containment policy 
successful, the US has taken the coun-
tries along the rims of the said sea like 
Taiwan, Philippines, Vietnam, Brunei 
and Japan as well as Australia in its loop. 
India has also been roped in by meeting 
all its military demands and giving it a 
title of policeman of Indo-Pacific region. 
The Obama administration’s interven-
tion transformed longstanding regional 
territorial disputes, in which the US had 
shown little interest previously, into a 
dangerous flashpoint for international 
conflict. Far from de-
fending the interests 
of smaller South-East 
Asian countries, such 
as the Philippines and 
Vietnam, the princi-
pal aim was to jus-
tify an ever-greater 
presence in sensitive 
waters close to the 
Chinese mainland, 
as part of a huge U.S. 
military build-up in 
the Indo-Pacific.Chi-
na responded by ex-
panding its presence 

on islets under its control in the South 
China Sea. While the region is far from 
the nearest American territory, it is di-
rectly adjacent to Chinese military bases 
in southern China. Beijing is well aware 
that the Pentagon’s plans for a U.S. war 
against China are premised on being 
able to launch massive air and missile 
attacks from warships, submarines and 
bases close to the Chinese mainland.
Trump and his administration have been 
ramping up its provocative actions in the 
South China Sea with a growing number 
of “freedom of navigation” intrusions by 
U.S. Navy warships into waters claimed 
by China. A month ago, two U.S. Navy air-
craft carriers with their associated strike 
groups entered the sea and conducted 
“high-end” war games to test their ca-
pacity to carry out long-distance air and 
missile strikes. 
The U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
declared that China’s claims in the stra-
tegic waters “are completely unlawful, 
as is its campaign of bullying to control 
them.” The statement sets the stage for 
more aggressive U.S. military action 
against Beijing in the South China Sea. 
In London, Pompeo and U.S. Secretary 
of Defense Mark Esper delivered speech-
es warning that the U.S. is preparing its 
military forces across the Indo-Pacific 
¬region for a potential confrontation 
with China and raising the pressure on 
other governments to join a coalition to 
counter the growing global influence of 
Beijing.In an unprecedented tit-for-tat 
move, China ordered the closure of the 
U.S. Consulate General in Chengdu fol-
lowing the US doing the same to the Chi-
nese Consulate General in Houston.Re-
cently, the U.S. State Department raised 
the stakes even higher over South China 
Sea territorial disputes by declaring that 
Beijing’s claims to waters and islands to 
be “completely illegal”. Pompeo stated 
the U.S. would not “allow China to treat 
the South China Sea as its maritime em-
pire”. It marks a serious escalation.

In early July, two U.S. aircraft carrier 
strike groups conducted joint manoeu-
vres in the South China Sea, reportedly 
the first time such drills have been car-
ried out since 2014 and only the second 
time since 2001. There are reports that 
Britain is to deploy its two new aircraft 
carriers to the Pacific region. The aircraft 
carrier groups which include frigates, 
destroyers and nuclear-powered sub-
marines, are to join with the U.S. and Jap-
anese warships to conduct naval drills. 
Washington-London convergence has 
made the situation more combustible. 
London has been supporting Washing-
ton in its blame game of accusing China 
over the global coronavirus pandemic. It 
has also supported Washington’s trade 
war with Beijing. The Anglo-American 
duo has been ratcheting up tensions 
with Beijing over Taiwan and Hong Kong 
undermining China’s sovereignty claims. 
The Americans are piling up pressure on 
Britain to scrap plans for Chinese tele-
com giant Huawei to take part in mobile 
phone modernization. Given the recent 
buildup of American warships and war-
planes in the Pacific conducting provoc-
ative “freedom of navigation operations” 
in the South China Sea, Beijing can only 
view the reported British move as a mea-
sured step to further enflame war ten-
sions. It sees the US intervention as an 
attempt to interfere in the affairs of ASE-
AN States and disturb their harmony. 
Beijing has already warned London that 
any deployment of forces in the contest-
ed sea will be viewed as a “hostile act”. 
Ganging up of American vassals is a 
crude attempt of imperialist USA to in-
timidate China by using brute military 
force. The US forgets that it is a waning 
capitalist power and can no longer com-
pete with the economically rising power 
of China. The intruders must know that 
China is laced with deadly anti-ship mis-
siles known as “carrier killers” and has 
already demonstrated its technological 
skills by baffling the intruding US Growl-
er electronic warplanes flying over the 
South China Sea. They had to fly back in 
panic after losing control due to China’s 
jamming devices deployed on the artifi-
cial islands. 
Rise of China from the time of Deng in 
1978, the reincarnation of Russia under 
Putin together with an upsurge of Ger-
many and Japan as global power centres 
are shaking the foundations of the US-
led unipolar order and is shaping the 

world into a multipo-
lar sphere. The United 
Nations has lost its 
credibility since it has 
become a hand-maid-
en of USA and failed 
to prevent wars and 
conflicts or to resolve 
disputes. Palestine and 
Kashmir disputes are 
pending since 1948. 
The sole superpower 
USA has failed to be-
have responsibly and 
to run the international 
order fairly.
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Pakistan wants 
intra-Afghan 

dialogue’s success 
for peace, stability 

in region: PM
Prime Minister Imran Khan here Mon-
day welcoming initiation of intra-Afghan 
dialogue process said that peaceful Af-
ghanistan was in the interest of both Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan besides stability 
of the entire region. Addressing the trib-
al elders after inaugurating Nahaqi Tun-
nel and Sheikh Zaid Road in Mohmand 
tribal district, the Prime Minister said 
that Pakistan wanted the success of di-
alogue between Afghan government 
and Taliban. The return of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan would make 
positive effects on the overall progress, 
trade and economic development of 
the merged tribal districts, he said. The 
Prime Minister said his government was 
committed to encourage exports ori-
ented industries to promote trade and 
business activities imperative for eco-
nomic development and generation of 
employment opportunities for people of 
the merged tribal districts. He said cer-
tain countries, to serve their ill design, 
could not see peaceful Afghanistan and 
success of the ongoing intra-Afghans 
dialogue. The Prime Minister said the 
enemy was not happy with the KP-Fata 
merger and external inimical forces are 
financing retrogressive forces to deprive 
tribal people of peace and development. 
The Prime Minister said the govern-
ment was constructing border markets 
in merged areas to promote exports and 
trade activities with Afghanistan and 
onward Central Asian Republics (CARs). 
The Prime Minister underlined the need 
for taking effective measures to curb 
smuggling at Pak-Afghan border which 
was affecting legal exports between the 
two countries. In this regard, he said 
Pakistan has fenced Pak-Afghan border, 
which has greatly helped in curbing the 
menace of smuggling. He said Govern-
ment under its mega 10 billion trees 
afforestration project also included 
merged areas and focus would be made 
on planting of olive trees from Bajaur to 
South Waziristan due to its ideal climate 
conditions that would help increase 
ghee oil production and boost country’s 
exports manifolds. The Prime Minister 
said that his government was commit-
ted for uplifting the downtrodden seg-
ment of the society by establishing wel-

fare state in line with Rayast e Madina 
principles. He said Father of the Nation, 
Quaid e Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
and national poet, Dr Allama Muham-
mad Iqbal’s politics and poetry had also 
revolved around a welfare state where 
all communities and people enjoy equal 
rights and socio-economic development. 
He said the government was focused on 
less developed areas including tribal 
districts, Balochistan, Southern Punjab 
including DG Khan, Mianwali and inte-
rior Sindh. The Prime Minister said that 
problems of Karachi were increased due 
to lack of attention and unjust utilization 
of development funds. He said PML-N 
has mainly focused on central Punjab 
by diverting more funds while people of 
Southern Punjab lagged behind in terms 
of socio-economic development. The 
Prime Minister urged the provinces to 
fulfill their commitment regarding allo-
cation of three percent share in NFC for 
speedy development of merged tribal 
districts, adding KP has given its share 
in this regard, which was praiseworthy. 
The Prime Minister said efforts would 
be made to increase funds for merged 
tribal districts and Balochistan. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on Friday had a 
telephonic conversation with President 
Ashraf Ghani during which the two 
leaders exchanged views on the Afghan 
peace process and strengthening of 
Pakistan-Afghanistan bilateral engage-
ment. The prime minister reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s steadfast support to the Af-
ghan peace process and noted the pos-
itive results of those efforts culminating 
in the US-Taliban Peace Agreement and 
the commencement of Intra-Afghan 
Negotiations. He also appreciated the 
steps taken by relevant sides to enable 
the start of Intra-Afghan Negotiations 
in Doha, a statement issued by the PM 
Media Office here said. The prime min-
ister emphasized the importance of all 
Afghan parties working for reduction in 
violence leading to ceasefire. He further 
underscored that all the Afghan stake-
holders must seize the historic oppor-
tunity, and work together to secure an 
inclusive and comprehensive political 
agreement through the Afghan-led and 
Afghan-owed process. He emphasized 
that Pakistan would fully support the 
decisions that the Afghan people would 
take about their future. On the bilater-
al plane, the prime minister underlined 
the importance Pakistan attaches to 
constructive engagement with Afghan-
istan, and to peace, stability and pros-
perity of the Afghan people. He noted 
that the Chairman of Afghan High Coun-
cil for National Reconciliation (HCNR), 
Dr Abdullah Abdullah, would be visiting 
Islamabad next week. The prime minis-
ter also thanked President Ashraf Ghani 
for the invitation extended to him to 
visit Afghanistan and conveyed that he 
would undertake the visit at the earliest 
opportunity. Governor KP, Shah Farman, 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan, Feder-
al Minister for Communication Murad 
Saeed and Federal Minister for Religious 
Affairs, Pir Noorul Haq Qadri besides 
others senior officials were present.

Pakistan, China special 
envoys discuss latest 

status of Afghan peace 
process

China’s Special Envoy for Afghanistan Af-
fairs, Ambassador Liu Jian Friday called 
on Special Representative for Afghani-
stan, Ambassador Muhammad Sadiq and 
discussed the latest status of the Afghan 
peace process.Ambassador Sadiq briefed 
the visiting dignitary on Pakistan’s facil-
itative role in the Afghan peace process, 
a press release issued here by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs said. He remarked 
that start of Intra-Afghan Negotiations 
was an historic opportunity for the Af-
ghan leadership to achieve an inclusive, 
broad-based and comprehensive politi-
cal settlement in Afghanistan. He reiter-
ated Pakistan’s continued support to an 
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned intra-Af-
ghan negotiations. Ambassador Jian ap-
preciated the important and constructive 
role Pakistan has played in the Afghan 
peace process. Both Pakistan and China 
shared the same objective of a peaceful 
and stable Afghanistan. The China’s spe-
cial envoy for Afghanistan Affairs is on 
his maiden visit to Pakistan since assum-
ing office earlier this year.

Dr Abdullah Abdullah to 
arrive on three-day visit

Chairman of the High Council for Nation-
al Reconciliation (HCNR) of Afghanistan 
Dr. Abdullah Abdullah on Monday will 
arrive here on a three-day visit. He will 
be accompanied by a high-level delega-
tion including prominent members of 
the High Council for National Reconcil-
iation. It will be Dr. Abdullah Abdullah’s 
first visit to Pakistan in his capacity as 
Chairman of the High Council for Nation-
al Reconciliation.  During the visit, Dr. Ab-
dullah Abdullah will call on President Dr 
Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and would have interaction with the 
Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani, Speak-
er of the National Assembly Asad Qaisar, 
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi and other dignitaries, For-
eign office spokesperson said in a press 
release on Sunday. Dr Abdullah would 
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also deliver a key-note address at the 
Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
and also have interaction with the media.  
“The visit will provide an opportunity 
for wide-ranging exchange of views on 
the Afghan peace process and strength-
ening of Pakistan-Afghanistan bilateral 
relations and people-to-people interac-
tion,” the press release added. Pakistan 
attaches high importance to its fraternal 
ties with Afghanistan, rooted deep in 
shared history, faith, culture, values and 
traditions. Pakistan fully supported all 
efforts for peace, stability and prosperi-
ty of the Afghan people. The visit of Dr. 
Abdullah Abdullah will contribute to fur-
ther strengthening amity, brotherhood 
and close cooperation between the two 
countries.

FM proposes SAARC 
resource pool, 
region-centric 

approach to fight 
common challenges

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
on Thursday called upon the South Asian 
states to pool resources and adopt a re-
gion-centric approach in jointly address-
ing the common challenges of pandemic, 
food security, locust invasion and climate 
change. “The development needs of the 
people of South Asia can only be ful-
filled by pooling resources and taking a 
regional approach,” the foreign minister 
said in his virtual address to the informal 
meeting of SAARC (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation) Council of 
Ministers on the sidelines of 75th United 
Nations General Assembly, held in New 
York. Qureshi said Pakistan was ready to 
contribute and play its part as SAARC re-
newed its focus to get better prepared for 
the challenges. Being a founding mem-
ber of SAARC, he said Pakistan always 
attached great importance to the forum 
and remained committed to the princi-
ples and objectives of the SAARC Charter. 
He assured that Pakistan would continue 
to play a proactive role towards the suc-
cess of SAARC. The foreign minister said 
as the pandemic exposed weaknesses of 
global healthcare systems, particularly of 
developing countries, it was time to re-
model and develop medical systems. He 
apprised the meeting that taking oppor-
tunity out of challenging situation, Paki-
stan manufactured its first own ventilator 
machine during the pandemic. Pakistan, 
he said, remained successful in contain-
ing the virus by following a comprehen-
sive strategy of “smart lockdowns”, tests, 
tracing and quarantine. “Our efforts in 
finding a balance between lives and live-
lihoods was helpful in mitigating the im-

pact of the pandemic,” he added. Qureshi 
mentioned the provision of state support 
to the vulnerable segments through the 
Prime Minister’s $8 billion relief pack-
age, constituting a one-million volunteer 
youth Task Force and re-employment 
of people through the ambitious 10 
Billion Tree Tsunami projects. He said 
although Pakistan had controlled the 
pandemic within its boundaries, still the 
government believed that a regional ap-
proach was needed to stop the spread of 
COVID-19, and save lives and livelihoods 
of the people of South Asia. He recalled 
Pakistan’s hosting of the SAARC Health 
Ministers’ Video Conference on April 23 
to develop a regional response to fight 
the pandemic, besides providing an op-
portunity for all member states to learn 
from each other’s successes and experi-
ences. He also mentioned Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s appeal for a ‘Global Initia-
tive for Debt Relief’, which, he said, gave 
a fiscal space to the developing countries 
in dealing with the challenge. Similarly, 
he said, to strengthen the resilience of the 
country’s healthcare system, Pakistan 
Preparedness and Response Plan (PPRP) 
worth $ 595 million was launched. He 
said Pakistan remained supportive of 
upgrading the status of active Observer 
countries to Dialogue Partners to ensure 
their contribution for development of the 
region, especially in context of post-pan-
demic economic recovery. Qureshi said 
the SAARC region being a huge consumer 
market offered immense opportunities 
for regional trade in goods, services and 
investment, besides its biggest market of 
human resource and abundant natural 
resources. The foreign minister stressed 
peaceful resolution of outstanding dis-
putes as a prerequisite for achieving de-
velopment, economic growth, poverty al-
leviation and social uplift of the masses. 
He strongly emphasized the importance 
of faithfully following the UN Charter and 
implementing the UN Security Council 
resolutions. “We must strongly condemn 
and oppose any unilateral and illegal 
measures to change the status of disput-
ed territories in violation of UN Security 
Council resolutions,” he added. Such uni-
lateral measures, he said, run counter to 
the shared objective of creating a region-
al environment of amity and cooperation, 
and thus must be opposed resolutely. He 
said the SAARC bodies were established 
to promote regional cooperation among 
member states and warned that any at-
tempt to de-recognize those, would be 
prejudicial to its objectives. In spirit of 
regionalism and as per Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the SAARC platform , he reit-
erated Pakistan’s willingness for hosting 
the 19th SAARC Summit at Islamabad at 
the earliest. “We hope that the artificial 
obstacles created in its way would be 
removed and SAARC would be enabled 
to function as an effective instrument of 
regional cooperation,” he said. The for-
eign minister appreciated Chairperson of 
the SAARC Council of Ministers Pradeep 
Kumar Gyawali, the Foreign Minister of 
Nepal for hosting the Informal session 
and also SAARC Secretary General Esala 
Weerakoon for his contribution for the 
forum.

President Alvi, Turk-
men counterpart dis-

cuss bilateral ties, TAPI 
pipeline project during 

a phone call
 
 President Dr. Arif Alvi and Presiden 
Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov of Turk-
menistan on Friday exchanged views 
on Pakistan-Turkmenistan bilateral re-
lations, implementation of Turkmeni-
stan Afghanistan Pakistan Iran (TAPI) 
Gas Pipeline Project, and TAP Power 
Transmission lines. They exchanged the 
views during a phone call by the Presi-
dent of Turkmenistan to President Alvi. 
According to a press release issued by 
the President’s Media Office, the two 
leaders expressed satisfaction over the 
existing relationship and emphasized 
the need to further strengthen and di-
versify trade, economic and energy co-
operation between the two brotherly 
countries. President Alvi underscored 
the need of early operationalization 
of TAPI project that would go a long 
way in further strengthening bilateral 
relations between the two countries. 
Underlining the significance of China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
the President said that the Corridor 
would boost regional connectivity and 
countries of the region, particularly Af-
ghanistan and Central Asian Republics, 
would tremendously benefit from its 
road and railway infrastructure. He also 
highlighted the importance of Gwadar 
seaport which offered shortest route to 
Turkmenistan and in that regard sug-
gested early finalization of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) on sister 
port relationship between the ports of 
Gwadar and Turkmenbashi. President 
Alvi apprised his Turkmen counterpart 
about Pakistan’s policy of smart lock-
down that successfully contained the 
Corona pandemic. He appreciated the 
remarkable measures taken by the Gov-
ernment of Turkmenistan in curbing the 
spread of the virus. Both sides discussed 
the Afghan peace process and stressed 
the need for early peaceful solution to 
the long-drawn war. The President high-
lighted the brutalities and human rights 
violations being committed by the Indi-
an occupation forces against the inno-
cent population of Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). He 
stated that the international community 
needed to take note of the grave human 
rights situation in the IIOJK to stop India 
from committing human rights viola-
tions in the Valley. .
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W hen we discuss Rus-
sian policy it is im-
portant to mention 
one thing that there 
is a framework of 
official diplomacy 

which is represented by strategies and 
negotiation processes with various 
players. But at the same time, we see 
the action of real politics and no one can 
provide a clear forecast even within the 
expert community inside Russia. The 
fact is that the decision-making process 
here is a rather specific procedure and 
it is different from European countries, 
Pakistan and the United States. The 
analysis and the recommendations on 
events happening in the specific coun-
tries specifically in the Middle East are 
traditionally prepared at a high level by 
taking into account the opinions of pro-
fessionals from different communities, 
academic researchers, and also at the 
diplomatic level. However, the interest 
of these communities may not coincide 
and the final decision is always made 
in the presidential administration. This 
is not affected by business interest or 
the assessment of the foreign ministry 
of Russia. I want to share my person-
al experience when I participated in 
the roundtable on the first TV channel. 
This was a big channel of Russia and 
we discussed the question of whether 
Russia should provide military assis-

tance to Syria or not. When the debate 
started, I expressed the idea that it is 
important to give attention to geopo-
litical factors and there is need for a 
strategy to protect Russia far from its 
borders in the context of the growing 
terrorist street. All other experts on the 
panel were against this idea and they 
spoke of the importance of political 
support, economic aid, and diplomatic 
negotiation but strongly opposed mil-
itary involvement. The very next day 
Kremlin was decided to provide mil-
itary assistance to Syria which began 
a new era of Russia presence in the 
Middle East. Then the Defense Minister 
Sergeyshoigu directly convinced Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to conduct military 
operation and however at that time the 
synchronization of assessments pre-
sented a picture according to which 
Russia’s actions will be very different.
One of the important points that in-
fluenced Russia’s new role was the 
emergence of apolitical vacuum in the 
region which Moscow began to fill with 
its vision of the situation. It’s import-
ant to note that Russia has been able 
to maintain constructive relations with 
almost all parties of the middle-eastern 
conflicts, Israel-Palestine, Sunni and 
Shia sects, keeping contacts with tur-
key and Kurds, and also Iran and Arab 
monarchies of the gulf. Iran is partici-
pating under special conditions into 

Russia has been able to 
maintain constructive rela-
tions with all parties of the 

middle-eastern conflicts, 
Israel-Palestine, Sunni and 

Shia sects,turkey and Kurds, 
and also Iran and Arab 
monarchies of the gulf.
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the Eurasian economic union and now 
Israel may also join under special con-
ditions. Eurasian economic union was 
interested but Russia was not engaged 
with duties or obligations as the Unit-
ed States. So, Russia has a kind of op-
portunity to have a free manures in the 
Middle East and now the situation is 
more complicated than before because 
more actors would like to reorganize 
geopolitical space and to project power 
on fragile states. In my opinion, Russia 
is going to wait and see how to react to 
new events and developments. At the 
same time, Moscow will keep its pres-
ence in the region. On the recent meet-
ing of Russian diplomats and scholars 
special envoy for the Middle East and 
Africa, Mr Baghdad has an opinion that 
the Israeli-Palestinian settlement re-
mains a key issue for resolving all con-
flicts in the region and the creation of 
sovereign Palestine state and based on 
the activity of Palestine liberation or-
ganization must be implemented. I be-
lieve it’s a very clear message and kind 
of continuation of diplomatic track that 
Russia supported for decades and we 
can see the formation of new alliances 
in the region. These can significantly 
change the situation we have been ob-
serving.
On their one hand, there is the turkey 
cutter axis which supports the Muslim 
brotherhood and related organizations 
involved in the military conflict in Syr-
ia and Libya and Iraq and on the other 
hand, we see the projection of Iran’s in-
terest which cause a reaction from the 
gulf countries. Saudi Arabia no longer 
represents regional hegemony as its 
conflict in Yemen shows its vulnerabil-
ity. The emirates are adapting the new 
conditions and have made an unprece-
dented decision to establish diplomatic 
ties with Israel and with the support 
of the United States, other regional 
countries may follow and the next up 
in Bahrain. All eyes are now upon the 
next meeting of the organization of Is-
lamic cooperation where this issue can 
be hashed up and the very least estab-
lishing ties with Israel destroys previ-
ous agreements on Palestine, a special 
idea to place embassies in Jerusalem, 
and this could lead to a new multi-lev-
el crisis. Turkey already uses political 
rhetoric around this issue in addition 
to the local actors where major play-
ers are the European Union and China 
which have an active policy there. The 
European Union has traditionally used 
European network hood policy and 
till now have a south partnership that 
covers 10 countries in North Africa and 
the Middle East, Algeria, Egypt, Israel, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Pal-
estine, Tunisia, and Syria.
All of them are ex-European colonies 
and in my opinion anti-colonialism of 
Quraysh will be next coming up with 
the strategies of any kind of revolu-
tionary movement in the Middle East 
or also an apolitical philosophical lev-
el during the geopolitical changes and 
turbulence. There’s still no consensus 

between moderates and fundamental-
ists that is also interesting to see how 
it will be developed and from the per-
spective of political vacuum, a unipolar 
moment of United States is over and 
Russia and China come in the Middle 
East but they are not acting like gigan-
tic powers and that is very important. 
They are acting like a partner or a kind 
of new actor a new old actor in the re-
gion. For example, Russia is involved in 
providing security and everyone sees 
that Russia has much more to offer 
than the United States in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. China may be a kind of eco-
nomic partner and to push economic 
progress in Middle Eastern countries. I 
have no clue what the European Union 
can propose to Middle Eastern coun-
tries because they mostly run secular 
policy in many European countries. 
There are anti-Islamic movements and 
the new liberal agenda of the European 
Union is not supported in the tradition-
al countries of the Middle East. Maybe, 
they will build elements of economic 
cooperation but there we see an op-
portunity of new construction of the 
region under new conditions.
We are critical about Israeli-Emirates 
organizations on the diplomatic level, 
the leadership and the bureaucracy are 
drawing idea about what exactly to do 
in the region like how to practice Ara-
bic customs, Islamic philosophy and 
how they should be implemented in 
the regional policy. From this perspec-
tive, Middle East can be presented like 
new political poll and a new emerging 
big space and together with European 
countries, Russia, Iran, China, India and 
other regions it seems like there is an 
emergence of multi-polarity. There is 
a good development in the region with 
the help of the external players and 
I think that some theoretical frames 
about possible future conflicts are 
artificial and there is a possibility to 
avoid any mishap in the region in the 
future. The critics are seeing the joint 
statement between China and Russia at 
the shanghai cooperation organization 
as the beginning of a Sino-Russian al-
liance and it will bring to the shaping 
of the Middle Eastern region. There 
have also been discussions on the Mid-
dle-eastern investments in Russia and 

the recent battle over oil production 
between Russia and Saudi Arabia.
Firstly the developments with china 
are not something new. There has been 
the first declaration between the two 
on multi-polarity and they provided 
it to the United Nations in 1993. Then 
they have bilateral ties and cooperation 
and also there are projects which are 
developing the ties in many senses like 
in the military, political and economic, 
and so on. Shanghai cooperation orga-
nization is more of a Chinese project 
than Russia and it’s also backyard in a 
possible global conflict with the Unit-
ed States and both Beijing and Mos-
cow understand it very well. So they 
both need each other for cooperation. 
Secondly, about the agreement with 
the Gulf countries, there is a segment 
protocol with Saudi Arabia. It’s not a 
kind of contract about investments but 
some new approaches. There are also 
discussions on possible arm deals with 
Saudi Arabia and I think that Russia 
opened to cooperate with many coun-
tries. There are a few platforms for 
cooperation with regional actors and 
Turkey is also there. In my opinion and 
it is official position that Russia will be 
a continuing policy of non-interference 
into domestic affairs of the countries 
but step-by-step Russia is interested 
in developing different levels of coop-
eration and the recent visit of Vladi-
mir Putin to Emirates is also a kind of 
confirmation that Russia is open for 
cooperation with different countries. 
There are some good achievements in 
cooperation with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran but there is a need to do much 
more with Arabic countries of the re-
gion.
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Today, when we look back, 
we can see how far we have 
traveled in terms of tech-
nology. There was a time 
when we have no automo-
biles, communication net-

works, and any other system to con-
nect with our loved ones. As humans 
progressed we got many ways of trans-
portation and communication. We still 
remember the size of the mobiles when 
they were launched. It was the size of a 
medium box with some 
small buttons to pro-
cess it. Now the new age 
phones have evolved 
into some sleek designs 
and powerful perfor-
mance. These days we 
have so many options 
available that a person 
who needs a new phone 
might get confused 
about what to buy. Tech-
nology is expanding at 
a reckless speed and as 
the networks of tele-
communication grew, 
the customers changed 
their ways to deal with 
their devices. Earli-
er it gave us 2G which 
provided a room for unlimited voice 

calls. Later this technology became 
3G which made its customers try in-
ternet browsing. After years, 4G tech-
nology was introduced which opened 
the doors of live streaming, advanced 
applications, streaming unlimited vid-
eos, gaming, and much more. It doesn’t 
stop here. There are claims that greed 
is human nature which is apparently 
true. Humans never get satisfied with 
something less and they always need 
more. The same happens with technol-

ogy. The hunger for getting fast speed 

internet and a digital lifestyle is grow-
ing by each passing day. 
This new age belongs to smartphones. 
Every other person today has a smart-
phone which ultimately has become a 
part of their personalities. From surf-
ing to shopping, content creation to 
gaming, influencing to mobile bank-
ing, every single thing today resides 
at the fingertips of the users. Today, 
a major population of the world has 
become online and for them, LTE and 

4G are just not enough. 5G 
data when will be combined 
with the 5G devices, it will 
change the status of the 
telecommunication indus-
try. 5G mobile networks are 
going to play a vital role in 
digitalizing the economies 
and societies. The digital 
transformation lies at the 
heart of GCC counties that 
are aiming to escalate their 
economies, deliver effec-
tive services to the public, 
and enhance sustainable 
growth. Some countries like 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the 
UAE recently launched the 
5G networks which have 
set the stage for the region’s 

revolution in the telecommunication 
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sector. The network operators in these 
countries along with some others are 
going to be enlisted among the first 
ones to install 5G networks.
This innovation and advancement in 
technology have not been done fort-
night. A lot of effort and hard work 
have given this result. The proactive 
government along with their business 
alliances in the global telecom indus-
try played a significant role in develop-
ing the 5G system faster than anyone 
would have ever expected. The am-
bitions of these GCC nations to install 
a large-scale network of 5G are inter-
locked with China’s hi-tech king Hua-
wei which is in a competition to find 
the market share for smartphones. But 
the expansion of these ties between the 
two has certain blocks in their way. In 
recent times, US efforts to hinder Hua-
wei’s expansion has been the major 
impediment. However, they will find a 
way out and provide the customer the 
faster network services. 
The installation of 5G networks will 
provide facilities in cloud gaming, safe 
city projects like CCTV cams and will 
act as an anchor for many applications.
The second least available mobile ser-
vices are found in the Middle East and 
the North African region. Although, in 
2017 it was estimated that till 2025 
this region will have the fastest growth 
of subscribers than any other region. 
The usage of broadband and smart-
phones is highest in the Gulf markets. 
It is because the government is focus-
ing on other sectors that can help them 
in raising the economy. As the Gulf 
countries have oiled-based economies, 
the governments are planning to move 
away from these and invest on a larger 
scale to upgrade the infrastructure and 
other digital projects. The leadership 
realizes that the digital transformation 
by the use of innovative technologies 
can be a game-changer for national 
development. In October 2018, it was 
estimated that 5G is going to generate 
revenue of $273 billion for the next de-
cade.
The operators in these countries are 
rushing to provide advanced broad-
band services while they aim to intro-
duce the applications at the second 
stage. To ease their path, they have 
been moving at a fast pace from their 

earlier trials to its commercialization. 
Back in 2017, when Qatar celebrated 
its National Day, the initial trials of 5G 
services were completed by Ooredoo. 
With the gap of several months, a Na-
tional 5G Task Force was established 
by Saudi Arabia to monitor, set goals 
and see the factors that impede the 
development of 5G services. At the be-
ginning of May 2018, many tests and 
trial licenses were issued by the Sau-
di Communications and Information 
Technology Commission (CITC). Just 
after a few weeks, Al Khobar became 
the first-ever city to test a 5G network 
in the Middle Eastern region. From 
May to June 2018, Etisalat in the UAE, 
Ooredoo in Qatar, STC in Saudi Arabia, 
and Zain in Kuwait launched the 5G 
services in their respective markets. 
Last June has witnessed some of the 
great developments in the telecommu-
nication sector in the region. The Saudi 
Telecom Company (STC) announce to 
officially launch the wireless 5G ser-
vices along with its other company in 
Kuwait which is VIVA. The Saudi air-
line’s inaugural flight was operated to 
the Neom Bay airport which is the first 
airport to use the 5G wireless services 
in the entire region. The first company 
to launch commercial 5G in Bahrain 
was Batelco. As soon as the services of 
5G networks started to come online, 
the markets begun to get hit by the 
launch of the new 5G enabled smart-

phones. The latest devices are avail-
able in the different malls of Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi, and Kuwait. The Arab world has 
paved its way for future developments 
and innovations and to ensure that the 
quality services should be provided to 
its citizens. As the Head of Spectrum, 
GSMA once said that if we will take 
the right steps to aid the release of the 
spectrum on time then it will ensure 
that our nations will be among the first 
in the world in offering the 5G services 
to its population. 
UAE also ranked first in the Arab world 
to adopt Artificial Intelligence (AI). 
The Middle Eastern region is going to 
gain $320 billion from Artificial Intel-
ligence by the end of 2030. It is going 
to be a game-changer for the global 
economy. For the Gulf, endless oppor-
tunities are awaiting. The world is rap-
idly inclining towards Artificial Intelli-
gence. This is an early stage and there 
is room for the region to become an in-
tegral part of this global agenda. More 
opportunities are untapped but can 
contribute greatly to economic devel-
opment. Arab countries are investing 
heavily in AI technologies. Businesses 
in these countries are supported by the 
government to adopt innovation which 
will ultimately result in a rise in over-
all GDP. The following graph is going 
to give an idea that what GDP the Arab 
countries will have by the end of 2030. 
In a nutshell, the GCC countries 
should focus more on the technolo-
gy and innovation other than their 
oil markets. As they have been work-
ing aggressively but successfully on 
becoming the first countries in the 
world to launch 5G in collaboration 
with a foreign company like China’s 
Huawei but US-China rift is untam-
able as the US has posed a serious 
threat from China’s technology.The 
US has prevented its allies from us-
ing Chinese devices. This impedes 
the development of the Arab world. If 
the Arab world continued to work on 
Artificial Intelligence, digital trans-
formation, and innovation, the day 
will come when they will be least de-
pendent on their oil.
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The novel coronavirus also 
known as COVID-19 had an 
impact on a larger scale which 
is why it had been declared as 
a global pandemic. This not 

only created a health crisis worldwide 
but also challenged our daily 
routine. It threatened the popu-
lation by its transmission and 
made people take the safety 
measures seriously. The most 
important factor which hin-
dered its transmission was so-
cial distancing. The novel virus 
refrained people from doing 
what the humans do but slowly 
its graph started coming down. 
Today, half of the world has 
come out of the crisis by follow-
ing the safety measures but ma-
jorly by practicing social dis-
tancing. People across the globe 
had been cursing and blaming China for 
the spread of the virus. Also, the Chi-
nese living in other countries faced ha-
rassment as people called them names. 
But, how can we forget where it all 
started. A man decided to eat an infec-
tious bat because he wasn’t happy with 
the dinner made at home and it was not 
his favorite dish. This decision of dinner 

became the worst nightmare of the 
global health community. The first case 
was reported on November 17, 2019, in 
Wuhan, China. Later, it traveled along 
with the travelers to every corner of the 
world.There is a majority that still has 
no idea what this novel virus does and 
what particular organ it attacks. The in-

formation about this disease is essen-
tial to save our lives and the lives of our 
society. As the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) mentioned that this virus 
belongs to the family which causes ill-
nesses including mild cold, severe prob-
lems like breathing issues. This virus 
causes acute respiratory syndrome 
(SARS) and also the Middle East respi-

ratory syndrome (MERS). It is claimed 
that these viruses exist in animals but 
they are capable of being transmitted 
from animals to humans. There is a va-
riety among them. Some get transmit-
ted to humans and some stay in animals 
but don’t infect humans. This novel vi-
rus is the seventh known in the virus 

family which affects humans. 
The transmission of this virus 
from one person to another 
made it a global pandemic. Ini-
tial symptoms include fever, 
cough, and difficulty in breath-
ing. These are mild symptoms. 
In the worst case, it causes 
pneumonia, failure of multiple 
organs, and ultimately, death.
The incubation period of this 
virus ranges from 10 to 14 
days. It can be transferred to 
the other person before the 
symptoms appear in the other 
person. Another issue is that 

some people remain asymptomatic 
which means they have a virus in their 
body but do not display any symptoms. 
That is how it became alarming for the 
world. This global health crisis has 
made the human race learn many les-
sons. COVID taught us how intercon-
nected our lives are that no one is safe 
until every other person is safe. The 
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only strategy that can succeed during 
these times is standing in solidarity can 
not only save lives but also the econom-
ic impacts the virus will bring. Being 
hopeful and positive is going to bring 
you some peace of mind otherwise the 
24/7 media reporting is going to make 
you sick even if you are absolutely good. 
People around the world have joined 
hands to help create a better future and 
inspire other people to bring positivity 
in their particular society. The world is 
rushing for the cure and there has been 
research conducted worldwide for a 
vaccine to cut of this virus from its 
roots. Production of a safe, effective, 
and reliable vaccine is grueling. There 
are extremely high risks that are being 
taken by scientists to discover a vaccine 
against this virus. Billions of dollars 
have been spent globally and scientists 
are working tirelessly to discover a vac-
cine in the shortest time possible. Some 
studies suggest that it takes approxi-
mately 17 years to find research evi-
dence for clinical studies. In the current 
pandemic which has paused everyone’s 
life, it is impossible to weight for a de-
cade or two. Considering this, the medi-
cal researchers have paced up the pro-
cess that research that could normally 
take years is conducted in months. We 
often find a small ray of hope in the 
darkest times which helps us coming 
out of that zone. The scientific experts 
and the people with great knowledge 
about the vaccine developments have 
highlighted how dangerous and reck-
less this rush could be. According to 
them, it doesn’t matter how promising a 
vaccine maybe, but if it is released at its 
premature stage, it will do harm than 
doing any good.As the world rushes to 
find a vaccine to cure the disease, every 
region is trying to come first in this race. 
This aforementioned race can bring the 
worst consequences. The race for the 
COVID-19 vaccine also runs through the 
Middle East where every other country 
wants to be the first one to launch the 
cure. The region has also become a 
player in the global race in finding a 
cure for COVID-19. The New York Times 
coronavirus tracker suggests that more 
than 135 vaccines are not in the clinical 
trials, 18 vaccines have entered Phase I 
trials, 12 vaccines are in Phase II trials 
and seven vaccines are in Phase III of 
their trials. The fastest among these 
countries has been Saudi Arabia. It is 
going to launch the third phase of clini-
cal trials on more than 5000 people. 
The country is working in a close alli-
ance with a Chinese company named 
CanSino Biologics Inc. As published in 
The Lancet, the results of the first trial 
revealed that the vaccine is safe and de-
veloped strong immune response in pa-
tients in the second phase.  The disease 
brought volatility in the oil business 
and a shock to economic growth. The 
healthcare industry of Saudi Arabia is 
going to grow at least 8.8% in 2020 
which is $16.1 billion. In 2020, KSA is 
going to develop certain sectors like 

Pharmaceuticals and biotech, medical 
technology and imaging, and IT. The 
medical technology and pharmaceuti-
cal markets of KSA are dependent on 
imports. 16.4% of the country’s budget 
is spent on the health and social sector 
and it is the world’s third-largest share 
as of this year. This year is going to be a 
reality check for KSA on the National 
Transformation Program which is a 
part of Saudi Vision 2030. Their priori-
ties in the health sector include enhanc-
ing the role of the private sector by join-
ing them with the 
healthcare services 
which the govern-
ment provides. 
They also aim at in-
creasing public-pri-
vate participation, 
working on the new 
healthcare mod-
ules, and other sup-
port services. The 
increased invest-
ment in healthcare 
IT and medical devices along with Arti-
ficial Intelligence efficiently will play a 
major role in its performance. After this 
investment, KSA will still be at the top 
by having the largest share in the 
healthcare market in the Middle East-
ern region. This will increase the de-
mand for research-based drugs, diag-
nostics, digital solutions, and other 
Medicare services.Coronavirus has 
boosted the digital transformation in 
KSA by implementing the telemedicine 
services. The country is strengthening 

its telemedicine services and it will be-
come an excellent opportunity for in-
vestment in the coming years. It has 
adopted approximately 70% of the 
Telehealth services and 34% of the phy-
sicians use AI for the diagnosis of differ-
ent diseases. If the state continues to 
focus on wellness and preventive care 
then there would be a shift in the invest-
ment towards the non-hospital setting. 
As the government is focusing on the 
privatization, the number of public sec-
tor hospitals will elevate to 120 by the 

end of this year. The 
leadership is also 
planning to spend 
more on diabetes and 
other disorders and 
their screenings. This 
means that KSA will 
soon become a brand-
ed pharmaceutical 
manufacturing hub of 
the Middle Eastern re-
gion. In a nutshell, ev-
ery pandemic comes 

to teach some lessons. This pandemic 
has surely taught KSA to invest more in 
technology for the coming generations 
to have the best available healthcare 
services. The production of local drugs 
and technology along with privatiza-
tion will help the government in the 
treatment of mild as well as chronic dis-
orders at home. Saudi Arabia along 
with China is on the verge of the third 
phase of the trial and humanity prays 
for the cure to reach them as soon as 
possible. 
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TRAVE;

The Tourism industry has strug-
gled in the last couple of years 
and has become a privilege for 
the nations. It has been a boon 
for countries that have no oth-

er alternative to boost up their economy. 
This means that the countries that have 
no resources, then it will drastically es-
calate their economy if they invest and 
focus on their tourism industry. The 
economy is one of the significant factors 
affected by this industry. The tourists 
coming to the host state will inspire the 
natives to get to know about their social, 
cultural, environmental, and economic 
perspectives in a close manner. The in-
dustry provides significant opportuni-
ties for employment to the natives. This 
plays a vital role in the development of a 
certain area. The expanded tourist activ-
ities will provide the inhabitants with a 

better living style with a good turnover. 
To escalate the tourist movement in a 
particular region, it is important to look 
after their fundamental requirements in 
which the security is at the top. If it has 
not been managed and planned proper-
ly, it will have the reverse impact with 
negative outcome. Strengthened tourism 
industry brings in new investments for 
multiple sectors including infrastruc-
ture, transport, and small businesses. 
Recently, it has been seen that the UAE 
has become a great tourist destination in 
the Middle Eastern region. It has become 
a magnet for tourists with a record num-
ber every year. It all dates back to the 
four decades when the UAE unified sev-
en emirates. From that on, UAE strived 
to promote tourism and it has succeeded 
in making it a leading tourist destination 
in the world. The development of infra-

structure, luxurious hotels, airports, air-
lines that have a big name today like Eti-
had and Emirates, shopping malls, and 
tall building have been a source of at-
traction for the tourists across the globe. 
The most visited place all these years is 
none other than Dubai for its luxurious 
lifestyle, Grand and tall building, fast and 
unfathomable development. It is one of 
the emirates that unified the UAE. It is 
situated in the east of the Arabian Pen-
insula and is in the southwest of the Ara-
bian Gulf. Moreover, it is known for its 
fabulous coastline, gold colour deserts, 
and bright sunshine. Dubai has become a 
great tourist destination and that is what 
the statistics tell. As far as the numbers 
are concerned, there were 15.93 million 
overnight tourists to visit Dubai back 
then in 2018. This number was 14.9 mil-
lion in 2016. Last year, this number grew 
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by 5.1 per cent, which means Dubai host-
ed 16.73 million tourists in 2019. This 
year it has a target of 20 million tourists 
which is still short. Once it was a small 
hub for trade and today it has become a 
host for international travellers because 
they worked, planned, and managed to 
develop the infrastructure and market to 
cater to the needs of its guests. Dubai’s 
rapid progress and advancement is the 
reason it made to the list of top presti-
gious and popular tourist destinations. 
It has always welcomed tourists warmly 
and let them visit their shores to experi-
ence what the most popular destination 
has to offer them. However, there is one 
important thing, which is the responsi-
bility of the tourists to be considerate 
and sensitive towards the Islamic val-
ues that are practiced by the majority 
in Dubai. So, with permission to enter 
and gain experience for a lifetime, also 
comes the huge responsibility to be a 
good tourist. It is not only for Dubai but 
also for whenever a tourist travels to any 
country, he needs to maintain the dignity 
of the core values the host has. No oth-
er city can match it in its extravagance. 
Summing all the praise, it is a city of 
superlatives. Some great adjectives can 
very well describe its beauty along with 
its qualities. One cannot only opt for a 
solo trip but also a family trip. This city 
is the epitome of opulence among some 
of the greatest cities on earth. There is 
no doubt that people horde its shores for 
entertainment but what exactly makes 
them visit this city year after year? Let 
us unfold the top five reasons to visit 
Dubai. The Tall Structures Dubai holds 
some records for its magnificent struc-
tures like Burj Khalifa and Al Arab. The 
stunning tall buildings add to its beau-
ty, which attracts the tourists globally. 
The immensely tall buildings at night 
seem like all the stars from the sky have 
reached earth. The leadership in Dubai 
is highly ambitious and for them, the sky 
is the limit, literally. With the help of in-
novative minds and advancements, they 
have come a long way. As Sheikh Mo-
hammed rightly said that we don’t wait 
for things to happen in Dubai but we 
make them happen. The city is enriched 
with the traditional Arab culture. A his-
toric place that attracts many tourists is 
the Dubai Museum. It is one of the city’s 
oldest structures and consists of beauti-
ful handicrafts with stories behind. Con-
trarily, the tallest building of the world 
‘Burj Khalifa’ gives travellers a glance of 
how modern and advance the city has 
become in the past couple of years. 

Hotels 
 The city welcomes millions of visitors 
every year. For their smooth stay, sev-
eral grand and luxurious hotels to pro-
vide them with a five to seven-star ser-
vices. There are some other affordable 
options as well but it depends on the 
visitor where they want to lodge. You 
have a variety to choose and lodge ac-
cording to your taste. The city has ho-
tels facing the water as well as moun-
tains and a phenomenal coastline. 

These hotels are one of the top reasons 
for visitors to visit the city every year

Best Shopping
As it is mentioned previously that Dubai 
has the largest shopping malls, which 
means they can incorporate a large num-
ber of tourists to shop at the same time. 
The shopping facilities of the city are re-
nowned across the globe. The malls have 
beautiful architecture and have almost 
every brand outlet from where you can 
shop according to your likes. The gold of 
the emirates is also well known world-
wide. One can shop from the gold mar-
kets, which offer not only gold but also 
platinum, diamonds and silver at com-
paratively low prices. If the shopping is 
tax-free then what should one ask for? 

Therefore, the city’s shopping malls and 
markets are a good reason to visit this 
charismatic side of the globe. 

Adventure
Dubai has to offer something to every-
one. It is a hub of entertainment. Be-
fore planning to come, tike a box from 
your bucket list and get it done in this 
city. It has a lot to offer; from skydiving 
to hot air balloon adventure, from surf-
ing to safari rides, you have to make 
a list of what comes first. You can try 
skydiving with the team in Dubai and 
can have an experience for a lifetime. 
You can also opt to see the vast dunes 
and the aerial view of the Dubai Desert 
by riding a hot air balloon. If you like 
to be grounded and do not like flying, 
a desert safari ride is for you. You can 
also explore underwater adventures in 
the Dubai Aquarium and Atlantis Wa-
terpark. Ski Dubai is the first indoor ski 
resort of the Middle East and it overs 
snowboarding and other adventures 
with a perfect ambience. If you want 
an adrenaline rush during your adven-
tures, Dubai is the destination for you. 

Food
Dubai is culturally enriched as people 
of different nationalities having differ-
ent cultures come and stay. They do not 
come alone but they also bring their food 
with them. Visitors from across the globe 
visit the city to spoil their taste buds 
with different kinds of food. The flavours 
that dominate this city comes from those 
who are active in trade in this country. 
The spices that are significant in any 
Emirati food are cardamom, cinnamon, 
and saffron. If you are a food lover or a 
blogger, you will get a huge variety to ex-
plore. Dubai has enormously contribut-
ed to the Emirati economy which is why 
it has developed at such a fast pace. For 
a country to raise its economic numbers, 
they have to work on the sectors that 
are beneficial and can get good revenue. 
If you love travelling and love exploring 
different cultures, the city is then wait-
ing for you. The aforementioned details 
might interest you to book your trip to-
day to this dazzling and loud city. For a 
quick escape from your boring routine, 
plan your trip to visit some shores for 
relaxation. 



Grand Slam 
Tennis is Alive!

There were no fans, there were no 
qualies, juniors or mixed doubles, but 
given all the challenges that the US 
Open faced this year, particularly as 
they planned this event while New 
York was functioning as the world’s 
coronavirus epicenter, it’s important 
to make note of how massive a win it 
was to have tennis back on the Grand 
Slam stage again.Players came, earned 
hefty paychecks, and produced a very 
high level of tennis (again, given all the 
challenges that they were facing). Was 
it perfect? Of course not! Were there 
some issues, like the controversy that 
surrounded Guido Pella, Hugo Dellien 
and Benoit Paire? Yes. But in the end 
the US Open and USTA did everything 
it possibly could to ensure the safety 
of the public and the players, and the 
show did go on.In the end it was a big 
success under extremely difficult cir-
cumstances and we are grateful to the 
powers that be for pulling it off.

Thiem’s Time?
Dominic Thiem has worked extremely 
hard to put himself in a position to win 

Grand Slam titles in an era that has not 
provided many opportunities to rising 
forces of the game. That’s why it was 
incredibly gratifying to see Thiem fol-
low through on all his promise and 
find a way to defeat Alexander Zverev 
in the final on Sunday. In the first two 
sets it was obvious that Thiem wanted 
it too much. He was a deer in the head-
lights, frozen at the moment when he 
needed to be sprinting with purpose. 
But never mind that, because Thiem 
found a way, and he did it in unprec-
edented fashion, becoming the first 
player to rally from two sets down in 
a US Open final and the first player to 
win a US Open final in a fifth-set tie-
break.No asterisk on this title run for 
Thiem, and it will likely be the first of 
many on the Grand Slam stage for the 
Austrian.

Osaka is a Pillar 
of Quiet Strength
Seven masks, seven victories and an-
other chapter is added to the legacy 
of Naomi Osaka’s career. At 22, the 
Japanese star is already a lock to be a 
Hall of Famer, but it’s not the numbers 
that impress—it’s the character and 
her ability to deliver under pressure 
with stoic serenity that belies her age. 
Osaka’s title run will go down as a true 
triumph on many levels, it wasn’t just 
about tennis for Osaka, it was about 
finding her voice and taking a stand 
for something bigger than tennis that 
connected most people to her incred-
ible run.

Vika’s back!
How amazing was it to see Victoria 
Azarenka carrying the type of swag-
ger that defined her years at No.1 and 
her two major titles back in the day? 
Who knows why it took so long for the 
Belarusian to find her missing mojo—
she’s been through a lot in her person-
al life to be sure—but now that she has 
hit that level, one wonders if there will 
be a confidence carry-over and more 
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success from the 31-year-old. She’s an 
inspiration in more ways than one, but 
it would sure be nice if Azarenka can 
continue to inspire with her results for 
at least a few more years.

Mom’s Rule!
Three moms in the quarterfinals and 
a mom-v-mom clash in the semis be-
tween Victoria Azarenka and Serena 
Williams. Full credit to the WTA—with 
an assist from both Azarenka and Wil-
liams— for making their workplace 
more friendly to mothers over the last 
few years (a rule change gave mothers 
three years of protected ranking from 
the date of the birth of their child). 
That makes it easier for a player like 
TsvetanaPironkova to return from the 
sidelines straight into a Slam draw. In 
this case it worked out tremendously, 
as Pironkova was one of the biggest 
stories of the tournament.There were 
nine mothers in the women’s sin-
gles draw, five of which won at least 
a round, and 36-year-old mom Vera 
Zvonareva took the doubles title for 
good measure.

Canada’s men 
are on the move

Without Bianca Andreescu in New 
York to defend her title it was up to 
the Canadian men to take center stage. 
And they did just that at the US Open. 
Three men reached the round of 16 at 
a Slam for the first time ever and Denis 
Shapovalov became the first Canadian 
to ever reach the quarterfinals at the 
US Open, snapping a run of 12 straight 
round of 16 losses for Canadian men in 
New York.

Novak Missed a 
Big Chance

The World No.1 is doing his best to put 
what happened in New York behind 
him, and he’ll have to do it quickly with 
Roland Garros set to start in less than 
two weeks, but it has to be tough for 
Djokovic, who was the heaviest of fa-
vorites in New York, and playing with 
purpose through Cincinnati and his 
first week at the US Open. His shock 
default was a devastating thing to have 
happen on many levels. You only get to 
play four Slams a year, and when you’re 
33, there’s no telling how many more 
chances Djokovic will have to win ma-
jors. He’ll likely have quite a few, but 

it’s never good to miss one, especially 
one that was seemingly his to lose.
Ah, well, he lost it—time to move on.

Don’t judge the 
week before a 

Grand Slam too 
critically during 

a pandemic
Dominic Thiem was blasted off the 
court by Filip Krajinovic in his first 
match at the Western and Southern 
Open. Naomi Osaka pulled out of the fi-
nal at the same event with a hamstring 
injury. Both went on to win the title, 
despite our dire predictions. Let’s all 
be careful how we judge what happens 
in Rome this week.

Jennifer Brady 
could be a differ-
ence maker for 

American tennis
Is it too early to predict a Top 5 rank-
ing for Jennifer Brady? Perhaps, but 
she has inspired such predictions with 
her breakout performance at the 2020 
US Open. She reached the semifinals 
without dropping a set and nearly beat 
Naomi Osaka at her own game when 
she got there, in what was the match of 
the tournament (and one of the match-
es of the year). There’s a reason the 
punditry is raving about the 25-year-
old, and we can’t wait to see what she 
can do for an encore.

Serena’s Still in 
the Game

Credit to Serena Williams, who will 

turn 39 just before Roland Garros this 
year, for still wanting to be out there 
chasing the dream. She performed 
admirably in New York, despite an ex-
tremely difficult draw. Sloane Stephens 
in the third round, followed by Maria 
Sakkari in the round of 16? That’s no 
fun for anybody. Williams couldn’t get 
past Azarenka in the semis (her fourth 
straight three-setter) but the 2020 US 
Open shows that Williams is in there 
with a fighting chance when it comes 
to winning major title No.24. If she can 
get a few breaks from the draw gods, 
it would certainly help here. Maybe 
that’s what it will take for Williams to 
win another major, but if you’re asking 
us if the window is still open for Wil-
liams at the Slams, our answer is an 
emphatic yes.
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The 2020 US Open is in the books, 
with Naomi Osaka and Dominic 

Thiem taking home the singles titles. 
Vera Zvonareva and Laura Siege-

mund took the women’s doubles title, 
while Mate Pavic and Bruno Soares 

took the men’s doubles.
There were six wheelchair winners 

crowned as well:
Wheelchair men’s singles: Shingo 

Kunieda
Wheelchair women’s singles: Diede 

De Groot
Wheelchair men’s doubles: Alfie 

Hewett and Gordon Reid
Wheelchair women’s doubles: YuiKa-

miji and JordanneWhiley
Quad singles: Sam Schroder

Quad doubles: Dylan Alcott and 
Andy Lapthorne

          By:Chris Oddo || Voice of 
Tennis Now



ARABIC 
FOOD 

CULTURE
From the Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf, from the Mediterranean Sea to the Sahara Desert and stretches to the 
Arab peninsula narrates the story of the Middle East and North Africa’s culture. The tradition of common linguis-
tic and culture unite the Arabic people from every territory with different ancestral origins. Climatic condition for 
eternity has a great influence on culture and food habits. North Africa includes Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Tunisia, 
Morocco and Mali. The Northern portion enjoys the Mediterranean climate, whereas the southern parts are dry and 
desert region. Middle East consists of Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Yemen, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Jordan, Israel, Kuwait, Lebanon, Qatar, Oman, Bahrain and Cyprus. Here as well the few regions enjoy the Med-
iterranean climate and few parts are dry and desert. The Middle East and North Africa have their own cultural and 
culinary traditions and Islamic religious taboos have a great impact on the food culture. People living in the Middle 
East and North Africa mainly Muslims and share the same Arabic language. They strongly believe in Islamic law and 
lead their life on the verse of their holy book, the Quran. According to their believes they only eat meat which is con-
sidered as ritually clean by slaughtering them in a holy process known as halal, the meat which is not halal referred 
as death (mayyit) and its forbidden to eat. Muslims are forbidden to eat anything which is produced by swine, and 
therefore pork is banned in the Arabic countries. Arabic cuisine has a strong influence on the combined flavour of 
Mediterranean and Indian food. In most of the food, we will find Onion, mint, rice, sesame, cinnamon, curry powder, 
yoghurt, garlic, Indian spices, zucchini, parsley, green pepper, green beans, tomatoes and variety of vegetables. This 
cuisine consists of many ingredients which generally are not common in American or in European cuisine, like feta 
cheese, sesame seed oil, olive, lentil soup, dates. The preparation method of Arabic cuisine consists of lots of time 
unlike than the American or European cuisine. Arabic cuisine reflects Arabic hospitality, in any formal celebration 
they include, chicken, rice, large quantities of lamb or veal, variety of vegetables, kebabs, and different salads.

Tour to Kuwait
After several centuries of nomadic life, Ku-
wait has a rapid rise in their obesity of the 
general population due to an increase in 
their income. Due to Islamic regulation, al-
cohol is prohibited and Kuwaitis are very 
generous to provide good food to their 
guest. Their staple food consists of Hum-
mus, Rice and Tabbouleh. Hummus is a dip 
consists of tahini sauce, garlic and smashed 
chickpeas. It generally accompanies with 
every dishes. Numerous types of rice dishes 
are consumed by Kuwaitis, even in any cere-
mony they roast an entire lamb or veal and serve it 
on a bed of saffron rice served with a salad made up 
of parsley, tomatoes, garlic, bulgur and lemon. We 
can also enjoy some unique flavour in Kuwait like 
Falafel which is fried garbanzo beans balls accom-
panied with vegetables and served in bread. Qouzi/ 
ghoozi which is grilled lamb stuffed with rice, eggs 
and spices. Machboosh which is a rice dish consist 
of lamb/chicken/fish and accompanied by tomato 
sauce.
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Tour to Morocco
Morocco is famous due to its geographical position and another world has some 
impact on their food habits. Though strong Islamic believes and their cultural 

heritage has some unique 
flavour regarding food. 
Harira soup represents 
the unique characteris-
tics of a Moroccan kitch-
en, during the month of 
Ramadan, Moroccan peo-
ple break their fast with 
this healthy soup, which 

consists of lentils, chickpeas, to-
matoes and lamb garnished with 
coriander and lemon juice. Tour-
ists are always amazed with the Moroccan street food, particularly. Makouda which 
deep-fried little potato balls accompanied with harissa sauce. People throughout 
the world are amazed with the taste of paper-thin pastry with a blend of pigeon 
meat, eggs, coriander, cinnamon and almonds, which is renowned as Pastilla.  

Tour to Egypt
Egyptian dishes are simple and the ingredients are modified to suit the Egyp-
tian budget. They use naturally ripened fruits and vegetables and fresh spices to 
give a hearty taste. Egyptian eats Aish which is a pocket bread and quite similar 

to pita bread. The world can taste the 
unique Egyptian flavour through Baba 
Ghanoush which is a dip and prepared 
with grilled eggplant, lemon juice, ta-
hini sauce, pepper, parsley, cumin and 
dressed with olive oil. Ful medames are 

broad beans cooked 
with oil and accom-

panied with parsley, onions, lem- on juice and bread. 
Kibda served as Egyptian famous street food, which 
consists of fried beef liver.  Sha- warma is one of the 
most popular Egyptian sandwich renowned through-
out the world, which consists of lean pieces of lamb. 
Chicken or beef rolled in pita bread and accom-
panied with tahini sauce. Fatta 
is served on any special occa-
sion like wedding and religious 
festival, it’s a meat soup flavoured with garlic and vinegar 
and accompanied by rice. Egyptian have an entire range of 
desert-like Baklava which is a flaky pastry filled with fine 
pieces of nuts and honey syrup and which is prepared in very low heat and are layers of 
bread soaked in milk and topped with raisins, cashew and almonds. 

Tour to Saudi Arabia
In the ancient age, the people from Saudi Arabia only rely on dates, camel milk and 

camel meat, later when traders from 
different region enter this province 
they influenced their food habits with 

different aspects. In Saudi 
Arabia, we can enjoy var-
ious range of Kebabs. Kultra serves an authentic flavour to this region, 
which is chicken/lamb on skewers. 
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BOOK REVIEW

  Ariel I. Ahram studies separat-
ist movements that have tried to 
change states at a fundamental 
level in the Middle East since the 
2011 Arab uprisings. The book 
successfully starts by providing 
a vivid presentation of how key 
actors in Middle Eastern poli-
tics, including the Islamic State 
(IS), have long entertained the 
idea of correcting the Sykes-Pi-
cot Agreement. For Ahram, 
Sykes-Picot is a metaphor “ges-
turing to that fundamental mis-
match between deep primordial 
identities and contemporary 
political institutions” (p.4). 
Thus, many actors share the 
belief that there is a structural 
problem in the foundation of the 
political order in the region and 
use this as an ideological factor 
to legitimize their separatist 
agendas. Ahram puts separat-
ism in the period after the Arab 
uprisings in a context of histor-
ical continuity among various 
groups who have disdained the 
historical origins of the Middle 
Eastern political order. In this 
regard, he defines separatists as 
those who are “taking unilateral 
steps to break away from exist-
ing states” (p.4). Given that one 
major consequence of the Arab 
uprisings was the erosion of 
state power, studying how sep-
aratists used that opportunity 
for their agendas is a timely top-
ic.We read in the introduction 
a successful categorization of 
contending theories that explain 

separatism. The author skillful-
ly covers sociological, histori-
cal and international relations 
approaches (p.7-10). However, 
the section where we read how 
“bygone institutions” are kept in 
memory and become the frame-
work when “the central state’s 
authority disappears,” is written 
too concisely, so that it sounds 
almost as a metaphysical as-
sumption (p.10). Though I agree 
with the author’s arguments in 
this part, one expects a more 
detailed analysis of the sub-
ject (how is this reconnection 
with ‘the memory of the past’ 
done?), particularly given that 
the debate is fundamental to the 
book’s general theory. This cri-
tique can be extended to the first 
chapter. The author again suc-
cessfully examines the historical 
evolution of the international 
system and the Middle East’s 
integration into it. However, the 
chapter is written largely in line 
with the outside-in-approach, 
that is, the study of the subject 
from the perspective of inter-
national dynamics. One would 
expect a narrative on the origin 
of the state system in the Middle 
East more in line with the longi-
tudinal approach, that is, more 
about the domestic dynamics, 
which Ahram claims to be the 
primary framework. Thus, it 
is contradictory to put more 
emphasis on the international 
dynamics while only providing 
short discussions of domestic 

dynamics, such as various strat-
egies in state-building (e.g. irri-
gation reforms). In this regard, 
Chapter 1 gives the impression 
that the fate of the Arab state 
is more determined by external 
dynamics.
In Chapter 3, Ahram provides 
a highly successful narrative 
where he eloquently merges 
theory and subject matter. We 
read about how the federalists 
in Libya made direct referenc-
es to the Emirate of Cyrenaica, 
a political entity which was 
formed in 1949 as a Senusi 
emirate, and demanded the rec-
reation of autonomies as was 
the case before the Qaddafi pe-
riod. As Ahram illustrates, it is 
a typical case where the actors 
‘remember’ the previous insti-
tutions, which then leads to the 
formation of separatism. As we 
are informed in the introduc-
tion, separatism here does not 
take the form of ‘secessionism,’ 
but one of demanding territorial 
and legislative control. This em-
phasis is critical to understand 
other separatist movements 
across the region, such as the 
Kurdish problem in Turkey and 
the state of the Kurds in Iraq. 
Separatism is no longer an at-
tempt to go back to primordial 
entities. As Ahram demonstrat-
ed in the case of Libya, it is an 
attempt to reframe ‘separatism’ 
within the institutional for-
mat and discourse of claims to 
“interim governments, parlia-
ments, political parties and civil 
society organizations” (p.93). 
This transformation in the form 
of separatism, that Ahram illus-
trates in the case of Libya, is so 
critical that it might be taken as 
a default to understand many 
other cases in the region. The 
separatist bargain, even if it 
originates in identity, is no lon-
ger articulated in the traditional 
format: unlike during the 19th 
century, separatism is a modern 
phenomenon which is attuning 
itself to recent institutional and 
normative changes in the inter-
national system. Reading Ah-
ram’s account (though he does 
not write this explicitly), we get 
the sense that many state-elites 
of countries in the region do 
not grasp this transformation 
and wrongly keep approaching 
their ‘separatist’ movements in 
what could be named as a tra-
ditional outlook.Like in Libya, 
separatism in Yemen cannot 
be reduced to seeing this coun-
try as another typical, artificial 
Arab state. Ahram here under-
lines that how the separatists 
in South Yemen ‘remember’ the 
once-independent South Yemen 
(People’s Democratic Republic 
of Yemen/PDRY) as a point of 
departure. The case of the PDRY 
is interesting as it is perceived 

by separatists as an inspiration-
al historical model even though 
the PDRY was a short-lived state 
with many problems. But recall-
ing the past is more complex: 
Ahram successfully shows how 
separatists articulate many oth-
er aspects of the past, such as 
British colonial rule and anti-co-
lonial uprisings. In this regard, 
Ahram provides a clear picture 
of how the separatist imagina-
tion strongly re-visits the past 
and re-frames it in line with the 
needs of the time. Interestingly, 
the present Southern separat-
ists repeat pro-independence 
slogans which were originally 
used during the independence 
struggle of the 60s (p.115). 
However, the chapter on Yemen 
ends with a puzzle: Ahram ad-
mits that the international com-
munity accommodated “sepa-
ratists as de facto rulers” and 
such types of gains are “hard 
to revoke” (p.120). Thus, his 
conclusion echoes other schol-
ars like Lisa Weeden, whom he 
quotes, repeating that the mo-
ments of unity in the history of 
Yemen were brief and excep-
tional (p.98).

Internal and external 
limits to separatism

When it comes to the case of the 
Kurds, Ahram refers to the lack 
of intra-Kurdish coordination, 
which has left the Kurds exposed 
to external manipulation (p.159). 
Undoubtedly, the differences be-
tween various Kurdish factions 
(Barzani, Talabani and Öcalan) is 
a major dynamic to understand 
the Kurdish issue. However, the 
chapter lacks a satisfactory dis-
cussion of the various factors 
which have historically pushed 
these factions apart from each 
other. For example, unlike the tra-
ditional tribal identity that is held 
by the Barzani fraction, Öcala-
nism, which is represented by the 
PKK in Turkey and by the YPG in 
Syria, operates as a more modern 
political movement. Thus, the dif-
ferences between Kurdish groups 
in terms of how they frame ‘sepa-
ratism’ in reference to identity 
is like the difference that Ahram 
illustrates in the cases of Libya, 
where separatists employ a mod-
ern narrative of international 
institutions, and Yemen, where 
tribal and sectarian motives are 
more prevailing. In this regard, 
Ahram’s praising of the KRG in 
terms of building “the frame-
work of cultural, political and 
economic institutions necessary 
to join the bourgeoning process 
of globalization” (p.160) might 
be read as an over-interpretation. 
The comparison of Barzani-led 
policies with the previous mod-
ernization of the Ba‘ath regime is 
similarly problematic: 
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