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Kashmir
Indian Provocations & Pak Robust Diplomacy 

Miseries and sufferings of Kashmiris who have been under 
worst military siege in August 5, 2019 are getting grave to 
graver with the passage of every hour, but the international 
community fails in taking any action against India for commit-
ting grave human rights violations in Indian illegally occupied 
Kashmir. The Indian foolish political and military leadership 

is endangering regional peace and stability through their provocative activi-
ties at Line of Control (LoC), Line of Actual Control (LAC), Working Boundary 
as well as International Border. These provocative actions by Indian troops are 
receiving befitting response from both brave Pakistani and Chinese defenders 
of their motherlands. Actually, coward Indian military leadership was habitu-
al of inflicting torture, rape and grave injustices of fundamental human rights 
over innocent Kashmiris in India illegally occupied Kashmir. In lieu with their 
previous actions, they tended to provocative activities at borders with Pakistan 
and China but now on bearing humiliation, the Indian leadership is making hue 
and cry to muster more support from hostile powers which don’t want to see 
flourishing China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). In this scenario, Pakistan 
through robust diplomacy has promptly highlighted Kashmir issue with major 
Eurasian powers, China, Russia and others. In this connection, Pakistan aptly 
used the opportunity of Council of Foreign Ministers of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization meeting held in Moscow. It is cooperation not confrontation that 
should drive international politics. In today’s environment, full of zero-sum 
prophecies, it is cooperation not confrontation that should drive international 
politics. Pakistan reaffirmed its belief in the centrality of the Shanghai spirit” 
and said that platforms like the SCO “exist as a beacon of hope. Any unilateral 
and illegal measures to change the status of disputed territories “run counter to 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation’s objective of amity in the region and 
must be opposed resolutely. In result of sideline meetings, Pakistan and Russia 
agreed to promote bilateral relations and cooperation in various sectors of mu-
tual interest. Foreign Ministers of both the countries reviewed the efforts for 
peace in Afghanistan and expressed satisfaction over the progress made so far. 
Pakistan Foreign Minister also apprised his Russian Counterpart about ongo-
ing Indian atrocities and human rights violations and Indian attempt to change 
demography in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir. In a separate 
meeting between Pakistani and Chinese foreign ministers, matters of mutual 
interest, bilateral relations, regional situation and other issues were discussed. 
They also noticed that Pakistan and China were playing vital role for restoration 
of peace in the region. Pakistan supported one-China policy and added that the 
country stood shoulder to shoulder with China.Worthy Readers! The Septem-
ber edition of Melange, International Magazine is in your hands to quench your 
thirst for reading. This edition carries a number of special reports, articles and 
lot of other readable material. Melange Team hopes that the current edition 
like previous ones will also win praise from your worthy end.
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K ashmir is a dis-
pute derived from 
the catastrophic 
partition of the 
subcontinent. It 
also shunted Brit-
ish colonialism. 
Since the indepen-

dence of the two states, Kashmir 
remained the bone of contention 
among them. It had been an irritant 
in their relationship and imped-
ed cooperation and peace. Today, 
Kashmir has become the nuclear 
flashpoint between the arch-rivals. 
Not only has this but it also started 
an unending arms race in the region 
which has global implications. The 
security goals of both Pakistan and 
India are different. Pakistan is aim-
ing to counter India’s threat where-
as India has hegemonic ambitions. 
The unresolved issues between the 
two have put the regional security 
at risk. The security structure of 
the South Asian region is affected 
by the three major players in the 
region. The recent developments in 
the region have cleared the picture 
of security dynamics and regional 
politics. In this paper, an effort has 
been made to discuss the history of 
the relationship between India and 
Pakistan, its dynamics, Kashmir 
dispute, and the impact of politics 
of the region on regional security. 
Pakistan and India, the two neigh-
bors, have so much in common 

whether it is culture or history. 
The neighbors in this way would 
have cordial ties but the hostility 
in their relationship remained con-
stant. Undoubtedly, there are many 
factors involved in this unrest and 
unstable political environment but 
Kashmir remained an impediment 
for the development of the two 
states. The two major powers of 
South Asia always had contention 
on the Kashmir issue ever since 
their inception in 1947. The Kash-
mir conflict has been going on for 
decades although its intensity and 
the frequency changed by the time. 
It’s a prolonged conflict which is 
why it is often compared with Ar-
ab-Israel conflict. 
There have been three major wars, 
border skirmishes, confronta-
tions, and war-like situations but 
the dispute remained unresolved. 
The recent changes in leadership 
and the misadventures in Kashmir 
have made this relationship hostile 
than ever before. This hostility gave 
space to the international organi-
zations to interfere in their state 
of affairs. Pakistan has always been 
suggesting the mitigating measures 
but India’s response is not over-
whelming. This suggests that Kash-
mir is the deciding factor for the 
security of the South Asian Region. 
The other major powers in the re-
gion along with some major global 
powers need to play a significant 
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role in regional security. This paper 
highlights the tension in Kashmir 
and provides a vivid analysis of the 
security of the South Asian region. 
The hostility between India and Pa-
kistan remained constant since its 
inception in 1947. The unstable re-
lationship and the distrust between 
the two made them the arch-rivals 
of the continent. Both countries 
have had military standoffs across 
their borders, skirmishes, hate 
rhetoric, and three full-fledged 
wars which did not resolve the dis-
putes but resulted in more hatred 
and bitter relationship. It is seen as 
the most hostile region for obvious 
reasons. Indian Subcontinent’s his-
tory is full of foreign invasions. For 
the division of the princely states 
among the two, it was decided that 
the Muslim majority states will join 
Pakistan and Hindu majority states 
will be a part of India. The gov-
ernment ordered the six hundred 
princely states to accede to any of 
the sides. The states than left were 
three in number.  These were Hy-
derabad, Junagadh, and Kashmir. 
The first two were forcefully acced-
ed with India by Lord Mountbatten 
as these were Hindu majority states 
but they wanted to accede with Pa-
kistan. The only left princely state 
was Kashmir which had 77% Mus-

lims but Lord Mountbatten annexed 
it with India. It was against the rules 
set for the partition.
The unfinished agenda of parti-
tion, particularly Kashmir plagued 
the relationship between the two 
states. The three major wars of 
1948, 1965 and 1971 and later the 
Kargil conflict increased the dis-
trust and hostility among them. UN 
under resolution 47 asked the Indi-
an Government to give basic rights 
to the people of Kashmir including 
their right of self-determination so 
that they can decide their future. 
UN also asked for the ceasefire be-
tween the rivals. Both the states 
have faced the security risks since 
independence but Indian tradition-
al capabilities were a huge threat to 
Pakistan’s security. But the security 
dimension changed after the nucle-
ar tests in 1998. These nuclear tests 
created a balance of power which 
resulted in the resolution of Kargil 
in 1999. The presence of nuclear 
weapons in the region has got the 
attention of the world communi-
ty. Any misadventure in the region 
can have global implications which 
is why the nuclear dimension in 
the Indo-Pak relationship cannot 
be ignored specially in the context 
of Kashmir dispute. It is suspicion 
and mistrust that caused the room 

for other new problems after the 
partition. The solution to the is-
sues and the old rivalry goes hand 
in hand which makes it difficult for 
the peace process. 
There has been a long debate on 
the term security and its reference 
to the state. The concept of secu-
rity must be contextualized as it 
has several implications. Barry Bu-
zan states that the idea of security 
varies for people based on the dif-
ference in ideologies and morals. 
That’s why to determine the aspects 
of safety, a set of different theoreti-
cal foundations are used. Buzan has 
an interesting approach of looking 
at security which is considering all 
the angles of its definition. He also 
looks deeply at how people and 
most particularly societies securi-
tize the threats. Buzan points out 
that the word security is very nar-
rowly defined and that there is a 
broader framework for this term. 
In the real world, security is seen as 
the synonym of power. 
Buzan offers some important con-
cepts in his analysis of regional se-
curity. He describes the concept of 
amity and enmity. In other words, 
states that can represent a spec-
trum of the relationship of friend-
ship and alliance to that marked by 
fear. The amity and enmity cannot 
only be qualified for the balance of 
power. It can be affected by issues 
such as ideology, territorial bound-
aries, history, and ethnic lines. This 
idea of amity and enmity refers to 
the security complex. The theoret-
ical framework used for this paper 
is a blend of Realism with the Re-
gional Security Complex Theory of 
Barry Buzan. The main concern for 
the contemporary world is secu-
rity and its implementation in the 
South Asian region is rear. It is a 
very difficult concept as compared 
to the other concepts of social sci-
ences like peace, justice, power, and 
equality. It is due to its ambiguous 
nature.
Kashmir issue is not only a struggle 
for a piece of land but it is a fight 
for the right of the people living on 
the land. Initially, when the conflict 
knocked on the door of the Unit-
ed Nations, the UN declared that it 
is the right of the people to decide 

The continent was commercially so attractive that it challenged the Europeans’ interests. In the 17th 
Century, British landed in India for the first time for the commercial purposes with their company called 
East India Company. This company later increased its area of influence slowly resulting in the decline 
of the great Mughal Empire. Later, the company first took the control of the two Eastern states of India 
i.e., Bihar and Bengal and later took all the administrative powers of the Indian subcontinent for hun-
dred years. The British ruled the subcontinent by creating the complexities between the people of two 
different religions i.e., Hindus and Muslims. The British government knew that if these two become one 
unit, they will challenge their rule in the continent so it was in their interest to divide them. The fear to 
lose political control further strengthened when a Hindu nationalist movement ascended in 1990. For 
balancing the threat, British fabricated the political movement of Muslims which was led by Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah. The tussle between the Muslims and Hindus paced up Jinnah’s effort to claim for a separate 
homeland for Muslims. Jinnah claimed that Muslims’ rights will never be served in a Hindu majority state 
which is why the British Government granted this historic partition of the subcontinent.

BIG STORY

7September 2020



their future. In other words, it was 
a call for a plebiscite. UN played a 
significant role in minimalizing the 
hostility among the two rivals. But 
the United Nations failed as an in-
ternational institute to protect the 
interest of the people of Kashmir. If 
it could have played its part, there 
would have been a different situa-
tion in Kashmir. But as Morgenthau 
says, there is no permanent friend 
and no permanent enemy in inter-
national politics, only interest is 
permanent. India’s rejection of the 
UN’s declaration for a plebiscite 
time and again depicts that India 
never wanted any third-party medi-
ation and interference in the Kash-
mir dispute. 
Then the United Nations Military 
Observer Group was then named as 
United Nations Military Observer 
Group for India and Pakistan and 
the offices of which were opened in 
both parts of Kashmir. It had to re-
port the ceasefire violations across 
the border to the United Nations. In 
1948, the United Nations Security 

Council passed the first resolution 
(Resolution 38) on the Kashmir is-
sue while asking both parties to 
ease the hostility. Another resolu-
tion (Resolution 39) was passed by 
the Security Council within three 
days establishing the United Na-
tions Commission for India and Pa-
kistan (UNCIP) led by Britain and 
the US. It had to mediate between 
the two states and also to investi-
gate the frequency of the conflict. 
The Security Council passed yet 
another resolution (Resolution 47) 
in April 1948, including two more 
members in UNCIP. The resolution 
once again called for a ceasefire, re-
moval of troops from both sides of 
the borders but a limited amount 
to be present to maintain law and 
order and to hold an UN-adminis-
tered plebiscite to know the wish 
the people of Kashmir. In June 1948, 
the Security Council passed another 
resolution to reinforce all the previ-
ous resolutions.
The UNSC passed many resolutions 
for the solution of this prolonged 

dispute but India rejected every ef-
fort conducted by an external par-
ty by calling Kashmir a bilateral 
issue. It has to be noted that this is 
a 70-year-old dispute which is still 
unresolved. If a body like the UN 
fails to make the parties come to a 
common point, it will lose its cred-
ibility. 
For Pakistan, Kashmir is the root 
cause of hostility with India. This 
dispute has led to the wars and the 
warlike crisis in South Asia. In the 
postcolonial-era, the wave of na-
tionalism raised among the nations 
or in other words among the colo-
nizers and colonized. This result-
ed in enormous social, moral, and 
political turmoil in the Jammu and 
Kashmir valley by the Indian forc-
es. The forces are responsible for 
snubbing the voices against repres-
sion, critique on culture, anarchy, 
displacement of masses, violence, 
and killings, repressing women and 
children, and depriving the people 
economically. In July, India and Chi-
na got engaged in the worst border 
skirmish in the Himalayas which 
has stopped for now. It is the worst 
border engagement they had in 
the decades. But the crisis and the 
clouds of a warlike situation are still 
wandering over the nuclear-armed 
South Asian region. There was a 
likelihood of the new Indo-Pak cri-
sis after this standoff and that is 
what happened. India announced 
to downgrade its relationship with 
Pakistan by a fifty percent reduc-
tion in the staff of the High Commis-
sion. This happened right after the 
Parliament attacks of 2001 when 
the Indian government reduces its 
embassy staff in Pakistan. Before 
that, the ties between Islamabad 
and New Delhi have been shunted 
since later revoked the special sta-
tus of the disputed land on August 
5. India has been on mute since the 
skirmish in the Galwan valley which 
has raised concerns for those who 
have been considering India as a 
counterweight to China in the In-

There are different opinions that exist regarding this territorial dispute that it is majorly because of the 
ideological differences and the clash of interests. The people of Kashmir are fighting for their right of 
self-determination which is shaped into a complex conflict between the two states. This burning issue 
has been waiting for a solution for many years and no resolution can be implemented because of India’s 
stubborn attitude. The different viewpoints of both states and their varied demands made it a complex 
and a serious conflict. Which is why it remained unresolved. 
Pakistan’s Kashmir policy has been constant since its independence highlighting the differences over 
territorial boundaries, sovereignty, security, ideological differences and the right of self-determination. 
Furthermore, it is an extremely emotive topic for the people of Pakistan and has huge importance in the 
domestic politics. Whereas Indian stance on Kashmir is rigid. Indian was convinced that Kashmir has a 
vast Muslim majority so it is going to annex with Pakistan. Hindus and some Muslims of the subcontinent 
were not in the favor of Two Nation theory on which the partition was based. They manipulated the ruler 
by offering help against the tribal attacks and annexed the territory with India. Pakistanis and Kashmiris 
believe that the partition will remain unfinished until this disputed territory is annexed with Pakistan. 
‘It is an unfinished agenda of the partition and it is the integral part of the Islamic Identity of Pakistan.’ 
Instead of war, there should be a possible solution under the light of UN resolutions. It is called to be the 
most dangerous place on earth due to the warlike situation. For the regional as well as international secu-
rity, it is significant to give the people of Kashmir their right of self-determination.
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do-Pacific region. 
The two states locked their horns 
on the de facto border between the 
two. It was triggered by India’s con-
struction of roads and building in 
the valley. Pakistan has been close-
ly observing the situation after this 
military standoff and believes that 
the issues should be resolved with 
understanding and mechanisms. 
While some researchers believe 
that this standoff is music to Paki-
stan’s ear whereas it is much more 
than that. There is a strategic re-
alignment taking place in the re-
gion. China, after this major event, 
has sent a message to all the adver-
saries of BRI. India being dropped 
from the rail project in Chabahar 
and the deepening ties of China and 
Iran are linking the chain of events. 
China, as for now, is in a stronger 
position to play a part in Kashmir. 
Pakistan and India need to work on 
their mutual interests for region-
al stability. There is an urgency of 
embracing the regime of strategic 
stability and to halt the aggressive 
attitude which can possibly result 
in a nuclear conflict. Other than 
that, terrorism and the role of non-
state actors on both sides should be 
addressed through a joint mecha-
nism. Economic cooperation and 
bilateral trade can play its part in 
easing the tensions among the two 
as it has done in the past. Both the 
states have interests in Afghanistan 
so they should pursue them without 
any conflict. India needs to under-
stand the changing security dynam-
ics of the region. 
The swift developments of arms in 
India and Pakistan have made the 
researchers warn the word about 
the imminent arms race among the 
two nations. It is evident that both 
states had been intertwined in secu-
rity competition since they emerged 
on the global map. This competition 
is a tit-for-tat cycle which means if 
one country does advancement of 
technology it possesses then the 

opponent country is going to react 
in that kind. Both India and Paki-
stan are racing to achieve their re-
spective security goals, but they 
are on a different track. Pakistan 
enhances its capabilities to deter 
the threat from its neighbor and to 
be prepared for any misadventure. 
India enhances its capabilities to 
strengthen its strategic deterrence 
against the big power of the region 
which is China. This means that In-
dia’s security goals are not just re-
strained to its continent.
The race is just not confined to nu-
clear capabilities but also in space. 
1961 has seen some great develop-
ments globally.  This was the year 
when Dr. Abdus Salam, the great 
physicist was trying to convince the 
President of the state Ayub Khan 
for a space agency. He founded the 
space agency in Pakistan when In-
dia did not plan anything. But today 
the situation is different. 
Today, SUPARCO is far behind in 
terms of technology and advance-
ments which make ISRO a stronger 
force. Mishandling, mismanage-

ment, little resources, and bureau-
cratic impediments are the major 
reasons for its decline. SUPARCO 
website speaks for itself. Very lit-
tle information about Pakistan’s 
space program is available. The 
policymakers and the government 
is equally responsible for this neg-
ligence. There is no discourse, no 
debate, and discussion available on 
this subject which is why Pakistan 
lags behind India although it was 
the first one to set up the first space 
agency. On the contrary, India is in 
the race of the fastest growing space 
program. ISRO is helping countries 
like Germany, France, and many 
others to launch their satellites in 
space. Pakistan needs to acknowl-
edge the significance of a vigorous 
space program.
The history of India and Pakistan is 
full of disputes and also reconcilia-
tions. The disputes escalated with 
time and reached the verge of nucle-
ar war many times. The peacemak-
ing and the efforts for cooperation 
initiated between the two states sev-
eral times but they were stopped by 
a reason or two. In all this situation, 
Kashmir was the bone of conten-
tion. The two nations have not only 
responsible for making the people 
of Kashmir suffer but they have also 
blown air to the chances of nuclear 
war in the region. The unstoppable 
arms race and unresolved Kashmir 
dispute will not only have implica-
tions for the South Asian region but 
the whole world. 
There should be a peace process 
initiated at any cost along with 
joint efforts to adopt the confi-
dence-building measures. Engage-
ment among people is important 
at the diplomatic level. A flexible 
approach should be adopted by 
the representatives of both states 
during dialogues to resolve the ma-
jor issues. The neutral attitude and 
tone should be adopted from both 
sides. The environment of despair 
on both sides should change into 
hope.
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The enduring resur-
gence of artificial 
intelligence (AI) is 
restructuring the 
world. Like numerous 
emerging countries, 
India and Pakistan, 
the two prominent 

nuclear-armed states of South Asia are 
exploring the subsequent opportuni-
ties for economic and social change.
With the increased reliance on artifi-
cial reasoning, human rationalization 
and administrative traits are under un-
remitting destruction. In addition to it, 
“machine learning and deep learning” 
inclines to permit gadgets to transfer 
functions and break allotted respon-
sibilities into tranquil ones, however 
affixes the method towards a world 
order that is likely to be entirely super-
vised by Artificial Intelligence (AI).
Artificial Intelligence (AI), in the inter-
national stratagem acts as a modifier 
of regional and international concerns 
and encounters bilaterally or multilat-
erally. Furthermore, it is altering mil-
itary approaches with its significant 
precision and speed via contracting 
the action-reaction loop. Moreover, 
AI is being established to respond the 
problems with minimum level of hu-
man direction. Which, furthermore, 
predicts an autonomous crisis escala-
tion less chances of containment.
Meanwhile, in the South Asian domain, 
India and Pakistan are progressively 
concerned about the potential bene-

fits of AI for defence and security pur-
poses. Currently, a debate has started 
on the opportunities and risks posed 
by the AI renaissance in the military 
realm. However, it suffers from large 
loopholes, particularly in the incipient 
discussion on the potential impact of 
AI on strategic stability and nuclear 
risk in South Asia.
It is evident that in the context of the 
state’s adoption of AI in South Asia, In-
dia and Pakistan are playing catch-up 
in the world competition on military 
AI. Compared to the United States, Chi-
na, and Russia, India’s advances are un-
certain, while Pakistan’s are even less 
visible. One of the reasons seems to be 
under-resourcing and inefficiencies in 
defence research and state industries. 
The “strategic stability” of South Asian 
region is vulnerable. The predicting dy-
namics of the strategic stability after AI 
initiation has long been a controversial 
agenda. However, it can be recognized 
that China’s New “Generation Artificial 
Intelligence Development Plan” and its 
AI expansions within strategic posture 
could lead to more hostility curtailing 
from India’s hegemonic intentions. 
The situation would take the region to 
a war like scenario in terms of strategic 
susceptibilities and discrepancies. Fur-
thermore, the cyber security breach 
actions in South Asia already envisage 
the emerging uncertainties, presently 
undermining the stability in the South 
Asian region.
Moreover, Strategic stability stresses 

The Nuclear Securitization of South 
Asia in the Era of Artificial Intelligence

Revisiting Pakistan’s Nuclear Safety and 
Security Initiatives in the Age of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI)

Awais Siddique
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the credibility among nuclear arsenals 
possessed states that their antagonists 
would not likely be capable to demor-
alize their nuclear deterrence by any 
source. Containing of three nuclear 
weapon countries with inter-state ad-
versaries, South Asia requires a constant 
strategic atmosphere that demands a 
substantial risk assessment and man-
agement.
However, rendering the contributors of 
India and Pakistan, both countries are 
conscious of the strategic worth of AI. 
Both see AI as one of many enablers of 
the mutual strategic balance. India must 
also take into account the role of AI in 
the military build-up of China, one of its 
long-term security concerns.
Nuclear risk in South Asia has received 
less consideration than strategic sta-
bility in the scientific study due to the 
lack of explicit context that is used both 
in the areas of nuclear weapons and 
non-proliferation and concerning nucle-
ar security breaches. Researchers in In-
dia and Pakistan generally avoid explor-
ing the possibilities of nuclear weapon 
use and nuclear safety and security 
breaches regarding their own countries 
because they may be seen as exposing 
vulnerabilities.
Pakistan’s C2 system monitors this prin-
ciple closely. While, AI is becoming more 
relevant for each component of complex 
deterrence designs, especially given its 
impending to expressively enhance in-
telligence, surveillance, and reconnais-
sance (ISR) capabilities.
The integration of AI into nuclear weap-
on systems could enhance the accuracy 
and reaction times, and hence overall 
demonstration, of strategic offensive 
and defensive structures. The impact on 
strategic stability may be either positive 
or negative.
Cyberwarfare is another domain where 
AI could affect strategic stability. Ma-
chine learning could benefit to improve 
the performance of early-warning ra-
dars for signal processing and could be 

used for situational awareness in space. 
AI could help cyber-defenders monitor 
intrusions and detect anomalies. These 
improvements in cyber-security to pro-
tect critical command, control and com-
munications systems could potentially 
strengthen regional and strategic stabil-
ity.
However, the same cyber means could 
be used to inject fabrication into the 
system using “deep fakes” through so-
cial media platforms as well. This can 
have serious crisis initiation and esca-
lation implications for a region such as 
South Asia. The crisis after the attack 
on Pulwama in Indian-held Kashmir on 
14th February 2019 established how 
information manipulation can lead to 
escalation.
In context with the security purposes 
of nuclear arsenals, the “Strategic Plans 
Division” (SPD) is tasked to control Pa-
kistan’s nuclear assets, coordinating 
with all strategic administrations, and 
flub of the budgetary and administra-
tive features of these organizations. The 
SPD also supervises a security division 
of nine to ten thousand officials who 

are accountable for safeguarding all 
strategic groundwork. The number of 
Pakistan’s nuclear weapons and the ac-
curate magnitude of its fissile material 
stockpiles are kept confidential.
It is anticipated that Pakistan has ade-
quate fissile material for about 60 artil-
leries and has formed about 1.3 metric 
tons of extremely enriched with urani-
um and marginally more than a one-half 
ton of plutonium. Several measures have 
been opted to protect both the weap-
ons and components in storage as well 
as nuclear facilities and stockpiles. The 
weapons are believed to be retained dis-
crete from their delivery systems, with 
the nuclear cores detached from their 
detonators. Perimeter security is central 
component of all nuclear installations.
The fundamental concern for the securi-
ty and tangible defense of nuclear ame-
nities exist in with the SPD. The security 
approval and screening procedures of 
personnel for service in the strategic 
organizations was a rambling and dis-
jointed process in the past that has now 
been associated through the founda-
tion of a personnel reliability program 

Artificial Intelligence Exacerbates the Hazard of Nuclear War
RAND a research-oriented institution organized a chain of workshops, joined by protuberant professionals on AI and nucle-
ar safety and security. The sessions scrutinized the effect of radical computing on nuclear security over 2040 and examine 
the critical security challenges by 2040. It then defines the forms of expected concerns and benefits: AI for uncovering and 
scrutinizing the AI as a reliable adviser in escalation choices. Given the aptitudes that AI may be estimated to enable and how 
adversaries may distinguish them, RAND has accumulate that AI has the capacity to aggravate emerging challenges to nuclear 
strategic stability by the year 2040 even with the modest rates of technical advancement. 
Pakistan’s nuclear command and control (C2) system is assertive, which has been evolved over decades through development 
of Pakistan’s nuclear initiative.  Pakistan’s command and control (C2) system following a national consent of the expansion of 
a nuclear deterrent was a critical element of national security. Like other nuclear possessed powers, Pakistan is contending 
with the pace of technological variation, particularly cyber intimidations that pose new risks to C2 systems in the digital at-
mosphere. Pakistan’s nuclear command, control, and communications (NC3) encounters unique challenges given the volatile 
nature of national safety and security paradigms, compounded by progressing military doctrines justifying sudden transition 
from peace to crises to war management. Peacetime managing is optimally stable and efficient; in times of crises, NC3 would 
likely face an altogether diverse set of challenges moving stability in South Asia. Pakistan is burdened with greater vulnerabil-
ities and thus lies on its nuclear capability as a critical element of its military strategy. For Pakistan, nuclear deterrence is pri-
marily to offset conventional force asymmetry to deter India from use of conventional force and to prevent nuclear coercion. 
These shifts in military and nuclear policies are having a corresponding impact on Pakistani doctrines, with implications on 
the functioning of its NC3 systems as well as on strategic stability.,Like other modern militaries, Pakistan’s armed forces up-
hold a C4ISR system. The most evident elements of Pakistan’s C4ISR network include the Karakoram Eagle AEW&C systems. 
Nevertheless, over the previous 10 years the Pakistani military has become subtle about sharing statistics about its existing 
C4ISR capabilities, and specifically cagey about its future actions. Pakistan’s C4ISR system could be implicit as the execution 
of core technologies, predominantly ISR and communications. 
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(PRP). The PNRA is the national statu-
tory nuclear authority responsible for 
regulating all aspects of radiation and 
nuclear energy. The PNRA is authorized 
to dispatch licenses for imports and ex-
ports of radiological stuffs and controls 
regulates and supervises entire matter 
of concern to ensure nuclear safety and 
radiation protection.
An overall assessment of the nature of 
South Asian Strategic Stability shows 
that India’s doctrine towards counter-
force and pre-emption has shifted. Re-
cent developments in the Indian arsenal 
complement the overall trends. India is 
investing in developing and deploying 
integrated multilayered ballistic missile 
defence (BMD) systems. In 2019 India 
permitted a deal worth US$5.2 billion 
for five regiments of the Russian-made 
S-400 Triumf air defence system. It has 
two domestic programs underway for 
low- and high-altitude ballistic missile 
interception: the Advance Air Defence 
and Prithvi Defence Vehicle, respective-
ly. On March 27 2019 India tested an-
ti-satellite (ASAT) weapon technology 
targeting one of its satellites in lower 
earth orbit. This capability means that 
in future India will be able to target an 
enemy’s military satellites as well as 
long-range strategic missiles. 
The Indian Space Research Organiza-
tion (ISRO), has propelled 104 satellites 
from a solitary rocket, thus also demon-
strating the capability to carry several 
different warheads on a ballistic mis-
sile “multiple independently targetable 
re-entry vehicles, MIRVs”. India is pres-
ently enhancing its strategic and con-

ventional precision-strike weapons for 
strikes deep within an adversary’s terri-
tory for offensive pre-emptive counter-
force.
These recent developments in the In-
dian arsenal create new pressures for 
Pakistan and so for strategic stability. 
Consider a scenario in which a Pakistani 
military satellite is targeted by India 
using an ASAT weapon, leading to a cri-
sis. The Indian ASAT test demonstrated 
the capability to target Pakistan’s long-
range nuclear missiles as well as its mil-
itary satellites. Combine this with the 
advanced ATR capability and enhanced 
ISR, and the challenge to deterrence sta-
bility becomes more acute. This could 
lead the South Asian nuclear postures to 
shift from deterrence to readiness, re-
ducing the amount of time needed for a 
decision to make the first strike, in turn 
leading to crisis instability.
Military AI is likely to exacerbate the 
destabilizing and escalatory effects of 
an increasingly complex interplay of 
advanced military technology in the 
multipolar nuclear world order. Nucle-
ar-armed states leveraging AI to achieve 
or sustain first-mover advantages in this 
multipolar context will likely destabilize 
this fragile order with uncertain out-
comes.
Concerns were aggravated after rumors 
arose that the intelligence agencies of 
India were expending the same Israeli 
spyware to carry out surveillance of In-
dian lawyers, opposition, political lead-
ers, human rights activists, and mem-
bers of civil society. In current years, 
India has stridden efforts to strengthen 
its defensive and offensive cyber war-
fare proficiencies. 
Due to rivalry between India and Paki-
stan, both republics could possibly mark 
the other with cyber-attacks. Although 
neither Pakistan nor India has conced-
ed out a large-scale cyber-attack against 
their opponent so far, small-scale cy-
ber-attacks between both neighbors are 
becoming regular. 
The cyber-security attacks threat by In-
dia, drastically changes India’s emerging 
cybersecurity cooperation with Israel’s 
officials. The latter is a center for cyber-
security research and development. In 
June 2019, speaking at the 9th annual 
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PAKISTAN SCORES HIGH 
IN NUCLEAR SAFETY 

INDEX
The NTI (Nuclear Threat Initiative) 
Nuclear Security Index 2020, a nu-
clear observer has considered Paki-
stan as the “most improved country” 
in the standing for countries with 
weapons-usable nuclear materials. 
In its 2020 evaluation, the Nuclear 
Security Index mentioned Pakistan’s 
progresses due to its passage of new 
regulations, provide “sustainable 
security benefits.” A nuclear-armed 
possessed country since 1998, Paki-
stan upgraded its overall position by 
7 points, moving to the overall rank of 
19. Pakistan scores high (67-100) in 
Domestic Commitments and Capacity, 
medium (34-66) in both Security and 
Control Measures and Global Norms, 
and low (0-33) in Quantities and Sites.  
While, India ranks 20, China’s hold-
ing its stable ranking at 14, and has 
shown no modification in its score 
since 2018. According to the “Nation-
al Threat Initiative Nuclear Security 
Index” report for 2020, the majority 
of advancements were in the Secu-
rity and Control Measures category, 
which increased by 25 points, due to 
the new regulations. An improvement 
was also viewed in the Global Norms 
category, in which Pakistan’s ranking 
upgraded by one point. “Pakistan’s 
newest regulations mark a much larg-
er shift. Compared with other coun-
tries’ score improvements in the Se-
curity and Control Measures category, 
Pakistan’s increase of 25 points is the 
second-largest improvement of any 
country since the Index first launched 
in 2012.” The report also emphasized 
Pakistan’s standing in further catego-
ries owing to its sustained increase in 
quantities of weapons-usable nucle-
ar materials, and low in Risk Milieu. 
The report also underlined crucial 
steps obligatory to fill prevailing gaps. 
These contain necessitating more se-
vere control and accounting trials, 
strengthening regulations on insider 
threat prevention, necessitating se-
curity culture assessments, ratifying 
the International Convention for the 
Suppression of Nuclear Terrorism, 
and taking voluntary actions to sup-
port the “International Atomic Energy 
Agency” (IAEA).



World Reconciliation Summit, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
announced his commitment to Israel as 
one of the top five security forces in the 
world. He stressed that “When it comes 
to cyber bullying, Israel has invested 
more than any other country”. Indian 
officials are now also looking at the Is-
raeli Talpiot training program, which is 
one of its kind in the world. Under the 
program, Israel Defense Forces recruits 
some of the trained professionals in the 
country and teaches them advanced 
physics, mathematics and computer sci-
ence. It is known for producing experts 
who strengthen the research and devel-
opment of Israeli soldiers.
In 2013, March, the former CIA contrac-
tor Edward Snowden pointed out that 
Pakistan was among the countries of 
most targeted states for surveillance by 
the U.S. “National Space Agency” (NSA). 
In June 2017, Pakistan’s Senate Parlia-
mentary Committee once again warned 
the government that Pakistan was the 
main prey of cyber espionage attacks. 
As Pakistan is one of the world’s high-
est intelligence agencies, there are many 
calls coming across the country to pro-
vide computer storing facilities, invest 
in protecting the world’s refine digital 
infrastructure, and strengthen research 
purpose. Pakistan also needs a robust 
cybersecurity framework to combat 
identity theft, stealing of financial in-
formation, and surveillance of critical 
infrastructure.
Pakistan also does not have enough laws 
to respond to cyber threats. In 2016, Pa-
kistan ratified a cybercrime law called 
the “Prevention of Electronic Crimes 
Act, 2016”. Though, this action does not 
include many central aspects of cyber-
security. Pakistan needs strict cyberse-
curity rules that require corporations 
and organizations to shield their com-
puter systems and information from cy-
ber-attacks. These laws must authorize 
administrative departments, the energy 
industry, and health associations as well 
as financial institutions to protect their 
computer systems and information 
from being violated. Such measures are 
very important as the systems of almost 
all organizations are now connected to 
the internet and are increasingly depen-

dent on artificial intelligence and broad 
data analysis and turn it a vulnerable 
target for hackers. Cybersecurity ex-
perts, however, argue that corporations 
will not invest in cybersecurity unless 
managements force them.
Huge dependence on computers and in-
ternet has reshaped the life of every in-
dividual in several ways. It is supposed 
that the vast world has decreased in 
several devices and gadgets. The usage 
of technological gadgets is a common 
practice as from corresponding through 
e-mail to carrying out transactions elec-
tronically, going to places for study to 
e-learning, and flourishing businesses 
through e-business, the entire mat-
ter confines under one aspect. And for 
now, even governments, militaries, and 
national security organizations are de-
pendent on computer networks. This 
national dependence on the internet 
has called for the realization of certain 
governmental and non-state actors to 
arbitrate and exploit the dangers posed 
by cyberpace connections. As cyber-
pace has converted into a new place for 
terrorists and criminals to glorify their 
actions such as hiring fellow terrorists, 
mobilizing others through multiple 
platforms, providing communication 
tools and potential re-training and dis-
seminating illegal content and violence 
are all about Life anonymously cheaply.

The countries requires to invest in up-
dating its secret agencies to deal with 
cyber threats. In contemporary world 
affairs, there is no agency or associa-
tion fully committed to the country’s cy-
bersecurity. Pakistan needs a complete 
agency for defensive the country from 
cyber-attacks. For instance, “the United 
States has the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency” (CISA), and 
Israel has Unit 8200 or the “National Cy-
ber Security Authority” (NCSA). In Paki-
stan, the “National Response Center for 
Cyber Crime” (NR3C), a unit of the “Fed-
eral Investigation Agency” (FIA), deals 
with the cybercrimes. However, they 
lacks the volume to shield the country’s 
critical national infrastructure and is 
deficient in resources, manpower, and 
facilities. Pakistan has to deal with the 
threat to its critical infrastructure and 
the state runners should make all out 
exertions to guarantee the security of 
consistent substructures of the country. 
For that reason, it is crucial to target the 
national command system that remains 
critical to the national and economic 
security of Pakistan. The policy makers 
of Pakistani must recognize the instant 
and longlasting cyber threats and ar-
ticulate a cyber-security approach con-
sequently. Pakistan cannot ensure in-
clusive national and pecuniary security 
without effective management of these 
cyberthreats to rescue its secrecy and 
credibility. 
In a nutshell, in the era of digitalization 
the risk of security breach will also in-
tensify. As understood, the number of 
threats and attacks with various skills is 
likely to magnitude ten times in the fu-
ture course of action. Hence, there is a 
dire need that Pakistan should establish 
a national “Cyber Emergency Response 
Team” (CERT) to cater the forthcom-
ing cyber threats with reviewed policy 
against cyber-attacks. 
The functioning activities should re-
shape confidence of the international 
realm that the State of Pakistan is very 
serious about nuclear security and 
dropping the potentials for prolifera-
tion. The evolution of the security sys-
tem will need to be continued well in the 
future, but a substantial grounds should 
be existed for future course of actions.
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Six months after the start of the 
coronavirus recession the 
macroeconomic landscape has 
become more, not less, confus-
ing; with worst growth decline 
on record as financial markets 

are buoyant. As the crisis unfolded in 
February and March of this year, busi-
nesses were forced to rapidly shift their 
expectations for the future. . The severe 
intensity of the crisis fueled fears of sys-
temic meltdown, driven by liquidity and 
solvency problems cascading through 
the real and financial economy. Those 
risks stoked concerns of a new great de-
pression, while the unprecedented poli-
cy response also stoked concerns over 
higher inflation, often portrayed as the 
trigger of debt crisis and the end of dol-
lar hegemony.  A common expectation 
was that affluent economies would 
weather the crisis more adroitly than 
less developed ones, whose ability to re-
spond with policy would be more limit-
ed. Yet expectations about a clean cor-
relation between economic heft and 
crisis outcomes, including health out-
comes, have not been realized. The wide 
distribution of outcomes within the de-
veloped and emerging economy clusters 
illustrates the false dichotomy. Expecta-
tions for the path of the recovery were 
hotly debated, though a dominant early 
expectation was for a V-shaped i.e. re-
turn to pre-crisis trends recovery. In 
fact, V-shapes have emerged at both na-
tional level (notably China) and also 
within the US, where, for example, retail 
sales and housing (new home sales) 
have bounced back and exceeded 
pre-crisis levels. As recovery shapes are 
more about the eventual return to 
pre-crisis levels and growth rates, and 
less about speed, it is too early to tell.  

The extreme intensity of the crisis in-
fected expectations that everything will 
be different post-Covid. It is too early to 
say, but first contours have emerged on 
three dimensions of legacy: a break in 
the economic structural regime remains 
unlikely, particularly for the US econo-
my; as mentioned above, the structural 
damage question remains in flux; how-
ever there are many facets of microeco-
nomic and behavioral shifts that look 
likely to become permanent, creating 
opportunity in adversity for some sec-
tors and companies. While all economic 
downturns have their own idiosyncra-
sies, the underlying dynamics of this 
pandemic-induced recession were simi-
lar across the world: A health emergen-
cy requiring restrictive public health in-
terventions creates a severe economic 
disruption, which must be bridged by 
economic policy. World observed a de-
gree of substitutability between the two 
policy dimensions that shape macro 
outcomes: Successful public health in-
terventions reduce the cost, risk, and 
complexity of the needed economic pol-
icy response. Equity markets are one 
means to gauge the future, as the asset 
class purports to reflect the present val-
ue of future cash flows. The full recovery 
to pre-crisis levels of some markets is 
widely seen as seriously dissonant with 
the extreme hardship afflicting the real 
economy. Yet, apart from some idiosyn-
crasies (large weight in tech stocks who 
have won in the pandemic as well as in-
creasingly negative real rates making 
equities relatively more attractive), we 
think the markets reflect an embedded 
view on the substitutability of health 
policy and economic policy. The 
COVID-19 pandemic presents a substan-
tial shock to the postwar order, estab-
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lished by the United States and its allies. 
Now downturn in Western economies 
could boost a rising China, while a glob-
al depression could breed support for 
protectionism. International bodies de-
signed to safeguard public health ap-
pear weak and unable to contain the 
crisis, and alliances with transatlantic 
partners are fraying as nations turn in-
ward and close borders. The geopoliti-
cal implications of a crisis that is still 
unfolding. Three scenarios are sketched 
out for the possible direction of the 
global system post-COVID-19. In a situa-
tion of intense crisis, scenarios help to 
reduce the scope of possibilities, de-
crease uncertainty, and make the differ-
ent options more visible. The COVID-19 
global pandemic is a milestone event in 
world history, which future generations 
will talk, read and ponder about; it is be-
ing foreseen that the resultant world-
wide lockdown will severely impact the 
world economy to cataclysmic propor-
tions, thereby leading to a great depres-
sion. Fifty year old concept New Inter-
national Economic Order (NIEO) is 
re-conceptualizing generically. World’s 
Economic Center of Gravity (ECoG) is 
the weighted mean centre of the world, 
weighted by each country’s wealth 
(GNP). The eastward shift of global 
ECoG has brought about new equations 
in world’s geopolitics. The share of 
emerging markets in Global GDP now 
exceeds that of the developed world. 
BRICS has become a political reality 
since 2010s; and it will soon surpass G7 
in terms of GDP.  The pandemic accom-
panied with lockdown is likely to hasten 
the decline of west represented by G7, 
and accelerate the rise of east repre-
sented by BRICS. The orient is avenging 
the occident for demeaning its glorious 
civilizations, and reclaiming its econom-
ic and political space, that it lost due to 
political colonialism accompanied by 
economic imperialism.  This crisis will 
likely cause an acceleration of trends 
that will significantly increase produc-
tivity, potentially allowing our children 
and grandchildren to enjoy living stan-
dards we can only imagine and perhaps 
wiping out poverty and inequality. Just 
prior to the current crisis, unemploy-
ment was low in most advanced econo-
mies. Working-age populations were 

starting to decline. New technologies 
offered the promise that we could pro-
duce more with less labor, enhancing 
living standards without too much dis-
placement of workers.  A sharp increase 
in unemployment in the months ahead 
will hurt the economic recovery and 
could create conditions for a more tradi-
tional recession. More business failures, 
bankruptcies, and restructurings could 
have a negative impact on credit market 
conditions.  The European Central Bank 
and the Bank of England might be re-
quired to further ease monetary policy 
and inject more liquidity into financial 
markets.  Governments, already 
stretched, will debate whether to en-
gage in further stimulus, fearful that ex-
cessive levels of debt will be difficult to 
service in the future. The European 
Union, which has already earmarked 
750 billion euros to assist member 
states, might debate whether to do 
more. The development of a successful 
vaccine, however, would surely be a 
game changer and enable a return to 
economic normalcy. Turbulent global 
economy due to the COVID-19 coronavi-
rus pandemic has placed China in a 
unique position to lead the subsequent 
recovery. Like other countries hit by 
COVID-19, China’s economy suffered 
greatly over the course of the outbreak. 
China’s GDP contracted by 6.8 percent 
year-on-year during the January-March 
period, including an enormous 39.2 per-

cent drop in Hubei province, the epicen-
ter of the outbreak. Now China has 
largely gotten COVID-19 under control 
and the economy has mostly re-opened, 
at a time when much of the rest of the 
world is facing the worst of the virus. 
While many governments are in crisis 
management, the Chinese government 
is now looking ahead towards putting 
the economy back on track for the rest 
of 2020 and beyond. Due to the size of 
China’s economy, its success will be in-
strumental in revitalizing the global 
economy as a whole and with the virus 
under control and ambitious economic 
policies set to be released; China ap-
pears well-positioned to accomplish 
just that. China has successfully gotten 
the spread of COVID-19 mostly under 
control, and compared to other major 
economies, is well equipped to identify 
and isolate new cases that may emerge 
in the future. After the virus first 
emerged in late 2019, the outbreak 
spread rapidly in January and early Feb-
ruary, at which point the vast majority 
of global COVID-19 cases were located 
in China. However, once the government 
recognized the virus, it responded with 
strong measures to curtail its spread. In 
contrast to China, several other major 
economies are now facing the worst of 
the virus, and the strategies that some 
governments are employing may pro-
long the spread. In the US, for example, 
COVID-19 spread in earnest in March, 
and there are now already over a million 
cases in the country.  Although the 
spread of the virus in the US is far from 
under control, some states have already 
begun partially lifting their lockdowns 
and others are planning on following. 
Such measures will likely lead to the 
continued spread of the virus, meaning 
that the worst of the outbreak in the US 
will almost certainly last significantly 
longer than it did in China. Before 
COVID-19 emerged, most economists 
expected China’s GDP to grow by around 
six percent in 2020. Growth at this rate 
would have made the Communist Party 
reach its goal of doubling 2010 GDP and 
per capita income levels by 2021, in cel-
ebration of the Party’s 100th anniversa-
ry.  While six percent growth is no lon-
ger on the cards for 2020, President Xi 
recently signaled that the government is 
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not taking its foot off the pedal in meet-
ing previously announced goals. In an 
appearance in northwest China’s 
Shaanxi province, Xi acknowledged the 
difficulty for government officials to 
meet targets but also reaffirmed the 
need to meet the Party’s centenary 
goals. To do so, China will likely enact a 
stimulus package to jolt the economy 
back to life, which may be announced at 
the upcoming Two Sessions meetings 
set to begin on May 21. Because of the 
government’s high levels of debt ema-
nating from its stimulus in response to 
the 2008 financial crash, this round will 
likely be lower. Still, the stimulus pack-
age will be sizeable, this time focused on 
developing “new infrastructure”, such as 
5G networks, NEV charging stations, en-
ergy efficiency programs, and other ini-
tiatives that will help build China’s econ-
omy of the future. If China’s stimulus 

policies are effective, they will not only 
stabilize the economy in the short-term 
but help transition the country towards 
a high-tech and service-driven economy 
to set the stage for the coming decade. 
The global economic outlook is highly 
uncertain due to the unpredictable na-
ture of COVID-19 and the ability of dif-
ferent countries to control its spread. 
Given the current situation, however, 
economists generally expect economic 
contraction in 2020 before a recovery in 
2021. If and when China’s economic 
stimulus policies are enacted, the coun-
try’s economy will be on the upswing.  
Despite the contraction in China’s econ-
omy during the first quarter of 2020, the 
IMF still projects the economy to grow 
by 1.2 percent for the year. For 2021, the 
IMF predicts China’s economy will grow 
by 9.2 percent, leading all major econo-
mies. While this year’s 1.2 percent is sig-

nificantly lower than the approximately 
six percent growth most economists ex-
pected for China before the coronavirus 
outbreak hit, that China will manage 
positive growth at all is a testament to 
its strength. And if the IMF’s projections 
are correct, China will be rapidly making 
up for lost time in 2021. In contrast to 
China, economists predict most major 
economies to contract in 2020. Although 
the US has already pumped massive 
amounts of money into stabilizing the 
economy, such as through a $2.3 trillion 
financing package, the IMF projects the 
US to contract by 5.9 percent in 2020 
and grow by 4.7 percent in 2021. Simi-
larly, the IMF expects the Euro Area to 
decrease by 7.5 percent in 2020 before 
bouncing back to 4.7 percent the next 
year. Just as emerging Asian markets 
were the key contributors of global eco-
nomic growth before the COVID-19 pan-
demic, they will be essential in driving 
the recovery. With the virus largely un-
der control in China and the government 
equipped with the resources to stimu-
late the economy, China is set to be a 
leader in the global recovery; on the 
back of both is unparalleled production 
capacity and enormous consumption 
market. Ultimately, however, a global re-
covery will depend on the ability of gov-
ernments worldwide to contain 
COVID-19, thereby preventing future 
outbreaks and allowing countries to re-
open for business. In the case of the eco-
nomic crisis set off by COVID-19, then, 
economic recovery begins with an effec-
tive public health response across the 
globe. Global economy is expected to 
grow at a modest pace; the global econ-
omy to expand at a rate of around 3.2% 

Outperforming Business Sectors in Post Covid Era 
Some businesses experienced a demand surge due to the pandemic and likely to continue growing well into the future. 
•           Remote working tools & software sector could benefit even more in the long run as businesses prepare for the next ep-
idemic. Mobile app data analyst Sensor Tower reports heightened mobile app downloads for work-from-home services across 
the board. Zoom alone saw 109% download growth. “Many businesses are making their first moves into remote work and 
gravitating toward the biggest players, like Zoom or Microsoft. 
•           E-learning expects a short-term demand surge as schools are closed but classes aren’t. This trend also could continue in 
the long run for both on-site and off-site learning as e-learning technologies continue to advance. 
•           Entertainment short-run growth is likely due to the demand surge; the trend already began prior to the pandemic and 
will continue to grow in the long run. The pandemic has also pushed previously inconspicuous social apps into the public eye.  
•           Virtual reality (VR) The consumer VR hardware and software market size will nearly triple over the next three years, to 
more than $16 billion by 2022, up from $6.2 billion in 2019, according to a Statista projection. Short-term demand may be up, 
but the sector’s growth could also be held back by supply chain disruptions, as with Apple iPads and Facebook VR headsets, 
which are now in short supply due to COVID-19. 
•           Pharmaceutical & medical devices’ demand will be up in the short term, but also likely in the long run due to society age-
ing in general. Deloitte predicts prescription drug sales will reach $1.18 trillion by 2024. There will also be higher activity from 
medical technology companies. For example, under Beijing’s “Made in China 2025” initiative, the country wants to increase use 
of domestically produced medical devices to 70% by 2025. 
•           Logisticsin the short term, winners include those that can effectively deal with collapsed air freight capacity due to air-
lines’ route suspensions while meeting shipping demand spikes, especially from supermarket suppliers and e-commerce play-
ers. Long-term demand will grow as e-commerce continues to grow, and especially if social distancing becomes a widespread 
practice in society. 
•           Virtual healthcare a short-term demand surge is expected; possible long-term growth is possible if governments shift 
their focus to investing more into preparing for the next pandemic event. Hybrid sectors also warrant a look, such as the global 
virtual reality healthcare market, which is anticipated to reach $3.44 billion by 2027. 
•           Contactless technology short-term demand for readily available products is expected, but it will take some time for pro-
ducers to develop new technologies and products.  
•           Freelancing/gig economy could be a short-term demand surge and long-term demand growth as this is already an ongo-
ing trend in many countries that has little to do with the pandemic itself and is more related to structural change in economies. 
Freelancing aggregator Truelancer currently pegs the global freelancer market at $2 billion to $3 billion with a growth rate of 
14%. 
•           Electronic transfers short-run demand growth is expected to accelerate the transition from paper to paperless in the long 
run; once people get used to paperless, it will be hard to go back.  
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in purchasing power parity (PPP) terms 
which is below the 21st century average 
of 3.8% per annum. All of the major 
economies to grow buoyed, in part, by 
accommodative financial conditions. US 
economic activity is likely to expand by 
around 2%, in line with its potential 
rate. Given the historically low unem-
ployment rate, US employers, however, 
find it increasingly difficult to hire staff.  
The Eurozone is expected to grow at ap-
proximately half that rate (i.e. around 
1%). Germany and other economies are 
sensitive to global trade flows, to be-
come more reliant on household con-
sumption as a source of growth instead 
of net exports and investment. In the 
emerging world, we expect the Chinese 
economy to expand by less than 6%-- 
but it can still add the equivalent of Sau-
di Arabia to the world economy in one 
year. World’s six other largest emerging 
economies, including Turkey, should 
also grow in this scenario. The US is ex-
pected to run a $1.2 trillion government 
deficit. The Eurozone which is about the 
same size as the US economy will run a 
government deficit about 1/10 the size 
of the US. In fact, almost half of the Euro-
zone member states to run a govern-
ment budget surplus in 2020. Cyprus, 
Luxembourg and Germany are expected 
to run the largest surplus relative to 
their economic size while France and It-
aly are expected to be on the opposite 
end of the spectrum with continuing 
budget deficits. Germany is likely to 
come under renewed pressure to either 
increase its government spending or ac-
cept ‘lower for longer’ interest rates. 
Further afield, of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries, we only expect 
Qatar to run a government surplus in 
2020. This could mean more policy ac-
tion in the future to balance government 
budgets across the GCC. According to 
the United Nations, in 2020, the world’s 
population is expected to reach 7.7 bil-
lion, which is around a 10% increase 
compared to a decade ago. China, India 
and Sub Saharan Africa are expected to 
drive around half of the world’s annual 
population increase. At the same time, 
the number of people above the age of 
60 globally is expected to surpass the 
one billion mark.  China is expected to 
have a larger number of people above 
the age of 65 than all the six other larg-
est emerging economies put together. 

This could also be an opportunity for 
businesses in advanced economies, who 
have been dealing with such issues for 
decades. In relative terms i.e. the pro-
portion of people above the age of 65 
relative to the country’s entire popula-
tion, Japan is expected to remain the 
greyest country in the world and Niger 
is expected to be the youngest.  In this 
global economic scenario, K-shaped re-
covery is taking hold of emerging mar-
kets; stocks and currencies from wealth-
ier developing nations are 
outperforming their poorer peers amid 
the coronavirus outbreak, magnifying 
the gap between the haves and have-
nots of the global economy. The gulf may 
even get wider if the pandemic leads to 
deeper recessions in less wealthy na-
tions due to their lower capacity for 
containing the virus.  A study of 17 
emerging markets has found a 42 per 
cent correlation between gross domes-
tic product per capita and stock perfor-
mance since the virus-fueled risk sell-
off began on Jan 20 until early this week. 
The correlation between GDP per capita 
and currency returns was 31 per cent. 
As long as the virus lasts the K-shaped 
divergence will continue; in the EM 
world with rapidly rising debt and deep 
recessions, the cost of servicing debt is 
going to get more burdensome and we 
cannot rule out some financial crises or 
major debt restructuring.  Wealthier 
emerging markets have been better 
placed to rebound from the March sell-
off due to more advanced technology 
and governance that have given them 
greater flexibility to respond to the pan-

demic. They have have been able to limit 
the impact of lockdowns and social dis-
tancing, make larger fiscal responses, 
and are better equipped with the re-
sources needed to curb the outbreak, 
such as hospitals, test centers and quar-
antine facilities. Countries such as South 
Korea and Poland have seen the small-
est increase in economic disruptions, 
according to an effective lockdown in-
dex compiled by Goldman Sachs Group. 
The gauge takes into account a combi-
nation of government restrictions that 
suppress activity and adds social dis-
tancing numbers based on Google mo-
bility data. There has been a negative 
correlation of 54 per cent between 
Goldman’s gauges and per capita GDP. In 
turn, countries with the lowest lock-
down index have tended to see the best 
stock market and currency perfor-
mance. The rich-poor divide among 
emerging markets is widest in Asia. The 
stock returns from the four economies 
with per capita GDP above US$10,000 
last year - China, South Korea, Taiwan 
and Malaysia - has been 20 per cent 
above that of the nations which fall be-
low that level, including India, Indone-
sia, the Philippines and Thailand. While 
this is partly due to the number of tech-
nology companies listed in the former 
countries, it is also due to the fact that 
authorities there have been able to 
spend more to reassure citizens and in-
vestors. South Korea’s fiscal response to 
the pandemic, including three supple-
mentary budgets, totals 270 trillion won 
(S$309.9 billion), or about 14 per cent 
of GDP, providing support to the stock 
market even as the local outbreak has 
worsened. In contrast, the Philippine 
government has said it’s unable to fund 
the 1.3 trillion pesos (S$36.5 billion) 
stimulus package approved in June. The 
nation’s stock market is the region’s 
worst performer this year, dropping 
more than 25 per cent. Looking ahead, 
lower rates of infection, greater policy 
space, and stronger health services may 
help more affluent countries maintain 
their lead in the economic recovery. 
Richer emerging economies are likely to 
gain access to effective coronavirus vac-
cines sooner, following the steps of 
wealthy developed nations. There is 
even a risk bigger economy will monop-
olize supply, a scenario that played out 
in the 2009 swine flu pandemic. 
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The 43-page report by the Of-
fice of the UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), released on July 
8, 2019, raises serious con-
cerns about abuses by state 

security forces and armed groups in 
Kashmir. The Indian government dis-
missed the report as a “false and moti-
vated narrative” that ignored “the core 
issue of cross-border terrorism.” Paki-
stan welcomed the report. The OHCHR 
found that Indian security forces often 
used excessive force to respond to pro-
tests that began in July 2016, including 
continued use of pellet-firing shotguns 
as a crowd-control weapon even 
though they have caused a large num-
ber of civilian deaths and injuries. The 
report also decried the lack of justice 
for past abuses such as killing and 
forced displacement of Hindu Kashmi-
ri Pandits, enforced or involuntary dis-
appearances, and alleged sexual vio-
lence. It expressed concern over new 
allegations of torture and deaths in 
custody. The UN human rights office 
also said that India should amend its 
Public Safety Act, an administrative de-
tention law that allows detention with-
out charge or trial for up to two years.
Despite international calls, the Indi-
an-administered part of the majori-
ty-Muslim region, known as Jammu 
and Kashmir had its special status 

within the constitution revoked by the 
Indian Government on 5 August 2019, 
placing it under tighter central control. 
Pakistan has argued that the move vio-
lates international law. The UN SG 
made a statement in August 2019, “The 
Secretary-General also recalls the 
1972 Agreement on bilateral relations 
between India and Pakistan also 
known as the Simla Agreement, which 
states that the final status of Jammu 
and Kashmir is to be settled by peace-
ful means”, under the UN Charter. The 
SC hold a consultative meeting in Au-
gust 2019 on this issue for the first 
time since 1965 when the resolution 
211 had been issued on enforcing a 
ceasefire and calls on India and Paki-
stan to utilize all peaceful means to-
wards a settlement to the political 
problem underlying the present con-
flict.The UN has long maintained an 
institutional presence in the contested 
area, divided by a so-called Line of 
Control. The UN Military Observer 
Group in Indian and Pakistan (UNMO-
GIP) observes and reports on any 
ceasefire violations. Resolution 39 of 
SC established the United Nations 
Commission for India and Pakistan 
(UNCIP) on January 20, 1948. The UN-
CIP’s established function was (1) to 
investigate the facts that gave rise to 
the Kashmir dispute, and (2) to exer-
cise any mediatory influence likely to 

The UN Secretary-General 
recalled the 1972 Simla 
Agreement, which states 

that the final status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir is to be 

settled by peaceful means.

ARTICLE

18 September2020

Dr Elaaf Hadi

Minister Plenipotentiary in the Permanent 
Mission of the Republic of Iraq to the UN, Also 

a Political Expert on Security Council of the UN 
and Counter-Terrorism issues. 2019. 

International Organizations Reporting 
Atrocities in Kashmir



smooth away difficulties, to carry out 
directions given by the Security Coun-
cil, and to report on the progress of ex-
ecuting the advice and directions of the 
Security Council. The Security Council 
also passed Resolution 47 in April 
1948, which was and remains the Se-
curity Council’s outlined structure for 
a recommended permanent solution. 
Resolution 47 set forth a two-part rec-
ommendation consisting of demili-
tarization and plebiscite. One reason 
for the Security Council’s failure in 
bringing a permanent resolution to the 
Kashmir conflict is the Council’s view 
of the conflict as political rather than 
legal. From the beginning, the Security 
Council framed the problem as primar-
ily a political dispute rather than look-
ing to a major legal underpinning of 
the dispute: the Instrument of Acces-
sion’s validity or lack thereof. The right 
to self-determination is a vital compo-
nent of human dignity. On 5 January 
1949, the United Nations Commission 
on India and Pakistan (UNCIP) adopt-
ed the resolution that guarantees a 
free and fair plebiscite in Jammu and 
Kashmir to enable the Kashmiri people 
to realize their right to self-determina-
tion. It was on January 5, 1949, when 
the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) passed a resolution supporting 
the Kashmiris’ right to decide their fu-
ture by themselves through an 
UN-sponsored plebiscite.The legal sit-
uation of this issue is complex since it 
includes HR abuses; political and legal 

disputes between two nuclear powers; 
and terrorism can take advantage of 
this crisis. In other words, the case of 
Jammu and Kashmir represents a con-
cern for international peace and secu-
rity. The theoretical background of 
moral obligations in favour of political 
choices in Rawls treatises: His theory 

of justice as fairness describes a soci-
ety of free citizens holding equal basic 
rights and cooperating within an egali-
tarian economic system. His theory of 
political liberalism delineates the legit-
imate use of political power in a de-
mocracy and envisions how civic unity 
might endure despite the diversity of 
worldviews that free institutions allow.
Thus, in reflective equilibrium one’s 
specific political judgments (e.g., “slav-
ery is unjust,” “imprisonment without 
trial is unjust”) support one’s more 
general political convictions (e.g., “all 
citizens have certain basic rights”) 
(e.g., “all citizens are free and equal”).
According to this principle, political 
power may only be used in ways that 
all citizens can reasonably be expected 
to endorse. Those coerced by law must 
be able to endorse the society’s funda-
mental political arrangements freely, 
not because they are dominated or ma-
nipulated or kept uninformed.Reason-
able citizens want to live in a society in 
which they can cooperate with their 
fellow citizens on terms that are ac-
ceptable to all. Reasonable citizens 
want, in short, to belong to a society 
where political power is legitimately 
used.All citizens should have the famil-
iar basic rights and liberties: liberty of 
conscience and freedom of association, 
freedom of speech and liberty of the 
person, the rights to vote, to hold pub-
lic office, to be treated in accordance 
with the rule of law, and so on. The first 
principle accords these rights and lib-

erties to all citizens equally. Citizens 
are free in being able to take responsi-
bility for planning their own lives. In 
other words, people have the right of 
choice to plan and run their private 
and political lives. Rawlsian citizens 
are not only free and equal; they are 
also reasonable and rational. In the law 
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Rawls’s solution to the chal-
lenge of is for a political power 
to be exercised under a polit-
ical conception of justice. The 
three most fundamental ideas 
that Rawls finds in the public 

political culture of a democrat-
ic society are that citizens are 

free and equal and that society 
should be a fair system of coop-

eration. However, all political 
conceptions of justice will share 

certain basic features:
1- will ascribe to all citizens 

familiar with individual rights 
and liberties, such as rights of 
free expression, liberty of con-
science, and freedom of choice;
2- A political conception will 
give special priority to these 

rights and liberties, especially 
over demands to further the 

general good
3- A political conception will 
assure all citizens sufficient 
all-purpose means to make 

effective use of their freedoms.
Rawls holds that justice as 

fairness is the most egalitarian, 
and also the most plausible 

interpretation of fundamental 
concepts of rights. Thus, the 

individual does not need to be 
born into a rich or a poor fami-
ly, female or male, or a member 
of a particular racial group, and 
so on. Citizens are not entitled 
to more of the benefits of social 
cooperation, or to be favoured 
by social institutions, simply 

because of them. These guiding 
ideas of justice as fairness are 
given institutional form by its 
two principles of justiceFirst 

Principle: Each person has the 
right to equal basic liberties 
and rights;Second Principle: 



of peoples, Rawls believes that 
non-democratic unstable society con-
sists of unhappy individuals, and this 
situation conducted by fundamental-
ism in the interpretation of what is 
right, which forcibly imposed on oth-
ers. This situation has regional and in-
ternational consequences, especially 
among overlapped peoples. Rawls citi-
zen is not utopian since the individual 
choices and thoughts are affected by 
the historical discourse and general 
conditions. It will be very difficult to 
have a reasonable and rational individ-
ual if his/her basic rights are not met 
included his cultural heritage. Injustice 
as fairness, Rawls calls this reasonable-
ness the capacity for a sense of justice. 
Citizens are also rational: they can pur-
sue and revise their view of what is 
valuable in human life. Rawls calls this 
the capacity for a conception of the 
good. Together these capacities are 
called the two moral powers. The origi-
nal position aims to move from these 
abstract conceptions to determine 
principles of social justiceThe original 
position is a fair situation in which each 
individual is represented as only a free 
and equal. The design of the original 
position thus models the ideas of free-
dom, equality and fairness. Without the 
original position honored we will never 
have a stable prosperous society, and 
sustainable peace. This 
is very important since 
any violation from any 
side to the original 
agreement gives the 
right to the individual to 
pursue his political 
choices out of the cur-
rent non just context. If 
the individual feels, he is 
not secured or treated 
with the respect he will 
eagerly mobilize to leave 
this environment. How-
ever, Rawls theories not 
only apply for individu-
als since egalitarianism 
is a basic part of his trea-
tises. Rawls argues, re-
stricting the political and religious lib-
erties of a weak minority might endure 
the system but threaten the existence 
of the original position of equality and 
fairness. Under the two principles, soci-
ety’s basic institutions should guaran-
tee a public basis for each individual’s 
self-respect. To the end, three factors 
are indispensably important which are: 
1- the constitution should recognize 
the two principles of justice; the legis-
lative process should be reasonable 
and rationale within the constitutional 
framework; the political, legal and so-
cial conduct of officials should respect 
justice and fairness. To ensure fair op-
portunity regardless of differences, the 
state must also fund high-quality edu-
cation for all, must also guarantee both 
a basic minimum income and health 
care for all. The case of Kurdistan of 
Iraq is also relevant in this regards, as 
we all know that Kurds suffered from 
atrocities perpetrated by Saddam’s dic-

tator regime. They were, along with 
other components of Iraqi society, vic-
tims of Saddam vicious behaviour. In 
the light of popular uprising in 1991 
United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 688, adopted on 5 April 1991, 
expressing concern over political re-
pression of the Iraqi people, including 
those in Iraqi Kurdistan, the Council 
condemned the repression and de-
manded that Iraq, as a contribution to 
removing the threat to international 
peace and security, end the repression 
and respect the human rights of its 

population. The Council insisted that 
Iraq allow access by international hu-
manitarian organizations to the areas 
affected, requesting the Secretary-Gen-

eral to report on the Iraqi and Kurdish 
populations affected by repression 
from the Iraqi authorities, using all re-

sources possible to address the needs 
of the population. To this end, Iraq and 
the UN signed an MOU to distribute 
hundreds of UN guards in the north of 
Iraq. France, the United Kingdom, and 

the United States used Resolution 688 
to establish Iraqi no-fly zones to pro-
tect humanitarian operations in Iraq, 
though the resolution made no explicit 
reference to no-fly zones. This experi-
ence of SC was unique, i.e. the first, by 
interfering in domestic issues to pro-
tect Human Rights. The SC for the first 
time recognized HRs violations as a 
threat to international peace and secu-
rity. It has important consequences on 
the future of Iraq, especially, in the af-
termath of the US invasion in 2003. The 
political leaders in Baghdad and Erbil 
made it clear to preserve Iraq unity in 
2003 and they worked for hand in hand 
to craft a new constitution that pro-
motes democracy and human rights. 
But, unfortunately, despite, the suc-
cessful steps of democracy in Iraq, 
Kurdistan of Iraq leaders decide to or-
ganize a referendum of independence 
in 2017. Here I would like to recognize 
the referendum crisis as a crisis of con-
fidence. This situation arose and accu-
mulated due to the political failure that 
accompanied the behaviour of the po-
litical elite. However, the most import-
ant reason conduced to the referendum 
was due to the failure to establish a just 
social order based on a stable political 
process whichhonours the constitu-
tional democracy. The political elite 
failed to tackle the sectarian quota sys-

tem that paralyzed the re-
form movement and the 
whole process was drawn 
into a game of accusations, 
especially on successive se-
curity failures. This constitu-
tion, which is supposed to be 
a protector of democracy 
and the rights of the people, 
has turned into a great bur-
den on the shoulders of the 
political process. For in-
stance, article 140/2, which 
impose responsibility on the 
executive authority to take 
measures to ensure normal-
ization and statistics, and 
ends with a referendum in 
Kirkuk and other disputed 

areas, to determine the political choice 
of its citizens. The delay in implement-
ing the constitution and the failure of 
the two parties to find a sound constitu-
tional structural formula for the rela-
tionship between Baghdad and Erbil 
led to illegal, unilateral action repre-
sented in the referendum. This matter 
does not apply to the relationship be-
tween the Kurds and the Arabs only, but 
rather expands to include the relation-
ship between individuals and groups, 
whether on the political or societal lev-
el. However, despite the elements of po-
litical turmoil in Iraq, The SC through 
direct and decisive intervention in Iraq 
in 1991 has guaranteed special political 
status for Kurdistan of Iraq, into which 
at least the minimum standards of 
Kurds rights could be met successfully. 
This kind of role was not the title of the 
discussion in the international commu-
nity which has not tackled the issue of 
essential rights of Kashmir’s people. 

ARTICLE

20 September2020



It has been one year since Kashmir remains 
in total lockdown. Narendra Modi, the flag 
carrier of the right-wing, BJP, The Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP), has called outright 
damage to the Indian Secular tradition; 
Amit Shah, the Indian Interior Minister, 
announced the approval of the presiden-
tial decree revoking the autonomies to the 
areas of Jammu and Kashmir granted by 
articles 370 and 35-A of the Indian consti-
tution thereby cancelling the autonomy of 
Kashmir and changing the basic rights of 
the Kashmiri people. After August 5, 2019, 
the Kashmir was cut off from the rest of 
India with no access to media information, 
including internet, telecommunications, 
and phone lines blocked. Furthermore, the 
COVID 19 emergency added fuel to the fire 
because the Indian government has used 
instrumentally the justification of the pan-
demic to justify its heinous acts of brutality 
and violence. 
Kashmir is the largest Muslim-majority 
province in India. According to Jammu and 
Kashmir, Official Portal the total population 
is 10,143,700 which 67% are Muslim. The 
ongoing conflict in Jammu and Kashmir is 
among the oldest unresolved conflicts un-
der United Nations, Until now there have 
been three wars between the two coun-
tries: in 1948, 1965 and 1971, the year in 
which the war of eastern Pakistan began 
and led to the birth of Bangladesh as an 
independent country. The intervention 
of India was decisive for the course of the 
conflict. The Partition of India Act of 1945 
established that the areas with a Muslim 
majority belonged to Pakistan while those 
with a Hindu majority in India. Contrary 
to the act of division, India occupied other 
Muslim-majority areas such as Junagadh 
and Hyderabad. 

The rivalry between Hindus and Muslims 
did not arise at the dawn of the Partition, 
but it has ancient roots. The idea of the the-
ory of two nations (Hindus and Muslims 
in India as two nations), considered a pre-
cursor of the idea of Pakistan, dates back 
to the first Arab conquest of India carried 
out by Mohammad Bin Qasim in the eighth 
century B.C.In 1017 Abu Rayhan Moham-
med Ibn-e-AhmadAlbiruni, an Iranian Mus-
lim scholar and traveller, visited India and 
wrote a document on Indian culture (Tah-
qiq ma li-Al-Hind.) after studying Hindu 
practices. Thanks to his writings on the tra-
ditions and customs of the various Indian 
regions, he received the title of Al-Ustadh, 
(Master), becoming the founder of Indolo-
gy. One of his most quoted statements was 
that concerning cultural differences be-
tween Muslims and Hindus in India during 
the medieval period. According to Al Biruni 
“Hindus and Muslims belong to two differ-
ent religious philosophies, social and cul-
tural traditions. They do not marry or forge 
a social relationship, but, on the contrary, 
they belong to two different cultures based 
on conflicting ideas and conceptions”. 
The Muslims of the Indian subcontinent be-
lieved that the dream of a separate Muslim 
state could turn their fortunes and when 
Pakistan came into being, it was that dream 
realized. However, the Partition opened 
many questions about princely states. 
Among the princely state was the state of 
Kashmir, which had been ruled under sev-
eral rulers. When the partition took place 
this Muslim majority area did not become a 
part of Pakistan and became an unfinished 
agenda of the Partition.
On 5 August 2019, the Kashmiri’s right to 
self-determination was neglected when 
900,000 Indian military personnel renders 

Fundamental rights and civil 
liberties of Kashmiri Muslims 
were curtailed through the 

imposition of curfew, strikes 
and continued violence and 
intensive re-militarization.
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the region the ‘most militarized zone in the 
world’. The Article-370 allowed the prov-
ince to preserve its culture despite being in 
the centre of the Hindu world. Their repeal 
deprived the Muslim population of many 
rights; Kashmir is currently isolated, mili-
tarized; some Muslim religious festivity has 
been greatly limited and, for the first time 
in Kashmir’s history the Eid Milad congre-
gation were not allowed at the Hazrat Bal 
shrine in Srinagar. Clashes between mili-
tary and civilians have provoked hundreds 
of deaths and dozens of activists and politi-
cians were arrested increasing the risks of 
geopolitical instability in the entire region. 
This lockdown targeted 200 million of peo-
ple who are prisoners in their homes. In 
recent year, the presence of armed forces 
has been strongly increased with the con-
sequence of the increasing of resentment of 
the people.

There is a deep concern about the protec-
tion of human rights in the region because 
the access to the area for foreign observers, 
including diplomats, humanitarian groups 
and journalists, is strictly controlled. No re-
porters were allowed access to the area to 
follow the August 2019 protests. Even now 
foreign envoys are being given police es-
corts, apparently for their safety, and rarely 
obtained permission to travel outside the 
main city of Srinagar.
Kashmir’s situation has always been com-
plicated but under Modi’s presidency, and 
now his Hindutva agenda, a term often 
translated as “Hindu nationalism” is no 
more a secret. The Bhartiya Janata Par-
ty, currently in power in India and gained 
control of key government institutions. BJP 
was born from the ashes of the Bhartiya 
Janata Sangh party, an ultra-nationalist or-
ganization and ideology founded in 1951. 
The Bhartiya Janata uses the RSS (Rashtri-

ya Swayamsevak Sangh) as it’s the military 
strength. The Ahmadabad revolt in Gujarat 
in 2002 it is an emblematic example of its 
ideology many political experts believe 
it was born out of the political will of the 
current Prime Minister of India, Narendra 
Modi. During first Modi’s term his govern-
ment was more focused on its economic 
agenda and foreign international partner-
ships, but under the second presidency, the 
political situation has worsened day by day. 
Hindutva Modi’s agenda contains elements 
of racial supremacy and the goal is pushing 
India into an authoritarian, Hindu nation-
alist state’. 
During the last election campaign, Modi 
has strategically chosen to increase “war 
hysteria” and to channel rhetoric of hatred 
against Pakistan. The anti-Muslim and an-
ti-minority feeling has reached a danger-
ous level in a country that is considered 
the largest democracy in the world. With 
tensions between India and Pakistan es-
calating, the future of peace in South Asia 
risks a crisis that can lead to war. There is 
a need for the International Community 
to recognize the severe threat of genocide 
and bloodbath once the curfew is lifted. In 
this context, Modi should be complicit of 
war crimes against his population and be 
brought under the International Criminal 
Court. Modi’s reconfirmation opens up im-
portant political and social questions like 
the success of a leader of an ultra-national-
ist party who for years has fomented racial 
hatred policies in a country where, during 
his previous government, social inequali-
ties have grown. In 2014, few experts un-
derstood that India had opened the doors 
to populism, Modi’s popularity and success 
came “from below”, that is, from that “in-
visible social class” that no longer felt rep-
resented by the political elite of Congress, 
involved in corruption scandals and now 
far from the needs of the people.  Naren-
dra Modi has turned his political attention 
towards those parts of the Indian popula-
tion who live in the villages or slums. These 
millions of people, in need of any kind of 
assistance, have heard, for the first time af-
ter years, a politician who turned directly 
to them, obtaining at least a part of them, 
toilets, electricity and gas connections and 
faster and easier access to bank loans. Fur-
thermore, the political and military com-
parison with Pakistan, manipulated by 
Modi and the Indian media shortly before 
the start of the electoral race, has been able 
to regain the hearts of millions of Indians 
by giving them back a long-forgotten na-
tional pride. 
India’s free press has played a crucial 
role in protecting this country’s democ-
racy since its independence from Britain 
in 1947. Since Mr Modi came to power in 
2014, they say, his government has tried to 
control the country’s news media and Indi-
an journalists here now feel under attack. 
Many international media and rights orga-
nizations have severely criticized arbitrary 
arrests and killings of people. According to 
Al-Jazeera, 29 arrests of activists occurred 
in 2016, compared to 15 in 2015, many of 
them in Kashmir, where internet services 
were suspended since 9 July after that 
Burhan Wani was killed by Indian security 
forces. Wani’s killing triggered protests for 
several months across Kashmir resulting in 
the death of 100 civilians, 1200 youngsters 
were partially or completely blinded with 
pellet guns, and 12000 were injured.
One of the direct impacts of large-scale mil-
itarization in Jammu and Kashmir has been 
on the education of children, as hundreds 

of schools and educational institutions 
were converted into military camps and 
outposts since the early nineties. The oc-
cupation of schools and educational estab-
lishments by armed forces creates a situa-
tion of insecurity and fear among students. 
The data reveals that children have also 
become victims of enforced disappearanc-
es at the hand of armed forces during the 
three-decade-long armed conflict in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.
From a certain point of view, the compari-
son of Palestine and Gaza with Kashmir is 
fair. India sees Kashmir as a Hindu territo-
ry that has been lost and should be taken 
back. De facto abrogation of the Article 
35-A is giving the possibility to create a set-
tlement policy similar to Israel. However, 
while the human rights abuses in conflicts 
like Palestine has garnered global attention 
the same thing did not happen for Kashmiri 
people.
In the last two years, Kashmiris have wit-
nessed violations of human rights in the 
form of extrajudicial executions, injuries, 
illegal detentions, torture, sexual violence, 
disappearances, arson and vandalism of 
civilian properties, restriction on congre-
gational and religious activities, media 
gags, and ban on communication and in-
ternet services, etc. In 2017, Operation All 
Out launched in Jammu and Kashmir by 
Indian armed forces, an offensive mission 
Kashmir in a decade. Fundamental rights 
and civil liberties of people were curtailed 
through the imposition of curfew, strikes 
and continued violence and intensive 
re-militarization. The frustration of Jammu 
and Kashmir people is enormous and many 
unarmed Kashmiri spontaneously crossed 
the LOC to protest against the Indian oc-
cupation. Indian attack across the Line of 
Control have dramatically increased in the 
last years.
In 2018 UN Human Rights Commission 
(UNHRC) publishing a report identifying 
numerous human rights abuses commit-
ted by the Indian Army during its efforts to 
crush the unrest (OHCHR 2018) but India 
strongly rejected the findings of the report, 
declaring it to be fallacious, prejudiced and 
a violation of its ‘sovereignty and territori-
al integrity’. In response, the UNHRC sim-
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The crackdown in August 2019 
sparked international criti-
cism. Angela Merkel, the Ger-
man leader, officially said that 
the situation in Kashmir “is not 
sustainable”. Report of the Office 
of the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights on the bor-
der between India and Pakistan 
announced that excessive use 
of force, deaths, arrests, torture 
and impunity guaranteed to In-
dian forces. The UN has stressed 
the attention on the latest re-
strictions imposed on Indian-ad-
ministered Kashmir that “will 
exacerbate the human rights sit-
uation”. The UN Secretary-Gen-
eral, Antonio Guterres, also re-
leased a statement appealing for 
‘maximum restraint’ and reiter-
ating the UN’s position that ‘the 
status of Jammu and Kashmir is 
to be settled by peaceful means, 
under the UN Charter’.
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ply stated it was ‘disappointed’ with India’s 
reaction to the report, with the General As-
sembly and Security Council taking no ac-
tion or making any comment. The Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) prohibits torture and other forms 
of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. 
The Government of India has ratified the 
ICCPR and the four Geneva Conventions of 
1949. Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, 
which applies to internal conflicts, pro-
hibits murder, torture and ill-treatment of 
non-combatants by both government and 
militant forces. Rape is prohibited by Com-
mon Article 3; it is customarily understood 
to constitute both cruel treatment and out-
rage on personal dignity. Even though many 
victims of torture in Kashmir have been 

put through years of re-victimization i.e., a 
person is subjected to repetitive cycles of 
torture, harassment, frequent and illegal 
detentions. Most victims prefer not to talk 
about torture at all due to the social stigma 
of such humiliation. 
According to the data from APDP (Associ-
ation of Parents of Disappeared Persons 
) and JKCCS (Jammu Kashmir Coalition of 
Civil Society), a total of 4042 people have 
been killed between 2008 and 2018 in Jam-
mu and Kashmir. 1067 were civilians, 1898 
militants and 1077 armed forces personnel. 
III. Contexts of Torture as will be clear from 
the above description of the use of torture. 
According to estimates by Association of 
Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), a 
constituent of JKCCS, more than 8000 peo-
ple have been subjected to enforced or in-
voluntary disappearances since 1990.
The Armed Forces (Jammu and Kashmir) 
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), the law that 
grants special powers to security forces, is 
a major obstacle to the responsibility of the 
armed forces as it provides effective immu-
nity for human rights violations.
“Since the law entered into force in Kash-
mir in 1990, the Indian government has not 
allowed security forces to be prosecuted in 
civil courts for the crimes they committed,” 
said the NGO Human Rights Watch.

Everyone in Kashmir is being immensely 
subjugated, but women are the biggest vic-
tims of this inhumane siege and the threat 
of violence against them is raising and the 
rape is frequently used as a weapon. Impos-
sible to find a precise estimate about rapes 
and the number of widows and women 
whose husbands have been disappeared 
or killed by Indian forces. The paternalistic 
tones of Modi’s rhetoric agenda show clear-
ly the fundamental misogynist side of BJP’s 
nationalist politics. Kashmiri women ended 
up at the centre of the salvific mission of 
the Modi government, painted as unarmed 
victims of the Islamic patriarchate. Misog-
yny and paternalism are therefore not in-
cidental but constitutive of the nationalist 
aspirations of the Modi government. The 

Indian women narrative especially in Kash-
mir, as an act of liberation against “Islamic 
oppression”, is often overlooked by political 
analysts, however, neglecting it means do 
not understand as the control of women’s 
bodies corresponds to a specific project of 
nationalist Modi’s agenda to weaken polit-
ically both people of Kashmir and Indian 
Muslim.According to Human Rights Watch, 
India and Pakistan should act on the recom-
mendations of the United Nations human 
rights office to protect basic rights in the 
contested region of Kashmir.In July 2019 
a Report of 43 pages was released by the 
Office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR), where it be under-
lined the concerns about abuses by state 
security forces and armed groups in both 
Indian and Pakistan-held parts of Kashmir. 
The report documented human rights vio-
lations by Indian security forces including 
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions, 
unlawful custodial deaths, enforced disap-
pearances, and ill-treatment and torture, 
“including rape and sexual violence.” 
The Srinagar-based Jammu and Kashmir 
Coalition of Civil Society reported that con-
flict-related casualties were the highest in 
2018 since 2008, with 586 people killed, in-
cluding 267 members of armed groups, 159 
security forces personnel, and 160 civilians. 
The Indian government asserted that 238 
militants, 86 security forces personnel, and 
37 civilians were killed.
India and Pakistan have opposite perspec-
tives on the Kashmir issue. Nowadays the 
possibility of Indo-Pakistani dialogue is dif-
ficult considering the present political situ-
ation. The relations between the two coun-
tries had never been so tense for years and 
Modi narrative is deeply increasing the Hin-
du-Muslim antagonism. Kashmir issue is the 
flashpoint especially after the abrogation of 
Article 35-A. The tension grew to this point 
that at 13 August 2019 Pakistan requested 

the Security Council meeting. The meeting 
took place behind closed doors, but Paki-
stan’s Ambassador, Maleeka Lodhi to re-
porters outside the chamber said that “the 
meeting had allowed the voice of the peo-
ple of the occupied Kashmir to be heard in 
the highest diplomatic forum of the world. 
She argued, “The fact that this meeting took 
place is testimony to the fact that this is an 
international dispute.” Despite the world 
media covered the news about Kashmir, the 
international community is showing to not 
be interested, undervaluing the risk of war 
in that region which could have dramatic 
local and global consequences. The biggest 
danger is that a conventional war could es-
calate in a nuclear confrontation and the 
military clash could be in Kashmir.  

However, worldwide attention must remain 
on the atrocities and violations of human 
rights that the people of Kashmir suffer ev-
ery day. According to the Human Rights Act, 
the Article 3 protects people from “torture 
(mental or physical); inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment and deportation 
or extradition (being sent to another coun-
try to face criminal charges) if there is a real 
risk you will face torture or inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment in the 
country concerned.”
It is the responsibility of the International 
community to acknowledge that the atten-
tion given to the plight of Kashmiri people 
should get maximum possible coverage in 
news media, both print and electronic. Civil 
Societies, NGOs, and International non-gov-
ernmental organizations should pool their 
resources to gather the voices both official 
and non -official for support and solidarity 
with the Kashmiris. 

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan condemned the move to New Delhi, calling it contrary to the 1972 
Shimla agreements according to which the territorial dispute between the two states should have been re-
solved peacefully and through bilateral agreements. Narendra Modi’s total silence in this regard, Khan feared 
the risk of a “bloodbath” and escalation of the conflict between two nuclear powers. During UN General 
Assembly’s 74th Session which took on September 27, 2019, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan warns of 
potential nuclear war over Kashmir. Moreover, he underlined the necessity of the UN intervention to avoid a 
war between Delhi and Islamabad would leave consequences not only for Pakistan and India but also for the 
region and ultimately for the world. He also urged an international forum to take action for solving Kash-
mir’s dispute and most of all for giving the people of Kashmir the right of self-determination which is their 
fundamental right. While Islamabad clearly shows its concern about the Kashmir situation, New Delhi gives 
another perspective of the situation because the Indian government consider the Kashmir situation an inter-
nal matter and only a bilateral issue between Pakistan and India. But the speech done by PM Imran Khan in 
UNGA is a positive sign to internationalize the issue of Kashmir.
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Just in a short span of time President 
of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart K. 
Tokayev has gained an honourable 
and prestigious place among the 

top world leaders. He has won enor-
mous achievements for his country on 
economic, diplomatic and other fronts 
due to his well-conceived strategies. 
President Tokayev is a well-known per-
son, both in Kazakhstan and in the inter-
national community. In his first State of 
the Nation Address to the People of Ka-
zakhstan last September, President To-
kayev emphasized his goal of having a 
strong president, an influential parlia-
ment, and accountable government. It 
reflected the government’s continued 
focus on reducing inequality in Kazakh-
stan and improving Kazakh citizens’ 
quality of life. He brought a new impe-
tus, ensuring evolutionary develop-
ment. Ensuring the continuity of power, 
he laid a new vector for state develop-
ment based on dialogue with society, 
pluralism of opinions and diversity of 
views. President Tokayev has ensured a 
smooth and stable transfer of power, 
which is a key condition for the transi-
tion. His first year in office has been 
marked by significant political reforms 
reflecting maturity and stable political 
transition in Central Asia’s biggest na-
tion state. Tokayev launched a package 
of significant political reforms, includ-
ing on sensitive issues like public as-
sembly. He created National Council of 
Public Trust as part of his endeavours to 
strengthen Kazakhstan. Because of the 
infrastructure of trust and reliability, 
close international cooperation and 
partnership, Kazakhstan has achieved 
significant results. Constructive and 

trusting relations were established with 
all neighboring countries, and for the 
first time in history, Kazakhstan gained 
international recognition of its borders 
along the entire perimeter. This was a 
key and decisive achievement, marking 
a particularly important milestone in 
the advancement of the state. Tokayev 
was elected Kazakhstan’s president in 
an early election by receiving 70.96% of 
the votes. He had taken the reins as act-
ing president a day after the resignation 
of Nursultan Nazarbayev in March and 
announced the oil-rich Central Asian 
country would hold early election. On 
March 20, 2019, he took oath as the 
President of Kazakhstan. Tokayev who 
won Presidency last June with 70 per 
cent of popular vote has a rich political 
experience having served as Chairman 

of Senate, Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister. He has a rich experience in pol-
itics and diplomacy acquired over de-
cades and this would help to shape Ka-
zakhstan’s future and foreign policy 
outreach. India remains a key priority 
for the Kazakh President and vice-versa.  
Prior to holding the higher office, he has 
been Honorary President of Kazakh-
stan’s Council on Foreign Relations and 
Honorary Dean of the Geneva School of 
Diplomacy and International Relations. 
According to the Russian Biographical 
Society, he enters the list of winners of 
the “Man of the Year - 2018”. For 13 
years he headed the Table Tennis Feder-
ation of Kazakhstan.  From the first days 
of the presidency, Tokayev set the Gov-
ernment of Kazakhstan the task of de-
veloping a set of measures to stimulate 

Stability Through New Initiatives 
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economic growth, improve fiscal and 
monetary policies, develop entrepre-
neurship, and support domestic produc-
ers. The President’s attention was fo-
cused on the socio-economic 
development of the country, the forma-
tion of the revenue side of the state bud-
get, and the reduction of the depen-
dence of the Kazakh economy on energy 
exports. President Tokayev has been ac-
tively taking measures to strengthen the 
welfare state and social safety net for 
the most vulnerable sectors of popula-
tion including large families, families 
with children disabilities, or families 
with no income providers. So now Ka-
zakhstan is entering a new stage in the 
development of state-society relations. 
Kazakhstan is gradually moving from a 
doctrine of «economics first, politics lat-
er, to a mindset that socio-economic re-
forms are impossible without socio-po-
litical modernization. During Tokayev’s 
presidency, the drivers of growth of the 
Kazakh economy will diversify, and new 
industries developed in the field of tour-
ism, high-tech, finance and transporta-
tion, in order for Kazakhstan to achieve 
the ambitious goal it has set for itself of 
becoming one of the 30 most developed 
countries by 2050. In order to retain the 
country’s best and brightest and pre-
vent a brain drain, and considering the 
positive correlation observed between 
funding and quality of education, the To-
kayev has pledged that by 2025 spend-
ing on science and education will in-
crease to 7 percent of GDP, with a 
particular emphasis on devoting more 
financial and human resources to rural 
areas. Despite an increasingly disrup-
tive global geopolitical environment the 
new Concept for Foreign Policy for Ka-
zakhstan 2020-2030 is an instrument in 
elementing continuity in the conduct of 
its external relations including the guid-
ing principles of a multi-vector, proac-
tive and balanced foreign policy keeping 
good and equidistant relations with all 
major world powers. One of the princi-
ples of President Tokayev is that stabili-
ty is not the only important factor – it is 
also necessary to ensure that every citi-
zen of the country feels safe. In order to 
strengthen the system of protecting hu-
man rights and public safety in 2019, in 
his message to the Nation, the Kazakh 
leader instructed authorities to toughen 
criminal penalties for drug trafficking, 
rape, human trafficking, poaching, etc. 
The government has kept the situation 
under tight control, and has all the nec-
essary resources to ensure socio-eco-
nomic stability in the country. Kazakh-
stan’s international reserves in foreign 
currency today amount to more than 30 
billion US dollars and the assets of the 
National Fund of Kazakhstan exceed 58 
billion dollars. In response to external 
challenges, President Tokayev is pro-
moting a package of measures to stimu-
late the economy, in virtue of which the 
current crisis can create conditions for 
economic diversification, lessening ex-
cessive dependence on the oil and gas 
sector. The EBRD expects a decline in 
Kazakhstan’s GDP in 2020 by 3%, while, 
as a result of the package of economic 

measures adopted in Kazakhstan, inter-
national economists forecast a resump-
tion of economic growth in 2021 at 
5.5%. Tokayev is no stranger to foreign 
policy. He is a former two-time foreign 
minister and already a year in executive 
office; he knows how to handle his coun-
try’s multivector foreign policy. Toka-
yev’s push-back against Moscow’s ef-
forts is very intriguing and could hint at 
the birth of a new type of Kazakh foreign 
policy. So, a new concept of foreign poli-
cy has been adopted, which outlines the 
priorities of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy 
until 2030. In addition to Kazakhstan’s 

traditional foreign policy directions 
aimed at constructive cooperation with 
foreign partners, promoting interna-
tional cooperation and regional integra-
tion, initiatives to strengthen global se-
curity also cover new areas. The 
President of Kazakhstan has managed 
to strengthen the country’s internation-
al position. He met with the leaders of 
key geopolitical centers and strategic 
partners of the country - China, Russia, 
the EU, the UN, and Central Asian coun-
tries. He made six foreign visits - Russia, 
Germany, China, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyz-
stan, met with more than twenty foreign 
leaders and heads of delegations during 
their visit to Kazakhstan, took part in 
over 15 different international forums 
and summits (SCO, CICA, EAEU, UN, CIS, 
CSTO, etc.), conducted about 50 tele-
phone conversations with foreign lead-
ers. In total, he held more than about 
100 meetings and negotiations with 
heads of other states, governments, 
heads of international organizations, 
foreign political figures, heads of busi-
ness companies, and ambassadors. 
Much attention in the new concept is 
paid to strengthening the economic 
component of foreign policy, focused on 
creating external conditions for realiz-
ing the economic potential of Kazakh-
stan and finding profitable transit corri-
dors to world markets under the 
conditions of sanctions, unpredictabili-

ty, trade wars and protectionism. Under 
the new global geo-economic realities, 
Kazakhstan is optimistic in its search for 
new economic niches and one of the pri-
ority areas is Southeast Asia. Kazakh-
stan is making a push to partner with 
neighboring China, after the Caspian 
country’s President Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev ratified a landmark trade agree-
ment between Beijing and the Eurasian 
Economic Union (EAEU). The agree-
ment, which was inked last year during 
an economic forum in Nur-Sultan (for-
merly known as Astana) is meant to give 
a boost to trade between the EAEU – a 

trade bloc comprised of Russia, Kazakh-
stan, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan and Armenia 
– and what is the world’s second largest 
economy, namely China. The trade 
agreement addresses sectors like agri-
culture, energy, transport, industrial co-
operation, technology and innovation, 
finance and the environment. Kazakh-
stan has historically maintained friendly 
neutrality toward the EAEU and its fel-
low member states. Tokayev is a regular 
visitor to Moscow and has maintained a 
cordial personal relationship with Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin since coming to 
power. His first trip abroad as president 
was to the Russian capital. The Kazakhs 
President also touched upon the Chi-
na-favoured ‘Belt-and-Road’ initiative, 
which by the way is another brainchild 
of Nazarbayev, who first suggested that 
China and Central Asia cooperate in 
building a Silk Road Economic belt in 
2013, an a speech in the capital of Ka-
zakhstan during the visit of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. Five years after the 
Belt and Road initiative was announced, 
it is clear that this initiative has become 
a major driver for stimulating interna-
tional cooperation and global economic 
growth.  The Kazakhs President said 
that over the past five years, the trade 
turnover between China and Belt and 
Road countries amounted to more than 
$5 trillion, while the volume of direct in-
vestments of China in foreign countries 
exceeded $70 billion. Kazakhstan and 
Russia, which are among the founders of 
the EAEU, will continue to remain the 
locomotives of Eurasian integration.  To-
kayev focused on the issue of integra-
tion within the Eurasian Economic 
Union (EAEU), which includes Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Belarus, Armenia and Kyr-
gyzstan. Kazakhstan is a founding mem-
ber of EAEU and diplomats from the re-
gion recognise that the initiative came 
from Nazarbayev, who first suggested 
the idea in a speech in Moscow in 1994.
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T he Center for Pakistan and 
International Relations (CO-
PAIR) organized a webinar 
on “Pakistan’s Geo-Economic 
Importance Among Belt and 
Road Countries” on August 

13, 2020. The webinar brought together 
an outstanding line-up of national and 
international speakers on the issue. After 
the formal opening of the session with 
the recitation from the Holy Quran, the 
President of the Center for Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) Amna 
Malik briefed the audience about CO-
PAIR’s long association with the Belt and 
Road Initiatives (BRI). She highlighted 
and reflected on COPAIR’s various pub-
lished reports on Pakistan-China Rela-
tions, SCO, BRI and Friends of China and 
by organizing a number of activities re-
flecting CPEC as one of the most import-
ant projects of BRI.  Hasan Butt, the CEO 
of KP BOIT and former Project Director 
in Planning Division of CPEC shared the 
historical development of the CPEC proj-
ect. Daud who has been instrumental 
in strengthening bilateral relations be-
tween Pakistan and China highlighted 
various important aspects of BRI mak-
ing Pakistan one of the important coun-
tries and that CPEC projects strategic 
importance emerges due to land and sea 
link road increasing maritime and land 
trade and investment. This landmark 
project through the BRI connects Asia 
to Euro-Asian, Middle Eastern and Afri-
can countries. According to his view BRI 
brings along a new global eco-system 
which brings sustainability and inclusiv-
ity of various societies’ socio-economic 
development. He stressed that there are 
a number of positives associated with 
the forces of globalization for Asia as the 
region uplifts itself from poverty through 
regional integration and socio-economic 
development.  Hasan Butt maintained 
that Pakistan will need structural eco-

nomic instruments to guide its integra-
tion into a regional trade eco-system 
that is ultimately connected to the global 
supply chain. In this context CPEC and 
BRI becomes the most fundamental and 
pertinent initiative connecting Asia and 
Europe. He suggested that from Kash-
gar to Gwadar the international linkage 
transpires through Pakistan’s domestic 
connectivity of less developed areas into 
a rural synergy with the BRI. However 
the key bottlenecks in Pakistan at this 
stage are one of scarcity of energy and 
lack of infrastructure which is to lead 
towards a sustained economic growth. 
Thus Pakistan needs to connect itself to 
the world’s 2nd largest economy repre-
sented by China and into the global sup-
ply chain through CPEC, BRI and Central 
Asian states. Hasan Butt concluded that 
the internal development of Pakistan lies 
not only from an agricultural base but 
also industrial and that the CPEC and BRI 
will be the medium by which Pakistan is 
able to achieve its national interest goals 
and objectives. The Center for Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) 
Michael Billington Editor of the Execu-
tive Intelligence Review (EIR) discussed 
the role of his organization the Schiller 
Institute in the original formulation of 
the New Silk Road. Being a keen observ-
er he believes that BRI has unleashed a 
new paradigm for common interest of 
mankind by developing regional, politi-
cal, economic and social interactions. He 
compared the agreements between Chi-
na and Iraq, Lebanon and Iran with CPEC 
and considered CPEC as a model of suc-
cess and formulation. He commenced 
his thought provoking talk by suggesting 
that to have any discussion on the BRI 
at this instant in history one must take 
into consideration that humanity has en-
tered into possibly its gravest existential 
crises. This global transformation com-
pounded by an economic breakdown 

his landmark project of BRI 
connects Asia to Euro-Asian, 
Middle Eastern and African 
countries, and brings along 
a new global eco-system of 

sustainability and inclusivity 
of various societies.
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crisis unprecedented in modern history 
is coupled with a pre-war crisis between 
the United States and China. 
Billington further suggested that to 
prevent further systemic economic 
crises in the international order it was 
important for the leaders of the major 
powers the US, Russia and China and 
other countries willing to participate 
to come together and build a new Bret-
ton Woods System, which addresses 
the current financial breakdown crisis 
and an end to the drive for war. In deal-
ing with such crises within the inter-
national economic order, the proposal 
for a new Bretton Woods System must 
replace geopolitics and be based on a 
development process paradigm as rep-
resented by the BRI and in the words 
of President Xi Jinping ‘a community 
with a common future’. In his presen-
tation Michael Billington further demol-
ished the notion that China’s BRI is a 
debt-trap by suggesting that the classic 
debt-trap is exemplified by the IMF and 
Western banks which extend credit but 
do not build infrastructure, resulting in 
circular debt without the capacity of pro-
ductivity. Whereas the Chinese approach 
is to reject the debttrap strategy by ex-
tending credit and that this credit goes 
into real productive capacity of a society, 
starting with infrastructure and moving 
to industrialization. Billington warned 
that threats to global peace resulting 
from the China containment policy of 
the West and the systemic Middle East 
crises requires the urgent need to raise 
voices at various forums for economic 
integration of the world. He conclud-
ed his talk by thanking the President of 
COPAIR, Amna Malik for organizing and 
assembling this most crucial gathering 
and by calling upon COPAIR, Pakistani 
institutions as well as the Government 
of Pakistan to speak in favor of the per-
manent five countries (P5) of the UN Se-
curity Council Session at the UN General 
Assembly meeting to take place in Sep-
tember as an absolutely compelling and 
essential step towards resolving a loom-
ing danger of war on the horizon. Such 
influential voices as represented at the 
COPAIR forum and through institutional 
linkages must be marshaled to bringing 
the world together. The BRI epitomizes a 
development phenomenon upon which 
we can actually achieve a new paradigm 
for mankind based on an inclusive devel-
opmental model, for in the present man-
kind finds himself in a moment of his-
tory where he can extinguish the era of 
colonialism and to bring about a his true 
renaissance. The Center for Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) 
Prof Haiyun Ma Assistant Professor 
of Frostburg State University shared 
his research work on the importance 
of the northern border areas of Paki-
stan, Afghanistan (Badakhshan) and 
the Central Asian states in the devel-
opment of the geo-economics of Paki-
stan and BRI. The terrain and topogra-
phy through the distribution of world 
class mineral resources located in the 

mountain ranges of the Himalayan and 
Hindu Kush mountains should really 
be the focus of extraction and devel-
opment of this very strategic northern 
sector of Pakistan. He concluded with 
a forceful presentation that essential 
infrastructure such as transportation 
and communication networks must be 
accompanied by development of the 
mineral base of this region in order 
that the local population is holistical-
ly integrated into the local economy 
through the creation of lasting employ-
ment opportunities.  
Ambassador Khalid Mahmood in 
his observations gave a detailed brief-
ing on why CPEC should be viewed 
as the foundational base of BRI upon 
which all BRI land and sea routes rest 
and give formation through Pakistan 
and how Pakistan has become a pivot 
to the BRI and CPEC. He highlighted 
that there are two parts to the BRI; one 
is the land routes and the other is the 
sea route with Pakistan being unique-
ly placed as the only country where 
both the land and sea route converge 
making Pakistan as the fulcrum to the 
overall BRI project. He opined and con-
cluded and that global order is slipping 
away back into a security focus matrix 
and it was incumbent on the interna-
tional community to preserve multilat-
eralism to the economic development 
and social progress and that mankind 
must not to go astray at this crucial 
juncture of his history.  
Dr. Bashir Ahmed, Principal of the 
Bahria School of Business highlighted 
that Pakistani policymakers viewpoint 
on CPEC should be re-oriented in or-
der that it be prioritized to view CPEC 
purely from the business point of view 
and one which is reflected through 
domestic development opportunities 
with a people first approach. That the 
CPEC project and BRI initiative must 
translate into an uplift of the social 
index of the people of Pakistan which 
must tangibly trickle down its materi-
al benefit to the people of Pakistan in 
terms of social, educational and eco-
nomic development.   
Dr Riaz Ahmed an Assistant Profes-
sor at the School of Public Policy and 
Administration, Xi’an Jiaotong Univer-
sity - China discussed that China-Paki-

stan geoeconomic merger with polit-
ical and socio economic approaches. 
He also praised China and Pakistan for 
countering the corona virus and ap-
preciated both governments effective 
bilateral policies. 
Syed Inam ur Rehman Assistant 
Professor at the International Islam-
ic University Islamabad presented his 
research work on the role and chal-
lenges of media and suggestions for 
policy makers and stake holders in 
countering the negative propaganda. 
He concluded by suggesting how to 
set proactive policies and strategies as 
prescriptions for the Government of 
Pakistan. The Center for Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) 
Ammar Jafri Founder and Chair-
man SDG Academy and Sadaf Khalid 
CEO of SDG Academy highlighted the 
importance of achieving sustainable 
development goals with the BRI coun-
tries through various proactive and 
sustained initiatives.Other speakers in-
cluded Miss Urooj, Miss Erum Khan, Za-
hid Hussain shared their view points on 
the subject matter. Final vote of thanks 
was given by President of the Center for 
Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) Amna Malik where she sum-
marized that the BRI is developing into 
a new global eco-system and that Paki-
stan’s geo-strategic location with CPEC 
through the BRI initiative increases 
Pakistan’s geo-economic status among 
regional and global powers in a fast 
unfolding world of geo-politics. Amna 
Malik in her sustained and determined 
concluding remarks recommended on 
the urgent need to mobilize more voic-
es and that such an event as organized 
by COPAIR must be globalized. 
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Swedish royal couple Prince 
Carl Philip and Princes So-
fia Hellqvist has become a 
fascination along with in-
spiration for the people in 
entire Europe for attractive 

and charming personality charisma. 
Australian newspaper has titled the 
royals as ‘Europe’s coolest couple’. 
Carl Philip and Sofia both have fairly 
interesting backgrounds. Carl Philip 
has several years of military experi-
ence under his belt and also dabbles 
in professional race car driving. Sofia 
is a former model and Paradise Hotel 
reality star who later studied business 
and global ethics at the Institute of 
English and Business and Stockholm 
University.  The majority of the cou-
ple’s Instagram feed shows the prince 
and princess tending to their royal and 
philanthropic duties, proving that they 
are definitely more than just attrac-
tive. Along with their important royal 
duties and impressive resumés, it just 
so happens that they also always look 
ready to rock a red carpet even better 
than some A-listers.  Prince Carl Philip  
and  Sofia Hellqvist  are now parents 
to Princes Gabriel and Alexander, met 
one fateful evening in 2010 when they 
were dining separately at a restaurant 
but their companions knew each oth-
er.  Carl was one of the most eligible 
bachelors in his country and beyond 
before his relationship with Sofia. As 
hundreds of their families and friends 
witnessed their love firsthand, there is 
no surprise that it has continued the 
duration of their marriage.  In June this 

year, the couple celebrated fifth wed-
ding anniversary and to commemorate 
their special day, the prince took to In-
stagram to share some of his favorite 
photos along with a sweet message to 
his bride. Sometimes every human be-
ing comes to a decisive choice; a choice 
that determines your whole future and 
which is about who you are and above 
all who you want to be, he wrote in 
Swedish. And often it requires courage. 
nDuke of Värmland Prince Carl Philip, 
of Sweden was born on 13 May 1979 
at the Royal Palace in Stockholm. He 
was baptised in the Royal Chapel on 31 
August 1979 and was given the names 
Carl Philip Edmund Bertil.  Prince 
Carl Philip is the second child of His 
Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf and Her 
Majesty Queen Silvia. In accordance 
with the 1979 Act of Succession, which 
entered into force on 1 January 1980, 
Prince Carl Philip is fourth in line of 

succession, after Crown Princess Vic-
toria, Princess Estelle, and Prince Os-
car.  Prince Carl Philip completed his 
military service with the Amphibious 
Battalion of Vaxholm’s Coast Artillery 
Regiment and is trained as a combat 
boat commander (combat boat 90). 
In 2001-2002 the Prince completed a 
Naval Officer training course. During 
this time he participated in a long voy-
age with the mine-laying vessel HMS 
Carlskrona. Prince Carl Philip became 
a Sub-Lieutenant in the Royal Swedish 
Navy in December 2002. The Prince 
achieved the rank of Lieutenant in De-
cember 2007 in Stockholm. On October 
1, 2014, Prince Carl Philip achieved the 
rank of Major.  Prince Carl Philip stud-
ied agriculture and forestry during 
autumn 2008 and carried out work 
experience at Stenhammars gods, 
among other places. From 2009, the 
Prince studies at the Swedish Universi-

‘Europe’s coolest couple’ 
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ty of Agricultural Sciences in Alnarp. In 
January 2012 Prince Carl Philip grad-
uated with a diploma in Agricultural 
and Rural Management from Alnarp. 
Sofia Kristina Hellqvist was born on 
6 December 1984 at Danderyd Hos-
pital. Her family moved from Täby to 
Älvdalen in 1991. Her parents are Erik 
and Marie Hellqvist. Sofia Hellqvist 
attended Älvdalen Montessori School 
and Älvdal School. She studied the arts 
programme at Vansbro Education Cen-
tre, specialising in music.  Sofia has had 
a number of summer jobs, including 
working at a sports shop, as a wait-
ress and in a plastics factory. Since her 
teenage, she has been working as a vol-
unteer and aid worker in South Africa; 
Senegal and Ghana. In 2005, Sofia be-
gan studying accounting, specialising 
in business development, at the New 
York Institute of English and Business. 
Sofia is also a certified yoga instructor, 
which she trained for in New York. She 
worked as a yoga instructor at Yoga to 
the People, New York. Sofia has also 
studied courses at Stockholm Univer-
sity in global ethics, child and youth 
studies, the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child in theory and Swed-
ish practice, and gender and interna-
tional relations, totaling 22.5 credits.  
In 2010, Sofia founded Project Play-
ground together with Frida Vesterberg 
and remained as Secretary-General 
until April 2015. Since then, she has 

played an active role as Project Play-
ground’s Honorary Chairman. Sofia 
Hellqvist founded Project Playground 
in 2010. Photo: Project Playground. 
Yoga, health and fitness are important 
to Sofia. She is also interested in child 
and youth issues. rince Carl Philip and 
Sofia Hellqvist’s engagement was an-
nounced on 27 June 2014. The wed-
ding took take place 13 June 2015 in 
the Royal Chapel at the Royal Palace 
of Stockholm. On 19 April 2016 Prince 
Carl Philip and Princess Sofia had a 
son, Prince Alexander. The christen-
ing took place in the Royal Chapel at 
Drottningholm Palace on 9 September 
2016.  Less than two months after be-
ing born, Prince Alexander made his 
first official debut with his mom and 
dad. Proud parents Prince Carl Philip 
and Princess Sofia happily introduced 

their baby boy into the world as they 
opened the gates to members of the 
public as part of Sweden’s National 
Day celebrations.  On 31 August 2017 
The Prince Couple had their second 
child, Prince Gabriel. The christen-
ing took place in the Royal Chapel at 
Drottningholm Palace on 1 December 
2017. The new images released on 
December 4th show the young Prince 
with his parents, aunts, grandparents 
and five godparents. The couple cele-
brated their third wedding anniversa-
ry a week after attending niece Prin-
cess Adrienne’s christening with their 
own little family. Prince Carl Philip and 
Princess Sofia brought their sons Al-
exander and Gabriel to the royal affair 
on 8 June 2018.  Every year Prince Carl 
Philip, along with other members of 
the Royal Family, takes part in the cel-
ebration of Sweden’s National Day, The 
King and The Crown Princess’ birth-
days, the Opening of the Parliamentary 
Session and the festivities connected 
with the Nobel Prize. The Prince has a 
number of other official duties, which 
are often linked to the Prince’s duchy, 
Värmland. The Prince is involved in 
the sports movement. He has attended 
the Swedish Sports Gala and Swedish 
Rally on several occasions. In 2013, the 
Prince initiated the Prince Carl Philip 
Racing Cup that aims to help young 
karting talents progress within the 
sport. Prince Carl Philip has a strong 

interest in art, design and industrial 
design. Together with the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Engineering Sciences 
(IVA) the Prince conducts a range of 
visits to companies, with particular fo-
cus on the companies’ creative work. 
Since 2012, the Prince has run the 
Bernadotte & Kylberg design company 
alongside Oscar Kylberg.  Every year, 
Princess Sofia – together with other 
members of the Royal Family – takes 
part in the celebration of Sweden’s Na-
tional Day, the birthdays of The King 
and The Crown Princess, the Opening 
of the Parliamentary Session and the 
Nobel festivities. On 1 January 2016, 
Princess Sofia was named the new 
Honorary Chair of Sophiahemmet. The 
Princess succeeded Princess Christina, 
Mrs Magnuson, who had been Honor-
ary Chair since 1972.  

Prince Carl Philip 
& Princess Sofia’s 

Foundation 
The Foundation was established in con-
junction with the wedding of Prince 
Carl Philip and Princess Sofia on 13 
June 2015. The purpose of the Founda-
tion is to counteract bullying, with the 
vision that children and young people 
will have the right and possibility for 
them. The work focuses on combat-
ing online hate speech and spreading 
awareness about dyslexia. The Prince 
Couple’s own involvement in these is-
sues forms the basis of the Foundation’s 
work.  In October last year, their foun-
dation launched a report that explained 
the damaging consequences bullying 
can have on young people, and offers 
solutions on how to tackle online hate. 
In a TV interview ahead of the launch, 
Sofia opened up about her own experi-
ences, saying: ‘It was a huge hate storm 
against me as a person when we got 
together. It becomes a scar in the soul.’ 
The former glamour model has previ-
ously revealed how she was criticised 
for everything from her work to her 
looks, while her husband also revealed 
he’s been mocked for being dyslexic. ‘It 
can never be okay to get threatened,’ 
he said, adding that tackling bully-
ing has become a ‘driving force for his 
wife’. Sofia added: ‘It has been difficult 
to handle in that you feel alone. But I 
had a great supporter by my side, and 
a very confident family that made me 
feel very much love.’ Sofia gave exam-
ples of what the foundation is hoping to 
achieve when it comes to tackling cyber 
bullying. ‘We want to bring attention 
to the 13-year-old boy who, on Snap-
chat, is told that he is disgusting, weird 
and will never be liked because of his 
sexual orientation,’ she said.  She also 
mentioned that the foundation hoped 
to tackle revenge porn and the propaga-
tion of nude pictures, which particularly 
affects young women’s self-esteem. The 
couple, who are active on Instagram, 
shared a few words on the initiative 
with their 214,000 followers.  ‘Today is 
a big day for us,’ they wrote.  ‘Our foun-
dation launched the #viberattar report 
on cyberbullying, its consequences 
and solutions. ‘It is a solid report with 
knowledgeable experts based on the 
stories that children and young people 
submitted to us anonymously via the 
initiative,’ they added.  ‘With this report 
we want to contribute information and 
solutions and we want to put an end to 
one of the major social problems of our 
time,’ the post ended.
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A Webinar recently orga-
nized by COPAIR (Center 
of Pakistan and Interna-
tional Relations) to ob-
serve the anniversary of 
the 1931 uprising by the 

people of Kashmir against the Dogra 
Maharaja recalled their unremitting 
struggle to get rid of the oppressive 
rule. This revolt, brutally suppressed, 
was a landmark event in the long tra-
vail of the people of Kashmir under 
successive Moghul, Afghan, Sikh, Brit-
ish, Dogra and now Indian domination. 
The struggle of the people of Kashmir 
has waxed and waned but never van-
ished. It has kept rekindling time and 
again. And so has persisted the unabat-
ed oppression by the current occupy-
ing power, India.The origin of the crisis 
currently afflicting Kashmir dates back 
to 1947 when the at the end of the Brit-
ish colonial rule, India was partitioned 
into two states. The agreed principle 
for the Partition was that while the 
Muslim majority areas will constitute 
Pakistan, the rest will form India. This 
principle was adhered to including 
in the disposition of most of the 565 
princely states except regarding the 
states of Junagarh, Hyderabad and 
Jammu & Kashmir. India forcibly occu-
pied Junagarh and Hyderabad whose 
rulers were Muslim on the ground that 
these were Hindu majority states and 
grabbed the Muslim majority Jammu 
and Kashmir on the contrary plea that 
its ruler was non-Muslim. It was a clas-
sic case of running with the hare and 
hunting with the hounds.When India in 

collusion with the Viceroy Lord Louis 
Mountbatten manipulated, in dubious 
circumstances, the Letter of Accession 
from Maharaja of Jammu &Kashmir, 
the Muslim majority population of the 
state rose in revolt. Fighting broke out 
between Maharaja’s forces support-
ed by India and Militias pouring from 
Pakistan in support of the majority 
of Muslim state subjects. The Gover-
nor-General of India and the Indian 
political leadership weaved a curtain 
of deception assuring Pakistan and the 
rest of the world that Indian presence 
in Jammu & Kashmir will not affect the 
final disposition of the state in accor-
dance with the wishes of the people 
as to whether they wanted to accede 
to India or Pakistan. As the fighting 
raged on following the landing of In-
dian troops, it was India, which took 
the matter to the UN Security Council. 
The Council decreed a ceasefire and 
prescribed the solution of the Kashmir 
dispute. It affirmed that the future of 
Jammu &Kashmir will be decided in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the people 
of the state to be ascertained through 
an impartial plebiscite conducted un-
der UN supervision. These resolutions 
were accepted by India, Pakistan and 
the rest of the international commu-
nity.Then followed the sorry tale of 
Indian broken promises, unedifying 
role of some Kashmiri political collab-
orators and apathy of the international 
community torn by the bitter cold war.
On spurious grounds, India gradually 
reneged from all its international com-
mitments. Instead of honouring the 

“The ultimate tragedy 
is not the repression 

and cruelty by the bad 
people, but the silence 
over that by the good 

people.”
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applicable UN Security Council reso-
lutions, it laid claim to the entire state 
as an integral part of India. Ever since 
the sub-continent has not seen peace 
and stability. The situation has result-
ed in recurrent wars between Pakistan 
and India and ever-escalating reign of 
terror in the Indian Occupied Jammu 
&Kashmir. The Kashmir Crisis has en-
tered a new, more ominous, stage fol-
lowing the unilateral illegal measures 
adopted by the occupying power India 
on 5 August 2019, 31 October 2019 
and 2 April 2020 successively. These 
measures which have sought to abolish 
Kashmir’s special status and autonomy 
and change the demographic character 
of the territory are in complete viola-
tion of International law i.e. Fourth Ge-
neva Convention, the relevant UN reso-
lutions, the Indian constitution as well 
as the bilateral agreements between 
India and Pakistan (the 1972 Shimla 
Agreement and the 1999 Lahore Dec-
laration).The Kashmir Dispute has 
three aspects: Political, Legal and it’s 
Human Rights dimension. The Polit-
ical aspect is grounded in the faithful 
implementation of UN Security Council 
resolutions referred to above. Legally, 
the Law of Prescription is not applica-
ble to the Security Council resolutions. 
According to more than one UN Secre-
tary Generals, these resolutions do not 
lapse with the passage of time. They 
remain valid till they are implemented 
or rescinded by the Security Council 
itself or the parties mutually agree on 
some other settlement. Furthermore, 
the 1972 Shimla Agreement has not 
ousted the authority of the UN in settle-
ment of the Kashmir dispute. Bilateral 
negotiations is only one of the meth-
od of Pacific Settlement prescribed in 

the UN Charter. Some 45 India-Paki-
stan parleys held at the Summit level 
have not proved fruitful in resolving 
the Kashmir dispute. In any case, un-
der its Article 103, no bilateral agree-
ment can override obligations under 
the UN Charter.The political and legal 
aspects though very important are not 
of instant nature. The abysmal human 
rights situation in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir is very pressing crying for 
urgent attention of the internation-
al community. India’s response to the 
Kashmiri people’s struggle to exercise 
their inalienable Right to Self-determi-
nation has been brutal and barbaric, 
resulting in the death of one million in-
nocent people, maiming of thousands 
other, and all-round material destruc-
tion. It has been a horrendous tale of 
repression marked by torture, arson, 
rape, extrajudicial killings, custodial 
and in fake encounters. Wailing wid-
ows, children and the aged, the missing 
persons, the unmarked mass graves 
dotting the Kashmir valley bespeak of 
the massive human rights violations 
being perpetrated by over 800,000 
military and para-military personnel 
deployed in the Indian Occupied Jam-
mu & Kashmir. The obnoxious use of 
civilians as a human shield and indis-
criminately subjecting them to Pellet 
gun bursts is quite common. Draconian 
laws like POTA, TADA, PSA and AFSPA 
provide complete impunity to occupy-
ing forces to play havoc with the lives 
of the innocent civilian population.It 
seems as if pandemic of dead eyes has 
broken out in the Kashmir valley. Ver-
ily the COVID 19 pandemic has come 
handy to India to impose the longest 
double lockdown in the occupied terri-
tory turning it into the largest open-air 
prison. The Genocide Alert has already 
warned of the danger of impending 
Genocide of hapless people of Kashmir. 
The Kashmir issue is not a territorial 
dispute between Pakistan and India. It 
is essentially a question of the denial of 
the inalienable right to self-determina-
tion by the people of Kashmir. In fact, 
this quintessential human right will be 
available to them even if there were no 
specific UN Security Council resolu-
tions on Kashmir.

Recommendations 
A. Build up pressure on India, if neces-
sary by imposing sanctions bilaterally 
and or through the UN. To that end, 
raise awareness of the internation-
al community including the growing 
number of liberal elements in India
B. Build on the momentum generated 
by the two successive Reports by the 
UN High Commissioner on Human 
Rights ( Third Report awaited), par-
ticularly the recommendations for 
the establishment of a Commission 
of inquiry and to ensure respect for 
the Right to Self-determination of the 
people of Kashmir
C. Examine the option of taking India 
to the International Criminal Court 
for its crimes against humanity, war 
crimes and Genocide in IOK, in addi-
tion to seeking Advisory Opinion of 
the International Court of Justice
D The growing interest of the interna-
tional media and Human Rights NGOs 
in the matter be sustained
E. OIC has lent its full support to the 
Kashmir cause in all respects. Mem-
ber states may be urged to walk the 
talk
F. UN Secretary General’s role under 
Article 98 0f the UN Charter may be 
activated. He has of late shown sensi-
tivity to the dangerous situation de-
veloping in the region over Kashmir. 
The Secretary Generalmay be urged to 
adopt a more forthright position and, 
like OIC, appoint a Special Represen-
tative to follow the Kashmir situation
G.Promote intra-Kashmir Dialogue 
and ensure participation of Kashmiris 
in any process to resolve the Kashmir 
Dispute. In this regard, mobilization 
of Kashmiri diaspora will provide a 
valuable impetus.

IN FOCUS

31

Three Milestones of UN Security Council Resolution 

There are some 28 Un Security Council resolutions germane to the Kashmir dispute. It would be worthwhile to recall the following 
three milestones: 

1. UN Security Council resolution 47 of 21 April 1948 and UN Commission for India and Pakistan resolutions of 13 August 1948 and 
5 January 1949 prescribing that the future of Kashmir will be determined in accordance with the wishes of the people of Kashmir 
to be ascertained through an impartial plebiscite conducted under the aegis of the United Nations. 

2. In emphatic rejection of Indian political chicanery, UN Security Council resolution 98 of 1951 affirming that any elections con-
ducted by the occupying power cannot be a substitute for plebiscite and will not constitute a valid disposition of the territory. 

3. UN Security Council resolution 1172 of 1998 adopted in the wake of nuclear testing by India, followed by Pakistan, considered 
settlement of Kashmir dispute necessary for the maintenance of peace. It thus highlighted the nuclear dimension of the unre-
solved Kashmir dispute, which carries the danger of a show- down between two nuclear powers.
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Pakistan Air Force achieved yet another remarakble milestone by inaugurating  the ‘Centre of Artificial In-
telligence & Computing’ at Islamabad today.  Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief of the Air Staff, 
Pakistan Air Force was the chief guest at the occasion. The Air Chief formally inaugurated the newly estab-
lished centre by unveiling the plaque. Addressing the ceremony, the Air Chief said that establishment of 
CENTAIC was indeed a landmark initiative in the evolutionary journey of PAF which would lead Artifi-
cial Inteligence Research & Development in both civil and military spheres. He further said that technol-
ogy had altered the characteristics of warfare in the 21st century and the vision of establishing the cen-
tre was to harness the potential of Artificial Intelligence and its integration in PAF’s operational domain. 
Earlier, Air Marshal Aamir Masood, Deputy Chief of the Air Staff (Training), in his welcome address, gave a broad 
overview of the newly established centre.  The event was attended by former Air Chiefs, Principal Staff Officers 
and senior serving and retired PAF officers.

AIR Chief Inaugurates ‘CENTRE OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE & COMPUTING’ at Islamabad
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Minister for Defence Production welcomed the dignitary and conveyed that Pakistan attaches great value to its relations 
with Saudi Arabia.The Federal Minister for Defence Production Ms. Zobaida Jalal said that Pakistan-Saudia religious, 
Cultural and fraternal ties has a remarkable history. The people of both countries have a great regard and respect for each 
other. Both countries share commonalities of views on all regional and international issues. We want to continue with 
same pace and momentum “she added”The Saudi Ambassador expressed his good wishes for the government and people 
of Pakistan and said that there exists a feeling of oneness between the people of these two states which is enough to sug-
gest how deep-rooted and close are the ties between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
In another, call on meeting with the Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt, H.E. Mr. Tarek Dahrough, the Federal 
Minister for Defence Production, Ms. Zobaida Jalal said that Egypt holds and important position in the region as well as in 
the Islamic World.Therefore, there exists a great scope and scale of cooperation between the two states to work together 
in the diverse fields. The defence industry of Pakistan and Egypt can work jointly to enhance production capabilities.The 
visiting dignitary acknowledged the existing scope and scale of cooperation and committed to undertake joint ventures in 
the respective domains.Expressing gratitude on the principled stand of Egypt on the issue of Kashmir the Federal Min-
ister said that we really appreciate the support of Egypt and hope to extend similar support to each other on reciprocal 
basis in future as well.

Nawaf bin Saeed Al-Maliky, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia called on 

Federal Minister for Defence Production
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Ambassador of State of Qatar Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani on Friday handed over a shipment 
of KN95 Masks, Medicines, Pulse Oximeters and other medical items to Minister of State for States & Fron-
tier Regions (SAFRON) Shehryar Khan Afridi to help the Afghan refugees fight the Covid-19 pandemic. Sheh-
ryar Khan Afridi expressed gratitude to the Qatar Ambassador and said that the donations would great-
ly help the Afghan refugees in fight against the pandemic. He said that Pakistan, due to the visionary and 
novel approach adopted in fighting the pandemic, had been successful in effectively handling the disease. 
He said that the Ambassador’s passionate approach would largely help in further cementing Pakistan, Qatar 
friendly relationship. He said that Afghanistan is a conflict zone where humanity has suffered enormously. 
He said that Qatar and Turkey have greatly supported and facilitated the Syrian refugees too. He expressed 
gratitude to the government of Qatar for taking care of Pakistani expatriates. Sensitizing the Ambassador 
over plight of Kashmiri Muslims, Shehryar Afridi said that Hindutva regime in India is targeting religious 
minorities for mass conversions and Muslims are being targeted specially. He said that Kashmir has be-
come a specific area where Muslims are being martyred, imprisoned and women are raped under a vicious 
plan of Muslim genocide.Ambassador Sheikh Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al Thani said that Qatar has been 
working with Pakistan on plans and initiatives to help the needy and deserving. “As a flying officer, I was 
trained by professional Pakistani forces and it is about time to return the favour. We have doubled the num-
ber of Pakistani labour and another 90,000 Pakistanis have been added to the Qatar workforce in the past 
one year. We are facilitating the visa process and we have simplified the visa process,” the Ambassador said. 

Qatar Donates Medical Equipment to Shehryar Afridi 
to help Afghan Refugees fight COVID-19
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Article 19 of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights states that:“Every-
one has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression; 
this right includes freedom 

to hold opinions without interference 
and to seek receive and impart informa-
tion and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers.”Civil Rights are 
defined in the Encyclopedia Britannica 
as “guarantees of equal social opportu-
nities and equal protection under the 
law, regardless of race, religion, or other 
personal characteristics.Examples in-
clude the right to vote, the right to a fair 
trial, the right to government services, 
the right to a public education, and the 
right to use public facilities. Civil rights 
are an essential component of democ-
racy; when individuals are being denied 
opportunities to participate in political 
society, they are being denied their civ-
il rights. Civil and political rights form 
the original and main part of interna-
tional human rights.”According to the 
1948 Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights (with economic, social, and cul-
tural rights comprising the second 
portion) these group of rights are the 
“first-generation rights”. The definition 
of the civil liberties explain that, “civ-
il liberties may include the freedom of 
conscience, freedom of press, freedom 
of religion, freedom of expression, free-
dom of assembly, the right to security 
and liberty, freedom of speech, the right 
to privacy, the right to equal treatment 
under the law and due process, the 
right to a fair trial, and the right to life.” 

Other civil liberties include the right to 
own property, the right to defend one-
self, and the right to bodily integrity.
In the case of India, The Fundamental 
Rights—embodied in Part III of the con-
stitution—guarantee liberties such that 
all Indians (irrelevant of their religious 
affinities) can lead their lives in peace 
as citizens of India. The six fundamen-
tal rights are right to equality, right to 
freedom, right against exploitation, 
right to freedom of religion, cultural 
and educational rights and right to con-
stitutional remedies. In the past decade, 
India has suffered the largest decline in 
its political rights and civil liberties as 
reported by a pro-democracy nonprofit 
“Freedom House”, based in Washington 
DC. The report is an assessment of the 
Modi government’s “pattern of Hindu 
nationalist policies,” including the per-
secution of religious minorities, abrupt-
ly revoking Jammu and Kashmir’s au-
tonomy, the adoption of the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), which it calls a 
“discriminatory citizenship law,” and 
the “aggressive” suppression of the an-
ti-CAA protests that followed. Similarly, 
the report highlights the decline in the 
independence of judiciary system, stat-
ing that, “courts are politicized and act 
as an extension of Indian executive and 
militaryauthority.The government and 
security forces frequently disregard 
court orders.” Human Rights organiza-
tions have raised vociferous criticism 
against India as well as the UNHCR 
Commissioner Michelle Bachelet, who 
has filed an application before India’s 
Supreme Court asking the U.N. be made 

Amrita Sen regarded the 
detention of Kashmiri 
political leaders as “a 

classical colonial excuse” 
to prevent backlash 

against the Indian gov-
ernment’s decision and 
called for a democratic 
solution that would in-
volve Kashmiri people.
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a third party in the petition that has 
been filed against the CAA.Moreover, 
Antonio Guterres defended the right 
of self-determination of Kashmiris un-
der International Law and promised to 
grant them the basic civil liberties.An 
Indian author Amartya Sen wrote his 
book the Argumentative Indian that, it 
was believed by many that Indians put 
reason and argument behind any social 
discourse but the face of the new reality 
is that today many Indians in the West 
became apologetic and not argumen-
tative. Author opposed the BJP policies 
and criticized the government by say-
ing that, “ss an Indian, I am not proud 
of the fact that India, after having done 
so much to achieve a democratic norm 
in the world that we lose that reputa-
tion on the grounds of action that have 
been taken”. Arundhati Roy, a famous 
Indian activist and celebrated writer 
while addressing huge crowds in the 
US, commented on the fate of Kashmiris 
as Indian Muslims have bene effectively 
disenfranchised and are becoming that 
most vulnerable of people: a communi-
ty without political representation and 
without a voice. Various forms of unde-
clared social boycott are pushing them 
down the socioeconomic ladder and, 
for reasons of physical security, into 
ghettoes. Indian Muslims have also lost 
their place in the mainstream media. 
Statements by senior BJP politicians 
and patriotic pop videos that notched 
up millions of videos legitimized this in-
decency. Google trends showed a surge 
in searches “marry a Kashmiri girl” and 
“buy land in Kashmir”. It was not all 
limited to loutish searches on Google. 
Within days of the siege, the forest ad-
visory committee cleared 125 projects 
that involved the diversion of forestland 
for other uses. In the early days of the 
lockdown, little news came out of the 
valley.The face of the Indian confeder-
ation is bare-naked today through the 
National Registration of Citizens (NRC).
There is an uproar and a social and po-
litical discontentment in Assam and 
movements of separatism are gaining 
strength in Mizoram, Tripura and Naga-
land. The general impression is that RSS 
has saffronized India.There is a deep 
fragmentation in educational institu-
tions likeJawarharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) regarding the ideology ofHin-
dutva, whichis decapitating the world’s 
largest democracy and now challenged 
by the Indian Civil Society.As for the 
solution regarding the Kashmir issue, it 
can only be resolved through peaceful 
dialogue. We need more voices, interac-
tions and advocacy campaigns to high-
light the plight of innocent Kashmiris. 
The global community should be urged 
to sanction India for its breachesof 
Geneva conventions. Moreover, repre-
sentation in Brussels, Washington DC 
should be amplifies to recognize the 
fake encounters of India.Pakistan needs 

to lobby vigorously for Kashmiris to 
ensure their righttoself-determination, 
asIndia gavedomiciles to outsiders 
just before elections. Thus, the fascist 
regime issuppressing the religious mi-
nority and staging a case of social and 
demographic engineering in Kashmir.
Modi conflated Kashmir with terrorism 
and issue of infiltration of militancy. In 
this regards, the false flag operations 
were staged by India in February 2019, 
but they backfired. However, Pakistan 
acted as a responsible international 
actor and showed that it does not need-
military adventurism and foul play like 
its Indian counterparts. Similar case in 
this regards is Indian adventurism in 
disputed territory that led to Indo-Chi-
na skirmishes where India had to with-
draw from some areas of the Aksai Chin 
along the Line of Actual Control.

T
he UN report criticised 
special provisions for 
Indian forces in Kash-
mir, stating that the 
Indian administered 
Kashmir continue to 

use forms of arbitrary detentions 
to target protesters, dissidents, 
and civil society groups. The re-
port highlights that has not been 
a single case of prosecution of 
armed forces personnel grant-
ed by the central government 
in the civilian court. The report 
also calls for the formation of a 
commission of inquiry to con-
duct a comprehensive, indepen-
dent, international investigation 
into allegations of human rights 
violations in Kashmir.Indian au-
thorities viewed the report as 
a violation of India’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity. The 
following have been identified 
as the main and salient features 
identified by the report:
i.Civilian killings and excessive 
use of force
ii. Use of pallet guns
iii.Cordon and search operations
iv.Arbitrary detention
v.Impunity for human rights 
violation
vi.Restrictions on freedom of ex-
pression, censorship, and attack 
on press freedom
vii.Restriction on freedom of 
assembly and association
viii.Torture 
ix.Targeting of Kashmiri Muslims 
outside of Kashmir

In recent times, the agenda of Indian 
state’scantankerousbehaviour gained 
traction in the United Nations, right af-
ter the abrogation of Article370. Human 
Rights organizations and UN has asked 
the repeal of the AFSPA because they 
think that it is a licence to kill and unre-
strained attack on rights. The draconian 
law encouraged arrest without warrant, 
extra judicial killing, and torture includ-
ing harming secret parts, electrocution, 
and severe violence on the innocent 
unarmed Kashmiri Muslims. The bona 
fide action should be taken from the UN, 
which is witnessing the mass atrocities 
and its bodies published reports on Hu-
man Rights violation in Indian occupied 
Kashmir.

“The courts are politi-
cized and act as an exten-
sion of Indian executive 
and military authority.

The government and se-
curity forces frequently 
disregard court orders”, 
stated the report about 

the status of independent 
judiciary in Kashmir.
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Modi government’s revocation of J&K’s special constitutional status and the passage of the 
Citizenship Amendment Act, which critics say makes religion the basis of granting Indian 

citizenship and discriminates against Muslims.



Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad hosted an online webinar. The program is organised 
with the collaboration of COPAIR and powered by the Startup Insider, and its the project of COPAIR E-Women.
Hum Say Hain Rang, Paying Tribute to outstanding women of Pakistan.
 Sadaf Usman, MD Startup Insider was the webinar host, she wellcomed the session speakers. She said now adays women 
lead the businesses, she highlighted the COPAIR is a non governmental welfare  organisation, welfare organisation focusing 
on women rights under the dynamic leadership of Amna Malik, President COPAIR. She emphasized the role of the COPAIR 
in E-Women and Women empowerment.
1. Amina Azeem Bajwa, is founder of Home Craft, HOCAM. HOCAM is affordable furniture range, style, modern business. 
She said she started in 2015 with very low level online work and with small amount, and now 50 plus employers are work-
ing in our factory. She said people are inspired when we are working in the market. 
2. Ms. Gul Zeba is founder of Pernia Couture. She started her business in 2004 with her personal funding. I build this start-
up for the empowering the women and specially women of rural areas. Pernia represents elegance, fitness, luxury, heritage 
and modern style. Pernia is long term mission to being innovative and economical. She presenting twin cities with different 
designer brands under one roof and aiming to become one stop shop. She is a member of chamber of commerce also. 
3. Bushra Haroon is founder of Max Organics zero chemical food products that covered 80% of your daily food intake. She 
said I was much interested in the agricultural and being a mother I want to see my child healthy. Max Organics trying to 
facilitated the small formers and linked up with the market. During Covid-19 we have complete help line with food security 
for people. 
4. Robina Kausar is founder of  ZEB Mars, she introduced blend of traditional and innovative designs in affordable cost 
with quality assurance. She said this work make us unique other apparel work. We do many hand mades and accessories 
also. She beginning her startup by husband support with a small amount with 5 girls team and now we have 515 members 
working team here. She said we also started with Hayadar Dresses. 
Center of Pak and International Relations have two accomplished projects, E-Women and Digital Women to encourage 
women to empower themselves economically. Amna Malik the President believe in gender equality and will soon collabo-
rate with StartUp Insider and launch a digital Mall where women get virtual shops to exhibit their product.

38 September 2020

RANDOM CLICKS

Hum Se Hain Rung- A Project of COPAIR E-Women



39

Youth  Engagement Dialogue 
 Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Islamabad hosted an online webinar, titled “Youth Engagement 
Dialogue”. The program is organized with the collaboration of COPAIR and Centre of Information Technology (CIT), and it 
was an initiative taken under the umbrella of project “HUM SUB KA PAKISTAN”. Underneath the project, a digital school has 
been set up which offers free webinars on subjects of Information Technology and Cybersecurity for the youth of constit-
uency. The webinar commenced with the welcoming remarks of MsAmna Malik, President COPAIR. She thanked the pan-
ellists and participants for attending the webinar and contributing in the national cause. Ms Malik underlined the purpose 
of the ongoing session by stating that youth will decide the future of Pakistan, which is why we entitled today’s session as 
“Youth Engagement Dialogue”. In this session, she sharedthe takeaways from a recent webinar where young peacebuilders 
talked about their experiences in promoting youth participation in the dialogue for an inclusive development of nation and 
the indispensable role of youngsters in uplifting the socio-economic outlook of their country.
1. Mohammad Awais Malik, moderator of the session said that, “youth of any country is an investment and their construc-
tive role is crucial for the development of any nation. Case of Pakistan is no different in this regard.”
2. NeihaWaseem, Member Standing Committee on Accountability and Discipline (PTI) also shared her experience as a pro-
fessional lawyer and the inspiration she drew from the decades long struggle of our Prime Minister Imran Khan. MsNeihais 
also a part of the PTI Women Wing and she stressed that focusing on the women education and equal employment oppor-
tunities for the women is a key focus of the incumbent government. She added that young women are facechallenges in all 
walks of life but are often seen as victims of violence rather than active participants. Highlighting the significance of COPAIR 
initiative, she said that the training provided by thesedialogueswould allow young women to openly voice their opinions, 
in addition to the advocacy of their equal input in decision-making. This platform of COPAIR will lead to the development 
of a strong cohesive bond of women with different stakeholders and leaders in the community. She added that such pro-
gramshave potential to function as the channels of confidence building and women empowerment asthey provide women 
a platform where they can speak on the subjects of their concern.
3.MisbahWaheedis a Program Director NICON Talent Hunt and she is a student of Media Studies at Riphah International 
University. MsMisbahsaid that she commenced the Punjab Youth Organisation, which aims to play a vital role in the de-
velopment of Pakistani youth. She emphasized that our studentslack practical approach during the degree programme at 
the universities but it is essential for their personal and national development. She was of view that in order to render our 
young ones as intellectual, there is a need to follow the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan.
4. Mohammad Ali Soomro, an Anchorperson at Hum News said that, “there are bundle of opportunity for youth in Pakistan 
and their zeal is appreciable as we see them at the front foot in hour of need like flooding, disaster etc”. He also mentioned 
the contributions of the Tiger Force in the crucial times of pandemic. MrSoomro added that most of the youth belongs to 
rural areas of Pakistan, there is a need to explore the hidden talent, and it is opportune to develop our youth for the coming 
digital and modern era. He stressed the role of media for the youth development and especially the role of social media 
in raising awareness and imbibing a sense of national kinship. He concluded by recognize the value of the COPAIR Digital 
Platform for youngsters, which will act as a channel of growth and development for Pakistani youth.
5. Habib Orakzai, thePresident InsafWelfare Wing said that the independent nations celebrate their national days together to 
tell the world that they are prosperous and thriving. He also highlighted the speech of Prime Minister Imran Khan in UN assem-
bly focusing on the issue of Kashmir and hinted towards the plight of their younger generation who were born and bred in the 
warlike situation. MrOrakzai applauded the efforts of Imran Khan in the pandemic and his calling of youth to form a Tiger Force, 
which helped those in dire need of the assistance during these tough times. He also mentioned the leadership crisis our country 
faced before Imran Khan became Prime Minister of Pakistan and emphasized that soon PTI government will start Youth Devel-
opment Programmesacross the country which may include the Job Training Centers etc.Youth Engagement Dialoguewas orga-
nized with an aim to develop a platform for young peacebuilders and civil society for sharing their experiences and mentoring 
the young ones for their future ambitions. He concluded by pondering on the subject of harnessing the IT and such platforms 
like COPAIR for the amplification the involvement of young ones for the betterment of Pakistan. 
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The Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) hosted the launching ceremony of the Digital School at 
Zoom webinar with the collaboration of Taleem Foundation.
1-Miss Amna Malik - President COPAIR welcomed the guest speakers of the session and appreciated them for spar-
ing their precious time for the launching ceremony of the Digital School.The President of COPAIRalso highlighted the 
efforts of TaleemFoundation for their collaboration with COPAIRwhich will further the national cause.She stated that, 
“the Digital School solution is a concept that captures the vision of digitalizing a school’s learning and its management 
system to equip students with 21st-century competencies and skillsets.”She reiterated that the world is constantly 
changing and to endure we need to hone the skillset of students.
2- Shagufta Noreen, theProject Coordinator of the Digital School,commenced her speech by contextualizing the in-
tentions of launching the Digital School. She said that it is a dream of Taleem Foundation to reach the students from 
different socio-economic background and form an inclusive foundation of this digital learning center. She added that 
the curators of the Digital School are looking forward to prepare a syllabus for the students with the help of special 
teachers and professionals, which is in line with the needs of the present day job market, and evolving technological 
base. She shared the vision of the collaborators to start a project-based learning systemfor the students of Pakistan. She 
added that the TaleemFoundation is already working on both English and Urdu languages syllabus for the students and 
we will also focus on sharpening the contemporary skills of students like storytelling etc.
3-Asim Mushtaq, Project Director of the Digital School stated that,“ever since the outbreak of COVID-19 and tempo-
rary closure of the schools, the trend of online learning is getting traction and we as an organization are preparing the 
people for the online education system from last few years.”He was of view that people are aware of the computing 
system and its usage for education but due to complexity and difference in the teaching process there is a need to train 
the faculty for online medium of learning. The biggest challenge faced by the online educators is to manage the learning 
system and it is necessary for the Digital School to develop the expertise of teachers and prepare the content. He also 
shared the pilot project of e-learning system at Sui Balochistan, which will help those female students facing difficulties 
in going to school campus.
4. Zafar Qadir, Chairman Digital School, said that the Taleem Foundation started in 1989, and our focused area was 
educational development of Balochistan, but now with the launch the Digital School we can reach all the peripheral ar-
eas of Pakistan. He mentioned that Taleem Foundation currently employs more than 300 females for the enhancement 
of online education in the country. Mr Zafar pointed out that their organization launched an e-School from Karachi and 
Islamabad in 2015 and it will act as the role model of the future projects. He commended the leadership of COPAIR for 
association and launch of the Digital School system in Punjab, which will commence its first session in September. He 
concluded by saying that the Tele school TV channel is also a great initiative for wider coverage during the nationwide 
lockdown during the pandemic. 

“launching of Digital School ” 
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Pakistan and Turkey enjoy 
centuries old brotherly rela-
tions; despite such a state of 
strong diplomatic and broth-
erly bonds between both the 
countries, Turkish Ambassa-

dor İhsan Mustafa Yurdakul  is always 
actively pursuing the objectives of fur-
ther cementing ties and bringing people 
closer through his active role. He is so 
active in holding meetings and attend-
ing ceremonies aimed at promoting bi-
lateral trade and economic cooperation 
that he is visible on media while inter-
acting with Pakistani authorities and of-
ficials as well as representatives of busi-
ness community. In result of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s this 
year’s visit to Pakistan, trade ties be-
tween Pakistan and Turkey entered a 
new era as the two countries signed 13 
agreements including a joint declara-
tion on strategic economic framework 
to promote their multi-faceted relation-
ship. The agreements were about coop-
eration in the fields of tourism and cul-
ture, food security, postal services, 
railways, military training, trade, trans-
port and infrastructure and information 
technology.  President Erdogan and 
Prime Minister Khan also signed two 
documents, including the declaration of 
a strategic economic framework and the 
joint declaration. According to him Paki-
stan and Turkey enjoy excellent political 
relations and mulling over to sign bilat-
eral, dual citizenship, agreements. Ini-
tially, it has been coined by the Turkish 
Ambassador to Islamabad, Ihsan Musta-
fa Yurdakul, who proposed the agree-
ment on behalf of the Turkish Authority, 
in a meeting with the Interior Minister 
of Pakistan, Ijaz Ahmed Shah. Since 
then, it has been confirmed by the Paki-

stani interior ministry and the Turkish 
Foreign ministry respectively.  In result 
of his diplomatic efforts, Turkish inves-
tors are interested in Pakistan’s special 
economic zones, which would be built 
under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) framework. A delega-
tion of Turkish businessman could be 
invited to Pakistan to study business op-
portunities in SEZs.. Turkey also wants a 
sustainable and long-lasting Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) with Pakistan to 
achieve win-win results for both coun-
tries. Leadership of Turkey and Pakistan 
have an objective from FTA that it should 
boost bilateral trade eventually to $5 
billion and hoped that Pakistan would 
finalise its list of items for FTA this 
month for Turkey. Diplomatic relations 
between Turkey and Pakistan were es-
tablished in 1947, immediately follow-
ing the establishment of Pakistan and 
due to the special importance paid to 
relations to Pakistan, Yahya Kemal 
Beyatlı, a renowned poet, was appoint-
ed as the first Turkish Ambassador to 
Karachi, then the capital city of Pakistan, 
at the beginning of the year 1948. Turk-
ish embassy in Pakistan has been oper-
ating since then, without any interrup-
tion. The construction of the Embassy’s 
Chancellery and the Ambassador’s Resi-
dence, which are currently used and 
owned by the Turkish state, was com-
pleted in August 2004. The architect of 
the Embassy buildings is Hasan Özbay 
and the construction was undertaken by 
a Turkish company, STFA. Within this 
context, increasing the bilateral trade 
volume and mutual investments, which 
are below the potential, remains one of 
our priorities. Increasing the number of 
tourists on a mutual basis is another pri-
mary objective. Turkey will continue ef-

forts to maintain the recent positive mo-
mentum in the fields of education and 
culture, so as to hand the close bonds 
inherited from past generations and his-
torical experiences to our future genera-
tions. The Pakistan-Turkey strategic re-
lationship is underpinned by unique 
mutual trust, understanding and close 
cooperation. Pakistan deeply appreci-
ates Turkey’s steadfast support for the 
just cause of Kashmir, which President 
Erdogan reaffirmed during his address 
to the joint session of parliament in Feb-
ruary 2020. Therefore, to further en-
hance the strategic cooperation,  in July 
this year, Ambassador Ihsan Mustafa 
Yurdakul discussed matters of mutual 
interest including regional security is-
sues with Chief of Army Staff General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa at General Head-
quarters. In result of his discussions 
with Naval Chief Admiral Zafar Mah-
mood Abbasi, the steel-cutting or the 
ground-breaking ceremony to begin 
construction of the MILGEM Ada class 
corvette by Turkey for Pakistan was 
held in the southern port city of Karachi, 
the Pakistan Navy in July this year. The 
ceremony at the Karachi Shipyard and 
Engineering Works (KSEW) Pakistan 
Navy’s specialized shipbuilding division 
was attended by officials of Pakistan 
Navy, and representatives of Turkey’s 
state-run defense firm ASFAT, including 
Managing Director of KSEW, Rear Admi-
ral Ather Saleem.  The keel-laying or the 
formal recognition of the start of the 
construction ceremony of the first 
MILGEM Ada class corvette was held in 
Istanbul last week. MILGEM vessels are 
99 meters long with a displacement ca-
pacity of 24,00 tons and can move at a 
speed of 29 nautical miles. Last year, in a 
meeting with Chairman Joint Chiefs of 

A Diplomat with Great Commitment 
Always busy in promoting 

Pak-Turkey ties

TRIBUTE

42 September 2020



Staff Committee (CJCSC) General Zubair 
Mahmood Hayat at Joint Staff Headquar-
ters he discussed matters related to fur-
ther strengthening of the excellent bilat-
eral relationship between the two 
brotherly countries, particularly in the 
field of security and defence coopera-
tion. Erdogan visit progresses free trade 
talks as both sides made substantial 
progress with Turkey on a free trade 
agreement (FTA) last week during a vis-
it by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan to the capital Islamabad. Both 
countries were in agreement to “sur-
mount the issue of being competitors” 
in textiles by finding ways to collabo-
rate. Also, the two countries agreed to 
conduct a joint survey on a possible FTA. 
In March this year, while addressing the 
business community at Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry Am-
bassador Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul said 
that Pak-Turkey existing bilateral trade 

of around $800 million was far from po-
tential keeping in view the fact that 
common market of both countries was 
billions of dollars. Turkish companies 
have invested around $1.5 billion in Pa-
kistan and more were willing to invest 
here. Speaking about CPEC, the Turkish 
envoy said that investors of his country 
needed more knowledge and informa-
tion about all aspects of CPEC including 
investment potential in its SEZs and 
projects to tap all untapped potential in 
this project. He said that Turkey have in-
creased 10-fold trade with Africa which 
was the 2nd largest continent of the 
world and urged that Pakistani business 
community should rediscover Africa for 
trade and exports.  Pakistan has great 
potential for FDI and Turkish compa-
nies wanted to be the first movers to Pa-
kistan for which Pakistan needs to fur-
ther improve ease of doing business. In 
a recent meeting with the Energy Minis-
try said that Omar Ayub Khan, The am-
bassador hailed Pakistan’s resolve to fix 
energy challenges and to achieve sus-
tainable energy for economic develop-
ment of the country, according to the 
statement. They also discussed Islam-
abad’s new alternative energy policy. 
Later in May this year, Ambassador Ih-
san Mustafa Yurdakul discussed widen-
ing the Pak-Turkish cooperation mari-
time sector with Federal Minister for 
Maritime Affairs Ali Haider Zaidi. The 
new shipping policy includes tax ex-
emptions for newly acquired ships, 
hence carrying a huge potential for in-
vestment by Turkish ship liners in Paki-
stan. Since the Turkish Minister for 
Transportation Cahit Turhan supported 
the proposal for Visa facilitation to Paki-
stani seafarers during his visit to Paki-
stan in February 2020, the matter was 

also brought into 
the discussion. 
Pakistan is also 
expected to bene-
fit from the vast 
experience of 
Turkish ship-
building and 
maintenance of 
pilot boats and 
tug boats. Further 
SOPs are under-
way to attract 
Turkish collabo-
ration in the Mar-
itime Services 

Company in the domain of dredging etc. 
Ambassador Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul 
aptly utilizes every occasion or chance 
to go waste to promote his objective of 
taking bilateral ties to new heights. In 
this connection, in July this year he led a 
tree plantation drive of 251 saplings to 
commemorate martyrs and veterans to 
mark the fourth anniversary of the July 
15 failed coup attempt in Turkey against 
the Tayyip Erdogan government that 
claimed 251 lives. The Turkish Coopera-
tion and Coordination Agency organised 
a plantation event at Ankara Park where 
Ambassador said the failed coup was 
against the freedom and will of the 
Turkish people. Pakistan had always 
stood by Turkey, which would never for-
get Pakistan’s cooperation and support. 
Four years ago, the Turkish nation 
proved that they can take their destiny 
in own hands and Pakistan was the first 
country to stand by Turkey. Turkey and 
Pakistan had always supported each 
other in hard times. I am so pleased to 
be part of this meaningful event, he said. 
Even ahead of the fifth edition of the 
highly anticipated Pakistan Super 
League (PSL), Ambassador Ihsan Musta-
fa Yurdakul expressed his support for 
former champions Peshawar Zalmi. He 
was seen wearing official Zalmi mer-
chandise in his pictures making rounds 
on social media. The ambassador appre-
ciated the efforts of Peshawar Zalmi in 
bringing back international cricket to 
Pakistan. In result of his diplomacy, now 
Pakistan is considering a plan regarding 
the signing of an agreement with Turkey 
to allow dual citizenship for citizens of 
the two countries. According to a state-
ment issued by Interior Ministry, the 
Turkish ambassador on behalf of his 
government proposed both countries 
sign an agreement to allow dual citizen-
ship for their citizens. In response to 
this, the minister said the draft is under 
consideration and the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs is on board with us. We hope 
to reach a mutual conclusion soon, it 
added. Shah also welcomed the estab-
lishment of mutual training pro-
grammes and the upgrading of law en-
forcement equipment with Turkey. The 
minister for the interior welcomed the 
initiative of introducing a patrolling 
force in collaboration with ICT Police 
based on the model of the Dolphin force 
introduced in Lahore, the statement 
said.

A Brief Bio   
Born on 30 May 1972 

January 2018: Turkish Ambassador in 
Islamabad 

2014 - 2017: Deputy Director General 
for Middle East (Syria-Lebanon) 

2012 – 2014: Deputy Chief of Mission,  
Turkish Embassy in Sofia 

2010 – 2012: First Counsellor, Turkish 
Embassy in Berlin 

2008 – 2010: Head of Department, 
Non-Proliferation/Arms Control, MFA 

2004 - 2008: First Secretary, Turkish 
Permanent Mission to the UN Office in 
Vienna 

2002 – 2004: Second Secretary, De-
partment for Cyprus&Greece, MFA 

2000 – 2002: Second Secretary, Turk-
ish Embassy in Athens 

1998 - 2000: Third Secretary, Turkish 
Embassy in Sofia 

1994 – 1998: Attache, Department for 
Cyprus&Greece, Department for North 
America 

1994: Joined the MFA
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As one of the oldest unre-
solved international con-
flicts, Kashmir tragedy is 
today a sombre reminder 
to the world of what Taci-
tus, a great historian of the 

Roman Empire once said: “They make 
a desolation and call it peace….they 
have plundered the world, stripping 
naked the land in their hunger… they 
are driven by greed… they ravage, they 
slaughter, they seize by false pretences, 
and all of this they hail as the building 
of an empire. And when in their wake 
nothing remains but a desert, they call 
that peace.” Ominously, the discourse 
on Kashmir is constantly marred 
by flat Indian denials of the solemn 
commitments it made in UN Security 
Council resolutions. The world at large 
must sift out the reality from falseness.
Those familiar with the history of the 
subcontinent know why having lived 
together for centuries, the Hindus 
and Muslims just could not develop 
common nationhood. Despite the long 
“encounter” that began between their 
cultures over a thousand years ago, the 
two communities remained distinct 
and poles apart in their attitudes to life 
with a different worldview altogether. 
They have met at thousand points, on 
battlefields and at festivals, around 
market places and in homes, on spir-
itual heights and in the lowlands of 
mundane affairs. They have learnt 
from each other; their tongues have 
mixed to produce new and rich lan-

guages; in music and poetry. Yet they 
remained distinct with an emphasis 
on their separateness. Hindu and Mus-
lim families that have lived together in 
the same neighbourhood for genera-
tions can be distinguished at a glance 
from one another. They have mixed 
but never fused; they have coexisted 
but never became one. Their clothes, 
food, household utensils, the layout 
of homes, manner of speech, words of 
salutation, everything about them is 
different and instantly point to their 
origin. These outer differences are only 
the reflection of an inner divergence. It 
is difficult to imagine a more striking 
contrast than between Hindu and Mus-
lim organization and “weltanschau-
ung.”he former is a closed society with 
a rigid hierarchical structure subdivid-
ed into thousands of castes. The acci-
dent of birth determines a man’s status 
throughout life, but high or low birth 
is itself determined by what a man did 
in an earlier incarnation. Islam, on the 
other hand, presents a different aspect 
of human thought and action. Its call 
is addressed to the whole of mankind, 
irrespective of colour, race, tribe and 
language. It summons all to submit to 
the One God, the Ever-Living Creator 
and Sustainer of the Universe to Whom 
each individual is accountable for all 
his or her actions. Islam also ordains 
the finality of the prophethood.”Histor-
ically, India was never one state. The 
regions in which geographically India 
today is located was at one time pop-

After decades of their freedom 
movement, the Kashmiri peo-
ple have been waging a fierce 
struggle against Indian mili-

tary occupation since the later 
part of 1989.
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ulated by a number of small princely 
states that rose and fell in the sixth 
century B.C. The people inhabiting the 
regions in the subcontinent were in-
creasingly getting dissatisfied with the 
Hindu caste system. When Buddha, son 
of a Kshatriya king preached equality 
in men, his teachings were quickly ac-
cepted throughout the northern part 
of the Sub-continent. The inequities 
of the Hindu caste system led to mas-
sive conversions to Buddhism. Bud-
dha’s teachings proved enormously 
popular as against the complex rituals 
of Hinduism.In this milieu, the rise of 
Buddhism became a phenomenon that 
affected the future course of history in 
this area as well as around in the neigh-
bouring regions. The original doctrines 
of the Buddha also constituted a pro-
test against the existing inequities of 
the caste system, attracting large num-
bers of followers. Around the same 
time Gandhara is the easternmost 
province of the Achaemenid Empire of 
Persia, became a major power in the 
region. Its two cities – Pushkalavati, or 
present-day Charsadda near Peshawar, 
and the capital Taxila, were the centre 
of civilization and culture. For a time, 
Gandhara was a ‘jewel’ of Buddhist civ-
ilization. As early as at the beginning of 
the 11th century, the historian, Abu Re-
han Al-Biruni who lived in the area for 
a long time observed that Hindus and 
Muslims differed in all matters. In Ki-
tab-ul-Hind, he compared the equality 
and brotherhood of the Muslim society 
with the inequality of the Hindu caste 
system. He further elaborated that the 
Hindus considered Muslims “Mlachha”, 
or impure, forbidding any connection 
with them, be it intermarriage or any 
other bond of relationship. They even 
avoided sitting, eating and drinking 
with them, as they thought they would 
be’ polluted’. The Hindus looked at 
Muslims as the devil’s breed and their 
doings as the opposite of good.
Since independence, India has been 
presenting itself as a secular country. 
However, the fact has always remained 
that India is a Hindu state with a caste 
system, which promotes inequality 
and apartheid in its true sense. The 
lower caste Hindus are considered un-
touchables and as such have no right to 
live. The Hindu State also treats follow-
ers of other religions as untouchables 
having limited rights. There have been 
thousands of riots in India since it be-
came a state in 1947. These inter alia 
include upper-caste Hindus vs Dalit ri-
ots, Hindu- Muslim riots, Hindu- Chris-
tian riots, Hindu-Sikh riots, atrocities 
committed in Indian-held Kashmir, 
Nagaland and Mizoram.Maltreatment 
of women, infanticide of girls and 
abortions also reflect the Hindutva ap-
proach to women. India destabilizes its 
neighbours, created Bangladesh, med-
dled in the internal affairs of Sri Lanka 
and Nepal and continues to promote 
terrorism in Karachi and Balochistan. 
The support of the West enjoyed by In-
dia is perhaps attributable to the exis-

tence and promotion of eroticism, anti- 
Muslim posture and lately, the West 
is also using India against China and 
hence its support. Fanned by a vitriolic 
and extremist ideology, Islamophobia 
continues to sweep across India, as 
evident ever-rising incidents of dis-
crimination, targeting and lynching of 
Muslims. Neither their lives nor their 
fundamental rights remain safe from 
those who continue to build a ‘Hindu 
Rashtra’ in pursuance of the Hindutva 
ideology. Sadly, the entire Indian state 
apparatus is being used to shield and 
protect those who preach and practice 
this divisive ideology, while the ranks 
of these hate-mongers are being filled 
through a systematic campaign of in-
citement to hatred against Muslims as 
well as Pakistan. The Indian Supreme 
Court’s decision on the demolition of 
the historic Babri Masjid by adherents 
of the same ideology once again laid 
bare the reality of India’s secularism 
and the status of its vulnerable mi-
norities.Grave human rights violations 
are also being perpetrated to muzzle 
the voice of the Kashmiris and change 
the demographic composition of In-
dian occupied Jammu and Kashmir. 
Despite international outcry and con-
demnation, physical blockade of over 8 
million Kashmiris, as well as commu-
nication and media blackout, continue 
unabated. Thousands of Kashmiri peo-
ple, mostly young men and almost all 
Kashmiri leaders remain under forc-
ible detention. The lockdown started 
on 5 August 2019 following Revoca-
tion of the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir via scrapping of the Article 
370 of the Constitution of India, Article 
35A of the Constitution of India. Since 
then, India has rushed thousands of 
additional civil-armed troops includ-
ing uniformed RSS militants as part of 
a cold-blooded military crackdown in 
the occupied state where more than 
8 million Kashmiris are being held 
captive under curfew. Aside from the 
magnitude of brutal repression being 
unleashed by India’s military forces 
against protesters, the most poignant 
aspect of the situation is the acute suf-
fering of the whole population caused 
by the frequent curfews, disregard of 
normal life, arrests, detentions and 
sometimes disappearances of innocent 
civilians. Major world powers must in-
tervene to prevent mass murder and 
genocide in Kashmir. This dispute con-
tinues to cast an ominous shadow over 
the future of nearly one-fifth of human-
ity, and without doubt, poses one of 
the most serious challenges to regional 
and international peace and security 
today.The Kashmir dispute dates back 
to the partition of the British Indian 
Empire, in August 1947, into two inde-
pendent states, namely Pakistan and 
India. In the run-up to independence, 
both India and Pakistan built a huge 
legacy of mutual mistrust and appre-
hensions that continued even after 
their independence. The underlying 
problems behind this legacy of ani-

mosity are rooted in their long history. 
Moreover, at the heart of their prob-
lems is the Kashmir dispute represent-
ing the unfinished agenda of the June 
1947 Partition Plan, which was based 
on the principle, that Muslim majority 
areas would constitute Pakistan and 
non-Muslim majority areas would be-
come India.At that time, there were 
also around 565 princely states, large 
and small, which were under British 
suzerainty but were not directly ruled 
by the British Government. Most of 
these states joined either India or Pa-
kistan based on their contiguity to one 
or the other country and the wishes of 
their people. There were some states, 
however, over which problems arose, 
because of India’s insatiable desire to 
grab territory. For example, the Mus-
lim ruler of Junagarh, a Hindu majori-
ty state wanted to join Pakistan. India 
responded by establishing a so-called 
provisional government of Junagarh 
on Indian territory which attacked 
Junagarh with Indian connivance.Sub-
sequently, Indian forces invaded Jun-
agarh, despite protests from Pakistan, 
to “restore law and order”. A farcical 
plebiscite was held under Indian aus-
pices, and India annexed Junagarh. 
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The total population of the state, ac-
cording to the 1941 census, was about 
4,000,000, of whom 78 per cent were 
Muslims. There was a 93 per cent 
Muslim population in the Kashmir 
province; 61 per cent, in Jammu prov-
ince; and almost 100 per cent, in the 
northern region of Gilgit. In Ladakh, 
which ‘ adjoins Tibet, there was a small 
Buddhist population. Apart from the 
religious factor, multiple other factors 
linked the State close to the areas that 
now constitute Pakistan. Geographi-
cally, Kashmir with an area of 84,471 
square miles was the biggest of any 
state in the region, representing the 
physical continuation of the plains of 
Pakistan into the mountains.While the 
people of Kashmir were awaiting to join 
Pakistan in accordance with the agreed 
Partition formula, the Dogra Ruler had 
different plans. He was under constant 
pressure from New Delhi to accede to 
India. Fearing the Maharaja Hari Singh 
will succumb to Indian pressure, the 
people of Jammu and Kashmir rose 
against him. He was forced to flee from 
Srinagar to Jammu. He was forced to 
flee from Srinagar, the capital of the 
State. The Kashmiris formed their own 
government on October 24, 1947. On 
October 27, 1947, India announced 
that the Maharaja had acceded to India. 
While sending its forces into the State, 
India occupied a large part of Jammu 
and Kashmir.
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Similarly, in Hyderabad, a Hindu ma-
jority state, the Muslim ruler wanted 
to remain independent. India attacked 
Hyderabad and annexed the state by 
force. India sought to justify its aggres-
sion in both cases on the plea that the 
rulers were acting against the wishes 
of their people. In Jammu and Kashmir, 
the situation was just the reverse. The 
ruler of the State was a Hindu, while the 
population was overwhelmingly Mus-
lim and wanted to join Pakistan.
The Indian leaders including Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Gov-
ernor-General Lord Mountbatten de-
clared that the final status of Jammu 
and Kashmir will be decided by its peo-
ple. This declaration was later reiterat-
ed by India at the UN Security Council 
when it took the dispute to that august 
body. The Security Council adopted sev-
eral resolutions on the issue, providing 
for the holding of a fair and impartial 
plebiscite in Jammu and Kashmir under 
UN auspices to determine the accession 
of the State to India or Pakistan. They 
constituted an internationally agreed 
commitment for the final settlement 
of the Kashmir dispute. At least till the 
late 1950s, Indian leaders recognised 
this reality. Then they started back-
tracking and claiming Kashmir to be 
an integral part of India. With changing 
global dynamics, the world also became 
complacent if not indifferent to hon-
ouring its obligations. Since then, India 
has been thwarting all attempts by the 
United Nations to organize a plebiscite 
in the State, and now even claims un-
abashedly that the disputed Jammu and 
Kashmir is an integral part of India. By 
all canons of law, the Indian military 
intervention in Kashmir was illegal and 
against the wishes of the Kashmiri peo-
ple.
After decades of their freedom move-
ment, the Kashmiri people, inspired by 
similar popular movements in other 
parts of the world, have been waging 
a fierce struggle against Indian mili-
tary occupation since the later part of 
1989. Their struggle was, and remains, 
largely peaceful. India sought to sup-
press their marches and processions 
with massive use of force, killing thou-
sands of innocent men, women and 
children. This led some of the Kash-
miri freedom-seekers to take up arms. 
But they were no match for more than 
800,000 heavily-equipped Indian forc-
es. Over the last four decades, more 
than 100,000 Kashmiri people have 
been martyred.
Over the years, because of India’s in-
transigence, Kashmir dispute has 
turned into a global issue of peace and 
security. It has magnified manifold 
becoming today a veritable nuclear 
flashpoint. On the frozen landscape of 
the Siachen as along the ever-volatile 
line of control in Kashmir, both coun-
tries are locked in an eye-ball-to-eye-
ball confrontation. The latest devel-
opments in Ladakh region involving a 
renewed standoff between India and 
China as a result of India’s illegal activ-
ities over the last two years to change 

the realities of this region have further 
heightened the risks of a global con-
flict. Modi’s belligerence has brought 
the region to the brim of an apocalyp-
tical disaster.
With its illegal 5 August 2019 steps in-
volving abrogation of Article 370/35A 
of the Constitution and seeking to alter 
the disputed nature and demograph-
ic realities of the territory, Modi also 
rushed thousands of additional civ-
il-armed troops in the occupied state 
including illegal construction of infra-
structures in the strategic parts of La-
dakh that have long been claimed by 
China as its territory. Modi provoked 
china and is now facing the music. 
Meanwhile, despite curfew and the 
military crackdown, the current po-
litical revolt by the Kashmiris has de-
veloped into a mass movement giving 
a new dimension to this indomitable 
struggle for freedom. The Kashmiris 
today feel betrayed and are out on the 
streets demanding to be freed from 
Indian military rule. Aside from the 
magnitude of violence being unleashed 
by India’s military forces against pro-
testers, the most poignant aspect of 
the situation is the acute suffering of 
the whole population caused by the 
frequent curfews, disregard of normal 
life, arrests, detentions and sometimes 
disappearances of innocent civilians. 
Major world powers must intervene to 
prevent mass murder and genocide in 

Kashmir.There can be no two opinions 
on the need for durable peace between 
India and Pakistan – the only two nu-
clear-armed neighbours with a legacy 
of conflictual standoffs. Their problems 
are real and will not disappear or work 
out on their own as some people on 
both sides have lately started believ-
ing. Given the complexity of the issues 
involved, this legacy will not evaporate 
simply by blowing out the flames. The 
two countries will have to go beneath 
the fire to extinguish it at its source. 
They must reduce mutual tensions and 
build forums in media and civil society 
to reinforce the lobbies in both coun-
tries for peace and stability. It’s only 
through constructive dialogue and en-
gagement, that the two countries can 
create the needed ‘enabling environ-
ment’ for genuine progress towards 
resolving their disputes. Depending 
on progress on Kashmir and in mutu-
al confidence-building, the two coun-
tries in due course could also explore a 
long-term mutually agreed mechanism 
for conflict- prevention, conflict reso-
lution and peaceful settlement of dis-
putes. The success of this process will 
depend entirely on the freshness of 
the political approach that the leader-
ship in both countries will be prepared 
to bring in making it a result-focused 
engagement. Surely, there will be no 
quick-fixes and perhaps a long-drawn-
out process would be inevitable. 

A deep study of the history of this land proves that the differences between Hindus and 
Muslims were not confined to the struggle for political supremacy but were also man-
ifested in the clash of two social orders. Both communities have been living together 
in the same area since the early 8th century. Yet, the two have failed to develop mutual 
understanding and harmony. No wonder, the history of South Asia is largely a history 
of rivalry and conflict between the Hindus and Muslims of this area. It stems from the 
instinct of the Muslim community in the subcontinent to maintain their individuality 
by resisting Hindu attempts to absorb it. Al-Biruni is the real founder of the two-nation 
theory, according to many scholars and historians. The Muslims came to believe that 
Islam and Hinduism are not only two religions, but also two social orders that have 
given birth to two distinct cultures with no similarities. After centuries of experience, 
the Muslims in India genuinely believed that they were a nation in the modern sense 
of the word. The basis of this urge was ideological. They were a nation because they 
belonged to the same faith, Islam. In his address at the Lahore session of the All India 
Muslim League in March 1940, Quaid-i-Azam was very close to AlBiruni’s thesis in 
claiming that Hindus and Muslims belonged to two different religious philosophies. 
“They neither intermarry, nor eat together, and indeed belong to two different civi-
lizations whose very foundations are based on conflicting ideas and concepts. Their 
outlook on life and of life is different”, he said.3 The only difference between the writ-
ing of Al-Biruni and the speech of Quaid-i-Azam was that Al-Biruni made calculated 
predictions, while Quaid-i-Azam had history behind him to support his argument. 
The ideology of Pakistan took shape through an evolutionary process. Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan began the period of Muslim self-awakening; Allama Iqbal gave the philosophical 
explanation; QuaidiAzam translated it into a political reality.
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Every new beginning comes 
from some other beginning’s 
end,” said by Kahlil Gibran.
The end of civilizations was 
the inception of nation-state 
system;similarly, the demise 

of Soviet Union, cold war and era of bi-
polarity was beginning ofUnited States 
ledunipolar democratic andliberal world 
order. Institutionalism and multilater-
alism became zeitgeist in these times 
and institutional arrangements like 
UN, NATO, NAFTA, and ECO etc. flour-
ished and achieved new grounds at the 
economic and political turf. The na-
tion-states of Asian continent realized 
the potential of regionalism and imitated 
the same models in the form of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASE-
AN), Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC), and South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC), and a 
relatively more recent development of 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization(S-
CO). Emerging in 2001, SCO became an 
increasingly significant actor in the re-
gional and global diplomatic arena over 
the short period due to inclusion of four 
nuclear deterrent nations including Paki-
stan as its full-members. Preliminary five 
central Asian nations and China formed 

the“Shanghai Five”, but eventually the or-
ganization has taken shape of a supra re-
gional forum due to increasing number 
of observer states and dialogue partners 
including United Nations and Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS), and 
become Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO). Upholding the Shanghai Spir-
it, which corresponds to the principles 
of diplomacy like national interest, clar-
ity and comprehensiveness, confidence 
building etc. the SCO now beholds more 
than half of world’s population and a 
third-of total landmass under its sphere 
of influence. The multifarious approach 
of the Organization and its perspicacity 
about the regionalism and bolstering the 
potential of region in economic, military, 
and diplomatic grounds is gaining trac-
tion by every passing day. This success 
credits to China, the economic power 
hub of the region, which emulated the 
similar approach as the European Eco-
nomic Cooperation (EEC) but by assur-
ing that no such biasness exist in this 
cooperative body. The alignment of all 
Central Asian Republics and South Asian 
States in the body was natural and a tacit 
understanding always existed about the 
regional and extra regional economic 
and political endeavors. After the inclu-

Shanghai Spirit

The String of Pearls (Indian 
Ocean) and Chinese Century 
also hint toward a parallel 
narrative of regional con-
nectivity; intimidating the 
idea of SCO, BRI, and Eur-

asian connectivity.
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Upholding the Shanghai Spirit, which corresponds to the principles of 
diplomacy like national interest, clarity and comprehensiveness, con-
fidence building etc. the SCO now beholds more than half of world’s 

population and a third-of total landmass under its sphere of influence.



sion of Pakistan and India in the SCO, 
and more recent development of Afghan 
Peace Process, the essence of Shanghai 
Spirit seems materializing. Afghanistan 
plays a significant part in the completion 
of this undertaking of regional connec-
tivity. The Central Asian Republics are 
landlocked countries and their detach-
ment from the Oceans has remained a 
geo-economic disadvantage for quite 
long now, but with the advancement in 
technology and mega-developmental 
projects like BRI’s CPEC, the realization 
of Eurasian connectivity seems fulfilling 
in near future. The geography of Afghan-
istan solidifies the significance of the 
country in these Asiatic developmental 
and connectivity schemes and especially 
in the realization of Eurasian connectiv-
ity and navigability of River Kabul as a 
trade corridor for landlocked countries. 
The corridor can bolster the interdepen-
dency and trade potential of connecting 
countries resulting in perpetual peace 
by the liberal school of thought.The-
Heartland theory of Mackinder and the-
ory of Eurasian Landmass by the famous 
Zbigniew Brzezinski narrates the global 
domination through Eurasian integra-
tion stating that whoever dominates 
the state of affairs of Eurasia will have 
dominance over the globe but its key lies 
in South Asia. Similar to the forth-men-
tioned geopolitical theories, the String of 
Pearls (Indian Ocean) and Chinese Cen-
tury also hint toward a parallel narrative 
of regional connectivity; intimidating the 
idea of SCO, BRI, and Eurasian connectiv-
ity.The realization of SCO countries “uni-
ty in diversity” and cooperation was wit-

nessed by the world during these tragic 
seven months of global pandemic where 
the leadership of SCO has shown resil-
ience and collaborated with the mem-
ber states for provision of relief, medical 
equipment, protective gears etc. Online 
meetings held at ministerial levels in 
past few months and public health de-
partments of all member states pledged 
to exchange epidemiological and opera-
tional perspectives, but also to offer each 
other social, economic and nutritional 
assistance. All nations instituted stron-
ger coordination between them through 
series of webinars during these rough 
times.As China and Russia have devel-
oped the vaccines of novel COVID-19, 
the prospects of cooperation increases 
under the umbrella of SCOand medically 
advanced nations are now supplying the 
othercountries with the requisite assis-
tance. Back in February Russia moved 
coronavirus research systems to Central 
Asian countries for laboratory diagnos-
tics.Despite the tense process of contain-
ing the epidemic, China , Russia and Uz-
bekistan are now sharing available food 
supplies and medicines with the region’s 
most destitute countries. Especially Uz-
bekistan has provided Kyrgyzstan with 
humanitarian assistance. 

SCO Development 
Strategy Towards 2025

Vladimir Norov, the Secretary General 
of SCO stated in an interview that, the 
document is a roadmap for 10 years and 
each of its provisions meets the nation-

al interests of all member countries and 
the goals of long-term joint develop-
ment in the wide SCO space. The strat-
egy 2025 complies with the decisions 
taken by the Heads of State Council in 
previous meetings and it has been of-
ficially signed at the SCO UFA Summit 
on 10 July 2015, and to ensure regional 
security, promote trade and economic 
dialogue, and cultural and educational 
ties, and develop international contacts.
The Secretary General of SCO, MrNorov 
believes that the first five-year term of 
the strategy “demonstrated its effective-
ness and its goal to further strengthen 
and develop mutual trust and facilitate 
long-term peace in the region and the 
world as a whole.” He added that the 
strategy continues promoting multi-sid-
ed regional cooperation, political sta-
bility and security, expanded economic 
cooperation, joint development and the 
prosperity of the SCO nations. MrNor-
ovemphasized that one of the practical 
results of the adoption of this document 
was India and Pakistan joining the SCO, 
which made the organization transcon-
tinental and consolidated its position in 
the world arena.The strategy confirms 
that the SCO activities will not be aimed 
against third countries and internation-
al associations. The SCO member coun-
tries proceed from the principle of its 
Charter on preventing any illegitimate 
acts directed against the SCO interests. 
The document makes it clear that the 
organization does not strive to be a mil-
itary political bloc or an economic inte-
gration association with supranational 
government bodies.

The current dynamics of the region indicates towards the formation of a stronger and 
integrated global constituency, which also suggests that there will be increasing inter-
dependence and thus a liberal peace.Inclusion of sub-continent in SCO and its fusion 
with the regional anti-terrorism, anti-separatism congeals the notions of sovereignty 

and forge a stronger regional alliance.
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The plastic tips attached to 
the ends of shoelaces 
keep them from fraying. 
Telomeres are repetitive 
DNA (deoxyribonucleic 
acid) sequences that 
serve a similar function at 

the end of chromosomes, protecting its 
accompanying genetic material against 
genome instability, preventing cancers 
and regulating the aging process. A pre-
vious research conducted in June 2018, 
revealed that genetic causes of a group 
of related infant cancers have been dis-
covered by scientists. Whole genome 
sequencing of tumours revealed muta-
tions which are targetable by existing 
drugs used to treat lung cancer and mel-
anoma. The results have implications 
for clinical practice and the diagnosis of 
rare cancers in infants, and could lead to 
new, targeted treatment options for 
these children. The genetic causes of a 
group of related infant cancers have 
been discovered by scientists at the 
Wellcome Sanger Institute, the Universi-
ty of Wuerzburg and their collaborators. 
Whole genome sequencing of tumours 
revealed mutations which are targeta-
ble by existing drugs used to treat lung 
cancer and melanoma. According to the 
latest research, each time a cell divides 
in our body, the telomeres shorten, thus 
functioning like a molecular “clock” of 
the cell as the shortening increases pro-
gressively with aging. An accurate mea-
sure of the quantity and length of these 
telomeres, or “clocks,” can provide vital 
information if a cell is aging normally, or 
abnormally, as in the case of cancer. To 
come up with an innovative way to diag-
nose telomere abnormalities, a research 
team led by Assistant Professor Cheow 
Lih Feng from the NUS Institute for 
Health Innovation & Technology 
(iHealthtech) has developed a novel 

method to measure the absolute telo-
mere length of individual telomeres in 
less than three hours. This unique telo-
mere profiling method can process up to 
48 samples from low amounts (<1 ng) of 
DNA. “Our innovation could greatly en-
hance the speed of diagnosis and simul-
taneously provide critical telomere in-
formation for age-related diseases and 
cancers. Such a clinically reliable tool 
that is able to provide accurate telomere 
profiling will allow for precision thera-
py and targeted treatments for patients,” 
explained Asst Prof Cheow, who is also 
from the NUS Department of Biomedical 
Engineering.  Conventional methods for 
telomere measurements in clinical set-
tings are often time-consuming and re-
quire skilled operators. These methods 
are also lacking in precise information 
on individual telomere lengths and 
quantities required to accurately diag-
nose, or determine telomere abnormali-
ties. To overcome the major technical 
impediments in performing telomere 

profiling, Asst Prof Cheow and his team 
have developed a unique system called 
Single Telomere Absolute-length Rapid 
(STAR) assay. Using this method, indi-
vidual telomere molecules are first dis-
tributed into thousands of nanolitre 
chambers in a microfluidic chip. Re-
al-time polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) of single telomere molecules is 
then performed across all the chambers 
in a massively parallel manner. The PCR 
amplification kinetics in each nanolitre 
chamber reflects the telomere repeat 
number, which directly correlate to the 
length of a single telomere molecule.  
Using the STAR assay, the researchers 
can accurately determine the telomere 
maintenance mechanism in cancer cells 
and obtain a high level of detailed infor-
mation in the measurements. Patients 
who have cancers activated by the Alter-
native Lengthening of Telomere (ALT) 
pathway -- such as certain sarcomas 
(cancer of connective tissues) and glio-
mas (cancer of brains) -- are often 

New system for accurate telomere profiling  
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shown to have poor prognosis that is 
linked to longer than average telomere 
length and a high percentage of critical-
ly short telomeres. In addition, their 
cancer cells also were found to possess 
extra copies of telomere molecules. To 
test the invention, the NUS iHealthtech 
team collaborated with Dr Amos Loh 
from the Department of Paediatric Sur-
gery at KK Women’s and Children’s Hos-
pital (KKH). The team chose to work 
with KKH to validate the assay as telo-
mere alteration mechanisms like ALT 
are best studied in tumours like sarco-
mas, and neuronal tumours like gliomas 
and neuroblastoma that have a higher 
incidence among children. The valida-
tion has proven the STAR assay to be ef-
fective in diagnosing the ALT status in 
paediatric neuroblastoma, which can 
serve as a useful prognosis indicator for 
this cancer. mCancer cells utilise a mod-
ified mechanism to abnormally modify 
and maintain the length of their telo-
meres, as a means to allow them to grow 
continually. Mechanisms like ALT are 
exploited particularly by cancers like 
neuroblastoma. Neuroblastoma is a can-
cer that arises from nerves in various 
parts of the body and is the most com-
mon solid malignant tumour in children. 
It is also responsible for a dispropor-
tionate number of childhood deaths 
from cancer.  “Previously less recognised 
in patients, telomere abnormalities like 
ALT have been recently identified to be a 
new risk marker in neuroblastoma. 
Since neuroblastoma with telomere ab-
normalities have poorer outcomes, this 
new method of measuring telomeres 
can now facilitate simpler and more 
rapid identification of ALT in patients to 
more accurately define their disease 
prognosis,” said Dr Amos Loh, Senior 
Consultant, who is from KKH’s Depart-
ment of Paediatric Surgery.  The devel-
opment of the STAR assay is supported 
by the National Medical Research Coun-
cil. Asst Prof Cheow shared, “The combi-
nation of rapid workflow, scalability and 
single-molecule resolution makes our 
system unique in enabling the use of 
telomere length distribution as a bio-
marker in disease and population-wide 
studies. It will be particularly useful for 
diagnosing telomere maintenance 
mechanisms within clinical time scales, 
to determine personalised, therapeutic 
or preventive strategies for patients.” 

The NUS iHealthtech team is looking to 
extend their research and apply the 
STAR assay platform for use in hospital 
settings, to facilitate the diagnosis of ag-
ing-related diseases.  The results of re-
search published in 2018, said that Na-
ture Communications have implications 
for clinical practice and the diagnosis of 
rare cancers in infants, and could lead to 
new, targeted treatment options for 
these children. Each year in the UK, over 
100 infants under the age of one are di-
agnosed with rare cancerous tumours in 
their soft tissues. One of these soft tis-
sue cancers, known as congenital mes-
oblastic nephroma (CMN), is the most 
common kidney tumour diagnosed in 
early infancy. Occasionally spotted as a 
lump in utero during an ultrasound 
scan, these tumours are diagnosed de-
finitively after birth. Treatment involves 
surgical removal of the tumour and 
sometimes chemotherapy, both of which 
can damage surrounding tissues at a 
critical time in life.  The genetic causes 
underlying these infant cancers are un-
clear, with over 30 per cent of cases of 
CMN having no known genetic changes 
driving the cancer. In a new study using 
samples from archives in Germany and 
Great Ormond Street Hospital, London, 
scientists from the Wellcome Sanger In-
stitute and their collaborators se-
quenced the whole genomes and tran-
scriptomes* of 17 CMN tumours, and 
extended their findings to a total of 350 
cases, including CMN and five related 

soft tissue tumour types: infantile fibro-
sarcoma (IFS), nephroblastomatosis, 
Wilms tumour, malignant rhabdoid tu-
mour and clear cell sarcoma of the kid-
ney.  Researchers discovered at least 
one, if not two genetic changes in each 
of the tumours that were driving the 
cancer. In particular, the genetic data re-
vealed mutations in the Epidermal 
Growth Factor Receptor (EGFR) in CMN 
tumours, and both CMN and IFS tu-
mours had mutations in the BRAF gene. 
The EGFR mutation identified is target-
ed by an existing EGFR inhibitor drug 
called afatinib, used to treat lung cancer, 
whereas drugs designed to treat mela-
noma skin cancer target BRAF. It is pos-
sible that these existing drugs could 
help infants with soft tissue tumours, 
based on their mutations.  Dr Sam Beh-
jati, co-lead author from the Wellcome 
Sanger Institute and University of Cam-
bridge, said: “We have discovered new 
diagnostic markers for soft tissue can-
cers in infants, including CMN, in which 
the genetic cause of the disease was un-
known in one third of patients. These 
results indicate which existing drugs 
could be used to help children overcome 
these tumours in infancy.”  Dr Grace Col-
lord, co-first author from the Wellcome 
Sanger Institute and University of Cam-
bridge, said: “Sequencing the whole ge-
nomes and transcriptomes of these re-
lated cancers showed that while 
anatomically these cancers appear dif-
ferent, genetically they are very similar. 
We found mutations affecting EGFR and 
BRAF, both of which are targets for ex-
isting drugs. If infants with very large 
soft tissue tumours could be treated 
with these targeted agents, there’s a 
chance it could shrink the tumour 
enough that the necessary surgery 
would be less damaging.”  Professor 
Manfred Gessler, co-lead author from 
the University of Wuerzburg, said: “Ge-
nomics is changing how we do health 
research. The genetic diagnostic mark-
ers discovered in this study can be read-
ily integrated into routine clinical prac-
tice to give confident diagnoses and 
match patients with soft tissue tumours 
to the most appropriate clinical trial, 
helping to make the trials more effective 
and ultimately help these children.”
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We are here to remem-
ber the first anniver-
sary of the revoca-
tion of the (already) 
limited autonomy 
that the Indian Con-

stitution granted to J&K under its article 
370. Twelve months have passed from 5 
August 2019, from that decision of the 
Indian Government, which let to deploy 
nearly one hundred thousand troops in 
J&K. It was not a military exercise, but a 
military occupation, as if J&K would be a 
defeated foreign country. An occupation 
accompanied by curfew, interruption 
of any type of communication, mass ar-
rests, tortures, and killings of the civilian 
population, including women and chil-
dren. One year after the situation does 
not show any significant improvements. 
The nightmare continues for J&K’s pop-
ulation. Worse the nightmare even ag-
gravated in respect to the previous years. 
Decades of sufferings stretched over two 
centuries. Wars, destructions, system-
atic violations of human rights ravaged 
land of a poignant beauty, whose images 
suggest tranquillity and perpetual peace. 
However, following a bitter reflection 
by Immanuel Kant, perpetual peace, in 
J&K, is only that of cemeteries.What we 
witnessed in the past twelve months is a 
scenario, which reminds us of the dark-
est periods of European history. When 
humanity left humans, as a result, all that 
remains was ferocity, oppression, and 
persecutions. In the XIX Century, more 
precisely between 1914 and 1945, Eu-
rope lived a tragedy, which for a signifi-

cant number of its countries continued 
for another 45 years. A tragedy com-
posed of many acts: authoritarianism 
and war; fascism and national socialism, 
that resulted in another war; commu-
nism with its dictatorships and military 
interventions, passed off as fraternal 
help. So many “-isms” turned a continent 
which elaborated such a concept (and 
practises), like democracy, freedom, and 
human rights, into their negations, dis-
dain, and burial. Therefore, we looked 
for integration, for what we call “union 
in diversity”, a far-reaching concept. 
Filled with implications in terms of mu-
tual understanding and acceptance. The 
various “-isms” that we have mentioned 
so far, have a common denominator: 
nationalism. It was nationalism which 
broke the European “belle époque”, it 
was nationalism which animated the 
rise of fascism and national-socialism, it 
was nationalism which accompanied the 
abuses perpetrated by the communists’ 
regimes of Europe (and still accompany 
the politics and actions of those surviv-
ing outside Europe). It is a nationalist 
ideology behind the present sovereign-
tist-populist movements in Europe. To 
go back to our theme, it is nationalism, 
mixed with doses of populism, the domi-
nating ideology of the political party, BJP 
expressing the government of the Indian 
premier Narendra Modi. A consensus, 
we must recognize, gained and re-gained 
through democratic elections, but no 
less worrying. Modi’s nationalism, like 
any other nationalism, has two charac-
ters, which are particularly relevant to 

Modi, as the nationalist 
leader is 

stepping up decisions 
against Muslims, 

who number around 
200 million.
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explain the decision and facts of 5 Au-
gust 2019: Centralization of power and 
cultural intolerance. The first explains 
the repeal of article 370, the second the 
violation of human rights in J&K. The 
two are connected. Regional autonomy 
is seen as detrimental to the imposition 
of the “single thought” which is the aim 
of nationalistic views; culture, in the 
mentality of nationalists, is just the one 
emanating from the state. Ethics and the 
overall value system are those indicated 
by the state. Identity is just the one ho-
mologated by the State, is not a personal 
issue, but a State issue. Identity is given 
by the State. Identity is a collective con-
cept, not an individual one. On the con-
trary, the various declarations on human 
rights, from the French Revolution to the 
EU Charter, put the individual at the cen-
tre of the scene, to protect its freedom, 
be political, social, economic or religious. 
Something unacceptable for the nation-
alists, including Modi’s government. The 
last example is of these last days and is 
related to religious freedom, or better 
with the due respect for the believers of 
a different religion. The Prime Minister 
has chosen the date of 5 August to lay 
the foundation stone in Ayodhya, Uttar 
Pradesh, for a Hindu temple, whose con-
struction project has divided the country 
and spilled blood for decades. Almost 
three thousand people, mostly Muslims, 
have died because of the temple of Ram 
of Ayodhya. Hindus consider this site to 
be the birthplace of the god Ram. They 
claim that in the 16th century the found-
er of the Mughal Empire, Babur, built a 
mosque there on the ruins of the temple 
of Ram. In 1992, a host of fanatic Hindu 
nationalists destroyed the Babri Mosque 
and demanded the reconstruction of the 
temple. After years of conflict, on Novem-
ber 9, 2019, the Supreme Court ruled in 
favour of the Hindus, authorizing the 
building of the temple. Is this a further 
sign of the implementation of Hindu su-
premacy and the end of a secular state in 
India? Both Modi and his party have for 
years made the temple of Ram a symbol 
of Indian identity and a weapon to unite 
Hindus. Modi, as the nationalist leader is 
stepping up decisions against Muslims, 
who number around 200 million. It is 
also worthwhile to mention that the gov-
ernment passed a nationality reform in 
December, aimed to exclude Muslim ref-
ugees from a regularization process. The 
conditions of HRs in J&K are well known 
and well investigated. Therefore, it is 
not this the place for describing in detail 
their situation. However, the state of HRs 
is so dramatic that we cannot but report 
a few examples, particularly impressive 
in a Europeanist perspective. We will rely 
on the “Annual Review of Human Rights 
situation in Indian administered Jammu 
and Kashmir”, published by the “Associ-
ation of Parents of Disappeared Persons” 
and by “Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civ-
il Society”. To highlight the gravity of the 
situation in term of violation of HRs any 
example is preceded by the article of the 
EU Charter protecting that right.  

Now crucial questions. What 
could do the EU? Has the EU 
any mean to, at least, reduce 

such violence?
The last official pronouncement of the 
EU on the J&K issue goes back to 30 
September 2019, when the then High 
Representative Federica Mogherini 
met with the Indian Foreign Minister, 
SubrahmanyamJaishankar. “Mogheri-

ni and Minister Jaishankar discussed 
the situation in Kashmir and in the 
region. […] The High Representative 
reaffirmed the EU’s support to a peace-
ful solution to the crisis in Kashmir 
through bilateral dialogue between 
India and Pakistan. She also reiter-
ated the call to avoid an escalation of 
tensions and stressed the importance 
of steps to restore the rights and free-
doms of the population in Kashmir”. 
Europe repeats incessantly her litany: 
peaceful solution, bilateral dialogue, 
avoid escalation. In how many other 
different opportunities, face to a po-
litical-military problem, this therapy 
has been proposed! Intentions are no-
ble, and they go back many years. The 
first expression of this manifestation of 
“soft power” is the Barcelona Declara-
tion of 1995. The one who started the 

EU’s Mediterranean Policy. The aim of 
the Declaration signed by represen-
tatives of the EU Institutions and the 
Member States and by the Arab leader 
of that time wanted to create a space 
of peace, democracy and prosperity. 
We know how things went. The last 
example is the position, reiterated 
even in these days (July 2020), on the 
Libyan issue.  The result is that Tur-
key has put the EU in the corner, be-
coming the most important supporter 

of Al Serraj, and putting an option on 
the future of Libya. At the same time, 
it is difficult to think that the EU could 
do something more, having neither 
foreign policy nor an army. Europe 
is a “normative power” as far as eco-
nomics is concerned. Through her bi-
lateral trade agreements can transfer 
her single market regulations to other 
countries. But this is not the case with 
politics and International Relations. 
The EU Charter is surely an advanced 
defence of HRs, but what is lacking is 
the transmission mechanism to third 
countries.However, the EU could be 
seen as an example by countries who 
are facing the problems that Europe 
had to cope with the aftermath of WW 
II.  Face to the economic disintegration 
of the thirties, Europe chose econom-
ic integration and forms of political 
union. We thus went for a union, union 
in diversities, a form of federalism, and 
we managed to create a space of peace, 
freedom, and justice. When the fall of 
the iron curtain allowed it, we put an 
end, through the Fifth Enlargement, to 
the unnatural partition of the Europe-
an Continent into Western Europe and 
Oriental Europe. Years before, always 
as a consequence of the fall of commu-
nism, Germany had put an end to its 
unnatural partition between East and 
West Germany. 
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Human dignity is at the top of the EU Charter, in article 1 we read: “Human dignity 
is inviolable. It must be respected and protected.” As we read in the report: “Seri-
ous cases of sexualized torture and gendered violence were reported post-August 
5. The Independent reported on September 1 a case of torture from Parigam area 
in Pulwama district in south Kashmir. Mohammad Yasin Bhat and 11 other men 
were detained during the cordon and search operation and tortured. They were 
stripped naked and kept in a queue on the main road. All of them were electrocut-
ed in their genitals. When the physical torture ended, they were made to lie face 
down on top of each other, in a pile”. 
According to Article 10 of the EU Charter. Everyone has the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion. “In 2019, no prayers were allowed in the his-
toric Jamia Masjid for 24 Fridays. The Jamia Masjid was kept under complete 
lockdown from August 5 to December 18 […]. During the month of Ramadhan, 
congregational prayers on two Fridays were not allowed.[…] On the occasion of 
Eid Milad, which is traditionally celebrated in Kashmir by thousands of people 
observing night long prayers in Hazratbal shrine, only a small gathering of people 
was allowed as restrictions were put in place to prevent people from reaching to 
the shrine and assembling in a large congregation.”. 
According to article 17, Right to property.  […] No one may be deprived of his or 
her possessions, except in the public interest and the cases and under the condi-
tions provided for by law, subject to fair compensation being paid in good time 
for their loss. […] cases of civilian properties damaged due to encounters cer-
tainly occurred as in the encounter in Pulwama […] Due to the restrictions and 
communication blockade enforced on August 5 by the authorities, the allegations 
of destruction and vandalism of civilian properties by armed forces during night 
raids were not reported. However, while surveying several areas in many districts 
of Kashmir valley, where it was possible to visit, in the light of the restriction im-
posed post-August 5, people generally complained of destruction and vandalism 
of civilian property by forces personnel.



Petronas Twin Towers 
Kuala Lumpur  

Declared the tallest buildings in the 
world when they were completed in 
1998 – surpassing the 442-metre-tall 
Willis Tower in Chicago, U.S.A – these 
twin wonders, located in the heart of 
Kuala Lumpur, contain a complex of 
office buildings, conference halls, a 
sprawling 50-acre park and an upmar-
ket shopping complex. Designed by 
Cesar Pelli & Associates, the buildings 
primarily house the corporate head-
quarters of the PETRONAS Company 
and are joined at the 41st and 42nd 
floors (175 metres above street level) 
by a 58-metre long double-decker Sky 
Bridge.   

Melaka Historic City 
Malacca  

Many years ago Malacca was one of Ma-
laysia’s most sought-after destinations. 

Before Kuala Lumpur transformed from 
a malaria-infested jungle into a polished 
high-rise capital, Malacca was one of 
the greatest trading ports in Southeast 
Asia. Over time it changed from a thriv-

ing port into a sleepy backwater city 
and lost its spot as a must-visit desti-
nation to its high-rolling cousins. Yet in 
recent years, Malacca has been revived 
as a top-pick holiday getaway due to its 
many historic attractions. Home of the 
well-known Nyonya cuisine, it’s a pop-
ular destination for tourists who want 
to catch a glimpse of Malaysia’s unique 
heritage.  
 Georgetown Historic City 

Penang  
A fascinating fusion of eastern and 
western influences, Penang is Malay-
sia’s most tourist-visited destination. 
The island manages to embrace moder-
nity while retaining its colonial tradi-
tions; due to its well-preserved heritage 
buildings Penang’s capital, Georgetown, 

The catchy tourism slogan ‘Malay-
sia, Truly Asia’ continues to ring 
true as this country really is a pot-
pourri of Asian cultures. Muslim 
Malays, religiously diverse Chinese, 
and Hindu and Muslim Indians 
all muddle along with aboriginal 
groups (the Orang Asli) on Penin-
sular Malaysia and Borneo’s indige-
nous people, scores of tribes known 
collectively as Dayaks. Each ethnic 
group has its own language and cul-
tural practices which you can best 
appreciate through a packed calen-
dar of festivals and a delicious vari-
ety of cuisines. Malaysia is a friendly, 
culturally rich nation that’s modern 
and comfortable yet has managed 
to retain its ecological beauty; the 
country is a mix of Malay, Indian, 
Chinese, Arabic, European, Per-
anakan and other cultures and its 
landscape is dotted with temples 
that rub shoulders with mosques 
and churches. You can eat and drink 
your way through Malaysia – its 
choice of gastronomic offerings is 
legendary. Hawkers move around 
on foot, bicycles, tricycles, motor-
cycles and vans to vend their food. 
Stalls line five-foot walkways and 
side lanes; some even operate from 
booths within shops, kopitiams, 
markets, air-conditioned restau-
rants and large-scale food courts 
within shopping malls. Tourism is 
the third biggest contributor to Ma-
laysia’s GDP, after manufacturing 
and commodities. In 2018, this sec-
tor contributed around 5.9 percent 
to the total GDP. In recent years, the 
tourism industry in Southeast Asia 
had experienced significant growth, 
and Malaysia was keen to capitalize 
on this trend. The “Visit Truly Asia 
Malaysia 2020” campaign has been 
launched in the hopes of reaching 
the ambitious targets of 30 mil-
lion visitors and 100 billion Ma-
laysian ringgit in tourism receipts 
for 2020. However, the outbreak 
of COVID-19 has led to the cancel-
lation of this campaign. In 2019, 
Malaysia launched the Malaysian 
Tourism Promotion matching grant 
fund, aimed at marketing Malaysia 
as a top tourist destination in the 
global market. In early 2020, in an 
effort to contain the spread of the 
virus, Malaysia introduced first a 
partial, and then a complete travel 
ban for visitors from China, its sec-
ond-largest tourism market.Most 
importantly Malaysia has world 
renowned attractions that make a 
trip here immeasurably rewarding. 
When you’re in the neighbourhood 
be sure to catch some of this South-
east Asian starlet’s best known 
tourist sites – visit the tallest twin 
towers in the world, dive into the 
pristine waters of the east coast at 
Pulau Redang, make a beeline for 
the summit of Mount Kinabalu and 
visit one of the nation’s cool hill sta-
tions, the Cameron Highlands. Here 
are some of the best  attractions for 
tourists in Malaysia. 

Malaysia
Truly Asia

Dynamic cities, beautiful beaches, 
idyllic islands & national parks with 

wildlife-packed rainforests
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has been accorded a listing as a UNESCO 
World Cultural Heritage Site. Although 
Georgetown’s landscape is dominated 
by Chinese storefronts – most in need of 
a good paint job – there are also swanky 
shopping complexes, refurbished Chi-
nese manors, rowdy pubs and artsy 
boutiques, cafés and studios.  

Redang Island 
Terengganu State 

 
The beautiful island of Pulau Redang lies 
about 45 km north-northeast of Kuala 
Terengganu, or 22 km off Tanjung Mer-
ang, the closest point on the mainland. 
The Bugis people from Celebes, Indone-
sia were believed to be the first settlers 
on the island. Many of their descendants 
are now working the tourist trade in 
Redang while others have moved to the 
mainland. Over the years, Redang has 
grown to be one of the most popular 
destinations for tourists and divers due 
its pristine nature and rich marine envi-
ronment.  

 

Menara KL Tower 

Kuala Lumpur  
Along with the Petronas Twin Towers, 
Menara Kuala Lumpur is easily Malay-
sia’s most recognizable and popular 
landmark. Constructed in 1994, the 
tower stands at 421 metres and effort-
lessly trumps the Petronas Twin Towers 
with the highest and most spectacular 
view of the city. This gleaming tower’s 
spindle-like apex is visible from almost 
anywhere in Kuala Lumpur. Menara KL’s 
viewing deck is, at 276 metres, at least 
100 metres higher than the Petronas 

Twin Towers’ Skybridge; the view is 
marvellous during the day and even bet-
ter at night when you can see the entire 
sparkling city centre.   

Sky Bridge 
Pantai Kok - Langkawi  

The Oriental Village in the upper north-
west of Langkawi Island, near Pantai 
Kok, is the entrance for the cable-car 
ride, which takes visitors all the way up 
to Mount Mat Cincang, Langkawi’s sec-
ond highest peak. Entering the village 
and passing through the pleasant orien-
tal garden and souvenir shops, visitors 
make their payment at a counter before 
stepping onto an escalator which brings 
them to the cable-car pedestal. Look out 
at the side for a view of the Telaga Tujuh 
Waterfalls, which cascades down a grey 
rock face.   

 Penang Hill 

Georgetown - Penang 
 

Penang Hill, or Flagstaff Hill (Bukit Ben-
dera) as it is officially known, rises 821 
metres above sea level, providing a wel-
come respite from the heat down below. 
One of the most popular attractions in 
Penang, a trip up Penang Hill is some-
thing that is not to be missed when visit-
ing this island; breathtaking panoramic 
views of the whole island awaits you at 
the top, as far as the eyes can see.   

 Kinabalu National Park 
Sabah - Borneo  

Kota Kinabalu, East Malaysia’s capital 
city, doesn’t really personify Borneo – 
the capital isn’t a jumble of leafy greens 
and seaside shanties, but it is the place 
to go for a cache of Sabahan’s superla-
tive sights. Home to the 4095-metre 
Mount Kinabalu – Southeast Asia’s high-
est peak, the Kinabalu National Park, lo-
cated in northwest Sabah, is Malaysia’s 

first UNESCO World Heritage Site. It has 
one of the world’s largest collections of 
flora and fauna and the two-day journey 
across its landscape to get to the summit 
of the Borneo peak is a sure-fire adven-
ture challenge for intrepid climbers.   

 Cameron Highlands 
Pahang State  

Cameron Highlands is the most popu-
lar of the highland retreats in Malaysia. 
Located at almost 2,000 meters at its 
highest point, Camerons offers visitors 
a moderate climate with daytime tem-
peratures averaging around 25°C and 
18°C at night. This makes the environ-
ment conducive for growing continen-
tal plants, fruits and vegetables while 
providing a cool escape for city-dwell-
ers.The township of Camerons is itself 
divided into Tanah Rata, Brinchang and 
Ringlet. R 

 Sunway Lagoon 
Theme Park 
Petaling Jaya  

Spanning an area over 80 acres, Ma-
laysia’s premier theme park in Bandar 
Sunway, Petaling Jaya, has thrills and 
spills to offer people of all ages! Divided 
into three sections; the Wild Wild West, 
World of Adventure and Waters of Afri-
ca, a day out in Sunway Lagoon is a fun-
filled encounter to remember!

TRAVEL 
DESTINATIONS

55September 2020



NASA’s Dawn spacecraft 
gave scientists extraordi-
nary close-up views of 
the dwarf planet Ceres, 
which lies in the main as-
teroid belt between Mars 
and Jupiter. With a diam-

eter of 940 km (580 mi), Ceres is both 
the largest of the asteroids and the only 
dwarf planet inside Neptune’s orbit. It is 
the 25th-largest body in the Solar Sys-
tem within the orbit of Neptune. Ceres 
was the first asteroid to be discovered 
(by Giuseppe Piazzi at Palermo Astro-
nomical Observatory on 1 January 
1801).It was originally considered a 
planet, but was reclassified as an aster-
oid in the 1850s after many other ob-
jects in similar orbits were discovered. 
Ceres is the only object in the asteroid 
belt rounded by its own gravity, al-
though Vesta and perhaps other aster-
oids were so in the past. From Earth, the 
apparent magnitude of Ceres ranges 
from 6.7 to 9.3, peaking once at opposi-
tion every 15 to 16 months, which is its 
synodic period. Thus even at its bright-
est, it is too dim to be seen by the naked 
eye, except under extremely dark skies. 
Ceres has been classified as a C-type as-
teroid and, due to the presence of clay 
minerals, as a G-type asteroid. Ceres ap-
pears to be partially differentiated into a 
muddy (ice-rock) mantle/core and a 
less-dense but stronger crust that is at 
most 30 percent ice. It probably no lon-
ger has an internal ocean of liquid water, 
but there is brine that can flow through 
the outer mantle and reach the surface. 
The surface is a mixture of water ice and 
various hydrated minerals such as car-
bonates and clay. Cryovolcanoes such as 
Ahuna Mons form at the rate of about 
one every fifty million years. In January 
2014, emissions of water vapor were 
detected from several regions of Ceres. 
This was unexpected because large bod-

ies in the asteroid belt typically do not 
emit vapor, a hallmark of comets. The 
atmosphere, however, is transient and 
of the minimal kind known as an exo-
sphere. The robotic NASA spacecraft 
Dawn entered orbit around Ceres on 6 
March 2015.  The otherwise homoge-
neous surface of Ceres is dotted with 
hundreds of anomalously bright, pre-
dominantly carbonate-bearing areas, 
termed “faculae,” with Bond albedos 
ranging from ∼0.02 to >0.5. Here, we 
classify and map faculae globally to 
characterize their geological setting, as-
sess potential mechanisms for their for-
mation and destruction, and gain insight 
into the processes affecting the Ceres 
surface and near-surface. The geometry 
and geomorphic features of the eight 
craters with floor faculae are consistent 
with facula formation via impact-in-
duced heating and upwelling of vola-
tile-rich materials, upwelling/excava-
tion of heterogeneously distributed 
subsurface brines or their precipitation 
products, or a combination of both pro-
cesses. Rim/wall faculae and bright 

ejecta occur in and around hundreds of 
relatively young craters of all sizes, and 
the geometry of exposures is consistent 
with facula formation via the excavation 
of subsurface bright material, possibly 
from floor faculae that were previously 
emplaced and buried.   A negative cor-
relation between rim/wall facula albedo 
and crater age indicates that faculae 
darken over time. Models using the Ce-
res crater production function suggest 
initial production or exposure of faculae 
by large impacts, subsequent dissemi-
nation of facula materials to form addi-
tional small faculae, and then burial by 
impact-induced lateral mixing, which 
destroys faculae over timescales of less 
than 1.25 Gyr. Cumulatively, these mod-
els and the observation of faculae limit-
ed to geologically young craters indicate 
relatively modern formation or expo-
sure of faculae, indicating that Ceres’ 
surface remains active and that the near 
surface may support brines in the pres-
ent day. By the time the mission ended 
in October 2018, the orbiter had dipped 
to less than 22 miles (35 kilometers) 

Mystery Solved 
Bright areas on Ceres come from salty water below 
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above the surface, revealing crisp de-
tails of the mysterious bright regions 
Ceres had become known for. Scientists 
had figured out that the bright areas 
were deposits made mostly of sodium 
carbonate -- a compound of sodium, car-
bon, and oxygen. They likely came from 
liquid that percolated up to the surface 
and evaporated, leaving behind a highly 
reflective salt crust. But what they 
hadn’t yet determined was where that 
liquid came from. By analyzing data col-
lected near the end of the mission, Dawn 
scientists have concluded that the liquid 
came from a deep reservoir of brine, or 
salt-enriched water. By studying Ceres’ 
gravity, scientists learned more about 
the dwarf planet’s internal structure 
and were able to determine that the 
brine reservoir is about 25 miles (40 ki-
lometers) deep and hundreds of miles 
wide. Ceres doesn’t benefit from inter-
nal heating generated by gravitational 
interactions with a large planet, as is the 
case for some of the icy moons of the 
outer solar system.  But the new re-
search, which focuses on Ceres’ 57-mile-
wide (92-kilometer-wide) Occator Cra-
ter -- home to the most extensive bright 
areas -- confirms that Ceres is a wa-
ter-rich world like these other icy bod-
ies. The findings, which also reveal the 
extent of geologic activity in Occator 
Crater, appear in a special collection of 
papers.  “Dawn accomplished far more 
than we hoped when it embarked on its 
extraordinary extraterrestrial expedi-
tion,” said Mission Director Marc Ray-
man of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laborato-
ry in Southern California. “These 
exciting new discoveries from the end of 
its long and productive mission are a 
wonderful tribute to this remarkable in-
terplanetary explorer.” Long before 
Dawn arrived at Ceres in 2015, scien-
tists had noticed diffuse bright regions 
with telescopes, but their nature was 
unknown. From its close orbit, Dawn 
captured images of two distinct, highly 
reflective areas within Occator Crater, 
which were subsequently named Ce-
realia Facula and Vinalia Faculae. (Facu-
lae means bright areas.) Scientists knew 
that micrometeorites frequently pelt the 
surface of Ceres, roughing it up and 
leaving debris. Over time, that sort of ac-
tion should darken these bright areas. 
So their brightness indicates that they 
likely are young. Trying to understand 
the source of the areas, and how the ma-

terial could be so new, was a main focus 
of Dawn’s final extended mission, from 
2017 to 2018. The research not only 
confirmed that the bright regions are 
young -- some less than 2 million years 
old; it also found that the geologic activ-
ity driving these deposits could be ongo-
ing.  This conclusion depended on scien-
tists making a key discovery: salt 
compounds (sodium chloride chemical-
ly bound with water and ammonium 
chloride) concentrated in Cerealia Facu-

la. On Ceres’ surface, salts bearing water 
quickly dehydrate, within hundreds of 
years. But Dawn’s measurements show 
they still have water, so the fluids must 
have reached the surface very recently. 
This is evidence both for the presence of 
liquid below the region of Occator Cra-
ter and ongoing transfer of material 
from the deep interior to the surface. 
The scientists found two main pathways 
that allow liquids to reach the surface. 
“For the large deposit at Cerealia Facula, 
the bulk of the salts were supplied from 
a slushy area just beneath the surface 
that was melted by the heat of the im-
pact that formed the crater about 20 
million years ago,” said Dawn Principal 
Investigator Carol Raymond. “The im-
pact heat subsided after a few million 
years; however, the impact also created 
large fractures that could reach the 
deep, long-lived reservoir, allowing 
brine to continue percolating to the sur-
face.”  In our solar system, icy geologic 
activity happens mainly on icy moons, 
where it is driven by their gravitational 
interactions with their planets. But 

that’s not the case with the movement of 
brines to the surface of Ceres, suggest-
ing that other large ice-rich bodies that 
are not moons could also be active. 
Some evidence of recent liquids in Occa-
tor Crater comes from the bright depos-
its, but other clues come from an assort-
ment of interesting conical hills 
reminiscent of Earth’s pingos -- small 
ice mountains in Polar Regions formed 
by frozen pressurized groundwater.  
Such features have been spotted on 

Mars, but the discovery of them on Ce-
res marks the first time they’ve been ob-
served on a dwarf planet. On a larger 
scale, scientists were able to map the 
density of Ceres’ crust structure as a 
function of depth -- a first for an ice-rich 
planetary body. Using gravity measure-
ments, they found Ceres’ crustal density 
increases significantly with depth, way 
beyond the simple effect of pressure. 
Researchers inferred that at the same 
time Ceres’ reservoir is freezing, salt 
and mud are incorporating into the low-
er part of the crust. Dawn is the only 
spacecraft ever to orbit two extraterres-
trial destinations -- Ceres and the giant 
asteroid Vesta -- thanks to its efficient 
ion propulsion system. When Dawn 
used the last of a key fuel, hydrazine, for 
a system that controls its orientation, it 
was neither able to point to Earth for 
communications nor to point its solar 
arrays at the Sun to produce electrical 
power. Because Ceres was found to have 
organic materials on its surface and liq-
uid below the surface, planetary protec-
tion rules required Dawn to be placed in 
a long-duration orbit that will prevent it 
from impacting the dwarf planet for de-
cades.  JPL, a division of Caltech in Pasa-
dena, California, manages Dawn’s mis-
sion for NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washington. Dawn is a 
project of the directorate’s Discovery 
Program, managed by NASA’s Marshall 
Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. JPL is responsible for overall 
Dawn mission science. Northrop Grum-
man in Dulles, Virginia, designed and 
built the spacecraft. The German Aero-
space Center, Max Planck Institute for 
Solar System Research, Italian Space 
Agency and Italian National Astrophysi-
cal Institute are international partners 
on the mission team. 
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Borscht 
Probably the most famous traditional 
Russian/Ukrainian dish international-
ly, borscht is a red beetroot soup, that 
generally includes some meat, potatoes, 
carrots, and tomato, although there are 
so many local variations – trying them 
all could take you years. Usually served 
with some dill and sour cream, borscht 
can be eaten either hot or cold, which 
makes it a go-to dish for both cold Rus-
sian winters and hot summers. Beets 
may seem like a strange base for soup to 
many Westerners, but there are plenty 
of reasons that this hearty soup is one of 

Russia’s most famous dishes. It is full of 
meat and sautéed vegetables, including 
cabbage, carrots, onions, and potatoes. 
It can be served hot or cold, and is best 
served with a dollop of fresh sour cream 
on top. 

Solyanka 

Solyanka is a thick soup that is 
plentiful enough to be a meal in it-
self. This soup is made with various 
types of meat, including sausage, ba-
con, ham, and beef, as well as veg-
etables such as cabbage, carrots, 
onions, and potatoes. Chopped pick-
les and the traditional lemon slice 
garnish play an important role in 
giving this recipe its sour flavor. It is 
often also made with fish and pick-
led cucumbers. This hearty sweet 
and sour soup is usually made with 
a mix of fresh and cured beef, pork 
and sometimes chicken, which gives 
Solyanka its peculiar taste. Solyan-
ka is also believed to be the perfect 
hangover cure. 

Pirozhki 

You may have already heard of pirozhki 
(also known as piroshki or pyrizhky). 
These little baked or fried puff pastries 
are packed full of potatoes, meat, cab-
bage, or cheese. The stuffed pockets are 
popular all around Russia, and Ukraine. 
Russian pirozhki are pan-fried or ov-
en-baked mini pies, stuffed with any fill-
ings imaginable: from meat, fish and egg 
to potato, cabbage and mushrooms, to 
sweet cottage cheese and jam. You can 
buy them from a street vendor or at any 
bakery in Russia; however none of those 
can beat pirozhki that Russian grand-
mas make. 

Pelmeni 

Pelmeni is considered the nation-
al dish of Russia. They are pastry 
dumplings are typically filled with 
minced meat and wrapped in a thin, 
pasta-like dough. They can be served 
alone, slathered in butter and topped 
with sour cream, or in a soup broth. 

Russia may not be the first to come 
to mind when you think of a food 
destination, but the country has 
plenty of delicious traditional dish-
es to try. Russian cuisine is one of the 
most authentic in the world. It has 
been formed under the influence 
of severe climate and abundant na-
tional traditions. This cuisine was 
born not under the palace vaults, 
but in houses of common modest 
people who had to feed large fami-
lies. This is why traditional Russian 
dishes are nourishing and cooked 
of the cheapest and available ingre-
dients.  Nevertheless, this cuisine 
cannot be called poor and unvaried 
as its gustatory combinations can 
astonish even the most demand-
ing gourmand. Rich in history and 
carbs, Russian cuisine keeps you 
warm during cold winter months 
and helps you stay refreshed on 
a hot summer day. Strange to for-
eign eyes, food in Russia is usually 
made with simple ingredients, but 
is surprisingly comforting.  Visitors 
to Russia are often surprised at the 
variety and flavors of Russian cui-
sine, which is influenced by Russia’s 
connection to Europe, Asia, and 
the Middle East. The most classic 
Russian recipes are made of veg-
gies and wheat, such as soups, por-
ridges, and stuffed dough. Here are 
some of the most popular tradition-
al Russian foods.  

Russian Food  
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Definitely a favorite in Russia and 
Eastern Europe! 

Blini 

Blini or Russian pancakes are similar to 
French crêpes, only blini are made with 
yeasted dough, which makes them light-
er. While blini often come with a variety 
of sweet and savory fillings like ground 
meat, egg salad or sweet cottage cheese, 
the most well-known companions to 
them are caviar, sour cream and honey.  
Blini are so popular, there’s even a pan-
cake week or Maslenitsa held every 
year, when Russians celebrate their 
love for pancakes. Blini is a wheat pan-
cake rolled with a variety of fillings: 
jam, cheese, sour cream, caviar, onions, 
or even chocolate syrup. It is Russia’s 
equivalent to a crepe. At any restaurant 
where you aren’t sure of any of the other 
dishes, blini are always a safe bet.  

Medovik 

One of Russia’s most popular desserts, 
this super sweet honey cake is on the 
menu of most restaurants and cafés 
across the country. Invented in the Im-
perial Palace’s kitchen in the 19th centu-
ry, Medovik was presumably the favour-
ite cake of Empress Elizabeth, the wife 
of Emperor Alexander I. Traditionally 
layered with thick sour cream, today the 
cake has more variations than you can 
probably imagine: with condensed milk, 
custard and dried fruit, or buttercream 
and walnuts – no matter which one you 
decide to try, you’ll understand why the 
Empress loved this dessert so much. 

Beef Stroganoff 
Beef stroganoff consists of strips of beef 
in a creamy sauce with mushrooms 

or tomatoes, often served with rice, 
noodles, or potatoes. This recipe has a 
long history, and many variations for 
its preparation exist. Beef Stroganoff 
is made with finely sliced beef fillet, 
onions and mushrooms, all sautéed in 
white wine and sour cream. Supposedly 
named after count Alexander Grigoriev-
ich Stroganoff, the legendary dish has 
several origin stories, which all agree 
that it dates back to the 19th century. 
Beef Stroganoff has lots of variations 
around the world, so you can try to find 
the one you like best. 

Olivier Salad 
Known as Russian salad around the 
world, Olivier is a variation of potato 
salad invented in the 1860s by Luc-
ien Olivier. A Belgian chef at Moscow‘s 
most popular restaurant at the time, the 
Hermitage. The original recipe was lost, 
but it is known that the salad was made 
with caviar, grouse, smoked duck, veal 
tongue and had its own secret sauce. 
Today the mayo-infused Olivier con-
tains much simpler ingredients: boiled 
potatoes, carrots, eggs, peas, pickles, 
and boiled chicken or beef. This salad is 
ultimate comfort food for Russians and 
an absolute must on holidays like New 
Year’s Eve. 

Okroshka Soup 
Perfect on a hot summer day, Okroshka 
is a cold soup, traditionally cooked with 
kvass – a refreshing drink made from 
fermented bread. The soup usually con-
tains boiled meat or bologna, radish, cu-
cumbers, scallions, boiled potatoes and 
eggs and is served with dill and sour 
cream. However sometimes kvass can 
be replaced by either kefir or mineral 
water, and meatless okroshka is equally 
popular. 

Kholodets 
Kholodets  may not look particularly ap-

pealing, but it’s a surprisingly delicious 
traditional Russian dish, that dates back 
to the times when people had to get 
creative to preserve meat. One of the 
most time-consuming dishes in Rus-
sian cuisine, kholodets takes more than 
seven hours to cook and just as much to 
chill. Fresh meat (pork or cow’s feet are 
obligatory to get the necessary jellied 
texture) is cooked for seven hours, then 
gets cut into pieces and the broth that 
it has been boiling in, is poured over it. 
Then it’s left to chill in the fridge (usual-

ly for a night) and if you’ve done every-
thing right by the morning the broth will 
gel. Kholodets is one of Russia’s signa-
ture starters and is usually served with 
horseradish sauce or hot mustard. 

Salted Herring 
Although the tradition of soaking 
herring in water with salt, sugar and 
spices is also common in Denmark, 
Holland, Sweden and Germany, salt-
ed herring is Russia’s number one 
starter. Usually served with rye-
bread and sliced onion, it makes a 
great companion to vodka. You can 
also try it in a layered salad called 
“dressed herring” or “herring un-
der a fur coat”, which also contains 
diced boiled potatoes, beets, carrots, 
eggs, fresh onions and mayonnaise, 
of course.
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The UEFA Champions 
League 2019-20 season 
came to an end with Bayern 
Munich maintaining their 
authority from start to 
finish. The Bavarians over-

came French giants Paris Saint-Ger-
main in the final to lift their sixth Euro-
pean honor. Bayern Munich clinched its 
sixth European title after beating Paris 
Saint-Germain 1-0 in the Champions 
League final in Lisbon. Victory for the 
German champion secures a lucrative 
treble after it also won the league and 
domestic cup earlier this year. Despite 
all the attacking talent on display, one 
goal was enough to separate the two 
sides with former PSG man Kingsley 
Coman heading in the winning goal 
in the 59th minute. Coman, a French 
international, guided his header into 
the bottom corner to add yet another 
trophy to his cabinet. The 24-year-old 
has won the league title in every sea-
son he’s spent as a professional player, 
starting with PSG’s Ligue 1 victory in 
2013. Meanwhile, it’s yet more Euro-
pean disappointment for PSG which 
was playing in its first final. The French 
champion, which was also bidding for 
a treble, has become obsessed with 
winning the Champions League since 
Qatar Sports Investments bought the 

Parisian club in 2011. More than one 
billion dollars has been spent on the 
playing squad but stars such as Ney-
mar and Kylian Mbappe were unable to 
get their side past a dominant Bayern 
which is still unbeaten in 2020. Played 
behind closed doors at the Estádio da 
Luz, this wasn’t the classic final many 
had hoped for after both sides scored 
so freely throughout the tournament. 
Brazilian Neymar was denied the open-
er by a superb save from Manuel Neuer 
before Bayern’s Robert Lewandowski 
hit the post and had a header saved 
during an otherwise cagey first half. 
Bayern’s high defensive line, in many 
ways its greatest strength, also gave en-
couragement to the lightning fast PSG 
attackers. Mbappe and Neymar spent 
the night on the shoulders of Bayern’s 
defenders, waiting for the trigger to 
run in behind, but failed to convert 
when given the chance. The second half 
hardly improved in terms of quality 
with Coman providing the game’s only 
piece of decisive attacking play.  “Win-
ning the trophy today is the best thing 
that could happen to us. We worked 
incredibly hard and in the end it came 
through to be the best team in Europe,” 
Bayern winger Serge Gnabry told BT 
Sport after the game. “It’s the final, Par-
is came out wanting to win and so did 

Sixth European Title

Tokyo Paralympics 
cost cuts not to 
affect athletes 

International Paralympic Committee 
President Andrew Parsons says no na-
tion will miss the rescheduled Tokyo 
Paralympics for financial reasons. The 
Games, which were scheduled to start 
this week, are now due to begin on 24 
August 2021 in Japan. But financial fears 
as a result of the coronavirus pandem-
ic have cast a cloud over the Para-sport 
movement. “We want to avoid a situation 
where a nation cannot compete because 
of finances,” Parsons told Sport channel. 
“We are developing strategies and plans 
with governments, commercial partners 
and the Tokyo Organising Committee and 
are constantly in contact with the various 
National Paralympic Committees (NPCs). 

Bayern Munich lifts Champion League Cup 
beats Paris Saint-Germain to win the 

Champions League
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we. Nobody is going to give up easily 
but we came through. “As long as it was 
0-0, it was always going to be open for 
us. Of course, they were going to have 
chances. It was lucky they didn’t score 
and lucky we did score.” Bayern has 
enjoyed domestic dominance in Ger-
many -- it has now won eight consec-
utive Bundesliga titles -- but success in 
Europe has been hard to come by since 
its last Champions League triumph 
in 2013. However, under Hans-Dieter 
Flick, Bayern has been on an incredible 
unbeaten run and was favorite to tri-
umph over PSG’s glittering stars. With 
victory, it become the first team to win 
all 11 Champions League games from 
the group stage, scoring 43 goals in 
those matches. Striker Robert Lewand-
owski had one of the greatest individu-
al seasons in the competition’s history 
but failed to get the two goals needed to 
match Cristiano Ronaldo’s record haul 
of 17 in a single campaign. “It feels re-
ally good. It’s everything you dream of 
as a kid to come to Europe and win the 
Champions League with a great club 
like Bayern,” said 19-year-old Canadi-
an left back Alphonso Davies, speaking 
to BT Sport after the game. “That just 
goes to show the team I have around 
me.” “It shows that you can do anything 
you set your mind to. I am happy to be 
here with the Champions League med-
al around my neck and the trophy on 
the side. “We know legends won this 
title before so as a young kid coming 
in you want to keep that going. Every 
young player at this club is hungry to 
win titles because they see their idols 
doing it.”   It’s certainly been the strang-
est Champions League in the competi-
tion’s history. It started over a year ago 
in June 2019 but the pandemic caused 
a lengthy postponement and a change 
to the tournament’s format. The final 
knockout stages have been held behind 
closed doors in Lisbon under restricted 
conditions, with one knockout tie re-
placing the two-legged affair. 

F1 name final 
races of 2020 

season 

Formula 1 has named the races that will 
conclude the 2020 season. Four Grands 
Prix in three countries - Turkey, Bahrain 
and Abu Dhabi - will bring the calendar 
to a total of 17 races, the lowest num-
ber since 2009. The Turkish Grand Prix 
on 15 November marks a return for the 
Istanbul Park track for the first time in 
nine years.  Bahrain will host two races, 
on 29 November and 6 December, before 
the season concludes at Abu Dhabi’s Yas 
Marina track on 13 December. F1 had 
been working on plans to hold races in 
China and Vietnam in November but 
those hopes have now been dashed. The 
Chinese Grand Prix has been officially 
cancelled and while there is no official 
word on the Vietnamese race, that will 
not happen either.

Winner Star 
Alphonso born in 

a refugee camp 
Few journeys to the top of professional 
football can compete with the story of 

Alphonso Davies - the Bayern Munich 
youngster who starred against Chelsea 
in the Champions League. Born in a ref-
ugee camp in Ghana in 2000, his parents 
had fled fighting in the second Liberian 
civil war. They then moved to Canada as 
refugees when the player was five years 
old. Davies joined the Vancouver White-
caps youth set-up in 2015 at the age of 
14, before making his MLS debut a year 
later, and his big break came in the sum-
mer of 2018. That was when European 
giants Bayern agreed a Major League 
Soccer record £9.84m fee to sign the 
player the following January - and the 
teenager quickly found himself rubbing 
shoulders with superstars.

World number 
304 wins AIG 

Women’s Open  

World number 304 Sophia Popov pro-
duced a huge shock by winning the AIG 
Women’s Open by two shots at Royal 
Troon. The 27-year-old German, who 
had not won on the LPGA or Ladies Eu-
ropean Tour before this week, shot a 
three-under 68 to win her first major on 
seven under. Thailand’s Jasmine Suwan-
napura shot a 67 to finish on five under, 
two ahead of world number eight Min-
jee Lee (69). Seven-time major winner 
Inbee Park was the only other player to 
finish under par, after a 66 saw her end 
one under. It was a stunning victory by 
Popov, who is the lowest-ranked player 
to win a women’s major. 

Champions League 2019-20-Key takeaways 
The competition gave us several insights of top teams 
battling for the coveted prize. Here are key takeaways 
from the season.  PSG were superb throughout the 
Champions League campaign and made their presence 
felt in the final. They had big chances to get a hold in the 
finale, however, they didn’t take them.The likes of Kylian 
Mbappe, Neymar and Angel Di Maria misfired on front of 
goal and will be disheartened regarding what could have 
been. Surprisingly, leaving Mauro Icardi out was equal-
ly baffling. Bayern became the first team to win all their 
games in a Champions League campaign and dominated 
the scenario with 43 goals. There was consistency in the 
ranks from a side that ended the Bundesliga season on a 
high, besides winning the DFB-Pokal. Under Hansi Flick, 
the players have found a perfect system to work upon 
and there is a sound understanding on offer. Barcelona last won the Champions League in 2014-15 and since then have misfired 
in the competition. They have been ousted four times in the quarter-finals over the last five seasons. The 8-2 hammering by Bay-
ern highlighted several issues in a team which is struggling at the moment. After painful losses against Roma and Liverpool in the 
previous two editions, Barca were inconsistent once again. Manchester City and Juventus were likened to be amongst the favorites 
to win the Champions League 2019-20 edition. However, both teams were knocked out by French side Lyon. Juventus looked up to 
Cristiano Ronaldo and his brace wasn’t enough for a side that lacked cohesion. City, who are so supreme in attack, had another off 
day. Both teams aren’t quite there yet. Bayern Munich forward Robert Lewandowski deserves all the plaudits for a remarkable cam-
paign. The Polish international contributed with 15 goals and 6 assists. Lewandowski, who amassed 54 goals in all competitions in 
the 2019-20 season, helped Bayern win the treble.
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BOOK REVIEW

  
This book is an analysis of 
the developments associat-
ed with the Belt and Road 
Initiative (B&RI) five years 
after Xi Jinping announced 
both the Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt (SREB) and the 
21st Maritime Silk Road 
(21MSR). Together, these 
two dimensions constitute 
the B&RI, providing the so-
called Chinese ‘project of 
the century’ with regional, 
inter-regional and global 
reach. This book aims at 
assessing the impact of the 
B&RI in all these dimensions 
and levels of influence.This 
is a current and promising 
theme, not only in the short 
and medium terms, but also 
within a broader timescale, 
reflecting Chinese strategic 
thinking itself, since Chinese 
philosophy and culture are 
oriented towards long-term 
and inter-generational per-
spectives. Likewise, both 
the title of this publication 
and the way it has been 
organized result from the 
empirical perception that 
China asserts a conserva-
tive attitude towards foreign 
affairs, redesigned in mul-
tiple dimensions, to create 
a perception of domestic 
unity and global prestige. 
In this vein of thought, the 
B&RI is already influencing 
and will continue to influ-
ence, directly or indirectly, 
the current economic and 
political order. The book 
comprises twenty one chap-
ters; first chapter, The New 
Silk Roads: Defining Chi-
na’s Grand Strategy’ anal-
yses China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) as Beijing’s 
grand strategy to assert and 
legitimate its foreign pol-
icy objective of becoming 
world leader by 2049. De-
spite Chinese rhetoric about 
BRI being a project that will 

benefit the international 
community and which is in 
line with the current inter-
national order, realpolitik 
factors inform and drive the 
project, as China reinforc-
es its exports, increases its 
sphere of influence, and in-
creasingly sets tomorrow’s 
norms.In doing so, China 
projects an image of a coun-
try with the objective and 
power resources of a great 
power that is ready and will-
ing to take the lead in inter-
national affairs. The chapter 
argues that China mobilizes 
and operationalizes all the 
dimensions of power to im-
plement its grand strategy 
and achieve its aim. Thus, 
coercion, threats, predato-
ry economics, soft power 
projection, norms contesta-
tion and rules- and institu-
tion-building are concealed 
by social and discursive 
power of cooperation and 
connectedness Second chap-
ter, ‘The words of the Belt & 
Road Initiative: a Chinese 
discourse for the world’ 
highlights that the Belt and 
Road Initiative is a Chinese 
international project, whose 
importance is recognised 
by the number and variety 
of academic studies devel-
oped in the last three years. 
Several academic disciplines 
are exploring the topic, and 
there is a multiplication of 
studies in areas like geopol-
itics, international relations, 
economics,management 
and even history.This inter-
est from different scientific 
fields on the subject proof 
not only its relevance but 
also the possibility of fac-
ing a global challenge which 
will reflect international 
politics as well as domestic 
politics in diverse countries. 
The variety of approaches 
makes it possible to inter-
pret from different angles 
the same fact. Since 2013, 

the first time President Xi 
Jinping announced the con-
tinental and maritime ini-
tiative which would lead to 
the B&RI, the interest on the 
project has been growing.
However, most of the studies 
concentrate on political and 
economic data, disregard-
ing the effects of discourse 
in the construction of the 
B&RI. Even using the insti-
tuting moment of the B&RI 
in 2013, which was an act of 
international communica-
tion, discourse does not re-
ceive researchers’ attention. 
In this chapter, we argue 
that discourse is one of the 
B&RI tools for a global nar-
rative. We provide a study 
based on the international 
communication theory, sup-
ported by a discourse anal-
ysis, which enlightens us in 
better understanding how 
the B&RI can be adaptive, 
a project from the present, 
representing the past and 
fostering the future. Third 

chapter, ‘Global Strike vs. 
Globalization: The US-China 
- Rivalry and the BRI’ relates 
that in the United States, the 
US-China rivalry is viewed 
primarily through the mil-
itary-strategic lens with 
planners thinking in terms 
of weaponry that include 
long-range bombers, stealth 
ships, and new submarines 
to counter the People’s Lib-
eration Army. Additionally, 
in the Trump era, there has 
been a push to try and make 
the Chinese adhere to a 
Western-imposed economic 
order that Beijing views as 
partially disadvantageous to 
its future economic growth.
Fourth chapter ‘Belt, Road 
and Ball: football as a Chi-
nese soft power and public 
diplomacy tool’ describes 
that in October 2014, China 
issued the policy “Opinions 
for accelerating the develop-
ment of the sports industry 
and promoting sports con-
sumption”. 
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