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Human Rights Question in 
Kashmir

Worthy Readers! 
The focus of this issue is the human rights and prolonged 
neglected plight of Kashmiri citizens The question of human 
rights violations in Kashmir is older than the declaration of 
universal human rights itself (Dec 10, 1948) and ever since 
the innocent and harmless Kashmiris are yearning for jus-
tice and peace. If one investigates the depravity of Kashmi-
ri Muslims of their birthrights and freedom guaranteed to 
them by the UN General Assembly in the Universal Decla-
ration of Human Rights, it turns out to be the only zone in 
the world where humans are relegated as domesticated an-
imals who are subjects of oppressive Hindu rule. These chil-
dren of lesser God are being deprived of their civil, political, 
social, economic and cultural rights from a century now and 
has been ill-treated as slaves of dark ages by India’s civil ad-
ministration and occupational forces, neglecting the inter-
national law and standards.
This issue Mélange International Magazine engaged nation-
al and international scholars, journalists and expert opinion 
makers to shed light on number of subjects including, hu-
man rights and its paradox in Kashmir, Space warfare and 
space militarization, Biden Administration and Challenges 
for Pakistan, 75th Anniversary of UN and other nascent dip-
lomatic activities of last month..
The December edition of Mélange International Magazine 
is in your hands to quench your thirst for reading and pon-
dering upon the most significant diplomatic developments 
of the month. This edition carries a number of special re-
ports, including the Pakistan’s dossier to regarding Indian 
state-sponsored terrorism, a range of articles and lot of 
other mesmerizing readings. Mélange Team hopes that the 
current edition will win your hearts and minds like the pre-
vious ones.
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Apart from the political di-
mension of Kashmir dispute 
as a territorial conflict be-
tween Pakistan and India, 
the reports of blatant human 

rights violations and transgressions of 
Indian military forces and civil admin-
istration poses a serious question on 
the efficacy of prevalent world order 
and supranational regimes. UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC), Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), Human Rights Watch (HRW), 
Amnesty International, and several oth-
er organizations have raised concerns 
and published investigative reports call-
ing for action against the human rights 
violations of Kashmiri people by the 
Indian government and occupied forc-
es. Recently, the OHCHR has endorsed 
the establishment of a Commission of 
Inquiry (COI) to investigate the gross 
and systematic human rights violations 
in Indian occupied Jammu & Kashmir. 
The reports of this commission clearly 
state the facts that Indian occupational 
forces are involved in extra-judicial kill-
ings and kidnappings, arbitrary arrests 
and detaining the political leadership, 
using torture and pellet guns against 
unarmed civilians, and restricting the 
freedom of movement and expression 
in the occupied region. The draconian 
Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFS-
PA) and Public Safety Act (PSA) blanket 
all these atrocities of occupational force 

and in the course the region continues 
to be the largest and most militarized 
zone on earth.
The question of human rights viola-
tions in Kashmir is older than the prev-
alent declaration of universal human 
rights and ever since the innocent and 
harmless Kashmiris are yearning for 
justice and peace. If one investigates 
the analyzes the depravity of Kashmi-
ri Muslims of their rights and freedom 
enshrined in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights adopted by the UN 
General Assembly in 1948, it turns out 
to be the only zone in the world where 
humans are relegated as domesticated 
animals who are subjects of oppressive 
Hindu rule. These children of lesser 
God are being deprived of their civil, 
political, social, economic and cultur-
al rights from a century now and has 
been ill-treated as slaves of dark ages 
by India’s civil administration and occu-
pational forces, neglecting the interna-
tional law and standards.
Kashmiris has been denied their right 
to self-determination and plebiscite by 
Indian authorities as declared in 1949 
UN resolution because India is cogni-
zant of the fact that the predominately 
Muslim-majority will side with Paki-
stan. Thus, India is denying the right to 
dignity, liberty and equality to the citi-
zens of Kashmir. Similarly, the natives of 
Kashmir, Muslims, are deprived of their 
constitutional liberties including their 

Paradox of Human 
Rights in Kashmir

Amna Malik

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR) and Editor-
in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The 

Asian Telegraph’

Reportedly, more than 
94,000 Kashmiris have 
been killed, more than 

22,000 women wid-
owed and 10,000 raped 
and molested, 105,000 
children have been or-
phaned by Indian mili-
tary and paramilitary 

troops in IoK since 1989.
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religious, political and public freedom, 
as stated in the articles 18-21 of the uni-
versal declaration of human rights. The 
very same people are under curfews 
and military lockdowns from decades 
now, which is an encroachment on the 
Articles 12–17, granting the freedom 
of movement and right of individual to-
wards the community. In addition, the 
right to education, adequate living stan-
dards, and social security is compro-
mised in the Indian occupied Kashmir, 
obliterating their sustainable develop-
ment and depriving them of basic hu-
man needs, including food, safe drinking 
water, sanitation facilities, health, shel-
ter, education and information.
All the steps leading to the temple of hu-
man rights were denigrated by the Indi-
an civil and military administration by 
their differential treatment of Kashmiri 
humans as if they are not human at all.
 Various reports were published inves-
tigating these grave violations of human 
rights in the Indian Occupied Kashmir, 
and few of them also alluded that civil 
liberties have been compromised in the 
Pakistan administered region of Kash-
mir as well. However, unlike India, Pa-
kistani authorities kept the region open 
to foreign visitors. A number of diplo-
mats have visited the region to observe 
the ongoing situation themselves and 
all negated these false accusations on 
Pakistan. The country has always been 
compliant of the UN resolutions and 
upheld the terms of bilateral treaties 
related to the resolution of Kashmir co-
nundrum, whether it is the presence of 
international observers or conducting a 
referendum in the region under UN su-
pervision.
Pakistan also invited the Organization 
of Islamic Council (OIC) International 
Permanent Human Rights Commission 
(IPHRC) to visit the state of AJK and as-
sess the human rights situation in the 
IoK. The visit concluded in form of a re-
port highlighting the grave human rights 
violations and posed serious questions 
towards demographic engineering by 

India in occupied territory. The report 
concluded that “in the absence of India’s 
willingness to facilitate an independent 
investigation, there is considerable sta-
tistical and circumstantial evidence 
which lends credence to the allegations 
of indiscriminate and disproportionate 
use of force by the Indian security forces 
against unarmed and innocent civilians 
and human rights activists, resulting in 
torture, extrajudicial killings, rape and 
mass blinding through use of pellets”. 
The mission also requested that if Indi-
an side has any reservations about this 
report, they should allow the mission 
of IPHRC and UN fact-finding mission 
to visit the IoK and assess the situation 
of human rights over there. The visitors 

expressed serious concerns over the de-
nial of the right to self-determination to 
Kashmiri people as it is against the UNSC 
resolutions and equating the legitimate 
freedom struggle of Kashmiri Muslims 
with terrorism is condemnable.
In addition, the report stated the fact 
that the use of restrictive and discrim-
inatory laws by Indian Security forces 
such as AFSPA Act is contrary to the 
international human rights standards. 
The report was accompanied with the 
statistical data showing the number of 
people killed, tortured, arrested, struc-
tures arsoned, rapes and molestations, 
and causalities from the use of pellet 
guns in the Indian occupied region of 
Kashmir. In their recommendations for 

Pallet Gun: A Weapon of Choice of Indian Occupational Forces
The Indian High Court of Jammu and Kashmir took an outrageous decision to legitimizing the use of pallet gun by 
Indian armed forces as a crowd control measure. Although there are numerous proofs that it was a sporadic prac-
tice of IAF before this decree and many human rights organizations and activists had already raised voices against 
this heinous act that has been harming innocent and unarmed civilians protesting for their basic rights. Before 
this decree, pellet guns along with many other lethal weapons has caused a number of causalities and physical dis-
abilities among the inoffensive protestors yearning for the basic human rights entitlements. The verdict of Indian 
High Court is not only a defiance of the international human rights standards but also an intimation that current 
Indian government can take any brutal measure to oppress the Kashmiri natives politically. India even being the 
world’s largest democracy cannot tolerate pluralistic society and its far-right national government’s abominating 
attitude towards Muslims is a proof of it. There are numerous other crowd control methods, but Indian weapon of 
choice is a ‘Pallet Gun’, which was instituted by police force of India. In these ten years, hundreds have been killed 
and myriad blinded by this lethal weapon. In 2016, a plea was raised at Indian court due to an uproar by human 
rights organization and activists that led to formation of a biased committee deciding in favor of state practices. 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights furnished a report in year 2018, which called on an inves-
tigation on the abuse of rights in the regions administered by India. Among numerous causalities, the youngest 
one was a 19-month-old child, Heeba Jan, who suffered injuries in 2018 when she and her mother were caught in 
the middle of a violent clash while escaping from tear gas near their house. Amnesty International India urges the 
Government of India to ease the restrictions on the communication channels and media, and to release the politi-
cal leaders. The plight of Kashmiri Muslims is yet to be resolved by the international community by having a view 
that amid the unarmed Kashmiris demanding their right of self-determination and cold-hearted armed Indian 
police and military personnel, who will be titleholder of Kashmir.
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the UN, IPHRC mission to AJK urged the 
high offices of UN to investigate the on-
going situation in IoK and the UN Hu-
man Rights Council to consider the ap-
pointment of a Special Rapporteur with 
a specific mandate to investigate India’s 
violations in IoK under international 
law and international humanitarian law. 
It also called for the inclusion of periodic 
health situation reports for highlighting 
the precarious health conditions in the 
disputed territory by the World Health 
Organization.
According to the report of Jammu and 
Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JK-
CCS), “around 1100 civilians were killed 
by the Indian occupied forces including 
160 in 2018 only, however, the Union 
Ministry for Home Affairs claimed only 
37 civilians, 238 terrorists, and 86 se-
curity forces personnel were killed in 
2018 up to 2 December 2018”. There 
is a momentous difference in the stats 

provided by the Kashmir’s local bodies 
and the Indian government, showing 
that there is an increasing number of 
extra-judicial killings of innocent civil-
ians by occupational forces. The OHCHR 
also second the fact that there has been 
a drastic increase in the civilian killings 
in 2018 due to excessive use of force by 
the Indian military in the region. Simi-
larly, the Special Rapporteur expressed 
concerns about “intentional, excessive 
or indiscriminate use of firearms by In-
dian security forces and the failure to 
conduct thorough, prompt and impar-
tial investigations into these cases in or-
der to uphold rule of law and to ensure 
non-reoccurrence of the violations.”
The 2019 report of OHCHR recommend-
ed to authorities in India to repeal the 
AFSPA, legally prosecute the security 
personal violating the human rights, 
and investigate the abuses like extra-ju-
dicial killings, sexual violence, torture 

and enforced disappearances conduct-
ed in Indian Occupied Kashmir. The re-
port also urged the Indian government 
to end the ban on freedom of the press 
and fully respect the Kashmiris right to 
self-determination as mentioned in the 
international law.
Amid the reports of human rights viola-
tions presented by the OHCHR and OIC 
fact-finding mission, and their recom-
mendations to the Indian government 
for abiding by the international norms 
and standards,
Amnesty International reported that in 
August 2019 the BJP regime unilateral-
ly altered the special status of Kashmir 
and “launched a widespread lockdown, 
detained opposition leaders and activ-
ists like Farooq Abdullah, Omar Abdul-
lah and Mehbooba Mufti, severed the 
communication links, and prevented 
access to basic services such as educa-
tion and healthcare for civilians”. The 
report also highlighted the Indian gov-
ernment’s lack of accountability of the 
murderers and attackers who attacked 
and threatened the indigenous peo-
ple on basis of their religious and eth-
nic identities. It underlined the attacks 
and intimidations of Hindu nationalist 
groups on Kashmiri university students 
forcing them to leave the institutions. 
The humanitarian group also highlight-
ed the curb on freedom of expression by 

Political Dimension of Kashmir Dispute
From last 90 years, the people of Jammu and Kashmir are yearning for their birthright of religious and political 
freedom. The world recognizes the conflict as a prolonged territorial dispute between Pakistan and India over-
looking the context of the conflict, which dates back to 1930 when the Muslim majority of the state agitated against 
the minority-rule of Hindus for their religious freedom. Soon after, the partition took place and Kashmir, a pre-
dominately-Muslim majority state, given away to India contradicting the fundamental principle of partition. The 
perturbed Muslim majority of the region denied this unscrupulous division and called for help from their Muslim 
brethren resulting in an armed confrontation and settled by the UN cease-fire agreement of 1949 on the grounds 
that a referendum will be held in the region to gather the consensus of the majority population of the region. In 
contrast, the right to self-determination and plebiscite granted by the supranational authority to the Kashmiri 
citizens was repudiated by India and resolution was not implemented ever since. Soon after, India held an election 
in the occupied territory, which The United Nations Security Council explicitly negated to be a substitute for a free 
and impartial plebiscite to the people of Jammu and Kashmir. In 1956, amid the Kashmiri cries for freedom, Indian 
leadership integrated the occupied territory of Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir into the Union of India. The 
mounting repression of India in the occupied valley resulted in an upsurge in the demonstrations and protests by 
the citizens of the Kashmir and in lieu of Pakistan’s support to their fellow Muslims, the animosities between both 
neighboring countries escalated into two full-scale wars afterwards –ended up the Tashkent Declaration and Sim-
la Agreement. The agreement clearly stated, “Neither nation would not interfere in each other’s internal affairs; 
economic and diplomatic relations would be restored; there would be an orderly transfer of prisoners of war and 
both leaders would work towards improving bilateral relations.” However, India acknowledged the territory as 
disputed and designated it special area status, never honored the sanctity of these agreement and ever since the 
country is violating the terms of the accord brokered by the US and USSR. The recent revocation of Article 370 is 
a blatant violation of these bilateral treaties and utter disregard of International Law, as India unilaterally altered 
the special status of Kashmir and again annexed it as one of its union territories.
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arbitrary arrest, detention and prosecu-
tion as a means of silencing the journal-
ist and a continuous shut down of inter-
net in the region.
All these aforementioned facts and stats 
about Indian repression on Muslims of 
Occupied Kashmir clearly narrates the 
fact that the dispute is not merely a ter-
ritorial one now, it has taken a religious 
lateral now and being a predominately 
Muslim-majority state, the incumbent 
Hindutva regime is altering its demog-
raphy. India has played its moves by re-
pressing the indigenous people through 
excessive and belligerent use of force 
and now the regime has been taking 
long-term political and social manoeu-
vring in account like revocation of ar-
ticle 370 and amending the citizenship 
amendment bill and allowing outsiders 
the acquisition of land in Kashmir. Sev-
eral scholars, journalists and politicians 
have already highlighted this ongoing 
social engineering in the Indian occu-
pied region and this will result in reduc-
ing the Muslim majority into a minority 
of state. All those echoing these con-
cerns are silenced by threats or killings, 
demonstrating the medievalism and au-
thoritarianism in the world’s so-called 
largest democracy.
Kashmir is the jugular vein of Pakistan 
and to unshackle the Indian oppressed 
Kashmiris Pakistan has not left any 
stone unturned in last 73 years. These 
efforts include soliciting foreign actors 
and the United Nations for mediation, 
offering India to have a combine admin-
istration or conduct a plebiscite for the 
peaceful future of devastated Kashmiri 
people. Human rights violations and 
atrocities in Kashmir is not newfangled 
and unseen but dates back to the inde-
pendence of both nations. Since then, 
this territory has been exploited as a 
buffer zone of two South Asian Nucle-

ar states and it has been oppressed on 
the costs of blameless noncombatants. 
The reports issued by the supranation-
al bodies like OHCHR, OIC and Amnesty 
International highlight the grave vio-
lations of human rights committed by 
the Indian occupational forces and laid 
the recommendations for putting a halt 
to the heinous acts against humanity. 
However, it is a matter of prejudice of 
Indian civil and military administration 
about Muslim population of the Kash-
mir, which is why the authorities are 
not complying with the international 
standards and defying the observers, 
fact-finding missions and independent 
journalists to visit the IoK.
The Kashmiri leadership also acknowl-
edges the unwavering support of Paki-
stan to the Kashmiri people and raising 
the Kashmir dispute and highlighting 
gross human rights violations in IOJ&K 
at all international forums. The Foreign 

Minister, Shah Mahmood Qureshi un-
derscored that Kashmir will continue 
to remain the cornerstone of Pakistan’s 
foreign policy. He reiterated Pakistan’s 
firm resolve to stand with the Kashmiris 
until the realization of their right to 
self-determination as promised by the 
international community. Pakistan has 
always stood fast for the resolution of 
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the 
UN Security Council Resolutions and the 
wishes of the Kashmiri people. On top 
of this, India should stop maltreatment 
of innocent civilians and provide them 
with the due respect and rights every 
human deserve, as stated in the inter-
national law and human rights declara-
tion. Dr Fai encapsulated, that “India has 
not desisted from its human rights vio-
lations”, and there is a need of making 
India understand that peace cannot be 
held through terror and India is clearly 
at war with Kashmiris. 
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The sensation of space war-
fare arisen with the takeoff of 
Sputnik-I, first earth satellite 
of Soviets launched during 
the escalation period of the 

cold war, underlying the strategic use of 
outer space for the defence and securi-
ty. The idea of securing a high ground in 
the battlefield for strategic advantage is 
antediluvian but to acquire preemptive 
edge of outer space was realized after 
1960’s, when both USA and USSR were 
contending to make Inter-Continental 
Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) and both had 
successfully launched their artificial sat-
ellites in the outer space. Although, Ger-
many was the first nation to use the bal-
listic missile in the end of World War-II, 
but it led to the advancement of launch 
vehicles and space race in the world, es-
pecially between USA and USSR. In spite 
of the abysmal duel, the world entered 
into an era of cooperation in the outer 
space, followed by the establishment of 
International Space Station.
Space warfare denotes the combat in 
the outer space, above the Kármán Line 
in the mesosphere and exosphere lay-
ers of the atmosphere. Although there 
has not been any incident of an armed 
conflict in the outer space but the scope 
includes the space-to-space warfare, 
space-to-ground warfare and ground-
to-space warfare, where satellites can 
target other satellites or earth-based 
targets and vice versa. Ever since the 
beginning of the space race, the techno-
logically advanced nations are explor-
ing the opportunities in this nascent 
domain to amplify their security. Simi-
lar to the use of terrains like ocean beds 
and airspace for the supplementation 

of offence and defence, the incorpora-
tion of outer space as the territory of 
national security gained traction in the 
latter half of the 20th century, when 
soviets launched the first artificial sat-
ellite “Sputnik-I” into space. The USA 
and other powers followed the suite, 
resulting in the technological advance-
ment and leap frogging in the prevailing 
globalization process. The prospects 
of space-mediated conflict increased 
after the development of ICBMs, ad-
vancement in the space sciences and 
its practical manifestations. Presence 
in the outer space provided a compet-
itive edge and a military superiority to 
nation-states in all spheres, especially 
in the battlefields, military communi-
cations and surveillance, informational 
supremacy and lifting the fog of war. 
Currently, the presence in the outer 
space has become an essential element 
for the national development and secu-
rity, which is why the developed coun-
tries like China, Russia and the USA have 
secured their positions in the realm, and 
now; economically struggling nations 
like Iran and Korea are making strides 
in the domain of outer space. Owing to 
the promising landscape of outer space, 
the dominant powers have either estab-
lished a separate force for the space or 
revamped their strategic command to 
an additional authority or autonomous 
entity for securing their national inter-
ests in the outer space. For example, the 
USA has recently upgraded their Space 
Command by overhauling the organi-
zational structure into a full-unified 
combatant command and allocating ad-
ditional funds along with renaming it as 
US Space Force in December 2019. Sim-

PROSPECTS OF 
SPACE WARFARE 

AND
FORFENDING THE 

SPACE WEAPONIZATION

Outer space was 
an addition to 

conventional 
battlefields, such as 

land, airspace, water 
and cyber space, 

therefore it is deemed 
as critical component 

of modern joint 
warfare.

SPOTLIGHT
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ilarly, the Russian Aerospace Defence 
Force replaced the Russian Space Force, 
which later on became the Russian 
Aerospace Force, on August 2015. China 
also followed the military reformation 
of the globally dominant military pow-
ers and erected the People’s Liberation 
Army Strategic Support Force (PLASSF), 
which is responsible for space, cyber, 
and electronic warfare, and is the con-
solidation of all PLA’s space-based 
C4ISR systems. India, a developing 
country of South Asia, also established 
the Defence Space Agency (DSA) as the 
tri-service agency of the Indian Armed 
Forces, undertaking the space-warfare 
and satellite intelligence. 
Although, the mass-awareness and un-
derstanding of the idea of space warfare 
matured with the motion pictures like 
“Star Wars” and “Space Odyssey” but the 
nation-states were already aware of the 
developments and utility of domain for 
their progress soon after the first launch 
of an earth satellite in space, especially 
in the realm of national development 
and security. 
Fast-paced telecommunication played 
a vital role in the globalization process 
and it has become possible through the 
satellite technologies. A century ago, it 
took years for a news or information 
to reach the other half of the world but 
with the advent of satellite networks, 
the process of information sharing, ei-
ther through telecommunication or 
through broadcast, has accelerated. In 
the same way, these satellites helped us 
in predicting the weather and natural 
disasters, remote sensing for mapping 
and developmental planning, and reg-
ulating the air-traffic etc. The steadfast 
global banking system and the FinTech 

we use today is the byproduct of this 
tech advancement we call Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS). So the satellites, 
and space technology at large, is part 
of the national and global critical infra-
structure and an attack on these sys-
tems can jeopardize the international 
financial and political order.
We know that the security and military 
derives the technological advancements, 
and modernization in space sciences is 
exemplar in this regard. Through pres-
ence in the space, a state’s military can 
conduct surveillance, reconnaissance, 
keep track of the troop mobilization, fa-
cilitate overt and covert operations, lift 
the fog of war and impede its adversary 
from gaining the strategic advantage 
from the space technologies. In terms of 
national defense, satellites have provid-
ed us with an ability to forecast threats 
to the food, water, energy, and environ-
mental security. Similarly, one can iden-
tify the war crimes, human rights viola-
tions, genocides, and other existential 
threats to the human security through 
satellites imagery and keep a check on 
the national boundaries for the refugees 
and illegal migrants. 
New forms of warfare resulted with the 
evolution of sciences, especially space 
sciences, having sprouting effects on 
the nature of conflict. Such as the cy-
berwar and space warfare itself. Nayef 
Al-Rodhan mentioned in Space Review 
“new dynamics in outer space have in-
creased the level of vulnerability of cy-
berspace and space-based infrastruc-
tures.” While explaining the intersection 
of both technologies in terms of security 
he mentioned that feeding false infor-
mation or illegal monitoring and sur-
veillance of data traffic relayed from the 

satellites in the outer space is the most 
common type of threat.
Although race to reach outer space 
and land on moon is a half century old 
saga but it has a whole different side 
Pakistan was among one of the few 
countries to start its research and 
development program on space sci-
ences. Under the leadership of Gen-
eral Ayyub Khan, Pakistan started its 
national space agency on the advice 
of Nobel laureate Dr Abdus Salam as 
a Space Sciences Research Wing of 
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (PAEC). The journey of Pakistan’s 
space research and exploration pro-
gram can be divided into three phases; 
first is the establishment of a research 
wing and initiation of the rocketry 
programs, second is the institutional 
and constitutional development and 
third is the outer space exploration 
program. Currently, Pakistan have four 
remote sensing and communications 
satellites, including two ground sta-
tions. Launch of two satellites in 2018 
were intended to serve the purpose 
of agricultural mapping, prediction of 
precipitation and water run-offs. Dr. 
Qamar ul Islam, head of Institute of 
Space Technology, said that Pakistan 
is in dire need of assistance from its 
friendly countries to enhance satellite 
launch facilities and capabilities. In 
terms of budget allocation and policy 
formulation, Pakistan’s government 
always remained a staunch advocate 
of development in space technology. 
Lately, civilian leadership of Pakistan 
had allocated added finances for de-
velopment of Pakistan’s Multi-Mission 
(PAKSAT-MM1) satellite and estab-
lishment of ground space centers in its 
major cities namely Lahore, Karachi 
and Islamabad. In order to respond to 
India’s space research and develop-
ment pace, which was deemed as top 
country in year 2017 for launching 
satellites, Pakistan have to expedite 
its pace of developments. Cooperation 
of Pakistan and China are expected 
to bolster the space assets capability 
of Pakistani Space and Upper Atmo-
sphere research Commission (SUPAR-
CO). In year 2018, with assistance of 
China in launch pads, Pakistan sent 
launched two were indigenously man-
ufactured satellites from China Gobi 
desert. In 2019, Pakistan and UAE gov-
ernment signaled a collaborative ef-
fort for sending missions to space and 
manufacturing space technology. Pa-
kistani official stated that they want to 
get benefits from strengthened space 
technologies of UAE. In the same year, 
Pakistan’s Space Agency SUPARCO 
attended the global Space Congress 
and presented Pakistan’s past efforts 
and future intentions of modernizing 
its space technology. Presently, the 
agency is aiming to develop a remote 
sensing satellite as part of its vision 
2040, and preparing to send a manned 
space mission with assistance of Chi-
nese space agency in 2022, Minister of 
Information, Science and Technology, 
Fawad Chaudhry.
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which explicates the ambit of these out-
er-space missions as “future military 
operations.” Outer space was an addi-
tion to conventional battlefields, such as 
land, airspace, water and cyber space, 
therefore it is deemed as critical com-
ponent of modern joint warfare. Outer 
space presence and its technological im-
plications on the military led to the sym-
biosis and interdependence in all types 
of armed forces, resulting in notions of 
joint military operations or “jointness” 
as Americans called it. Space technol-
ogy has risen as a force multiplier and 
decisive factor in military operations 
and it is evident from the application 
of the technology in military affairs to-
day. Correspondingly, coalescing the 
satellites with the high-resolution lens-
es, militaries and intelligence agencies 
can now capture and keep track of the 
activities occurring on the ground in 
real-time with vivid images. This de-
velopment, combined with the modern 
5G telecommunication technology has 
turned the battlefield into a video game 
and providing exceptional assistance to 
the land, sea or air forces.
With the advancement in the space 
technologies as platforms of warfare, 
the military use of these nascent tech-
nologies could vary from the simple in-
formation hacks to jamming signals and 
knocking out rival satellites. There are 
speculations that with the advancement 
in the space militarization, such threats 

will intensify in near future and satel-
lites will become laser equipped en-
abling them to destroy other satellites 
and targeting the ground forces as well.
The satellites, apart from being an in-
strument facilitating the militaries, has 
become the weapons themselves. The 
debate of space militarization is gain-
ing traction ever since the inception 
of space technology but now, in 21st 
century, we have witnessed numer-
ous nations exploiting the satellites as 
weapons of offence. Although there are 
international treaties ratified by the UN 
member states to avoid the conflicts in 
the outer space and put a bar on the 
deployment of weapon systems in the 
outer space (weaponization of space). 
However, the spacefaring nations have 
installed killer satellites and spying sat-

ellites and anti-satellites to destruct or 
jam the adversary’s satellites present in 
the space. On January 11, 2007, the Chi-
nese government conducted a ballistic 
missile-launched anti-satellite weapon 
successfully which led to a strong con-
demnation from many foreign powers 
like the US, UK, and Japan. Similarly, in 
2008, the US developed and tested an 
air to space interceptor missile (SM-3) 
for hitting ballistic targets when they 
are in orbit, which resulted in success-
fully destroying its own surveillance 
satellite. Japan, a US ally, is planning 
to deploy these satellite destroyers in 
European region. India, although a de-
veloping country but continuously ad-
vancing spacefaring nation, also gunned 
down a satellite in the lower orbit using 
anti-satellite rocket calling it Mission 
Shakti.
Human activities in the outer space such 
as satellites destruction and accidental 
collisions are disturbing the fragile eco-
system of the space. In this milieu, the 
anti-satellites and ballistic missiles tar-
geting the satellites results in Kessler 
syndrome and increasing the debris in 
outer space. With the increasing activ-
ities in the outer space, especially the 
commercial flights, the space visitors 
are at risk. In order to ensure the safe-
ty of satellites, human space surfers and 
environment of space, all spacefaring 
nations have to take measures to put 
a halt on this increasing debris. Outer 

space activities are expected to increase 
with the proliferation of space-based 
communication channels like 5G con-
nectivity. For the sustainability of space 
exploration and space-based services 
there is a need to ensure the unpollut-
ed environment in the sphere, which 
is possible through space governance 
and employing the space policies. In 
addition to the rules and regulations, 
the capacity building and technological 
transfers also act as prerequisites for 
safeguarding the whimsical and fragile 
atmosphere of space.
The competition in space is increasing 
gradually due to the reliance and depen-
dence on space technologies in our daily 
affairs at earth, especially the military 
and intelligence affairs. This competi-
tion and overreliance also paves path of 

Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO), Indian space agency, founded 
in 1969 to develop an independent 
Indian space program. ISRO’s first sat-
ellite, Aryabhata, was launched by the 
Soviet Union on April 19, 1975. Ro-
hini, the first satellite to be placed in 
orbit by an Indian-made launch was 
launched on July 18, 1980. ISRO has 
launched several space systems, in-
cluding the Indian National Satellite 
(INSAT) system for telecommunica-
tion, television broadcasting, meteo-
rology, and disaster warning and the 
Indian Remote Sensing (IRS) satellites 
for resource monitoring and manage-
ment. The first INSAT was launched 
in 1988, and the program expanded 
to include geosynchronous satellites 
called GSAT. The first IRS satellite was 
also launched in 1988, and the pro-
gram developed more-specialized sat-
ellites, including the Radar Imaging 
Satellite-1 (RISAT-1, launched in 2012) 
and the Satellite with Argos and Alti-
ka (SARAL, launched in 2013), a joint 
Indian-French mission that measures 
ocean wave heights. India is utilizing its 
satellite assets for ‘IRS’ and communi-
cation purposes which could enhance 
the speed, knowledge and precision 
in warfare. With an ability to moni-
tor the force mobilization through an 
eye in the space, Indian military plan-
ners can take well-informed decisions 
based on mobilization of forces and 
strategies of Chinese and Pakistani 
armed forces. ISRO subsequently de-
veloped three other rockets: the Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV), the 
Geostationary Space Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV), and the GSLV Mark III or LVM. 
Those rockets launched communica-
tions satellites and Earth-observation 
satellites as well as missions to the 
Moon (Chandrayaan-1, 2008; Chan-
drayaan-2, 2019) and Mars (Mars Or-
biter Mission, 2013). Moreover, India 
is now entering Space 2.0, which is 
the upsurge in space commercial ac-
tivity, and India is using this or its own 
advantage as country is listed in top 
ranks for launching foreign satellites.  
This adoption of Space 2.0 will dimin-
ish the economic constraints on the In-
dian Space program and will result in 
added experience and economic devel-
opment, which can further strengthen 
the space posture of Indian military. 
ISRO plans to put astronauts into orbit 
in 2021.
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hostilities and increases the prospects 
of conflicts between nation-states in the 
outer space, which is why nations are 
considering the outer space as the new 
territory of national security. Until now, 
there has not been a single incident of 
an actor attacking the opponent’s as-
sets in the space but with the increasing 
competition and enhancement in the 
capability to do so, the odds of an inter-
stellar conflict are intensifying.
Moreover, the prospects of spilling the 
inter-nation’s conflict in space is grow-
ing with the increase of space based 
military systems and nebulous use of 
satellites for the military and intelli-
gence purposes by nation states like 
India. Until now, there had been a tacit 
consent by nations on the passive use of 
space assets for the military purposes 
but with the enhancement in the space 
technologies, especially concerning the 
offensive capabilities of satellites, and 
dual use of these assets, the animosity 
will increase and spiral into a security 
dilemma in the space as well.
Similarly, another challenge in reali-
zation of harmony in the space among 
nation-states is the absence of space 
governance. The Space Security Index 
Report 2019 addressed the problem 
by highlighting three indicators; first is 
the absence of national space policies, 
strategies and laws, second is the lack 
of an international regime like UN space 
governing body to regulate the space af-
fairs, and third is the deficiency of clear 
guidelines, mechanisms and treaties 
for the utilization of space-resources 
by multilateral forums. The report also 
highlighted the developments of 2018, 
directly influencing the space develop-
ment and increasing national and in-

ternational engagements in the outer 
space. It lays the ground research for the 
policymakers, scholars, civil society and 
industry leaders to take preventive ac-
tions for the security, sustainability and 
regulation of outer space activities.

It is not clear how we can best 
balance today’s competing 

civil, commercial, and military 
interests against the need for 
sustainable uses of space that 

will ensure its utility for future 
generations – Space Security 

Factsheet
UN has been making efforts to maintain 
the peace in the outer space since the 
launch of first satellite in 1957 and then 

onwards, the regime has been actively 
advocating the treaties and confidence 
building measures to prohibit the mil-
itarization and installation of weapons 
of mass destruction in outer space. Even 
the regime enforced a legal framework 
by ratifying a treaty in 1967, namely The 
Treaty on Principles Governing the Ac-
tivities of States in the Exploration and 
Use of Outer Space, including the Moon 
and Other Celestial Bodies, also known 
as the “Outer Space Treaty”. Since 1980, 
the proposals to put a halt on the pre-
vention of an arms race in outer space 
and prohibiting the use of anti-satellite 
weapons were put down in the agenda 
of UN and afterwards Russia and Chi-
na presented the drafts of such treaties 
in the Conferences of Disarmament. 
However, due to vagueness of the con-
cepts like “space weapons”, “peaceful 
use of space”, and approval on passive 
use space assets for the military pur-
poses, challenges of the space war and 
electronic warfare in space have sur-
mounted. Even the formation of Group 
of Governmental Experts by UN General 
Assembly in 2017 was unable to gather 
consensus of the spacefaring nations for 
the purpose but they put forward the 
transparency and confidence building 
measures (TCBMs) for the peaceful use 
of outer space on voluntary basis by the 
nation-states and international actors 
in the domain. Then again, the linkage 
of the space assets with the national 
interests weaken the initiative as states 
defy their voluntary information shar-
ing from the national actors. In order to 
overcome this challenge, there is a need 
to take all actors on board, such as their 
inclusion and listening to their concerns 
on the forums like Conference on Disar-
mament and find a common ground.
Outer Space is a unique domain and for 
the security, sustainability and gover-
nance of this nascent sphere, we need a 
unique and holistic policy. To date, there 
has not been a single human causality in 
the outer space but the proliferation of 
space weapons and offensive capabili-
ties of nations in the outer space, shad-
ows of the space warfare are palpable, 
and it can only be prevented by erecting 
an order in the outer space as well.
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Amid unprecedented catastro-
phes of pandemic Covid-19 
across the world, the US un-
derwent another phase of 
democratic transition in the 

aftermath of the 2020 presidential elec-
tions. Democrat candidate Joe Biden 
manages to defeat the Republican con-
tending Donald Trump who was con-
testing for its second term in the presi-
dential race. With this electoral triumph, 
Joe Biden has been elected as the 46th 
American President of the US, perhaps 
his role for the next four years would be 
critical for determining the fate of mil-
lions of Americans at home and abroad 
in the domain of foreign policy persua-
sion. Unlike, other former American 
Presidents, Biden holds limited choices 
due to Trump’s pitfalls, but definite is-
sues to handle pertinent to American 
foreign policy and domestic socio-po-
litical affairs. It is noticeable that during 
the electoral campaign, there is a clear 
intent of revitalizing the moral paradigm 
in American political culture. Nonethe-
less, its designed endeavours for diplo-
matic engagement in foreseeable future, 
political pundits predict the rapproche-
ment strategy coupled with the revers-
ing decision of the Trump administra-
tion may seek preferential treatment as 
it hampered American democratic pres-
tige quite drastically.
The presidential elections also hold im-
mense significance for Islamabad be-
cause under the new administration it 
will define the trajectory of bilateral ties 
between the two countries. Over Biden’s 

victory, Pakistan opted for a balanced 
approach so far, sticking to the existing 
formwork of cooperation it gave a ges-
ture of further alleviating the relations 
with Washington. In this context, cog-
nizant of its wattage, Pakistan also con-
gratulated Biden over its electoral victo-
ry and vowed to continue its efforts for 
regional peace, in particular assisting 
the US peaceful political resolution of 
the Afghan crisis. 
“History indicates that Pak-US relations 
have been erratic and subtle as they un-
derwent successive transformations over 
the period due to numerous intervening 
impediments. From strategic allies to 
frenemies, both states pursued bilateral 
engagement that defined the outlook of 
regional geopolitical architecture and 
also played a key role in realignment of 
Post-Cold world order.
Ever since “Operation Enduring Free-
dom” both countries are bilaterally 
engaged with a security-oriented col-
laboration. Biden’s victory in the presi-
dential elections simultaneously offers 
opportunities and also posing challeng-
es to Islamabad. Albeit, under the newly 
elected Biden administration, Pakistan 
pins hope of pursuing constructive mul-
tilateral ties with the US with a broader 
scope of collaboration in the domain of 
security, economy, and geostrategic af-
fairs. Likewise, Biden will also look to 
place Islamabad in a key position in the 
forthcoming US National Security Strat-
egy manual towards South Asia.
Dismayingly during political transitions 
of President Bush, Obama, and the Trump 
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administrations, relations predominately 
enticed with US trust deficit pitfall to-
wards Islamabad, reciprocally it took a 
cautious approach to avert the percep-
tions of overriding US influence in the 
foreign policy imperatives. However, the 
situation this time around is different, 
Pakistan is in driving seat due to its sig-
nificant role in the ongoing Afghanistan 
peace process. As, the US policy towards 
Afghanistan unlikely to change, therefore 
Pakistan would seek preferential treat-
ment from Washington until its complete 
withdrawal. Islamabad must capitalize 
on the opportunity to mend unflinching 
ties to pursue its multilateral interests. 
Unlike Trump’s maverick and unortho-
dox political style, Biden seemingly holds 
a steadfast, naive and pragmatic ap-
proach that averts the impediments of 
“unpredictability” and it allows Pakistan 
to transcend ties beyond the rhetoric con-
finement of the previous administration. 
The very first challenge for Islamabad is 
defining contours of engagement with 
the Biden administration. The role of 
lobbies is significantly important in this 
timeframe to smoothen paths of sustain-
able engagement with Washington. For 
Pakistan, another vital consideration is 
to ensure the Indian detachment, as the 
transition period also offers a chance 
for Delhi to subvert its lost status in the 
Afghanistan peace process. The min-
imal role of Pakistani lobbies always 
remained a grave area of concern that 
potentially necessitates stringent mea-
sures to denounce Indian-led propagan-
da.
The second challenge is convincing the 
US to opt for a balancing approach vis-
à-vis its relations with Indian and Paki-
stan. Ever since the Bush administration 
growing Indo-US strategic partnership 
in the South Asia region not only im-
pacting the balance of power in the 
region but also further escalating the 
military-industrial complex and arms 
race-putting regional peace at stake.
Third, Sino-Pak bonhomie and US-China 
conventional animosity are two signifi-
cant variables that foster the dynamics 
of the bilateral relationship between Is-
lamabad and Washington. Both former 
and latter are posing reciprocal con-
cerns that lead to the inadvertent trust 
deficit between two states. The policy-
makers in Islamabad has an uphill task 
to overcome this resentment to put the 
flourishing trajectory of relations be-
yond those hurdles.
Fourth, the Kashmir conflict remains 
another significant factor that will de-
termine the dynamics of Pak-US re-
lations. The previous administration 
played a minimal role in crisis mitiga-
tion and its efforts were confined to the 
rhetoric only. It’s another challenge for 
Islamabad how it turns the table to con-
vince the White House over its narrative 
regarding the Kashmir conflict.
Fifth, domestic political riddles and 
economic soft patches are two major 
imperatives that impede the instiga-
tion of bolstering ties with Washington. 
Ever since the foundation of bilateral 
relations, the US gave the perception of 
an opportunistic state and its policies 

usually remain on the zero-sum notion 
and Islamabad paid the price in most of 
the cases. Thus, this looming perception 
needs to address first hand to ensure a 
congenial environment for strengthen-
ing the dynamics of relations.
Sixth, amongst the challenges CPEC is 
the point of divergence in collaborative 
interests of two states. The Trump ad-
ministration has shown grave appre-
hension as it undermines its regional 
interests and opted anti-CPEC campaign 
in alignment with the Delhi-based pro-
paganda narrative. Biden administra-
tion would continue the same policy 
assertion, henceforth, it is also another 
point of concern for Pakistan to con-
verge the narrative.
In retrospect, driven through securi-
ty-oriented exigencies, the bilateral ties 
were limited to the US economic assis-
tance, thus it is the right opportunity 
to foster multidimensional relations in 
the realm of economy and social part-
nership. Islamabad needs to ensure 
that its efforts for the Afghanistan peace 
process should be dually acknowledged 
with certain concessions.
A meaningful engagement with Wash-
ington may serve the purpose, other-
wise, it may become redundant. In an 
account of this, devising Track II diplo-
macy would consolidate the prospect 

of fart-fetched engagement. In the geo-
strategic aspect, the Biden administra-
tion would try to rescind the Trump 
belligerent moves towards China. Paki-
stan can play the mediator role between 
two global contending powers to low-
er down the embroiling turmoil amid 
economic war. Likewise, towards Iran, 
Democrats adopted an engagement 
approach in past. Trump’s unilateral 
withdrawal from the nuclear treaty with 
Iran gave shockwaves to Washington 
that seemingly may reinforce by Biden. 
Consequently, it also raises the impetus 
of creating plausible situations for ne-
gotiations and Pakistan again holds the 
leverage of mediation between the con-
tending actors.
 Giving preferential treatment between 
India and Pakistan, Biden might be 
caught up between two stools. Indian 
has emerged as one of the biggest cli-
ents to run its weapon industry in the 
last two decades. Likewise, the Indian 
diaspora also plays a substantial role in 
American economic uplift, thus tilt to-
wards Pakistan may impact its econom-
ic incentives.
From the US perspective, the construc-
tive partnership with Pakistan may pro-
vide Biden with a strong foothold in the 
South Asian region to pursue multilater-
al interests. If Biden purses detachment 

policy that will decisively place Islam-
abad in irreversible Beijing’s bloc. With 
predominant regional isolation and tur-
bulent nature, Indian has nothing much 
to offer to the US in South Asia, it merely 
fulfils its weaponry export exigencies 
while the containment of China is con-
fined to utter failure. The geographic 
proximities and geostrategic posture of-
fer the US opportunities to incur its soft 
power calculus. Constructive engage-
ment with Pakistan would amplify its 
regional strategic relevance in the realm 
of geopolitics. It is pertinent to men-
tion that the emerging global order has 
strong roots in this region and misusing 
Pakistan poses serious challenges to the 
US. In the context of growing Indo-US 
ties, Pakistan has to mobilize all the 
bargaining chips to draw considerable 
gains of containment and limited coop-
eration as it overtly shattering the key 
emblems of strategic regional stability.
Considering both assertions, it is inter-
esting to see how the Biden administra-
tion proceed towards two nuclear con-
tending powers of the region. Although 
the Trump administration posed count-
less challenges to deal with, however, 
towards Af-Pak policy there is no more 
absurdity. Thus, Biden owns a better op-
portunity to accomplish the US endeav-
our to Afghanistan conflict and stable 
its regional posture. Notwithstanding 
with much optimism, the future course 
of relations between Washington and 
Islamabad aspires to a constructive bi-
lateral partnership based on mutual 
trust. The old way of opportunistic pol-
itics, coercion, and mantra of “do more” 
has become redundant. Islamabad also 
cherishes independent sovereign poli-
cy, therefore this very significant factor 
Biden’s administration needs to take 
into account before taking any policy 
initiative taken from the old policy man-
uals.
Recently, the US government also urged 
Pakistan to recognize Israel. However, 
Pakistan categorically denounced the 
US suggestion. Biden should remain 
cautious in promoting such divergent 
goals because Pakistan holds a staunch 
position concerning Israel recognition 
and it would lead to irking ties.
 To further converge their stakes, both 
states can look to converge their inter-
ests in the domain of global crisis man-
agement. Likewise, collective combat-
ing terrorism policies can be further 
equipped with a constant intelligence 
sharing mechanism. Pakistan can seek 
assistance in the domain of innovation 
research, science, and technology.
Furthermore, the knowledge corridor 
program can be further expanded by 
increasing the number of scholarships. 
Pakistan is currently facing tough visa 
policies and travelling restrictions are 
abandoning the prospect of people to 
people linkages, tourism, and cultur-
al exchange. In this regard, Islamabad 
can ask the Biden administration for 
maximum concessions to further diver-
sify the intercultural linkages. Bilateral 
trade is another area that holds massive 
exposure to deepen the economic ties of 
the two countries.
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The right to self-determination 
is a fundamental human right 
and a key component of hu-
man dignity. Denying this right 
to people is the equivalent of 

denying them their human freedom. The 
right to self-determination has one of the 
most important rights under the United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights 
which led to the formation of various 
states in the post-colonial era. The crite-
ria for the right to self-determination has 
been clearly stated in the UN charter for 
human rights. People can be duly given 
its right to self-determination when they 
have either created a sovereign and in-
dependent state or have freely associated 
themselves with another state through 
exercising their right to vote or plebiscite. 
The principle of self-determination paves 
the way for not just the duty of states to 

respect and promote this fundamental 
right, but also emphasize making them 
refrain from taking any forcible action 
against the said people which deprives 
them of the ability to administer such a 
right. Under erga omnes, the use of force 
by any state to prevent its people from uti-
lizing their right of self-determination is 
a breach of international law and is con-
sidered illegal and should be condemned 
by the international community. The law 
of erga omnes has reached a stated of jus 
cogens, which has made it a peremptory 
norm of international law. 
However, the right to self-determination 
of the people of Kashmir is one that has 
been ignored by most of the interna-
tional community for over 72 years. The 
Kashmir issue is one of the most defin-
ing issues of contemporary international 
relations, which has been carried from 
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the 20th Century until 21st Century even 
though the basic problem in the matter 
was painfully obvious. Kashmir is an area 
of land that lies between India, Pakistan 
and China and was a former part of the 
colonized Indian subcontinent. When the 
British were partitioning the subcontinent 
into India and Pakistan, the fates of cer-
tain territories was decided based on the 
majority population. The population of 
Kashmir was majority Muslim; however, 
with a Hindu ruler who went against the 
wishes of the people and with the instru-
mental help of India, the state acceded to 
India instead of Pakistan. Even though the 
accessing took place under highly coercive 
circumstances, it was acknowledged by In-
dia and most of the international commu-
nity even though under international laws 
such accession is invalid and India’s actions 
since 1947 are illegal. Pakistan did not rec-
ognize this accession, and this led to the 
basis of the Indo-Pakistan Kashmir issue, 
which over the years has only increased in 
severity and magnitude. The problem now 
is not of an area of land between two states 
that happens to be strategically located; it is 
of the generational violence that the people 
of Kashmir have been subjected to within 
their home at the hands of India, which 
in the last year with the abolishment of 
the special status of Kashmir only became 
worse.
The Kashmiris right to self-determina-
tion was denied by India using politically 
endorsed repressive laws and aggressive 
armed measures. Now, Indian regime is 
social marginalizing the innocent Kash-
miris through Citizenship Amendment 
Bill and revocation of Article 370. These 
constitutional amendments are in line with 
the Hindu nationalist agenda and carried 
out by disguising the social engineering 
and altering the demographics of the pre-
dominately-Muslim majority of Kashmir 
through labelling it as a necessity for the 
development of region. Modi called it a be-
ginning of new era and indeed, it will, be-
cause these amendments will allow Hindu 
identities to flood the disputed territory, 
buy lands and undermine the Muslim ma-
jority. Consequently, the demography will 
be altered, allowing India to politically ma-
neuver and curb the separatist movements. 
One of the most imperative notions with 

the abolishment of Article 370 was that 
India claimed to have given Kashmir and 
its people access and right to grass-root 
democracy but it was on the cost of ne-
glecting the basic right of self-determina-
tion of Kashmiri people. Before the special 
status of Kashmir was revoked, there was 

a three-tier government system in the area 
under the Jammu and Kashmir Panchayati 
Raj Act of 1989. It was supposedly a system 
to bring an integrated grass-root and par-
liamentary approach however that system 
too was broken for years, as most of the 
politics in Kashmir remained preferential-
ly dominated by Hindus. August 2019 saw 
the inclusion of Kashmir in the Union Ter-
ritory administration of India where the 
territory divided into 14 districts, which 
would elect representatives for themselves 
and a chairperson and vice-chairperson 

out of it. Hence the policy will allow ‘clean-
ing out’ Kashmiri Muslims from political 
scene and many political leaders are al-
ready tried on cases of corruption mak-
ing way for the political elite favoured by 
Delhi to take over. India argued that this 
was necessary for establishing true democ-
racy in the area, however as all believe, the 
authoritarian regime at center attempts to 
establish more control over the area and 
directly influence its politics. 
These developments were legitimized 
through undermining the public opinion 
and restricting the freedom of expression 
of journalists and activists of Kashmir. In 
order to silence the voices of repressed 
Kashmiris, Modi regime has shut down 
the internet and promoted state-sponsored 
narrative through controlled Indian media.
The Government of Pakistan regard the 
issue of Kashmir as a territorial dispute be-
tween two nations and a problem of human 
rights violation in Indian held Kashmir. 
Pakistan has a firm stance that India does 
not possess a legal right to have a territo-
rial status quo on Kashmir because of the 
Muslim majority in the region. The policy 
of Pakistan related to Kashmir was created 
with the concern of a possible Indian threat 
of war and the prolonged history of Indian 
domination through illegal means. The do-
mestic factors are also in play, such as the 
sense of kinship with Muslims of Kashmir 
and their geographical and cultural conti-
guity. The policies of the Pakistani govern-
ment in this context also varied over the 
period with only one constant factor that 
Kashmir is an integral part of Pakistan and 
it is illegally occupied by India. Analysts 
argue that few leaders have utilized this 
dispute to strengthen the Pakistani na-
tionalism whereas others have reinforced 
pan-Islamism. There is also a narrative that 
Kashmir issue has been used to strengthen 
the domestic imperatives and to elongate 
the regime. However, Pakistan has always 
remained in favor of a plebiscite as offered 
by the UN resolution and tried to resolve 
the conundrum through peaceful means, 
such as the civil and military leadership 
offered India to mitigate the quandary 
through confidence building measures, 
establishment of trade corridors, and en-
hancement of people-to-people contact 
but India always tried to sabotage all these 
efforts. 
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From the start, Pakistan has fought for 
self-determination while India always de-
nied the indigenous people of their funda-
mental right to choose according to their 
will. India bragging itself as 
the world’s largest democra-
cy has deprived the natives 
of Kashmir of their internal 
self-determination by im-
posing a Hindu dominated 
puppet regime on a Muslim 
majority state. 
In order to prove itself as 
an upholder of democratic 
notions, India will have to 
furnish the right to internal 
self-determination to the 
natives of Kashmir. Other 
requisites of the democracy, 
such as free media, growth 
of a participatory civic cul-
ture permitting dissent and 
tolerating opposition, free 
and fair elections, focuses 
on the welfare of the people 
being governed, majority support from 
the population etc. will also be allowed by 
India in the Indian Occupied Kashmir re-
gion. 
However, the ground realities are totally 
opposite to this as media of the region is 
controlled, and for most of the last year 
communication had been cut off to the 
outside world, the people are not allowed 
to voice their opinions in favor of Pakistan 
or against Indian aggression. Similarly, 
the election process and Delhi’s attempts 
of ridding the political parties of the area 
are counterproductive to free and fair elec-
tions; there is no tolerance for opposition 
where acts of political affiliation such as 
donning the Pakistani flag can easily cost 
a person their life. Similarly, the welfare 
of the population of Kashmir is also not 
being taken into consideration, as human 
rights violations are highest in relation to 
the other areas of world, and on top of it, 
the state-sponsored violence against the 
people has become a routine. India made 
Kashmir accessible to non-Kashmiris in 
terms of buying land and living there, 

which has serious consequences on the 
demography in the area. Knowing that a 
plebiscite would not go in their favour with 
the current ratio of Muslims to Hindus in 

the population, they aim at changing the 
demographics of the region to use as polit-

ical advantage in the future. 
The international community often argues 
that the Kashmir issue is a national prob-
lem of India rather than an international 
concern, given that the right to self-deter-
mination in cases such as Kashmir does 
not overrule the sovereignty of states. Al-
though the UN supports a plebiscite in 
Kashmir and letting the population decide 
their fate, they have not carried out any 
tangible or substantial measures like in-
tervention or imposing sanctions on India 
due to their consideration of not under-
mining sovereignty of the country. As sen-
sible and legal as the justification may be, 
it applies to territories of the state that was 
illegally made part of the state, in violation 
of the bilateral agreements signed under 
the supervision of UN. 
The matter is not of Kashmir belonging to 
either India or Pakistan or even if they de-
cide to belong to neither, the issue is that 
the people of Kashmir are not being given 
the chance to decide for themselves. The 
struggles for Kashmiri freedom fighters 
are labelled as terrorism yet the state whose 
militarily oppresses the unarmed innocent 
civilians of Kashmir is said to be looking 
out for its national security. Similarly, with 
evidence of human rights violations and 
state violence against the vulnerable peo-

ple of region, there are plenty 
of justifications for the inter-
national community to inter-
vene. It is just Kashmir’s bad 
luck that it is of no strategic 
depth to the major powers 
of the world, which is why 
they have turned a blind eye 
towards the suffering, and an-
guish of the people of region.
Pakistan has always support-
ed Kashmir in its struggle 
for self-determination and 
democratic freedom. Pakistan 
has always offered mediation, 
talks and inclusion of third 
parties like UN to resolve the 
Kashmir issue and considered 
it as a priority in its domestic 
as well as foreign policy agen-

das.  Pakistan has left no stone unturned to 
voice the concerns of innocent Kashmiris 
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across the globe and discussed their plight 
in the international conferences and mul-
tilateral forums as much as possible, yet 
there is not much done by the international 
community to pressure India for granting 
the Kashmiris their right to life and choose 
according to their will. 
Pakistan has tried to end the conflict on 
bilateral level but India labelled Pakistan 
as supporter of terrorism and it in turn 
rendered our diplomatic endeavors weak. 
Every year on January 5th, Kashmir and 
Pakistan celebrate Right of Self Determi-
nation Day when the UN decided in 1949 
that Kashmir was entitled to the right of 
self-determination. Pakistan takes the is-
sues, struggles of the people of Kashmir, 
and tries to bring them to international 
notice. The country also denounced Indian 
aggression and supported Kashmiri people 
in regional forums like SAARC. Pakistan, 

after the decision of the UN for a plebiscite, 
opened Pakistan administered Kashmir re-
gion for UN investigation but India refused 
to do so, Pakistan also complied with UN 
demands and regulations and respected 
the Line of Control, unlike India. Howev-
er, Pakistan’s efforts alone are not enough 
to push for a democratic solution towards 
the resolution of the Kashmir issue, India 
will have to meet Pakistan halfway. India’s 
stance has always been that it is a bilateral 
issue between the two states, yet the coun-
try does not consider mutual discussion 
when it comes to resolving the matter.
The people of Kashmir, as well as those in 
Pakistan and friends all around the world 
that support the struggle for Kashmir’s 
right to self-determination, will have to 
use cultural and soft power resources to 
make their efforts catch motion. The strug-
gle for self-determination of Kashmir has 

been a long one and the cause cannot be 
abandoned halfway, not when so many 
lives were laid down for a dream that the 
Kashmiri people grew up believing in. As 
the President Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Sardar Masood Khan suggested, we must 
make use of the power of the pen, com-
puter, and camera and use them to our ad-
vantage to highlight the voice of Kashmiri 
people and make it audible to everyone 
across the globe. 
In hopes of resolving the Kashmir issue 
and granting them their right to self-de-
termination, the international system too 
shall have to play its part. We live in an in-
ternational system dominated by Western 
ideals of democratic practice and human 
rights, yet in Kashmir, the lack of such core 
political values is a question mark on the 
prevalent world order. The Kashmir issue 
should be highlighted as a miscarriage of 
the supranational regimes and a precarious 
situation where two nuclear armed nations 
are confronting each other, leaving the re-
gional and international security at stake. 
Instead of seeing Kashmir as just a terri-
torial dispute between India and Pakistan 
where the sovereignties of both states take 
precedence, it should be seen as a human 
rights crisis. The longer the resolution of 
the issue in Kashmir is pushed forward 
the deeper the structural violence will be, 
till the quality of life and society of the re-
gion would require serious rehabilitation. 
When we talk about preventing injustice, 
terrorism and animosity whilst promoting 
equality, democracy and freedom, then it 
should be kept in mind that the people liv-
ing in Kashmir are imprisoned for the last 
seven decades and it will be the reality for 
the generations to come if we do not put 
this to an end. 

Kashmir has been disfavored in the partition of subcontinent 70 years ago and since then the citizens of the Indian 
occupied valley are suffering from Indian oppression and denied their right to self-determination. The territorial 
dispute started right after the partition of subcontinent because the Kashmir (predominately a Muslim majority 
state) was given away to India against the principle of communal representation of partition. Numerous sub-divi-
sion of Kashmir like Gilgit Baltistan announced their collation with Pakistan and due to mounting pressure, Ma-
haraja Hari Singh, the ruler of Kashmir inclined to join the Union territories of India. The Kashmiri people defied 
Hari Singh’s accession to India and declared their determination to join Pakistan by hoisting the Pakistani flag. 
They asked for help from their Muslim brethren to unchain them from the domineering Hindu rule and the tribal 
Muslims responded their call. This invasion was also in response to the impending troop deployment by Nehru and 
soon after the then newly born UN intervened to put a halt to this escalating crisis. In 1948, UN being the neutral 
arbitrator demanded an impartial plebiscite in Kashmir granting right to self-determination to the native people. 
India rejected this plebiscite because they knew that Kashmiris will vote in favor of Pakistan and will become its 
dominion. However, Pakistan welcomed this evenhanded gesture of UN. In 1956, amid the Kashmiri cries for free-
dom, Indian leadership integrated the occupied territory of Princely State of Jammu and Kashmir into the Union of 
India. The mounting repression of India in the occupied valley resulted in an upsurge in the demonstrations and 
protests by the citizens of the Kashmir and in lieu of Pakistan’s support to their fellow Muslims, the animosities 
between both neighboring countries escalated into two full-scale wars afterwards ended up the Tashkent Decla-
ration and Simla Agreement. These agreements rendered the state of Jammu and Kashmir as a disputed territory, 
demarcated the line of control, and agreed that there will be a bilateral solution of the dispute. In 1986, the first 
betrayal of the autonomy of Kashmir took place in the form of a deal signed between the corrupted National Con-
ference and Congress Party administration of India. Soon after the Muslim United Front was formed and but it 
failed in elections against the National Congress of India due to obvious rigging from Indian civil administration. 
The leaders and supporters of the Muslim United Front were arrested as they rose their voice against the rigged 
elections. This marked the beginning of blatant armed aggression of Indian occupied forces in Indian held Kashmir, 
backed by the repressive laws enforced by Indian leadership. as the cause started gaining traction internationally, 
Indian security forces targeted the activists and political leaders. In 1996, hoax parliamentary elections held in oc-
cupied valley where Indian forces used coerced the masses to vote and Kashmir fell under Delhi’s rule. A separatist 
uprising broke out same year in the valley and in order to contain it Indian forces killed approx. 20,000 people 
who participated in this revolt. To further clamp down the legitimate struggle of freedom, the Kashmiris young-
sters were tortured, kidnapped and martyred by the belligerent armed forces of India. In order to put a lid on the 
oppressions carried out by the belligerent Indian armed forces to defy the plight of Kashmiri Muslims, India has 
put a bar on the freedom of movement and freedom of expression in the occupied valley. 
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Oil and gas both are indeed the 
engines of the world econo-
my. The pre-eminence of oil 
has run in parallel with the 
enormous economic advanc-

es made in the 20th century. This is still 
on in the 21st century. According to a 
few pieces of research it is estimated 
that industrial production grew by 
around 50 times during the last century 
and that four-fifths of this development 
happened in the second half of the cen-
tury. This happened during the recon-
struction period after the Second World 
War. Oil is indeed a dominating factor 
around the globe. The exploration of oil 
and gas is an imperative factor as well. 
While realizing this need Oil & Gas De-
velopment Company Limited (OGDCL) 
was established which is now the larg-
est Exploration & Production (E&P) 
Company in Pakistan. Previously before 
the emergence of OGDCL, exploration 
activities in the country were carried 
out by Pakistan Petroleum Ltd. (PPL) 
and Pakistan Oilfields Ltd. (POL). With 
the discovery of a huge gas field at Sui in 
Balochistan back in 1952 PPL, the inter-
est in such exploration expanded. Fortu-
nately, five major foreign oil companies 
signed agreements with the Govern-
ment in this regard. These foreign com-
panies started their work in Pakistan 
and further carried out wide-ranging 
geological and geophysical surveys. 
They drilled 47 exploratory wells. As a 
result, a few small gas fields were dis-
covered. Unfortunately, even after these 
explorations, activities regarding fur-
ther exploration met a decline. The Pri-
vate sector Companies were not inter-
ested in developing the gas discoveries 

in a situation when infrastructure and 
demand for gas were non-existent. They 
were merely working for their profit 
and interests. Seeing this attitude and 
lack of interest several foreign explora-
tion contracting companies concluded 
their operation or either reduced or re-
linquished land holdings in 1961. OGD-
CL was created under an Ordinance in 
1961, as a Public Sector Corporation 
and was converted from a statutory 
Corporation into a Public Limited Com-
pany on 23rd October 1997. Currently, 
the Government of Pakistan is holding 
74.97% of the total equity in the Com-
pany. OGDCL is listed on all three stock 
Exchanges of Pakistan as well as on the 
London Stock Exchange. This organiza-
tion has a history full of success stories. 
Being an instrument to devise policy in 
the oil and gas sector, OGDCL emulated 
the given instructions in all exploration 
and development related activities. The 
organization was comprised of a 
five-member Board of Directors. In the 
beginning Government of Pakistan was 
responsible to arrange finances for the 
organization. One can easily access that 
the first decade after the emergence of 
OGDCL was fully devoted to the growth 
of manpower and construction of infra-
structure so to undertake all the explo-
ration related activities. It wasn’t an 
easy task. The principal aim of the orga-
nization is to enlarge and accelerate on-
shore exploration and development ac-
tivities. While having a look of the initial 
successful initiatives by OGDCL, one can 
see that how the international donor 
agencies such as the World Bank, Cana-
dian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) and the Asian Development 
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Bank assisted in form of grants and 
loans for key development projects. A 
number of oil and gas discoveries were 
also taken place between 1968 and 
1982. The toot oil field was discovered 
in 1968 which cemented the way for ad-
ditional exploratory work. OGDCL trans-
formed its strategy and started updating 
it’s during the period of 1970-75. They 
further initiated the programs with re-
gards to training and development. En-
hancement of skills was always high on 
the agenda. All these development start-
ed showing positive results in the 1980’s 
with the discovery of various oil and gas 
fields. These include the Thora, Sono, 
Lashari, Bobi, Tando Alam & Dhodak 
oil/condensate fields and Pirkoh, Uch, 
Loti, Nandpur and Panjpir gas fields. 
The organization also achieved financial 
independence during this period. The 
professional commitments and capabili-
ties also emerged as few of the success 
factors during this era. Due to which in 
July 1989 the Government relieved of 
the Company from the Federal Budget 
and permitted it to administer its activi-
ties with self-generated funds. It was the 
biggest achievement for the organiza-
tion and its employees as well as for the 
country. During the initial stage of finan-
cial independence, the challenge was to 
create sufficient capital as well as to 
maintain a momentum compatible with 
the Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP). Therefore, the organi-
zation not only produced sufficient in-
ternal funds to meet its debt compulsions 
but further invested in exploration and 
development to augment the country’s 
reserves and production. Once it be-
came a public limited company, in 2003 
Government of Pakistan disinvested 
part of its shareholding in the Company. 
Initially, 2.5% of the equity with an addi-
tional green-shoe option up to 2.5% of 
equity was offered to the general public. 
This offer received an overwhelming re-
sponse from the general public. This 
was also a milestone deal in the history 
of Pakistan’s capital markets. OGDCL is 
also privileged to be the top corporate 
tax-paying entity of 2018. While men-
tioning the operational highlights of the 
company, it is pertinent to mention that 
in 2019, the company discovered Chan-
da-1, Mela-5 & Mangrio-1. The Average 
Net Crude Oil Production remained 
40,810 Barrels per day; Average Net 
Saleable Gas Production was 1,014 
MMcf per day, Average Net LPG Produc-
tion was 802 Tons per day and 2D Seis-
mic Survey was 1,324 Line km. Total 16 

Wells were Spud whereas 13 was inject-
ed. In 2019, the financial status of the 
company remained stable. Total Assets 
of the company remained 766.6 billion 
and Sales Revenue were 261.5 billion. 
Total Profit for the Year 2019 was 118.4 
billion whereas the Earnings per Share 
remained 27.53 Rupee. The contribu-
tion by the company to National Exche-
quer was 159.9 billion. As of 30 June 
2019, OGDCL’s exploration acreage 
stood at 77,543 sq. km, which shows it 
the largest exploration company in Pa-
kistan. Exploration portfolio of the com-
pany expands across all four provinces 
of Pakistan. OGDCL currently owned 
forty-three JV exploration licenses. 
Moreover, the Company possesses a 
working interest in six blocks controlled 
by other E&P companies. Cooperation 
and engagement is another important 
activity to enhance the development of 
the sector. OGDCL fully understands this 
importance. The purpose of OGDCL’s 
stakeholder engagement is to ensure 
productivity and professionalism. This 
attitude and engagement further pave 
the way to build effective relations with 
all stakeholders that include Ministries, 
Divisions and Directorates of Federal 
and Provincial Governments, JV part-
ners, customers, suppliers, employees 
as well as local communities. While em-
ulating a pragmatic approach the Com-
pany strives to offer an appropriate re-
sponse to stakeholders regarding their 
concerns on vital issues. Corporate rela-
tions are of great importance once you 
are communicating for such engage-
ment and corporate communication is 
the key to build such terms with the 
stakeholders. OGDCL not only protect 
its business image but also come up as a 
socially responsible corporate organiza-
tion. E&P sector in Pakistan is regulated 
by the Ministry of Energy, whereby OG-

DCL fully follows its commands relating 
to gas pricing, crude oil and gas allot-
ment to refineries and gas distribution 
companies, dispensation management, 
etc. OGDCL being the market leader in 
this particular sector of Pakistan is put-
ting all efforts to enlarge oil and gas pro-
duction. The company is devoted to 
keeping a pace for exploration of new oil 
and gas fields, fast-track expansion of 
revealed fields and execution of en-
hanced engineering design and repro-
duction capabilities to enhance the en-
ergy supply needs of the country. There 
is also an utter purpose to exploit more 
economically sustainable growth op-
portunities. Such opportunities can be 
really beneficial for the development of 
local resources as well as in developing 
an environment to uphold and augment 
oil and gas output in the coming years. 
While having a look at the future per-
spectives of the organization one can 
clearly see that with such an ambi-
tious approach OGDCL is committed to 
bridging the gap of energy demand and 
supply in Pakistan. The company is pre-
pared to expand its exploration, growth 
and production operations to further 
carry out upstream augmentation as 
well as to develop profit margins in the 
future. OGDCL is also looking forward to 
preserving and reinforce its competitive 
position. All this is possible by manag-
ing operational costs, preserving capital 
elasticity and exercising watchfulness 
on operational and capital expendi-
tures. In quest of its strategic objectives, 
the focus is on exploration which is an 
essence of E&P operations. The com-
pany is also committed to investing in 
seismic data acquisition, processing/
re-processing of seismic data and drill-
ing operations to boost oil and gas as-
sets and increase production. With re-
gards to production activities, OGDCL is 
utilizing modern technology and newest 
reservoir management practices. Be-
sides this, the company is more focused 
on the delivery of ongoing development 
projects. This is the only way through 
which production can further grow and 
consequently strong cash flows in the 
future can be generated. There is an-
other aspect of corporate social respon-
sibility which is pertinent to enhance a 
connection with the communities. The 
company is engaged in activities alter-
ing the lives of communities especially 
in the operational areas of the OGDCL. 
The main focus of the company is not 
only on the interventions in these areas, 
but also to bring smiles on the faces of 
the people of these areas so they can live 
a better life. This is an evident example 
of CSR focused approach in the Coun-
try. In 2018, under the umbrella of OG-
DCL National Talent Hunt Program, an 
amount of Rs 114.896 million has been 
approved by the board. Under these 
scholarships 300 students from Gilgit 
Baltistan, KPK, Punjab, Baluchistan and 
Sindh were accommodated. Hopefully, 
by following the previous approach and 
with the indulgence of new commit-
ments, OGDCL will continue to change 
and expand the Exploration & Produc-
tion sector in the country. 
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Pakistan State Oil Compa-
ny (PSO) is the leading oil 
management country of the 
Muslim world and a market 
leader in Pakistan’s energy 
sector. Company is the key 

driver of Pakistan’s economy and in-
dustrialization process and provides 
for the energy requirements of its 
public and private sector through its 
widespread network of oil and gas 
storage, distribution and marketing. 
PSO has been ranked in the upper ech-
elons of the global oil and gas enter-
prises with long-term credit ratings of 
AA+ (Double A-Plus) in 2020 and has 
made its mark in the industry as the 
largest tax-paying and profit-making 
enterprise of the country. In FY2020, 
PSO has achieved a net turnover of 
Rs340.6billion and transformed into a 
net profit of Rs3.48billion.
The company is also a leader in the in-
novation in the industry as it had in-
troduced the modern Euro-5 standard 
fuels (previously supplied RON 97) and 
opened its first electric refuelling station 
in Islamabad. In the last few years, PSO 
also provided the LNG import services 
for Pakistan and is expected to serve 
as the lifeline of the energy supplies in 
promising CPEC projects.
The history of its excellence started back 
in 1974 when the government merged 
the National Oil (PNO) and Dawood Pe-
troleum Limited (DPL) as Premiere Oil 
Company Limited (POCL). Soon after, 
PSO came into existence with the merg-
er of the State Oil Company and Premier 
Oil Company, which rechristened by 
the government from Petroleum Stor-
age Development Corporation (PSDC). 
The PSO underwent a comprehensive 
reformation afterwards, underlying the 
introduction of corporate culture and 
independence of its sub-divisional op-

erations. It is due to the effective imple-
mentation of the corporate culture that 
the company has achieved the status 
of the largest profit-making enterprise 
in the country.PSO has been ranked in 
the Forbes 2000 list of biggest publically 
traded companies and over the period of 
time, it has received numerous awards, 
including the Best Corporate and Sus-
tainability Award 2015, Karachi Stock 
Exchange Top Company, Top 100 com-
panies of the Muslim World etc. remark-
ing the commitment and resilience of its 
commercial activities.
The clientele of PSO in Pakistan is wide-
spread and comprise of public and pri-
vate entities including the largest retail 
customer base in the country. There 
is a heavy reliance of the government 
sector on the PSO for its energy needs, 
namely the Armed Forces of Pakistan 
(Army, Navy and Air Force), Railways, 
Oil and Gas Development Corporation 
(OGDC), and Heavy Industries Taxila. 
It also caters the need of the agricul-
tural units, maritime-related business-
es, textile and cement industries of the 
country and provides for the aviation 
industry with its nine airport into-plane 
refuelling stations in Pakistan. In addi-
tion, the company is the largest source 
of fuel supplies for the energy producers, 
comprising of 80% market share for the 
public power producers like WAPDA 
and K-Electric, and for the Independent 
power producers (IPP’s). It must be an 
honour for the PSO to refuel the fleets 
of Pakistan’s Presidency and the Prime 
Minister Secretariat.
PSO is a signatory to Partnering against 
Corruption Initiative (PACI) in the Pa-
kistan and region and has been chosen 
by the World Economic Forum, Switzer-
land, for the promotion of global public 
policy goal of reducing and eventually 
eliminating corruption.

 In FY2020, PSO has achieved 
a net turnover of Rs340.6bil-
lion and transformed into a 
net profit of Rs3.48billion.
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The company is a corporate leader in Pa-
kistan due to its legal and ethical com-
pliance, human resource development 
activities, and efficient supply chains in 
the country. Recently, the company has 
introduced a modern fleet for the safe 
transport and delivery of petroleum 
products across the country in compli-
ance with the government’s directives. 
Along with this, the PSO withholds an 
objective approach towards reducing the 
carbon footprint by modernizing the re-
fining process and shifting to the envi-
ronment-friendly fuels.
Numerous philanthropic initiatives have 
been taken by the PSO for the welfare 
and betterment of the society, especially 
the educational, health and community 
development programs.  The organiza-
tion pledged to facilitate and payback to 
the community through its CSR Trust; 
especially in the educational and health 
sectors. Its promising educational initia-
tives include the construction of Banjosa 
Public School in Kashmir with a dona-
tion of Rs8.2million, Kaghan Memori-
al School Mansehra with a donation of 
one million rupees, and Rs10million 
financial assistance scholarships to the 
Lahore University of Management Sci-
ences (LUMS) outreach program for 
the outstanding students. Similarly, the 
CSR Trust of PSO facilitated the health 
sector of Pakistan by its tremendous 
contributions of more than Rs20million 
for LRBT Eyecare Hospital and joined 
hands with the Afzaal Memorial Thalas-
semia Foundation (AMTF) by donating 
Rs one million for the free checkup and 
treatment of the thalassemia patients in 
Pakistan.During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, when the business activities were 
at downslope, PSO the energy giant of 
Pakistan donated Rs71million for the 

community relief activities and Rs50mil-
lion has been contributed to the Prime 
Minister’s Corona Relief Fund.
The shrewd management of the PSO has 
assured the future success of the compa-
ny by aligning the future strategic goals 
of the company with the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), outlying 
the $34billion for the energy sector proj-
ects. The company has adopted a proac-
tive approach to secure their marketplace 
along the road and maritime routes to be 
constructed by the Chinese government 
in Pakistan under CPEC. Currently, 
PSO is working on the nation-wide oil 
pipeline projects and increasing their 
storage capacity to meet the demands 
of the increased transport and logistics 
activity as a result of CPEC completion.
The modern vision of PSO is noticeable 
from their automated systems, e-portals 
and the recent card transaction system 
Digi Cash and Fuel Link smartphone ap-

plication; which now has been upgraded 
to the secured cloud-based system for 
providing refuelling services enabled 
with online transactions in the far-flung 
areas of the country. Besides, the for-
ward-looking vision of PSO is evident 
from the investments of the OMC in 
renewable energy generation technolo-
gies like bio-fuel and solar-plants in the 
country. Similarly, the company’s adop-
tion of environment-friendly EURO-
5 fuel standards and Electric Vehicle 
Charging is a step in towards sustainable 
future growth.
The corporate culture, philanthropic ac-
tivities, and adoption of modern tech-
nologies by the PSO is in line with the 
vision of the company to enrich lives 
across the world and its values of inno-
vation, giving and caring, and inclusive 
leadership is the reason for company’s 
success.
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Media, the communica-
tion channel used to 
disseminate informa-
tion, is evolving since 
its inception.  There is a 
perpetual evolution in 

the outlets and forms of communication, 
starting from the ancient cave paintings 
to the modern screen age social medi-
um, but as Yuval Noah Hariri said in Sa-
piens, the constant, which differentiate 
the humans from other animals, is its 
ability to create and believe in the fiction 
or untruth in this regard. With the pro-
liferation of mass media and its particu-
lar use as a tool for the dissemination of 
true and accurate information, what we 
call journalism, the news outlets have 
become powerful strategic tools that can 
be exploited by an actor for their gains. In 
one way, mass media possess the power 
to eradicate the evil and solve social and 
political problems but on the other side, 
it can create a much bigger problem and 
induce cognitive dissonance in the soci-
eties. The case of the disputed territory 
of Kashmir and plight of its demography 
is quintessential in this regard, where In-
dian nationalist media had propagated 
their narrative of legitimacy and mislead 
the global community about the grave 
violations of human rights carried out by 
the occupational forces of the country in 
this beautiful valley.

The struggle of Kashmir started before 
the partition of India and Pakistan, in 
the 1930s, and underlying reason of this 
freedom struggle is the Hindu oppres-
sion on the Muslims of Kashmir, which 
then were the majority population of 
the territory. Tracing the fault line of this 
conflict tells us that Muslims of the re-
gion agitated against the Dogra Raj for 
their religious independence and free-
dom to worship according to their will. 
Since then, from the last 90 years, the 
Kashmiri’s are struggling for their birth-
right of self-determination and religious 
freedom but the Indian nationalist media 
misrepresented the facts and endorsed a 
narrative of their legitimacy. This narra-
tive has been picked up the international 
mainstream media as well, as scholarly 
narrated by the Hernández R. in his case 
study of Indian reporting on the Kash-
mir Conflict. A term, “strange duality” 
was focused in his writings, stating that 
the region has become an international 
battleground of media coverage of the 
conflict. Here “India is pushing a narra-
tive of legitimacy through media control, 
and the international media on the other 
leaning too heavily into a narrative of a 
violent oppressor –India and disregard-
ing the repressive actions carried out by 
India in the region”. The standards of an 
Indian journalist and news outlets are 
usually wide off the mark when they are 

“Indian media is suffering 
from schizophrenia as its 

reports portray zero reflec-
tion about the reality in J&K 
and painting a rosy picture 
of normalcy, which is false,” 

Arundhati Roy
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reporting a news story about Kashmir. 
This leads to the questioning of journalis-
tic standards and ethics of Indian media 
in its stories regarding conflict-ridden 
Kashmir valley. The famous Indian jour-
nalist Burka Dutt questioned the report-
ing bias of Indian and foreign media and 
media controlling strategy of Narendra 
Modi in case of Kashmir related news. In 
an article published at Washington Post, 
she stated, “There has been a complete 
absence of historicity and context in a lot 
of reporting and some cases even a short-
age of facts. The world is being told that 
this is an unprecedented situation.” 
An example of this journalistic bias, spi-
ralling into a cognitive dissonance for 
the news consumer across the globe, 
is labelling Pakistan as fueling the sep-
aratist movements, sponsoring terror 
and arming the insurgents of Kashmir. 
These state-led fake news circulation or 
controlling the news outlets for dissemi-
nating the objective news about the hap-
penings of Indian occupied Kashmir are 
evident from reporting of Indian chan-
nels about the Pulwama, Uri attack, and 
Balakot airstrikes. However, the situa-
tion is quite different and India is using 
this narrative as a shield and pretext for 
their blatant human rights violations in 
the contested territory. Arundhati Roy 
addressed the case of enforced disap-
pearances in Indian held Kashmir, stat-
ing that, “Indian media is suffering from 
schizophrenia as its reports portray zero 
reflection about the reality in J&K. Indian 
media is busy painting a rosy picture of 
normalcy, which is false.” Numerous oth-
er fair-minded scholars and activists have 
seconded the impression that the despot-
ic Indian government is controlling the 
media for reinforcing their governmental 
perspective through angling the Kashmir 
related news stories as a state security 
issue. 
The extra-judicial killings of innocent 
Kashmiris have been slanted and skewed 
to look like a case of cross-border terror-
ism and Indian soldiers have been pre-
sented as heroes but in its essence, it is 
nothing more than anti-Pakistan propa-
ganda fueled by the domineering regime 
of world’s so-called largest democracy. A 
news story broadcasted by the Indian me-
dia in 2010, about “killing of three terror-
ists attempting to cross the Line of Con-
trol in the wee hours in the Machil sector 
in frontier district Kupwara of north 
Kashmir”, was later on uncovered as a 
case of fake encounter by the belligerent 
Indian forces. The investigation exhumed 
the fact that these young men were miss-
ing from their villages from a month and 
this heinous act of cold-murder was car-

ried out the Indian soldiers to earn pro-
motions. There are numerous similar cas-
es when innocent and unarmed Kashmiri 
citizens were abducted and shot dead, 
and upon protests and demonstration of 
them civilians, the Indian government, 
in turn, imposed curfews and blackouts 
to curb the animosities, leading to an in-
creased onslaught of Indian occupational 
forces. The mainstream media have re-
ported none of this because somehow, it 
was not in favour of the state’s narrative 
and national interest and it would have 
derogated and demoralized the Indian 
forces, but on the cost of journalistic val-
ues and objectivity of reporting.Arnab 
Goswami, one of India’s most famous and 
controversial TV anchors, blazes away at 
global media outlets for “peddling fake 
news” about Kashmir, according to TRT 
World report. 
There are numerous cases of Indian gov-
ernment using media for the altering the 
perception of the news consumers about 
Pakistan as the perpetrator of terror, like 
in case of Afzal Guru, who was used as a 
Scapegoat by Indian agencies in their or-
chestrated terror plan used the media to 
brand Mr Guru as guilty even before the 
trial. The Delhi High Court acknowledged 
that the investigating agency fabricated 
evidence against the accused, yet upheld 
the verdict. Mr Guru’s trial does not meet 
international standards for a fair trial: he 
was denied due process, legal counsel and 
the presumption of innocent until proven 
guilty. Another false flag operation of the 
Indian government, namely the Ahmed-
abad bombings 2008 –where a sequence 
of 21 explosive blasts that hit the same 
city in which more than 200 people 
wounded. The blasts contained the simi-
larity index with the Bangalore blasts and 
the Karnataka incident. The Indian media 
agenda setting exposed the false flag ac-
tion of India and the pro-government me-
dia claimed that the Indian Mujahideen 
accepted the responsibility of the attacks, 
however; the fact revealed that these 
were the incidents of religious extremism 
and Hindu-Muslim Communal violence.
Zafar Nawaz Jaspal unearthed India’s sur-
gical strike stratagem of 2016 Uri Attack 
when the Indian government created 
the situation to instigate tensions at Pa-
kistan-India border and to build the dis-
course of pre-emptive action and to dra-
matically glorify the Indian armed forces 
they orchestrated the so-called surgical 
strikes. To legitimize the flimsy discourse, 
Indian government-sponsored writers 
and film-makers to document the fiction-
al surgical strikes, to persuade their pop-
ulation and to tempt them into Hindutva 
tendency. Another blatant violation of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
has carried out the BJP regime in Kashmir 
was the curb on the freedom of expres-
sion of Kashmiri citizens. After the inva-
sive revocations of Article 370 and 35-A, 
the Hindutva regime has imposed com-
munication blackout by seizing all mobile 
phone and internet communications in 
the illegally occupied territory of Kash-
mir. As a result, the innocuous citizens of 
the valley were unable to communicate 
and access the news, and in the mean, 
while more than 3800 people were ar-
rested including the prominent activists 
and politicians of Kashmir. In the wake of 
this undemocratic development, the pro-
tests and demonstrations of locals were 
denied by the Indian government, albeit 
the video recordings of the happening. 
Prominent mainstream news outlets 
like BBC, CNN and Al-Jazeera reports of 
torture, killings and kidnappings of un-
armed Kashmiris by the occupational 
forces were denied by the Indian govern-
ment and its ministries, and the govern-
ment pushed the state-sponsored narra-
tive on all media channels of the country. 
In recent times, the social media chan-
nels, especially Twitter and Facebook 
have been used for spearheading the 
state-sponsored narrative and all journal-
ists writing about the issues in Kashmir 
were called Jihadi propagandists who are 
peddling the fake news.  Shashi Tharoor, 
also pointed out the BJP led the campaign 
of recruiting voters via mobile phones 
before elections in the world’s largest de-
mocracy and other reports alluded that 
the troll-army of BJP endorsed the state 
narrative and denials of government 
about any human rights violation in the 
occupied territory through labelling it as 
an anti-state narrative. Arvind Rajagopal, 
senior professor at New York University 
stated, “I have seen several thousand peo-
ple being employed to post BJP-friendly 
messages online and make life difficult 
for their opponents.” AngnaChatterji said 
that Indian government is controlling the 
media for influencing public opinion and 
this is parallel to curbing the freedom of 
speech –a tactic adopted by the authori-
tarian regimes.
This news controlling approach of the 
Indian government is used to hide the 
dark realities of Kashmir and the govern-
ment’s harsh actions in the valley. This is 
not only an attempt to deprive the people 
of truth they deserve to know but it is a 
distortion of history and an injustice to 
the ‘journalism’. Kashmir is the most mil-
itarized zone peaked with human right 
abuses in the world but Indian media is 
hiding the truth it through strong-armed 
and abysmal journalism.
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Earlier this year, Member States 
agreed to hold a high-level event 
on 21 September to mark the UN’s 
75th anniversary and to adopt a for-
ward-looking political declaration 
which will be negotiated through 
an intergovernmental process on:
“The future we want, the United Na-
tions we need: reaffirming our collec-
tive commitment to multilateralism”.
In a high-level meeting to commem-
orate the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the United Nations, world leaders 
in the General Assembly gathered in 
a virtual format today to adopt a dec-
laration honouring the multilateral 
framework put in place by its found-
ers in 1945 and pledging to better live 
out the promise to save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war.
“Declaration on the commemoration 
of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
United Nations, lays out 12 succinct 
commitments to reanimate global re-
solve:  leave no one behind, protect 
the planet, promote peace, abide by 
international law, place women and 
girls at the centre, build trust, im-
prove digital cooperation, upgrade the 
United Nations, ensure sustainable 
financing, boost partnerships, work 
with youth, and, finally, be prepared”.
“We are not here to celebrate, our 
world is not yet the world our found-

ers envisaged 75 years ago. Our 
challenges are interconnected and 
can only be addressed through rein-
vigorated multilateralism. What we 
agree today, will affect the sustain-
ability of our planet as well as the 
welfare of generations for decades.” 
In fact, it is plagued by growing 
poverty, hunger, terrorism, climate 
change — and now, the epic onset 
of COVID-19, they recalled.  People 
are forced to make dangerous jour-
neys in search of safety.  Least de-
veloped countries are falling behind 
“and we still have not achieved com-
plete decolonization”, they stressed.
Acknowledging that COVID-19 
caught them off-guard, they 
agreed it has served as a wake-up 
call for improving preparedness. 
United Nations Secretary-General 
AntónioGuterres had a clarion call to 

preserve the longest period in modern 
history without a military confronta-
tion among the world’s major Pow-
ers.  “This is a great achievement of 
which Member States can be proud,” 
he said, addressing an Assembly Hall 
sparsely populated, due to pandem-
ic safety restrictions.  “A third world 
war — which so many had feared — 
has been avoided.” Yet, there is still so 
much to be done, he stressed.  Gen-
der inequality is the “greatest single 
challenge to human rights around the 
world”.  The climate calamity looms.  
Poverty is rising.  Hatred is spread-
ing.  And nuclear weapons remain 
on hair trigger alert.  “We can only 
address them together,” he said.  An 
interconnected world requires a net-
worked multilateralism, in which the 
United Nations, international finan-
cial institutions, regional organiza-
tions, trading blocs and others work 
together more closely and effectively.
Along similar lines, newly elected 
Assembly President VolkanBozkir 
(Turkey) acknowledged that without 
the continued commitment to multi-
lateralism, “we would not be sitting 
here today”.  He congratulated Gov-
ernments for their strong efforts to 
strengthen coordination and good 
governance towards a common future 
“Multilateralism is not an option, but 
a necessity,” he insisted.  The world is 
changing dramatically and an upgrad-
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ed United Nations must both adapt 
and stay relevant.  He urged Govern-
ments to support the Organization as 
it evolves into a more agile, account-
able institution, maintaining its fitness 
for purpose.  “The United Nations is 
only as strong as its members and the 
commitment to its ideals,” he stressed.
Addressing that point head-on, four 
young leaders then took the floor, 
peppering Heads of State and Gov-
ernment about their political will to 
uphold the values they profess.  “We 
have a few questions for you,” said 
AkosuaAdubeaAgyepong, youth rep-
resentative from Ghana.  “Have you 
all remained true to the UN Char-
ter?”  For centuries, the world has 
dealt with the silent pandemic of 
sexual and gender-based violence.  
Sharifah Norizah, a young social en-
trepreneur from Malaysia, similar-
ly stressed that “youth shouldn’t be 
counted just to complete quotas in 
a tokenistic manner”.  She called for 
concrete actions to support those 
who are systematically left behind, 
especially youths with disabilities.
Charles Hamilton, a young climate 
change advocate from the Bahamas, 
agreed that young people had inherit-
ed crises despite having made a min-
imal contribution to these problems.  
“The game feels rigged,” he said.  “Are 
you uncomfortable?”  With a similar 
frankness, Nathan Méténier, a climate 
youth activist from France, asked:  
“When Brazil is in flames, when Sudan 
is underwater, when the largest ice-
berg has just broken off the Greenland 
shelf, what world are you leaving us?”
The tone set the stage for a wide-rang-
ing general debate that heard more than 
world leaders describe their priorities 
and responsibilities for bequeathing a 
safer, more resilient planet for future 
generations.  In pre-recorded remarks 
delivered to the virtual event, almost 
all affirmed the values of peace, free-
dom, equal rights and human dignity.
Mohamed Irfaan Ali, President of Guy-
ana, speaking for the “Group of 77” de-
veloping countries and China, said the 
pandemic highlighted the bottlenecks 
faced by developing countries, ranging 
from insufficient financing and high 
debt to restricted access to medical 
supplies.  “We must do everything we 
can to fulfil our obligations to the peo-
ples of this world,” he said, calling for ac-
celerated implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
On that point, Lazarus Chakwera, Pres-
ident of Malawi, speaking for the Group 
of Least Developed Countries, said 
United Nations reforms will be critical 
to achieving that aim.  If the pandem-
ic continues, global poverty will reach 
8.8 per cent, the first such rise in many 
years.  Gender gaps and the digital di-
vide must be addressed and financing 
provided to help those furthest behind. 
Moon Jae-In, President of the Repub-
lic of Korea, also speaking for Mexico, 
Indonesia, Turkey and Australia, high-
lighted the bridging role played by the 
five countries in the face of the COVID 

19 pandemic.  He called for equitable 
access to vaccines and therapeutics.
“No one could have imagined that 
2020 would have arranged such a 
powerful crash test for the world,” 
said VolodymyrZelensky, President of 
Ukraine.  Regrettably, the twenty-first 
century is filled with conflict.  “Peace 
and prosperity remain the values peo-
ple are shedding blood for,” he said.  
“Do we need more bloody lessons to 
rethink our being on this planet?”
Ilham Heydar OgluAliyev, President 
of Azerbaijan, speaking on behalf of 
the Non-Aligned Movement, echoed 
a call for reform heard throughout 
the day-long meeting.  Such steps are 
needed to ensure that the United Na-
tions and the Security Council are fit to 
address twenty-first century challeng-
es and modern geopolitical realities.
Abiy Ahmed Ali, Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia, said that at a time when the 
world needs global leadership and 
collective action to tackle increasing-
ly complex challenges, the ongoing 
standoff in the Security Council is un-
dermining its credibility, demonstrat-
ing the need for reform that, among 
other things, addresses the historic in-
justice against Africa through adequate 
representation.  At the same time, 
progress towards the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals has also been slowed 
by COVID-19, with an undeniable bur-
den on African countries requiring a 
stimulus package for recovery efforts.

TuilaepaSaileleMalielegaoi, Prime 
Minister of Samoa, said much must be 
done to enhance the Organization’s ef-
ficiency.  However, the United Nations 
has also achieved much and was vital 
in supporting Samoa’s journey from 
its independence until today and in in-
cluding smaller nations as it shaped a 
better future.  “Our United Nations is a 
multilateral forum where all contribu-
tions count, and Samoa proudly cher-
ishes having a seat at the United Na-
tions table to contribute to our global 
challenges, being heard and being part 
of the solution,” he said.  “To all our 
members, let’s capitalize on our ‘unity 
in diversity’ and work as nations unit-
ed for the common good of mankind.”
LotayTshering, Prime Minister of 
Bhutan, underlined the importance 
of working together to address this 
and future pandemics alongside 
other global challenges.  When the 
world celebrates the United Nations 
100th anniversary, there should be 
100 per cent literacy and life expec-
tancy should reach three digits, he 
said, adding that if the world works 
together, no task is insurmountable.
Also speaking today were Heads 
of State and Government, as well 
as ministers and senior officials.
The Presidents of the European 
Council, United Nations Security 
Council, United Nations Economic 
and Social Council and the Interna-
tional Court of Justice also spoke.



Pakistan’s foreign policy has always been security-centric to quite some extent and traditionally allied mostly westward. How-
ever, as revealed in fall 2006, Pakistan sought to better its relations East Ward with South East Asia and East Asia, particu-
larly focusing on ASEAN. This is what Pakistan had termed as its ‘Vision East Asia’. ASEAN is a regional organization that has 
become economically and politically very relevant to the South East Asian region, and have extended ties with international, 
regional and economic actors. About one third of the world’s trade routes passes from this particularregion and contempo-
rarily it has grasped the international attention for the issue of the South China Sea. Pakistan’s foreign policy has always been 
subjective to domestic and international influences, which were translated in the implementation of its Vision East Asia as 
well. Even though alignment with the Eastern bloc would benefit Pakistan a lot in terms of economic connectivity and dip-
lomatic strength, Pakistan for most of the last two decades was not able to capitalize on this policy. However, changes in the 
domestic and international circumstances, along with opportunities presented by CPEC have once again compelled the state 
to look towards East.
One of the key reasons for disregarding the Vision East Asia by Pakistan was its preoccupationin the Global War on Terror, 
especially the involvement in Afghanistan, and country’sinstable economic and political outlook. Similarly, Pakistan’s entan-
glements in the menace of terrorism and its extended reliance on West, India sought an opportunity and established its re-
lations with the Eastern nations. During this time, India was able to make robust relations with the ASEAN states and for the 
past decade had actively tried influencing them to wane Chinese presence in the South China Sea. However, in the recent years, 
Pakistan’s Vision East Asia was once again prioritized by the country’s leadership because it is aligned with the developments 
of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and the future prospects of increased 
connectivity and trade, which is also in line with China’s ‘String of Pearls’ strategy.Pakistan’s Vision East Asia encompasses of 
various goals that are a part of a larger strategy to attain the main goal of ‘establishing closer diplomatic and economic ties 
with ASEAN’ in hopes of making Pakistan an important trading partner and ally in the South East Asian region. In due course, 
the key accomplishments of Pakistan in the ‘Vision East Asia’ were strengthening relations with the ASEAN member states 
and acquiring the status of a sectoral dialogue partner with the organization. There also exist various bilateral agreements be-
tween Pakistan and the ASEAN states, such as the ‘Free Trade Agreement’ with Malaysia, and the ‘Mutual Recognition Agree-
ment’ with Indonesia. Other nascent development in the context included the establishment of ASEAN-Pakistan Cooperation 
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The current progress on the CPEC 
has allowed Pakistan to rekindle its 

Vision East Asia policy and fully 
exploit its potential



29December 2020

Fund and provision of scholarships and educational opportunities to the citizens of certain ASEAN states. The policy also aims 
to focus on cultural and citizen exchange between the two parties to promote people-people contact and redouble the cultural 
diplomacy. Economic cooperation and efforts to sign free trade agreements with ASEAN member states such as Singapore, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei, Philippines were also prioritized by Pakistan in this policy.There are various resources 
in Pakistan that can be valuable in establishing better relations with ASEAN, particularly the rich Buddhist cultural history 
and ancient sites located inPakistan. Considering the religious diversity of ASEAN nations, where Islam and Buddhism are two 
majority religions, it is favorable for Pakistan to capitalize on its cultural and religious resources asa soft power and promote 
religious tourism towards these Buddhist heritage sites to deepen the bond between the states. Similarly, along with its invest-
ments in economic and cultural spheres, the backingof Pakistani diaspora in the ASEAN states to represent their country is also 
an integral part of this policy. Alternatively, the Vision East Asia policy also propelled to focus outside the ASEAN region, such 
as towards the Japan and South Korea. In conjunction of Pakistan’s growing cultural connectivity and popularity of East Asian 
culture in country’s youth, the prospects of pursuing this policy are higher than ever.
One of the main challenges for Pakistan’s Vision East Asia is India’s imperative role and close relationship with the regional 
economies. Indian influence and cooperation with the countries of South East Asia and East Asia transcends from Pakistan, due 
to growing economic relations, cultural exchanges and security arrangements. Keeping in mind that Pakistan’s main ally China, 
with reference to the ongoing developments of CPEC and regional security, Pakistan will have to keep a balance and adopt a 
rationalapproach in its dealings with East Asia. This is particularly important because China, although economically important, 
has various disputes in the region, which isa polarizing juncture for the diplomatic and economic relations. A key reality of why 
India enjoys such an envious position in the region is country’s active stance in countering Chinese influence and winning over 
the states that are growing weary of the aggression of the rising power. In lieu of these aforementioned reasons, Pakistan must 
build closer ties with the ASEAN states in hopes of balancing out its support for China on its maritime disputes in the region, 
and at the same time, country should balance its relation with Japan and also take advantage ofthe economic opportunities in 
the region.Developments of the CPEC has provided Pakistan with a lucrative opportunity to rekindle its Vision East Asia and 
implement thepolicy in a way that it should be more favorable than the last time. Earlier this year the incumbent government 
hinted towardsstrengthening the economic cooperation with states such as South Korea, Singapore, Japan, and Malaysia,and 
expressed its intentions towards upgrading Pakistan’s sectoral partnership with ASEAN to a full partnership instead. In 2019, 
Pakistan and Japan signed a Memorandum of Cooperation for ‘specific skilled workers’ that created a job market for Pakistani 
workers in Japan. CPEC will help Pakistan make better connections with East Asia with the establishment of special economic 
zones and under the conditions that Pakistan will be allowed to use some of the Chinese ports for trading, as Nepal does, which 
will cut down cost of transportation and increase fluidity in the country’s economics. CPEC will help increase economic cooper-
ation and help Pakistan widen its range to East Asian markets as well.
One of the important aspects of Pakistan’s Vision East Asia, that is often ignored, is the ASEAN and other prospective targets in 
East Asia are responsible and developed economies with a steady trade flow and economic functioning. Being a full time trade 
partner with these states makes imperative that Pakistan must first actively deal with its domestic issues and ensure political 
stability in order to attract FDI and upkeep its bilateral agreements with other regional states. In addition, to counter the India’s 
upper hand in the region, Pakistan should capitalize on all of its resources for economic and diplomatic cooperation with the 
region. Since Islamic militancy is an issue faced by most of the ASEAN nations, Pakistan could offer its extensive experience to 
the regional countries for counter-insurgency training. The scope for public diplomacy with South Korea and Japan is also capa-
ciousas Pakistani youth is an active consumer of Korean and Japanese pop culture and actively associated with it. This will help 
form a good base for people-people interaction and cultural exchange. Promotion of Pakistan’s Buddhist historical sites and 
heritage would also help promote better relations with East Asia and increase tourism.Pakistan has an abundance of resources 
that country can use for its Vision East Asia policy, including cultural and public diplomacy, increased economic cooperation, 
stronger diplomatic relations etc. The current progress on the CPEC progress has given Pakistan an opportunity to rekindle its 
Vision East Asia policy and fully exploit its potential. 

RANDOM CLICKS



H.E Wendy Gilmour took 
charge as Canada’s High 
Commissioner to Pakistan 
in 2018 replacing Perry Cal-
derwood, and ever since, she 

has been winning the hearts and minds 
of the people of Pakistan. It is due to H.E 
distinguished diplomatic work and her 
staunch encouragement of women em-
powerment, protection of human rights, 
climate change and her close fraternal 
relation with the local community of 
Pakistan which makes her the “people’s 
ambassador”. Owing to her lively social 
media presence, photographs in eth-
nic attire, and her regular visits to the 
tourist spots of the country that she has 
been able to reel in thousands of Paki-
stanis by her charm.
“The diplomatic relations between Can-
ada and Pakistan started since the early 
days of Pakistan. We have been proud 
to support Pakistan along these years.” 
–Wendy Gilmour.
Ms Gilmour completed her BA Hons 
in Political Studies and History from 

Queen’s University in 1989 and joined 
External Affairs and International Trade 
Canada afterwards. Wendy joined the 
Canadian Foreign Service in 1990, serv-
ing in Canadian diplomatic missions in 
Zimbabwe (with cross accreditation to 
Mozambique, Angola and Botswana), 
the United Kingdom and Nigeria, where 
she served as Acting High Commission-
er during the transition from military to 
civilian rule in 1998. She also deployed 
on operational assignments to interna-
tional peace missions, including the Of-
fice of the High Representative to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in Sarajevo in 1996-97, 
and as Political Advisor to the first three 
Commanders of NATO’s Kosovo Force in 
Pristina in 1999-2000. Following 9/11, 
Ms Gilmour served as Canadian Polit-
ical Advisor for Operation Enduring 
Freedom/Operation Apollo at the U.S. 
Central Command Headquarters, McDill 
Air Force Base Florida. While in Ottawa, 
Ms Gilmour served as the first Director 
of the Peace Operations Group in the 
Stabilization and Reconstruction Task 

Force Secretariat (START) of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade Canada, 
responsible for the policy, planning and 
coordination of Canada’s engagement in 
international peace operations. She also 
served as Director, Sudan Task Force, 
managing Canada’s role in support of 
the North-South and Darfur peace pro-
cesses. In 2007-08, she was named 
McNaughton-Vanier Visitor and ‘diplo-
mat-in-residence’ at the Royal Military 
College of Canada and Canadian Defence 
Academy, after which she was posted to 
Colorado as the Canadian Political Ad-
visor to the Commander of the North 
American Aerospace Defence Command 
and United States Northern Command 
(NORAD–US NORTHCOM.) In 2010, she 
joined the Department of Public Safety 
to become the Senior Departmental As-
sistant to the Minister, before moving to 
National Defence in 2011, and then back 
to the Foreign Service in the new “Global 
Affairs Canada” in 2015.
“Things such as religious freedom, wom-
en having the ability to pursue politics, 
the transition of primary school girls to 
their becoming secondary school girls 
are things that are very important for us 
and we want to lend support to Pakistan 
in these areas.” –Wendy Gilmour.
Under the leadership of HE Wendy 
Gilmour, the High Commission of Can-
ada launched a five-year Women’s 
Voice Leadership Pakistan Initiative as 
a component of Canada’s Feminist In-
ternational Assistance Policy with CDN 
$8million budget, which will strengthen 
women’s rights organizations to help 
improve policy, legislation, services and 
systems and impact on social belief and 
practices that promote gender equality. 
It builds on a strong legacy of 30 years’ 
cooperation of Canada working along-
side Pakistani women’s rights organi-
zations to advance women’s and girls’ 
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rights. The objective of Women’s Voice 
and Leadership Pakistan is to better 
equip existing WROs to work collective-
ly towards further change so that wom-
en and girls can fully realize their rights, 
and reach their full potential in society. 
Areas, where support will be provided, 
include enhanced literacy, preventing 
early and forced marriages, improved 
nutrition, reduced maternal mortality 
rate, combatting gender-based violence 
and fostering women’s economic and 
political participation.
“In the beautiful landscape of Pakistan, 
Canada has also been the original do-
nors to the Aga Khan programme that 
looks into conservation and develop-
ment such as digging tunnels under gla-
ciers as well as the education of children 
in the Northern Areas” –Wendy Gilmour
Her love for Pakistan is evident from 
her tweets of tourist spots, her trekking 
stories and pictures of religious and nat-
ural sites of different areas of Pakistan 
like Taxila, Northern Areas and Margalla 
treks of Islamabad. She stated, “A diplo-
mat is not afraid to travel in Pakistan.” 
HE said in an interview that she visited 
Gilgit-Baltistan six times and this year 
she chose to spend her thanksgiving 
holidays in the Gilgit-Baltistan region 
where she went for a 3-day hike over 
Thalay La pass and called the region as 
the best short treks in the world and Pa-
kistan as the trekking paradise. 
Recently, the Canadian High Commis-
sion in Pakistan organized an event for 
sustainable tourism and the promotion 
of winter sports in Pakistan, which is in 
line with the vision of PM Imran Khan. 
She is of view that when tourism grows 
it benefits the local communities in a 
number of ways but tourism should be 
environmentally sustainable. She said 
that Canada is an active participant in 
the fight against climate change and 
in climate change adaption and resil-
ience. Canada is a major contributor to 
the Global Environmental Fund and the 
Green Climate Fund, both of which ben-
efit Pakistan. HE Ms Gilmour also said 
that she plays her part by planting trees 
but this is a collective problem and re-
quires a collective effort.
“Climate change threatens security ...af-
fecting access to water, food, and ener-
gy — each of which is linked to conflict 
risk and national security...as well as 
patterns and prevalence of the infec-
tious disease, the frequency and scale of 
humanitarian crises, and human migra-
tion”-Wendy Gilmour’s Tweet.
Wendy Gilmour, the High Commissioner 
of Canada in Pakistan is also of the view 
that the Canadian government highly 
values the bilateral relationships with 
Pakistan and both countries have ex-
tensive people-to-people contact, large 
Pakistani diaspora in Canada of people 
of Pakistani origin, and Canada has been 
an active part of development especial-
ly in health, women empowerment and 
education.
H.E Wendy Gilmour is a distinguished 
diplomat and among the very few dip-
lomats who have gained immense ad-
miration and recognition in a very short 
period in Pakistan. 
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Boris Johnson, in full Alexander 
Boris de Pfeffel Johnson, (born 
June 19, 1964, New York City, 
New York, U.S.), is a leading 
Conservative politician and 

British Prime Minister, who was elect-
ed leader of the Conservative Party in 
the summer of 2019, in a bid to take the 
UK out of the EU with or without a deal. 
He served as Mayor of London for two 
terms 2008-16, overseeing the 2012 
London Olympics. He also played a lead-
ing role in the 2016 “Vote Leave” cam-
paign on the EU referendum, afterwards 
becoming Foreign Secretary and later 
Prime Minister. He is one of Britain’s 
most high profile politicians, renowned 
for his eccentric approach to life but in-
creasingly known for his hardline Brexit 
stance which has polarised opinion.
As a child, Johnson lived in New York 
City, London, and Brussels before at-
tending boarding school in England. He 
won a scholarship to Eton College and 
later studied classics at Balliol College, 
Oxford, where he was president of the 
Oxford Union. After briefly working as 
a management consultant, Johnson em-
barked on a career in journalism. He 
started as a reporter for The Times in 
1987, and then joined The Daily Tele-
graph, where he served as a correspon-
dent covering the European Communi-
ty (1989–94) and later as an assistant 
editor (1994–99). In 1994, Johnson 
became a political columnist for The 
Spectator, and in 1999, he was named 

the magazine’s editor, continuing in that 
role until 2005.
In 1997, Johnson was selected as the 
Conservative candidate for Clwyd South 
in the House of Commons, but he lost 
decisively to the Labour Party incum-
bent Martyn Jones. Soon after, Johnson 
began appearing on a variety of televi-
sion shows, beginning in 1998 with the 
BBC talk program Have I Got News for 
You. Johnson again stood for Parliament 
in 2001, this time winning the contest 
in the Henley-on-Thames constitu-
ency. Though he continued to appear 
frequently on British television pro-
grams and became one of the country’s 
most-recognized politicians, Johnson’s 
political rise was threatened on a num-

ber of occasions. Johnson was re-elected 
to his parliamentary seat in 2005.
Johnson entered into the London may-
oral election in July 2007, challenging 
Labour incumbent Ken Livingstone. 
During the tightly contested election, 
he focused on issues of crime and trans-
portation. On May 1, 2008, Johnson won 
a narrow victory, seen by many as a re-
pudiation of the national Labour gov-
ernment led by Gordon Brown. Early 
the following month, Johnson fulfilled a 
campaign promise by stepping down as 
MP. In 2012, Johnson was reelected may-
or, besting Livingstone again. His win 
was one of the few bright spots for the 
Conservative Party in the midterm local 
elections in which it lost more than 800 
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seats in England, Scotland, and Wales.
While pursuing his political career, 
Johnson continued to write. His output 
as an author included Lend Me Your 
Ears (2003), a collection of essays; Sev-
enty-two Virgins (2004), a novel; and 
The Dream of Rome (2006), a historical 
survey of the Roman Empire. In 2014, 
he added The Churchill Factor: How One 
Man Made History, which was described 
by one reviewer as a “breathless romp 
through the life and times” of Winston 
Churchill.
Johnson returned to Parliament in 
2015, winning the west London seat of 
Uxbridge and South Ruislip, in an elec-
tion that saw the Conservative Party 
capture its first clear majority since the 
1990s. He retained his post as mayor of 
London, and the victory fueled specula-
tion that he would eventually challenge 
Prime Minister David Cameron for the 
leadership of the Conservative Party.
In February 2016, Boris Johnson an-
nounced he would back the Vote Leave 
campaign. His decision to support Vote 
Leave rather than the PM’s ‘Remain’ 
campaign was seen as a highly influen-
tial decision – as his high profile could 
swing many undecided voters. Johnson, 
who had previously spoken of the ben-
efits of the Single Market, stated it was 
a difficult decision. Indeed Boris John-
son wrote two articles – one support-
ing Leave, one supporting Remain. He 
stated he wrote two different articles to 
help make up his mind. Critics argued 
it showed his insincerity and some feel 
his decision to support Vote Leave was 
partly motivated by the belief it would 
help best his political career.
On the eve of the Referendum, John-
son appeared on a live TV debate and 
declared 23 June could be “Britain’s in-
dependence day”. Against many expec-
tations, Britain voted to leave the EU 
by a majority of 52% – 48%. After the 
result, Prime Minister David Cameron 
resigned, leading to a leadership cam-
paign for the Conservative Party. It was 
expected Boris Johnson would be the 
front-runner as he was the most popular 
with party activists. However, to many 
people’s surprise, his fellow Vote Leave 

campaigner Michael Gove announced 
his decision to stand, causing Johnson to 
re-evaluate and unexpectedly announce 
he would not stand after all. In the end, 
Theresa May, who nominally supported 
Vote Remain was chosen as party leader.
Despite differences with Theresa May, 
she appointed Johnson as Foreign Sec-
retary. Boris Johnson later resigned crit-
ical of the direction of Theresa May and 
her withdrawal bill.

In the summer of 2019, Johnson won 
the leadership contest for the Conser-
vative Party becoming Prime Minister. 
His main commitment was to take take 
the UK out of the EU by 31 October 2019 

– saying he would rather ‘die in a ditch
than ask for a Brexit extension’. How-
ever, Johnson lost his first six votes in 
Parliament. As Parliament passed a bill 
preventing the UK from leaving the EU 
without a deal. Johnson also lost a vote 
to gain an early election.
In his address to the British people late 
on January 31, 2020, as the U.K. formal-
ly withdrew from the EU, Johnson said: 
“This is the moment when the dawn 
breaks and the curtain goes up on a new 
act in our great national drama.”
Boris is well known for his love of cy-
cling and frequently commutes to work 
through the busy streets of London. As 
mayor of London, he implemented an 
existing idea to provide hire bikes in 
London. For a time, they became known 
as the “Boris Bike”.
In the November 2019 election, Boris 
Johnson was elected Prime Minister 
with a large majority, gaining 43% of the 
vote – with the Conservatives gaining 
seats in pro-Brexit Labour heartlands 
in the north and Midlands. His slogan 
of “Get Brexit Done” appealed to those 
who had voted Brexit in the 2016 refer-
endum. Johnson benefitted from the un-
popularity of the Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn who was seen as far left. Despite 
the large majority, his popularity ratings 
were – 22 – a reflection of his divisive 
politics and legacy of appearing to tell 
lies or misleading statements.
In 2020, Boris Johnson headed up the 
UK’s government response to Covid-19, 
ordering a lockdown in March. He tests 
positive himself for the virus in early 
April 2020. He was taken to St. Thom-
as’ Hospital and intensive care after 
his symptoms worsened. He received 
around the clock care from two nurses. 
After spending time in hospital he was 
released when his symptoms improved. 
Boris Johnson praised “the brilliant care 
he has received.” and stated that it could 
have gone either way.
Boris Johnson has authored several 
books on Ancient Rome, Winston Chur-
chill and a bestselling account of the his-
tory of London.
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T here has been a geopolitical 
churn in the Middle East in 
recent months but the two 
biggest big bang events oc-
curring over this year are 
most significant for analyz-

ing the shifting dynamics in the region. 
First is the US government’s decision to 
kill QasimSoleimani and the other is the 
very recent agreement between Israel 
and the UAE. These developments could 
be observed with two vantage points; 
first, the perception of Washington be-
hind these two engagements and the 
other is the implications of these two 
moves for South Asia including Pakistan.
Starting with the Soleimani killing, the 
Trump administration has been on a col-
lision course with Iran throughout its time 
in power and Trump has shown a willing-
ness to be unconventional to change course 
with long-standing rivals by pursuing con-
ciliatory paths. There has been a hardline 
approach adopted by Trump administra-
tion for pursuing talks or negotiations with 
Iran, and Trump’s chief advisers, who have 
included some of the biggest Iran hawks, 
hated the US civil nuclear deal with Iran 
and wanted to get out of it. They did not 

like Obama’s relatively conciliatory policies 
toward Iran and espoused partisan strate-
gies such as propagation of Iran as an evil 
empire in the media and society, which 
have blinded many Americans to the fact 
that the US and Iran share several interests 
in South Asia including their support for a 
peaceful and prosperous Afghanistan. The 
point here is that the Obama administra-
tion’s desire to try to improve relations with 
Iran was a game-changer for U.S. diploma-
cy on many levels but the political class in 
Washington, particularly republicans and 
later trump republicans, simply could not 
tolerate. Therefore, the Trump administra-
tion remained compelled to take a hardline 
position on Iran in order to change course 
from Obama’s conciliation and to strength-
en U.S. relations with Saudi Arabia; a coun-
try that Trump has long been quite fond 
of and experienced a decline during the 
Obama years. This helps explain in part, at 
least why the Trump administration made 
the very bold decision to target Soleimani, 
someone that the trump administration 
had and continues to describe as a terrorist 
in the same category of Osama bin laden 
or a Baghdadi. The Trump administration 
certainly understood the risks of targeting 
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him, particularly in terms of the risks of 
intensifying an already volatile rivalry be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran and broader 
volatility in a region invested with tremen-
dous strategic significance for Washington.
In addition to worsening the US-Iran rela-
tions and heightening the volatility in the 
Middle East, there are few implications on 
the South Asia region as well. First is the 
state of affairs in Afghanistan, which is lo-
cated just across the eastern border of Iran, 
and it could potentially become a site for 
reprisals on US interests from Iran’s spon-
sored terror groups. Although the plan of 
US troops withdrawal is in process, how-
ever, there are still around 8 000 US troops 
in Afghanistan and this number is greater 
than any other part of Iran’s wider neigh-
bourhood outside of Kuwait and Qatar. 
Iran has potential proxy partners in Af-
ghanistan, capable of carrying out strikes 
on US troops, where one option is the Fat-
miyun division of militia mainly comprised 
of Afghan Shias that Tehran had deployed 
to Syria to battle the Islamic state. Addi-
tionally, the background and the resume 
of Ismail Khani, Soleimani’s successor and 
former deputy, underscores the possibility 
of Iranian reprisals in Afghanistan, as he 
oversaw Quds Force operations in Afghan-
istan and Pakistan meaning that he knows 
the terrain and also have a formation of the 
Fatmiyun group in the region.
The second implication of the Solemani 
killing for South Asia is an economic one. 
The potential for heightened volatility 
in the Middle East has and continues to 
threaten Indian and Pakistani interests, 
both of which have extensive commer-
cial ties to the Middle East and currently, 
both are suffering from the major eco-
nomic challenges, which are exacerbated 
by the pandemic. India and Pakistan are 
also deeply dependent on energy resourc-
es from the Middle East and Islamabad 
relies heavily on economic support from 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE. Similarly, the 
Gulf nations are key investment partners 
for New Delhi and also the Arab Gulf is 
home to nearly nine million Indian and 
nearly four million Pakistani workers and 
they are a critical source of remittances for 
both nations.
The third implication for South Asia is dip-
lomatic. India and Pakistan, both need to 
find ways to balance their respective rela-
tionships with Washington and Tehran. 
New Delhi is intent on strengthening a 
growing defence partnership with the US, 
even while continuing to pursue a largely 
commercially focused relationship with 
Iran that is increasingly undermined by 
American sanctions on Tehran. However, 
in case of Islamabad, the balancing act is 
more complex because the US-Pakistan re-

lations have enjoyed a bit of a renaissance 
amid increased cooperation in Afghani-
stan over the last 18 months over the peace 
process. Islamabad is keen to maintain that 
goodwill and hopes that Washington will 
eventually end its suspension of Pakistani 
security assistance and expand bilateral 
trade and investment but Pakistan’s Prime 
Minister Imran Khan has sought stronger 
ties with Tehran as part of an effort to bet-
ter position Islamabad as a neutral player 
in the Iran-Saudi Arabia rivalry. Riyadh 
has long been one of Islamabad’s closest al-
lies but it’s a relationship has run into some 
trouble in recent times amid a spat over 
Islamabad’s perception that Saudi Arabia 
is not being sufficiently supportive of the 
Kashmir issue which is hugely important 
for Pakistan.
Against the backdrop of escalating US-
Iran tensions, the stakes are particularly 
high for Pakistani diplomacy. Pakistan, of 
course, shares a frequently volatile bor-
der with Iran that experiences periodic 
cross-border violence perpetrated by Pa-
kistan-based anti-Iran militants. About 20 
of Pakistan’s 200 million-strong population 
is Shia the largest Shia community outside 
of Iran and Pakistan has security partner-
ships with both Washington and Riyadh, 
Tehran’s biggest rivals. Pakistan is at risk of 
being dragged into two rapidly intensifying 
rivalries Washington and Tehran, and Teh-
ran and Saudi Arabia, at a time when it is 
keen to stay out of both.
Second big bang event in the Middle East 
this year is the recent Israel-UAE deal, and 
the US being the central character in this 
deal. Israel has long been a focus a key fo-
cus of the Trump administration as it has 
always been a focus of successive US gov-
ernments being America’s top ally. While 
the US-Israel relationship did flounder a 
little bit in the Obama years, it has been 
strengthened in the Trump era and in fact, 
the U.S. relationship with Iran is argu-
ably one of the very few key US bilateral 
partnerships that have not suffered in the 
Trump era, including the relationship with 
India. Therefore, Israel has remained a fo-
cus and the Trump advisors, especially Jar-
ed Kushner have had a laser-like focus on 
Israel from the issue of changing the loca-

tion of the U.S embassy to pursuing a peace 
deal with the Palestinians. After the blow-
back of Trump’s initial policies, he turned 
its attention to other ways that it could 
make some big moves with Israel in the re-
gion that led to the chain of events that re-
sulted in the Israel UAE deal. Moreover, the 
Trump administration is keen to have Isra-
el enjoy a more normalized relationship in 
the Middle East and to help integrate Israel 
into the Middle East as an effort to stabilize 

the region and undercut Tehran simultane-
ously, which has no interest in reconciling 
with Israel and faces the prospect of sever-
al of its Saudi-aligned Arab rivals making 
peace with Israel.
There are several factors at play driving 
this development and most of them are 
more tied to US domestic politics rather 
than the foreign policy. One factor is the 
incumbent leadership of US, where its 
President, Donald Trump wants to project 
himself as a dealmaker who relishes the art 
of the deal and desire to sharpen percep-
tions of him as someone who knows how 
to get things done and serve U.S interests. 
In this regard, the Israel deal is just what 
the doctor ordered. Correspondingly, with 
the US election in progress, Trump argu-
ably is more vulnerable than he has been at 
any other point during his presidency and 
there is a strong incentive to get a deal like 
this with a hope that few other Arab na-
tions normalize their relations with Israel 
before the election. This may overstate the 
interest that an average US voter takes in 
the foreign affairs but many American citi-
zens, without an exception of the Christian 
conservatives that are strongly pro-Israel 
but still there is a strong domestic political 
motivation that has fueled the US pursuit 
of this Israel deal.
There is a knock-on effect of this deal for 
South Asia, specifically on India and Paki-
stan. In the case of Pakistan, a country that 
never had formally recognized Israel as a 
state may face some unwanted and gru-
elling questions. A debate has been start-
ed after the inkling of this new deal that 
whether Pakistan will follow the suite, but 
the PM Khan quickly quashed that specu-
lation and reasserted Pakistan’s long-stand-
ing position of the two-state solution to 
which the Palestinians agree. The Paki-
stan-Israel relationship is a very complex 
and very sensitive issue and Islamabad 
likely prefers that questions about it stay 
out of the public sphere. Secondly, this deal 
happening soon after the Soleimani killing 
throws more fuel on the fire of a raging 
Saudi Arabia-Iran rivalry. It casts a deep 
shadow across Pakistan, given its relations 
with both countries and especially amid 
the recent Pakistan Saudi Arabia spat over 
Kashmir and amid the new agreement be-
tween Iran and China, which suggests that 
Islamabad following its Chinese ally’s lead 
may be tempted to try to educate closer to 
Iran. The bottom line to conclude is that 
the solemn killing and the Israel UAE deal 
are two watershed developments for inter-
national relations with far-reaching im-
plications for South Asian states that have 
major interests and stakes in the Middle 
East and particularly specifically referring 
to India and Pakistan.
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Government of Pakistan pre-
sented a dossier of Indian 
involvement in the regional 
terror activities in a press con-
ference held on 14 November, 

providing incontrovertible evidence of 
India in promoting, aiding, financing and 
executing the terrorist activities against 
Pakistan. Throughout Global War on 
Terror, India has hypocritically misled 
the global community by masquerading 
as a victim of terrorism and accusing 
Pakistan of sponsoring terrorism in the 
region, whereas the evidence provided 
in the press conference revealed the 
connections and ongoing terrorist op-
erations backed by the Indian civil and 
military administration. The joint press 
conference presided by Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
and DG ISPR Major General Babar If-
tikhar concluded that “façade has now 
been removed and the world can seethe 
real face of India – one blackened by its 
decades-long state-terrorism in IIOJK 
and state-sponsored terrorism and de-
stabilization efforts in Pakistan.”
Shah Mahmood Qureshi while unveiling 
the dossier at a joint Press Conference 
said that India’s objectives of terror 
sponsorship in Pakistan include dis-
ruption of peace, destabilization of the 
economy and political instability. He 
said that Pakistan is going to present 
this dossier to the United Nations, OIC, 
P-5 countries and we expect the inter-
national community to play its role for 
peace and stability by compelling India 
to immediately halt its state sponsor-
ship of terrorism in Pakistan and bring 

to justice all those involved in financing 
and supporting terrorism inside Pa-
kistan. The Foreign Minister stressed 
that the international community can 
no longer turn a blind eye to this rogue 
behaviour by a state that refuses to ad-
here to international laws and UN Con-
ventions. He categorically stated that 
India’s efforts to foment terrorism in-
side Pakistan will not be allowed to un-
dermine Pakistan’s stability in any way. 
India is a threat to peace in the region 
and the major powers must act to pre-
vent India from continued sponsorship 
of terrorism against Pakistan.
Since the beginning of Global War on 
Terror (2001), the sovereign land of 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan has faced 
more than 19,000 terrorist attacks, 
suffered 83000 causalities, and direct 
economic losses account for more than 
$126 billion. Due to Indian state-spon-
sored cross-border terrorism, Pakistan 
continues to suffer and there is a drastic 
increase in the losses. Pakistani authori-
ties have exposed the truth about India’s 
false flag operations in IIOJK and inside 
India from time to time. India’s false al-
legations of human rights violations in 
AJK and objection of Pakistan’s selec-
tion in the UNHRC were exposed when 
diplomats and OIC fact-finding mission 
visited the valley and negated the false 
claims of India. Similarly, the reports of 
UN Human Rights Council in 2018 and 
2019 highlighted the gross violations 
of human rights perpetrated by the In-
dian occupational forces and support-
ed by the repressive laws, and denial of 
the Indian government to allow neutral 

observers in the valley. Likewise, the 
masterminds of Mecca Masjid, Ajmer 
Dargah, and Samjhota Express terror-
ist cases were granted state protection 
and acquitted in a complete travesty of 
justice after having confessed to India’s 
National Investigation Agency (NIA). 
Another live example of the state-spon-
sored terrorism is Indian serving com-
mander Kulbhushan Jadhav who has 
been caught red-handed in 2016 but Pa-
kistan, abiding by the International law 
and upholding the standards, allowed 
him a fair trial. Jadhav, an Indian spy, ad-
mitted his involvement in the terrorist 
activities in Baluchistan province where 
he fueled the separatist movements to 
spread terror, subvert, and sabotage the 
country.
DG ISPR Iftikhar Babar said that the In-
dian premier Modi is directly oversee-
ing an anti-CPEC covert cell, which has 
to work since 2015 and started with 
funding of Rs. 80billion and until now 
this clandestine operation has created 
more than 700 operatives and recruited 
guerrilla force to attack the CPEC proj-
ects in the country. He highlighted that 
the over the period the attacks on the 
PC Karachi and Gawadar, Karachi Stock 
Exchange and numerous other heinous 
attacks were carried out by this splinter 
cell operating from Pakistan’s neigh-
bouring countries. DG ISPR Major Gen-
eral Babar Iftikhar showed documents 
proving Indian intelligence agencies’ 
links with the terrorists involved in sub-
versive activities in Pakistan, especially 
the plans to initiate unrest in AJK and 
Gilgit-Baltistan region through sub-na-

Dossier of India’s State Sponsorship 
of Terrorism in the Region
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tionalist elements. These documents as 
well as the audio and video clips show 
bank transactions, equipment support 
and the Indian intelligence agencies of-
ficials’ directions to the terrorists to car-
ry out terrorist acts in various parts of 
Pakistan.
Tons of evidence has been provided by 
Pakistan in this recent press confer-
ence, including the details of several 
attacks, names of Indian officials, terror 
outfits, commanders receiving funding 
and directions from Indian intelligence 
operatives for spreading insurgency 
in Pakistan. Especially the presence of 
ISIL, AQIS, the UN-designated terrorist 
outfits fostered by India, unearths the 
hypocritical claims of India, posing a 
great deal of risk to the regional peace 
and security. Similarly, the proofs pro-
vided by the FINCEN point out the ter-
ror financing and money laundering ac-
tivities channelized by India’s financial 
system substantiate the claims of Indian 
involvement in the regional terror per-
petuating activities.
PM Imran Khan has already exposed 
the saffron terror and pogrom carried 
out by the RSS-BJP zealots of Hindut-
va regime against the Muslims of In-
dian held Kashmir and Pakistan in his 
speech at the UN General Assembly. The 
pugnacious threats of BJP politicians to 
Pakistan and bellicose actions of Indian 
military regime challenging the sover-
eignty of Pakistan are live examples of 
Indian sinister designs for the regional 
instability. The war-hysteria created by 

the incumbent premier Modi before this 
election, luring the two nuclear deter-
rent nations into a war, along with the 
statements issued by security officials 
stating, ‘teaching Pakistan a lesson’ is 
a signpost of warpath and antagonistic 
behaviour and foretells India’s spiteful 
terror campaigns –identified in the re-
cent dossier.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi emphasized 
that we reserve the right to defend 
ourselves in every possible way. The 
details of the dossier reveal the deepen-
ing nexus between Indian intelligence 
agencies and UN-designated terrorist 
organizations, including Jamaat-ul Ah-
rar, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, Baloch 
Liberation Army, Balochistan Liberation 
Front and Baloch Republican Army. He 
said India has provided funding worth 
22 billion rupees to these terrorist orga-
nizations in last three years. The dossier 
carries evidence of Indian intelligence 
agencies’ funding and provision of 
weapons, ammunition and IEDs to tar-
get Ulema, notables and police officials 
in a bid to destabilize the country. The 
Minister said the dossier contains evi-
dence of India’s attempts to undermine 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and 
a Special Cell is working under the di-
rect supervision of Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi intending to sabo-

tage the CPEC.
Pakistan has categorically rejected the 
denial of Indian Ministry of External 
Affairs denial about the irrefutable evi-
dence provided by dossier about India’s 
brinksmanship and state-sponsored 
terrorism. It is not the first time that Pa-
kistan has provided a record of terrorist 
launch pads in Afghanistan but it is cer-
tainly the first time that the country has 
revealed the details like names, financ-
es, call recordings etc. coupling Indian 
involvement in fueling these terrorist 
sanctuaries in the neighbouring coun-
tries and their use as a proxy against 
Pakistan. Mere denials and refuting 
statements will not yield any benefit to 
the country against these hard-facts fur-
nished by Pakistan to the international 
community.
The coercive Indian policy to undermine 
Pakistan’s sovereignty and spearhead-
ing the islamophobia campaign by tar-
nishing the image of global Muslims as a 
terrorist nation will not be entertained 
by the world anymore, after this dossier 
of Indian involvement in the terror cam-
paigns since 2015. By referring Pakistan 
as a perpetrator of cross-border terror-
ism and using terrorism as an instru-
ment of state’s foreign policy us culpa-
ble under international law and should 
be responded by the stern sanctions by 
supranational regimes. There should be 
strict actions carried out by the interna-
tional counter-terrorism bodies against 
India now and the world should stand 
by the facts and hold Indian militant re-
gime accountable for their involvement 
and patronage of terrorist outfits.
UN should consider this dossier as the 
ground-research and its counter-ter-
rorism bodies must play their role by 
defying India using terrorism as a state 
policy and dismantling the terrorist in-
frastructure built by India. This policy of 
spreading hate is resulting in increasing 
animosities in the region and to rein-
state the legitimacy of UN as the only fo-
rum of global governance, the suprana-
tional regime should take concrete steps 
against India, which is not only serving 
as the cradle of enmities but spreading 
the Islamophobia and hate against the 
peace-loving religious identity.
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We are now presenting ir-
refutable evidence to the 
world to demonstrate the 
Indian state-sponsored ter-
rorism in Pakistan result-
ing in the deaths of innocent 
Pakistanis and the interna-
tional community can no 
longer turn a blind eye to 
this rogue behaviour” -Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi.



On the invitation of Prime Minister Imran Khan, Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina Sefik Dzaferovic arrived 
on a two-day official visit to Pakistan on 4-5 November 2020. The Chairman was accompanied by a high-level delegation in-
cluding the Minister for Security as well as Presidential Advisers.
During the visit, the Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina called on the Prime Minister and the President and 
will had separate interactions with the Speaker of National Assembly Asad Qaiser, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment Razzaq Dawood, and other dignitaries.
President Arif Alvi confered Nishan-e-Pakistan to Sefik Dzaferovic, Bosniak member of tripartite presidency of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, at a ceremony held at the President House in the capital Islamabad. Established in 1957, the award is bestowed 
by the president for the highest degree of service to Pakistani citizens as well as to foreign nationals.
This was Mr. Sefik Dzaferovic’s first visit to Pakistan in his capacity as Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan had met with Mr. Sefik Dzaferovicon the sidelines of 14th OIC Summit in Makkah in May 
2019.
Pakistan enjoys traditionally warm and friendly relations with Bosnia & Herzegovina. The two countries have extended sup-
port to each other in times of need. During the years 1994-95, Pakistan was a significant contributor of troops to the UN Peace-
keeping Mission. Bosnia & Herzegovina provided assistance during the 2005 earthquake and 2010 floods in Pakistan.
High-level exchanges like these are an important feature of the bilateral relationship. The visit of Bosnian President concluded 
with a note that both sides would remain committed to further deepen and broaden cooperation in diverse fields, such as trade, 
commerce, education, culture and people-to-people exchanges.
The visit of the Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina was pivotal for the enhancement of bilateral relations and 
strengthening the cooperative bonds between the peoples of the two countries.

Curtain Raiser
 Visit of Mr. Sefik Dzaferovic, Chairman of the 

Presidency of Bosnia & Herzegovina to Pakistan
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First Lady Samina Alvi said that regular self-examination by women could lead to early diagnosis and easy treatment of 
breast cancer without any complications.Addressing at the prize distribution ceremony of a cricket match between the fe-
male parliamentarians and women journalists for creating awareness on breast cancer, the first lady said the Pink Ribbon 
drive was not confined to October rather it was expanding and yet continued.The Parliamentary Secretary for Ministry of 
Inter Provincial Coordination organized “Pink Women’s Cricket” match betweenthe Parliamentarians and Media in the sup-
port of Breast CancerPakistan in Shalimar ground Islamabad.First Lady thanked the media for massive awareness on the 
self-examination and treatment of the disease besides helping to eliminate the allied taboos.Lauding the idea of the aware-
ness-raising cricket match, she said such activities were vital to improving health as well as spread the desired message.
Parliamentarians’ team won the ten-over match and the Chief Guest gave away trophies and shields among the players as 
well as the organizers.She said, during the drive against breast cancer, the parliamentarians extended full support to her 
and even travelled to Gilgit, Swat, Karachi and Lahore and other areas to apprise the women there about the seriousness 
of the issue.
The first lady said consequent to the countrywide campaign, participated by doctors’ civil society, military institutions and 
students, some organizations had come up to offer diagnosis and treatment facilities to the women.She told the audience 
that a telephone helpline had also been established where the women could call and seek guidance and advice from cer-
tified doctors in case they were reluctant or unable to visit a medical expert. The same helpline would also facilitate the 
women to get an appointment for a checkup. She said having highlighted the issue of breast cancer in October; a special fo-
cus would be given to the rights of persons with disabilities during December. Earlier, the First Lady Begum SaminaAlviwas 
introduced with the participating teams and had a group photo with them. Senator Faisal Javed, female parliamentarians 
and media representatives also attended the special sports event.
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Brest Cancer Awareness 
Self-examination vital for early diagnosis, 

treatment of breast cancer: First Lady Ms Samina Alvi
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25th IFWA Anniversary Organized by 
Islamabad Foreign Women’s Association & 

Serena Hotels

December 2020

On November 22, IFWA Bazar organized by the Islamabad Foreign Women’s Association & Serena Hotels celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of the organization. IFWA Bazar was organized to further the cause of the organization by raising funds to support the 
underprivileged women and their children. This year, the Sunbeams School and Al-Firdous School are chosen as the beneficiaries 
of the funding to further the cause of quality and free education for the disadvantaged members of the community.
IFWA is a non-political, non-profit charitable organization established in 1995 by women all around the world living in Islamabad. 
IFWA committee comprises of volunteering spouses of foreign diplomats across the expat-community creates an exciting program. 
In the opening ceremony of IFWA Charity Bazaar, Ms Ursula Keller - President of IFWA delivered a speech, where she commended 
the efforts of the women associated with IFWA and making it a success story for others to follow. On the silver jubilee of the IFWA, 
she commemorated the committee of the charitable organization and her predecessors who have worked tirelessly for the em-
powerment of disadvantaged women and their children. She highlighted that the organization aims to strengthen girls by giving 
them education, avoid child marriage, and teaching boys to respect women and girls. She said that IFWA Bazar is the way to raise 
funds for our mission, and proceedings of this year’s IFWA Bazar will go to the Sunbeam Schools and currently we are focusing on 
and Al-Fridous Community School. She also acknowledged the efforts of all the stakeholders like embassies, members’ organiza-
tion and volunteers who have extending their support in organizing the event.
Arts and crafts, food stalls from all around the world as well as cultural performances madeIFWAbazaaran exceptional event.



More than 25 buildings across Pakistan will turn blue as the country celebrates World Children’s Day – a global day of 
action for children, by children, to raise awareness on the need to help millions of them realize their rights under the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). To celebrate this momentous day, the Federal Ministry of Human Rights and 
UNICEF are turning more than 25 iconic landmarks and monuments blue in Islamabad and Pakistan’s four provinces in the 
evening of 20 November, as a symbol of their commitment to children’s rights. It is the third year in a row that buildings in 
the country and across the globe are lit up to call for a world in which the vision of the Convention of the Rights of the Child 
becomes a reality for every child. 
“Tonight, iconic buildings will be lit up blue in Pakistan and all around the world to celebrate World Children’s Day and 
demonstrate our solidarity with children. This is also a reminder of the Government’s strong commitment to defend chil-
dren’s rights and to ensure that they are safe and protected against abuse. We will continue to work to make sure that our 
children, who are our assets and the future of our nation, can live in a safe, enabling environment,” said Dr. ShireenMazari, 
Federal Minister for Human Rights.
“World Children’s Day is an opportunity to remind ourselves and the world how important it is to cherish, protect and 
empower our children. Government work and partnerships at every level will help us deliver a better world in which ev-
ery child can realise their dreams and live a safe, carefree life,” said MsRabiyaJaveri Agha, Secretary, Ministry for Human 
Rights.World Children’s Day also marks a commitment to listen to the voices of children, adolescents and young people 
as they demand to be heard on issues that matter to them and ask to be part of the solution. Children must be included in 
decisions that affect their future, especially as this year brought forth new challenges related to the COVID-19 crisis.
“While millions of girls and boys in Pakistan have seen their lives improve, millions of others continue to grapple with 
poverty, inequality, and lack of access to the essential services,” said Ms. Aida Girma, UNICEF Representative in Pakistan. 
“The COVID-19 crisis is a child rights crisis. We must work together to avert a lost generation as the global pandemic threat-
ens to cause irreversible harm to children’s education, nutrition and well-being. This includes making sure that every child 
and adolescent can continue to access the essential services that are their rights so they can survive, stay healthy, learn and 
fulfill their potential. UNICEF staff are on the ground doing everything they can to help children and communities respond 
to, and recover from, the pandemic. We will continue to support the Government so that no child in Pakistan is left behind,” 
Ms. Girma added.World Children’s Day marks the adoption of the Convention on 20 November 1989. Pakistan ratified the 
Convention the following year. 
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Ministry of Human Rights, UNICEF 
celebrate World Children’s Day. 

Iconic landmarks, across Pakistan lit with Blue Light





The longstanding standoff of 
Kashmir is a bone of con-
tention between India and 
Pakistan. The territorial ar-
gument between India and 
Pakistan over the region of 

Kashmir is the main impediment to rela-
tions between the two nuclear states as 
well as a threat to regional security. After 
the revocation of Article 370 by Indian 
Government last year, this dispute has 
taken another leap towards the threats 
of nuclear war. History tells us the whole 
story whether it’s the intrusion of India 
in Kashmir or the mediation of the Unit-
ed Nations on the matter. In May 1948, 
war broke out between Pakistan and In-
dia. It happened after the Indian Army 
initiated an offensive along the Uri/Mu-
zaffarabad front. Commander in Chief 
of the Pakistan Army, General Douglas 
Gracy, called in Pakistani regular forces 
into the Azad Kashmir to avert Indian 
advancement towards Muzaffarabad. 
The war between both countries con-
tinued until January 1, 1949, when the 
UN Security Council (UNSC) passed its 
first resolution on this emerging conflict 
between India and Pakistan. It further 
declared plebiscite in the whole state 
as the ultimate solution. This resolution 
also called to further establish a cease-
fire line in the state of Jammu & Kash-
mir. On January 5, 1949, the UN affirmed 
the agreed position of the governments 

of India and Pakistan mentioning that 
the query regarding the accession of the 
State of Jammu and Kashmir to India or 
Pakistan will only be concluded through 
the autonomous process of a free and 
neutral plebiscite. The resolution re-
garding ceasefire was executed on July 
27, 1949, once the military representa-
tives of both countries met in Karachi. 
Unfortunately, the plebiscite was never 
held regardless of an agreement between 
India and Pakistan. It was mentioned in 
the agreement that the future of the state 
of Kashmir would be decided through a 
fair and free plebiscite. On January 1, 1948, 
under Article 35 of the UN Charter, India 
consulted the UN Security Council accus-
ing Pakistan of assisting the tribesmen. The 
government of Pakistan in reply denied 
all charges of serving the tribesmen. Pa-
kistan further blamed India of protecting 
the succession of the state through power 
and deception by averting the agreements 
under the partition pacts. Pakistan also 
pushed charges that the succession was not 
in agreement with the law. On January 17, 
1948, the Security Council approved a res-
olution on the state of Kashmir and urged 
Pakistan and India to take timely actions to 
improve the situation in the state. On Jan-
uary 20, 1948, the Security Council again 
adopted a resolution demanding an urgent 
probe into the matter. The resolution clear-
ly stated that the worsening situation might 
intimidate international peace. Under the 

Kashmir is the main impedi-
ment to relations between the 
two nuclear states as well as 
a threat to regional security. 

After the revocation of Article 
370 by Indian Government 

last year, this dispute has tak-
en another leap towards the 
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Resolution, it was decided to establish the 
United Nations Commission for India and 
Pakistan (UNCIP) to examine the argu-
ment and also determined the responsibili-
ties of the commission. In the same year on 
April 21, 1948, the Security Council adopt-
ed another Resolution. The resolution not-
ed that both India and Pakistan are willing 
regarding the accession of the state and 
that it should be determined through the 
democratic method of a free and unbiased 
plebiscite. The resolution also inculcated 
that the UNCIP needs to visit the subcon-
tinent to arbitrate and make it possible for 
both countries to hold a plebiscite. The first 
section of the Resolution insisted Pakistan 
for withdrawal of tribesmen from the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir.
 The second part of the resolution includ-
ed that once the commission is satisfied 
regarding the exit of tribesmen, the agree-
ment concerning the withdrawal would 
put into operation in consultation with the 
commission. It further asserted that a plan 
for withdrawing forces from both sides in 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir will be 
finalized. A proper plan will be enacted 
to support civil power in the preservation 
of law and order. Security Council also 
asked the Indian government to institute 
an authority to hold Plebiscite at earliest. 
India was expecting something else. In-
dia’s illusionary expectations were that the 
UN would blame Pakistan as an invader. 
The Resolutions 38 and 47 rather made it 
clear that UN-supervised plebiscite is the 
only way out to determine the accession 
of Jammu & Kashmir to India or Pakistan. 
It also denied the idea of any confirmation 
regarding the accession of the state to In-
dia. Moreover, Resolution 47 called for 
the simultaneous withdrawal of troops of 
both countries from Jammu &Kashmir 
which further disappointed India. Moving 
ahead in the same spirit, on 30th March 
1951, UN Security Council adopted an-
other resolution and reaffirmed that the 
final disposition of the State of Jammu & 
Kashmir will only be made in accord with 
the will of people articulated through the 
democratic method of a free and unbiased 
plebiscite conducted under the patronage 
of the United Nations. Security Council by 
its Resolution also insisted the parties con-
duct a positive discussion with the United 
Nations Representative. 
On December 24, 1952, Resolution 98 
(1952) recalled the provisions of the Unit-
ed Nations Commission for India and Pa-
kistan. The council also reaffirmed that the 
resolutions of August 13, 1948, and Janu-
ary 5, 1949, which included the question 
of the accession of the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir to India or Pakistan would be de-
cided through a neutral plebiscite. All the 
previous resolutions seemed to gain noth-
ing. India’s response was also unfavourable. 
After the abortion of Article 370 in August 
last year, again there seemed to be a need 
for arbitration. Soon after the abrogation 
in August 2019, United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) in a special meeting has 
highlighted the disputed status of Indi-
an Occupied Kashmir and further called 
upon both Pakistan and India to exercise 
self-control and abstain from unilateral 

actions that would aggravate the situation. 
The year 2018 marked the 70th anniver-
sary of the First Indo-Pakistani War over 
Jammu and Kashmir and United Nations 
(UN) Security Council Resolution 47. In-
dia Pakistan relations are characterized by 
extreme crises at irregular intervals. Since 
the late 1980s, there has been a hazard that 
any grave predicament could conclude in 
a nuclear exchange. There is also a prob-
ability, and the probable costs of, such an 
exchange.
The major debate is centred that nuclear 
weapons can further increase the crisis be-
tween India and Pakistan. There are three 
main factors involved in the strategic re-
lationship between India and Pakistan. 
They are nuclear weapons, terrorism, and 
the concerns of the international com-
munity. Unlike in the Cold War strategic 
situation where the United States and the 
Soviet Union were in conversation first and 
foremost with each other whereas the de-
terrence game in South Asia has both sub-
state and extra-regional players involved. 
Since the 1998 nuclear tests, India and Pa-
kistan are engaged in a more severe crisis. 
The issue of Kashmir has more implication 
given the nuclearization of South Asia. 
Therefore Kashmir is a potential nuclear 
flashpoint between India and Pakistan. 
The abrogation of the special constitutional 
status of Kashmir by the Indian govern-
ment on August 5, 2019, also referred to 
as Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization 
Act 2019 and the subsequent lockdown 
in IOK has since noticeably augmented 
political and diplomatic tensions between 
both countries. The recent moves by India 
in IOK have internationalized the Kashmir 
dispute. This was obvious during the UN 
General Assembly’s Session, where the 
Kashmir dispute remained a vital agenda 
item for several countries. Last year, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, while addressing 
the UNGA cautioned the international 

community about the threats of a nuclear 
war that according to him might break out 
over Kashmir due to Indian atrocities and 
one-sided decisions to change the demo-
graphic status of the occupied valley. The 
present situation appears to be the most 
dangerous time for both countries as well 
as for the region. The current scenario 
stresses the need for mediation by the UN. 
United Nations needs to accomplish its 
responsibility to hold a plebiscite in IOK 
and to ensure the security of the people of 
Kashmir who are facing the brutalities of 
India since long. However, Indian blame 
game, hostile behaviour and odious nu-
clear signalling against Pakistan can’t be 
tolerated. Such behaviour by Indian au-
thorities would greatly limit the prospects 
for international mediation particularly 
by the United Nations whose resolutions 
on Kashmir offer a right of autonomy to 
decide the future of this disputed terri-
tory. In recent years, especially after the 
revocation of Article 370, the focus of the 
UN has again turned to Kashmir. It is also 
because of the human right violations in 
the area by Indian forces. Presently there 
is an utter deadlock between India and 
Pakistan regarding negotiations and dia-
logues which are indeed impossible in the 
current scenario. Any pragmatic approach 
from the international community is also 
missing. Even in the case of the United Na-
tions, the required pragmatism is missing 
when it comes to the human rights viola-
tions and sufferings of the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Kashmir dispute has a 
growing implication in the backdrop of 
nuclearization of South Asia. The gravity 
of the situation in South Asia is such that 
rational dictates the need for urgent mea-
sures and solving the Kashmir dispute are 
one of them. India’s attempt to re-escalate 
the conflict between India and Pakistan has 
further increased the tension at the local, 
regional and international levels particu-
larly after the echoes of nuclear weapons 
potential at both ends. Although the inter-
national community, particularly the U.N., 
NATO, and the U.S., all are concerned re-
garding this particular aspect but they have 
not done anything practically to resolve the 
main issue. Here it is pertinent to mention 
that the international community or UN 
has no chance to keep silent since the pos-
sible use of nuclear weapons is an evident 
threat. 
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Afghan Jihad (1979-1989)
After the Islamic revolution in Iran in 
March 1979, the next big eventwas the 
occupation of Afghanistan by the Soviet 
forces in December 1979. In anticipation 
to the Great Bear taking the next step in 
search of warm waters, Pakistan’s Pres-
ident Gen Zia-ul-Haq considered it pru-
dent to support the Afghan resistance 
movement and to fight the war on Afghan 
soil rather than waiting to fight the future 
war on Pak soil. After standing up to the 
Soviet challenge alone till June 1981, the 
US decided to join the war by extending 
material support to Pakistan and the Mu-
jahideen were named as holy warriors. 
FATA was turned into a forward base of op-
eration and training ground to launch the 
Mujahids and CIA brought in thousands 
of Mujahids from other Muslim countries. 
While the weapons and intelligence were 
provided by USA, and funds by the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), the overall 
coordinator and executor of covert and 
overt operations was the ISI. As per Bruce 
Reidel, the US spent only $4-5 billion, and 
the rest of the funding came from KSA.  
Joint efforts of Pakistan and the Mujahideen 
forced the Soviet forces to exit from Af-
ghanistan by February 1989. Their humil-
iating defeat and crashing economy splin-
tered USSR and reduced it to the Russian 
Federation in 1991, ending bi-polarism 

and the cold war between the two super-
powers. The ones who had elevated USA 
to the status of the sole superpower were 
left alone by the ungrateful USA to fend for 
themselves. The US then made India, which 
was the camp follower of USSR since its in-
ception, as its strategic partner and Paki-
stan was put under sanctions and scrutiny.  
Pakistan bore the fallout effects of the 
ten-year war in Afghanistan, which had 
given rise to religious extremism and sec-
tarianism in the 1990s. Even tough it was 
largely a nonviolent country, where sui-
cide attacks and explosive-filled vehicle 
explosions were unheard of. Baluchistan 
and FATA were peaceful and Pakistan was 
economically showing signs of progress. 

Post 9/11 Era
When 9/11 happened, the world was 
horror-struck over the dastardly ae-

The presence of a substan-
tial Pakistani Diaspora in 
Nairobi is another avenue 
through which both states 

can further enhance a 
stronger relationship.
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rial terrorism which claimed about 
3000 American lives. The whole world 
sympathized with USA and this sym-
pathy wave has not completely evapo-
rated even now after it was learnt that 
it was an in-house affair engineered by 
Zionists and neocons to achieve glob-
al ambitions. The Bush administra-
tion itched for revenge and launched 
a crusade against self-appointed 
terrorists without any evidence. 
The US once again befriended Pakistan 
to gain short term benefits, but under 
the condition that it will unfriend Tal-
iban regime in Kabul and provide all 
kinds of military and intelligence sup-
port to the US-NATO forces to occupy 
Afghanistan. Gen Musharraf in search 
of legitimacy agreed, but instead of 
giving a helping hand to 48-country 
alliance under the umbrella of ISAF 
to fight Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, 
he agreed to fight them on Pak soil 
when his arm was twisted in 2002.   

Terrorism used as a 
weapon against Pakistan
Gen Musharraf’s decision to send reg-
ular troops to South Waziristan to fight 
CIA created Al-Qaeda that had taken part 
in Afghan Jihad against the Soviet forces 
in Afghanistanalong with the Mujahi-
deen, triggered a backlash and for the 
first time the Waziri tribesmen picked 
up arms against Pak security forces. 
The plan envisaged spreading flames 
of terrorism in FATA to Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) and next Punjab. Simul-
taneously Baluchistan was to be made 
restive. In this the US, India, Afghanistan, 
UK, Israel were fully involved. Their in-
telligence agencies sat under one roof at 
SehraNeward north of Kabul and hatched 
conspiracies to destabilize Pakistan with 
the help of paid proxies, and to later 
on denuclearize it. Subsequently, scut-
tling of CPEC became an added target. 
RAW established 87 training camps 
and centres (66 in eastern and south-
ern Afghanistan and 21 in India). The 
Indian Embassy in Kabul acted as mas-
ter planner and 4 Indian Consulates 
filled with RAW agents worked as for-
ward coordinating centres. Iran was 
made as an auxiliary base of operation. 
Cross border terrorism was planned 
and executed at a massive scale from 
Afghan soil which was spearhead-
ed by RAW and 14 Indian intelligence 
agencies, and supported by, CIA, MI-
6, Mossad, BND, and NDS.Objectives 
were todestabilize, denuclearize, 
secularize and balkanize Pakistan.
CIA and FBI established Spider Web 
network in FATA in which retired com-
mando soldiers from Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan were inducted on high pay 
scale. Outward modus operandi was to 
net Al-Qaeda elements, but its task was 
to create space and areas of influence for 
Baitullah Masood and Abdullah Masood 
and pave the way for establishing Teh-
reek Taliban Pakistan (TTP) with ten-
tacles in all seven tribal agencies. Well 
over 400 to 600 pro-Pakistan elders, 

Maliks and religious leaders were killed 
in FATA and civil administration officials 
terrorized. Intelligence duties of FATA 
were taken over by CIA from the ISI and 
the latter tasked to kill/arrest Al-Qaeda 
operatives. The ISI and security forc-
es nabbed over 600 Al-Qaeda leaders 
and operatives and their Pakistani af-
filiates, who were handed over to CIA.  
The flames of terrorism were gradually 
spread from one tribal agency to anoth-
er. After making whole of FATA restive, 
and next KP, Islamabad and major cities 
of Punjab were also subjected to suicide 
attacks and group attacks, particular-
ly after Lal Masjid episode in July 2007.
Likewise terrorism was enflamed in 
Baluchistan in 2004 with the help of 
Bugti, Marri and Mengal Baloch tribes.
Shamsi airbase in Baluchistan was 
used by CIA to launch drones against 
anti-American elements in FATA, and 
those signing peace deal with the Pak 
Army. This base was also used by CIA 
to support Sunni Jundollah against Iran. 
Later on, urban Sindh was made turbu-
lent through MQM in 2010-11. No part 
of the country remained safe from acts 
of terror, which included, IED attacks, 
suicide attacks, explosive laden vehicle 
attacks, group attacks and target killings. 
Efforts were made to undermine Pak 
nuclear program by selling the nar-
rative that it was vulnerable and 
likely to fall in wrong hands. Idea 
of joint control was floated with a 
view to steal or disable the nukes.  
The new laws framed on terrorism by 
USA helped India, Afghanistan and Israel 
to fan terrorism in target countries. Fear-
ing to be declared a terrorist state, Gen 
Musharraf and his successors adopted a 
defensive, reactive and apologetic strat-
egy and not only refrained from coun-
tering the state terrorism of India and 
Afghanistan, but also failed to chalk out 
a counter narrative of Indo-Afghan-US 
narrative that Pakistan abets terrorism 
and others are victims. To please USA, 
Pak leaders kept doing more, not real-
izing that the demand of doing more 
was meant to tire and exhaust securi-
ty forces and to dishevel Pak economy.             

Crime-Politics-Fi-
nancial Terrorism 

Nexus
One reason behind not achieving 100% 
results is the nexus between crime-pol-
itics and financial terrorism about 
which former army chief Gen Raheel 
had stated in 2016 that without break-
ing this nexus, terrorism cannot be 
eliminated. In this, Mafias, some politi-
cal parties, religious groups, proscribed 
groups, NGOs, human rights activists, 
some think tanks and media persons 
on the payroll of foreign intelligence 
agencies promote foreign agenda. 
The current regime of PTI led by Imran 
Khan is trying to break the nexus of fi-
nancial terrorism, stop money launder-
ing, end corruption and eliminate the 
power of Mafias. So far, little progress 

has been made since the Mafias are too 
powerful and an alliance of 11 political 
parties under the umbrella of PDM has 
been formed, which is espousing the 
Indian narrative to disrepute the army, 
judiciary and the ruling government.  
Pak Media Expansionism

After stoking terrorism, the US helped 
Pakistan in expanding and modernizing 
electronic media with a hidden objec-
tive of using it as its own mouthpiece 
to win battle of minds. Not only George 
Bush dished out millions of dollars to 
Pak media, out of $7.5 billion Kerry Lu-
gar Bill aid package given to Pakistan 
in 2009 by Obama-Joe Biden adminis-
tration, $ 1.5 billion was for Pak media. 
The aid package was given under the 
condition that the released amounts 
would be distributed for the projects 
by the US appointed contractors and 
none else. The diplomatic embassies 
and consulates acted as safe havens 
as was seen in Raymond David case.

Afghan refugees
Segment of Afghan refugees living 
in camps and outside play into the 
hands of foreign agencies and pro-
vide refuge and guidance to the ter-
rorists launched from Afghanistan. 
The porous western border across 
which 40,000 people crossed dai-
ly from both sides and weak border 
management were other reasons for 
easy infiltration of non-state actors.  

The Intelligence Net-
work/Blackwater

CIA-FBIoutposts initially established 
in FATA, secretly brought in RAW-
NDS-Mossad-MI-6 agents to form a 
network. In 2008, thanks to Hussain 
Haqqani and Rahman Malik,Blackwa-
ter made its way. Its operatives rented 
residential houses in major cities of 
Islamabad, Peshawar, Lahore, Quet-
ta and Karachi, established a training 
centre at Sihala in a rented house to 
train security guards, set up an arms 
shop, and purchased tinted glassed 
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luxury cars. FBI took over immigra-
tion department at airports and sea-
port. The Blackwater and intelligence 
network made use of all anti-state el-
ements including TTP and media, and 
coordinated covert war and hybrid 
war. They indulged in target killings, 
abductions, created divisiveness in 
the society, polarized politics, spoilt 
civil-military relations, fanned ethnic-
ity, sectarianism, religious extremism, 
terrorismandspread gloom and doom. 
Over a period of time, foreign intelli-
gence agencies have gained contacts 
with all the proscribed group, and pen-
etrated each and every government 
and semi government department. This 
network helped in executing the US 
Navy Seals night attack in Abbottabad 
on May 2, 2011. This attack couldn’t 
have materialized without the blessing 
of the PPP regime and Hussain Haqqani 
posted as ambassador in Washington. 
He also drafted infamous Memo gate 
in October 2011, which was aimed at 
defanging the military and the ISI and 
putting the nuclear assets under IAEA 
control. Although DG ISI Lt Gen Shuja 
Pasha made huge efforts to roll back 
the influence of foreign agencies and 
push out Blackwater and achieved 
considerable success, however, the 
PML-N regime also pursued pro-US and 
pro-India policies and developed family 
relations with Modi and business rela-
tions with Indian businessman Jindan. 

Special cell in Delhi
After China-Pakistan signed the CPEC 
project in April 2014, a special cell 
was established at New Delhi under 
the direct supervision of NSA AjitDo-
val, which was heavily funded and was 
connected with KalbushanYadhav at 
Chahbahar. Sole aim of this cell was 
to subvert CPEC through proxy war. 
This cell has now come under the di-
rect supervision of Modi and so far, 

Rs.80billion have been allocated. A mi-
litia of 700 specially trained men has 
been formed and granted $60million 
to sabotage CPEC. The CPEC has be-
come a major eyesore for India, USA 
and Israel since it has the capacity to 
block global ambitions of imperialist 
powers. Pakistan has deployed two se-
curity divisions to protect the CPEC.  
Major counter-terrorism 
operations launched by 

Pakistan
Once the TTP reached closer to Mar-
gala Hills in Islamabad after captur-

ing Lower Dir and Buner, Operations 
Rah-e-Raast and Rah-e-Nijaat were 
launched in 2009 which helped in re-
covering 17 out of 19 administrative 
units that had come under the sway of 
TTP. During these operations, dozens 
of concealed caves laden with arms 
of all kinds, ammunition, explosives, 
IEDs, suicide jackets and Thora satel-
lite wireless sets were discovered. Sui-
cide training centre at Srarogha run by 
Qazi Hussain and a simulated paradise 
at Khaisura in South Waziristan were 
found. Several Hindus disguised as 
Imam Masjids were arrested. After the 
terror attack on Jinnah terminal, Opera-
tion Zarb-e-Azb launched in June 2014, 
which cleared North Waziristan and 
Khyber Agency. Huge caches of arms 
were seized, and hidden jails and IED 
manufacturing factories demolished.  
Writ of the state in lawless FATA was 
restored. The TTP and all its affiliates 
took refuge in Afghanistan. The three 
operations were at the cost of about 
4000 casualties of the brave-hearts. 
In Baluchistan, after a military oper-
ation in 2006-07, the Frontier Corps 
was strengthened and given front-

line security duties. The separatist 
agenda assigned to Baloch militant 
groups BLA, BRA, BLF, and Lashkar 
Baluchistan led by the absconding re-
bellious Baloch leaders was busted. 
In Sindh, Rangers and police were em-
ployed in September 2013 to eliminate 
urban terrorism, which was quashed in 
2016 after defanging militant wing of 
the MQM. Lights of port city were re-
stored. The MQM militants used to go to 
India by-air via Bangkok to be trained in 
target killings in four training camps in 
Dera Dun and Harayana. Runaway Jave-
dLangra received them at Delhi airport. 
One of the sources of arms procure-

ment were NATO containers stolen by 
Port & Shipping Minister Babar Ghori. 
Funds were delivered by RAW to Altaf 
Hussain living a lord’s life in exile in 
posh area of London since June 1992. 
Altaf and his absconding companions 
were given full protection and facili-
ties by British government and Mi-6. 
After a terror attack in Lahore, Opera-
tion RadulFasadwas launched in Feb-
ruary 2017, which was directed against 
financiers, facilitators, handlers and 
sleeping cells in urban centres all over 
the country. Tens of hundreds of intelli-
gence based operations were launched 
and pleasing results were achieved, but 
all have not been netted/destroyed. 
This is evident from the recurrence of 
acts of terror and in recent weeks the 
frequency has increased. Once Gen Qa-
marBajwa refused to ‘Do More’, and 
started constructing fence along the 
western border and improved border 
management, the displeased US not 
only cut off Close Support Fund (CSF) 
but also entangled Pakistan in the web 
of FATF. After placing it in grey list, the 
US is now threatening to blacklist it.
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PM Khan visited 
Afghanistan and 

reassured utmost 
cooperation for perpetual 

Peace in Afghanistan
  Afghanistan hails Pakistan’s 

commitment, vows diversifying 
bilateral cooperation: Afghan 

President 
Pakistan and Afghanistan agreed to pace 
up their joint efforts to reduce recent 
spate of terrorist incidents in Afghan-
istan through close coordination and 
intelligence sharing. Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan and Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani in a joint press stake-out at ARG 
Presidential Palace reaffirmed their 
commitment towards taking urgent 
steps leading to restoration of peace and 
stability in Afghanistan.
In Imran Khan’s maiden visit to the 
neighboring country, the focus of talks 
were deepening of bilateral ties, In-
tra-Afghan peace process and regional 
economic development. PM Khan as-
sured the Afghan government of Paki-
stan’s unflinching support and coop-
eration to end violence in Afghanistan 
including a ceasefire. 
“Let us know where we can help you. We 
assure you that we will be there to help 
reduce slur of violence in your country,” 
the Prime Minister told the Afghan pres-
ident, as the two spoke before the local 
and international media. Imran Khan 
expressed concern over the increasing 
level of violence in Afghanistan and 
supported the idea of establishment of 
committees from the two governments 
to hold mutual discussions. The Prime 
Minister said peace and connectivity 
was the best way to ensure prosperity 
of Pakistan, Afghanistan and also the en-
tire region. He regretted that the people 
of Afghanistan unfortunately suffered 
violence for four decades and said Paki-
stan was most concerned about the situ-
ation due to the fallout of situation in its 
own tribal areas.
He said Pakistan played a consistent 
role in Intra-Afghan dialogue and no-
ticed with concern the increasing level 
of violence despite the Qatar peace deal 
inked between the United States and 
Taliban in Doha, Qatar this February.
President Ashraf Ghani welcomed the 
Prime Minister, saying the visit was a 
“step to strengthen faith and coopera-
tion. Our common focus will be poverty 
eradication and empowerment of our 
countries,” Ghani told the media per-
sons on the occasion. He said enduring 

peace within the framework of joint 
cooperation was important to lead to-
wards a comprehensive ceasefire.
With PM Imran Khan’s visit, Ghani said 
a “foundation of trust was established 
today” to continue the journey towards 
sustainable peace. The Afghan Presi-
dent mentioned that during his meeting 
with Imran Khan, the two sides agreed 
that respect for Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) was in the hearts and minds 
of every Muslim and stressed that the 
world must differentiate between the 
‘negative comments’ from ‘freedom of 
expression’.

President desires further 
consolidation of Pak-

Kazakhstan ties
 
President Dr. Arif Alvi has underscored 
the need for further deepening and ex-
panding bilateral cooperation with the 
Republic of Kazakhstan in the areas of 
mutual interest like political, trade, cul-
tural and defence fields. He stated this 
during a meeting with Ambassador-des-
ignate of Pakistan to Kazakhstan, Mr. 
Sajjad Ahmed Seehar, who called on him, 
at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. While talking to 
the Ambassador-designate, the Presi-
dent said that regional integration and 
connectivity were the key drivers of 
economic development and China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC), in this 
regard, offered tremendous opportuni-
ties to countries of the region. He stated 
that Kazakhstan could also benefit from 
CPEC as it played vital role in promoting 
regional connectivity. He asked the Am-
bassador to make endeavors to promote 
parliamentary and cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. The Presi-
dent congratulated the Ambassador on 
his appointment as Ambassador to Ka-
zakhstan and expressed the hope that 
he would play active role in further pro-
moting economic and political relations 
between Pakistan and Kazakhstan.

Norov meets Ambassador 
Haque, acknowledged 

Pakistan’s contribution to 
strengthen SCO

Secretary General of Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) Vladimir Norov 
held a meeting with Pakistan Ambassa-
dor to China, Moin-ul-Haque and noted 
the contribution that Pakistan, as mem-
ber state, is making to strengthen the 
SCO’s foothold as well as the country’s 

growing interest in cooperation in the 
political, economic, cultural and human-
itarian spheres.
During the meeting, the Secretary Gen-
eral congratulated the Ambassador on 
his appointment to the new post and 
wished him every success in his profes-
sional career, according to a statement 
issued here.
He particularly emphasised the initia-
tives proposed by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, in particular, to set up the SCO 
Special Working Group on Poverty Re-
duction, the long term SCO youth strate-
gy and development of scholarship pro-
grammes in science and technology.
The parties underscored the need for 
strong coordinated action to implement 
the decisions taken in the interests of 
realising the potential of the SCO.
In turn, Ambassador Haque praised the 
role of the SCO as an organisation com-
mitted to the principles of multilateral-
ism and dedicated to expanding interna-
tional mutually beneficial cooperation 
while taking into account the interests 
of the member states.
During the meeting, the parties ex-
changed views on current issues on the 
international agenda and on the further 
development and strengthening of mul-
tifaceted cooperation within the SCO.

Ms Angela Aggeler, US 
Charge d’ Affaires to Pa-
kistan called on General 

Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS)

 Ms Angela Aggeler, US Charge d’ Affaires 
to Pakistan called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS). 
Matters of mutual interest including 
regional security situation particularly 
Afghan Peace Process were discussed 
during the meeting.  Visiting dignitary 
appreciated Pakistan’s contributions 
for conflict prevention in the region and 
relentless support provided in Afghan 
Peace Process. The dignitary also as-
sured of US continued assistance for the 
common cause of peace in Afghanistan.
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His Excellency Mr Andreas 
Ferrarese Ambassador of 
Italy to Pakistan visited 

NHQ, Islamabad
His Excellency Mr Andreas Ferrarese 
Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan visit-
ed NHQ, Islamabad and called on Chief 
of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi. Both the dignitaries 
discussed matters related to mutual in-
terests, regional security and bilateral 
collaborations.

 SCO Virtual meeting: 
PM Khan stressed 

that combating 
Covid-19 necessitates 
coherent and globally 
coordinated measures

Prime Minister Imran Khan aspires co-
ordinated global efforts to combat the 
novel coronavirus, saying that the “im-
perative of a common approach has 
increased manifold” amid the ongoing 
health crisis that has killed more than 
1.2 million people and wrecked the 
world economy. While speaking via vid-
eo link at the 20th meeting of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization’s (SCO) 
Council of Heads of State he said, “Hu-
manity faces the possibility of a slow re-
covery and a prolonged economic slump 
with rising poverty and inequality. Un-
der the circumstances, the imperative of 
a common approach to limit the spread 
of infectious diseases, reduce the effects 
and develop potential remedies has in-
creased manifold. Yet global harmony 
and multilateralism are undermined by 
rising geopolitical tensions, unilateral-
ism and isolationism.”
He lauded the SCO’s call for “effective 
multilateralism” and expressed the be-
lief that the forum, with its “core prin-
ciples of solidarity and mutual support, 
would be effective in combatting the 
effects of Covid-19. At a time, when 
the world is bereft of global vision and 
shared solutions, SCO has called for 
effective multilateralism, with the UN 
playing a central coordinating role. “
He also praised China for its “effective 
handling” of the virus as well as its as-
sistance to other countries, including 
Pakistan, to cope with the health crisis 
and remarked the Pak-China collabora-
tion for vaccine development. He added 

that there is more to be done and we call 
for “faithfully implementing UN Securi-
ty Council resolutions for peaceful solu-
tions to outstanding disputes. Unilateral 
and illegal measures to change the sta-
tus of disputed territories adversely af-
fect regional environment”. He repeated 
his belief that the Afghanistan conflict 
did not have a military solution and said 
that the “best way forward” was a ne-
gotiated political arrangement, adding 
that Pakistan supported an “Afghan-led 
and and the Afghan-owned peace pro-
cess”.

 Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs launches Science 

Diplomacy webpage
MOFA Islamabad launched its Science 
Diplomacy webpage which is part of the 
Ministry’s efforts to increase its contri-
bution to the global science diplomacy 
landscape and create synergies for in-
ternational scientific cooperation. The 
webpage was launched by the Foreign 
Secretary and it is consistent with ‘Vi-
sion F.O’ of the Foreign Minister.   
The webpage will provide a one-stop 
resource to the Science, Technology, In-
novation (STI) landscape of the country 
while also showcasing science and tech-
nology products and services portfolio 
from relevant institutions.
The webpage also includes a dedicated 
portal for registering overseas Pakistani 
STI professionals that will help create a 
‘Diaspora Outreach Research and Inno-
vation Network’, through which the Min-
istry, especially its Missions Abroad, can 
effectively engage with its international 
scientific community. The portal will 
also facilitate a mapping and foresight 
exercise to identify Pakistan’s interna-
tional knowledge community while ac-
knowledging their scientific and techno-
logical achievements.
During the launch, the Science Diplo-
macy Division at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs also unveiled its new action plan 
which focuses on SDGs related themat-
ic areas, science diplomacy platforms 
and institutions, and country-specific 
collaborations to provide direction to 
achieving its goals.

Recognizing the potential of Science, 
Technology, and Innovation (STI) to 
solve global problems and as a platform 
to facilitate the achievement of Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs), the 
Ministry had launched its Science Diplo-
macy initiative in 2018.

OIC Secretary General 
condemns Indian flagrant 

violence in IIOJK, FM 
urges collective endeavors 

to combat the menace of 
Islamophobia

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi had a telephone conversation 
with OIC Secretary General Dr. Yousef 
A. Al-Othaimeen, today. The two sides 
discussed a wide range of issues relat-
ed to the Muslim Ummah. The Foreign 
Minister highlighted that, as a founding 
member of the Organization, Pakistan 
attached utmost importance to the OIC 
and the issues of concern to the Muslim 
world. The Foreign Minister noted the 
rise in incidents of Islamophobia and 
hate speech against Muslims, includ-
ing desecration of the Holy Quran and 
reprinting of caricatures of the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH), which had seriously 
hurt the sentiments of Muslims around 
the world. The Foreign Minister high-
lighted the importance of collective 
endeavors to combat the scourge of Is-
lamophobia. Foreign Minister Qureshi 
apprised the Secretary General of the 
worsening human rights and human-

itarian situation in IIOJK since India’s 
illegal and unilateral actions of 5 August 
2019. He highlighted that India has pro-
mulgated new domicile rules and intro-
duced amendments in landownership 
laws to alter the demographic struc-
ture of the occupied territory, which 
is a clear violation of the relevant UN 
and OIC resolutions and international 
law. The Foreign Minister stated that 
besides continued lockdown, military 
siege and communication blackout for 
over one year, occupation forces have 
intensified repression of the Kashmiri 
population through extra-judicial kill-
ings in fake “encounters” and “collective 
punishment” for Kashmiri communities 
and neighborhoods. The Foreign Min-
ister appreciated the OIC’s consistent 
support on the Jammu and Kashmir 
dispute. The Foreign Minister and the 
Secretary General agreed to remain in 
touch regarding matters related to the 
OIC and the Muslim Ummah.
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November 8, 2020 marks 
the day when Virgin Hyper-
loop tested their first hu-
man travel in a high-speed 
levitating train system 

reaching up to 160km/h in just 6.25 
seconds. The first human trial with 
Virgin Hyperloop was conducted 
with the human passengers includ-
ing the executives of Virgin Hyper-
loop Josh Giegel, Chief Technology 
Officer, and Sara Luchian, Director 
of Passenger Experience at a speed 
of 172 km/h (107 mph) at the Virgin 
Hyperloop’s DevLoop test site in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. This is a giant leap in 
the transportation industry and it is 
expected that the future trails will 
lead to increased speed and safety 
measures for human transportation.
“With today’s successful test, we have 
shown that this spirit of innovation will 
change the way people everywhere live, 
work, and travel in the years to come. 
For the past few years, the Virgin Hyper-
loop team has been working on turning 
its groundbreaking technology into re-
ality,” said Sir Richard Branson, Founder 
of the Virgin Group.
Hyperloop is a sealed tube or system 
of tubes with low air pressure through 
which a pod may travel substantially 
free of air resistance or friction and it 
has potential to transport at hypersonic 
speeds at being very energy efficient at 
the same time. With the advent of this 
technology, the transportation industry 
is expected to change drastically, leaving 

the electric trains and aeroplanes ob-
solete due to the fast travel and energy 
efficiency of Hyperloop pods transpor-
tation system. According to an estimate, 
the Hyperloop train systems can travel 
at 1000 km/h, which is 3 times faster 
than high-speed rail and more than 10 
times faster than a traditional rail.
Elon Musk, the founder of SpaceX, Tes-
la and Neuralink tossed the idea in 
2012 through conceptualizing it as a 
reduced-pressure tubes transportation 
system using pressurized capsules ride 
on air bearings driven by linear induc-
tion motors and axial compressors. The 
Hyperloop technology is gaining trac-
tion since last decade when SpaceX and 
Tesla offered an open-source design of 

the vactrain and sponsored the Hyper-
loop pod competitions for the public 
to demonstrate the technical feasibili-
ty of various aspects of the Hyperloop 
concept. Ever since Musk and his com-
panies are promoting the idea for tech-
nological development and building 
prototypes by private companies and 
student-teams.
In 2019, The Technical University of Mu-
nich was successful in demonstrating 
the top-speed of their Hyperloop, now 
known as TUM Hyperloop, in a compe-
tition organized by SpaceX, recording 
the speed of the train as 463 km/h (288 
mph).
This hypothetical high-speed mode of 
transportation would have the follow-

Virgin Hyperloop - A Moonshot on Earth

Virgin Hyperloop is a giant leap 
in the transportation industry
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ing characteristics: immunity to weath-
er, collision-free, twice the speed of a 
plane, low power consumption, and en-
ergy storage for 24-hour operations.
Through this nascent development in 
the realm of transportation, the US has 
again secured its technological suprem-
acy and besides, the development has 
been supported by the US House of Rep-
resentatives, with multiple provisions 
moving the Hyperloop industry for-
ward at a rapid pace within the United 
States. In July 2020, the US Department 
of Transportation (USDOT) Secretary 
Elaine Chao and the Non-Traditional 
and Emerging Transportation Technol-
ogy (NETT) Council unveiled the guid-
ance document on a clear regulatory 
framework for Hyperloop in the United 
States. This historic announcement not 
only provides a pathway for Hyperloop 
regulation and deployment in the US but 
also establishes Hyperloop’s eligibility 
for federal funding for projects.
The proposed routes of Hyperloop sys-
tem in the US are under their planning 
phase and feasibility studies are under-
way for developing a Hyperloop corri-
dor route from Chicago to Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh for America’s first multistate 
hyperloop system in the Great Lakes 
Megaregion. In addition to the US, a de-
veloping country India is also in a pro-
cess of transferring this technology to 
their country where railway facilitates 
millions of people’s daily commute. In 
this regard, the Government of India is 
singing an agreement with the Hyper-
loop Transportation Technologies for a 
proposed route between Chennai and 
Bengaluru –having a distance of 345 
km, which could be covered in 30 min-
utes. Other projects in India to bring 
Hyperloop technologies include the 
transportation system between Mumbai 
and Pune (cut the travel time from the 
current 180 minutes to just 20 minutes) 
and connecting Amaravathi to Vijayawa-
da in a 6-minute ride.
Many of the active Hyperloop routes 
being planned currently are outside of 
the US. Hyperloop One published the 
world’s first detailed business case for 
a 500 km route between Helsinki and 
Stockholm, which would tunnel under 
the Baltic Sea to connect the two cap-
itals in under 30 minutes. Hyperloop 
One is also well underway on a feasibili-

ty study with DP World to move contain-
ers from its Port of Jebel Ali in Dubai. On 
8 November 2016, an announcement 
has been made for a new feasibility 
study with Dubai’s Roads and Trans-
port Authority for passenger and freight 
routes connecting Dubai with the great-
er United Arab Emirates. Hyperloop One 
is also working on passenger routes in 
Moscow and a cargo Hyperloop to con-
nect Hunchun in north-eastern China to 
the Port of Zarubino, near Vladivostok 
and the North Korean border on Rus-
sia’s Far East. In May 2016, Hyperloop 
One kicked off their Global Challenge 
with a call for comprehensive propos-
als of hyperloop networks around the 
world. In September 2017, Hyperloop 
One selected 10 routes from 35 of the 
strongest proposals: Toronto–Mon-
treal, Cheyenne–Denver–Pueblo, Mi-
ami–Orlando, Dallas–Laredo–Houston, 
Chicago–Columbus–Pittsburgh, Mexico 
City–Guadalajara, Edinburgh–London, 
Glasgow–Liverpool, Bengaluru–Chen-
nai, and Mumbai–Chennai.
TransPod is exploring the possibility 
of Hyperloop routes which would con-
nect Toronto and Montreal, Toronto to 
Windsor, and Calgary to Edmonton. Hy-
perloop Transportation Technologies 
(HTT) reportedly signed an agreement 
with the government of Slovakia in 
March 2016 to perform impact studies, 

with potential links between Bratisla-
va, Vienna, and Budapest and in Janu-
ary 2017, HTT signed an agreement to 
explore the route Bratislava—Brno—
Prague in Central Europe. In 2017, SIN-
TEF, the largest independent research 
organization in Scandinavia, announced 
they are considering building a test lab 
for Hyperloop in Norway. An agreement 
was signed in June 2017 to co-develop 
a hyperloop line between Seoul and Bu-
san in South Korea.
According to Musk, Hyperloop would 
be useful on Mars as no tubes would be 
needed because Mars’ atmosphere is 
about 1% the density of the Earth’s at 
sea level. For the Hyperloop concept to 
work on Earth, low-pressure tubes are 
required to reduce air resistance. How-
ever, if they were to be built on Mars, the 
lower air resistance would allow a Hy-
perloop to be created with no tube, only 
a track.
Some critics of Hyperloop focus on 
the experience—possibly unpleasant 
and frightening—of riding in a nar-
row, sealed, windowless capsule inside 
a sealed steel tunnel, that is subject-
ed to significant acceleration forces; 
high noise levels due to air being com-
pressed and ducted around the capsule 
at near-sonic speeds; and the vibration 
and jostling. Even if the tube is initially 
smooth, the ground may shift with seis-
mic activity. At high speeds, even minor 
deviations from a straight path may add 
considerable buffeting. This is in addi-
tion to practical and logistical questions 
regarding how to best deal with safety 
issues such as equipment malfunction, 
accidents, and emergency evacuations.
Hyperloop is a technology that, for its 
supporters at least, could have a huge 
impact. It could reduce air travel be-
tween big cities, boost economies and 
trade, and reduce the pressure on hous-
ing in cities by allowing commuters to 
live further away. However, none of this 
is anywhere near proven yet. There are 
major technical and business hurdles 
that Hyperloop technologies will need 
to surmount before they can carry pas-
sengers in comfort through a pneumatic 
tube, let alone change the world.
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The world is in the midst 
of a COVID-19 pandem-
ic. As WHO and part-
ners work together on 
the response -- tracking 

the pandemic, advising on crit-
ical interventions, distributing 
vital medical supplies to those in 
need--- they are racing to find a 
vaccine.Vaccines save millions of 
lives each year. Vaccines work by 
training and preparing the body’s 
natural defences --- the immune 
system--- to recognize and fight 
off the viruses and bacteria they 
target.  If the body is exposed to 
those disease-causing germs later, 
the body is immediately ready to 

destroy them, preventing illness.
Immunization currently prevents 
2-3 million deaths every year from 
diseases like diphtheria, tetanus, 
pertussis, influenza and measles. 
There are now vaccines to prevent 
more than 20 life-threatening dis-
eases, and work is ongoing at un-
precedented speed to also make 
COVID-19 a vaccine-preventable 
disease. There are currently more 
than 100 COVID-19 vaccine candi-
dates under development, with a 
number of these in the human trial 
phase. WHO is working in collab-
oration with scientists, business, 
and global health organizations 
through the ACT Accelerator to 
speed up the pandemic response. 
When a safe and effective vaccine 

is found, COVAX (led by WHO, GAVI 
and  CEPI) will facilitate the equi-
table access and distribution of 
these vaccines to protect people in 
all countries. People most at risk 
will be prioritized.At this point in 
the Covid-19 pandemic, three vac-
cine research and development 
groups—BioNTech and Pfizer; 
Moderna; and AstraZeneca and 
the University of Oxford—have re-
leased promising preliminary data 
about their Covid-19 vaccine can-
didates. So far, all of these candi-
dates have been safe in trials, and 
prevented Covid-19 in anywhere 
between 70% and 95% of trail 
subjects. Moderna and AstraZen-
eca plan on submitting their data 
to regulators for emergency use 
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authorization imminently; Pfizer 
and BioNTech already have.
This is good news for the end of 
the pandemic—but particularly for 
those countries that have already 
pre-ordered millions of doses of 
these three vaccine candidates. Ac-
cording to a tally from the Duke 
Global Health Innovation Center, 
individual countries and the Euro-
pean Union have already ordered 
2.8 billion doses of these potential 
vaccines. (Many countries have also 
pre-ordered vaccines from other 
companies, but these aren’t yet in 
late-stage clinical trials.)Should all 
three of these candidates gain reg-
ulatory clearance, four countries—
Canada, Japan, the UK, and the US—
could vaccinate more than 100% of 
their entire populations based on 
the number of these three vaccines 
they’ve already pre-ordered. (Each 
vaccine requires two doses to gen-
erate protection from Covid-19.)
The scramble to pre-order vaccines 
helped spur their rapid development. 
Essentially, these orders allowed 
vaccine developers to take on the fi-
nancial risk of clinical trials without 
knowing whether the candidate will 
work. In normal times, vaccine de-
velopment can take up to a decade 
because companies are only able to 
pay for clinical trials once they have 
enough data to be confident it will be 
successful.But it also creates a very 
real possibility that the vaccines will 
be unequally distributed. The Duke 
research group classifies as high or 
upper middle income the five coun-
tries and the EU that could poten-

tially vaccinate more than their pop-
ulations. According to mathematical 
models, if wealthy countries buy up 
all of the first available vaccines, the 
pandemic will actually kill more 
people than if these vaccines are 
distributed evenly across the globe.
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance—an in-
ternational consortium that includes 
the WHO and the Gates Founda-
tion—has created the Covid-19 
Vaccines Global Access Facility, or 
Covax, whose goal is to help dis-
tribute the rest of these vaccines 
across the globe. So far, they’ve 
received more than $2 billion in 
funding from countries, individu-
als, and philanthropic groups; they 
estimate that they’ll need an addi-
tional $5 billion to cover the rest of 
the world. Covax has so far pre-or-

dered 300 million doses of the As-
traZeneca/University of Oxford 
vaccine and 200 million from Sanofi 
and GlaxoSmithKline (which is still 
in early stages of clinical testing), 
but those won’t be enough to cover 
the populations of the 92 countries 
that may need help buying them.
Correction (Nov. 25): An earlier ver-
sion of this story showed twice the 
rate of vaccine coverage for coun-
tries in the second chart due to an 
error in data interpretation. We 
have updated the chart, and up-
dated the story to reflect that only 
four countries, not six, currently 
have pre-ordered enough vaccines 
to vaccinate their entire countries.
Data is collected from 
World Economic Forum and 
World Health Organization
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Tourism is the largest eco-
nomic industry in the Mal-
dives, as it plays an import-
ant role in earning foreign 
exchange revenues and em-

ploying 2500 people in the tertiary 
sector of the country. The archipela-
go of the Maldives is the main source 
of attraction to many tourists visiting 
the island country.
The Maldives is 99% water and just one 
percent land. And as one might expect, 
the thrills of the Maldives lie on, under 
or over the surface of the water. Wher-
ever you choose to holiday in the Mal-
dives, there is watersports on offer. But 

be mindful that some resorts prefer to 
offer their guests complete tranquility 
without the sound of motorized engines 
that propel many a ride on the water. 
But even those resorts would offer re-
laxing canoe rides, wind surfing, snor-
keling and diving. 
The Maldives offers a host of facilities 
and opportunities to fuel your sense of 
excitement. Whether you are staying 
on a plush resort, a hotel in Male’, or 
in a simple guesthouse on an island in 
an atoll far away, there is a lot you can 
choose for yourself or for your family. 
Entertainment and daily excursions are 
on the menu wherever you are. Excur-

sions offer an experience for you or your 
family, to take in more of the Maldives. 
Sandbanks that dazzle under the midday 
sun, snorkeling over pristine reefs, and 
experiencing local island towns is part 
of half day or full day excursions, what’s 
more a barbeque on the beach for lunch 
is often thrown in to get that addition-
al punch to the day’s experience. How 
about night fishing or dolphin watching, 
swimming with whale sharks and man-
tas? On land there is beach volley, ten-
nis, volleyball and badminton. For the 
kids there are child play areas and fun 
activities in many of the resorts. 
The Maldives is blessed with about 5% 
of the global reef area, and 250 species 
of coral teeming with over 1000 species 
of fish.  Nearly half those who visit the 
Maldives snorkel or dive and to expe-
rience the colorful world beneath the 
surface. While some dedicate their hol-
iday entirely to experience the magic 
underwater, others take a more leisure-
ly approach. A dive center is an essen-
tial component of any resort and there 
are more than one dive centers in most 
of the guesthouse islands. Liveaboards 
carry their own dive gear if the tour is 
dedicated to diving and all liveaboards 
without exception would carry a collec-
tion of snorkeling equipment.
Each island has its own “house reef” 
which serves as a coral garden and natu-
ral aquarium for scuba divers and snor-
kelers. The shallow water enclosed by 
the house reef also serves as a large nat-
ural swimming pool and protects swim-
mers from the ocean waves and strong 
tidal currents outside the house reef.
In the Maldives, a spa is, let’s say, more 
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than just a spa. It’s an experience, a 
journey that will touch your soul. A 
journey that you can indulge yourself 
in, and an opportunity to splurge on 
your mind, body and soul. Spas in Mal-
dives are an experience in themselves. 
Sprawling garden spas, with massage 
rooms merged into their lush tropical 
surroundings, or one built on stilts over 
the crystalline waters of the lagoon, it’s 
for you to choose. Immerse yourself in 
meditation. Just you and the boundless 
blue horizon, where the endless sea 
merges into the sky, with not a speck 
that distract you from your mind.
The Maldives is made up of thousand 
two hundred islands, all different in 
their own unique ways. The geogra-
phy of Maldives alone is something one 
would not get tired of observing. The ar-
chipelago is made up of 26 atolls, rings 
formed of islands and reefs of varying 
shapes, depths and sizes that present 
hues of blue, turquoise to indigo. Vis-
it any one of the country’s two hun-
dred inhabited islands and observe our 
unique lifestyle, shaped over millennia, 
by the unique make-up of the tiny is-
lands they inhabit and the seas that sur-
rounds them.  Their culture, cuisine and 
craft have been shaped by the resources 
that were available from our surround-
ings and the skills that were brought in 
by the waves of settlers from around 
the Indian Ocean, who made the islands 
their home, over thousands of years. 
Tourism in the Maldives has started in 
1972 with only three hotels, now – there 
are more than 100 operational resorts. 
The unique condition of Maldives is 
that one island is one resort, meaning 
that one hotel occupies the whole is-
land. By doing so, resorts provide more 
privacy and more luxury for their visi-
tors. The Maldives are also trying to stay 
eco-friendly and use more of solar ener-
gy rather than diesel. The Maldives pro-
vide facilities and services, entertain-
ment and telecommunication services, 
they also provide numerous resorts, ho-
tels, guest houses, and liveboards.
As of 1st December 2020, Dhigali Mal-
dives is ready to welcome back guests to 
their little piece of paradise. In this time 
of uncertainty, they would like to assure 
you that their commitment to your trav-
el plans remains their utmost priority.
The tourism industry is especially vul-
nerable to climate change: as one of 
the island nations expected to be most 
impacted by climate change, sea level 
rise and subsequent increased extreme 
weather, coastal flooding, and coral 
bleaching damage the natural attrac-
tions that bring many of the tourist to 
the country.
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Mongolian cuisine predom-
inantly consists of dairy 
products, meat, and ani-
mal fats. The most com-
mon rural dish is cooked 

mutton. In the city, steamed dumplings 
filled with meat—”buuz”— are popu-
lar. The extreme continental climate of 
Mongolia has influenced the traditional 
diet. Use of vegetables and spices are 
limited. Due to geographic proximity 
and deep historic ties with China and 
Russia, Mongolian cuisine is also influ-
enced by Chinese and Russian cuisine.
The nomads of Mongolia sustain their 
lives directly from the products of do-
mesticated animals such as cattle, hors-
es, camels, yaks, sheep, and goats, as well 
as game. Meat is either cooked, used as 
an ingredient for soups and dumplings 
(khuushuur, manti), or dried for winter 
(borts). The Mongolian diet includes a 
large proportion of animal fat, which 
is necessary for the Mongols to with-
stand the cold winters and their hard 
work. Winter temperatures are as low 
as −40 °C (−40 °F) and outdoor work 
requires sufficient energy reserves. Milk 
and cream are used to make a variety of 
beverages, as well as cheese and similar 
products.
The nomads in the countryside are 
self-supporting on principle. Travelers 
will find gers marked as guanz in reg-
ular intervals near the roadside, which 
operate as simple restaurants. In the 
ger, which is a portable dwelling struc-
ture (yurt is a Turkic word for a similar 
shelter, but the name is ger in Mongo-
lian), Mongolians usually cook in a cast-
iron or aluminum pot on a small stove, 
using wood.

The most common rural dish is cooked 
mutton, usually without any other in-
gredients. To accompany the meats, veg-
etables and flour products may be used 
to create side dishes as well. In the city, 
every other local displays a sign saying 
“buuz”. Those are steamed dumplings 
filled with meat. Other types of dump-
lings are boiled in water (bansh, manti), 
or deep fried in mutton fat (khuushuur). 
Other dishes combine the meat with 
rice or fresh noodles made into various 
stews (tsuivan [ru], budaatai khuurga) 
or noodle soups (guriltai shöl).

Khorkhog
Khorkhog is a barbecue dish in Mongo-
lian cuisine. Khorkhog is made by cook-
ing pieces of meat inside a container, 
which also contains hot stones and wa-
ter, and is often heated from the outside. 
When the dish is ready, the cook hands 
out portions of meat along with the hot 
stones which are tossed from hand to 
hand and are said to have beneficial 
properties. Khorkhog is a popular dish in 
Mongolian cuisine, but it is generally not 
served in restaurants. 

Buuz
It is a type of Mongolian steamed dump-
ling filled with meat. An example of au-
thentic Mongolian and Buryatian cuisine, 
the dish is traditionally eaten at home 
during Tsagaan Sar, the Lunar New Year. 
These days it is also offered at restau-
rants and small cafes throughout the cap-
ital of Ulaanbaatar.

Borts
Borts is air-dried meat cut into long 
strips which are hung in the shade. The 
Mongolian nomadic lifestyle and the lo-
cal climatic conditions gave rise to spe-
cific methods of preserving meat. The 
most widespread one is air-drying or 
‘bortsloh’. The strips are hung on strings 
under the roof of a ger, where the air is 
free to circulate. After about a month the 
meat is dry, having turned into small, 
hard, wooden-like sticks with a brown 
color. This method of preservation caus-
es the volume of the meat to shrink 
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significantly. The dried borts is broken 
into small pieces or ground to a coarse 
and fibrous powder. Borts is more nutri-
tious, and said to be tastier, than other 
modern field rations. There is an uncon-
firmed method from old times: Mongo-
lian nobles relied on borts for months-
long journeys. Dried carefully for three 
years and then ground into a fine pow-
der, until it all could fit through a sieve. 
It further shrinks volume of the borts 
so whole cow’s meat can fit into a cow’s 
bladder. Just a pinch of borts prepared 
like this said to able to nourish 3-4 peo-
ple in a soup form.

Airag
Airag is Mongolian traditional drink. 
Rural people making summer time in it. 
1000-3000 times bit it in cow’s skin bag. 
(leader bag) Mongolian people used to 
airag in Naadam festival, wedding, New 
year and others. Some people can drink 
2-3 letre one sit. Airag has included 

7-8% of alcohol. So you will drink a lot 
of airag maybe you hang over. Airag is 
Mongolian respect and safely drink so 
you never to spit and drop it outside. 
During the Naadam and New year festi-
val who win the wrestling competition, 
people present him with one big bowl 
airag. Also, horse racing competition 
whose horse wins people drop the airag 
horse’s croup.

 Boortsog
It is a type of fried dough food found in 
the cuisines of Central Asia, Idel-Ural, 
Mongolia and the Middle East. It is 
shaped into either triangles or some-
times spheres. The dough consists of 
flour, yeast, milk, eggs, margarine, salt, 
sugar, and fat, and often decorated with 
a criss-cross pattern by pressing the 
bottom of a small strainer on the dough 
before it is fried. Boortsog is often eaten 
as a dessert, with sugar, butter, jam, or 
honey. They may be thought of as cook-
ies or biscuits, and since they are fried, 
they are sometimes compared to dough-
nuts. Mongolians and Turkic peoples 
sometimes dip boortsog in tea. In Central 
Asia, baursaki are often eaten alongside 

chorba.
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Pakistan Super League concluded by Karachi Kings 
winning the title for first time.Remarkably, Karachi 
Kings won the PSL title by outplaying the Lahore Qa-
landars in the final by margin of five wickets and eight 
balls to spare. The finals were held at Karachi –city of 

lights without any audience due to COVID-19. The series was 
put to halt before due to the spread of pandemic, like all oth-
er international sporting events.hasing Lahore’s 134 for seven 
wickets in 20 overs, Azam hammered seven boundaries on his 
way to 63 that helped his team clinch the match with eight balls 
to spare at the National Stadium here. Karachi finished at 135 for 
five wickets in 18.4 overs.Karachi speedsters WaqasMaqsood, 
Umaid Asif, and Arshad Iqbal also played key roles for their 
team, as they captured two wickets each to check Lahore Qa-
landars’ progress after Lahore captain Sohail Akhtar won the 
toss and opted to bat.The top scorer for Lahore was Bangladeshi 
opener Tamim Iqbal, who scored 35 off 38 balls while Fakhar 
Zaman chipped in with a 24-ball 27.Chasing, Karachi lost 
opener Sharjeel Khan (13) early, but Azam kept one end go-
ing and ensured that his team crossed the line. The second top 
scorer was West Indies’ wicket-keeper Chadwick Walton, who 
made 22 off 27 balls.Fittingly, Karachi captain ImadWasim (10 
not out) hit the winning boundary off speedster Shaheen Shah 
Afridi.The PSL had started on February 20 and 30 and matches 
were played until March 15, when the tournament was stopped 
due to Covid-19 pandemic. The playoffs began on Saturday.
Babar Azamwas named Player of the HBL Pakistan Super 
League 2020. Babar finished the tournament with 473 runs, 
including three player of the match awards, that also helped 

him to win the award for Best batsman of the HBL PSL 2020 
award. He is the second Karachi Kings’ player to win the pres-
tigious award after Ravi Boparawas declared Player of the HBL 
PSL 2016 after aggregating 329 runs and taking 11 wickets.
Shaheen Shah Afridi won the Best bowler of the HBL PSL 
2020. He took 17 wickets, at a strike-rate of 16.4 and econo-
my-rate of 7.11.Shaheen’s Lahore Qalandars’ team-mate Ben 
Dunk lifted the award for Best wicketkeeper of HBL PSL 
2020 after accounting for nine batsmen behind the wickets.
Haider Ali was declared the Emerging Player of the HBL 
PSL 2020. The 20-year-old justified his category by first 
making an impression in the first half of the tourna-
ment that earned him a Pakistan call-up before finishing 
the competition with 239 runs at a strike-rate of 157.23.
Fakhar Zaman was named as the Best Fielder of 
the HBL PSL 2020 when his fitness and agility not 
only helped him to save critical runs and create run-
out opportunities, but also finished with 10 catches.
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“Overall, the credit for the overwhelming success of 
HBL PSL 2020 in Pakistan goes to all participants 
who galvanised and entertained the nation with 
some attractive, aggressive and competitive crick-
et. Through the HBL PSL as well as the National 
T20 Cup and the ongoing Quaid-e-Azam Trophy, 
the selectors as well as cricket fans and followers 
have been able to spot and identify a number of ex-
cellent cricketers, who I am sure we’ll see in inter-
national cricket at some stage,” said Ramiz Raja.
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BOOK REVIEW

It has been a hard time for human rights 
recently. The rise of right wing popu-
lism in Britain and the US, the rollback 
of democracy in Hungary and Poland, 
the ongoing extrajudicial killings in the 
Philippines, and the atrocities committed 
against the Rohingya in Myanmar could 
lead one to conclude that the protection 
of human rights is declining around the 
world, and this is on top of the largest 
refugee crisis the world has seen since 
WWII.It is not just the news that purports 
to show the limits of human rights laws, 
institutions, and movements in protect-
ing individuals but a slew of academic 
books are making the same claims as 
well. Recent works by Samuel Moyn, Eric 
Posner, and Stephen Hopgoodall critique 
and challenge the effectiveness of human 
rights movements, law and institutions. It 
is against these claims that Kathryn Sik-
kink has written her new book Evidence 
for Hope: Making Human Rights Work in 
the 21st Century. Sikkink is a well-known 
scholar in the field of human rights and 
has written many groundbreaking works. 
There is perhaps no one more suited to 
provide a well-reasoned, articulate, and 
passionate response to the many recent 
critiques offered on the efficacy of hu-
man rights.Sikkink’s argument is divided 
into two main parts. First, she purports 
to demonstrate the legitimacy of human 
rights, and second she seeks to demon-
strate their effectiveness. In doing this, 
she defends human rights law, move-
ments, and institutions from four very dif-
ferent critics – “repressive governments, 
the general public, human rights activists, 
and academics.”. Obviously, the critiques 
from these four groups vary considerably 
but they coalesce into claims that human 
rights are illegitimate, or lack legitimacy, 
and/or are ineffective in securing a life 
of dignity for many people around the 
world.Before defending the legitimacy 
and effectiveness of human rights, Sik-
kink lays the ground rules for her defense 
in Chapter 2. Specifically, she asks, “com-
pared to what?” In other words, defending 
or critiquing human rights is an exercise 
in comparison but regardless of which 
effort one is engaging in they need to be 
specific about what they are comparing. 
“The single biggest unrecognized and 
unnamed source of disagreement among 
human rights scholars and within human 
rights movements is a matter of mea-
surement: the difference between those 
making empirical comparisons and those 
making comparisons to an ideal.”Sikkink 
argues that a lot of the disagreement over 
the legitimacy and effectiveness of hu-
man rights comes down to an unspoken 
assumption among critics and defenders 

on what grounds they are making their 
claim. Are they making their claim based 
on comparing current human rights prac-
tices to an ideal, or to how things were 
in the past? Depending on which base of 
comparison one chooses, one could come 
to widely different conclusions. Sikkink 
herself states that she is using empirical 
comparison as the basis for making her 
claims in the book. “Starting with a spe-
cific human rights violation, I look at how 
the practice has changed over time. I com-
pare, for example what discrimination 
against women in the workplace was like 
fifteen years ago to how it is today” 
The rest of Chapter 2 explicitly addresses 
academic critiques of human rights. Sik-
kink argues that many of the recent aca-
demic critiques of human rights use com-
parison to the ideal as their base, which 
by itself is not problematic but many of 
the critiques also use an implicit compari-
son to the ideal, meaning they never state 
explicitly what ideal they are comparing 
contemporary human rights standards or 
movements to, just simply that they are 
failing. Additionally, she points out that 
many of these critiques claim that human 
rights laws or institutions often lead to 
some bad outcome but they never specify 
what the “hidden causal connection” is.In 
Chapters 3 and 4, Sikkink defends the le-
gitimacy of human rights by focusing on 
their diverse origins and the struggle for 
their realisation during the Cold War. One 
of the critiques against human rights that 
Sikkink defends against is that “powerful 
states of the Global North proposed the 
idea of international protection of hu-
man rights, wrote human rights laws, and 
imposed them on the weak states of the 

Global South against their will”. Sikkink 
provides a quite detailed history of the 
involvement of significant figures from 
the Global South (primarily from Latin 
American countries) who were respon-
sible for shaping the original documents 
of human rights law and institutions 
such as the American Declaration of the 
Rights and Duties of Man and the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights. She also 
provides a rich and thorough discussion 
of the twists and turns in the promotion 
of human rights during the Cold War 
which is a process she describes as one 
of “struggle, despair, setbacks, and some-
times,astonishing results”. One main idea 
Sikkink derives from all this history is that 
the promotion of human rights whether 
in the Global North or Global South is con-
tentious and often done by groups in the 
minority. It is this struggle that charac-
terizes the human rights movement over 
the last 70 to 80 years, which occasionally 
bears important fruit.
In Chapters 5 and 6, Sikkink moves 
from defending the legitimacy of human 
rights to examining their effectiveness. 
Her overall summary of the current data 
on human rights protection around the 
world is that there is less violence and 
fewer human rights violations now than 
in the past. Sikkink proposes three causes 
for disagreement on the effectiveness of 
human rights – invisible harms and the 
information paradox, cognitive biases, 
and changing standards of accountabili-
ty. Sikkink reminds us that most human 
rights violations are invisible (i.e. domes-
tic violence, torture) and one of the goals 
of human rights movements is to expose 
these invisible harms. 
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