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World with Coronavirus

The Coronavirus pandemic is not going elsewhere for at least 
next one year or more. Some experts predict, emergence of 
some more effective and horrible virus in future. Even ad-

vanced countries with much more resources are unable to cope 
with the situation. Therefore, we have to live with this virus for 
some time until a vaccine is developed. Post Covid-19 world is 
going to be a completely changed world with different socio-eco-
nomic values and mechanism. People will have to learn to live 
with developed habits of using sanitizers, gloves, security kits 
and other protective gears.
The coronavirus has not spread as fast in Pakistan as in European 
countries rather the challenge faced by the country is more so of 
poverty rather than the pathogen infection. the impact of the coro-
navirus on Pakistan’s already fragile economy, as the death toll in 
the country due the pandemic neared 600 with over 26,000 infec-
tions. In Pakistan 25 million people earn daily wages.
Due to lockdown they went out of jobs and the government came 
up with immediate emergency cash transfers. Pakistan has made 
significant progress on mitigating impact of pandemic on economy 
in the form of economic stimulus package, amounting to Rs.1.25 
trillion (25,0000 crore), to provide relief to the poor and vulnerable 
segments of society and to support various sectors of the economy 
that have adversely been hit by COVID-19 pandemic.
The developed world is facing different experiences in the wake of 
coronavirus pandemic than that of the developing countries like Pa-
kistan, India and Bangladesh. Actually, Pandemic has jolted entire 
fabrics of global financial and economic systems.
Worthy Readers! the June Edition of Melange, International Maga-
zine is in your hands to quench your thirst of reading. This edition 
carries a number of special scholarly research reports, articles writ-
ten in the view of prevailing situation of pandemic. Readers may 
find updated current report about the havoc played by the pandem-
ic to global and domestic economies. Moreover, our worthy writers 
have also presented a large number of recommendations regarding 
economic revival of Pakistan. 
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The emergence of corona-
virus definitely qualifies 
as a national security cri-
sis. It is also a reason of 
extensive anxiety. Nucle-
ar war was the immense 
fear of the 20th century 

and institutions around the globe were 
built to respond to such threats. But 
Covid-19 has shown that the world was 
sightless. This lack of coordination 
against a global pandemic is one of the 
biggest challenges the world faces to-
day. After all, the 21st Century’s biggest 
threats are systemic: and to fend them 

off, we need to rethink the very nature 
of national security. While it’s complete-
ly predictable that sovereign nations 
must focus on their own interests, we 
can now see that there must be a bigger 
picture approach. The US-China trade 
dispute has damaged climate action by 
endangering access to significant raw 
materials required for the clean energy 
evolution, imported largely from China. 
The US and EU were exchanging draco-
nian tariffs on each other for industrial 
production relating to cars, aircraft and 
beyond. These joint tariffs were hurting 
both economies and undermining in-

 Key 
Takeaways

News regarding coronavirus, on-
line social media rumors, and in-
creasing government response 
have brought intensifying anxiety 
to the public psyche. In fact, anxiety 
and mass panic have spread quick-
ly. COVID-19 showed us that how 
medically vulnerable we are, even 
the developed Nations felt it too. 

The globe inability to assemble a 
powerful intensive care capacity is 
also a clear challenge for world. Su-
per and great powers were limited 
to their own selves for dealing with 
Covid-19 with lack of global leader-
ship. However China emerged to be 
a leader among others.  Its ‘mask di-
plomacy’ is successful and it is run-
ning from pillar to post to win the 
hearts and minds of global audienc-
es. Though there are apprehensions 
about it as well. It became evident 

COVID-19 & National Security

Global & Domestic Security 
Scenarios Amid Coronavirus

Amna Malik

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 

and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

The US-China trade 
dispute has 

damaged climate 
action by endangering 
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centives within these industries to in-
vest in sustainable improvement. At the 
same time, they encouraged each side to 
compete viciously, risking environmen-
tally dangerous practices. The UK and 
EU Brexit break-up, which showed no 
signs of a pleasant decision prior to the 
pandemic, had put at risk combined ef-
forts to attain the 2050 emissions-neu-
trality goal which both parties had com-
mitted to. While the EU planned to speed 
ahead with a healthy green policy 
framework, the UK as yet did not have 
anything remotely similar. Similarly, the 
EU’s clean transport plan had depended 
on a disjointed biofuels policy which un-
necessarily created the risk of a new 
trade war with the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), which in-
clude fastest growing economies in the 
world. The EU had simultaneously 
barred palm oil for biodiesel, labeling it 
indefensible, while protecting its own 
dirty biofuel industries. The irony is that 
while scientists caution that banning 

palm oil would deteriorate deforesta-
tion they have also highlighted how do-
mestic EU biofuels can still produce 
higher carbon emissions than petrol. 
While the coronavirus pandemic has 
provisionally alleviated concentration 
to these tensions, the veracity is that it 
was the myopic obsession with these is-
sues that heightened our global vulnera-
bility to a systemic crisis in the first 
place. As the coronavirus pandemic es-
calates, the chore of rethinking the polit-
ical and economic fundamentals of a 
more rational approach to national se-
curity remains increasingly urgent. Na-
tional security, federal politics and eco-
nomic priorities, need to adapt 
holistically to the new global landscape 
of complex security threats. One of the 
chief unknowns is how this catastrophe 
will play into rising nationalism in re-
cent years. It could be the spread of the 
virus underlines the global, unified na-
ture of our world and this leads to better 
teamwork, including in information 
sharing about any new pandemics. ‘Bio-
logical espionage’ has a long history in 
the Cold War. In the future, the emphasis 
may be less about weapons and more 
about vaccines. The disease and its af-
termath should prompt a robust debate 
over how best to preserve the national 

security. The most obvious effect of a 
disease that may result in the instability 
of a nation or region is the death toll.  
Diseases with high mortality rates, es-
pecially if highly prevalent, can pose a 
direct risk to a nation’s security by 
threatening to sicken and kill a signifi-
cant portion of the population; while a 
disease that targets sectors of a popula-
tion that are relied upon for production 
and military protection are obviously a 
danger. This unfamiliar, unseen intruder 
is a threat to national security no less 
than the familiar ones we have been 
dealing with for years. It will disrupt our 
social lives, wreak havoc with our econ-
omy and, most important, will threaten 
us physically. The numbers of lives lost 
around the globe are no illusion, and 
provide evidence for what will happen if 
we fail to take the steps that must be 
taken. Pakistan is well aware of the real-
ity which is why soon after mergence of 
Coronavirus National Security Commit-
tee (NSC) meeting was held to discuss 
the looming healthcare crisis. In the 
light of decisions been taken in the 
meeting, National Coordination Com-
mittee for Covid-19 has been estab-
lished to monitor the situation and take 
necessary decisions on a daily basis. The 
committee has the representation of all 
provinces and relevant stakeholders. No 
one ever thought of an abrupt upside 
down which actually happened and 
been faced. Everything was going well 
then china had informed the World 
Health Organization about a thread of 
pneumonia-like cases in Wuhan. Three 
months later this localised health crisis 
has turned into a pandemic. Every part 
of the world is dealing with this pan-
demic. Developing nations are facing 
worse situation in this dealing with lim-
ited resources and financial constraints. 
Currently, the global economy is in a 
state of paralysis. Questions are being 
asked about whether global capitalism 
will ever be the same again. More than 
one quarter of the world’s 7.8 billion 

that only proactive approaches and 
innovative solutions to complex 
problems and issues can be expect-
ed to help the government to over-
come the current crisis. COVID-19 
has exposed societal weakness-
es around the world—in health 
care, homelessness, and inequali-
ty. Health care systems depend on 
vulnerable global supply chains for 
vital equipment. I had the luxury of 
returning from Rome early to pur-
chase a modest stockpile of neces-

sities and hunker down, but 80 per-
cent of humanity lives on less than 
US$10 a day and will face this pan-
demic with no social or economic 
safety net whatsoever. These weak-
nesses both exacerbate, and are 
exacerbated by, a global pandemic. 
The recent outbreak of the pandem-
ic has explicitly demonstrated that 
it is not the market but the state that 
can contain the pandemic. States in 
the world are reasserting their writ.
 

Rise of Asian Currencies - fall of the 
greenback

Pakistan, China and Russia decide to conduct trade in local curren-
cies skip dollars. The eight-member countries of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO), including China, Russia, and Pakistan, 
have made the principle decision to conduct bilateral trade and in-
vestment and issue bonds in local and national currencies instead of 
US dollars. Russia, as chairman of the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation, has called for suggestions from all member states for trade 
and investment in local currencies. After a detailed review of these 
proposals in Moscow’s meeting, a system of mutual settlement of na-
tional currencies will be introduced for the member countries of the 
SCO. Reports say that if the trade and investment between the mem-
ber states of the SCO begin in national currencies instead of dollars 
and pounds, it will be a big breakthrough. It will also strengthen the 
national currencies of the member countries and promote mutual 
trade and investment.
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people are now largely restricted to 
their homes due to the need of social 
distancing and essential lockdowns. In 
most parts of the world, borders are 
closed; airports, hotels and businesses 
are shut. Educational institutes are 
closed. These extraordinary measures 
are scattering the social fabric of some 
societies and disrupting many econo-
mies.  Many people have lost their jobs. 
There are apprehensions regarding 
widespread of hunger in poor countries. 
The post coronavirus world will divulge 
the distinguished Chinese spheres of in-
fluence in parts of Africa, Eastern Eu-
rope, Latin America and Southeast Asia, 
as countries form these regions will de-
pend more on china than the western 
economies. When there seems to be eco-
nomic slump, the digital world seems to 
be thriving and it will move forward the 
same way. In the post-pandemic world, 
technology will be as ever-present as it 
is now, if not more. Tech companies will 
become even more influential and dom-
inant. The current pandemic has in-
creased the need to revise the National 
security policy which can deal with any 
such situation in the future. As more 
businesses move their operations on-
line, there could be an uptick in cyber-
crime or ransomware attacks with ter-
rorists and criminals seeking to exploit 
the coronavirus crisis. Pakistan was 
among six countries back in 2017 who 
took steps to evaluate its ability against 
a global pandemic according to the 
World Bank. Now, a new national securi-
ty definition needs to be part of Paki-
stan’s national security apparatus cov-
ering the environment, public health, 
pandemics, economic crises and other 
areas of public interest. The army al-
ready considers the economy a national 
security subject in Pakistan. There is 
ample reason to treat pandemic disease 
as a national security priority. The con-

cept of non-traditional security is given 
credence because of how many intangi-
ble threats have now emerged to chal-
lenge a nation’s security. However, the 
exponential advances in technology 
have also brought numerous challenges, 
which manifest themselves in the shape 
of non-traditional security threats. 
These intangible threats are ones that 
may not have any link or origination to 
the shift in the international power 
structure. Biological threats, compara-
ble to what we’re at present seeing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, are not new 
and have been highly critical throughout 
history. The effect of the COVID-19 virus 
is rewriting our traditional definitions 
of national security. Some of the analyti-
cal challenges facing analysts in under-
standing the impacts of a biological 
threat is in the nature of this type of 
threat itself. Biological threats don’t de-

stroy aircraft, jam communications, in-
tercept missiles, or infect cyber or phys-
ical infrastructure. They have no motive 
other than survival, don’t care about 
policies, politics or religion, and don’t 
prioritize or organize themselves to at-
tack one person over another.  It is the 
near-perfect insider threat. In short 
there is need to revise the defence strat-
egy so to make more pragmatic mea-
sures to deal with pandemics. The 
changing dynamics of world also affect 
the modes of war, transitioning from 
traditional to other forms such as bio 
war, hybrid war, and cyber war, etc. As 
far as the bio war is concerned, it could 
be more destructive than any other form 
of wars. The possibility of current pan-
demic COVID-19 caused by coronavirus, 
being a bio-weapon cannot be ruled out. 
In that case it becomes essential to re-
vise defence strategies to cope with any 

WAY 
FORWARD

 
Amid coronavirus pandemic 
there is need of an increased 
Global and regional connectiv-
ity and cooperation in order to 
defeat the virus as well as to 
develop a comprehensive plan. 
Collective measures and strat-
egy can be helpful. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
has declared the outbreak of 
the new Coronavirus (called 
COVID-19), as a public health 
emergency of international 
concern. The circumstances of 
this new epidemic outbreak 
highlight the importance of co-
ordinated action across coun-

tries, especially taking into 
consideration the particulari-
ties of this disease. Therefore, 
it is imperative to reflect on 
what kind of cooperation is 
necessary, under which modal-
ities, and what roles countries 
can play. Added to this is the 
fact that the epicentre of the 
disease is in China, and this 
is not trivial in terms of inter-
national relations and foreign 
policy. In the COVID-19 out-
break frenzy, several countries 
are considering massive fiscal 
stimulus packages and printing 
money, to blunt the concurrent 
crises underway: the pandem-
ic and the unraveling econom-
ic depression. These plans are 
essential, but they need to be 
strategic and sustainable. Be-
cause in addressing the current 

crises, we must avoid sowing 
seeds of new ones, as the stakes 
are incredibly high.Universal 
basic income is the answer to 
the inequalities exposed by 
COVID-19. While America has 
lost faith in globalisation and 
international trade, consider-
ing most free trade agreements 
are toxic, China has embraced 
globalisation through the BRI 
with China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) as its flag-
ship project. In post pandem-
ic scenario opportunities for 
more trade agreements will 
increase. The coronavirus out-
break seems to be reversing 
the course of history. Gone is 
globalisation and European 
integration. Back is the heroic 
struggle of states for national 
survival. The coronavirus suc-

Longstanding Pakistan-Russia Ties
Pakistan has long been the competitor though Russia has become India’s positive 
ally. On 16 October 2015, both Russia and Pakistan signed a US$ 2 billion North-
South gas pipeline from Lahore to Karachi. Russia has agreed to sell Pakistan’s Mi-
35 ‘Hind-E’ assault helicopters in a historic cooperation deal reached on August 
19, 2015. There are sources that show that Pakistan has accepted Russia’s road to 
being a part of Gwadar Port. The most remarkable development in the bilateral 
relationship between Russia and Pakistan was seen in September 2016, when the 
two nations carried out first ever large-scale military exercise. China has already 
promised Pakistan of full assistance in the event of any international aggression. 
China became Pakistan’s main manufacturer of weapons besides investing in the 
country’s development of multiple nuclear reactors as well. However, on the other 
hand, during the time of crisis, Moscow did not guarantee Pakistan of full military 
assistance but specifically suggested side by side with China. But a recent develop-
ment concerning the SCO, Eurasian Union and Trio of Pakistan, China and Russia 
are that the current President of SCO, who is a Russian, proposed SCO member 
states to trade in their own currencies instead of US dollar and this was expected 
to be effective in March 2020 but due to the pandemic it has been delayed. Ever 
since the prospects of trade in their own currencies emerged between SCO states, 
the central Asian republics and Pakistan are becoming closer diplomatically. Iran 
also wanted to be on board and so will Afghanistan’s future government. There-
fore, the triple nuclear power system seems imminent with expected possibilities.

BIG STORY
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such situation. A rogue state is on the 
verge of developing a deadly biological 
weapon against which the rest of the 
world has no defence. War games are es-
pecially important as countries prepare 
to counter adversaries who use asym-
metric strategies or weapons, forcing 
military planners to deal with unfamil-
iar threats. These war games are indis-
pensable tools to train (learn how to 
perform one’s responsibilities), educate 
(learn about a situation not previously 
understood), and formulate strategy 
(determine how to respond to specific 
threats and capabilities). A biological 
threat is the capability of an enemy to 
plan and deploy a biological material to 
produce casualties in humans and ani-
mals or damage plants and other mate-
rial. These agents can be deployed in the 
form of a microorganism or biological 
toxin to cause disease, injury, contami-
nation of supplies, or death in people, 
plants, and animals. Pathogenic micro-
organisms are infectious agents that 
cause disease in personnel, animals, or 
plants by entering the body through the 
lungs, digestive tract, skin and mucous 
membranes of body openings. These mi-
croorganisms enter the body, multiply, 
and then overcome the body’s immune 
system, producing disease. In this sce-
nario developing wargames is the only 
way out. There’s a reason that in-flight 
safety presentations always instruct us 
to secure our own oxygen masks before 
assisting fellow passengers. Nowhere is 
that notion more important than for the 
frontline public health workforce in-
volved in the global COVID-19 response. 
Just like during the Ebola outbreak of 
2014, these doctors, nurses, and com-
munity health workers are bearing a 
disproportionate burden of this epi-
demic, due to their constant contact 
with the virus, which is more contagious 
than the flu. In response to the crisis, 

much emphasis has been placed on pro-
viding medical personnel with the right 
equipment to avoid contracting the dis-
ease masks, gloves, gowns, goggles, and 
the like. These are essential precautions, 
of course. But we have to do more than 
ensure those on the front lines have the 
necessary protective gear. We also have 
to focus on maintaining their holistic 
well-being. The training of the health 
workers is another essentiality. While 
the number of reported cases of the new 
coronavirus surged in the world con-
cerns are already growing about the ca-
pacity of its healthcare system to deal 
with the potential threat. Most regions 
were beginning to see acceleration in 
economic growth during January and 

February 2020 but the emergence of 
covid 19 has shaken this growth. The re-
gional economic blocs are also under 
threat. The economic impact of corona-
virus (Covid-19) on GCC economies and 
wider Middle East and North Africa 
(Mena) could be much bigger than orig-
inally anticipated. There is no doubt that 
our world will look different once the 
scourge is defeated. There will be many 

lessons to be learned, policies and prior-
ities to be revised and new alliances and 
blocs to be formed while old ones unrav-
el. The EU has been seriously hurt by the 
outbreak. Italy and Spain were left to 
fend for themselves as they became the 
epicentre of the pandemic. How this 
abandonment by their European part-
ners will affect the future of the EU re-
mains to be seen. The EU had already 
suffered a blow when Britain pulled out. 
It suffered another blow when Trump 
banned EU citizens from entering the 
United States without informing Euro-
pean leaders first. It was China, Russia 
and Cuba that came to Italy’s rescue 
during its darkest hour; a gesture that 
will not be forgotten by the Italians. 

Three months after the outbreak, the EU 
is yet to address the deep-seated impact 
on its members. It indicates that there is 
possibility of new regional economic 
blocs. It is very much imperative to un-
derstand that in health emergency situ-
ation a particular policy and behaviour 
is required. Understanding the parameters 
of a health emergency is very important. 

ceeded where other people and 
events failed: It’s proved that in 
a time of crisis, rich and poor 
alike need the nation-state. The 
first, and most surprising, les-
son is that although the corona-
virus is a global phenomenon, 
it reinforces the notion of na-
tional sovereignty. This should 
remain a possible future ele-
ment as well. The Covid-19 is a 
symptom of a deeper ecological 
crisis that endangers the sur-
vival of humanity. In order to 
enhance the physical and men-
tal health of individuals vis a vis 
the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
commentary presents a frame-
work for action to maintain op-
timal nutrition at the individ-
ual, community, national and 
global levels using an adapted 
version of the ecological model 

of health behavior. As the coro-
navirus pandemic hits jobs and 
wages in many sectors of the 
global economy that depend 
on migrants, a slowdown in the 
amount of money these workers 
send back home to their fam-
ilies looks increasingly likely. 
These international remittanc-
es will be crucial in transmit-
ting the unfolding economic cri-
sis in richer countries to poorer 
countries. They will fundamen-
tally shape how, and the pace 
at which, the world recovers 
from coronavirus. There should 
be a clear policy in this regard.  
Counters around the globe 
should work on self sustained 
economies in order to avoid any 
sort if dependence especially in 
crisis like the world in facing 
currently. The novel coronavi-

rus is not just a catastrophe for 
global public health, it will also 
bring about a shift in the world 
order. Pandemics have affect-
ed and altered world orders in 
the past. in the absence of glob-
al leadership and cooperation, 
traumatic effects of coronavirus 
will leave unresolved the possi-
bility of the return of the liberal 
order narrative, making a criti-
cal assessment of the pandem-
ic’s disruptive consequences all 
the more urgent. The crisis will 
not end globalization, but hope-
fully, it will increase demands 
for making it more humane and 
regulated. But countries need 
to reverse over-tourism, a ma-
jor factor behind the spread of 
the virus, and thus better pro-
tect their national heritage and 
the global environment.

BIG STORY
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We live in a 
world of nar-
ratives and 
since the 
eruption of 
p a n d e m i c 
and its culmi-

nation into a global hazard, number of 
narratives and theories began surfac-
ing the social media but there is a need 
to separate facts from fiction and con-
spiracies to clear the fog and under-
stand the phenomenon. Number of of-
ficial and unofficial personnel 
presented their opinions by concoct-
ing facts but until now, each one of 
them failed in proving their thesis and 
persuading the masses at large. The 
debate about the outbreak of virus was 
the first thing that took the road of 
controversy and number of views was 
presented about it but the vital ques-
tion remains that whether this virus is 
a self-infliction or natural. Whereas 
the next question in this context arises 
that if this is a man-made crisis then 
what actors will benefit from it and 
what will be the social, political and 
economic aftermath of this crisis.  In 
order to understand this global phe-

nomenon, one will have to analyze the 
scenario by keeping in mind the hege-
monic transition and stability along 
with the role of non-state actors and 
private enterprises as well. In addi-
tion, one cannot overlook the coun-
tries that were being devastated by the 
disaster such as China, Iran, Italy and 
now USA. A shared understanding 
about the COVID-19 ground zero is the 
wet animal markets in Wuhan prov-
ince of China and all we know about it 
is that it is a naturally mutating and 
surreptitiously transmuting virus 
from the corona family. At December 
31, 2019, the Chinese authorities in-
formed the domestic and global audi-
ence about the outbreak of the virus 
and undertook stern measures from 
coast to coast for containing the 
spread. However, in less than one 
month, the invisible enemy of the hu-
manity had stricken down more than a 
million individuals across the globe 
forcing the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to declare it as the Public 
Health Emergency of International 
Concern–a wide-reaching contagion of 
international scale. The containment 
of the virus in our globalized and fast-

Pandemic Paradox

Along the spread of 
novel coronavirus, 

conspiracy theories 
also inundated with 

loads of  misinforma-
tion on internet and 

social media.

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange 
int’l Magazine and Secretary Information 
Center of Pakistan and International 
Relations (COPAIR)
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paced interconnected world became a 
formidable challenge owing to the 
complex interdependence at regional 
and system level. These cases mostly 
had links to the Huanan Seafood 
Wholesale Market, thus having a zoo-
notic origin. COVID-19 is a newly dis-
covered virus closely related to bat 
coronaviruses, also known as SARS-
CoV-2 and many other names given to 
the novel illness. Moreover, the current 
scientific consensus is that COVID-19 
has a natural origin. Within a period of 
two months, COVID-19 had reached to 
all continents except Antarctica but the 
major problem faced by the medics in 
diagnosis is the hidden character of the 
coronavirus in which up to 86 per cent 
of cases do not show any symptoms of 
illness at initial stages.Until the month 
of April, the percentage of tested cases 
tops at 13 percent of total population it 
is due to shortage of testing kits, to 
avoid the panic and spread of virus due 
to testing. Thereby the current policies 
of most of the developed nations is, to 
only test individuals posing strong 
symptoms of this viral respiratory ill-
ness. However, several other studies, 
using a variety of methods, have esti-
mated that numbers of infections in 
many countries are likely to be consid-
erably greater than the reported cases. 
At the same time, stories are surfacing 
at internet that nations are controlling 
the information about their current 
situation and showing manipulated 
figures. Facebook, Twitter and other 
forums have collaborated with govern-
ments by undertaking the agenda of 
disseminating only state-sponsored in-
formation regarding the current situa-
tion and taking down all other posts by 
users. There are four pillars of authori-
ty used for legitimizing one’s theory or 
stance namely the government, media, 

academia and religion. However, ac-
cording to a study of World Economic 
Forum (WEF) about medical conspira-
cy theories shows that the perception 
of this virus as a sinister plan of some-
one has the potential to be just as dan-
gerous for societies as the outbreak it-
self. For case in point, there had been 
as many narratives and undetermined 
facts about the ongoing situation that 
one cannot comprehend. Orwellian 
control over the lives and welfare of or-
dinary people would pose the greatest 
threat to free and open societies. Ac-
cording to the award-winning author 
Stephen Lendman, the Trump regime 
is on a mission to enforce immunity 
certificates for masses as a prerequi-
site for their entry to markets as a 
workforce. His claims are supported by 
the fact that director of National Insti-
tute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID), Anthony Fauci is actively lob-
bying for the mass vaccinations and of 
US population, which are believed to 
be toxic in their character. Along this, 
the brave new world will also be ac-
companied with the increased domes-
tic surveillance, a curb on freedom of 
expression, and institution of draconi-
an totalitarian controls on the masses 
at large. Thus instead of supporting the 
idea of free and open societies, the pol-
icies of the new world will be polar op-
posite, if the mass-vaccination and all 
other aforementioned assertions are 
becoming the new normal. The global 
health industry will not be the only 
subject of this change but the transpor-
tation industry, entertainment, and 
other public institutions will be co-
erced to oblige by having a vaccination 
or immunity certificates. However, 
healthcare and biomedical experts 
across the globe do not have a consen-
sus on this US-led proposal of normal-
izing the state of affairs. There were 
also several recent attempts to link 
COVID-19 with Israel, Zionists and 
Jewish community, with some people 
fallaciously alleging that the outbreak 
is part of a conspiracy and in line with 
their agenda to control the global econ-
omy and an expansion of Zionist occu-
pation government. Many who spread 
these theories include media sources, 
clergymen and few nationalist govern-
ment officials belonging to France, 
Switzerland, Iran, Spain, Turkey and 
Venezuela. Iran’s Press TV, a semi-pub-
lic channel and HispanTVhad propa-

gated these views extensively. Based 
on the most recent statement of Alex 
Friedfeld, a researcher at the Anti-Def-
amation League (ADL) Center on Ex-
tremism, the nationalist and anti-Sem-
itist segment of society began 
promulgating the idea that the patho-
gen was developed by a Jews and in 
line with their theory of world order. 
However, this is not the first time that 
Jews became demonized for a wide-
spread catastrophe. Already the most 
notable allegation on Jews was the in-
vention of Black Plague, leading to 
scores of Jewish minority persecutions 
and massacres from 1348 to 1351. 
Along the spread of novel coronavirus, 
conspiracy theories also inundated 
with loads of misinformation on inter-
net and social media. This not only 
eroded the public interest and lowered 
the morale of the health workers and 
patients, but also flaunted the crisis as 
the end of the world. Virus itself is 
mindless but the claims that it is ad-
vanced biochemical warfare, a political 
trickery or part of a conspiracy to rede-
sign the global population have por-
trayed number of recognizable villains 
in the peoples mind. Granting that 
these claims are obscure but then 
again, each one of them hints the in-
volvement of an actor with a majestic 
plan that will have far fetching global 
repercussions. World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) while declaring the CON-
VID-19 as a pandemic also alerted 
about an ‘infodemic’ -misinformation 
and public distrust on the internet- 
that can mislead the common people in 
the testing spells of lockdown. Re-
searches had indicated the emergence 
of conspiracy stories as a rebuttal to 
global crisis when uncertainty about 
the happening is common, such as a 
terrorist attacks, swift regime change, 
civil unrest or an economic recession. 
In times of uncertainty and danger, as 
it is now, people constantly try to make 
sense of a complicated situation and 
give birth to conspiracy theories. The 
abrupt outbreak of coronavirus across 
the globe also provided a conducive 
environment for similar conspiracy 
theories to flourish but it is duty of 
cognizant individuals and govern-
ments to inform masses and avoid any 
unseen outcome of these myths re-
garding the pandemic. It is a tacit un-
derstanding among all national and 
international trading partners that 
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there will be new structure of relative-
ly shorter supply chains in the 
post-pandemic world, thus hinting to-
wards regional alliances and interde-
pendence rather than a global one but 
one culminating into a nexus of global 
regional alliances. Asia being the larg-
est continent will have edge in this re-
newed wave of alliance formation and 
actors of the continent will move to-
wards fostering trade and scientific 
partnerships with the regional na-
tion-states. In this context, the Eur-
asian union or an alliance of Asian 
economies is the most expected out-
come of this global disruption of trade.  
China being a global powerhouse and 
industrial hub is now emerging as the 
regional power with its BRI. The ongo-
ing plan of action of China is in line 
with its ancient trading practices, 
while it is also suspected as a threat by 
the leading power of America. One rea-
son is the exclusion of North America 
from Chinese BRI while other is the in-
creasing sphere of influence of China  
in region and beyond. Consorting with 
the East and South Asian economies by 
huge investments in infrastructure and 
debts is to create a larger financial eco-
system culminating into a new eco-
nomic world order. Parag Khanna in 
his book, ‘The Future is Asian’ hints 
towards a new world order and new 
wave of regionalism leading to a resur-
gence of globalism with Asian traits.
China success is evident from its col-
laborations with Central Asian Repub-
lics, South Asian and East Asian econo-
mies along with all regional trading 
alliances for fulfilling its endeavors of 
establishing a new regional financial 
ecosystem. The Mackinder heartland 
theory and Brzezinski’s theory of great 
chessboard also endorsed the idea of a 
larger Asian union as the key to global 
domination. Other recent develop-
ments in this regard is the proposal of 
enacting the use of local currencies for 
regional trade. Three SCO member 
states, namely Russia, China and Paki-
stan announced to start trading in 
their national currencies instead of a 
greenback. This move will not only 
strengthen their national economies 
but also promote mutual trade and in-
vestments. By India taking on the 
swinger mantle, Pakistan’s attempt to 
foster a multi-polar economic world 
order is a regional game-changer. The 
world order is a term frequently used 
in the discipline of international rela-
tions which denotes the power distri-
bution in the global system while it 
also connotes the orderliness of a sys-
tem, where nation-states are consid-
ered as the primary constituent. Hen-
nery Kissinger –a known US diplomat 
and intellectual- enlightened the world 
through his writings, including a book 
titled the World Order where he pon-
ders upon the divergent discourses of 
global orders. He introduced the Euro-
pean Westphalian sovereignty, the Ver-
tical meritocracy of China, the moral 
supremacism of secular Islam, and 

pursuit of happiness of the United 
States through democratic idealism; 
however the underlined theme of the 
book remained centred at the relative 
global power distribution. He evalu-
ates that, cultural aspects shape societ-
ies’ worldviews, but culture is not an 
impermeable barrier to a wider model 
of order that can bring different re-
gimes together. In a summation, he re-
alized the world order is a combina-
tion of the divergent diverging 
historical viewpoints, armed warriors, 
proliferating technologies and political 
ideologies of the world. In the wake of 
this ongoing global pandemic, hun-
dreds of millions of people are isolat-
ing themselves around the globe now. 
In the short run, this pandemic struck 
the prevailing world order had affected 
the global practices such as it has re-
versed the globalization, paralysed the 
global political economy, crippled the 
international aviation industry and 
eroded the traditional concepts of di-
saster management and health securi-
ty of humans at large. In order to eval-
uate the impacts of COVID-19 on the 
US led world order is-à-vi’s the emerg-
ing world order of China, one have to 
categorically analyse the components 
forming a global order and how these 
elements are changing with the change 
at the system level. The coronavirus 
pandemic revealed the vulnerabilities 
of the prevalent global system, such as 
its susceptibility to handle a health cri-
sis of this magnitude and to maintain 
the global supply chains along an as-
surance that the global economic sys-
tem will remain stable in midst and af-
ter the crisis. Despite the availability of 
advance technology and management 
systems, the pandemic have forced the 
global community to isolate them in 
their homes and disrupt the daily 
state-of-affairs. There is no turning 
point and change is inevitable in the 
global system of governance, econom-
ics and the social order at large. In 
terms of global cooperation and com-
petition, the Chinese financial equity 
will be intact and will retain its pre-co-
rona developmental pace in the next 
few months. Whereas US position is 
declining asa year ago, country’s four 

banks topped the list but now only two 
JPMorgan Chase and Bank of America 
are among top ten. Intriguing fact is 
that China’s four banks are now ranked 
in the top on basis of their annual trade 
surplus replacing the Americans and 
China now own a major segment of 
American debt as well. The American 
liberal democratic order is in threat 
and so is its global hegemony since the 
rise of Chinese version of capitalism 
and its regional development schemes, 
which aims to alleviate the underprivi-
leged regions neglected by US. There-
fore, it can be assumed that US posi-
tioning in the prevalent economic 
system is weakening and China is 
emerging as the next economic leader 
of the world. United States was leading 
the global multilateral institutions and 
is believed to be the largest contribu-
tor in the United Nations, WHO and 
other such regimes but ever since the 
rise of China at regional and global lev-
el, these investments seems costly and 
ineffective to the current US adminis-
tration. US President Donald Trump 
threatened the WHO by pulling out its 
contributions in critical times when 
whole world is stuck down by a lethal 
pandemic, but on the other hand, Chi-
nese leadership stood fast not only 
with poor countries but also with the 
countries of higher income for defeat-
ing the invisible enemy. Chinese bu-
reaucratic model showed resilience in 
these tough times, which is why UK, It-
aly and other European countries 
sought help from Chinese experts to 
contain the spread and treat the ill 
population. In coming times, interna-
tional relations among the countries 
will transform –as they always do. Nev-
ertheless, the regionalism will prevail 
over the globalism and China seems to 
be leading the race in this sphere. In 
terms of Pakistan, the nationwide lock-
down is deteriorating the struggling 
economy of country. Country was 
among the last ones in the region to be 
stricken down by the wildfire like pan-
demic. PM Imran Khan expressed the 
delicate situation as he fears the hun-
ger in the country more than the affect 
of virus because more than quarter of 
country’s population does not have ac-
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cess to two-meals a day. Pakistan is ex-
pecting a relief from the international 
financial institutions in its loan pay-
ments as well as aid for crisis manage-
ment and response. One of the hard-
est-hit segments of Pakistani society 
are the daily workers and self-em-
ployed who have not only lost their 
daily earnings to feed their families but 
also cannot pay rents, utility bills, 
school fees, or medical expenses. At 
domestic level, philanthropic activities 
are saving face and making ends meet 
of underprivileged population to some 
extent but it will not suffice in the long 
run. If the working class of Pakistan 
currently residing in the foreign coun-
tries especially gulf region will have to 
return back home, it will not only levi-
tate burden on national economy but 
also disturb the balance of national re-
sources. Country’s drifting economy is 
currently supported by the services 
sector and especially the IT based 

SME’s which are still virtually func-
tioning amid the lockdown. By keeping 
this in line and the prospected success 
of technology startups, especially fo-
cusing on healthcare will are gaining 
traction. Nevertheless, the propagation 
of conspiracy theories can be hindered 
and stopped. Evidence suggests that 
programs advocating counterargu-
ments to allegations of medical con-
spiracy are likely to be effective in rec-
tifying the fraud views. Initiatives like 
Bad News or Fake News detection by 
news agencies, media regulatory au-
thorities and software had shown in-
crease in the dissemination and avoid-
ance of disinformation. Theories of 
deception can also be very disruptive 
for the community at large as it can af-
fect the medical decisions of individu-
als, their prejudiced interaction with 
other different communities, and 
abuse against those seen as conspiring.  
In addition to serving public at medical 
facilities, policymakers should also act 
to discourage disinformation and con-
spiracy theories about the virus from 
getting out of control. Financial tech-
nology, also known as Fintech, com-
prises of a wide range of businesses 
using software for the provision of fi-
nancial services. Financial develop-

ment companies are startups designed 
to encourage existing financial struc-
tures. However, large enterprises are 
continually acknowledging the need 
for digital innovations and switching to 
Fintech to enhance and strengthen 
their financial services and solutions. 
In past couple of years, financial tech-
nology has increased manifold and be-
coming a multi-billion dollar market 
dominated by start-ups delivering fi-
nancial services technology solutions. 
Its global penetration has grown from 
16 per cent in 2015 to 64 percent in 
2019, according to a 2019 EY fintech 
survey. Moreover, these start-ups usu-
ally have a lower running cost, along 
offering greater transparency, en-
hanced performance, better protection 
and enhanced traceability.  
As shown by latest research published 
by deVere Group, the coronavirus has 
powered a huge 72 per cent increase in 
the use of fintech applications in Eu-

rope. At a moment when most global 
economy industries are beginning to 
feel the impact of what may already be 
a global recession, the dramatic leap in 
the acceptance and use of mobile is 
providing encouraging news for the 
fintech industry. Yet another hint ar-
rives that the coronavirus’ long-term 
legacy will become a growing digital 
and anonymous community.  
With the increase in the cases of coro-
navirus, governments encouraged the 
use of digital banking to the extent that 
Pakistan government had announced 
to wave-off the transaction charges to 
promote the use of online banking. In 
the meantime, banking applications in 
Asia and the Middle East have reported 
major usability increases, with one 
bank in the Philippines having more 
than twice the average online banking 
application registrations.  
James Green, a leading figure in Euro-
pean financial market asserted, “A new 
era has already begun, with digitalisa-
tion and new technologies driving the 
shift. This can be seen by demand soar-
ing for video-calling platforms such as 
Google Hangouts, Skype, FaceTime and 
Zoom amongst others, as more people 
from ever work remotely.” A shared un-
derstanding about the COVID-19 

ground zero is the wet animal markets 
in Wuhan province of China and all we 
know about it is that it is a naturally 
mutating and surreptitiously trans-
muting virus from the corona family. At 
December 31, 2019, the Chinese au-
thorities informed the domestic and 
global audience about the outbreak of 
the virus and undertook stern mea-
sures from coast to coast for contain-
ing the spread. However, in less than 
one month, the invisible enemy of the 
humanity had stricken down more 
than a million individuals across the 
globe forcing the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) to declare it as the Pub-
lic Health Emergency of International 
Concern –a wide-reaching contagion of 
international scale.  
The containment of the virus in our 
globalized and fast-paced intercon-
nected world became a formidable 
challenge owing to the complex inter-
dependence at regional and system 
level. These cases mostly had links to 
the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Mar-
ket, thus having a zoonotic origin. 
COVID-19 is a newly discovered virus 
closely related to bat coronaviruses, 
also known as SARS-CoV-2 and many 
other names given to the novel illness. 
Moreover, the current scientific con-
sensus is that COVID-19 has a natural 
o r i g i n .  
Within a period of two months, 
COVID-19 had reached to all conti-
nents except Antarctica but the major 
problem faced by the medics in diag-
nosis is the hidden character of the 
coronavirus in which up to 86 per cent 
of cases do not show any symptoms of 
illness at initial stages.  Until the month 
of April, the percentage of tested cases 
tops at 13 percent of total population it 
is due to shortage of testing kits, to 
avoid the panic and spread of virus due 
to testing. Thereby the current policies 
of most of the developed nations is, to 
only test individuals posing strong 
symptoms of this viral respiratory ill-
ness. However, several other studies, 
using a variety of methods, have esti-
mated that numbers of infections in 
many countries are likely to be consid-
erably greater than the reported cases. 
At the same time, stories are surfacing 
at internet that nations are controlling 
the information about their current 
situation and showing manipulated 
figures. Facebook, Twitter and other 
forums have collaborated with govern-
ments by undertaking the agenda of 
disseminating only state-sponsored in-
formation regarding the current situa-
tion and taking down all other posts by 
u s e r s .  
There are four pillars of authority used 
for legitimizing one’s theory or stance 
namely the government, media, aca-
demia and religion. However, accord-
ing to a study of World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) about medical conspiracy 
theories shows that the perception of 
this virus as a sinister plan of someone 
has the potential to be just as danger-
ous for societies as the outbreak itself.
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The catchphrase of the 
COVID-19 crisis, which 
has engulfed nearly the 
entire world and carries 
severe consequences for 
countries’ populations 

and economies, is uncertainty. The 
IMF recently published the World Un-
certainty Index for 143 countries from 
1996 onwards. The index is construct-
ed by counting the number of times 
the term uncertainty is mentioned in 
connection with the terms pandemic 

or epidemic. The coronavirus is associ-
ated with the highest level of uncer-
tainty in the economic context since 
the index started recording data. The 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has revised its global GDP growth esti-
mate from 3.3% just 3 months ago to a 
contraction of 3%, something not seen 
since the Great Depression of the 
1930s. ET Wealth studies how India is 
placed in this scenario.  With the Covid 
situation appearing to be under con-
trol for now, China is likely to continue 
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Post COVID-19 Economic 
Trends

The economic system after this pandemic 
will have to be less shortsighted, more re-
silient, and more sensitive to the fact that 
economic globalization has far outpaced 
political globalization. So long as this is 
the case, countries will have to strive for a 
better balance between taking advantage 
of globalization and a necessary degree 
of self-reliance. There are fundamental 
changes that happen from time to time of-
ten during times of war. Though the enemy 
is now a virus and not a foreign power, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has created a war-
time atmosphere in which such changes 
suddenly seem possible. The pandemic 
will worsen four preexisting conditions of 
the world economy. They will remain re-
versible through major surgery but turn 
chronic and damaging absent such inter-
ventions. The first of these conditions is 
secular stagnation the combination of low 
productivity growth, a lack of private in-

vestment returns, and near-deflation. This 
will deepen as people stay risk-averse and 
save more following the pandemic, which 
will persistently weaken demand and inno-
vation. Second, the gap between rich coun-
tries along with a few emerging markets 
and the rest of the world in their resilience 
to crises will widen further. Third, partly 
as a result of flight to safety and the ap-
parent riskiness of developing economies, 
the world will continue to be over-reliant 
on the US dollar for financing and trade. 
Even while the United States becomes less 
attractive for investment, its attraction will 
increase relative to most other parts of the 
world. This will lead to ongoing dissatis-
faction.  Finally, economic nationalism will 
increasingly lead governments to shut off 
their own economies from the rest of the 
world. This will never produce complete 
autarky, or anything close to it, but it will 
reinforce the first two trends and increase 
resentment of the third. The pandemic 
and subsequent recovery will accelerate 
the ongoing digitalization and automation 
of work—trends that have eroded mid-
dle-skill jobs while increasing high-skill 



to grow in 2020, though at a slower 
than before pace. Though the Covid sit-
uation is reasonably under control, Ja-
pan’s fragile economy won’t be able to 
withstand global shutdowns. The 
death toll is low, but Germany is still 
battling the virus and its economy is 
expected to contract by 7%. United 
Kingdom Annual GDP ($ billion); the 
number of new cases detected and the 
death toll remains high. The negative 
impact on the economy will be signifi-
cant. After Italy and Spain, France is 
the worst hit by Covid in Europe. Due 
to prolonged shutdowns, its economy 
is expected to contract by 7.2% in 
2020. Covid has ravaged Italy and its 
fragile economy. As per IMF’s predic-
tion, Italy will be the ‘maximum con-
tracting major economy in 2020’. The 
virus onslaught is at a starting stage in 
Brazil and therefore, its negative im-

pact on the economy may be higher. 
Earlier in April, the United Nations De-
partment of Economic and Social Af-
fairs (UNDESA) analysed the effects of 
the containment measures and pro-
jected that the world economy could, 
in the worst-case scenario, contract by 
up to 1 per cent. Similarly, the OECD 
stated in early March that increasingly 
stringent lockdown measures in most 
of the world’s advanced economies 
would inevitably result in significant 
declines in GDP growth. The ILO’s pre-
viously predicted rise in unemploy-
ment of up to 25 million in 2020, with 
losses in labour income in the range of 
USD 860 billion to USD 3.4 trillion, 
seems accurate, if not underestimated. 
According to the ILO, these numbers 
may underestimate the real magnitude 
of COVID-19’s impact. The ILO’s latest 
summary states that the current con-
tainment measures are affecting close 
to 2.7 billion workers, representing 
around 81 per cent of the world’s 
workforce. The crisis is expected to hit 
workers in low- and middle-income 
countries particularly hard, where the 
share of those working in informal sec-
tors, and who therefore have limited 
access to adequate health and social 
protection, is higher. To make matters 
worse, the expected massive job losses 
among migrant workers will likely 
have knock on effects on economies 
that heavily depend on remittances. 
Furthermore, the containment mea-
sures in advanced economies have al-
ready started impacting less developed 
countries through lower trade and in-
vestment. The rattling of financial mar-
kets, together with tightened liquidity 
conditions in many countries, has led 
to unprecedented outflows of capital 
from developing countries. UNCTAD il-
lustrates the net debt and equity out-
flows from the main emerging econo-
mies, which amounted to USD 59 
billion in the month since the COVID-19 
crisis went global (21 February to 24 
March). The United Nations (UN) has 

expressed concern that the COVID-19 
crisis will lead to a reversal of decades 
of progress in the fight against poverty, 
and that already high levels of inequal-
ity within and between countries will 
be further exacerbated. The crisis will 
therefore inevitably and adversely im-
pact the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
The COVID-19 pandemic is expected to 
negatively influence almost all SDGs. 
The current crisis will also severely af-
fect the prospects for industrialization 
in developing countries. COVID-19 is 
severely impacting manufacturing pro-
duction in developing countries be-
cause demand from high-income coun-
tries for manufacturing goods and raw 
materials is decreasing; value chains 
are being disrupted due to delays in 
the delivery of necessary components 
and supplies from more technological-
ly advanced countries; other factors, 
including policies (e.g. restriction of 
movement of goods and people, inabil-
ity of employees to reach the work-
place or financial constraints, which 
affect the normal production process. 
UN economists have estimated a USD 
50 billion decrease in manufacturing 
production in February 2020, and the 
IMF warns that the negative economic 
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jobs during the last two decades and con-
tributed to the stagnation of median wages 
and rising income inequality. Changes in 
demand, many of them accelerated by the 
economic dislocation wrought by the pan-
demic, will change the future composition 
of GDP. The share of services in the econ-
omy will continue to rise. But the share 
of in-person services will decline in retail, 
hospitality, travel, education, health care, 
and government as digitalization drives 
changes in the way these services are or-
ganized and delivered. Many low-wage, 
low-skill, in-person service jobs, especially 
those provided by small firms, will not re-
turn with the eventual recovery. However, 
workers providing essential services such 
as policing, firefighting, health care, logis-
tics, public transportation, and food will be 
in greater demand, creating new job op-
portunities and increasing the pressure to 
raise wages and improve benefits in these 
traditionally low-wage sectors.  The down-
turn will accelerate the growth of nonstan-
dard, precarious employment part-time 
workers, gig workers, and workers with 
multiple employers leading to new porta-

ble benefits systems that move with work-
ers and broaden the definition of employer. 
New low-cost training programs, digitally 
delivered, will be required to provide the 
skills required in new jobs. The sudden de-
pendence of so many on the ability to work 
remotely reminds us that a significant and 
inclusive expansion of Wi-Fi, broadband, 
and other infrastructure will be necessary 
to enable the accelerating digitalization 
of economic activity. The COVID-19 pan-
demic will accelerate a change that had 
already begun: a move away from US-cen-
tric globalization to a more China-centric 
globalization. Free trade agreements are 
toxic, with or without US President Donald 
Trump. Retailers, landlords, and suppliers 
were already responding to multiple in-
dustry-wide trends before the coronavirus 
struck, including tariffs, a shift in consum-
er demand from products to experiences, 
e-commerce, and the sharing economy. The 
resulting strains were already motivating 
these players to innovate or exit. The coro-
navirus disruption simply accelerates the 
need to be creative and embrace new mod-
els. A 10-year commercial lease in a sin-

gle-use building will no longer be standard.  
Convergence and hybridization will accel-
erate in food retail, which will return to be 
a revitalizing force in urban life. Restau-
rants were increasingly not just dine-in, 
but fast-casual or mobile food trucks. For 
commercial real estate and local govern-
ments, food retail will only continue to 
grow in importance. Restaurants, in what-
ever format, will continue to be a growing 
share of tenants and sales tax generators 
as other storefronts are impacted by tariffs 
and e-commerce oligopolies. And the more 
customers eat out, the more proximity to 
food retail will shape office and residential 
tenant demand, as well as home sales.Small 
business is a tough business. According to a 
survey conducted in 2018, only a slight ma-
jority of small businesses were profitable 
(57%) and just under one-quarter of them 
were operating at a loss. The landscape is 
even more perilous for microbusinesses, 
small businesses with fewer than 10 em-
ployees. According to that same survey, 
microbusinesses with fewer than four em-
ployees were only half as likely to add jobs 
as larger small businesses.



effects will be felt very intensively in 
developing countries that sell raw ma-
terials. All these negative channels will 
inevitably have an impact on exports 
from developing countries. The losses 
in export volume will be further inten-
sified by the decline in energy and 
commodity prices. UNCTAD projects 
those developing countries as a whole 
(excluding China) will lose nearly USD 
800 billion in terms of export revenue 
in 2020. Fully in line with the global 
economic prospects, a recent report of 
the African Union (AU) states that Re-
gardless of the scenario whether opti-
mistic or pessimistic, Covid-19 will 
have a harmful socioeconomic effect 
on Africa (p. 30). Losses related to the 
fall of the global oil price are estimated 
at USD 65 billion. Losses amounting to 
USD 19 billion are expected in Nigeria 
alone. The crisis will also affect manu-
facturing firms. According to the AU 
report, the automotive industry (-44 
per cent), airlines (-42 per cent) and 
energy and basic materials industries 
(-13 per cent) face even higher losses. 
MNE perspectives of profits in devel-
oping countries have been revised 
downwards by 16 per cent. This revi-
sion amounts to 1 per cent in Africa 
compared to 18 per cent in Asia, and 6 
per cent in Latin America. CEPAL esti-

mates a 1.8 per cent contraction in re-
gional gross domestic product (GDP) 
in Latin America, a 10 per cent increase 
in unemployment and a rise in the 
number of people living in poverty to 
between 35 million and 220 million (of 
its 620 million inhabitants). The num-
ber of those living in extreme poverty 
could climb from 67.4 million to 90 
million. Much of the negative impact 
could stem from the drop in the price 
of commodities and food (copper for 
Chile and Peru, fish meal for Peru, soy 
for Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay, beef 

for Uruguay and Argentina, shrimp for 
Ecuador) and the close trade relations 
with China, one of the largest buyers of 
Latin American goods. The coronavi-
rus first broke out in China the country 
experienced a 13.5 per cent reduction 
in industrial production in the first two 
months of 2020. China is the world’s 
largest exporter and produces one-
third of all global manufacturing goods. 
The newly published Asian Develop-
ment Bank Outlook 2020, revising the 
6 March 2020 update, asserts that Chi-
na remains the epicentre of the crisis, 
but developing Asia has only been hit 
by a 7.7 per cent decrease in industrial 
production since the beginning of 
2020. Countries that are less affected 
by the virus are India, NIEs and the 
ASEAN 5; their industrial production 
continues to show a positive growth 
rate. Leading news outlets assert that 
calls urging governments to act fast 
and boldly have gained increasing sup-
port across the political spectrum. Ac-
cording to those same sources, eco-
nomic policies that until very recently 
were frowned upon have resurfaced in 
a number of countries to prevent a 
complete economic and social break-
down owing to the containment strate-
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Post Virus Global 
Trade

 
There are predictions that global trade 
will be reduced by a third as result of 
the recession caused by the effects of 
Covid-19. Determining the full scale 
and impact of major events is an ob-
stacle. Political scientists look to social 
and economic indicators face difficul-
ties with this task. While ascertaining 
accurate information and data to fore-
cast the impact of Covid-19 on trade 
remains a challenge, ensuing geopo-
litical tensions illustrate the direction 
that global trade may take. Currently 
at the backdrop of the coronavirus 
includes the US-China trade relations 
and the South China Sea dispute. The 
US-China trade war could be reignit-
ed should China be unable to import 
more from the US. China’s export-ori-
ented model and strong consumption 
of foreign goods and services began 
to weaken from February 2020. There 

is expected to be lower levels of trade 
given tensions at the political lev-
el. The political contours are being 
shaped by accusations made by Trump 
that China’s response to the Coronavi-
rus was inadequate. Simultaneously, 
Beijing is directing blame onto the US, 
suggesting the coronavirus was cre-
ated in American laboratories. A cul-
mination of these factors implies that 
$77 billion of expected trade in goods 
and services between the US and Chi-
na which are part of the Phase I deal 
is likely to be much lower. The South 
China Sea dispute is one important 
factor complicating ties with the US 
and allies. The economic value of the 
South China Sea is a significant issue 
for US-China relations, but also global 
trade more broadly. There is $5.3tril-
lion worth of goods that pass through 
the South China Sea and countries 
would need to cooperate with China 
to ensure the steady flow of world-
wide trade. The geopolitical context 
in which China and the US should 

overcome these obstacles convoluted 
due to the time it will take to intro-
duce prevention. In seeking to beat 
the coronavirus, a race to find a vac-
cine is taking place and several coun-
ties, including the US and China, are 
involved in trailing their discoveries. 
Even while restrictions are beginning 
to loosen, social distancing measures 
will likely be employed until a vaccine 
is found. To date, government officials 
and experts believe that a vaccine is 
probably 12 to 18 months away. This 
is enough time for the global economy 
to feel even more strain particular-
ly as global trade weakens and social 
distancing is prioritized. The implica-
tions of Covid-19 reveal the low lev-
el of risk management across many 
trade-exposed industries. In turn, this 
has prompted economic sovereignty 
as a course of action. There are in-
dustries struggling to overcome the 
economic consequences of Covid-19 
due to a lack of preparedness; an in-
ability to mitigate risks and accept 



gies. One key question the ongoing cri-
sis has sparked is whether the 
unprecedented economic measures 
could be transformed into long-lasting 
ones and whether they could pave the 
way towards more structural reforms. 
In its report, the UN calls for solidarity 
and widespread cooperation as a 
means to building more equitable, in-
clusive and resilient societies that are 
better prepared to tackle pandemics, 
climate change and other challenges. 
Most policy analyses in the current lit-
erature on the COVID-19 pandemic dif-
ferentiate between short-term targets 
and medium- to long-term goals. In the 
former case, the objective is to address 
the immediate health situation, to pro-
tect income-generating opportunities 
and to safeguard the operation of criti-
cal supply chains, i.e. necessities and 
health supplies. In the latter cases, in-
terventions to cushion the economic 
fallout emphasize measures to restore 
supply chains, recover demand and in-
centivize productive investment. As 
the COVID-19 pandemic is rapidly 
spreading across the globe, most gov-
ernments in developed and developing 

countries have deployed some type of 
policy response to curb the immediate 
human and economic effects. The IMF 
(2020), which is monitoring mac-
ro-economic policies (distinguishing 
between exchange rate and balance of 
payments measures; monetary and 
macro-financial measures and fiscal 
measures), has identified major differ-
ences across countries in terms of the 
breadth and scope of economic actions 
beyond those related to how strict or 

far-reaching the adopted social dis-
tancing and lockdown measures are if 
any. The documented exchange rate 
adjustments and balance of payment 
measures can help policymakers in 
emerging and developing economies 
balance the difficult challenge of ad-
dressing capital flow reversals and 
commodity shocks. PwC (2020) has 
mapped a host of challenges for indus-
try in light of the ongoing crisis, includ-
ing supply chains and the workforce’s 
global mobility. It identifies policy 
measures such as extending lines of 
credit, reducing infrastructure costs, 
providing short-term funding, lessen-
ing the tax burden and providing sup-
ply chain support that could assist 
manufacturers in responding to and 
anticipating necessary adjustments. In 
addition to all of the above-mentioned 
measures to mitigate the immediate 
economic downturn associated with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, governments 
have also started to extend support to 
manufacturing companies. Govern-
ment stimulus packages announced so 
far are seen as a welcome step to alle-
viate the immediate economic damage 
caused by the pandemic, assisting se-
verely hit businesses and promoting 
job retention.
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the task of diversification. The lack of 
preparedness derives from placing a 
strong focus on receiving income from 
one source China without implement-
ing appropriate risk mitigation mea-
sures. There has been a stubborn in-
sistence that China’s economic growth 
rates above 6.0% over the past three 
decades was enough reason to think 
trade in goods and services would 
continue without any disruption. In-
deed, the story is not the same across 
all industries in countries that have 
significant trade relations with Chi-
na. The mining industry in Australia 
received immense benefits from Chi-
na-Australia trade relations and there 
are positive anticipations that this 
will continue despite the coronavirus.  
This comes as a consequence of the 
US-China trade war even while indus-
tries continued the ‘eggs in one basket’ 
approach. The point of the unfolding 
events is that industry leaders could 
have minimised the risks associated in 
trade relations with China. In essence, 

there were already signs that trade 
with China was beginning to slow 
down and this could have prompted 
risk control measures. Similarly, given 
aspirations of creating a more tech-
nologically advanced state, China also 
aimed to reform domestic economic 
drivers. China has focused on invest-
ing in education because technologi-
cal advances depend on an educated 
workforce. This means that there are 
a greater number of students remain-
ing in China to complete their studies 
and this trend will likely continue over 
the next decade. Though Xi Jiping may 
have rallied the chant of economic glo-
balization at Davos, China still focused 
on domestic reform not just foreign 
trade. The lack of preparedness has 
prompted sharp criticisms of trade 
relations with China. Some critics of 
China’s economic approach suggest 
that post-covid-19 will bring an era of 
economic sovereignty. Similar to the 
migration crisis of 2015 and the Glob-
al Financial Crisis, the Covid-19 has 

exacerbated anti-globalist sentiment. 
The cause of this anti-globalist fervour 
is based on anxiety arising from polit-
ical integration and economic interde-
pendence. The response to the coro-
navirus crisis has proven that state 
institutions resolve crises with many 
countries introducing national-wide 
health measures and stimulus packag-
es. The global trade system based on 
trade rules, particularly the dispute 
resolution WTO has been dismissed. 
The US is the first country to reprove 
the validity of the decision made by 
the Appellate Body in a case involv-
ing Canada over countervailing duties 
on glossy magazine-quality paper. He 
previously stated that he would with-
draw the US from the WTO if the or-
ganisation doesn’t ‘shape up’. Even 
though China’s major trading partners 
may want to embrace economic sover-
eignty, adopting a pragmatic approach 
is still an important diplomatic mea-
sure. Under certain conditions, trade 
is an arm of economic growth.



Presently the Earth is home 
of more than 7.4 billion peo-
ple, with over half of those 
living in an urban setting 
and using 80% of the plan-
et’s resources. It is said that 

by 2050, the populace is predicted to 
be fewer than 10 billion people with 
80% of it anticipated to be urbanized. 
The biggest challenge faced by cities is 
to distribute the resources and ser-
vices in order to guarantee the needs 
of a thriving population and good 
monetary performance. Most impera-
tively the world is looking towards 
mainly on the use of evolving informa-
tion and communication technologies 
(ICT) to facilitate data analysis and 
sharing between delivery channels. 
Such technology can further allow lo-
cal authorities and service providers 
to observe and control resource deliv-
ery in real time and proactively ad-
dress needs. The term for a city that 
adopts this approach is a smart city. 
Here it is pertinent to mention that in 
order to adopt the approach of smart 
city and achieve it in real time is about 
more than adopting ICT solutions.  
Sustainability and quality of life are 
also some of the essentialities. There is 
no generally established definition for 
what makes a city a smart city. While 
narrower definitions focus on ICT, 
broader definitions take a more holis-
tic approach to city planning. Accord-
ing to general working group of Chi-
nese National Smart City 
Standardisation, “ smart city is a new 
concept and a new model, which ap-
plies to the new generation of informa-
tion technologies such as the internet 
of things, cloud computing, big data 

and space/geographical information 
integration, to facilitate the planning, 
construction, management and smart 
services of cities. Developing Smart 
Cities can benefit synchronized devel-
opment. Industrialization, informa-
tionization, urbanization, and agricul-
tural modernization and sustainability 
of cities”. Cities are actually a broader 
canvas to connect local actions with 
the global ones. Goal 11 of the SDG 
agenda is regarding cities and commu-
nities. Urbanization has actually creat-
ed many development challenges for 
the whole world but at the same time 
there are many opportunities for ad-
vancing sustainable development. SDG 
11 highlights the central role of urban-
ization in sustainable development. Its 
focus is to work closely in order to 
make cities and human settlements in-
clusive, secure, resilient and sustain-
able. The speedy enlargement of cities 
is because of the rising populations 
and increased migration. This process 
is more evident in developing world 
which is why slums are also becoming 
a more noteworthy characteristic of 
urban life. Making cities sustainable 
means creating career and business 
opportunities, safe and affordable 
housing, and building resilient societ-
ies and economies. The current out-
break of Corona pandemic has changed 
many concepts of living around the 
globe. There is also emerged a new 
discussion of adoption between the 
concept of smart or sanitized cities. 
Actually smart cities can be sanitized 
as well.  Just take example of China 
who defeated the virus with the use of 
technology. Smart cities can actually 
help us combat the coronavirus pan-
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demic. Governments and local authori-
ties in China have used smart city tech-
nology, sensors and data to trace the 
contacts of people infected with the 
coronavirus. At the same time, smart 
cities are also helping in efforts to es-
tablish whether social distancing rules 
are being emulated. The COVID-19 
pandemic has further highlighted two 
inescapable facts about new reality.  
One is that we are more interconnect-
ed than ever, and secondly cities are at 
the front lines of this crisis and will be 
at the front lines of any likewise global-
ized crisis in the future. Currently in 
case of travel restrictions, the use of 
ICT is further easing the life of the peo-
ple. Travel restrictions have had 
wide-ranging impacts on productivity, 
air pollution and carbon emissions. In 
China, the pandemic has caused a 15-
40% reduction in key industrial out-
puts, leading to a roughly 25% drop in 
carbon emissions. Satellite data cap-
tured a stark change in air pollution 
levels across China and Italy as restric-
tions took effect. This shows that by 
using the concept of smart cities based 
on the use of Information technology 
can bring sustainability in living stan-
dard of the citifies based on quality life. 
In short eventually a sanitized concept 
linked with the cities can be attained. 
There is another example of Turkey 
where the authorities in Istanbul have 
deployed a hygiene fleet of 40 vehicles 
and hundreds of personnel to sanitize 
and re-sanitize public and municipal 
facilities. The fleet is accountable for 
cleaning municipally owned public 
spaces too, like libraries, co-working 
spaces, cultural centers, facilities for 
disabled people and places of worship. 
This is what we can mention as the real 
smart city concept which includes all 
the required facilities. Istanbul has 
also heightened routine cleaning pro-
tocols in its sprawling public transit 
system, which serves more than 5 mil-
lion people a day. Disinfectants have 
been installed at more than 40 bus rap-
id transit stations. Currently around 
the globe the public transit ridership 
reduction also highlight the need of 
adopting smart and sanitized city con-
cept. This also highlights that the con-
cept of smart and sanitized cities work 
as hands in gloves. It can’t be separated 
or either can’t work productively if 
segregated. In case of any pandemic 
the sharing of transparent radical data 
is indeed a challenge and therefore to 

meet this challenge again smart city 
concept works accordingly. Here the 
example of South Korea is very much 
appropriate.  When the number of 
coronavirus cases in South Korea 
surged in the city of Daegu, the country 
enacted a strategy of open data and 
public participation which led to a nov-
el response. Government and authori-
ties in South Korea have asked people 
in self quarantine to employ self-diag-
nostic applications that attach them 
with medical staff and launched a se-
ries of apps and websites that share 
detailed information on the spread of 
the disease. A comprehensive map was 
also created to show locations infected 
people have visited as well as their de-
mographic characteristics. This is how 
they dealt with the virus with a unique 
approach, a smarter one. The Dubai 
and Chinese Municipality has started 
an enormous sterilization program 
and for this reason every corner of the 
infected city is sanitized.  Poor sanita-
tion and open defecation are huge 
problems. Currently we observed that 
such issues are more visible in urban 
communities. The global crisis in ur-
ban sanitation is talk of the town amid 
corona pandemic. Right now, there are 
nearly one billion people living in ur-
ban slums around the world. Many of 
these people have extremely poor ac-
cess to water, sanitation and hygiene. 
As well as depriving them of a basic 
standard of living and dignity, poor 
sanitation contributes to all kinds of 
problems, including endemic diseases, 
poor school attendance, low output 
and limits on financial augmentation. 
Sanitation crisis is as big as it is multi-
faceted. There are many leading-edge 
experiments which are very promising 
and can only supplement more tradi-
tional but proven interventions, de-
signed with a ‘people first’ mindset. 
Working alongside various partners 
like municipal administrations and 
other various organizations along with 
the citizens can further enhance the 
idea of smart and sanitized cities. Peo-
ple are moving to cities at an alarming 
rate, attracted by greater employment 
opportunities and increased access to 
healthcare and education services. In 
this scenario the concept of smart and 
sanitized cities becomes more evident 
and applicable. Advancement in tech-
nology and data, combined with the 
reduced costs of connectivity are per-
mitting cities to handle infrastructure, 

provide services and 
improve living stan-
dards more efficiently 
and successfully. De-
spite the presence of 
frequent drivers, many 
smart city solutions are 
still in their pre-com-
mercial stage of 
growth, and the 
risk-sharing mecha-
nisms and business 
models needed to take 
them forward are yet to 

be tested and developed.  This has led 
to the formation of plentiful smart city 
demonstrators around the world. Gov-
ernments and private organizations 
should work jointly to construct a mu-
tual platform to deliver utilities flaw-
lessly and competently. Waste manage-
ment, real time traffic updates, 
interactive environments both indoors 
and outdoors, weather updates, intelli-
gent use of energy resources and above 
all safe and secure environment for all 
with strict policies regarding sanita-
tion. That is where the smart city is 
taking the urban citizen. Smart city is 
where information technology hap-
pens to be the pivotal infrastructure 
providing essential services to resi-
dents benefiting the citizens, the gov-
ernment and the environment. There 
is another opinion as well which is re-
garding the practical considerations of 
smart cities.  It is said that smart cities 
will certainly be exceptionally complex 
to manage, with all sorts of unpredict-
able vulnerabilities. So there is need of 
proper planning before execution. Af-
ter the emergence of recent pandemic 
it becomes an essentiality to focus on 
smart and sanitized concept of cities. 
While talking about the smart cities, 
sanitation has become a compulsion 
and should be taking care of once de-
veloping and devising the mechanism. 
The smart city concept arguably dates 
back at least as far as the discovery of 
automated traffic lights, which were 
first deployed in 1922 in Houston, Tex-
as. Leo Hollis, author of Cities Are Good 
for You, says the one unarguably posi-
tive attainment of smart city-style 
thinking in modern times is the train 
indicator boards on the London Under-
ground. But in the last decade, thanks 
to the rise of ubiquitous internet con-
nectivity and the miniaturisation of 
electronics in such now-common de-
vices as RFID tags, the concept seems 
to have crystallised into an image of 
the city as a vast, efficient robot a vi-
sion that originated with giant technol-
ogy companies. The coronavirus pan-
demic has already changed many 
aspects of life. How we travel, how we 
work and how we live. Experts warn it 
may even change how some of our cit-
ies will look and operate in the future. 
We are the ones who can change it for 
positive by highlighting and adopting 
the concept of smart cities with more 
focus on sanitation. 
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The Pakistan Movement was po-
litically planned and conduct-
ed on the basis of the Two Na-
tion Theory; the Muslims of 
India being one nation that 

sought and struggled for a homeland. Di-
versity remains a pivotal perspective of 
Pakistan. While gazing in the past it be-
comes more evident that Pakistan was 
meant to be a separate state.  Mahatma 
Gandhi said in 1944 that a body of con-
verts could not constitute a nation.  To 
this Jinnah replied, “We maintain and 
hold that Muslims and Hindus are two 
major nations by any definition or test of 
a nation. We are a nation of a hundred 
million people, and, what is more, we are 
a nation with our own distinctive culture 
and civilization, language and literature, 
art and architecture, names and nomen-
clature, sense of value and proportion, 
legal laws and moral codes, customs and 
calendar, history and traditions, apti-
tudes and ambitions – in short, we have 
our own distinctive outlook on life and 
of life.” In 1946 the Cabinet Mission Plan, 
brought by Sir Stafford Cripps to keep 
India united on the basis of Muslim and 
Hindu majority provinces with their re-
spective governments, was scuttled by 
Jawaharlal Nehru, who claimed that par-
liament in India would be sovereign and 
could change the constitution left be-
hind by the British. Jinnah demanded 
complete separation of India into two 
states as what the Muslims desired most 

was freedom, fraternity and liberty 
which Jinnah said was “the life and blood 
of the Muslims”. Pakistan has faced many 
ups and downs throughout its history 
and there are many challenges ahead. In 
this scenario the need of a national nar-
rative become more viable with a clear 
voyage for adoption.  After analyzing the 
whole situation COPAIR come up with 
the idea of National narrative which is 
nothing else but very simple and perti-
nent, “Hum sub ka Pakistan”. The term 
narrative means the layout or the frame-
work in which one wants to express his 
own point of view regarding a certain 
issue to another person and impress or 
convince him with the validity and use-
fulness of that idea. In broader perspec-
tive National narrative becomes a na-
tion’s identity and way forward to act 
accordingly. Therefore the argument 
propagated needs to be equipped and 
supported with the right type of data 
and preparation with its viability. Na-
tional integrity and national consensus 
for building a common national narra-
tive is not an easy process it rather re-
quires immense sense of responsibility. 
Forging national consensus also require 
hard work on the part of Government in-
stitutions, Academia and intellectuals. 
There emerges a question that why it is 
important to have a national narrative. 
In order to build a narrative it is impera-
tive to know that it can’t be a successful 
process without the involvement of the 
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youth.  It has been realized that Pakistani 
youth has been facing manifold challeng-
es concerning their ideological orienta-
tion. There is a particular segment of the 
society continuously trying to detract 
the youth bulge of Pakistan buy sowing 
the seeds of hatred. Same goes for those 
who are trying to attack on the sover-
eignty and national security of Pakistan 
via cyber attacks and other threats.  Such 
segments within and outside the coun-
try are creating illusions, confusions and 
misunderstanding regarding national-
ism. So in this difficult time the ideology 
of Pakistan and ideological identity of 
the state has more importance than any-
thing else. Identity crisis for Pakistani 
youth needs to be addressed. In such a 
scenario, there is dire need to safeguard 
our youth from all such types of threats. 
It is essential to comprehend that Paki-
stan was an outcome of the struggle of 
our ancestors. The struggle for this sepa-
rate homeland is the actual story of sac-
rifices at all levels. Youth of Pakistan 
needs to understand the purpose of the 
creation of this country.  Tolerance, 
peace and inclusivity within and outside 
the country should be few of their prior-
ities.  This is how we can fight against all 
the evils and enemies of our motherland. 
They must have inspiration and motiva-
tion to play a constructive role in pro-
gression of the country and well-being of 
its people as was envisioned by Allama 
Muhammad Iqbal and personified by 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 
National narrative is also important to 
defeat the extremist narrative of the cul-
prits and enemies of Pakistan.  The 
21st-century battleground is defined by 
the emergence of “information warfare” 
which constitutes a multitude of facets 
that keep complicating an already satu-
rated battle space. The information war-
fare has also managed to penetrate into 
all areas of public life where it is being 
used by corporations, political parties 
and most alarmingly by terrorist groups. 
Pakistan is being threatened by India on 
the military and diplomatic fronts and is 
the victim of Indian sponsored informa-
tion warfare. Information warfare refers 
to the manipulation of information to 
engineer the perception of the targeted 
audience so that they start to question 
their own government’s narrative and 
act against their own national interests. 
India is using ‘information’ against Paki-
stan to promote India’s vested interests 
and to harm Pakistan. Here emerges an-
other need which is necessary to deal 
with. Cyberspace is becoming an im-
portant meeting place for ideologically 
and politically motivated terrorists, par-
ticularly because this offers them a con-
venient space to pursue their local and 
transnational agendas. They can use cy-
berspace for a number of activities: com-
munication, propaganda, indoctrination, 
radicalisation, recruitment and training. 
After realizing this particular veracity 
COPAIR has initiated the National narra-
tive of “Hum sub ka Pakistan”. The narra-
tive building is difficult process there-
fore COPAIR, is committed to work with 

an amalgamated approach. The contours 
of a national narrative need to be de-
signed by a broader vision with a futur-

istic approach. This is what COPAIR, is 
doing by collaborating with all stake 
holders.  A national narrative serves as a 
purpose of defining the nation’s identity 
during times of adversity. There should 
certainly be a continuous process of 
close collaboration with different stake-
holders to evolve and sustain this na-
tional narrative over time by updating 
the working paper. COPAIR believe that 
promoting dialogue will permit the 
practice of free speech to flourish, thus 
will encourage a culture of tolerance to 
arise within Pakistani society. Ultimately, 
this may help youth who are susceptible 
to extremist ideologies understand and 
better confront the ideas that form the 
bedrock of radicalization. They can bet-
ter handle the cyber attacks been im-
posed by external elements as well. 
However, if the national narrative is to 

affect change in this way, there must be 
an effort by all stakeholders to compel 
mainstream political parties, civil soci-
ety, and the media to take ownership of 
this narrative because this is Hum sub ka 
Pakistan.  Although there seems to be 
political engagements but still more en-
gagements are required to ensure that 
the national narrative will permeate so-
ciety. While managing the counter-nar-
rative political parties, educational insti-
tutions, the media, and civil society 
should further interact with the public 
more for a comprehensive response. 
Consequently, these segments of society 
would need to disseminate the narrative 
among the masses to ensure that its ide-
als are being articulated and harnessed 
in the discourse of society. The funda-
mentals of National Narrative Hum sub 
ka Pakistan actually based on over seven 
decades of Pakistan’s history which 
evolved with the passage of time.  while 
having a look of Quaid’s address of 11th 
August, 1947 we got to know about the 
clear narrative for a separate homeland, 
emphasizing equality, brotherhood and 
national integration, but terrorism and 
subsequent events, threats from the 
neighbors created many crises and 
problems for national integration. All 
this culminated into lack of actual narra-
tive at national level. COPAIR rightly un-
derstood the need for debates and dis-
cussions in all the governmental and 
research bodies and institutions of every 
sphere with scholars, both academic and 
religious, to take guidelines in order to 

formulate national narrative, conse-
quently Hum sub ka Pakistan emerged 
not only as a National narrative but the 
actual need of time. COPAIR also under-
stands that throughout the course of his-
tory, states and non-state actors have 
developed themes, values and ideas to 
promote their visions. So there has also 
been a need to develop National narra-
tive which propagates the aim and way 
forward together. For developing a Na-
tional narrative One can cast an eye on 
the international system that how narra-
tives have been constructed at the global 
level. National narratives are also con-
structed keeping in view the domestic 
and international vision of the state that 
evolves over the period of time. A nation-
al narrative is constructed in such a way 
that identity, history, ideology, geogra-
phy, culture, foreign policy and other.

Cyberspace is becoming an im-
portant meeting place for ideo-
logically and politically motivated 
terrorists, particularly because 
this offers them a convenient space 
to pursue their local and trans-
national agendas. They can use 
cyberspace for a number of activ-
ities: communication, propagan-
da, indoctrination, radicalisation, 
recruitment and training. After 
realizing this particular veracity 
COPAIR has initiated the Nation-
al narrative of “Hum sub ka Paki-
stan”. The narrative building is dif-
ficult process therefore COPAIR, is 
committed to work with an amal-
gamated approach. The contours 
of a national narrative need to be 
designed by a broader vision with 
a futuristic approach. This is what 
COPAIR, is doing by collaborating 
with all stake holders.  A nation-
al narrative serves as a purpose 
of defining the nation’s identity 
during times of adversity.
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These are extraordinary 
times. Economies all over 
the world, including Pa-
kistan, have come to a 
screeching halt. An econ-
omy that was only just 

recovering from an external crisis that 
saw the country go back to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
another bailout has now been dealt a 

body blow whose impact is unimag-
inable. During every major economic 
crisis in Pakistan and there have been 
several of them the wheels of the in-
formal economy have chugged along. 
Today, the informal sector stands to 
lose the most, particularly the tens of 
millions of workers who rely on this 
cash-based sector to provide them 
with the bare-minimum income re-

WAY 
FORWARD

 
• The government must address 

the key issues of trade and in-
dustry, facilitate better growth 
of business activities, improve 
tax revenue of government and 
help in revival of economy. Here 
are some recommendations in 
this regard. 

• The interest rate should be 
brought down further while the 

markup on loans under the refi-
nance scheme on wages should 
be abolished. 

• Extending the incentive packag-
es given to construction sector 
to other sectors such as health-
care, education and gems and 
jewelry be formalized.

• Lowering the sales tax rate to 
provide stimulus to falling econ-
omy allowing the business activ-
ities; Federal Board of Revenue 
should revise its revenue targets 
considering low economic activ-
ity and prioritise facilitating the 
businessmen in these times of 

COVID-19 

Pak Economy & 
Way Forward

Pakistan is coming up with 
innovative smart solutions 

and exploring the use 
of technology to create 

awareness, mitigate the risks, 
and contain the shock 

created by such pandemics.
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quired to meet their daily needs. The 
Covid-19 curve in Pakistan is steepen-
ing with every passing day. There has 
been no good sentiment in the air on 
the trading floor of the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange since the beginning of March. 
And it all fell down like a house of cards 
on March 9 when the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia announced it was waging a 
price war against Russia to capture a 
greater share of the oil market as de-
mand has been sliding, with China, Eu-
rope and the rest of the world hit hard 
by the spread of Covid-19. Almost 60% 

of Pakistan’s exports are textiles. The 
problem this sector is currently facing 
is that the majority of the raw materi-
als dye and chemicals that are required 
to produce textiles are imported from 
China. The industry contributes highly 
to the foreign-currency reserves of this 
dollar-strapped country that finds it-
self quite frequently with just enough 
reserves to pay for one and a half to 

two months of imports. The last quar-
ter of the ongoing fiscal year and the 
first two quarters of the upcoming fis-
cal year FY21 will bring unprecedent-
ed levels of cash-shortage problems 
as investors have started moving into 
safe-haven stocks, gold and dollars. 
The dollar is the predominant haven 
at this point in time and the Pakistani 
rupee like any other emerging-mar-
ket currency is losing its value. That’s 
not going to help exports, as the flow 
of raw materials plus the cash crunch 
and outflow of capital at an unprece-
dented pace present many challenges 
to unprepared exporters and the gov-
ernment of Pakistan. 
One of the major deficit powerhouses 
in Pakistan is its national flag carrier 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA), 
which has been running a net operat-
ing loss for decades and now will end 
up furloughing workers if the situa-
tion persists for the next two to three 
months. The airline will keep running a 
loss of about $63 million a month if its 
operation remains suspended for the 
next 25-35 days. The loss of demand is 
hammering the global aviation sector, 
with many small private airlines on the 
verge of bankruptcy.  A rough estimate 
based on Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
data suggests that approximately 4.2 
million salaried-class workers could 
end up jobless by the end of this pe-
riod. Shortage of foreign-exchange 
reserves on the shoulders of plunging 
demand and global supply-chain con-
tagion could send Pakistan’s economy 
to the morgue.  Only a credible cen-
tral bank can implement its monetary 
policy effectively. A strong fiscal and 
monetary stimulus is the need of the 
hour. A 225-basis-point reduction in 
the policy rate at a time when at least a 
400-500-point reduction is necessary 
to induce consumption and investment 
demand was equivalent to turning a 
blind eye to a failing economy during a 
recession. At the moment, it is hard to 
calculate and forecast the true impact 
of coronavirus beyond the estimated 
human toll. 
The outbreak is on-going, and re-
searchers are continuing to learn 
about this new form of virus. While the 
SARS outbreak cost the world $50 bil-
lion, initial estimates for coronavirus 
are already suggesting a loss of $360 

billion. In Pakistan, relatively localised 
epidemics (such as Dengue, measles 
and Hepatitis C) have posed challeng-
es. A full-fledged global pandemic can 
have dire implications. The econom-
ic ramifications of the crisis are also 
significant in Pakistan. A downturn in 
Pakistan’s GDP growth was anticipated 
even before the epidemic reached the 
country. The State Bank had already 
revised downwards the GDP growth 
rate to 3% from an earlier estimate of 
3.5% for the 2020 fiscal year. 
The Asian Development Bank also 
lowered its projected growth rate to 
2.6% from an estimated 2.9% while 
the World Bank has revised it down-
ward to 1.1%. Official assessments 
estimate an initial loss of PKR 2.5 tril-
lion (around $15 billion) It has further 
forecasted an economic loss of up to $5 
billion, while official authorities expect 
anywhere between 12.3 to 18.5 million 
layoffs. 
The government of Pakistan has un-
veiled a Rs 1.13 trillion ($6.76 billion) 
rescue and stimulus package with a 
good balance between providing di-
rect assistance to the vulnerable and 
protecting industry and businesses. 
The allocation is sizeable but its true 
impact can only be assessed by how 
it is implemented. Some of this will 
be funded by support from the World 
Bank and Asian Development Bank 
coming in over the next few months. 
Meanwhile, Punjab has implemented a 
milder form of the lockdown and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) a partial lock-
down. 
The Prime Minister, Imran Khan, has 
been adamant against a complete na-
tion-wide lockdown, stating Pakistan’s 
inability to handle its far-reaching 
economic ramifications. Direct invest-
ments into healthcare infrastructure 
and services have also been undertak-
en. Currently, only half the 2,200 ven-
tilators in Pakistan are functional to 
treat coronavirus patients. An amount 
of Rs 50 billion ($298.94 million) has 
been set aside to purchase medical 
equipment. Pakistan’s testing capacity 
has also been enhanced from 30,000 
to 280,000 and according to official 
sources will be further enhanced to 
900,000 within April. The government 
is also contemplating putting in place 
a Coronavirus Ordinance to speed up 

crisis. 
• The government must bring 

down GST and policy interest 
rate to 5 percent in order to ease 
the difficulties of business com-
munity. It would reduce the cost 
of doing business, encourage 
new investment, promote indus-
trialization and create plenty of 
new jobs for the countless jobless 
people. 

• To combat the impact of 
Covid-19, government must de-
fer the requirement of CNIC for 
sales transactions of Rs.50, 000 
and above till June 2022 that will 

ease the problems of businesses. 
• Currently sales tax on services 

in ICT is 16% while this rate on 
certain services was reduced to 
5% without input tax claim. A 
uniform ST rate of 5% may be 
introduced on services in ICT to 
remove such discrepancies. 

• An out of the box solution can be 
opted to open businesses on al-
ternate bases either via limited 
working hours or geo location 
base. 

• Like other provinces, business-
es and industries in Islamabad 
should also be opened to pro-

vide jobs to labor and re-run the 
wheel of the local economy. 

• The government must make pro-
portionate cut in the prices of 
electricity and gas as has been 
made in the prices of petroleum 
products that will reduce high 
cost of doing business, bring 
down inflation and provide good 
relief to the common man in 
these difficult times.

• The government has increased 
GST up to Rs.17 on all POL prod-
ucts so the government must re-
vise hike in taxes and levy on POL 
products to provide badly need-

ECONOMY 
& FINANCE

23June 2020



procurement and provide protection 
against personal liability of healthcare 
professionals. Pakistan is coming up 
with innovative smart solutions and 
exploring the use of technology to cre-
ate awareness, mitigate the risks, and 
contain the shock created by such pan-
demics. To promote public knowledge, 
the government has, in collaboration 
with the telecommunication industry, 
replaced ringtones with an awareness 
message to the caller about the dangers 
of Covid-19 and measures that can be 
taken to remain safe. The government 
regularly sends an SMS to encourage 
people to wash hands and practice 
social distancing. Authorities are also 
contacting suspects of confirmed cases 
through mobile tracking and pushing 
them to get their tests done. Of course, 
ensuring food security and access to a 
safety net are just as critical as having a 
sound health system. The government 
plans to temporarily abolish all taxes 
on food items and has announced a 
significant reduction in oil prices. Pay-
ment of utility bills has been deferred 
for three months for households with 
bills falling below a certain threshold. 
A sum of Rs 50 billion ($298.94 mil-
lion) has been earmarked for govern-
ment-run utility stores to ensure the 
constant availability of food and oth-
er necessities. Rs 280 billion ($1.68 
billion) has been allocated to ensure 

wheat farmers do not face cash flows 
and to smooth wheat procurement. 
The government has also kept funds 
for logistical support to the Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA), the federal authority man-
dated to deal with a wide spectrum of 
disasters, to ensure food supplies. Fur-
thermore, cash transfers are being lev-
eraged in the country. In fact, Pakistan 
already has placed one of the world’s 
most well targeted cash transfer pro-
grammes the Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP). 
As an immediate top-up to the exist-
ing five million families under BISP, 
the government has enhanced their 
monthly stipend from Rs 2000 ($13) 
to Rs 3000 ($20). More recently the 
government has announced a basic 
income scheme to provide emergency 
cash transfer of Rs 12,000 (compared 
to a minimum legal monthly wage of 
Rs 17,500) using data analytics to de-
cide who is eligible to receive cash 
transfers. It is further expanding the 
inclusion criteria to provide relief to 
those on the margins of hunger such 
as daily wage workers, street vendors, 
rickshaw drivers, particularly during 
the lockdown period.  The provincial 
governments are also gearing up. The 
government of Sindh is providing relief 
in cash and kind through a mechanism 
of self-targeting where the needy call a 

designated telephone line. The process 
to determine eligibility is being refined 
alongside the rollout. Setting the right 
foundation to kick-start the economy 
is imperative for the government. The 
economic stimulus package contains 
a whole range of fiscal measures (tax 
breaks, financial support via utilities, 
fuel and transport subsidies, conces-
sions and tax refunds) to protect ex-
porters and businesspersons. 
The government has also announced a 
separate package worth PKR 100 bil-
lion ($600.42 million) just for SMEs, 
which form close to 90% of all enter-
prises in Pakistan and generate 40% 
of non-agriculture employment. The 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has an-
nounced a Temporary Economic Refi-
nance Facility to fuel new investment. 
This will offer subsidised loans to the 
manufacturing sector and a Refinance 
Facility to allow banks to get loans at 
zero mark-up, which they can offer 
to hospitals at 3% for five years. The 
SBP has also reduced the interest rate 
to 11%, still much higher than other 
countries that have cut down, but 150 
basis points lower than before. It is the 
first economic crisis in Pakistan’s his-
tory to our informal economy directly, 
which has otherwise been a shock ab-
sorber every time Pakistan walked into 
an economic crisis. The bad news is 
that things are going to get a lot worse. 
The good news is that we can emerge 
from this even stronger, if we play our 
cards right. The biggest sources of eco-
nomic pain for Pakistan’s economy 
because of the Covid-19 lockdown in-
clude mass unemployment and sharp 
reduction in domestic consumption 
and exports. This exacerbates an al-
ready fragile economy, where demand 
was being compressed over the last 
two years by raising interest rates and 
depreciation, to successfully make our 
current account deficit collapse faster 
and bring some medium-term stability 
to the rupee’s volatile value. 
The government tried to raise domes-
tic demand by injecting cash and spur-
ring economic activity through the 
Ehsaas Emergency Cash Programme, 
which gives 12 million vulnerable 
families cash to spur consumption 

ed relief to the business commu-
nity and people.

• The government must condu-
cive labour policies in order to 
improve the living standards of 
labour class as better working 
conditions for labour would ac-
celerate the pace of economic 
activities and boost the growth of 
economy of the country.

• All kinds of tax audits, recover-
ies and collections should be de-
ferred and harassment must not 
be taken place on the account of 
tax collection and recoveries.

• The FBR must put efforts and 
their focus must be on the tax 
structure; maximum benefits 
must be given to tax payers. 

• The filers must be given credit on 
their income on the basis of aver-
age tax being paid on a monthly 
basis. 

• Incentive and relief packages 
should be given to all sectors. 
No source of income should be 
sought for investment in any sec-
tor. 

• The government must defer the 
banks mark up on running fi-
nance of businesses/industries 
for 6 months to 1 year as due to 
closure of business activities on 
account of lockdown caused by 
Covid-19, it was not possible for 
businesses and industries to pay 
mark up on running finance in 
these tough times. 

• The government must slash sales 
tax and deferred income tax to 
put economy back on track as Pa-
kistan’s economy is in dire straits 
due to the Corona Lockdown.

• The business of SMEs has suf-
fered massive losses; the gov-
ernment must announce urgent 
relief package for them to save 
these businesses from complete 
collapse. CENTER OF PAKISTAN 
& INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
14 .

• The decision of State Bank of Pa-
kistan to further slash the key 
policy rate by 200 basis points 
to bring it down to 9 percent will 
helpful in reducing the difficulties 
of business community and re-

ECONOMY & FINANCE

24 June 2020



while sustaining them through the 
lockdown. Opening up the construc-
tion sector or engaging in large public 
works programmes are also ways to 
create mass employment, while raising 
domestic demand. However, this is a 
time for bold ideas and big infrastruc-
ture programmes take time to get off 
the ground. 
The informal economy is hurting and 
it’s important to get cash into the 
system. A quick way to get cash into 
the informal economy is to engage in 
small level public works at the dis-
trict level. This could be channeled via 
an existing mechanism which used to 
give MNAs and MPAs development 
expenditure for their constituencies. 
The funds could be used to build local 
roads, plant trees, etc. and enable un-
employed labour to find work. This is a 
localised policy recommendation, even 
though the ruling party has opposed 
channeling development funds via 
MNAs on principle, because of the po-
tential for fueling political patronage. 
If we can roll this out with transpar-
ency and effectiveness, this could be 
an important tool in the government’s 
Covid-19 response toolbox. There are 
also two emerging opportunities in a 
post Covid-19 world order, which Pa-
kistan can take advantage of to reform 
economy. First, dramatically low oil 
and commodity prices (the imported 
inputs), will create a buffer within cur-
rent account, even after considering 
a 15-20% drop in exports and remit-
tances. We must take advantage of this 

buffer and the redesign of global sup-
ply chains (due to US-China tensions) 
to attract foreign investors and allo-
cate resources to new industries that 
fulfil demand for products the world 
needs versus continuing to support 
our rent-seeking industries, which re-
sult in a sub-optimal allocation of our 
limited economic resources. Second, 
the crisis opens opportunities where 
Pakistan’s current geo-political advan-
tages sit. The US will want to exit Af-
ghanistan even faster, which can help 

us secure debt relief in the interest of 
a stable region. China and the US are 
also locked in a battle for global influ-

ence with the US stopping funding for 
WHO because it’s perceived to be too 
pro-China and this can be leveraged by 
Pakistan to gain access to both their 
markets, attract investment and se-
cure debt relief or re-scheduling. Final-
ly, this is the moment for Pakistan to 
re-negotiate social contract; to spend 
more on healthcare, social safety nets 
for the poor and linking Covid-19 bail-
out money for businesses to enter the 
tax net. Most governments only get one 
chance at the beginning of their tenure 

to push through hard reform. PTI just 
got a second.  

viving business activi- ties. • The 
State Bank’s temporary refinance 
scheme for businesses to avoid 
layoff of workers will be helpful 
in reducing the liquidity issues 
of businesses and saving jobs of 
workers. However, it would have 
been much better if SBP had of-
fered businesses an interest free 
loans scheme so that they could 
be able to restore business activi-
ties and pay more effective role in 
early revival of economy. 

• The businesses will have to pay 
up to 8% interest rate on this 
scheme inclusive markup of com-
mercial banks, which will be dif-
ficult for them in the prevailing 
trying circumstances so SBP must 
further reduce mark up from 5 
percent to 2-3 percent so that 
maximum businesses could take 
benefit from this scheme in order 
to reduce their liquidity issues 
that would also help in speedy 
revival of business activities. 

• Financial security space is 
shrinking for the business wom-
en; therefore the government 
must announce a bailout package 
for them without further delay.

• The government must extend 
cheaper insurance packages to 
doctors, nurses, armed forces, 
police, and those volunteers who 
are putting their life at stake to 

serve humanity. 
• Alteration in energy purchase 

agreements amid coronavirus 
outbreak can help the country 
save billions of dollars; the gov-
ernment must reduce electricity 
and gas tariff to boot agriculture, 
industrial production, exports 
and employment.

• If the government takes a lock-
down to control Corona, com-
plete lockdown by imposing an 
emergency in the country, all 
types of taxes will be waived for 
one year and all receipts will be 
deferred. 

• The government to finalize a bail-
out package for coronavirus-hit 
SMEs at the earliest in order to 
save them from default and ex-
tinction. 

• Insurance companies are a vital 
component of the economy which 
must be officially included in the 
list of essential service so that it 
can remain open during this peri-
od of lockdown on account of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

• Insurance sector not only pro-
vide security to business assets 
worth trillions of rupees but also 
give businesses and individuals 
the sense of security that they 
will be protected in case of any 
misfortune or catastrophe. 

• The compressed natural gas sec-

tor is at the verge of destruction 
due to parity between the price 
of petrol and local gas; price of 
gas must have been reduced af-
ter decreasing the price of petrol 
to keep the troubled business of 
CNG viable as both the fuels are 
linked.

• Ban on exports of all edible items 
will ensure adequate food supply 
to the local market at affordable 
rates; some food items are still 
costly, for which imports must 
be allowed as an extension in the 
ban will force hoarders to bring 
their commodities to market to 
sell them on affordable rates. 

• Continued closure of Pak-Afghan 
border has become a threat to 
businesses on both sides of the 
divide and is bankrupting busi-
nesses, creating a shortage of 
industrial raw material and con-
tributing to food insecu- rity. 

• Cement manufacturers have in-
creased prices up to Rs55 per 
bag that should be noticed by 
the authorities; the government 
must take note of the situation, 
discourage cartel in the cement 
sector, allow imports by reducing 
regulatory duty, and encourage 
new groups to invest in this sec-
tor.

                 
*****************************
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After the independence of 
Pakistan, the only thing 
India envied was the al-
luvial fertile land of the 
country signalling the 
potency of the sector to 

lead the country’s economy. Pakistan 
remained an agro-based economy af-
terwards and even with the waves of 
industrialization in the country, the 
industrial development remained 
rickety in different governments. The 
potential of the country to become 
the most desirable country for fruits, 
vegetable and other such goods re-
mained fallow due to negligence of 
previous leadership to modernize the 
farming and educating the farmers 
to increase the yield. This could have 
been possible if the country’s indus-
trial base can develop and manufac-
ture the modern machinery required 
for the transformation of traditional 
methods of farming. Many critics often 
credit the floundering economic con-

dition of the country to the partial and 
overlooked industrialization process 
in the country. The incumbent gov-
ernment has ushered in a new hope 
of industrialization and infrastructure 
development in the country. To serve 
the purpose, numerous projects have 
already been commenced under the 
leadership of Imran Khan and his vi-
sion of a developed and self-regulat-
ing Pakistan. However, there are hur-
dles in the path of national industrial 
development as a country has energy 
deficit, lack of funds and skilled labour. 
Considering all these factors impeding 
the country’s industrial growth, the 
PTI government has taken new initia-
tives to build Economic Zones that will 
reap benefits in the next three to ten 
years. The renewed scheme includes 
the Faisalabad district in the CPEC 
route and Special Economic Zone 
where Faisalabad Industrial Estate De-
velopment & Management Company 
(FIEDMC) is the largest development 

FIEDMC - Pak Leader in SZEs

The portfolio of 
FIEDMC is valued more 
than 350billion rupees 

with its equity of 
developing world-class 

industrial estates.
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partner of the government. FIEDMC 
has become a leading company with 
the development of more than 11000 
acres of land. To promote the economic 

development of Pakistan through the 
establishment of industrial estates, it 
serves as a key Government entity in 
developing and diversifying the econ-
omy of Pakistan through the creation 
of specialized industrial zones. FIED-
MC has undertaken three projects of 
national importance, namely the Val-
ue addition City, M-3 Industrial City 

and Allama Iqbal City. The portfolio of 
FIEDMC is valued more than 350bil-
lion rupees with its equity of develop-
ing world-class industrial estates and 
provision of congenial infrastructure 
to prospective entrepreneurs for set-
ting up large scale industrial units and 
SME’s.  Recently, the PM Imran Khan 
inaugurated the Allama Iqbal Industri-
al City, a special economic zone (SEZ) 

under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) in the east of Faisala-
bad city on M-4 Sahinwala Interchange. 
Addressing the groundbreaking cer-
emony of the SEZ, the prime minister 
termed CPEC as an excellent oppor-
tunity for the industrial development 
of Pakistan and the SEZ the first step 
towards the prosperous future of his 
country. Allama Iqbal Industrial City 
is likely to have an investment of 400 
billion Pakistani rupees (about 2.58 
billion USD), and create 300,000 em-
ployments and is likely to have more 
than 557 industries in various sectors 
including integrated textile, food pro-
cessing, construction material, phar-
maceutical, automobiles, and steel. Ac-
cording to the authorities, there is an 
expedited development going on in the 
phase-I that is expected to complete its 
milestone in six-months whereas the 
phase-II is in its planning phase. There 
has been a special compensation given 
to the investors in the project by the 
incumbent government, including the 
10-year tax wavier and excluding the 
import duties on technology transfers 
in the country. PM Khan, on an open-
ing ceremony, lauded the Chinese in-
vestors for transfer technology to the 
country and relocation of Chinese in-
dustries in Pakistani, ameliorating the 
socio-economic condition of people 
and will result in human development. 
Punjab’s Minister of Commerce Mian 
Aslam and FIEDMC young Chairman 
Mian Kashif are the persons acknowl-
edgeable for this huge development 
and their untiring contribution to the 
country’s economic growth. According 
to the authorities, the exporting indus-

try will have preferential treatment fol-
lowing the industries involved in tech-
nology transfer and then the domestic 
industrial base. This is in line with the 
vision of Imran Khan to follow the suit 
of the Chinese model of economic de-
velopment and to follow the principle 
of inward growth. As PM Khan said 
that, we want to create wealth by in-
creasing our exports and spending the 

generated revenues on the poor strata 
of society.  More than 29 Chinese com-
panies have signed MOU’s with FIED-
MC up until now and this figure is pro-
jected to reach up to 150 companies 
in the coming year. The phase-II of the 
project includes a specially dedicated 
land of 150acres to the furniture in-
dustry, labelling it as Furniture city to 
promote the country’s export base in 
this sector and to facilitate the SME’s 
working in this niche market. This 
plan also includes the development of 
a Center of Excellence, which will train 
the unskilled population for their in-
clusion in the SEZ’s. For the early start-
ers, a segment of 1250acres of land has 
been designated for the same purpose 
in the M-3 Industrial City project of 
FIEDMC due to high demand for land 
by the local and foreign investors. 100 
acre has been assigned for the common 
workplaces like warehouses for logis-
tics, vocational institutes and other 
commercial activities.  It is estimated 
that in the next four years, these three 
zones (Value added City, M-3 Industrial 
City, and Allama Iqbal Industrial City) 
will create more than 400,000 jobs for 
skilled labour in the country. Moreover, 
a special preference has been given to 
the local population with regards to 
employment in these developmental 
projects. For training and skill devel-
opment, a German institute ‘JIZ’, Fauji 
Foundation, and Punjab Vocational 
Training Institute are collaborating 
and will soon announce their joint ven-
ture. These projects also promise to 
furnish more than 70thousand jobs by 
the end of next year where more than 
20thousand Chinese speaking Paki-

stani citizens will be employed. Allama 
Iqbal Industrial City is one of the nine 
SEZs planned to be built under CPEC 
across Pakistan. The SEZs are lifelines 
of Pakistan’s industrial development 
as they are likely to create over 2 mil-
lion employments across the country, 
besides enhancing exports and up-
lifting several potential sectors of the 
country.
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Since taking charge of his office 
as UN Secretary General in Jan-
uary 2017, António Guterres 
has been playing an active and 

dynamic role to execute his profes-
sional duties despite facing numerous 
challenges. The UN Secretary-Gen-
eral has the potential to wield great 
moral authority on the world stage.  
Having witnessed the suffering of the 
most vulnerable people on earth, in 
refugee camps and in war zones, the 
Secretary-General is determined to 
make human dignity the core of his 
work, and to serve as a peace broker, 
a bridge-builder and a promoter of 
reform and innovation.  Prior to his 
appointment as Secretary-General, Gu-
terres served as United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees from June 
2005 to December 2015,  heading one 
of the world’s foremost humanitarian 
organizations during some of the most 
serious displacement crises in de-
cades. The conflicts in Syria and Iraq, 
and the crises in South Sudan, the Cen-
tral African Republic and Yemen, led to 
a huge rise in UNHCR’s activities as the 
number of people displaced by conflict 
and persecution rose from 38 million 
in 2005 to over 60 million in 2015. He 
used it to bring major pressure to bear 
on recalcitrant states that commit, or 
block action to stop, abuses. As a for-
mer UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, Guterres knows the importance 
of reacting to a humanitarian crisis 
fast, even if it means grasping a po-
litical nettle. Too often world leaders 
have disregarded clear signs of loom-
ing disaster leading preventable loss of 
life. The world continues to face grave 
global challenges that no single Mem-
ber State or organization can address 
alone. The existential threat posed by 
climate change is paramount among 
those perils. Climate change-related 
disasters affect an average of 350 mil-
lion people every year, and every day 
global warming is reversing hard-won 
development gains and exacerbating 
poverty. Biodiversity is being lost at 
an alarming rate. In 2019, nearly 142 
million people will need humanitar-
ian assistance. Armed conflicts and 
violence continue to destroy lives and 
communities. Conflicts have become 
more complex and interlinked. Vio-
lent extremism and terrorism contin-
ue to destabilize countries and entire 

regions. Pervasive pov-
erty and rising inequali-
ty across and especially 
within countries are of 
significant concern, as 
are the worrying trends of shrinking 
democratic and civic space, often af-
fecting human rights defenders, health 
workers and journalists first. Violence 
against women and girls and renewed 

pushback against women’s rights and 
gender equality remain pervasive 
across the world. Those factors, among 
others, have contributed to increasing 
levels of displacement, which expose 
vulnerable populations on the move 
to human rights violations and create 
complex challenges in transit and des-
tination countries. As these and other 
problems persist and proliferate, we 
see growing fear, uncertainty and frus-
tration undermining public trust in in-
stitutions and political establishments 
and providing a breeding ground for 

hate speech, xenophobia and other di-
visive and dangerous narratives. Chal-
lenging global trends underscored the 
need for multilateral action to prevent 
conflict and to keep and sustain peace. 
After decades of decline, the resur-
gence of conflict continued. Wars, vio-
lence and persecution uprooted nearly 
71 million people. An increased num-
ber of locations experienced violence, 
and the number of conflict actors pro-
liferated, with dire implications for 
civilians. Conflicts were often regional 
and, despite some progress, terror-
ism and violent extremism persisted. 
More generally, poor governance and 
unequal access to opportunity con-
tinued to fuel discontent in societies. 
Hard-earned governance gains are put 
at risk and the space for inclusive pol-
itics continues to shrink, creating the 
potential for instability. Elections, if 
not inclusive and peaceful, sometimes 
served as triggers for violence. While 
technological progress brought about 
benefits, it also created disruptions. 
The year also marked the seventieth 
anniversary of United Nations peace-
keeping. The context in which peace-
keeping operates today has changed 
dramatically since 1948. Many loca-
tions in which the Security Council 
now mandates peacekeeping missions 
face protracted crises with multiple 
adversaries, stalled peace processes, 
organized crime and attacks from vi-
olent extremists or terrorists. He also 
kept human rights and humanitarian 
principles front and centre in the de-
bate, rather than sacrificial lambs on 
the altar of realpolitik. Amid current 
pandemic outbreak, António Guterres 
has been active in mobilizing the in-
ternational community to curb the 
Coronavirus. He has warned that the 
current coronavirus outbreak is the 
biggest challenge for the world since 
World War Two; it can bring a reces-
sion that probably has no parallel in 
the recent past. His warning comes 
amid dire predictions about the pos-
sible economic impact of measures 
imposed to fight the virus. Countries 
around the world have imposed a se-
ries of measures, including restrict-
ing people’s movements and closing 

BRIEF BIO
 
• Guterres was born in Lisbon 
in 1949 and graduated from the Insti-
tuto Superior Técnico with a degree 
in engineering. He is fluent in Portu-
guese, English, French and Spanish. 
He is married to Catarina de Almeida 
Vaz Pinto, Deputy Mayor for Culture of 
Lisbon, and has two children, a step-
son and three grandchildren.
• Guterres is a member of the 
Club of Madrid, a leadership alliance 
of democratic former presidents and 
prime ministers from around the 
world.
• From 1981 to 1983, Guterres 
was a member of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe
• Mr. Guterres was elected to 
the Portuguese Parliament in 1976 
where he served as a member for 17 
years.
• He was president of the Euro-
pean Council in early 2000.
• He served as prime minister of 
Portugal from 1995 to 2002.
• Before joining UNHCR, Gu-
terres spent more than 20 years in 
government and public service.

Steering the UN out of 
Global Challenges

Secretary General United 
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most businesses, to curb the spread 
of the virus. The UN report estimates 
that up to 25 million jobs could be lost 
around the world as the result of the 
outbreak. It also projects an up to 40% 
downward pressure on global foreign 
direct investment flows. Covid-19 is 
the greatest test that we have faced to-
gether since the formation of the Unit-
ed Nations, he said, calling for an im-
mediate coordinated health response 
to suppress transmission and end the 
pandemic. Equal parts diplomat and 
advocate, civil servant and CEO, the 
Secretary-General is a symbol of Unit-
ed Nations ideals and a spokesman for 
the interests of the world’s peoples, 
in particular the poor and vulnerable 
among them. 
The Charter describes the Secre-
tary-General as chief administrative 
officer of the Organization, who shall 
act in that capacity and perform such 
other functions as are entrusted to him 
or her by the Security Council, General 
Assembly, Economic and Social Coun-
cil and other United Nations organs. 
The Charter also empowers the Secre-
tary-General to bring to the attention of 
the Security Council any matter which 
in his opinion may threaten the main-
tenance of international peace and 
security. These guidelines both define 
the powers of the office and grant it 
considerable scope for action. The Sec-
retary-General would fail if he did not 

take careful account of the concerns of 
Member States, but he must also up-
hold the values and moral authority of 
the United Nations, and speak and act 
for peace, even at the risk, from time to 
time, of challenging or disagreeing with 
those same Member States. That cre-
ative tension accompanies the Secre-
tary-General through day-to-day work 
that includes attendance at sessions 
of United Nations bodies; consulta-
tions with world leaders, government 
officials, and others; and worldwide 
travel intended to keep him in touch 
with the peoples of the Organization’s 
Member States and informed about 
the vast array of issues of international 

concern that are on the 
Organization’s agenda. 
Indeed, the only hint 
of a job description 
comes from Article 
97 of the UN Charter, 
which defines the role 
as chief administrative 
officer of the organisation.  This speaks 
to the internal dimensions of the Sec-
retary-General´s work and António 
Guterres has positioned himself as a 
reformist in this regard. Among his 
proposed reforms he has prioritised 
achieving gender parity across the UN 
Staff; streamlining the UN Develop-
ment System, under which currently 
a surplus of regional offices is drain-
ing the budget; and restructuring the 
UN Peacekeeping forces, especially in 
response to the accusations of sexual 
exploitation.  
The Secretary General also has the 
opportunity to cast the spotlight on 
pressing international issues. In his 
role as High Commissioner of UNHCR, 
Guterres successfully drew attention 
to the Mediterranean refugee crisis. 
However, the humanitarian crises be-
falling Yemen, Nigeria, Somalia and 
South Sudan have not garnered the 
coverage they perhaps deserved in 
2017, which may be perceived as a 
lapse on Guterres´ part.  The vision 
by which Antonio Guterres interprets 
his role as Secretary-General is slowly 

starting to emerge, although this will 
always be subject to contingent forces. 
Guterres, by all accounts an indefatiga-
ble worker, faces a growing to-do list 
and concurrently growing responsi-
bilities.  According to Guterres, organi-
zation is doing everything possible to 
improve accountability and end sexual 
abuse and exploitation by peacekeep-
ers. Strong prevention and response 
measures, as well as the appointment 
of a Victims’ Rights Advocate, were 
among the steps he mentioned. The UN 
chief calls for increased momentum 
and partnerships in building what he 
sees as a culture of continual improve-
ment and accountability. He laid out 

10 points for collective action ranging 
from greater support for UN missions 
operating in the most challenging en-
vironments, to enhancing intelligence, 
situation analysis and understanding 
of the needs of the authorities and lo-
cal people in countries hosting UN mis-
sions. There are also plans for the UN 
to work with countries that contribute 
uniformed personnel to peacekeeping 
missions in building a framework to 
better systematize performance evalu-
ation and accountability.  With the UN 
currently experiencing a cash crisis, 
which also affects peacekeeping, the 
Secretary General urges countries to 
ensure the Organization remains fund-
ed.  United Nations peace operations 
are more cost-effective than ever, but 
we cannot implement mandates with-
out consistent, predictable, adequate 
financing.  We need budgets to follow 
mandates, not mandates to follow bud-
gets. The UN chief recalled that his  Ac-
tion for Peacekeeping initiative renews 
collective commitment to excellence 
amid an increasingly dangerous land-
scape for the blue helmets and their 

civilian colleagues. Across all missions, 
we have introduced new systems and 
tools to evaluate performance. These 
include regular military and police unit 
evaluations and a hospital evaluation 
system. As a result, we are engaging 
with Member States in a more focused 
way. In some cases, we have repatriat-
ed underperforming troops; in others, 
we have deployed mentors or training 
teams. There also has been progress 
in intelligence sharing, reducing gaps 
in vital equipment, improving safe-
ty and security of peacekeepers, and 
in increasing the numbers of women 
serving under the UN flag, among oth-
er areas. 

”Global challenges require global 
solutions. It is not enough to proclaim 
the virtue of multilateralism; we must 
prove its added value.”
 Antoìnio Guterres
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The Council of Ministers of Foreign 
Affairs of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States (CIS) has emphasized 
the relevance of joining efforts of the 
CIS member states in preventing the 
consequences of the coronavirus pan-
demic. CIS FMs held a meeting in the 
form of a video conference which was 
chaired by Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of Uzbekistan Abdulaziz Kamilov. The 
parties supported the proposal of the 
Uzbek side to hold the next meeting of 
the CIS Ministerial Council in October 
this year in Tashkent.  Following the 
meeting, 11 documents were signed in 
various spheres of cooperation; mutu-
ally agreed decisions were made on all 
the issues of the agenda. The partici-
pants exchanged congratulations on 
the occasion of the 75th Anniversary 
of the Victory over Fascism. 
The heads of the foreign affairs agen-
cies of the Commonwealth considered 
current issues on the international 
agenda and interaction within the CIS, 
the state and prospects of increasing 
the role and place of the organization 
in international and regional affairs, 
as well as discussed a number of or-
ganizational issues. Special attention 
was paid to issues of strengthening 
dialogue between the foreign affairs 
agencies in ensuring security and sta-
bility in the territory of the CIS coun-
tries, as well as further development of 
cooperation in investment, transport, 
innovation, culture, sports and youth 
policy. The Council of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) has dis-
cussed a number of important issues 
relating to the interaction of countries 
within the Commonwealth in view of 
the epidemiological situation in the 
world. An exchange of views took 
place on key aspects of the regional 
and world agenda, including ensuring 
peace and security, countering mod-
ern threats and challenges, biological 
and environmental security, as well as 
other pressing issues of partnership 

of mutual interest. CIS was created in 
December 1991. In the adopted Dec-
laration the participants of the Com-
monwealth declared their interaction 
on the basis of sovereign equality.  At 
present the CIS unites: Azerbaijan, Ar-
menia, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Russia, Tajiki-
stan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 
Ukraine. In September 1993 the Heads 
of the CIS States signed an Agreement 
on the creation of Economic Union 
to form common economic space 
grounded on free movement of goods, 
services, labour force, capital; to elab-
orate coordinated monetary, tax, price, 
customs, external economic policy; to 
bring together methods of regulating 
economic activity and create favour-
able conditions for the development of 
direct production relations. 
The parties noted the importance of 
maintaining, under the conditions of 
quarantine restrictions, all existing 
and established mechanisms for in-
teraction in trade, economic, transport 
and communication spheres, as well as 
the full functioning of the CIS free trade 
zone. The heads of delegations empha-
sized the relevance of joining efforts of 
the CIS member states in preventing 
the consequences of the coronavirus 
pandemic. CIS FMs held a meeting in 
the form of a video conference which 
was attended by Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkmenistan R. Meredov 
along with other Foreign Ministers of 
the Commonwealth member states, as 
well as the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee - CIS Executive Secretary 
S. N. Lebedev. The joint actions of the 
member states of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States in countering 
the pandemic were discussed. In this 
regard, the need to establish effective 
mechanisms of interaction was em-
phasized. Minister R.Meredov noted 
the advisability of considering the is-
sue of establishing contacts between 
medical scientists, medical practi-
tioners through scientific diplomacy. 

INT’L AGENDA & CIS ROLE 

FMs discuss global 
epidemiological situation

“We have planned to hold a 
regular meeting of the 
CIS Council of Foreign 

Ministers in Tashkent on 
October 15,” Lavrov said
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He noted that “such an approach to 
systematic work at a professional level 
was initiated by the President of Turk-
menistan during the recent Summit of 
the Non-Aligned Movement”.  The legal 
base of interaction was examined in 
detail, including the coordination of 
approaches and positions of the CIS 
countries within the framework of in-
ternational organizations, mainly the 
UN, OSCE, EU and SCO. In this context, 
it was about the importance of build-
ing confidence and establishing a cul-
ture of dialogue in interstate relations, 
especially when resolving disputes and 
contradictions that arise. 
The parties also confirmed the im-
portance of expanding cooperation in 
the field of economics, energy, science 
and education, as well as in the devel-
opment and implementation of inno-
vations and advanced technologies 
in key sectors of the economy. Upon 
the outcomes of the session, the sign-
ing of a number of documents took 
place, including “On the Plan of Mul-
tilevel Inter-MFA Consultations in the 
Framework of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States for 2019 and on 
the Plan for 2020,” “On the Strategy for 
the Development of Cooperation of the 
Member States of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States in the field of 
physical culture and sports for 2021– 
2030” and “On the implementation in 
2022 of the Interstate program “Cul-
tural Capitals of the Commonwealth”. 
In order to facilitate further integra-
tion the Agreement on deepening of 
integration in economic and humani-
tarian field of four countries (Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia) and 
Agreement on creation of Common-
wealth of Sovereign Republics (Belar-
us and Russia) with creation of corre-
sponding coordinating bodies were 
signed in 1995. 
In February 1999 by the decision of 
the Interstate Council of four countries 
(Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Rus-
sia) the Republic of Tajikistan was rec-
ognized as participant of the customs 
union enjoying full rights. Speaking at 
a press conference after the meeting, 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov said that the next summit of for-
eign ministers of the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) is sched-
uled to take place on October 15 in 
the Uzbek capital city of Tashkent. “We 
have planned to hold a regular meeting 
of the CIS Council of Foreign Ministers 
in Tashkent on October 15,” Lavrov 
said. According to the Russian minister, 
the upcoming meeting’s agenda will 
include some of the issues discussed 
by his counterparts and himself at the 
meeting earlier in the day, including 
those involving integration around cul-
ture, humanitarian affairs, education, 
youth affairs, tourism, defense and 
security, as well cooperation among 
law enforcement agencies. Lavrov said 
some of these issues were to be sub-
mitted to the Council of CIS Heads of 
State, which is scheduled to convene in 

Tashkent a day after the foreign minis-
ters’ meeting, on October 16. The CIS 
countries are Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mol-
dova, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan. Russian Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said that Moscow did 
not suspect that Washington deliber-
ately obscuring the history of World 
War II by failing to suitably account 
for the role the Soviet Union played in 
defeating Nazism in Europe, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
Tuesday, adding that the United States’ 
reluctance to give credit to the Red 
Army is the result of propaganda. On 
May 8, otherwise known in many west-
ern countries as Victory in Europe Day, 
the White House made posts on Twit-
ter and Instagram stating that only the 
US and UK were responsible for the 
defeat of Nazi Germany. This is not the 
first time that US officials have failed to 
give credit to the Soviet armed forces, 
as Vice President Mike Pence did not 
mention that Red Army troops liberat-
ed the Auschwitz concentration camp, 
during a speech at the World Holocaust 
Forum in January. “To be honest, it is 
not surprising to hear such things, and 
not because we suspect any particular 
US politician is deliberately obscuring 
history. This is the result of efforts to 

influence public consciousness, includ-
ing by politicians. 
They are not immune to the spread 
of propaganda, which is trying to put 
those responsible for liberating Eu-
rope from the brown plague, the Soviet 
Union, as equally responsible for the 
outbreak of World War II as Hitler’s 
Germany,” the official said . Lavrov 
stated that the White House’s failure to 
acknowledge the heroic efforts of the 
Soviet Union was regrettable, especial-
ly as both Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and US leader Donald Trump 
released a joint statement on April 
25, marking the 75th anniversary of 
the Meeting on the Elbe, when Soviet 
troops met with their US counterparts. 
Consequently, Moscow will look to find 
the appropriate format to begin dis-
cussions with Washington over these 
issues, Lavrov stated. “We will find 
with the Americans a format in which 
these questions can be posed and lis-
tened to, regarding their opinion of the 
current situation. Because what we see 

are very simple statements, such as 
one line for CNN, to drive it into con-
sciousness,” the foreign minister said. 
Putin, during a meeting with the lead-
ers of CIS nations in December, said 
that Russia constantly strives to ensure 
the truthfulness and objectivity of his-
tory. 
In October 2000 the Heads of five 
countries (Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan) signed an 
Agreement on creation of Eurasian 
Economic Community. At present Ar-
menia, Moldova and Ukraine have the 
status of the observer under EAEC. In 
October 2005 Uzbekistan made the 
statement to join this organization. In 
September 2003 four countries - Be-
larus, Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine 
signed an Agreement on Formation of 
CES (Common Economic Space). Inte-
gration of the countries in the frame-
work of the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States is executed through its 
coordinating institutions (charter bod-
ies, executive bodies and the bodies of 
branch cooperation of the CIS). Meet-
ings are held periodically on a rotating 
basis at the CIS countries’ capitals. An 
informal summit was held in Sochi, 
Russia in July 2001. Forums include the 
Council of Heads of State, the Council 
of Prime Ministers, and the Council of 

Foreign Ministers. Upon its foundation, 
members adopted the Alma-Ata Decla-
ration, which confirmed the promise 
of the former republics to cooperate in 
various fields of external and internal 
policies, and announced the guaran-
tees for implementation of the inter-
national commitments of the former 
Soviet Union. Georgia joined the Com-
monwealth in December 1993. The CIS 
performs its activities on the basis of 
the Charter, adopted by the Council of 
Heads of States on 22 January 1993, 
which stipulates the goals and princi-
ples of the Commonwealth, and rights 
and obligations of the countries. The 
Charter states that the Commonwealth 
was formed on the basis of sovereign 
equality of all its members and that the 
Member States were independent and 
equal subjects under international law. 
The Charter also states that the CIS 
serves the development and strength-
ening of friendship, inter-ethnic ac-
cord, trust, mutual understanding, and 
cooperation between States. 
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The Royal Couple of Bhutan 
Queen Jetsun Pema Wangc-
huck and King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck is one 

of the world’s most humble and cele-
brated couple and perhaps the most 
respected Royals in the South Asia. 
Both the Royals own charming person-
alities and look graceful in their formal 
and traditional attires. T h e land-
locked Southern 
Asian nation, 
located on 
the east-
e r n 

e d g e 
of the Himalayas, covers an 
area of about 38,394 square km, and 
has a population of 811,597. The cou-
ple, who has a 22-month-old son, The 
Gyalsey or Prince, have both previous-
ly studied in England, share a love of 
art, and were once dubbed the Will 
and Kate of The Himalayas. The royal 
couple has two children. She became 
queen of the kingdom of Bhutan in Oc-
tober 2011, aged 21, when she mar-
ried King Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck of Bhutan, who is also 
known as the ‘Dragon King’. Before 
taking the throne, the queen attended 
Regent’s University in London, where 
she studied international relations, 
psychology, and art history. The couple 
apparently shares a love of art. King 
Jigme Khesar and Jetsun Pema married 
on 13 October 2011, at Punakha Dz-
ong. The royal wedding ceremony was 
held first in Punakha, followed by for-

mal visits to different parts of the 
country. During the ceremony, the King 
also received the Crown of the Druk 
Gyal-tsuen from the sacred Machhen 
and bestowed it on Jetsun Pema, there-
by formally proclaiming her as the 
Queen of the Kingdom of Bhutan. The 
wedding was held in traditional style 
with the blessings of the guardian dei-
ties. Although Bhutan allows polyga-
my, the king said that he would never 

marry another 
woman, and 
that Jetsun 
Pema will be 

his only 

w i f e 
in the future. Following her wedding to 
the King, Her Majesty Queen Jetsun 
Pema Wangchuck has joined him on 
several trips abroad to: India, Singa-
pore, Japan and the United Kingdom. 
Her Majesty accompanies His Majesty 
on all royal tours around the country. 
Her Majesty is the Patron of Ability 
Bhutan Society, Royal Society for Pro-
tection of Nature, Jigten Wangchuk 
Tshogpa and is the UNEP Ozone Am-
bassador. Her Majesty works closely 
with various organisations working 
with children with special needs as the 
patron of Ability Bhutan Society. She is 
the Patron of the Bhutan Kidney Asso-
ciation (Jigten Wangchuck Tshogpa) 
and the Bhutan Kidney Foundation. 
Since 2016, she is the President of the 
Bhutan Red Cross Society (BRCS). The 
Queen’s interests include fine arts, 
painting and basketball. She captained 
her school team in basketball games 

and maintains that interest even now. 
Her Majesty’s other diversions during 
her school days included participation 
in school bands and dance pro-
grammes. Besides Dzongkha, the na-
tional language of Bhutan, she is fluent 
in English and Hindi. Jetsun Pema was 
born in Thimphu on 4 June 1990. Her 
father, Dhondup Gyaltshen is the 
grandson of two Trashigang Dzong-
pon, Thinley Topgay and Ugyen Thser-
ing (Governors of Trashigang). Her 
mother, Aum Sonam Chuki, comes 
from the family of Bumthang Pangtey 
(one of the oldest noble families of 
Bhutan). Sonam Chuki’s father was a 
half-brother of two queen’s consorts of 
Bhutan, Phuntsho Choden 
(great-grandmother of the present 
king) and her sister Pema Dechen. This 
makes the King and Queen of Bhutan 
second half-cousins once removed. 
Jetsun Pema is the second eldest of five 
children. Her four siblings include: two 
brothers, Thinlay Norbu and Jigme 
Namgyal and two sisters, Serchen 
Doma and Yeatso Lhamo (the eldest, 
who is the wife of the king’s brother, 
Prince Jigme Dorji Wangchuck). Jetsun 
Pema’s early education took place in 
Thimphu at the Little Dragon School, 
the Sunshine School (1995–96) and fi-
nally the Changangkha Lower Second-
ary School (1997–98). She then re-
ceived a convent education at St. 
Joseph’s Convent in Kalimpong, West 
Bengal, India, from 1999–2000. She 
pursued her secondary education at 
the Lungtenzampa Middle Secondary 
School in Thimphu from 2001 to 2005 
and moved to The Lawrence School, 
Sanawar, in Solan, Himachal Pradesh, 
India, in April 2006.  She joined Law-
rence as a Class-XI student and chose 
to study English, history, geography, 
economics and painting. She complet-
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ed her Higher Secondary education on 
31 March 2008. She then began her 
tertiary education by enrolling at Re-
gent’s College in London, where she 
graduate international relations with 
psychology and art history as minor 
subjects. “Now, many will have their 
own idea of what a Queen should be 
like – that she should be uniquely 
beautiful, intelligent and graceful. I 
think with experience and time, one 
can grow into a dynamic person in any 
walk of life with the right effort. For the 
Queen, what is most important is that 
at all times, as an individual she must 
be a good human being, and as Queen, 
she must be unwavering in her com-
mitment to serve the People and Coun-
try. As my queen, I have found such a 
person and her name is Jetsun Pema. 
While she is young, she is warm and 
kind in heart and character. These 
qualities together with the wisdom 
that will come with age and experience 
will make her a great servant to the na-
tion. During royal wedding ceremony, 
the King bestowed the Crown of the 
Druk Gyaltsuen on her, formally pro-
claiming her as the Queen of the King-
dom of Bhutan. The wedding was held 
in traditional style with the “blessings 
of the guardian deities.” Although Bhu-
tan allows polygamy, the king said that 
he would never marry another woman, 
and that Jetsun Pema will be his only 
wife in the future. For their wedding, 
the Netherlands sent the royal couple 
tulips and named one “Queen of Bhu-
tan” after her. The Queen’s interests 
include fine arts, painting and basket-
ball. She captained her school team in 
basketball games and still maintains 
her interest in the sport. Her other di-
versions during her school days in-
cluded participation in school bands 
and dance programmes. Besides Dz-
ongkha, the national language of Bhu-
tan, she is fluent in English and Hindi. 
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck is 
the fifth and present ‘Druk Gyalpo’ or 
the ‘Dragon King’ of the Kingdom of 
Bhutan since December 9, 2006. He 
succeeded his father Jigme Singye 

Wangchuck, who formally renounced 
the throne in favour of his son. A coro-
nation ceremony was publicly held on 
November 1, 2008, a propitious year 
that marked the first centenary of 
Monarchy in Bhutan. He is a proponent 
of democracy and strives to achieve 
improved standards in civil service, ed-
ucation and business sectors and in 
this pursuit travels widely across Bhu-
tan meeting and encouraging the 
youth. In February 2007, he signed a 
new friendship treaty with India in 
place of the 1949 treaty. He has sup-
ported many new government initia-
tives to empower the system keeping 
in view the democratic transformation. 
On July 18, 2008, his reign saw the first 
elected parliament adopting the ‘Con-
stitution of Bhutan. He is the Chancel-
lor of the ‘Royal University of Bhutan’. 
His Majesty is patron of several insti-
tutes and associations including ‘Bhu-
tan Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try’, ‘European Convention of Bhutan 
Societies’, ‘Oxford Centre for Buddhist 
Studies’, ‘Bhutan Scouts Association’, 
‘Bhutan India Friendship Association’ 
and ‘India Bhutan Foundation’. His 
Majesty was born on February 21, 
1980 to Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the 
fourth ‘Dragon King’ of Bhutan, and his 
third wife, Queen Tshering Yangdon, as 
their eldest son. His younger brother is 
Prince Jigme Dorji and younger sister 
is Princess Dechen Yangzom. He has 
three half-brothers and four half-sis-
ters. He attended schools in Bhutan 
and completed his Higher Secondary 
studies from ‘Yangchenphug High 
School’ in Bhutan. Thereafter he went 
to Massachusetts and attended board-
ing schools. He first joined the ‘Phillips 
Academy’ there and later attended the 
‘Cushing Academy’ from where he 
completed his graduation in 1999. He 
also studied at the ‘Wheaton College’ in 
Massachusetts. He then moved to the 
United Kingdom and studied at the 
‘Magdalen College’, ‘University of Ox-
ford’ earning a degree in ‘Foreign Ser-
vice Programme’ (FSP). As the ‘Crown 
Prince’ (more popular as ‘Dasho Khe-
sar’) he travelled around the Kingdom 
along with his father, the fourth and 

the then King of Bhutan, meeting and 
interacting with the people of the 
country. Encouraged by his father, he 
travelled to different countries as the 
‘Crown Prince’ and attended several 
international events representing Bhu-
tan and its people. He attended the 
‘27th UN General Assembly’ held on 
May 8, 2002, on behalf of Bhutan. The 
‘Crown Prince’ addressed the issue re-
garding welfare of children across the 
globe, in front of world leaders, in his 
first ever speech to the United Nations. 
He was inducted as ‘Ponlop of Trongsa’ 
or the ‘Trongsa Penlop’ in Trongsa Dz-
ong on October 31, 2004. It is a Dz-
ongkha title bestowed to the heir ap-
parent of the Monarchy of Bhutan. The 
title which means ‘Governor of the 
Province of Trongsa’ manifests true 
legacy to the throne of Bhutan and the 
induction ceremony formally conveys 
the status of the ‘Crown Prince’. In 
2005, he undertook a program at the 
‘National Defence College’ in New Del-
hi, India and later did a year long lead-
ership development program from the 
‘Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy 
of Administration’. From June 12 to 13, 
2006, he participated at the ‘60th An-
niversary Celebrations’ of Thai King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej in Bangkok, which 
was attended by royals from several 
countries. The twenty six year old 
prince became a sensation, especially 
among female admirers, so much so 
that the Thai media gave him the epi-
thet, ‘Prince Charming’.

There cannot be enduring 
peace, prosperity, equality and 
brotherhood in this world if 
our aims are so separate and 
divergent, if we do not accept 
that in the end we are people, 
all alike, sharing the Earth 
among ourselves and also with 
other sentient beings, all of 
whom have an equal role and 
stake in the state of this planet 
and its players.

King Jigme Khesar
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The 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development protects 
17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals and 169 targets 
to be achieved over the next 

15 years. These goals emphasize the 
significance of promoting universal re-
spect of human rights and human 
self-esteem and are built on the guid-
ing principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations (UN) and international 
law. On 25 September 2015, the 193 
countries of the UN General Assembly 
adopted the 2030 Development Agen-
da titled “Transforming our world: the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment”, through the Resolution A/
RES/70/1. On 1 January 2016, the 
SDGs officially came into force. The 
SDG index and dashboard report 2019 
indicated that Pakistan unluckily 
stands at rank 130 (score 55.6), just 
five ranks away from Ethiopia. Unfor-
tunately, instead of making growth to-
wards SDGs, Pakistan badly declined 
from rank 122 (2017) to rank 130 in 
2019. But the good news is that Paki-
stan is determined to assemble the 
means required to execute this Agenda 
through a revitalised Global Partner-
ship for Sustainable Development, 
based on mutual interests and global 
criteria and solidarity with more focus 
on the vulnerable community by keep-
ing in loop all the stakeholders. Paki-
stan has made noteworthy develop-
ment in accumulating physical capital 
in the form of infrastructure and im-

proving the living standards of people 
relative to the early years after inde-
pendence. The high economic growth 
of over 6.0 percent in 1960s and 1980s 
was instrumental for boosting public 
sector investment in infrastructure. As 
the growth slowed down in 1990s 
nonetheless, Pakistan’s human devel-
opment ranking steadily declined. 
While episodes of economic growth 
led to a rise in per capita income, but 
the growth did not trickle down due to 
unjust distribution of capital, assets 
and expansion. The National SDGs 
Framework has been designed to less-
en prejudice as much as possible. 
However, in order to apply this Frame-
work to a provincial/district level 
needs close acquaintance with the 
three SDGs principles: inclusivity, eq-
uity, and sustainability. It also requires 
required experience and working with 
national databases, economic develop-
ment outlook, and all SDG targets and 
indicators in the context of Pakistan. 
Another significant characteristic of 
this Framework is the prioritization of 
targets rather than indicators to re-
duce the level of uncertainty between 
inputs and outputs. Targets with wide-
spread themes were also merged mu-
tually with some subjectivity involved 
in this exercise. To devise growth plans 
at provincial/district levels, this 
Framework could provide an analyti-
cal base to slot in peculiar needs of 
each region. Consultations with prov-
inces and other stakeholders will be 
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helpful to apprehend the National 
Framework by overcoming the limita-
tions and constraints. Prime minister 
of Pakistan, Imran Khan has the man-
date of the people of the country. He 
promised to bring Pakistan on the 
track of sustainability, prosperity and 
make the country an example of good 
governance. He has different windows 
of the opportunities including Pakistan 
Vision 2025 and the UN 17 SDGs. Be-
fore going through global statistics of 
poverty levels it would be constructive 
to briefly give details the measures of 
poverty often used. The World Bank 
has defined extreme poverty as those 
living under $1.90 a day. Based on this 
definition, the number of people living 
in extreme poverty has fallen to 10% in 
2015 as opposed to 11% in 2013. This 
translates to 68 million people around 
the world earning more than the de-
fined poverty line of $1.90 a day. De-
spite the global decrease in extreme 
poverty, rates remain stubbornly high 
for many low-income countries, espe-
cially those affected by conflicts and 
political upheavals. A large proportion 
of the world’s poorest population lives 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. The SDGs aim to 
end all forms of hunger and malnutri-
tion by 2030, making sure all people 
especially children has access to suffi-
cient and nutritious food all year 
round. According to Global Hunger In-
dex 2019, With 20.3 per cent of its pop-
ulation undernourished, Pakistan has 
been ranked 94 on the index.[1] The 
index is based on four indicators: un-
dernourishment, child wasting, child 
stunting, and child mortality. The prev-
alence of wasting and stunting in chil-
dren less than five years fell to 7.1 per 
cent and 37.6 per cent respectively. 
The mortality rate of under-five-year 
olds also decreased to 7.5 per cent in 
2019. The targets set under this partic-
ular aim includes, universal access to 

safe and nutritious food, eradication 
malnutrition, ample food production, 
ensuring stable food commodity mar-
kets and investing in rural infrastruc-
ture. A recent survey showed that 
enough food is being produced but 
60% of it goes to waste. Ehsaas and 
poverty eradication programs are few 
of the initiatives under this goal. As far 
as the problem of medical awareness 
and good health is concerned, Pakistan 
also aims to promote an atmosphere of 
socio-economic medical awareness es-
pecially to end the rampant upsurge of 
the disease tuberculosis, polio, AIDS, 
malaria and other such diseases com-
municable or non-communicable by 
the year of 2030. One of its aims is to 
provide health insurance for all its citi-
zens by the same year. Currently the 
health card scheme is one of the initia-
tives Government has taken for the 
wellbeing of Pakistanis. Promoting 
good health and well-being and calling 
for an integrated approach is crucial 
for progress across multiple goals, in-
cluding alleviating poverty and hunger. 
Unfortunately Pakistan is ranked 
149th out of 179 countries in 2015 on 
the Maternal Mortality Ratio Index. Re-
ducing ratio of maternal mortality, 
fighting communicable diseases, re-
ducing road injuries, achieving univer-
sal health agenda, tobacco free society, 
reducing the ratio of deaths from the 
chemical and early warning systems 
for global health are few of the initia-
tives. Education is a fundamental hu-
man right. Article 25-A binds the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan to provide free 
and compulsory education to all chil-
dren of the age five to sixteen years in 
such manner as may be determined by 
law[2]. The challenges faced by Paki-
stan on the education front are enor-
mous. Pakistan is faced with the chal-
lenge of 39 million out of school 
children in the age group of 5 to 16 
years and around 2million children are 
estimated to be added every year. As a 
developing country with 6th largest 
population in the world and 60% of its 
population comprising youth, Pakistan 
critically requires a widely accessible 
quality and equitable education sys-
tem.[3] Under this initiative Pakistan is 
committed to provide free primary and 
secondary education, access to techni-
cal and vocational education, skills en-
hancements, and establishment of safe 
schools, qualified teachers and schol-
arship for students. Pakistan ranks 
third-to-last, at number 151, on the 
2020 Global Gender Gap Index (GGGI) 
The country has managed to reduce 
the gender gap by 56 per cent. This 
performance represents an improve-
ment from the previous edition. The 
gap remains cavernous in terms of eco-
nomic participation and opportunities. 
Goal 6 focuses on ensuring universal 
access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all by 2030. The goal requires 
that countries spend in sufficient infra-
structure, offer sanitation facilities, 
and encourage hygiene at every level. 

It also requires defensive and restoring 
water related ecosystems such as for-
ests, mountains, wetlands and rivers. 
The Economic Survey of Pakistan, 
2017-2018 notes that in Pakistan, 
‘supply of drinkable water and sanita-
tion services (WSS) requires special 
attention as presently a large number 
of households do not have access to 
enough potable or shallow water and 
there is lack of proper sanitation sys-
tem. Poor sanitation leads to sickness 
as well as negative impact of ecosys-
tem[4].  Pakistan and the region show 
that a pathway towards 100% renew-
able energy is achievable, including a 
decarbonised energy system. Over 
70% of Pakistan’s economy is informal, 
with women being under-represented 
within this domain. Heavy financial re-
sources are needed for economies like 
Pakistan to meet the SDGs targets. The 
establishment of the SDGs unit at the 
federal level and the establishment of 
provincial SDGs units by all provincial 
governments are appreciable actions. 
Pakistan must create an additional two 
million jobs per annum in the next 38 
years for its youth population. The 
achievement of goals and targets un-
der SDG 8 is closely linked to the im-
plementation of Vision 2025. Conser-
vation of natural resources is 
emphasized to save a resource base for 
next generations. The current genera-
tion continues to bear the force of un-
productive land distribution resulting 
in perpetuating inequalities. Inequita-
ble distribution of land continues to be 
the single most leading factor for wid-
ening inequality traps and increasing 
food insecurity (currently 48.6% with 
striking disparities among provinces).. 
The issues of enforced evacuations, po-
litically patronized land accusation, 
and hegemonic pattern of agricultural 
subsidies need to be addressed to curb 
structural marginalization of the poor. 
More than half of the world’s popula-
tion now lives in urban areas. By 2050, 
this figure will have risen to 6.5 billion 
people. Sustainable development can-
not be achieved without considerably 
transforming the way we build and di-
rect our urban spaces. It is imperative 
that we completely rethink our cities 
and urban spaces to encourage envi-
ronment-friendly, sustainable develop-
ment practices. There is no country 
that is not experiencing the drastic ef-
fects of climate change. Greenhouse 
gas emissions are more than 50 per-
cent higher than in 1990. Global warm-
ing is causing long-lasting changes to 
our climate system, which threatens 
irreversible consequences if we do not 
act. Climate change has caused drastic 
effects in the world climate, such as the 
rise of carbon dioxide level, global tem-
perature, melting of ice sheets, rise of 
sea levels, and ocean acidification. Pa-
kistan has also suffered economically 
due to climate change. To meet the 
SDGs, Pakistan does not require inter-
national institutions. Instead, it must 
transform the way current institutions 
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NAM  Summit-level Contact Group
 Azerbaijan concerned over Indian atrocities 

against Kashmiris
President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev Friday expressed his deep concern over the human rights violations in Indian held Kash-
mir, saying his country strongly supported Pakistan’s stance on Kashmir. “Azerbaijan considers Pakistan its close friend and 
would continue to support it at every forum,” President Aliyev said in a telephonic conversation with President Dr Arif Alvi 
as the latter called him to discuss the current regional situation amid COVID-19 pandemic, a press statement issued here by 
President House said. The Azerbaijan’s president urged the international community to take notice of the plight of Kashmiris 
in Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IOJ&K). President Alvi said coronavirus situation was being used as “another excuse 
to discriminate against Muslims across India” in the guise of lockdown that restricted access of Kashmiris to medical facilities 
and other supplies. He said India was trying to change the domicile rules in IOJ&K with the main objective to alter demographic 
structure of the Valley, which was against the 4th Geneva Convention. Noting the motivated campaign to demonize Indian Mus-
lims in the context of the COVID-19, the president emphasized that it should be rejected by the international community. Ilham 
Aliyev thanked the government of Pakistan for supporting his country’s stance on Nagorno-Karabakh issue. The two presidents 
discussed matters related to the COVID-l9 pandemic and called for enhancing bilateral cooperation to jointly address the situ-
ation. President Alvi briefed President Aliyev about the latest situation of COVlD-I9 pandemic in Pakistan and the steps being 
taken by the government for containment of the disease. He thanked Azerbaijan for supporting Pakistan’s efforts in preventing 
and combating COVlD-I9 outbreak and also for facilitating repatriation of stranded Pakistanis. Underscoring importance of 
Prime Minister lmran Khan‘s call for global initiative for debt relief for developing countries, President Alvi reiterated the need 
for close cooperation to mitigate the impact of economic slowdown and devoting more resources to manage the crisis. Em-
phasizing close fraternal ties between Pakistan and Azerbaijan, the president reaffirmed Pakistan’s resolve to deepen bilateral 
cooperation in all fields. President Alvi congratulated President Ilham Aliyev on his timely initiative and successful convening 
of the Non-Aligned Movement’s Summit-level Contact Group meeting on the theme “United against COVlD-I9” on May 4. The 
two presidents agreed to remain engaged on all issues of mutual interest. President Dr. Arif Alvi held a telephonic conversation 
with President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, to discuss matters related to the Covid-19 Pandemic, and enhancing 
bilateral cooperation to jointly address the situation. President congratulated President Ilham Aliyev on his timely initiative 
and successful convening of the Non-Aligned Movement’s Summit-level Contact Group meeting on the theme “United against 
COVID-19” on 4 May 2020. In this regard, President briefed President Aliyev about the latest situation of COVID-19 pandemic in 
Pakistan and the steps being taken by the Government for containment of the disease. President thanked for Azerbaijan’s sup-
port for Pakistan’s efforts in preventing and combating COVID-19 outbreak. He also thanked Azerbaijan for facilitating repatri-
ation of stranded Pakistanis. While underscoring importance of Prime Minister Imran Khan’s call for Global Initiative for Debt 
Relief for developing countries, President Alvi reiterated the need for close cooperation to mitigate the impact of the economic 
slowdown and devote more resources to manage the crisis. The President appreciated Azerbaijan’s support for the Initiative. 
Emphasizing the close fraternal ties between Pakistan and Azerbaijan, the President reaffirmed Pakistan’s resolve to deepen bi-
lateral cooperation in all fields. President Alvi expressed deep concerns over spread of COVID-19 in the Indian Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IOJ &K) due to continued restrictions on movement and lack of unfettered access to medical and other supplies. 
President Alvi said that Covid-19 was being used as another excuse to discriminate against Muslim across India. He highlighted 
that India was trying to change the domicile rules in IOJ&K. He added that the basic purpose of this strategy was to alter de-
mographic structure in IOJ&K which is against the 4th Geneva Convention. Noting the motivated campaign to demonize Indian 
Muslims in the context of the Covid-19, the President emphasized that it should be rejected by the international community. 
The President of Azerbaijan expressed his deep concern over the human rights violations in India held Kashmir and said his 
country strongly supported Pakistan’s stance on Kashmir. He further stated that Azerbaijan considered Pakistan its close friend 
and would continue to support it at every forum. President Ilham Aliyev thanked the Government of Pakistan for supporting his 
country’s stance on Nagorno-Karabakh. The two Presidents agreed to remain engaged on all issues of mutual interest.
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Qureshi for SCO’s coordinated 
efforts to deal with COVID-19

 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi on Wednesday terming COVID-19 pandemic a ‘challenge of unprecedented scale’ 
stressed coordinated efforts among the member states of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) to effectively deal the issue. 
He was delivering a speech here at the virtual meeting of SCO Council of Foreign Ministers via video-conference, convened by 
the Russian Federation in its capacity as current chair of SCO. Besides Pakistan, the meeting was attended by Foreign Ministers 
of all SCO member States, the SCO Secretary General and Director of the Executive Committee of SCO Regional Anti-terrorist 
Structure. Foreign Minister Quershi said the coronavirus crisis was a litmus test for multilateralism and emphasized on SCO’s 
effective role in this regard.  The foreign minister made a number of proposals to strengthen coordination among SCO states 
against the pandemic, including regular interaction among Ministries of Health, joint research mechanisms and strengthening 
of SCO Hospital Alliance. As a means to support the economically vulnerable segments of society, he underlined Pakistan’s 
proposal for creation of the SCO Experts Group on Poverty Alleviation, as well as setting up the Centre of Excellence on Poverty. 
Foreign Minister Qureshi also stressed the need for SCO to reject stigmatization and discrimination of any community in the 
context of Covid-19 on the basis of race, religion or ethnicity. He briefed the SCO Foreign Ministers on Pakistan’s coordinated 
response to COVID-19 covering public health as well as the economic aspects of the crisis. He observed that even though in-
fections were spreading worldwide, Pakistan had seen relatively low fatalities. However, he stressed that ‘there was no room 
to let our guard down’. Highlighting socio-economic repercussions of the health crisis, Foreign Minister Qureshi underscored 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s ‘Global Initiative on Debt Relief’ for developing countries as a mean to formulate a comprehensive 
multi-stakeholder plan of action to shore up economies and promote sustainable growth. Apart from the prevailing pandemic 
situation, matters relating to peace and security in the region including Afghanistan came under discussion. The foreign minis-
ter specifically praised China’s responsible handling of the crisis and its leading role in assisting the international community. 
He also expressed gratitude for China’s assistance to Pakistan. On regional situation, the foreign minister welcomed the U.S.-Tal-
iban Peace Agreement and hoped that the Afghan leadership would seize the historic opportunity to work out a comprehensive 
and inclusive political settlement. He stressed that SCO, through the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group, could play a facilitative 
role at this juncture. The foreign minister emphasized that tackling terrorism and extremism must continue to be a priority but 
terrorism related allegations must not be used as political tool to malign and victimize any country or religion. He urged upon 
the international community to condemn and hold accountable the perpetrators of state terrorism including against people un-
der illegal occupation. He also stressed the importance of rejecting xenophobic ideologies including Islamophobia. Qureshi said 
Pakistan considered SCO an important platform to foster regional cooperation for peace, security, connectivity and socio-eco-
nomic development. Pakistan has been actively contributing towards the objective of SCO since becoming its Member in 2017.
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Shibli hails Japanese support against coronavirus
 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan Kuninori MATSUDA called on Federal Information Minister, Senator 
Shibli Faraz. They exchanged views on matters of mutual interest and bilateral relations. They also discussed prevailing situ-
ation in the wake of COVID-19 and lockdown. Speaking on the occasion, Shibli Faraz said Pakistan gives utmost importance to 
its relations with Japan. He said Japan has always stood by Pakistan in testing times. The Minister also informed the Japanese 
Ambassador about government’s decision of gradual relaxation in the lockdown. He said the government paid full attention to 
the welfare of poor and needy people, while imposing lockdown in the country. The Minister also thanked the Japanese Ambas-
sador for medical aid of worth 35 million rupees from international Japanese Non-Governmental Organizations as emergency 
support for deserving families of Mansehra district. He also welcomed Japan’s assistance of 2.16 million dollars in fight against 
coronavirus pandemic. 
During the meeting, views were exchanged on further cooperation in various sectors, including upgradation of Pakistan Tele-
vision and Radio Pakistan. Matters relating to Pak-Japan bilateral relations, current COVID-19 situation and media cooperation 
were discussed on the occasion. At the outset of the meeting, the Minister apprised the Japanese Ambassador about the latest 
announcement on 7th May by Prime Minister Imran Khan to relax the COVID-19 lockdown in a phased manner. He said that 
during the lockdown in the country, special attention has been paid to the welfare of the needy and poor segments of the so-
ciety. He said that it has been our endeavor to care for both lives and livelihood. The Ambassador said that Prime Minister of 
Pakistan has led the national response on COVID-19 pandemic from the very beginning which is highly commendable. He said 
that government’s due care for lives and livelihood during the campaign against corona pandemic was a great example to follow 
and it has really helped the cause of the poor and needy. 
The Ambassador recalled Pakistan’s support to Japan during the Tsunami and various incidents of earthquake. He said that 
Japan in the same spirit has provided $2.16 million assistance to Pakistan to fight the COVID-19. Japan will keep up its support 
to Pakistan in this hour of need. Kuninori Matsuda expressed Japan’s keenness for support and cooperation in developing clean 
drinking water facilities, ecology protection and for measures regarding flood control. 
He said that Japan also intended to cooperate with Pakistan in the agricultural sector with particular emphasis on efforts for 
locust control. He said that once the situation turned to normal, a technical expert team will be invited to visit Pakistan to have 
meaningful exchange of views in the relevant sectors. He also briefed the Minister about the ongoing economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries including different projects. Both sides also discussed matters pertaining to modernization and tech-
nical up-gradation of PTV and PBC. The Minister said that Pakistan will be eager to benefit from Japan’s expertise in this sphere. 
Senator Shibli Faraz welcomed the Japan Government’s $2.16 million assistance in the ongoing war against Corona pandemic.  
Information Minister also expressed his gratitude for provision of medical equipment and supplies by Fair Medical Company, 
Japan and emergency support by Japanese NGO KnK for deserving families in Mansehra and Haripur areas.  
The Ambassador congratulated Senator Shibli Faraz for assuming his office as Minister for Information and Broadcasting and 
said that the decision was hailed by the media community. He wished him the best in his future endeavors for media devel-
opment and well being of journalist community in the country. The meeting was attended by senior officials from Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting.
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The covid 19 epidemic has ac-
tually illustrated that how 
the Chinese government has 
controlled an unprecedent-
ed health crisis. This shows 

not only the medical system success 
but administrative and political ability 
of the country to contain and later 
overcome. The pandemic also depicted 
the diplomatic triumph of Chinese 
Government. In order to enhance its 
diplomatic influence china further im-
proved its international image along 
with challenging US leading status 
both as a foremost health care provid-
er and a world role model. Trump Ad-
ministration’s late actions against this 
novel Coronavirus, the European 
Union (EU)’s inadequacy and divi-
sions, as well as each country’s preoc-
cupation with its own domestic health 
crisis, China has achieved early suc-
cesses on the international stage, 
mainly in Eastern and Southern Eu-
rope and in the Global South.  China is 
working hard to contain COVID-19 
second wave along with resuming eco-
nomic activities. China from where the 
pandemic began in late 2019 might be 
one of the leaders in attempting coro-
navirus diplomacy. A Chinese plane 
full of medical supplies landed in Rome 
followed by Chinese health experts, 
while Italy pointedly complained that 
no EU countries provided assistance. 
Germany had first banned facemask 
exports and then apparently agreed to 
ship one million to Italy, although it is 
questionable whether these should be 
the priority. China didn’t stop here and 
provided Medical assistance and 
equipments to many other countries 
including Pakistan. History tells us 
that disease diplomacy and medical di-
plomacy succeeded in curtailing infec-
tions or addressing specific health 
needs. No examples yet have been 
shown to have produced new, lasting, 
peaceful spillover beyond health. 
While coming back to the current cri-

sis, Covid-19 seems to be no different. 
North Korea sealed its border, which 
included shutting out its main ally, Chi-
na. Iran has received little internation-
al assistance and what all it received 
was none other than china. Meanwhile, 
Italy and Iran are not the only coun-
tries receiving Chinese aid; Japan, 
South Korea, and Spain are also includ-
ed in this list. This is not a novelty and 
part of the fundamental lessons 
learned from disaster diplomacy. 
Whether a country wishes for hostility 
or the opposite, a disaster and wider 
disaster-related activities can become 
one justification among many for pur-
suing an already decided diplomatic 
pathway. And no doubt humanitarian 
aid can be a tool to attain this purpose. 
A small gesture in form of medical sup-
plies with respect to both the pandem-
ic and diplomacy by china proved to be 
its status being the leading Nation.  It 
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is very much evident that there is need 
of a better cooperation, more under-
standing, and increased transparency 
to shun this sort of pandemic among 
other disasters. Preferably, such chang-
es would emerge as part of pre-disas-
ter work, to avoid a calamity in the first 
place. If catastrophe must manifest for 
collaboration to bloom, then at least it 
might support future prevention. In 
china the first covid 19 case appeared 
in mid November 2019.  On December 
31 that the Chinese government in-
formed the WHO about the existence 
of cases of pneumonia of unknown eti-
ology detected in Wuhan”.  it was only 
on January 20, 2020 when Chinese 
health authorities reported to the 
WHO that this virus was transmittable 
among humans. The same day, the Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping declared a 
national mobilization against this new 
epidemic and three days later a lock-
down was imposed on Wuhan and the 
whole province of Hubei. It is very in-
teresting to know that initially in china 
medical staff complained about the 
lack of masks and other personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). There was 
criticism regarding the censorship 
rules and strictness by china. But the 
Chinese authorities have been able to 
swiftly mend their image in addressing 

some of the domestic complains and in 
propagating a powerful international 
narrative aimed at demonstrating their 
political system’s capacity to rapidly 
contain and overcome the COVID-19 
epidemic and this, better than and 
ahead of the rest of the world.  Since 
early March, the Chinese diplomacy 
has been utterly devised to provide the 
fight against COVID-19 and reveal Chi-
na’s solidarity with the whole world as 
well as leading role in this struggle. 
When in early March 2020 coronavirus 
became a pandemic, China endorsed 
itself as a helping hand for other coun-
tries around the globe. China provided 
them help to comprehend the virus 
along with provision of masks and PPE. 
China’s assistance to Italy was the most 
impressive one for the “Global North” 
as a whole.  China helped them in a sit-
uation when Germany and France 
were blocking export of masks and 
other medical materials to Italy in their 
own interest. More prominently, china 
has publically exhibited and prompted 

its act through social media. This actu-
ally proved to be worthy enough. Con-
sequently Italy’s media praised China. 
Apart from the mentioned European 
countries many other countries from 
Europe like Hungary and EU candidate 
member-states as Serbia have also 
benefited from China’s face mask di-
plomacy.  Here china came as a helping 
hand for them when EU actually didn’t 
show any solidarity and concern.  Ser-
bia even categorically admitted that 
China was more helpful than the EU in 
its fight against the virus. In continuity 
of this solidarity in early April 2020, 
Hungary signed a US$2.3 billion rail-
ways construction contract with China 
which will remain secret for 10 years, 
voluntarily turning its back to EU 
transparency recommendations. Chi-
na’s support for the Central and East-
ern European countries also proved to 

be a diplomatic success for the country.  
It is said that in the Global South Chi-
na’s support to fight against COVID-19 
seems more evident. China is not the 
only country active there: among its 
friends, Russia and Cuba have also pro-
vided medical assistance. But what 
China did was to publicize what all it 
has done. Every delivery of Chinese 
package of assistance was dutifully re-
ported by Chinese and local media, un-
derscoring the close relationship Bei-
jing has developed with many 
developing countries.  Now while men-
tioning Africa, where china is already 
very influential economically, diplo-
matically and politically, the country 
has provided medical equipment to a 
large number of countries. The benefi-
ciaries included Algeria, Burkina Faso, 
Ethiopia, Senegal, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe. Taking advantage of its 
privileged links with Ethiopia, the Chi-
nese government has also promoted 
the role of Addis Ababa, the seat of the 
African Union and Africa Center for 

Disease Control and Protection (CDC) 
of which it is currently building the 
headquarters with an $80 million do-
nation, as a hub for distributing assis-
tance. The quantity of equipment de-
livered has been far from impressive 
almost one million masks to Ethiopia 
but this assistance has been accompa-
nied by an inclusive narrative that has 
revealed itself very efficiently. Conse-
quently again most of the African coun-
tries applauded China’s support and 
assistance.  Here is another very prom-
inent factor, apart from the Chinese 
government many foundations and 
private companies in have also con-
tributed and showed their support. 
Probably it is the first time that Beijing 
has promoted with such publicity their 
contribution, clearly with the aim of 
giving a more open and friendly image 
of China. Jack Ma’s Alibaba Foundation 
has openhandedly distributed large 
quantities of free masks around the 
world including in the USA. This has 
also been the case of Huawei which has 
been very vigorous providing medical 
equipment, particularly in Africa, 
where it already enjoys a dominant po-
sition in the telecom sector, but also in 
Canada, with the hope to mollify this 
country’s government in the exile case 
of Huawei founder’s daughter, Meng 
Wanzhou. On the other hand Trump 
administration’s slow reaction to the 
COVID-19 crisis, and increase of the 
pandemic within the United States 
have given China a fair opportunity 
both to lessen the growing tensions be-
tween the two countries but also to ap-
pear as the real leader in this battle.  In 
US’ lack of preparedness Beijing was 
able to emerge as the only or the main 
medical equipment provider to this 
country. This actually did put pressure 
on the Trump administration to ac-
knowledge imports of masks and PPE 
from China as well as reviving US poli-
cy for China.  Since COVID-19 hit the 
US, Chinese officials have been very ef-
fective at developing this line of think-
ing and reasoning. In April, the need to 
lift restriction on American company 
3M-manufactured masks import from 
China has forced the US political and 
economic elite to face its contradic-
tions and opt for the fruits of globaliza-
tion against the trade war weapons 
deployed by Trump. Internationally, 
Trump’s lack of international leader-
ship and solidarity, and the EU’s slow 
action and disunity have opened to 
China an avenue which it utilized well. 
China actually promoted its role as a 
global player who has ability to lead. 

Since early March, the Chinese diplomacy has been utterly devised 
to provide the fight against COVID-19 and reveal China’s solidar-
ity with the whole world as well as leading role in this struggle. 
When in early March 2020 coronavirus became a pandemic, China 
endorsed itself as a helping hand for other countries around the 
globe. China provided them help to comprehend the virus along 
with provision of masks and PPE
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Cyber Security Scouts 
Certification  

Cyber security is the practice of defending computers, servers, mobile devices, electronic systems, networks, and data from 
malicious attacks. It’s also known as information technology security or electronic information security. 
The term applies in a variety of contexts, from business to mobile computing, and can be divided into a few common catego-
ries. Keeping the significance of the issue in view, the Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) organized a 
virtual session along with experts, academics, researchers and students. 
The participants showed keen interest in the topic and expressed their gratitude to President COPAIR Madame Amna Malik 
for providing them with such a precious opportunity to get more and more information about such an important matter. 
The Participants highlighted that network security is the practice of securing a computer network from intruders, whether 
targeted attackers or opportunistic malware. Application security focuses on keeping software and devices free of threats. 
A compromised application could provide access to the data its designed to protect. Suc-
cessful security begins in the design stage, well before a program or device is deployed. 
Information security protects the integrity and privacy of data, both in storage and in transit. 
They also opined that operational security includes the processes and decisions for handling and protecting data assets. The 
permissions users have when accessing a network and the procedures that determine how and where data may be stored or 
shared all fall under this umbrella. 



Another charity event for patients suffering from thalassemia and hemophilia was held in Pakistan with the support of 
the Heydar Aliyev FoundationOn this occasion, Azerbaijani Ambassador to Pakistan Ali Alizadeh, who visited the Pakistan 
Sundas Thalassemia Center in Islamabad, met with the medical staff of the center, as well as patients and their families. The 
general administrator of the center, Aftab Hussein, vice-marshal of the reserve air force, informed about the center and the 
patients treated there. The administrator said that the Sundas Thalassemia Center, which has been operating for more than 
20 years, currently provides free treatment and blood transfusions to more than 350 children suffering from thalassemia 
and hemophilia from different parts of Pakistan.On behalf of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Ambassador of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan to Pakistan Ali Alizadeh greeted the medical staff and patients of the center and their families, congratulated 
them on the coming of Ramadan and conveyed his best wishes. He noted that the Heydar Aliyev Foundation has done serious 
work for thalassemia patients in our country and abroad, and the medical supplies, food packages and gifts to be presented 
to the Thalassemia Center were provided with the support of the Foundation.Noting that the Heydar Aliyev Foundation’s 
activities in Pakistan began in 2005 with the construction of a new school for girls in Muzaffarabad, Kashmir, on the initia-
tive of the Foundation’s President, First Lady of Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliyeva, the ambassador said the Foundation’s social 
and humanitarian projects are being implemented in all provinces of Pakistan. He noted that the Foundation has established 
a Thalassemia Center in Islamabad, donated ambulances and thousands of blood sacs to various Pakistani charities, and 
has not forgotten orphans and disabled children during Ramadan every year, giving them iftar meals and gifts. The ambas-
sador thanked the patients of the Thalassemia Center for joining the Iftar dinner for orphans and disabled children at the 
Presidential Palace of Pakistan last year with the support of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation. said the protests will continue. 
Ambassador Alizadeh said all the social and humanitarian projects implemented by the Foundation in Pakistan serve to 
further strengthen and deepen the friendly and fraternal relations between Pakistan and Azerbaijan. At the end, blood bags 
and medical masks purchased with the support of the Foundation, as well as food packages and children’s toys prepared for 
the patients of the Thalassemia Center were presented.The general administrator of the center, reservist vice-marshal of the 
Air Force Aftab Hussein stressed the sustainability of social and humanitarian projects implemented by the Heydar Aliyev 
Foundation in Pakistan. expressed his gratitude.  

RANDOM CLICKS

Azerbaijani Ambassador Ali Alizadeh visits Pakistan 
Sundas Thalassemia Center
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Role of  Women 
In Stress Managment & Countering Violence

The violence and extremism are the actual greatest stress at the moment. Especially we are talking about the current 
scenario where we are facing the challenge of Covid 19 and alongside what is happening because of this self Qurantine. 
People are confined to their own homes And many signs it has happened due to this challenge.To man-
age the stress the best is to keep you buzzy and buzzy for meaningful Secondly I would like to suggest.  
Speaking on the occasion, President Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR), Ma-
dame Amna Malik said that the woman with the poor economic condition, and home financial condi-
tion isn’t stable this leaves a strong impact of stress on the female of the family from the rural area mostly.  
“I strongly feel that the circumstances have a role of this stress, and sometimes these awareness session and seminar 
helps them to recover them from this stress because most of the time when we try to communicate with the females be-
longing from this are not aware that they are not only here to compromise as the social taboos” she added. 
She continued saying that the basic objectives of this session is that how we can stay emotionally positive  we can stay 
emotionally positive  and productive  in this COVID-19 challenging time when there is a vibe of negativity all over the 
globe which is not only effecting people physically  but also mentally.



 

Chinese 
Ambassador 

Yao Jing
 
 

In the wake of global economic, 
strategic and political challeng-
ing gripping the South Asia as 
well as threats posed to the ever 
strengthening relations between 
Pakistan and China, Chinese Am-
bassador Yao Jing is the most 

dynamic diplomat based in Pakistan 
who is always active in interacting 
with Pakistani higher authorities dis-
cussing numerous issues pertaining 
to bilateral ties. Since the outbreak 
of Coronavirus, Ambassador Yao has 
been very active in interacting with Pa-
kistani high officials to accelerate the 
pace of steps to counter the economic 
and social impacts of the pandemic. 
He has also been playing major role 
in arranging Chinese medical supplies 
to Pakistan. Born in April 1969 in the 
Eastern Province of China, Zhejiang 
70% of which is mountainous the plain 
and irrigated areas are located within 
these mountains, while the area he be-
longs to resembles the Pakistani city 
of Abbotabad. He got early education 
from the local schools and later shifted 
to Beijing for higher education. Major 
subject was English because he wanted 
to join the Public Service. Subsequent-
ly, he managed to join the Department 
of Foreign Affairs in 1991. His first as-
signment was to work on the Pakistan 
Desk. Resultantly, he is a witness to 

the occasional oscillations in Pak Chi-
na relations over the last 28 years. The 
truth is, he is entranced by the love of 
Pakistan since 1991. Anyway, till 1994, 
he performed his duties in the Foreign 
Affairs Department, after which he 
was sent to Pakistan as a Junior Dip-
lomat. This tenure lasted five years 
and this was the first country where 
he spent time away from his own and 
managed to gain firsthand knowledge 
of life abroad. On his return to China in 
1995, he was appointed as the Director 
of Pakistan Desk and thus, his close af-
filiation continued with Pakistan even 
after returning home. He remained on 
this desk for the next five years after 
which was deputed as a member of the 
Chinese mission to UN. Over the next 
two years, he resided in New York but 
again returned to Pakistan in 2007 as 
the Deputy Chief in my Embassy here. 
Three years on, he returned to China, 
but this time, he got somewhat alien-
ated from Pakistan since he was given 
the Latin American Desk. And later, 
he was posted to the General Office of 

my Depart-
ment, where 
he spent the 
next three 
years. He first 
stepped on 
Indian soil in 
2013 once he 
was deputed 
as the Deputy 
Chief in the 
Chinese Em-
bassy at New 
Delhi. Two 
years later, he 
was promot-
ed and sent 

as the Chinese Ambassador to Afghan-
istan in 2015. On October 11, 2017, 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani con-
ferred Said Dzemarudin Afghani med-
al upon him for his efforts to promote 
China-Afghanistan bilateral relations. 
In 2017, he was appointed and then 
approved by President Xi Jinping as 
the Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, 
replacing Sun Weidong. 
An official of Chinese Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs expressed the confi-
dence that two countries will further 
strengthen bilateral cooperation un-
der China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) framework. According to him, 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor is 
a major and pilot project of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, to which the lead-
ers of our two countries have attached 
great importance and rendered active 
promotion. It has also won the across-
board support from our two peoples 
as it aims to provide new opportuni-
ties to the citizens as well as bring new 
impetus and vision to China-Pakistan 
friendship. CPEC is a long-term and sys-
tematic project to promote economic 
cooperation through collaboration on 
Gwadar port, energy, transportation 
infrastructure and industrial coopera-
tion. CPEC will bring solid benefits to 
our two peoples. With the completion 
of energy and infrastructure projects, 
conditions in Pakistan will improve. 
There will be more electricity integrat-
ed into national grid and the electricity 
supply will be more stable. People will 
enjoy more convenient transportation 
and a better livelihood. Alongside the 
major projects, we are setting up so-
cial welfare institutions, especially in 
Gwadar, in the form of primary school, 
vocational training center, and hospital 
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with Chinese government’s grant. We 
will also provide KPK province with 
medical, educational and training proj-
ects in line with the need of local peo-
ple, to translate the benefits of CPEC 
immediately among them. For average 
persons, the outcomes of the CPEC are 
tangible, accessible and enjoyable to 
hundreds of thousands families across 
the country. Although relations be-
tween Pakistan and China are already 
well established however hostile pow-
ers are always active to harm the har-
monized friendship of both the Iron 
Brothers. 
Therefore, Ambassador Yao Jing is 
playing key role in this regard. In a 
meeting with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Chinese Ambassador thanked 
the Prime Minister for Pakistan’s sup-
port and underlined that the Chinese 
government and leadership remained 
firmly committed to supporting Pa-
kistan in combating COVID-19, as the 
highest priority. Recently, Ambassador 
Yao visited Headquarters Special Com-
munications Organization (SCO) today. 
On his arrival, he was received by Di-
rector General SCO Major General Ali 
Farhan, HI (M). The main purpose of 
the visit was to broaden areas of bilat-
eral cooperation in the field of telecom 
with special emphasis on Pak-China 
OFC connectivity by exploring new 
avenues of collaboration between the 
two countries. During the meeting, 
technological uplift of remote areas of 
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and facilitation 
of telecom connectivity of China with 
neighbouring countries of Pakistan 
were also discussed. During the course 
of his visit, the Chinese Ambassador 
was given briefing on updated status 
of Pak-China OFC Project executed by 
SCO. Ambassador lauded the efforts of 
SCO on successful completion of flag-
ship ICT project executed under dif-
ficult terrain and weather conditions 
much earlier than its planned time-
lines. He was also briefed about the sa-
lient features of Pak-China OFC Phase 
-2 Project and its current status. The 
Ambassador expressed his keenness in 
the project. Later, he visited Pak China 
Telecom Center and was impressed by 
the professional standards being main-
tained by the organization. In a recent 
meeting with on Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi, Ambassador Yao 
discussed Pakistan-China bilateral re-
lations, the fight against the pandem-
ic, China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and other matters of mutual 
interest, saying,  China will continue to 

strengthen Pakistan’s capacity to fight 
the coronavirus outbreak. The Chinese 
ambassador, appreciating Islamabad, 
said Pakistan is a close friend and Pres-
ident Arif Alvi’s visit to the Chinese 
capital in March solidified the close 
ties between the two countries. Reit-
erating the relationship between Chi-
na and Pakistan, Qureshi and Jing said 
the two iron brothers would continue 
to strengthen bilateral ties at all levels. 
In a meeting with Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Finance and Revenue Dr 
Abdul Hafeez Shaikh, Ambassador Yao 
Jing Friday lauded the relief package 

announced by the government for the 
people and business community of 
the country. He also appreciated the 
government’s response to tackle the 
spread of coronavirus in the country. 
During the meeting, both the sides dis-
cussed matters of mutual concern and 
decided to further strengthen bilater-
al collaborations, said a press state-
ment issued by the Finance Ministry. 
In a meeting with Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs Makhdoom Khusro 
Bukhtiar, the ambassador discussed 
that priority in the second phase of 
CEPC was on socio-economic sector 
projects, with grant financing for di-
rect benefit of common man which 
could be utilized to improve health in-
frastructure for an effective response 
to the pandemic. 
Promotion of Business to Business 
(B2B) relationship for technological 
and industrial development through 
relocation of plants and factors to 
benefit from establishment of special 
economic zones remained an import-
ant milestone. He also appreciated the 
minister’s support and assured that 
the Chinese government and the cor-

porate sector would extend all needed 
support to Pakistan to achieve devel-
opment goals set by the government. 
He also appreciated the government’s 
resolve to face the challenges on eco-
nomic and development fronts particu-
larly in the wake of developments after 
COVID-19 pandemic. In a meeting with 
Federal Minister Omar Ayub Khan, 
Ambassador Yao reviewed progress on 
various energy projects, and agreed to 
undertake a comprehensive review on 
all ongoing and pending projects at the 
Power Division. 
He said that many Chinese companies 
were eager to invest in the power, oil 
and gas sectors of Pakistan. Beijing’s 
envoy hailed the progress on energy 
projects initiated under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor, adding 
this cooperation would be further ex-
panded in 2020. Speaking at a recent 
news conference, he appreciated the 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) 
for setting up a 120-bed Corona Care 
Hospital in Rawalpindi and creating 
awareness among the masses about 

the COVID-19 by mobilizing its trained 
volunteers. Ambassador Yao Jing said 
Pakistan and China were partners 
against the Coronavirus adding that 
the Chinese embassy on a daily basis 
was striving to provide whatever assis-
tance and expertise Pakistan needed. 
He expressed the hope that the brave 
brotherly people of Pakistan will final-
ly overcome the epidemic through na-
tional unity, discipline, and awareness 
in the society. Addressing a seminar 
titled “Pakistan China Relations and 
Next Phase of CPEC” Ambassador Paki-
stan Yao Jing says China Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor project is a platform of 
regional connectivity and prosperity. 
CPEC is a joint venture between Paki-
stan and China and it is a major part of 
friendship between the two countries. 
Pakistan and China are united to pro-
mote regional peace and stability as 
well as social and economic develop-
ment. Pakistan is the closest and the 
most valuable friend of China. We ap-
preciate the support and solidarity ex-
pressed by the people and government 
of Pakistan with China in combating 
the coronavirus outbreak.

CPEC will bring solid benefits to our two peoples. With the completion of energy 
and infrastructure projects, conditions in Pakistan will improve. There will be more 
electricity integrated into national grid and the electricity supply will be more stable. 
People will enjoy more convenient transportation and a better livelihood. Alongside 
the major projects, we are setting up social welfare institutions, especially in Gwadar, 
in the form of primary school, vocational training center, and hospital with Chinese 
government’s grant. We will also provide KPK province with medical, educational and 
training projects in line with the need of local people, to translate the benefits of CPEC 
immediately among them. For average persons, the outcomes of the CPEC are tangible, 
accessible and enjoyable to hundreds of thousands families across the country. 

 Chinese Ambassador Yao Jing
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Indian provocations 
threaten regional peace 

& stability: COAS

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa visited forward 
troops along Line of Control (LoC) 
where he was briefed about latest 
situation after ceasefire violations by 
Indian troops, Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said. The army chief 
was briefed over the Pakistan Army’s 
response to the frequent ceasefire 
violations by Indian troops where 
they were deliberately targeting ci-
vilians along LoC. COAS General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa lauded officers and 
soldiers for continued vigilance and 
professionalism. The army chief was 
accompanied by Corps Commander 
Rawalpindi Lieutenant General Azhar 
Abbas during the visit. COAS said that 
the blatant atrocities by Indian occu-
pation forces on innocent Kashmiris 
and unethical targeting of civil pop-
ulation in Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) is unacceptable. “Indian provo-
cations are a threat to regional peace 
and stability. Indian Army shall al-
ways get befitting response to CFVs,” 
said the army chief. Moreover, Gener-
al Bajwa also appreciated the forma-
tion for strict adherence to COVID-19 
protocols and proactive assistance to 
the AJK government in fighting the 
pandemic. COAS vowed that the army 
will continue to support national ef-
fort against pandemic, read the ISPR 
statement. Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa said the 
Indian Army will always get a “befit-
ting response” to cease fire violations 
along the Line of Control (LoC).  Ac-
cording to a statement by the In-
ter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), 
the Army chief ’s remarks came during 
a visit to the LoC where he was re-
ceived by Corps Commander Rawal-
pindi Corps Lieutenant General Azhar 
Abbas. Gen Bajwa was briefed about 
the latest violations by Indian forc-
es “deliberately targeting innocent 
civilians along LOC” and the Army’s 
response, said the statement. “Blatant 
atrocities by Indian occupation forces 
on innocent Kashmiris and unethical 
targeting of civil population in [Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir] is unaccept-
able,” it quoted Gen Bajwa as saying. 

Pandemic to leave re-
cord global debt

Enormous doses of stimulus spending 
are offering relief from coronavirus 
damage but their lifelong legacy of 
debt could seed future crises by hob-
bling economic growth and worsening 
poverty, especially in developing coun-
tries. Central banks and governments 
worldwide have unleashed at least 
$15 trillion of stimulus via bond-buy-
ing and budget spending to cushion 
the blow of a global recession tipped 
to be the worst since the 1930s. But 
the steps will pile even more debt on 
countries already struggling with the 
aftermath of the 2008-9 financial crisis 
total global debt has risen $87 trillion 
since 2007, and governments, with 
$70 trillion, accounted for the lion s 
share of that increase, the Institute of 
International Finance estimates (IIF). 
This year alone may see the global 
debt-GDP ratio rise by 20 percentage 
points to 342%, the group said, based 
on 3% economic contraction and a 
doubling in government borrowing 
from 2019. Taking on that kind of 
debt doesn t go unpunished: the most 
pain will be in highly indebted states, 
whether relatively wealthy ones such 
as Italy, or those such as Zambia which 
were already under strain before the 
virus hit and are now careering to-
wards default. But not even the richest 
will be spared. Rising debt could lose 
Germany and the United States their 

triple-A credit ratings, while govern-
ments will increasingly rely on central 
banks to keep borrowing costs in check 
or even directly finance spending for 
years to come.  Historically, whenever 
countries step up debt levels, things 
change,” said Mike Kelly, global head of 
multi-asset at PineBridge Investments. 
“This crisis...has taken us back to the 
slow-growth trap that we had just 
started to shake off in 2016-2019.” The 
challenge for policymakers in coming 
years will be to find a way to “grow into 
this massive debt-GDP structure we ve 
found ourselves in almost overnight,” 
he predicted. 

Virus to cost global in-
surers $203b

The deadly coronavirus pandemic 
will cost the global insurance indus-
try about $203 billion, the Lloyd’s of 

London market forecast on Thursday. 
Lloyd’s itself expects to pay out up to 
$4.3 billion on coronavirus claims, put-
ting the global health crisis on a par 
with the September 11, 2001 terror 
attacks, it added in a statement. “The 
estimated 2020 underwriting losses 
covered by the industry as a result of 
COVID-19 are approximately $107 bil-
lion, on par with some of the biggest 
major claims years for the industry,” it 
said in a statement. “In addition, unlike 
other events, the industry will also ex-
perience falls in investment portfolios 
of an estimated $96 billion, bringing 
the total projected loss to the insurance 
industry to $203 billion.” Lloyd’s itself 
will take a vast hit from the pandemic, 
which has so far killed almost 300,000 
people and infected some 4.3 million 

worldwide. “Lloyd’s... today revealed 
that it will pay out in the range of $3.0 
billion to $4.3 billion to its global cus-
tomers as a result of the far-reaching 
impacts of COVID-19,” it added in the 
statement. “This is on a par with 9/11 
in 2001 and the combined impact of 
hurricanes Harvey, Irma and Maria in 
2017, all of which led to similar pay-
outs by the Lloyd’s market. “These 
losses could rise further if the cur-
rent lockdown continues into another 
quarter. “Lloyd’s believes that once the 
scale and complexity of the social and 
economic impact of COVID-19 is ful-
ly understood, the overall cost to the 
global insurance non-life industry is 
likely to be far in excess of those his-
torical events.” Lloyd’s paid out a total 
of $4.7 billion for claims arising from 
the 9/11 terror attacks, while com-
bined payouts for hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria stood at $4.8 billion in 
2017.“

Global mental health 
crisis likely: UN

A mental illness crisis is looming as 
millions of people worldwide are sur-
rounded by death and disease and 
forced into isolation, poverty and anxi-
ety by the coronavirus pandemic, Unit-
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ed Nations health experts said. “The 
isolation, the fear, the uncertainty, the 
economic turmoil - they all cause or 
could cause psychological distress,” 
said Ms Devora Kestel, director of the 
World Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
mental health department. Presenting 
a UN report and policy guidance on 
Covid-19 and mental health, Ms Kes-
tel said an upsurge in the number and 
severity of mental illnesses is likely, 
and governments should put the issue 
“front and centre” of their responses. 
“The mental health and wellbeing of 
whole societies have been severely im-
pacted by this crisis and are a priority 
to be addressed urgently,” she told re-
porters at a briefing. The report high-
lighted several regions and sections 
of societies as vulnerable to mental 
distress - including children and young 
people isolated from friends and 
school, healthcare workers who are 
seeing thousands of patients infected 
with and dying from the new corona-
virus. Emerging studies and surveys 
are already showing Covid-19’s impact 
on mental health globally. Psychol-
ogists say children are anxious and 
increases in cases of depression and 
anxiety have been recorded in several 
countries. Domestic violence is rising, 
and health workers are reporting an 
increased need for psychological sup-
port. Reuters last week reported from 
interviews with doctors and nurses in 
the United States who said either they 
or their colleagues had experienced a 
combination of panic, anxiety, grief, 
numbness, irritability, insomnia and 
nightmares. Outside of the health sec-
tor, the WHO report said many people 
are distressed by the immediate health 
impacts and the consequences of phys-
ical isolation, while many others are 
afraid of infection, dying, and losing 
family members. 

China’s FDI inflow up 
11.8% in April

Foreign direct investment (FDI) into 
the Chinese mainland rebounded in 
April as policy makers have ramped up 
efforts to bolster the stability of foreign 
investment, official data showed. The 
FDI expanded 11.8 percent year on 
year to 70.36 billion yuan in April, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Commerce. 
In U.S. dollar terms, the FDI inflow stood 
at 10.14 billion dollars, up 8.6 percent 
year on year. The country rolled out a 
string of policies to better invigorate 
and protect foreign investors, which 
advanced the growth of the FDI, said 

the ministry, adding that the increase 
was also due to a modest comparison 
base. The ministry also pointed out the 
pressure on stabilizing foreign invest-
ment as the global epidemic situation 
remains grim. From January to April, 
the FDI totaled 286.55 billion yuan, 
down 6.1 percent year on year. In that 
period, inflow to high-tech industries 
rose 2.7 percent, with the information 
service and e-commerce service up 
46.9 percent and 73.8 percent, respec-
tively.  Meanwhile, the investment from 
ASEAN countries increased by 13 per-
cent, while that from countries along 
the Belt and Road rose 7.9 percent. The 
ministry pledged to further optimize 
the business environment to firm up 
foreign investors’ confidence in long-
term business development in China. 
China is expected to see a bumper 
summer grain harvest this year, amid 
government efforts to keep grain pro-
duction stable. The production of sum-
mer grain and edible oil will remain at 
a relatively high level, said Qin Yuyun, 
an official with the National Food and 
Strategic Reserves Administration, at 
a press conference.  State purchasing 
of grain will generally remain stable 
with a slight increase, while the buying 
volume of wheat is expected at around 
70 million tonnes and for early rice to 
reach 10 million tonnes, Qin said.  

PPEs being made do-
mestically: NDMA chief

Chairman National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) said that 
there is no shortage of necessary med-
ical equipment to tackle coronavirus 
disease in the country. Lt. General 
Muhammad Afzal addressing a news 
conference here said that the masks 
were not available in the market in 
March as some masks were smuggled 
out of the country while others were 
hoarded by illegal profiteers, but now 
entire personal protective equipment 
(PPEs) about Covid-19 except venti-
lators, being manufactured in Paki-
stan. He said that 39,500 PPEs have 
been provided to frontline doctors and 
there is no shortage of necessary med-
ical equipment to handle coronavirus 
in the country. Now the PPEs being 
prepared in country and local manu-
facturing of the equipment is helping 
NDMA save money. He said NDMA has 
run 11 flights of equipment from Chi-
na. He said the equipment for Corona-

virus testing has also been supplied 
to the provinces in abundance. The 
NDMA chairman said that civil work 
of the Infectious Diseases Hospital in 
Islamabad will be completed by 15th 
of May and the hospital will become 
functional by the end of this month. 
Lt. General Muhammad Afzal said that 
the NDMA had also advised softening 
of the lockdown, while people have to 
take responsibility during relief in the 
lockdown. The NDMA Chairman said 
local manufacturing of the equipment 
is helping NDMA save money. He said 
transparency was ensured in procure-
ment of the medical equipment all lev-
els. He said the equipment for Corona-
virus testing has also been supplied to 
the provinces in abundance.

Power China, FWO JV

Contract for Diamer Basha dam con-
struction awarded. Government has 
granted a contract worth Rs442 billion 
Pakistani ($5.85 billion) to a consor-
tium of Chinese and Pakistani compa-
nies for construction of a major dam to 
cope with the country s growing energy 
requirements. The contract was signed 
at a ceremony in the capital Islamabad 
between the Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority (WAPDA), and a joint 
venture of Power China, and Frontier 
Works Organization for construction 
of a diversion system, main dam, and 
access bridge of Diamer-Basha dam, 
apart from a 21 megawatt hydropow-
er project. Amir Bashir Chaudhry, chief 
executive officer of the project, and 
Yang Jiandu of Power China signed the 
agreement on behalf of WAPDA and 
the joint venture respectively, accord-
ing to a statement by the Water and 
Power Ministry. WAPDA has already 
awarded a consultancy contract of the 
project to Diamer Basha Consultants 
Group (DBCG) worth 27.182 billion ru-
pees ($168.8 million). The consultancy 
agreement includes construction de-
sign, construction supervision, and con-
tract administration of the Diamer-Ba-
sha Dam project, the statement added. 
The $14 billion dam, to be constructed 
on the River Indus in the northern Gil-
git-Baltistan region, which borders 
China, is set to produce 4500MW of af-
fordable electricity, said the statement. 
“The 6.4 MAF [million acre foot] water 
storage capacity of the dam will reduce 
the current water shortage in the coun-
try of 12 MAF to 6.1 MAF,”.
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COVID-19 shrinks glob-
al trade in Q1

The coronavirus has led to a 3% drop in 
global trade values in the first quarter 
of this year, the UN’s trade and devel-
opment body said on Wednesday. “The 
downturn is expected to accelerate in 
the second quarter,” the UN Conference 
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
said. The global trade is projected to 
record a quarter-on-quarter decline 
of 27% in April-July. Pointing to 20% 
fall in commodity prices in March, the 
UNCTAD said: “Plummeting fuel prices 
were the main driver of the steep de-
cline, plunging 33.2% in March, while 
prices of minerals, ores, metals, food 
and agricultural raw materials tum-
bled by less than 4%.”The volume of 
global trade may plummet by almost 
one third due to the pandemic, accord-
ing to experts’ estimations, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
during the opening of the meeting of 
the foreign ministers of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO). “The 
key task is to overcome the social and 
economic consequences of the pan-
demic. All our countries work on this 
task on a national level. According 
to estimations, before the end of this 
year, the global trade volume might 
plummet by 13% in an optimistic sce-
nario and by over 30% in a pessimistic 
one,” he stated.According to the foreign 
minister, established supply chains, 
investment and financial exchanges 
are threatened. “All this might lead 
to worsening of people’s living con-
ditions. Considering the scale of the 
negative effects, we believe that no one 
would be able to cope with them alone; 
negotiated, coordinated actions are re-
quired,” Lavrov commented. 

WB, IMF urged to can-
cel virus-hit poor coun-

tries’ debt

More than 300 lawmakers from 
around the world have urged the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
World Bank to cancel the debt of the 
poorest countries in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic, and to boost 
funding to avert a global economic 
meltdown. The initiative, led by for-
mer US presidential candidate Senator 
Bernie Sanders and Representative 
Ilham Omar, a Democrat from Minne-

sota, comes amid growing concern that 
developing countries and emerging 
economies will be devastated by the 
pandemic. The virus has infected more 
than 4.2 million people globally and 
killed 287,349, a tally showed. Wide-
spread shutdowns aimed at containing 
the virus are taking a huge toll on the 
global economy, and especially poor 
countries with weak health systems, 
high debt levels and few resources to 
manage the dual health and economic 
crises. IMF Managing Director Kristali-
na Georgieva said the Fund was “very 
likely” to revise downward its forecast 
that global output would shrink by 3% 
in 2020, and said developing countries 
would need more than $2.5 trillion in 
financing to weather the storm. Sand-
ers said poor countries needed every 
cent to care for their people, instead 
of servicing the “unsustainable debts” 
they owe to the large international 
financial institutions. Cancelling the 
debt of the poorest countries was “the 
very least that the World Bank, IMF 
and other international financial in-
stitutions should do to prevent an un-
imaginable increase in poverty, hunger, 
and disease that threatens hundreds of 
millions of people,” he said. The law-
makers welcomed a move by the IMF 
to cover the debt service payments 
of 25 of the poorest countries for six 
months, but said further efforts were 
needed. The World Bank has said.

Many countries’ data 
worse than expected: 

IMF
“We will probably update our esti-
mates in June. Our expectation for 
2020 will be slightly worse,” said In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
President Kristalina Georgieva , stating 
that economic data from many coun-
tries is worse than expectations, said. 
In the event organized by teleconfer-
ence method by The Financial Times, 
Georgieva made evaluations about 
the economic effects of the Kovid-19 
outbreak. Pointing out that the Kov-
id-19 outbreak affected the economies 
negatively, Georgieva said, “Data from 
many countries are worse than our 
pessimistic estimates.” he spoke. “We 
will probably update our estimates in 
June. Our expectation for 2020 will be 
slightly worse,” said Georgieva. said. 
Stating that the Kovid-19 crisis should 
be turned into an opportunity, Geor-

gieva emphasized that there should be 
structural improvements in the issues 
regarding sustainable growth.

Japan eyes 2nd extra 
budget to help economy
Japan will take additional stimulus 
measures “swiftly” to combat the fall-
out from the coronavirus pandemic, 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said, sig-
nalling readiness to compile a second 
supplementary budget during the cur-
rent parliamentary session running till 
next month. The new package of steps 
would aim to cushion the blow to the 
world’s third largest economy, which 
is on the cusp of deep recession amid 
a plunge in global demand and a local 
state of emergency that has been ex-
tended till the end of the month. Mr 
Abe said the government will consider 
additional steps like aid to firms strug-
gling to pay rent, support for students 
who have lost part-time jobs, and more 
subsidies to companies hit by slump-
ing sales. “If we decide that addition-
al steps are needed, we will take bold 
and timely action,” Abe told Parliament 
yesterday, when asked by an opposi-
tion lawmaker if the government will 
compile a second extra budget to fund 
the additional steps. “It’s important to 
act with speed,” he said, adding that 
the government was ready to compile 
the second extra budget in time to 
pass it through the current Diet ses-
sion ending on June 17. Abe declined 
to say what the size of spending could 
be, saying the decision will depend on 
how many prefectures will be able to 
lift state-of-emergency measures now 
applied nationwide. In extending the 
measures to the end of May, the gov-
ernment said it would reassess the 
situation on Thursday and possibly lift 
them earlier for some prefectures. “We 
will do our utmost to help companies 
sustain their businesses and protect 
jobs,” Abe said, adding that the gov-
ernment will “act swiftly”, taking into 
account proposals made by ruling and 
opposition lawmakers.  
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President Alvi constitutes 
10th NFC 

President Dr Arif Alvi has constituted 
the tenth National Finance Commis-
sion (NFC) to ensure just distribution 
of resources between the Centre and 
the four federating units. The presi-
dent has constituted the NFC under 
Article 160(1) of the Constitution of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The 
Finance Division has notified the new 
10-member Commission. Finance Ad-
visor Hafeez Sheikh will be the chair-
man of NFC which will comprise the 
four provincial finance ministers. Un-
der the constitution, the president has 
to announce a new NFC after every 
five years. President Dr Arif Alvi last 
year reconstituted the ninth National 
Finance Commission (NFC). The NFC 
Award is a constitutional obligation. It 
is clearly indicated in the Article 160 of 
the “Constitution of Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, 1973” that it has been made 
mandatory for the government to com-
pose NFC Award at an interval extend-
ing not more than five years for the 
amicable resource distribution among 
the federation and its respective units. 
Provinces then also re-distribute reve-
nues among lower tiers of the govern-
ment through a revenue-sharing for-
mula through PFC Awards. The central 
government collects most of the reve-
nues and then redistribute vertically 
between the federal and the provincial 
governments, and horizontally among 
the provinces. 

Remittances increase 
during FY 2019-20: SBP
 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on Mon-
day said that an increase is being wit-
nessed in the workers’ remittances 
during the first 10 months of the on-
going fiscal year 2019-20. According 
to details provided by the state bank, 
the Workers’ Remittances received 
during July-April of the ongoing fiscal 
year amounted to United States Dol-
lar (USD) 18,781.6 million recording 
an increase of US$ 980.6 million or 
5.5 percent over remittances received 
during the same period of the previous 
year that was $ 17,801.0 million. It said 
that the foreign currency inflow during 
April 2020 amounted to US $ 1,790.0 
million recording a decrease of $ 104.4 
million or 5.5 percent over remit-
tance received during previous month 
(March 2020, US $ 1,894.4 million). 
The remittances during April 2020 in-
creased by $ 19.8 million or 1.1 percent 

over remittance received during corre-
sponding month of FY 19 (US $ 1,770.2 
million). The SBP said that during April 
2020, larger amounts of money are re-
ceived from Saudi Arabia (US$ 451.4 
million), United States (US$ 401.9 mil-
lion), United Arab Emirates (US$ 353.8 
million) and United Kingdom (US$ 
226.6 million). On March 18, a State 
Bank of Pakistan report showed that 
the current account and trade deficits 
witnessed a massive decline during the 
first eight months of the ongoing fiscal 
year 2019-20 as compared to the same 
period of the previous year. Accord-
ing to the details, the current account 
deficit witnessed a 71 percent decline 
during the first eight months and stood 
at US$2.84 billion. 

Ehsaas serves 7.512m 
families in 1 month
Since May 8, 2020 Ehsaas has com-
menced disbursements to beneficia-
ries under category 3 of the Ehsaas 
Emergency Cash program. 163,419 
category 3 beneficiaries identified 
through district administration have 
been paid out Rs. 1.961 billion. Con-
currently, payments to category 2 ben-
eficiaries, who entered the program 
through 8171 SMS service, are also un-
derway. So far, 2.945 million category 
2 beneficiaries have been served Eh-
saas Emergency Cash worth Rs. 35.347 
billion and payments are still ongoing.  
Category-2 recipients had expressed 
demand through the 8171 SMS service 
that closed on April 19, 2020 and their 
eligibility is being ascertained through 
the databases of the National Socio-
economic Registry 2010 and 2020. Dr. 
Sania Nishtar, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Social Protection 
and Poverty Alleviation remarked, 
“The emergency cash transfers are 
providing purchasing power to labour 
class to buy food rations and meet 
their needs.” Talking about the deliv-
ery of final messages to applicants, she 
added, “All applicants of Ehsaas Emer-
gency Cash program who fall under 
categories II and III will get the final 

SMS messages from 8171 regarding 
payment or rejection based on their 
eligibility by the end of current week.” 
Payments to category 1 that includes 
regular Kafaalat beneficiaries have al-
most been completed with Rs. 54.303 
billion paid out to 4.403 million ben-
eficiaries. Cumulatively, so far, 7.512 
million deserving families under cate-
gories I, II and III of Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash program have collected financial 
assistance of Rs.12,000 each that sums 
up to roughly Rs. 91.611 billion.  

UK, EU continue 
post-Brexit trade talks

The third round of negotiations to seek 
a permanent post-Brexit trade deal be-
tween Britain and the European Union 
(EU) got underway. Negotiators are con-
ducting intensive week-long discussions 
using video links between London and 
Brussels because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The fresh round of talks started 
against a background of disappointment 
expressed by the EU’s chief negotiator 
Michel Barnier at the conclusion of the 
previous round of talks last month. Brit-
ain is currently in an implementation 
period after ending its membership in 
the bloc on Jan. 31. A race is now on to 
make a significant breakthrough before 
the end of June, the deadline set for a de-
cision to be made on whether to seek an 
extension of the current implementa-
tion period due to expire on December. 
31. British Prime Minister Boris John-
son has insisted he will not extend Brit-
ain’s links to the bloc beyond the end of 
this year. Over the weekend, Johnson 
held talks with European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen, mainly 
discussing the COVID-19 crisis. In Lon-

don, the Daily Express reported Mon-
day that Britain’s chief Brexit negotiator 
David Frost would issue a fresh warn-
ing to Barnier, saying progress must 
be made on the deadlocked trade talks 
this month because the British govern-
ment will not seek to delay them. The 
report said Downing Street’s planned 
rejection of an extension beyond Dec. 
31 was fuelled by fears Britain could 
be locked into swathes of EU coronavi-
rus pandemic legislation. While Barnier 
expressed his disappointment on April 
24 at the progress in the previous round 
of talks, Downing Street said limited 
progress had been made, adding talks 
needed to move forward in a construc-
tive fashion. Downing Street confirmed 
Monday talks were being held and will 
continue through the week.
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As interest in the applica-
tion of plasma medicine 
the use of low-temperature 
plasma (LTP) created by an 
electrical discharge to ad-

dress medical problems continues to 
grow, so does the need for research 
advancements proving its capabilities 
and potential impacts on the health 
care industry. Across the world, many 
research groups are investigating 
plasma medicine for applications in-
cluding cancer treatment and the ac-
celerated healing of chronic wounds, 
among others. Researchers from Penn 
State’s College of Engineering, College 
of Agricultural Sciences and College of 
Medicine say direct LTP treatment and 

plasma-activated media are effective 
treatments against bacteria found in 
liquid cultures. The researchers also 
say they have devised a unique way 
to create plasma directly in liquids. 
The team, comprised of engineers, 
physicists, veterinary and biomedical 
scientists and medical professionals, 
is using an atmospheric-pressure plas-
ma jet to use room temperature “cold” 
plasma to treat bacteria.  Plasma, the 
fourth state of matter, is typically very 
hot thousands to millions of degrees. 
By using plasma generated at atmo-
spheric pressure or in liquids, the re-
searchers can create molecules and 
atoms with antibacterial effects with-
out burning anything. Sean Knecht, 

assistant teaching profes-
sor of engineering design at 
Penn State and leader of the 
Cross-disciplinary Laborato-
ry for Integrated Plasma Sci-
ence and Engineering, said 
this process creates many 
different types of reactive 
particles, making the likeli-
hood of bacterial mutations 
to simultaneously combat 
all the particles almost non-
existent. necht explained 
that the team’s research re-
sults, published in Scientific 
Reports, show that plasma 
technology generates large 
amounts of reactive oxygen 
species or reactive parti-
cles created from molecules 
that contain oxygen atoms, 

including oxygen molecules in the air 
and water vapor. The plasma’s effect 
on different bacteria such as E coli 
and Staph aureus is significant, result-
ing in many bacterial deaths through 
multiple generations. “Over the course 
of four generations of bacteria, these 
bacteria do not acquire any form of re-
sistance to the plasma treatment,” he 
said. Girish Kirimanjeswara, associate 
professor of veterinary and biomedi-
cal sciences at Penn State, said this is 
extremely important due to the typical 
way bacteria mutate, making them re-
sistant to antibiotics. Antibiotics target 
a specific metabolic pathway, essential 
protein or nucleic acids in bacteria. 
Because of this, antibiotics have to en-
ter a bacterial cell to find and bind to 
that specific target. Any bacterial mu-
tation that decreases an antibiotic’s 
entry capabilities or increases its rate 
of exit makes the antibiotic less effec-
tive. Mutations happen naturally at a 
low rate but can rapidly accumulate by 
selection pressure when introduced to 
antibiotics aimed at fighting the bacte-
ria. According to Kirimanjeswara, the 
team’s research results show that plas-
ma treatment produces various reac-
tive oxygen species at a concentration 
high enough to kill bacteria, but low 
enough to not have negative impacts 
on human cells. He explained that the 
oxygen species quickly target virtual-
ly every part of the bacteria including 
proteins, lipids and nucleic acids. “One 
can call it a sledgehammer approach,” 
Kirimanjeswara said. “It is difficult 
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to develop resistance by any single 
mutation or even by a bunch of mu-
tations.” The team also applied these 
findings to design a system that can 
create plasma directly in liquids. The 
researchers intend to create plasma in 
blood to address cardiovascular infec-
tions directly at the source. To do so, 
high electric voltage and large electric 
currents are typically used. In the plas-
ma system created by the researchers, 
the electrical current and energy that 
might reach the patient are minimized 
by using dielectric, or electrically-in-
sulating, materials. Materials that the 
team would typically use to create the 
plasma include glass and ceramic due 
to their capability to withstand high 
local temperatures. 
These materials tend to make blood 
clot and may not be very flexible, a 
necessity if they are to be used in the 
cardiovascular system. The team is 
investigating insulating coatings that 
are biocompatible, or acceptable by 
the human body, and flexible. Knecht 
said the team has identified a poly-
mer called Parylene-C and reported 
the initial results in the journal IEEE 
Transactions on Radiation and Plasma 
Medical Sciences. The team is further 
pursuing this avenue, as polymers 
have low melting points and may not 
withstand repeated exposure to plas-
ma. “Biocompatible polymers can be 
used for plasma generation in biolog-
ical liquids, but their lifetime is limit-
ed,” Knecht said. “New unique plasma 
generation designs must be developed 
to produce lower intensity plasma 
discharges that can extend their life-
time. That is what we are continuing 
to work on.” Kirimanjeswara said sci-
entists typically work to understand 
how different bacteria cause disease 
or how host immune responses elimi-
nate bacteria to create new antibiotics 
and vaccines. Though these more tra-
ditional approaches are essential, they 
are often gradual and time-consuming. 
The team’s innovative research high-
lights the importance of continuing to 
investigate new ways to combat bacte-
ria. “Transformative and cross-disci-
plinary approaches have the potential 
to speed up finding solutions to urgent 
global problems,” he said. “It is import-

ant for the 
general public 
to be aware 
of and appre-
ciate the fact 
that the scien-
tific communi-
ty is engaged 
in several 
approaches , 
some tradi-
tional and 
others non-
t r a d i t i o n a l , 
to combat 
the growing 
problem of 
antibiotic re-
sistance. We 
hope our research reinforces the idea 
of embracing nonantibiotic approach-
es to treat bacterial infections in the 
future.” The coronavirus has infected 
more than 1.2 million people in the 
U.S., and now government scientists, 
academic researchers and for-profit 
pharmaceutical firms all are scram-
bling for blood plasma from COVID-19 
survivors in hopes of developing a 
range of potential treatments. In Min-
nesota, a program coordinated by the 
Mayo Clinic has collected plasma from 
more than 12,000 COVID survivors 
for transfusion into more than 7,000 
gravely ill patients, the result of a mas-
sive public appeal led by government 
leaders and nonprofit groups such as 
the Red Cross.Meanwhile, for-prof-
it companies that typically pay $50 
per donation of plasma used in other 
lifesaving therapies are advertising 
aggressively and significantly bump-
ing up their rates for COVID donors. 
In Utah, John and Melanie Haering, 
who contracted COVID-19 aboard the 
ill-fated Diamond Princess cruise ship, 
received gift cards worth $800 af-
ter making two donations apiece at a 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals’ BioLife Plas-
ma Services center. BioLife runs sev-
eral of the more than 800 paid-plas-
ma collection sites in the U.S., part 
of an industry that produces plasma 
protein therapies used to treat rare, 
chronic conditions such as hemophil-
ia and in medical emergencies. Rich 
with antibodies, convalescent plasma 

from COVID-19 patients is being test-
ed as a possible therapy to promote 
recovery in people who are critically 
ill with the disease. It’s also being col-
lected to create a concentrated anti-
body serum known as hyperimmune 
globulin that may prevent or halt in-
fection in the future. Similar products 
are used to treat rabies and illnesses 
such as infant botulism. If plasma from 
COVID-19 donors is shown to halt 
disease, coming up with an antidote 
could offer companies the prospect of 
making millions of dollars. And there’s 
the possibility of a third treatment, 
monoclonal antibody therapy, which 
would use antibody-producing cells 
from high-antibody donors to create 
lab-produced molecules to fight the 
disease. Representatives from all sides 
agree that the most pressing need is 
to increase the pool of COVID-19 sur-
vivors willing to donate plasma. They 
downplay talk of jockeying for donors 
in the nonprofit and for-profit worlds. 
We don’t view it as competition, said 
Chris Healey, president of corporate 
affairs at Grifols, a Spanish pharma-
ceutical company that has received 
nearly $13 million in funding from 
the U.S. Department of Defense to de-
velop its own hyperimmune globulin 
product. “We’re all pointed in the same 
direction. One solution may be orga-
nizations such as Berrent’s nonprofit 
Survivor Corps, which started in late 
March with a Facebook group that’s 
grown to 42,000 members and now 
includes international partnerships 
and a pro bono advertising campaign, 
A Call to Arms. Berrent has given 
plasma four times now, including to a 
biotech firm that sent a phlebotomist 
to her home and gave her a $100 Am-
azon card for her trouble. Survivor 
Corps aims to function as a “one-stop 
shop” for donors interested in giving 
COVID-19 plasma, Berrent said. And, 
she said, it also could serve as a single 
source for recruitment, freeing sci-
entists in government, academia and 
industry to focus on finding answers, 
not scouting for survivors. Free mar-
kets work beautifully in many, many 
situations. During a global pandemic, 
during a time of crisis, we need collab-
oration and efficiency.
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Gilgit-Baltistan
 
Travel to the north for some of the best scenic views and adventure activi-
ties the country has to offer. Start your trip in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), a popular 
choice for those seeking diverse experiences while sticking to just one region. 
GB, the northernmost administrative territory of Pakistan, is home to a num-
ber of mountain peaks over 20,000 feet, including the renowned K-2 and Nan-
ga Parbat. Shandur, the world’s highest polo ground, is also located here, as 
is the turquoise-hued Attabad Lake in Hunza Valley that was created after a 
landslide in 2010. The treeless Deosai National Park, located largely in the 
Skardu District, is a 4,114-metre high wonderland rich in flora and fauna that 
can only be accessed in the summer. Skiing enthusiasts can visit the Naltar Ski 
Resort, and eager campers can trek up to the picturesque Fairy Meadows.
 

Multan
 
The city of Multan is an interesting mix of 
memories of ancient warfare, trade, dynas-
tic rule and Sufism. The seventh most popu-
lous city of Pakistan has changed numerous 
hands since 3300 BCE, reportedly starting 
with Hindu occupation, then witnessing 
Greek invasion and finally hosting a long 
era of Muslim rule heavily influenced by Su-
fism in the 11th and 12th centuries. Multan 
is now an important part of south Punjab 
and devotees from all over the country and 
abroad visit the innumerable shrines, tombs 
and mosques all year round. Such is the rev-
erence for the deceased Sufi mystics remem-
bered or buried here that it is known as the 
‘City of Saints’.

 

Tharparkar
 
Interest in the Tharparkar District in Sindh as a 
tourist spot is a relatively recent development. 
The gradual increase in the number of tourists 
each year is an encouraging sign for the region 
which consists of a jumble of towns and villages 
ranging from slightly developed to completely 
rural settlements. Most visitors flock to the dis-
trict during or after the monsoon rains to ex-
perience the short period in which the desert 
is transformed into an oasis. This brief season 
is also a source of joy for the residents because 
the soil of this particular desert is extremely 
fertile and supports rainfall agriculture.

Pakistan
Pakistan is blessed with abun-
dant natural and historical 
riches, but plagued by politi-
cal instability, which has kept 
the country off the radar for all 
but the most hardened explor-
ers. As per World Tourism and 
Travel Council; direct contri-
bution of tourism to the GDP of 
Pakistan was only 2.7 percent, 
which was not encouraging 
by any standards. However, it 
is a pity that tourist numbers 
in Pakistan hover around an 
abysmal 2 million per annum 
on average, which too mostly 
comprises domestic tourists. 
This shows that the tourism in-
dustry is operating way below 
its potential and has immense 
capacity to expand, create 
jobs and generate revenue for 
the country. Pakistan’s num-
ber one attraction is a bubble 
of serenity in a troubled land. 
Stretching north from the 
Northwest Frontier to Kashgar 
in China, the Karakoram is one 
of the world’s most epic high-
ways, an astonishing feat of 
engineering forced against the 
odds through the tortured bed-
rock of the Karakoram moun-
tains. Above Gilgit, the primary 
safety concern is not rebels but 
the risk of veering off the road 
while entranced by the natural 
beauty of the Hunza Valley or 
the snow-capped summit of 
Nanga Parbat. Home to a mul-
titude of landscapes and ter-
rains, Pakistan has mountains 
and rivers for the adventurous, 
archaeological sites for the cu-
rious and untouched beaches 
for those looking to escape the 
crowds. In a country with so 
many options to choose from, 
here are some of the best plac-
es to visit.
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 Kalash Valleys
 
Pakistan is an ethnically diverse country, and the Kalasha 
form what is perhaps its most distinct indigenous group. 
The Kalash Valleys – Bumburet, Rumbur and Birir – are 
a part of Chitral, the largest district in the Khyber-Pa-
khtunkhwa province of Pakistan, and are ringed by the 
famed Hindu Kush mountain range. The remoteness of the 
valleys has helped them preserve their uniqueness over 
the centuries. The predominantly light-skinned, blue-
eyed Kalasha people are known for their colourful garb 
and polytheistic religion. This religion, which reportedly 
subscribes to either a form of animism or ancient Hindu-
ism, is a world apart from that of their Muslim neighbours. 
They love dancing, brewing their own wine and playing 
traditional musical instruments. The best time to visit 
these valleys is during any of their three annual festivals 
– Chilam Joshi in May, Uchau in September and Chawmos 
around the time of the winter solstice.

 Mohenjo-daro
 
History buffs will have a hard time passing up a chance to vis-
it Mohenjo-daro in Sindh, an archaeological site dating back to 
2500 BCE. An extensive study and excavation of the area led to 
the conclusion that the mounds and ruins were once a part of 
the Indus Valley Civilisation, a contemporary of Ancient Egypt 
and Mesopotamia. Among other things, Mohenjo-daro was built 
according to a grid plan, boasted an efficient water management 
system and featured public baths – all of this is considered ad-
vanced urban planning and civil engineering well ahead of its 
time. The city was eventually abandoned around 1900 BCE for 
obscure reasons and was not rediscovered until the 1920s. De-
tailed excavation continued until 1966, after which all in-depth 
archaeological work was halted due to damage inflicted by the 
weather. Mohenjo-daro was declared a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site in 1980 and can be visited via private transport, public bus 
or weekly flights from Karachi.

 Khewra Salt Mine
 
A trip to the world’s second largest salt mine may not be a regular 
bucket list feature in conventional vacations plans, but it is definite-
ly a great educational experience. The Khewra Salt Mine is situated 
in the foothills of the Salt Range (in the province of Punjab), and is 
almost 184 kilometres away from Islamabad, the capital city. Not 
only is it the country’s vital source of salt, but the site is also a major 
tourist attraction, with up to 250,000 visitors driving up to the mine 
each year. Once transported inside via carts, tourists can witness 
caves made entirely of salt, a number of saltwater pools, and some 
miniature salt structures of important landmarks of the country. The 
salt reserves are said to be discovered by the troops of Alexander the 
Great in 326 BCE.

 Makran Coast
 
Pakistan has yet to turn its beaches into dream holiday resorts, 
but if exploring an unspoiled coastline with natural beaches is 
your thing, then the Makran Coast is definitely worth visiting. 
The breathtaking landscape in the province of Balochistan is a 
pleasant surprise in what is otherwise rugged terrain consisting 
mostly of barren mountains. The coast itself is a 1,000-kilometre 
stretch along the Gulf of Oman and is interspersed with pristine 
beaches that are accessible via the 650-kilometre long Makran 
Coastal Highway, which starts from Karachi in Sindh, passes the 
towns of Ormara and Pasni, and ends in Gwadar. It is advisable to 
begin your journey from Karachi at the crack of dawn so you can 
make the most of the long drive. Notable beaches on the coast-
al strip include Kund Malir Beach, Astola Island, Ormara Beach, 
Sonmiani Beach, Gwadar Beach and Pasni Beach.
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SpaceX assembled the shiny 
pieces of its planned Starship 
orbital prototype in late 
2019. This wasn’t a launch-
ready version, but it shows 
what the spacecraft likely 

look will like when it’s finally ready 
for testing. The development process 
of Starship, the next-generation space 
vehicle Elon Musk and SpaceX hope 
will one day carry humans to Mars, 
has had its speed bumps, but now 
things seem to be progressing toward 
another short test flight, or “hop,” of 
a new prototype. Starship is the ful-
ly reusable second stage and has an 
integrated payload section. Starship 
serves as a large, long-duration space-
craft capable of carrying passengers or 
cargo to Earth orbit, planetary desti-
nations, and between destinations on 
Earth. Starship spacecraft and Super 
Heavy rocket (collectively referred 
to as Starship) represent a fully reus-
able transportation system designed 
to carry both crew and cargo to Earth 
orbit, the Moon, Mars and beyond. As 
of September 2019, the Starship upper 
stage is expected to be a 30-foot-diam-
eter (9 m), 160-foot-tall (50 m), fully 
reusable spacecraft with a dry mass of 
260,000 lb (120 t) or less, powered by 
six methane/oxygen-propellant Rap-
tor engines. Space.com reports that 
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk said that the 
reusable passenger spaceship would 
cost $900,000 worth of fuel per launch, 
which added in with other costs, comes 

out to about a $2 million price tag. 
Stainless steel is much cheaper than 
the carbon-fiber material that SpaceX 
initially aimed to use for Starship and 
Super Heavy, and the metal has other 
important advantages as well, Musk 
stressed. For example, stainless steel 
handles heating far better than carbon 
composites do. Cold rolling technol-
ogy refers to a process whereby steel 
or stainless steel metals are rolled at 
room temperature rather than be-
ing heated to 1100 degrees Celsius. 
... The raw material is thereby passed 
through rollers below its recrystalliza-
tion temperature of the relevant type 
of steel or stainless steel.The differ-
ence between CRS and 304 stainless 
steel is that CRS is a process and 304 
is an alloy. Steel, hot or cold rolled, will 
rust and corrode. It is used in applica-
tions where that is not a consideration. 
Stainless steel is an alloy with chromi-
um and nickel that prevents rust and 
corrosion. Since a small single-engine 

prototype dubbed “Starhopper” levi-
tated itself above the Texas Gulf Coast 
for a short flight last year, a few larger 
Starship prototypes have succumbed 
to mishaps during pressure tests. But 
the latest iteration, labeled SN4, has 
passed those same tests and has also 
successfully been fired up while being 
held in place. Such static fire tests are 
usually one of the last steps before a 
rocket finally leaves the ground. Musk 
has said the SN series of prototypes 
will be capable of flying to an elevation 
of at least 12.4 miles (20 kilometers), 
but the SN4 will first make a roughly 
500 foot (150 meter) hop like Starhop-
per before it.  It’s not yet clear when 
the larger Starship prototype could fi-
nally get a little air, but witnesses near 
the SpaceX test facility in Boca Chica, 
Texas, spotted SN4’s Raptor engine 
being removed after the test fire and 
replaced with a different one. 
The FAA has issued a flight advisory 
for the airspace around Boca Chica for 
Tuesday through Friday of this week, 
along with road and beach closures is-
sued by Cameron County. It’s expected 
that SpaceX will use this week to con-
duct another hold-down firing test of 
the new Raptor engine, hopefully pav-
ing the way for a hop sometime soon. 
SpaceX’s newly redesigned prototype 
of its next-generation Starship space-
craft could take off the ground just 
two or three months from now on, the 
company founder and CEO Elon Musk 
tweeted. The construction of the new 
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test vehicle, known as SN1, is under-
way at SpaceX’s site near the South 
Texas village of Boca Chica and Musk 
has been sharing the videos and pho-
tos from the site on social media. In 
February this year, Elon Musk showed 
off the shiny SpaceX Starship saying, 
SpaceX’s planned to leave Earth’s orbit 
start with this shiny creation. Starship 
is the next-gen spaceship that could 
one day deploy satellites, carry art-
ists around the moon and even touch 
down on the moon and Mars.  Last year 
in September, Musk unveiled a proto-
type design of the Starship spacecraft 
that would take people or cargo to 
the Moon, Mars, or other destinations 
around Earth. However, SpaceX initiat-
ed the redesign after the first full-size 
Starship prototype, called Mk1, blew 
its top during a pressurisation test in 
November 2019. 
Musk shared a video of SpaceX team 
working on the Starship tank dome 
along with some pictures on December 
28, 2019, calling it “the most difficult 
part” of the vehicle’s primary structure. 
Responding to a user who asked about 
the first test flight date of Starship, 
Musk said “We’re now building flight 
design of Starship SN1, but each SN 
will have at least minor improvements, 
at least through SN20 or so of Starship 
V1.0.” In another tweet, Musk said 
that the flight is hopefully two to three 
months away. Earlier, SpaceX had been 
building Starship prototype at its facil-
ities in Boca Chica and Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, but that plan has been shelved 
for now. Musk informed that the Boca 
Chica will not focus on Starship where-
as the Cape Canaveral facility will work 
on Falcon and Dragon launch vehicles. 
“We’re focusing on Boca right now for 
Starship, & Cape is focused on Falcon/
Dragon,” he wrote. The overall Starship 
architecture consists of a 50 meters tall 
Starship spacecraft and a giant rocket 
known as Super Heavy. As per informa-
tion provided by SpaceX, both of these 
vehicles will be fully and rapidly reus-
able, potentially slashing the cost of 
spaceflight enough to make Mars col-
onization and other exploration feats 
economically feasible. In January this 
year, SpaceX’s billionaire founder and 
CEO outlined some ambitious goals for 

the company’s Starship Mars-coloniza-
tion system during a flurry of Twitter 
posts. The Starship architecture con-
sists of a big spaceship called Starship, 
which Musk has said will be capable of 
carrying up to 100 people, and a giant 
rocket named Super Heavy. Both of 
these vehicles will be reusable; indeed, 
rapid and frequent reuse is key to 
Musk’s overall vision, which involves 
cutting the cost of spaceflight enough 
to make Mars colonization and other 
bold exploration feats economically 
feasible. And “frequent reuse” is a bit 
of an understatement, it would seem. 
In one of Thursday’s tweets, for exam-
ple, Musk wrote that the eventual goal 
is to launch each Starship vehicle three 
times per day on average. 
Each Starship will be able to carry 
about 100 tons of payloads to orbit, so, 
at that flight rate, every vehicle would 
loft about 100,000 tons annually, he 
explained. And there won’t be just 
one Starship far from it, if everything 
goes according to Musk’s plan. “Build-
ing 100 Starships/year gets to 1000 
in 10 years or 100 megatons/year or 
maybe around 100k people per Earth-
Mars orbital sync,” Musk wrote in an-
other tweet. “Orbital sync” refers to 
an alignment of the two planets that’s 
favorable for interplanetary travel, 
which comes along just once every 26 
months. So, Musk envisions huge fleets 

of Starships departing during these 
windows. “Loading the Mars fleet into 
Earth orbit, then 1000 ships depart 
over ~30 days every 26 months. Bat-
tlestar Galactica …” he wrote in another 
tweet. (And Musk wants each Starship 
to keep flying for a while. In yet anoth-
er tweet, he said SpaceX is aiming for 
an operational life of 20 to 30 years 
for each vehicle. Musk wants all of this 
activity to lead to the establishment of 
a sustainable settlement on the Red 
Planet. This goal — making humanity 
a multi planet species — is close to the 
entrepreneur’s heart. 
He has repeatedly stressed that it’s 
why he founded SpaceX back in 2002, 
and why he has been amassing wealth 
for the past few decades. Back in mid-
2017, Musk said that the Starship ar-
chitecture (which was then called the 
Interplanetary Transport System) 
could potentially allow a million-per-
son city to rise on Mars within 50 to 
100 years. He’s still working toward 
such an ambitious timeline  an even 
more ambitious one, in fact. One of 
Musk’s Twitter followers asked, “So 
a million people [on Mars] by 2050?” 
The billionaire responded simply: Su-
per Heavy won’t make the trip to Mars, 
by the way; the huge rocket is need-
ed just to get the Starship vehicle off 
Earth. The passenger spacecraft will be 
able to launch itself off the moon and 
Mars, both of which are much small-
er than our planet and are therefore 
much easier to escape. SpaceX is cur-
rently building its first Starship orbital 
vehicle, called the SN1, at the compa-
ny’s South Texas facilities. Musk tweet-
ed a photo of technicians working on 
the SN1’s nose cone and liquid-oxygen 
header tank. Starship could get up and 
running soon. SpaceX representatives 
have said the first operational missions 
of the vehicle, which will likely loft 
communications satellites, could come 
as early as 2021. And there’s already 
one crewed mission on Starship’s man-
ifest a round-the-moon voyage booked 
by Japanese billionaire Yusaku Maeza-
wa, which is targeted for 2023.
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Kazakhstan is a large country 
that both is steeped in tra-
ditions but also takes those 
traditions and uses it to look 
into the future. As the coun-

try grows much of it stays the same. 
The culture, the people and food might 
not have changed much but the ways 
in which the people interact with them 
do. From traditional meals like Besh-
barmak that are centuries old to the 
delish dessert of Baursak, these tra-
ditional meals have been around for 
ages. People might come and go, but 
the food lasts eternally. Food in Ka-
zakhstan is certainly unique. For the 
most, the former Soviet country relies 
on gastronomic traditions from the 
times of nomadic travelers. Food is 
heavily based on meat and dairy with 
boiling and as an effective method of 
food preparation. Because many peo-
ple rely or have relied on cattle as a 
means of subsistence, meat like lamb 
and mutton is very common and used 
in many meat dishes originating from 
Kazakhstan. When it comes to dairy 
anything from cow’s milk to the camel 
is typically used and a variety of chees-
es and milk based dishes are also very 
common. Here are some of the most 
popular and traditional foods in Ka-
zakhstan.
 

Chechil
Chechil is a stringed cheese that’s been 
soaked in brine. The consistency of 
the cheese mirrors something similar 
to mozzarella. The way it’s made is 
that the cheese is produced densely 
into strings, woven in a figure-eight 
shaped form. After that, it is soaked in 
brine for a while and also sometimes 
smoked before eating. Chechil is com-
monly found in pubs and bars as a 
snack when you’re drinking and is also 
commonly found in countries around 
Kazakhstan like Russia.

 

Chook-Chook
Coming in for people with a sweet 
tooth is Chook-Chook. Chook-Chook is 
a common sweet treat that is little bits 
of dough, that’s then fried and covered 
in a sticky sugary glaze. It’s common-
ly found in most supermarkets and if 
you’re planning on eating some, make 
sure to bring a couple of napkins as 
you’ll probably get your hands nice 
and sticky after eating this.

Sorpa Airan
Sorpa Airan is a cross between yo-
ghurt and soup. “Sorpa” is generally a 
soup/broth-like brink that’s typically 
had with Beshbarmak that is usually a 
salty broth with savoury qualities to it. 
Sorpa Airan, however, is more akin to a 
drinkable yoghurt variation prepared 
from fermented cow milk.  

 Shubat
Known to have terrific health qualities 
Shubat is fermented camel milk. Dairy 
is a large part of Kazakh cuisine and 
Shubat is known to have a bit of a sour 
taste as the fermentation process takes 
a couple of days. The drink is typically 
consumed during the summer months 
and since it has a short shelf life, it’s 
pretty hard to come across the drink 
outside the country. It can be common-
ly found in many shops and restau-
rants around the country. At least you 
know it’s always fresh

  Shelpek
Just about every civilisation has its 
variation of a flatbread and in Kazakh-
stan and the surrounding areas that 

bread is known as Shelpek. Shelpek is 
commonly found throughout central 
Asia and consumed just about any-
where as a bread staple to any dish. 
The dough consists of milk, flour, sug-
ar, butter, baking soda, sour cream, and 
salt, then it’s shaped and then fried un-
til it reaches a golden brown colour.

 Kurt
 
Kurt is a little lump of dehydrated salty 
cheese. Usually made by dehydrating 
sour cream then formed into a ball. 
The snack has its origins with sheep 
herders of the Steppe who would carry 
the salty little cheese balls as means of 
nourishment while herding. Kurt can 
be found in any typical supermarket 
for pretty cheap (usually under 1 USD) 
and nowadays instead of finding it in 
the canteens of sheepherders people 
usually keep it in their desks or brief-
cases to eat as a midday snack.

 Baursak
Baursak is a Kazakh national dish that 
can be customized to either a persons 
taste for sweet or not. The dish is com-
pared to a doughnut with spherical or 
triangular pieces of dough which are 
then fried in oil. Baursaks are typically 
found during major events like wed-
dings, parties, memorials and the like. 
There’s even a Kazakh superstition 
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that the smell from the fried dough 
carries to heaven where your demised 
loved ones can take in the aroma to-
gether with you.

Kazy
Kazy is a horse meat sausage made 
with an intestinal outer lining. Chunks 
of meat and fat are stuffed inside and 
although the dish may not sound the 
most appealing to Westerners, it is a 
common type of sausage found in the 
area. Kazy is typically eaten during 
special occasions and is not common-
ly found as “everyday” dish and so it is 
considered a treat and is a bit expen-
sive.

 

Halva
Halva is not only popular in and around 
Central Asia but it is also found around 
places like Europe in the Balkans, Tur-
key and among Jewish communities 
around the globe. Of course, they all 
have different variations of it but Halva 
is essentially a sweetened sunflower 
seed paste eaten with tea. Variations of 
it include sweet versions like chocolate 
and raisins or savoury variations with 
lentils, beans and carrots.

Mypalau
 Mypalau is a traditional dish hailing 
from Kazakhstan. The key ingredient 
of this specialty is sheep’s brain which 
is typically placed in a wooden bowl 
and combined with pieces of meat, hip 
bones’ marrow, broth with salted fat, 

and garlic. Although everyone can en-
joy it, sheep’s brain is usually reserved 
for the elderly, and it’s also tradition-
ally offered to honored guests. The 
sheep’s brain is typically not given to 
children as it is believed that eating it 
would make them weak-minded.

Qarta
 
Qarta is a horse meat dish popular in 
Kazakh and Kyrgyz culture. It consists 
of boiled and pan-fried horse rectum; 
specifically the last section of the di-
gestive tract, not including the sphinc-
ter. Qarta is usually served as a side 
dish in a platter of qazy - a horse rib 
meat sausage - and with minimal sea-
soning. Other methods of cooking Qa-
rta involve either smoking and drying 
for 24 and 48 hours respectively, or 
simmering it with salt, green peppers, 
and dill.

Zhaya
 
Zhaya is a traditional Kazakh meat 
delicacy made with horse meat. This 
specialty uses meat obtained from the 
animal’s hip (usually the upper muscu-
lar section covered with fat) and hind 
leg, which is salted, dried, and smoked. 
Typically, the finished product is boiled 
about two hours before consumption, 
and usually, it is served sliced with 
greens sprinkled on top. Zhaya is most-
ly enjoyed as a cold appetizer alongside 
other horse meat specialties, although 
it can also be added to various dishes 
such as salads.

Zhal
 
Zhal is one of an array of horse meat 
delicacies that are traditionally pre-
pared in Kazakhstan. It is typically 
made by salting, drying, and smoking 
the oblong portion of fat coming from 
the underpart of the horse’s neck, 
which usually comes with a thin layer 
of flesh attached to it. After it has been 
soaked in cold water, zhal is typical-
ly boiled and sliced before consump-
tion. Slices of this meat specialty can 
be enjoyed while they’re still warm or 
chilled, and they’re usually garnished 
with onion rings on top.

Shalgam
 

Shalgam is a traditional salad origi-
nating from Kazahstan. It is typically 
prepared with a combination of grated 
radish, carrots, bell peppers, onions, 
and garlic. The salad is dressed with 
a combination of white wine vinegar, 
sugar, oil, salt, and cayenne pepper. 
The ingredients are mixed together, 
combined with the dressing, and the 
salad is then tossed and served, either 
cold or at room temperature. It is rec-
ommended to serve it as an accompa-
niment to beshbarmak, a traditional 
meat dish.

Tohax
 
Tohax is traditional, round-shaped 
bread that is especially popular in 
parts of Central Asia such as Kazakh-
stan and Uzbekistan. It is characterized 
by a large indentation in its center. The 
bread is baked until it develops a gold-
en brown crust and is usually served 
warm.

Beshbarmak
 
Beshbarmak might as well be the national dish of Kazakhstan because not only is it 
a delicious local dish but it is also deep-rooted in Kazakh customs. The term “Besh-
barmak” means “five fingers” because the nomads used to eat this dish with their 
hands. The dish itself consists of meat (usually the rump of a selected animal) and 
homemade pasta. Alongside the meat and noodles is a broth called “Shorpo” which is 
typically consumed before the main Beshbarmak dish. To be invited to sit and eat at a 
table while they’re eating this is considered to be an honour so doesn’t take this meal 
lightly. As a result, it’s typically a dish that is prepared for special occasions.
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AAndy Murray and Kiki Ber-
tens were crowned champi-
ons of the Mutua Madrid 
Open Virtual Pro, the inno-
vative online tournament 

that brought together 16 ATP players 
and 16 WTA players to square off in a 
Manolo Santana Stadium that was rec-
reated in exquisite detail in the videog-
ame Tennis World Tour (Nacon Gam-
ing). Broadcast exclusively on 
Facebook Gaming, the tournament at-
tracted spectacular viewing figures for 
its first edition, which was played over 
four days. Including the broadcasts in 
Spanish (PlayStation España’s Face-
book page) and English (Mutua Ma-
drid Open’s Facebook page), the Mu-
tua Madrid Open Virtual Pro recorded 
the following figures: 75,632,205 peo-
ple reached, 15,163,552 unique users, 
8,683,153 video minutes played and 
160,096 interactions from Monday 27 
to Thursday 30 April.  With an online 
audience of 3,790,888 spectators per 
day, the Mutua Madrid Open Virtual 
Pro exceeded all expectations to be-

come a global phenomenon thanks to 
the 62 competition matches, streamed 
in a spectacular television production 
that included live commentary from 
Feliciano López, world number 56 and 
director of the Mutua Madrid Open, 
Anabel Medina, Spanish Fed Cup cap-
tain and two-time French Open dou-
bles champion, Alberto Berasategui, 
ex-number 7 in the rankings and win-
ner of 14 ATP titles and Álex Corretja, 
ex-world number two and winner of 
17 titles, including the ATP Finals in 
1998. In addition to the competition 
matches, there was a Charity Mutua 
Madrid Open Virtual Pro event, which 
pitted the best gaming content cre-
ators against the tennis players (Ste-
fanos Tsitsipas was the champion), 
there were interviews with the players 
every day and a highlights programme 
every evening showing the best mo-
ments of the competition. The Mutua 
Madrid Open Virtual Pro was con-
ceived as a charity initiative to help the 
tennis players most in need at this 
time, those that have no income to 
help them through these months of in-
activity and those affected by Covid-19. 
To do so, the tournament included a 
total purse of 300,000 euros in the two 
competitions (150,000 ATP and 
150,000 WTA), from which the win-
ners will be able to decide how much 
they donate to their peers on tour who 
are currently suffering economically. 
In addition, the Mutua Madrid Open 
Virtual Pro donated 50,000 euros to 
the Madrid Food Bank to help reduce 

the social impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. It is the first time a virtual ten-
nis tournament has been contested 
solely by professional tour players. 
The event will be streamed on the Ma-
drid Open’s Facebook page and the 
platform’s new gaming app. This idea 
is based on two things: firstly, to give 
something to the fans while they are at 
home and let them watch their favour-
ite players. And secondly, to help play-
ers who are struggling right now, Lo-
pez, the ATP tour veteran who became 
the Madrid Open tournament director 
last year, told media. Both tourna-
ments have separate prize pots of 
150,000 euros (£131,210). Each cham-
pion will decide how to distribute the 
money into the relief funds set up to 
support lower-ranked players whose 
incomes have dried up during the pan-
demic. Players individually can give 
their support and then there are initia-
tives like ours, where we are asking 
the players to give all the prize money 
to the fund, added Lopez. There will be 
a lot of money in the funds to help the 

Virtual Madrid Open
 Andy Murray & Kiki Bertens 

clinch titles
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players struggling right now.” Behind 
star attractions Nadal and Murray, 
there are a host of other big names. 
Fellow Grand Slam champions Caro-
line Wozniacki and Bianca Andreescu 
compete in the women’s event, as does 
British number one Johanna Konta, 
while Australian Open runner-up 
Dominic Thiem and ATP World Tour 
champion Stefanos Tsitsipas are 
among the men. The players competed 
as their own Tennis World Tour char-
acters, although some of the 32 en-
trants – including Murray – are not on 
the game. That is largely as a result of 
developers Nacon being unable to ne-
gotiate some image rights, which are 
done on an individual basis. Murray’s 
character, therefore, has been added in 
the game’s player creation mode by 
the organisers, meaning the physical 
and technical attributes of the Scot 
might not be as closely representative 
as others. Kiki Bertens, who should 
have been defending the WTA title in 
Madrid next week, is another whose 
character has been created for the 
tournament. “It is more the skills from 
me than the skills of the character,” 
said the Dutch world number seven. 
Bertens underlined her status as one 
of the best clay-courters on the wom-
en’s tour by winning last year’s Madrid 
Open – one of the leading WTA events 
outside of the Grand Slams and an im-
portant signpost towards the French 
Open – without dropping a set. Instead 
of returning to the Caja Magica, she 
will be defending the title in her living 
room at home in Breda in the Nether-
lands. “Winning last year was the big-
gest title of my career so I have such 
great memories from Madrid. I wanted 
to defend my title,” the 28-year-old 
told BBC Sport. “Now I’m not sure if I 
will be able to, because I’d rather play 
a tennis match in Madrid than a com-
puter game! But I’m practising hard 
and we will see how it goes.” Lopez has 
been impressed with the buy-in from 
the leading players, although not ev-
eryone has been bowled over by the 
idea. Nick Kyrgios, never shy of con-
veying what he thinks, reckons they 
should be playing Call of Duty, Fortnite 
or Fifa instead of Tennis World Tour so 
“people actually watch”.  The demand-

ing Lopez 
says this is 
“not only for 
fun”, any 
p l a y e r s 
thinking it is 
all a laugh 
might be 
shown up. 
“We are try-
ing to make 
the virtual 
tournament 
as profes-
sional as we 
can. We want 
this to be a 
c o m p e t i -
tion,” he 
said. The 

Spaniard arranged for PS4 consoles 
and copies of Tennis World Tour to be 
sent out to the players, allowing them 
to prepare for an event he wants them 
to take as seriously as the real thing. 
“Even though it is virtual we want the 
players to compete like they usually 
would,” said the 38-year-old, who ad-
mits he is not a gamer himself. “The 
message we want to send to the fans is 
that the players are competing online 
because they can’t compete on-site.” 
Nadal and Murray arranged during 
their Instagram chat to have a match 
later that night, while Elina Svitolina 
and Eugenie Bouchard are among 
those to have posted clips of them 
practising. Bertens has already played 
‘friendly’ matches against Belinda 
Bencic, Carla Suarez Navarro and Fio-
na Ferro. “On court I scream a lot and 
show my emotions, but I think my 
competitive spirit will come out even 
more when I’m playing the game,” she 
laughed. “It is hard not to let my emo-
tions go. Once already the controller 
was almost flying across the room.” 
Cameras with in-built microphones 
will follow their every move, meaning 
animated histrionics and trash-talking 
are not being discouraged. Fans will 
see the players in the corners of their 
screen, allowing them to watch their 
interaction as well as the match. “En-
tertaining the fans is very important so 
the interaction is something we really 
wanted to have,” Lopez said. Last year’s 

Madrid Open was Lopez’s first as the 
tournament director and he hopes the 
virtual event will run as smoothly as 
that did. While the long hours in the 
role haven’t changed, he has a new 
concern: dodgy internet connections. 
Digital expert Webedia, a global enter-
tainment company with expertise in 
esports, is responsible for the techni-
cal side. Usually their events see a host 
of YouTubers and influencers compet-
ing, and have included a Fifa tourna-
ment held at Real Madrid’s Santiago 
Bernabeu stadium. Alberto Fernandez, 
Webedia’s head of esports, says the 
Madrid Open Virtual Pro represents 
one of the firm’s biggest challenges. 
“We are in a new situation for every-
one. We usually do events like these in 
a studio with everything connected 
and tested; we have back-ups in case 
something happens,” he told media. 
“Because of the situation we have to 
produce everything from home. Every-
one involved in this project is in his or 
her house. That’s the most difficult 
thing.” Smooth streaming of the play-
ers is key. Out-of-sync images and dis-
torted sound are guaranteed to see 
exasperated viewers switch off. Tests 
have been done on each player’s wifi 
speeds to ensure the live streaming, 
done through a popular gaming app 
called Discord, will work. Fernandez 
says the gameplay will be streamed 
through a different server operated by 
publisher Nacon, meaning if a player’s 
camera connection goes down then 
fans will still see images of the PlaySta-
tion action. “The technology is incredi-
ble and all we need is good wifi. We 
have done the tests and we’re confi-
dent it is not going to be a concern,” 
Lopez added. According to the 
pre-tournament chat in their 
WhatsApp group, there is not much 
gaming experience among the WTA 
players. Presuming that is true and no-
body is hiding considerable talent, it 
leaves an open field which mirrors the 
reality of unpredictable women’s tour-
naments on the tour. “We all start from 
zero and it is a fair competition,” said 
Bertens, who had never played Tennis 
World Tour, or had a PlayStation, be-
fore last week’s delivery.

SPORTS

61June 2020



  

Author John E 
Marthinsen

Language: English
Publisher: Cengage 

Learning 
Length 688 pages

 
Demystifying Global Macroeconomics 
(DGM) provides readers with a practi-
cal, working use of international mac-
roeconomics. For serious business and 
political leaders, understanding the 
global interconnections in economic and 
financial markets is crucial for making 
informed and well-timed decisions. 
DGM takes the mystery out of seeming-
ly complex economic interactions by 
providing an easy-to-understand frame-
work within which to analyze the effects 
of economic, social, and political shocks 
to a nation economy. John E Marthin-
sen integrates the three major macro-
economic sectors, which are the credit 
market, goods and services market, and 
foreign exchange market. The author 
provides the reader with contemporary 
examples that virtually leap off the front 
pages of our daily news reports and com-
pare business managers and politicians 
with choices and decisions to make. 
Marthinsen keeps readers visually en-
gaged with the strategic use of figures, 
tables, charts, and illustrative exhibits. 
Demystifying Global Macroeconomics 
emphasizes the interaction among mar-
kets and equips readers with a macro-
economic perspective that will last (and 
be used) for years. With business appli-
cations, concrete business examples, and 
an approach to macroeconomic theory 
via markets, Marthinsen shows you how 
macroeconomics can help you make bet-
ter business decisions. With this clear, 
concise, and highly practical book, you’ll 
grasp practical big picture concepts, de-
velop an understanding of what causes 
macroeconomic variables to change, and 
see how these changes affect the types 
of issues you’ll confront as a manager. 
Rather than focusing on dry, overly com-
plex macroeconomic models, the author 
uses theory only as a means to an end 
for practical understanding, includes a 
minimum of math, and keep you visu-
ally engaged with figures, tables, charts, 
and illustrative exhibits. MANAGING IN 
A GLOBAL ECONOMY, 2e, will equip you 
with a macroeconomic perspective that 
will help you throughout your business 
career. 
Book provides a strategic business fo-
cus and presents macroeconomics in 

the context of models for decision-mak-
ing. With focused business applications, 
concrete business examples, and an ap-
proach to macroeconomic theory via 
markets, Marthinsen demonstrates how 
macroeconomics can help leaders make 
better business decisions.  The book 
helps students grasp practical big picture 
concepts, nurtures an understanding of 
what causes macroeconomic variables 
to change, and relates these changes to 
issues confronting managers. 
Marthinsen integrates the three ma-
jor macroeconomic sectors (the real 
goods market, real loanable funds mar-
ket, and foreign exchange market) in a 
user-friendly way. Liberating readers 
from dry, overly complex macroeco-
nomic models, Marthinsen uses theory 
only as a means to an end for practical 
understanding and includes a minimum 
of math. Real world business examples 
show how economic shocks, such as 
monetary and fiscal policies or shifts in 
international capital flows, affect man-
agement decisions. 
Keeping readers visually engaged with 
strategic use of figures, tables, charts, 
and illustrative exhibits, MANAGING IN 
A GLOBAL ECONOMY emphasizes the 
interaction among markets and equips 
MBAs with a macroeconomic perspec-
tive that will last (and be used) for years. 
With this clear, concise, and highly prac-

tical book, you’ll grasp practical ‘big 
picture’ concepts, develop an under-
standing of what causes macroeconomic 
variables to change, and see how these 
changes affect the types of issues you’ll 
confront as a manager. 
Rather than focusing on dry, overly com-
plex macroeconomic models, the author 
uses theory only as a means to an end 
for practical understanding, includes a 
minimum of math, and keep you visu-
ally engaged with figures, tables, charts, 
and illustrative exhibits. MANAGING IN 
A GLOBAL ECONOMY, 2e, will equip you 
with a macroeconomic perspective that 
will help you throughout your business 
career.
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John E. Marthinsen is Professor of Eco-
nomics and International Business at 
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