
Vol. 04- Issue 1 ABC Certified www.melangemagazine.biz

July 2019

NEW VISTAS OF PAKISTAN-QATAR TIES
Land Mark Visit of Amir of Qatar opens new avenues of diversified cooperation





July 2019 3

BIG Story

Mélange

Editor-in-Chief
Amna Malik

Board of Advisors

Dr Ross Masood Dr Zafar Jaspal

Kanwar Dilshad Javaid Malik 

Nadeem Khan Dr Tehseen Nisar

Mazhar Barlas Angelika Heike Schweer  

Dr Ammarah Rabbani

Editor Mohammad Arshad

Executive Editor Erum Akbar

Assistant Editors Saima Zaman

NH Naqvi

Foreign Desk

Leyla Grate

Art Director

Emran Abbas

Director Marketing & Sales

Ameer Munawar Awan

Director IT Fazal-e-Hadi

Consultant IT Junaid Zia

Event Coordinator/Photographer

Ramzan Mughal Shahid Qureshi (Raju)

Correspondents

Fazal -e- Hadi Lahore 

Imran Zakir Karachi

Naveed Zaman Peshawar

Israr Ahmed Khan United Kingdom

Dr. Taheem Nisar Europe

Saleem Raza United States of America

Subscription
Yearly Rs. 5000/- (U.S. $ 80)
Per Copy Rs. 500/-  (U.S. $ 8)
Cheque or draft should be made inthe name of “Mélange” and mailed 
Managing Director Mélange Plot No 38,Sector G-8-4,  Islamabad
Contact:  +92 3008581439
Email:    melangeisb@gmail.com
contact@melangemagazine.biz
www.melangemagazine.biz

Note
All advertisements and articles are published in good faith. 
The publishers are not responsible for any inconvenience or 
disappointment caused to. anyone due to any advertisement 
or article.

Strengthening economic 
collaboration with Qatar, SCO

T
he economic fruits of landmark visit of Amir of Qatar Tamim 
Bin Hamad Al Thani to Pakistan have started emerging as 
Pakistan has received first tranche of $500 million from Qatar. 
This transaction has boosted dwindling foreign-exchange 
reserves as State Bank of Pakistan. Qatar initially approved $3 
billion transaction to improve the forex reserves of Pakistan 
whereas the forex will reach $14.80 billion. The money has 

been received by the Pakistan in the form of investment and it follows Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates pledging aid packages for Pakistan. 
Riyadh has given a $3 billion loan to Pakistan whereas United Arab Emirates 
provided $1 billion.

During the visit of Amir of Qatar, Pakistan and Qatar signed three 
Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) on trade, investment, tourism 
and financial intelligence. Adviser to PM on Commerce Abdul Razak 
Dawood and Qatari Finance Minister Ali Shareef Al Emadi signed the 
MoU for establishment of Pakistan-Qatar joint working group on trade 
and investment. Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination Dr Fahmida 
Mirza and Secretary General of Qatar National Tourism Council Akbar 
Al Baker agreed on cooperation in the fields of tourism and business 
events. The third MoU relates to cooperation in the field of exchange 
of financial intelligence, anti-money laundering and checking terror 
financing.

Earlier, being active member of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO), Pakistan proposed an eight-pronged course of action for Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization calling for a peaceful co-existence, regional 
trade, soft and infrastructure connectivity and a framework against 
corruption and white collar crimes among the member states. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan suggested the reinforcement of the SCO’s vision of 
cooperation rejecting the confrontation and to advance the imperatives of 
peaceful co-existence at the regional and international levels.

Imran Khan said Pakistan is an attractive investment destination and 
a large market endowed with a rich array of resources. Pakistan’s foreign 
policy outlook is anchored on the inextricable link between peace and 
development. We build partnerships based on mutual respect, sovereign 
equality and equal benefit.  China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the 
flagship project of President Xi’s far-sighted Belt and Road Initiative, is 
fast reaching fruition. Gwadar Port, at its southern end, marks the only 
point of convergence of the maritime Belt and the overland Road. CPEC 
is destined to catalyze the creation of an integrated pan-Asian sphere of 
shared prosperity.

Worthy Readers! July edition of Melange, International Magazine, is in 
your hands to quench your thirst of reading thirst. This edition carries a 
number of reports, articles, analyses, reviews and others. Melange Team 
welcomes comments and feedback from our sane readers.  

Printed at Roohani Art Press, Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Express Way, Islamabad
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T
he visit of Amir of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to 
Pakistan has opened new avenues 
of cooperation in the fields of 
economy, investment and trade. 
Qatar and Pakistan enjoy friendly 
and fraternal relations based on 

common destiny, heritage, trust and mutual re-
spect. People of Pakistan view the Qatari leadership 
with great appreciation in the light of the mutual 
and continuous support between the two friendly 
countries, and the contribution of Pakistani man-
power to the progress and development of Qatar.

The bilateral relations between the two countries 
are at its best because of the exchange of visits such 
as the visit of the Amir of the State of Qatar to the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan during the period 
from 23 to 24 March 2015 and the official visit 
of  the Prime Minister of Pakistan to the State of 
Qatar during the period from 10 to 11 February 
2016 and the official visit that was conducted by 

Author is the President, 
Center of Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR) 

and Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange 
int’l Magazine’ and ‘ The Asian 

Telegraph’

Amna Malik
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President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
to the State of Qatar during the period from 
23 to 24 October 2016.

The continuous interdependence between 
the two friendly countries through insti-
tutional mechanisms, bilateral political 
consultations and the joint ministerial com-
mittee have brought both the brotherly na-
tions further closer to each other. Pakistan’s 
exports have improved gradually following 
the blockade imposed on Qatar in June 
2017. Pakistan’s exports of goods increased 
to $90mn during the period from July 2017 
to June 2018, compared to $52mn for the 
same period in 2016.

Over the past year, special efforts have been 
made to boost Pakistan’s exports of services 
to Qatar, he said explaining that from 1 July 
2018 to 30 April 2019 Pakistan’s exports of 
goods and services amounted to $146.457mn 
compared to $96.138mn in the correspond-
ing period of the previous year,, which 
represents an increase of 52.34%.

Pakistan’s imports from Qatar in the 
period July 2018 to April 2019 amounted 
to $1.556bn compared to $998.53mn in 
the corresponding period of the previous 
year, which represents a growth of 55.84%. 
He stressed that the balance of trade is still 
in favour of Qatar because of Pakistan’s 
increasing imports of liquefied natural gas 
and petroleum products.

Increase in Pakistan’s exports is due to 

the expansion of the food, construction and 
Fintech in Qatar which seeks self-sufficiency 
and proactively seeks alternative sources of 
imports of goods and services. The coopera-
tion in these areas is on the rise and Pakistani 
companies are having lots of opportunities in 
the Qatari market. There are about 700 to 
800 Qatari-Pakistani companies working 

in infrastructure development in Qatar and 
link between Hamad Port and Karachi Port.

There are huge opportunities for Qatari 
investments in Pakistani power generation, 
hospitality, real estate, petrochemical and 
strategic industries and other sectors. There 
are promising chances for investment and 
joint ventures between the two countries 
in different fields in Pakistan, especially in 
companies like Iron, energy and agriculture 
in a condition of betterment of security situ-
ation and stable political situation.  In this 
scenario of bilateral ties, the visit of Amir of 
Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani 
has gained immense importance as foreign 
direct investment (FDI) is the need of the 
hour for revival of Pakistani economy.

Qatar’s direct investment in Pakistan will 
help expediting business, trade and tourism 
activities besides strengthening economy of 
the country. Pakistan is confronted with mul-
tiple challenges due to massive borrowing of 
loans in the past but after Qatari’s healthy 
investment, the situation would improve. Pa-
kistan has an agreement of LNG with Qatar, 
a cheap source of generating electricity.

Therefore, Amir of the State of Qatar 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani has 
proven to be an impetus for strengthening 
the bilateral cooperation in multiple fields 
like defence, energy and tourism and curbing 
the money laundering. At the invitation of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Qatari Amir’s 
visit marked the wide ranging talks with the 
prime minister, President Dr Arif Alvi as well 
as at the delegation level.

The key areas of discussions between the 
two leaderships were the signing of the 

memorandums of understanding (MoUs) 
on enhancing cooperation on crucial subjects 
like the financial intelligence, including the 
money laundering and terror financing, be-
sides thorough discussion on regional peace, 
particularly the Afghan peace process.

In total, Pakistan and Qatar had signed 
three MoUs on establishment of a Joint 
Working Group (JWG) on Trade and Invest-
ment; cooperation on tourism and business 
events; and exchange of financial intelligence 
related to money laundering, associated 
predicate offences and terrorism financing.

Only a few days after returning from suc-
cessful visit of Amir of Qatar to Islamabad, 
upon his the directives, the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Mohamed bin Abdulrahman 

Facts of the Bilateral Relations

 • The Armed Forces of the State of Qatar 
will purchase 8 Super Mashaq aircrafts 
from the Pakistani company Aeronautical 
Complex, Camra.

 • During February 2016 an agreement was 
signed between the State of Qatar and 
Pakistan for the import of LNG to Pakistan.

 • On 29 September 2016 an agreement was 
signed between the State of Qatar and 
Pakistan for the import of LNG to Pakistan 
for 20 years and it was signed between 
GEIL of Pakistan and Qatar Gas.

 • On 22 December 2016 the Protocol of the 
Joint Ministerial Commission was signed 
in Islamabad
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al-Thani announced new investments in the 
form of deposits and direct investments in 
Pakistan worth a total of $3bn.

In a statement, he said that the Qatari sup-
port comes after the Amir’s visit to Pakistan 
to underscore the deep relations between the 
two brotherly countries and peoples. It also 
expresses Qatar’s confidence in the strength 
of Pakistan’s economy and the vision and 
good management of the current govern-
ment headed by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan.

The foreign minister added that by an-
nouncing this new investment package, 
the size of the Qatari-Pakistani economic 
partnership will go up to $9bn, and on this 
occasion, Qatar affirms its aspiration for 
further development in the relations between 
the two countries and peoples at all political, 
economic, sports, cultural and other levels.

The memorandums of understanding 
(MoUs) signed by Pakistan and Qatar during 
the visit of His Highness the Amir Sheikh 

Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani to Islamabad 
will help boost trade and economic relations 
between the two countries.

On a land mark two day official visit, Amir 
of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad landed 
in Pakistan and was received by the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan Imran Khan and was 
given a twenty one cannon salute by the 
Pakistan Armed Forces. Upon arrival at the 
airport of Noor Khan Air Base, His Highness 
the Amir and the accompanying delegation 
were welcomed by the Pakistani Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

Also present at the airport to greet the 
Amir were Minister of Foreign Affairs Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi, the Special Adviser to 
the Prime Minister for Foreign Affairs Zulfi 
Bukhari, as well as a number of senior of-
ficials, Qatar’s Ambassador to Pakistan HE 
Saqr bin Mubarak Al Mansouri, Pakistan’s 

Ambassador to the Qatar Syed Ahsan Raza 
Shah, and members of the Qatari Embassy. 
Pakistan ace fighting jet, the J-17 Thunder 
accompanied the Amir’s plane before it’s 
landing to pay their respects to the high 
ranking dignitary.

The Qatari Amir was accompanied by a 
high-level delegation comprising key minis-
ters and senior officials. The Amir who was 
then taken to the Prime Minister house in a 
car personally chauffeured by Imran Khan, 
where he planted a plant giving further 
credence to Pakistan’s commitment towards 
the environment.

Sheikh Tamim was then introduced to the 
contingent of Federal Ministers present to 
greet and meet the foreign dignitary and his 
staff by the Prime Minister. A special Army 
battalion also paid their respects to the 
Qatari Amir with a guard of honor as JF-17 
Thunder jets flew above the Prime Minister 
House for their final salutations.

Later Prime Minister Imran Khan and 

Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani held a one-on-one meeting, fol-
lowed by delegation-level talks. According 
to details, the two sides agreed to enhance 
cooperation in the energy sector including 
the LNG and LPG fields and exploration and 
production of oil and gas. Pakistan and Qatar 
agreed to increase the number of Pakistani 
workers employed in Qatar, expand coopera-
tion in the fields of aviation, maritime affairs, 
higher education, and defence production.

Delegation level talks were held between 
Pakistani and Qatari delegations.Prime 
Minister Imran Khan led the Pakistani 
delegation while Qatari side was headed by 
Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

At the outset of the session, the Pakistani 
Prime Minister greeted the Amir, express-
ing hope that his visit would contribute to 
cementing and developing the friendly rela-
tions between the two countries. He noted 

Nishan-e-Pakistan 
conferred on Qatar 

Amir
Emir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani was conferred upon Pakistan’s 

highest civil award, Nishan-e-Pakistan, at 
an impressive ceremony at the President 

House. Accompanied by a high level 
delegation, the Qatari emir arrived at the 

President House where President Arif 
Alvi welcomed him. A delegation-level 

meeting was held between President Alvi 
and the Amir of Qatar. The president later 
conferred Nishan-e-Haider on the visiting 

dignitary at an investiture ceremony 
which was attended by members of 

Qatari delegation, federal ministers, 
MNAs, and high civilian and military 

officials.      

Pak Qatar Existing Agreements

 • MoU between the Foreign Ministries of 
Qatar and Pakistan.

 • Agreement between the Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of Qatar and 
Pakistan.

 • Agreement for the encouragement and 
security of bilateral investments.

 • Agreement to avoid tax duplications.
 • MoU between the State Bank of Pakistan 

and Qatar Islamic Bank.
 • MoUs with Provinces of Pakistan.
 • Additional Protocol to the Labor Agree-

ment.
 • Deputation of Army Personal of Pakistan 

to serve with the Qatar Emiri guard.
 • Agreement for Security Cooperation.
 • MoU for cooperation in organizing exhibi-

tions.
 • Agreement for cooperation in the field of 

law.
 • Bilateral agreement for exchange of 

administrative assistance for the right 
implementation of custom, suppression, 
finding and anti customs violations laws.

 • Protocol of first executive program in the 
field of Education, Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, to the agreement of 
cultural, scientific, technical, educational 
and media cooperation (education and 
higher education).

 • Agreement for cooperation in the field of 
culture.

 • MoU in the field of youth and sports.
 • MoU in the field of meteorological and 

marine services.
 • Agreement for cooperation in the field of 

energy for the importation of LNG.
 • MoU for cooperation in the field of health.
 • MoU for cooperation in the field of aca-

demic research and cooperative activities.
 • MoU for cooperation in the field of radio 

and television.
 • Agreement for training and sale of 

training aircraft of Super Mashaq dated 
23/06/2016.

 • Signing of agreement between GEIL of 
Pakistan and Qatar Gas on 29 September 
2016 for the importation of LNG to Paki-
stan for 20 years.

 • Signing of the Protocol of the 4th meet-
ing of the Joint Ministerial Commission in 
Islamabad on 22 December 2016.
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that the great successes Qatar has achieved 
in different fields will be conducive to further 
joint cooperation. In turn, His Highness the 
Amir expressed happiness to visit Pakistan 
and also voiced confidence that the visit 
would constitute a platform for strategic 
cooperation to serve the interests of the two 
brotherly peoples.

During the meeting, the two sides discussed 
aspects of enhancing relations in various 
fields, especially in economy, trade, invest-
ment, energy, tourism, education and other 
fields. They also discussed the latest regional 
and international developments, especially 
the current situation in the Middle East and 
the increasing escalation in the Gulf region. 
The session was attended by members of the 
official delegation accompanying the Amir. 
On the Pakistani side it was attended by a 
number of ministers and senior officials. 

His Highness the Amir and Imran 
Khan discussed bilateral ties between the 
two countries and means to promote and 
develop them in different spheres. The meet-
ing, which was held at the headquarters of 
the prime ministry, discussed a number of 
regional and international issues of common 
concern. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani along with Prime Minister 
Imran Khan witness the signing of agree-
ments. They witnessed the signing of an MoU, 
between Qatar’s Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry and Pakistan’s Ministry of Commerce 
and Textile Industry, on the establishment of 
Qatari-Pakistani Joint Working Group on 
Trade and Investment, in addition to an MoU 
for cooperation in the fields of tourism and 
business activities.

The Amir and the prime minister also 
witnessed the signing of a memorandum 
of understanding for exchange of financial 
investigations related to money laundering, 
related original crime and the financing of 
terrorism between the Financial Information 
Unit of Qatar and the Financial Control Unit 
of Pakistan. The MoU aims to enhance coop-
eration between the two bodies to effectively 
reduce and combat money laundering and 
terrorist financing.

The signing ceremony was attended by 
members of the official delegation accompa-
nying the Amir. On the Pakistani side it was 
attended by a number of ministers and senior 
officials. His Highness the Amir attended 
Saturday a dinner banquet hosted by Imran 
Khan in his honour at Pakistan’s Prime Min-
istry. The banquet was attended by members 
of the delegation accompanying the Amir and 
a number of Pakistani ministers and senior of-
ficials. Upon arrival at  prime minister’s office, 
the Amir was accorded an official reception. 
The Amir inspected the Pakistani guard of 
honour.

Next morning, Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani was accorded an official 
reception at Prime Minister House. The 
ceremony began with the national anthems 
of Qatar and Pakistan, then His Highness the 
Amir inspected the Pakistani guard of honour. 
JF17 fighter Jets flew in during the reception. 
His Highness the Amir then planted a pine 
tree in the garden to express the strength of 
the relations between the two countries and 
the two brotherly peoples. 

Later in the day Amir of Qatar Sheikh 

Tamim held a meeting with Pakistan President 
Dr Arif Alvi, at the Presidential Palace, Aiwan-
e-Sadr, in Islamabad. The meeting dealt with 
bilateral relations and means of enhancing 
them, particularly in the fields of economy, 
investment and energy.

During the meeting, they also exchanged 
views on regional and international develop-
ments. The meeting was attended by members 
of the official delegation accompanying the 
Amir. On the Pakistani side it was attended 
by a number of ministers and senior officials. 

Later the Amir left Islamabad on the conclu-
sion of a two-day state visit. Upon departure 
at Nur Khan Airbase, the Amir was seen off 
by Special Adviser to the Pakistani Prime 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Zulfi Bukhari, as 
well as a number of senior officials, Qatar’s 
ambassador to Pakistan Saqr bin Mubarak 
al-Mansouri, Pakistan’s ambassador to Qatar 
Syed Ahsan Raza Shah and members of the 
Qatari embassy.

His Highness the Amir sent cables to Pa-
kistan’s president and Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, expressing deep thanks and apprecia-
tion for the hospitality and honour accorded 
to him and the accompanying delegation 
during the visit which allowed the exchange 
of views on issues of common concern and 
the review of solid bilateral relations as well as 
means to support and develop them in various 
fields for the good and the benefit of the two 
peoples. The Amir also wished the president 
and the prime minister the best of health and 
happiness, and the friendly people of Pakistan 
further progress and prosperity.

Amir of Qatar gets cricket 
bat signed by PM Khan

Amir of Qatar Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al 
Thani was presented a cricket bat and a jersey 

emblazoned with the premier’s initials. The Emir 
of Qatar paying heed to the Pakistani premier’s 
cricketing past brought memorabilia related to 

the sports which had Khan visibly pleased upon 
presentation. 1992 Cricket World Cup winning 

captain autographed a cricket bat for the Emir 
while he presented him with a maroon jersey 

with Imran Khan emblazoned on its back.
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T
he Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) is 
a permanent intergov-
ernmental international 
organisation. The creation 
of SCO was announced on 
15 June 2001 in Shanghai 

(China) by the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
the People’s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz 
Republic, the Russian Federation, the 
Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. It was preceded by the Shanghai 
Five mechanism.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
Charter was signed during the St. Petersburg 
SCO Heads of State meeting in June 2002, 
and entered into force on 19 September 2003. 
This is the fundamental statutory document 
which outlines the organisation’s goals and 
principles, as well as its structure and core 
activities.

The 19th Summit of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) recently 
held on June 13-14 in Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek 
under the chairmanship of Kyrgyz President 
Sooronbay Jeenbekov. Besides, the SCO 
Secretary General Vladimir Norov, Director of 
the Executive Committee of the SCO Regional 
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) Jumakhon 
Giyosov, UN Deputy Secretary General 
Rosemary Dicarlo, Executive Secretary of 
the Commonwealth of Independent States 
Sergey Lebedev, Acting Secretary General of 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization 
Valery Semerikov, Chairman of the Board of 
the Eurasian Economic Commission Tigran 
Sargsyan, UN Assistant Secretary General for 
Humanitarian Partnerships in the Middle East 
and Central Asia Rashid Khalikov attended 
the meeting.

The chairmanship in the SCO has passed 
from Kyrgyzstan to the Russian Federation, 

Pakistan presents 
road-map SCO 

Economic Coop-
eration   

Author is an Executive Editor 
of Mélange int’l Magazine and 
Secretary Information Center 
of Pakistan and International 

Relations (COPAIR)

Erum Akbar

Greater Economic Cooperation 
for Shared Community

19th SCO Summit 2019
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and the next SCO Summit will be held in 
Russia in 2020. The Bishkek Declaration of 
the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization was signed 
following the meeting of the SCO Summit. The 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
adopted the Bishkek Declaration, calling for 
greater cooperation among member countries. 
After their speeches in plenary session in 
Kyrgyz capital Bishkek, the eight heads of SCO 
member states signed documents focusing on 
cooperation.

A statement released after the 19th summit 
said that there can be no justification for any 
acts of terrorism and extremism. The Member 
States consider it important to implement 
comprehensive measures to more effectively 
counter terrorism and its ideology, to expose 
and eliminate various factors and conditions 
that facilitate terrorism and extremism, the 
declaration said.

[SCO members] noted the unacceptability 
of interfering in the domestic affairs of states 
under the pretext of countering terrorism and 
extremism, as well as the unacceptability of 
using terrorist, extremist and radical groups 
for mercenary purposes, it added. The SCO 
members states that have signed the Code of 
Conduct to Achieve a Terrorism-Free World 
advocated consistent implementation of its 
provisions.

The declaration said it was necessary to 
ensure the earliest possible enactment of a 
protocol on security guarantees to the Central 
Asian Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone Treaty 
for all signatory states. It emphasized the 
unacceptability of attempts to ensure one 
country’s security at the expense of other 
counties’ security and noted that the unilateral 
and unlimited buildup of missile defense 
systems by certain countries or groups of states 
was detrimental to international security and 
a destabilizing factor in the world.

The heads of the member-states reviewed 
the implementation of the results of the 
2018 Qingdao summit and the priority 
goals for SCO development in the context 
of current global political and economic 
processes. The Member States emphasized 
that the ShanghaiCooperation Organization 
is an effective and constructive mechanism 
for multilateral cooperation that plays an 
important role in maintaining regional peace 
and stability and in facilitating the prosperity 
and development of the Member States, the 
declaration said.

It also reaffirmed the member states’ 
commitment to enhancing the central 
coordinating role of the UN and its Security 
Council as a body vested with the main 
responsibility for maintaining international 
peace and security under the UN Charter. 
In this context, they [SCO member states] 
noted the intentions of the Republic of India, 
the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan and the Republic of Tajikistan 
to be elected as rotating members of the UN 
Security Council, as well as the intentions 

of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People’s 
Republic of China, the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Uzbekistan to be elected to the UN 
Human Rights Council, the declaration added.

The declaration said that SCO will also sign 
memorandums of understanding with World 

Tourism Organization, Astana International 
Finance Center, Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, 
UN Economic Commission for Europe, 
World Tourism Organization and Astana 
International Finance Center. A roadmap 
for further actions of the SCO-Afghanistan 
Contact Group was also inked during the 
summit. Four heads of SCO observer states, 
including Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, 
also participated in the summit.

After the summit concluded, Kyrgyzstan 
handed over chairmanship of the SCO to 
Russia.

Russia will be hosting 20th SCO summit on 
22-23 July 2020. In his address to the summit, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said that 
his country will pay particular attention to 
deepening of cultural and humanitarian ties 
during its SCO chairmanship. In particular, we 
will focus on implementation of the reached 
agreements on cooperation in mass media, 
physical education, sport and tourism, he said.

The member states pledged to give more 
attention to increase the share of national 
currencies in mutual financial transaction and 
settlements. Six of the members of the group 
including Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzistan, 
Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
reaffirmed their support for China’s Belt 
and Road initiative while India was not 
mentioned in this list. The member states 
also stressed the importance of implementing 
comprehensive measure in order to fight 
terrorism and its ideology more effectively, to 
eliminate the sources that facilitate terrorism 
and extremism.

Interfering in the domestic affairs of states 
under the pretext of countering terrorism 
and extremism is unacceptable, the statement 
noted the unacceptability of using terrorist, 
extremist and radical groups for mercenary 
purposes as well as using terrorism, extremist 
and radical groups for mercenary purposes.

The current regulatory-legal framework is 
vital to prevent weaponizing the outer space, 
the declaration underlined, and comply 
with the international law to make sure the 
exclusively peaceful use of the space is utterly 
important, the SCO declaration stressed. 

Addressing the 19th meeting of the SCO 
Council of Heads of State in Bishkek, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan proposed an 
eight-pronged course of action for Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization calling for a 
peaceful co-existence, regional trade, soft and 
infrastructure connectivity and a framework 
against corruption and white collar crimes 



Mélange July 201912

Spotlight

among the member states.
The prime minister suggested the 

reinforcement of the SCO’s vision of 
cooperation rejecting the confrontation and 
to advance the imperatives of peaceful co-
existence at the regional and international 
levels. Imran Khan also noted that despite the 
fact that Pakistan is a new family member, 
they have strengthened their positions in the 
organization. Note that the SCO summit is 
taking place in Bishkek. Kyrgyzstan this year 
is chairing in the organization.

The Prime Minister said we should reinforce 
our vision of cooperation, that rejects 
confrontation, and advance the imperatives 
of peaceful co-existence at the regional and 
international levels.

He said the SCO member states should 
galvanize the “Shanghai Spirit” to strengthen 
the organization’s core mandate of mitigating 
the risks of conflict, fostering confidence, and 
promoting stability.

He said Pakistan is an attractive investment 
destination and a large market endowed with 
a rich array of resources. Imran Khan said 
Pakistan’s foreign policy outlook is anchored 
on the inextricable link between peace and 
development. He said we build partnerships 
based on mutual respect, sovereign equality 
and equal benefit. The Prime Minister said 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, the 
flagship project of President Xi’s far-sighted 
Belt and Road Initiative, is fast reaching 
fruition.

He said Gwadar Port, at its southern end, 
marks the only point of convergence of the 
maritime Belt and the overland Road. He 
said CPEC is destined to catalyze the creation 
of an integrated pan-Asian sphere of shared 
prosperity.

Earlier, Kyrgyz President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov delivered keynote speech at 
the opening of the extended meeting of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
Summit. In his speech, he noted that, given 

the large-scale and fruitful preparatory work 
carried out, today’s meeting will be very 
successful.

At the just-held meeting of the heads of the 
SCO member states in a narrow format, we 
approved the summit’s agenda and the list of 
documents to be signed. We exchanged views 
on topical issues of the Organization and the 
international agenda, summed up the results 
of the work on the practical implementation of 
the agreements reached at the SCO Summit in 
Qingdao in 2018.

Taking this opportunity, I want to thank 
Secretary General of the Organization 
Vladimir Norov and all those who worked 
hard during the year to prepare the documents 
that are being adopted today, he said. The 
head of state noted that in the conditions of 
a changing international situation, the SCO is 
demonstrating to the world community a new 
format of international interaction.

“Each state has its own vote and the decision 
is taken in a coordinated manner - by 
consensus. The openness of our organization 
makes it attractive. The SCO area expands 
every year.

Chinese President Xi Jinping called on 
members of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization (SCO) to build a closer 
community with a shared future for the group. 
While addressing the 19th SCO summit in 
the Kyrgyz capital of Bishkek, Xi noted that 
since the summit in China’s eastern port city 
of Qingdao last year, all members, following 
the Shanghai Spirit, have facilitated a deeper 
and more practical all-round cooperation, and 
boosted fresh development for the SCO from 
a new starting point.

The SCO is called upon to become a model 
for maintaining overall security, Chinese 
Chairman Xi Jinping said speaking at the SCO 
Summit in Bishkek. The SCO is called upon 
to become a model of solidarity and mutual 
trust. It is important to consistently follow the 
Shanghai spirit and follow the principles of 
the SCO as reflected in the treaty, strengthen 
political trust, create favorable conditions for 
bilateral and multilateral cooperation, he said.

He noted the need to improve the legal base 
of the organization, as well as improve law 
enforcement in the information space and 
conduct joint exercises. Xi Jinping also spoke 
about the importance of combating three 
forces and deepening the struggle in the area 
of   de-radicalization. The Chinese Chairman 
noted that the SCO supports the peace 

PM Imran in limelight with world leaders

Prime Minister Imran Khan had a wonderful 
time at the 19th Meeting of the Council of the 
Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization. He rocked the national Pakistani 
Shalwar Kameez and stood out in the crowd. 
Even though our naive Prime minister broke 
some protocols, but still he got a lot of positive 
attention. Furthermore, he also had the 
opportunity to chit-chat informally with Russian 
president Vladimir Putin.

Prime Minister Imran Khan enjoyed special 
attention of President Putin, And Modi was 
left isolated. During the lunch the two heads 
of states sat together, and they were seen 
engrossed in conversation. As the two heads 
of states are chatting, it is clear in the video how 
the Indian prime minister is extra concerned 
with their discussion. Just like a little boy angry 
at his friend who has made a new friend and 
can be seen in the limelight. Pakistanis are 

loving the new friendship in the making: A 
day earlier dinner, hosted by the Kyrgyzstan 
president in honor of the heads of states 
attending the 19th SCO summit, President 
Putin and Prime Minister Imran Khan shook 
hands, they held an informal meeting. The 
Indians have close diplomatic ties with Russia 
since inception, but it seems to be changing 
because of Khan’s charisma. The changing 
geopolitical situation is giving birth to new ties 
and friendships:

During the various sessions of the summit, the 
world leaders interacted with each other and 
discussed matters of bilateral interest. Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and President Vladimir 
Putin engaged with each other the most.  The 
two heads of state stood next to each other 
during the photo session too, while Modi could 
only manage a corner. We think he lacks the 
needed confidence.
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process of Afghan regulation. China is ready 
to continue to provide all possible assistance 
in ensuring peace and its reconstruction in 
Afghanistan, he said.

President of Russian Federation Vladimir 
Putin shared Russian vision of  the 
Organization’s work during its chairmanship 
speaking at the extended format meeting of 
the SCO Summit in Bishkek.

At the beginning of his speech Putin 
noted that he fully agrees with the positive 
assessments of his counterparts regarding the 
development of the Organization. According 
to his words, the SCO is indeed developing 
successfully and strengthening its positions 
in regional affairs, making a significant 
contribution to ensuring peace, security and 
stability in Eurasia.

I would like to propose our vision of the 
future directions of the organization’s work 
in 2019-2020 in connection with Russia’s 
presidency in it. One of the main priority 
tasks remains the fight against terrorism and 
extremism. I consider important to increase 
cooperation within the SCO regional anti-
terrorist structures, to block the financial 
support of terrorists from the proceeds of 
drug trafficking and do everything to prevent 
biological, chemical and other weapons of 
mass destruction from falling into their hands, 
he said.

President of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev, noted the high level of Kyrgyzstan’s 
chairmanship in the SCO speaking during 
the SCO Summit in Bishkek. He said that 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is 
one of the most effective and authoritative 
international associations. He noted that 
being a young organization, it had achieved 
notable success in its development and thereby 
attracted the attention of the entire world 
community.

As a leader in Central Asia, the country is 
making a significant contribution to stability 
in the region. The country has made great 
strides on the global stage, which is proved 
by the presidency of Kazakhstan in the OSCE 

Summit held in Astana in December 2010.
We should maintain and strengthen the 

potential of the SCO. For example, there will 
be an action plan for 2018-2022 within the 
framework of a strategic agreement for the 
SCO on good-neighborliness, friendship and 
cooperation, he said. The Kazakh President 
noted that full-format relations should also 
be expanded by key multilateral structures of 
Eurasia. He stressed that the partners of the 
SCO could be the EAEU, OSEAN, BRICS and 
the European Union. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
also proposed to hold a forum of young IT 
specialists of the SCO countries to develop 
digitalization in the organization’s countries.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
member states discussed issues of resolution 
of problems on joint formation of the 
international economy. SCO Secretary 
General Vladimir Norov told the media 
that the accession of India and Pakistan has 
given the SCO a transcontinental character. 
The active involvement of two of the world’s 
largest powers, namely China and Russia, 
both permanent members of the UN Security 
Council, pursuing a global agenda in their 
foreign policy, objectively brings the SCO to 
the forefront of international politics, Norov 
pointed out.

A necessary prerequisite for the successful 
achievement of the SCO’s objectives both 
domestically and internationally is non-bloc 
approaches of its participants to building 
cooperation in the interests of constructive and 
mutually beneficial relations in various fields 
without infringing on any party’s interests 
whatsoever, Norov said.

Contentious bilateral issues are eschewed 
in SCO meetings. If not for this stipulation, 
Pakistan would raise its Kashmir dispute 
with India and divert the attention of the 
delegates from other countries. The SCO 
exists to addresses issues which are common 
to all members. The SCO is not a military-
political bloc, and is ready to cooperate with 
other states and international associations on 
a broad agenda.

SCO heads of state signed 22 documents

 • Decision on Approval the Work Plan (2019-2020) 
for the realization of the paragraphs of the Action 
Plan for the Implementation of the Anti Drug Strat-
egy of the SCO Member States for 2018-2023.

 • Decision on Approval the Regulation of the Forum 
of Heads of Regions of the SCO Member States.

 • Decision on Approval of the Concept of Coopera-
tion of SCO Member States in Digitalization and 
Information and Communication Technologies.

 • Decision on Approval of the Development 
Program of Interregional Cooperation of the SCO 
Member States;

 • Decision on Approval the Report of the SCO 
Secretary-General on the activities of the Organi-
zation over the past year;

 • Decision on Approval the Report of the Council of 
the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) 
on the Activities of the SCO RATS in 2018;

 • Decision on Approval the Action Plan for the im-
plementation of the Cooperation Concept of the 
SCO Member States in environmental protection 
for the period 2019-2021;

 • Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the SCO Secretariat and the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Issues;

 • Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the SCO Secretariat and the 
UNWTO;

 • Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the SCO Secretariat and the 
Astana International Financial Centre;

 • Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the SCO Secretariat and the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organization;

 • Decision on Signing the Memorandum of 
Understanding between the SCO Secretariat 
and the UN Secretariat of European Economic 
Commission;

 • Decision on Signing the SCO-Afghanistan Contact 
Group’s Roadmap for Further Action;

 • Information message on the results of the meet-
ing of the SCO Summit (adopted without signing).

 • A government officials of the SCO member states 
also have signed the following documents:

 • Agreement between the Governments of the 
SCO Member States on cooperation in mass 
media.

 • Agreement between the authorized bodies of the 
SCO member states on cooperation in physical 
culture and sport.

 • Plan of main measures to develop cooperation 
among the SCO member states in the health for 
2019-2021.

 • Memorandum of Understanding between the 
SCO Secretariat and the UNWTO.

 • Memorandum of Understanding between the 
SCO Secretariat and the UN Office for the Coor-
dination of Humanitarian Issues.

 • Memorandum of Understanding between the 
SCO Secretariat and the Astana International 
Financial Centre.

 • Roadmap for further action of the SCO-Afghani-
stan Contact Group.
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C
onceding major downside risks 
in global economy of which G20 
member-states represent 85%, 
the G20 leaders reaffirmed to 
use all policy tools to realize sus-
tainable, balanced and inclusive 
growth without pledging to fight 

protectionism. The global market has witnessed 
intense trade war between world’s top two econo-
mies US and China both of which hiked tariffs 
on each-other’s goods. However, Washington and 
Beijing have agreed to restart trade deal negotia-
tions in near future.  Calling for free and fair trade, 
the G20 Osaka Summit skipped mentioning trade 

protectionism in the free market.
Leaders observed to realize a free, fair, non-

discriminatory, transparent, predictable and stable 
trade and investment environment, and to keep our 
markets open, The trade and geopolitical tensions 
have intensified. International trade and investment 
are important engines of growth, productivity, 
innovation, job creation and development, the G20 
leaders said. The gathering of the G-20, came as 
the leaders face an uphill battle to keep the group 
relevant as multilateral arrangements have come 
under attack by Trump.

United States was the only one G20 member-
state to differ on Paris climate deal. All the 19 other 

Global current 
account imbalances 

have narrowed in the 
aftermath of the global 
financial crisis, notably 

in emerging and 
developing economies 
and they have become 

increasingly concen-
trated in advanced 

economies

Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange 
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members including Turkey and European 
Union pledged to work toward the full 
implementation of the 2015 Paris climate 
change accord. US withdrew from the accord 
after Trump came to power. Washington 
during the G20 summit reiterated its position 
to pull out of the deal. The G-20 consists of 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Britain, Canada, 
China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Italy, Japan, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 

South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the 
United States and the European Union.

According to joint communiqué issued 
on the conclusion of summit, G20 leaders 
noted that after the Global growth appears 
to be stabilizing, and is generally projected 
to pick up moderately later this year and 
into 2020. This recovery is supported by the 
continuation of accommodative financial 
conditions and stimulus measures taking 
effect in some countries. However, growth 
remains low and risks remain tilted to the 
downside. Most importantly, trade and 
geopolitical tensions have intensified. We will 
continue to address these risks, and stand 
ready to take further action.

They reaffirmed commitment to use all 
policy tools to achieve strong, sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive growth, and safeguard 
against downside risks, by stepping up our 
dialogue and actions to enhance confidence. 
Fiscal policy should be flexible and growth-
friendly while rebuilding buffers where 
needed and ensuring debt as a share of GDP 
is on a sustainable path. Monetary policy will 
continue to support economic activity and 
ensure price stability, consistent with central 
banks’ mandates. Central bank decisions need 
to remain well communicated. Continued 
implementation of structural reforms will 
enhance our growth potential. We also 
reaffirm the exchange rate commitments 
made by our Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors in March 2018.

Global current account imbalances have 
narrowed in the aftermath of the global 
financial crisis, notably in emerging and 
developing economies and they have become 
increasingly concentrated in advanced 
economies. However, they remain large and 
persistent, and stock positions continue 
to diverge. In assessing external balances, 
we note the importance of monitoring all 
components of the current account, including 
services trade and income balances. In the 
spirit of enhancing cooperation, we affirm 
that carefully calibrated macroeconomic and 
structural policies tailored to country-specific 

circumstances are necessary to address 
excessive imbalances and mitigate the risks to 
achieving the G20 goal of strong, sustainable, 
balanced and inclusive growth.

Demographic changes, including population 
aging, pose challenges and opportunities 
for all G20 members, and these changes 
will require policy actions that span fiscal, 
monetary, financial, labour market and other 
structural policies. To strengthen financial 
inclusion in the aging society, we endorse the 
G20 Fukuoka Policy Priorities on Aging and 
Financial Inclusion.

They welcomed the G20 Ministerial 
Statement on Trade and Digital Economy in 
Tsukuba. We strive to realize a free, fair, non-
discriminatory, transparent, predictable and 
stable trade and investment environment, 
and to keep our markets open. International 
trade and investment are important engines 
of growth, productivity, innovation, job 
creation and development. They reaffirmed 
support for the necessary reform of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) to improve its 
functions.

They pledged to work constructively with 
other WTO members, including in the lead 
up to the 12th WTO Ministerial Conference 
and agreed that action is necessary regarding 
the functioning of the dispute settlement 
system consistent with the rules as negotiated 
by WTO members. Furthermore, they 
recognized the complementary roles of 
bilateral and regional free trade agreements 
that are WTO-consistent and will work 
to ensure a level playing field to foster an 
enabling business environment.

Leaders reaffirmed commitment to further 
strengthening the global financial safety net 
with a strong, quota-based, and adequately 
resourced International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) at its center. They remained committed 
to concluding the 15th General Review 
of Quotas no later than the 2019 Annual 
Meetings, and call on the IMF to expedite 
its work on IMF resources and governance 
reform as a matter of the highest priority. 
We support the progress made on work to 

Putin, Erdogan meeting : S-400 missile delivery to Turkey ready
Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan reaffirmed that there were no 
delays in the delivery of Russia’s S-400 missile defense system. Delivery 
of the system to Turkey is proceeding as planned, and there has been no 
setback in the deal with Moscow, Erdogan said.  He made the remarks 
minutes before meeting with his counterpart Vladimir Putin on the 
sidelines of the G20 summit in Japan. The talks lasted 55 minutes.  Joint 
production of the missiles and its technology transfer are a priority for 
Turkey, Erdogan said. Following protracted efforts to purchase an air 
defense system from the US with no success, Ankara decided in 2017 
to purchase the Russian S-400s. American officials urged Turkey to buy 
US Patriot missiles, arguing the Russian system would be incompatible 
with NATO systems and expose US F-35 fighter jets to possible Russian 
subterfuge. Turkey, however, emphasized that the S-400 would not be 
integrated into NATO systems and would not pose a threat to the alliance. 
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follow up the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) 
proposals, including on country platforms, 
and efforts by the World Bank Group (WBG) 
to enhance risk insurance in development 
finance.

They welcomed the work undertaken by 
the international organizations on capital 
flows. The OECD has completed a review 
of its Code of Liberalization of Capital 
Movements. We will continue our work 
on the EPG’s proposals, recognizing their 
multi-year nature. They reiterated the 
importance of joint efforts undertaken by 
both borrowers and creditors, official and 
private, to improve debt transparency and 
secure debt sustainability.

Summit called on the IMF and WBG 
to continue their efforts to strengthen 
borrowers’ capacity in the areas of debt 
recording, monitoring, and reporting, debt 
management, public financial management, 
and domestic resource mobilization, 
including under their multi-pronged 
approach. In the context of the review of the 
Debt Limits Policy and Non-Concessional 
Borrowing Policy, we encourage the IMF and 
WBG to continue their efforts to deepen their 
analysis of collateralized financing practices. 
G20 leaders welcomed the completion 
of the voluntary self-assessment of the 
implementation of the G20 Operational 
Guidelines for Sustainable Financing and the 

IMF-WBG note on the survey results and 
policy recommendation.

T he y  applaud G20 and non-G20 
members who completed the survey and 
call for continued discussion of the issues 
highlighted by this note, aiming to improve 
financing practices. Leaders support the 
work of the Institute of International 
Finance on the Voluntary Principles for Debt 
Transparency to improve debt transparency 
and sustainability of private financing and 
look forward to follow up. The participants 
supported the ongoing work of the Paris 
Club, as the principal international forum 
for restructuring official bilateral debt, 
towards the broader engagement of emerging 
creditors and welcome India associating 
voluntarily with the Paris Club to cooperate 
in its work on a case-by-case basis.

Summit will continue our cooperation 
for a globally fair, sustainable, and modern 
international tax system, and welcome 
international cooperation to advance 
pro-growth tax policies and reaffirmed the 
importance of the worldwide implementation 
of the G20/OECD Base Erosion and Profit 
Shifting (BEPS) package and enhanced tax 
certainty. They welcomed the recent progress 
on addressing the tax challenges arising from 
digitalization and endorse the ambitious 
work program that consists of a two-pillar 
approach, developed by the Inclusive 
Framework on BEPS.

Summit will redouble our efforts for 
a consensus-based solution with a final 
report by 2020 and welcomed the recent 
achievements on tax transparency, including 
the progress on automatic exchange of 
information for tax purposes. They also 
welcomed an updated list of jurisdictions 
that have not satisfactorily implemented 

Trump, MBS discuss growing Iran threat
The US President Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman discussed the growing threat from Iran, the White House 
said. Their meeting took place on the sidelines of the G20 summit in 
Osaka, Japan, which White House spokesman Hogan Gidley called 
productive in a statement. They discussed Saudi Arabia’s critical role in 
ensuring stability in the Middle East and global oil markets, the growing 
threat from Iran, increased trade and investments between the two 
countries, and the importance of human rights issues, said Gidley.

Ahead of a bilateral meeting with bin Salman, Trump said it was 
a great honor to be with the crown prince, adding Riyadh is a good 
purchaser of American products. In return, bin Salman thanked Trump 
and wished safety for both our countries.

Trump also provided further details on his tweet Friday in which 
he invited North Korean leader Kim Jong Un to meet with him at the 
Demilitarized Zone, or DMZ, between the Koreas. I just put out a feeler 
because I don’t know where he is right now. He may not be in North 
Korea, he told reporters.

It’s good to get along. Because frankly, if I didn’t become president, 
we’d be right now in a war with North Korea, he said. He also said he 
would raise the Huawei row during his meeting with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping. When asked by reporters about the murder of Saudi 

journalist Jamal Khashoggi, Trump declined to respond. Khashoggi 
was killed and dismembered by a group of Saudi operatives shortly 
after he entered the country’s consulate in Istanbul last October.
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the internationally agreed tax transparency 
standards.

They looked forward to a further update by 
the OECD of the list that takes into account 
all of the strengthened criteria. Defensive 
measures will be considered against listed 
jurisdictions. The 2015 OECD report 
inventories available measures in this regard. 
The summit called on all jurisdictions to 
sign and ratify the multilateral Convention 
on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax 
Matters.

They reiterated support for tax capacity 
b u i l d i n g  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s . 
Technological innovations can deliver 
significant benefits to the financial system and 
the broader economy. While crypto-assets do 
not pose a threat to global financial stability 
at this point, we are closely monitoring 
developments and remain vigilant to existing 
and emerging risks.

They welcomed on-going work by the 
Financial Stability Board (FSB) and other 
standard setting bodies and ask them to 
advise on additional multilateral responses 
as needed. Summit reaffirmed commitment 
to applying the recently amended FATF 
Standards to virtual assets and related 
providers for anti-money laundering and 
countering the financing of terrorism.

G20 welcomed the adoption of the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF) Interpretive 
Note and Guidance and also welcome the 
FSB’s work on the possible implications of 
decentralized financial technologies and how 
regulators can engage other stakeholders. 
The world leaders also continue to step 
up efforts to enhance cyber resilience and  
welcomed the United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2462, which stresses the 
essential role of the FATF in setting global 
standards for preventing and combating 
money laundering, terrorist financing and 
proliferation financing.

Leaders reiterated strong commitment to 
step up efforts to fight these threats, including 
by strengthening the FATF’s global network of 
regional bodies. They call for the full, effective 
and swift implementation of the FATF 
Standards. An open and resilient financial 
system, grounded in agreed international 
standards, is crucial to support sustainable 
growth. Summit remaind committed to the 
full, timely and consistent implementation 
of the agreed financial reforms and asked the 
FSB to continue to evaluate their effects. They 
will continue to monitor and, as necessary, 
address vulnerabilities and emerging risks 
to financial stability, including with macro 
prudential tools.

While non-bank financing provides 
welcome diversity to the financial system, 
will continue to identify, monitor and 
address related financial stability risks as 
appropriate and welcomed the work on 
market fragmentation, and will address 
its unintended, negative effects, including 
through regulatory and supervisory 

cooperation. The summit continue to monitor 
and address the causes and consequences of 
the withdrawal of correspondent banking 

relationships. Mobilizing sustainable finance 
and strengthening financial inclusion are 
important for global growth.

Key takeaways from G20 summit

All members recommit to Paris climate deal, except US. All members of the G20 reaffirmed 
their commitment to the Paris climate deal, excluding the United States. The 19 signatories 
have agreed on the irreversibility of the treaty on climate, signed in Paris in 2015, and have 
committed to its complete implementation. However, the commitment was achieved with 
difficulty as the members faced opposition from the only G20 member not to sign: the United 
States.

China and US agree to restart trade talks; we’re right back on track and we’ll see what 
happens, Trump told reporters after an 80-minute meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping 
on the sidelines of the G20 summit. The US president said that while he would not lift existing 
import tariffs, he would refrain from slapping new levies on an additional €300 billion worth 
of Chinese goods. On Huawei, Trump said the US commerce department would meet in the 
next few days on whether to take it off a list of firms banned from buying technology from US 
companies without government approval. China welcomed the step, as US allegations that 
the company poses a security threat have poisoned bilateral relations in recent months. Yet 
some experts worry that the pause in trade hostilities may not hold. Even if a truce happens 
this weekend, a subsequent breakdown of talks followed by further escalation still seems likely.

Trump offers North Korea’s Kim new meeting in demilitarized zone; US President Donald 
Trump on Saturday proposed a weekend meeting with Kim Jong Un at the demilitarized zone 
(DMZ) between North and South Korea. After some very important meetings, including my 
meeting with President Xi of China, I will be leaving Japan for South Korea (with President 
Moon). While there, if Chairman Kim of North Korea sees this, I would meet him at the Border/
DMZ just to shake his hand and say Hello. The offer was made in a tweet and North Korea said 
it had not had an official proposal. The state news agency KCNA quoted Choe Son Hui, North 
Korea’s first vice-minister of foreign affairs, as saying: If the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea-US summit meetings take place on the division line, as is intended by President Trump, 
it would serve as another meaningful occasion in further deepening the personal relations 
between the two leaders and advancing the bilateral relations. If Trump and Kim do meet, it 
will be for the third time in just over a year, and four months after their second summit broke 
down with no progress on US efforts to get North Korea to give up its nuclear weapons.

Putin leads attack on liberal Western values; Russian President Vladimir Putin has led repeated 
attacks against liberal values throughout the G20 summit. The liberal idea has become obsolete 
and has outlived its purpose, he told the Financial Times on Thursday ahead of his departure 
to Japan. He took aim at the German Chancellor Angela Merkel for allowing a million refugees 
to enter the country in 2015 during the height of the migrant crisis.

On Saturday, he said western liberal policies on sexuality and gender identity were being 
forced on people, often children, and that parents who opposed this were often jailed. EU 
Council leader Donald Tusk lashed out against Putin’s comments by saying it was, in fact, 
authoritarianism that was obsolete. Theresa May confronts Putin over Skripal poisoning; British 
Prime Minister Theresa May confronted Russian President Vladimir Putin over the poisoning 
of a former Russian spy in the UK last year as the two leaders met at the G20 summit in Japan 
on Friday.
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G
ender inequality remains 
a major barrier to human 
development. Girls and 
women have made major 
strides since 1990, but 
they have not yet gained 
gender equality. The dis-

advantages facing women and girls are a major 
source of inequality. All too often, women 
and girls are discriminated against in health, 
education, political representation, labour 
market, etc.—with negative consequences for 
development of their capabilities and their 
freedom of choice.

The GII is an inequality index. It measures 
gender inequalities in three important 
aspects of human development reproductive 
health, measured by maternal mortality ratio 
and adolescent birth rates; empowerment, 
measured by proportion of parliamentary 
seats occupied by females and proportion of 
adult females and males aged 25 years and 
older with at least some secondary education; 

and economic status, expressed as labour 
market participation and measured by labour 
force participation rate of female and male 
populations aged 15 years and older.

The GII is built on the same framework as 
the IHDI to better expose differences in the 
distribution of achievements between women 
and men. It measures the human development 
costs of gender inequality. Thus the higher 
the GII value the more disparities between 
females and males and the more loss to human 
development.

The GII sheds new light on the position of 
women in 160 countries; it yields insights 
in gender gaps in major areas of human 
development. The component indicators 
highlight areas in need of critical policy 
intervention and it stimulates proactive 
thinking and public policy to overcome 
systematic disadvantages of women.

Gender equality is not just the right thing 
to do it also makes good economic sense. Yet 
across the world, women are still a long way 

off from achieving gender parity with men, 
according to a new report from the World 
Economic Forum. The 2018 Global Gender 
Gap Index finds that women have reached 
68 percent parity overall, leaving a gap of 32 
percent. The report measures the gender gap 
in four main areas: economic participation and 
opportunity, educational attainment, health 
and survival, and political empowerment.

When it comes to leadership, women still 
have a long way to go. They represent just 
18 percent of ministers and 24 percent of 
parliamentarians globally, and they hold just 
34 percent of managerial positions. In terms 
of broader economic power, women continue 
to experience large gaps with men in their 
control of financial assets and in time spent 
on housework and other unpaid tasks.

The report also flags the disturbing 
emergence of gender gaps in skills related to 
artificial intelligence (AI). It finds that only 
22 percent of AI professionals worldwide 
are women, while 78 percent are men. The 
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implications of this finding are worth noting. 
First, this skills gap may worsen future 
gender gaps, as AI skills will be increasingly 
in demand. Second, technology across many 
fields is being developed without diverse talent, 
limiting its innovative and inclusive capacity. 
Third, the low integration of women in AI 
implies a significant missed opportunity: the 
world cannot afford to deprive itself of women’s 
talent in a field where talent is already scarce.

 A good work environment is important for 
women as well as men so to be able to work 
longer and without any fear. Workplace culture 
needs to be filtered from the top. The one in 
authority should be leading the conversation 
and speaking publicly about gender diversity. 
Transparency is important for showing that 
words are being backed up by actions. A strong 
workplace culture can be important in helping 
productivity and creating a happy workforce. 
Women can often find themselves as ‘others’ in 
predominantly male-led workforces and this 
can affect everything from morale to career 
advancement.

Change can only be made if organisations 
start to listen, understand and devise 
solutions that actually address the barriers 
that women face. Such steps will go a long 
way to creating a strong pipeline of diverse 
talent. Discrimination is unacceptable in all 
its forms and has no place in the workplace. 
Employers also have a role to play when it 
comes to stamping out discrimination at work. 
Discrimination can be “direct or indirect”. 
Direct discrimination is where you are directly 
treated unequally.

Indirect discrimination is where an employer 
operates a policy that on the face of it has 
nothing to do with discrimination but in 
practice disadvantages one group of people 
more than another. A quality work place 
is essential to keep your employees on task 
and working efficiently. An excellent work 
environment is marked by such attributes 
as competitive wages, trust between the 
employees and management, fairness for 
everyone, and a sensible work load with 
challenging yet achievable goals. All this comes 
together to provide the best possible working 
conditions. 

The age of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
(4IR) brings  about  unprecedented 
opportunities as well as new challenges. To 
take full advantage of new technologies, we 
need to place emphasis on what makes us 
human: the capacity to learn new skills as 
well as our creativity, empathy and ingenuity. 
By developing our unique traits and talents, 
humanity can cope with increasingly fast 
technological change and ensure broad-based 
progress for all.

The Global Gender Gap Index was first 
introduced by the World Economic Forum 
in 2006 as a framework for capturing the 
magnitude of gender-based disparities and 
tracking their progress over time. Gender 
inequality at the workplace is painfully obvious 
if you fall on the receiving end of mistreatment. 

Through years of marches, media movements 
and classic advocacy, many have looked to 
women’s representation and visibility as key 
to gender equality at the workplace. 

No country in the world is on track to achieve 
gender equality by 2030, according to the 
first index to measure progress against a set 
of internationally agreed targets. Melinda 
Gates, co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, said the index that has launched 
recently “should serve as a wake-up call to the 
world”. There is a plethora of interventions 
an employer can choose from to redress their 
workforce inequalities. Be it entry level or 
board-feeder pools, recruitment represents a 
major barrier to women’s progression, and is 
often affected by unconscious bias.

Unconscious bias is assumptions and 
attitudes that shape all of our behaviours, 
without us always even realising it. This 
includes stereotyping characteristics, roles and 
abilities of women and men, or unconsciously 
mirror-imaging in the recruitment or 
progression pipeline. In this case, candidates 
who display similar behaviours and skill 
sets to the interviewer or superiors are more 
likely to be chosen for a vacancy. Pakistan is 
experiencing a rapid increase in the number 
of women joining its workforce. Gender 
equality is rightly seen as crucial to sustainable 
development, with its own Sustainable 
Development Goal. 

Yet  the interconnections between 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 
women’s empowerment have often been 
overlooked in practice particularly in the 
environmental movement. Gender equality is 
a moral imperative whether it’s a government 
organization or private sector. Gender bias is 
still deeply embedded in cultures, economies, 
political and social institutions around the world.

Women and girls face unacceptable levels of 

discrimination and abuse, which is not only 
wrong, but also, prevents them from playing 
a full part in society and decision making. It 
is not easy to be a woman in a male dominant 
society and there are paramount cultural and 
faith pressures on eastern women to care for 
and educate their children well. Women are 
expected to carry out their responsibilities of 
bringing up their children in a way to become 
disciplined and well-groomed child. Women 
in Pakistan are no less than men. The sensible 
and conducive working environment seems to 
be a privilege though it’s not.

The working cultures needs to be changed. 
Apart from legal perspectives there should be 
proper training for workers to understand the 
working environment and remain sensible.  

Recently a seminar on Gender Sensible Work 
Environment at PTV Training Academy was 
held. Federal Ombudsman for Protection 
against Harassment Kashmala Tariq has 
addressed the participants of the seminar.

The need to actively work on research and 
advocacy for the government and business 
sector to advance the business case for gender 
inclusiveness and diversity at workplace 
was discussed. Workplace gender equality 
is achieved when people are able to access 
and enjoy the same rewards, resources and 
opportunities regardless of gender.

 The aim of gender equality in the workplace 
is to achieve broadly equal opportunities and 
outcomes for women and men. To achieve 
this, Workplaces need to provide equal pay 
for work of equal or comparable value as well 
as removal of barriers to the full and equal 
participation of women in the workforce.  
Access to all occupations and industries, 
including leadership roles, regardless of gender 
is another step to be taken. Elimination of 
discrimination on the basis of gender should 
also be given a glance.



T
he US and the West tra-
ditionally remained tilted 
towards India and this tilt 
turned into strategic part-
nership between USA and 
India after 9/11. Israel is 
another strategic partner of 

India which sees nuclear Pakistan as a threat. 
From 2002 onwards, under the garb of war 
on terror, India, Afghanistan, USA and NATO 
have conducted series of insidious campaigns 
to disable Pakistan’s nuclear program and to 
make it a compliant state.

While USA aspires to retain its hegemony 
over the world for next hundred years, Israel 
aspires for Greater Israel and India wishes to 
become the super power of South Asia. USA 
has helped Israel in becoming an unchal-
lenged super power of Middle East and the 
two are now close to achieving the objective 
of establishing Greater Israel. The only hitch 
is Iran from which the duo is trying to snatch 
its missile power through diplomatic isola-
tion, economic sanctions and now military 
coercion.

China is the emerging super power and is 
today the second largest economic power of 
the world. It has freed Pakistan from the stran-
glehold of US war munitions which are not 
only highly expensive but also tied to stringent 
conditions. In critical conditions the US had 
imposed military sanctions and stopped the 
flow of spare parts and ammunition. China 
helped Pakistan in broadening the military 
industrial base and strengthening the mili-
tary muscles in a big way. It is now engaged 
in developing Pakistan’s economic strength 
through $ 62 billion CPEC which will make 
Pakistan self-reliant.

China has built number of facilities in 
Pakistan and all the ventures are of best 
standards and not a single one failed or proved 
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counterproductive:

1 Aeronautical Complex where JF-17, 
Mushaak and jet trainers are being made.

2 Heavy Mechanical Complex.
3 Heavy Electrical Complex.
4 Tank Rebuild Factory.
5 Sports Complex.
6 Karakorum Highway.
7 Chashma nuclear plants.
8 CPEC which has already helped in over-

coming energy crisis.
9 Gwadar deep-seaport.

India has long dreamed of becoming a 
regional hegemon in South Asia. Aspiring 
to achieve preponderance, New Delhi has 
employed both soft and hard power in order 
to bring all the peripheral South Asian States 
under her military and economic tentacles. 
For India, militarily-rising Pakistan continues 
to pose a significant threat to its ambitions 
and nefarious designs in South Asia and the 
region. India considers Pakistan to be the only 
stumbling block in her path to achieve her 
global ambitions and sees it as a thorn in the 
flesh which must be removed. China is another 
threat to Pakistan because of Sino-Pakistan 
deep-rooted friendship which has transformed 
into strategic partnership. 

In order to compel Pakistan to submit to the 
Indian demand of becoming a client state as 
in the case of other South Asian States, India 
has gone to war with Pakistan thrice. It cut 
Pakistan into two in 1971, and since then has 
been continuously resorting to underhand 
tactics to browbeat Pakistan. India has been 
using all sorts of covert tricks and overt coer-
cive tactics to destabilize Pakistan financially, 
politically, and militarily. India uses terrorism 
as a weapon to intimidate all seven South 
Asian neighbors.

India has colluded with Afghanistan who 
bears ill will at heart for Pakistan to further 
escalate unsettling situation in Pakistan. The 
Karzai administration offered India an oppor-
tunity to establish its terror recruitment camps 
in Afghanistan against its traditional enemy, 
Pakistan. 70 training camps and training 
centres were established, 4 Indian consulates 
were opened and 17 Indian intelligence units 
were inducted to foment terrorism in Pakistan.  
Ashraf Ghani has followed suit. Karzai and 
Ghani’s governments have played into the 
hands of USA and India since the two are 
their paymasters. The Taliban rightly term 
the Kabul regime as illegitimate and toothless.  

The RAW-NDS duo is working hands in 
gloves to create instability in Pakistan so that 
the West remains increasingly worried about 
Pakistan’s nuclear program. The CIA, Mossad 
and MI6 are also cooperating with RAW to 
exacerbate Pakistan’s already fragile security 
situation. In this hybrid warfare, India has 
extensively lobbied in some Western capitals 
to stop them from supporting Pakistan on the 
nuclear front.

India in collusion with Afghanistan and USA 

built a narrative from 2001 onwards and put 
all acts of terror in India, IOK, and Afghani-
stan in the basket of Pakistan and painted 
herself and Afghanistan as the victims of 
terrorism. The trio launched a malicious dip-
lomatic offensive, hurling baseless allegations 
to discredit Pakistan and to label Pakistan as 
a state that is colluding with terrorists and is 
sponsoring terrorism.

This narrative has been persistently sold to 
the world well knowing that Pakistan is the 
biggest victim of terrorism since 2004. Well 
over 75, 000 people have lost their lives and 
double the number sustained injuries. Ter-
rorism has been flowing into various parts of 
Pakistan from the soil of Afghanistan under 

a calculated plan to destabilize it. RAW has 
used both Afghan and Iran soil to foment 
insurgency in FATA and Baluchistan. Makran 
and Karachi coastal belt has also been in use 
of RAW to fuel unrest in Karachi.

To give credence to her fabrications, India 
conducted series of false flag operations 
in India, which included terror attacks on 
Indian Parliament in New Delhi in December 
2001, blasts in Samjhota Express, attacks in 
Mecca mosque in Hyderabad and a mosque 
in Malegaon in 2007, and Mumbai attacks in 
November 2008. In IOK, similar attacks were 
stage-managed in Udhampur, Pathankot, Uri 
and Pulwama. The two banned groups Jaish-
e-Muhammad (JeM) and Lashkar-e-Taeba 
were blamed but no evidence was shared.  

On our part, well knowing India’s game plan 
of internationally isolating Pakistan, we have 

done very little to expose the fakery of India 
or as a minimum to put the record straight 
by highlighting the facts. Afghanistan and 
Iran are our next door neighbors and both are 
not contiguous to India, and yet, India has 
developed strategic relations with both and 
made them unfriendly towards Pakistan.

India has been sponsoring or triggering 
insurgencies in Pakistan, but Pakistan has yet 
to extend support to dozens of insurgencies 
and separatist movements in all parts of India. 
We even feel shy in extending support to Kash-
miris in IOK. We have been unable to convince 
a single country to stand up in support of the 
Kashmiris, condemn India and pressurize it to 
stop human rights violations in IOK.

Pakistan cannot completely neutralize the 
threat of RAW without enhancing intelligence 
coordination with Iran’s Intelligence. Some of 
RAW’s operatives are believed to be working 
at the Chabahar Port as Indian engineers 
and servicemen. If both Pakistan and China 
include Iran in CPEC, Tehran would not allow 
RAW’s agents to use its soil against Pakistan.

Chahbahar poses negligible military threat to 
Pakistan, if any. It is an economic issue and we 
should see it in this light. Without going into 
details, it is wishful thinking on India’s part 
that it can replace or economically compete 
with the long-established trade links with Cen-
tral Asia through Pakistan. Strategic interests 
invariably lose out in the long run when they 
come in conflict with economic considerations.

Gwadar is neither meant to be nor is stra-
tegically viable as a naval base for China. It is 
located too far away and its links with the latter 
are too tenuous to make it secure enough for 
functioning as a base for military operations.

Presumably, the most effective means to 
counter the ongoing Indian proxy war against 
Pakistan is to build the capacity of the civil and 
military intelligence agencies so that they re-
spond promptly to security challenges faced by 
the country. It is imperative that we break the 
nexus between the NDS and RAW, work hard 
in connivance with China, Russia, Iran, Turkey 
and Central Asian Republics to facilitate early 
exit of US-NATO troops from Afghanistan, 
and help in the establishment of a broad-based 
government in Kabul under the Taliban from 
whom power was illegally snatched.  

We need to make it known to the people of 
Afghanistan that claiming Pashtun dominated 
areas of Pakistan may be good for politics in 
the short term but it is not to their long-term 
advantage. Pashtuns constitute about 40% of 
Afghanistan’s population and have dominated 
the country since her inception. It does not 
sit well with the other Afghan communities, 
Tajiks, Uzbeks, Hazaras, Turkmen and others. 
Adding more Pashtuns to the mix will only 
exacerbate the already difficult problem.

Whether Afghan politicians want it or not, 
the two countries are joined at the hip histori-
cally and will remain as such geographically, 
economically and culturally. India will always 
be an outsider. Sooner than later, Afghan 
politicians will realise it.

Article

Mélange21July 2019

“
India for some time has always used 
Afghanistan as a second front, and India 
has over the years financed problems for 
Pakistan on that side of the border 

Ex-American Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
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A
fter damaging and hurting the 
global economic outlook as well 
as economic cantours of almost 
every country and every segment of 
market, finally the US and China 
have struck a trade war truce. As 
per trade truce, Washington has 

ultimately vowed to hold off on further tariffs and 
declared trade negotiations with China back on track. 
The cease-fire that halts damaging trade frictions 
came in a hotly anticipated meeting between the 
leaders of the world’s top two economies, President Xi 
Jinping and President Donald Trump on the sidelines 
of the G20 summit.

Trump hailed the meeting in the Japanese city of 
Osaka as excellent. We are right back on track, he 
added. Trump confirmed Washington had committed 
not to impose any new tariffs on Beijing’s exports and 

that the two sides would continue talks. We won’t be 
adding an additional tremendous amount of $350 
billion dollars left which could be taxed or could be 
tariffed. We’re not doing that, we are going to work 
with China on where we left off seeing if we can make 
a deal, Trump said at press conference. We will be 
continuing to negotiate.

Had both the leaders not struck the trade truce, 
the global economy would have faced worse and 
worst situation in the days to come as almost every 
international financial institutions has repeatedly 
cautioned and warned against devastating 
consequences of the tariff row between both the 
major economies. Especially, the International 
financial institutions and services companies have 
once again warned the US and China that trade war 
will not benefit to party as well as intensified tariff row 
may lead to some worse kind of economic recession. 

The short-term 
diversions of the 
supply chain to 

other countries may 
seem to present 

opportunities, but 
these would not 

necessarily develop 
into a longer-term 

development 
resulting in capital 
expenditure and 

foreign direct 
investment to 

contribute to the 
real development of 
those affected. So 

nobody wins a trade 
war. That’s for sure

US, China Tariff Row—Trade 
Truce — Back on Track

A Sigh of Relief for Global Economy
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Therefore, both the economic giants the US and 
China must avoid from further escalating the 
trade tensions.

In this connection the International Monetary 
Fund has said that trade tensions between the 
United States and China will not benefit any 
party over the long term. The climate of trade 
tension was not conducive to global trade, and 
countries such as Malaysia, which were deeply 
involved in the supply chain, could see sluggish 
growth.

We don’t take a political view, but what we 
observe and have been observing is that trade 
tensions, trade wars are beneficial to none, she 
said. Specifically on the Malaysian economy, 
said Managing Director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Christine Lagarde while 
speaking at a press conference at the Bank 
Negara Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery. 
The IMF has forecast a growth of 4.5 percent, 
lower than the predictions of the Malaysian 
authorities and this was attributed to the trade 
tensions.

IMF is concerned that trade tensions may slow 
the global economy next year, pointing to the 
25-percent tariffs on certain Chinese goods by 
the United States. IMF is concerned that trade 
tensions could actually have a significant impact 
on global growth and the work that IMF wants 
done at the IMF indicates that we could fear 
a reduction of 0.5 percent of global growth in 
2020 as a result of the tariffs.

The short-term diversions of the supply 
chain to other countries may seem to present 
opportunities, but these would not necessarily 
develop into a longer-term development 
resulting in capital expenditure and foreign 
direct investment to contribute to the real 
development of those affected. So nobody wins 
a trade war. That’s for sure.

Moreover, trade diversion may not necessarily 
translate into the longer term real development 
of economies. Lagarde was asked to comment 
on the possibility of ongoing global trade 
tensions causing trade diversion that could 
benefit Malaysia.  I think what’s important is to 
take into account the medium and the longer 
term, to see really what is the certainty and the 
likelihood of those trade diversions to actually 
anchor into the development of countries.

This is because what can also be a short-term 
fix that seems like a great opportunity for 
some countries will not necessarily develop 
into a longer term development which will 
result in capital expenditure and foreign direct 
investment that will contribute to the real 
development of economies.

The IMF chief was speaking to reporters at a 
press conference in Kuala Lumpur today, held 
in conjunction with her visit to Bank Negara 
Malaysia (BNM).  BNM governor Datuk Nor 
Shamsiah Mohd Yunus, who was also present 
at the briefing, added that nobody wins in a 
trade war. Nobody wins in a trade war. That is 
for sure, Lagarde said, echoing Nor Shamsiah.

She added that the IMF’s growth forecast for 
Malaysia has factored in the downside risks 
stemming from tariff-induced disruptions to 

the global supply chain, of which Malaysia plays 
an active role.  Trade diversion is often touted 
as a silver lining to the trade spat between 
Washington and Beijing, which has resulted 
in both the US and China seeking import 
alternatives.

Nomura Global Markets Research in a 
report earlier this month said Malaysia is the 
fourth-largest beneficiary of trade diversion, 
after Vietnam, Taiwan and Chile. The research 
firm said Vietnam has gained 7.9% of GDP 
from trade diversion, while Taiwan, Chile and 
Malaysia have gained 2.1%, 1.5% and 1.3% of 
GDP respectively.

This was based on one full year of trade 
data since April 2018 when the US Trade 
Representative announced the first threat of 
25% tariffs on US$50 billion worth of imports 
from China. However, similar to Lagarde’s 
comments, some economists have cautioned 

that an economic uplift from trade diversion 
would not be sufficient in the longer term to 
repair the damage from trade tensions.

On a brighter note, Lagarde said she is 
“most impressed” with Malaysia’s recent 
economic developments. She said her hopes 
for the domestic economy were for its success 
with the inclusion of greater governance and 
anti-corruption measures, higher and better 
education for all citizens, and the empowerment 
of women.

In a separate statement at the conclusion of her 
Visit to Malaysia, she said that it was a pleasure 
to visit Malaysia, and I wish to thank Prime 
Minister Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, Finance 
Minister Lim Guan Eng, and Bank Negara 
Malaysia Governor Datuk Nor Shamsiah Mohd 
Yunus for our constructive dialogue. I also had 
the opportunity to meet with the members of 
the National Center for Governance, Integrity, 
and Anti-Corruption (GIACC), as well as a 
broad cross-section of representatives from 
the Malaysian community, including women 
leaders, students and members of civil society.

Malaysian economic development record 
over several decades has been impressive. 
The resilience of the economy has again been 

evident in the face of the recent external 
shocks, as Malaysia has managed to continue 
delivering robust growth thanks to a diversified 
production and export structure, low and stable 
inflation, and fiscal discipline. I also welcome 
the new administration’s focus on improving 
governance and anti-corruption institutions. 
I learned about the progress in governance 
reforms and discussed how the IMF can best 
engage going forward.

The IMF is Malaysia’s partner and we look 
forward to continuing engagement through 
dialogue, policy advice, and technical assistance.

Earlier, Morgan Stanley warned about 
imminence of global recession within a year if 
trade war escalates saying investors may still 
be underestimating the full risk to the global 
economy from a trade war, even after US 
stocks capped the worst month of the year. 
Morgan Stanley is an American multinational 

investment bank and financial services company 
headquartered in New York City. With offices 
in more than 42 countries and more than 
55,000 employees, the firm’s clients include 
corporations, governments, institutions and 
individuals. Morgan Stanley ranked No. 67 in 
the 2018 Fortune 500 list of the largest United 
States corporations by total revenue.

A global recession could begin in as soon 
as nine months if US President Donald 
Trump pushes to impose 25% tariffs on 
additionalS$300 billion of Chinese imports and 
China retaliates with its own counter measures.

According to Chetan Ahya, chief economist 
and global head of economics at US investment 
bank Morgan Stanley. My recent conversations 
with investors have reinforced the sense that 
markets are underestimating the impact of 
trade tensions. Investors are generally of the 
view that the trade dispute could drag on for 
longer, but they appear to be overlooking its 
potential impact on the global macro outlook. 
That was followed by a warning from Goldman 
Sachs Group, which now expects the US to 
impose 10 per cent tariffs on the remaining 
US$300 billion worth of imports from China 
and on all Mexican goods too.
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I
n the face of prevailing trade tensions 
between the United States and China, it 
is almost impossible for any country to 
remain impartial and not taking side of 
any of both the countries because these 
trade tensions are badly affecting almost 
every economy. Almost same is the case 

with Southeast Asian nations which seem taking 
Chinese in this situation because these nations clearly 
slammed protectionism and rallied for a trade pact.

The fallout of US, China tariff war almost dominated 
the 34th Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Summit held in Thailand where participants 
made an impassioned plea against protectionism. This 
plea hints a clear-cut tilt of ASEAN leaders towards 
China and a matter of worry for the US because in 
future this tilt may pose threat to the US interests in 
the region.

While the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) can stand together in the face of US-China 
tensions, strategic differences mean the regional 
grouping must first find common ground. As smaller 
countries, they are not able to control what the big 
powers do. “But ASEAN can stand together and 
speak with one voice, so as to advance our collective 
interests, whether in trade, security or technology. It is 
not easy as ASEAN comprises 10 different countries 
with strategic forces that pull us in different directions.

The US-China trade dispute is high on the ASEAN 
summit agenda. The bloc’s leaders are set to sign an 
economic partnership deal at their annual meeting in 
Bangkok, but not all countries want Beijing’s economic 

hegemony. 
Southeast 
Asian 
leaders 
opened 
a  2 - d a y 
summit in 
Bangkok 
on Saturday, 
with the US-
China trade conflict 
tak ing  center 
stage. There has 
been less US 
engagement 
with the 
region 
since 

President 
Donald Trump came to power in 2016. Trump also 
pulled the US out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(TPP), saying it was harmful for the US jobs market.

Beijing is trying to dominate Asia-Pacific trade 
following Washington’s retreat. The bloc is weighing 
a China-drafted commercial deal a substitute for the 
TPP which would cover around half of the world’s 
population. The Regional Comprehensive Economic 
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34th ASEAN summit

Wary of US-China trade row
Southeast Asian nations seem 

taking Chinese side

Four Asean 
countries 
Thailand, 

Indonesia, 
Singapore and 

Vietnam will 
discuss the 

trade war in 
next week’s G20 

summit, which 
assembles 

20 major 
economies, in 

Tokyo
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Partnership (RCEP) 
includes all ASEAN 
m e m b e r  s t a t e s 
Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, 
and Vietnam plus 
India, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia and 
New Zealand.

Trade has topped 
the agenda at the 
Bangkok meeting, 
as tit-for-tat tariffs 
between China and 
the United States 
cast a dark cloud over global growth. Thailand, 
the Asean chair this year, rallied against 
global protectionism and called for urgency in 
concluding talks on RCEP a China-led trade 
pact, which once inked will be the world’s 
biggest one. The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP) includes all 
10 Asean economies, plus India, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia and New Zealand.

RCEP is seen as a mechanism for China to 
draft the rules of Asia-Pacific trade, following a 
US retreat from the region as it withdrew from 
another trade pact at the start of President 
Donald Trump’s administration. The trade war 
between the world’s biggest two economies have 
sent reverberations across the world. The two 
countries must both take the high road and 
resolve their differences before the situation 
spirals out of control. But progress on RCEP has 
stuttered in recent months, with India digging in 
over fears the cheap Chinese goods could flood 
its massive consumer markets.

Australia and New Zealand have also 
raised concerns over a lack of labour and 
environmental safeguards. The leaders also 
adopted a “Bangkok Declaration” to combat 
maritime debris, including plastic waste, in 
one of the most polluted waters in the world. 
The Summit reinforced the importance of 
strengthening the regional economy and support 
for the conclusion of the RCEP negotiations this 
year the world’s largest trade bloc which will 

help ASEAN manage 
change and uncertainty 
in the region, especially 
regarding trade tensions between 
the US and China.

The Bangkok Declaration on Combating 
Marine Debris in the ASEAN region, 
demonstrates the bloc’s commitment to 
reducing marine debris in a serious and 
sustainable manner. Also, the Summit agreed 
to the launch of the Satellite Warehouse, under 
the Disaster Emergency Logistics System for 
ASEAN and the ASEAN Centre of Military 
Medicine, both centres are located in Thailand.

The Summit supported ASEAN’s bid to 
host the World Cup in 2034 and called on 
all football associations in the region and the 
people of ASEAN to support this dream and to 
make it a reality. ASEAN leaders also attached 
importance to ASEAN awareness-raising and 
the promotion of ASEAN identity among the 
people of the region.

Ten leaders of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) member states have 
agreed to adopt the ASEAN Outlook on 
the Indo-Pacific concept. Previously foreign 
ministers discussed the matter. Alhamdulillah 
(Thank God) ASEAN leaders have adopted 
ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (concept) 
initiated by Indonesia. There are five main 
points related to the Indo-Pacific; first, the 
background and reason behind the outlook of 

the Indo-Pacific; second, key elements in the 
outlook; third, objective; fourth, principles 
contained in the outlook and fifth, areas of 
cooperation.

During the plenary of the 34th ASEAN 
Summit, the president attached the significance 
of ASEAN having outlook on the Indo-Pacific 
issue amidst the current global uncertainty. The 
outlook reflects the centrality and strength of 
ASEAN in respecting peace and dialog culture 
and strengthening cooperation.

Moreover, Southeast Asian leaders agreed 
to work together on regional economics and 
security to strengthen their positions amid 

growing US-China tensions, 
as they wrapped up the 

summit .  T he  10-
member Association 

o f  S o u t h e a s t 
Asian Nations 

will need its 
collective 
economic 
strength 
for 

bargaining 
power 

globally, 
especially 

amid the trade 
tensions between 

the world’s top two 
economies.

Asean nations pledged to 
complete negotiations this year for the China-
initiated Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) pact that includes 16 
countries. This will help Asean handle the 
changes and uncertainty that will happen in the 
region going forward, particularly the impacts of 
trade tension between Asean’s important trade 
partners.

Negotiations began in 2012 on RCEP, which 
envisions the creation of a free trade zone 
encompassing 45% of the world’s population 
and more than a third of its GDP, but does 
not involve the United States. First proposed 
by China, RCEP’s 16 signatories include the 
10 Asean member states and six Asia-Pacific 
countries, including major economies China, 
India, Japan and South Korea. Asean has 
existing free-trade agreements with all six 
countries.

Four Asean countries Thailand, Indonesia, 
Singapore and Vietnam will discuss the 
trade war in next week’s G20 summit, which 
assembles 20 major economies, in Tokyo. Asean 
countries also agreed on a common approach on 
a US-led Indo-Pacific initiative, at a time when 
US-China tensions were rising and forcing 
Asean countries to take sides.

Economy & 
Finance
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I
nternational Gas Congress has pressed 
on enhanced international cooperation 
in gas sphere and supported the co-
ordination of joint plans for future. 
Atmosphere and course of discussions 
at the Congress was provided by the fact 
that the role of natural gas as the most 

ecologically acceptable and economically beneficial 
energy resource, which supports stable develop-
ment of the countries, is growing rapidly in the 
world energy industry.

Therefore, the intent of leading companies of the 
planet to establish close cooperation with our country, 
which has rich reserves of gas in the world, is quite 
legitimate. Demand on energy is the key indicator for 
any energy forecast. In this case, the opinion of experts 
is clear Asia will be in the focus in international gas 
trade for next three decades, which will lead to the 
necessity of formation of gas transport and gas pro-
cessing infrastructure.

A separate session was devoted to the implementa-
tion of Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 
(TAPI) gas pipeline project. Representatives of the 
financial institutions of the countries-participants 
shared the promotion status of the project and meth-
ods of its financing.

TAPI is a huge project for the whole region. At the 

beginning of the year, Turkmenistan and Pakistan 
signed several documents on it. By the end of the year, 
we hope to completely close the paper issues. There is 
still a little bit left and, then, we can start the practical 
implementation of the pipeline,  Mr.Nadeem Baber, 
Special Assistant of the Prime Minister of Pakistan on 
Petroleum, said in an interview with ORIENT.

Today, the construction of TAPI pipeline received 
its second impulse. The first stage of implementation 
the laying of the pipeline the consortium supposes to 
complete in 2020.

The companies hope to add new countries to start 
the second stage the construction of compressor sta-
tions along the energy route, which will increase its 
capacity. Russian and Arab companies are showing 
interest in joining TAPI.

The forum was attended by over 200 delegates from 
30 countries. Representatives of the largest gas and 
oil corporations Petronas, CNPC, Dragon Oil, Shell 
and others will discuss prospects for establishing 
and expanding cooperation with Turkmenistan on 
the coast of the Caspian Sea. Over the course of two 
days, a number of projects will be discussed that are 
of great interest to foreign investors. They are aimed 
at diversifying gas supplies from Turkmenistan to 
regional and global markets.

Economy & Finance
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 Among them: the intensification of work on 
TAPI, the construction of land and underwater 
pipelines (in the context of the construction 
of Line D of a gas pipeline to China and the 
Trans-Caspian pipeline), the expansion of the 
sector of the oil and gas processing industry. 
Also, delegates will address issues of ecology 
and adaptation of current industries to the 
“green” requirements that time dictates.

Presentations at the opening of the Congress 
were made by the Deputy Chairman of the Cab-
inet of Ministers of Turkmenistan Muratgeldi 
Meredov, the Chairman of the Turkmengaz 
State Concern Murat Archayev, the Regional 
Director of the British oil company Gaffney, 
Cline & Associates, John Gaffney, and United 
Nations Resident Coordinator in Turkmenistan 
Elena Panova.

International Gas Congress sums up its out-
comes Interstate cooperation in gas sphere and 
supported the coordination of joint plans for 
future, has accomplished its work on May 22, 
2019, in Avaza National tourist zone. Atmos-
phere and course of discussions at the Congress 

was provided by the fact that the role of natural 
gas as the most ecologically acceptable and 
economically beneficial energy resource, which 
supports stable development of the countries, 
is growing rapidly in the world energy industry.

Therefore, the intent of leading companies 
of the planet to establish close cooperation 
with our country, which has rich reserves of 
gas in the world, is quite legitimate. Demand 
on energy is the key indicator for any energy 
forecast. In this case, the opinion of experts is 
clear –Asia will be in the focus in international 
gas trade for next three decades, which will lead 
to the necessity of formation of gas transport 
and gas processing infrastructure.

Thus, geographic factor strengthens the posi-
tions of Embassy of Turkmenistan in the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan Page 1 of 3 Turkmenistan 
in the world energy markets. Special interest 
raised by the presentation of the projects of 
industrial development of largest Galkynysh 
Field and construction of transnational gas 

pipeline Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India among the participants of the Congress 
became another evidence to this.

At the same time, opportunities of supply of 
Turkmen gas to Europe and Russian, plans for 
increment of throughput capacity of Central 
Asia – China gas line have been actively dis-
cussed at the sessions and fields of the Forum.

Diversification of oil and gas industry and 
enhancement of its innovative component are 
important aspects of energy strategy stead-
ily implemented by President Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov. Rating of the companies 
successfully working in this direction are 
headed now by representatives of business 
circles of the Republic of Korean and Japan, 
together with which number of big projects 
of deep processing of natural gas has been 
implemented.

Perspective directions of cooperation in 
oil and gas industry of Turkmenistan were 
discussed on the second day of the Congress. 
Reports of top managers and specialists of 
structural divisions of Turkmen fuel and energy 

complex – Turkmenbashy Refinery Complex 
and the State Concern Türkmengaz, have 
been listened with keen interest. In particular, 
it is planned to build new technological lines, 
which will refine the oil up to 90 percent, at 
Turkmenbashy Refinery Complex.

It includes the complex of units for hydro 
treatment of diesel fractions and gasolines, cata-
lyst cracking of heavy residuals of oil refining as 
well as the installations for production of high 
quality base technical oils. Representatives of 
PETRONAS (Malaysia) and Chinese National 
Petroleum Corporation presented the review 
of their activity in Turkmenistan. International 
petroleum company PETRONAS works for 
more than 20 years in Turkmenistan on the 
base of the Production Sharing Agreement on 
Block 1 in Caspian Sea.

For this period, PETRONAS has invested 
more than 10.7 billion US dollars to the explo-
ration and development of contractual territory, 
which is located 80 km to the southwest from 

Turkmenbashy. At present time, Amudarya 
Regional Gas Company, which is the part of 
CNPC, continues work on improvement of 
material base of Turkmenistan China pipeline. 
The first phase of the project of development 
of the field, which located in eastern part of 
Bagtiyarlyk contractual territory, has been 
successfully implemented.

It is planned to start industrial production of 
gas in the eastern part of B Block in the end of 
2019. It is expected that completion of the first 
phase of the project will provide the production 
of 1.7 billion cubic meters of gas per year. Total 
volume of product supplied to Turkmenistan 
– China pipeline from the fields of Bagtiyarlyk 
contractual territory is more than 82 billion 
cubic meters today.

Page 2 of 3 Direction of International Oil and 
Gas University spoke in details about training of 
personnel for oil and gas industry of our coun-
try and international cooperation in this field. 
Numerous business meetings between foreign 
businessmen and heads of oil and gas depart-
ments and concerns of Turkmenistan, during 
which specific proposals for establishment of 
beneficial partnership in different spheres of 
national gas industry, have been held under X 
International Gas Congress.

Turkmenistan is a major player in the Asian 
gas market.  The country’s hydrocarbon re-
sources are estimated at over 71 billion tons of 
oil equivalent, that is over 20 billion tons of oil 
and over 50 trillion cubic meters of natural gas. 
Given these figures, as of today, Turkmenistan 
holds the world’s fourth largest proven natural 
gas reserves, after Russia, Iran and Qatar.

Currently Turkmenistan’s largest customer 
is the People’s Republic of China.  Nearly 40 
(forty) billion m3/year (BCMA) of the natural 
gas are currently supplied through three strings 
(A, B and C) of the Turkmenistan-Uzbekistan-
Kazakhstan-China transnational gas pipeline, 
commissioned in December 2009.  Upon 
completion of the fourth D string, the annual 
Turkmen natural gas supply is intended to 
reach a contractual 65 billion BCMA.  Turk-
menistan also has the technical capability to 
supply natural gas to Iran (South) and Russia 
(North).  Negotiations on these are currently 
underway.

Turkmenistan is also proceeding with the 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 
(TAPI) gas pipeline.  The construction of the 
total 1,814 kilometers length of the TAPI gas 
pipeline, with a capacity of 30 BCMA started in 
December 2015.  Currently, the 214-kilometer 
Turkmen section of TAPI is being laid, and 
construction works on the Afghan section were 
also launched in February 2018.  

TAPI is planned to go through the Afghan 
cities of Herat and Kandahar, through the 
Pakistani cities of Quetta and Multan, and 
finally to reach the settlement of Fazilka on 
the Pakistan-India border.  The project is sup-
ported by the United States, Russia and several 
other countries, as well as major international 
financial institutions, in particular, the Asian 
Development Bank.

Economy & 
Finance
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I
n the wake 
of changing 
global geo-
strategic and 
economic 
scenario 
President of 
Mongolia 
Battulga 
Khaltmaa 
has emerged as a world for his balancing 
diplomatic role between world’s two super 
powers; Russia and China and winning 
economic achievements for his country from 
both the powers. Born in March 1963, Battulga 
Khaltmaa is President of Mongolia since 10 
July 2017.

Under his rule, the country’s economic profile 
has soared up. In April this year, the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) observed Mongolia’s 
economic growth was expected to remain solid 
in the next two years, albeit with a slight mod-
eration from 2018, thanks to strong domestic 
demand, stable services and manufacturing, as 
well as a recovery in agriculture performance. 
ADB projects Mongolia’s economic growth at 
6.7% in 2019 and 6.3% in 2020, from the 6.9% 

growth rate recorded in 2018. ADO is ADB’s 
flagship annual economic publication.

The economy has performed better than 
expected in 2018, said ADB Country Director 
for Mongolia Yolanda Fernandez Lommen. 
Mongolia’s growth prospects continue to be 
positive going into 2019 and 2020. Strong 
macroeconomic performance in 2018 has 
helped restore investor confidence and improve 
macroeconomic stability. Continued government 
commitment to sensible macroeconomic policies 
to build up buffers and to reduce Mongolia’s 
vulnerability to boom-bust cycles in the future 
will be important. Focusing on strengthening 
public financial management rather than setting 
up new off-budget funds will also help ensure 
fiscal discipline extends beyond the International 

Monetary Fund program.
Apart from consumption, services will also be 

key to growth, with transport expected to gain 
from higher mining exports. Manufacturing 
will also benefit from the increase in mining 
and expanded processing of meat for export. 
Construction activity will rebound, boosted by a 
large public investment program. Agriculture will 
continue to recover in 2019. Average inflation 
will reach 8.5% in 2019 compared to 6.8% in 
2018 due to rising domestic demand supported 
by higher government expenditure, as well as the 
effects of the togrog depreciation and higher fuel 
prices in the second half of 2018. These effects 
will be less pronounced in 2020, allowing infla-
tion to stabilize at 7.5%.

In 2019, we expect to see an increase in 
government capital expenditure \Asian 
Development Outlook (ADO) 2019’ projects. 
ADB Revenue growth, which was high in 2017 
and 2018, is expected to moderate but could 
benefit from any of the upside risks to the 
growth outlook. The current account deficit 
will narrow in 2019 to 9.6% of gross domestic 
product (GDP) from 14.6% of GDP in 2018, as 
exports grow, in particular on anticipated large 
increases in gold shipments, and as car imports 
slow. The current account deficit will widen 
again to 13% in 2020 as export growth slows 
and import demand remains steady.

Gross reserves rose by $500 million in 2018 
to equal $3.5 billion, boosted by international 
bond issues and foreign direct investment 

inflows. The togrog depreciated against the 
US dollar by 1.1% on average in 2018 and by 
8.9% in the year to the end of 2018. Mon-
golia remains vulnerable to external shocks, 
particularly in mineral price fluctuations 
or lower growth in the People’s Republic 
of China. Despite progress in the banking 
sector, continuing bank fragility poses a risk 
to economic health. ADB is committed to 
achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable Asia and the Pacific, while sustain-
ing its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. In 
2018, it made commitments of new loans and 
grants amounting to $21.6 billion. Established 
in 1966, it is owned by 68 members 49 from 
the region.

Furthermore, President Battulga Khaltmaa 

World Leader

President of Mongolia 
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A Balanced Approach Towards Geostrategic Diplomacy, Economy
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World 
Leader

has made his place among the world leaders 
through is diplomatic balancing approach 
towards national and international issues. In 
April this year, Battulga Khaltmaa met with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping at the second 
“One Belt And One Road” international coop-
eration summit in Beijing. His interaction with 
President Xi and other world leaders won huge 
support for Mongolia.

In June this year, at the SCO Summit 2019 
in Bihskek, President Khaltmaa Battulga 
held a meeting with both the Chinese and 
Russian counterparts and all three  pledged 
to strengthen trilateral cooperation. The 
trilateral meeting, the fifth of its kind, among 
Chinese President Xi Jinping, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and Mongolian 
President Khaltmaa Battulga. The heads of 
state reviewed the achievements of trilateral 
cooperation and discussed the overall plan for 
the next phase.

In 2018, all three also held a similar meeting 
in Chinese eastern port city of Qingdao and 
maintained close communication and coopera-
tion, and the trilateral cooperation has gradu-
ally developed. Noting that this year marks 
the 70th anniversary of the China-Russia and 
China-Mongolia diplomatic relations and 
so China will hold celebrations with the two 
countries respectively.

In June last year, he said, Mongolians have 

made great efforts to maintain 
the friendly and good-neighborly 
relations, to broaden the existing 
cooperation and to increase eco-
nomic benefits with the Russian 

Federation and People’s Republic of China 
and we will continue doing so. Reaching a 
principal agreement on Establishing of the 
Mongolia-Russia-China Economic Corridor 
Program and establishing Research Center 
for Investment and agreeing on projects to 
be implemented in the first place with our 
neighbors marks an important step to further 
our cooperation.

Within our foreign policy framework, we 
have firmly pursued the principles of develop-
ing our ties and cooperation with the “Third 
neighbors”, other countries of the World and 

international organizations in all possible 
fields and contribute to the common efforts 
and prosperity of the international com-
munity. It is worth mentioning the positive 
outcomes including the entry into force of the 
Partnership Cooperation Agreement between 
Mongolia and the European Union, the official 
opening of the EU Delegation in Ulaanbaatar 
and the meeting of eligibility requirements for 
the Second Compact of Millennium Challenge 
Corporation.

Within this objective, we aim to work on 
increasing foreign direct investment, improv-
ing the utilization and effectiveness of aid and 
soft loans, engaging actively in the regional 
integration, establishing Free Trade Agree-
ments, facilitating and supporting all aspects 
of foreign trade, easing the condition for 
citizens to travel abroad, as well as protecting 
the rights and interests of our citizens living 
abroad. We will implement a specific policy 
and work on diversifying our export products 
and building a multi-pillar economy. For this 
purpose, your assistance and support will be 
highly appreciated.

Mongolia has consistently adhered to the 
principles of equality and mutual respect of 
interests in its foreign policy. I am convinced 
yet again that we will continue strengthening 
and deepening our bilateral cooperation and 
supporting each other on the international 
arena. I wish you, the Distinguished Ambas-
sadors, diplomats, and representatives of 
International Organizations in Mongolia, the 
best of success, sound health and well-being.

A Brief Bio
 • BATTULGA Khaltmaa, President of 
Mongolia

 • March 3, 1963 Born in Ulaanbaatar City
 • 1970-1978 School No. 34 of Ulaanbaatar 
City

 • 1978-1982 School of Fine Arts
 • 1982-1986 Artist at the Union of Mon-
golian Artists

 • 1983-1989 Athlete of the National Team
 • 1992-1997 Director-General, Genco LLC
 • 1997-1998 CEO, Bayangol Hotel JSC
 • 2000-2004 CEO, Makh Impex JSC
 • 2004-2008 Member of Parliament, 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on 
Human Rights

 • 2008-2012 Member of the Cabinet, Min-
ister for Road, Transport, Construction 
and Urban Development

 • 2012-2016 Member of Parliament
 • 2012-2014 Member of the Cabinet, 
Minister for Industry and Agriculture

 • 2006 – Jul.10.2017 President of the 
Mongolian Judo Association

 • 2009 – Jul.10.2017 Chairman of the 
Mongolian Democratic Union

 • 2016 – Jul.10.2017 Vice President of the 
International Association for Mongol 
Studies
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T
he First Lady Halimah Yacob and Gentleman 
Mohamed Abdullah Alhabshee of Singapore are 
very much respected across the South East Asia as 
well as in the world for their modest and elegant 
look and simple lifestyle. Both have earned genuine 
respect and love among the Singaporeans over the 
decades since Halima Yacob is in the political arena 

for serving the nation selflessly.
Between their busy careers and raising their family, the couple has five 

children! they have two  sons and three daughters and are between the 
ages of 26 to 35. Nope, she said they’re not grandparents yet. They are 
big on communal living as well and wanted to reinforce to her children 
the importance of taking care of elders.

Madam Halimah and Mohamed met as undergraduates at the 
University of Singapore, the predecessor of the National University of 
Singapore. They were in different faculties - she in law and he in sci-
ence - but encountered each other at activities organised by the Muslim 
Society and at the canteen in the student union house.

When they first got married, both were too poor to afford a house and 
so they started off by renting a flat. Together, they eventually saved up 
enough and bought a $75,000 five-room flat in Tampines. That was the 
start of building a home and family together. And they’ve been living the 
HDB life, yes in Yishun, for at least a good 30 years. If she would have 
her way, it looks like they’ll want to continue the HDB life

They never believe in giving up and are always concerned about the 
welfare of others. Despite the many blows life handed to them, they 
never complained. Right to the end, they remained stoic and strong, 
not once complaining of pain or discomfort. Therefore, the couple is 
considered by the analysts and observers as pillar of support for each 
other’s career therefore they have earned immense respect from their 
people from all the walks of life of Singapore.   

Mdm Halimah Yacob was sworn in as the 8th President of the Re-
public of Singapore on 14 September 2017. Prior to sitting in the highest 
office in the city state, Yacob was the House Speaker. She was the first 
woman to hold the Speaker post, where she served from 2013. Her 
three-year experience in the position automatically made her eligible to 
run for presidency. 

Long before, however, Yacob had consistently built an illustrious career 
over time, where in 1978 she began work as a legal officer at the National 
Trades Union Congress (NTUC) after graduating with a law degree from 
the National University of Singapore. She served in the National Trades 
Union Congress for 33 years and held various positions, as Deputy 
Secretary General; Director of departments including Legal Services, 
Women’s Development and Labour Studies; and Executive Secretary of 
the United Workers of Electronic and Electrical Industries. She was on 
various national committees including the Economic Review Committee.

Yacob focused on her union work and stayed at the NTUC for 33 
years, where she was eventually appointed deputy secretary-general 

The Modest and Respected

First Lady & 
Gentleman of 

Singapore

Halimah Yacob, 
Abdullah Alhabshee
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from 2007 until 2011. She also became the first Singaporean on the 
governing body of the International Labor Organization (ILO), where 
she sat from 1999 to 2011.

 She stepped down from the NTUC post in 2011, as Yacob was ap-
pointed Minister of State in the then Ministry of Community Develop-
ment, Youth and Sports from 2011 to 2012, after which she moved to 
the Ministry of Social and Family Development, prior to becoming the 
House Speaker in 2013.

With her passion for social causes, Halimah is patron to more than 40 
charitable and community organisations. She also championed women’s 
issues and was awarded Woman of the Year by Her World Magazine 
(2003) and AWARE Heroine Award (2011). She was inducted into 
the Singapore Women’s Hall of Fame (2014) and conferred the Berita 
Harian Achiever of the Year (2001). Halimah obtained her law degree 
and Masters in Law from the National University of Singapore. In 2016, 
she was conferred the Doctor of Law by the NUS.

In recognition of her contributions, she was conferred the Berita 
Harian Achiever of the Year Award in 2001, the ‘Her World Woman 
of the Year Award’ in 2003, the AWARE Heroine Award 2011, and 
was inducted into the Singapore Council of Women’s Organisations’s 
Singapore Women’s Hall of Fame in 2014.

Madam Halimah shares the struggles she faced in childhood. She was 
born on 23 August 1954, and grew up in a poor family, as the youngest 
of five children. She lost her father at an early age, I lost my father, when 
I was only eight. He was a watchman, and fought illness for many years. 
Despite that, he worked very hard to provide for the family till the very 
end. The family struggled to make ends meet, after his death, my mum 
became the breadwinner and worked very hard to provide for the family. 
She worked at a food stall and was out by 4 am, and was not home until 
10 pm every day.

After graduation, she joined the NTUC in 1978, and spent more than 
three decades as a trade 
unionist. She writes, I 
learnt the importance of 
building trust. If there 
is mutual trust, and the 
union leaders know that 
you are acting in the best 
interest of the workers, 
they will support you. The 
same applies in politics. 
You need to secure the 
confidence of the people 
you serve. If they trust 
you, they know that you 
are not there for personal 
reasons.

Her decision to study 
law at the University of 
Singapore turned out to 
be fateful in more ways than one; for it was there that she met the love 
of her life. She writes on her website, it was at the University that I met 
my Mohamed Abdullah. He was a Physics major who liked music and 
performed in a three-piece band with his university friends at university 
events.

We met at the University of Singapore Muslim Society’s events where 
we were both active. We got married in June 1980 and have five children. 
We shared our responsibilities, and Mohamed remains my strong pillar 
of support. Over the years, she has advocated for women’s rights, spoken 
up on senior citizens and mental health issues, and served as patron 
to associations such as Club HEAL and Singapore Muslim Women’s 
Association (PPIS).

Madam Halimah Yacob’s husband, retired businessman Mohamed 
Abdullah Alhabshee has provided the support she needed to pursue her 
career. He would help look after and play with their five children when 
they were young, shop for groceries and take care of household matters 
like paying the bills.

Mohamed Abdullah Alhabshee acts as the emotion pillar in her life. He 

is extremely proud of his wife achievements. He never fails to give her 
moral support and devote time to accompany her to grassroots events 
and functions. He graduated with physics major from the University 
of Singapore.

He symbolizes Singaporean identity and yet takes pride in his own 
ethnic background. Alhabshee is an Arab family name and Singaporean 
Arabs have a history that stretches all the way to the island’s modern 
founding by Stamford Raffles. Even though Arabs are a relatively small 
community, they have made prominent contributions to the country.

The majority of the Arabs in Singapore are Hadhramis tracing their 
ancestry from the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula called Hadh-
ramaut, which is now part of the Republic of Yemen. Some of the more 
famous Arab families include the Aljunied (al-Junayds), the Alsagoff 
(al-Saqqāf), and the Alkaff (al-Kāf) families.

He was Halimah’s 
university sweetheart 
and they got married 
two years after she 
graduated. They were 
hopelessly in love but 
poor. He never believed 
in borrowing money 
just to make their lives 
better. As a result, the 
first flat that they moved 
into was spartan and 
un-renovated.

They started with a 
rented room where they stayed with relatives.  Together with the love of 
his life by his side, they eventually managed to save up enough to buy a 
five-room flat in Tampines for $75,000. He never forgot his roots and 
still lives in a HDB house with Mdm Halimah today. Together they have 
five children in steady progress.

Mohammed Abdullah Alhabshee enforced the importance of com-
munal living and being filial to their children. 30 years ago, he and Mdm 
Halimah bought two adjacent five- and four-room flats in Yishun, and 
knocked down the dividing wall so that the family can be even closer 
together. In his household, everything is family-sized and common 
property. The idea of sharing is with high emphasis.

In a 2013 interview, Halimah shared that in their household, you do 
not buy things just for yourself. You buy things to share with everybody. 
He took care of his mother and lived under the same roof until she 
passed away in 1999. His mother-in-law too lived with them until re-
cently, when she passed away in 2015. Mohammed Abdullah Alhabshee 
is talented. Well versed in Malay and English, he can also sing well in 
Tamil.
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International Perspective

T
he fifth summit of the Conference 
on Interaction and Confidence-
Building Measures in Asia (CICA) 
has called for bridging the trust 
deficit among the member states 
to carve out a better future of Asia 
and rest of the world.

The Summit also underscored the urgency of de-
vising a comprehensive regional strategy to combat 
the scourge of terrorism. The Summit Declaration 
also cautioned member states against the politiciza-
tion of the UN Security Council counter-terrorism 
sanctions architecture, highlighting that such 
measures would only undermine the legitimacy 
and authority of the UNSC charter and sanctions 
regime.

World leaders including Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping and Russian President Vladimir Putin along 
with other participants noted that CICA, being an 
important multilateral cooperation mechanism in 
the region, should strengthen multilateral dialogue 
and cooperation and play a bigger role in promoting 
equal and indivisible security and common develop-
ment based on the mutual understanding that has 
been reached so far in Asia.

In this context the leaders they pledged to con-
tinue to promote representative, fair and sustain-
able multilateral model of international relations, 
deepen confidence building measures, consulta-
tions, joint efforts and shared benefits and develop 
dialogue on a regional security architecture that is 
open, inclusive and based on universally recognized 
principles of international law and the Charter of 

the United Nations.
The will also promote to build international 

relationship based on mutual respect, fairness and 
justice, mutually beneficial cooperation, as well as 
building a community of shared future for mankind. 
CICA is an inter-governmental forum for enhancing 
cooperation towards promoting peace, security and 
stability in Asia. CICA is a multi-national forum for 
enhancing cooperation towards promoting peace, 
security and stability in Asia. It is a forum based 
on the recognition that there is close link between 
peace, security and stability in Asia and in the rest 
of the world.

The Member States, while affirming their com-
mitment to the UN Charter, believe that peace and 
security in Asia can be achieved through dialogue 
and cooperation leading to a common indivisible 
area of security in Asia where all states co-exist 
peacefully and their peoples live in peace, freedom 
and prosperity.

The idea of convening the CICA was first proposed 
by President of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev 
on 5 October 1992, at the 47th Session of the 
United Nations General Assembly. The moving 
spirit behind this initiative was the aspiration to set 
up an efficient and acceptable structure for ensuring 
peace and security in Asia. Unlike other regions in 
the world, Asia did not have such a structure at that 
time and earlier attempts to create a suitable struc-
ture had not been very successful. This initiative 
was supported by a number of Asian countries who 
felt that such a structure was the need of the time.

The fifth CICA Summit was held in the Tajik 
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capital of Dushanbe on June 15 ended with 
adoption of a declaration. The declaration, in 
particular, says the next, sixth CICA summit 
will take place in 2022 while Sixth Meeting 
of CICA Ministers of Foreign Affairs in 2020. 
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani, and other leaders of member countries 
including Saudi Arabia and the UAE attend-
ed the summit.  Observers at the Dushanbe 
summit included the United States, Ukraine, 
Belarus, Japan, the United Nations, and the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE). The theme of the 5th CICA 
summit was Common Vision for a Safe and 
More Prosperous CICA Region.  

In his speech, President Xi Jinping called 
on CICA members to build an Asia featuring 
mutual respect and trust, security and stabil-
ity, development and prosperity, openness 
and inclusiveness, as well as cooperation and 
innovation. He’s calling for more to be done 
to solve four deficits in global affairs, namely 
the deficits in trust, peace, development and 
governance.

To solve the trust deficit, Xi Jinping has 
stressed the importance of mutual respect 
and mutual trust, saying everyone needs 
to respect each other’s respective choice of 
political systems and development paths, 
while discarding the zero-sum game mental-
ity and protectionism so political trust and 
consensus can thrive.

Xi Jinping argues that to build a safe and 
stable Asia, there should be dialogue rather 
than confrontation, as well as partnerships 
rather than alliances among CICA members. 
He says CICA members need to be firm in 
cracking down on terrorism and extinguish-
ing extremism, saying CICA members need 
to explore a regional security structure 
with Asian features to make a safer Asian 
continent.

Xi Jinping says development is a key to all 
problems so all countries in Asia and beyond 
need to work together to promote trade and 
investment liberalization as well as to final-
ize documents for regional integration such 
as the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership. He says the Chinese side is 
working to synergize the Belt and Road 
Initiative with the development strategies of 
other countries, while also working to try to 
connect nations and promote high-quality 
economic development.

While delivering his keynote address, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said that 
combined efforts of the Conference member 
countries were also needed to further en-
hance close economic ties in the whole Asian 
space. Today our region is the driver of global 
growth. It is home to large industrial and 
technological centres, and high-capacity fi-
nancial, personnel and intellectual resources 
are concentrated here. In total, it gives the 
region unparalleled competitive advan-
tages, and they must be utilised in full for 

the common benefit to ensure sustainable 
and dynamic development.

As a coordinator of the economic dimen-
sion at the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia, 
Russia places special emphasis on the work 
on this track. Let me remind you that in 
2015, at Russia’s initiative, a business council 
was set up within the Conference with the 
participation of our countries’ business-
people, whereas for the present summit a 
memorandum on cooperation between small 
and medium-sized businesses was drafted.

We advocate increasing mutual trade and 
rejecting protectionism, illegal sanctions, 
politically motivated restrictions and barri-
ers. We are committed to enhancing invest-
ment cooperation in all areas and expanding 
industrial collaboration on the basis of the 
universal WTO rules on the principles of 
equality, respect and consideration for each 
other’s interests.

We spoke in detail about this quite recently, 
just a week ago, at the St Petersburg Eco-
nomic Forum. The essence of what we meant 

to say at the forum is that, unfortunately, real 
trade wars are breaking out in the world. In 
fact, fights without rules are underway, with 
intimidation and removing competitors 
using non-market methods. And our collec-
tive efforts are needed more than ever now to 
find a way out of this situation.

Pakistan highlighted the prevailing regional 
and international security and challenges 
confronted by the world. Addressing the 
Summit Special Assistant to the PM Dr. 
Sania Nishtar highlighted Pakistan’s suc-
cessful counterterrorism measures, and 
underscored the importance of regional 
cooperation in combatting the scourge of 
terrorism. She also underscored Pakistan’s 
commitment towards fighting terrorism, 
and finding effective solutions to combat the 
challenges of security and economic develop-
ment.

Special Envoy Dr. Sania Nishtar put 
forward Pakistan’s agenda in view of the 
evolving regional and international political 
trends, and noted that the CICA has provided 
an instrumental platform to help advance ef-
fective solutions for combatting challenges to 
peace, security and economic development. 
Dr. Nishtar’s opening statement noted, Asia 
is home to over half the global population. 
Our strength lies in our diversity and the dy-
namism of our people, who have transformed 
Asia into the world’s fastest-growing region.

The Declaration of the Summit was based 
on the theme of Shared Vision for a Secured 
and More Prosperous CICA Region. This 
Declaration invited member states to work 
towards building a mutually beneficial and 
sustainable security paradigm across the 
region, alongside pursuing goals of mutual 
development and enhanced regional con-
nectivity. She emphasized that enhanced int 
cooperation is vital for an effective counter-
terrorism strategy and so is earnestly ad-
dressing the root causes. It is in the interest 
of all States to refrain from grandstanding 
and politicization in order to combat terror-
ism effectively.

Asia is home to over half 
the global population. 

Our strength lies in our 
diversity and the dyna-

mism of our people, who 
have transformed Asia 
into the world’s fastest-

growing region

Special Envoy  
Dr. Sania Nishtar
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M
aya Angelou once 
said, “I am grateful 
to be a woman. I 
must  have done 
something great in 
another life.” There 
have  been huge 

changes for women in terms of employment 
in the past decades, with women moving 
into paid employment outside the home in 
ways that their grandmothers and even their 
mothers could only dream of, but still the 
situation needs an improvement. Women 
empowerment is not merely a term restricted 
to some specific boundaries.  

It has many aspects both social and finan-
cial. Challenges are immense but in order to 
attain the ultimate goal women in Pakistan 

and around the globe are fighting hard all 
the odds and hurdles. Gender equality is the 
actual foundation which provides base to 
women empowerment.   Gender equality is 
a fundamental and inviolable human right 
and women’s and girls’ empowerment is es-
sential to expand economic growth, promote 
social development and enhance business 
performance. The sustainable development 
goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of goals.  

The SDGs expanded on the millennium 
development goals (MDGs), which were 
agreed by governments in 2001.  Goal five 
specifically calls on governments to end all 
forms of discrimination against women and 
girls, end violence and harmful practices, 
recognise the unpaid care work that falls 
disproportionately on women, get more 
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women into leadership positions, and ensure 
women can uphold their reproductive rights.

In Pakistan women are playing their part 
for the prosperity of this country as well as 
to support their families in many prospects. 
When we have a look of the history of Paki-
stan and the struggle of its female popula-
tion, being an important figure among the 
top leaders of Pakistan, Fatima Jinnah as 
an ardent supporter of her brother Quaid-
i-azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah remained 
intact with the struggle for democracy in 
Pakistan till her death.

All Pakistan women association (APWA) 
which was founded by Begum Rana Liaquat 
Ali khan also led the women of Pakistan 
to engrave their democratic and political 
destination. Begum Jahan Ara Shah Nawaz 
and Begum Shaista Ikramullah were the first 
ladies to represent in the first Legislative 
Assembly of Pakistan. Benazir was the first 
woman Prime minister not only of Pakistan 
but of the Muslim world.

She has given her life for restoration of 
democracy as she believed, democracy is 
the best revenge. In 2008, Pakistan came 
up at number 44 in a list of 145 parliaments 
arranged in descending order for percentage 
of women members, with 22.8% women in 
its bicameral parliament. In 2013 elections, 
the position has fallen down to 65 with only 
18.1% women in both houses of parliament. 
The difference in this percentage was because 
of the declining number of women elected on 
general seats in addition to the 17% quota, 
which stands constant.

Now in the history of Pakistan the third 
female has been elevated to the position of 
Major General. Major General Nigar johar 
khan belongs to the Panjpir village of Swabi 
in KPK. His father Colonel Qadir served in 
Pakistan Army. She completed her school-
ing from Presentation Convent Girls High 
School, Rawalpindi.  In 1985 she graduated 
from Army Medical College in 1985.  In 
2010, she completed the examination for 
membership from the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Pakistan (CPSP). In 2012, she 
completed her Masters in Advance Medical 
Administration from Armed Forces Post 
Graduate Medical Institute (A`FPGMI).

 In 2015, she received a Masters degree 
in Public Health from University of Health 
Sciences (UHS), Lahore. She has the honour 
of being the first lady officer to be given com-
mand of a unit/hospital of Armed Forces. On 
Febuary 9, 2017, Nigar Johar was promoted 
to the rank of Major General. Swabi has 
produced some noticeable male generals in 
the past but it is the first time that a woman 
has reached the status of such highly ranked 
army officer. In 2015, she was featured in 
an Inter Services Public Relations (ISPR) 
video honouring women in the Pakistan 
armed forces. At the time, she was the deputy 
commandant of Combined Military Hospital 
(CMH), Rawalpindi. 

In the video, she revealed, “Pakistan is my 

country and I was born here. I was raised 
here and I think there is no match to Paki-
stan to anywhere in the world”. “Think of 
all the Muslim countries, think of all those 
developing nations. This is the only country 
which has had female general officers. No 
one else,” she added. Before her, Brigadier 
Shahida Malik was promoted to the ranks 
of Major General in 2002 under the order 
of General Pervaiz Musharraf, making her 
the first ever woman to get into the list of 
serving Generals.

The second woman to earn the rank of 
Major General was Brigadier Shahida Bad-
shah.  Major General Nigar is of the view 
that despite the fact that women have to face 

many difficulties, they should be determined 
in their life and their profession. These hur-
dles are not just confined to Pakistan. Every 
woman in any part of the world use to face 
such issues. Determination and dedication 
is the only way out. Maj General Nigar is 
the real example and actually epitome of 
struggle.

The role and presence of women in a 
society can’t be neglected therefore it is 
essential to acknowledge their role in order 
to give them the due applause as well as to 
encourage them so they can exceed. This 
role is not confined to some particular limits 
rather should be taken as mandatory one in 
every sphere of life. Women empowerment 
is not merely a separate entity to act upon. 
There are several attached phenomenon 
which need equal consideration and space to 
engrave the practical or pragmatic outcomes 

out of the whole.
Every person, male, female, young or 

old has their peculiar challenges but as a 
woman, the struggles are seemingly more 
glaring. Career success means different 
things to different people, from pay, status 
and promotion, to self-development, recog-
nition, autonomy and being able to make 
a difference. Our definitions of success are 
often influenced by external realities. These 
realities may influence how women concep-
tualise success. Women have been known 
to be skilled multi-taskers and bonafide 
dove-tailers.

Whether it is taking care of a gazillion 
chores at home or tackling the varied agen-

das at work, women have been donning 
and doffing their multi-hued hats with flair. 
What is it about success that women are 
so afraid of? To start with, they have a lot 
more to lose. They sacrifice their family life 
or develop a complex juggling routine where 
their personal and professional lives are bal-
anced precariously between career success 
and quality time with the parents, husband 
and children.

Women are conditioned to think that they 
cannot have it all without paying some sort 
of price. There is a fine line between “award” 
and “reward” and after seeing the success 
of Major General Nigar one can learn that 
there is nothing to fear and a lot to gain from 
celebrating your success. It is surprising how 
many women have not stopped to consider 
what’s important to them and where they 
are headed.
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Do not measure 
love in length of 

time; feel it in 
the rhythm of 

heartbeats, and live 
it to the fullest in 

pristine moments 
of worship. Time is 

composed of infi-
nite living moments. 
Time is on a mission 

to explore life

The Cloud 
above the Land

E
ach moment has a living spirit. “I 
can’t forget that night when I saw 
your face, and I saw a paragon of 
beauty and charm. I found out 
that words to express your beauty 
were far from sufficient. Only 
then I understood the meaning of 

love as my ever free heart had been enslaved by the 
moment of love,” a Cloud said to the Land. The face 
of Land was brightened with joy, but she casually 
said, “You are a vagabond, always on the move. I do 
not trust your words.”

“I travel to see the beauty of life. Do not accuse 
me for that. But my love for you has not lessened 
from that magical moment,” came the reply. The 
Land wanted him to stay there forever, but did not 
say a word. Then she said, “Do not be mistaken for 
my beauty. It is spring time; the time of youth and 
virility.” “Spring is to be lived before autumn arrives!” 
he said emphatically.  

She further probed, “How can I trust you?” The 
Cloud bowed in reverence, but did not speak.

The skies above, listening to the conversation, 
smiled and mumbled somewhat indifferently: “Do 

not measure love in length of time; feel it 
i n  t h e 

rhythm of heartbeats, and live it to the fullest in 
pristine moments of worship. Time is composed 
of infinite living moments. Time is on a mission 
to explore life. Change is the spirit of time, as 
so distinct is the spirit of every single moment. 
Time is a vagabond, a nomad; never try to chain 
the boundless time in a casket of coherence. The 
magical power of a moment is the power of life. Why 
be scared of change and not open the doors to the 
moment of love?”

She was not impressed by his act of submission. 
She needed an assurance through words of pledge. 
Her heart was smitten by his expression of love, but 
it was not strong enough to make him stay closer. 
The Land stayed there in numbness, the Cloud 
hovered in restlessness, and finally moved to a far 
horizon. Before disappearing, he looked back for a 
brief moment. Their eyes met, and found the traces 
of budding love. She did not call him, he could not 
stop her; both departed, but with a burning desire 
to fall back to each other. The moment of Time 
carrying the spirit of love was not far off.

The approaching summer was cruel to her. The 
heat waves were unbearable. The Land was full of 
summer fruits and orchards, but the burdens of life 
were unbearable in those hot summers. A shadow 

was needed to calm life. And 
there 
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she saw the hovering Cloud on the horizon. 
She looked at him, but again did not say a 
word. The Cloud turned back and waved 
with honey in his eyes. It melted her heart, 
and she said softly to him, “Are you not tired 
of your journey? Why don’t you stay in the 
comfort of companionship?” He replied, “No 
one has ever asked me this with so much 
longing!” And then a muted conversation 
began between the two.

“I carry oceans on my bosom. Have you 
seen the tidal waves in the moonlight? They 
are always intense and high, aiming to touch 
the sky. Such are my yearnings to reach you, 
dear Cloud!”

“How mistaken was I! I was always envi-
ous of the moon, and spent many nights in 
jealousy. Whenever I saw his bright face, I 
thought the summer tidal waves were for the 
moon. Ah, much folly lies in our judgements, 
my dear Land!”

“Come, and live here,” was the cry. The 
Cloud moved closer towards the Land. Then 
pleasant breeze reigned the Land, playing 
joyfully. Life was rejuvenating. As the Cloud 
drew closer, his eyes became wet due to 
the powerful emotions of love. The Cloud 
wept with joy of love. It burst the whole 
night. The Cloud knew, but the Land never 
understood that the pouring drops of rain 
were in fact the tears from the eyes of the 
wandering Cloud. The vagabond was home, 
surrendering to love. In the heartbeats of the 
two lovers, and in full grasp of the moment 
of union, love thrived with perfect happiness. 
The skies above also affirmed the fertility of 
love and continuity of life. The life again 
started breathing on the Land with new 
hopes and dreams.

Then approached the autumn days of 
life, borne out of the pains of routine and 
monotony.

The Cloud, as it lived with the Land, saw 
many injustices there on the Land. The poor 
always stood easy prey for the powerful. The 
Land grew enough food, but the multitude 
often slept hungry. There was so much waste 
on the Land for adornment of the rich, but 
not enough for the shelter of the feeble. They 

slept hungry, walked 

barefoot, lived in misfortune; their cries went 
unheard and prayers never rewarded.

The wretched of the Land always waited for 
a messiah, but were tricked every time. This 
misery and plight of many suffocated the 
spirit of the 
nomad. The 
Cloud could 
not  sus ta in 
th is  apathy 
for long as the 
Land was busy 
in managing 
the affairs of 
her thriving 
offspring. 
T h e y  b o t h 
a r g u e d  f o r 
long .  T heir 
long talks and 
debates led to 
nowhere, but 
dried the love 
in their hearts. 
T h e y  w e r e 
not aware of 
the power of 
silence, and 
v i r t u e s  o f 
solitude; lost 
in the desire 
to win over 
the other. The more they talked to prove 
the argument, the more bitterness grew in 
the inner caves of breast, and the love was 
a fallen rose in those moments of disagree-
ment.

And one night, the Cloud looked at Land’s 
face and he found nothing. The living spirit 
of the moment had changed. She was the 
same, but there was no love. He thought 
why in life things appear the same but the 
feelings attached get changed? The skies 
above did not tell him that the objects and 
their adornment, love, all change under the 
magical power of the moments.

Their moment of separation had arrived.
On one dark night, the Cloud escaped from 

the sleeping love of the Land. His heart was 
desolate, his dreams were empty, and his 
destiny was unknown. Yet the Cloud was 

happy to be free from 

the shackles of love that had enslaved him 
to mundane affairs of life. His ideals once 
again touched the skies much high above the 
Land as he pledged to remove the stains of 
injustice from her once beautiful face.

Next morning when she woke up, the pangs 
of separation waited for her. She looked up in 
the skies, and saw the cloud fading away over 
the horizon. She was certain that the Cloud 
would look back. The Cloud might have, 
but their gaze never met. In times of great 
sorrows, the Land went dry and cold. There 
began the days and nights of cold winter in 
the life of love that once gave birth to life.

On one night of solitude and silence, the 
Land prayed from the skies for the safety of 
the Cloud. She also prayed for their union. 
There was much to share and cherish, despite 
her dry bosom and lifeless dreams. The skies 
in moments of love and mercy, looked kindly 
at the lonely Land. Her yearning for love and 
life shall not go unanswered; the skies mused 
on completing the cycle of life.

The nature has gifted the Spring to Life. 
The remaining seasons complete the cycle 
of Life for its continuation. Spring is always 
present in the Nature; it is the Life that has 
to find it. Hovering over distant lands, the 
Cloud felt the rejuvenation of the moments 
of love. He looked backed and felt his gaze 
met the wandering gaze of the Land in the 
cosmos. After many sleepless nights and 
empty days of cold winter, the Land for 
the first time felt a pleasant warm breeze 
on her face. Heart filled with joy, the Land 
smiled and giggled. Her faith in love stood 
reincarnated in the approaching spring. The 
continuity of Life and longing for Love are 
inseparable in Nature.

On a pleasant spring night, a boy was sit-
ting next to a young and beautiful girl in the 
beautiful garden of life. They were laughing, 
chatting and giggling under the magical spell 
of moment of love. And suddenly, the boy said 
to the girl, “I can’t forget that night when I 
saw your face, and I saw a paragon of beauty 
and charm. I found out that words to express 
your beauty were far from sufficient. Only 
then I understood the meaning of love as my 
ever free heart was enslaved by the moment 
of love.  

On one dark 
night, the Cloud 

escaped from the 
sleeping love of 

the Land. His heart 
was desolate, 

his dreams were 
empty, and his 

destiny was 
unknown. Yet the 
Cloud was happy 

to be free from the 
shackles of love 

that had enslaved 
him to mundane 

affairs of life.
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CPEC to usher in era of progress: FM Qureshi
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi says government is fully committed to the completion of all China Pakistan Economic Corridor projects and initiatives on 
time. Addressing CPEC forum in Islamabad this afternoon, he said CPEC is a flagship project of Road and Belt Initiative which is a sprawling concept of trade and 
connectivity. Foreign Minister said first phase of CPEC focused on infrastructure development and energy generation while in second phase industrial cooperation 
and socio economic development are our highest priorities. The Minister said we have set up special economic zones that will help meet these objectives. He 
said cooperation in agriculture between the two countries is increasing at a fast pace. He said CPEC will benefit all marginalized areas of Pakistan, especially 
Balochistan. He said Chinese projects are commercial and public oriented. The Minister said cooperation in science and technology with China is also important. 
He said CPEC is the beginning of a new dawn that will usher in a new era of progress and prosperity. 
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China Tourism & Cultural Week held in Islamabad
A week-long celebrations of China Tourism and Cultural Week 2019 held at Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA). It is a global event 
celebrated throughout the world by China. Wuhan Tourism Promotion, Gala Performance, Photo Exhibition on the topic of Beautiful China and 
special lectures on Tourism and Culture would be organized by China Cultural Center in Pakistan during week-long celebrations. The event was 
organized by China Cultural Center in Pakistan and Wuhan Tourism Promotional  Event, China in collaboration with Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China in Pakistan to celebrate the China Tourism and Cultural Week 2019 in Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Artists  from Wuhan Arts Troupe, as 
well as Pakistani Artists from National Performing Arts Group of PNCA performed in Gala Performance on Tuesday.
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Russia Day celebrated in Islamabad
The Embassy of Federation of Russia in Islamabad observed Day of Russia here in Islamabad. Newly appointed Russian Ambassador Danila V. 
Ganich hosted a reception which was attended by top civil and military personalities, senior bureaucrats, senior journalists and intellectuals of 
capital city. Federal Minister for Power Omar Ayub Khan was guest of honour while Muhammad Arsallah Khan Honorary Consul Russian Federation 
in Peshwar and Honorary Consul General of Russian Federation in Lahore Habib Rafiq were also present. This was first Day of Russia hosted by new 
Ambassador Danila Ganich who was appointed Russian Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan by the 
Executive Order of the President of Russia № 156 on April 11, 2019. After the disintegration of former Soviet Union, the Federation of Russia went 
through several phases linked with the adoption of the new Russian Constitution, the national flag, anthem, and emblem of the Russian Federation.

Diplomatic Corner
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Colorful Africa Day celebrated
African Day festival organised by the African countries represented in Pakistan, provided a real feast to people of Islamabad. Visitors enjoyed traditional 
African delicacies. Cultural performances by African artists added color to African day festivities.  Dean of African Group and Ambassador of Tunisia Adel 
Elarbi on behalf of all African colleagues expressed heartfelt appreciation and thanks to President Dr Arif Alvi for his congratulations and best wishes 
on the occasion of 56th African Day. This, he said, reflected a special attention given by Pakistan to Africa. A large number of guests hailing from various 
walks of life attended the event. Federal Minister for Food Security Sahibzada Mahboob Sultan was the chief guest. All African countries represented in 
Pakistan established their stalls. Embassy of Palestine also set up stall where various Palestinian delicacies were displayed. The Federal Minister went 
to each and every stall where he was briefed about different items displayed at the respective stall. 
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T
hese European parliamentary 
elections were considered the most 
consequential in years. And voter 
turnout reflected that at more 
than 50 percent across Europe, 
it was the highest in two decades. 
The European parliamentary 

elections were expected to test the rise of the far 
right and their nationalistic, populist, and generally 
euroskeptic approach to the EU.

The far right holds about 25 percent of the seats in 
the European Parliament, up from about 20 percent. 
It’s their best showing ever, but also not exactly a 
European sweep. And the nationalist parties did 
better in some EU countries compared to others.

Support has instead gone to the fringes though 
parties like the Greens and even some of the 
nationalist parties have become such a force that 
it’s a little disingenuous to call them “fringe.” They’re 

cutting into support for the mainstream parties, a 
trend that’s been repeated in elections in Germany, 
Spain, and elsewhere.

But the pro-EU center is not depleted; instead, it’s 
reemerged among the Greens and liberals and other 
smaller centrist parties. This means the Greens, 
along with liberals, will likely be the kingmakers in 
the new European Parliament, as the center-right 
and center-left will need to rely on them to get their 
agendas passed.

However, a fragmented approach also kept the 
EU Summit under tight grip because EU leaders 
summit broke up in Brussels without an agreement 
on who should take over the bloc’s top jobs. The 
group’s failed to reach an agreement about the 
five top EU jobs including the Presidents of the 
European Council and of the European Commission 
during the meeting which ran until 2am CET on 
Friday morning.

Efforts to win 
a compromise 

took a further hit 
earlier this month 
when Macron’s 
ally in Brussels, 

French liberal 
group leader 

Nathalie Loiseau,  
dismissed 
Weber as 
ectoplasm

Top 
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The logjam could also delay appointments 
to other major roles such as President of 
the European Central Bank and the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs. Outgoing European Commission 
President Donald Tusk says he will organise 
another summit on 30 June to try to agree on 
a candidate before July 2 when the European 
parliament’s new MEPs sit for the first time. 
The bloc’s five top jobs are still up for grabs: 
Presidents of the European Commission 
and European Council, foreign policy chief, 
speaker of the European Parliament and 
Director of the European Central Bank.

To win the top job as President of the 
European Commission, a candidate must 
first be nominated by a qualified majority 
of the European Council 21 national 
leaders then win approval by a majority 
of the European Parliament, or 376 of the 

751 MEPs. In previous years, the largest 
political grouping in the parliament shapes 
the Commission, but the European election 
results have left no political grouping with a 
clear majority. The two main groups have lost 
their majority for the first time in the history 
of the parliament as voters moved towards 
pro-European alliances, Greens or populist 
anti-EU parties.

This has been made worse by disagreements 
between France and Germany. At previous 
summits, Franco-German hegemony has built 
support around a single, favoured candidate. 
But this time, Chancellor Angela Merkel, who 
supports centre-right technocrat Manfred 
Weber, and President Emmanuel Macron who 
has floated other candidates including centre-
left Frans Timmermans, Brexit negotiator 
Michel Barnier or Competition Commissioner 

Margrethe Vestager.
Efforts to win a compromise took a further 

hit earlier this month when Macron’s ally in 
Brussels, French liberal group leader Nathalie 
Loiseau,  dismissed Weber as ectoplasm. 
Having agreed a non-negotiable extension to 
the UK’s Article 50 deadline for leaving the 
EU until October 31, European leaders had 
been looking forward to their first summit 
in years where Brexit was not on the agenda.

However, as the UK’s EU membership was 
extended to October 31, EU leaders agreed 
at their European Council summit in April 
to review progress at this June gathering. 
Jean-Claude Juncker and European Council 
president Donald Tusk are expected to 
give a short update, including on the EU’s 
preparedness for a no deal scenario.

The final two candidates to be the UK’s next 
prime minister have both suggested they will 

seek further negotiations over the Irish border 
backstop. The current favourite to succeed 
May, former foreign secretary Boris Johnson, 
has said he plans to leave the EU with or 
without a deal on 31 October while his rival, 
the current foreign secretary Jeremy Hunt, 
says it was wrong to consider the deadline a 
“hard stop” and wants to continue negotations.

At the final press conference of the EU 
Summit, President of the European Council 
Donald Tusk and President of the European 
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker reiterated 
the withdrawal agreement was not open for 
negotiation. On the issues concerning Brexit 
there was nothing new. Nothing new because 
we repeated unanimously that there will no 
renegotiation of the withdrawal agreement, 
said Juncker.

The EU27 leaders also said they looked 

forward to working with the future British 
prime minister, want to avoid a disorderly 
Brexit, and establish a close relationship 
with the UK, said Tusk. The EU Council 
conclusions on Thursday were also notably 
missing the ambitious target of achieving 
carbon neutrality by 2050 after facing 
opposition from eastern states including 
Poland and the Czech Republic. It was instead 
relegated to a footnote that reads: For a large 
majority of Member States, climate neutrality 
must be achieved by 2050.

Greenpeace blamed French President 
Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel for failing to get the unanimous 
support needed. Merkel and Macron failed 
to convince Poland and bring others on 
board. With people on the streets demanding 
action and warnings from scientists that 
the window to respond is closing fast, our 
governments had a chance to lead from the 
front and put Europe on a rapid path to full 
decarbonisation. They blew it, said EU climate 
policy adviser Sebastian Mang in a statement.

Eight countries are pushing for a firm 
commitment to the ambitious draft climate 
plan for 2050. Cyprus, Denmark, Latvia, 
Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal, 
Spain and Sweden all want to send a strong 
message of European leadership ahead 
of a landmark United Nations summit in 
September, according to Euracity. Theresa 
May also committed the UK to being 
completely carbon neural by 2050 as one of 
her final acts as prime minister last week.

However, other member states, including 
Estonia, Hungary and Poland, want to stick 
to existing targets and say the deadline for 
climate neutrality zero emissions should be 
softened to “mid-century” rather than the 
explicit date of 2050. A recent audit showed 
the EU is on track to meet its headline 
pledge of cutting emissions by 40% by 2030. 
However, there is concern that tough new 
targets will hurt competitiveness and cost 
jobs.

Speaking during their press conference 
after the summit broke up in the early hours 
of Friday morning, Jean-Claude Juncker 
and Donald Tusk spoke about the territorial 
conflict between Cyprus and Turkey. The 
two countries have had no diplomatic 
relations since 1974 when Turkey annexed 
the northern half of the island and called it 
Northern Cyprus in response to an attempted 
annexation of the entire island by Greece.

To this day Turkey controls the northern 
half of the island but it is not recognised as 
an independent country by anyone other than 
Ankara. But the conflict has reached breaking 
point in recent days after Turkey sent ships to 
begin oil and natural gas exploration in the 
disputed waters in Cyprus’ Karpas peninsula. 
Juncker said the European Commission was 
developing ways to respond to Turkey’s actions 
which he said were unacceptable and resolve 
the conflict but said there would not be soft 
measures.
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Italian envoy hosts reception on National Day
Italian ambassador to Pakistan Stefano Pontecorvo hosted a well-attended reception to mark his country’s National Day or Festa della Repubblica. The 
Republic Day is celebrated on June 2 but the Italian embassy scheduled it few days later due to Eid holidays. The reception was attended by ministers, 
politicians, bureaucrats, diplomats and journalists. Stefano Pontecorvo said that the Republic Day was a day off work for many people in Italy. The events 
included official ceremonies, military parades and laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, inside the Altare della Patria in Rome. Outside 
Italy, many Italian diplomats in embassies celebrate this day worldwide, he said. On June 2, 1946, many Italians had voted in a referendum to get rid of 
the monarchy and for the country to become a republic. The public was hostile to the monarchy, which had supported Benito Mussolini’s rule. Around that 
time, the Italian royal family was also exiled from Italy.



MélangeJuly 2019 45

BIG Story



Mélange July 201946

Tribute

P
akistan and Qatar enjoy the 
cordial brotherly relations 
since ever. Over the decades, 
diplomatic missions and en-
thusiastic diplomats of both 
the countries played their due 
role in the promotion of these 

bilateral ties between both the countries. The 
first diplomatic presence of the State of Qatar 
in Islamabad goes back to 1973. Since then, 
the Embassy of the State of Qatar in Pakistan 
has been working to deepen the bilateral rela-
tions between both countries in various areas. 

Ambassador of Qatar Saqr bin Mubarak 
Al-Mansouri is always active in enhancing 
the communications between the Embassy   
and Pakistanis relevant institutions and 
masses with optimism to meet the needs 
of the citizen for any questions about the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. In this regard, 
he emphasizes on the good and characteristic 
relations existing between the State of Qatar 
and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and 
makes all efforts to develop and promote 
these relations to even better level, according 
to the common vision and ambition of the 
leaders of the two countries.

According him, Pak - Qatar relations are 
constantly evolving, as we have strategic and 
historical ties with Pakistan and we seek 
to strengthen and support them in various 
fields. This is because Pakistan is a very 
important country for us and it has its value 
in the region. The High Command urges us 
to do more to strengthen relations between 
Pakistan and Qatar. Therefore, he is very 
active in the promotion of bilateral ties for 
the mutual benefit of both the countries. In 
this regard, he frequently holds conducive 
interactions and meetings with Pakistani 
higher officials and leaders. He also played 
key role in the making the recent visit of Amir 
of Qatar His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani to Pakistan a success story.
In May this year, in a meeting with Speaker 
National Assembly here, the Ambassador 
Saqr bin Mubarak Al-Mansouri said Qatari 
National Assembly was also keen to enhance 
its cooperation with National Assembly of 
Pakistan. He expressed confidence that fra-
ternal ties between both the countries would 
further strengthen by frequent interaction 
between the parliamentarians of the two 
countries and economic cooperation.

The Ambassador informed that Qatri inves-
tors were keen to take part in the economic 
activities in Pakistan and various agreements 
have been signed for investment in agricul-
ture, power and manufacturing sectors. He 
also assured his government’s support for 
socio-economic uplift of marginalized seg-
ments of the society, health, education and 
sanitation.

In an important interaction with rep-
resentatives of business community from 
Rawalpindi in January last year, the Ambas-
sador discussed bilateral relations between 
the two countries, especially with regard to 

Productive & Result Oriented Diplomacy

Ambassador of Qatar 
Saqr bin Mubarak 

Al-Mansouri



MélangeJuly 2019 47

Tribute

enhancing trade exchange between the two 
countries and the importance of developing 
it. He indicated that Qatar was interested to 
build two power plants in Pakistan for which 
initial studies were in progress. Qatari and 
Chinese companies were already working on 
four coal-based power plants in Pakistan and 
construction of two power plants by Qatar 
would go a long way in reducing Pakistan’s 
energy problem.

He said Qatar was giving priority to Pa-
kistan for promoting trade and economic 
relations and signing of LNG deal between 
Pakistan and Qatar was a positive develop-
ment to bring the two countries even closer. 
Next meeting of Qatar-Pakistan Joint Min-
isterial Committee will be held in Pakistan 
this year which would be a good forum to 
discuss new areas of mutual cooperation. 
Over 112000 Pakistanis were working in 
Qatar and making useful contribution to its 
economic development. Qatar planned to 
import more manpower from Pakistan for 
its various ongoing projects.

In a separate business natured interaction 
with representatives of business community 
from the federal capital here, Ambassador 
Saqr bin Mubarak Al-Mansouri said that 
exchange of trade delegations was an effective 
tool to explore new areas of trade promotion. 
Qatar was already importing many Pakistani 
products including rice, medical equipment, 
medicines, sports goods, dry fruits, leather 
products, fish etc. and was interested to 
import more products from Pakistan. Qatar 
allowed 100% foreign investment in specific 
sectors and Pakistani investors should take 
benefit of such incentives. Both countries 
have good potential to enhance cooperation 
in many fields and his Embassy was ready to 
cooperate with Pakistani entrepreneurs in 
finding out business prospects in his country.

In April this year while speaking to 
Peshawar based journalists in embassy in 
Islamabad, Ambassador Saqr bin Mubarak 
Al-Mansouri said that Pakistan and Qatar 
are brotherly Islamic countries having strong 

economic relations and both are sincere in 
strengthening these bonds.

Qatat would provide jobs to 100,000 
Pakistanis in different fields. The purpose of 
the Qatar-hosted talks between the Afghan 
Taliban, the United States of America and the 
Afghan government at Doha was the restora-
tion of peace in Afghanistan. He maintained 
that all the Islamic countries were ready to 
play a role in restoring peace and stability 
in Kabul.

 He said there was no confusion over the 
LNG agreement between Pakistan and Qatar 
as it was signed between the two govern-
ments. There were vast opportunities in the 
energy and agriculture sectors in Qatar and 
this had discussed with the government of 
Pakistan. Qatar would require manpower for 
the World Cup football to be held in 2022. 
More than 1,200 Pakistani industrialists 
were playing a role in the development of 
Qatar. Thousands of Pakistanis were serving 
in the police and army in Qatar. Pakistan is 
ranked 13th in trade with his country.

In December last year, while speaking at the 
inauguration ceremony of the Qatar Visa Fa-
cilitation Centre in Islamabad, Ambassador 
Saqr Bin Mubarak said that the visa process 
was handled by the Qatari government in 
the past, however, applicants could now get 
their visas processed and approved through 
this new facilitation centre. Applicants would 
have to get their biometric verifications done 
at the centres. Additionally, medical tests 
would be conducted to certify their health 
and fitness. Similar centres would be opening 
in other major cities as well.
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China, Russia concerned over 
US troops in Middle East

BEIJING/MOSCOW: China on Tuesday 
warned against opening a “Pandora’s box” 
in the Middle East, while Russia called for 
restraint to avoid escalations after the United 
States announced the deployment of 1,000 
additional troops to the region amid esca-
lating tensions with Iran. Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi also urged Tehran to not abandon 
the nuclear agreement “so easily” after Iran 
said it would exceed its uranium stockpile 
limit if world powers fail to fulfil their com-
mitments under the agreement in 10 days.

The United States ratcheted up pressure on 
Iran Monday, announcing the deployment 
of additional troops to the Middle East and 
producing new photographs it said showed 
Tehran was behind an attack on a tanker ship 
in the Gulf of Oman last week. “We call on 
all parties to remain rational and restrained, 
not to take any actions to provoke the esca-
lation of tension in the region, and not to 
open a Pandora’s box,” Wang told reporters 
in Beijing during a joint press conference 
with visiting Syrian Foreign Minister Walid 
Muallem.

Trade tensions will benefit 
none: IMF

Trade tensions between the United States and 
China will not benefit any party over the long 
term, Managing Director of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Christine Lagarde 
said while speaking at a press conference at 
the Bank Negara Malaysia Museum and Art 
Gallery in in Kuala Lumpur. Lagarde said the 
climate of trade tension was not conducive to 
global trade, and countries such as Malaysia, 
which were deeply involved in the supply 
chain, could see sluggish growth.

We don’t take a political view, but what 
we observe and have been observing is that 

trade tensions, trade wars are beneficial to 
none, she said. Specifically on the Malaysian 
economy, Lagarde said the IMF had forecast 
a growth of 4.5 percent, lower than the pre-
dictions of the Malaysian authorities and this 
was attributed to the trade tensions.

Lagarde said the IMF was concerned 
that trade tensions would slow the global 
economy next year, pointing to the 25-per-
cent tariffs on certain Chinese goods by the 
United States. We are concerned that trade 
tensions could actually have a significant 
impact on global growth and the work that 
we want done at the IMF indicates that we 
could fear a reduction of 0.5 percent of global 
growth in 2020 as a result of the tariffs, she 
said.

NATO lauds Pak role in 
regional peace

 

Secretary General North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, Jens Stoltenberg has appreci-
ated Pakistan’s crucial role in Afghan peace 
process. This was expressed by him during a 
meeting with Foreign Minister Makhdoom 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi in a meeting here. 
The Secretary General said Pakistan’s posi-
tive role is imperative for regional peace and 
stability.

He said NATO want to work with Pakistan 
on bilateral understanding. Foreign Minis-
ter Shah Mahmood Qureshi said there are 
similarities in its work vogue for regional 
peace. The two leaders talked at length on 
the security issues concerning Pakistan and 
the Western Alliance with Afghanistan and 
Kashmir.

On the occasion, FM Qureshi declared 
meeting with North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg positive. He said that matters 
pertaining to India, Afghanistan and overall 
regional situation were discussed in the 
meeting. Terming GSP Plus status to Paki-
stan vital, the foreign minister said that the 
volume of bilateral trade with the European 
Union will increase by status.

Earlier in the day, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi had visited North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO) Headquar-
ters and met with Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg.

Matters of Pakistan-NATO partnership, 
regional security and the peace process in 

Afghanistan were discussed during the meet-
ing. FM Qureshi had said that Pakistan and 
NATO hold eight security level agreements 
since 2010. NATO helped Pakistan in every 
difficult time and also took part in the relief 
operation of the 2005 deadly earthquake, 
Qureshi had said.

Russian parliament okays INF 
treaty suspension

The upper chamber of the Russian parlia-
ment passed a bill Wednesday to suspend 
the country’s participation in the Interme-
diate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), a 
landmark nuclear disarmament treaty.  The 
Council of Federation voted unanimously for 
adopting the bill. The INF treaty has been 
widely seen as a cornerstone of European 
security in the post-Cold War era after the 
US and Russia signed it in 1987. It prohibits 
both countries from possessing and testing 
ground launch missiles with a range between 
300-3,100 miles.

In October 2018, US President Donald 
Trump announced an exit from the pact, ac-
cusing Moscow for violating it. In a tit-for-tat 
response, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said Feb. 2 that Moscow was suspending its 
obligations under the INF treaty done legally 
March 4.

Pak, EU ink strategic engage-
ment plan

Pakistan and the European Union (EU) 
have signed a Strategic Engagement Plan 
for cooperation in several areas including 
trade, peace and security, migrant issues and 
anti-money laundering measures. Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi and the 
EU’s High Representative for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy Federica Mogherini 
inked the agreement at a ceremony held in 
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Brussels, Belgium.
Speaking to reporters after signing the pact, 

Qureshi said the Strategic Engagement Plan 
was a long-term resolve to further boost 
cooperation between Pakistan and the EU. 
The framework includes promoting mutual 
peace and prosperity, trade and investment, 
sustainable development, energy, education 
and culture and addressing migrant issues.

Denmark gets youngest prime 
minister

Denmark on Wednesday became the third 
Nordic country this year to form a leftist 
government after Social Democratic leader 
Mette Frederiksen finalised terms for a one-
party minority government, making her the 
country’s youngest-ever prime minister.

While the new left-leaning government 
is unlikely to fundamentally change Den-
mark’s economic policy, Frederiksen, 41, has 
promised to increase welfare spending after 
years of austerity. A bloc of five left-leaning 
opposition parties led by Frederiksen’s Social 
Democratic Party won a majority in a June 
5 election, prompting centre-right leader 
Lars Lokke Rasmussen to resign as prime 
minister.

It is with great pleasure I can announce that 
after three weeks of negotiations, we have a 
majority to form a new government, she said. 
Ageing populations have prompted Nordic 
governments to chip away at the cradle-to-
grave welfare state, but the June 5 election 
showed clear support among Danish voters 
for leftist parties. It also dealt a blow to right-
wing nationalists, who lost more than half of 
their votes compared with 2015.

While the leftist opposition bloc received a 
convincing majority, support for the Social 
Democratic Party declined slightly compared 
with the 2015 vote. But it remained the 
country’s biggest party. Despite differences 
among left-leaning parties over issues such 
as welfare and immigration, Frederiksen got 
their backing to form a one-party minority 

government, a common arrangement in Den-
mark.

Russian S-400 system deliv-
ery to Turkey in July

Russia will make first delivery of the S-400 
missile systems to Turkey in July, Russian 
news agencies cited the head of Russian 
state arms exporter saying on Wednesday, 
in accordance with the earlier-stated plans.

We are making first delivery in July as part 
of our plans; Alexander Mikheev is quoted 
as saying by RIA news agency. The plans 
of Turkey, a NATO member, have irked 
Washington, which threatened with sanc-
tions against Ankara if it goes ahead with 
the purchase.

Russia said on June 11 that it plans to 
deliver its S-400 missile defense systems to 
Turkey in July, just days after Washington 
gave Ankara a deadline of July 31 to reverse 
the purchase or face the loss of subcontract-
ing work on the U.S.-led F-35 fighter-jet 
project.

NATO allies Turkey and the United States 
have sparred for months over Ankara’s order 
for the S-400s, which are not compatible 
with the alliance’s systems. Kremlin foreign-
policy adviser Yury Ushakov told reporters 
on June 11 in Moscow that the agreements 
reached between Russia and Turkey are being 
fulfilled on time in the given context. There 
are no bilateral problems.

WTO concerned over US farm 
spending, Brexit plans

China, India, the European Union, Ukraine 
and Australia expressed serious concerns at 
the World Trade Organization’s agriculture 
committee about US farm subsidies worth 
$28 billion over two years, a Geneva trade 
official said. Many countries also raised 

concerns about the EU’s proposed handling 
of agricultural tariff rate quotas if Britain 
leaves the EU in a hard Brexit, the official 
said fearing they would lose market share 
if Britain started competing as an exporter 
to the bloc.

Washington told the WTO’s agriculture 
committee in February that a $12 billion 
market facilitation package to assist farmers 
hit by trade disruptions would be a one-
off. But last month it announced a second 
tranche of up to $16 billion. A US diplomat 
told the committee on Wednesday that $8.57 
billion had been paid out for the 2018 crop 
year as of June 7. An Australian diplomat 
said the U.S. subsidies were equivalent to 
two-thirds of Australia’s entire agricultural 
output and the policy risked distorting the 
world market, the official said.

US-China trade war to 
narrow global GDP: Fitch

The US’ additional 25% tariffs on $300 
billion of imports from China will narrow 
global output by nearly 0.4 percentage points 
in 2020, warned Fitch on Wednesday. The 
global rating agency revised its global GDP 
estimates downward from 2.8% to 2.7% for 
2019 and from 2.7% to 2.4% for 2020, ac-
cording to a press release. Trade tensions in 
the global area will escalate rapidly due to the 
US imposition of tariffs on Chinese imports, 
it predicted.

Last month, US President Donald Trump 
decided to increase tariffs to 25% for $200 
billion of imports from China. Earlier this 
June, Trump also threatened China with a 
new tariff on $300 billion worth of imports. 
Fitch data showed South Korea’s GDP would 
see the biggest impact from the trade wars 
1.29 percentage points in 2020. China and 
Russia followed Korea with 0.77 percentage 
points and 0.54 percentage points, respec-
tively. Turkey’s GDP will see a low impact 
from trade wars, with 0.10 percentage points, 
according to Fitch estimates. Fitch’s forecast 
for US GDP in 2020 also narrowed 0.46 
percentage points.

Fitch has assumed a scenario in which the 
US imposes import tariffs at 25% on $300 
billion of goods from China and China 
retaliates by imposing a 25% tariff on $20 
billion of US imports untouched by the trade 
war so far, and by raising the tariff rate on 
$100 billion of US imports already subject 
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to new tariffs to 50%. For China and the 
US, the tariffs would initially feed through 
to lower export volumes and higher import 
prices, with the latter raising firms’ costs and 
reducing real wages, the report said.

The pound looks worse than 
Euro

LONDON:  The pound will tumble to levels 
not seen since 2017 against the euro as Brexit 
turmoil outweighs a dovish European Central 
Bank, according to analysts. Sterling is likely 
to slide toward 92 pence per euro by year-
end, about 3 per cent below current levels 
and a rate not seen in 21 months, according 
to JPMorgan Chase & Co. That pessimism 
toward the currency is starting to be priced 
in the options market, where the cost of puts 
relative to calls is approaching the highest 
since April.

The pound has slumped against the euro 
this quarter as the risks to Britain’s cur-
rency from the contest to replace UK. Prime 
Minister Theresa May and October’s Brexit 
deadline mount. The slide reflects investors’ 
scepticism about the Bank of England’s 
stance that rates may have to rise if the 
economy develops in line with its forecasts. 
With momentum slowing around the world, 
markets are, in fact, pricing in the chance of 
a BOE rate cut next year.

Coal gets $64b lifeline from 
G-20 governments

Asian governments are stepping up their 
support for coal-fired power plants, hand-
ing a lifeline worth $64 billion a year to an 
industry struggling to maintain investment 
from private investors. The finding from four 
research organisations contrasts with pledges 
by the Group of 20 (G-20) nations to rein 
in greenhouse gases and wean the world off 

the most polluting fossil fuel. China, India 
and Japan were responsible for the biggest 
proportion of that spending.

The report released in advance of the 
G-20’s annual summit in Osaka, Japan, 
underscores the importance of government-
backed development banks and export credit 
agencies, which were major conduits for the 
increased financing. Their backing for coal 
explains why more plants are being built even 
as commercial banks and utilities have scaled 
back investment.

It has now been 10 years since the G-20 
committed to phasing out subsidies for fossil 
fuels, yet astonishingly some governments 
are actually increasing the amount they give 
to coal power, said Mr Ipek Gencsu, lead 
author of the report and a researcher at the 
Overseas Development Institute, a charity 
backed by the UK government.

Pompeo pays unannounced 
visit to Kabul

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo met 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani during an 
unannounced visit to Kabul on Tuesday to 
discuss ongoing peace talks with the Taleban 
and the security situation ahead of Afghan 
presidential polls in September. Pompeo 
stopped over on his way to New Delhi for 
meetings with Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and other officials.

With so much going on in the world right 
now it’s sometimes easy to forget about 
America’s commitment here to Afghanistan, 
but the world should know that the Trump 
administration has not forgotten, the Ameri-
can people have not forgotten, Pompeo said 
here.

His visit to Afghanistan comes ahead of a 
seventh round of peace talks between Tale-
ban leaders and US officials aimed at finding 
a political settlement to end the 18-year-old 
war in Afghanistan. The next round of peace 
talks is scheduled to begin on June 29 in 
Doha.

The talks between the United States and the 
Taleban will focus on working out a timeline 
for the withdrawal of US-led troops from 
Afghanistan and on a Taleban guarantee that 
militants will not plot attacks from Afghan 
soil. While we’ve made clear to the Taleban 
that were prepared to remove our forces, I 
want to be clear, we’ve not yet agreed on a 

timeline to do so, said Pompeo.

Chinese bankers upbeat on 
economy

Chinese bankers are generally upbeat on 
the country’s economic growth, the central 
bank found in a survey. About 74.6 percent 
of surveyed senior management in roughly 
3,200 banking institutions thought the 
macro economy in the second quarter (Q2) 
of the year was operating normally, according 
to a report by the People’s Bank of China.

The banking sector’s business activities 
cooled compared with Q1, while profitability 
remained flat. The survey showed that aggre-
gate loan demand dropped from last quarter, 
while that for the manufacturing sector and 
infrastructure both fell. About 83.4 percent 
of the bankers thought the current monetary 
policy was moderate, while 13.5 percent 
deemed it as loose.

Pak, UK Defence Chiefs discuss 
Afghan peace process

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa visited UK’s Ministry of Defence 
on Tuesday, said Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR). During his visit to the MoD, the 
COAS interacted with UK’s National Security 
Adviser, Sir Mark Sedwill and Secretary De-
fence, tweeted, Director General ISPR Major 
General Asif Ghafor. The meeting discussed 
the regional situation including Afghan Peace 
Process. Both dignitaries acknowledged Paki-
stan’s contributions towards regional peace.

Pakistan and the UK held a delegation 
level strategic dialogue, earlier on Monday, 
to discuss geo-strategic environment and 
bilateral military cooperation. 

News Update
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I
nvoluntary childlessness is 
common, and in half of all cases 
attributable to infertility in the 
man. Although male infertil-
ity has many possible causes, it 
often remains unexplained. In 
the latest study, the researchers 

have discovered a reason for reduced fertility 
in people with autoimmune polyendocrine 
syndrome type 1 (APS1), which increases 
the risk of developing autoimmune disease 
(caused by the immune system attacking and 
damaging healthy cells) and which is often 
used as a model for autoimmune disease in 
general.

Infertility is common in people of both 

sexes with the disease. While infertility in 
women with APS1 is caused by autoimmune 
action against the ovaries, what gives rise 
to the corresponding infertility in men has 
never been ascertained. Keen to investigate 
whether male fertility could be explained by 
an autoimmune reaction against some part of 
the male reproductive organs, the researchers 
behind this new study examined the immune 

system of 93 men and women with APS1.
We found that the immune system in a 

large group of patients reacted to a protein 
formed only in the prostate, namely the 
enzyme transglutaminase 4, says lead 
investigator Dr Nils Landegren at Karolinska 
Institutet’s Department of Medicine in Solna. 
What we found was that it was only men 
who reacted to transglutaminase 4 and that 
the immune reaction first appeared at the 

onset of puberty once the prostate gland had 
matured. Interestingly, previous studies on 
mice have shown that transglutaminase 4 
plays an important part in male fertility.”

To better understand their findings, the 
team examined the animal model for APS1 
(i.e. mice with the same genetic defect 
as human patients with the syndrome) 
and found that male mice spontaneously 
developed an inflammatory disease in their 
prostate glands a so-called prostatitis and 
reacted to transglutaminase 4. The finds are 
important as they point to a new disease 
mechanism for male infertility, but more 
work needs to be done to understand the 
significance of autoimmune prostatitis to 
infertility in the male population at large, 
says Dr Landegren.

A similar research reveals that infertility the 
failure to conceive after a year of unprotected 
intercourse affects one in every six couples 
worldwide, and the man is implicated 
in about half of these cases. Despite the 
known importance of genetic factors in the 
event of the man producing no sperm, only 
about 25% of these cases can be explained 
currently. A study to be presented at the 
annual conference of the European Society 
of Human Genetics has uncovered new 
potential genetic causes, and this discovery 
will help to develop better diagnostic tests 
for male infertility.

Manon Oud, from the Radboud University 
Medical Centre, Nijmegen, The Netherlands, 
will describe to the conference how she 
and her team carried out the first exome 
sequencing study to investigate the role of 

New mechanism for male 
infertility discovered 

Health
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de novo mutations (genetic changes that 
are not present in the DNA of the parents 
of an individual) in male infertility. The 
exome is the DNA sequence of genes that are 
translated into protein, where most of the 
currently-known disease-causing mutations 
are situated.

These de novo mutations are found in 
every individual and are part of the normal 
evolution of the genome, Oud explains.  
Mostly they do not affect our health. But in 
some cases they have a strong effect on gene 
function and can lead to disease. Until now, 
their role in male infertility had not been 
studied. The researchers studied DNA from 
108 infertile men, and also from their parents. 
Comparison of the parental DNA with that 
of the offspring enabled the identification of 
the de novo mutations. We found 22 in genes 
involved in spermatogenesis, says Oud,  none 
of them previously known to cause infertility 
in human.

Currently it is too early to give these 
patients a definitive diagnosis and further 
studies are ongoing. The researchers hope 
to screen more patients and their parents in 
order to search for patterns in the locations of 
the novel mutations, and to learn more about 
the function of the genes that are affected 
by them.  We are studying the role of these 
genes in material from testis biopsies of our 
patients and performing experiments in fruit 
flies to see whether disruption of these genes 
cause infertility in them,  Oud says.

The results will help establish new 
diagnostic tests, which will be able to provide 
a patient with a detailed analysis of the reason 
for his infertility, and allow for personalised 
care. By establishing the molecular cause of 

infertility, the risk of transmitting infertility 
to another generation can be predicted. 
Infertility is not something you normally 
inherit from your parents; they were clearly 
both fertile. But with the introduction of 
assisted reproductive technologies, it is 
becoming an inherited disorder in some 
cases, Oud explains.

The de novo mutations leading to 
infertility can result from errors in DNA 
that occur during the production of sperm 
and egg cells of the parents, or during the 
early development of the embryo. Although 
by their very nature these spontaneous 
mutations cannot be predicted, in other 
diseases patients with a highly similar 
presentation of a disease often have 
mutations in the same gene. “ We therefore 
expect that there are more infertile men in 
the world who have mutations in the same 
group of genes as the group of patients we 
studied.

“We were surprised to find so many de 
novo mutations with a potential role in male 
infertility, given the fact that in previous years 
only a few novel genes have been discovered 
in this condition. People still tend to think 
that failure to conceive is more likely to be 
caused by a female factor. We are pleased 
to have been able to make this contribution 
to the understudied field of male infertility,  
Oud concludes.

Chair of the ESHG conference, Professor 
Joris Veltman, Director of the Institute of 
Genetic Medicine at Newcastle University, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, said: “The link 
between genetics and male infertility is 
something of a mystery, as we pass on our 
genes but can’t pass on infertility. It makes 

therefore perfect sense to compare the DNA 
of infertile patients to that of their normally 
fertile parents, as was done in this study. This 
new approach may hopefully provide more 
insight into the underlying causes and help 
to provide relevant information to couples 
affected.”

In couples who have not been able to 
have children, male infertility is the cause 
in at least half of cases. In 6-10% the 
cause is a urogenital infection. The risk 
of irreversible infertility associated with 
urogenital infections in men should not 
be underestimated, say Hans-Christian 
Schuppe and coauthors in a review article 
in the current issue of Deutsches Ärzteblatt 
International.

 For this reason, appropriate diagnostic 
evaluation of infections and inflammation 
in men should be a component in the basic 
examination in couples who cannot conceive. 
In their article, the authors from Justus 
Liebig University Giessen summarize what 
is currently known about the possible effects 
of urogenital infections on male fertility and 
make recommendations on diagnostic and 
therapeutic approaches.

The main cause of inflammatory disease 
in the male genital tract are sexually 
transmitted pathogens or uropathogens (such 
as Chlamydia trachomatis or Escherichia 
coli). Furthermore, the spread of viral 
infections through the bloodstream needs to 
be considered. The diagnostic evaluation of 
urogenital infections in most patients with 
infertility is hampered by an asymptomatic 
primary chronic disease course.

Non-invasive diagnostic markers are 
currently not available. Especially collecting 
data on asymptomatic inflammatory 
reactions in the epididymis and testes is 
difficult; the latter can be diagnosed with any 
degree of certainty only by using testicular 
biopsy. Asymptomatic inflammatory 
reactions are found in 25% of men who 
undergo testicular biopsy for infertility.

The current evidence from studies does 
not allow any definite conclusions about 
the effects of chronic prostatitis on fertility. 
However, it was found that after acute 
inflammation/infection of the epididymis, 
in 10% of cases no sperm was found in the 
ejaculate in the long term, and in 30% the 
number of spermatozoa were reduced; in 
60% of men affected by an inflammation / 
infection of the epididymis, the testes were 
affected too.

In such cases, testicular atrophy with 
permanent loss of spermatogenesis is a 
much feared complication. If pathogens are 
detected in the male genital tract, eradicating 
antibiotic therapy is indicated. However, this 
is no guarantee that the quality of sperm 
will not be permanently affected or that the 
outcome will not be infertility. It is possible 
that such infections trigger permanent 
immunopathological processes in the genital 
tract.
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T
he Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, a place that 
once captivated ancient travelers, still continues 
to enthrall a new generation with eclectic mix of 
modernity and tradition. From the enchanting 
starkness of Wadi Rum, to the restless city centre 
of urban Amman, and the majestic ruins of civiliza-
tions once forgotten, Jordan is a unique destina-

tion offering breathtaking sights, charming accommodations, and 
exquisite cuisine. Country is home to countless wonders that surely 
leave the tourists in awe.

Quietly becoming a premier destination within the region, Jordan 
has witnessed an emergence of luxury hotels in Amman, Petra, Aqaba 
and the Dead Sea. Jordan can be regarded as typically Arab country 
for its people are very warm, friendly and hospitable. Jordan ended 
the year 2017 with a growth of nearly 15% with respect to the number 
of visitors and 18% in revenues. The number of visitors reached 
nearly 4.2 million in 2017 and the goal of the authorities is to increase 
the number of tourists in Jordan to 7 million by 2020.  Tourism 
contributes 10 to 12% of GDP and the objective is to double this 
share by 2022.

Wadi Rum
The Valley of the 
Moon, depicted 
as Mars in several 
Hollywood feature 
films Wadi Rum 
i s  a n  A r a b i a n 
fairy-tale waiting 
to be discovered. 
Home to nomadic 

Bedouin tribes, Wadi Rum is a quiet getaway of stars, sand, and sun; 
a perfect complement from Amman’s epicenter. Once inhabited by 
the Nabataeans of prehistoric times, Wadi Rum allows tourists to get 
lost in large landscapes and horizon lines. The calmness of the desert 
is sure calm your spirit and de-clutter your thoughts.  

Dead Sea
A  s p e c -
tacular 
natural 
wonder 
the Dead 
S e a  i s 
perfect for 
religious 
tourism 
a n d  f u n 
in the sun 
with  the 
family. 
With its mix of beach living and religious history you can soak up 
the sun while Biblical scholars can get their daily dose of religious 
history. The leading attraction at the Dead Sea is the warm, soothing, 
super salty water itself some ten times saltier than sea water, and 
rich in chloride salts of magnesium, sodium, potassium, bromine 
and several others.

The unusually warm, incredibly buoyant and mineral-rich waters 
have attracted visitors since ancient times, including King Herod 
the Great and the beautiful Egyptian Queen, Cleopatra. All of whom 
have luxuriated in the Dead Sea’s rich, black, stimulating mud and 
floated effortlessly on their backs while soaking up the water’s healthy 
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minerals along with the gently diffused rays of the Jordanian sun.

Petra
The ancient city of Petra is one of Jordan’s national treasures and 
by far its best known tourist attraction. Petra is the legacy of the 
Nabataeans, an industrious Arab people who settled in southern 
Jordan more than 2,000 years ago. Admired then for its refined 
culture, massive architecture and ingenious complex of dams and 
water channels, Petra is a UNESCO World Heritages Site and one of 
the new Seven Wonders of the World. Inhabited by the Nabateans, 
Edomites and Romans, Petra brought together the knowledge and 
skill of these civilizations to create this world wonder. Caravans laden 
with incense, silks, spices and other exotic goods would rest at Petra.

Amman
Amman, the capital of 
Jordan, is a fascinating city 
of contrasts; a unique blend 
of old and new, situated on a 
hilly area between the desert 
and the fertile Jordan Valley. 
In the commercial heart 
of the city, ultra-modern 
buildings, hotels, smart 
restaurants, art galleries 
and boutiques rub shoulders 
comfortably with traditional 

coffee shops and tiny artisans’ workshops. Amman’s neighborhoods 
are diverse and range in cultural and historical context from hustle 
and bustle of the downtown markets to the art galleries of Jabal 
Lweibdeh and the modern shopping district of Abdali. 

Jerash
Jerash is an amazing blend of 
Greco-Roman and Oriental 
influences. A great place to visit 
during the spring with its beauti-
ful rolling hills and lush greenery, 
Jerash has a rhythm not seen 
anywhere else in Jordan. Also, 
every year Jerash hosts the 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts, a three week summer 
program filled with folk dance, music, and theatrical performances.

Umm Al Jimal
Umm Al Jimal is considered an Ara-
bian Oasis for the desert caravans. It 
is eighty six kilometers away from the 
capital, Amman, and it is well known 
as the Black Oasis, as it contains a 
large number of black volcanic rocks. 
History of this city goes back to the 
Romanian Byzantine Age.

Madaba
Madaba is a combination 
of rural home life and a 
hot spot for religious 
tourism. Known as the 
City of Mosaics, Madaba 
is  the  cultural  epi-
center for Byzantine and 
Umayyad mosaics. Just at 
a short distance from the 
capitol visitors are just a 
stone’s throw away from 
the holy monuments of religious iconography. 

Aqaba
Situated on the southern 
tip of Jordan, approxi-
mately 4 hours from the 
capital of Amman, Aqaba 
is a beach town with Jor-
danian appeal. Equipped 
with the local watering 
holes, to water sports, 
and a historical flair for those looking to revisit the past Aqaba is a 
delightful complement to the metropolitan appeal of Amman. 

Ajlun
The marvels of nature and 
the genius of medieval Arab 
military architecture have 
given northern Jordan two of 
the most important ecological 
and historical attractions in the 
Middle East: the sprawling pine 
forests of the Ajlun-Dibbine 
area, and the towering Ayyubid 
castle at Ajlun, which helped 
to defeat the Crusaders eight 

centuries ago. Locals often take advantage of the green landscapes 
of Ajlun to take a break from city life and connect with nature.

Zarqa
Zarqa is a Jordanian city and the 
capital of the Zarqa Governorate, 
which is nearly 20 km northeast 
of the capital city of Amman. 
Zarqa is the third largest city 
in terms of population, with a 
population of about 572,290 
in 2013, and is considered the 
industrial capital of Jordan. 
There are many locations not to 
be missed in Zarqa including a wildlife reserve, a wetland reserve 
and several castles. 

Kerak
Whether you approach Karak 
from the ancient Kings 
Highway to the east or from 
the Dead Sea to the west, 
the striking silhouette of this 
fortified town and castle will 
instantly make you under-
stand why the fates of kings 
and nations were decided 
here for millennia.

An ancient Crusader stronghold, Karak sits 900m above sea level and lies 
inside the walls of the old city. The city today is home to around 170,000 
people and continues to boast a number of restored 19th century Ottoman 
buildings, restaurants, places to stay, and the like. But it is undoubtedly 
Karak Castle that dominates.

Irbid
Located in the north of Jordan 
with the second largest popu-
lation in the kingdom, Irbid 
is a mix of authentic Arabian 
society with flashes of western 
influence. Boasting panoramic 
views of the West Bank and 
ancient architectures from the 
Roman era, Irbid tells a tale of its own.
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T
he National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) is to allow tour-
ists to visit the Interna-
tional Space Station from 
2020, priced at $35,000 
(£27,500) per night. 

The US space agency said it would open 
the orbiting station to tourism and other 
business ventures. There will be up to two 
short private astronaut missions per year, 
said Robyn Gatens, the deputy director of 
the ISS.

Nasa said that private astronauts would 
be permitted to travel to the ISS for up to 
30 days, travelling on US spacecraft. Nasa 
is opening the International Space Station 
to commercial opportunities and market-
ing these opportunities as we’ve never done 
before, chief financial officer Jeff DeWit said 
in New York.

NASA unveiled an ambitious program 
Friday to commercialize low-Earth orbit, 
making way for visits by private-sector 
astronauts to the International Space Sta-
tion as early as next year. It would also allow 
product development and even advertising 
aboard the space station, along with use of 
a station docking port for privately financed 
research and development modules.

NASA is an independent agency of the 
United States Federal Government respon-
sible for the civilian space program, as well as 
aeronautics and aerospace research. NASA 
was established in 1958, succeeding the Na-
tional Advisory Committee for Aeronautics.

Nasa said that private commercial entities 
would be responsible for determining crew 
composition and ensuring that the private 
astronauts meet the medical and training 
requirements for spaceflight. The two 
companies hired by Nasa are Elon Musk’s 
SpaceX, which will use its Dragon capsule, 
and Boeing, which is building a spacecraft 
called the Starliner.

These companies are likely to charge any 
private astronaut a similar taxi fare to what 
they intend to charge Nasa for its astronauts 
close to $60m per flight. Nasa had previously 
banned any commercial use of the space sta-
tion and prohibited astronauts from taking 
part in for-profit research.

Nasa does not own the station however - it 
was built, beginning in 1998, with Russia, 
which has taken a more relaxed approach 
in recent decades to commerce. In 2001, US 
businessman Dennis Tito became the first 
tourist to visit when he paid Russia around 
$20 million for a round trip.

NASA’s five-part commercialization blue-
print also calls for the agency to facilitate the 
development of technology needed for free-
flying research labs it could then rent out in 
the future. And it urges work to stimulate 
sustainable demand for commercial R&D 
in a variety of fields ranging from in-space 
manufacturing to biomedicine.

Revenue from commercial use of the 

International Space Station will help offset 
ongoing operational costs, freeing up 
resources for NASA’s accelerated Artemis 
program, which is aimed at sending astro-
nauts back to the surface of the moon in just 
five years. We’re reaching out to the private 
sector to see if you can push the economic 
frontier into space, said Bill Gerstenmaier, 
NASA director of space operations. This is a 
shift for NASA that will be beneficial for the 
American economy and for the American 
citizens.

The commercialization of low-Earth orbit 
will enable NASA to focus resources to land 
the first woman and the next man on the 
moon by 2024 as the first phase in creating 
a sustainable lunar presence and preparing 
for missions to Mars, Gerstenmaier said. 
Private-sector astronauts up to perhaps a 
dozen a year if demand is high enough will 
be able to hitch rides to the station aboard 
Boeing or SpaceX commercial crew space-
craft now under development. They could 
spend up to 30 days at a time aboard the 
station. Two such launches could be accom-
modated per year.

NASA plans to throw in 90 hours of full-
time agency astronaut crew time for com-
mercial operations and underwrite delivery 
of up to 385 pounds of cargo per mission. 
The agency will even consider letting 
NASA astronauts participate in commercial 
marketing, at least in support roles behind 
the camera. NASA officials did not address 
whether the program might allow for any 
space tourists like the eight launches by the 
Russians between 2001 and 2009.

And in any case, access to the station will 
not come cheap. While the figures are subject 
to change, NASA initially plans to charge 
$11,250 per commercial crew member per 
day for life support and bathroom privileges 
and another $22,500 per day for crew sup-
plies, including air and water. The total cost 
would be about $35,000 per day, or just over 
$1 million per crew member for a 30-day 
visit. And those prices do not include trans-
portation to and from the station.

The Russians charge NASA more than 
$80 million for a seat aboard a Soyuz ferry 
ship, but NASA expects seats aboard Boe-
ing’s CST-100 Starliner and SpaceX’s Crew 
Dragon spacecraft to cost the agency in the 
neighborhood of $58 million each. How 
much Boeing and SpaceX might charge 
private-sector astronauts is not yet known. 
We’re going to re-evaluate the pricing every 
six months, Jeff DeWit, NASA’s chief finan-
cial officer, said of the agency’s charges.

If a private astronaut is on station, they’ll 
have to pay us while they’re there for the life 
support, the food, the water; things of that 
nature. NASA’s cost per seat is going down 
compared to rides aboard the Russian Soyuz. 
I would expect the cost to be in that [$58 
million] range for private astronauts, DeWit 
noted. The two companies right now that 
can do it are Boeing and SpaceX, he added.

And so, (private astronauts would) have 
to contract with them and whatever prices 
Boeing and SpaceX set is on them. But when 
they get to station, there will be a cost. It 
will be roughly about $35,000 a night per 
astronaut. But it won’t come with any Hilton 
or Marriott points, he joked.

And not just anyone can book a flight.
NASA documents say commercial and 

marketing activity aboard the space station 
must require a microgravity environment for 
manufacturing, production or development 
of a product or service, have a connection 
to NASA’s mission that is, space exploration 
and support development of a sustainable 
low-Earth orbit economy.

NASA to open 
International Space 
Station to tourists

Tech
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U
zbek national cuisine 
is closely tied by Uzbek 
culture and traditions. 
Firstly, Uzbek people 
are very hospitable, 
and you will please 
an Uzbek man, if you 

accept an invitation to taste Uzbek national 
meals. Having come to Uzbek house, you will 
be offered to taste Uzbek cooking, and a seat 
away from the entrance that is considered a 
great respect.

Traditional food in Uzbekistan begins from 
tea. And don’t be astonished and upset, if you 
find out little tea in your cup. According to 
Uzbek hospitality the more respectable guest, 
the less tea is poured into the cup, because 
regular pouring tea is regarded as care about 
the guest.

Uzbek traditional cooking may be different 
in various regions of Uzbekistan. This is 
due to the fact that culture of neighboring 
peoples influenced a significant impact on 
the diversity and originality of the recipes of 
Uzbek cuisine.

In Uzbek culture it is normal when a man 
cook meals. Moreover, there is a special 
name for professional men cooks oshpaz. 
Oshpaz is literally translated as an expert 
in cooking pilaf,In general, Uzbek cuisine is 
a real universe, a journey which can take a 
lifetime, and it will be one of the best possible 
travelling.

Uzbek cuisine shares the culinary traditions 
of Turkic peoples across Central Asia. There 
is a great deal of grain farming in Uzbekistan, 
so breads and noodles are of importance, 
and Uzbek cuisine has been characterized 
as noodle-rich.

Pastry and sour-milk dishes take an 
important place in Uzbek food. The national 
Uzbek food is characterized with wide use of 
meat: mutton, beef and horse meat. By the 
way, different regions of the country cook in 
their own way. On the north the preference 
is given to plov, roasted meat, pastry and 
lepeshka (bread).

In Central Asia, vegetarians will have a hard 
time, especially if you count on having your 
meals in restaurants. The alternative is to go 
to the market and pack your rucksack with 
fruits and cook your dinner at the hostel. 
Meat is everywhere, from the soup to the 
main dish, and in mass dosage.

Plov
Plov or Pilaf is a national dish of Uzbekistan that is cooked from rice, carrot and 
meat. Depending on the region of Uzbekistan such components as peas, garlic, 
barberries, quince, dried apricots and raisins are added to this delicious Uzbek 
national dish. Traditionally Uzbek pilaf is served hot on a large dish.
Pilaf is washed down with tea, eaten with salads. Sometimes pilaf is eaten with 
patyr (type of Uzbek bread). But such eating is for rare eater. The main difference 
from other pilaf dishes is not the composition of the products but the technology 
of preparation. Depending on the method of preparation, pilaf is always different, 
but equally delicious.

Samsa
Samsa is considered a separate traditional Uzbek dish of flour, which the Uzbek 
people can cook almost from any product, depending on the season. But traditionally 
Uzbek samsa is baked from flavour with different kinds of meat.
Traditional Uzbek samsa is cooked in tandyr (Central Asian stove). But there is also 
a kind of samsa (usually triangular and square shape) is prepared in the electric and 
gas ovens. It is amazing, but, samsa is considered to be an absolutely correct dish 
because it is steamed in tandyr, without frying, that makes samsa health food. The 
natural fat in samsa is the most useful cholesterol, which makes our blood vessels 
strong.

Food

Uzbek  
Foods
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Shashlik
Talking about shashalik one immediately imagines sappy flavoured 
meat on the skewer. The traditional Uzbek shashlik is cooked from 
mutton, but it also can be prepared from beef, poultry, chicken and fish. 
This dish is very delicious and nourishing at the same time. Almost in 
every café, restaurant or even chaykhona (traditional Uzbek place for 
drinking tea) you may taste shashlik. Preparing shashlik is very delicate 
work, and exactly in Uzbekistan you may enjoy the unforgettable taste 
of Uzbek national dish - shashlik.

Kazan Kebab
The Kazan is the 
bowl-shaped frying 
pan in which the 
dish is prepared. 
The particularity 
of this recipe is 
that meat and po-
tatoes are first fried 
at high temperature 
and then, as the kazan 
is covered with a lit and the 
heat is reduced, the ingredi- ents will 
steam for as long as it takes for the water that the steam will 
create will evaporate. Once ready it is usually served with fresh 
onion rings.

Shurpa
Shurpa is a meat bouillon, which is wide-
spread in Uzbekistan as a first course. In 
Central Asia and in Uzbekistan particularly 
shurpa is a symbolic dish. Shurpa is not only 
amazingly delicious, but also therapeutic 
cooking at the same time. It has restoring, 
stimulating and even relaxing features. Tra-
ditionally shurpa consists of meat, vegetables 
and various spices.
In Uzbekistan there are two types of cooking 
shurpa. They are kaurma (fried shurpa) and 
kaynatma (boiled shurpa). From the above 
we can say that shurpa is the property and 
loved national food of Uzbekistan people and 
guests of the country.

Khanum
The traditional Uzbek dish Khanum is 
cooked from meat and dough. It is also can 
be described as meat loaf that is steamed. 
Khanum is served on a table with vegetable 
sauce and sour cream. In Uzbek national 
cuisine there are many different kinds of 
cooking khanum, depending on the region 
of the country.

Norin
Norin is made of fresh noodles and horse 
meat. We had it served cold but were told 
that it can also be served hot. The pasta and 
the horse meat are cut in thin slices com-
bined. It is served as a small pyramid and is 
considered a delicacy.

Manti
These are palm-sized dumpling filled with 
a lot of onions and mutton (the ones in the 
streets also with a lot of fat). They can be 
served with different kind of sauces (tomato 
based or yoghurt like) or simple. It is tradi-
tional dish for Uzbek people. It is the pieces 
of meat wrapped in thin dough. The main 
feature of manty is that the dish is definitely 
steamed. So the dish keeps a great deal of 
useful properties. As many other Uzbek 
traditional dishes, manty is very tasteful and 
nourishing cooking. Manti is eaten by hands. 
The dish is often served with sour milk or 
fried onion.
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F
inals day at the Nature 
Valley International saw 
Karolina Pliskova and Fritz 
lift the WTA Premier and 
ATP 250 grass court titles 
in front of a packed Centre 
Court.  Second seed Pliskova 

lifted the trophy by defeating defending 
Wimbledon champion Angelique Kerber 
6-1, 6-4, which means over the course of the 
week, the Czech has recorded five consecu-
tive straight set wins and lost just 19 games.

The moment marks the second time 
Pliskova has lifted the iconic grass court title. 
Over the last four years, she has now reached 
the final three times (2016, 2017 and 2019) 
and has been crowned champion twice (2017 
and 2019).

Pliskova, from the Czech Republic, will 
head to Wimbledon full of confidence after 
a superb display sealed victory over the 
German in 71 minutes. She broke fourth seed 
Kerber’s serve three times to take the first set 
and once on her way to winning the second. 
The 27-year-old did not lose a set during the 
Nature Valley International.

Nature Valley International

Pliskova, Fritz crowned as 
Eastbourne champions

 Connect time Pliskova
 has lifted the iconic

grass court title
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All week I was playing quite perfect, said 

Pliskova. But not all the matches were as easy 
the score says, especially today. The women’s 
final between two former world number ones 
was billed as a battle between Pliskova, the 
great server, and Kerber, the great returner. 
Pliskova’s big serve dominated all week but 
it was the way the second seed attacked 
31-year-old Kerber’s serve that proved the 
difference.

The Czech player broke Kerber’s opening 
service game and the German did not 
manage to hold her serve until the third 
game of the second set. Pliskova then broke 
Kerber’s serve at the first opportunity in 
the second and although the three-time 
Grand Slam champion played much better, 
the depth and power of the Czech’s ground 
strokes continued to give her control of the 
key points. She dropped just seven points on 
her serve in the set and finished with seven 
aces and 33 winners in the match.

Pliskova, who has yet to win a Grand Slam, 
gets her Wimbledon campaign under way 
against China’s Zhu Lin on Monday. She 
will bid to become the first player since Jana 
Novotna in 1998 to win Eastbourne and go 
on to triumph at Wimbledon. Kerber, now a 
three-time Eastbourne runner-up, will open 
the defence of her Wimbledon title against 
compatriot Tatjana Maria on Tuesday. It 
will be a special moment stepping onto 
Centre Court again, said Kerber. I’m feeling 
good, I’m playing good and hopefully I can 
continue on my play from last year.

I  th ink  that  was  one  o f  the  bes t 
performances we’ve seen on this court. It was 
such an intelligent display tactically. The way 
Pliskova mixed up her serving Kerber didn’t 
know which way to go and was standing so 
far back. There was also clear thinking about 
where she wanted to hit her returns and clear 
thinking in the exchanges with the way she 
changed the pace of her shots which meant 
she gave Kerber constant problems to solve.

In the men’s tournament, 21-year-old Taylor 
Fritz won his first ATP title with a 6-3 6-4 
victory over fellow American Sam Querrey. 
Taylor Fritz captured his maiden ATP Tour 
title by outsting fellow American Sam 
Querrey 6-3, 6-4. The world No.42 defeated 
2017 Wimbledon semi-finalist Querrey in 
one hour.  Playing only his second final, Fritz 
made a solid start to break Querrey to love 
in his first return game. Fritz went on to 
dominate the majority of the baseline rallies, 
while Querrey was undone by unforced errors 
in key moments of the match.

The 21-year-old Fritz clinched another early 
break of serve in the second set before closing 
out the victory in just over an hour with an 
ace. Fritz, son of former top-10 player Kathy 
May, will look to carry his success over to 
Wimbledon, where he begins his campaign 
against Czech Tomas Berdych on Tuesday. 
Querrey, who was playing his first final since 
the New York Open in 2018, will meet world 
number four Dominic Thiem in his opening 

match
It’s so amazing. I almost can’t even believe 

it. I’m still trying to take it in, Fritz said. I’ve 
wanted to win a Tour title ever since I made 
the final of one when I was 18. It feels like 
I’ve just been waiting so long. I’m so happy. 
If Fritz was nervous to start his second 
championship match, playing against a 10-
time ATP Tour titlist, he certainly didn’t show 
it. The 2018 Next Gen ATP Finals qualifier 
broke to love in his first return game of the 
match, and he never looked back. It was an 
especially strong start considering Querrey 
had only lost serve twice all week entering 
the final to lead the tournament.

But even though the Americans split their 
first four FedEx ATP Head2Head meetings, 
Fritz was in command of the baseline rallies 
once they got to neutral. Fritz was also 
more solid, whereas unforced errors in key 
moments plagued Querrey. The veteran had 
a chance to set a solid tone in the second set 
when he took a 40/0 lead on his serve. But 
a number of forehand errors allowed Fritz to 
turn the game around and earn his second 
break of the match, taking a commanding 
lead. And Fritz stormed to his biggest victory 
yet, closing out his win with an ace down the 
T, throwing both arms up in celebration.

Incredibly tough. I had to play my absolute 
best today to win, Fritz said. This is Sam’s 
first tournament back in a long time, so a 

big congratulations to him for going all the 
way to the final after being injured and being 
out. He’s going to be extremely dangerous at 
Wimbledon, as he always is. Three of Fritz 
and Querrey’s four previous matches went 
to a deciding set, and the fourth match was 
won by Fritz 7-6(1) 7-5. But this battle was 
not as tightly contested. Fritz joins Andy 
Roddick (Eastbourne) and Steve Johnson 
(Nottingham) as American champions at this 
event, and he joins Matteo Berrettini as the 
only players to win both an ATP Tour title 
and an ATP Challenger Tour trophy in 2019.

I really hope that I can continue on and 
progress the way Andy did and follow in 
his footsteps, Fritz said of being the first 
American to triumph in Eastbourne since 
Roddick. Fritz saved the only break point he 
faced against Querrey, and that came in his 
second service game. The World No. 42 won 
89 per cent of his first-serve points. For his 
efforts, he will climb to a career-high ATP 
Ranking on Monday thanks to the 250 points 
he adds to his tally. Fritz also earns $117,925 
in prize money. This was Querrey’s first 
tournament since Houston due to a nagging 
abdominal injury. He leaves Eastbourne 
with $63,765 and gains 150 points. This was 
the first all-American final in this ATP 250 
tournament’s history (since 1995). It was also 
the first all-American final on the ATP Tour 
since 2018 Atlanta (Isner d. Harrison).
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A
nother book by known strategic analyst and 
eminent intellectual Group Captain (R) S.M. 
Hali, titled ‘The Road to Leadership: Xi Jinping-
From Educated Farm Boy to Paramount Leader 
of China’ has been launched recently. The book 
brings to light the fascinating 
aspects of President Xi Jinping 

life and how he had over the years groomed himself 
to rise above challenges and adversities to reach the 
high office of President.

President Xi Jinping has been called the most influen-
tial by world leaders due to his position and influence, 
being the leader of the Central Military Commission 
(CMC) and Secretary General of the most well organised 
political party in the world –the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China.

The author finds President Xi Jinping as a well-
balanced personality, a patient listener, a polite and at-
tentive conservationist with an enigmatic smile; beneath 
all of who lay his steely resolve towards committed and 
sustainable development and peace in the region. Xi 
Jinping has transformed China and he has set his eyes on 
good governance, rooting out corruption and rebalanced, 
sustainable and stable growth for his country.

The book is a tribute to President Xi Jinping in a re-
searched chronicle of the struggles of a young farm boy 
who rode the currents of adversity and humble existence 
to become a formidable statesman at the world stage.

On November 15, 2012, Xi Jinping was nominated as 

the next President at the 18th National Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. This was my first encounter with this august personality and 
when I read more about him, I was so fascinated by his struggles, that I 
decided to research deeper and write a book on him.

There was a need for this book on President Xi Jinping because the 
world wants to understand the paramount leader of China, who has 
become an international statesman, committed to take China to the new 
heights as a developed country and eradicate poverty from China.

The Road to Leadership provides glimpses of Xi Jinping’s formative 
years, events that helped shape his character, personality and rise in the 
cadre of the CPC. How Xi Jinping, in his early years learnt the dignity of 
labour, lived in a cave dwelling with villagers, slept on a kang, a traditional 
Chinese bed made of bricks lined with straw and covered with a coarse 
blanket. In the Shaanxi countryside, he had to do all sorts of harsh labour, 
such as carrying manure, hauling a coal cart, farming and building water 
tanks.

From the very beginning the young Xi Jinping had endeared himself 
to his peers and elders. Tilling the soil taught him the honest virtues of 
labour and whetted his skills for hard work. By gaining their trust, he was 
elected village Party chief. He led the farmers to reinforce the river bank 
in a bid to prevent erosion, organized a small cooperative of blacksmiths 
in the village, and built a methane tank, the first in landlocked Shaanxi. 
He was once awarded a motorized tricycle after being named a ‘model 
educated youth.’ However, he exchanged the tricycle for a walking tractor, 
flour milling machine and farm tools to benefit the villagers.

The world looks at Xi Jinping as a powerful leader, but Xi Jinping is also 
as a family man as well as a leader who does not demur from reaching 
out to the masses without protocol. It is remarkable that Xi Jinping, 
who was initially self-taught, went on to receive a Doctorate in Law. Xi 
is so far the only Chinese President with a PhD. Thus, the exponential 

development of President Xi 
Jinping’s career was neither 
pure luck nor a fluke but care-
ful planning hard work and 
sacrifices by the paramount 
leader to reach the pinnacle 
of power.

In 1982, Xi took an impor-
tant decision, which was to 
hold him in good stead for his 
political career. He realized 
that going to the provinces 

was the ‘only path to central power.’ Staying at Party headquarters in 
Beijing would narrow his network and invite resentment from lesser-born 
peers. Xi asked to be sent back to the countryside and was assigned to a 
horse-cart county in Hebei Province.”

Xi Jinping’s business acumen was employed for the economic well-
being of society from a very early stage. When working in Zhengding, 
Hebei province, in the 1980s, he saw potential business opportunities 
when he learned that the crew of The Dream of Red Mansions, a popular 
novel-turned-TV drama, was looking for a filming location. He proposed 
building in Zhengding a large residential compound featured within the 
novel.

The compound, which was used by the TV crew, later became a sightsee-
ing attraction. Tourist income from the compound exceeded 10 million 
Yuan the year it was completed, paying back more than the investment. 
The compound has been used as the set for more than 170 movies and 
TV dramas, with up to 1.3 million tourists every year.

The Belt and Road Initiative of President Xi Jinping his Chinese Dream, 
BRICS and the Asian Infrastructure Invest Banks are for the betterment of 
society. The special capability of Xi Jinping as an author is evident from the 
fact that he wrote 232 columns for the Zhejiang Daily, using the pen name 
Zhexin, while serving as a mid-level government worker. Xi’s book The 
Governance of China records the thinking and practice of Chinese central 
leadership and responds to the concerns of the international community, 
providing an insight to China’s rise and the future direction it will take and 
how it will influence the world.

The Road to Leadership
Xi Jinping-From Educated Farm Boy to Paramount Leader of China

Author S. M. Hali
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