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OBOR converts China into
Global Economic Leader

I

n the aftermath of 2nd Belt and Road Forum, China has further
higher its stature as world economic super power because the
huge participation in the BRF reflected world interest in Chinese
economy as well as showed world expression of acknowledgement
of China as future global economic leader.
At BRF, participants while looking into the future, envisaged
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation in enhancing connectivity by promoting development policy synergy, infrastructure development, unimpeded
trade, financial cooperation and people-to-people bond, thereby enhancing
practical cooperation for the well-being of our peoples. In this context,
BRF looked forward to more efforts by cooperation partners based on extensive consultation, joint efforts, shared and mutual benefits with emphasise
on the importance of the rule of law and equal opportunities for all. Besides
BRF, Chinese leadership is very dynamic in expanding Chinese trade and
economic ties with almost every country of the world; this is why, President
Xi Jinping paid a successful visit to European countries and inked a number
of trade agreements. On the other hand, Chinese Premier and other higher
level leadership is also making all out efforts to raise country’s status as world
economic leader.
Earlier in the month before the BRF, Belt and Road Initiative was also a
major and important point of discussion at Annual Investment Meeting
2019 held in Dubai. In result of comprehensive discussions on Belt and
Road Initiative, United Arab Emirates (UAE) is set to play a big role in
China’s OBOR. According to UAE Ministry of Economy UAE is proud to
host this forum as a testament of our strong economic and trade ties with
China. The trade between two countries have been growing each year and
UAE anticipates trade activities to amount to $33 billion between the UAE
and China. The UAE is an important trading partner for China.
In addition, both the countries have several strategic partnerships in place
to promote scientific research and renewable energy and water, and this
cooperation is set to expand the mutual trade between the UAE and China.
Strategic partnership has been strengthened through signing of 13 MoUs
between the UAE and China. This forum will not only help us exchange ideas,
but also help us integrate sustainable trade and investment partnerships.
Worthy Readers! May edition of Melange, International Magazine is in
your hands and hopefully this edition will also win appreciation like previous
ones too from your kind end. The current edition carries a number of reports,
articles, features and others materials about the significant developments in
almost every arena around the globe.

Melange team extends heartiest felicitations to Muslims community
around the globe on the eve of Holly Month of Ramadan.

Printed at Roohani Art Press, MuhammadiTown, Sohan, ExpressWay, Islamabad
Published by Amna Malik, 58,Shahra -e- Suharwardy, G-6/4, Islamabad
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Dream Materialized

Pak-China

Strategic Partnership
Touches New Heights
Prime Minister Imran, Chinese Leadership Strategize Future
Course for Cooperation

AMNA MALIK

S

olely coming up to his promise made
to the nation before leaving for his
four day visit to China, Prime Minister Imran Khan successfully took the
bilateral ties between Pakistan and
China to new heights by dint of his visionary
approach as he held detailed discussions with
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Chinese leadership on wide range of issues. In
a statement before departing to Beijing, Prime
Minister said that he was visiting China to
take strategic partnership between Pakistan
and China to new heights. China was allweather friend and a neighboring country of
Pakistan. I will have a detailed dialogue with
the Chinese president on bilateral relations.
He said talks would also be held with the
Chinese leadership on cooperation in areas
of mutual interest. Pak-China relations were
cemented in a mutual trust. Pak-China friendship has a deep imprint on people of both the
countries. Bond between the two countries
would not be affected by any regional or
international movement.
PM Khan has come up to his commitment
as Pakistan and China have signed 11 agreements in different sectors including sectors of
Information Technology, agriculture, railways
and chemicals. An agreement has been inked
on film and TV between Pakistan and China.
Many investors are ready to come to Pakistan.
Most importantly an agreement had been
signed on Pak-China Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). Under the agreement Pakistan has
achieved those benefits which were previously given to Asian countries. The agreement
will improve exports and investment in the
country.
In his meeting with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Prime Minister Imran Khan reaffirmed Pakistan’s unflinching commitment
to China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
as well highlighted CPEC’s next phase and
it’s extension into new areas of agriculture,
industrial development and socio economic
uplift with livelihood projects.
While President Xi reiterated China’s
unwavering support to Pakistan’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity and appreciated the
government’s agenda for socio-economic
development and people-centered progress.
He affirmed that China-Pakistan ties would
continue to acquire greater strength and
deepen practical cooperation in the days to
come.
The two sides also exchanged views on the
regional situation, including in Afghanistan
and South Asia. President Xi further expressed
China’s appreciation for Pakistan’s sustained
and successful efforts in the fight against
terrorism and to create a peaceful neighbourhood. Both sides expressed satisfaction
over the close cooperation between the two
countries at multilateral fora and resolved to
further deepen communication and coordination at all levels. They also agreed to keep the
momentum of high-level exchanges between
the two countries.
Reaffirming ‘all-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partnership’ between Pakistan and China,
the two leaders exchanged views on the entire
gamut of bilateral relations in a warm and
cordial atmosphere, according to a statement
issued following the meeting. They affirmed
the resolve to further strengthen their strategic
cooperative partnership in all fields including
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PM Imran, IMF chief discuss bailout package

Prime Minister Imran Khan and Managing Director International Monetary Fund (IMF) Director
Christine Lagarde discussed bailout package for Pakistan on the sidelines of the second Belt and
Road Forum. Pakistan is expecting $6billion bailout package from the IMF.
Prime Minister’s Adviser on Finance, Hafeez Shaikh, Adviser on Commerce Abdul Razak
Dawood and Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi were in attendance during the all important meeting between the PM and IMF chief.

political, security, economic and trade, and
people-to-people exchanges.
Prime Minister Imran Khan thanked President Xi for the warm and gracious welcome
accorded to him in China and for China’s
steadfast support to Pakistan on all issues. He
also reaffirmed Pakistan’s support to China
on all issues of its core interest. The premier
congratulated President Xi on the successful
convening of the 2nd Belt and Road Forum
(BRF), which is a practical manifestation of
his far-reaching vision, and highlighted its

PM visits FOTON Headquarter

Prime Minister Imran Khan visited headquarter of FOTON automotives where Chairman
FOTON Gong Yueqiong, briefed the prime
minister that FOTON was investing in Pakistan through establishment of assembly
plant as a joint venture.
Founded on August 28,1996, Beiqi Foton
Motor Co., Ltd. (FOTON) is a trans-regional,
trans-industry and trans-ownership state
holding listed company. Headquartered in
Changping District of Beijing, the company
has existing assets of nearly 30 billion Yuan
and nearly 40,000 employees.
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significance as an important international
platform for connectivity and sharing of experience among the BRI participating countries.
Reaffirming Pakistan’s unflinching commitment to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), he highlighted CPEC’s next phase
and its extension into new areas of agriculture,
industrial development, and socio-economic
uplift with livelihood projects. President Xi
Jinping reiterated China’s unwavering support to Pakistan’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity and appreciated the government’s
agenda for socio-economic development and
people-centered progress. He affirmed that
China-Pakistan ties would continue to acquire
greater strength and deepen practical cooperation in the days to come.
Pakistan is China’s all-weather strategic
cooperative partner. China and Pakistan are
‘iron friends’ and have always firmly supported
each other on issues concerning each other’s
core interests, Xi said, adding that China takes
Pakistan as a priority in its diplomacy. No
matter how international and regional situations change, China firmly supports Pakistan
in safeguarding its sovereignty and national
dignity, choosing its own development path
suited to its national conditions, combating
terrorist and extremist forces, striving for a
sound external security environment, and
playing a constructive role in international
and regional affairs, Xi said.
Major progress has been made in bilateral
cooperation in the construction of the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor, finance, trade
and other aspects, Xi said. In the next stage,
China and Pakistan should make more
efforts to advance the all-weather strategic
cooperation, Xi said, calling on both sides to
deepen high-level contacts and mutual support, strengthen strategic communication,
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bilateral engagement. The Prime Minister
extended felicitations to the Chinese leadership for successful holding of the 2nd Belt
and Road Forum (BRF). Noting the depth
and breadth of the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), the Prime Minister said it was of immense significance for the world in terms of
connectivity and shared prosperity.

Pakistan, Tajikistan to intensify cooperation

Prime Minister Imran Khan here on Friday met with Tajikistan President Emomali
Rahmon on the sidelines of the second Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, China. According
to a statement released from his office, both the leaders agreed to intensify cooperation
in diverse fields, including trade, energy, infrastructure and development.
They discussed energy cooperation and exchanged views on political relations, high
level exchanges, trade and economic interaction and regional situation, read the statement. On the occasion, Prime minister Imran Khan reiterated that Pakistan attached
great importance to its ties with Tajikistan. He said that Pakistan wanted closer ties and
enhanced collaboration with Tajikistan in diverse fields. Both the leader reviewed the
progress of CASA-1000 project and resolved to ensure its timely completion.
and promote high-quality cooperation in
production capacity, infrastructure construction, people’s livelihood and trade within the
framework of the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI).
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
has played an important role in Pakistan’s
economic development and the improvement
of people’s lives, Imran Khan said, believing
more and more countries will support and
participate in the cooperation under the BRI.
Pakistan is willing to consolidate its traditional
friendship with China, deepen pragmatic cooperation, and enhance communication and
coordination with China in multilateral affairs,
said the prime minister. The two sides also
exchanged views on the situations in South
Asia. Xi expressed the hope that Pakistan
and India can meet each other halfway and
promote the stabilization and improvement
of Pakistan-India relations.
In a meeting with his Chinese counterpart
Premier Li Keqiang, Prime Minister Imran
Khan, both the countries reached an agreement on the multibillion mainline-1 project
of the Pakistan Railways. Both the premiers
signed the agreement following delegation
level talks at the Great Hall of People in Beijing. The project envisages laying double rail
track between Peshawar and Karachi, which
will significantly reduce travel duration as
trains will travel at a speed of 160 kilometer

Mélange

per hour. The feasibility of the project was
prepared and agreed some 13 years back.
Premier Li said China was willing to work
with Pakistan to intensify high-level contacts,
deepen pragmatic cooperation, align the Belt
and Road Initiative with Pakistan’s development strategy, and jointly build a closer ChinaPakistan community with shared future.
China will further promote the construction
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor,
expand bilateral cooperation in the areas of
energy, environmental protection, industries
and people’s livelihood.
China stands ready to enhance coordination
with Pakistan in international and regional
affairs to safeguard their shared interests
and also that of other developing countries,
said the Chinese premier. Pakistan is willing
to work with China to expand cooperation
of special economic zones under the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor framework,
strengthen cooperation in green development
and environmental protection, and intensify
communication and coordination in international and regional affairs, Imran Khan said,
refuting the accusation that China has let
Pakistan fall into debt trap. They attended the
signing ceremony of cooperation documents
after the meeting.
Both leaders reaffirmed the time-tested and
strong friendship between Pakistan and China
and exchanged views on the myriad facets of
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The two sides exchanged views on bilateral
collaboration in the context of China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and prospects of
further deepening economic linkages.
The Prime Minister underscored the importance of CPEC for Pakistan’s economy and
noted with satisfaction its expansion into new
areas of development – including industrial
development; livelihood projects; social uplift;
and agriculture in line with the priorities of
government.
He hoped that Chinese investment in
Specialized Economic Zones (SEZs) would
expand Pakistan’s industrial base and assist
in diversifying its export basket. Underlining
the steady growth of bilateral cooperation
since the Prime Minister’s last visit to China
in November 2018, Premier Li Keqiang expressed satisfaction at the positive momentum
of CPEC projects.
He hoped that the conclusion of the Second
Phase of China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (FTA), would give further boost to

PM Khan stresses for relations with African counties

Prime Minister Imran Khan emphasized on
the relations with African countries in a
meeting with his Ethiopian counterpart Abiy
Ahmed. According to details, the two leaders
met each other on the sidelines of One Belt
One Road Forum taking place in the Chinese
capital. During the meeting, topics pertaining
to international issues, regional situation and
other matters of mutual interest also came
under discussion.
Prime Minister Khan further suggested
boosting trade and political activities while
seconding the idea of bilateral exchange
of high level delegation. Pakistan has been
expanding its ties with African countries, he
said adding that the promotion of commercial activities would require people-to-people
contact between the two sides.
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trade and economic relations between the
two countries.
The two sides agreed to further deepen the
political, security, economic, education, science
and technology, cultural, and people-to-people
relations. It was agreed to maintain the existing momentum of high level exchanges
between the two countries.
The two leaders also exchanged
views on regional issues including peace efforts in Afghanistan
and peace and stability in South
Asia. They also agreed to closely
coordinate in their endeavours.
A day earlier, Prime Minister
Imran Khan met with Chinese
Vice President Wang Qishan
and the host observed that as a
major pioneering project of the
Belt and Road Initiative, the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor had achieved important
early outcomes. Wang called on
both sides to continue implementing the consensus reached
by leaders of the two countries,
strengthen cooperation in all
respects, promote exchanges and mutual
learning between the civilizations, and make
the China-Pakistan relations more substantive
and result-oriented in the new era.
Imran Khan said Pakistan stands ready to
work with China in developing the ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor and elevate
bilateral ties to a new level. The vice president
also hosted a banquet for the prime minister
and the Pakistani delegation on behalf of
President Xi Jinping.
While addressing Pakistan and China

Investment Forum organized by the Ministry
of Commerce, Prime Minister Imran Khan
invited the Chinese entrepreneurs to take
benefits of investment friendly policies of
the present government and relocate their
industries in the special economic zones
being built under China-Pakistan Economic

Corridor (CPEC), a pilot project of Belt and
Road Initiative.
We want the Chinese entrepreneurs to
relocate their industries in special economic
zones being constructed in Pakistan just like
they repositioned the industries in Vietnam
and other countries. More than 370 Chinese
companies and businessmen and 70 entrepreneurs from Pakistan participated in the
forum. The prime minister also expressed his
government’s resolve to remove impediments
in the way of investment and make the doing

PM Imran Khan meets CEO World Bank

Prime Minister Imran Khan held a meeting with Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of World Bank
Kristalina Georgieva on the sidelines of second Belt and Road Forum and discussed Pakistan’s
economic condition, while Prime Minister Imran Khan briefed CEO World Bank about reforms
being taken by the Pakistani government to uplift country’s economy.
Georgieva and PM Khan discussed expected financial assistance from the bank. Pakistan is
expecting financial program up to $8billion. The prime minister was flanked by his Advisor on
Finance Abdul Hafeez Shaikh and his Advisor on Trade Abdul Razaq Dawood during the meeting.
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business easy for the Chinese businessmen in
Pakistan.
He said the government has offered incentives and concessions in the tax and asked
them to use Pakistan as base for the export to
other countries. Unfortunately, the previous
government did not pay much attention to
set up export industries but
the present government has
changed policy and encouraging investment, adding, We are
not only helping the exporters
but also providing incentives
to businessmen and traders to
relocate their industries in our
country.
On the CPEC, he said, it was
started with building infrastructure and couple of roads
has blossomed to different
areas of cooperation as now it
has gone into cooperation in
agriculture which is the lifeline
of Pakistan. He expressed
the confidence the economic
growth would improve after
the rise of agriculture products
with the cooperation of China. Highlighting
the security situation in the country, he said
it has been greatly improved with sacrifices
rendered by Pakistan’s armed forces and other
security organizations. They have overcome a
difficult security situation.
A day earlier, while speaking at the Opening Ceremony of the Second Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooperation, Prime
Minister Imran Khan urged the participant
countries of the Belt and Road Initiative
to join hands in fighting climate change by
planting 100 billion trees, establish tourism
corridor and combat corruption. Prime
Minister suggested a five-point road map to
direct efforts and focus on the peoples of the
participating countries, and towards addressing impediments on their way to sustainable
growth.
Speaking on the theme of “Shaping a
Brighter Future”, Prime Minister Imran
Khan told the gathering comprising around
37 world leaders the urgency to create a
poverty alleviation fund and the importance
of efforts to further liberalize trade and
investment flows. World leaders including
Russian president Vladimir Putin, Italian
prime minister Giuseppe Conte, UK chancellor Philip Hammond, and the heads of state
of the 10 Asean – Association of South-east
Asian Nation states, besides over 5,000 participants from more than 150 countries were
also present on the occasion. The United
States has sent a low-level delegation, while
India opted not to attend.
Author is the President, Center of Pakistan
and International Relations (COPAIR) and
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ and
‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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Overcoming Mistrust

Pak-Iran Leadership

Committed to Friendship

PM Imran Khan, Iranian leadership discuss range of issues

R

Erum Akbar

elations between Pakistan and
Iran are mainly influenced by cultural and religious ties. Soon after
independence in 1947, Tehran
has come forward to establish
brotherly relations with Pakistan. Following
the visit by Pakistan’s prime minister, Liaqat
Ali Khan, diplomatic relations between the
both countries became more vibrant. Later
the shah of Iran visited Pakistan in 1950. A
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major opportunity for collaboration between
Iran and Pakistan was provided by the US led
Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), created
in 1955. CENTO was a crucial factor in further
strengthening Pakistan-Iran ties. It also paved
the way for collaboration in security matters,
moreover the desire for economic cooperation was realised through the creation of the
Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD)
in 1964 with Iran, Pakistan and Turkey as its
initial members.
In May 2017, Hassan Rouhani was elected
for four more years as president of Iran.
Fortunately, he is the one who has moderate
thinking. He is also supported by the ethnic
Sunni groups in Iran, who see him as a better
choice than others. Hassan Rouhani has vowed
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to boost cooperation on regional security and
trade during his visit to Islamabad in 2016, the
first visit by an Iranian head of state in 14 years.
The project, known as The Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India natural gas
pipeline, or TAPI, would provide energy and
employment to the people of the region. In
a broader scenario the pipeline is not only
for the purpose of transporting gas, but will
also connect one of the most economically
disconnected regions, with unending border
disputes and geopolitical conflict between
India and Pakistan, as well as troubles in
Afghanistan.
Turkmenistan has the fourth largest
reservoir of gas in the world and India, Asia’s
third largest economy, is a major consumer.
From Turkmenistan’s Galkynysh gas field, the
pipeline will enter Afghanistan to pass through
Herat and Kandahar and the Pakistani cities of
Quetta and Multan, before reaching India at
Fazilka in northern Punjab province. Currently
during visit of Prime Minister Imran Khan to
Iran both countries has showed their consent
that, Pakistan and Iran will establish a joint
border security force to respond to an uptick
in violence along the countries’ shared border.
Border security was top of the agenda for
Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit
to Tehran, where he met Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani and Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei, especially in context of recent a
recent unfortunate event in which at least 14
Pakistani security forces personnel were killed
in a bus ambush. There were evidences of
involvement of Iran-based armed groups as
revealed by foreign Minister of Pakistan. Both
countries also agreed to establish a barter
committee to aid in a planned increase in trade
between them.
There is consent from both sides to set up
a barter committee so that the goods and
needs of the two countries can be exchanged
and a barter account is created. Plans were
already in the works to link the two countries
new deepwater trade ports of Gwadar and
Charbahar by rail. Pakistan had always
walked a tightrope in its relations with Iran
and Saudi Arabia, eager to maintain neutrality
while staying close to both allies. Pakistan has
maintained a delicate balance in relations
between Saudi Arabia and Iran.
On March 21, Iran announced that four other
abducted guards had been released with the
efforts of the Pakistani Army. Islamabad has
vowed to gear up the fight against terrorism
and its measures to provide western borders
with increased security can have a significant
effect on the development of ties with Iran.
Pakistan’s Relations with Iran are marked by
close historic and cultural linkages and strong
people to people exchanges. Pakistan’s efforts
to eradicate the menace of terrorism are very
much evident. Security agencies of Pakistan
must be appreciated for the way they tackled
and overcame terrorism in Pakistan. These
efforts will further continue during the tenure
of current government and thereafter.
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Supreme Leader receives Pakistani PM

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei received Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday evening. Ayatollah Khamenei met with the Pakistani
prime minister and his accompanying delegation, the official website of the Supreme Leader
reported. Imran Khan was visiting Tehran for the first time after his election as the Pakistani
premier in August 2018.
The visit is taking place on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of establishment of IranPakistan relations. Prior to Tehran, Imran Khan was in the holy city of Mashad on pilgrimage to
the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS), the eighth Shia Imam. President Hassan Rouhani officially
welcomed the Pakistani prime minister on Monday and the two countries’ high-ranking officials
are expected to sign a number of cooperation documents.

To take bilateral brotherly relations forward,
Prime Minister Imran Khan paid a visit to
Tehran and held detailed discussions with
Iranian leadership on the issues related to the
promotion of bilateral cooperation between
both the countries. Addressing a joint press
conference with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani, Pakistani Prime Minister Imran
Khan said Islamabad was determined not
to allow terrorists to use its soil for attacking
other countries. He noted that that despite
the presence of the NATO in Afghanistan not
much has been achieved in fighting terrorist
there while by now all Pakistani political groups
have come to the conclusion that Pakistan
should not allow militant groups to use their
soil for terrorist attacks against other countries.
The most important reason for my visit
to Iran is terrorism, he said, adding that a
recent uptake in terrorist attacks had caused
differences between Tehran and Islamabad.
We know that Iran also suffers from terrorism
and terrorist groups that use Pakistani soil for
terrorist operations, Imran Khan mentioned,
saying he has brought along the country’s
security chief to hold talks with Iranian
authorities.
Imran Khan emphasized that both Islamabad
and Tehran should build mutual confidence
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and assure that terrorist groups won’t use
their soil to launch terrorist attacks. We need
to build confidence and engage in cooperation
in various fields, he said. The Pakistani Premier
stressed that its north-western neighbour has
been grappling with four decades of war and
terrorism but that time is ripe for political
dialogue there. We are ready for any kind of
cooperation with Iran to address the issue
through dialogue, political and diplomatic
channels, Imran Khan said. If there is peace
in Afghanistan, there will be more trade and
commerce as well, he noted.
The Pakistani head of government likened
the situation in the disputed region with the
situation in Palestine, criticizing the Indian
forces for pressuring and cracking down on the
Kashmir people. There is no military solution
for the situation in Kashmir. The situation
in Kashmir is like the Palestinian issue. He
went on to slam the recent Israeli moves such
as recognizing the occupied Golan Heights
as its part, or claiming Jerusalem (Quds) as
Israeli capital. These decisions violate the
international norms and cause instability in
the Middle East. Imran khan stressed that his
country wants to use the Iranian expertise in
healthcare, energy and technology in a bid to
further develop bilateral ties.
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It is pertinent to note here that it first visit of
Prime Minister Imran Khan to the brotherly,
neighbouring country since assuming office
in August 2018. Prime Minister Imran Khan
visited Iran in line with government’s approach
to meaningfully strengthen its relations with all
neighbouring countries. Iran is an important
Muslim neighbour having centuries old people
to people, religious and cultural affinities with
Pakistan.
In Tehran, the Prime Minister held in-depth
one-on-one and delegation-level talks with
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, and
called on the Iranian Supreme Leader Seyyed
Ali Khamenei. This first leadership level
interaction between the two sides, enabled
strengthening of the mutual understanding
on important issues in bilateral, regional and
international domains.
Bilaterally, the two sides exchanged views on
issues related to Pakistan-Iran border security;
facilitation of Pakistani pilgrims and zaireen
travelling every year in large numbers to
Iran; overcoming hindrances in promotion of
bilateral trade and economic activity; opening
of new border crossing points, establishment of
new border market; enhancing cooperation in
energy, consular, health, railways sectors; and
promotion of cultural collaboration, tourism
and people to people exchanges between the
two countries.
In the regional domain, both Pakistan and
Iran agreed to join hands for promoting efforts
for peace in Afghanistan through an Afghanowned and Afghan-led solution and evolving
a broader regional consensus in this regard.
During the visit, Prime Minister also addressed
the Pakistani and Iranian business community,
highlighting the need for private sector’s
proactive role in realizing the full potential of
bilateral trade and economic relations.
According to joint statement issued on
the conclusion of his visit to Tehran, while
emphasizing historical, cultural, religious and
civilizational ties between the two neighboring
and Muslim countries, and highlighting the
commitment of the senior officials of the two
countries to expand relations in all areas of
mutual interest, the two sides reiterated the
importance of deepening and reinforcing
bilateral ties based on principles of national
interest, territorial integrity and mutual respect
for national sovereignty. They called for swift
implementation of bilateral agreements as a
step towards realizing this important goal.
Both sides highlighted that common borders
should be the borders of peace and friendship,
and acknowledged the necessity of forging
regular cooperation and exchange of views
between political, military and security officials
of the two countries to combat threats such
as terrorism, smuggling of narcotics, human
trafficking, hostage-taking, money-laundering
and abduction.It was also agreed that the10th
Round of the Special Security Committee
of the two Ministries of Interior will be held
in Islamabad in June 2019 to discuss these
matters in detail.
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Iran proposes FTA with Pakistan

Head of Tehran’s Chamber of Commerce Masoud Khansari said on Monday that Iran and
Pakistan can barter commodities and sign a free trade agreement as ways to help facilitate
trade between the two neighboring countries. Khansari made the remarks during a meeting
in Tehran with visiting Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan. Trade and economic ties between
Iran and Pakistan which presently stand at around $2 billion is not satisfactory and need to
be boosted, Khansari said. The unfair sanctions on Iran overshadowed the relations between
Iran and Pakistan over the past years, he added.He, however, noted that the new US sanctions
on Iran can open a new gate for the expansion of relations between Tehran and Islamabad.
Khansari expressed the hope that different problems, including lack of financial and banking
channels, high tariffs and smuggling of goods will be resolved through negotiations held on
the sidelines of the Pakistani prime minister’s visit to Iran. The Pakistani prime minister arrived
in the Iranian capital for an official visit on Sunday evening.
It was also agreed that the next meeting of the
Joint Consular Commission would be held on
2nd half of 2019 to review the progress made
so far and chart the way forward in further
facilitating the movement of people from both
sides. Pakistan side welcomed the initiation of
the process for release of a number of Pakistani
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prisoners by the Government of Iran, and for
making arrangements for their expeditious
repatriation to Pakistan.
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan agreed that enhancing and cementing
cooperation between Iran’s Sistan-Balochistan
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Province and Pakistan’s Balochistan Province
including opening of new border crossings
and border markets would contribute towards
improvement of the economic situation of local
residents, and further constitutes a step towards
resolving border challenges and insecurities.
Both sides agreed to hold the 2nd Round
of High Border Commission in Islamabad
in May 2019 to review the current status of
preparations and further measures required
for the earliest opening of new crossing points
at Gabd-Reemdan and Mand-Pishin, besides
opening of new border markets.
Both sides highlighted the necessity of
extending cooperation in energy sector
including export of electricity from Iran
to Pakistan. Pakistani side extended its
appreciation to the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Iran for continuing electricity
exports to Pakistan’s Balochistan Province.
Reaffirming the importance of strong and
historic socio-cultural and linguistic affinities
between the two countries and their peoples.
Both sides reaffirmed the need to further
strengthen these bonds through promotion
of academic, cultural and tourism activities,
particularly by encouraging more frequent
exchange of visits of intellectuals, folk artists,
cultural troupes and by enhancing tourism to
the historic religious sites in both countries.
Prime Minister Imran Khan reaffirmed the
support and solidarity of the government and
people of Pakistan with the people of Iran
over loss of precious human lives and material
damages due to recent severe floods in Iran.
Prime Minister of Pakistan expressed the
conviction that the people of Iran would handle
this natural calamity with their characteristic
resilience. Iranian side expressed its gratitude to
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Pakistan for sending humanitarian assistance
to the flood affected people in Iran.
Both sides welcomed the signing of a
declaration for cooperation in health sector
aimed at bilateral technical assistance and
experience sharing with tangible outputs.
Considering the increase in volume of
trade between the two countries in 2018,
the President of Iran and Prime Minister of
Pakistan instructed relevant institutions and
Ministries to devise all required mechanisms for
boosting monetary, financial and commercial
activities to their full potential by utilizing all
available options. The two sides also decided
to hold the 21st round of the Joint Economic
Commission (JEC)in the second half of 2019
in Pakistan to deliberate further on these issues.
Both sides discussed and exchanged views on
major regional and international issues, and
asserted that peace, tranquility and sustainable
development are prerequisite for enhancing
relations, integrity and synergy among the West
Asian countries.
Both sides reaffirmed their commitment
to the UN Charter and international law, in
particular the principles of sovereign equality
of states, political independence and noninterference in the internal affairs of States.
The two sides reiterated the need for all
States to adhere to the rule of law including
at the international level. In this context, they
expressed serious concerns over unilateral
application of measures by any country
that are inconsistent with the provisions of
international law and the principles of UN
Charter.
The President of Iran and Prime Minister
of Pakistan, referring to the necessity of
establishing a safe, stable and independent
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Afghanistan for the sake of regional peace and
stability, acknowledged the necessity of holding
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace dialogue
while calling upon regional countries and the
international community to work collectively to
end conflict and restore complete peace in the
country. Both sides also agreed to join efforts
for achieving a broader regional consensus in
this regard.
While condemning terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, both sides acknowledged
the great achievements of the two countries
in combating terrorism and emphasized that
efforts to develop regional and international
cooperation in preventing and countering
terrorism should be redoubled and the rootcauses of all types of terrorism in the region
identified and addressed.
Considering the importance of developing
connectivity and transit corridors in order to
accelerate and facilitate bilateral and regional
cooperation and trade, both sides welcomed the
implementation of bilateral and multilateral
agreements including the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), as well as agreements on
establishing the North–South and East–West
corridors in Iran.
The President of Iran and Prime Minister
of Pakistan welcomed all dimensions of
cooperation of the two countries with other
states, particularly the six-party Speakers’
Conference in Tehran with the purpose of
consolidating cooperation among the regional
states. Both sides highlighted the need to
resolve the issue of Jammu & Kashmir through
dialogue and peaceful means based on the will
of the people of that region and in line with
the resolutions of the United Nations Security
Council.
The President of Iran and Prime Minister
of Pakistan emphasized that the right of the
people of Palestine to establish an independent
and sovereign Palestinian state should be
respected as the key demand of the Muslim
states. Both sides also agreed to reinforce
endeavors through regional and international
arrangements and mechanisms to help
Palestinians establish an independent state.
Both sides stressed on swift and complete
implementation of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) by other states
considering the full compliance of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to its provisions.
The Prime Minister of Pakistan expressed
his appreciation to the President of the
Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm and
generous hospitality extended to the Pakistani
delegation, and officially invited H.E. Dr.
Hassan Rouhani to visit Pakistan at the earliest
convenience. President of Iran accepted the
gracious invitation. Dates for the visit will be
worked out through diplomatic channels.
Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l
Magazine and Secretary Information Center
of Pakistan and International Relations
(COPAIR)
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Sheikh
Mohammed
bin Rashid Al
Maktoum

A vision behind UAE’s
transformation intoWorld Attraction
MOHAMMAD ARSHAD

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai is a leader of par
excellence whose vision has transformed Dubai into world most
attractive investment destination as well as global business hub.
Sheikh Mohammed is known for being a truly inspirational man.
After all, he’s helped guide Dubai from a dusty city into the
bustling modern metropolis of today. Sheikh Mohammed is
known for being a man of the people, and can be seen in the
videos speaking about how tough parts of his upbringing
turned him into the man he is today, and how he wants
only the best for the Emirates.
Millions of people travel to UAE to reap the fruits
of his visionary leadership in the form of booming
economic and trade opportunities. Sheikh
Mohammad remains always busy in innovating
unique ideas to make UAE more and more
attractive for the world; this is why, UAE has
obtained a status of business hub in the world.
According to analysts, he is busy in creating new
concepts and techniques to change the world
perspective towards UAE.
Recently, he launched a new ministry with the
title of Ministry of Possibilities in UAE which
would operate without a minister, and will
‘address pressing national portfolios and build
future government systems’ according to a
Tweet by Sheikh Mohammed.
The ‘unconventional ministry’ will be
staffed by cabinet ministers. It will be
responsible for working on national programs
across four departments: The Department
of Anticipatory Services, Department of
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Behavioral Rewards, Department of UAE
Talent and Department of Government
Procurement.The ministry will build an
e-platform to facilitate government purchases,
shortening the process from 60 days to 6
minutes and discover talents in UAE children.
It is something unique idea to have a ministry
without minister.
Since his accession in 2006, after the death
of his brother Sheikh Maktoum, he has
undertaken reforms in the UAE’s government,
starting with the UAE Federal Government
Strategy in April 2007. In 2010 he launched
the UAE vision 2021 with the aim of making
the UAE ‘one of the best countries in the
world’ by 2021. He is a real leader behind the
growth of Dubai into a global city, as well as
the launch of a number of major enterprises
including Emirates Airline, DP World, and
the Jumeirah Group.
Many of these are held by Dubai Holding,
a company with multi-diversified businesses
and investments. Sheikh Mohammed has
overseen the development of numerous
projects in Dubai including the creation of
a technology park and a free economic zone,
Dubai Internet City, Dubai Media City, the
Dubai International Finance Centre, the Palm
Islands and the Burj Al Arab hotel. He also
drove the construction of Burj Khalifa, the
tallest building in the world.
An equestrian, he is the founder of
the Maktoum family-owned Godolphin
racing stable and the owner of Darley, a
thoroughbred breeding operation with
operations in six countries. In 2012, he rode
the horse Madji Du Pont 160 km to take the
FEI World Endurance Championship.
He is a recognised poet in his native
Arabic. He has a special relationship with
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who is the
Crown Prince of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi,
and the Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, and is seen as the de
facto leader of the UAE.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid alMaktoum is credited with helping to force
Dubai’s rapid expansion. The economic
depression has hit Dubai extremely hard,
due to its dependence on tourism and
building which has led to many newspaper
reports of construction slowing and in some
cases stopping altogether. In an effort to
combat the recession, Dubai has announced
various tax cutting measures to incentivise
businesses in the region. Dubai has also
been in the news for its attitudes towards
adultery, which are seen as harsh in the
Western world, with some cases forcing the
intervention of other governments on behalf
of their citizens.
In 2016, the Government of Abu Dhabi
announced a long-term plan for the
transformation of the emirate’s economy,
including a reduced reliance on the oil
sector as a source of economic activity over
time and a greater focus on knowledge-based
industries in the future.
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Entitled ‘Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030’,
it identifies the following as the Government’s
immediate economic priorities; building
an open, efficient, effective and globally
integrated business environment adopting

August 2007, the Abu Dhabi Economic
Vision 2030 is a roadmap for the Emirate’s
economic progress.
Seeking to ensure the continued success of
the Emirate’s development, the Government

a disciplined fiscal policy that is responsive
to economic cycles, establishing a resilient
monetary and financial market environment
with manageable levels of inflation, driving
significant improvement in the efficiency of
the labour market, developing a sufficient and
resilient infrastructure capable of supporting
anticipated economic growth, developing a
highly skilled, highly productive work force,
enabling financial markets to become the key
financiers of economic sectors and projects.
The UAE will have achieved Abu Dhabi
Economic Vision 2030, Environment Vision
2030 (Abu
During the 21st century, Dhabi), Plan Abu
UAE has to implement D h a b i 2 0 3 0 ,
Abu Dhabi
policies that move away Transportation
from globalization and Mobility
toward localization to Management
conserve their energy Strategy, Surface
resources, provide local Transport Master
jobs to citizens of the P l a n ( A b u
UAE instead of foreign Dhabi), Dubai
citizens, and maintain Autonomous
Transportation
their local decision- Strategy, Dubai
making authority Industrial
Strategy 2030,
Dubai 3D
Printing Strategy
and UN’s 2030
Agenda.
Based on the principles laid out in the
Government’s Policy Agenda published in

of Abu Dhabi has set guidelines and priorities
for the Emirate’s socio-economic progress in
its Policy Agenda.
Taking these guidelines as its parameters,
the Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030 has
been developed by the Government, in
consultation with the private sector, as a 22year strategy to achieve these aims, and to
ensure that all stakeholders in the economy
are moving in concert, with a clear view of
the long-term goals.
The Abu Dhabi Policy Agenda 2007/2008
defines the priorities for public policy in the
Emirate. These priorities have been set to
achieve what the Government of Abu Dhabi
sees as its primary goals: a safe and secure
society and a dynamic, open economy. The
Government has identified nine pillars that
will form the architecture of the Emirate’s
social, political and economic future:
The Government wished to see the creation
of higher-value employment opportunities,
especially for Nationals, and maximising
participation of women in the workforce. To
encourage investment and entrepreneurial
activity, the Government plans to contribute
to enhancing the business environment
through further legislative reform and
by ensuring that all economic policy is
formulated with reference to rigorous
data sources and statistical information.
Enhancing the economy and business climate
will also help to integrate Abu Dhabi further
into the global economy by attracting foreign
as well as local investment, and by facilitating
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export of capital through targeted investments
with international partners.
Despite the international turmoil over the
cost of oil, UAE is already considered to be
the Hong Kong of the Middle East. When
the world’s oil supply runs out and/or it’s
no longer needed, UAE would survive in a
new oil-free world. Commercial activity in
the UAE region would simply grow instead
of withering because it was a major trading
center centuries before oil was known to even
exist. The emirate’s trade access with Iran is
similar to Hong Kong’s trade with China due
to Iran being ostracized by the majority of the
Western world.
During the 21st century, UAE has to
implement policies that move away from
globalization and toward localization to
conserve their energy resources, provide local

alternate fuels, the reserve fuels that will keep
economy activity afloat in Dubai will last until
the end of the 21st century. Maintaining an
oil-based economy will continue to relegate
women into being second-class citizens
with no prospect for employment or social
advancement. The development of a broader
manufacturing industry may create more jobs
for women, enhancing the role that women
play in Dubai’s male-dominated society
in addition to the rest of the United Arab
Emirates.
Under his visionary leadership, the emirate
has not only defied a global economic crisis,
but emerged from it bigger, better, stronger,
smarter and happier. In December 2006,
he said, the UAE is the embodiment of
confronting difficulties, overcoming obstacles
and conquering the impossible. It is also

jobs to citizens of the United Arab Emirates
instead of foreign citizens, and maintain
their local decision-making authority.
Zoning policies would be adjusted by Dubai’s
municipal government to promote resource
conservation and eliminate sprawl.
The last remaining oil deposits in the United
Arab Emirates will run out at the end of 2029.
Even when there is no more oil in the UAE,
their federal government will make 90% of
the income that they earned in 2013 by virtue
of milking the tourism industry to the fullest.
As of February 2006, Dubai (along with the
rest of the United Arab Emirates) only has a
reserve supply of 44 billion barrels of crude
petroleum.
If used properly and in conjunction with

the case that the achievements of Sheikh
Mohammed and the mark he has made
cannot be contained by just the past 10 years.
During the 1970s, Sheikh Mohammed was
both head of the Dubai Defence Force and
Minister of Defence. He was instrumental in
the creation of Emirates airline in 1985 and,
as Crown Prince, launched the landmark
Burj Al Arab hotel in 1999 and instigated the
construction of the Palm Jumeirah in 2001.
Those last three are now potent symbols of
Dubai as a world city, as is the Burj Khalifa
which, in the first four years of his rule,
rose from a concrete stump to become the
tallest building in the world. Concrete, steel
and glass are certainly some measure of his
achievements.
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In 2010, the UAE Government launched the
UAE Vision 2021, which sets the key themes
for the Social and economic development of
the UAE and calls for a shift to a diversified
and knowledge-based economy. This program
will be supervised by The Ministry of Cabinet
Affairs. This program is multidimensional
and aims to provide the Emirati nationals
with the highest possible standards of welfare.
The needs and aspirations of Emiratis are at
the core of the development process as set by
the UAE Vision 2021, Sheikh Mohammed
said. On the day following the launch of
this program, the Crown Prince tweeted in
English: Today we set our goals for the govt.
of Dubai in 2021, as we march confidently
towards the future & new horizons, adding
In a first of its kind initiative, the government
aims to compete with the private sector in
terms of the caliber of service it provides. His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan.
In 2015 Dubai transported population on
a modern metro network, and welcomes its
millions of visitors through the world’s busiest
international airport and on to an unrivalled
collection of luxury hotels. The city became a
home and a haven for hundreds of thousands
in a part of the world that is increasingly
uncertain and unstable; it offers prosperity,
security and tolerance as much around it
slips towards chaos. Enterprise in all areas is
encouraged and rewarded. As a result, since
2006, the emirate’s population has grown
from 1.4 million to nearly 2.5 million.
This is not the result of a simple economic
calculation of the benefits from growth to
the country’s economy. Sheikh Mohammed
has always understood why prosperity is so
important.
In his 2013 book, Flashes of Thought, he
wrote: our region is home to more than
200 million young people. We have the
opportunity to inspire them with hope and to
direct their energies towards improving their
lives and the lives of those around them. If
we fail, we will abandon them to emptiness,
unemployment and the malicious ideologies
of terrorism.
This understanding of the bigger picture is
a hallmark of Sheikh Mohammed, both as
Ruler of Dubai and Prime Minister of the
UAE. He has a clear understanding of the
responsibilities and duties of leadership. A
true leader does not derive power from his
position, he wrote in Flashes of Thought, but
from his ethics, from people’s love for him, and
from his knowledge, education and excellence
in his field of work.
It is a philosophy of leadership that runs
through the DNA of his first 10 years as
Ruler. He is a visible presence both at home
and abroad, from the winners’ enclosure at
Britain’s Royal Ascot horse racing festival (one
of his great passions) to answering questions
live for listeners on local radio, to his Twitter
feed that now tops 5.3 million followers.
Social media is an example of his embrace
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of the modern world. He speaks frequently
of his vision to make Dubai the Arab world’s
first Smart City, where every aspect of life is
interconnected in a way that improves life for
all, from traffic lights controlled by a single
control centre, to a host of services from
booking a taxi or paying a utility bill from the
screen of a smartphone.
It is also at the core of Vision 2021, unveiled
a year ago by Sheikh Mohammed as Prime
Minister. In six years, the golden jubilee of
the UAE Vision 2021 establishes an agenda
of national priorities that include world-class
health and education and a knowledge-based
economy expressed in a spectacular space
mission that will make the UAE the first
Arab country to send a probe to Mars. All of
this involves risk to some degree. In 2009,
the global economic downturn produced
an economic crisis that some international
observers doubted Dubai could survive.
That it weathered the storm is another
defining chapter of Sheikh Mohammed’s
leadership, expressed in two more quotes from
Flashes of Thought: To take risk and fail is not
a failure. Real
failure is to fear
Under his visionary taking any risk,
leadership, the and An easy life
not make
emirate has not does
men, nor does
only defied a it build nations.
global economic Challenges
crisis, but emerged m a k e m e n ,
it is these
from it bigger, and
men who build
better, stronger, nations.
smarter and
It is the nature
happier o f S h e i k h
Mohammed’s
achievements
t h a t
t o
understand
them it is as important to look forward as
to look back on the past 10 years. Two years
ago, the country celebrated as Dubai won the
right to host Expo 2020, an international
event which Sheikh Mohammed promises
will astonish the world.
By then, the Business Bay Canal will have
been completed, connecting Dubai Creek
to Jumeirah with a new park featuring a
lagoon and man-made beach. This year
three new theme parks will open – Legoland,
the Hollywood-themed Motiongate and
Bollywood Parks. If all of this can be distilled
to a single word for Sheikh Mohammed’s
vision, it would be happiness. As he puts it:
Good governance is about nothing more or
less than creating happiness. It really is that
simple.
Now Sheikh Mohammed has outlined 50year charter for Dubai; the pledge was made
a day after Sheikh Mohammed shared his
8-point mantra of governance. A Dubai Silk
Road that connects the East and West and the
North and South are among the nine visions
laid out by him. Our region has historically
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been one of civilisation and trade and this role
must be restored, he said in the ‘Fifty-Year
Charter’.
The document is a pledge and promise
regarding improving the quality of life,
develop the community of Dubai, and ensure
the future of generations to come. This is
a Charter that represents our pledge and
promise towards enhancing the life of people
in Dubai in 2019. A new charter shall be
launched on January 4 every year. The charter
will be released on January 4 each year to
announce exceptional projects in Dubai. We
have divided this document into nine articles
in order to facilitate implementation, follow
up and accountability.
50-year Charter contains nine articles that
aim to develop the quality of life and guarantee

and based on the eight principles, which we
already announced to ensure the sustainability
of UAE’s well fare and prosperity, he said.
It is Dubai’s destiny to be a hub between
the east and west, north and south and a top
destination for the world. We have the largest
international airport in the world connecting
us to more than 200 cities. During the coming
10 years, more than a billion passengers will
travel through our airport. We also run some
80 ports around the world, each of which is
connected to tens of cities. Our next step is to
build our own silk road in cooperation with
brothers and friends. Our region has always
been known for its civilisation and trade, and
we have to restore that role. We will work to
develop an international system to support
our ambitions.

a better future for generations. the document
will be named the Fifty-Year Charter, after his
50th anniversary of starting his first mission in
serving his homeland and people. On January
4, 2019, we announced our commitment (the
ruling family, government and working teams)
to the vision stated in this document, which
will not replace strategic plans the government
is developing or implementing, said Shaikh
Mohammad.
This document contains part of our vision
for the future of Dubai and the life that we
want to offer to everyone living on this land, he
added. Shaikh Mohammad underscored that
on January 4 every year, the Fifty-Year-Charter
would be renewed with exceptional projects
and programmes in Dubai. We expect that
everyone will work based on this document

Over the course of the coming period, we
are going to develop a geographical and
economic map for Dubai, to turn it into
integrated and specialised free economic
zones. Each geographical-economic sector in
the city will have its own board, which runs,
promotes, and competes with similar sectors.
Each geographic sector will also have its own
investment and economic goals, which we will
follow up on their implementation in sheer
transparency. Each economic sector will also
have a governor who will fulfil the goals for
which the sector has been set up.
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ASEAN & Regional Economic Integration
HADI BANDIAL

W

ith the changing global economic paradigm shifts the
importance of close collaboration and integration
between the regional blocs
has further enhanced. World major powers
use sanctions’ tools to obtain their economic
objectives. This has increased the utility of
trade and economic cooperation between the
blocs so that the effectiveness of the sanctions
may either be reduced or avoided.
However, multi polar world provides
numerous options for skirting sanctions
imposed by the a major super power on any
country’s trade. For instance, major economic
powers continued importing oil from Iran
despite US sanctions. Similarly, Venezuela
also used Russian channel to export oil
and skirted US sanctions. Moreover, North
Korean President Kim seems inclined to
Russia to fight out US sanctions.
Amid this scenario, Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) is also in dire need to
integrate with other regional blocs to harvest
economic yields as well as to avoid any kind
of trade tariffs on exports to other regions.
It is important because recently Indonesia
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Notable progress has
been made in areas such
as traditional and nontraditional security, trade,
tourism, agriculture, transport,
education, health, culture
and information, media,
environment, and narrowing the
development gap.

President Joko Jokowi Widodo and Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad,
have sent a joint letter to officially protest the
European Union’s plan to remove palm oil
from its market.
Indonesia and Malaysia produce over 80
percent of global palm oil output, created a
historic moment for ASEAN because this is
likely the first time members have jointly sent
a protest letter to another country or trade
bloc. They strongly warned they were prepared to take retaliatory measures. The two
countries would not hesitate to take the case
to the World Trade Organization, in addition
to taking unilateral actions. Both the governments view this as a deliberate, calculated
and adverse economic and political strategy
to remove palm oil from the EU marketplace.
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Last month, the European Commission
dropped the use of palm oil as a base for biofuel, blaming the cultivation of the commodity for severe deforestation. Palm oil-based
biofuels are to be completely prohibited by
2021. Should this delegated regulation enter
into force our governments shall review our
relationship with the European Union as
a whole, as well as its member states. This
may include the reviewing of our partnership
negotiations, procurement contracts and key
imports from the EU, the two leaders warned.
Earlier, in a letter to her ASEAN counterparts Indonesia Foreign Minister Retno LP
Marsudi stated that developments in the EU
were hurting the interests of ASEAN palm
oil-producing states and caused the deferral
of the elevation of the ASEAN-EU dialogue
relations to a strategic level. The minister
urged other members of ASEAN to follow
suit. With Singapore an exception, all ASEAN
members are major commodity and resource
exporters. Therefore, ASEAN should send
a strong warning to their trading partners,
especially in the Western bloc, to think twice
before playing fire with Southeast Asia.
The EU should remember that times have
changed and ASEAN is in a quite strong position to retaliate against any punitive and discriminatory acts by their trade counterparts.
Decades ago, European countries often acted
arbitrarily citing various pretexts, such as the
protection of the environment and human
rights, to ensure their economic domination.
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We don’t believe the EU’s palm oil policy is
solely based on noble motives to protect our
planet. They pretend to forget the major efforts undertaken by Indonesia and Malaysia
to protect the environment. Evidently the EU
opts to punish ASEAN just to protect their
uncompetitive products.
Issues of human rights, labor protection,
unfair trade practices, corruption or abuse of
power are often cited by Western countries
to dictate to developing nations, although
they are not entirely wrong. There are still
many problems, but the EU should stop
using rotten tactics to force it will in trade
and economic affairs. ASEAN should unite as
a regional grouping to oppose such practices.
At the same time, concluding the negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) presents the
biggest challenge to Thailand as this year’s
Asean chair, trade officials said, as little
tangible progress has been made in the talks
so far. Good headway has been made in the
development of the Asean Single Window to
improve the flow of goods within the region
at 25th Asean Economic Ministers’ Retreat
(AEMR) in Phuket, where trade officials from
the 10 Asean members discussed issues surrounding economic integration in the region.
Thailand has set conclusion of the RCEP
negotiations in 2019 as one of its 13 economic
deliverables as Asean chair. The conclusion
of the RCEP negotiations by the end of this
year is the most important and challenging
issue. It will be at the centre of discussions
during the AEMR meeting, acting commerce

cent of the value of world trade. In 2018, the
trade value between Thailand and the RCEP
countries was worth some US$70 billion.
Thailand’s exports to RCEP countries currently account for 58 per cent of the Kingdom’s total exports, according to data from
the Commerce Ministry. After the AEMR,
Asean senior officials will meet for at least
three more times through the rest of 2019 to
conclude the negotiations by November.
Our negotiation strategy is to first make sure
that Asean members have a common position on the different chapters of the RCEP
negotiations. This will be the key goal of the
AEMR and the following RCEP meetings.
When Asean members stand on common
ground, the 10 Asean countries can then
start to push the remaining six members of
the RCEP to come to a compromise on the
current outstanding issues as a bloc, she
explained.
At the same time it is welcoming development at the 20th ASEAN-China Joint
Cooperation Committee (ACJCC) where
both the sides reaffirmed their commitment
to further strengthen their strategic partnership. The meeting welcomed the significant
progress made in the implementation of the
ASEAN-China Plan of Action 2016-2020
which included the large number of activities
and projects implemented in more than 82%
of the identified action lines. Notable progress
has been made in areas such as traditional
and non-traditional security, trade, tourism,
agriculture, transport, education, health,
culture and information, media, environment,

minister Chutima Bunyapraphasara said.
RCEP is a 16-country mega-trade pact
encompassing 10 Asean nations as well as
India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia
and New Zealand. Negotiations have been
going on for seven years, and seven out of the
20 chapters in the RCEP negotiations have
been completed, leaving Thailand with the
challenge of completing 13 chapters in one
year. If the negotiations are successful, RCEP
will be the largest multilateral trade pact in
history.
The combined gross domestic product of
RCEP members accounts for up to 28 per
cent of global GDP and as much as 30 per

and narrowing the development gap.
Progress was also achieved in following up
the decisions made by the Leaders of ASEAN
and China at the 21st ASEAN-China Summit
last November, in line with the ASEAN-China
Strategic Partnership Vision 2030 to further
strengthen the relations. Both sides agreed
on the need to further expand the substantive
economic relationship, with efforts focused on
strengthening trade and investment relations,
including through the implementation of the
Protocol to upgrade the ASEAN-China Free
Trade Area as well as enhancing connectivity.
People-to-people exchanges will also be
strengthened including through enhanced
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cooperation in tourism and education.
ASEAN welcomed China’s continued support
for ASEAN’s community-building efforts, including its intention to increase contribution
to the ASEAN-China Cooperation Fund to
support more cooperation projects.
The meeting discussed activities to be
conducted during the ASEAN-China Year
of Media Exchange 2019 to promote mutual

80%

of global palm oil produce Indonesia and
Malaysia, created a historic moment for
ASEAN because this is likely the first time
members have jointly sent a protest letter to
another country or trade bloc

understanding between the two sides. The
ASEAN-China Year of Media Exchange
was launched in January in Jakarta and in
February in Beijing, and a joint statement
on media exchanges is expected to be issued
by the ASEAN-China Summit in November
this year.
Besides China, ASEAN and Republic of
Korea (ROK) reaffirmed commitment to
further strengthen strategic partnership and
enhance cooperation at the 6th ASEAN-ROK
Joint Cooperation Committee (JCC) meeting.
Both sides acknowledged the significant progress made in the implementation of the Plan
of Action 2016-2020 with a large number of
activities and projects implemented to address more than 88% of the identified areas of
cooperation. They took note of the progress
in non-traditional security, trade, transportation, agriculture, environment, culture and
arts, and people to people exchanges. Both
sides also agreed to further enhance cooperation in areas such as education, disaster
management, cyber security, connectivity, and
humanitarian assistance.
The meeting noted the positive status of
development cooperation between ASEAN
and the ROK, particularly in support of the
ASEAN community building efforts. Various projects have been implemented or are
ongoing to support ASEAN in narrowing
development gaps and integration. ASEAN
welcomed the ROK’s plan to double its contribution to the ASEAN-ROK Cooperation
Fund (AKCF) by the end of 2019 to support
more joint programmes and projects.
Writer is the CEO of Mélange IT Solutions &
The Asian Telegraph, an expert on Political
Economy, & Director of Bandial Group

Mélange

Business
Article

$230m
Gwadar International Airport launched
through a Chinese grant on Friday catapults
the city to new economic heights with hopes
for speedy transits among Central Asian,
Eurasian, South Asian and Middle
Eastern business communities
within three years

Pakistan-India Ties
A

development of the deep-sea port, the international airport at Gwadar and the development
of surface transport connectivity between
Gwadar and China’s far-west city of Kashgar.
The launch of the $230 million Gwadar
International Airport through a Chinese grant
on Friday catapults the city to new economic
heights with hopes for speedy transits among
Central Asian, Eurasian, South Asian and
Middle Eastern business communities within
three years. The deepwater port city is a key cog
in China’s $60 billion dollar CPEC project as
part of Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative that
looks to connect landlocked Central Asian
States and providing the shortest trade routes
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s the epicenter of the China
Pakistan Economic Corridor, the
economic significance of the port
city of Gwadar in Pakistan’s southwestern province of Balochistan
has risen significantly in recent years. Three
necessary conditions of the corridor were the

to the developing Western regions of China.
Presently, it is far too difficult for international
businesspeople to reach Gwadar, and they have
to use Karachi and Quetta airports located
hundreds of miles away in order to make it to
the port city. Without the appropriate travel
facilities, the city will simply be unable to attract
the level of foreign investment that is slated for
its mega-development.
After completion, the airport will be handling
air traffic from ATR 72, Airbus A-300 and
Boeing B-747 aircrafts on domestic and international routes. Hopes also remain high that
the new airport will contribute to improving a
floundering Pakistani aviation industry because
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of its demographical importance, and bring in
an increasing range of new commercial route
opportunities to Pakistan’s national carrier.
It is obvious that an international airport aids
the economy by encouraging international commerce and tourism, as well as through generating employment. It not only connects people
from different countries but essentially also
connects economies. The breaking of ground
at the new airport thus remains in line with
Islamabad’s stance that economic cooperation
among regional actors in the central, western
and south Asian nations is the answer to their
individual economic challenges.
Geo-economically, the international airport
opens up trade routes in Balochistan, Pakistan’s
largest and poorest province, providing employment opportunities in various sectors to alleviate poverty in local communities. The province
is also deep in the throes of an insurgency, and
without an economic lifeline,
Modi’s so-called curbing that
‘surgical strikes’ insurgency has
been difficult.
that claimed to Nearly 70 pertarget militants in cent of people
Pakistan after two in Balochistan
militant attacks live in poverty,
most of
in Indian-held and
the insurgent
Kashmir worked groups in the
to his advantage province seem
despite evidence to be linked
a sense
that the strikes with
of deprivation
were unsuccessful and underdeor non-existent velopment.
Indeed, the
CPEC and
Gwadar’s
development
appear to be
rays of hope
not only for the economy of the province at
large, but also to assist government and security
agencies in ending the recruitment of unemployed and disgruntled youth in Balochistan by
insurgent group propaganda..
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) led coalition is widely expected to win enough seats in
India’s Lok Sabha election to retain power.
This means Narendra Modi will be re-elected
as Prime Minister for the second time with
some foreign policy experts saying that a new
Modi government might attempt to revamp its
older anti-Pakistan policies and defuse tensions
between the two nuclear-armed countries.
Modi and the BJP hardliners have been using
anti-Pakistan propaganda since the 2014 elections to mobilize the support of Hindutva followers and Indian nationalists in both national
and state elections. A review of Modi’s five years
in power between 2014 and 2019 shows that
bilateral relations between India and Pakistan
remained consistently tense in these years.
State elections in India or uprisings in Indian
occupied Kashmir marred any hint of goodwill
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almost immediately.
Current trends in the Indian polity reveal that
it is perhaps too naive to expect Prime Minister
Modi and the hardliners in his party to modify
their stance towards Pakistan after the election.
Admittedly in the election campaign, political
leaders make too many promises, but once
they are settled in the parliament or formulate
a government, they adopt realistic policies and
deviate from electioneering rhetoric or hate
speeches.
Despite this, the probability of change in the
new Modi government’s policy toward Pakistan
seems low because his re-election campaign
has received a huge boost from the current
hostilities with Pakistan, and he will try to use
the conflict in future state elections, including in
the forthcoming Kashmir state elections.
The truth of the matter is that Modi’s so-called
‘surgical strikes’ that claimed to target militants
in Pakistan after two militant attacks in Indian-

Another factor which will hinder the deescalation of tensions between India and
Pakistan is the continuing situation in Indian
Occupied Kashmir. Mr. Modi and his hardliner associates are determined to change the
constitutional, autonomous status of the state
of Jammu and Kashmir. The BJP manifesto
of 2019 released earlier this week categorically
vows to strip the rights of autonomy from the
people of occupied Kashmir. The manifesto
also announced abolishing Article 35-A which
prevents outsiders from buying property in
Indian occupied Kashmir, and has agitated even
pro-Delhi Kashmiri leaders.
Moreover, the BJP promises to implement the
Uniform Civil Code facilitating the construction
of the controversial Ram Temple in Ayodhya
after coming into power in a move that will
increase the apathy of Indian Muslims in the
Modi government. Pakistan is not prepared to
accept India’s hegemony in the region. Prime

held Kashmir worked to his advantage despite
evidence that the strikes were unsuccessful or
non-existent. The first came in 2016 in Uri and
the second came earlier this year after a suicide
bombing in Pulwama killed 40 Indian soldiers.
In the aftermath of Uri, there is no proof to
support the claim that Indian forces struck
across the border at militant launch pads in
Pakistan-controlled territory. Similarly in
February 27, Delhi’s claims that Indian forces
hit back at militant camps in Pakistan’s Balakot
and downed a Pakistani jet were discredited
by neutral experts, most recently last week in
US-based Foreign Policy Magazine.
Interestingly, despite the damaged reputation
of the Indian armed forces after Pakistan shot
down two of their fighter jets in a dogfight
and captured their pilot in February, Modi’s
warmongering speeches and the aggressive
nationalism of the Indian media have only
increased the chances of a BJP victory in this
election. For the last few days of his re-election
campaign, Modi has in effect been reiterating,
“will you dedicate your vote to the brave men
who conducted the Balakot airstrikes, or to the
Central Reserve Force Policemen who lost their
lives in the Pulwama attack?”

Minister Imran Khan has been expressing his
desire to improve relations with India but not
on Modi’s terms, and this will make it difficult
for Modi to climb down the escalation ladder,
particularly when his government is endeavouring to purchase modernized military hardware.
Notably, Mr. Ajit Doval who is recognized as
Modi’s point-man for handling relations with
Pakistan, believes in continuing the doctrine of
offensive-defensive to keep Pakistan off-balance.
India has also been struggling to modernize its
armed forces and has created a huge military
industrial complex business in India which
discourages de-escalation of tensions.
Contrary to Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
statement that a re-elected BJP government
will be more conducive to peace, it is far more
possible that military tensions between India
and Pakistan will not only continue if the BJP
gets re-elected in India but that things will get
much worse
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Writer is an Islamabad-based analyst and
professor at the School of Politics and International Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University. e-mail:
jaspal_99@hotmail.com
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AIM 2019 A platform
of opportunities…

A

SAIMA ZAMAN

nnual investment meeting in
Dubai is an opportunity for
investors across the globe. 2019’s
Annual Investment Meeting
(AIM) concluded on 10th April.
The three days meeting was kicked off on 8th
march in Dubai and was opened by Shaikh
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior. The 9th
edition of the world’s biggest platform for
foreign direct investment (FDI) was held
under the theme of “Mapping the Future of
FDI: Enriching World Economies through
Digital Globalization”.
The event also witnessed the presence of
four presidents, 1 Deputy president and 40
ministers including Evo Morales, President,
Plurinational State of Bolivia; Muhammadu
Buhari, President, Federal Republic of
Nigeria; Rustam Minnikhanov, President
of Tatarstan, Russian Federation; Ramzan
Kadyrov, Head of Chechen Republic, Russian
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Federation and Huchiev Muslim, Deputy
Chairman of Chechen Republic, Russian
Federation.
More than 20,000 corporate leaders,
policy makers, businessmen, regional and
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international investors, entrepreneurs, leading academics, experts, and stakeholders from
over 140 countries from Europe, North America, Latin America, Africa, Middle East, and
Asia have participated in the three-day event.
About Dh 38.5 flowed into the foreign direct
investments in 2018 in Dubai, a growth of 41
per cent over 2017. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, which has just recently formulated an
open economy policy, gained a strategic move
participating at AIM 2019.
H.E. Majid bin Abdullah Al Qasabi Minister
of Commerce and Investment, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia said, “We saw growth in both
FDI inflows, which were 127 percent higher
in 2018 than in 2017, and in the number of
new licenses awarded. 739 new licenses were
awarded in 2018, an increase of 96 percent
on the previous year. This momentum has
continued in 2019, with broad based growth
across all sectors and geographies. The Saudi
Arabian economy is undergoing a period of
rapid transformation, and this is creating
new opportunities for the private sector and
international investors. Through Vision 2030,
we have been able to introduce a number of
new policies and reforms that are allowing
investors to tap into these opportunities in an
unprecedented way”.
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This year’s edition hold the Global Leaders
Debate session to tackle the overall theme and
deliberated the best practices that warrant the
creation of inclusive growth as well as evaluate
governments’ legal frameworks and marketfriendly policies favoring FDIs and the private
sector. The Global Leaders Debate has hosted
sessions titled ‘Block chain, Big Data & AI:
Foreseeing the Impact of Digital Economies’;
‘Countering the Global Rise of Protectionism Policies for Sustainable Growth’; and
‘Investment Promotion Agency Roundtable:
Attracting Investments in the 4.0 World’.
An Investors Debate was held on the
second day along with plenary sessions on
‘Family Office Roundtable: Investing in
the Future’; ‘Small and Medium Enterprise
Focus: Strengthening SMEs in a Digitalized
World’; ‘FDI and Human Capital: The Evolution of Workforce in a Digitally Globalized
World’; and ‘Regional Focus: Withstanding
Headwinds in the Foreign Direct Investment
Market’. A special presentation on ‘The Future
of Work’ was also presented on the same day.
AIM 2019’s ‘Invest In’ series were held on
the third day, focusing on Africa and Latin
America and the Caribbean.
Another important event of the ‘Invest In:
Africa’ session discussed about the benefits of
the continent’s digital transformation, while
the ‘Invest In: Latin America and the Caribbean’ has highlighted the facts that how FDI
can accelerate the digital transformation of the
Latin American production system. The threeday exhibition was held simultaneously alongside the conferences. Over 500 exhibitors and
co-exhibitors were part of the exhibition to
network in order to promote industry projects
and services as well as to attract investors of
various participating countries. It was indeed
an opportunity for governments and private
organizations to launch and promote their
projects to a vastly diverse audience.
Another very promising event for participants was the opportunity to learn more about
China’s One Belt, One Road Initiative during
a full-day special forum dedicated to the
massive trillion-dollar construction project,
which will significantly impact the economies
of more than 65 countries across Asia, Europe,
Africa, and Oceania. The One Belt and One
Road Business Cooperation and Development
Forum at AIM 2019 on the second day was
attended by high-ranking Chinese officials
with and they got a chance to speak to the
world regarding this giant initiative.
In addition, they briefed the business community worldwide with various investment
opportunities running around the mega
project. In his opening speech, Dr Abdullah
Bin Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi, Cabinet
Member and Minister of Infrastructure Development said, “We are delighted to welcome all
of you to the opening ceremony of the ninth
edition of the Annual Investment Meeting.
The forum, organised by the Ministry of
Economy, has become a prominent event
on the regional and international arenas as
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one of the largest investment gatherings in
the world. We are honored by the wide global

countries from around the world, who have
gathered here to jointly explore the latest
trends in foreign direct investment, as well
as to exchange experiences and knowledge,
explore business opportunities, and sign
cooperation agreements and partnerships.
As this edition of the Meeting coincides
with the Year of Tolerance in the UAE, this
platform also presents us with another opportunity to emphasize the value of tolerance
and its importance in promoting joint efforts
that are essential for productive partnerships
and development.” He further stated that the
outlook for the future remains optimistic,
given the 3.7 per cent global economic growth
experienced in 2018 and with the International Monetary Fund estimating that the
world economy will continue to grow in 2019

by 3.5 per cent. “At the national level, the UAE
continues to rank first in the region in terms
of FDI inflows, which in 2018 amounted to
$10.4 billion according to the Central Bank
of UAE estimates.
For the past six consecutive years, the UAE
has been leading the Arab countries in the
Ease of Doing Business Index. IMF maintains
positive economic forecasts in this regard, as
the country’s GDP growth is estimated at 3.7
per cent this year, added Dr Abdullah bin
Mohammed Belhaif Al Nuaimi. At AIM 2019,
one of the important segments was regarding the startup initiative which is indeed a
worldwide attraction as well as opportunity.
This edition of AIM featured AIM Startup
and Future Cities Show, in conjunction with
the Annual Investment Meeting (AIM) 2019.
Several cities from China also presented at the
global forum.

participation in this year’s edition, which
includes delegations from more than 140
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Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l
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s the Finance Ministers and
policymakers from Group 20
Industrialized countries have
noted that the risk that global
economic growth may slow
more than expected so a call has been issued
to the governments to overcome trade differences and opt for multilateral cooperation and
timely policy action. At one side, policymakers
from the G2 over that the weakness evident
in key economies would spread, especially if

Singapore’s growth trajectory will reflect a
slowdown, OCBC Bank’s head of treasury
research and strategy Selena Ling said deterioration in the global growth environment
has been fairly well-telegraphed for the last
few months. Analysts believe the downgrade
is unlikely to impact Singapore’s growth
forecasts.
The said consensus numbers here have
already been adjusted downwards, with the
Monetary Authority of Singapore’s (MAS)
survey last month of professional forecasters
finding an expected gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 2.5 percent for this year,
down from 2.6 per cent in December. The
economy grew 3.2 per cent last year. MAS
will likely stand pat on its monetary policy
stance at a review tomorrow, after two rounds

cent if risks do not materialise. The economist
also identified US-China trade talks as a risk
factor for Singapore, on top of a global tech
slowdown, saying Singapore’s economy is very
much dependent on how the global economy
performs.
Economist said the range of outcomes in
the second half of the year is wide, although
he added there is a low probability of recession. For now, economists are gearing up for
what some call a disappointing advance GDP
estimate for the first quarter, at below 2 per
cent. Manufacturing growth has stagnated in
the first two months and a lot of trade-related
services and sectors have been hit. But exports
and trade figures, as well as global semiconductor sales numbers, show emerging signs of
a bottoming out in the economic cycle.

Chill in Global Economy

Don’t rock the boat in choppy
economic waters: IMF
IMF cuts outlook for global growth to lowest since 2009

elevated trade tensions, such as those between
the United States and China, escalate further.
The balance of risks remains skewed to the
downside,
On the other hand, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has cut its outlook
for global growth amid slowing economic
activity in the second half of last year and
a gloomier outlook in major economies. In
its third downgrade since October, IMF said
yesterday that the global economy is likely to
grow 3.3 per cent this year, the slowest pace
since the financial crisis in 2009.
IMF’s forecast cuts 0.2 percentage point
from its outlook in January, and although
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of tightening.
IMF’s semi-annual World Economic
Outlook yesterday pointed to trade tensions
between the United States and China, as well
as a potentially disorderly British exit from
the European Union as key risks, warning
that chances of further cuts to the outlook
were high. Major economies such as China
and Germany may need to take short-term
actions too.
IMF chief economist Gita Gopinath said
governments may need to synchronise
stimulus across economies if the slowdown
becomes more serious. Its projected growth
rate for next year, however, remains at 3.6 per
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Noting that the trade war, which was at its
worst in the fourth quarter last year, brought
out risk-averse behaviour, inventories to be
restocked. Taking into account stimulus
measures from China, Singapore will likely
see improvements in the second half of the
year.
Moreover, IMF has warned governments
not to rock the boat with trade wars and
other disruptions at a time when the global
economy is already sailing through choppy
waters. We see downside risk and that means
one has to be very careful, IMF first deputy
managing director David Lipton told news
channel. With trade tensions, not knowing
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where monetary policy is going to go, not
knowing how China’s growth will turn out, it’s
time to make sure policymakers do no harm.
Therefore the United States and other nations must resolve their trade conflicts a key
downside risk the IMF has repeatedly warned
about since President Donald Trump began
imposing tariffs last year; the last thing which
is required to be downturn.
The threat of political missteps is looming
over the global economy amid a backlash
against free trade that has fuelled the rise of
populist governments around the world. The
IMF had previously downgraded its outlook
for world growth this year to the lowest since
the financial crisis a decade ago, as conditions
worsened in most major advanced economies.
The US and China are locked in tense negotiations aimed at ending their nine-month
trade war.
With trade tensions, not knowing where
monetary policy is going to go, not knowing
how China’s growth will turn out, it’s time to
make sure policymakers do no harm. Even if
they do come to an agreement, a trade deal
between the world’s two biggest economies
could have unintended consequences if China
commits to purchases of US goods that crowd
out imports from other countries in Asia.
There is also a risk of new fronts breaking
out in the trade war. The European Union
is considering hitting €10.2 billion (S$15.6
billion) worth of US goods with retaliatory
tariffs over subsidies to Boeing, according
to a draft list seen by Bloomberg News. The
plan follows a US threat to seek US$11 billion
(S$14.9 billion) in damages through duties on
European goods.
Meanwhile, Britain’s departure from the
European Union continues to drag on.
Britain was due to leave the EU last month,
but has twice had to ask the bloc’s other 27
leaders for an extension. The latest plan is
for Britain to depart the bloc by Oct 31. In
emerging markets, investors were reminded
of the perils of government meddling in
the economy when Brazil’s President Jair
Bolsonaro ordered state-owned Petrobras to
refrain from increasing diesel prices.
The hastily made decision revived fears of
interventionist policies that plagued Latin
America’s largest economy under previous
governments. To be sure, there are signs
that the global economy may be turning
the corner. The IMF is stopping short of
predicting a recession. Growth will recover
in the second half of the year, said Bank of
Japan governor Haruhiko Kuroda, noting
that China’s stimulus measures are having an
effect. It’s true that there are large downside
risks.
In the meantime, the balance of risks
remains skewed to the downside, Japanese
Finance Minister Taro Aso said at a news
conference following a meeting of G20
finance ministers and central bankers. We
recognise the risk that growth prospects
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might deteriorate if weakening in key economies feed into each other.
Aso’s remarks dovetail with those of other
officials gathered in Washington for the
spring meetings of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund, many of
whom fret that self-inflicted wounds from
protectionist trade policies are to blame for
the weakness. The week’s proceedings kicked
off with another downgrade of global growth
estimates from the IMF.
Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda
has emphasized the need for countries to
take steps to foster a more dynamic global
economy. There is shared understanding
among the G20 members that each country
needs to take timely policy action. As the chair
country of this year’s G20 proceedings, Japan
wants to deepen talks on global imbalances
an effort to divert Washington’s attention
from bilateral trade imbalances and stave off
US pressure to negotiate two-way trade deals.
The rules-based order of multilateralism is
increasingly under threat and leaders must
uphold international cooperation. So the
United States must overcome trade differences with Europe, which erupted again this
week when US. President Donald Trump
threatened to impose tariffs on $11 billion
(£8.4 billion) worth of European Union
products, including commercial aircraft. The
Trump administration was also at odds with
other IMF stakeholders on the need to boost
the global lender’s resources and update its
governance.
Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin repeated the US opposition to increasing overall
funding and shareholding quotas, likely
meaning the effort to lift IMF funding and
reshuffle voting rights was a dead issue at this
week’s meetings. The voting quotas were last
altered nearly a decade ago. In our view, the
IMF currently has ample resources to achieve
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its mission, and countries also have considerable complementary resources should a crisis
emerge, Mnuchin said in a statement for the
IMF’s steering committee meeting that was
posted on the IMF’s website.
Without US backing for an update to the
IMF’s stakeholding weights, there was little
prospect for a change at this week’s meetings.
There is no majority in sight for any changes
regarding IMF quotas. The IMF’s last quota
increase was agreed in 2010, boosting the
shareholding and influence of major emerging markets including China and Brazil. The
IMF has current total lending capacity of
about $1 trillion, including the New Arrangements to Borrow crisis fund that was greatly
expanded in 2009 at the depths of the last
financial crisis.
That fund is set to expire in November
2022. British finance minister Philip Hammond expressed concern the lack of a funding
boost could hamper the IMF’s ability to step
in to help Venezuela respond to its worsening
humanitarian and economic crisis. This set
of meetings is crucial to the debate about
IMF quotas and funding for the IMF. We all
anticipate that as events unfold in Venezuela,
at some point there will be a need for a major
programme to support Venezuela. So the
UK is very keen to ensure that the IMF in
particular is properly funded.
Oil-rich Venezuela is embroiled in political
and economic turmoil as socialist President
Nicolas Maduro battles to retain power in
the face of US and Western powers’ backing
of opposition leader Juan Guaido. IMF and
World Bank shareholders, meanwhile, are still
undecided on whether to recognise Guaido as
the South American nation’s leader.
Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’,
and daily The Asian Telegraph
arshans21@yahoo.com
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Global Entrepreneurship Congress 2019
Creativity, passion & opportunities

T

SAIMA ZAMAN

here is always an evident need to support
the entrepreneurial
activities especially
those initiated by
the young and upcoming entrepreneurs. Training and constant
Guidance is also an imperative element. In order to ensure support
and guidance the Global Entrepreneurship
network use to gather thousands of entrepreneurs, investors, researchers, policymakers
and other startup champions from more than
170 countries to identify new ways of helping
founders start and scale new ventures around
the world. In cooperation with Tamkeen,
The 11th GEC under the supervision of The
Global Entrepreneurship Network concluded
in Bahrain. The four days congress from 15th
April to 18th April was opened in presence of
His Excellency Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al
Khalifa, Deputy Prime Minister of Bahrain.
More than 110 sessions along with more
than 240 local, regional and global speakers
were hosted during the event. The event was
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attended by over 3000 visitors from over
170 countries; the event was hosted for the
first time in the Kingdom and has brought
together thousands of entrepreneurs, investors, researchers and economic policymakers
from around the world.
The event was Held at the Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre
which was initiated with an opening speech
made by His Excellency Zayed Rashid Al
Zayani, Minister of Industry, Commerce and
Tourism who welcomed delegates with an
opening speech before the first day’s activities and sessions commenced. In his opening
speech, His Excellency said that we must convert the mindset of people in Bahrain from job
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seekers to job makers. It is not a
coincidence that this global event
is being held in Bahrain at such a
pivotal time in our history, it is a
testament to our commitment to
serve our private sector and shift
away from being an oil-based
economy to being more diversified and knowledge-based.
The first day sessions began
with the “Plenary Opening Session” moderated by Global Entrepreneurship Network President
and Founder, Jonathan Ortmans.
The plenary panel discussion
revolved around the progress
and efforts focused on diversifying Bahrain’s
robust economy and private sector. Members
of the panel included His Excellency Zayed
Rashid Al Zayani, Minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism, Tamkeen Chairman, His
Excellency Shaikh Mohammed Bin Essa Al
Khalifa, His Excellency Khalid Rumaihi, Chief
Executive of Bahrain Economic Development
Board, and local entrepreneurs Hala Ahmed
Sulaiman, Founder and Managing Director
of Beyond Borders Consultancy and Founder
and CEO of Maya La Chocolaterie and The
Living Concepts.
The panelists discussed various initiatives,
country strategies and policy changes being
made to promote and benefit SMEs and
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start-ups in Bahrain, as well as the various
obstacles entrepreneurs have faced amidst
today’s economic landscape. Initiatives and
policy changes are being put in place to not
only position Bahrain as a business-friendly
ecosystem but also to empower Bahraini
partnerships abroad. Such examples include
implementing first Regulatory Sandbox initiative in the region, Export Bahrain and new
bankruptcy laws.
Tamkeen Chairman, His Excellency Shaikh
Mohammed Bin Essa Al Khalifa, said, “Tamkeen is proud to bring this event for the first
time in Bahrain with the Global Entrepreneurship Network, connecting thousands of
experienced entrepreneurs, researchers and
policymakers from around the world to the
Kingdom’s ever-growing entrepreneurial startup culture. At Tamkeen, we are committed
to providing guidance and financing to local
start-ups, as well as international ones.
Today’s sessions established a quality benchmark which will be continually met over the
course of four days via the GEC’s diverse and
insightful selection of workshops, panels and
sessions. We are confident that our attendees
will benefit from this auspicious event to
propel their skills and contribute to the Kingdom’s economic vision.
This year’s edition of the GEC addressed important economic themes including the global
entrepreneurial revolution, high-performance
ecosystems and inclusive economies. GEC
2019’s sessions,
workshops and
panels further
explored new ways
to nurture start-up
companies in order
to expand their
reach to global
standards and
promote sustainability as they
support the growth
of the Kingdom’s
entrepreneurial
sector. GEC 2018
provided a number
of platforms to voice the opportunities and
challenges of refugee entrepreneurship. As
Building Markets, we presented our work with
Syrian entrepreneurs, including a pioneering
report on Syrian SMEs in Turkey, on two occasions: a workshop on Entrepreneurship in
Post-Conflict Economies, along with colleagues
from SPARK and SIAD as well as a promising
young Syrian entrepreneur, and the Empretec
Global Summit: Entrepreneurship and Migration, sharing the stage with colleagues from
UNHCR, Habitat, and TUBITAK to discuss
our experiences supporting Syrian entrepreneurs in Turkey.
Among the highlights of the third day included a session on “Building a Digital Nation”
presented by former Estonian President His
Excellency Toomas Ilves, who remarked the
progress made by Estonia in smart digital
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government services, especially in implementing Block Chain technology. In the “Women
Entrepreneurs: Local Advancement, Global
Trends session several related issues were
discussed. One of the third day’s sessions
included Tamkeen’s “Enabling a Digital
Economy: Cloud Impact on Startups” which
shed light on supporting organisations as they
increase the quality and effectiveness of their
services, including improvement of security
utilising the latest digital solutions.
Export Bahrain in partnership with the
International Trade Centre, recently an-

President of GEN, Jonathan Ortmans as well
as dignitaries from Malaysia. Several issues
of mutual interest were discussed including
the initiatives under the umbrella of startup
Pakistan. There are plenty of initiatives under
the umbrella of startup Pakistan to promote
youth entrepreneurship as a solution to unemployment, from providing training to young
people who want to start their own business,
to venture capital funds to support investment
in these businesses.
The current platform will further provide an
opportunity to interact with the entrepreneurs
around the globe.
Startup Pakistan is also
part of a big network of
international investors
and venture capitalists
which is always on a
hunt for high potential
startups especially in
emerging markets.
These investors and
venture capitalists have
already invested millions of dollars in Pakistan and other Asian
markets and given
startups and scale
ups the much needed
financial strength so
they can focus more
on the technical, user

nounced the launch of its new interactive
online platform “Trade Map” at the Global
Entrepreneurship Congress 2019. This platform is reachable via Export Bahrain’s website
export.bh and will provide Bahraini exporters
with trade and market intelligence of over 220
countries and territories and 5,300 products
in a relevant and efficient manner. The
purpose of this is to allow Bahraini exporters
to identify and capture international trade
opportunities based on indicators on export
performance, international demand, alternative markets and the role of competitors from
both a product and country perspective.
Amna Malik, President Center of Pakistan
and International Relations (COPAIR) who
is also the brain behind the initiative of
startup Pakistan was present at the launch
of the platform. At the occasion she met

experience and customer satisfaction sides of
their products.
Export Bahrain signed an exclusive partnership with Gulf Air’s Falcon Cargo to provide
SMEs in the Kingdom of Bahrain, exporting
their goods to the tune of 100 kilograms or
above, with special discount of up to 40% on
their cargo exports. We must challenge and inspire young people with the idea that they can
make it happen for themselves, by nurturing
a new culture of enterprise education, embedding the key ingredients of entrepreneurship
in the curriculum. In addition, we need to
address how we invest in young talent, and
for this purpose startup Pakistan is providing
funds.
Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in
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One region-One economy
10th Sarajevo Business Forum pledges to work for a common purpose

T

LEYLA

he Balkan Davos has called
for regional reintegration with
common policy and shared
values covering multiculturalism, multi-religious and ethnicity as a strategy to move forward. The
10th edition of Sarajevo Business Forum
has sought to work for a common purpose
and to work together as one region and one
economy. This is so as to hedge the current
situation and the crossroads ahead. The
forum aimed to make the region a single
economy under the slogan of One region-one
economy.
The Conference was initially organized in
2010 and since then, has been held every
year. This year, SBF gathered large delegations from Malaysia, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Albania, Slovenia,
Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro, Libya, Kuwait,
and Oman. During the forum, business presentations, meetings aiming for networking
of participants and development of new
business opportunities paid special attention to the economic potential of BiH and
its young people .
SBF hosted nearly 2,000 businesspeople
from 50 countries around world held over
450 meetings in the Bosnian capital. The
forum has been held since 2010 in a collaborative effort by Bosna Bank International
and the Jeddah-based Islamic Development
Bank. The SBF, dubbed the Balkan Davos,
this year had the slogan One region, one
economy.
SBF is inspired by the tragic incidences
that spurred a number of lessons, setting
many Bosnians to thinking very hard about
their future, if not survival. One of them is
the architect of SBF, Amer Bukvic an International Islamic University Malaysia alumni
and now CEO of Bosna Bank International,
who described the forum as an emotional
project because it took many years to realise
the event.
350 projects were presented during the
three-day event. The forum has come up with
over 300 project ideas over the past 10 years
and the forum has prepared a presentation
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350

book of
close to
300
projects.
We have
projects
is the number of projects
in tourwere presented during the
ism,
three-day event
agriculture, energy
sector, infrastructure, wood, metal,
education and others,
A wide range of subjects was discussed
during the panels, including leadership,
challenges, sustainable development,
investment climate, youth employment,
banking, and technology. The international
conference is recognized as one of the most
significant business and investment events in
Southeast Europe. The forum will, for three
days, gather almost 2,000 participants, and
300 projects will be presented.
In all, SBF for the 10th year exhibited a
high level of maturity and readiness which
was clearly evident through the panel discussions held. Apart from the usual subjects of
leadership roles and issues of brain drain/
gain, sustainable development (SD) featured
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well as the new agenda that straddles between the two.
This means that the future leaders must
be conversant about SD which could also
be a factor in reducing brain drain, if not to
improve brain gain. What is apparent is that
unsustainable (counterpoint to SD) development could encourage brain drain because
of the natural tendencies to seek greener
(pun intended) pastures when all seems to
be beyond reach (unequitable prosperity).
Thus, it has direct implications to the goals
of SD in creating an ecosystem that is fair,
just and balanced. This is what escapes many
businesses today that look at SD as another
incremental tool rather than a transformational model that changes everything before
it has any meaningful impact on sustainability.
This means that the leadership role in
an heirachical pyramidal structure is not
sustainable due to its rigidity and top-down
tendencies. Instead it has to be organisationally flatter and networked like that of nature
where it is more connected at the roots and
thus truly borderless and sustainable
For example, the language used is no
longer about a linear growth economy but
that of a circular one; eco in the conventional
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economy is all things ecological as a counterweight to economic imbalances of the past in
safeguarding the one and only planet and all
of its inhabitants to co-exist in a harmonious
balance.
Similarly, at the opening ceremony, Chairman of BiH’s Presidency Milorad Dodik
emphasized that BiH is a stable country for
business. You can develop your business here
with certainty, calling on the businessmen to
invest in BiH. BiH is becoming, as well as

Also, not to lose focus over is the brightened
common path to the collective future, and
not to be gullible over the many distractions
that take away the higher sense of purpose,
blinded by the same bright lights that veil the
vision ahead. Issues like the fourth industrial
revolution could be just one if artificial intelligence is allowed to overshadow and reign
over human primodial intelligence (the
fitrah) beyond the technological singularity
as it stands.

governments of Western Balkans countries
should accelerate reforms as well. It is time
for the European Commission and the EU
to see the Western Balkans as a geopolitical
issue.
When a new European Commission is
formed, one of the most important issues
will be the issue of the speed of the enlargement process. I would like to say that it is
now time for the European Commission
and the EU to view the Western Balkans as

the entire region, a place of Chinese investments.
Not to be forgotten were the number of
dignitaries who were actively involved. One
of them was Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad,
a founding patron of SBF, then and now as
the prime minister of Malaysia. Dr Mahathir
in his address was clearly excited to be with
SBF again in his present capacity. He urged
SBF to seek common purpose and to work
together as one region and one economy.
This is so as to hedge the current situation
and the crossroads ahead.
Another person who appeared outstanding
in the evolution of SBF was former prime
minister of Turkey, Dr Ahmet Davutoglu.
Being a professor to Amer, his influence
could not be underestimated as he recounted
what could be done to counter the potential
challenges ahead. Like Dr Mahathir, regional
reintegration with common policy and
shared values covering multiculturalism,
multireligious and ethnicity seems to be his
strategy to move forward.
In other words, SBF 10 has opened up new
vistas to thinking afresh, instead of merely
tinkering with the same old ways to jump
start. To quote Amer in his opening remarks:
History will be judging us is indeed apt as
a reminder that the SBF has clearly raised
the stakes for all those present at the forum
with clear signals that the days ahead are
extremely bright.

In summary, the next SBFs will face even
more difficult tasks ahead in humanising
technology through business unusual, if history is indeed to judge us favourably. Therein
lies the vital lesson of magic of the recent
SBF. The writer, an NST columnist for
more than 20 years, is International Islamic
University Malaysia rector.
Moreover, for every country or region
that wants prosperity and to be successful,
a unique vision and common purpose is
needed. We must work in partnership with
others towards a common goal, Mohamad
said. Over the past ten years, the Malaysian
premier said, the forum has grown into a
living platform
that gathers
The forum t h e r e g i o n .
emphasized that Mohammad
one of the
regional countries is
founders of the
needed to adjust forum.
Slovetheir educational
systems to labour- nian President
Pahor
market trends so Borut
in his address
they could continue s t a t e d t h a t
developing in the EU’s enlargefuture ment policy in
the next few
years should
be more flexible, but that

a geopolitical issue and its [EU’s] expansion
to the area as a geopolitical topic, Pahor said.
He said that the European Union’s (EU)
enlargement policy in the next few years
should be more flexible, more political, and
less technical. I want a safe and successful
future for Bosnia and Herzegovina. I believe
that this safe and successful future is closely
linked to the accession of the EU.
The Slovenian president pointed that if
EU ignores the Western Balkans, the old
nationalist political forces will emerge. The
old nationalist political forces will emerge,
they will try to change the borders on ethnic
basis and this will jeopardize the security of
this part of Europe and the security of the
whole of Europe, said Pohor.
The forum also emphasized that regional
countries needed to adjust their educational
systems to labour-market trends so they
could continue developing in the future.
The whole region is facing challenges such
as youth departure, educational reforms
and high unemployment rate. Solution to
this is the harmonisation of educational
systems with market trends, considering
that younger generations are showing an
exceptional talent for technology. Without
this, no country can progress.
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y winning the
Brazilian Presidential elections
in October last
year, Jair Bolsonaro has risen to the stature
of world leaders and he is a
good addition to a global club
of strongman leaders that
includes Vladimir Putin in
Russia, Xi Jinping in China,
Narendra Modi in India,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in
Turkey, Rodrigo Duterte in
the Philippines, Viktor Orban
in Hungary, and, of course,
Donald Trump in the US.
The addition of Brazil to
the group of countries that
is led by strongman leaders
would matter a lot as Brazil
is the fifth most populous
country in the world, and
the largest in Latin America.
This group spans democracies
and autocracies west and east
but it is loosely united by a
highly personalised style of
government that combines
nationalism with a leadership
cult, and a disdain for liberal
norms, such as a critical press
and independent courts.
Born in Campinas (São
Paulo) on March 21, 1955,
Jair Bolsonaro is a descendant of Italian immigrants
who arrived in Brazil
after World War II. The
son of Percy Geraldo
Bolsonaro and Olinda
Bonturi Bolsonaro, he
is married to Michelle,
with whom he had his
youngest daughter,
named Laura. His
children Flávio,
Carlos and Eduardo
Bolsonaro also followed
political careers. Flávio
has been elected a senator
by the state of Rio de Janeiro
in the last election, while Carlos
has been elected councilmen in
Rio and Eduardo has been re-elected
as a federal deputy in São Paulo. Jair
Bolsonaro won the Presidential race race with
57,797,847 votes (55.13% of the Brazilian electorate). His political career began in 1988, when
he won a seat for municipal councillor for the
city of Rio de Janeiro. In 1990, two years after
that election, he would win the first of seven
consecutive terms as a federal deputy.
In 2014, he was the most voted candidate for
federal deputy in Rio de Janeiro with 464,565
votes, according to data from the Superior Elec-
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in Congress), which he
believes will contribute
to the holding of more
reliable and auditable
elections in the country,
and is a staunch congressional advocate of the fight
against corruption.
Jair Messias Bolsonaro
graduated in 1977 from
the Military Academy of
Agulhas Negras (AMAN),
located in Resende (RJ),
and finished his military
skydiving course with the
Rio de Janeiro Pratrooper
Brigade. He decided to
follow a military career
in 1970, when he met
army troops that went
to Eldorado after Carlos
Lamarca, who had
deserted the military and
was commanding guerrilla actions at the Ribeira
Valley.
He earned a degree in
Physical Education from
the Army School of Physical Education in 1983,
and would later become
a master of parachute
jumping from the
Paratrooper Brigade
of Rio de Janeiro.
His studies were
at the Agulhas
Negras Military Academy
(AMAN),
which offers
solid background in
exact sciences,
at a complexity
similar to that of
an Engineering
degree. It is one of

President
of
Brazil
A strong man from Latin America
Court (TSE). Throughout his mandates as a
parliamentarian, he stood out especially for his
defense of the rights of on-duty, off-duty and
pension-earning military officers. He defended
the reduction of the age of criminal responsibility, the possession of firearms for good citizens,
the right to legitimate defense, the assurance
of legal certainty during police action, and
Christian and family values. He is the sponsor
of the printed ballot bill (currently pending
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the most sought-after educational institutions
in Brazil, which is similar to the US Military
Academy (also known as West Point). He won
first place in a class of 45 students at the Army
Physical Education School, as well as first place
in the autonomous diver course offered by the
Search and Rescue Group of the Rio de Janeiro
Fire Department.
Riding in on a wave of frustration with
more than a decade of left-wing leadership,
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Bolsonaro has promised to bring dramatic
change to Brazil, change intended to make leftists squirm. And if his first two weeks in office
tell us anything, it’s that those who thought
his brash talk—of ending policies creating
protected land reserves for indigenous populations or of liberalizing Brazil’s gun laws to make
it easier for Brazilians to own guns—was just
campaign bluster might want to take a serious
look at the president’s plans. He intends to
follow through on his promises, even the most
controversial ones.
One of Bolsonaro’s first acts as president
which he boasted of on Twitter, à la Donald
Trump—was to halt all new demarcations of
indigenous lands. In effect, that means the
decades-long effort by Brazil’s indigenous
populations to seek recognition and legal title
to land has been foiled.
Bolsonaro has argued that demarcated land
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for indigenous peoples is akin to keeping them
secluded in reserves like zoo animals when an
Indian is a human being just like us. His critics,
though, see an ulterior motive: Stopping the
demarcation process opens up land especially in
remote parts of the Amazon to powerful players such as the mining, farming, and logging
industries. Functionally, indigenous reserves
have been used as a proxy for environmental
protections. And indigenous peoples are not
a strong enough lobbying group to fight back.
Maurício Santoro, an expert on Brazilian
politics at Rio de Janeiro State University, told
me that along with the LGBTQ community,
indigenous peoples are the most threatened
social group under Bolsonaro’s administration.
There are structural limits holding Bolsonaro back, though: His ability to strip all
of indigenous peoples’ land-demarcation
rights is hamstrung by strong protections for
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those communities
under the Brazilian
constitution, ones
Santoro is confident
the Brazilian supreme
cour t will uphold.
Toss in a heavy dose of
international pressure to
protect indigenous peoples,
and Bolsonaro might see his
land-rights plans backfire.
During his electioneering Jair
Bolsonaro promised to make
Brazil great again. For Bolsonaro
and many of his supporters, that
primarily means restoring law and
order and rooting out government
corruption. But that nationalistic
message will have consequences outside
Brazil’s borders, and could even shift
the country’s role in the region and the
world.
To be clear, Bolsonaro’s foreign policy
is still coming into focus. He seemed
muddled at times during the campaign
declaring he would withdraw from the
Paris climate accord, for example, before
changing his position and promising to
stay in. But he has expressed disdain for
international institutions, including the
United Nations, which he’s called a gathering for communists and threatened to
leave. He has also said he prefers bilateral
deals, especially on trade.
On October 28, Jair Bolsonaro’s decisive
victory shifted Brazil to the right when
he broke the Workers’ Party electoral
winning streak. A pro-gun former army
captain and Social Liberal Party (PSL)
congressman, he won with pledges to
crack down on crime and corruption, a
rejection of the status quo, and nostalgia
for the country’s military rule.
Before taking office, Bolsonaro signaled
what’s to come by selecting key members
of his cabinet, including Lava Jato judge
Sergio Moro for the Justice Ministry, University of Chicago-trained Paulo Guedes
for the Economy Ministry, and an evangelical
pastor to head the Women, Family, and Human
Rights Ministry, Damares Alves. Bolsonaro’s
cabinet contains the largest number of former
members of the military since the country’s
return to democracy.
AS/COA Online tracks the first 100 days of
the Bolsonaro presidency, with regular updates
of the big stories defining the new government’s
path in Latin America’s largest country.
Bolsonaro decided to celebrate his first 100
days in Brasília on April 11 by announcing a
package of 18 measures, some of which were
part of his government’s 100-days plan.
After saying the country lives a moment
of bright blue skies, he said that on top of
working to make pension reform a reality, his
administration has set goals for social policy,
infrastructure, the economy, the environment,
as well as institutional changes.
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resident of the Republic of Tatarstan Rustam Nurgalievich
Minnikhanov and First Lady Gulsina Minnikhanova is
the one of the most elegant couple not only in Russian
Federation but across the Europe too.
The couple has risen to level of celebrities by dint of their
modest lifestyle as well as their graceful appearance. In the Tatarstan,
both the husband and wife are popular for their humbleness, modesty,
passion and commitment to their professions as well as their public welfare
approach.
They never pleased the details of personal life to the gossip of journalists.
Neither he nor his wife strives to be in the center of attention of the press
and show maximum modesty. By the way Gulsina Akhatovna wife of
Rustam Minnikhanov is younger than him at 12 years. She met back in

President & First Lady Tatarstan

Rustam Minnikhanov & Gulsina
A Charming Couple

Arsk almost 30 years ago. And since then they have not parted. Rumor
has it that Rustam Nurgaliyevich had to seek Gulsina’s hand and heart for
a whole year. But the marriage was strong.
The President of Tatarstan is in general an active opponent of divorces
and even has somewhat tightened the legislation of the republic in this
regard. His position proves by personal example. Rustam Minnikhanov’s
wife is in business. She owns one of the elite beauty salons in Kazan. Before
the tragedy of 2013, the family had two sons. Now there is only one left Iskander Minnikhanov, born in 2008.
Rustam Nurgalievich Minnikhanov was born on March 1, 1957 in a
Volga Tatar family in the New Arysh. He graduated from Kazan Agricultural Institute in 1978 as mechanical engineer and from Correspondence
Institute of Soviet Trade as a commodity expert in 1986. He is a doctor of
economic sciences. After graduation, he began his career as an engineer
in Sabinsky District Association of Selkhoztekhnika. In 1993 he was
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appointed head of Vysokogorsky District administration and in November
1996 he was appointed minister of finance of the Republic of Tatarstan.
From July 10, 1998 until March 25, 2010 he was prime minister of the
Republic of Tatarstan. During his tenure as republican prime minister,
Minnikhanov continued to be involved in industry, serving as chairman
of the board of directors of the oil company Tatneft from 2005 to 2006.
As prime minister, he was known for his enthusiasm for technological
innovation, spearheading the republic’s move to digital, paperless government and the streamlining of official business through the use of electronically distributed documents and electronic signing of official documents.
On January 27, 2010, Russian President Dmitry Medvedev nominated
Rustam Minnikhanov to be the new president of Tatarstan and on March
25, 2010, Rustam Minnikhanov formally assumed the office of President.
During the 2014 Crimean crisis, Minnikhanov acted as a mediator
between the Kremlin government and the Crimean Tatar community
over concerns raised amongst Crimean Tatars over potential persecution
by Russia should it annex the peninsula.
He has been President of the Republic of Tatarstan since September
18, 2015. Previously, he also served as Acting President of the Republic of
Tatarstan since March 24, 2015. He has served as President of the Republic
of Tatarstan since March 25, 2010. From 1996 to 1998 he was Minister of
Finance of the Republic of Tatarstan.
Rustam Minnikhanov is the Honoured Master of Sports of the Russian Federation. He is a big
enthusiast of motorsport and
the professional athlete-racing
driver, regularly participating
in the Tatarstan, Russian and
international competitions,
including the European
championships. In 2004 and
2005 took the 3rd place in the
European championship in
one of automobile categories.
He is repeated winner and
the winner of the Cup of the
President of Tatarstan in
motorsport including already
and being the President of
Tatarstan.
According to him, we set
to ourselves a task: increase
the number of places in
preschool educational institutions for children from
1.5 to three years. But my
personal opinion the child up
to 3 years should live in family,
house education will replace
nothing. I consider that it is
necessary to bring up a cult of
family and child in people. People do not represent what this happiness,
when you have children! And the child should be not one! And, of course,
it is impossible to resolve demography issue if not to give a guarantee to
women. The woman should feel confidence in tomorrow. And tough
sanctions and punishment will be applied to the companies which dismiss
pregnant women.
The First Lady Gulsina Akhatovna’s main occupation, in addition to
family care, today is to support its own prestigious beauty salon called
«Luciano Beauty Studio» located in the capital of Tatarstan. He salon was
named after Luciano De’aloya, Italian Barber, who specially flies to Kazan
from Geneva once a month. The cost of services in the cabin varies from a
few hundred to several thousand dollars. According to the results of 2010
Gulsina Minnikhanov earned more than eight million rubles per month
and was in the TOP 10 richest wives of governors.
In the family of the President of Tatarstan were born two sons: Irek
Minnikhanov Minnikhanov and Iskander. November 17, 2013 the eldest
son died tragically in a plane crash in Kazan. On that day Boeing, on
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Brief about Tatarstan

Tatarstan is situated at the confluence of two large rivers the
Volga and the Kama, being a kind of bridge connecting Russia’s
European and Asian parts. Covering an area of 67,800 km2, the
republic is bigger than such European countries as Belgium and
the Netherlands and is approximately equal to Ireland.
Throughout many centuries, Tatars (53,2%) and Russians (39,7%),
Chuvashes and Udmurts, Mordovians and Maris, Ukrainians and
Bashkirs - altogether representatives of more than 173 ethnic
origins – have lived in Tatarstan in peace and harmony. Today,
its population is 3.8 million.
Tatarstan is a dynamically developing region, with its success
being based on a solid foundation of economic stability. The
republic is an oil production and petrochemical center; it makes
KAMAZ heavy-duty trucks and Mi helicopters; it doesn’t forget
about agriculture being one of Russia’s leaders
The capital of the republic is the city of Kazan with a population
of over 1.1 million. In 2005, it celebrated its 1000th anniversary.
More than forty percent of its residents are young people for
whom Tatarstan offers an outstanding opportunity to attend its
forty universities, including Kazan University that celebrated its
200th anniversary in 2004 and received the status of a federal
university in 2009, Kazan National Research Technical University
and Kazan National Research Technological University. Kazan is
making an emphasis on developing infrastructure as it is going
to host the 27th Summer Universiade in 2013, the FINA World
Championships in 2015 and matches of the World Cup in 2018.
Board of which there were fifty men were burned in the explosion of fuel
tanks when you are landing at Kazan airport. After the disaster Ruslan
Nurgalievich was disappointing. Speaking about the tragedy in Kazan, he
was barely holding back tears, and only responsibility for the fate of the
whole Republic did not let him down. Gulsina Minnikhanova became
famous not only as the first lady of Tatarstan. She regularly falls into the
ratings of the richest wives of heads of Russian regions. She was born in
1969. Gulsina Akhatovna Minnikhanova took up employment, allowed
her to significantly increase the family budget. Regular visitors were the
wives of local officials, businessmen, as well as top managers of large
business groups, which are based in the capital of the republic.
Then the first time she became the focus of media attention because of
its exorbitant income. She settled down in a six-story mansion, the total
area of which was 18 thousand square meters. Interest in this place for
rest and relaxation was huge firstly, due to the fact that with the services
of such a high class to be met infrequently; secondly, because it was owned
by the first lady of Tatarstan.
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Arctic Shipping
Routes & Economic
Prospects

R

Grate

ecent Russian request to China for collaboration in
building Arctic shipping routes has once again brought
the economic significance of the region in focus of the
key world economic managers. In an interview with
Chinese daily, Russian ambassador Andrey Denisov
said that Russia wanted to team up with China to build an Arctic
shipping route, promising long-term gas supplies in return. Moscow
recently set out an ambitious programme to build new ports and
other infrastructure facilities to increase cargo shipments across the
Arctic, also known as the Northern Sea Route.
The Arctic is brimming with economic potential. Though the population will continue to be a small fraction of the global population, the
region has significant natural resources and potential as a maritime
trade route. With an annual economy presently exceeding $450
billion, it is likely that the region will experience further growth as the
Arctic becomes increasingly accessible. Yet Arctic states must carefully
regulate this growth in order to ensure protection of the environment,
indigenous peoples, and their own strategic interests. This will further
require significant cooperation amongst the nations of the High
North – and those with interests in the region – in order to ensure
the development and adherence to protocols and regulations that
guide economic development.
Therefore, the Arctic is expected to become more important in
the coming decades as climate change makes natural resources and
transport routes more accessible. Satellite data shows that both
the thickness of the ice in the Arctic and range of sea ice decreased
substantially, especially during the summer months. In addition
to facilitating natural resource exploration US Geological Survey
estimated some eleven years back that 13 percent of the world’s
undiscovered oil and 30 percent of undiscovered natural gas reserves
were located in the Arctic Circle the retreating and thinning of the
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ice opens up new trade routes.
Europe has a vested interest in alternative shipping routes to Asia
becoming more economically viable, since such routes would enable
trade to circumvent numerous bottlenecks such as the Suez Canal and
increase access to Asia’s growing consumer markets. China has also
shown particular interest in the Arctic; sailing along the Northern Sea
Route rather than through the Mediterranean Sea and Suez Canal
significantly reduces the trip between Rotterdam and Shanghai (the
Northern Sea Route is around 20 percent shorter). This translates
into significant savings in terms of fuel and crew costs. But despite
the advantages gained by the melting ice, the difficulty of navigation, seasonal constraints on use, high insurance costs and weak
infrastructure along the route will continue to limit the economic
viability of the Arctic routes.
Actually, the Arctic is a polar region located at the northernmost
part of Earth’ it Arctic consists of the Arctic Ocean, adjacent seas, and
parts of Alaska United States, Finland, Greenland, Denmark, Iceland,
Northern Canada, Norway, Russia and Sweden. . Land within the
Arctic region has seasonally varying snow and ice cover, with predominantly treeless, permafrost (permanently frozen underground
ice)-containing tundra. Arctic seas contain seasonal sea ice in many
places.
The Arctic region is a unique area among Earth’s ecosystems. For
example, the cultures in the region and the Arctic indigenous peoples
have adapted to its cold and extreme conditions. Life in the Arctic
includes organisms living in the ice, zooplankton and phytoplankton
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fish and marine mammals, birds, land, animals, plants and human
societies. Arctic land is bordered by the sub artic.
The Arctic is particularly enticing given the extensive hydrocarbon
deposits already discovered, as well as the vast expanses yet to be
explored. The first major energy discoveries in the region, namely
the Tazovskoye field in Siberia and Prudhoe Bay in Alaska, were
made in the 1960s.
Circum-Arctic Resource Appraisal, conducted by the US Geological Survey (USGS), estimated that nearly one-quarter of the earth’s
undiscovered recoverable petroleum resources lay in the region: 13
percent of its oil, 30 percent of its natural gas, and 20 percent of its
liquefied natural gas. More than 80 percent of these resources are
thought to be offshore.
The extensive Arctic continental shelves may constitute the
geographically largest unexplored prospective area for petroleum
remaining on earth. Energy analysts say that investment in the Arctic
will hinge on profitability, which in turn depends on a number of factors, including global commodity prices, exploration and production
technologies, geographic access and infrastructure, legal and political
climates, and environmental concerns. Half the Arctic’s basins are
unexplored. But this is now changing, with oil firms increasingly
heading north, nudged by high oil prices, better technology, a dearth
of easier opportunities, and melting ice.
A lack of infrastructure in the region, particularly in the North
American Arctic, is perhaps the biggest obstacle to energy investment. Alaska has only the Trans-Alaska Pipeline and a few southern
shipping routes for energy transport. In general, the most attractive
energy plays are those that are closest to market, and the shale-oiland-gas revolution has reduced the appeal of remote Arctic fossil
fuels over the last few years.
A report by UK-based insurer Lloyd’s of London says that oil and
gas investment in the Arctic will account for a relatively small but
strategically significant portion of the energy industry’s global investment over the next two decades. Sustaining current and projected
rates of Arctic oil and gas could transform local economies and global
energy dynamics.
Few countries have been as keen to invest in the Arctic as Russia,
whose economy and federal budget rely heavily on hydrocarbons.
Of the nearly sixty large oil and natural-gas fields discovered in the
Arctic, there are forty-three in Russia, eleven in Canada, six in Alaska,
and one in Norway, according to a 2009 U.S. Department of Energy
report. Development of energy in the Russian Arctic has been dominated by state-backed firms, but industry analysts expect Western
petroleum companies to provide needed technology and management
expertise, as demonstrated by the partnership of ExxonMobil and
Rosneft. Meanwhile, Royal Dutch Shell, ConocoPhillips, and Statoil
have drilling leases in the U.S. waters off the coast of Alaska, which
are projected to hold the largest undiscovered oil deposits in the
Arctic (roughly thirty billion barrels). Shell may resume exploratory
drilling in the Chukchi Sea in the future, though since suffering major
operational setbacks in 2012, it has not conducted operations in the
US Arctic.
As Arctic sea ice retreats, shipping lanes are opening that many
trading nations hope could compete with or complement conventional routes during summer months. The Northeast Passage—a
roughly three-thousand-mile shipping lane across the top of Eurasia
connecting the Atlantic to the Pacific—first became ice-free for a short
period in the summer of 2007, and gained international attention as
a seasonal shipping route between the two oceans. Russia’s Northern
Sea Route (NSR), which runs from the Kara Gate to the Bering Strait,
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was also open for the same period.
For instance, a voyage from Shanghai to Hamburg via the NSR
shaves roughly 30 percent of the distance off a similar trip via the
Suez Canal and avoids the heavily pirated Strait of Malacca and
waters off the Horn of Africa. Operators can either arrive at their
destinations earlier or use the extra time for super-slow sailing, reducing fuel costs and emissions. Most NSR journeys are destinational
(carrying natural resources out of the Arctic to global markets) and
point-to-point (cabotage) trips in the Russian Arctic, but trans-Arctic
shipping is slowly growing. However, these distance savings on Arctic
voyages are only possible if there is minimal or no sea ice.
Only five cargo vessels transited the route in 2009, but this number
jumped to seventy-one in 2013. That is tiny traffic compared to the
seventeen thousand ships that pass through the Suez Canal annually,
but with countries like Russia investing tens of billions of dollars
in their northern infrastructure, including the construction of new

ports of call and nuclear-powered icebreakers, some planners hope
the region will emerge as a “Suez of the north.”
But industry executives and analysts cite a number of challenges
for shipping along the NSR. Even during the summer, unpredictable
weather and ice floes make navigation difficult. Ships often require
an icebreaker escort, which can cost some $400,000, and additional
insurance that offsets some of the route’s potential savings. Moreover,
Moscow’s control of the NSR and the attendant icebreaking fleet
is troubling for some shipping executives, who fear the Kremlin
could abruptly hike fees. Finally, while the NSR may provide a viable
alternative for shipping bulk cargo such as oil, coal, and ore in the
near future, it may be of limited value for container shipping, which
operates on a tight delivery schedule. Many analysts say it will take
at least another ten years of warming before shipping along the NSR
is practical.
There is also modest anticipation for an uptick in shipping along the
Northwest Passage, the legendary sea route atop North America that
runs some nine hundred miles from Alaska through the Canadian
Arctic Archipelago. The pathway can cut several days off a traditional
voyage through the Panama Canal if there is minimal or no sea ice
present.
Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe & Coordinator Center
of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR)
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TAHIR MEHMOOD

A

brief faint smile appeared on her
face as she was sitting alone on
the bench in the almost empty
orchard. It was a beautiful
summer evening, and a rain
shower had come like a bliss. Years ago they
both had met in the same orchard that was
located in one corner of this mountainous
town. She was waiting for her friends and
then all of a sudden he appeared in his
casual manner and sat beside her. A little
perplexed, she took a while to respond to his
greetings with a smile. He smiled back and
took out a book from his rucksack and fixed
his gaze on the pages. She casually looked at
the book cover with the title, The Pain was
Enduring. She herself was an accomplished
author and could not resist to enquire
about the book. He told her that this was
a book by a famous mountaineer who had
once come there and found the love of his
life. He married the girl and adapted to the
native ways of life. However, the nature was
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cruel enough to bring pain to their beautiful
life. The girl, while giving birth to her first
child, succumbed and could not survive. The
mountaineer stayed there for the rest of his
life and raised his kid into a grown up man,
who one day went to climb the highest peak
around and did not return. She listened to
the story without uttering a word until he
had gone quiet. She then asked a few questions about him to which he replied that he
was a traveller and this was his favourite
destination, one to which he returns after
every few years.
He, a traveller, and she being an author,
could not resist from prolonging the conversation. This was decades ago and after
that they made it customary to meet in
this town after every few years. He would
narrate to her the tales of his journey to the
mountains, to the deserts, to the oceans, and
to the wastelands and the cities that were
full of life. Each time she listened to him as
a mystic revealing mysteries to his followers.
The vast deep oceans, desolate deserts,
high mountain peaks, and multitudes of
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humanity taught him the lessons that he
whispered to her in those moments of sharing. His narration was quaint and broken,
half certain and half uncertain, time and
space could converse to each other through
his words.
“The cities were too proud, and appeared
in great haste. The men cried to the women,
and women were often half-attentive, and
mostly complained of falling sick. The
children were sent to schools to learn the
power to be free, but most felt attracted
towards buying colourful chains from the
shops enroute their homes. All men advised
others, and none listened to anyone. Mostly
amidst clamours and deafening sounds they
conversed to each other. Their truths were so
powerful that it could kill many. Time was
often laughing on their truths, but none was
willing to listen to its whispers.”
Then suddenly he said to her, “Do you
know life just happens to us. While living is
an art, life is wild and nomadic.”
“What is the secret of a ‘happy life’?”
“I think happiness is being a bit fanciful

May 2019

In-Focus
Business
about life. It could be more appropriate to
be ‘living through’.”
While he was still narrating the tales of
cities, she asked about his voyages to the vast
oceans. She held his hand firmly as she felt
herself riding on waves of the vast oceans
once he started speaking.
“The oceans boasted freedom. The vessels
could go around in any direction, never
bound by limits. But what was freedom, to
steer the boat in the waters that posed a limit
to embrace the shore fully. The boat could
only touch and kiss the wet sand and feel
destined to fall back to the limitless oceans.
Her desire of living on the seashore amidst
multitude of men and women remained
a dream unfulfilled. She had seen the fate
of few boats that could not resist and tried
to embrace the harbour by going over the
raised hedges. In one brutal collision with
the unfamiliar, they went from bruised to
broken. She concluded that most desires are
ignorant of limits, freedom has a price, and
it is safer treading on familiar waters. The
people on the seashore too yearned to hold
her back, to embrace her forever but did not
move forward, merely casting dreamy looks
and wishful howls.
They both felt uncomfortable on this sense
of limit and imposing destiny. Yet they both
looked towards the open sky, felt unchartered freedom and their gaze went beyond
the limits.
“Love and freedom are not always absolute
or perfect,” he whispered to her. She nodded
affirmatively in silence. But her heart too
made a silent prayer where shores and
waters could fully embrace each other and
live in perfect union forever.
On that summer evening, sitting on that
lonely bench in one corner of that almost
deserted orchard, she had been waiting for
him for a while. As he had not appeared so
far, and she went back to her favourite hobby
of living in the memories of their previous
meetings and conversations.
“Does freedom absolve one from responsibility?”
“I too have a question to ask. Do desire
make you oblivious of the reality?”
“What is the relationship between desire
and freedom?”
“Are all desires empowered to ride on the
freedom-horse?”
“No, certainly not. To swim across a stream,
one must know how to swim. To traverse the
oceans, one needs to build a ship.”
“Absolute freedom is like absolute power;
both corrupting.”
“Righteousness or self-righteousness?”
“Man will keep struggling around ‘to be, or
not to be’. There is nothing wrong in standing up for the righteous act, but one should
give allowance to others’ opinion, too.”
“Is moderation cowardice, or hypocrisy?”
“Any extremist view can exploit this line
of argument to cajole others. The world is
mostly misled than ably led.”
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“Life is like a seesaw. Removing or adding
weight to one side of the plank can cause
an imbalance. Maintaining little off-balance
weights on both extremes does allow one
to move up-and-down, and brings freedom
and joy. Perfect balance can be a stalemate.
Perfect life can stagnate. Little oddities give
a sense of movement and joy, and also avoid
bumpy rides.”
“Aim for oneness, but do not fear difference.”
“Strive for perfectness, but give allowance
for imperfectness.”
“You mean flexibility is a virtue!”
“Yes, and glory lies in going the extra mile.”
“Patience is not holding nerves against
what can be easily endured, and compassion is not showing amenability to friendly
acts. Swallowing the bitter pill that can be
easily thrown out is an act of patience or
compassion.”
“Revolutions, I mean bloody revolutions?
“Well, man’s habit for haste has caused
much waste. The sun is never too hot or cold
at dawn or dusk. The middle point should
reach through a steady progress.”
She would have preferred to stay deeply
engrossed in thoughts and contemplation,
but was beginning to get hungry and thirsty.
She remembered once in a bit funny way he
had said that ‘all stomachs only know two
words of the language, ‘fill it’’. She thought,
albeit a little mockingly, that hunger, ideas
and dreams remain inseparable.
At that very moment the oranges and berries above her head and around her seemed
to have ripened.
When she had just finished eating, she
saw him approaching her. He was limping
a little and on crutches. In his last travel, he
had gone to conquer the highest mountains
around. She expected a mountain warrior on
his return, but seeing him on crutches was a
painful sight. She forgot the pains of the long
wait, and prayed instinctively.
“I was here in the town for the last few
weeks, but did not inform you as I was
struggling with frostbite that had left my
left foot completely rotten. They had to cut
it, but here I am now, able to walk again.”
Then he narrated to her the story of his
incomplete journey to the summit. He had
climbed more than halfway to the peak,
but then a stormy blizzard blinded him for
many days. He found a niche to hide in the
storm and managed to survive except his
sore foot that had turned almost numb. He
wanted to continue the journey but then one
night the peak bent down and whispered
in his ears, “The storm had come to crush
your resolve but you survived. Survival is a
virtue; a guarantee that a fresh start can be
made. Only the fittest survive and reach the
peaks.” She then gave him an orange to eat.
He took a brief pause to quench his thirst
and hunger, and told her that the mountain
peak had also shared a few secrets.
“All peaks have to endure the majestic
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isolation.” The mountain peak said in somewhat stoic tone, “From the top, I have seen all
about life and death. I have seen revolutions
and evolutions turning oceans to deserts,
cities to ruins, life embracing the decay, and
death giving birth to life. Each one struggled
to achieve the ‘absolute’ to encroach upon
others. Coexistence was a choice that only
few virtuous ones exercised. In fact, they
respected life more than those who fought
over the ‘absolute’ to later confront and
discover a new ‘relativity’.”
“Motion is life, and death is transformation
into a new motion. In fact, all things are in a
great nomadic search; in a whirling motion
for ultimate connectivity to the centre.”
“What did the peak say about life and
living?”
“Life is a phenomenon that happens to all
living beings. The essence of struggles lies
in inventing the art of living. Life has been
endowed with the freedom to dream.
“So, what is the art of living?”
“Well, there are no definite answers to the
questions posed by life. Life wears many
hats, juggles many balls at one time, and is
always on the move. The best attitude is to
keep a good watch and keep transforming.”
“I can’t stop enquiring about a happy life,”
she reiterated with a grin on her face.
“For a successful life, focus and struggle
are the keys. For peace, silence is virtue,
empathy is brotherhood, listening is more
powerful than speaking and an art of greater
understanding. For enduring love, respect
is a panacea. For health, keep walking the
mountains, eat grass, less is more and simple
is gold.”
The collective struggle of human race is
to perfect the art of living where all forms
of freedom are adjusted in a manner that
no one is able to encroach upon others;
where the ‘absolute’ could converse to the
‘relative’ without offence. This shall be the
‘great transformation’ to embark upon new
journeys.
He then became quiet for a long time,
almost appearing exhausted. He then shared
his final resolve to continue the journey as
his search was yet incomplete. He stood up
almost abruptly and took a step forward. It
made him stumble and as he was about to
fall, she leaped forward and held his hand
firmly. With her support, he felt balanced
and strong enough to leave his crutches
there. On this, he gave her a smile, and she
caressed his shoulder assuredly. Without
uttering a single word, their gaze met, and
they both could see a dream cottage on a
mountain top. They shared a firm resolve to
master the art of living together.
In the far distance, the lonely peak smiled
quietly. Someday, someone was to share her
burden of secrets and embrace her loneliness.
The writer is a traveller and student of
human history
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WEF-MENA

Towards Building New
Cooperation Systems
Call For A New Regional Economic Model
AMNA MALIK

T

he World Economic Forum
on the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) has urged the
stakeholders to increase collaboration on social, economic and
climate issues as well as to help the region
punch at its weight instead of below it. The
100 most promising start-ups of the Arab
world participated in the World Economic
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Forum on the Middle East and North Africa
and engaged with industry and government
leaders to discuss the future of their industries and how to add value to society.
The initiative aimed at further integrating
the Arab world’s most promising start-up
entrepreneurs into a national and regional
dialogue on pressing challenges. The World
Economic Forum on the Middle East and
North Africa took place in partnership with
the King Abdullah II Fund for Development
(KAFD). The meeting marks the 10th hosted
by Jordan since it was first convened at the
Dead Sea in 2003. It brought together more
than 1,000 government, business and civil
society leaders from over 50 countries.
The World Economic Forum was held
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Dead Sea, Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
on 6-7 April 2019 where over 1,000 officials
from 50 countries, dealt with four main
themes over two days and the participants
discussed several issues under the theme
of Towards Building New Cooperation
Systems.
The participants highlighted that the Arab
world was punching below its weight and
its economy should be two or three times
bigger than it was today, The Middle East
and North Africa is home to hundreds of
millions of people yet its gross domestic
product is equivalent to that of just a single
country therefore a new economic model for
the region was badly needed. Region needs
to engage in more cooperation, we need
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to talk together, we need to work together.
And we need the private sector … to come
forward with an economic vision (which)
can actually double or triple the GDP of the
region. People live in a region of (hundreds
of millions of ) people, but actually produce
less than a small country of 5 or 6 million
people elsewhere in the world.
Several concrete initiatives had emerged
from the forum to support a new economic
model for the region. For example, the UAE
said it would offer five-year visas to entrepreneurs behind the top 100 startups that were
selected to attend the forum. Another area
to start greater cooperation in the region
is by developing and encouraging travel in
the region. Tourism is one way to overcome
the unfortunate rise of protectionism and
nationalism; it is also a way.
Like all other regions around the world,
the Middle East and North Africa is being
transformed by the advance of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution. The UAE is well
poised for the new industrial revolution, said
Omar bin Sultan Al Olama, the country’s
minister for AI. We’re developing incentives
for AI companies, developing incentives for
data centres to move to the UAE and we
understand 100% that the new industrial
revolution is focused on quality data and
computers.
The Bahrain Economic Development
Board’s Khalid Al Rumaihi said that it is essential that the region stays at the vanguard
of the new era of industrialization. I think it
would be detrimental to the Middle East if
we ignore what technology has to offer, he
said. Not just for the technology and its sake
but the jobs. He added, ultimately all of us
in the Middle East need to create jobs and
these jobs are going to come in the future as
engineer, coder, data scientists.
Less than a quarter of women in MENA
are employed and, according to the ILO, the
region has the lowest global representation
for women in management and leadership
positions. Though progress has been slow,
this could be about to change as governments and business leaders wake up to the
huge opportunity that bringing more women
into the workforce would bring to the region.
In the session The Rise of Arab Women,
Saudi Arabia’s first female lawyer Sofana
Rabea Dahlan described how it took 13
years for her to get qualified due to gender
discrimination. But she says through persistence and patience she obtained her licence.
It taught me that we have to have patience in
our people, in our systems, we have to have
be able to open the dialogue, no matter how
long it takes, she said.
Meanwhile, Sahar Nasr, Egypt’s Minister
of International Cooperation said that it is
important for government ministers such as
herself to keep striving to amend laws that
undermine women. These are the things
that we review as policy-makers, and this
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is where Parliament lays an active role and
there has to be an article where people just
get access, she said.
The themes included Building a new
economic model, managing a suitable
environment for the Arab world, reaching a
common ground in a multi-polar world and
the industrial revolution in the Arab world.
During the forum, 32 sessions were held on
several topics related to the new standards of
public education, geographical distribution
of banks
in the
Less than a quarter region,
new
of women in MENA health
platare employed and, care
forms, inaccording to the vestment
human
ILO, the region has in
resources
the lowest global and cyber
manrepresentation risk
agement.
for women in Parmanagement ticipants
and leadership highlighted
positions globalization and
role of
technology in
tackling corruption and shaping the future
of tourism in Jordan. They also discussed
the issue of peace and conflict in the region,
new energy in the Middle East, prospects for
geopolitical situation and fifth generation
developments in communications.
They discussed water challenges in the
region, the role of women in economic
development, the importance of data, the
future of smart cities, the redistribution
of responsibilities and tasks in the region,
the future of Islamic banking, solid waste
management and reconstruction in the
region, environmental leadership and the
design of modern industry. The forum
sessions witnessed general discussions on
energy and natural resources in a number
of Arab countries, as well as discussing the
status of the Middle East, Asia and Europe
in a global context.
Addressing the opening plenary session of
the Forum, the host King Abdullah II bin
Al Hussein said that the Kingdom of Jordan
aimed to build on the foundation of young
population to spur economic growth and
innovation. Our most important strength is
Jordan’s high-skill human capital. Our young
people are globally connected, tech-savvy,
fluent in multiple languages and determined
to succeed. They are proven assets to every
enterprise. And we have already seen this
strength at work, in the success of Jordan’s
ICT industry, which has created thousands
of new jobs and accessed markets across the
region and beyond. Women are a critical
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part of our economic future.
Reflecting on the theme of the meeting,
Building New Platforms of Cooperation,
the king stressed, it takes a broad partnership to create a platform for economic
growth – private-sector investment and
productivity at every level, including small
and medium-sized enterprises; a public
sector that supports business confidence and
economic success; and global partners to
flow investments into positive futures.
Muhammadu Buhari, President of Nigeria,
picked up on the theme of cooperation. In
this digital age where physical borders no
longer exist to protect even the most secure
nations, the only way to overcome predatory
and divisionary forces is for all well-meaning
nations to work together for the greater good
of mankind, he said. Simply put, cooperation among sovereign nations is no longer a
choice. It is an absolute necessity.
The Nigerian president stated, in the last 10
years, the world as we knew it has completely
changed” due to factors such as technology,
demographic shifts and migration, trade and
geopolitics, and climate change. Countries of
the MENA region and sub-Saharan Africa
have had to combat terrorism, including the
threat of Boko Haram in his country. On
the topic of economic diversification and
social inclusion policies, including efforts
to expand the agricultural sector, Buhari
noted, in this new world without borders,
my personal view is that stability and
sustainability can only be achieved through
inclusive economic growth, and enhanced
cooperation among nations.
Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of
the United Nations, New York, said that he
hopes that the World Economic Forum on
the Middle East and North Africa will build
on recent official meetings in London and
Brussels to help bring growth and prosperity
to Jordan and the rest of the region. Guterres
also called for a two-state solution” to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict “with Jerusalem
as the capital of the two countries.
The UN leader added, the most systemic
challenge we face today is climate change.
While noting recent extreme events around
the globe, such as fires in California and
flooding in Mozambique, he drove the issue
home by noting the increased water stress
in Jordan and the rest of the region. It is
high time that we have more urgency and
ambition. The UN will host a climate change
summit in New York in September. I am
asking leaders to come not with speeches,
but with plans for mitigation, adaptation
and finance, he said. Countries like Jordan
that do not contribute that much to climate
change cannot be among the biggest victims.
Author is the President, Center of Pakistan
and International Relations (COPAIR) and
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’
and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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Nepalese Food Festival held at Islamabad Marriott
Nepalese Food Festival was recently held at Islamabad Marriott Hotel recently. Ambassador of Nepal Ms. Sewa Lamsal inaugurated the Festival, which she
described as an indulgent affair that will give diners a unique culinary experience. It’s a very special food festival. So do not bother about of putting on calories.
The food is very delicious and healthy food that will be complemented by fabulous Nepalese music, Sewa Lamsal said at a press conference held to launch the
two-day event. The food festival, which was organised in collaboration with the Marriott Hotel, commemorates 60 years of friendly ties between Pakistan and
Nepal and celebrates the rich diversity of the Nepalese culture. The guest chef, Shiva Roka was flown in especially from the Fairfield Marriott Hotel in Nepal to
team up with the executive chef of the Islamabad Marriott. The food festival will also travel to Lahore and Karachi.
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Islamabad Marriot Hotel opens Art Gallery Artcade
The Islamabad Marriott Hotel opened its doors to a new art gallery by the name of Arcade with Zainab Omar as the founder and curator. Artcade
and the Islamabad Marriott Hotel are committed to showcasing the work of young emerging artist, encouraging and promoting contemporary
artists and increasing the visibility of work by previously undiscovered artist. Sourcing artwork from all over Pakistan Artcade will house and exhibit
original works of art to make their work more accessible to a diverse local and international public. Each art piece showcased has been carefully
selected to ensure that what is being presented is the best of the next generation of Pakistan artists.
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Eurovillage 2019

Keeping Europe Day spirit alive in Islamabad
Third year in a row, European Union and the EU Member States established a Eurovillage in Islamabad on 6 April 2019 to mark the Europe Day.
The event introduces European culture, values and traditions to thousands of visitors each year. European Union and the EU Member States in
Pakistan celebrated Europe Day again in a unique manner in Islamabad on 6 April 2019. A ‘Eurovillage’ was set up in Pakistan National Council of
Arts (PNCA), aiming at promoting the European culture and values. The general public was provided with multiple displays of Europe as a culturally
rich and friendly place. The EU’s as well as the Member States’ stands showcased the countries’ cultures and traditions, languages, food and music
to Pakistan’s general public as well as general information about the EU and the EU member States.
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Pakistanis, Americans Celebrate US Independence Day
To celebrate the 243rd anniversary of American
independence, the US Embassy hosted Pakistani
officials, businesspeople, civil society, celebrities,
and friends for a celebration that included
music, traditional American food, and simulated
fireworks. The evening’s guest of honor was Mr.
Omar Ayub Khan, Federal Minister for Energy.
Under the theme of “Building a Vision,” speakers, photos, and video displays highlighted the
common values underpinning U.S. and Pakistani
friendship and the shared goals of the two
countries. In his remarks, Ambassador Paul Jones,
Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., explained the choice of
theme: “The theme for today’s Independence
Day celebration is ‘Building a Vision.’ We wanted
to tell the story of how our two great countries
built our nations, our capitols, our embassies, and
our relationship. The story brings out parallels,
from founding principles of our nations to our
respective investments in iconic embassies in
each other’s capitals.
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Baroness

A

Erum Akbar

lawyer, a businesswoman, a campaigner and a cabinet minister,
Pakistani-origin British Parliamentarian Baroness Sayeeda
Warsi is a source of inspiration
for youth and emerging leaders who wish
to obtain prominent status in domestic and
international political arena. She is also
considered as an iconic pride for Pakistanis
living in Briton as well as across the globe
for her kind hearted and helping approach
towards Pakistanis and Muslims.
Sayeeda Warsi draws on her own unique position in British life, as the child of Pakistani
immigrants, an outsider, who became an insider, the UK’s first Muslim Cabinet minister,
to explore questions of cultural difference,
terrorism, surveillance, social justice, religious
freedom and integration. Despite hailing
from working class background, Baroness
Warsi rose to the status of Senior Minister of
State at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office
and Minister for Faith and Communities at
the Department for Communities and Local
Government from September 2012 to August
2014 solely by dint of her hard work, long
political struggle as well as strong will power.
Previously she had also been Chairman of
the Conservative Party and Minister without
Portfolio. Sayeeda has consistently been voted
one of the 500 most influential Muslims in the
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world.
She
played
several
gigantic
roles in
British
politics, but
she is bes t
known for
being the first
Muslim to serve
in a British cabinet.
In August 2014 she resigned from Government
citing the Government’s morally indefensible policy on Gaza.
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Sayeeda
studied
law at
Leeds University, going on
to work for the Crown
Prosecution Service before
setting up her own legal practice.
Her father, a former mill-worker and bus
driver who set up his own business, instilled
in her values of freedom, responsibility and
aspiration. Inspired, she got involved in the
Conservative Party and it was there that she
became Vice Chairman and advisor to the
leader, Michael Howard, in 2004.
In 2005, she stood as a Parliamentary candidate in Dewsbury. In 2007 she was elevated
to the House of Lords aged 36, making her
the youngest peer in Parliament. Later that
year she travelled to Sudan and famously
helped to secure the release of the British
teacher Gillian Gibbons who was on trial for
blasphemy.
In 2010 she was appointed by Prime Minister David Cameron as Minister without
Portfolio, becoming the first Muslim to serve
as a Cabinet Minister. The iconic images of

May 2019

Special Report
her on the steps of No 10 Downing Street
in a shalwar kameez beamed around the
world. She was also appointed as Chairman
of the Conservative Party the first Asian to
chair a major British political party. In 2012,
Sayeeda was made Senior Minister of State at
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and
Minister for Faith and Communities.
Outspoken and challenging on the issues
that many people seek to avoid, she has
become an interesting and distinct voice on
topics previously considered taboo. She led
the government’s campaign to criminalise
forced marriage and spoke out on the sexual
grooming of children by gangs.
She also spearheaded the party’s Social
Action agenda both domestically and internationally, setting up Project Maja, which has
brought politicians and volunteers together to
deliver projects in the poorest parts of Bosnia,
Herzegovina, Bangladesh, and Turkey. Her
business background and her passion for
manufacturing have made her a champion
for British business both at home and abroad.
Sayeeda has been a major driver of four
start-up businesses; two in the service sector
and two in manufacturing, all of which developed into vibrant and successful SME’s. In
Government she led the campaign to ensure
that Britain became the first western country
to issue a Sukuk (Islamic bond), which was
issued in 2014. She also Chaired the Global
Islamic Finance & Investment Group.
Sayeeda is a Trustee of the Yorkshire Sculpture Park, and Chair of the Baroness Warsi
Foundation. The Foundation focuses on three

programme areas; social mobility, gender
equality and freedom of religious belief. She
is also a Trustee of the Savayra Foundation,
a UK registered charity which works in
Pakistan to empower widows, divorcees and
orphan girls through skills, education and
other poverty relief programmes.
Sayeeda is passionate that education is
the opportunity that makes anything possible. She is committed to widening access
to Higher Education for all. Sayeeda is an
International Advisor to Australia Catholic
University, a Visiting Professor at St Marys
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the oldest Catholic university in the UK,
an Advisor to Georgetown University,
Washington D.C, and Pro Vice Chancellor at
the University of Bolton. She has also been
awarded Honorary Doctorates from Aston,
Birmingham City, and Bolton universities, as
well as from the University of Law.
Sayeeda has volunteered all her life, from
her community work through to racial justice
issues, and she has helped with fundraising
for a wide range of charities. She was a
member of the Dewsbury Rotary Club and
was the founder and now trustee of the
Savayra Foundation UK.
She has always highlighted the importance
of Social Action and in 2005, with her colleagues, presented the first Conservative Party
social action projects to the Party Conference
in Blackpool. Sayeeda describes Social Action
as “doing your bit, or mucking in” as they say
in Yorkshire. ayeeda established the Savayra
Foundation UK in 2002 for which she is currently the trustee. From 2002-2005 SFUK
supported 400 destitute women and their
families in Kashmir and since 2005, they
have moved from traditional aid work to
financial empowerment. Most recently the
Savayra Foundation rebuilt a village in the
flood stricken area of KP in Pakistan. Click
hereto visit the Savayra Foundation.
During her three years as Shadow Minister
for Social Action Sayeeda helped to make
Social Action part of the Conservative Party’s
DNA. In 2008 Sayeeda led The Welsh House
Farm Community Transformation project
in Quinton, Birmingham. The social action
team worked with the Welsh House Farm
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residents to support their efforts to better
their community.
The Haven centre which is the hub of the
youth work that takes place on the estate
had a makeover and the Multi Use Games
Area or MUGA as the residents call it also
benefited from some TLC. During the 2009
Manchester Party Conference the Radcliffe
girls and boys also went through a similar
transformation. With the help of the community, volunteers renovated and rejuvenated
the Radcliffe Boys and Girls Club.
In 2009 Sayeeda and 32 parliamentarians,
candidates, and senior volunteers worked
together with the inspirational charity Fund
for Refugees both in Srebrenica and Sarajevo.
In 2011 Project Maja went to Bangladesh, a
country with which the United Kingdom has
deep historical, social and economic ties. Over
the space of seven days the team, consisting
of MPs, an MEP, activists and volunteers
conducted education, sports, renovation and
health projects. Project Maja Bangladesh
concluded with an epic 20 Twenty cricket
match against the Bangladeshi parliamentarians.
Recently, Baroness Sayeeda paid visit to
Pakistan with a headache schedule and met
Prime Minister Imran Khan and exchanged
views on multiple issues including the human
rights violation in Indian occupied Kashmir
and the overall security situation. The bilateral relations between the United Kingdom
and Pakistan also came under discussion.
The Prime Minister’s special assistant
on matters related to oversees Pakistanis,
Zulfiqar Bukhari, was also present on the

occasion. It may be recalled that Warsi, along
with a delegation comprising Naz Shah, and
Parliamentarians Faisal Rasheed and John
Davis, had met PM Khan in February as
well. In her last meeting, Warsi, the leader of
UK Conservative Party, had also appreciated
Premier Khan’s vision and leadership, besides
condemning the atrocities of Indian government in held Kashmir.
Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange
int’l Magazine and Secretary Information
Center of Pakistan and International
Relations (COPAIR)
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COPAIR adopts 5 children
Brazilian envoy lauds COPAIR’s philanthropic initiatives
Pakistan could not become Islamic Republic of Pakistan in true sense unless women feel safe in public and private domains, said President Dr Arif Alvi while
addressing an event organised to commemorate International Women Day. Organised by the Federal Ombudsman Secretariat for Protection against Harassment
(FOSPAH), the event titled ‘Inclusion not Seclusion’ was attended by a large number of people, including parliamentarians, diplomats, government officials,
civil society representatives, academia and media. Dr Arif Alvi urged all segments of the society to play their role in ensuring women rights and instead of merely
providing lip service, take practical steps for financial independence of women. We agree to protection and provision of women rights, but the same concept
is not implemented in the society. The Federal Ombudsperson on Harassment against Women, Kashmala Tariq, said that International Women’s Day is an
occasion to celebrate the achievements and contributions of women.
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T

he bilateral cooperation between Nigeria and Pakistan
began some five decades ago and the diplomatic ties have
continued to go from strength to strength most notably,
in the area of military cooperation, trade relations, cultural exchange and education. Both the countries share
many commonalities and also face similar challenges.
The brotherly countries can help each other through sharing of expertise.
There is a lot of trade potential between the two countries that can be
utilized for the benefit of the people of Pakistan and Nigeria. Pakistan can
provide cooperation in various sectors including health, infrastructure,
education and human resource management.
Bilateral trade volume between Nigeria and Pakistan went higher above
$500 million in 2015 however, both the countries are desirous of increasing the tune of bilateral trade over $1 billion as potential for achieving
this target exists on both the sides because of available mineral resources,
agricultural products and the population. In other words, there are markets
for the products being produced by the two countries.
Some two years back in 2017, Maj Gen (Rtd) Ashimiyu Adebayo Olaniyi,
arrived here in Islamabad as High Commissioner of Nigeria. Since then he
has been pursuing the agenda of bringing both the countries further closer
actively and energetically.
Born in January, 1958 at Ona-Ora Local Government Area of Oyo State,
Nigeria, he grew up in a village called Kupalo- Jago. After getting his
secondary education at the Nigerian Military School, Zaria from 1977, he
proceeded to Nigerian Defence Academy as officer cadet of 23rd Regular
combatant course in 1978. Then he was commissioned into the Nigerian
Army Engineers in 1980 in the rank of Second Lieutenant. In January
2014, he voluntarily retired from the Nigerian Army on the rank of Major

High Commissioner of Nigeria

Maj. Gen.(r) Ashimiyn
Adebayo Olaniyi
Bringing Pakistan-Nigeria Closer

General.
Soon after taking charge of his office here in Islamabad as High Commissioner, prioritized the operationalization of the Memoranda of Understanding that have been signed while ensuring that other areas of bilateral trade
relations such as oil and gas, mining, small and medium enterprise (SME),
agriculture, manufacturing and textile are brought to the front burner.
Nigeria and Pakistan have many things in common; culture, population
and even the economies of both countries are virtually the same. The
process of diversification and rejuvenating the economies are alike, which
means that in the South Asia, Pakistan is the best partner to trade with
Nigeria in Africa continent.
To achieve his agenda and priorities, he actively managed to hold interactions with the key figures in the concerned sectors and quarters. In January
last year, High Commissioner Ashimiyu Adebayo Olaniyi interacted with
then Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and discussed matters related
to the promotion of bilateral ties especially in the fields of trade, economics,
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defence and others.
In December 2017, High Commissioner to Pakistan urged all the
Nigerian nationals in Pakistan to strictly respect the social, cultural and
Islamic laws of Islamic Republic of Pakistan and join hands with Nigeria
High Commission Pakistan for promoting the good image of Federal
Republic of Nigeria in Pakistan. In a meeting at his residence with Nigerian
Community here, he said that under the leadership of His Excellency
Muhammadu Buhari, President of Federal Republic of Nigeria efforts
would be made to give a quantum jump to economic and trade relations
as well as to translate the goals of Economic Diplomacy and South-South
Cooperation with Pakistan.
He said that Pakistan has great potential in Agriculture sector and diplomatic efforts will be made in liaison with Nigerian Business Community
in Pakistan to benefit from the Agricultural experiences of Pakistan for the
benefit of the Nigerian Agricultural Scientists. Talking about his Agenda in
Pakistan, he said that he would be visiting all the Chambers of Pakistan in
Punjab, KPK, Sindh and Baluchistan Provinces including Sialkot Chamber
of Commerce and visiting pharmaceutical factories, textile units and tractor
factories across Pakistan besides launching feasibility study to promote
SME projects between Nigeria and Pakistan.
According to PM House, Prime Minister stated that Pakistan can provide
cooperation in various sectors including health, infrastructure, educa-

According to him, the development of strong cooperation between the
small and medium enterprise (SMEs) of the two countries, SMEs are
the bodies which drive the economy of any nation and at the same time
provide job opportunities for the teeming youths of any country. In other
words, it empowers the youths to be self-sufficient thus allowing for the
economic growth.
The relationship between Nigeria and Pakistan in terms of Defence
Cooperation has remained excellent over the years, unlike the bilateral
trade relation which needs some improvement. In order to improve the
trade relation, there must be regular exchange of information about the
resources; be it mineral, agriculture, oil and gas, textile, manufacturing etc.
that are available in the two countries.
In this regard, there must be constant holding of Joint Ministerial
Commission (JMC) between the two countries at governmental levels.
The business men of both countries must interact through their various
Chambers of Commerce and Industries. In terms of balance of trade,

Nigeria and Pakistan have many things in
common; culture, population and even the
economies of both countries are virtually the same.
The process of diversification and rejuvenating
the economies are alike, which means that in the
South Asia, Pakistan is the best partner to trade
with Nigeria in Africa continent

tion and human resource management. There is a lot of trade potential
between the two countries that can be utilized for the benefit of the people
of Pakistan and Nigeria, added the Prime Minister. In this context, he
emphasized the need for regularly holding the Pakistan – Nigeria Joint
Ministerial Commission meetings. The Nigerian High Commissioner
thanked the Prime Minister for the warm welcome and expressed his
strong commitment to further expanding bilateral relations.
Afterwards he visited Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and interacted with traders with an objective to higher the bilateral trade
volume. On this occasion High Commissioner said that Pakistan and
Nigeria enjoyed almost same economic conditions and businessmen of
the two countries must collaborate in their relevant fields to exploit the
untapped potential. He compared various factors of the two countries
including population, size of economies, purchasing power and GDP etc.
He said that in terms of foreign reserves, the two countries have strengthened themselves considerably during the last few years. Nigeria is blessed
with oil & gas, minerals resources, agriculture products etc. He urged
Pakistani exporters to strengthen bilateral trade relations for benefit of
people of two countries.
He also highlighted the incentives offered by the Nigerian government
to attract Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and stated that tax holidays
has been awarded while the payment of tax is easier as taxpayers could file
tax returns at the nearest Federal Inland Revenue Services office through
electronic payment. He said that investors are free to bring foreign currency
to Nigeria through issuance of certificate of capital importation.
Afterwards, he visited Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce with an aim to strengthen the
trade and investments relations between the various Pakistani Chambers
of Commerce and Industry and the Nigeria Chambers of Commerce and
Industries.
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between the two countries, as at today, the balance is tilted in favour of
Pakistan, but there is no problem about this present situation, as this could
be adjusted to make the two countries to be at par.
Any business delegation wishing to visit Nigeria is assured of speedy issuance of visa within 48 hours of submission of relevant documents. Also,
any Pakistani business man who wishes to invest in Nigerian economy
through registration of company can do so online and within 72 hours
such company will be registered through Corporate Affairs Commission
(CAC).
In January last year, High Commissioner Ashimiyu Adebayo Olaniyi held
a meeting with and National Security Adviser Lt-Gen (retd) Nasser Khan
Janjua where both the sides to enhance bilateral relations and defence
cooperation and stability in South Asia and Africa. Olaniyi said that Nigeria
attached great importance to its relations with Pakistan. He expressed keen
desire to boost bilateral relations with Pakistan through mutual cooperation
in multiple areas including defence, counter-terrorism, trade and social
sector development.
They agreed to keep up the momentum of improvement in the relations
and increase the frequency of high-level exchanges. The high commissioner conveyed the desire of his government to start comprehensive
counterterrorism cooperation with Pakistan including the exchange of
actionable intelligence and tracking of terror financing. Janjua expressed
the willingness and commitment of Pakistan to expand cooperation with
Nigeria in all fields. Both sides agreed to work together at all levels to
promote cordial and cooperative bilateral relations.
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IFWA holds charity Bazaar for underprivileged children
Islamabad Foreign Women Association (IFWA) charity bazaar for fundraising for underprivileged and differently-abled children opened. Special
children presented tableaus explaining the problems and difficulties they face in society. Ambassador of Argentina Ivan Ivanissevich also marked his
presence in the event. A number of stalls were also set up comprising items of home decorations, jewellery and handicrafts. The amount obtained
from the sales from these stalls would be donated to a private school established for underprivileged children.The participants said that it was
a great effort to generate resources for students who seek education but more should be done in spite of financial constraints. They emphasised
that the society should come forward to make such initiatives successful as the future of society depends on its children. The participants said
that this bazaar would benefit the children belonging to underprivileged sections of the society. The charity bazaar arranged by Islamabad Foreign
Women Association (IFWA) drew huge interest from people hailing from all walks of life.
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My trade wars not over yet:
Trump

United States President Donald Trump is
sending a clear message to the economic
policymakers gathering in Washington for
the International Monetary Fund and World
Bank’s spring meetings: My trade wars aren’t
finished yet and a weakening global economy
will just have to deal with it.
With his latest threat to impose tariffs on
$11 billion in imports from the European
Union from helicopters to Roquefort cheese
the US President offered a vivid reminder
that, even as he moves towards a deal with
China to end their tariff wars, he has other
relationships he’s eager to rewrite.
That is not encouraging for global growth,
with the IMF and others pointing to the uncertainty over Trump’s assault on the global
trading system as a damper on business
investment and sentiment.

EU, UK extend Brexit till Oct 31

Leaders of the 27 countries remaining in the
European Union and British Prime Minister
Theresa May have agreed to extend Britain’s
date of departure from the bloc until Oct
31, the EU summit chair said in a tweet on
Thursday. This is four months longer than
May asked for, in a move European Council
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President Donald Tusk said would let Britain
resolve its domestic deadlock on the issue.
EU27/UK have agreed a flexible extension
until 31 October, Tusk tweeted after eight
hours of talks that went into the early hours
of Thursday.
This means (an) additional six months
for the UK to find the best possible solution, Tusk added on the eve of what would
otherwise have been the day Britain crashed
out of the bloc with no deal to smooth
the departure for businesses and citizens.
Britain, he stressed, could still leave earlier if
May secures parliamentary backing for her
Brexit treaty, or it could amend what it wants
from a future trade pact. Until the end of this
period, the UK will also have the possibility
to... cancel Brexit altogether, Tusk added.

WikiLeaks: Julian Assange
detained in UK

Julian Assange, the founder of WikiLeaks,
was arrested by British police on Thursday
after they were invited into the Ecuadorean
embassy where he has been evading the
authorities since 2012. Julian Assange, 47,
has today, Thursday 11 April, been arrested
by officers from the Metropolitan Police
Service (MPS) at the Embassy of Ecuador,
police said.
Police said they arrested Assange after being
invited into the embassy by the Ambassador,
following the Ecuadorean government’s
withdrawal of asylum.
Assange took refuge in Ecuador’s London
embassy in 2012 to avoid being extradited to
Sweden, where authorities wanted to question him as part of a sexual assault investigation. That probe was later dropped, but
Assange fears he could be extradited to face
charges in the United States, where federal
prosecutors are investigating WikiLeaks.
Assange was taken into custody at a central
London police station and he will be brought
before Westminster Magistrates’ Court, police
said. The British Minister of State for Europe
and the Americas Sir Alan Duncan said that
it is absolutely right that Assange will face
justice in the proper way in the UK. It is for
the courts to decide what happens next. He
added that the British government is very
grateful to the Government of Ecuador under
President Moreno for the action they have
taken.
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Sudanese President removed
after 30 years’ rule

Sudanese military has removed Omar
Al-Bashir from power after 30 years and
declared a state of emergency. The move
brings to an end the divisive and autocratic
reign of one of Africa and the Arab world’s
longest serving leaders. It follows months
of escalating protests against his rule that
have been met with a brutal response by the
security forces. Dozens of people have been
killed.
In a televised address, Ahmed Awad Ibn
Auf, the first vice president and defense minister of Sudan, announced the suspension of
the Sudanese constitution and creation of a
transitional military council, which will lead
the country for two years. Elections would be
held after the transition period, Auf added.

Successful Top CEO Conference & Awards 2019 concludes

The Top CEO Conference & Awards 2019
has drawn to a successful close here. The
event included seven key panel discussions
under the theme of Growth in a Volatile
Future as well as a Top CEO Awards 2019
ceremony, which recognized the region’s most
successful and trendsetting CEOs from a list
of more than 700 companies listed on GCC
stock exchanges.
Top business leaders and more than 30
speakers from across the GCC and Middle
East regions shed light on the Middle East’s
dynamic but volatile region and the burning
issues facing the corporate world today. This
year’s theme, Growth in a Volatile Future,
focused on a score of relevant issues from
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oil price fluctuations, tech disruptions, as
well as armed and political schisms that
pose new risks, and opportunities. Amid
such challenges and new global economic
realities, leading speakers such as renowned
economist Prof. Nouriel Roubini provided
growth solutions and road maps for businesses in the GCC region.

Trump wished Ivanka to lead
World Bank

ahead with threatened car import tariffs. The
mandate paves the way for formal talks to
begin soon. Negotiators are also expected
to discuss areas for closer cooperation on
regulations, for example in pharmaceuticals.
The European Commission has been pressing since January for negotiations to start
on a limited EU-US trade deal, but member
states such as France hesitated due to domestic opposition, citing sensitivity ahead
of EU elections in May. The EU-US trade
relationship has been tense since Mr Trump
raised steel and aluminium import tariffs last
year, prompting Brussels to retaliate with
several measures.
In July, Trump and EU Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker agreed to work
on lifting tariffs for industrial goods, as well
as whittling down trade barriers in several
sectors, in an effort to ease the tensions. But
since then, Washington has accused Brussels of foot-dragging, and Mr Trump has
threatened to impose high tariffs on EU
automotive exports.

2,000 millionaires move to
UAE in one year
President Trump considered nominating his
eldest daughter, Ivanka Trump, to be president of the World Bank in part because she’s
very good with numbers, according to a new
interview. Speaking to the Atlantic, Trump
lavished praise on his daughter, a 37-yearold White House adviser, and suggested she
would be suitable for other administration
positions, including U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations. She’s a natural diplomat,
Trump said. She would’ve been great at the
United Nations, as an example.
Asked why he didn’t nominate her, Trump
replied: If I did, they’d say nepotism, when
it would’ve had nothing to do with nepotism.
But she would’ve been incredible. Trump
added: I even thought of Ivanka for the
World Bank. . . . She would’ve been great at
that because she’s very good with numbers.
Ivanka Trump, the daughter of US President
Donald Trump and his first wife, Ivana
Zelníčková, is a senior advisor in Trump
administration, businesswoman, designer
and former model who pulls off a variety
of styles - from chic dresses to flamboyant
pantsuits - effortlessly. We look at some of
her best fashion outings.

EU okays US trade talks to
avert car tariffs
EU member states agreed to launch negotiations on a trade deal with the United
States, in hopes that the move will prevent
US President Donald Trump from pressing
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DUBAI: The world’s wealthiest are streaming into Dubai and the rest of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). The UAE remains
the destination of choice for millionaires, a
new report shows, with the world’s mega-rich
lured by the country’s safety, business-friendly
environment and quality infrastructure.
Approximately 2,000 high-net-worth
individuals (HNWIs), each with at least $1
million (Dh3.6 million) worth of net assets,
including property, cash, equities and business interests, streamed into the UAE in
2018, delivering a much-needed investment
boost to the local economy. The majority
of them, estimated to be more than 1,000,
settled in Dubai.
The number of affluent migrants in the
UAE has risen by two per cent in 2018,
compared to the previous year, according
to the Global Wealth Migration Review of
AfrAsia Bank and New World Wealth that
tracks global fortunes and wealth migration
trends over the past ten years.
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The UAE emerged in the top five list of
destinations that lured the biggest wealth
inflows last year, ranking fifth, just behind
Switzerland. Millionaires around the world
are moving into new places and in 2018
alone, approximately 108,000 of them
migrated, up from 95,000 in 2017.

Germany rejects Trump’s
threats over Huawei tech use

German authorities are dismissing United
States President Donald Trump’s threat
to cut off intelligence if they do not take
steps to keep equipment made by China’s
Huawei Technologies out of the nation’s
fifth-generation mobile network, according
to four people with knowledge of the matter.
The view in Germany’s intelligence community is that the two allies rely on each other
too much to risk jeopardising crucial data
sharing, said the people, who asked not to be
identified by name because the discussions
are private.
They see the warnings on ending intelligence sharing as political grandstanding. The
sentiment in Berlin reflects the difficulty the
Trump administration faces in its attempts
to block Huawei from 5G networks because
of alleged Chinese espionage. Germany is
among European allies who have baulked
at US calls to ban the Shenzhen-based telecommunications equipment maker, opting
instead to erect security barriers.

US will not reissue waivers
for Iran oil imports
The Trump administration has told five
countries Japan, South Korea, Turkey,
China and India that they would no longer
be exempt from US sanctions if they continued to import oil from Iran after their
waivers ended on May 2.
We’re going to zero. We’re going to zero
across the board, US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo told reporters after the White House
made the announcement in a statement.
There are no (oil) waivers that extend
beyond that period, full stop, he said, adding
that there would be no grace period for those
economies to comply.
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of the most visited countries in the world.

MELANGE TEAM
China
has a great
many advantages
for foreign tourists.
Apart
from several sites of
historical, cultural and
ecological importance there
are many wonder ful
places to visit in China and with all of the different attractions
that China has to offer to tourists. The geography of the nation is
quite diverse with river deltas, hills and plains in the east and high
plateaus and mountains in the west.
Beijing and Shanghai are two of the more popular places for tourists
to visit in China, though there are many other beautiful places with
lots of interesting things to see and do. The architecture of the larger
cities, as well as the beauty of the countryside, makes this a wonderful
place for a vacation. The Karst hills and twin pagodas in Guilin are
also worth seeing.
The Great Wall of China, the Five Sacred Mountains, the Shaolin
Temple, the Huangguoshu Waterfall, the Forbidden City and the
Three Gorges, China is also cheap and has excellent public transport.
The country’s most famous tourist attraction is the Great Wall of
China which is the largest man-made structure in the world. It is
estimated that by 2020, China will become the most visited country
in the world. Here are some of the best places to visit in China, one
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Great Wall of China
The Great Wall of China is definitely one of the more impressive
and majestic attractions that China has to offer. It stretches a total
of 21,195 km and is over 2,300 years old. There are numerous entry
points for the Great Wall, and it’s an experience you won’t soon forget.
Located in Northern China, the Mutianyu section is fully restored
and worth seeing. The Great Wall of China has 25,000 watchtowers,
300,000 dead in the first phase of its construction.
The Forbidden City, Beijing

The second most famous attraction is the Forbidden City which is an
imperial palace from the Ming dynasty to the end of the Qing dynasty
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(1420 to 1912). It consists of 980 buildings that have more than
9,000 rooms and covers approximately 72 hectares. he Forbidden
City is one of the most important historical monuments in all of
China, and it includes the Palace Museum. There are all sorts of
fascinating historical artifacts that you will get to see upon entering
this area. This is a fairly cheap attraction but it has a lot to offer. It’s
important to keep in mind that photography is not allowed in most
sections.
Yangtze River

The Yangtze River, also known as the Long River, is, in fact, the
longest river in all of China. The best time of year to go on a cruise
down this river is in the fall season. Those who go on one of these
cruises in the autumn can expect to see beautiful brightly coloured
trees. There are lots of different cruise stops where you can get off
and explore, including Fengdu, Shibaozhai, and Qu Yuan Temple.
The Terracotta Army

The Temple of Heaven, Beijing
The Temple of Heaven in Beijing was constructed during the Ming
Dynasty, and it is definitely one of the most popular tourist destinations in China. This attraction will definitely keep you busy all
day long. And it’s a great place to go for some exercise. The Tai Chi
Experience at Temple of Heaven is available for USD 98, and it’s well
worth every cent.
The Yellow Mountains (Huangshan)

The Yellow Mountains are some of the most beautiful landscape that
China has to offer, and you definitely don’t want to miss out. Here
you will be able to enjoy the hot springs, go hiking, and take lots of
amazing pictures. These mountains also make for the perfect place
to watch the sun rise and set. Lots of people who come to China take
a 2-day trip out to the Yellow Mountains.
The Li River
You will find that the Li River in Guilin is one of the most picturesque
places in the country, and there are numerous tours that you can go
on. The riverboat cruises and bamboo rafting make for incredible
adventures that you will never forget. Many people hike along the
river, and there is plenty of incredible nature to take in. If you want
an outdoor adventure, this is one of your best options in China.
West Lake, Hangzhou

The Terracotta Army was initially made for the purpose of guarding
the first emperor of China in the afterlife. This is one of the most
amazing and impressive archaeological sites in the entire world, and
it’s definitely worth visiting. It was constructed between 246 and 206
BC, and it’s the perfect attraction for all history buffs.
The Silk Road
The Silk Road is the perfect place to learn about the ancient history of
China. Anyone who is interested in learning more about this country’s
rich history will want to make a point of visiting this place. There are
numerous tours that you can take, some of which go up to 17 days.
This is a truly unique experience that will be unlike anything you have
ever done before. The Silk Road is probably the most famous business
routes in the history of mankind. It binds China, Persia, Middle East
and at the far end the Mediterranean.
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West Lake in Hangzhou has been named one of the 12 most superb
sunset spots in the entire world, and for good reason. This area is
6.5 square kilometres and offers some great opportunities for biking,
hiking, and scenic walks. Spring is by far the best season to go because
of the warm weather and green leaves. The flower blossoms also add
to this already amazing scenery.
The Potala Palace, Tibet
The Potala Palace in Tibet is one of the highest ancient sites in
the world, and touring it takes one hour in the peak season and 2
hours in the low season. This world wonder is also a very popular
pilgrimage site that draws thousands of people each year. The Red
Palace is a beautiful structure that is used as a house of prayer by
the Dalai Lama.
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1st Direct Visual Evidence of a Supermassive

Black Hole

MELANGE RESEARCH TEAM

T

he Event Horizon Telescope (EHT) a planet-scale array
of eight ground-based radio telescopes forged through
international collaboration was designed to capture images
of a black hole. Today, in coordinated press conferences
across the globe, EHT researchers reveal that they have
succeeded, unveiling the first direct visual evidence of a supermassive
black hole and its shadow.
This breakthrough was announced today in a series of six papers published in a special issue of The Astrophysical Journal Letters. The image
reveals the black hole at the centre of Messier 87, a massive galaxy in the
nearby Virgo galaxy cluster. This black hole resides 55 million light-years
from Earth and has a mass 6.5 billion times that of the Sun. The EHT
links telescopes around the globe to form an unprecedented Earth-sized
virtual telescope. The EHT offers scientists a new way to study the most
extreme objects in the Universe predicted by Einstein’s general relativity
during the centenary year of the historic experiment that first confirmed
the theory. We have taken the first picture of a black hole, said EHT project
director Sheperd S. Doeleman of the Center for Astrophysics | Harvard &
Smithsonian. This is an extraordinary scientific feat accomplished by a
team of more than 200 researchers. Black holes are extraordinary cosmic
objects with enormous masses but extremely compact sizes. The presence
of these objects affects their environment in extreme ways, warping space
time and superheating any surrounding material.
If immersed in a bright region, like a disc of glowing gas, we expect a black
hole to create a dark region similar to a shadow something predicted by
Einstein’s general relativity that we’ve never seen before, explained chair
of the EHT Science Council Heino Falcke of Radboud University, the
Netherlands. This shadow, caused by the gravitational bending and capture
of light by the event horizon, reveals a lot about the nature of these fascinating objects and has allowed us to measure the enormous mass of M87’s

Mélange

56

black hole.
Multiple calibration and imaging methods have revealed a ring-like
structure with a dark central region the black hole’s shadow that persisted
over multiple independent EHT observations.
Once we were sure we had imaged the shadow, we could compare our observations to extensive computer models that include the physics of warped
space, superheated matter and strong magnetic fields. Many of the features
of the observed image match our theoretical understanding surprisingly
well, remarks Paul T.P. Ho, EHT Board member and Director of the East
Asian Observatory. This makes us confident about the interpretation of
our observations, including our estimation of the black hole’s mass. The
confrontation of theory with observations is always a dramatic moment for
a theorist. It was a relief and a source of pride to realise that the observations
matched our predictions so well, elaborated EHT Board member Luciano
Rezzolla of Goethe Universität, Germany.
Creating the EHT was a formidable challenge which required upgrading and connecting a worldwide network of eight pre-existing telescopes
deployed at a variety of challenging high-altitude sites. These locations
included volcanoes in Hawai`i and Mexico, mountains in Arizona and
the Spanish Sierra Nevada, the Chilean Atacama Desert, and Antarctica.
The EHT observations use a technique called very-long-baseline interferometry (VLBI) which synchronises telescope facilities around the
world and exploits the rotation of our planet to form one huge, Earth-size
telescope observing at a wavelength of 1.3mm. VLBI allows the EHT to
achieve an angular resolution of 20 micro-arc seconds enough to read a
newspaper in New York from a café in Paris. The telescopes contributing to
this result were ALMA, APEX, the IRAM 30-meter telescope, the James
Clerk Maxwell Telescope, the Large Millimeter Telescope Alfonso Serrano,
the Submillimeter Array, the Submillimeter Telescope, and the South Pole
Telescope. Petabytes of raw data from the telescopes were combined by
highly specialised supercomputers hosted by the Max Planck Institute for
Radio Astronomy and MIT Haystack Observatory.
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Tatar Foods
Tatars are descendants of Turkic-speaking tribes; they took a lot of
values from them: culture, traditions, and customs. Tatar cuisine’s
history started in times of Volga Bulgaria, the mother of Kazan.
Even in the XV century, this state was a great developed one. It was
a commercial, cultural and educational city where people of different
cultures and religions lived together. In addition, a great trade route
connected East to West was passed through it.
All these facts affected the modern traditions of the Tatars, including Tatar
cuisine, which can be characterized by the great diversity of nourishing
food, which is simple and complex at the same time, and, of course, it has
an extraordinary taste.
The Tatar cuisine has been developing for centuries under the influence of
different cultures: both the forest North and the steppe South, the Russians
and the Turks, Christianity and Islam. That has imposed very peculiar
characteristics, which make it possible for the Tatar cuisine to preserve its
identity.
Beef and lamb are the most commonly used types of meat, whereas pork
banned by Muslims is still not welcome. As for horse meat dishes that used
to be popular once have been gradually receding into the past. Among
vegetable dishes of the Tatar cuisine, there are few delicacies. Mushrooms
are hardly ever used in traditional recipes, while dairy products are big in
number.
Basically, the traditional Tatar cuisine is based on dough dishes with various
stuffing and topping. Well, let’s find out more about this tasty and delicious
cuisine. Here are some of delicious foods from Tatarstan.
Echpochmak

its name says, smetannik has a filling based on sour cream. This is
one of the most common desserts in Kazan.
Tokmach
Tokmach is a traditional
Tatar noodle soup. It is
from the Tatar cuisine
precisely that this
dish was adopted
by the Russians.
Its name,
To k m a c h , i s
translated as
noodles and
determines
its main
ingredient.
Tokmach can
be cooked with
meat, chicken,
or mushroom
broth. Sometimes
even milk is used
as the liquid base of
this national noodle
soup. The same concerns
other components: at times
the soup is cooked with potatoes
and vegetables added, and sometimes
there is
nothing but noodles and broth in it. This dish serves well as an
appetizer to a hearty portion of pastry or as the main lunch course.
Beshbarmak
Beshbarmak is a meat dish that Tatar women traditionally cook for
their hard working husbands. Historically, beshbarmak was cooked
and eaten by nomads. It is eaten with hands and cooked right before
serving. The dish consists of lamb broth, boiled and cut lamb meat,
dough cut in small rhombuses in oil, boiled jacket potatoes that are
peeled afterwards, onion rings, and chopped green onions. Just a few
minutes before serving, the ingredients are combined in a special way.
All the ingredients should not be cooked together or combined long
before serving – otherwise the dish will lose its taste.

Translating to triangle, echpochmak are triangle pastries stuffed with
mince and potatoes. Once the dough has risen and has been stuffed,
the corners are folded back slightly so there is a small hole at the top
of the pie. Halfway through the baking process, the echpochmak
are taken out of the oven and a spoonful of stock or broth is poured
into the filling via the hole. This ensures the meat – which is stuffed
raw – remains moist and tender and delicious to eat.
Echpochmak is the symbol of the Tatar cuisine. This triangular pie is the
king of multifarious Tatar pastries. It is made from yeast dough, with the
stuffing of lamb, potatoes and onions. Less often, poultry is used. Its main
peculiarity is that the stuffing is put inside the pie when uncooked yet and
is baked together with the dough. You can find echpochmak everywhere in
Kazan and other cities of the Tatarstan Republic: from ordinary canteens
to posh restaurants. As they say, the one, who has not tasted echpochmak,
has ever visited Kazan.
Smetannik
Smetannik (i.e. sour cream cake) is a dainty melting cake, which is
very similar to cheesecake, both in appearance and taste. The secret
of the Tatar sour cream pie is that there is no cottage cheese in it. As
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Pelmeni (Meat Dumplings) for the Groom

This special dish of Tatar ravioli is an indispensible element of the
Tatar wedding ritual. After the most important part of the wedding
ceremony, the mother of the bride offers little meat dumplings in
broth to her son-in-law. These ravioli are special for super tender and
low-fat meat and extra thin dough sheets they are made from. Usually
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this ritual dish is served along with katyk, a traditional Tatar dairy
product similar to kefir. Today, however, you can taste these special
dumplings even if you are not a groom and not even a wedding guest.
On a Kazan tour you will surely find this dish at the best restaurants
of the capital city of Tatarstan.
Chak-chak

Served at celebrations, weddings and festivities, this is probably the
most iconic Tatar dessert. There is even a museum in Kazan dedicated
to this sweet, sticky delight. Flatbread is rolled up into hazelnut sized
balls and then deep fried. The balls are then drenched in honey, and
then either assembled into individual portions or stacked similar to
a profiterole cake. You can either decorate chak-chak with nuts and
dried fruit, or you can add them to the mixture.
Kazylyk

– and onions, they are now often stuffed with cheese as well. Similar
to a South American empanada, they are also made out of unleavened
dough. Additionally, you can find them served as an entree.
Sherbet
Not as we know it in the West, Tatar sherbet is a sweet drink made
from fruits and honey and turned into a kind of cordial that doesn’t
last long, so drink it fresh. It is commonly made with cherries, strawberries and raspberries, as well as raisins and dried apricots.
Manti

These are Tatar dumplings made from either spiced lamb, beef, or
horse mince. Depending on the region, pumpkin and squash are also
added to the filling. Usually boiled or steamed in their own juices,
they are served with butter, sour cream or an onion sauce. If served
as a street food they can be served plain, with a sprinkling of red
pepper powder.
Talkysh kaleve
This is another beloved dessert, although you need to be a dab-hand in the
kitchen to master this recipe. Honey and sugar is spun into a kind of stringy,
hard fairy floss which is then coated in a powder of melted butter and flour
to set it, but not before it is shaped into miniature cones. It is served with a
cup of hot tea to cut through the sweetness.
Belish

Reflective of Tartar nomadic origins, Kazylyk is horse meat sausage.
Traditionally cured by air-drying in the steppe sun and wind, it is still
most commonly prepared cured, although it can be boiled, baked or
fried, and is often spiced with cumin and coriander. Thin slices with
pickled sliced onions are served as entrees, and are considered to be
a delicacy. The cured version is hard to stuff up, so try it anywhere.
Gubadiya
This is a stuffed sweet and salty, layered cheese pie of sorts that is
also brought out for festivities. Layered inside half a pie shell is rice,
cottage cheese or quark, minced beef or lamb, boiled egg, and then
raisins or mix of dried fruits such as figs, prunes and apricots. Melted
butter is poured over the filling before closing the pie, which is then
baked. Leave out the mince and you have a dessert.
Cheburek
This is the national dish of the Crimean Tatars and a popular street
food across the Russian Federation – testament to how delicious these
deep fried turnovers are. Traditionally filled with meat – beef or lamb
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Belish is a pie, and you can either devour a small one (vak belish) all
to yourself, or share a big one (zur belish) with friends. Hard crusty
pastry shells are usually filled with a grain-potato-meat combination
and then another strip of pastry is placed on top like a lid. They
are usually made with fatty meats such as duck, goose and beef, for
their flavour and their tendency to not dry out. If you come across a
goose-stuffed belish, don’t pass it up!
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gyptian Mohamed Elshirbini
clinched the Serena Hotels
Huawei International Squash
Tournament tfor Men Trophy,
by defeating Farhan Mehboob
of Pakistan here. Lt Gen (Retd) Syed Arif
Hasan President Pakistan Olympic Association, was Chief Guest at the occasion. Air
Marshal Shahid Akhtar Alvi, Senior Vice
President Pakistan Squash Federation,
senior serving PAF officers, former World
Champions Qamar Zaman, Jan Sher Khan
along with a large number of squash lovers
witnessed the match.
The final of Serena Hotels Huawei International Squash Tournament for Men was a
thrilling contest between Farhan Mehboob and
Mohamed Elshirbini. Mohamed Elshirbini
dominated his opponent in the first game and
easily won it with the game score 11/5. The
second game was convincingly won by Farhan
Mehboob with the game score 11/5. The third
game was a close contest, which was won by

Elshirbini wins Serena Hotels
Huawei Int’l Squash Tournament

Farham with the game score 11/8. Mohamed
Elshirbini came back in the match by winning fourth game with the game score 11/7.
Mohamed Elshirbini also won fifth and final
game with the game score 11/8 and clinched
the prestigious title. The match lasted for 51
minutes.
A day earlier, Semi-finals were played at
Mushaf Squash complex, Islamabad today.
Farhan Mehboob from Pakistan and Mohamed ElSherbini from Egyptqualified for the
final of Serena Hotels Huawei International
Squash Tournament for Men.
In the first semi-final Farhan Mehboob
(PAK) beat Karim Ali Fathi (EGY) by 5-11,
11-9, 11-9 and 11-5(3-1). The match lasted
for 38 minutes, while in the 2nd Semi Final,
World No 74 Mohamed ElShirbini (EGY)
defeated Carlos Cornes Ribadas (ESP) 11-9,
13-11, 11-3 in a total of 39 minutes.
Earlier, Pakistan’s only hope, Farhan Mehboob, took berth into the semi-finals along
with three others after registering victory in
the quarter-finals of the ongoing Men Serena
Hotels Huawei International Squash Tournament being played here.
Farhan Mehboob recorded a one-sided victory against Ammar Altamimi of Kuwait in the
20-minute play, the score was 11-5, 11-4 and
12-10. Ammar Altamimi of Kuwait did strong
resistance only in the last set wherein both
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stretched to 12-10. He also saved two match
points before Farhan Mehboob won the battle.
In the other quarter-finals top seeded Karim
Al Fathi of Egypt recorded victory against
Asim Khan in 42 minute battle, the score
was 11-9, 12-10 and 11-6. Karim Al Fathi only
faced little resistance at the hand of Asim in
the second set, otherwise he dominated the
proceedings and with this victory moved to
the semi-finals.
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In the third quarter-final Carlos Cornes of
Spain defeated Amaad Fareed of Pakistan in
a thrilling 3-2 battle lasted for 56 minute with
both Carlos Cornes and Amaad Fareed played
well and received thundering applauses from
the sitting spectators. Amaad Fareed won the
first set by 9-11 before leveling the tally at 6-6
and 9-all when Carlos was leading.
After conceding the first set, Carlos came
back strongly and won the second and third
set by 11-5 and 11-8. This time Amaad Fareed
made a struggling come back by winning the
fourth set 4-11 and was in a position to win
back the match as well but Carlos of Spain
played well and did not give him much time
to strike back. Carlos Cornes of Spain also got
the fifth and decisive set by 11-4 before leveling
tally 4-4 when Ammad was leading at 0-4.
In the fourth quarter-final Mohamed
ElSherbini (Egypt) beats Tayyab Aslam (Pakistan) in another thrilling match wherein both
stretched to five sets battle lasted for almost 91
minute. Mohamed ElSherbini of Egypt lost the
first set to Tayyab Aslam of Pakistan at 11-13.
Tayyab Aslam played well and saved three set
points before taking the set at 11-13.
Mohamed ElSherbini after conceding the
first set won the second and third sets by
11-9 and 11-2 but lost the fourth set at 6-11.
It was the last and decisive set when against
both Mohamed ElSherbini and Tayyab Aslam
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struggled hard for a single point but the former
won the set by 13-11. This time Mohamed
ElSherbini saved three match points against
on striking Tayyab Aslam of Pakistan and thus
moved to the semi-finals.
Pakistan Squash Federation (PSF) in collaboration with Serena Hotel and Huawei

Besides Pakistan, world ranking
Men & women players from
Austria, Egypt, Hong Kong, Iran,
Malaysia, Netherlands and
Thailand participated in the
mega event

organized the Serena Hotel Huawei International Squash Tournament 2019 under the
supervision of Professional Squash Association
(PSA) from April 6th -10th here. The 5-days
long Men’s championship carried a total prize
money of $18,000.
Besides Pakistan, world ranking Men &
women players from Austria, Egypt, Hong
Kong, Iran, Malaysia, Netherlands and
Thailand participated in the mega event.
Tayyab Aslam, Ahsan Ayaz, Farhan Zaman,
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Shahjahan Khan, Ammad Fareed, Farhan Mehboob and Amir Atlas Khan will represent the
hosts. Serena Hotels decided five years ago to
reclaim the legacy of squash in Pakistan under
it Sports Diplomacy initiative.
Since the inception of the Serena HotelsChief of Air Staff International Squash Championship, there has been an increase in local
squash tournaments and championships and
increasing numbers of international players
are coming to Pakistan to compete. CEO of
Serena Hotels Aziz Boolani said Pakistan has
a tradition of excellence in many sports but in
recent years it has been harder for our players
to excel in competitive sports internationally.
Up to 25 years ago Pakistani squash players
were the best in the world and every person in
the country knew their names, some of those
great players are with us today.
Pakistan Squash Federation (PSF) in
collaboration with Pakistan Air Force and
Serena Hotels would be organizing a series
international squash tournaments (Chief of
the Air Staff-Serena Hotels International
Squash Tournament for Men (powered by
J.) with US$ 30,000/- prize money, Serena
Hotel-Condor Pakistan International Squash
Tournament for Women with US$ 10,000/from 01 – 05 Apr, 19 followed by Serena
Hotels-Huawei International for Men) with
US$ 20,000/- prize money here from 06 – 10
April, 2019.
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Besides Pakistan, a large number of international Men & Women squash players from
Egypt, Iran, Hong Kong, Kuwait, Spain, Czech
Republic, Ireland, South Korea, Switzerland,
South Africa, Belgium, Germany, Scotland &
Zimbabwe have confirmed their participation. With the presence of top world ranking

Serena Hotel Islamabad as
part of their Sports Diplomacy
program, has been very
graciously extending their
tremendous sponsorship to
Pakistan Squash Federation
for the conduct of international
Squash events

players from various parts of the world the
squash enthusiasts would get an opportunity
to witness some thrilling squash during their
stay in Islamabad.
Serena Hotel Islamabad as part of their
Sports Diplomacy program, has been very
graciously extending their tremendous sponsorship to Pakistan Squash Federation for the
conduct of international Squash events.
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Rising Hindutva
& Its Impact on The Region
Authored by Sultan M. Hali Renowned Author & Analyst
MELANGE TEAM

W

ith the veneer of Gandhi’s non-violence and Nehru’s
secularism cast aside, the current trajectory of the Indian
leadership will have ominous geopolitical implications,
particularly
for Pakistan.
It is ironic that western powers, who
have promoted the Indian narrative
of an extremist threat to nuclear
weapons in Pakistan, are shying
away from indicating the dangerous
trend of Hindutva in India.
Recently launched book “Rising
Hindutva & its Impact on the
Region” authored by Group Captain
(Retd.) S. M. Hali and provides an
insight into the Hindutva Hindus
as well as non-Hindutva Hindus. It
is a recommended read for policymakers in Pakistan especially given
the current Indian government’s
belief in Hindutva philosophy. It is
extremely clear that the Pulwama
attack was a pre-meditated attack to
draw attention away from the Indian
atrocities happening in Kashmir.
Recently launched book “Rising
Hindutva & its Impact on the
Region” is a very useful historical
and contemporary political record
and analysis of Hindu chauvinism
evolving from the margins of
Indian politics to its mainstream,
from being an Indian aberration
in response to Muslim and colonial
rule, it has now become the Indian
norm and India’s main vehicle for
the realization of its great power
aspirations.
Moreover, the book sheds light
on the beginning naturally enough
from the early 20th century origin
of the concept of Hindutva as part
of the emergence of Indian nationalism, the desire for independence,
and the political belief that only a
Hindu with an extreme sense of his
or her unique identity could be an Indian nationalist and freedom-fighter. The
book also discusses the decade by decade development of Hindutva under
various leaders from a political-cultural ideology to an outright fascist ideology
influenced by European fascism and Nazism.
The book shows in detail how political history or history written with a
political agenda in mind distorts objective history, creates self-satisfying myths,
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and erects enemies and dangers with which to whip up a macho emotional
frenzy against vulnerable targets to avenge centuries of imagined and real
humiliations against outsiders, especially those who have long settled and
become fellow-Indians but who have clung to the faith their ancestors brought
to India, or to which they were later converted.
According to the writer, during writing the book, he made it a point to include
the Indian opinions, to showcase that
there are sane Indian scholars and
critics who recognise the threat emanating from the Hindutva philosophy.
Sideways, during the course of writing, he has tried to disprove many of
the myths regarding Hindutva.
Hali highlights the bitter state
of animosity in bilateral relations
between India and Pakistan from
Kashmir to Mumbai to the accession
of Modi to power. It has resulted in
four wars, both countries becoming
nuclear weapons countries, and how
it might yet trigger an ultimate disaster unless better sense prevails. The
author elaborates aptly that Indian
foreign policy not just towards Pakistan but with its other neighbours is
influenced by Hindutva aspirations
and its belief that India is destined to
regain all the territories it believes it
once ruled which of course includes
the entire South Asian subcontinent
and beyond.
The book also pinpoints some of
the details of brave Indians who
have stood up to the RSS and the
BJP to challenge the authenticity of
Hindutva as opposed to India’s selfimage of being a land in which some
of the world’s deepest philosophies
took shape and where great thinkers
left a moral legacy that the world to
this day acknowledges and appreciates. The author expresses the wish
that a new generation of Indians
takes their inspiration from these
traditions that bind people in mutual
understanding and love rather than
the divisive, violent and repressive
ideologies that polarize and render
the prospect of peace impossible.
The book presents an informed narrative from the Pakistani point of view
regarding specific issues and developments in India-Pakistan relations. It
also recognizes the existence of more realistic and balanced narratives in
both countries which given the challenges facing both countries should
provide a basis for hope in a sustainable working relationship even if core
issues may take longer to resolve to mutual satisfaction.
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