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Time to pursue economic 
Diplomacy to attract FDI
Foreign Direct Investment plays key role in the economic prosperity of 

any country and in today’s world major powers are busy snub each other 
through trade tariffs and restrictions. As per latest foreign direct investment 
trends, the US reclaimed top spot of the countries with highest amount of 
FDI followed by Switzerland, United Kingdom, Hong Kong, Netherlands, 
Singapore, Germany, Sweden, Denmark and Canada.

So far Pakistan is concerned, Pakistan’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
increased by $ 151.3 m in Sep 2018, compared with an increase of $160.1 
m in the previous month. Foreign Direct Investment in Pakistan is expected 
to be $ 3500.00 Million by the end of this quarter. In the long-term, the 
Pakistan Foreign Direct Investment is projected to trend around $ 4100.00 
million in 2020.

To meet the economic challenges, in today’s modern world, the economic 
diplomacy not only promotes the state’s prosperity but also, as occasion 
demands and opportunity permits, manipulates its foreign commercial 
and financial relations in support of foreign policy. Accordingly, economic 
diplomacy is a major theme of the external relations of virtually all countries.

At home, economic ministries, trade and investment promotion bodies, 
chambers of commerce, and of course foreign ministries, are all participants 
in economic work. Current trends include increasing collaboration between 
state and non-official agencies, and increased importance given to issues, 
the negotiation of free trade and preferential trade agreements, and accords 
covering investments, double taxation avoidance, financial services and the 
like.

Abroad, embassies, consulates, and trade offices handle economic diplomacy. 
The main focus is on promotion, to attract foreign business, investments, 
technology and tourists. Economic diplomacy connects closely with political, 
public and other segments of diplomatic work. This online course is practice-
oriented, and aims at capacity development.

Being strategically and geographically located with improved security situa-
tion, Pakistan has immense potential for foreign investment in diverse fields 
and sectors. Keeping this factor in view, more and more international firms 
and companies are showing interests in investing in Pakistan.

In this scenario, Pakistani economic managers are also required to pursue 
the economic diplomacy to attract more and more FDI to bridge the widening 
trade and current account deficit. In this connection, a close collaboration 
among all the concerned Ministries and their departments with the foreign 
missions especially the commercial attaches is very important. Foreign mis-
sions and commercial attaches must be given a targets for attracting FDI 
along with a timeline and their performance must be evaluated; failing people 
must be called back.

Worthy Readers! February edition of Melange, International Magazine is 
in your hands to quench your reading thirst. This edition carries a number 
of articles, special reports, interviews and others which may keep you well 
informed about the world economic politics.

Printed at Roohani Art Press, Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Express Way, Islamabad
Published by Amna Malik, 58,Shahra -e- Suharwardy,  G-6/4, Islamabad
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BIG Story

Often labeled as brotherly 
countries bound by strong 
his tor ica l  t ies ,  Ankara 
and Islamabad stand on 
the same page on many 

critical domestic and international issues. 
Pakistan and Turkey enjoy unparalleled 
historic ties based on a common religious 
and cultural legacy that dates back cen-
turies. The two countries have excellent 
political, economic, defense, cultural and 
people-to-people relations that continue to 
grow from strength to strength with each 
passing year.

Turkey and Pakistan have always had 

strong ties based on their history; Is-
lamabad and Ankara have developed a 
strong tie over the years, for Pakistan, the 
country’s defense ties with Turkey gives 
it major support. Ankara and Islamabad 
have developed strong ties in recent years, 
especially in defense and security; defense 
ties with Turkey are a major source of sup-
port for Pakistan. In July last year, Turkey 
won a multibillion-dollar tender to supply 
four corvette ships to the Pakistani Navy, 
a deal dubbed as Turkey’s biggest single 
military export deal by then-Defense 
Minister Nurettin Canikli. In May 2017, 
Turkish and Pakistani defense companies 
struck another deal for the construction of 
four Turkish Ada class MILGEM (National 
Ship) corvettes.

The procurement of ATAK-129 heli-
copters and defense cooperation will also 
remain on the agenda. However, both the 
countries yet need to sign a dual national-
ity agreement, because at the moment, 

citizens have to relinquish [their citizen-
ship] for another, which has created a 
social void, and it’s time that the talent 
pool of Turkish and Pakistani expatriates 
share both countries as a home away from 
home.

Hence Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit 
proves to be harbinger of change for both 
countries as Relations between Pakistan 
and Turkey are based on a very strong 
history, and it was a good opportunity for 
Imran Khan to further strengthen eco-
nomic and defense ties with Ankara. Visit 
has opened new doors to explore massive 
potential and opportunities for both sides 
therefore Turkey and Pakistan can mutu-
ally benefit from one another to a greater 
extent, particularly when it comes to trade, 
economy, and even commercial relations.

Moreover, President [Recep Tayyip] 
Erdoğan and Khan are both known to be 
rulers of hearts amongst millions of their 
voters and followers as we as Khan has 

A New Era in
Turkish-Pakistan Ties

AMNA MALIK

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Ankara visit proves to a harbinger of change
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previously described Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan as one of his politi-
cal heroes. Khan has repeatedly said that 
President Erdogan along with the Ma-
laysian Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mo-
hamad are his two contemporary political 
heroes. Imran Khan in his admiration for 
the Turkish president said that people took 
to the streets to protect Turkish democracy 
because the government of Erdogan had 
delivered for over a decade.

According to Khan, the Turkish army 
could no longer feature in politics because 
leaders had a strong connection with the 
people. Similarly, Turkish president, after 
a few weeks of Imran taking power and an-
nounced that a ‘new era’ had arrived in the 
two countries ties. Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is the strongman leader 
of a proud nation. Khan visited Turkey on 
the invitation of President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on 3-5 January. He laid a wreath 
at Anitkabir, the mausoleum of the Turk-
ish Republic’s founder, Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk, as part of an official state visit to 
Ankara on January 4.

As Khan left, he signed the guest book, 
writing, ‘it is a matter of great honor for 
me to be present here to pay homage to 
one of the greatest statesmen and vision-
ary leaders of the 20th century – Ghazi 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. Leading the Turk-
ish nation at one of the most challenging 
times, he changed the course of Turkish 
and indeed the world’s history, becoming 
an inspiration for all those resisting the 
tide of colonialism across the world. He 
was an epitome of courage, strength, resil-
ience, forbearance, and wisdom.

He continued: “Quaid-i-Azam Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan, 
described Ataturk as ‘one of the greatest 
men who has ever lived.’ On behalf of 
the Government and people of Pakistan, 
I would like to convey my deepest ad-
miration and respect for Ghazi Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk. His glorious struggle and 

leadership for the independence and unity 
of the Turkish nation will forever remain 
a golden chapter in the annals of history.”

Two strong leaders met to reaffirm the 
century-old friendship between their 
brotherly nations in Ankara on January 
4 and exchanged views on the entire spec-
trum of Turkey – Pakistan bilateral “heart-
to-heart” relationship as well as on issues 
of regional and international importance.

The leaders of the two countries re-
affirmed that the unparalleled fraternal 
relations between the peoples and the gov-
ernments of the two countries date back 
centuries and are embedded in a common 

cultural and religious heritage, as well as 
a shared vision for the future, based on 
complete mutual understanding and trust.

They noted with great satisfaction that 
the relationship between the two brotherly 
countries has over the years transformed 
into a strong strategic partnership in 
all areas of mutual interest, that has 
withstood the tests of time and reiterated 
their determination to continue extending 
strong mutual support to one another on 
all issues of core national interest.

Both the leaders expressed their com-
mitment to further enhance their bilateral 
relations in every field to the benefit of 
their peoples and reiterated the impor-
tance of the Turkey-Pakistan High-Level 
Strategic Cooperation Council mechanism 
that also includes several working groups 
in further strengthening bilateral relations. 
They noted with satisfaction their ever-
expanding defense and defense industry 
cooperation and expressed their resolve to 
further strengthen the existing economic, 
trade and commercial relations between 
the two countries.

Both the strong leaders agreed to initiate 
mechanisms for collaboration in the health 
and agriculture sectors, decided to further 
enhance people-to-people contacts through 
increased exchanges and cooperation in 
education, culture, tourism and youth 
fields as well as underlined their abiding 
commitment to fighting the menace of ter-
rorism in all its forms and manifestations.

Imran and Erodgan reiterated their 

BIG Story
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resolve to fight against the Fethullah 
Gulen Terrorist Organization, expressed 
satisfaction at the ongoing cooperation be-
tween the two countries at the multilateral 
forums, including at the United Nations, 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and  
Economic Cooperation Organization; 
Developing 8 Countries, as well as other 
relevant forums and reaffirmed their 
commitment for achieving and sustaining 
peace, security and stability in their respec-
tive regions as well as internationally.

They underscored the need for resolu-
tion of the issue of Jammu and Kashmir 
through a sustained dialogue process and 
in accordance with the relevant UN Se-
curity Council resolutions, recognized the 
Turkish support for Pakistan’s membership 

in the Nuclear Suppliers’ Group (NSG) 
based on non-discriminatory criteria, 
and reaffirmed that Pakistan’s adherence 
to the NSG Guidelines and participation 
in the NSG would strengthen the global 
non-proliferation objectives as well as 
acknowledged that sustainable peace and 
stability in Afghanistan could be achieved 
through reconciliation of all segments 
of Afghan society with the support of 
regional countries and the international 
community;.

Both the leaders of the Muslim world 
reiterated their full and resolute support 
to the efforts for the comprehensive settle-
ment of the Cyprus issue on the basis of the 
political equality of the two communities 
on the island, with a view to building peace 

and stability in the Eastern Mediterranean 
and emphasized the centrality of the cause 
of Palestine, rejected any attempt to alter 
the legal status and historical character of 
Al Quds; called on the international com-
munity to increase their support to the 
Palestinian people in realizing their quest 
for the establishment of an independent, 
sovereign and contiguous State of Palestine 
on the basis of the borders of 1967 with 
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capital.

They also agreed to increase collaboration 
to uphold the true values of Islam at the 
international forums as well as to work 
closely against any attempts to malign, 
distort or vilify the historical image of 
Islam, its revered personalities, and its 
fundamental beliefs and expressed their 
strong resolve to further increase the fre-
quency of bilateral contacts at the highest 
level.

Then they reiterated their determina-
tion to continue taking steps in all areas 
of mutual interest for mutual peace and 
prosperity, especially by transforming the 
historic Turkey-Pakistan relationship into 
an increasingly stronger trade, investment 
and economic relationship for the benefit 
of the peoples of the two countries; and 
agreed to convene the 6th Session of the 
Turkey-Pakistan High-Level Strategic Co-
operation Council in Pakistan at mutually 
convenient dates for further discussion on 
these areas.

The visit was described as very successful 
and marked the beginning of a new era. 
It is expected that bilateral relations in 
trade and defense will develop rapidly. 
Diplomatic harmony and people-to-people 
contact will improve exponentially. Both 
countries enjoy harmony on regional and 
global issues, especially on Afghanistan, 
Kashmir and the Middle East.

In fact, emerging geopolitical scenarios 
and economic crises have brought the two 
countries even closer to each other. It is 
expected, that close cooperation between 
the two nations will be fruitful and ensure 
peace, stability and development, not only 
for Pakistan and Turkey but also for the 
region and the world. Erdogan will visit 
Pakistan in the very near future. Officials 
are working on finalizing the dates and 
other formalities.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to 
Turkey and Islamabad’s decision to hand 
over schools affiliated with the Gülenist 
Terror Group (FETÖ) prior to his arrival 
further boosted the already strong relations 
between the two countries. Turkey’s Maarif 
Foundation took over the management of 
FETÖ-linked schools in Pakistan, follow-
ing a decision by its Supreme Court late 
December to designate FETÖ as a terrorist 
organization.

President Erdoğan hailed Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court for recognizing FETÖ as 
a terrorist organization, during a joint 

BIG Story

President Erdogan to bring investors in 
Pakistan: FM Qureshi

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi has said that Turkish President Reccep 
Tayyip Erdogan will bring many investors from his country during his Pakistan visit on an 
invitation, which he accepted during Prime Minister Imran Khan’s recent visit to Ankara. 
Addressing a news conference in Islamabad, Qureshi said the two-day official visit to 
Turkey remained very successful, during which PM Imran had one-to-one and delegation 
level discussions with the Turkish leadership. Foreign Minister Qureshi accompanied the 
premier in the Ankara visit.

He said President Erdogan had accepted PM Imran’s invitation to visit Pakistan and 
vowed to bring many potential investors from his country along with him. Qureshi said 
the one-to-one meeting between the two leaders, which was initially scheduled to last 30 
minutes, lasted for two and a half hours. The minister said that the Turkish president 
also expressed his pleasure over the Supreme Court of Pakistan’s decision of declaring 
Pak-Turk Education Foundation – a group backed by Fethullah Gulen – a banned outfit. 
The apex court had ordered to hand over custody of all 28 Pak-Turk schools in Pakistan 
to the Turkiye Maarif Foundation (TMF) last month.

President Erdogan also said that transfer of Pak-Turk schools to the TMF is a great 
example of strong relationships between the two countries, said Qureshi, adding that the 
Turkish leader also thanked the people and government of Pakistan for that gesture. The 
foreign minister said a high level cooperative council will also be established between the 
two countries. Foreign ministers of the two countries will meet in the midst of this year to 
work out the modalities of the council, he added. Qureshi said a trilateral summit will also 
be held in Istanbul between Pakistan, Turkey and Afghanistan. Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani has also responded positively to attend the summit, he added.
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press conference with Khan in Ankara. 
Turkey will continue to be in solidarity 
with Pakistan, President Erdoğan said. 
Prime Minister Khan, on the other hand, 
said that from now on Pakistan and Turkey 
will be much closer and the country wants 
to take relations with Turkey to a much 
higher level.

The high court ordered the transfer of all 
of FETÖ’s movable and immovable assets, 
including schools, colleges, education cent-
ers and other similar entities, to the Maarif 
Foundation. After the ruling, Pakistani 
Interior Ministry declared the Pak-Türk 
Ça Education Foundation a terrorist 
organization and banned its activities in 
the country.

Earlier in September 2018, Turkey as-
sured Pakistan of complete support in its 
quest for a peaceful solution to the long-
standing issue of Jammu and Kashmir. 
In the group, which has been formed over 
Kashmir in the UN, we will stand with 
Pakistan and try to make [its efforts] 
successful, the visiting Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told a press 
conference he jointly add ress ed with his 
Pakistani counterpart Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi after a formal round of talks 
between the two sides in Islamabad. He 
said it was Turkey’s desire that the Kashmir 
dispute involving India and Pakistan was 
resolved in a peaceful manner. Cavusoglu 
and Qureshi say both countries will col-
lectively confront Islamophobia.

Mr Qureshi welcomed Turkey’s decision 
to support Pakistan’s bid for a peaceful 
resolution of the Kashmir issue at the UN. 
He said, at the United Nations, there will 
be a separate conference on Kashmir on 
the sidelines. It happens every year, but 
it is different this time because a new UN 
report has come out which sheds light 
on India-occupied Kashmir. There had 
certainly been a surge in people’s interest 
in human rights abuses which were taking 
place in Kashmir.

The Turkish foreign minister said, in 
meeting, I discussed a lot of issues with 
FM Qureshi. The most important aspect 
of our discussion was on the [High-Level] 

Strategic [Cooperation] Council, the sixth 
conference of which, God willing, will take 
place in Pakistan, and we will do all we can 
to make it happen. We have strengthened 
our commercial ties, and [decided to facili-
tate] our companies that want to work in 
Pakistan. We have a unique relation, there-
fore, we should work together to further 
enhance our relations. The security issue 
for both the countries is important and so 
is the economic and military cooperation.

FM Cavusoglu said, there is propaganda 
against Islam in Europe. We ran a cam-
paign against the Netherlands caricatures, 
and thank God they shut it down. He said 
Pakistan and Turkey had suffered the most 
hardships in the war against terrorism. He 
said Turkey would never forget Pakistan 
and its people’s help in the failed 2016 
coup attempt. The Gulen movement not 
only damaged Turkey but it also caused 
destruction wherever it went,” he said, 
adding that Pakistan helped Turkey on 
that front too.

The Turkish foreign minister congratu-
lated FM Qureshi and Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on forming the new govern-
ment in Pakistan. The governments and 
people come and go, but real friendships 
cannot end Cavusoglu remarked, this 
friendship should remain forever. Qureshi 
said, in our meeting today we focused on 
enhancing our economic relations. [We 
discussed] ways to facilitate each other. 
Our relationship has been very strong. 
There is a mutual interest. We understand 
each other’s sensitivities. Turkey has played 
a role in improving regional consensus and 
stability.

He said they also had a trilateral ar-
rangement, which could be used to further 
improve regional stability and connectivity. 
I got the chance today to thank the Turkish 
FM for supporting Pakistan’s membership 
in Nuclear Suppliers Group. On the Neth-
erlands caricature issue as well, Turkey 
supported us.

FM Qureshi said the situation in Af-
ghanistan, Iran and Kashmir were also 
discussed at the meeting.

Earlier while welcoming Cavusoglu at 

Foreign Office, FM Qureshi said Pakistan 
and Turkey were brothers, friends and 
partners. The inseparable bond of common 
faith, history and culture had been rein-
forced by mutual trust and a sense of 
inter-dependence on critical issues, he said. 
The strength of Pakistan-Turkey relation-
ship was not relative to time, situations or 
individual choices, as it was a relationship 
anchored in affection and solidarity among 
the people of the two nations.

Both foreign ministers held a one-on-one 
meeting followed by talks between senior 
officials from both sides. Mr Qureshi noted 
that regular exchange of delegations and 
the presence of a number of institutional 
frameworks under the High-Level Strate-
gic Cooperation Council were indicative of 
the close bilateral ties maintained at vari-
ous levels. Pakistan and Turkey supported 
each other on all issues of core concern to 
both sides.

While referring to the heart-to-heart 
and Two Countries-One Nation relation-
ship, Cavusoglu underlined Pakistan 
would always have a special significance 
in Turkish foreign policy. He appreciated 
Pakistan’s successful and strong action to 
subdue and defeat the menace of extrem-
ism and terrorism.

Both sides reiterated that Pakistan and 
Turkey were important members of the 
Muslim world. Our people take pride in 
their faith and are determined to make col-
lective efforts in confronting Islamophobia 
and other attempts to malign or distort 
the great message of peace and respect for 
humanity imbibed in the Holy Quran and 
repeatedly demonstrated in the life of our 
Holy Prophet (PBUH), the two leaders 
said.

The Turkish foreign minister during 
his fifth visit to Islamabad also called on 
Prime Minister Imran Khan and Chief of 
the Army Staff Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa.

=============================
Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 

and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 

and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

BIG Story
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 Task force to boost Pak-UAE trade

The relations between the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Pakistan are based on mutual 
love and respect and they have 
blossomed into a variety of 

fruitful partnerships and friendship and 
close ties between the two countries as the 
main element of the growing partnership 
between the countries. The second major 
pillar of the distinctive bilateral relations 
between the two countries is the harmony 
in views on issues of regional and global 
importance.

Pakistan and the UAE share the same 
principles of tolerance and inclusiveness as 
being the main guarantees for peace and sta-
bility in the region. The third pillar of these 
bilateral relations is the human factor is the 
main element in the UAE’s humanitarian 
policy. The relentless humanitarian and 
developmental efforts made by the UAE’s 
wise leadership are the basic pillars of the 
country’s foreign policy established by the 
founding father Shaikh Zayed and have been 
maintained by Shaikh Khalifa.

In recent years, the bilateral relations 
between the United Arab Emirates and 
Pakistan have acquired new dimensions 
at all political, economic and social levels 

emerging into trust-worthy strategic 
partnership and are still continuing. UAE 
has become hub of investments, exports, 
technologies, tourism and renewable 
energies and large number of Pakistanis is 
contributing in the UAE’s economic boom. 
In Pakistan, UAE surely has encouraged 
investment and helps in greater trade and 
commerce activities. UAE is one of largest 
investors in Pakistan but bilateral trade 
has been steadily growing over years and 
people-to-people contacts are constantly on 
increase.

Apart from trade and economic relations, 
Pakistan UAE military ties are time tested. 
The Pakistani military has a historic role in 

Erum Akbar

Spotlight

Irreplaceable & strategic’ 

Pak-UAE relations
UAE Crown Prince seals $3 billion financial assistance for Pakistan
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helping to train and equip the UAE military, 
such as training fighter pilots of the UAE air 
force and other defence related equipment 
and technology acquisitions. Apart from 
exchange of delegates at official and unof-
ficial level, military conducts joint exercises 
to strengthen their capabilities.

A strong and strategic alliance exists be-
tween the two countries, with the Pakistani 
community in UAE, estimated at 1.6 million 
people, considered the biggest expatriate 
Pakistani community in the world, officials 
said. Their remittances from working in the 
UAE amount to $433.42 million (Dh1.59 
billion) annually. In addition, many in Paki-
stan’s private sector have invested in Dubai’s 
real estate sector. On the other hand, it is 
estimated that UAE investments in Pakistan 
stand at $3 billion (Dh11 billion). Pakistan 
exports $869 million worth of goods to the 
UAE, and imports goods worth $7.5 billion 
in return. While Pakistan’s exports to UAE 
include mainly rice, textiles and leather, Pa-
kistani analysts believe this does not signify 
the “true potential” of opportunities between 
the two countries.

In May last year, UAE and Pakistan signed 
a $200 million (Dh734 million) cooperation 
agreement to execute Phase III of the UAE 
Pakistan Assistance Programme (UAE PAP). 
The UAE PAP has been launched with the 
objective of providing help and humanitar-
ian assistance to the people of Pakistan and 
support their development initiatives for a 
better future. Its mission is to execute devel-
opment aid projects that offer sustainability 
and continuous benefits to beneficiaries over 
the long run. The launch of the third phase 
of the UAE’s development and humanitarian 
projects in Pakistan underscored the com-
mitment of the UAE to stand constantly by 
the people of Pakistan, affirming that the 

PAP is a pioneering model and a tangible 
guide to success of the humanitarian devel-
opment effort of the UAE leadership.

In November last, Pakistan and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) resolved to 
strengthen bilateral trade and economic ties, 
besides fostering cooperation to deal with 
transnational organised crime, including 
money laundering, drug and human traf-
ficking. Bilateral ties were discussed in the 
meetings between the Emirati leadership 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan who paid a 
day-long visit to the Emirates, at the invita-
tion of UAE Armed Forces Deputy Supreme 
Commander and Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 

Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan. 
In the delegation-level talks with Crown 
Prince Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayed, the 
two sides focused on all areas of bilateral, 
regional, and global interest.

Expressing satisfaction at the positive tra-
jectory of relations, the two leaders agreed to 
take immediate measures to further elevate 
their historic partnership. They resolved 
to strengthen trade and economic ties and 
eliminate all impediments to a seamless 
flow of trade and investment between the 
two countries. They expressed satisfaction 
over the fruitful outcome of the visit of the 
high-level UAE economic delegation to Pa-
kistan recently and reiterated their resolve to 
transform the existing special relations into 
a Strategic Long-Term Economic Partner-
ship by adopting a direct, transparent and 
time bound approach.

The two sides agreed to chalk out a com-
prehensive roadmap to accelerate coopera-
tion and partnership in areas encompassing 
trade, investment, economic development, 
energy, infrastructure and agriculture, 
with a view to accrue early dividends from 
the economic partnership. PM Khan and 
the crown prince decided to hold the next 
Pakistan-UAE Joint Ministerial Commis-
sion, to be co-chaired by the respective 
foreign ministers, in Abu Dhabi in February 
2019. They further reaffirmed their commit-
ment to hold the Senior Officials’ Bilateral 
Political Consultations between the foreign 
ministries and fast track finalisation of 
pending agreements at the earliest.

But the current visit of visit by Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces to Is-
lamabad has infused a new spirit in already 



Mélange Feberuary 201912

Spotlight

wonderful cordial relations between both the 
countries. Because the strategic, all-round 
ties between Pakistan and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) have entered a new phase 
when the two countries decided to constitute 
a task force for taking all necessary measures 
to enhance bilateral trade.

The development came during a meeting 
between Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mo-
hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the Prime 
Minister’s Office (PMO) here. Sheikh Mo-
hamed visited Pakistan after 12 years during 
which he was expected to announce invest-
ment packages for Pakistan. Both sides also 
discussed various regional and global issues 

and expressed complete unanimity of views 
in this regard.

According to the finance ministry, the 
two countries have finalised a $6.2 billion 
bailout package. It comprises $3.2 billion 
worth of oil supplies on deferred payment, 
on top of the $3 billion BoP support already 
announced late last year when Imran Khan 
visited the UAE .

Sheikh Mohamed affirmed his keenness 
to develop cooperation with Pakistan to 
serve the two countries’ common interests. 
In December, the UAE deposited $3 billion 
(equivalent to Dh11 billion) in the State 
Bank of Pakistan to support the bank’s 
liquidity and foreign currency reserves.

In December, the UAE deposited US$3 
billion (equivalent to AED11 billion) in the 
State Bank of Pakistan to support the bank’s 
liquidity and foreign currency reserves. The 
move is an affirmation of the UAE’s com-
mitment - since the time of the Founding 
Father, late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan- to stand by the Pakistani nation. 
The UAE, he noted, focuses on supporting 
efforts to achieve development, security and 
peace at regional and international levels 
through its constructive initiatives. These 
initiatives are aimed at achieving stability 
and prosperity for all peoples. It also con-
tinues to promote the values of tolerance, 
dialogue, coexistence and cooperation in the 
face of various regional and international 
challenges.

Prime Minister Imran Khan thanked the 
UAE for the generous $3 billion balance of 
payment support and said the assistance tes-
tified to the UAE’s continued commitment 
to and friendship with Pakistan. He wel-
comed the UAE’s interest in investing in oil, 
gas, logistics, ports and construction sectors. 
The two sides expressed satisfaction over the 
ongoing defence and security cooperation 
and vowed to further boost collaboration in 
areas of training, joint exercises and defence 
production. They strongly condemned ter-
rorism in all its forms and manifestations 
and expressed their resolve to work closely 
to root out this scourge.

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
recognised the efforts and unparalleled 
sacrifices made by Pakistan to eliminate 
terrorism and extremism. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan briefed him on the situation 

Stock market jubilant over UAE royal’s visit

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi has said that Turkish President Reccep 
Tayyip Erdogan will bring many investors from his country during his Pakistan visit on an 
invitation, which he accepted during Prime Minister Imran Khan’s recent visit to Ankara. 
Addressing a news conference in Islamabad, Qureshi said the two-day official visit to 
Turkey remained very successful, during which PM Imran had one-to-one and delegation 
level discussions with the Turkish leadership. Foreign Minister Qureshi accompanied the 
premier in the Ankara visit.

He said President Erdogan had accepted PM Imran’s invitation to visit Pakistan and 
vowed to bring many potential investors from his country along with him. Qureshi said 
the one-to-one meeting between the two leaders, which was initially scheduled to last 30 
minutes, lasted for two and a half hours. The minister said that the Turkish president 
also expressed his pleasure over the Supreme Court of Pakistan’s decision of declaring 
Pak-Turk Education Foundation – a group backed by Fethullah Gulen – a banned outfit. 
The apex court had ordered to hand over custody of all 28 Pak-Turk schools in Pakistan 
to the Turkiye Maarif Foundation (TMF) last month.

President Erdogan also said that transfer of Pak-Turk schools to the TMF is a great 
example of strong relationships between the two countries, said Qureshi, adding that the 
Turkish leader also thanked the people and government of Pakistan for that gesture. The 
foreign minister said a high level cooperative council will also be established between the 
two countries. Foreign ministers of the two countries will meet in the midst of this year to 
work out the modalities of the council, he added. Qureshi said a trilateral summit will also 
be held in Istanbul between Pakistan, Turkey and Afghanistan. Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani has also responded positively to attend the summit, he added.

UAE-Pak talks on oil 
refinery at end stage

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani minister says 
his government’s talks with the United 
Arab Emirates on setting up an oil refin-
ery in Pakistan reached their final stage 
during the visit of the crown prince of 
Abu Dhabi. Information Minister Fawad 
Chaudhry also says Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al-Nahyan’s visit on Sunday 
will further strengthen ties between the 
two countries. The prince and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan held a one-on-one 
meeting, followed by delegation-level 
talks.

The prince arrived in Islamabad to 
a red-carpet welcome. Prime Minister 
Imran Khan received him and personally 
drove him to his residency for a welcome 
ceremony. The crown prince had been 
expected to announce a financial assis-
tance package but left Islamabad in the 
afternoon without any announcements.
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in the Indian Held Kashmir and the plight 
of Kashmiris. He also briefed him on the 
PTI government’s people-centric reform 
agenda and the steps taken to promote 
transparency and accountability at all 
levels of government. He also briefed the 
distinguished guest on Pakistan’s continued 
support and facilitation to the Afghan-
owned and Afghan-led reconciliation 
process. He also appreciated the UAE’s role 
in hosting the Afghan reconciliation talks 
in Abu Dhabi. The two leaders agreed to 
work closely for lasting peace and stability 
in the war-plagued Afghanistan. The crown 
prince thanked the premier for the warm 
welcome and hospitality extended to him 
and his delegation. Imran Khan personally 
drove the crown prince of Abu Dhabi to the 
Prime Minister’s House (PM) as a gesture 
of exclusive affection for the visiting leader 
where meetings and talks were held.

At the delegation level talks between 
Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates 
discussed bilateral relations and matters of 
mutual, regional and international inter-
est. During his one-on-one meeting with 
Imran Khan, bilateral relations and regional 
situation among other matters of mutual 
interest were discussed. The sides also held 
delegation level talks. Pakistani and the UAE 
leaders have met thrice in three months. The 
prime minister visited the UAE twice after 
assuming office in August to seek economic 
assistance.

The UAE announced that it will provide 
Pakistan with an aid package which will in-
clude $9billion in oil payments and a $3bil-
lion deposit in the State Bank of Pakistan. 
The Middle Eastern country will also report-
edly announce investment in various fields 
in Pakistan. The UAE is Pakistan’s largest 
trading partner in the Middle East and a 
major source of investments. More than 
1.6 million expatriate Pakistani currently 
reside in the UAE who contribute around 
$4.5 billion annually to the GDP. Pakistan 
and Abu Dhabi are also likely to sign a deal 
for investment of $1 billion by the emirate 
in setting up oil storages at Gwadar Port and 
laying a white oil pipeline during the crown 
prince’s visit. Meanwhile the UAE agreed 
to invest $1 billion through Mubadala, a 
global investment company. With this capi-
tal injection, the total UAE assistance and 
investment package for Pakistan will rise to 
$7.2 billion. It also includes a $3.2-billion 
oil credit facility and $3 billion in cash sup-
port for balance of payment.

As joint statement issued after the UAE 
royal’s visit said Prime Minister Khan 
thanked the crown prince for the generous 
balance-of-payments support of $3 billion, 
which appears to have materialised first out 
of the total financial package. The two lead-
ers held wide-ranging talks that focused on 
all areas of bilateral relations. Taking note of 
the positive trajectory of relations, the two 
leaders expressed their determination to 
further strengthen this historic and mutually 
beneficial relationship.

The two sides also discussed issues of 
regional and global importance, with Khan 

briefing the crown prince on the situation in 
Indian occupied Kashmir and the plight of 
the Kashmiri people.

During the meeting, Prime Minister Khan 
and Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed noted 
that the Pakistan-UAE Joint Ministerial 
Commission, to be co-chaired by the two 
countries’ foreign ministers in Abu Dhabi 
next month, could play a pivotal role in 
chalking out a comprehensive roadmap 
and in fast-tracking the approval of pending 
agreements and memorandum of under-
standings (MoUs).

The two leaders expressed their satisfac-
tion over the ongoing defence and security 
cooperation between the two countries and 
resolved to explore further collaboration 
in the areas of training, joint exercises 
and defence production. The new support 
package from the UAE is the same size and 
has the same terms and conditions as those 
given by Saudi Arabia. The total financing 
support from the UAE and Saudi Arabia, 
including the ITFC’s trade finance, is to be 
around $13.9-14 billion when cash deposits 
of $3bn each from the two countries are also 
included, according to a cabinet member. 
Additionally, a $5-6 billion worth of deep-
conversion oil refinery is to be set up by 
Parco at Khalifa Point and an expected 
petro-chemical complex by Saudi Arabia at 
the Gwadar Oil City.

==============================
Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange 

int’l Magazine and Secretary Information 
Center of Pakistan and International 
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UAE Crown Prince 
remarks make 
Pakistanis proud

Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan remarks and comments about 
Pakistan after visiting Islamabad is win-
ning hearts of Pakistanis. He posted an 
Instagram video of highlights from his 
Pakistan visit. He was given a red carpet 
welcome on his first visit to Islamabad 
since 2007 before being welcomed with a 
21-gun salute and a guard of honour

“My close relationship with Pakistan 
started at a very young age, during my 
childhood. And I’m lucky today to be in 
Pakistan in my first official foreign visit 
during 2019. My sincere wishes for suc-
cess and prosperity to the government and 
people of Pakistan, Sheikh Mohamed said.

The leaders held talks focusing on 
strengthening the relations between 
the UAE and Pakistan, in addition to 
the current regional and international 
developments.
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W hile leaving White 
House for a trip to US 
visit the US border 
with Mexico on the 
20th consecutive day 

of a partial shutdown of the US govern-
ment, just a day after US and Chinese 
officials concluded three days of talks in 
Beijing.President Donald Trump made 
a high claim that the United States had 

achieved tremendous success in  trade 
negotiations.

Trade tensions between the world’s two 
largest economies escalated last year, 
putting global markets on edge. In early 
July 2018, US President Donald Trump 
followed through on months of threats to 
impose sweeping tariffs on China for its 
alleged unfair trade practices. So far, the 
US has already slapped tariffs on $250 
billion worth of Chinese products, and 
has threatened tariffs on $267 billion 
more. China, for its part, has set tariffs 
on $110 billion worth of US goods, and 
is threatening qualitative measures that 
would affect US businesses operating in 
China.  With neither Trump nor Chinese 
President Xi Jinping willing to back down, 

US-China trade tensions could erupt into a 
full-blown trade war. China’s own Ministry 
of Commerce warned that the dispute 
may even lead to the largest trade war in 
economic history to date.

The meetings in China were the first 
face-to-face talks since Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping met in Buenos Aires 
in December and agreed a 90-day truce 
in a trade war that disrupted the flow of 
hundreds of billions of dollars of goods.  
Trump had accused China of cheating the 
United States on trade and stealing US 
intellectual property, though he often said 
he had a good personal rapport with Xi. 
We’re negotiating and having tremendous 
success with China,

He added that he found China to be 
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in many ways far more honorable than 
congressional Democratic leaders Sena-
tor Chuck Schumer and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi with whom he is locked in a 
stalemate in Congress over his demand for 
$5.7 billion in partial funding to build a 
wall on the US-Mexico border. The dispute 
triggered a shutdown of about one-quarter 
of the federal government, and Trump 
said he will not sign any bill to reopen the 
government that does not include funding 
for the wall.

I think that China is actually much easier 
to deal with than the opposition party, he 
said.

Washington presented Beijing with a 
long list of demands that would rewrite 
the terms of trade between the world’s two 
largest economies. They include changes 
to China’s policies on intellectual property 
protection, technology transfers, industrial 
subsidies and other non-tariff barriers to 
trade. Some 40 days into the 90-day truce, 
there were few concrete details on progress 
made so far.

In the meantime, Chinese Ministry of 
Commrce said that in the latest round of 
vice-ministerial level trade talks between 
China and the United States had extensive, 
in-depth and detailed communication on 
trade and structural issues, adding that 
they agreed to maintain close contact 
after this meeting. The talk has enhanced 
mutual understanding and laid a founda-
tion for addressing each other’s concerns, 
said the ministry. The US delegation was 
led by US Deputy Trade Representative 
Jeffrey Gerrish.

On December 1, the top leaders of China 
and the US met on the sidelines of the G20 
summit in Buenos Aires. They agreed to 
continue negotiations, stop imposing new 
tariffs and exchange visits at an appropri-
ate time. China has already shown its firm 

determination for success and increased 
efforts to accelerate its pace of reform and 
opening-up, especially to further safeguard 
intellectual property rights, expand market 
access and increase imports from the US, 
and make the business environment even 
more transparent and fair, said Wei Jian-
guo, vice-president of the China Center for 
International Economic Exchanges.

These moves are not only to respond to 
concerns from the US but also to realize 
the potential of high-level opening-up to 
the rest of the world, he said. China has 
always been adopting an open stance 
toward solving trade disputes with the US. 
It showed its sincerity through concrete 
measures. Trade volume between China 
and the US amounted to $582.82 billion 
between January and November last year, 
up 10.9 percent year-on-year, the latest 
data from the General Administration of 
Customs showed.

Despite claims of higher gains in the 
talks, according to some analysts uncer-
tainty over the outcome of China-US trade 
talks cast a pall over Asian markets as both 
sides kept mum about what lies ahead. 
Most Asian markets opened lower after the 
talks wrapped up the day before without 
clear indications of whether progress was 
made on resolving a dispute over Chinese 
technology policies that has the world’s two 
biggest economies embroiled in a bruising 
trade war.

The Chinese Ministry of Commerce 
statedsaying the two sides had detailed 
exchanges and would maintain close con-
tact but gave no details. A statement from 
the Office of the US Trade Representative 
didn’t characterize the tone of the talks or 
say what would happen next. It said US ne-
gotiators would await guidance on the next 
steps after reporting back to Washington.

So far, the US side has described the 
exchanges in a positive light.

Earlier Trump said on Twitter that the 
talks were going very well! and White 
House press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders told the an American news 
channel, we’re optimistic. She added, “we 
expect that something will come of this. I 
don’t know the timing and exactly what 
that will look like, but what I can be sure 
of is that we are moving towards a more 
balanced and reciprocal trade agreement 
with China. Still, the US statement said 
the negotiations dealt with the need for any 
deal with China to be subject to ongoing 
verification and effective enforcement a 
comment that reflects US frustration that 
the Chinese have failed to live up to past 
commitments.

The USTR also said the negotiations 
focused on China’s pledge to purchase a 
substantial amount of agricultural, energy, 
manufactured goods and other products 
and services from the United States. 
Trump has complained repeatedly about 
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the US trade deficit with China, which 
last year likely exceeded the 2017 gap of 
$336 billion.  The US stocks surged on 
optimism that the midlevel talks in Bei-
jing will be followed up with discussions 
between higher-ranking US and Chinese 
officials. Investors were encouraged that 
talks planned for two days were extended 
to three.  But the enthusiasm was wearing 
thin, when Hong Kong’s Hang Seng index 
fell 0.5 percent in early trading while the 
Nikkei 225 in Tokyo dropped 1.4 percent.

Washington wants Beijing to change 
its plans to use government support to 
make Chinese companies world leaders 
in robotics and advanced technologies. 
Chinese officials have suggested Beijing 
might alter its industrial plans but reject 
pressure to abandon what they consider 
a path to prosperity and global influence.
Neither side has given any indication its 
basic position has changed. Economists say 
the 90-day window is too short to resolve 
all the conflicts between the biggest and 
second-biggest global economies. We can 
confidently say that enough progress was 
made that the discussions will continue at 
a higher level, said Craig Allen, president 
of the US-China Business Council. That 
is very positive. The council and other US 
business groups have pressed for a resolu-
tion to the trade hostilities between the 
world’s two biggest economies.

Chinese exports to the US have held up 
despite tariff increases of up to 25 percent 
on $250 billion of Chinese imports, partly 
due to exporters rushing to fill orders 
before more increases hit. Forecasters 
expect American orders to slump this year. 
China has imposed penalties on $110 bil-
lion of American goods, slowing customs 
clearance for US companies and suspend-
ing issuing licenses in finance and other 

businesses. As the trade talks wound down, 
China’s top economic official, Premier Li 
Keqiang, met with CEO Elon Musk of elec-
tric car brand Tesla Inc. We hope you can 
get a firm foothold and expand the market, 
Li told Musk during the meeting at the 
Great Hall of the People, the seat of China’s 
legislature.  We hope your company can 
become an in-depth participant in China’s 
opening and a promoter of the stability of 
Chinese-US relations. Tesla broke ground 
this week in Shanghai on its first factory 
outside the US Musk said production of its 
Model 3 would start late this year.

China is the largest electric vehicle 
market and is strongly encouraging its de-
velopment. Last year it ended restrictions 
on foreign ownership of EV producers to 
help spur the industry’s growth, and in 
July, Tesla announced plans to build the 
Gigafactory 3 facility in Shanghai.

Beijing has offered concessions on 
investment regulations and stepping up 
purchases of American soybeans, natural 
gas and other exports, seeking to defuse 
complaints from the U.S. and other trad-
ing partners. However, the US side is 
pressing Beijing to scrap or change rules 
Washington says block market access or 
improperly help Chinese companies. The 
US companies also want action on Chinese 
policies they complain improperly favor 
local companies. Those include subsidies 
and other favors for high-tech and state-
owned industry, rules on technology licens-
ing and preferential treatment of domestic 
suppliers in government procurement.

For its part, Beijing is unhappy with 
US export and investment curbs, such 
as controls on dual use technology with 
possible military applications. They say 
China’s companies are treated unfairly 
in national security reviews of proposed 

corporate acquisitions, though almost all 
deals are approved unchanged. With cool-
ing economic growth raising the urgency 
for a settlement, this week’s talks went 
ahead despite tension over the arrest of a 
Chinese tech executive in Canada on US 
charges related to possible violations of 
trade sanctions against Iran.

At the same time some analyst find 
numerous reasons and signs of modest 
progress’ in  US-China trade talks because 
talks yielded some small signs of progress 
toward resolving the ongoing trade war 
between the world’s two largest economies 
but there’s still a long way to go before a 
meaningful deal. The official statement 
releaased by US trade delegation noted 
a long list of ouststanding issues in the 
relationship between the world’s two larg-
est economies including forced technology 
transfer, intellectual property protection, 
non-tariff barriers, cyber intrusions and 
cyber theft of trade secrets for commercial 
purposes, services, and agriculture. The 
statement also recognized that China had 
pledged to buy a substantial amount of 
agricultural, energy, manufactured goods, 
and other products and services from the 
US Some analysts said that language, in 
addition to the meeting extending to a pre-
viously unannounced third day, indicated 
some potential thawing in the dispute.

There are several other signs of modest 
progress from these mid-level talks. First, 
negotiations went a day over the original 
schedule, indicating enough substantive 
discussion to at least keep officials at the 
table. Day three reportedly focused on the 
more knotty structural issues raised by the 
US side in detailed demands presented to 
Beijing in May 2018, a group of experts 
from political risk consultancy Eurasia 
Group wrote in a Wednesday note. China, 
for its part, said in a statement issued 
by Commerce Ministry that the just-
concluded round of trade talks with the US 
were extensive and established a platform 
for future discussions. Both sides held 
broad, deep and meticulous discussions 
on shared observations on trade issues and 
structural problems, laying the foundation 
for addressing areas of common concern, 
the statement said. The talks were also 
interpreted as a strong signal that Beijing 
was taking negotiations seriously.

Both parties, the Beijing ministry said, 
agreed to maintain close contact. In re-
sponse to the US statement on the talks, 
US-China Business Council President 
Craig Allen said in a release that his group 
was pleased that the two governments had 
substantive discussions over the past three 
days. Still, he noted that the business com-
munity is concerned about more than just 
the overall balance of trade between the 
two economic superpowers a problem that 
is at least partially addressed by Beijing’s 
pledge to purchase more US goods and 
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services. We urge both governments to use 
the time remaining in the 90-day nego-
tiating period to make tangible progress 
on the important issues at the core of the 
current dispute: equal treatment of foreign 
companies in China, as well as China’s in-
tellectual property and technology transfer 
policies.

Beijing has denied that it forces foreign 
companies to transfer technology to Chi-
nese parties in exchange for market access, 
but it has in various ways acknowledged 
that it could do more to allow overseas 
players an equal footing within its borders. 
To what extent such reforms are truly on 
the Communist Party’s agenda remains 
a matter of debate. Now, trade is only 
one part of this, the bigger picture issues 
around intellectual property, forced shar-
ing of technology et cetera I don’t think 
those get addressed in the short term. 
Remember, the thing that we have to solve 
for is getting to the end of the negotiat-
ing period and making sure that enough 
progress has been made so that tariffs not 
lifted, we still have that elephant in the 
room of tariffs.

Asian markets were mostly lower  after 
the end of the latest US-China trade talk. 
Stock markets globally rallied earlier in 
the week on optimism that both countries 
were making progress on trade.  Markets 
have been quite optimistic about this trade 
talk, so that’s why we’re seeing some profit-
taking after the rally. I think the result was 
pretty much as expected so people are not 
too excited and they probably will look 
forward to another meeting.

Moreover, according to some analysts, 
China-US trade talks have laid a founda-
tion for both sides to reach a future deal 
despite thorny differences remain, experts 
are optimistic that both sides will be able to 
reach an agreement over trade. The three-
day closed-door talks enhanced mutual un-
derstanding, and established a foundation 
for solving each other’s concerns. Beijing 
stressed that both sides agreed to maintain 
close communication, but  provided few 
other details. The negotiations now pave 
the way for discussions between both 
countries.  The wide-ranging discussions 
in Beijing covered structural issues that the 
Americans have long complained about.

The talks were held with a view to achiev-
ing needed structural changes in China 
with respect to forced technology transfer, 
intellectual property protection, non-tariff 
barriers, cyber intrusions and cyber theft 
of trade secrets for commercial purposes, 
services, and agriculture.

In addition to the large trade deficit, 
the talks also focused on China’s pledge 
to purchase a substantial amount of ag-
ricultural, energy, manufactured goods, 
and other products and services from the 
US. The officials also discussed the need 
for any agreement to provide for complete 

implementation subject to ongoing veri-
fication and effective enforcement. The 
issues raised, the trade imbalance prob-
lem was solved most smoothly. In other 
respects, China accepted parts that are in 
line with its reform, but rejected requests 
that harm its national security.

The talks were initially scheduled to 
end on January 8 but were both the sides 
extended past their deadline, which signi-
fied that both sides were very serious about 
these negotiations. The trade war has seen 
both sides impose tariffs on hundreds of 
billions of dollars worth of goods from each 
other. Experts say these results from the 
negotiations are within expectations and 
recent remarks from senior leaders on both 
sides indicate there is political will for both 
sides to reach a deal. Both sides would not 
be able to change their bottomlines after 
just one round of talks. There are a lot of 
different opinions and disputes, but both 
sides need precisely this kind of collisions 

at this time, to make their demands, posi-
tions and views known to the other party 
and the next round of talks would be about 
bridging these differences.

Both sides have likely made progress 
over addressing the trade imbalance, 
non-tari ff  barriers  and intel lectual 
property rights. But making progress on 
issues concerning what the US views as 
structural problems, particularly how 
China gives its state-owned enterprises 
unfair advantages in the marketplace, 
would be more difficult. For both sides to 
reach a deal, Washington would have to 
make some concessions and might have 
to drop some requirements on structural 
reforms.

=============================
Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Maga-

zine’, and Daily The Asian Telegraph
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Global stocks rally on Sino-US trade talks

Equities rallied on optimism that the US-China trade dispute might be resolved. 
A scheduled two days of negotiation was extended by a third day, suggesting things 
are going well. The arrival of US officials from energy, agriculture and treasury 
departments is a good sign that discussions are becoming more explicit on topics 
such as intellectual property and trade deficit.

Optimism about a deal on trade has helped extend the stock market’s rally, with 
major share indexes in both Europe and Asia climbing, and futures pointing to 
another positive day in the US, following on from 1% gains for all three major indexes. 
Though not quite as giddy not yet, at least - building optimism for a trade deal 
between the US and China ensured another positive start on Wednesday morning,

In the first hour of trading in Europe, all major stock indexes were higher, with 
gains of as much as 1.1% for Germany’s benchmark DAX Index.  Elsewhere on the 
continent, stocks rose between 0.7% and 0.9%, with the Euro Stoxx 50 higher by 
0.9%. European gains followed similar increases in Asia, where all Chinese indexes 
saw gains. The Shanghai Composite, China’s benchmark index, was up 0.7%, while 
the Shenzhen Composite was up 0.8%. Japanese stocks also saw a strong day with 
the Nikkei 225 up 1.1% at the close. In the US, futures markets pointed to another 
positive day, with the Dow Jones, S&P 500, and Nasdaq all looking to open around 
0.3% higher. Oil is rising for an eigth session. Brent crude is up 2% to $58.91 per 
barrel.
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N ational security is defined 
as the ability of a country to 
protect itself from the threat 
of violence or attack, both 
from internal and external 

enemies. In detail, it refers to the security of 
a nation state, including its citizens, economy 
and institutions. Its discharge is the duty of the 
government, which in turn relies on a range 
of measures, including political, economic, 
social and military power as well as diplomacy 
to ensure implementation of national security 
goals. Since independence, Pakistan has been 
faced with security dilemmas primarily originat-
ing from an unfinished agenda of ‘partition’ and 
a hostile neighborhood, both in the East and 
West. The security paradigms of 70 yester years 
have by and large remained constant with more 
additions than subtractions, which necessitate a 
dispassionate analysis and objective appraisal.

Security imperatives are the prime derivative 
of the geographical placement of a country. 

Pakistan’s placement in a highly volatile region 
offers both opportunities and liabilities. It 
shares borders with Afghanistan that has been 
in the throes of war and insurgency for decades; 
Iran with regional and ideological aspirations; 
and, an increasingly nationalistic, right-centric 
India. It is situated at the mouth of Arabian 
Sea and is one of two nuclear regional powers. 
Despite this, Pakistan’s legitimate security con-
cerns are as much a function of its geography as 
they are of its own creation. The location alone 
by virtue of its transit to Central and South 
Asia, China and port vicinity to the Gulf could 
have transformed Pakistan as an economic and 
transit hub like Dubai or Singapore but alas 
remains elusive.

The security landscape does not recognize 
calendars and some aspects could be a 
constant for decades, while few milieus could 
change forms and intensity. Therefore, it may 
be imperative to review the security situation 
prior to the onset of a new year to evolve viable 
and comprehensive responses. I shall dwell on 
the security challenges facing Pakistan under 
the logical headings of External and Internal, 
though both have intrinsic linkages.

The international security environment re-
mains volatile and uncertain with the resurgence 
of US-Russia rivalries and proxy conflict born 

during the Cold War as well as the emergence 
of US-China tensions. These conflicts manifest 
themselves in a variety of forms, besides the 
new ones ranging from environmental issues, 
resource capture, human and drug trafficking to 
ethnic and ideological conflicts which continue 
to further charge the regional and international 
security mosaic. These and other recent events, 
notable being US and China’s rivalry, trade 
wars and other recent events in the immediate 
neighborhood have had a profound impact on 
our security dynamics. Due to its geographi-
cal location, ideological identity, nuclear and 
missile capability, psycho-social significance, 
and geo-economic potential, Pakistan remains a 
center for international interest, not all of which 
is constructive!

India has and will remain the prime security 
threat to Pakistan and its security. The long-
est unresolved issue of Kashmir remains 
the prime bone of contention. The in power 
government of Narendra Modi with extreme 
rightist lineage has, since oath taking, desisted 
any overtures to normalization of relations, and 
least of all resolve bilateral disputes. In fact due 
to uncongenial policies of BJP government, 
SAARC, which Pakistan is to host, has not 
been convened for three years. This avoidance 
by India has  denied it revival of integration into 
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its region. The previous two governments of 
Congress under Dr. Manmohan Singh and BJP 
led by late Vajpayee had exhibited pragmatic 
sense of adaptability and a sincere desire for 
the normalization of relations through regular 
structured dialogues. During the last Congress 
party government, India and Pakistan had 
reached on the verge of resolving the Kashmir 
dispute on the basis of former President 
Musharraf ’s ‘Four Point’ formula. The April-
May 2019 General Elections in India are likely 
to be a watershed event as it would determine 
the orientation of India either as a secular or 
hardline Hindu state. Besides kinetic conflicts, 
India has extensively waged hybrid war against 
Pakistan to destabilize it, weaken the writ of the 
state and mar its international credibility.

The response to this kind of warfare by state 
and non-state actors demands a totally new 
thinking and approach, different from the per-
spective of military preparedness and embrac-
ing the outlook of national preparedness for the 
evolving threats. In my assessment, any political 
dispensation in India after elections is likely to 
resume dialogue process with Pakistan as there 
is a growing opinion amongst intelligentsia, 
media and leaders of opinion that Pakistan-
centric policies have affected India’s regional 
and international stature. Buoyed Sikh Move-
ment in support of Khalistan, intense Kashmir 
struggle by third generation of Kashmiris along 
with 12-16 secessionist movements have created 
a major internal qualm for India. 

Peace elusive Afghanistan will continue to 
pose a security threat to Pakistan, both directly 
and through clandestine means, of fomenting 
ethnic strife and terrorism emanating from 
Afghan soil. Three important events are likely 
to shape the modicum of this threat, viz; forth-
coming Presidential elections, US-Taliban talks 
and the construction of border fence along Pak-
Afghan border. Presidential Elections scheduled 
in July 2019 pose a challenge to the current 
President Ashraf Ghani by a serious aspirant in 
Abdullah Abdullah, the current Chief Executive, 
and Zalmay Khalilzad, spearheading talks with 
the Taliban.

The ongoing direct talks between US and 
Taliban facilitated by Pakistan after three years 
of abortive Murree talks, augur well for peace 
in Afghanistan. A settlement, duly guaranteed 
by the regional powers and other stakehold-
ers, could pave way for a face-saving total 
withdrawal of U.S. forces, which is a win-win 
for all elements and for Pak-US relations. The 
announced withdrawal of 7,000 U.S. troops 
after talks with Taliban reflects a successful 
first round as part of a negotiated settlement 
with Taliban. Yet without a political settlement, 
which is still a long shot, US military withdrawal 
could have serious risks both for Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and even to the free world at large as 
it could be viewed by Salafi-Jihadist groups as 
a triumph against US.

The likely completion of 2430 km border 
fence along the Pak-Afghan border in the last 
month of 2019 would impede cross-border 
movement and in its wake take away sting from 

U.S. and Afghanistan’s accusation of involve-
ment of Pakistan-based elements in terrorist 
activities inside Afghanistan besides giving 
legitimacy to the ‘Durand Line’. Afghan-based 
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and ISIS’ acts 
of terrorism inside Pakistan and the sponsored 
Pashtun Tahafuz Movement (PTM) will con-
tinue to pose security challenges in 2019 as well 
but their volume is directly linked to the three 
important developments likely to take shape in 
Afghanistan.

The litmus test of Pak-US relations will 
remain Afghanistan and the outcome of 
US-Taliban dialogues. While the US does not 
pose any direct security challenge to Pakistan, 
it could continue to exert indirect pressure 
on Pakistan through international monetary 
agencies, adding separatist movements, waging 
Fifth Generation Warfare and supporting India 
and Afghanistan to foment destabilization. The 
US is in a dilemma based on historical evidence 
that it is hard, if not impossible, to strike a bal-
ance between belligerent India and Pakistan. 
American support to one has invariably elicited 
an adverse response from the other. The pos-
sibility of threat by US to Pakistan’s nuclear 
installments will remain a reality which in turn 
entails the highest level of vigilance.

CPEC related opposition to Pakistan will 
also be more visible in the new year through 
overt intervention with monetary agencies and 
covert clandestine operations through non-state 
actors. The recently announced withdrawal 
of US forces from Syria and Afghanistan are 
reflective of more inward looking US policies 
due to public disenchantment with wars and as 
a prelude to US Presidential Elections in 2020. 
As things stand, Pak-US interests in security 
and economic wellbeing are poised to diverge 
even further, unless there is a negotiated po-
litical settlement in Afghanistan with Pakistan 
giving and enforcing guarantees.

Iran-Pakistan relations while apparently 
cordial could have security implications due to 
cross-border violations and sympathy towards 
Iran by sectarian affiliated population, given 
the history of Iranian projection of its ideology. 

The dormant issue of Iran-Pakistan gas pipe-
line, under U.S. and Saudi pressures and US 
compounded by Pakistan’s excessive reliance on 
Saudi financial package to support the precari-
ous economy. Iran’s involvement in Afghanistan 
and harboring a large population of Afghan 
refugees makes it an important stakeholder in 
Afghan peace with no voice. Pakistan, through 
astute diplomacy, can solicit Iranian support for 
a negotiated peace in Afghanistan, failing which 
it can also act as a spoiler.

Economic instability, ethnicity and sec-
tarianism are fundamental variables of internal 
security threats to Pakistan and are likely to 
persist. Religious extremism and intolerance 
has created an unenviable international image 
of Pakistan and has harmed its interests. Paki-
stan’s continuous involvement and fight against 
terrorism since 9/11, with more than 80,000 
causalities and USD 104 billion in economic 
sufferings has taken a heavy toll on its power 
potential. The peril of terrorism will remain 
the most potent and real threat to Pakistan for 
the foreseeable future despite the successful 
outcomes of military based kinetic and non-
kinetic operations. 

China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
with more than USD 66 billion by China has 
been the biggest ever direct investment in 
Pakistan and could be a ‘Game Changer’ only 
if adroitly handled. The past governments have 
exploited this opportunity to their political and 
personal advantages both in term of projects 
and the completion timelines (early harvest). 
The accruing interests on loan have not been 
professionally negotiated in the interest of 
Pakistan. The project requires an overall review, 
written framework and state guarantees to 
safeguard Pakistan’s economic and strategic 
interests and avoid snares like in the case of 
Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka and acquisition 
of farm land in Tajikistan.
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S mog has become a global concern 
caused by climate abnormalities as 
serious smog looms over Beijing 
and many other cities in North 
China, while Paris goes through 

more than a week of the worst winter pollution 
in a decade and London breached annual air 
pollution limits.  Winter heating, industrial 
emissions and automobile exhausts are major 
contributors to smog, but the low air quality is 
also caused by unfavorable weather conditions 
linked to a very strong El Nino over the Pacific 
from 2015.

Carbon dioxide, a greenhouse gas, is the main 
pollutant that is warming Earth. Though living 
things emit carbon dioxide when they breathe, 
carbon dioxide is widely considered to be a pol-
lutant when associated with cars, planes, power 
plants, and other human activities that involve 
the burning of fossil fuels such as gasoline and 
natural gas. In the past 150 years, such activities 
have pumped enough carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere to raise its levels higher than they 

have been for hundreds of thousands of years.
Another pollutant associated with climate 

change is sulphur dioxide, a component of smog. 
Sulphur dioxide and closely related chemicals 
are known primarily as a cause of acid rain. 
But they also reflect light when released in 
the atmosphere, which keeps sunlight out and 
causes Earth to cool. Volcanic eruptions can 
spew massive amounts of sulphur dioxide into 
the atmosphere, sometimes causing cooling that 
lasts for years.

Smog is a serious problem in many cities and 
continues to harm human health. Ground-
level ozone, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide 
and carbon monoxide are especially harmful 
for senior citizens, children, and people with 
heart and lung conditions such as emphysema, 
bronchitis, and asthma. Carbon dioxide (CO2) 
is a good indicator of how much fossil fuel is 
burned and how much of other pollutants are 
emitted as a result. Children with underlying 
chronic lung conditions such as asthma and 
cystic fibrosis are soft target of air pollution. 
Older people are more likely to be affected by 
air pollution, perhaps due to generally weaker 
immune systems, or undiagnosed respiratory 
or cardiovascular health conditions.

According to the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), it can be dangerous to breathe 
in too much smog. Smog contains a pollutant 

called ozone, and elevated ozone levels can 
have a variety of negative effects on your lungs. 
Sulfur dioxide emitted from the combustion 
of fossil fuels like coal, petroleum and other 
factory combustibles is one the major cause of 
air pollution. Pollution emitting from vehicles 
including trucks, jeeps, cars, trains, airplanes 
cause immense amount of pollution.

United Nations announced the 5 December 
2017 as the first International Smog Day, a 
moment to remember all of the people who have 
died prematurely, and avoidably, because of air 
pollution. Smog Day also gives us a chance to 
advance visions of a world in which the air is fit 
to breathe. Smog Day grew out of an initiative 
to share the experiences of people living with air 
pollution in two very different cities, London in 
the United Kingdom and New Delhi in India, 
but its ambition reaches far beyond. Smog Day 
supports UN Environment’s beat pollution 
and breate life campaigns, tying its message to 
concrete actions that people can take to clean 
up the air they breathe. Smog Day fell on the 
second day of the UN Environment Assembly, 
the world’s highest-level gathering on the 
environment.

Punjab is on the edge due to environmental 
pollution. Smog causes to effect human health 
and people have to suffer in case of smog effects. 
Children are predominantly susceptible to these 

An International Problem
Smog:
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detrimental consequences. A study reporting the 
long-term effects of the great London Smog of 
1952 concluded that exposure to smog during 
the first year of life increased the risk of child-
hood asthma by 19·87%.

Air pollution is constituted of a complex mix-
ture of gases and particles  particles smaller than 
2.5 microns (PM2.5) is the primary pollutant 
of concern due to wide-ranging health effects 
and formation from many sources. Atmospheric 
particulate matter (PM) that are the major 
contributor to smog and related health issues. 
The larger PM10 particles stick to the muscoa 
and cause irritation in the respiratory tract, 
aggravating lung infections and asthma.

The finer PM2.5 particles enter into the inte-
rior airways, absorb through the pulmonary vein 
and finally into the bloodstream via the capil-
lary network leading the adverse effects on the 
cardiovascular system. They also get deep into 
the alveoli sacs and damage the lungs. These 
particles comprise of poisonous trace metals 
such as copper, magnesium, zinc, selenium and 
arsenic, which can cause cancer and even lead to 
genetic evilness in later generations.

According to the statistics all cities measured 
in Pakistan exceed safe levels for air quality 
recommended by the National Environmental 
Quality Standards for Ambient Air by the 
Environmental Protection Agency in Pakistan 
(PK-EPA). This air quality may result in seri-
ous health effects, aggravating lung and heart 
diseases and causing respiratory effects in the 
general population. Similarly to fog, pollutants 
in the air are trapped within the temperature 
inversion layer close to the ground.

This build-up of pollutants is hazardous 
to health during the winter months from 
October to December. Citizens are advised 
to take precautions to avoid exposure to this 
dangerous air.  The sources of air pollution are 
from diesel emissions, burning of biomass (crop 
burning), coal combustion (brick kilns and coal 
power), two-stroke vehicles (motorcycles and 
rickshaws), industrial emissions. Furthermore, 
the fact that only around 1% of the country’s 
industrial establishments report their emissions 
raises distressing concerns over the neglected air 
quality of the city and its effect on public health.

Smog accounts for a rapid sprout in fatal 
health problems, including exacerbation of 
asthma, allergies, eye infections, respiratory 
tract infections, and cardiac pathologies leading 
to premature death. A study in Karachi has 
found that an increase in air pollution directly 
correlates to an increase in hospital admission 
rates, and exacerbation of symptoms especially 
in the young and the elderly. The Lahore High 
Court has constituted a 10-memebr commission 
to come up with policy recommendations for 
handing smog as a public health emergency in 
Punjab.

The Pakistan Environmental Protection 
Agency (Pak-EPA) and the provincial EPAs are 
in charge of monitoring air pollution in Paki-
stan. In 2010, the Pak-EPA drafted the National 
Air Quality Standard (NEQS) for ambient air 
quality. However, the proposed annual mean 

levels for the ambient particulate matter, PM2.5 
and PM10, were higher than the stricter World 
Health Organization (WHO) guidelines, which 
are 10 μg/m3 and 20 μg/m3 respectively.

According to data, the levels of the ambient 
particulate matter reported in Lahore far exceed 
the recommended values of both WHO guide-
lines and NEQS guidelines. A study conducted 
in Lahore over, aiming to compare the level of 
fine particles with the aforementioned guide-
lines, concluded that the annual average PM2.5 
of the areas studied was 136.5 ± 34.1 μg/m3 , 
which is roughly 14 folds higher than the WHO 
guidelines. This study also mentions that this 
level of particulate matter was comparable to 
one of the most polluted megacities of the world, 
Delhi, at 143.0 ± 17.8 μg/m3. This elucidates 
the worsening state of air pollution in the city 
of Lahore.

The agriculture department is monitoring and 
reporting incident of burning rice stubble this 
year under directions of Chief Minister Punjab 
Usman Buzdaar. Due to rice stubble burning 
produce effects of dense smog in atmosphere 
and it causes photosynthesis process in leaves 
of crops is affected and plants cannot make 
their necessary food. Plants, under the effect 
of smoggy clouds, cannot prepare necessary 
hormones for its growth and per acre yield of 
crops may affect due to this situation. In a bid to 
mitigate the effects of smog, farmers must avoid 
burning of crop residual e.g rice stubble burning 
etc. Instead of burning farmers must mix the 
crop residual into the soil through deep plough 
via Rotavator and disc harrow etc with consulta-
tion of local Agriculture expert of department.

Given the damage that smog can incur, it is 
imperative that prudent measures be under-
taken to improve air quality. Most environmen-
tal regulatory organizations fall behind due to 
the lack of specialized equipment, standardized 
protocols, trained personnel, and funds. The 
government could start by allocating appropri-
ate funds for monitoring and reducing harmful 
emissions, carrying out nationwide forestation 
programs, and switching to renewable resources. 
Considering the bleak outlook that the current 
situation portrays, the need of the hour is 
establishing a stringent action plan to prevent 
adverse outcomes on public health and reduce 

the economic burden on the health sector of the 
country.

Last but not the least, the public needs to be 
made aware of the possible health issues that 
can be encountered during this environmental 
hazard and educated on ways they can protect 
themselves and prevent exacerbations of pre-
existing medical conditions. Public service mes-
sages on television, radio, and the Internet, along 
with the distribution of educational pamphlets 
and brochures can be a few of the effective steps 
for ensuring this. 

Industrialized countries have worked to 
reduce levels of sulfur dioxide, smog, and 
smoke in order to improve people’s health. But 
a result, not predicted until recently, is that the 
lower sulfur dioxide levels may actually make 
global warming worse. Just as sulfur dioxide 
from volcanoes can cool the planet by blocking 
sunlight, cutting the amount of the compound 
in the atmosphere lets more sunlight through, 
warming the Earth. This effect is exaggerated 
when elevated levels of other greenhouse gases 
in the atmosphere trap the additional heat.

Most people agree that to curb global warm-
ing, a variety of measures need to be taken. On a 
personal level, driving and flying less, recycling, 
and conservation reduces a person’s carbon 
footprint the amount of carbon dioxide a person 
is responsible for putting into the atmosphere.

On a larger scale, governments are taking 
measures to limit emissions of carbon dioxide 
and other greenhouse gases. The Paris Agree-
ment, a voluntary agreement among 118 nations 
ratified on November 4, 2016, is one effort being 
enacted on a global scale to combat climate 
change. As a part of the agreement, each coun-
try agreed to take measures to combat climate 
change, with the ultimate goal of keeping the 
post-industrial global temperature rise below 
two degrees Celsius. Another method is to put 
taxes on carbon emissions or higher taxes on 
gasoline, so that individuals and companies will 
have greater incentives to conserve energy and 
pollute less.
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China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is the flagship project of 
China’s OBOR; One Belt One 
Road project of China’s economic 
expansion, to connect its market to 

Europe, Asia, Middle East, Africa. The project 
includes various projects of oil and gas, roads, 
railways, airports, seaports, agricultural and in-
dustrial developments in all the areas from which 
it will pass. It will bring national integration to 
the Pakistani nation in broader terms if it is im-
plemented properly. The most important part of 
it is the development being done in the education 
and health sector. Health sector includes medical 
facilities for the local population.

The education sector includes 
the building of universities for 
professional education, the estab-
lishment of various research and 
development wings, and techni-
cal education and training for 
building manpower. The Chinese 
infrastructure development teams 
will work for assistance and train-
ing of Pakistan’s manpower until 
they will get properly trained to 
run those projects independently. 
Rumors of Chinese colonization 
and hegemony are mere myths. 
There is a Chinese proverb that says “Catch me a 
fish and I will eat for a day. Teach me to fish and 
I will eat for a lifetime”. Under China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, China is letting Pakistan 
learn how to catch fish and eat the fish for a 
lifetime.

Under CPEC, China will shift its heavy industry 
to Pakistan, its technical staff will train Pakistani 
labor to manage and run those industries. Thus, 
people of Pakistan will get a good chance of earn-
ing their livelihood in many other ways. China 
has been known to create multiple employment 
opportunities for its people, it created multiple 
means of employment for Chinese people. 
China’s drastic industrialization made it the big-
gest stakeholder of the global economy. similarly, 
Pakistan is also expected to follow China’s path 
under CPEC. CPEC is a lifetime opportunity. 
Only those nations prosper, who take advantage 
of opportunities provided to them by Allah 
Almighty. People of Pakistan should take full 
advantage of this opportunity under CPEC. This 

will also bring economic stability and national 
integration to Pakistan.

CPEC is destined to bring huge educational 
benefits for the youth of Pakistan. There were 
insecurities about the future of CPEC, as the new 
government was expected to halt the projects, 
which has been commonly seen in the past. But 
they responded wisely and gave a thrust to the 
developmental projects done under CPEC.CPEC 
is making ways for development of educational 
excellence under china Pakistan educational 
cooperation. With numerous university col-
laborations, establishment of research think 
tanks, it is promoting opportunities for studying 
abroad not only for Pakistani students but also 
for Chinese students.

Recently NUML university signed an MOU 
with a Chinese university.at the primary stage 
collaboration with Chinese universities has been 
proposed. The collaborations will provide way for 
further linkages and intellectual exchange of fac-
ulty and students. This economic interdepend-

ence is the stepping stone for faculty exchange, 
training and thus upgradation of Pakistani aca-
demia. Several research collaborations are being 
made by Pakistani and Chinese research scholars. 
For Pakistani students it will fulfill the dreams 
of Pakistani students to study abroad. Here it is 
worth discussing that china not only generously 
give acceptance to Pakistani students on priority 
basis, it also enables them with research trainings 
and offers huge scholarships.

Pakistani students are being kept at high pri-
ority when considering admissions in Chinese 
universities huge number of Pakistani students, 
including young girls are studying and living 
in Chinese universities pursuing studies up to 
doctorate degrees. This will increase the literacy 
rate of Pakistani youth, their employment in the 
local as well as the multinational organizations. 
Thus, giving benefit to Pakistani youth in the 
long run.

It is also commendable that China is safe and 
peaceful for Pakistani students as compared to 

other countries. Regarding our social and cul-
tural values, it too has a unique, strong and Asian 
family system, which can be easily observed in 
their public behavior. Most of the youth get 
married at early twenties, have perfect families, 
study and work round the clock. The nation has 
a unique tireless behavior towards their national 
growth. Everyone seems to be playing his/her 
role for the uplifting of their national image.

There is no gender disparity, women and men 
work hard on equal basis and many of the busi-
nesses are being run by females in their houses 
and small industrial units at their homes. This 
behavior will also empower the Pakistani youth 
and especially Pakistani women to also get 
higher education, get good jobs, do businesses, 
seek financial independence, empower them-
selves, empower their families and ultimately 
empower the national image of Pakistan. The 
developed nations like japan, Germany, have 
women who are equally educated to men and 
contribute to national uplift and prosperity of 

their countries. China, thus will 
also bring a change of national 
behavior towards the education 
of all segments of life.

Under CPEC the most impor-
tant intellectual exchange will be 
brought about under research and 
development in science and tech-
nology. Pakistan lacks behind the 
participation of its youth in this 
specific position. Which is going 
to be very important soon in terms 
of security and seeking informa-
tion of the world outside of this 

globe. With so much advancement in the drone 
technology, there is also an urgency of establish-
ing the departments of information technology 
on the pattern of Chinese universities, who have 
achieved the height of information technology 
in military technology, drone technology, stealth 
technology, and now have set eyes over the 
space technology. Similarly, the departments of 
biotechnology and medical research also need 
special assistance. Thus, CPEC is a complete 
package for participation and development in 
multiple sectors for the Pakistani youth and for 
the future generations. It completely depends 
on the potential of Pakistan government in 
discovering those new arenas of growth, and the 
related ministries, academia, students and all 
stakeholders to get maximum profits of CPEC’s 
second phase. 
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F rom the day first, the economists 
perceived the Chinese One Belt 
One Road initiative as bidding 
good bye to the existing economic 
world order with a new global 

order. In May 2017, in an address at the Belt and 
Road Forum’s opening ceremony in Beijing, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping said his nation would 
“foster a new type of international relations” 
based on mutual cooperation, co-existence and 
co-prosperity, thereby attempting to place a check 
on the existing order that is centred on the US. 
He unveiled a plan to extend about 1.64 trillion 
yen (S$20 billion) in additional contributions to 
the Silk Road Fund, which would cover funding 
for such schemes as infrastructure investment.

China started to liberalize its economy in the 
1970’s, coinciding with a crucial time in United 
States economic history. Much attention has 
been paid to the geostrategic reasons for the 
US engagement with China vis-a-vis the Soviet 
Union, but relatively few analysts acknowledge 
the role economic considerations played in the 
historical events of that period.

After the US defaulted on the gold exchange 
window established at the Bilderberg conference 
in 1971, then-Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 

and his team set their sights on a new petro-dollar 
standard. Conspiracy theories abound regarding 
the US government’s alleged role in orchestrat-
ing the oil supply shock of the 1970s and other 
catastrophes in order to strengthen the US dollar 
to support spending on the Vietnam War efforts. 
An examination of these theories falls beyond 
the scope of this paper. It is important to note, 
however, that, regardless of whether or not there 
is any truth to such claims, the US is widely held 
in non-American circles to have acted less than 
virtuously in creating and preserving the current 
economic order.

When President Xi Jinping of the People’s 
Republic of China first unveiled the One Belt and 
One Road Initiative (OBOR) during the second 
half of 2015, the world reacted with much fanfare. 
While the OBOR was in hindsight a natural ex-
tension of China’s increasingly external-oriented 
economic growth and development policies, the 
official announcement of the project, its ambi-
tions, and the costs they entail sent shockwaves 
throughout the international community.

Two years later, the hype surrounding the pro-
ject has died down amid the multiple problems 
and obstacles it has encountered. In light of 
China’s explicit statement of intent regarding the 
OBOR, policymakers and citizens of the world 
would benefit from understanding the nature 
and characteristics of the OBOR and the implica-
tions it has for the international arena. 

While President Xi Jinping foresaw the project 
connecting much of the world when he initiated 
it in 2013, the countries to be traversed are not 

merely waiting for China to pour money into it. 
They also want to have some say in how the pro-
ject proceeds. China’s grand geopolitical strategy 
to reshape the international landscape would be 
more palatable if Beijing showed greater affinity 
for multilateralism and the fostering of mutual 
interests. The Belt and Road scheme provides 
crucial economic respite for nations across the 
region and inspire communal cooperation that 
would benefit all. While many regional leaders 
regard the initiative as little more than a series of 
giant infrastructure projects aimed at extending 
China’s power, Beijing has always touted the plan 
as a means to economic security.

President Xi Jinping’s ambition of propelling 
China to the centre stage of the global power 
game represents a sharp departure from the ap-
proach of previous Chinese leaders who adhered 
strictly to Deng Xiaoping’s tenet to “hide our 
capabilities and bide our time, never try to take 
the lead”.

It is not surprising that the One Belt, One 
Road (Obor) initiative is being embraced by a 
wide range of countries, from Asia and Africa to 
Europe and even South America, notwithstand-
ing some serious concerns about the cost and 
benefits of the enormously ambitious project.

It is evident that Obor is not just about 
infrastructure development; one of its major 
objectives is to turn Eurasia into an economic 
and trading centre, breaking the domination of 
the American-led transatlantic regime. It is also 
a manifestation of the changing geopolitics and 
the realignment of forces, reflecting a move to 
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shift the centre of gravity of trade to the East and 
establish China’s predominance in global politics. 
Obor is a new geo-economic reality representing 
an emerging world order. The process cannot 
be reversed.

Now within a short span of time, it has become 
clear that Chinese “One Belt, One Road” (OBOR) 
initiative is set to play a momentous role in creat-
ing a new world order based upon equality and 
openness towards the economic opportunities 
existing around the globe. With its focus on 
infrastructure, the OBOR initiative promotes a 
more sustainable and inclusive version of glo-
balisation compared to the one led by Western 
countries. It is a significant development strategy 
launched by the Chinese government with the 
intention of promoting economic co-operation 
among countries along the proposed Belt and 
Road railway routes.

The evolution on OBOR will also pave way for 
policy co-ordination, facilities connectivity, un-
impeded trade, financial integration, and people-
to-people bonds between the partner countries 
in future. The initiative had been designed to 
enhance the orderly free-flow of economic fac-
tors and the efficient allocation of resources. The 
project has also a wide scope of further market 
integration and creates a regional economic co-
operation framework of benefits to all.

The railway track under OBOR would be focus-
ing on linking China to Europe through Central 
Asia on one side and connecting China with the 
Middle East through Central Asia on the other 
side by also knitting China with South Asia and 
the Indian Ocean. It will also create connectivity 
of China with Europe through the South China 
Sea and Indian Ocean.

China is playing an increasingly central role in 
the global economy, which was also reflected in 
Pakistan-China relations. China is Pakistan’s larg-
est trading partner, with total volume exceeding 
$20 billion and through the railway track expan-
sion under OBOR the bilateral trade will become 
more accessible and beneficial for Pakistan too.

Now well into the second decade of the 21st 
century, the world is witnessing the true extent of 
China’s economic, political, and growing military 
reach. This reach and integration into the glo-
balized world has been gradual, incremental, and 
quiet over the past three decades. In the shadows, 
China has accelerated significantly in the past 10 
years. What does this mean for the established 
global order? This paper is a roadmap looking 
to join the dots on that journey.

China has experienced unprecedented success 
in recent years in its opposition to the Western-
dominated international economic order.

These successes, from the establishment of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
and the BRICS New Development Bank (NDB) 
to the rolling out of the One Belt One Road 
(OBOR) initiative and the internationalization 
of the Renminbi (RMB) are all part of a grand 
strategy to achieve economic hegemony. China’s 
strategic concept has, as one might anticipate, 
evolved and mushroomed since its 2013 an-
nouncement. The foundations of the strategy, 
however, remain firm. The Silk Road initiative 

intends to enable not only the linkages discussed 
above, but also China’s overarching challenge to 
the contemporary world order. China has laid the 
groundwork to achieve this goal incrementally 
over the last two decades. The world is currently 
witnessing the galvanization and culmination of 
those plans.

The BRICS block (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China, and South Africa) is moving towards 
veto power in the IMF. Coupled with China’s 
range of economic initiatives intertwined with 
their OBOR and globalization strategy and the 
coupling of China initiated financial mechanisms 
towards integration of regional economies, China 
sits in a prime position of influence, power and 
patronage. The sweeping changes pursued by 
China today are intended to contribute to the 
rebalancing of world economic order. They 
essentially seek to challenge US hegemony and 
bring about a Eurasian century. The RMB is 
being positioned to overtake the USD over the 
next few years as China works from within 
and without the existing world community to 
establish a new economic order that it sees as 
more equitable than the current US-dominated 
order. If they are prepared, investors do not need 
to fear this new order.

The extent to which China’s OBOR can be 
truly regarded as the harbinger of a new global 
economic order depends on whether President 
Xi and the CCP can appropriately modify their 
present strategy to address a considerable array 
of problems the OBOR has encountered.

 The economic and geopolitical rise of China, 
which has essentially been formalized by its 
OBOR initiative, coincides with the US’ steady 
retreat from its position of global leadership as 
President Trump pursues his inward-looking 
America First Policy. While China has steadily en-
deavored to execute its OBOR initiative, the US 

has pulled out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership. In 
the geopolitical contest presently being waged in 
Asia, the TPP represented America’s most potent 
means of combating China’s strategic economic 
position in East Asia. By withdrawing from it, 
the US fails to offer regional countries a viable 
alternative for regional trade and investment. 
Indeed, experts warn that President Trump’s 
withdrawal from the TPP leaves an economic 
and geopolitical void that China may soon fill. 

Over the coming decade, China is expected 
to invest up to $5 trillion in transcontinental 
infrastructure projects, which will connect the 
country’s industrial heartland to the world’s 
largest consumer markets in Western Europe. 
The mega-project is slated to cover as many as 
sixty-four nations across four continents (Asia, 
Australia, Africa and Europe), accounting for 
62 percent of the world’s population and about 
a third of the global Gross Domestic Product. 
China’s policy banks, namely the China Develop-
ment Bank, Export-Import Bank of China, The 
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, are 
set to play a central role in funding the ambitious 
transcontinental infrastructure initiative.

More than anything, the BRI project is a har-
binger of a new era of Chinese global dominance. 
During the 19th Chinese Communist Party Na-
tional Congress at the Great Hall of the People in 
central Beijing, Xi unveiled a two-stage national 
development plan. From 2020 to 2015, China 
will forge ahead with two fifteen-year develop-
ment plans. The first one aims to turn China into 
a moderately prosperous society in 2035. 
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T he global economic environment 
has deteriorated noticeably in the 
2nd half of 2018. The main rea-
sons for this are the geopolitical 
agenda of the Trump administra-

tion (e.g. the trade dispute) and the tightening 
of monetary policy by the Federal Reserve. In 
2019 the simmering trade conflict is likely to 
particularly weigh on economic areas with trade 
surpluses (e.g. China and the Eurozone). From 
the perspective of emerging markets, elevated 
financial market volatility as well as expectations 
for a continued restrictive US monetary policy put 
additional pressure on the outlook for economic 
growth in 2019.

The World Bank (WB) lowered its forecast for 
the average oil price for the next two years to $67 
per barrel, down $4 from its December forecast. 
In December, the World Bank expected oil price 
to average at $71 per barrel in 2019-2021, in 
June forecast it predicted $69 per barrel. Oil 
prices are expected to average $67/bbl in 2019 
and 2020, $2/bbl lower than June projections; 
however, uncertainty around the forecast is high, 
the bank’s report says. The World Bank also said 
in its global economic outlook it had lowered 
its forecast for global economic growth by 0.1 
percentage points to 2.9 percent due to a fall in 
trade and manufacturing, as well as due to trade 
wars. Global economic growth is projected to 
soften from a downwardly revised 3 percent in 
2018 to 2.9 percent in 2019 amid rising downside 
risks to the outlook… International trade and 
manufacturing activity have softened, trade ten-
sions remain elevated, and some large emerging 
markets have experienced substantial financial 
market pressures, the bank said.

GDP growth forecast for the next year is also 
revised downward by the same 0.1 percentage 
points to 2.8 percent. At the same time, the bank 

kept the 2019 growth forecast for developed 
economies and for the United States unchanged 
at 2 percent and 2.5 percent, respectively. The 
2019 forecast for the euro area was lowered by 
0.1 percentage points to 1.6 percent.

IEA Improves Forecast of Oil Price to $88 Per 
Barrel in 2025, to $112 in 2040 However, the 
bank slashed US GDP growth outlook for 2020 
by 0.3 percentage points to 1.7 percent.

Chinese GDP growth forecast was lowered by 
0.1 percentage points to 6.2 percent in 2019 and 
kept unchanged at the same 6.2 percent in 2020. 
The bank maintained its December forecast for 
Russia’s GDP for 2019 and 2020 at 1.5 percent 
and 1.8 percent, respectively.

Trade conflict between the world’s two largest 
economic powers already is inflicting collateral 
damage and threatens to do yet more harm to 
the global economy and the global slowdown 
is beginning as government and corporate debt 
rise, especially among the poorest countries, while 
mounting interest rates increase borrowing costs, 
the bank said in its semi-annual Global Economic 
Prospects report. The report was markedly more 
pessimistic than a year ago when the outlook was 
for synchronized global growth and peppered 
with exhortations to take urgent, imperative or 
critical action. Risks are rising, senior World Bank 
economist Ayhan Kose told French newswire. 
The global economy is going through a difficult 
period. Skies are darkening and we see the global 
economy slowing. Growth of the world economy 
is expected to slow to 2.9% this year, and 2.8% in 
2020, slightly below the previous forecast, and 
the estimates for nearly all regions and countries 
were downgraded.

At the center of the turmoil, US economic 
growth is expected to slow this year by four tenths 
of a point, falling to 2.5% down from 2.9% in 
2018, and to slow even further next year to 1.7%.

China’s economy also is slowing amid the trade 
dispute, and growth should slip to 6.2% this year 
and next. Kose, who heads the World Bank’s 
Development Prospects Group which twice a 
year produces the global economic forecasts said 
he hoped for a resolution but meanwhile urged 
governments to prepare for a difficult road ahead. 
Global growth is still robust but whether a storm 
will hit or it will clear highly depends on how 
policymakers are going to react, he said.

Though the bank still sees a low probability 
of recession in the United States, even a small 
slowdown has an outsize effect. And if the United 
States and China slow by a full percentage point, it 

will cut global growth by nearly the same amount, 
with dire consequences for many countries. Trade 
tensions are already affecting activity around the 
world, Kose said, and it could get worse. The 
report sharply downgraded the growth forecasts 
for key emerging market economies like Mexico, 
South Africa and Russia, as well as for crisis-
struck countries Turkey and Argentina. So far 
India and Indonesia have escaped that fate. But 
the United States and China together account for 
about a third of global GDP and 20% of global 
trade.

How they resolve their differences is going to be 
very important how global economy is going to 
shape this year, said Kose. Trade is an engine of 
growth and has been “a driving force in terms of 
poverty reduction, he said. Our hope is that these 
differences are going to be resolved. But the sharp 
decline in global equities markets at the end of 
last year showed the uncertainty generated by the 
trade conflict undermines business confidence 
and slows investment, Kose said.

Looking at the data, you definitely see that in 
2018 manufacturing has slowed; (and) export 
orders have slowed. After rising in 2018, confi-
dence is ebbing and “this is cause for concern.

With growing risks dominating the outlook, the 
World Bank urged member countries to prepare 
themselves, with changes in spending, investment 
and borrowing to establish policy buffers against 
coming headwinds. The sense of urgency has to 
be there, Kose said. Ultimately a robust policy 
framework is the most important insurance 
when you have a slowing economy and rising 
risks. That is especially true with rising debt levels, 
as interest rates are moving higher. The report 
highlights with concern a big jump in borrowing 
by the poorest nations, debt that increasingly 
coming from lenders that unlike the World Bank 
do not provide concessional terms. 

Global economic growth is projected to soften 
from a downwardly revised 3 percent in 2018 to 
2.9 percent in 2019 amid rising downside risks to 
the outlook, the World Bank said. International 
trade and manufacturing activity have softened, 
trade tensions remain elevated, and some large 
emerging markets have experienced substantial 
financial market pressures.

Growth among advanced economies is forecast 
to drop to 2 percent this year, the January 2019 
Global Economic Prospects says. Slowing external 
demand, rising borrowing costs, and persistent 
policy uncertainties are expected to weigh on the 
outlook for emerging market and developing 

Global Growth Under 
Pressure in 2019

Global Economy to slow to 2.9 percent in 2019 as trade, investment weaken
Emerging, Developing 
Economies must Rebuild 
Policy Buffers, Boost 
Productivity to Sustain Growth
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economies. Growth for this group is anticipated 
to hold steady at a weaker-than-expected 4.2 
percent this year.

At the beginning of 2018 the global economy 
was firing on all cylinders, but it lost speed during 
the year and the ride could get even bumpier in 
the year ahead, said World Bank Chief Executive 
Officer Kristalina Georgieva. As economic and 
financial headwinds intensify for emerging and 
developing countries, the world’s progress in re-
ducing extreme poverty could be jeopardized. To 
keep the momentum, countries need to invest in 
people, foster inclusive growth, and build resilient 
societies.” The upswing in commodity export-
ers has stagnated, while activity in commodity 
importers is decelerating. Per capita growth will 
be insufficient to narrow the income gap with 
advanced economies in about 35 percent of 
emerging market and developing economies in 
2019, with the share increasing to 60 percent 
in countries affected by fragility, conflict, and 
violence. A number of developments could act as 
a further brake on activity. A sharper tightening in 
borrowing costs could depress capital inflows and 
lead to slower growth in many emerging market 
and developing economies.

Past increases in public and private debt could 
heighten vulnerability to swings in financing con-
ditions and market sentiment. Intensifying trade 
tensions could result in weaker global growth 
and disrupt globally interconnected value chains. 
Robust economic growth is essential to reducing 
poverty and boosting shared prosperity, said 
World Bank Group Vice President for Equitable 
Growth, Finance and Institutions, Ceyla Pazarba-
sioglu. As the outlook for the global economy has 
darkened, strengthening contingency planning, 
facilitating trade, and improving access to finance 
will be crucial to navigate current uncertainties 
and invigorate growth.

The informal sector accounts for about 70 
percent of employment and 30 percent of GDP 
in emerging market and developing economies. 
Since it is associated with lower productivity and 
tax revenues and greater poverty and inequal-
ity, this is symptomatic of opportunities lost. 
Reducing tax and regulatory burdens, improving 
access to finance, offering better education and 
public services, and strengthening public revenue 
frameworks could level the playing field between 
formal and informal sectors.

Debt vulnerabilities in low-income countries 
are rising. While borrowing has enabled many 
countries to tackle important development needs, 
the median debt-to-GDP ratio of low-income 
countries has climbed, and the composition of 
debt has shifted toward more expensive market-
based sources of financing. These economies 
should focus on mobilizing domestic resources, 
strengthening debt and investment management 
practices and building more resilient macro-fiscal 
frameworks. Sustaining historically low and stable 
inflation is not guaranteed in emerging market 
and developing economies. Cyclical pressures that 
have depressed inflation over the past decade are 
gradually dissipating. The long-term factors that 
have helped reduce inflation over the past five 
decades – global trade and financial integration, 

widespread adoption of robust monetary policy 
frameworks – may lose momentum or reverse. 
Maintaining low global inflation may become as 
much of a challenge as achieving it.

Policies aimed at softening the blow of 
global food price swings can have unintended 
consequences if implemented by many govern-
ments in uncoordinated fashion. Government 
interventions can provide short-term relief, but 
widespread actions are likely to exacerbate food 
price spikes, with heaviest impact on the poor. 
For example, trade policies introduced during 
the 2010-11 food price spike may have accounted 
for more than one-quarter of the increase in the 

world price of wheat and maize. The 2010-11 
food price spike tipped 8.3 million people (almost 
1 percent of the world’s poor) into poverty.

Designing tax and social policies to level the 
playing field for formal and informal sectors as 
well as strengthening domestic revenue mobiliza-
tion and debt management will be important 
priorities for policymakers to overcome the chal-
lenges associated with informality in developing 
economies,” said World Bank Prospects Group 
Director Ayhan Kose. As the economic outlook 
dims, such efforts become even more important.

East Asia and Pacific: East Asia and Pacific 
remains one of the world’s fastest-growing de-
veloping regions. Regional growth is expected to 
moderate to 6 percent in 2019, assuming broadly 
stable commodity prices, a moderation in global 
demand and trade, and a gradual tightening of 
global financial conditions. Growth in China 
is expected to slow to 6.2 percent this year as 
domestic and external rebalancing continue. 
The rest of the region is expected to grow at 5.2 
percent in 2019 as resilient demand offsets the 
negative impact of slowing exports. Indonesia’s 
growth is expected to hold steady at 5.2 percent. 
The expansion of the Thai economy is expected 
to slow in 2019 to 3.8 percent.

The lingering effects of financial stress in Turkey 
are anticipated to weigh on regional growth this 
year, slowing it to 2.3 percent in 2019. Turkey 
is forecast to experience weak activity and slow 
to a 1.6 percent pace due to high inflation, high 
interest rates, and low confidence, dampening 
consumption and investment. Growth in the 
western part of the region, excluding Turkey, is 
projected to slow. Poland is anticipated to slow to 
4 percent as Euro Area growth slows. Growth in 
the eastern part of the region is also anticipated 
to slow as large economies including Russia, 
Kazakhstan, and Ukraine decelerate.

Regional growth is projected to advance to a 

1.7 percent pace this year, supported mainly by a 
pickup in private consumption.  Brazil is forecast 
to expand 2.2 percent, assuming fiscal reforms 
are quickly put in place, and that a recovery of 
consumption and investment will outweigh cut-
backs to government spending. In Mexico, policy 
uncertainty and the prospect of still subdued 
investment is expected to keep growth at a mod-
erate 2 percent, despite the fall in trade-related 
uncertainty following the announcement of the 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement. Argentina is 
forecast to contract by 1.7 percent as deep fiscal 
consolidation leads to a loss of employment and 
reduced consumption and investment.

Regional growth is projected to rise to 1.9 
percent in 2019. Despite slower global trade 
growth and tighter external financing conditions, 
domestic factors, particularly policy reforms, 
are anticipated to bolster growth in the region. 
Growth among oil exporters is expected to pick 
up slightly this year, as GCC countries as a group 
accelerate to a 2.6 percent rate from 2 percent in 
2018. Iran is forecast to contract by 3.6 percent in 
2019 as sanctions bite. Algeria is forecast to ease 
to 2.3 percent after a rise in government spending 
last year tapers off. Egypt is forecast to accelerate 
to 5.6 percent growth this fiscal year as invest-
ment is supported by reforms that strengthen 
the business climate and as private consumption 
picks up. Regional growth is expected to ac-
celerate to 7.1 percent in 2019, underpinned by 
strengthening investment and robust consump-
tion. India is forecast to accelerate to 7.3 percent 
in FY 2018/19 as consumption remains robust 
and investment growth continues, Bangladesh 
is expected to slow to 7 percent in FY2018/19 as 
activity is supported by strong private consump-
tion and infrastructure spending. Pakistan’s 
growth is projected to decelerate to 3.7 percent in 
FY2018/19, with financial conditions tightening 
to help counter rising inflation and external vul-
nerabilities. Sri Lanka is anticipated to speed up 
slightly to 4 percent in 2019, supported by robust 
domestic demand and investment boosted by 
infrastructure projects. Nepal’s post-earthquake 
momentum is forecast to moderate, and growth 
should slow to 5.9 percent in FY2018/19.

Regional growth is expected to accelerate to 
3.4 percent in 2019, predicated on diminished 
policy uncertainty and improved investment in 
large economies together with continued robust 
growth in non-resource intensive countries. 
Growth in Nigeria is expected to rise to 2.2 
percent in 2019, assuming that oil production 
will recover and a slow improvement in private 
demand will constrain growth in the non-oil 
industrial sector. Angola is forecast to grow 2.9 
percent in 2019 as the oil sector recovers as 
new oil fields come on stream and as reforms 
bolster the business environment. South Africa is 
projected to accelerate modestly to a 1.3 percent 
pace, amid constraints on domestic demand and 
limited government spending.
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after a rise in government 
spending last year tapers off.
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Shavkat Mirziyoyev, has won a crushing 
presidential election victory to succeed the 
late Islam Karimov in December 20216. The 
election of Shavkat Mirziyoyev as the president 

of Uzbekistan, underscored the need for com-
prehensive reforms in the country. Uzbekistan, 
a major grower of cotton and a producer of 
natural gas, borders Afghanistan and lies in 
a strategic region where Russia, China, and 
the west vie for influence. It is a member 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, 
which includes Russia and China, but pulled 
out of the Russia-dominated Collective 
Security Treaty Organisation for the second 

time in 2012. In a speech in September 2016, 
Mirziyoyev said that strengthening ties with 
neighbouring central Asian states was “the 
main priority” for Uzbekistan’s foreign policy 
and has won praise for apparent steps in that 
direction.

Shavkat Mirziyoyev was born on July 24, 
1957, in Zaamin district of Jizzakh region 
in the family of doctors. He is an ethnic 
Uzbek, and holds higher education. In 1981 
he graduated from the Tashkent Institute 
of Engineers of Irrigation and Mechaniza-
tion of Agriculture, and received a degree 
in mechanical engineer. He holds a title of 
Academic Candidate (PhD) in Technical 
Sciences, and Associate Professor. Shavkat 

Mirziyoyev started his career in 1981 at the 
Tashkent Institute of Engineers of Irrigation 
and Mechanization of Agriculture, where he 
worked as a junior research fellow, senior 
lecturer, associate professor, and eventually 
Vice Rector for academic affairs. In 1990, he 

was elected deputy of the Supreme Council 
of the republic, and at the same time served 
as Chairman of the Credentials Committee.

In 1992, Shavkat Mirziyoyev was appointed 
hokim (governor) of Mirzo Ulugbek district 
of Tashkent city. In 1996-2001, he worked as 
hokim of Jizzakh region, in 2001-2003 hokim 
of Samarkand region, and made a great con-
tribution to the socio-economic development 
of the above-mentioned districts and regions. 

First Lady and President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev & Ziroatkhon Hoshimova

Computer Channel
Highlight

Computer Channel
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correction: December 2016
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While working in the executive branch, at the 
same time as deputy of the Oliy Majlis of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan in 1995-2003, he was 
actively and fruitfully involved in the elabora-
tion and adoption of important legislative acts 
directed at the political and socio-economic 
development of the country and the imple-
mentation of democratic reforms. Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev was approved as the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Uzbekistan in 2003, 
and three times (in 2005, 2010, and 2015) 
was reapproved in his post by both houses of 
the Oliy Majlis.

Mirziyoyev is married and has two daugh-
ters, one son and five grandchildren. His wife, 
Ziroatkhon Hoshimova, has a qualification of 
an engineer-economist. She is a housewife. 
She was born in the city of Kokand in the Fer-
ghana valley. According to the media sources, 
the president of Uzbekistan met his future 
wife at the Tashkent Institute of Irrigation 
and Melioration, from which he graduated in 
1981.  Shavkat Mirziyoyev was teaching at the 
university, and his future wife was in the status 
of a student at that time. Their three children, 
Shakhnoza Mirziyoyeva, Saida Mirziyoyeva 
and Alisher Mirziyoyev can also said to be at 
distance when it comes to media appearances.

Ziroatkhon Hoshimova used to avoid media 
and public appearances when her husband 
was the Prime Minister of the country but can 
be seen accompanying her husband during 
foreign visits after becoming the president of 
Uzbekistan.  She was given special coverage 
during her visit to India with her husband in 
September last year. During visit the couple 
visited Taj Mahal and expressed admiration 
for the the master piece as they spent some 
30 minutes at the 17th century Mughal monu-
ment. At Taj Mahal, Mirziyoyev got his pic-
tures clicked with his wife at the ‘Diana seat’. 
First Lady of Turkey Emine Erdogan, who 
was accompanying President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on his official visit to Uzbekistan 
in April 2018, met First Lady Ziroatkhon 
Hoshimova of Uzbekistan.

Following the meeting, First Lady Erdogan, 
who was hosted by First Lady Hoshimova, 
visited an art gallery in Tashkent, which 
contains contemporary art pieces, and 

watched a fashion show of national dresses of 
Uzbekistan. In November 2017, First lady of 
South Korea, Kim Jung-sook met Uzbekistan’s 
first lady Ziroatkhon Hoshimova. During 
their meeting at Cheong Wa Dae in Seoul, 
Ziroatkhon Hoshimova said,” The people of 
Uzbekistan think well of the Koreans living 
in Uzbekistan.

It seems that the Korean people and Uz-
bekistani citizens are similar. There are many 
cultural and historical similarities, in addition 
to traditions and customs that are very similar. 
In particular, it seems that the tradition of re-
specting one’s elders is very similar. Personally, 
our relationship with Korea is quite deep. My 
children have lived here in Korea. Even my 
little granddaughter was born in Korea. I have 
also come to Korea many times. Korea is my 
second-most loved country, after Uzbekistan”. 
“Thank you. I have heard about your daughter 
and granddaughter. I can truly feel this. Today 
is a cold day, but my heart is very warm,” said 
first lady Kim Jung-sook in response.

Uzbekistan remains the only country in the 
post-Soviet space that, despite the difficult 
transition period, despite the limited funds, 
has raised the concern for strengthening the 

family, women, creating all the necessary con-
ditions for healthy and happy motherhood and 
childhood as a state policy. State programs, 
successfully implemented in recent years in 
the country, are aimed at this. Special atten-
tion of the President of the country Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev is paid to the issues of increasing 
the role of the family in the development of 
society. This idea sounds almost in all the 
speeches of the head of our state, where the 
urgent task is “to strengthen the foundations 
of the family, to create a calm, friendly and 
supportive atmosphere, to fill the content of 
spiritual and educational work with concrete 
content.”

Mirziyoyev’s attempts at reforms in Uzbeki-
stan have been welcomed by most of the major 
international financial institutions.  On Janu-
ary 18, a delegation of the World Bank headed 
by its CEO, Kristalina Georgieva, paid a visit 
to the Uzbek capital. In Tashkent, Georgieva 
met with Mirziyoyev and members of the 
government and parliament, as well as with 
representatives of the private sector. Georgieva 
expressed her support for the recent reforms 
aimed at improving the state of Uzbek econ-
omy and private services. “The leadership of 
Uzbekistan continues to implement ambitious 
reforms. The country is on the right track with 
projected economic growth at the level of 5.6% 
in 2018. The continuation of bold economic 
and social reforms, the improvement of the 
business environment and the strengthening 
of the corresponding institutional mechanisms 
will stimulate the inflow of additional invest-
ments into the private sector, economic growth 
and job creation,” she said during the visit. 
Today, Uzbekistan has reached a qualitatively 
new level of development of society, where the 
main link is the institution of the family. There 
is no doubt that strengthening the position of 
the national agency, which will develop and 
evaluate policy, research on family issues, and 
promote healthy families, will ensure long-
term results important for the country.
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A s an Arab country that has 
developed in a short period 
of time, Oman has success-
fully maintained its identity, 
unique culture, traditions and 

heritage. This hard work and determination of 
the Omani people was lead by the clear vision 
of Qaboos Bin Said, the Sultan of Oman. The 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said Bin Taimur Al Said 
was born in Salalah in Dhofar in southern 
Oman in 1940. He is the 8th descendant 
of the Royal Al Busaidi family, which was 
founded by Imam Ahmed Bin Said in 1744. 
Sultan Qaboos is the longest serving leader in 
the Arab world, as he has been in the office for 

nearly 48 years. He attended the Royal Mili-
tary Academy Sandhurst in his twenties, and 
then joined the British Army after graduation. 
He also studied in England in 1966 before 
returning to Oman. Sultan Qaboos seized 
power in a coup against his father, Said Bin 
Taimur, in 1970.

Before July 1970, Oman was a very under-
developed country that lacked infrastructure, 
paved roads, educational institutions, health-
care and work opportunities except for farm-
ing and fishing. With the political isolation 
that separated it from other countries, there 
seemed to be no future. Sultan Qaboos began 
the production of oil and used its revenues to 
modernize Oman. He laid a modern infra-
structure, built schools, universities, hotels, 

hospitals, banks, ports and airports. He also 
established the Omani Rial as the national 
currency of the country, abolished slavery and 
changed the political system to an absolute 
monarchy.

 He united the country, naming it the 
‘Sultanate of Oman’ instead of ‘Muscat and 
Oman’, and named Muscat as the capital city. 
His policies have proved popular in spite of 
the lack of a democratic government. He in-
stigated the use of oil revenues to develop the 
country’s infrastructure and modernised the 
government structure with the establishment 
of a Consultative Assembly in 1981, replaced 
by the Consultative Council - the majlis al-
shura - in 1990 and the Council of State in 
1997.

Sultan Qaboos Bin 
Said Al Said

An Enlightened Leader
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Over a period fast approaching four decades, 
Oman has witnessed a period of transforma-
tion unparalleled in its history, taking it from 
international obscurity to the frontline of 
regional politics, and international recognition 
as a measured exponent of stability, peace and 
diplomacy. Sultan Qaboos’ mission has been 
to build the nation the state, its people and 
its society and to work for security, prosperity, 
progress and the restoration of its interna-
tional standing. His Majesty has devoted the 
greater part of his life so far to achieving this 
end. Over the past 46 years Oman has grown 
to maturity and reinforced the foundations of 
the nation’s future development. Despite the 
difficulties facing the country at the beginning 
of the 1970s, His Majesty resolved to include 
every citizen in the new Oman.

He pardoned those who had made mistakes 
and forged the path to national unity, a vital 
prerequisite for development. And, although 
the region has witnessed various challenges 
over the years, Oman has remained an oasis 
of security, stability and peace. “The develop-
ment of the Omani individual, the formation 
of character, education and training are at the 
forefront of the noble goals that we constantly 
seek to achieve in order to provide everybody 
in this fine country of ours with a decent, 
prosperous life,” His Majesty once said.

Human development has been a corner-
stone in construction of the Omani state. 
General and Basic education are available for 
everybody of school age and there are also 
thousands of students in higher education at 
the country’s colleges and universities. High 
priority is attached to training young Omanis 
in the knowledge and technical skills required 
by the changing labour market and the coun-
try’s sustainable development programmes. 
Moving with the times and remaining open 
to change will keep Oman and its people at 

the cutting edge of development.
Omanis celebrate November, 18 every year 

– the Sultan’s birthday – and consider it to be 
their National Day. Parades, performances, 
and celebrations take place, and it is usually a 
day off. Omanis also celebrate July, 23 every 
year, as it is the day His Majesty came to reign 
in 1970, and consider it to be their Renais-
sance Day.

The whole country turns into a big party, 
filled with happiness, festivals and celebra-
tions to show gratitude to the modern country 
Oman has become, and the great life Omanis 
are living. Women, who make up half the 
population of Oman, have been playing an in-
creasingly full role in the country’s life and its 
economic and social development. They enjoy 
the right to vote and stand for membership of 
the Consultation Council (Majlis A’Shura) and 
occupy around a fifth of the seats on the State 
Council (Majlis A’Dawla), whose members are 
appointed by His Majesty.

Women hold a significant number of gov-
ernment offices, including top positions in 
the state’s administrative apparatus, the dip-
lomatic corps, the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
and in several other fields. Sultan Qaboos has 
sought to ensure that all citizens are effective 
partners in the decision making process, 
whether at government or municipality level, 
or through the Sultanate’s consultative institu-
tions the State Council (Majlis A’Dawla) and 
the Consultation Council (Majlis A’Shura). 
Oman’s consultative process is deeply rooted 
in its heritage and history.

Over the years, mutual consultation, joint 
action and co-operation between the people 
and the state’s administrative bodies have 
become firmly established principles. With 
its candid, unambiguous policies, Oman’s 
dealings with all countries in the region and 
the wider world are based on mutual respect, 
neighbourly relations and common interests. 
Thanks to its cordial, trouble free relations 
with other states, the Sultanate is well placed 
to offer assistance in matters of diplomacy. 
The Sultanate and its leadership enjoy the 
confidence and respect of Arab, regional and 
international players.

As His Majesty once revealed, “We live in 
a world of overlapping and interconnected 
interests and policies, and our co-operation 
with this world is based on the Sultanate’s 
higher interests and designed to help promote 
security and prosperity across the globe. These 
policies have earned our country the respect 
and admiration of the international commu-
nity. It is vitally important that there should 
be co-operation and the pursuit of mutual 
interests between states within a framework 
of peace and harmony.”

The relationship between His Majesty 
the Sultan and the people of Oman can be 
summed up in three words: simplicity, spon-
taneity and directness. This is also the aim 
for relations between government officials 
whatever their level and individual private 
citizens. In building a better and stronger 
Oman all citizens are on the same side, and 
this directive comes right from the top.
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As expected, Theresa May 
survived her no-confidence 
vote. Markets were largely 
unruffled; the pound rose 
slightly, trading 0.1% higher 

at $ 1.2866 , and the yield on UK govern-
ment gilts held steady. But market calmness 
belies the coming storm. Theresa May’s 
victory does not change the situation. The 
UK is still heading inexorably for a no-deal 
Brexit on March 29. There is also a general 
feeling that the risk of no-deal Brexit has 
reduced and a softer Brexit has become more 
likely.

The outlook for UK assets has improved; 
the pound, the FTSE and UK financial assets 
can be expected to rally in the short-term at 
least. Indeed, based on these latest develop-
ments, most scenarios favour sterling and 
UK stocks as they are currently undervalued. 
Market bullishness also appears to stem 
from May’s call for cross-party cooperation 
in her statement to parliament after the no 
confidence vote. Her deal, which attempted 
to reconcile the conflicting interests of hard 
and soft Brexiters in the Conservative party, 
has been resoundingly rejected by Parlia-
ment.

Theresa May and senior Cabinet ministers 
are meeting representatives of other par-
ties in a bid to find consensus to break the 
parliamentary deadlock over Brexit. But 
Labour accused the Prime Minister of failing 
to show good faith by insisting that she will 
not drop her negotiating red lines. Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn is refusing to meet 
Mrs May until she takes the prospect of a 
no-deal Brexit off the table, and was instead 
going on the offensive by delivering a speech 
in a marginal Conservative constituency.

A Conservative Right to Vote campaign for 
a second EU referendum was launched by 
MP Phillip Lee, who claimed support for 
a so-called People’s Vote was growing fast 
among his colleagues on the Tory benches. 
After seeing off a vote of no-confidence in 
her Government on Wednesday, Mrs May 
invited the other party leaders for individual 
talks to find a way forward on Brexit.

Former British Prime Minister John Major 
has urged Theresa May to drop her red lines 
on Brexit or allow parliament to find a way 
forward to avoid a damaging no-deal depar-
ture from the European Union in March. 
Major said he compromised on key decisions 
on the Northern Irish peace process and the 
first Gulf War while prime minister between 
1990 and 1997, and May should do the same 
after her Brexit plan was rejected by a huge 
majority in parliament. Her deal is dead and 
I don’t think honestly that tinkering with it 
is going to make very much difference if any 

difference at all, Major, who campaigned to 
stay in the EU ahead of the 2016 referen-
dum.

Brexit is a word used as a shorthand way 
of saying the UK leaving the EU merging 
the words Britain and exit to get Brexit, in 
the same way as a possible Greek exit from 
the euro was dubbed Grexit in the past.  
The Oxford English Dictionary awarded 
this honour to Peter Wilding when it added 
Brexit to its volumes recently. Wilding is the 
founder and director of the British Influence 
think tank - and campaigned for the UK to 
Remain in the EU in June’s referendum.

A referendum a vote in which everyone 
(or nearly everyone) of voting age can take 
part was held on Thursday 23 June, 2016, 
to decide whether the UK should leave or 
remain in the European Union. Leave won 
by 51.9% to 48.1%. The referendum turnout 
was 71.8%, with more than 30 million people 
voting. England voted for Brexit, by 53.4% 
to 46.6%. Wales also voted for Brexit, with 
Leave getting 52.5% of the vote and Remain 
47.5%. Scotland and Northern Ireland both 
backed staying in the EU. Scotland backed 
Remain by 62% to 38%, while 55.8% in 
Northern Ireland voted Remain and 44.2% 
Leave.

The markets and the oddsmakers were 
caught off guard by the UK’s vote to leave the 
European Union. The immediate reaction in 
the financial markets was swift and violent 
owing to the surprise. Financial markets 

        & Global 
Economic Impacts
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will likely calm somewhat after a period 
of shock and awe, but will find themselves 
settling into an entirely new vector of macro-
economic and geopolitical uncertainty. The 
Brexit vote undoubtedly emboldened other 
EU skeptic parties, particularly in the Euro-
zone heart of the EU. Other exit referendums 
arose in the coming months to years.

The UK faced an additional exit referen-
dum from Scotland. The process of Brexit 
is without precedent, with only the most 
general timetable outlined in the Treaty of 
Lisbon. The financial market reaction also 
fed into the far-flung macroeconomic conse-
quences of Brexit. For example, a sharp and 
sustained rise in the value of the US dollar 
versus the euro put added pressure on the 
weak US manufacturing sector just as it 
seemed to find a new footing. This puts ad-
ditional downward pressure on historically 
weak US growth momentum.

As the date for Britain’s exit from the 
European Union inches closer, the UK is in 
turmoil over how exactly that withdrawal 
will look as two high-profile pro-Brexit lead-
ers, David Davis and Boris Johnson, quitted 
the cabinet and British Prime Minister The-
resa May released a white paper outlining 
the government’s vision for its post-Brexit 
relationship with the European Union. The 
renewed risk of a no-deal Brexit, in which 
Britain would leave the EU without having 
reached an agreement on its ties to the rest 
of Europe, has become uncomfortably high.

For the UK to leave the EU it had to invoke 
Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty which gives 
the two sides two years to agree the terms 
of the split. Theresa May triggered this 
process on 29 March, 2017, meaning the 
UK is scheduled to leave at 11pm UK time 
on Friday, 29 March 2019. A European court 
has ruled that the UK can decide to stop the 
process. Alternatively it can be extended if all 
28 EU members agree, but at the moment 
all sides are focusing on that date as being 
the key one, and Theresa May has put it into 
British law.

As per announcement the deadline for 
Britain’s withdrawal is March 29, 2019. 
Though a lot remains up in the air right now, 
it seems clear that in our global economy 
we can expect Brexit to affect the finance 
industry and real estate market, as well as 
trigger a possible global shift in financial 
power and economic stability.  The impact 
of Brexit has found that disruptions to the 
level of market access in financial services are 
economically costly, with the UK bearing the 
brunt of the negative ramifications.

In such a situation, Britain experiences a 
direct loss of financial services activity and 
also loses from the wider fragmentation 
of EU financial markets. If British banks 
are not granted the extra benefits they are 
seeking in a financial relationship with the 
EU, this could give US and Asian financial 
institutions a boost in Europe by opening 
up competition. That could potentially have 

a negative effect on British banks such as 
HSBC and Barclays both in terms of their 
bottom line and their capacity and appetite 
for loan origination.

The uncertainty surrounding a financial 
services arrangement has already begun to 
set off a domino effect, with many banks 
putting more resources into European hubs 
outside London– a trend that may very well 
unseat London as Europe’s financial capital. 
It may also have negative repercussions on 
the British economy and, by extension, the 
global economy, and shift the political and fi-
nancial landscape in Europe and around the 
world. London has flourished as a financial 
center partly because global banks have been 
able to use the city as a base from which to 
sell their services throughout the European 
Union. But that is looking more and more 
like history, the city’s status as a banking hub 
is under threat.

Finance and related professional ser-
vices bring about $ 248 billion annually 
into Britain, representing 12% of the British 
economy. Within the EU, the UK hosts the 
largest financial services sector accounting 
for 24% of the gross value added produced 
by that sector in the EU in 2015. At 15.9%, 
Germany came in a distant second, and was 
followed by France, Italy and the Nether-
lands. Now that London’s standing in the 
finance world is being threatened by the 
specter of restricted access to the EU market. 
London may lose 10,000 banking jobs and 
20,000 roles in financial services, with $2.1 
trillion of assets potentially being moved out 
of the UK due to Brexit.

Now question is which city is next in line 
to become Europe’s financial center. For a 
while it was looking like Frankfurt would 
replace London as the financial capital of 
Europe, with the Association of Foreign 
Banks in Germany saying in March it 

expects about 20 banks to expand their pres-
ence in Germany after Brexit and thousands 
of new finance-related jobs to be created in 
Frankfurt. Morgan Stanley, for instance, has  
chosen Frankfurt as the site for a second 
European hub in addition to London, and 
may relocate 200 employees out of Britain.

A global shift away from London could well 
have negative repercussions on British-based 
financial institutions and corporations, the 
City of London, the British economy and the 
health of the pound. But the dominos may 
not stop there. The interconnectedness of 
our global economy indicates that those re-
percussions may easily spread to the EU and 
the rest of the world. The British economy 
may experience such a major downturn and 
it will have an impact on global growth, and 
so Brexit could hurt everybody a bit. Britain’s 
close economic ties with the EU market 
mean that not only does the UK need to 
worry about basics like food supply, but the 
European Union as Britain’s biggest trading 
partner, accounting for 44% of UK exports 
also has cause of for concern.

US-based banks are hardly immune 
either; major US investment banks have 
been using London as a base for European 
capital markets, with 80% of their EMEA 
(Europe, Middle East and Africa) revenues 
generated in the UK as of 2014. The impact 
of Brexit is not necessarily going to be nega-
tive all around, of course. For instance, while 
some investors and lenders may turn their 
backs on what they fear is a sinking Britain, 
opportunistic investors may see UK proper-
ties or shares of UK-based corporations as 
undervalued and rush to buy at attractive 
yields..

The writer is Head of International Affairs Desk 
at Mélange Int’l Magazine & Center of Pakistan 

and International Relations (COPAIR)
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As the United States endures the 
longest shutdown in its history, 
Americans are getting a taste 
of life without government. 
The absence of some services 

are clearly visible, such as a buildup of trash at 
national parks or longer lines at airport security 
checkpoints. Others, like those felt primarily by 
businesses, are less noticeable but arguably more 
important, such as an inability to get a small 
business loanor limited service from the IRS, 
Securities and Exchange Commission and other 
key agencies. Collectively they show that gov-
ernment matters. But once the shutdown ends 
and the memories of the pain and discomfort 
it caused begin to fade, the visceral reminder 
Americans got of this message may fade with it.

In its fifth week, the partial government 
shutdown is inflicting far greater damage on 
the US economy than previously estimated, the 
White House acknowledges, as President Donald 
Trump’s economists doubled projections of how 

much economic growth is being lost each week 
the standoff with Democrats continues. The 
revised estimates from the Council of Economic 
Advisers show that the shutdown, is beginning to 
have real economic consequences. The analysis, 
and other projections from outside the White 
House, suggests that the shutdown has already 
weighed significantly on growth and could ulti-
mately push the US economy into a contraction.

Similarly, Gold held steady, supported by a 
softer dollar due to concerns the prolonged 
US government shutdown will limit economic 
growth even as concerns of slowing global growth 
grew. Spot gold was mostly steady at $1,281.54 
per ounce, as of 0717 GMT, while US gold futures 
were down 0.2 percent at $1,281 per ounce. 
Rising economic and geopolitical uncertainties, 
a more dovish Federal Reserve and waning US 
dollar strength continue to underpin gold prices.

However, the recent rebound in equity markets 
limits further upside. The US dollar index, which 
measures the greenback against a basket of six 
major currencies, was hamstrung versus its rivals. 
However, Asian shares rose on Thursday after 
Wall Street managed to end higher. The issue for 
gold is (that) there is a very heavy resistance seen 
around $1,290 and $1,310. A further weaken-
ing of the US dollar could be supportive. But we 

need something to really push gold through the 
resistance level.

Moreover, the US President Donald Trump 
said that the United States was doing well in 
trade talks with China, saying at a White House 
event that China  very much wants to make a 
deal. A prolonged US government shutdown, 
however, reminded investors of risks to growth to 
the economy.  Meanwhile, investor focus turned 
to the European Central Bank (ECB), which 
is widely expected to keep its monetary policy 
unchanged at its first policy meeting of 2019.
Market  watchers also expect ECB to acknowl-
edge growing threats to the euro zone economy.

Technically, spot gold may retest a support at 
$1,278 per ounce, a break below which could 
cause a loss to the next support at $1,266, ac-
cording to Reuters analyst Wang Tao. Among 
other metals, palladium, which hit a record high 
of $1,434.50 an ounce last week on low invento-
ries and rising demand, was steady at $1,346 an 
ounce. Silver was down 0.3 percent $15.33 an 
ounce, while platinum rose 0.3 percent to $796.

Till now, the partial shutdown, has left about 
800,000 government employees either fur-
loughed or working without pay, affecting more 
than 10 agencies. This has resulted in the slowing 
or halting of a great deal of activity, including food 

Global Impacts of the 
Prolonged US Shutdown
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safety inspections, initial public offerings on the 
stock market and the approval of new craft beers. 
And these costs are felt by citizens as the risks 
grow to their food, the environment and other 
things. Economists warn that long-term impacts 
could also undermine confidence as businesses, 
consumers and investors lose faith in political 
leaders’ ability to make constructive policies.

The White House’s own economists estimate 
that every week of shutdown reduces growth by 
0.13 percentage point, meaning the economy 
has already taken a hit of half a percent. If it goes 
for another week, total costs could exceed $6 
billion, which is more than what the president is 
demanding for his border wall.  And yet Ameri-
cans won’t even know the actual impact because 
many of the government workers whose job it 
is to collect and measure economic activity have 
been sent home. While the shutdown crystallizes 
what the absence of government feels like, the 
debate over its proper role in business is as old 
as the American Republic.

For example, Alexander Hamilton, the nation’s 
first Treasury secretary, wrote eloquently about 
the need for the government to get involved in 
markets, specifically through the establishment 
of a national bank. He called it a key public insti-
tution that “facilitates and extends the operations 
of commerce among individuals. Industry is in-
creased, commodities are multiplied, agriculture 
and manufacturers flourish: and herein consists 
the true wealth and prosperity of a state. Beyond 
a central bank, public goods often require the 
protection of a set of laws. Examples include the 
environment, national defense, national parks, 
consumer protection and advanced research that 
helps seed inventions and create the industries 
of our future.

In his book The Fifth Risk, author Michael 
Lewis, details many of the important yet 
little-noticed functions that government agen-
cies handle better than private industry, such as 
the protection of food safety or the oversight of 

spent nuclear resources. Further, he shows how 
a functioning economy depends on civil servants 
using the best data and science available to pro-
vide vital services to all Americans. To offer just 
one example of the federal government’s positive 
role in fostering innovation, its creation of the 
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency in 
1957 gave us the internet, GPS, stealth aircraft 
and countless other technologies used in non-
defense sectors today.

On the flip side, the absence of proper 
regulation can lead to serious economic and 
personal damage, as we saw during the global 
financial crisis a decade ago. And only govern-
ment – through regulatory agencies and smartly 
designed laws is in a position to prevent another 
crisis. Indeed, fears are growing that another one 
may be on the horizon as a result of Wall Street 
excesses or financial bubbles in housing or debt. 
The point is that in all these cases, the question is 
not about no government but about how much, 
what kind and which level (state or federal).

In a latest development, chairman of the White 
House Council of Economic Advisers Kevin 
Hassett has said that the economic growth in the 
United States would slow to as little 0 percent in 
the first quarter of 2019 if the partial shutdown 
of the federal government continues. If [the 
shutdown] extended for the whole quarter, and 
given the fact that the first quarter tends to be 
low, we could end up with a number close to zero, 
Hassett said in an interview with CNN.

Though Hassett conceded that the ongoing 
shutdown would likely take a toll on the US 
economy, he insisted that growth would return 
to normal levels once the government reopens.

Meanwhile, addressing the ongoing shutdown, 
Congressman Hakeem Jeffries said during a 
news conference on Capitol Hill that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s State of the Union address 
is unlikely to occur on the floor of the House of 
Representatives.

Unless the government is reopened, it is highly 

unlikely that the State of the Union is going 
to take place on the floor of the United States 
House of Representatives, Jeffries, who is the 
House Democratic Caucus chair, said. Trump’s 
State of the Union speech to Congress is tenta-
tively planned for Tuesday. However, House of 
Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi has asked 
the president to postpone the address until the 
partial shutdown of the federal government ends.

On Tuesday, media reports suggested that 
Trump is preparing two State of the Union 
speeches for next week, one in case he delivers 
his address in Congress and another for delivery 
at a rally somewhere outside of Washington, DC. 
The US federal government has been partially 
shut down since December 22 as a result of a 
dispute over the wall between Trump and Con-
gress. Trump has asked Congress to authorize 
$5.7 billion to build the wall, but Democrats have 
refused to meet the demand.

The data releases about the US government 
shutdown by the University of Michigan Index, 
the latest results point to a US economy dealing 
with multiple bearish factors. The University of 
Michigan Index is out. Due to the partial gov-
ernment shutdown, as widely expected, the last 
update is ugly. The consumer index fell to 90.7 
in January versus 98.3 in December, well below 
the consensus of 96.8. The index was affected by 
a combination of negative factors: the shutdown, 
financial market turmoil, higher tariffs and the 
global economic slowdown.  Despite this sharp 
drop, it remains at a very elevated level which is 
consistent with well-oriented spending growth 
in coming months. It is likely that the Confer-
ence Board Consumer confidence index that is 
expected to be released on January 29 will follow 
the same downward trend.

Government shutdowns are rare. This one 
is unique because the US has never before 
experienced a shutdown under a unified 
government, a time when the White House 
and Congress are controlled by the same party. 
The policy consequences of this shutdown are 
likely to be minimal. And, the shutdown itself 
will also probably be short-lived. However, the 
political consequences and long-term optics may 
be significant and are more likely to negatively 
impact Republicans than Democrats. The top 
Democratic leaders in Congress issued a joint 
statement accusing Trump of plunging the 
country into chaos on Christmas Eve.

Democrats say the wall would be ineffective. 
The Trump administration signaled it would 
accept a package that included $2.5 billion in 
wall funding. Democrats argue that the admin-
istration only spent 6 percent of the $1.7 billion 
already allocated. They maintain that the wall is 
ineffective and wasteful. Even the conservative 
Heritage Foundation agrees. It says the money 
would be better spent on technology and agents 
to prevent illegal crossings. It advocates more 
enforcement to apprehend immigrants who 
overstay their visas.

================================
Writer is renowned educationist and research 
scholar with special focus on human resource 

development, education and social sector.
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Imran Khan’s victory speech from 
Bani Gala set future directions for the 
Pakistani foreign policy and it was well 
received in the neighbourhood and 
beyond; it was nicely crafted and de-

livered in an informal manner, touching many 
hearts and capitals around the world. While 
PTI put her best heads to form the govern-
ment, things were moving at fast pace in the 
foreign relations domain, with challenges and 
opportunities knocking at doors of Islamabad. 
Starting from India, the good will generated by 
IK’s speech has raised the bar of hope in South 
Asia; off course Pakistan would desire a peaceful 
neighbourhood and less hostility.

Pakistan ended the year 2018 on a high on 
the foreign policy front as Islamabad started 
to regain glory at the regional level. The year 
2018 which had not started off well with the 
US President Donald Trump’s announcement to 

cut off aid to Pakistan, ended on a positive note 
with Islamabad starting to make a comeback 
as a main player in the region. The US, which 
had discarded Pakistan in the outgoing year, 
returned to the talking terms after finding no 
way out in Afghanistan. Donald Trump wrote 
a letter to Prime Minister Imran Khan seeking 
help in resolving Afghanistan issue. PM Khan 
in response said that ‘the US has realised that 
peace cannot be attained in Afghanistan without 
Pakistan’s help.’

Pakistan has achieved marvelous progress on 
diplomatic front by dint of robust and proac-
tive foreign policy in a short period of Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI). The architects of foreign 
policy remained focused on improving ties with 
neighbours through confidence building meas-
ures as well as maintaining a balance in the ties 
with major powers of the world. Furthermore, 
distancing from the mutual disputes of brotherly 
Muslim countries and trying to play a mediatory 
role in these disputes was also main focus of 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi’s led 
foreign policy managers.

Foreign Minister Vice Chairman PTI, Makh-
doom Shah Mahmood Qureshi is a prominent 

politician of Pakistan and a seasoned diplomat 
as he had also been on the current portfolio 
in Pakistan People’s Party government from 
2008 to 2011. He has been elected 5 times as 
Member National Assembly from Multan in 
elections held in 1993, 2002, 2008, 2013 and 
2018 and has also served as the Minister of State 
for Parliamentary Affairs in the Federal Cabinet 
from 1993 to 1996.  He took oath of office as 
Minister for Foreign Affairs for the second time 
on 20th August 2018.

A slew of meetings with diplomats and digni-
taries from Iran, Saudi Arabia, USA, and China 
in quick succession have put PTI’s foreign policy 
positions through their first real test out in the 
open and beyond the contents of campaign 
speeches  Days after the American pair had left, 
Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi’s meeting 
with his Pakistani counterpart, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi served to reaffirm the strong ties be-
tween the two nations. The reassurances by the 
Mr Qureshi, that the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) will remain the top priority 
of the new government in Islamabad, echo the 
soaring platitudes bestowed by the previous 
government on the alliance. While increasing 

Shah Mehmood Qureshi
An Intelect Behind Pak Diplomatic Rewards
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Pakistani exports to China and setting up 
industry in Pakistan was quite appreciably 
discussed, a wide ranging review of the CPEC 
project which many people had hoped for may 
not materialise.

Perhaps it is only on the Middle Eastern front 
balancing the equation between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia where a change in policy was precipitate. 
The explicit support of Iran against US sanctions 
was a decisive step, which furthered the previous 
foreign policy of reeking regional cooperation 
with our western neighbour. While a quick visit 
to the kingdom bought up notions of further 
military assistance and cooperation with Saudi 
Arabia. There is a precarious balance here – as 
there always has been – but it can be skewed 
quite easily if the government wanted too.

As it stands; our foreign policy is one of conti-
nuity rather than of radical reform.

When PTI government took the charge of 
the helm of affairs of the country especially 
the foreign policy, Pakistan confronted numer-
ous challenges. Normalization of tension hit 
Pakistan-US ties remained the biggest challenge 
for both the countries in 2018. Pakistan-US 
relationship has been a roller coaster ride. It 
has faced many ups and downs. However both 
the allies of war against terror faced new heights 
of divergences. Imran-Pompeo call has stirred 
new controversy. This posed severe challenge 
to the new govt. for re-establishing a mutually 
beneficial and productive working relationship 
with the US. Since, the US is an important re-
gional and global power, her vitality for Pakistan 
cannot be neglected. Because, peace, stability 
and prosperity of Pakistan is directly linked with 
the conditions in the neighbouring country, 
Afghanistan, and the US is an important factor 
in Afghan war. Re-setting ties was major chal-
lenge for Pakistan and with proactive approach, 
now Pakistan has ably created a realization in 
the ranks of Trump administration that only 
road to durable Afghan peace passes through 
direct dialogue with Taliban. In this connection, 
Qureshi led team has almost convinced Taliban 
to hold parleys with the US officials.

There is no denying the fact that this relation-
ship must be guided by national interest and 
mutual respect and not by the humiliation and 
disrespect. The recent regional realignment, 
wherein US- India-Japan troika has emerged 
to counterweigh Russia-China-Pakistan bloc, 
was also a challenge for Pakistan’s foreign policy 
goals. If Pakistan wanted to exploit its geostrate-
gic location it had an opportunity in the shape of 
CPEC. For that to materialize, Pakistan should 
balance her relations with both the US and 
Russia. Though it seemed unrealistic, however, 
Pakistani foreign policy heads ensured that rela-
tions of a country vis-a-vis two major powers 
could be maintained on the basis of national 
interest, for example, though China is challeng-
ing the status quo of the US, despite being the 
competing rivals, both are engaged in bilateral 
trade. Therefore Pakistan endeavoured to bal-
ance her relations with the US on one hand and 
Russia on the other, while keeping her national 
interest uncompromised. She avoided to have 

close relationship with Russia at the expense of 
Pak- US relations or the vice versa.

Improvement in the Pak-India relations was 
another challenge for the new government; both 
the arch-rivals had gained nothing out of dec-
ades’ long animosity. Most of Pakistan’s domestic 
problems and issues with Afghanistan are still 
caused by Indo-Pak animosity. The Kashmir 
question is core issue. Without resolving this 
issue a long-lasting peace cannot be achieved 
between the two arch-rivals. However, Pakistani 
foreign policy drivers pushed India to the wall 
through dynamic actions and left no room of 
Indian diplomacy to work against Pakistan. This 
is why nowadays, Indian sole dependence of 
foreign policy is on Pakistan bashing but this 
narrative has stopped selling even inside India 
and it quite evident from recent Indian state 
elections’ results where the diehard Modi led 
BJP has been forced to lick the dust.

As regards Pak- Afghanistan relations, Paki-
stan wants peace in the neighbouring country 
and cordial relations. However, Taliban network, 
particularly Haqqani network, is the bone of 
contention. Afghanistan accuses Pakistan 
of supporting terrorist sanctuaries, whereas 
Pakistan categorically denies the Afghan 
allegations. There is no denying the fact that 
Pakistan wants peace, stability and prosperity 
of Afghanistan more than any other country 
in the region, because the goal of a peaceful 
Pakistan cannot be achieved if Afghanistan is 
not stabilised and developed. However, Paki-
stan wishes for a peaceful resolution of Afghan 
war. Since every dispute ends on a negotiated 
peace, therefore, Pakistan supports all peaceful 
initiatives for a peaceful settlement of Afghan 
war. The new government in of PTI proactively 
engaged Afghanistan to address their grievances 
and establish cordial relations between the two 
Muslim nations. Resultantly, now some sane 
pro Pakistan voices have also started emerging 
from arch rival Northern Alliance ranks too.

Third challenge for PTI government was 
taking forward all-weather tested Pakistan 

and China relations through further exploita-
tion her geostrategic location and developing 
economically; therefore it remained focused 
enthusiastically on China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), which is a game changer and 
provides opportunities for Pakistan to play an 
active role in the regional and global politico-
strategic landscape. In this connection, Shah 
Mehmood led team held numerous rounds of 
talks with Chinese leadership to expedite the 
pace of completion of projects under CPEC. 
Moreover, Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
as well as Army Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa remained in close contact with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and others. Close contact 
produced positive results of enhanced and 
increased trust level between both the countries 
for future collaboration and cooperation on 
diverse fields.

Another challenge on foreign policy level was 
to maintain a good repute internationally; for 
this purpose Foreign Minister Qureshi emphati-
cally worked on global perception management. 
Pakistan’s narrative of different issues was 
successfully propagated and exploited in her 
favour to achieve foreign policy objectives. Those 
objectives would never be accomplished without 
a diplomatically vibrant foreign office.

Currently, Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi is promoting a foreign policy of not 
relying on any one of the super powers. Instead, 
given geostrategic importance and Pakistan is 
adopting a holistic, pro-active and long-term 
foreign policy. Under a successful foreign policy, 
Pakistan is trying to have friendly relations with 
immediate neighbours, strengthening relations 
with the countries that share the unanimity of 
views on different regional and global issues; 
including Russia, China, Iran, and Turkey.

===========================
Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe 

& Coordinator Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR)
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SAIMA ZAMAN

T ehmina Janjua is a brilliant and 
intelligent career diplomat with 
excellent performance through-
out her service. She rose to the 
office of the foreign secretary 

in March 2017; thus became the first woman 
foreign secretary of Pakistan. Janjua replaced 
Aizaz Chaudhry, a career diplomat who was 
taken up charge as the new ambassador to the 
United States. Janjua was long considered a 
favourite for the position. Having joined the 
Foreign Service in 1984, Janjua’s experience has 
mainly been in multilateral diplomacy.

At the time of her appointment as Foreign 
Secretary, she was serving as Pakistan’s perma-
nent representative to the United Nations (UN) 
in Geneva. Having joined the Foreign Service 
in 1984, her experience has mainly been in 
multilateral diplomacy. Her only remarkable 
bilateral posting has been as ambassador to 

Rome from December 2011 to October 2015. 
Among her other overseas postings are stints 
at the UN in New York and Geneva. She had 
a long posting at the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe desk at the start of her Foreign Service 
career. At the headquarters, she worked as a 
director at the foreign secretary’s office, director 
general strategic planning, and as spokesperson 
in 2011.

Since taking charge of the top diplomat office, 
she has been vocal in highlighting Pakistani nar-
rative on almost every international forum or 
in bilateral meetings with other countries. For 
example in March last year, a Russian delega-
tion led by Security Council of the Russian Fed-
eration (SCRF) Deputy Secretary M M Popov, 
accompanied by SCRF Assistant Secretary A N 
Venediktov and T P Boykov discussed defence 
and security relations and expressed satisfaction 
on the current level of cooperation. She elabo-
rated on Pakistan’s improved security situation 
in the country and ongoing counter terrorism 
efforts and also expressed satisfaction at the 
increasing military and technical cooperation 
between Pakistan and Russia. The talks were 
marked by convergence of views between the 
two sides on various global and regional issues 

of mutual interest. The Russian side expressed 
deep appreciation and acknowledged Pakistan’s 
contribution and sacrifices in the fight against 
terrorism. They also recognised the need for 
joint efforts for peace, security and stability in 
the region.

In a similarly in May last year, during the in-
auguration ceremony of Legal Experts Group of 
SCO-Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) 
in Islamabad, Tehmina said that Pakistan was 
aware of the threats posed by terrorism in the 
region. Pakistan is willing to cooperate with 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
member states for elimination of terrorism from 
the region. Legal experts from the eight member 
states including China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
India, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan, as well as representatives of the SCO-
RATS Executive Committee will participate in 
the meeting, which continued till May 26.

The dignitaries discussed terrorist threats 
facing the region as well as to enhance counter 
terrorism cooperation between SCO member 
states. Speaking on the inaugural day, the 
foreign secretary said Pakistan has lost thou-
sands of citizens, security personnel and has 
suffered economic losses worth billions due to 

Tehmina Janjua;
A Staunch Defender of Pakistan’s Narrative
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the country’s fight against terrorism. She said 
terrorism could not be linked with any country, 
religion or nation. Pakistan has been able to 
turn the tide through comprehensive efforts 
of past several years and supported by a firm 
domestic political consensus, she added. She 
said SCO holds special significance for Pakistan 
and the country takes pride in becoming a full 
member of the organisation which offers a 
unique new model of inter-state cooperation 
for peace, security, connectivity and sustainable 
development.

Feeling the sensitivity and importance of 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) for 
Pakistan, in August last year Foreign Secretary 
said that China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) would  continue to be taken as a priority 
by the new government; the most important 
thing we need to underscore is that whoever 
is in power in Pakistan, there is a clear com-
mitment to the continuation of the CPEC as 
an important project. It brings mutual benefit 
and prosperity for the people of Pakistan and 
hence there is a commitment for this project. As 
people say, it is a game changer for the region.
She told a delegation of five Chinese media 
representatives during their visit to the ministry 
of foreign affairs that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) had emerged as the largest political party 
in the National Assembly, but government for-
mation process will take time. We see the CPEC 
not only as an initiative between two countries 
but also an initiative to help our entire region 
in the development. The CPEC has achieved 
significant success and enjoys cross-border 
political support. We continue to take it as a 
priority.

Defusing concerns, Janjua firstly expressed 
her appreciation for China to launch the first 
major project of BRI in Pakistan, saying, There 
is a consensus across the board in Pakistan on 
the importance of the CPEC, both for China 
and Pakistan. Director General (China) of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ayesha Ali was also 
present on the occasion. With the visit taking 
place just a few days after the former Pakistani 
cricketer Imran Khan won his country’s parlia-
mentary elections, questions from the Chinese 
media delegation were focused on any possible 
changes the election result may bring to the 
China-Pakistan signature cooperation project.

Moreover, in November last, Foreign Secretary 
Tehmina Janjua led the Pakistani delegation 
in 11th Round of Pakistan-Japan Bilateral Po-
litical Consultations held in Tokyo where both 
Pakistan and Japan renewed commitment of 
bilateral ties. Pakistan and Japan, while reaf-
firming the importance of their relationship also 
expressed satisfaction at the present state of 
bilateral

The consultations provided a good opportu-
nity to the two sides to explore new possibilities 
for further strengthening cooperation, especially 
in the spheres of trade and economy, invest-
ment, people-to-people interactions, human 
resource development and education. The two 
sides discussed the evolving peace and security 
situation in their respective regions. The foreign 

secretary briefed on Pakistan’s efforts towards 
promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan. 
Indian atrocities and human rights violations 
in Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir were 
also highlighted.

During her stay in Tokyo, the Foreign 
Secretary also called on Deputy Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Yasutoshi Nishimura, Parliamen-
tary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Norikazu 
Suzuki, and Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Takeo Akiba. During the meetings, both sides 
reiterated the importance of the enhancing 
mutually beneficial bilateral cooperation to real-
ize the true potential of the relationship. Both 
countries cooperate on bilateral and multilateral 
issues of mutual concern and interest.

In December the last, Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs Tehmina Janjua said that India has held 
the cooperative body South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) hostage. 
She also asserted that India has become a 
hurdle in the way of Pakistan hosting the 
SAARC summit.

Recently, Indian Minister for External Affairs 
Sushma Swaraj had announced that India will 
not partake in the SAARC conference if it is 
held in Pakistan. Janjua while highlighting the 
strength of Pakistan’s ties with all global powers 
said that Pak-China relations are exemplary 
which further received a boost by the recent 
visit of Prime Minister Imran Khan to China. 
Reiterating the policy towards India she added 
that Pakistan is willing to resolve all issues 
including Kashmir on the negotiation table. 
India is promoting unconventional weapons, 
she pointed out.

She further said that a solution to the Afghan 
conflict is highly imperative and Pakistan is 
in favour of a dialogue between the Afghan 
government and the Taliban. Earlier, the foreign 
affairs secretary had said while addressing a 
ceremony marking the 34th SAARC Charter 
Day that all the member countries need to work 
together with cohesion to transform the lives 
of their peoples and alleviate poverty from the 
region. She added that Pakistan continues to 
believe in the viability of SAARC and by adher-
ing to the principles of sovereign equality and 

mutual respect amongst member countries, we 
can guide the organization towards achieving 
our cherished goal of a prosperous and devel-
oped South Asian Region. Janju added that it 
is in the same spirit that Pakistan had made 
preparations to host the 19th SAARC summit 
in Islamabad.

A few days  later, Speaking at a conference, 
Foreign Secretary said that Indian perpetuat-
ing dynamic rivalry and New Delhi’s negative 
attitude was not only unhelpful for improving 
bilateral ties, but was also stopping South Asia 
from making progress and attaining peace.  
India, by refusing to attend the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
summit in Islamabad, was holding the regional 
body’s summit process hostage. Referring to In-
dia’s approach on ties with Pakistan, Janjua said 
India was spinning hatred and perpetuating 
dynamic rivalry. This, she maintained, was not 
only unhelpful for improving Pakistan-India 
ties, but was also stopping South Asia from 
making progress and attaining peace.

She regretted that India tried to drown in 
controversy Pakistan’s gesture of agreeing to 
the Kartarpur Corridor, for facilitating Sikh 
pilgrimage to one of their holiest sites, due to 
its domestic politics, but Islamabad ignored the 
Indian negativity and decided to stay the course. 
We are convinced that we will continue to try 
for peace and stability in the region, she said. 
About the new Pakistan government’s policy 
on India, Janjua spoke of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s first address to the nation after the July 
elections in which he had offered to take two 
steps for every single step that India would take 
for normalisation of ties with Pakistan. She said 
Khan in his letter to his Indian counterpart 
Narendra Modi expressed willingness to discuss 
all issues that were part of the ‘Composite Dia-
logue’. Unfortunately we haven’t seen the kind of 
reciprocation that was required, she said.

===============================
Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.
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Nigeria to Acquire JF-17 
Thunder from Pakistan

Nigerian Armed Forces’ Day celebrated
Nigeria is in the process of acquiring JF-17 Thunder from Pakistan to enhance its defense capabilities. Nigeria’s Defense Advisor Brigadier General, 
Nasiru Usman Mukhtar, revealed this development while addressing a reception held to commemorate the Nigerian Armed Forces’ Day at the 
Nigerian Embassy. He said that the Nigerian Armed Forces have collaborated with many friendly countries to build a peaceful and prosperous 
nation while contributing to a better world. He added that the Pakistan Armed Forces have remained a key ally in this regard.
The ambassadors, high commissioners, senior officers of the Pakistan Armed Forces, defense advisors, and attaches of several countries and 
journalists also attended the event.
Vice Admiral Ather Mukhtar, who was the guest of honor, said that Pakistan and Nigeria  enjoyed cordial relations. He said that the Nigerian forces 
had recently participated in a joint exercise with Pakistan. They would again participate in the next joint training scheduled in 2019. Defense 
Cooperation.
Mukhtar said that these joint exercises offer an opportunity to learn from each other’s experience. He said that the defense cooperation between 
the two countries has been going on since the 1960s. Moreover, the two countries have cooperated in the areas of training, logistics, acquisition of 
hardware, and on the platforms of NN, NA, and Nigerian Armed Forces.
Pakistan has also collaborated with Nigeria regarding military hardware to facilitate the counter-terrorism operations against Boko Haram 
insurgents. Nigerian advisor Nasiru Usman Mukthar said that the Nigeria Armed Forces Day is observed to acknowledge and honor the fallen 
compatriots and heroes of the nation.

Diplomatic Corner
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60th Anniversary of Cuban 
Revolution Celebrated

Embassy of Cuba, Pak-Cuba Social Forum, Pak-Cuba Doctor Association and Pak-Cuba Friendship Association hosted a jointly reception on 
occasion of 60th Anniversary of triumph of Cuban revolution, National Day of Republic of Cuba. Kanwal Shauzab Parliamentary Secretary 
for Planning, Development and Reform graced the event as guests of honour. Cuban ambassador Mr and Mrs Gabriel Tiel Capote and his son 
welcomed guests on the occasion. Prominent representatives of Pak-Cuba Social Forum, Pak Cuba Doctors Association and Pak –Cuba Friendship 
Association were also present on the occasion. Kanwal Shauzab Parliamentary Secretary said, Prime Minister Imran Khan has taken numerous 
unprecedented steps in a short span of time and government is taking every possible step to provide qualitative facilities to general public.
We shall seek necessary cooperation from anywhere it is available, she added. Kanwal Shauzeb further said that we would seek cooperation of 
Cuba for capacity building of doctors of South Punjab. She said that we could share Cuban experience in health sector to provide better health 
facilities in Victoria Hospital Bahawalpur.  She congratulates Cuban Nation on auspicious occasion and said Cuba under the great leadership 
of Fidel Castro stood equal to the challenges of maintaining their independence and sovereignty. She said Cuban Blockade is the worst form 
of persecution of a free nation. On the occasion Ambassador of Cuba Gabriel Tiel Capote said that on behalf of my country, in this memorable 
occasion, I would like to thank the Government and the people of Pakistan for their traditional and strong support for the resolution, Cuba 
presents each year before the General Assembly of the United Nations to demand the end of the blockade, which causes negative effects to 
our economy and to the development of our country. An example of this is that Cuba still cannot carry out international transactions in US 
dollars, which prevents us from advancing many important future businesses.
Ambassador said that we celebrate the 60th Anniversary of the triumph of the Cuban revolution; we always bear in mind the legacy of our 
historic leader, Fidel Castro Ruz, and the commitment of the new generations to the Revolution. Cuban youth is not a relay but continuity. I also 
take the opportunity to highlight the figure of Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Quaid-i-Azam, leader and founder of Pakistan, whose birth anniversary 
was celebrated on last December 25.
Gabriel Tiel Capote said that despite the geographical distance, Cuba and Pakistan maintain excellent relations based on friendship and mutual 
aid and advance more every day so that the economic-commercial, cultural and other areas can develop satisfactorily, to the benefit of both 
countries.  Finally, I would like to send my most affectionate greetings to the Pakistani people, with the hope that by 2019 it will bring with it 
greater welfare, happiness and the necessary prosperity with all the challenges it will face.

Diplomatic Corner
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Interfaith harmony vital for national unity
Pakistan is the safest country for minorities to 

live their lives in tranquility
Melange Team

An exclusive interview 
with Federal Minister for 
Religious Affairs Noor-ul-
Haq Qadri
Noor-ul-Haq Qadri is Federal Minister 
for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith 
Harmony, in office since 20 August 2018. 
He has been a member of the National As-
sembly since August 2018. Previously he 
was a member of the National Assembly 
from 2002 to 2013. On 18 August, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan formally announced 
his federal cabinet structure and Qadri 
was named as Minister for Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Harmony. On 20 
August 2018, he was sworn in as Federal 
Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony in the federal cabinet of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
He has a strong political career as he 
was elected to the National Assembly of 
Pakistan from Constituency NA-45 (Tribal 
Area-X) as an independent candidate in 
Pakistani general election, 2002.  He was 
re-elected to the National Assembly from 
Constituency NA-45 (Tribal Area-X) as 

an independent candidate in Pakistani 
general election, 2008.
 He ran for the seat of the National As-
sembly from Constituency NA-45 (Tribal 
Area-X) as an independent candidate in 
Pakistani general election, 2013 but was 
unsuccessful and lost the seat to Alhaj 
Shah Jee Gul Afridi. He joined Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in November 
2017 and was re-elected to the National 
Assembly as a candidate of PTI from 
Constituency NA-43 (Tribal Area-IV) in 
Pakistani general election, 2018.
After taking charge of his office, he has 
been very active in the execution of his 
professional duties and now he is con-
sidered to be one of the ministers with 
very good performance. Due to his hard 
work, he is very much liked by the Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and Prime Minister 
has expressed such sentiments about him 
on a number of occasions publicly. Noor-
ul-Haq Qadri  graced a request moved by 
the Melange, International Magazine for 
an exclusive interview. Some of extracts 
of the interview is given below for the 
interest of our worthy readers.

Q: Kindly let us know 
about Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs?

Ans: The basic aim of ministry is to 
harmonize and unite the people of di-
verse religions and school of thoughts, 
condemns every sort of extremism and 
violence. The Ministry of Religious Affairs 
is responsible for the pilgrimage beyond 
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Pakistan, Muslims pilgrims visits to India 
for Ziarat and Saudi Arabia for Umra & 
Hajj. It is also responsible for the welfare 
and safety of Pilgrims and Zaireen. The 
main activities also include research based 
Islamic studies, holding of conferences, 
seminars, training education of Ulma and 
Khateebs, exchange of visits of scholars of 
Islamic learning with the liaison amongst 
foreign and international institutions.

Q: How interfaith har-
mony can be propagated 
among the masses? 

Ans: Pakistan can be made strong and 
prosperous only through unity and broth-
erhood; all religions and sects should 
stand together to foil the nefarious designs 
of enemies. Interfaith harmony is need of 
the hour to foil nefarious designs of the 
enemies of Pakistan and Masajid and the 
religious seminaries can play a vital role 
in this regard, interfaith harmony is vital 
to combat the evil designs of the enemies. 
The Quran and the Holy Prophet have 
told Muslims that the best among among 
them is that person who shows the best 
behaviour towards other people. Acts of 
humanitarianism is an essential element 
of religious practice for the Muslims and 
to undertake a humanitarian act is a way 
of receiving help from heaven, of erasing 
sins and of meriting Paradise.

Q: How would you like to 
evaluate role of Sufism 
in interfaith harmony 
promotion?
Ans: Sufism teaches loving humanity and 
discovering one’s own self to understand 
or reach Almighty. Taking pity on people 
is tantamount to winning the blessings of 
Almighty Allah. Sufism talks about the 
mankind and doing good and having the 
right belief go hand in hand in Islam. In 
fact, doing good in practice is the proof of 
having the right belief in the heart. This 
is why the Holy Quran speaks of true 
Muslims very often as those who believe 
and do good deeds.

Q: How can Ulma play 
their role in interfaith 
harmony?

Ans: Role of Ulma in countering the 
negative elements and promoting peace, 
unity, tolerance and harmony in the 
country is appreciable. There is dire need 

to review country’s educational policy, 
ensuring training of teachers and Ulma 
to encourage a culture of respecting other 
sects and religions as well as their sacred 
places. The divisions in the society, hatred 
and arrogant behaviours of individuals 
and prioritizing sects over the religion 
were some major causes that needed 
urgent attention. Members of minorities, 
including Hindu, Sikh, Christian and 
others, were as patriotic Pakistanis as 
anyone else and that all Pakistanis must 
stand united and make concerted efforts 
for progress and development of the 
country.

Q: How would you like to 
comment on opening of 
Kartarpur Corridor? 

Ans: Pakistan is the safest country for 
minorities to live their lives in tranquility 
and followers of all religions are equal 
citizens of Pakistan. Opening of Kartar-
pura Corridor is a gift from the govern-
ment of Pakistan to Sikh community. 
Pakistan’s government has initiated it 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan also held 
three to four meetings in this connection 
and gave message to India that Pakistan 
wanted to open the border for Sikh pil-
grims.  Pakistan’s government takes it as 
its responsibility and pride to serve Sikh 
yatrees and to properly maintain their 
religious places. Ministry of Religious 
Affairs, Evacuee Trust Property Board 
are serving Gurdawars and other religious 
sites as its national obligation and would 
continue doing so in future. Teachings of 
Baba Guru Nanak are based on peace and 
harmony.

Q: What other initiatives 
your ministry is taking 
for the cause of unity?
Ans: Ministry’s important role is to 
closely liaison with Ulma and masses for 
well being of the country to disseminate 
the  message of brotherhood, it should 
be propagated from the centers of Islam 
(Masajid and Maddaris), ministry is 
playing a vital role and also conveying 
the sentiments of masses and Ulma to the 
government. Sometimes the plans of gov-
ernment would be portrayed negatively in 
the media, which would be damaging for 
the country.

Q: How the ministry 
has performed the first 

hundred days?
Ans: The performance of ministry in 

the last hundred days was amazing; our 
ministry has worked very efficiently for 
achieving our goals, and with the same 
devotion will continue our work in coming 
every 365 days. 

Q: How you see the role 
of Pakistan for the unity 
among Ummah? 

Ans: Pakistan can play a vital  and 
leading role for the whole Ummah, the 
geographic loca¬tion of Pakistan would 
be a bridge between east and west, for 
propagation of the message of Islam. We 
need to follow the teachings of Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) whose 
life is a complete guidance and a source of 
inspiration for every Muslim irrespective 
of his age, creed or geographical back-
ground. Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon 
Him) brought revolutionary changes in 
the lives of the people. We need to re-
establish the nexus between Islam and 
peace to regain the past glory and identity, 
Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) gave 
whole humanity a roadmap for success in 
the world and the life hereafter.

Q: How you see the role 
of present government 
for promoting interfaith 
harmony?
Ans: The efforts of the current govern-
ment for promoting interfaith harmony 
and peace in order to establish an in-
clusive Islamic society in Pakistan are 
very promising. There is a dire need to 
bring people from different religions and 
cultures together as well as bridge the gap 
between different religions as promoting 
interfaith harmony a service to the whole 
humanity, he called for concerted efforts 
in this regard.
We are working to promoting religious 
harmony, tolerance, brotherhood and 
equality, respect for humanity, non-
violence, unity, reconciliation and a 
culture of dialogue in the society in order 
to counter extremism and terrorism 
and promote peace and stability.  The 
members of minorities including Hindu, 
Sikh, Christian and others are as patriotic 
Pakistanis as anyone else. All Pakistanis 
should stand united and make concerted 
efforts for progress and development of 
country, the interfaith harmony was need 
of the hour to foil nefarious designs of the 
enemies of Pakistan.
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Pakistan-Iran Strategic Partners
Muslim Ummah must enhance trade & 

economic cooperation to cap resources’ outflow
Melange Team

An exclusive interview with 
Iranian Ambassador Mehdi 
Honardoost 
The cordial relations between Pakistan and 
Iran have huge potential for further growth 
to new heights. Though Pakistan-Iran rela-
tions began with the emergence of Pakistan 
in 1947, the people of the two countries can 
trace their close cultural relations to the 
medieval times when the Persian language 
was the court language under the Mogul rule 
of South Asia. Persian language in those days 
was the language of knowledge and culture in 
this part of the world. After Pakistan gained 
its independence in August 1947, Iran was 
the first country to recognize its sovereign 
status. Iran supported Pakistan in its con-
flicts with India and has always supported 
it over its stand on Kashmir. Iran’s support 
to Pakistan during the war against India in 
1965 was highly valuable.
Iranian Ambassador Mehdi Honardoost is a 
serene but dynamic personality which always 
remains visible at almost all the key national 
and diplomatic events in Islamabad. He is 
also very popular among Pakistani politi-
cians, bureaucrats as well as strategic circles. 
In other words he is thorough professional 

diplomat who executes his duties whole 
heartedly but humbly.Soon after the general 
elections in Pakistan, he was very active in 
extending felicitations to Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chief Imran Khan on winning 
July 25 polls and expressed Iranian readiness 
to enhance cooperation with the government-
in-waiting. He graced a request moved by 
Melange, International Magazine, for an 
exclusive interview. Some of the extracts of 
the interview are given below for the interest 
of our worthy readers.

Q: Kindly comment on 
the nature of bilateral ties 
between Pakistan and 
Iran?

Ans: The history of bilateral relations is 
free of any conflict or tension that shows the 
natural friendship and understand between 
both the states so Pakistan and Iran are like 
family members but the hidden powers are 
always in action to sabotage this brotherly 
relation. Muslim Ummah is looking towards 
Pakistan and Iran to lead it out of the vulner-
able conditions but we can do this when we 
are in long, uninterrupted and good relations. 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei always 
stressed for enhanced ties with Pakistan. We 
cannot leave ourselves on the mercy of our 
enemies, we have to do at our own. Allama 
Iqbal is famous in Iran more than Pakistan. 
People-to-people contact is more important 
than government-to-government contact. By 
knowing the responsibilities of both sides, we 
can make our relations stronger and more 
prosperous.

Q: Which are hurdles in the 
bilateral ties of both the 
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countries?
Ans: There is nothing problematic in 

Pak-Iran relations and both countries can 
have more cooperative and useful relations. 
Pakistan and Iran were strategic partners 
and brotherly Islamic countries who enjoyed 
decades-old ties. Some miscreant elements 
were carrying out cross-border attacks along 
the Pak-Iran border to hamper the brotherly 
ties. We would not allow such elements to 
affect our historic relations. We will never 
allow anyone to misuse our territory against 
our brother Pakistan. Foreign forces are 
responsible for the worst circumstances 
in our region and other Muslim countries. 
They are responsible for the crisis in Syria, 
Yemen and the other Muslim countries. Our 
enemies are laughing at us and we are busy in 
our internal rifts.  We have to answer Allah, 
how we will be able to respond Prophet 
PBUH about our roles and responsibilities 
about other Muslims.  The Muslim world 
has to rethink about its unity that can secure 
Muslims all around.

Q: How would you like to 
comment on existing trade 
cooperation between 
Pakistan and Iran? 
Ans: Trade between the two countries has 
been growing over the years; the bilat-
eral trade volume between the two states has 
reached up to $1.3 billion from $500 million 
in the past two years; it can be multiplied 
many times with bilateral efforts and under-
standing. Iranian exports to Pakistan were $ 
931 million while Pakistani exports to Iran 
recorded at $ 392 million in 2018. Iranian 
major exports items include Bitumen, LPG, 
Dried Nuts, Chocolate ,Tile and others while 
Pakistani major exportable products include 
Rice, Sesame, meat, fresh Fruits and others.

Q: How would you like to 
comment on possibility 
of bilateral cooperation 
in energy sector between 
Iran and Pakistan?

Ans: Iran has the capability to provide up 
to 3000 MW electricity to Pakistan. There is 
problem on Pakistan side because the import 
of such big quantity of electricity required 
robust transmission system, which requires 
a lot of investment. The payment to outside 
suppliers for such big quantity of power is 
another issue. Iran is ready to provide as 
much as electricity Pakistan needs but we 
have some constraints which stop us from 

making the deal. Iran was earlier importing 
73 MW electricity to Pakistan to meet the 
demand of the border areas of Balochistan, 
however during past two years the import 
of electricity has been increased to 100MW. 
First agreement between Pakistan and Iran 
for import of 34MW electricity was reached 
in 2002, which was increased to 73MW and 
now again it has been increased to more than 
100MW. Now Tehran has offered the supply 
of more electricity. Now both the countries 
are ready to hold negotiations on renewal of 
agreement for 100MW electricity import to 
Balochistan.

Q: How would you 
evaluate the potential of 
religious tourism between 
Pakistan and Iran?

Ans: Both the countries possess immense 
potential of religious tourism and this po-
tential needs to be further explored. Around 
one million Pakistani pilgrims annually travel 
to Iran to visit the holy shrines of family 
members of the Holy Prophet. Tehran 
and Islamabad have put in a great deal of 
effort to facilitate air and land traveling to 
Mashhad, Iran and Pakistan, in addition to 
having common borders, have many cultural 
heritage such as language, rituals and tradi-
tions in common. An unprecedented surge in 
religious tourism between Pakistan and Iran 
is witnessed during the months of Muharram 
and Safar. Mashhad, which embraces more 
than 900 hotels, apartment hotels and guest 
houses, is the prime destination for Pakistani 
travelers who come to go on pilgrimage to the 
shrine of the eighth Imam.

Q: Kindly give some 
input on China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor espe-
cially regarding addition of 
Saudi Arabia to CPEC? 
Ans: CPEC is not just a trade or business 
project, it offers a platform to the regional 
countries to get united therefore Tehran has 
no objection over the inclusion of any coun-
try in the China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) project. We welcome investment 
in Pakistan as  Muslim countries must get 
united and foil the conspiracies being hatched 
against them. Why money from the pocket 
of Muslim countries flies to the pockets of 
western countries. The Muslim world must 
increase its trade cooperation, so that we can 
avoid giving our money to foreigners. Money 
earned by means of smuggling directly goes 
into the pockets of terrorists, we can control 

terrorism by controlling smuggling.

Q: Kindly comment on 
possibility of new bloc; 
Pakistan, Iran and Turkey?

Ans: Iran and Pakistan as two important 
neighbors in the region must make more 
efforts to enhance mutual cooperation. Coop-
eration among important regional countries 
like Iran, Pakistan and Turkey can create a 
great alliance in this geopolitical and sensi-
tive region with huge material and human 
resources. What is important in geopolitics of 
Pakistan is its role in regional considerations 
and the foreign policy of the country is based 
upon this.
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T he idea of sustainable develop-
ment is that raw capitalism is 
far too powerful for its own 
good. Global capitalism is a 
juggernaut, with the world 

economy now doubling in size every generation. 
Yet on a finite Earth, with a billion new people 
being added every 15 years, that juggernaut is 
now laying siege to the physical bases of life 
and the social support systems that make life 
pleasant and decent.

Sustainable development offers a path out of 
this growing crisis. Sustainable development 
is a doctrine that says: Let us once again place 
the economy on a true moral foundation and 
we’ll keep greed within bounds, ensuring the 
economic growth is combined with social fair-
ness and environmental sustainability. The idea 
of sustainable development is that an economy 
must satisfy all three principles: economic 
growth, social fairness and environmental 
sustainability.

Yes, there can and should be economic 
growth, especially for today’s developing coun-
tries. Human ingenuity and markets can indeed 
lead us to higher living standards and longer 
lives for all parts of the world, rich and poor 
alike. But these gains should be widely shared 
and should never be based on the exploita-
tion of those at the bottom of society. Social 
inclusion has been widely shown to improve 
societal progress broadly for all. And equally 
important, those gains should be based on true 
value added, not on the destruction of natural 
capital, whether through deforestation, climate 
change, or pollution of air, land, and water.

Thus, sustainable development calls for a ho-
listic approach that combines economic, social, 
and environmental objectives. This balanced 
approach is much harder to achieve than the 
raw capitalism that places the economy above 
society and the physical Earth. Yet it recognizes 
that we are doomed to conflict and even col-
lapse if we fail to promote social equality and 

environmental sustainability.
The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by UN are part of a wider 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development to build on the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). In 
developing the SDGs – a multi-year process 
involving civil society, governments, the private 
sector and academia – the United Nations 
sought to take all these failings into account.

17 goals for ‘people and planet.
In response to the accusation that the MDGs 

were too narrow in focus, the SDGs set out to 
tackle a whole range of issues, from gender in-
equality to climate change. The unifying thread 
throughout the 17 goals and their 169 targets is 
the commitment to ending poverty: “Eradicat-
ing poverty in all its forms and dimensions, 
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global 
challenge and an indispensable requirement for 
sustainable development”. At the Sustainable 
Development Summit on 25 September, 2015, 
UN Member States adopted the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to 
end poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and 
tackle climate change by 2030.

These goals are as under:
• No Poverty
• Zero hunger
• Good health and well being
• Quality education
• Gender equality
• Clean water and sanitation
• Affordable and clean energy
• Decent work and economic growth
• Industry, innovation and infrastructure
• Reduced inequalities
• Sustainable cities and communities
• Responsible consumption and produc-

tion
• Climate action
• Life below water
• Life on land
• Peace, justice and strong institutions
• Partnerships for the goals
The SDGs, otherwise known as the Global 

Goals, build on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs. The MDGs, aimed at an array 
of issues that included slashing poverty, hunger, 
disease, gender inequality, and access to water 
and sanitation. Enormous progress has been 

made on the MDGs, showing the value of a uni-
fying agenda underpinned by goals and targets. 
Despite this success, the indignity of poverty has 
not been ended for all. The new Global Goals, 
and the broader sustainability agenda, go much 
further than the MDGs, addressing the root 
causes of poverty and the universal need for 
development that works for all people.

Pakistan under the limelight…
Global development agenda either set by 

United Nations Organizations (UNO) or 
any other organization are always blessings 
in disguise for the countries where holistic 
development programmes do not catch the 
sight of those at the helm of affairs. It forces 
and motivates the third world countries to craft 
their development programmes in tandem with 
global development goals and targets. The 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have 
replaced the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) in September 2015 to be achieved by 
2030.The SDGs are global set of goals aimed 
at addressing all the three important dimen-
sions of development-social, economic and 
environmental.

Pakistan secured a score of 55.6 under SDGs’ 
global index against a far better regional aver-
age of 63.3 and is even lower than regional 
peers Bangladesh’s 56.2 and India’s 58.1. As 
a result, the country ranked 122 on the SDG 
index of 157 nations compared to Bangladesh’s 
120 and India’s 116 position, according to July 
2017 results. The good news, however, is that 
its preparedness to deliver on 2030 targets is 
among some of the top in the world, raising 
hopes that it would not be repeating its dismal 
performance of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) when it missed almost all tar-
gets. Pakistan’s performance would be assessed 
in about 230 unique indicators on 17 goals set 
under UN commitments.

To begin with, parliament has adopted the 
SDGs as a national development agenda unlike 
the MDGs that were generally considered 
UN-driven initiative only to be complied with 
by four-yearly progress reports. These reports 
were prepared by consultants, without any 
implementation mechanism in place to actually 
deliver. Special SDG units have already been 
established at the Planning Commission and 

SDGs: A Glimpse from
Pakistan
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provinces to mainstream SDG objectives by 
creating synergies among various federal and 
provincial organisations and agencies. At the 
federal level, however, three separate SDG 
units have been created. Importantly, PDA has 
carried out a quick mapping on the current 
status of SDGs implementation in the Province 
Punjab that identifies the accomplishments and 
gaps to date.

According to the survey 70.4 percent women, 
66.2 percent children and 62.4 percent 
unemployed people have claimed to be more 
vulnerable to experience poverty, discrimination 
and violence. Furthermore, age, employment 
type, low income, Gender based discrimination, 
Level of education; ethnicity, mental wellbeing 
and sexual orientation are some of the major 
factors impeding their marginalisation. More 
than 69 percent people do not have access to 
basic income including job security and pro-
tection. When it comes to the first sustainable 
development goal, Pakistan is aiming to end “all 
poverty” till 2030. For this purpose, Pakistan 
aims to establish a socio-economic system in 
which every person can earn up to or more than 
the equivalent of US$ 1.25 per person a day. 
This is an aspiring and complex goal, however 
not impossible to achieve. It requires for the 
next decades and a half we are provided with 
resources from institutions with clear commit-
ment to help the country.

The second goal Pakistan hopes to achieve till 
2030 is “to end all hunger”. The government 
of Pakistan has committed by signing on the 
SDGs to end malnutrition from Pakistan. It is 
important to note that Pakistan is producing 
enough food to feed all its citizens. A recent 
survey showed that enough food is being pro-
duced but 60% of it goes to waste. As far as the 
problem of medical awareness and good health 
is concerned, Pakistan also aims to promote an 
atmosphere of socio-economic medical aware-
ness especially to end the rampant upsurge of 
the disease tuberculosis, polio, AIDS, malaria 
and other such diseases communicable or non-
communicable by the year of 2030. One of its 
aims is to provide health insurance for all its 
citizens by the same year.

Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Clean and 
Green Pakistan (CGP) initiative has directly 
addressed Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), including WASH (water, sanitation 
and hygiene) priorities. PTI has made SDGs 
part of its election manifesto and now its gov-
ernment is trying to implement the same. Min-
ister for Planning, Development and Reform, 
Makhdoom Khusro Bakhtiar recently said that 
provinces are major stakeholders (57 percent) 
to attain the goals of Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) under the 18th amendment.

Despite the challenges, Pakistan has firm 
resolve to continue its efforts for attaining 
sustainable development by implementing 
the global development agenda of the SDGs 
consisting of 17 goals and 169 targets. “The 
government has recognised the private sector 
for partnering to complement its efforts to 
achieve the SDGs,” he revealed. The Ministry 

of Planning, Development and Reform in 
collaboration with the provinces and local 
governments launched National Initiative on 
SDGs to mainstream and accelerate SDGs 
implementation in the country.

The present government believes that it is 
national agenda above politics for achieving 
goals for the relief of the people at grassroots 
level in the country.

Pakistan’s effort to achieve sustainable devel-
opment has been severely hindered by a com-
bination of unfavourable internal and external 
factors in recent years like high population 
growth, large proportion of population living 
below the poverty line, exploiting the potential 
of growth, trade imbalances with major trading 
partners, and instability in political relationship 
with neighbouring countries. challenges posed 
by climate change, natural disasters, cost of 
war on terror, i.e, Rs 10,374 billion from 2001 
to 2017, low tax-to-GDP ratio, the impacts of 
the global economic recession, lack of financial 
resources, low resource mobilisation at provin-
cial level and high dependency on federal funds 
transfer also restraint government’s efforts for 
stable growth and sustainable development.

The government’s primary focus is on socio-
economic and human resource development to 
bridge disparities among districts of the country 
for sustained collective national development. 
Pakistan’s ranking in terms of HDI has gone 
down during the previous years but it will be 
improving with introduction of reforms and 
focusing on human resource development.

One of the biggest problems Pakistan has 
faced from the last two decades is the problem 
of unsustainable energy production. What 
Pakistan requires is not merely electricity but 
an affordable clean energy resource that has 
a better and cost-effective production. As 
we know that Pakistan experiences dry and 
extreme weather conditions, so instead of 
considering this as a disadvantage, this can be 
utilized as an advantage by resorting to renew-
able and self-sustainable energy resources like 
solar power plants and windmills etc.

Water being the fundamental necessity as 
well as a right should be available to all the 
end users. Pakistan being a diverse landscape 

has areas that have underground freshwater 
resource. Still, in order to achieve the goal of 
clean water supply and sanitation upright 
management is required. A total of eight targets 
have been formulated to achieve the equitable 
use of safe and reasonably priced drinking 
water. Negotiating the path towards sustainable 
development is not easy for any country acting 
alone. Pakistan’s experience is evidence of the 
challenges given that levels of foreign invest-
ment, trade and development assistance have 
fluctuated over the years, both assisting and 
hampering development. 

To meet the SDGs, Pakistan does not 
require international institutions. Instead, it 
must transform the way current institutions 
do business. It must continue to shape those 
institutions and one way is through effective 
cross-sector partnerships, which also indicate 
that resources are efficiently used, solutions 
stick and people benefit. The 2030 Agenda has 
united the world’s nations in a focus on a broad 
and comprehensive set of SDGs. Universal 
achievement of the SDGs is a massive under-
taking. The central argument of this study is 
that to implement the 2030 Agenda, one of 
the foremost prerequisites is the responsibil-
ity of governments in developing countries to 
create an enabling environment with effective 
PFM systems. Enabling environments have sig-
nificant potential to mobilise various resources 
domestically and externally, and from both the 
private and public sectors. Without an enabling 
environment, it will be hard to generate the 
resources needed to accomplish the SDGs. 
Thus, the primary conclusion is that a willing 
and capable government that is determined 
to reform PFM systems and generate more 
resources is well-prepared to achieve the 2030 
Agenda. Without improving the quality of 
governance and creating an enabling domestic 
environment, implementation of the 2030 
Agenda would be impossible. Where capacity 
lacks, numerous national and international 
means of implementation are available.

===============================
The writer is working as Associate Editor 
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Governor Punjab lauds COPAIR’s humanitarian initiatives
Governor Punjab Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar has lauded the initiatives launched by Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) 
for the youth and humanity. COPAIR has specialization in the field of capacity building of youth for entrepreneurship as well as extending helping 
hand to the vulnerable segment of the society.
Assessing this specialization, Governor Punjab has appointed President COPAIR Amna Malik as Coordinator of Sarwar Foundation for Sargodha 
Division to carry on social initiatives in the region COPAIR and Sarwar Foundation together work for youth and women empowerment and instal-
lation of water filtration plant in Sargodha division. In the meeting, Amna Malik discussed discussed various social Issues with Governor Punjab 
and he appreciated Miss Amna Malik efforts for humanity and assured his full support to her social endeavors.
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) is working on access to clean drinking water which is a basic necessity and launched in 
Sargodha division it’s pilot project to prepare feasibility and research publications to assess the basic needs of community to have access to clean 
drinking water. In this regard COPAIR is coordinating with Punjab Government with reference to the project estimation. COPAIR organized various 
policy dialogues and engaged stake holders and leading think tank to prepare a policy frame work how to resolve this issue.
COPAIR dedicated team under the visionary leadership of its President Amna Malik tried to resolve the pending issue of Khushab MC clean drinking 
water supply by communicating with the CM Punjab and the Chief secretary Punjab office to ask local government department to release funds to 
Khushab MC and coordinated with secretary finance to release payment and suggested WAPDA to prepare installment plan to ease community 
of Khushab.
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COPAIR ready to address water related needs of Khushab
Center of Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) is ready to address the dire need of the people of Khushab, especially the main issue of 
clean drinking water for the area, which is cry of the day, this was said by President COPAIR Ms. Amna Malik in a meeting with Deputy Commissioner 
of Khushab, Arshad Manzoor Buzdar.
At this occasion, the Deputy Commissioner highlighted the issues faced by the people of Khushab. He said that there is an intense requirement of 
collecting data regarding clean drinking water pockets in the area. The main reason for the failure of public schemes is only the lack of data and 
surveys, so after some time instead of clean water, saline water pumped out and water schemes failed.
He emphasized that input from different stakeholders is valuable in this regard, he sought COPAIR’s input to improve the situation. COPAIR 
President, Ms. Amna Malik  said that we would like to initiate different welfare projects for the people of  Khushab, especially clean drinking water 
is our top most priority, we can initiate micro-level pilot projects and can conduct surveys to find out the ways and mean for clean drinking water 
for the people of the area.
Ms. Amna Malik also highlighted projects of COPAIR and briefed on StartUp Pakistan, E-Women, Cyber Security Girl Scouts, PinkTaxi and other 
national level initiatives.
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COPAIR funds TV cum Conference Hall for DBA Khushab
The TV cum Conference Hall built with the cooperation of Center for Pakistan and International Relations (COPAIR) was inaugurated by President COPAIR 
Amna Malik during a ceremony at District Bar Association Khushab. The ceremony was well attended by a large number of lawyers including female 
advocates.  During her address Amna Malik said that lawyers should play their active role to render justice to the deprived and unprivileged class of the 
society.
She emphasized that lawyers should utilize their potentials to dignify the judiciary and to demolish the injustice and oppression to the various classes of 
the society.
 COPAIR is working in collaboration with Commonwealth on Educational and Clean Drinking Water Projects for Sargodha, likewise we would effort for 
Sargodha Bench, which is the most important demand of lawyers of this area. More and more female lawyers in this area is a sign of women empowerment, 
in the same way the male lawyers also increased, Khushab District Association requested COPAIR to fund a sitting place for them, so we are happy that 
today we have inaugurated TV cum Conference Hall for the lawyers of Khushab.
Member Punjab Bar Council, Malik Habib Nawaz Tiwana, President District Bar Association, Malik Riaz Rajar and General Secretary, Malik Shahid Bhagoor 
also addressed the ceremony. Addressing the lawyers community, President COPAIR Amna Malik said that Center of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR) is ready to address the dire needs of the people of Khushab, especially the main issue of clean drinking water for the area.
She  said that we would like to initiate different welfare projects for the people of  Khushab, especially clean drinking water is our top most priority, we can 
initiate micro-level pilot projects and can conduct surveys to find out the ways and mean for clean drinking water for the people of the area.
Amna Malik also highlighted projects of COPAIR and briefed on StartUp Pakistan, E-Women, Cyber Security Girl Scouts, PinkTaxi and other national 
level initiatives. President District Bar Association, Malik Riaz Rajar thanked COPAIR and Amna Malik for their untiring efforts for District Bar Association 
Khushab, in providing E-Library in 2014 and now a TV cum Conference Hall for the lawyers of Khushab.
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Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have 
always enjoyed close relations, 
primarily because of religious 
ties. Both countries are affili-
ated with the Organization of 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC). Saudi Arabia 
has always stood with Pakistan in difficult 
times and the Pakistani government and 
its people highly acknowledge it. There-
fore, Saudi Arabia has been the first choice 
of visit of almost every Pakistani ruler in 
the past and may remain in future too.

The Saudis have been very generous when 
it comes to providing aid to Pakistan. For 
example, when a devastating earthquake 
hit Balochistan in 2005, Saudi Arabia 

supported Pakistan with $10 million in 
humanitarian aid. Moreover, when floods 
swept across Pakistan in 2010 and 2011, 
Saudi Arabia granted Pakistan $170 mil-
lion for relief operations and reconstruc-
tion activities in the affected areas.

Almost every Ambassador of Saudi 
Arabia contributed to strengthening of 
bilateral ties between both the countries 
significantly; however the current Ambas-
sador Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki has proved 
more dynamic and active in this connec-
tion because Pakistan has obtained huge 
financial assistance package from Saudi 
Arabia at a crucial economic juncture. 
According to government officials His 
Excellency Ambassador Nawaf bin Said Al-
Malki played key role in the finalization of 

details of the said package. His super role 
in this connection is widely acknowledged 
by Pakistani government and people.

Al-Malki was born in Riyadh in 1970. 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in military 
and marine sciences from King Fahd Naval 
Academy, the main naval academy of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for the Royal 
Saudi Navy, located at the King Abdul 
Aziz Naval Base in Jubail. He also holds 
a master’s degree from Command and 
Staff College. Prior to his appointment as 
an ambassador, he served the Royal Saudi 
Navy. As a navy official, he was promoted 
several times and became a rear admiral.

In 2014, he was appointed the military 
attache at the Embassy of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to the Islamic Republic 

Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki
His Excellency

Ambassador of Saudi Arabia
A Torch Bearer of Pak-KSA Ties

Melange Team
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of Pakistan. He was viewed as a capable 
officer at the Royal Saudi Navy. Al-Malki 
took retirement from the navy to assume 
the diplomatic assignment in Pakistan. 

He is quite familiar with the situation 
in Pakistan and is very popular with the 
Pakistani people due to his courteousness 
and polite disposition.

Since his appointment in Pakistan as 
Ambassador, he has been actively pursuing 
the agenda of bringing both the countries 
closer and closer to each other. In this 
regard, he has very connected to govern-
ment officials and strong advocate for the 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabian ties. In this con-
nection, he frequently holds meetings with 
Pakistani officials and leaders and he is 
equally popular among all the segments of 
Pakistani society. In a recent meeting with 
During a meeting with Pakistan’s Senate 
Chairman Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani on 
Friday in Islamabad, Al-Maliki announced 
50 scholarships for Pakistani students to 
study in Saudi universities. The ambas-
sador noted that the Saudi government 
will bear all expenses related to studies 
and accommodations of the Pakistani 
students, he added that the number of 
scholarships for Pakistani students will 
double next year. The ambassador stressed 
Saudi Arabia attaches great importance 
to its relationships with Pakistan and its 
people and it will spare no effort in stand-
ing with Pakistan and offering assistance 
and support.

While sharing light moments with jour-
nalists last year, Ambassador Al-Malki 
reiterated that bilateral relations built over 
70-years ago between Islamabad-Riyadh 
would be strengthened further by each 
passing day. Both the countries have built 
strong ties in multidimensional areas, 
including defence and economy and these 
relations will be taken to new height, he 
remarked.

The Saudi-Pakistani relationship is a 
vast and dynamic web of cooperative 
linkages, age-old bonds of friendship and 
undertakings, dating from well before the 
establishment of diplomatic relations and 
growing continuously year-on-year. Today, 
the Kingdom and Pakistan maintain close 
and robust political, military, economic, 
security and cultural relations. Nawaf 
said that since the emergence of Pakistan, 
close ties have existed between the two 
countries.

In a similar meeting with former speaker 
national assembly Ambassador Al-Malki 
said that his government wanted Pakistan 
to prosper and develop. He stressed the 
need for spreading the true message of 
Islam for curbing extremism and ter-
rorism.  He also endorsed proposal for 
collaboration to confront shared chal-
lenges and urged the need for deeper 
engagement between the two friendly 
countries. National interest of Pakistan is 

obviously national interest of Saudi Arabia 
the Ambassador remarked. Saudi Arabia 
will stand Pakistan’s partner in uplifting 
regional development. We consider Paki-
stan as partner in addressing regional and 
global challenges.

He has also been very active on economic 
cooperation between both the countries 
and in a meeting with former minister 
of state for finance he discussed firming 
up preparations for upcoming Pak-Saudi 
Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC) with 
observation that Saudi Arabia will always 
stand by Pakistan, envoy assures minister. 
He reiterated that in the last three years, 
both Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have made 
important decisions, especially with regard 
to their development trajectories.

Saudi Vision 2030 – a far-reaching and 
pragmatic road-map envisioned by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Muham-
mad Bin Salman is set to transform Saudi 
Arabia’s socio-economic development. 
They also discussed with the ambassador 
current bilateral trade between Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia and said there was room 
and potential for increasing it to a far 
higher level. On this account they minister 
suggested measures like participation in 
mutual trade fairs and exhibitions, trade 
diversification to non-traditional areas, 
B2B meetings and reactivation of Pak-
Saudi Business Council.

In November last, Ambassador Al-Malki 
gave a good news for Pakistanis that Saudi 
Minister for Energy would soon visit Pa-
kistan to sign MoU on establishing an oil 
refinery in Pakistan, apart from finalizing 
other major projects in which Saudi Arabia 
has shown interest. He made this revela-
tion in a meeting with President Dr. Arif 
Alvi. The Saudi Ambassador briefed the 
President on two recent visits of the Prime 
Minister to Saudi Arabia and said that 
they have been very successful resulting 
in enhanced and multi-faceted economic 
cooperation between the two countries. 
He appreciated the peace and stability 
prevalent in Pakistan and steps taken by 
the Government to invite foreign investors 
to invest in various sectors of economy.

He is so ambitious for taking the ties 
between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to new 
heights that in December last, he called 
on Chief Justice of Pakistan Mian Saqib 
Nisar and briefed the Chief Justice about 
bilateral relationship between Pakistan 
and Saudi Arabia. He said both countries 
have common traditions and culture and 
share many similarities. The Ambassador 
expressed his good wishes for Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan. In November last Saudi 
Ambassador said that the kingdom wants 
to enhance trade with Pakistan and soon 
important memorandums of understand-
ing (MoUs) would be signed with Pakistan. 
He hoped for the strengthening of rela-
tions between the two countries. Pakistan 

faces a tough security situation right now 
and Saudi Arabia has always supported in 
difficult times, he said.

Speaking about Saudi aid, he said that 
the kingdom would deposit $3 billion 
to the country’s national exchequer and 
would invest $8 billion in an oil refinery 
in Gwadar. He also said that a power 
generation plant would be set up in 
Punjab. Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud 
and Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud regard Pakistan 
dearly. Prime Minister Imran Khan has a 
big heart and has always talked about the 
benefit of his country.

Saudi Ambassador said that Pakistan 
would have the first instalment of Saudi 
aid amounting to $3 billion in the next few 
days to address its balance-of-payments 
crisis. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia would 
release the amount of $3 billion in terms 
of the balance of payment, the envoy stated 
in a short interview with a private news 
channel.  In addition to this, the envoy 
confirmed that the Saudi government 
would provide deferred payment facility 
for the import of oil, worth up to another 
$3 billion. The Saudi companies are keen 
to invest a huge amount of around $6-8 
billion for establishing an oil refinery in 
Pakistan, he added.

Replying to a question, Nawaf Saeed said 
that besides this aid, the Kingdom would 
like to invest in the power sector of Paki-
stan, adding we were also seeking to set 
up a petrochemical industry near Karachi. 
Moreover, he hinted that an investment 
would also be made in the Reko Diq gold 
and copper mining project. After weeks of 
speculation, Saudi Arabia had last month 
stepped forward with a $6 billion bailout 
package for Pakistan’s ailing economy.

Now there are reports that Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia are likely to sign memoranda 
of understanding for more than $10 bil-
lion Saudi investment in Pakistan.  Ac-
cording to Finance Minister Asad Umar, 
Saudi Prince Mohammad bin Salman bin 
Abdulaziz will visit Pakistan next month 
and most of the MoUs are expected to 
be signed during his trip. Saudi Arabia 
is interested in Pakistan’s four sectors oil 
refinery, petrochemicals, renewable energy 
and mining.  Pakistan expects $10bn plus 
Saudi investment and the MoUs to be 
signed in this regard will not be common 
or vague but concrete agreements.

The $10bn investment will be in addi-
tion to the $6bn bailout package given by 
Riyadh to Islamabad during Prime Minis-
ter Khan’s visit to Saudi Arabia in October 
last year. According to a survey, 65 per cent 
of the investments will take place in the 
country’s commercial hub Karachi and 
35pc in Lahore. Therefore, better law and 
order situation and ease-of-doing-business 
opportunities were prerequisite for foreign 
investment.

Computer Channel
Highlight

Computer Channel
Highlight

Computer Channel
Sticky Note
correction: he is

Computer Channel
Highlight

Computer Channel
Sticky Note
correction: In a recent meeting with Pakistan's Senate Chairman

Computer Channel
Highlight

Computer Channel
Sticky Note
correction: the minister



Mélange Feberuary 201954

News Update

World Economic Forum:

Climate change the biggest 
threat: Antonio Guterres 

DAVOS: The world is on course for disaster if 
we do not solve global problems, the United 
Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres 
said on Thursday, laying out a plan for “in-
clusive multilateralism” and the future of the 
UN’s role in the world. Climate change is the 
most important problem the world faces,
Guterres said at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland, but also pointed to 
populism and technological changes as risks. 
We are in a world in which global challenges 
are more and more integrated, and responses 
are more and more fragmented and if this is 
not reversed we are on course for a disaster, 
Gutteres said, delivering what he said was the 
state of the world in a sentence.
The climate risk is the most important sys-
temic risk for the future, he said. I think we 
are losing the race. We are moving dramati-
cally into a runaway climate change if we are 
unable to stop it He feels the political will 
to tackle climate change is slowing down, 
and criticised those who doubt its existence. 
Gutteres warned of political trends increas-
ingly related to global terrorism, saying the 
response is increasingly fragmented.
He said the world was in a chaotic moment of 
transition from being unipolar to multipolar, 
and mentioned worsening relations between 
Russia, the United States and China. The 
UN secretary general criticised countries 
that allowed those in the “rust belts of the 
world” to get left behind – referring to the 
Trump-supporting region of the United 
States that is a shorthand for economically 
anxious populist forces.
Speaking of those left behind, he said the 
UN’s ideas, our policies, our programmes 
aim at solving their problems. Turning to his 
own house, which heard calls for change at 
the General Assembly last year, the secretary 
general said the UN was reforming, and 
he was trying to reduce bureaucracy and 
increase the effectiveness of policies. We are 

pushing for a surge in diplomacy for peace, 
Gutteres said, pointing to a UN-brokered 
agreement on Yemen as evidence. Earlier, 
Guterres said the world was losing the race 
on climate change, demanding governments 
make bolder commitments beyond the Paris 
accords, which he said were already not 
enough.

Putin, Erdogan Vow Closer 
Cooperation On Syria

MOSCOW: Following talks with his Turk-
ish counterpart, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said the two leaders discussed how 
they planned to stabilize the situation in 
the northwestern Syrian province of Idlib. 
Speaking alongside Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, Putin said that more action 
was required to liquidate the actions of 
terrorist groups in Idlib. Earlier, Russia’s 
Foreign Ministry warned that the situation 
in the region remained of serious concern, 
saying it was almost under the full control of 
militants of the Al-Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s 
Syrian affiliate until 2016.

Russia and Turkey are on opposite sides 
of the Syrian conflict, which began with a 
government crackdown on protesters in 
March 2011. The war has left more than 
400,000 people dead and displaced mil-
lions. Russia provides critical diplomatic 
and military support to Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad’s government, while Turkey 
has backed opposition fighters who are 
battling against Syrian government forces. 
But Putin and Erdogan in September struck 
a deescalation deal in Idlib that averted a 
Syrian Army offensive that sparked fears of 
a humanitarian catastrophe. The agreement 
created a security zone free of heavy weapons 
and monitored by Turkish troops.

Russia and Turkey also agreed to coordinate 
ground operations in Syria after US President 
Donald Trump’s surprise announcement in 
December that he would withdraw some 
2,000 US troops from Syria. If such plans are 
implemented, it will mark a positive move 
that would help stabilize the situation,” Putin 
told a joint news conference with Erdogan. 
Putin also said the Russian and Turkish 
defense ministers had already held talks on 
specific action that the two countries would 
take in Idlib and that the measures would 

now be implemented.
He didn’t provide details of the measures. 

Erdogan said the two countries will continue 
to battle terrorist organizations in Idlib. Co-
operation between Moscow and Ankara is a 
touchstone for Syrian peace and stability, he 
also said, adding: With our Russian friends, 
we intend to strengthen our coordination 
even more. Erdogan has said he would talk 
with Putin about the creation of a Turkish-
controlled security zone in northern Syria. 
The Turkish leader said on January 23 that 
Turkey and Russia don’t have any disagree-
ments about the plan, but Putin reaffirmed 
Moscow’s support for establishing dialogue 
between Damascus officials and representa-
tives of the Kurds.

Germany, France renew 
friendship treaty, warn of 
nationalism

AACHEN: German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel warned Tuesday against rising na-
tionalism in Europe and called for a revival 
of cross-border cooperation as she and her 
French counterpart signed a pact renewing 
their countries’ decades-long friendship. The 
new accord was inked in the ancient western 
German city of Aachen exactly 56 years after 
the 1963 Elysee Treaty, which set the tone 
for the two countries’ close relationship fol-
lowing centuries of conflict that ended with 
World War II. Populism and nationalism are 
strengthening in all of our countries, Merkel 
told French, German and European officials 
gathered in Aachen’s town hall.

Citing Britain’s departure from the Euro-
pean Union and the growing protectionist 
tendencies around the world, Merkel noted 
that international cooperation is going 

through a rocky time.
Seventy-four years, a single human lifetime 

after the end of World War II, what seems 
self-evident is being called into question 
again, she said. That’s why, first of all, there 
needs to be a new commitment toward our 
responsibility within the European Union, a 
responsibility held by Germany and France. 
Her words were echoed by French President 
Emmanuel Macron, who noted that France 
and Germany no longer pose a threat to each 
other.
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(The threat) comes from outside Europe 
and from within our societies if we are not 
able to respond to the growing anger, he 
said. Outside the Gothic town hall, protesters 
staged noisy rallies some in support of the 
treaty, others against. Among those opposed 
were dozens of people wearing yellow safety 
vests, which have become the signature outfit 
of anti-government protesters in France. 
The Treaty of Aachen aims to boost cross-
border cooperation along the 450-kilometer 
(290-mile) Franco-German frontier, and 
also improve coordination between the two 
nations when it comes to tackling interna-
tional problems such as climate change and 
terrorism.

One long-standing bone of contention 
has been the issue of military action outside 
Europe. Berlin’s traditional hesitancy to send 
troops abroad rooted in Germany’s grim his-
tory of militarism has softened somewhat in 
recent years. Merkel said that with the new 
pact, the two countries pledge to develop a 
joint military culture that includes a Franco-
German arms industry and a common stance 
on weapons exports. By doing so we want 
to contribute to the creation of a European 
army, she said, noting that this would go 
hand-in-hand with greater foreign policy 
coordination in general. Germany and France 
are often described as the engine of the Eu-
ropean Union to the occasional annoyance 
of other members, who feel sidelined by the 
cozy relationship between Paris and Berlin.

China warns US, Canada 
over extraditing Huawei CFO

BEIJING: China has warned the United 
States against proceeding with the extradi-
tion of Huawei chief financial officer Meng 
Wanzhou, threatening action if it does. 
China’s foreign ministry spokesman Hua 
Chunying issued the warning at a regular 
press briefing yesterday after news broke that 
Washington intended to file an extradition 
request for Ms Meng, who is currently under 
house arrest in Canada. China will of course 
take action in response to measures taken by 
the US, Ms Hua said.

Everyone has to be responsible for their 
actions and I think the same is true for a 
country. We hope both Canada and the 
US will recognise the serious nature of this 
incident and take steps to correct their mis-
takes. Ms Hua said both the US and Canada 
have abused the bilateral extradition treaty 
between them and called on Washington 
to immediately rectify its mistake and not 
issue a formal extradition request to Ottawa. 
Meng’s arrest was plainly aimed at putting 
unreasonable pressure on China’s high-tech 
enterprises, she added.

Beijing’s latest salvo worsens the already 
strained ties between China and Canada, 
which arrested Ms Meng on Dec 1 at Vancou-
ver airport following a request from the US. 

In what was seen as retaliation, China later 
detained two Canadians - former diplomat 
Michael Kovrig and businessman Michael 
Spavor - on the grounds that they violated 
the country’s national security. We do not like 
that it is our citizens who are being punished. 
(The Americans) are the ones seeking to 
have the full force of American law brought 
against (Ms Meng) and yet we are the ones 
who are paying the price. Our citizens are.

Shortly afterwards, another Canadian was 
sentenced to death on drug charges after 
an appeal by prosecutors. On the sidelines 
of the World Economic Forum in Davos 
yesterday, Huawei chairman Liang Hua said 
the company will call for a quick resolution 
of Ms Meng’scase.

He added that the company would allow 
foreign officials to visit its labs, as the Chi-
nese company faces suspicion from Western 
countries that its telecoms equipment could 
be used for espionage. The US wants to 
extradite Ms Meng so she can face charges 
for violating US sanctions against Iran.

Canada’s Globe and Mail reported yesterday 
that Washington had informed Ottawa of its 
intention to proceed with a formal extradi-
tion request, which it has to file by January 
30. The report said Canada’s Ambassador 

to the US David MacNaughton met several 
times with senior White House and US State 
Department officials about Ms Meng’s case, 
during which he expressed Ottawa’s anger 
and resentment with it.

Ivanka receives 5 new trade-
marks from China’

BEIJING: Ivanka Trump’s shuttered fash-
ion brand received preliminary approval on 
five trademarks in China this month while 
the US and China continue to undergo tense 

trade negotiations. The trademark applica-
tions were filed in 2016 and 2017, according 
to the Associated Press. One trademark for 
brokerage, charitable fundraising, and art 
valuation services was approved on January 
6, and four otherscovering child care centers, 

sunglasses, and wedding dresses, and more 
gained approval Sunday. Pending any objec-
tions, the trademarks will be finalized in 90 
days.

Trump removed herself from the company 
when she entered the White House as her 
father’s adviser in 2017, but was forced to 
close the brand in June 2018 due to declining 
sales and continuing questions of conflicts 
of interest. Despite the closure, Trump 
received 16 new trademarks from China’s 
Trademark Office in October, bringing the 
total number approved by China last year to 
34, AP reports. Since many of these will last 
as late as 2028, Trump could benefit from 
the approvals if she resumes her business 
after leaving the White House.

The public will continue to have to ask 
whether President Trump has made foreign 
policy decisions in the interest of his and 
his family’s businesses, wrote Citizens for 
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a 
government watchdog group, in November. 
Trump’s representatives state that the trade-
marks are needed to protect her brand from 
copycats, a common practice in China, the 
AP reports.

SAARC Best Woman 
Entrepreneur-2018 Award’

KATHMANDU: The role and status of 
women have been changing rapidly due to 
growing industrialization and globalization, 
supported by conducive social legislations 
and legal instruments. With the ever-
changing socio-cultural values, and spread 
of education and awareness, women are 
increasingly engaging themselves in profes-
sional activities, including entrepreneur-
ship, said Amjad Hussain B. Sial, Secretary 
General of the South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

He made these remarks addressing the Best 
Woman Entrepreneur Award-2018 Function 
here as Chief Guest.  More and more women 
are increasingly occupying higher positions 
in the Government, judiciary, parliament and 
political parties. We are proud that in South 
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Asia, we currently have a lady Head of State 
in Nepal and a lady Head of Government in 
Bangladesh, stated the Secretary General.

He said that SAARC is a regional organiza-
tion created primarily to promote the welfare 
of the peoples of this region. Convinced that 
women, who constitute almost 50% of the 
population, are South Asia’s strength, the 
SAARC Leaders have underscored the need 
for bringing them fully into the mainstream 
of socio-economic development, he added. 
He also shed light on the initiatives taken by 
SAARC in empowering women, with par-
ticular reference to the SAARC Social Charter 
and the Regional Convention for Women, 
and inter-governmental mechanisms, includ-
ing the mechanism of Ministerial Meetings 
on Women. “In essence, since its inception 
in December 1985, SAARC’s focus has been 
on promoting women’s education; protecting 
their rights; ensuring that they are free from 
all sorts of discrimination; and above all, 
empowering them economically.”

In concluding his remarks, the Secretary 
General congratulated the recipient and run-
ners up of the Best Woman Entrepreneur 
Award from Nepal for 2018. He expressed 
the confidence that such Awards will encour-
age them to work even harder to establish 
themselves as role models for other women 
entrepreneurs. He also commended the im-
mense contribution being made by women 
of Nepal in the socio-economic development 
of the country.

Organized by Nepal Chapter of the SAARC 

Chamber Women Entrepreneurs’ Council, 
the Best Woman Entrepreneur Award-2018 
competition received some 30 applications 
from promising entrepreneurs from Nepal. A 
panel of judges from Nepal narrowed down 
the list of aspirant winners to 20 in the first 
round, out of which 10 were shortlisted for 
the Award in the second round. The third 
round of selection decided on one winner and 
two runners up of the Award.

UN values Pak role in war 
against terror: UNGA President

RAWALPINDI: President of the United 
Nations General Assembly Maria Fernanda 

Espinosa Garces called on Chief of Army 
Staff, General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ. 
Inter Services Public Relations, the media 
wing of the military, said in a statement that 
matters of mutual interest including regional 
security were discussed. The visiting digni-
tary acknowledged and appreciated Pakistan 
Army’s contributions for United Nations in 
maintaining peace, stability and rehabilita-
tion in conflict zones. She also said that UN 
values Pakistan’s role in the war against 
terror and efforts to resolve the regional 
issues. The COAS thanked visiting dignitary 
for her acknowledgment and contributions 
as part of UN.

On the eve of her departure for Islamabad, 
the 193-member Assembly president said 
that Pakistan plays an important role in 
strengthening multilateral-ism  and to con-
tributing to peacekeeping operations. She 
said she looks forward to strengthening the 
ties between Pakistan and the UN, promot-
ing multilate-ralism and continuing her work 
with Pakistan on the priorities for the 73rd 
session of the General Assembly. Espinosa 
thanked the Pakistan government for the 
invitation to visit the country.

President UN General Assembly, María 
Fernanda Espinosa called on Minister for 
Human Rights Shireen Mazari in Islamabad 
and discussed matters of mutual interest. 
Both leaders discussed different aspects of 
human rights protection in Pakistan. The 
Minister apprised the visiting dignitary 
about human rights violations in Occupied 
Kashmir by the Indian security forces against 
innocent Kashmiris. She said Indian security 
forces are disgracing Kashmiri women and 
using them as a war weapon.

President of the UN General Assembly also 
visited a Shelter Home in Islamabad and 
interacted with the women on the occasion. 
President of the UN General Assembly, María 
Fernanda Espinosa also visited Center for 
International Peace and Stability in Islama-
bad. Interacting with students and faculty 
members, she paid rich tribute to sacrifices of 
Pakistani peacekeepers for global peace and 

security and saving civilian lives under UN 
umbrella. María Fernanda Espinosa also paid 
tribute to 156 Pakistani peacekeepers who 
have sacrificed their lives in the noble cause 
of humanity and restoring peace and stability 
in different regions. The Center for Inter-
national Peace and Stability was established 
in 2013 to provide peacekeeping training to 
domestic and international peacekeepers and 
was inaugurated by the then UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon. Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador and Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Dr Maleeha Lodhi was also 
present on the occasion.

ASEAN Ministers laud ATSP 
2016-2025 implementation
HA LONG CITY: Tourism Ministers of Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
have applauded the progress made in the 
implementation of the ASEAN Tourism 
Strategic Plan (ATSP) 2016-2025, where 
33 key activities have been duly completed. 
The Ministers commended the active role of 
the lead countries and are confident that the 
current progress of implementation would be 
able to sustain ASEAN tourism’s contribution 
towards the realization of ASEAN integration 
goals in 2025. Promotion and Marketing of 
ASEAN Tourism.
Ministers met at the Twenty-Second Meet-
ing of ASEAN Tourism Ministers here and 
welcomed the appointment of the ASEAN 
Tourism Marketing Agency and further noted 
the integrated marketing plan prepared by 
the Marketing Agency for social voices and 
themes, blogging, social media marketing, 
branding and website, and partnerships. The 
Ministers agreed to focus on the development 
and implementation of wellness tourism and 
culture & heritage tourism as the regional 
thematic experiences for 2019, in line with 
the ATMS.
The Ministers expressed their appreciation 
to AirAsia as the Airline Partner and to TTG 
as the Trade Media Partner for their active 
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collaboration and support in marketing 
ASEAN tourism throughout the year 2018, 
and looked forward to further strengthen 
partnerships in the next few years. The Min-

isters invited other international partners 
to establish collaboration with ASEAN, to 
promote and market the region through mu-
tually beneficial activities led by the ASEAN 
Tourism Marketing Partnership Working 
Group.
The Ministers accepted Viet Nam’s invitation 
to participate in annual international travel 
marts organised in Viet Nam such as Ho 
Chi Minh City’s International Travel Expo 
(ITE) and Vietnam International Travel 
Mart (VITM). Final 2 Diversifying ASEAN 
Tourism Products 6. The Ministers noted 
the new development of ASEAN Tourism 
Packages 2019-2020 which had featured 
more than 130 tourism products covering 
multi-ASEAN destinations from 38 travel 
agents with 69 travel packages under the 
four overarching themes of the ATMS. The 
Ministers acknowledged the great potential 
in attracting tourists through numerous 
festivals in the region.
In this regard, the Ministers supported the 
initiative to develop festival tourism in ad-
dition to the existing tourism products, and 
they looked forward to collaborating with 
partners as well as sub-regional groupings 
in the development process. The Ministers 
also noted the progress development of the 
Buddhist Tourism Story Book and website 
of Buddhist Tourism in ASEAN and South 
Asia initiated by Thailand.

FPCCI former president 
hails supplementary 
finance bill
FAISALABAD: Former president of Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FPCCI) Mian Mohammad Idrees 
hailed the Finance Supplementary (Second 
Amendment) Bill-2019, saying the govern-
ment has offered maximum relief within 
the prevailing circumstances. He hoped that 
this finance package would generate much 
needed economic activities in the country and 
appreciated that focus of present government 
on the promotion of SMEs sector, which will 
create more job opportunities.

He proposed the government could lease 
out state land for new industry setting and 
recover its amount when it becomes a profit-
able entity. He particularly appreciated the 
tax exemptions introduced to attract new 
investment in Specialized Economic Zones 
(SEZs) under the China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and other industrial units. 
Idrees also lauded industrial policy of incum-
bent government adding that progress and 
prosperity could be achieved through sound 
industrialisation in the country.
A day earlier, Executive Member Federation 
of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (FPCCI) Khamis Saeed Butt urged 
the government to play a decisive role for 
reduction in paper prices as recent massive 
hikes have given a big blow to this business. 
He condemned the increase in prices of local 
paper from Rs 82 per kg to Rs 115kg and 
imported paper from Rs 140kg to Rs 200kg.
He said the hike in prices had made it 
impossible for students to buy exercise and 
textbooks. He alleged that excluding a few 
large mills, most mills are involved in under-
invoicing, mis-declaration, underweighting 
and usage of substandard quality paper, 
depriving the government exchequer of mil-
lions of rupees monthly.
He also accused that most local mills are 
creating artificial shortage of paper in the 
market by running the mills for three days 
a week. He said that taking advantage of 
increase in prices of imported paper due to 

devaluation they are creating artificial short-
age to make money. Khamis demanded that 
duties and taxes on imported paper should 
also be reduced in the larger interest of the 
masses. He also urged the prime minister, 
industries minister and education minister to 
take notice of unbridled hike in paper prices 
and ensure withdrawal of recent increase.

Britain must pay bill even in 
‘no-deal’ Brexit: EU
 BRUSSELS: The British government will 
face a multibillion-euro divorce settlement 
with the European Union even if it leaves 
the bloc without a deal, Brussels negotiator 
Michel Barnier warned on Wednesday. Some 

anti-Europeans, opposed to a negotiated 
settlement with Brussels, baulk at the idea 
of settling a bill that their own government 
estimates at £39 billion (S$69 billion) to 
cover outstanding obligations. But Mr 
Barnier, in interviews with several European 
newspapers, said the bill would still be set-
tled at some point, even if London rejects 
the withdrawal agreement Britain signed in 
November and crashes out on March 29.
For the EU budget, we’ve always said one 
simple thing: the totality of the commitments 
made by the United Kingdom while still an 

EU member will be respected, the senior EU 
official said, according to Le Monde. It will 
be more difficult to make them respect them 
in the case of a ‘no deal’, but we will continue 
to insist: These commitments are legally 
binding under international law and I cannot 
imagine that Britain would not respect its 
commitments. Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
government does not dispute that Britain 
owes budget contributions to cover EU 
spending agreed between members while 
Britain remained in the bloc, and approved 
November’s divorce deal.
 But the British Parliament divided between 
deal supporters, eurosceptics who want a ‘no-
deal’ departure and pro-Europeans seeking 
to halt Brexit - rejected that accord and threw 
the process into limbo. And some hardliners 
in London want to withhold the payment as 
leverage ahead of post-Brexit talks to agree 
a new trading relationship between Britain 
and the remaining 27 EU member states. 
Separately in the interview, given to French 
daily Le Monde, the Luxemburger Wort 
and Poland’s Rzeczpospolita, Mr Barnier 
restated the consensus EU position that the 
withdrawal deal must stand and that it is 
up to Mrs May’s government to find a way 
to save it.
But he suggested that Brussels would be 
flexible and modify the political declaration 
on hopes for future ties that was agreed 
alongside the binding withdrawal deal, if 
Britain were to compromise on Mrs May’s 
positions. Things could start moving rapidly. 
This depends on the future relationship, like 
I already said. We are ready to be more ambi-
tious if the British decide to shift their red 
lines, for example by remaining in a customs 
union, or participating in the single market, 
he said, according to the Luxemburger Wort. 
I believe there is a readiness in London for 
that.
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Russia reveals new missile 
to save INF

MOSCOW: Russia showed foreign military 
attaches on Wednesday a new cruise mis-
sile that the United States says breaches a 
landmark arms control pact, billing it as 
an exercise in transparency it hoped would 
persuade Washington to stay in the treaty. 
Washington has threatened to pull out of 
the 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty (INF), alleging that the new Russian 
missile, the Novator 9M729 (called SSC-8 
by Nato), violates the pact, which bans either 
side from stationing short and intermediate-
range, land-based missiles in Europe.
Russia denies that. It says the missile’s range 
puts it outside the treaty and has accused the 
United States of inventing a false pretext to 
exit a treaty it wants to leave anyway so as to 
develop new missiles.
The Russian lobbying effort comes as the 
clock ticks down towards February 2, the 
date when Washington has said it will begin 
the process of pulling out of the pact unless 
Russia verifiably destroys the new missile 
system altogether, something it has refused to 
do. Russia displayed the new missile system 
at a military theme park outside Moscow 
to foreign military attaches and journalists. 
A senior defence ministry official explained 
the weapon’s characteristics in detail as a 
soldier highlighted different parts with a 
laser pointer.
The missile has a maximum range of 480km, 
which meant it was fully compliant with the 
INF treaty, Lieutenant-General Mikhail 
Matveyevsky, head of Russia’s Missile Troops 
and Artillery, said. The United States had 
previously rejected a Russian offer to look 
at the contested missile, in what is known 
as a static display, because it said such an 
exercise would not allow it to verify the true 
range of its warheads. The Russian Defence 
Ministry said diplomats from the United 
States, Britain, France and Germany had 
been invited to attend the static display, but 
declined to attend.
Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov 

told a news briefing before the display that 
the United States had made clear through 
diplomatic channels that its decision to exit 

the pact was final and that it was not open 
to dialogue. Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova later said that Russia had 
suggested the two nations hold talks on the 
issue on the sidelines of a meeting of the P5 
nuclear powers in Beijing later this month, 
but had not received a concrete reply. She 
said Russia remained open to talks anyway. 
Western diplomats have played down the 
chances of the two countries resolving their 
differences at that meeting if it takes place.

PM May looses Brexit vote, 
but wins confidence vote
LONDON:  Prime Minister Theresa May 
narrowly survived a vote of no-confidence 
in Parliament, but that did little to quell the 
turmoil gripping the British government over 

her plan to leave the European Union, coming 
a day after she suffered a historic defeat on 
that proposal. The House of Commons voted 
325 to 306 to reject the opposition motion 
of no confidence. A day earlier, it dealt Mrs. 
May a crushing defeat on her painstakingly 

negotiated agreement for Brexit, or the process 
of exiting the bloc. Had it been successful, the 
no-confidence motion almost certainly would 
have ousted Mrs. May and probably have 
forced a general election, adding more layers 
of uncertainty in a country fast approaching 
the March 29 date for leaving the European 
Union yet unable to agree on how to do so.
The head-snapping sequence of events leaves 
PM May the leader of an intractably divided 
party, with a split cabinet, no parliamentary 
majority and no clear path forward on Brexit 
— more politically wounded than ever, but 
somehow still standing. Ordinarily, a prime 
minister would be expected to resign after suf-
fering a big defeat on a signature bill. The vote 
of 432 to 202 against Mrs. May’s Brexit plan 
was by far the biggest loss for a government 
on a major issue in modern times.
But Brexit has rewritten the rules of British 
politics. Once again Mrs. May, the leader of 
the Conservative Party who has defied many 
predictions of her political demise, lived to 
fight another day.  More than 100 lawmakers 
from her party who had opposed her Brexit 
bill voted to support her government. So did 
legislators from the Democratic Unionist 
Party in Northern Ireland who also hated Mrs. 
May’s plan. Her ability to soak up political 
punishment and survive is an acute frustra-
tion to Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the Labour 
Party. He began the no-confidence motion 
by reminding lawmakers that Tuesday’s vote 
was the largest defeat in the history of our 
democracy, adding that Mrs. May was leading 
a zombie government.
The pound surged higher against the dollar 
and euro after the vote, seemingly buoyed by 
May’s promise to seek a compromise with her 
opponents. Markets project beliefs and the 
underlying belief is that nobody’s going to be 
committing economic suicide. But businesses 

voiced alarm about the outcome, which does 
nothing to resolve uncertainty that has been 
dampening the UK investment climate for 
months. Financial stability must not be 
jeopardized in a game of high-stakes political 
poker.
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Russia has some incredible mountains, beaches, deserts, ethnic 
villages, spectacular volcanoes and glaciers, making it one of the most 
beautiful countries in the world. Russia offers vast opportunities for 
both photographers and travelers. Let’s have a trip…

Dargavs
Dargavs is located at the Dargavskaya Hollow in North Ossetia-

Alania. Dargavskaya Hollow is protected from clouds and winds 
by mountains which create a special dry microclimate. The basin of 
the hollow is mostly flat, which is a rarity among mountain gorges. 
Dargavs village was inhabited since the Bronze Age, and was one of 
the main centers of the formation of the Tagaurian society, who belong 
to the upper class of East Ossetia. The relocation of the residents 
began after the founding of the neighboring city of Mozdok. In 1830, 
during the uprising in Ossetia, many of Dargavs’ residents were killed 
and many towers destroyed. Currently, there is no permanent popula-
tion, which has led the village to be known as the ‘City of the Dead’. 
The city’s tombs are divided into three types: the ones that are located 
above the ground where the roof is a pyramid made from rectangular 
slate slabs; another type includes topped gable ceilings; the third, the 
most unassuming burials, are half-underground and are built in a 
rectangular shape from roughly processed stone slabs.
Ruskeala, Karelia

Karelia, a republic in north-west Russia, is known as one the coun-
try’s most beautiful places. The nature here is breathtaking and more 
Finnish than Russian, with lakes, waterfalls and trees growing on 
giant rocks. Ruskeala is a village close to Sortavala, one of the region’s 
bigger towns. The main interest here is Ruskeala is the Mountain 
Park, with a marble canyon that is now a lake with crystal clear water, 
and another underground lake. You can rent boats, go diving, or hike. 
In summer there are light shows on the lake.

Zapovednik ‘Stolby’ Nature Reserve

Stolby Nature Reserve is located in the north-western spurs of the 
Eastern Sayan Mountains, bordering the Central Siberian Plateau. 
The reserve borders the city of Krasnoyarsk in the north east, and can 
be easily reached by bus from the center of the city. The reserve was 
founded in 1925 on the initiative of residents who wanted to preserve 

the nature around the picturesque syenite residual outcrops, also 
known as pillars. Stolby Nature Reserve is a very popular destination 
for rock climbing enthusiasts, due to its proximity to civilization, ease 
of access and great rocks. Day or night hiking trips along the signed 
and well-maintained trails will reward you with some spectacular 
views that are awaiting you on top of the volcanic pillars. Stolby Nature 
Reserve is included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Velikiy Novgorod

Velikiy Novgorod, also known as Novgorod the Great, is one of the 
most important cities in the country, often called the “birthplace of 
Russia”. For a long time the city was a sovereign principality, founded 
by merchants and ruled in relative democracy, and the unification 
of Novgorod with Moscow in the 15th century was an essential step 
towards a unified Russia. The city is an historic one and the traditional 
wooden architecture museum of Vitoslavlitsiis a must-visit; the open-
air exhibition of Russian izbas (farmhouses) has an ancient tradition 
of building without nails or metal to hold the wooden planks together. 
The Kremlin fortress in Novgorod is also one of the oldest in Russia, 
dating back to the 11th century.

Altai Mountains
The Altai Mountains is a complex system of the highest mountains 

in the Siberian ridges, separated by deep river valleys and extensive 
hollows. The Altai National Reserve and the Katunskiy National Re-
serve together form the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Golden 
Mountains of Altai. Altai attracts thousands of tourists every year due 
to its endless possibilities for active holidays and plenty of photography 
opportunities. Altai is attracting almost all types of tourism, from road 
trips to rafting, and anything from mountain hiking to walks can be 
done here with ease. Mother Nature has generously endowed Altai 
with semi-desert steppes, taiga, alpine meadows, lakes and countless 
waterfalls. The largest lake in Altai is Lake Teletskoye, surrounded by 
taiga, which is also one of the deepest lakes in the world. There are 

more than 400 caves made from limestone, marble and dolomite, with 
incredible sinter formations, including the Taldinskie, Charyshskie and 
Hanharskie caves. All travellers will be happy to find out that Altai 
has an abundance of ancient sites, caves with traces of ancient people, 
untouched national parks, and tranquility.

Russia 
The Beautiful Place on Earth
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Moroccan cuisine is so diverse and vibrant in color and flavor. 
The flavor combinations, aromatic spices and exotic ingredients 
make even the most basic dishes amazing. Here are just a few of my 
favorites. Moroccan cuisine is very healthy, at least in general. Most 
dishes contain vegetables and rely on whole grains, freshly prepared 
food, spices and sweet fruit rather than refined sugar and deep-frying. 
They use lamb which is leaner than red meat, and couscous which 
is healthier than rice. Influenced over thousands of years by Berber, 
Jewish and Arab cultures, today’s Moroccan food is an exciting blend 
of spices and textures. The Berber influence is seen in the mobile way 
of cooking: grilled or slow cooking over hot coals, and breads and 
dips you can eat with your hands. Arabs introduced lamb, sweets 
and dates, while Jews brought their pickled lemons and the olives.

TAGINE

Morocco’s defining national dish is tagine and it’s one of my favorite 
Moroccan dishes. Tagine is a clay cooking pot with a conical top, and 
it’s also the dish that is cooked in said pot. The unique shape of the 
tagine and the slow-cooking method makes the ingredients (beef, 
lamb, chicken, veggies, etc.) tender and luscious. Definitely don’t leave 
Morocco without trying one.

COUSCOUS

Couscous is another common Moroccan dish. It’s typically served 
with meat or vegetables, and like tagine it comes in a number of 
varieties. Berbers usually put in raisins and serve with a bowl of but-
termilk. Another way of serving is covering the meat by a pyramid of 
couscous with the vegetables pressed into the sides. Either way, expect 
to be served a massive portion you won’t come close to finishing.

MOROCCAN MINT TEA
Mhhhm, mint tea… Guys, I’m telling you: You can’t visit Morocco 

without trying the deliciously sweet mint tea – it’s practically the 

national drink. It’s a green tea base with lots of mint leaves and sugar. 
No one actually knows how much sugar Moroccans put in their tea, 
but it’s a lot.

FRESH SEAFOOD

Morocco’s position by the coast means there are lots of fresh fish. 
Sardines represent more than 62% of the Moroccan fish catch, but 
anchovies, prawns and mackerel are also common at the fish markets 
and on the menu cards. The best place to get fresh fish is by the coast, 
like in Agadir and Essaouira.

VEGETARIAN FOOD

We’ve talked a lot about meat, but fear not vegetarians and vegans 
of the world. Morocco may be known for its (ah-mazing) slow-cooked 
meat and kebabs, but it’s also famous for its veggie dishes. Every meal 
is served with salad (cooked or fresh), and most dishes can be cooked 
without meat, like harira (Moroccan soup), vegetarian tagine and 
couscous with vegetables. Straight vegetarian dishes include lentils 
(known as addis) and loubia which is white kidney beans cooked in 
a tomato based sauce.

Moroccan Cuisine
Food
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Book review

Shaking Hands with Clenched Fists’ by Dr Asma Shakir 
Khawaja is the first academic account which represents 
Pakistan’s narrative on the India-Pakistan relations. The 
content of the book encompasses Confidence Building 
Measures (CBMs) and bilateral relations between both 

India and Pakistan, therefore, this book would provide pertinent 
insights to peace builders, policymak-
ers, government officials, students, 
researchers, social scientists, historians 
and scholars of international relations. 
Moreover, it is a most critically required 
effort to fill the void in the existing 
body of knowledge on this important 
subject i.e. Pakistan’s perspective which 
had so far remained amiss. ‘Shaking 
Hands with Clenched Fists’ is vital 
as it is expected to balance the exist-
ing one-sided or biased views on the 
subject and holistically shed light on 
the bilateral relations between India 
and Pakistan.

The author categorically explains 
the historical perspective of political, 
economic and social affairs of the two 
countries and impressively identifies 
the loopholes, disagreements and 
differences of interest, reasons behind 
lack of political will for sustainable 
peace, intentions with Kashmir and 
failure of various CBMs so far. She also 
sheds light on Pakistan’s cooperation 
vs India’s expansionist approach, role 
of perception building in derailing 
peace processes, conflict over natural 
resources, impact of treaty violations 
and the overall impact on the masses 
in sub-continent due to socio-political 
tensions between long-standing 
rivalries. Thus, in totality, not a single 
domain is left untouched in this book 
which impacts the complex nature of bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and India.

The bone of contention and hostile relations between India and Pa-
kistan are predominantly credited to the Kashmir Conflict and it has 
kept India and Pakistan engaged in numerous military confrontations 
incessantly. The author is rightly of the view that the worst part of 
having hostile relations with a neighboring state is that it keeps both 
countries busy in exhausting huge amount of resources over arms 

race. The uncertainty of this acrimonious relationship has eventually 
resulted in the nuclearization of the South Asian region. Owing to 
the increasing conventional asymmetry in India’s favour, the only 
improvement which this nuclearisation of sub-continent has brought 
is that it has successfully maintained a negative peace between both 
countries since 1999.Indian Foreign Policy and Media Policy has 

always remained hostile and aggressive, 
often due to indigenous pressure and 
inflexibility.

Conversely, Pakistan’s policies towards 
India have remained diplomatic and 
subtle despite experiencing frequent 
offensive attacks, breaches of truce and 
treaties from Indian side. Indian media 
needs capacity building for peace jour-
nalism. The negative role being played 
by an adverse and antagonist Indian 
media which incessantly continues 
to spew venom amongst the Indian 
masses by feeding hatred, building 
negative perceptions and stoking hostile 
narratives. She expertly points out the 
fact that several books, articles and 
research papers are purposefully writ-
ten by Indian authors which not only 
blatantly propagate the Indian narrative 
but also spread anti-Pakistan senti-
ments thus playing a predominant role 
in developing hatred and perception 
building among the Indian nation to 
the detriment of the any improvement 
in the bilateral relations.

The author brilliantly surmises that 
South Asia continues to remain as one 
of the least economically integrated 
region in the world owing to continued 
hostility between the two major players 
of this very important region, Pakistan 
and India. Besides the obvious economic 
advantages which both these countries 

would accrue by resolving their long-standing disputes/ issues, they 
would also be in a better position to collectively consider and counter 
the increasing threat of transnational movement which continues to 
breed instability in the region. The book effectively fills the critical 
void in the literature on this very important subject and is anticipated 
to make a huge difference. It provides researchers, scholars and aca-
demics with useful insights to help find ways and means to effectively 
improve relations in the entire South Asian region.

SHAKING HANDS
WITH

CLENCHED FISTS’
by M. Akram Malik








