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I
t’s impossible to imagine the history and culture of the Kyrgyz without Tien Shan 
and Pamir mountain ranges. Kyrgyzstan is the land of celestial mountains, with true 
nomadic lifestyle and the real spirit of freedom and happiness.

The Kyrgyz Republic, a land-locked country, has rich endowments, including 
arable land (7 percent of the country), pastures (48 percent), and substantial forests 
and minerals, and there is significant potential for the expansion of its agriculture 
sector, hydroelectricity production, and tourism industry.

The country has experienced instability since independence in 1991. Corruption and 
nepotism were major stress factors underlying political and social upheavals in 2005 and 
2010. To prevent the concentration of power, a parliamentary constitution with elaborate 
checks and balances was adopted in late 2010, making the Kyrgyz Republic the only Central 
Asian country in which the president is limited to a single term.

The president first elected under this constitution served a full six-year term. Following 
peaceful elections, President Sooronbai Jeenbekov took office in November 2017. The coalition 
government is accountable to the parliament. The economy is vulnerable to external shocks 
owing to its reliance on one gold mine, Kumtor, which accounts for about 10 percent of GDP, 
and on worker remittances, equivalent to about 27 percent of GDP in 2018.

To realize the country’s potential, economic activities need to be diversified through in-
creased private sector development and improved occupational skills and productivity in the 
young labor force. Real GDP growth slowed to 3.5 percent in 2018 from 4.7 percent in 2017. 
Inflation fell to 0.5 percent by end-2018 from 3.7 percent at end-December 2017, driven 
mainly by a decline in food prices.

The fiscal deficit narrowed to 1.6 percent of GDP in 2018, down from a deficit of 4.6 percent 
of GDP in 2017, on account of strong tax collections coupled with the under-execution of the 
investment program. Tax revenue rose to 25.4 percent of GDP in 2018 from 23.9 percent in 
2017, thanks mainly to higher import tax collections.

Due to lower non-tax revenues and grant support, however, total revenues fell to 31.8 percent 
of GDP (from 32.6 percent in 2017). Total spending declined to 33.4 percent of GDP (from 
37.2 percent a year earlier).

The current account deficit widened to 12.2 percent of GDP (from 6.6 percent a year 
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earlier), reflecting a larger trade deficit of 
40.9 percentof GDP in January–September 
2018.

The current account deficit was financed 
by foreign direct investment, a debt write-off 
of US$240 million by the Russian Federa-
tion, and a drawdown on foreign exchange 
reserves.

Real GDP growth is projected to accelerate 
to 4.3 percent in 2019 and stabilize at around 
4 percent thereafter. This scenario reflects 
the gold production forecast and assumes 
moderate growth in Russia and Kazakhstan, 
which will benefit the Kyrgyz economy 
through remittance and trade channels.

Assuming exchange rate stability and no 
significant adverse shocks to global food 
prices, inflation will remain below the central 
bank’s target range of 5–7 percent over the 
medium term.

The current account deficit is projected to 
remain elevated at about 10 percent of GDP. 
The authorities are committed to reducing 
the deficit to 3 percent of GDP by 2020. In 
2019–20, tax revenues as a share of GDP are 
projected to rise following the implementa-
tion of measures to expand the tax base.

Meanwhile, recurrent expenditures are 
forecast to decline on the back of efforts 
to streamline non-priority purchases and 
reduce the wage bill as a share of GDP. Public 
investment spending is expected to decelerate 
slightly. With the growth in the agriculture 
and construction sectors expected to remain 
modest, further increases in remittances will 
support rural poverty reduction.

Social transfers and a scheduled pension 
increase will also support the most vulner-
able. The poverty rate is projected to decline 
to 18.8 percent in 2019.

Kyrgyzstan is a Central Asian mountain 
paradise and a country nestled between 
Fergana valley of Uzbekistan, steppe lands of 
Kazakhstan, severe highlands of Tajikistan 
and scarcely populated and arid plains of 
West China (Xin Jiang). World’s two most 
great mountain systems stretch out across 
the whole territory of Kyrgyzstan: Tian-Shan 
and Pamir, – with world-high class peaks like 
Peak Pobeda (7439 m), Peak Lenin (7134 
m) and, just next to the Peak Pobeda, most 
beautiful pyramidal Peak Khan-Tengri (6995 
m). 

Due to its majestic mountains and tem-
perate continental climate, Kyrgyzstan has 
a right to boast its world’s largest glaciers, 
enormous and extensive high-altitude snow 
fields, impetuous rivers rapidly rushing 
down valleys, turquoise crystal-clear high-
mountain lakes, charming motley-grass 
alpine meadows and rich diversity of flora and 
fauna. Mountains total 93% of the Republic’s 
territory, and the country’s lowermost point 
is at more than 350 metres above sea level. 
Long, wide and high, 88 mountain ridges of 
the grandiose mountain system – Tian Shan 
(“Celestial Mountains” in Chinese) – stretch 
out from China in the East to Kyrgyzstan in 
the West.

GDP, billion som 183,8

GDP growth rate 105,6 

Industry 117,7 

Agriculture 101,7 

Construction 105,0 

Services sector 101,1 

CPI by December of the previous year 99,7

As per Kyrgyz Economy Ministry country’s economic 
profile is as below
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Kyrgyzstan is a multinational, unitary state. 
Administratively, Kyrgyzstan is subdivided to 
7 provinces: Batken, Zhalal-Abat, Naryn, Osh, 
Talas, Chuy and Issyk-Kul provinces. The Re-
public comprises 40 administrative districts and 
22 cities. The capital of the Republic is Bishkek. 
The million-population-big city is located in 
close proximity to the northern foothills of the 
Kyrgyz Ala-Too Range in the central part of the 
fertile Chuy Valley at the altitude of 700m-900m 
above sea level. 

Territory of Bishkek totals 15.7 thousand 
hectares and makes the city one of the largest 
towns of the Central Asia and the largest city 
of Kyrgyzstan. Bishkek is founded in 1825 by 
the Kokand Khan as a fortress that acquired 
a name of a nearby Kyrgyz village (ayil) – 
Pishpek. In 1878, already under the Russian 
administration, Pishpek is given a status of a 
district’s chief town. In 1924, Pishpek becomes 
a political-administrative centre of the Kyrgyz 
Autonomous Province as part of the Rissian 
Soviet Socialist Federative Republic. Since 1926, 
the city is renamed in “Frunze” – after the Soviet 
commander general Mihail Frunze, and since 
1991 the city gets back to its historical name of 
Bishkek.

National currency and a sole legal means 
of payment on the territory of the Republic of 
Kyrgyzstan is Kyrgyz Som. Foreign currency 
in Kyrgyzstan can be changed to local currency 
at commercial banks and multiple currency 
exchange offices. Credit cards are accepted. 
Banks work Monday through Friday and are 
open between 09.00 and 17.00 with Saturday 
and Sunday as days off. Exchange offices open 
round-the-clock.

Population of Kyrgyzstan exceeds 5.3 million. 
More than a half of the population are Kyrgyz 
(64,9%), Uzbeks make 13,8%, Russians – 12,5%. 
Also living in the country are Ukrainians, Tatars, 
Germans, Kazakhs, Uyghurs, Tajiks, Turks, 
Dingans and other minority nationalities. In the 
capital Bishkek there live over 1 million people. 
The State language of the country is Kyrgyz 
language that is a language of Turkic family of 
languages. Russian language has a status of the 
country’s official language. 

Republic of Kyrgyzstan occupies north-
eastern part of the Central Asia incorporat-
ing central part of Tian Shan and northern 
part of Pamir-Alay mountain systems. The 
state border predominantly runs along 
high-mountain crests, ridges and rivers 
occasionally going down to the plains of 
the Chuy, Talas and Fergana valleys. Total 

length of the Kyrgyzstan’s state border 
is 4,503 km, total square area – 199.9 

thousand km2. Kyrgyzstan stretches 
out its limits for 900 km west to 

east and 400 km north to south.
The complex mountainous 

terrain and diversity of ecologi-
cal conditions of the country 

made for creation and 
maintenance of the broad 
range of soils, diversity of 
vegetation and animal 
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world of Kyrgyzstan. A good quarter of the 
vegetable world of Kyrgyzstan is endemic (i.e. 
is indigenous of this area). In the mountains, 
extensive deciduous and evergreen woods 
grow including Tian Shan spruce, walnut 
tree, fir tree, larch tree and juniper tree for-
ests. High mountain valleys are rich in alpine 
motley grass.

Fauna is varied in accordance with land-
scape. High mountains provide a habitat for 
bear, lynx, wolf, badger, ermine, marten, roe 
deer, ibex and mountain ram. Birds can also 
be seen and include little bustard, bustard, 
eagle, vulture, hawk, falcon and such a rare to 
see bird as mountain turkey – uhlar.

The Republic of Kyrgyzstan possesses 
enormous reserves of fresh water. Seven 
major rivers’ catch basins collect water from 
more than 28,000 rivers and natural springs. 
Three main rivers of Kyrgyzstan are: Naryn 

(nearly 535 km long), Chu (221 km) 
and Chatkal (205 km). There are 
more than 2,000 lakes and artificial 
reservoirs in Kyrgyzstan. Nearly 90% 
of them are high-mountain reservoirs or 
enclosed lakes.

Kyrgyzstan has hot summer, rather cold 
winter (particularly up in the mountains), 
greater contrasting seasonal and daily tem-
peratures and very uneven distribution of 
atmospheric precipitations. Most hot weather 
is observed in the country’s south in Fergana 
Valley where summer temperature can easily 
raise up in excess of 40oC. 

In the country’s north in Bishkek the July 
temperatures are mainly below 40oС. Mean 
January’s temperature may drop down to 
-15oС (it is warmer in the valley while in the 
mountains it may be -28oC). Winter in the 
mountains is very snowy. Annual rainfall may 

reach 

1,500mm 
in the western 

part of the country 
while in the uplands of Tian Shan it is only 
200-400 mm, mainly in summer.

Kyrgyzstan is predominantly an agrarian 
society with one third of its GDP derived from 
agricultural products. Cotton, tobacco, wool, 
and meat are the main agricultural prod-
ucts, although only tobacco and cotton are 
exported in any quantity. Industrial exports 
include gold, mercury, uranium, natural gas, 
and electric power, but import growth rates 
significantly outpace export growth rates.

Population of Kyrgyzstan 
exceeds 5.3 million. More 
than a half of the population 
are Kyrgyz (64,9%), Uzbeks 
make 13,8%, Russians – 
12,5%. Also living in the 
country are Ukrainians, 
Tatars, Germans, Kazakhs, 
Uyghurs, Tajiks, Turks, 
Dingans and other minority 
nationalities

The Republic 
of Kyrgyzstan 
possesses 
enormous reserves 
of fresh water. 
Seven major rivers’ 
catch basins collect 
water from more 
than 28,000 rivers 
and natural springs
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T
he Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
is a permanent intergovernmental international 
organisation, the creation of which was announced 
on 15 June 2001 in Shanghai (China) by the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, the People's Republic 
of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federa-
tion, the Republic of Tajikistan, and the Republic 

of Uzbekistan. It was preceded by the Shanghai Five mechanism.
The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Charter was signed 

during the St.Petersburg SCO Heads of State meeting in June 2002, 
and entered into force on 19 September 2003. This is the fundamen-
tal statutory document which outlines the organisation's goals and 
principles, as well as its structure and core activities.

The historical meeting of the Heads of State Council of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation was held on 8-9 June 2017 in Astana. 
On the meeting the status of a full member of the Organization 
was granted to the Republic of India and the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan.

The SCO's main goals are as follows: strengthening mutual 
trust and neighbourliness among the member states; promoting 
their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, 
technology and culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, 
tourism, environmental protection, and other areas; making joint 
efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the 
region; and moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair 

THE  
SHANGHAI 
COOPERATION 
ORGANIZATION
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and rational new international political and 
economic order.

Proceeding from the Shanghai Spirit, the 
SCO pursues its internal policy based on the 
principles of mutual trust, mutual benefit, 
equality, mutual consultations, respect for 
cultural diversity, and a desire for common 
development, while its external policy is 
conducted in accordance with the principles 
of non-alignment, non-targeting any third 
country, and openness.

The Heads of State Council (HSC) is the 
supreme decision-making body in the SCO. 
It meets once a year and adopts decisions 
and guidelines on all important matters of 
the organisation. The SCO Heads of Gov-
ernment Council (HGC) meets once a year 
to discuss the organisation's multilateral 
cooperation strategy and priority areas, to 
resolve current important economic and 
other cooperation issues, and also to approve 
the organisation's annual budget. The SCO's 
official languages are Russian and Chinese.

In addition to HSC and HGC meetings, 
there is also a mechanism of meetings at 
the level of heads of parliament; secretaries 
of Security Councils; ministers of foreign 
affairs, defence, emergency relief, economy, 
transport, culture, education, and health-
care; heads of law enforcement agencies 
and supreme and arbitration courts; and 

prosecutors general. The Council of National 
Coordinators of SCO Member States (CNC) 
acts as the SCO coordination mechanism.

The organisation has two permanent 
bodies — the SCO Secretariat based in 
Beijing and the Executive Committee of the 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) 
based in Tashkent. The SCO Secretary-
General and the Director of the Executive 
Committee of the SCO RATS are appointed 
by the Council of Heads of State for a term of 
three years. Rashid Alimov (Tajikistan) and 
Yevgeny Sysoyev (Russia) have held these 
positions, respectively, since 1 January 2016.

SCO comprises eight member states, 
namely India, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyz 
Republic, Pakistan, Russian Federation, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. SCO counts 
four observer states, namely Afghanistan, 
Belarus, Iran and Mongolia;. SCO has six 
dialogue partners, namely the Azerbaijan, 
Armenia, Cambodia, Nepal,  Turkey, and 
Sri Lanka.

The SCO Secretariat, based in Beijing, is 
the main permanent executive body of the 
SCO. Bringing together the colourful and 
distinctive cultures of Central and South 
Asia, China and Russia it promotes mutual 
assistance and team spirit among staff and 
provides reliable support on the basis of a 
stable administrative system that has taken 
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shape over 15 years.
The Secretariat is headed by the Secre-

tary-General. Nominated by the Council of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and approved 
by the Heads of State Council, the Secretary-
General is appointed from among citizens of 
the SCO member states on a rotating basis in 
Russian alphabetical order for a single three-
year term with no possibility of extension. 
Deputy Secretaries-General are nominated 
by the Council of National Coordinators 
and approved by the Council of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs. Officials of the Secretariat 
are hired from among citizens of the SCO 
member states on the basis of quotas.

The SCO Secretariat coordinates the activ-
ity of the SCO and provides informational, 
analytical, legal, organisational and techni-
cal support. The Secretariat coordinates the 

organisation's cooperation with observer 
states and dialogue partners in line with 
SCO regulatory and legal documents, works 
with states and international organisations 
on issues related to the organisation’s activity 
and conclude agreements to that end with 
the consent of the member states. 

The Secretariat also works with non-
governmental organisations within the 
SCO framework in accordance with the 
legal documents regulating their activity. 
In addition, it organises and coordinates 
the activity of the SCO Observer Mission in 
presidential and/or parliamentary elections, 
as well as referendums. 

The Secretariat holds regular briefings 
for representatives of print and internet 
media, prepares and publishes a news 
bulletin, and manages its website. With the 

consent of the member states and within 
budgetary limits, it recruits experts on the 
basis of limited-term contract to conduct 
research on issues of concern to the SCO, 
and organises workshops and conferences.

The Secretariat carries out preliminary 
legal and financial assessments of draft 
treaties and regulations drawn up within 
the SCO framework, acts as the depositary of 
documents adopted within the SCO frame-
work, and certifies copies of such documents 
and forwards them to the member states as 
well as to the SCO RATS as applicable.

The Secretariat provides organisational 
and technical support for meetings and/or 
sessions of SCO institutions in accordance 
with relevant regulations and in cooperation 
with the state hosting the meeting.
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SCO Secretary General VLADIMIR NOROV 
VLADIMIR NOROV is SCO Secretary-General since 1 January 2019. He holds 

the diplomatic rank of the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. He has 
been awarded the Order of Mekhnat Shukhrati (Glory of Labour) of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan in 2003. 

Graduated from the Bukhara State Pedagogical Institute in 1976, the Academy 
of the Interior Ministry of the USSR in 1985. Completed postgraduate studies at 
the Academy of the Interior Ministry of the USSR in 1990. PhD in Jurisprudence. 
Fluent in Fluent in English, German, Russian and Tajik languages.

1978-1992: Worked in different positions at the Ministry of Internal Affairs of 
Uzbekistan;

1992-1995: Expert, consultant on administrative and legal issues at the Executive 
Office of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

1995-1996: Deputy, then First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan;

1996-1998: State Councillor of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
1998-2003: Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan to Germany, Switzerland and Poland.
2003-2004: First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
2004-2006: Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan to Belgium, head of the mission of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the 
European Union (EU) and NATO.

2006-2010: Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
2010-2013: First Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
2013-2017: Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan to Benelux countries, head 

of the mission of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the EU and NATO.
2017-2018: Director of the Institute of Strategic and Regional Research under 

the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

T
he 19th Summit of the 
Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) re-
cently held on June 13-14 
in Kyrgyz capital, Bishkek 
under the chairmanship of 
Kyrgyz President Sooronbay 

Jeenbekov. Besides, the SCO Secretary Gen-
eral Vladimir Norov, Director of the Executive 
Committee of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist 
Structure (RATS) Jumakhon Giyosov, UN 
Deputy Secretary General Rosemary Dicarlo, 
Executive Secretary of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States Sergey Lebedev, Acting 
Secretary General of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization Valery Semerikov, Chair-
man of the Board of the Eurasian Economic 
Commission Tigran Sargsyan, UN Assistant 
Secretary General for Humanitarian Partner-
ships in the Middle East and Central Asia 
Rashid Khalikov attended the meeting. The 
chairmanship in the SCO has passed from 
Kyrgyzstan to the Russian Federation, and 
the next SCO Summit will be held in Russia 
in 2020.

Melange Media Group team led by dynamic 
Editor in Chief Amna Malik extensively cov-
ered the each and every development, discus-
sion and activity either on the main event or 
sideline. Melange Media Group (MMG) is 
an emerging media group comprising daily 
‘The Asian Telegraph’, monthly ‘Melange’, 
International Magazine and newswire ‘Voice 
of Melange’ with main headquarters in Islama-
bad, capital city of Pakistan. However, MMG 
has established number of bureau offices in 
several countries while opening large number 
of bureau office is in the pipeline. 

As per MMG Team, the opening ceremony 
of SCO Summit took place at Ala-Archa state 
residence, where President of Kyrgyzstan 
Sooronbay Jeenbekov met the distinguished 
guests in the lobby of the state residence. After 
a brief greeting and photographing against the 
background of the banner, the distinguished 
guests are invited to the waiting room. Meet-
ings were planned to be held n a narrow and 
wide formats.

Leaders of India, Kazakhstan, China, 
Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan take part in the SCO Summit as 
permanent members of the organization. In 
addition, Presidents of Belarus, Afghanistan, 
Iran and Mongolia arrived as observer coun-
tries.

All the countries’ leaders, in particular, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, Kazakhstan 
Kassym-Joomart Tokayev, Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, Tajikistan Emomali Rakhmon, 
Iran Hasan Rouhani, Chinese Chairman Xi 
Jinping, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 

BISHKEK- SCO Summit 2019
An Eye Witness Account

Modi and Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, as well as Presidents of Belarus Alex-
ander Lukashenko, Mongolia Khaltmaagiin 
Battulga, Afghanistan Ashraf Gani Ahmadzai, 
were present in Bishkek.

More than 500 foreign and local media 
representatives will cover the SCO Summit in 
Bishkek. Reportedly, about 20 final documents 
are being worked out, which are planned to 
be signed during the meeting of the heads of 
the SCO member states. Among them are the 
Bishkek Declaration and other documents of 
cooperation in various fields. On June 14, the 
meeting of the heads of state of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization (SCO) was held in 

a narrow format. The event traditionally began 
with co-photography and a handshake cer-
emony. Then the leaders went to the meeting 
room for a narrow format meeting. Following 
the summit, 20 cooperation documents were 
signed, including the Bishkek Declaration and 
other cooperation documents in various fields.

Later the meeting of the heads of state of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
held in a wide format. The event traditionally 
began with co-photography and a handshake 
ceremony. The leaders held talks in a narrow 
format. Then the meeting continued in a wide 
format, where heads of the SCO observer states 
and international organizations joined them.
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K
yrgyz President Sooron-
bay Jeenbekov delivered 
keynote speech at the 
opening of the extended 
meeting of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organiza-
tion Summit. In his 

speech, he noted that, given the large-scale 
and fruitful preparatory work carried out, 
today's meeting will be very successful.

At the just-held meeting of the heads of the 
SCO member states in a narrow format, we 
approved the summit’s agenda and the list of 
documents to be signed. We exchanged views 
on topical issues of the Organization and the 
international agenda, summed up the results 
of the work on the practical implementa-
tion of the agreements reached at the SCO 
Summit in Qingdao in 2018. 

Taking this opportunity, I want to thank 
Secretary General of the Organization 
Vladimir Norov and all those who worked 
hard during the year to prepare the docu-
ments that are being adopted today, he said. 
The head of state noted that in the conditions 
of a changing international situation, the SCO 
is demonstrating to the world community a 
new format of international interaction.

“Each state has its own vote and the deci-
sion is taken in a coordinated manner - by 
consensus. The openness of our organization 
makes it attractive. The SCO area expands 
every year. 

Occupying a huge space in Eurasia - fol-
lowing the principles of the SCO Charter, the 
Shanghai spirit, the SCO will in the future 
be able to become a platform for building a 
multipolar world. Together we form a center 
for making coordinated, responsible and 
significant decisions in Eurasia, the president 

added. Sooronbay Jeenbekov also summed up 
the summary of the time since the Qingdao 
summit and outlined a vision for future 
prospects.

The past year has demonstrated the invio-
lability of the basic principles of the SCO. We 
show an example of mutual understanding 
and cohesion, forming a new image of an 
international organization. It is fully consist-
ent with the generally accepted goals and 
principles of international law enshrined in 
the UN Charter and other UN documents. 

Active work was carried out in all areas of 
the organization. In the field of security in the 
region, we can note the further effective work 
of the Regional Antiterrorist Structure, the 
entry into force of the 2017 Convention on 
countering extremism. The SCO agenda has 
much in common with the UN agenda. These 
are security issues, economic development 
issues, and human dimension issues. Effective 
cooperation with international structures in 

the fight against drug trafficking, including 
with UN structures, continues, the president 
said.

He recalled that last November, Kyrgyzstan 
held a special high-level event “UN-Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization: Cooperation 
Aimed at Strengthening Peace, Security and 
Stability”.

Note that the SCO summit is taking place 
in Bishkek. Kyrgyzstan this year is chairing in 
the organization.

Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov 
proposed the creation of a body of the Shang-
hai Organization for Combating Economic 
Crimes. This initiative was voiced by the 
Kyrgyz leader during the enlarged meeting 
of the SCO Summit in Bishkek. He said that 
economic crimes, as a rule, are transnational. 
They are closely connected with drug traffick-
ing, smuggling, laundering of proceeds from 
crime. Ultimately, they pose a threat to the 
security of states. The Kyrgyz side proposes 

SCO
A new format of international 
cooperation - Jeenbekov
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the creation of an SCO body to combat economic crimes, the President 
said.

Sooronbay Jeenbekov also noted that in modern conditions the 
threats emanating from the Internet space are real threats to the 
security of states. Increasingly, there are cases when unverified and 
often deliberately false information is replicated and forms a nega-
tive background. The threats of using IT technologies for criminal, 
terrorist and military-political purposes are increasing. In this regard, 
we believe that ensuring information security should be an important 
item on the agenda of the SCO, added the President of Kyrgyzstan.

In addition, he stressed the importance of interaction in the field 
of digitalization and information and communication technologies, 
as well as the construction of a system of interregional cooperation. 
A number of SCO member states have a lot of experience in this field, 
he added. 

Kyrgyzstan stands for earliest implementation of the China-
Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan railway construction project, President of 
the Kyrgyz Republic Sooronbay Jeenbekov said at the opening of the 
extended meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
Summit in Bishkek.

The Kyrgyz leader noted that Kyrgyzstan pays special attention 
to the implementation of tasks set forth in the SCO Development 
Strategy until 2025, where special emphasis is placed on the economic 
component.

There is need to deepen further transport and logistics links between 
states, which also include observer states. In this context, we stand for 
the earliest implementation of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan 
railway project, he said.

The President informed that continuation of consultations on the 
establishment of the SCO Development Bank, including transition 
to settlements in national currencies is offered. The International 
Business Council and the Interbank Association play an important 
role in the development of the economic component of the SCO.

We should take practical measures to deepen business cooperation 
between entrepreneurs of our countries and to encourage the partici-
pation of interested governmental structures and business circles in 
the implementation of joint projects with integration potential. It is 

important to promote industries that create regional value chains. 
The development of the agrarian sector, production and processing of 
ecologically clean agricultural products, green economy are the priority 
areas of our joint activity, Jeenbekov said.

The President informed that the Kyrgyz Republic considers impor-
tant to expand international relations between the SCO and regional 
economic integration organizations. In this context, we see a broad 
prospect of cooperation in the format of SCO-Eurasian Economic 
Union.

Note that the SCO summit is taking place in Bishkek. Kyrgyzstan 
this year is chairing in the organization.

Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov today at a meeting of the 
heads of state of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), which 
is being held in Bishkek, spoke about the results achieved under the 
chairmanship of Kyrgyzstan in the oganization. One of the main issues 
raised by us during our chairmanship in the Organization was the 
creation of a mechanism of inter-parliamentary cooperation of the 
SCO member states. This will reveal the enormous potential of joint 
activities in this area, said the President.

He said that in order to strengthen the trade and economic com-
ponent in the country, a large-scale event was held - a business forum 
on the theme: Expanding the boundaries of cooperation of the SCO. 
I would like also to mention the Forum of Women and the Media 
Forum of the SCO countries. Cultural and humanitarian ties between 
the peoples of our countries are the basis of interstate relations. 

It is important to take measures on tourism and humanitarian 
exchanges between the SCO states, familiarity with culture and values. 
The vigorous activity of the SCO Youth Council gives us hope that the 
future of the SCO is in safe hands. In the period of universal globaliza-
tion, the issue of the values of the modern world, self-identification of 
the peoples and ethnic groups of the world, their role in the history of 
human civilization is becoming increasingly topical, he said.

Jeenbekov also noted that in this regard, the Kyrgyz side launched 
an initiative to create a cultural integration center of the SCO countries 
and the Silk Road countries. The establishment of the Center would 
make a significant contribution to the development and strengthening 
of cultural and humanitarian ties in the SCO area.
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P
rime Minister  Imran 
Khan proposed an eight-
pronged course of action 
for Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization calling for 
a peaceful co-existence, 
regional trade, soft and 

infrastructure connectivity and a framework 
against corruption and white collar crimes 
among the member states.

Addressing the 19th meeting of the SCO 
Council of Heads of State in Bishkek, the 
prime minister suggested the reinforcement 
of the SCO’s vision of cooperation reject-
ing the confrontation and to advance the 
imperatives of peaceful co-existence at the 
regional and international levels.

The beauty and traditions of Kyrgyzstan 
have become the pearl of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, Prime Minister 
of Pakistan Imran Khan said during the 
extended meeting of the SCO Summit in 
Bishkek.

He noted that Kyrgyzstan has done an 
excellent job during its presidency in the 
SCO. And we hope that further holding of 
the SCO summit will be as smooth and ef-
fective, he said and wished the Russian side a 

successful chairmanship in this organization 
in the future.

Imran Khan also noted that despite the 
fact that Pakistan is a new “family member”, 
they have strengthened their positions in the 
organization. Note that the SCO summit is 
taking place in Bishkek. Kyrgyzstan this year 
is chairing in the organization.

He urged the member states of Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization to finalize ar-
rangements for trade in local currencies, and 
set up SCO Fund and SCO Development 
Bank to catalyze the trans-regional develop-
ment agenda..

The Prime Minister said we should rein-
force our vision of cooperation, that rejects 

confrontation, and advance the imperatives 
of peaceful co-existence at the regional and 
international levels.

He said the SCO member states should 
galvanize the “Shanghai Spirit” to strengthen 
the organization’s core mandate of mitigat-
ing the risks of conflict, fostering confidence, 
and promoting stability.

Imran Khan said the SCO member states 
need to synergize the various region-wide 
connectivity initiatives, and work on com-
plementing infrastructure connectivity with 
soft connectivity.

He proposed setting up SCO Culture & 
Tourism Corridors, clustering multiple SCO 
destinations into a single package.

Imran Khan emphasized on making SCO 
more relevant to the daily lives of citizens 
by promoting food security and enhancing 
cooperation in health and humanitarian 
sectors.

He said SCO should take the lead role in 
establishing a comprehensive framework 
for combating corruption and white collar 
crime.

The Prime Minister said SCO should 
prioritize women and youth empowerment 
by focusing inter-alia on strengthening 
the Women Forum and the Youth Council 

SCO Economic Cooperation

PM Imran presents roadmap  
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and mandating them to promote gender 
mainstreaming, skills acquisition and jobs 
mobility.

He said SCO member countries need 
to bridge the gap between region-specific 
research and policy by launching feasibili-
ties for creating SCO Centres of Excellence 
on Poverty Alleviation, De-Radicalization, 
Connectivity, and New Technologies.

The Prime Minister said South Asia 
continues to be challenged by common en-
emies: poverty, illiteracy, disease and under-
development.  He said political differences 
and unresolved disputes further compound 
the predicament. Imran Khan said endur-
ing peace and prosperity in South Asia will 
remain elusive until the main dynamic in 
South Asia is shifted from confrontation to 
cooperation. 

He said it is important to seize the op-
portunities for peaceful resolution of out-
standing disputes and collective endeavours 
for regional prosperity.  The Prime Minister 

said Pakistan condemns terrorism in all its 
forms and manifestations, including State-
terrorism against people under illegal 
occupation. He said we are among the few 

countries to have successfully turned the tide 
against terrorism.

He said Pakistan remains ready to share 
its experience and expertise in counter ter-
rorism. We will also remain actively engaged 
in SCO’s counter-terrorism initiatives. 
Referring to the Afghan issue, the Prime 

Minister said there is finally a realization 
that the conflict in Afghanistan has no mili-
tary solution.  He said Pakistan is fully sup-
porting efforts for peace and reconciliation, 
through an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned 
process. 

The Prime Minister said we deem this to 
be part of a shared responsibility and, there-
fore, appreciate the positive contributions 
being made by China, Russia and Afghani-
stan’s immediate neighbours.  He said SCO’s 
support for post-conflict Afghanistan will 
remain crucial.

Expressing concern over evolving situa-
tion in the Gulf and Middle East, the Prime 
Minister said we join the SCO members in 
urging the parties to exercise restraint, take 
steps to de-escalate the situation, and find 
solutions through diplomatic means. 

He said we believe implementation of 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
by all parties is essential for international 
and regional stability. The Prime Minister 
said Pakistan provides the vital connectivity 
between the Middle East and China and 
Central and South Asia. These geographic 
proximities and economic imperatives draw 
us closer to SCO.

He said Pakistan is an attractive invest-
ment destination and a large market en-
dowed with a rich array of resources. Imran 
Khan said Pakistan’s foreign policy outlook 
is anchored on the inextricable link between 
peace and development.

He said we build partnerships based on 
mutual respect, sovereign equality and equal 
benefit. 

The Prime Minister said China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor, the flagship project of 
President Xi’s far-sighted Belt and Road 
Initiative, is fast reaching fruition.

He said Gwadar Port, at its southern end, 
marks the only point of convergence of the 
maritime Belt and the overland Road. He 
said CPEC is destined to catalyze the crea-
tion of an integrated pan-Asian sphere of 
shared prosperity.

South Asia continues to 
be challenged by common 
enemies: poverty, illiteracy, 
disease and under-devel-
opment

Prime Minister Imran Khan

China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, the flagship project 
of President Xi’s far-sighted 
Belt and Road Initiative, is 
fast reaching fruition
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C
hinese President Xi Jin-
ping called on members of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) to 
build a closer community 
with a shared future for 
the group. While address-

ing the 19th SCO summit in the Kyrgyz 
capital of Bishkek, Xi noted that since 
the summit in China's eastern port city of 
Qingdao last year, all members, following 
the Shanghai Spirit, have facilitated a deeper 
and more practical all-round cooperation, 
and boosted fresh development for the SCO 
from a new starting point.

The SCO is called upon to become a model 
for maintaining overall security, Chinese 
Chairman Xi Jinping said speaking at the 
SCO Summit in Bishkek. The SCO is called 
upon to become a model of solidarity and 
mutual trust. It is important to consistently 
follow the Shanghai spirit and follow the 
principles of the SCO as reflected in the 
treaty, strengthen political trust, create 
favorable conditions for bilateral and mul-
tilateral cooperation, he said.

He noted the need to improve the legal 
base of the organization, as well as improve 
law enforcement in the information space 
and conduct joint exercises. Xi Jinping also 
spoke about the importance of combating 
three forces and deepening the struggle in 
the area of de-radicalization. The Chinese 
Chairman noted that the SCO supports the 
peace process of Afghan regulation. China 
is ready to continue to provide all possible 
assistance in ensuring peace and its recon-
struction in Afghanistan, he said.

The Chinese leader also congratulated 
Kyrgyzstan on the successful holding of the 
SCO Summit and the successful completion 
of its chairmanship. He also congratulated 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on the 
chairmanship in the SCO in 2020. Xi 
Jinping concluded his speech with a Kyrgyz 
proverb: “The foundation of happiness is 
unity. So let's follow the Shanghai spirit. By 
unanimous and practical steps to open the 
wonderful future of the SCO,” he said.

In the speech, he said that peace, develop-
ment, cooperation and win-win approach 
remain the irreversible trend of the times 
despite a changing international landscape. 
He urged the SCO members to have a keen 
appreciation of the trend toward world mul-
ti-polarization and economic globalization, 
search for wisdom in the Shanghai Spirit and 
draw strength from unity and cooperation so 
as to build a closer community with a shared 
future for the organization.

The Chinese leader called on the members 
to develop the SCO into a model organization 
that highlights unity and mutual trust. Xi 
said the SCO needs to stick to the Shanghai 
Spirit, which features mutual trust, mutual 
benefit, equality, consultation, respect for 
cultural diversity and pursuit of common 
development, as its core value and shared 

philosophy, abide by the purposes and prin-
ciples enshrined in the SCO Charter and the 
Treaty on Long-Term Good-Neighborliness, 
Friendship and Cooperation Between the 
Member States of the SCO, step up po-
litical mutual trust and mutual support, and 
expand their overlapping interests.

To turn the group into a model that 
underscores the sharing of weal and woe, 
the SCO members, said the Chinese leader, 
need to hold fast to the concept of common, 
comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable 
security, take multiple measures to combat 
the "three forces" of terrorism, separatism 
and extremism, and enhance de-extremi-
zation cooperation. The group also needs to 
play a constructive role in promoting peace, 
reconciliation, stability and development in 
Afghanistan, he said. To build the SCO into 
a model organization that stresses mutual 
benefit and win-win results, Xi called on the 
SCO members to advocate multilateral trad-
ing system, build an open world economy, 
and put forward more institutional arrange-
ments in trade and investment liberalization 
and facilitation.

They also need to make good use of such 
cooperation and sharing platforms as the 
China International Import Expo for further 
opening-up, convergence and integration 
of regional economy, he said. The SCO 
countries need to implement the agreements 
reached at the Second Belt and Road Forum 
for International Cooperation, and further 
synergize the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
and the development strategies of other 
members, as well as such regional coop-
eration initiatives as the Eurasian Economic 

Union so as to promote an all-dimensional 
inter-connectivity, said Xi.

He also called on the group to adhere 
to innovation-driven development, and 
foster new growth areas in digital economy, 
e-commerce, artificial intelligence and big 
data. Xi called on member countries to build 
the SCO into a paradigm in inclusiveness 
and mutual learning. In this regard, he said, 
it is advisable to discard the concept of a 
clash of civilizations and uphold openness, 
inclusiveness and mutual learning.

He called on member countries to deepen 
cooperation in such areas as culture, educa-
tion, tourism, sports and media, and at local 
levels, as well as increase public involvement 
and sense of fulfillment. Xi called for a show 
of international responsibility by SCO 
members in the face of mounting global 
challenges.

The countries need to uphold a vision 
of global governance featuring extensive 
consultation, joint contributions and 
shared benefits, safeguard the international 
system with the UN at the core, promote 
multilateralism and free trade, and push for 
the development of a more just and equitable 
world order, he said.

The SCO needs to optimize its pattern 
of partnerships, play a more active role 
in regional and global affairs, and make 
joint efforts to promote lasting peace and 
common prosperity of the whole world, he 
added. Let us uphold the Shanghai Spirit, 
and work together with practical actions, so 
as to create an even brighter future for the 
SCO, Xi said.

President Xi for closer SCO 
community with shared future
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P
resident of Russian Fed-
eration Vladimir Putin 
shared Russian vision of 
the Organization’s work 
during its chairmanship 
speaking at the extended 
format meeting of the SCO 

Summit in Bishkek.
At the beginning of his speech Putin 

noted that he fully agrees with the positive 
assessments of his counterparts regard-
ing the development of the Organization. 
According to his words, the SCO is indeed 
developing successfully and strengthening 
its positions in regional affairs, making a 

significant contribution to ensuring peace, 
security and stability in Eurasia.

I would like to propose our vision of the 
future directions of the organization’s work 
in 2019-2020 in connection with Russia’s 
presidency in it. One of the main priority 
tasks remains the fight against terrorism and 
extremism. I consider important to increase 
cooperation within the SCO regional anti-
terrorist structures, to block the financial 
support of terrorists from the proceeds of 
drug trafficking and do everything to prevent 
biological, chemical and other weapons of 
mass destruction from falling into their 
hands, he said.

Putin added that Russia also supports 
close, joint work to suppress the propaganda 
of terrorism and extremism ideas on the 
Internet and the use of information and 
communication technologies for criminal 
purposes. The concept of cooperation in 
the field of digitalization and information 
and communication technologies, which 
is being adopted today, should strengthen 
cooperation in this area. Undoubtedly, there 

are issues on resolving crisis situations and 
peaceful settlement of conflicts near the 
external borders of the SCO member states 
during the Russia’s chairmanship in the 
SCO.

Putin noted that the situation in Afghani-
stan requires special attention. “Afghans 
need help in achieving national unity and 
economic recovery,” he said. Putin stressed 
that the Russian side fully supports the plan 
to expand the organization's cooperation 
with Afghanistan in economic and humani-
tarian cooperation and security.

Russia also intends to focus on strength-
ening mutually beneficial economic ties be-

tween the SCO member states. We propose 
to think jointly about new promising projects 
in trade, industry, energy, infrastructure, 
science, technology and innovation. The 
Business Council and the SCO Interbank 
Association could play an important role in 
this. Expansion of mutually beneficial and 
regional trade, investment and humanitar-
ian contacts will certainly contribute to the 
creation of a new mechanism within the 
framework of the Organization, the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation said.

The SCO is indeed successfully developing 
and strengthening its positions in regional 
affairs, making a significant contribution 
to ensuring peace, security and stability in 
Eurasia. Given that at the end of today's 
meeting, Russia will take over the Presi-
dency of the SCO,  Russian vision of the most 
promising areas of the organisation’s work 
in 2019–2020.

Russia also advocates close cooperation 
with the SCO member states in curbing the 
propaganda of terrorist and extremist ideas 
on the internet and the use of information 

and communication technologies for crimi-
nal purposes. The Concept of Cooperation 
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
Member States in Digitalisation and Infor-
mation and Communication Technology, 
which we are approving today, is aimed at 
strengthening cooperation in this area.

Over the period of Russia’s Presidency, the 
SCO will certainly face a great deal of work to 
settle crises and peacefully resolve conflicts 
seated near the external borders of our states. 
The developments in Afghanistan require 
special attention; my colleagues have already 
spoken about this here. The Afghan people 
need help in achieving national reconcilia-
tion and economic recovery.

We fully support the plan to expand the 
organisation’s security, economic and hu-
manitarian cooperation with Afghanistan, 
as reflected in the relevant roadmap to be 
signed today. We aim to contribute in every 
way to the revival of the SCO-Afghanistan 
Contact Group’s activity.

Real results in the fight against inter-
national terrorism have been achieved in 
Syria. The militants have been defeated 
there largely due to Russia’s comprehensive 
assistance to the legitimate Syrian govern-
ment. Damascus has regained control over 
most of the country’s territory. The political 
reconciliation process is progressing, and 
work is underway to set up the Constitu-
tional Committee.

Our immediate task now is to ensure the 
complete elimination of hotbeds of terror-
ism that remain in Syria, primarily in Idlib, 
and at the same time to increase the volume 
of humanitarian aid and assistance to the 
economic reconstruction of Syria provided 
by the international community.

The Iranian nuclear programme still 
raises concerns. The US withdrawal from 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action – as 
a reminder, it was unanimously approved 
by the UN Security Council in 2015 – is not 
only destabilising the region, but also can 
undermine the nuclear non-proliferation 
regime.

While presiding in the SCO, we intend to 
work to ensure that the parties to the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action fulfil their 
obligations. We consider this to be the only 
logical and correct path.

We also plan to focus on deepening the 
mutually beneficial economic ties between 
the SCO member states. In this context, we 
propose considering new promising projects 
in trade, industry, energy, infrastructure, sci-
ence and technology, and innovation. The 
SCO Business Council and the SCO Inter-
bank Consortium could play an important 
role in this work.

Putin shares vision for SCO 
under Russian chairmanship
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P
resident of Kazakhstan, 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
noted the high level of 
Kyrgyzstan’s chairman-
ship in the SCO speaking 
during the SCO Summit 
in Bishkek. He said that 

the Shanghai Cooperation Organization is 
one of the most effective and authoritative 
international associations. He noted that 
being a young organization, it had achieved 
notable success in its development and 
thereby attracted the attention of the entire 
world community.

As a leader in Central Asia, the country is 
making a significant contribution to stabil-
ity in the region. The country has made great 
strides on the global stage, which is proved 
by the presidency of Kazakhstan in the 
OSCE Summit held in Astana in December 
2010. 

We should maintain and strengthen the 
potential of the SCO. For example, there will 
be an action plan for 2018-2022 within the 
framework of a strategic agreement for the 
SCO on good-neighborliness, friendship and 
cooperation, he said. The Kazakh President 
noted that full-format relations should also 
be expanded by key multilateral structures of 
Eurasia. He stressed that the partners of the 
SCO could be the EAEU, OSEAN, BRICS 
and the European Union. Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev also proposed to hold a forum of 
young IT specialists of the SCO countries to 
develop digitalization in the organization's 
countries.

President suggest building comprehen-
sive collective security system under CICA 
aegis Kazakhstan interested in attracting 
investments from Qatar, President Climate 
change problem is one of the most pressing 
contemporary challenges.  We think that the 

SCO should take an active part in the world 
community efforts aimed at environmental 
protection. We suggest building the standing 
collaboration platform, Tokayev said. 

To promote sustainable development 
principle, we invite SCO member states 
and partner states to cooperate with the 
International Centre for Green Technologies 
and Investment Projects in Nur-Sultan, the 
President noted. President of Kazakhstan 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev believes that the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
needs its own pool of modern technological 
parks. 

Another significant initiative was the 
launch of the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence Building Measures in Asia, the 
Asian analogue of the OSCE. Kazakhstan’s 
activities as the chairman of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Cooperation, the leading or-
ganization of the Islamic world got positive 
feedback from the international community. 
The country is a well-established leader in 
the global anti-nuclear movement

While addressing the session of the SCO 
Heads of State Council on Friday, President 
Tokayev noted that vast economic potential 
of the organization should be used more ef-
fectively amid slowdown in economic growth 
and financial instability in world markets.

It is necessary to form the SCO pool of 
state-of-the-art technological parks, said 
President Tokayev, pointing out that this 
initiative will encourage practical implemen-
tation of the concept of cooperation in the 
sphere of digitalization and innovative and 
communication technologies adopted today. 

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev suggested hold-
ing a forum for young IT specialists from 
the SCO member states at the Astana Hub, 
International Hub for IT Startups, as the 
first step in that direction. Recall that today 

the President of Kazakhstan is participat-
ing in the session of the SCO Heads of State 
Council in Bishkek.

President of Kazakhstan Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayevis currently at the 19th meeting 
of the SCO Heads of State Council which 
is underway in Bishkek, the Akorda press 
service reports. President suggest building 
comprehensive collective security system 
under CICA aegis Kazakhstan interested in 
attracting investments from Qatar, President 
Issues of ensuring regional security remain 
vital. 

Unprecedented terror acts occurred in 
Sri Lanka, which is the SCO partner state, 
in April this year proves importance of 
Kazakhstan's initiative to build the global 
counterterrorism coalition under the UN 
aegis," Kazakh President told the sitting of 
the SCO Heads of State Council underway 
in Bishkek. 

According to him, the Code of Conduct 
Towards Achieving a World Free of Terror-
ism represented by Kazakhstan at the 73rd 
session of the UN GA would play its role in 
war on international terrorism. Develop-
ment of the SCO Centre for Information Se-
curity would contribute to protection of the 
Organization's information space. The SCO 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure Council 
can undertake the key role in its promotion 
taking into account the council's experience 
and specific character, the President added.

Kazakhstan is a member state of the 
Eurasian Economic Union. The basis of Ka-
zakhstan’s prosperity is the stable growth in 
all sectors of its economy, international rec-
ognition and political stability. Kazakhstan 
is a country looking into the future, which 
retains its culture, traditions and success-
fully realizes its huge creative potential in the 
nowadays dynamic world.

Kazakh President 
notes higher SCO role under Kyrgyz chairmanship
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T
he Shanghai Cooperation Organization member 
states discussed issues of resolution of problems on 
joint formation of the international economy. SCO 
Secretary General Vladimir Norov told the media 
that the accession of India and Pakistan has given 
the SCO a transcontinental character. The active 
involvement of two of the world’s largest powers, 

namely China and Russia, both permanent members of the UN 
Security Council, pursuing a global agenda in their foreign policy, 
objectively brings the SCO to the forefront of international politics, 
Norov pointed out.

A necessary prerequisite for the successful achievement of the 
SCO’s objectives both domestically and internationally is non-bloc 
approaches of its participants to building cooperation in the interests of 
constructive and mutually beneficial relations in various fields without 
infringing on any party’s interests whatsoever, Norov said.

Contentious bilateral issues are eschewed in SCO meetings. If not for 
this stipulation, Pakistan would raise its Kashmir dispute with India 
and divert the attention of the delegates from other countries. The SCO 
exists to addresses issues which are common to all members.

The SCO is not a military-political bloc, and is ready to cooperate 
with other states and international associations on a broad agenda.

The SCO has established the institutions of observer states and 
dialogue partners, signed documents on cooperation with respected 
international organisations, including the UN, CIS, CSTO, ASEAN, 
ECO, UN Secretariat, UNODC, ESCAP, CICA, ICRC, UNESCO 
and others. Cooperation documents are also being worked out with 
the World Tourism Organization and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe. One of the most important missions under 
the SCO Charter is the joint effort to counter terrorism, separatism 
and extremism in all its forms. For almost 20 years, the organization 
has made a substantial contribution to maintaining security and 
development in a vast region. “That is an undisputed fact, emphasizes 
Secretary General, Norov. Over these years, all members have jointly 
managed to create a solid contractual and legal framework and effective 
mechanisms of security cooperation. During the Qingdao summit, 
SCO member states approved a cooperation program for combating 
terrorism, separatism and extremism in 2019-2021, he adds.

The SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) conducts 
practical work and achieves significant results in its efforts to combat 
terrorism, separatism and extremism, in particular detecting, prevent-
ing and thwarting manifestations of these three forces of evil in SCO 
member states, eliminating their causes and the conditions underlying 
their emergence and spread, as well as countering the dissemination of 
their ideology and propaganda.

I can cite statistics that will be more convincing. In 2013-2017, over 
600 terrorist crimes were thwarted during the planning phase, over 
500 terrorist training camps were liquidated, and the activity of over 
2,000 members of international terrorist organizations was disrupted. 
The authorities confiscated over 1,000 improvised explosive devices, 
50 tonnes of explosives, 10,000 small firearms and over one million 
rounds of ammunition, Norov says.

To hone practical skills, the armed forces and law-enforcement 
agencies of SCO member states conduct joint Peace Mission 

counter-terrorist exercises. RATS has also established cooperation 
with law-enforcement agencies of SCO observer states and dialogue 
partners, specialized international and regional UN organisations, 
including the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism, UN Regional Centre 
for Preventive Diplomacy for Central Asia, the UN Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs, the OSCE, the Conference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Measures in Asia, Interpol, ASEAN, the Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO) and others.

Regarding upcoming tasks, Norov says that member states consider 
it necessary to direct efforts toward more quickly establishing a united 
global anti-terrorist front, with the UN in the central coordinating role 
that would act in line with international law, without politicization 
and double standards. In its activities, the SCO prioritizes information 
security; and the organization’s development strategy to 2025, passed 
in 2015, devotes significant attention to it.

For example, the document notes the need to strengthen coopera-
tion in the area of internet monitoring and to disrupt efforts to use 
the internet to undermine regional security and stability. For these 
purposes, the member states affirmed their intention to streamline 
cooperation to combat the use of ICT for terrorist purposes and to 
counter cyber-security threats facing SCO member states.

Norov says that the SCO has accomplished a lot over the years on 
the basis of the aforementioned documents. To lay out the facts, in 
2017 alone, RATS restricted access to over 80,000 online resources 
containing 500,000 materials as part of its efforts to prevent terrorist 
and extremist activity on the internet. Its operatives disrupted the 
activity of 360 members of terrorist and religious-extremist online 
communities, and over 100 criminal cases were opened against website 
administrators and moderators.

The SCO and its member states continue to make a substantial con-
tribution to global efforts to fight illegal drug trafficking. Norov points 
out that participants in the Qingdao summit passed the anti-narcotics 
strategy of SCO member states for 2018-2023, an action programme 
to implement this strategy, as well as the SCO concept to prevent the 
abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. These documents 
serve as key tools for coordinating the efforts of SCO member states.

SCO brings 
Central Asia to 
center-stage
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T
he Bishkek Declaration 
of the Council of Heads 
of State of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organiza-
tion was signed following 
the meeting of the SCO 
Summit. The Shanghai 

Cooperation Organization (SCO) adopted 
the Bishkek Declaration, calling for greater 
cooperation among member countries. After 
their speeches in plenary session in Kyrgyz 
capital Bishkek, the eight heads of SCO 
member states signed documents focusing 
on cooperation.

A statement released after the 19th 
summit said that there can be no justifica-
tion for any acts of terrorism and extremism. 
The Member States consider it important 
to implement comprehensive measures to 
more effectively counter terrorism and its 
ideology, to expose and eliminate various 
factors and conditions that facilitate terror-
ism and extremism, the declaration said.

[SCO members] noted the unaccept-

ability of interfering in the domestic affairs 
of states under the pretext of countering 
terrorism and extremism, as well as the 
unacceptability of using terrorist, extremist 
and radical groups for mercenary purposes, 
it added. The SCO members states that have 
signed the Code of Conduct to Achieve a 
Terrorism-Free World advocated consistent 
implementation of its provisions.

The declaration said it was necessary to 
ensure the earliest possible enactment of 
a protocol on security guarantees to the 
Central Asian Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone 
Treaty for all signatory states. It emphasized 
the unacceptability of attempts to ensure one 
country's security at the expense of other 
counties' security and noted that the unilat-
eral and unlimited buildup of missile defense 
systems by certain countries or groups of 
states was detrimental to international se-
curity and a destabilizing factor in the world.

The heads of the member-states reviewed 
the implementation of the results of the 

2018 Qingdao summit and the priority 
goals for SCO development in the context 
of current global political and economic 
processes. The Member States emphasized 

that the ShanghaiCooperation Organization 
is an effective and constructive mechanism 
for multilateral cooperation that plays an 
important role in maintaining regional 

peace and stability and in facilitating the 
prosperity and development of the Member 
States, the declaration said.

It also reaffirmed the member states' 

commitment to enhancing the central 
coordinating role of the UN and its Secu-
rity Council as a body vested with the main 
responsibility for maintaining international 

SCO Bishkek Declaration  
Greater Economic 

Cooperation
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The SCO heads of state signed 22 documents
• Decision on Approval the Work Plan (2019-2020) for the realization of the paragraphs of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the Anti Drug 

Strategy of the SCO Member States for 2018-2023.
• Decision on Approval the Regulation of the Forum of Heads of Regions of the SCO Member States. 
• Decision on Approval of the Concept of Cooperation of SCO Member States in Digitalization and Information and Communication Technologies. 
• Decision on Approval of the Development Program of Interregional Cooperation of the SCO Member States;
• Decision on Approval the Report of the SCO Secretary-General on the activities of the Organization over the past year;
• Decision on Approval the Report of the Council of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) on the Activities of the SCO RATS in 2018;
• Decision on Approval the Action Plan for the implementation of the Cooperation Concept of the SCO Member States in environmental protection 

for the period 2019-2021;
• Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 

Issues;
• Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UNWTO;
• Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the Astana International Financial Centre;
• Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization;
• Decision on Signing the Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UN Secretariat of European Economic Commission;
• Decision on Signing the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group’s Roadmap for Further Action;
• Information message on the results of the meeting of the SCO Summit (adopted without signing).
• A government officials of the SCO member states also have signed the following documents:
• Agreement between the Governments of the SCO Member States on cooperation in mass media.
• Agreement between the authorized bodies of the SCO member states on cooperation in physical culture and sport.
• Plan of main measures to develop cooperation among the SCO member states in the health for 2019-2021.
• Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UNWTO.
• Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Issues.
• Memorandum of Understanding between the SCO Secretariat and the Astana International Financial Centre.
• Roadmap for further action of the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group.

peace and security under the UN Charter. 
In this context, they [SCO member states] 
noted the intentions of the Republic of India, 
the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan and the Republic of Tajikistan 
to be elected as rotating members of the UN 
Security Council, as well as the intentions 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People's 
Republic of China, the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan, the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Uzbekistan to be elected to the 
UN Human Rights Council, the declaration 
added.

The declaration said that SCO will also 
sign memorandums of understanding 
with World Tourism Organization, Astana 

International Finance Center, Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, UN Economic Commission for 
Europe, World Tourism Organization and 
Astana International Finance Center. A 
roadmap for further actions of the SCO-
Afghanistan Contact Group was also inked 
during the summit. Four heads of SCO 
observer states, including Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani, also participated in the 
summit.

After the summit concluded, Kyrgyzstan 
handed over chairmanship of the SCO to 
Russia.

Russia will be hosting 20th SCO summit 
on 22-23 July 2020. In his address to the 

summit, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said that his country will pay particular at-
tention to deepening of cultural and human-
itarian ties during its SCO chairmanship. In 
particular, we will focus on implementation 
of the reached agreements on cooperation in 
mass media, physical education, sport and 
tourism, he said.

The member states pledged to give more 
attention to increase the share of national 
currencies in mutual financial transaction 
and settlements. Six of the members of 
the group including Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzistan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan reaffirmed their support for China’s 
Belt and Road initiative while India was not 
mentioned in this list. The member states 
also stressed the importance of implement-
ing comprehensive measure in order to fight 
terrorism and its ideology more effectively, to 
eliminate the sources that facilitate terrorism 
and extremism.

Interfering in the domestic affairs of states 
under the pretext of countering terrorism 
and extremism is unacceptable, the state-
ment noted the unacceptability of using 
terrorist, extremist and radical groups for 
mercenary purposes  as well as using ter-
rorism, extremist and radical groups for 
mercenary purposes.

The current regulatory-legal framework is 
vital to prevent weaponizing the outer space, 
the declaration underlined, and comply 
with the international law to make sure the 
exclusively peaceful use of the space is utterly 
important, the SCO declaration stressed. 
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Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan 
to upgrade cooperation, connectivity

President Jeenbekov, PM Imran discuss wide range of bilateral ties

P
akistan and Kyrgyzstan 
have agreed to compre-
hensively upgrade mutual 
cooperation in diverse 
fields and strengthen the 
land and air connectivity 
between the two countries. 

This agreement was reached at meeting 
between Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Sharipovich 
Jeenbekov on the sidelines of the SCO 
Summit in Bishkek.

The two leaders reviewed bilateral 
relations and agreed to comprehensively 
upgrade mutual cooperation in diverse 
fields. They also agreed to enhance 
people-to-people contacts and boost 
tourism cooperation through friendly 
visa regimes. Both leaders also agreed to 
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Joint Ministerial Commission and Bilateral Political 
Consultations soon. Kyrgyz President appreciated 
Pakistan’s role in the SCO. 

Prime Minister Imran Khan congratulated Kyrgyz 
President on hosting SCO Summit and invited the 
Kyrgyz President to visit Pakistan. Both the sides had 
a cordial meeting wherein the prime minister con-
gratulated the Kyrgyz president on hosting the SCO 
Summit.  The Kyrgyz president appreciated Pakistan’s 
role in the SCO.

The two leaders reviewed bilateral relations and 
also agreed to hold Joint Ministerial Commission 
and Bilateral Political Consultations soon. Both the 
countries agreed to enhance people-to-people contacts 
and boost tourism cooperation through friendly visa 
regimes. The prime minister invited the Kyrgyz presi-
dent to visit Pakistan.

Both sides had a cordial meeting wherein the 
prime minister congratulated the Kyrgyz president 
on hosting the SCO Summit. The Kyrgyz president 
appreciated Pakistan’s role in the SCO. The two leaders 
reviewed bilateral relations and also agreed to hold 
Joint Ministerial Commission and Bilateral Political 
Consultations soon, the statement read. 

The sides discussed issues of bilateral and multi-
lateral cooperation between the countries, including 

Prime Minister 
Imran Khan 
being received by 
Prime Minister 
of Kyrgyzstan 
Mukhammedkalyi 
Abylgaziev upon 
arrival at Bishkek, 
Kyrgyz Republic on 
June 13, 2019.  

Prime Minister Imran Khan congratulated 
Kyrgyz President on hosting SCO Summit 

and invited the Kyrgyz President to visit 
Pakistan. Both the sides had a cordial 

meeting wherein the prime minister 
congratulated the Kyrgyz president on 

hosting the SCO Summit
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within the framework of international 
organizations, the Kyrgyz President’s press 
service reported. The leaders noted the im-
portance of activation of relations between 
Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan in various spheres 
and identified priority areas of cooperation 
for the future.

Furthermore, the prime minister invited 
the Kyrgyz president to visit Pakistan. Ear-
lier upon arrival in Bishkek, PM Imran was 
received by Kyrgyzstan PM Mukhammed-
kalyi Abylgaziev and Health Minister 
Health Kosmosbek Sarievich Cholponbaev.

Since becoming a member of SCO in 
2017, Pakistan has been actively participat-
ing at all levels in various SCO mechanisms 
including foreign affairs, defence, national 
security, economy and trade, science and 
technology and innovation, youth and 
women empowerment, tourism and 
media. Last month, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi attended the SCO 
Council of Foreign Ministers Meeting in 
Bishkek, which finalised the documents 
and decisions to be signed by the SCO 
leaders during the Council of the Heads of 
State meeting.

Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 

Qureshi and Special Assistant to PM on 
Youth Affairs Muhammad Usman Dar 
are accompanying the Prime Minister. 
The invitation to the Prime Minister was 
extended by Kyrgyz President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov, who would Chair the CHS 
Meeting. The Leaders of SCO Member and 
Observer States as well as representatives of 
important International Organizations will 
attend the Meeting.

SCO is among the major trans-regional 
organizations. Pakistan shares deep 
rooted historical and cultural links with 
SCO Member States. SCO s multi-sectoral 
cooperation agenda is in line with Pakistan 
s policy of promoting regional peace and 
stability and seeking enhanced linkages in 
infrastructure, economic, trade and cultural 
spheres. Pakistan offers critical overland 
route for trade and energy and supports 
SCO s efforts for regional integration 
through linking CPEC with the 6 land 
routes of SCO.

Since becoming an SCO member in 2017, 
Pakistan has been actively participating at 
all levels in various SCO mechanisms in-
cluding Foreign Affairs, Defence, National 
Security, Economy and Trade, Education 

Pakistan offers 
critical overland 
route for trade and 
energy and supports 
SCO s efforts for 
regional integration 
through linking 
CPEC with the 6 land 
routes of SCO
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and Healthcare, Innovation, Youth and 
Women Empowerment, Justice, Agricul-
ture, Culture, Sports, Tourism and Media.

Earlier, in May this year, Foreign Minister 
of Pakistan Shah Mahmood Qureshi met 
his Kyrgyz Counterpart Chingiz AIdarbe-
kov in Bishkek on Tuesday and discussed 
the bilateral relations besides issues of 
mutual interest. Shah Mahmood Qureshi is 
in the Kyrgyz Capital to attend the two-day 
meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers 

of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Countries. 

During the meeting, the Kyrgyz foreign 
minister welcomed Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on his arrival in Bishkek. The two 
foreign ministers expressed satisfaction 
over the growing cooperation between 
Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan. They agreed to 
extend the volume of Pak-Kyrgyz bilateral 
trade to US$ 10 million. In addition, they 
also agreed to increase exchanges to further 
augment cooperation between the two 
sides.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi felicitated 
the Kyrgyz foreign minister on success-
fully arranging the SCO Council of Foreign 
Ministers’ Meeting in Bishkek. Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan Faisal Niaz 
Tirmazi was also present in the meeting.

Earlier Ambassador Faisal Niaz Tirmazi 
and Senior Officials of Kyrgyzstan received 
the Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi when he reached Bishkek to attend 
the SCO Council of Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting. The SCO Ministerial meeting will 
approve important documents, which will 
later be adopted by the Council of Heads of 
States meeting to be held in Bishkek next 
month.Qureshi will deliver his remarks at 
the Plenary Session of the meeting.

Kyrgyz foreign minister 
welcomed Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi on his arrival in 
Bishkek. The two foreign 

ministers expressed 
satisfaction over the growing 

cooperation between Pakistan 
and Kyrgyzstan
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profiting strategic think tank with key focus on diplomacy and business promotion, 
is bridging gap between the entrepreneurs of different countries through different 
activities as well as forging and fostering trade and investments. Under the 
dynamic leadership of President Amna Malik, COPAIR have helped both Pakistani 
and foreign investors to connect with each other resulting in joint ventures both in 
Pakistan and other countries.
In the wake of strengthening strategic, trade and commerce cooperation between 
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