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Pak Defence Forces: Saviors of World Peace

The valour and brave defence forces have got themselves recognized 
as the best armed forces in the world by giving a befitting response to 
unlawful intrusion of the Indian war mongering coward forces into 
Pakistan. Each and every Pakistani soldier takes oath to defend every 
inch of homeland till the last drop of his blood and every family of mar-
tyred soldiers proudly receive felicitations from their close ones on the 
martyrdom of their loved ones instead of condolences. This is why, today 
every soldier is filled with high spirits and enthusiasms for embracing 
martyrdom while defending the motherland.

This high spiritedness accelerates the professional war capability of our 
troops and empower them to overpower the Indian forces because Indian 
soldiers are deprived of such enthusiasm for martyrdom. Thanks to Allah 
Almighty and our brave armed forces who have saved the South Asia and 
the entire world from horrible devastative plans of Indian cheap politi-
cians who are still bent of make Indian forces as scapegoats for the sake 
of their petty political gains. However, it is a good development for the 
regional stability that some sane voices have also started emerging from 
inside India against the heinous plans of Narendra Modi led group of 
fanatics . Even inside the Indian parliament, political parties have started 
criticising Modi for using Indian defence forces for his political gains.

Through the swift and timely surprised response to Indian intrusion 
as well as locking down the most sensitive targets in Indian occupied 
Kashmir, Pakistani defence forces have made it clear to the whole in-
ternational community that no match in the world especially in the 
region. This fact must also be realized by the Indian leadership which 
is mad in the lust of getting regional hegemony. Therefore, it is duty 
of the international community to step forward to pressurize India to 
shun its anti Pakistan agenda and follow the sole doctrine of ‘Live and 
Let Others To Live’.

Worthy Readers! the March edition of Melange, International Magazine 
is in your hands to quench your reading thirst. This edition carries  
number of special reports, analyses, articles and others about the im-
portant international developments on social, economic, strategic and 
other fronts. Melange Team is hopeful that this edition will get your 
appreciation therefore worthy comments and feedback is prestigious 
for us.

Printed at Roohani Art Press, Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Express Way, Islamabad
Published by Amna Malik, 58,Shahra -e- Suharwardy,  G-6/4, Islamabad
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The heart winning visit of Saudi 
Crown Prince Muhammad Bin 
Salman to Pakistan has set new 
foundations of cordial relations 
between both the countries. 

The visit took place at a time when Pakistan 

was in dire need of foreign especially financial 
assistance from the friendly countries to meet 
its current account and trade deficit as well 
as to equalize the balance of payments. The 
Saudi crown prince is energetic and has so far 
revealed a brave new vision for the future. In 
Khan, he is likely to find a resilient strategic 
partner with visions of his own to transform 
the age-old political order in Pakistan. Both are 
capable of giving new life and momentum to 
Saudi-Pakistan relations.

After taking office, Prime Minister Imran 

Khan’s first official foreign visit was to Saudi 
Arabia, which reflects the important place it 
has always occupied in Pakistan’s foreign policy. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has been seeking 
help from friendly countries in order to cut the 
size of the bailout package his country is likely 
to need from the International Monetary Fund, 
under very strict conditions. The country is 
seeking its 13th bailout since the late 1980s and 
Saudi Arabia has already provided a $6bn loan

For decades, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have 
enjoyed a strong and close holistic friendship. 
Whenever Pakistan has faced challenges, 
Saudi Arabia has stood shoulder to shoulder 
and helped financially and diplomatically. For 
Pakistanis, the Kingdom holds immense cul-
tural and religious importance. The presence of 
Makkah and Madinah makes Saudi Arabia one 
of the most significant countries in the Islamic 
world. Pakistanis, and Muslims in general, have 
a special reverence for the Kingdom and its 
leadership, and many Pakistanis visit every year 
for pilgrimage and other religious activities.

With the expansion of the Two Holy Mosques, 
a valuable contribution to the Muslim Ummah 
continues to be made. This has been one of the 
most massive construction projects in history, 
inspiring in both its scale and ambition, and 
I have witnessed the difference that has been 
made to the experience of making pilgrimage 

BIG Story

New Chapter
in Pak-KSA ties

MBS visit wins hearts of Pakistanis,
takes bilateral relations to new heights

AMNA MALIK
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there. The two holy sites are now a feat of 
logistics, with a high-speed rail link and other 
ambitious infrastructure under construction 
that will allow it to accommodate 2 million 
people for several weeks a year. Other countries 
can learn much from such a wide-reaching 
development, which brings benefits not only 
for the Saudi people but for the whole region.

Saudi investments in an oil refinery in the port 
city of Gwadar in southwest Pakistan, as well 
as large-scale investments in special economic 
zones in the agricultural and technology sectors, 
will accrue mutual benefits. Pakistan already 
stands at a huge advantage because of prefer-
ential credit sales of oil by Saudi Arabia and 
substantial balance of payments support. It also 
benefits from remittances by Pakistani expats in 
the Kingdom, while robust cooperation between 
the defense forces of the two countries is an ad-
ditional source of strength.

In this regard Saudi Arabia pledged invest-
ment deals worth $20bn with Pakistan which 
is seeking to bolster its fragile economy. The 
deals include funding for an $8bn oil refinery 
in the city of Gwadar. Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan signed provisional agreements and 
memorandums of understanding in the energy, 
petrochemicals and mining sectors. The two 
countries have a long-standing military relation-
ship. Investment and trade relations have been 
given high priority during the visit as Saudi 

Crown Prince announced 20 billion dollars 
investment and signed agreements and MoUs 
in several sectors in Pakistan. The visit laid the 
foundation for a new chapter in Pakistan-Saudi 
political, diplomatic, and economic, investment, 
and trade, people-to-people, defence and secu-
rity relationship. The establishment of Supreme 
Coordination Council, its subsidiary mechanism 

are one of the key steps in shaping the new 
trajectory in the bilateral relations.

Both sides also reiterated their commitment to 
continue combating extremism and terrorism 
and expressed their deep appreciation for the 
achievements and sacrifices made by the two 

sides in the war against terrorism. They also ap-
plauded the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in 
order to confront this serious scourge and called 
on the international community to shoulder its 
responsibilities to join all international efforts to 
combat global terrorism.

Both brotherly countries, applauds the grow-
ing momentum in bilateral ties in all areas. They 

stressed that dialogue is the only way to ensure 
peace and stability in the region and to resolve 
the outstanding issues. Both sides also strongly 
condemned the atrocities and human rights 
violations committed against Muslims around 
the world. Both sides noted with satisfaction 
their strong defence and security ties, and agreed 
to further enhance cooperation in this field to 
advance shared objectives.

Crown Prince praised Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s agenda of transforming Pakistan into a 
welfare state, based on Islamic socio-economic 
principles and assured him of the Kingdom’s 
continued support. The two sides expressed 
their hope for achieving a fair, comprehensive 
and long-lasting peace in the Middle East in 
accordance with the Arab Peace Initiative and 
the resolutions of international legitimacy 
guaranteeing the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people, including the establishment of an 
independent and viable Palestinian state based 
on internationally agreed standards 1967 with 
Jerusalem as its capital.

The two sides agreed on the importance 
of political settlement and promoting peace 
and stability in Afghanistan so that millions 
of Afghan refugees in neighboring countries 
can return to their country and contribute to 
their development and lasting peace. Saudi 
side appreciated Pakistan’s generous hosting of 

Saudi side appreciated 
Pakistan’s generous 
hosting of millions of 
Afghan refugees and 
other initiatives by 
Pakistan in the Afghan 
context.

The two sides agreed on the importance of political settlement 
and promoting peace and stability in Afghanistan so that millions 
of Afghan refugees in neighboring countries can return to their 
country and contribute to their development and lasting peace.
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millions of Afghan refugees and other initiatives 
by Pakistan in the Afghan context.

The two sides agreed to further strengthen 
measures to promote trade, participate in 
exhibitions and events, welcome business 
meetings from both countries, and encourage 
the private sector to take the lead in building a 
strong economic partnership between the two 
brotherly countries.

The Crown Prince stressed the potential of the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor which will 
contribute to the development and prosperity of 
the region. Both of countries called to promote 
dialogue, respect and understanding among 
followers of different faiths to promote peace 
and interfaith harmony.

Foreign Office Spokesperson in this regard 
said investment and trade relations were given 
high priority during the visit as Saudi Crown 
Prince announced 20 billion dollars investment 
and signed agreements and MoUs in several 
sectors in Pakistan. The visit laid the foundation 
for a new chapter in Pakistan-Saudi political, 
diplomatic, and economic, investment, and 
trade, people-to-people, defence and security 
relationship.

The establishment of Supreme Coordination 
Council, its subsidiary mechanism are one of 
the key steps in shaping the new trajectory in the 
bilateral relations. The Prime Minister expressed 
gratitude to the Crown Prince for his immediate 
consent to release 2107 prisoners from Saudi 
jails. He briefed the Crown Prince on the grave 
human rights violations in Indian Occupied 
Kashmir and the need for resolution of Jammu 
and Kashmir dispute in accordance with UN 
Security Council resolutions and wishes of the 
Kashmiri people. The Saudi side praised Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s dialogue offer to India 
including the initiative on opening of Kartarpur 
corridor.

The Saudi side lauded Pakistan’s important 
positions in the Islamic world and its efforts 
for regional peace and security. Both sides also 
reiterated their commitment to continue com-
bating extremism and terrorism and expressed 
their deep appreciation for the achievements 
and sacrifices made by the two sides in the 
war against terrorism. They also applauded 
the martyrs who sacrificed their lives in order 
to confront this serious scourge and called on 
the international community to shoulder its 
responsibilities to join all international efforts 
to combat global terrorism.

Both brotherly countries, applauds the grow-
ing momentum in bilateral ties in all areas. They 
stressed that dialogue is the only way to ensure 
peace and stability in the region and to resolve 
the outstanding issues. Both sides also strongly 
condemned the atrocities and human rights 
violations committed against Muslims around 
the world. Both sides noted with satisfaction 
their strong defence and security ties, and agreed 
to further enhance cooperation in this field to 
advance shared objectives.

Crown Prince praised Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s agenda of transforming Pakistan into a 
welfare state, based on Islamic socio-economic 

principles and assured him of the Kingdom’s 
continued support. The two sides expressed 
their hope for achieving a fair, comprehensive 
and long-lasting peace in the Middle East in 
accordance with the Arab Peace Initiative and 
the resolutions of international legitimacy 
guaranteeing the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people, including the establishment of an 
independent and viable Palestinian state based 
on internationally agreed standards 1967 with 
Jerusalem as its capital.

The two sides agreed on the importance 
of political settlement and promoting peace 
and stability in Afghanistan so that millions 
of Afghan refugees in neighboring countries 
can return to their country and contribute to 
their development and lasting peace. Saudi 
side appreciated Pakistan’s generous hosting of 
millions of Afghan refugees and other initiatives 
by Pakistan in the Afghan context.

The two sides agreed to further strengthen 
measures to promote trade, participate in 
exhibitions and events, welcome business 
meetings from both countries, and encourage 
the private sector to take the lead in building a 
strong economic partnership between the two 
brotherly countries.

The Crown Prince stressed the potential of the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor which will 
contribute to the development and prosperity of 
the region. Both of countries called to promote 
dialogue, respect and understanding among 
followers of different faiths to promote peace 
and interfaith harmony.

Speaking at a dinner at Prime Minister House, 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman 
expressed optimism about the economic future 
of Pakistan, saying his country had been wait-
ing for a leadership like that of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to partner with Islamabad in 

Saudi security team in the town

ISLAMABAD: The security team of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
arrived in Pakistan on Monday ahead of his scheduled visit to the country. The security 
team of the Saudi crown prince visited several places to review security arrangements 
in the federal capital.

A team of doctors and a delegation of Saudi media persons who will cover Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s tour have also reached Islamabad. Mohammed bin Salman 
(MbS) is due to arrive in Pakistan on February 16 for a two-day visit, as per the Saudi 
ambassador to the country.

The crown prince is likely to be accommodated at the Prime Minister House during 
his visit.

A week earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan had also reviewed arrangements for 
the upcoming visit of the crown prince. He presided over a high-level meeting in 
Islamabad to review arrangements, including potential agreements to be signed with 
the kingdom during the crown prince’s visit to foster bilateral cooperation.

Historical deals which would be inked during the visit of the crown prince are being 
given final shape. It was previously reported that agreements of huge investment worth 
15 billion dollars on behalf of the Saudi Arabian government will be inked during the 
visit of Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman.

A petrochemical complex would be built from Saudi Arabia’s investment in Gwadar 
and a memorandum of understanding will be signed in this regard. The kingdom has 
already transferred $3 billion as promised during visit of Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
to face balance of payment issue.
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various areas. MBS said Pakistan is a dear 
country to all Saudis and that the two countries 
have walked together in tough and good times. 
He said Pakistan today had a great future in 
store with a great leadership, and noted that 
the country’s GDP grew by 5 per cent in 2018.

We believe that Pakistan is going to be a very, 
very important country in the coming future 
and we want to be sure we are part of that. 
Turning towards Prime Minister Khan, he said 
that his country had been waiting for that kind 
of a leadership to partner with and build a lot 
of things together. Saudi Arabia and Pakistan 
today signed Memorandums of Understanding 
(MoUs) for investment cooperation. We believe 
the amount of that kind of investment is US 
$20 billion,

MBS said. It’s big, for phase one. He expressed 
the hope that the investment will grow to bigger 
numbers in the coming years and be beneficial 
for both the countries. The Saudi royal said 
his country would collaborate with Pakistan 
economically, politically and in terms of security. 
We believe in our region, that is why we are 
investing in it. This is my first trip [to the] east 
since I became the crown prince and the first 
country [that I have visited] is

Speaking on the occasion Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said the Kingdom has always been 
a friend in need to Pakistan. For Pakistanis, this 
is a great day, the premier said, adding that 
Saudi Arabia had always been there when 
Pakistan needed friends. I want to thank you 
for the way you helped us when we were in [a] 
bad situation, Khan told MBS, adding that Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia were now taking their 
relationship to a new level, where investment 
agreements would be mutually beneficial for the 
countries. The investment would revolve around 
minerals, tourism, petrochemicals, agriculture, 
food processing and other areas.

Prime Minister Khan also invited Riyadh 
to avail opportunities that can arise from the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
and Pakistan’s close links with Beijing. It is an 
exciting future where we have Saudi Arabia 
participating in what is going to be, in the next 
10 years, probably the country with the biggest 
GDP. Khan told MBS that if it hadn’t been for 
security concerns, you would have seen thou-
sands and thousands of people on the streets 
welcoming you.

The prime minister’s speech preceded the 
address of the Saudi crown prince, but once 
MBS finished, Khan rose again to speak about 
two issues. One, he requested MBS to allow 
Pakistani Haj pilgrims to undergo immigration 
at the three major Pakistani airports before 
leaving for Saudi Arabia for their convenience. 
Secondly, Prime Minister Khan requested the 
Saudi authorities to look into the hardships of 
the Pakistani labourers working in the King-
dom.

=============================
Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 

and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 

and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

BIG Story

Cabinet okays 8 MoUs with Saudi Arabia
ISLAMABAD: The federal cabinet meeting on Thursday gave go-ahead to ink 

eight memorandum of understanding (MoUs) with the Saudi Arabia during the 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s upcoming visit to Pakistan. The federal 
cabinet meeting held in Islamabad with Prime Minister Imran Khan in the chair 
to deliberate over a 20-point agenda. The meeting was briefed about different 
issues including Pakistan-Saudi Arabia relations, forthcoming visit of Saudi 
crown prince and other issues. The meeting continued for above five hours. 
The cabinet also discussed the Anti-Narcotics Policy-2018 and looked over the 
implementation of its earlier decisions in its session.

Meanwhile Prime Minister said that Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Muhammad 
Bin Salman would be given unprecedented welcome upon arrival in the country. 
Chairing a high-level meeting, PM Imran Khan reviewed all the arrangements 
and security plan for the maiden visit of the Saudi crown prince, who is scheduled 
to touch down in Islamabad on tomorrow.

He said that the government would provide every possible facility for boosting 
investment and ease of doing business in the country. The prime minister said 
that the government was taking measures to change visa regime to facilitate 
business community and tourists. The meeting also finalized draft agreements 
which would be signed between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia during the Saudi 
crown prince’s forthcoming visit to Pakistan.

Inter-Services Public Relations Director General Maj General Asif Ghafoor, 
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry, Minister for Petroleum Ghulam Sarwar 
Khan, Adviser to the PM on Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood and other high 
officials were present in the meeting. It is pertinent to mention here that all 
the arrangements have been finalised for the first-ever visit of Saudi Crown 
Prince Muhammad bin Salman, who is scheduled to touch down in Islamabad 
tomorrow.

The Saudi crown prince will arrive in Pakistan tomorrow for a two-day visit, 
according to the Saudi ambassador, and is expected to stay at the PM House. 
During his stay, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia will be signing a number of agree-
ments and MoUs related to diverse sectors, including investment, finance, power, 
renewable energy, internal security, media, culture and sports. The two countries 
will also discuss ways and means to develop a robust follow-up mechanism 
to ensure effective implementation and quick progress on tangible areas of 
cooperation.

Meanwhile, Foreign Office spokesman Dr Mohammad Faisal said on Twit-
ter Pakistan and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) will ink a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) on drug control, smuggling and psychotropic substances. 
The MoU will be signed during the forthcoming visit of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman.

Moreover, Prime Minister Imran Khan will announce Sehat Insaf card pro-
gramme for tribal areas today. Khan will make the announcement at the Gover-
nor House during his visit to Peshawar.  PM Khan had launched the first phase 
of health card scheme for Islamabad on Feb 4. Sources informed the gathering 
would be held Friday evening, adding some important figures were also invited 
to attend the gathering.

In the second phase, people from tribal areas are being given health cards. 
Some of the people from tribal districts have been invited to the event. Under the 
scheme, the treatment for angioplasty, brain surgery, cancer and other diseases 
will be done free of cost. At least 15 million people will benefit from this policy. 
The card holders could receive medical facilities up to Rs 720,000. The medical 
facilities would be available in more than 150 private and government hospitals.

At the time of launching ceremony, PM Khan had said “eradicating poverty is 
central to our all policies, adding that people become poor owing to expenses 
of their medical treatment. A poor man who makes his ends meet after much 
difficulty cannot afford medical treatments, the facility of Sehat card will ease 
the issues faced by poor citizens, the prime minister continued.

It is not easy to behold a family member suffering from cancer, when my mother 
was diagnosed with cancer, we had to take her abroad for treatment as there was 
no cancer hospital, he recalled. On January 1, Prime Minis ter Khan had ordered 
to provide health cards to 500,000 families in the former Federal Administered 
Tri bal Areas by the end of January.
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The prevailing tension between 
Pakistan and India is an 
alarming situation for the 
whole world because armed 
forces of both the nuclear 

powers are standing in front of each other 
equipped with all kind of conventional and 
no conventional warfare. Therefore, slightest 
possible misadventure or miscalculation from 
any side may convert the whole South Asia as 
well as entire world into a bomb shell. There 
are more chances of such a misadventure or 
blunder from Indian fanatic leadership which 
has turned the region into a fireball due to its 
designs of expansionism and Hintuvta.

Actually the Modi government is trying to 
fool the Indian nation and opposition to cover 
up his political losses.  Modi government is 
also playing with regional peace and targeting 
innocent lives. This was why, Indian jets in-
truded into Pakistan’s airspace early Tuesday 
amid mounting tensions but escaped without 
causing any casualties.

The blatant violation of Pakistani sover-
eignty by Indian war planes has also brought 
both the countries into the world lime light 
because forces of both the nuclear powers are 
arraying in front of each other. In this context 
the global community must step forward to 
help foster peace between the two neighbour-
ing countries. Moreover, the United Nations 
and other international organizations and 
forums must also exert their pressure on India 
to shun war mongering to ensure peace and 
stability in the region.

Tuesday’s intrusion by Indian aircrafts in 
Pakistani areas has exposed India as an ir-
responsible state whose nuclear arsenal is in 
hands of Hindu fanatics. In this connection, 
Indian military leadership has been abused 
by the ruling party for political gains because 
now after intrusion inside Pakistan, Modi’s 
party seems ahead of other parties’ thus 
Indian armed forces are badly abused by 
fanatic Modi.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
through his fanaticism has created a war 
frenzy just to win the hearts of Hindu fanatic 
voters in the upcoming Indian general elec-
tions which are scheduled to be held in  April 
and May 2019 to constitute the 17th Lok 
Sabha. Legislative Assembly elections in the 
states of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Odisha, Sikkim and Jammu and Kashmir are 

expected to be held simultaneously with the 
general elections.

India by making unlawful and unjustified 
intrusion has put the world peace at the 
stake, but tragic is the response from the 
international community because almost 
every international figure asked both Pakistan 
and India to exercise the restraint; however 
did not condemn the Indian act. Even close 
friendly countries to Pakistan whom the 
whole Pakistani nation view as time tested 
and all weather friends have not condemned 
India for violating Pakistani sovereignty.

In the aftermath of Pulwama attack a rising 
tide of hate is surging through India against 
the people of Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
Pakistan and Indian Muslims. According to 
internal sane voices from India, Modi govern-
ment allowed the Pulwama incident happen 
in a bid to blame Pakistan to sensitive Indian 
voters on the upcoming elections.

As per these voices, Indian intelligence 
reports had disclosed the possibility of attack 
once week before the time of occurrence but 
Modi led cabinet security committee took no 
action just to have an opportunity to blame 
Pakistan for being behind the attack to kill 
two birds with one stone; malign Pakistan 
and win over the voters at the same time out 
of one incident. But as per proverb, who-
ever digs a hole for others falls himself in it; 

Indian unlawful intrusion in Pakistan
threatens human survival on earth

Indian War Hysteria—Grave Threat to World

ASIF HAROON RAJA
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Narendra Modi government has fallen in its 
own dug hole.  

People of Kashmir are suffering and dis-
tressed people deserve international attention 
and engagement. For years, Pakistan has been 
trying to find a peaceful and political solution 
of Kashmir issue to lessen the sufferings of the 
people. India is interested only in the land, the 
territory of Kashmir and it is not interested in 
the people of Kashmir because they don’t own 
India as their country.

The International community is required 
to be sensitized about the meanest possible 
nature of Indian leadership which spares no 
time to malign Pakistan by carrying out terror 
activities even against its own citizens just to 
blame Pakistan. In this regard, a number of 
terror attacks inside India can be quoted for 
which Pakistan was blamed but later Indian 
investigation agencies exposed the Indian own 
role in those attacks.

Now on the eve of historical visit of Saudi 
Crown Prince Muhammad bin Salman to 
Pakistan, Indians have managed to kill some 
44 own soldiers in Occupied Kashmir just to 
put pressure on Saudi Crown Prince during 
his visit to India. According to some observ-
ers, Prince Salam may face strong pressure 
from Indian leadership regarding Pakistan 
during his stay in India.

In  th i s  background, 
Pakistani foreign office and 
diplomats are required to 
highlight Indian mentality 
before the world to avert 
Indian hostile propaganda 
against Pakistan as well as 
to improve Pakistani stature in the eyes of 
the world. In this regard, Pakistan needs to 
follow an aggressive approach, shunning the 
apologetic attitude, in exposing the Indian 
terror promoting network in Pakistan espe-
cially in Balochistan, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa 
and other areas from its Afghanistan based 
consulates which have become operational 
basis of Indian terrorist agency RAW.

The intelligence agencies of India USA, 
Israel and the puppet government in Kabul 
(RAW, CIA, NDS) duly supported by MI-6, 
Mossad and BND based in Kabul have been 
targeting Pakistan from Afghanistan as well 
as Iran from 2003 onward to destabilize, 
denuclearize, de-Islamize and Balkanize Pa-
kistan. The collaborating agencies have been 
making use of paid proxies and hybrid war 

to achieve their objectives. Pakistan security 
forces after fighting the war on terror for 15 
years finally succeeded in chucking out all 
terrorist groups and restoring peace. Today 
Pakistan is in a much stronger position to deal 
with internal and external challenges which 
has dismayed India and its strategic partners.

India is highly perturbed over the fast 
changing regional scenario which is going in 

favor of Pakistan and is against the interest 
of India. Despite India’s best efforts to scuttle 
CPEC, it is making good progress. Game 
changing CPEC has disrupted India’s plan to 
isolate Pakistan. The US-Taliban peace talks 
in which India has no role, while Pakistan is 
playing a key role has upset India. The US 
plans to strike a peace deal with the Taliban 
and arrive at a political settlement. The US-

NATO troops intend to exit 
from Afghanistan, which 
will pave the way for the 
Taliban to regain power. 
That would mean decrease 
if not termination of Indian 
influence and increase 
of Pakistan’s influence in 

Afghanistan.
The gulf between Pakistan and the Arab 

Gulf States in the aftermath of Yemen crisis 
in 2015 had been quickly filled up by India 
by getting close to Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
(KSA) and UAE. The void has now been filled 
and bitterness removed after the change of 
government in Islamabad and quiet diplo-
macy of Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa. Much to 
the disappointment of India, old camaraderie 
between Pakistan and KSA-UAE has been 
restored. KSA, UAE and Qatar have extended 
generous financial support and oil on deferred 
payment to help the new government led by 
Imran Khan to tide over its economic crisis.

China is continuing to consolidate its strate-
gic relationship with Pakistan and to bolster 
CPEC. USA finding itself stuck in Afghanistan 
and wanting to exit safely and honorably is 
waving an olive oil to Pakistan and extending 
an offer of free trade agreement. Amidst the 
happy tidings for Pakistan, planned high 
profile visit of Crown Prince M. Bin Salman to 
Pakistan and then to India and the expected 
Saudi investment of $20 billion together with 
setting up of oil refinery at Gwadar seaport to 
further boost up CPEC alarmed India. Visit of 
Afghan Taliban to Islamabad on 17th, hear-
ing of Kalbushan case in ICJ on 18th, crucial 
meeting of FATF on 18th  for which India was 
lobbying to put Pakistan in black list, and PSL 

In the aftermath of Pulwama attack a rising tide of hate is surging through 
India against the people of Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan 
and Indian Muslims. According to internal sane voices from India, Modi 
government allowed the Pulwama incident happen in a bid to blame 
Pakistan to sensitive Indian voters on the upcoming elections.
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matches taking place in Karachi-Lahore were 
other important events in that timeframe. 

Internally, Narendra Modi is facing heavy 
criticism from the public since he has been 
unable to fulfill the tall promises he made 
to the people of India. Instead of uplifting 
the GDP above 11% as boasted by him, the 
GDP has dropped below 7% and devaluation 
of bigger currency notes and taxation have 
affected the small businessmen and farmers. 
His extremist policies against the minorities 
in India and craze to promote Hindutva have 
declined his popularity and minimized his 
chances to get re-elected. In Indian Occupied 
Kashmir (IOK), Kashmiris have got alienated 
and Kashmir is fast slipping out of the hands 
of India owing to oppressive policies of BJP 
government.

Moreover, the atrocities of Indian security 
forces are now being noticed with concern 
by the international community, the UN and 
even the saner elements in India. Modi is 
feeling frustrated that he has failed to over-
awe Pakistan through his aggressive tactics, 
keeping the Line of Control hot by carrying 
out repeated violations (300 in 2016, over 
1900 violations in 2017 and that many in 
2018), resorting to water terrorism and hurl-
ing threats to break Pakistan into four pieces. 
Much to his distress, the electoral loss of BJP 
in five states has panicked him.

It was in the backdrop of series of upsetting 
developments for Modi when seen in context 
with approaching elections in India in May 
2019 that it was apprehended that he might 
resort to some sort of misadventure with a 
view to infuse fresh life into his election cam-
paign, distract the attention of the world from 
IOK, find an excuse to further step up ethnic 
cleansing of Kashmiri Muslims, change the 
demography of Kashmir Valley, drum up old 

narrative that Pakistan is abetting terrorism 
in Kashmir and isolate Pakistan diplomati-
cally. It became all the more crucial because 
of the planned visit of Crown Prince on 16-17 
February.

On 14 February, a suicide bomber rammed 
his car filled with explosive into the military 
convoy in Pulwama (part of Jammu in IOK) 
killing 40 Indian CRPF soldiers. Within min-
utes of the occurrence, India blamed Jaish-
e-Muhammad (JeM) and Pakistan without 
even carrying out preliminary investigations.

India has mastered the art of false flag 

operations and has been using it frequently to 
project itself as the victim of terrorism (attack 
on Indian Parliament in 2001, Mumbai at-
tacks in 2008, Pathankot and Uri attacks in 
2016). Indian leaders utter lies without any 
qualm and have been consistently cooking 
up fake stories to malign Pakistan. Need for 
engineering an attack was felt by the BJP 
to garner the votes of Hindu Far Right, to 
dampen the visit of Crown Prince in Pakistan 
and to color his perceptions.

The way the Kashmiris are being oppressed, 
killed, maimed, tortured, raped and humili-
ated since 1989 by Indian forces and are being 
denied the right of self-determination gives 
them a strong cause to resort to extreme 
measure of suicide attacks. Even the children 
and girls throw stones at the Indian soldiers 
and do not fear them. Adil was among the 
many who were detained, tortured and made 
to rub nose on the floor. This option is prob-
able but doesn’t suit India.

Pakistan Sponsored Attack. Pakistan draws 
no benefit and stands to lose on all ac-
counts particularly when its national policy 
and strategy is defensive, and has shown 
extraordinary restraint in the face of Indian 
indiscriminate firing along the LoC causing 
deaths and injuries to a large numbers of 
civilians. Pakistan has paid a heavy price in 
controlling terrorism, it is making concerted 
efforts to get itself out of the FATF grey list 
and its main focus is on improving economy. 
Hence this option is unviable and ruled out 
but suits India the most.

From February 14 onward, Indian media 
stimulated a calculated hysteria duly aug-
mented by BJP hawks. Drums of war were 
drummed and slogan of ‘teach Pakistan a 
lesson’ was loudly chanted. Options of how 

Spotlight
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best to avenge the attack in Pulwama were 
openly discussed on Indian media channels. 
Kashmiris were hunted all over in Jammu 
and Indian cities, killed, thrashed and girls 
kidnapped. The state machinery backed up 
the goons belonging to RSS, BJP, Shev Sena 
and other extremist Hindu groups. Additional 
12000 troops were inducted into the already 
saturated Kashmir Valley to further tyrannize 
the Kashmiris.

It was owing to jingoism of India that the 
Crown Prince delayed his visit to Pakistan 
by one day and visit of Taliban to Islamabad 
was also cancelled. Highly successful visit of 
the Crown Prince to Islamabad followed by 
failure of Modi to extract a statement from the 
visitor advising Pakistan to rein in Pakistan-
based terrorist groups allegedly involved in 
Pulwama attack thoroughly disappointed 
him.

Failure of UNSC to blame and condemn Pa-
kistan, rejection of Indian accusation against 
Pakistan in Pulwama attack by Turkey, and 
Trump desisting from pointing a finger at 
Pakistan further upset Modi. Wholehearted 
support of Indian Sikhs to the marooned 
Kashmiris added to Modi’s woes.  Since Modi 
had stirred up the emotions of Hindu extrem-
ists to a high pitch and they were baying for 
Pakistan’s blood, he was left with no option 
other than undertaking some kind of a token 
strike inside Pakistan to pacify them. Weigh-
ing the pros and cons of each option short of 

war and with no human cost, it was decided 
to opt for air option against a civilian target 
under the garb of striking an imaginary train-
ing camp of JeM.     

Contrary to Modi’s war mongering and 
irresponsible statements, PM Imran Khan 
gave a balanced and mature response by of-
fering peace and dialogue and at the same 
time curtly stating that “Pakistan will not 
think to react but will react”. Chairing the 
NSC meeting, he authorized the military to 
react with full force whenever attacked. Gen 
Bajwa made it clear that Pak Army’s response 
will be beyond Indian expectations and will 
stun India. The message was loud and clear; 
“don’t mess up with nuclear Pakistan”! In a 
meeting between the Army and PAF chiefs 
on 25 February, they expressed satisfaction 
over the operational preparedness of armed 
forces for a befitting response to any Indian 
aggression.

All the three services as well as the air 
defence carried out necessary preparations 
to face the possible Indian threat. The PAF 
started flying combat air patrols (CAP) in 

rotation along the eastern and northwestern 
borders.  Sensing the ugly mood, Pakistan 
Foreign Minister expressed his apprehensions 
to his counter parts of other countries that 
India is up to something nasty and it must 
be restrained from undertaking a military 
venture against nuclear Pakistan since it will 
have horrendous consequences.

On the night of 25/26 February, one of the 
CAP observed Indian jets flying towards La-
hore-Sialkot border. Although it turned back 
when challenged, but I guess it was probably a 
deception to distract attention from the main 
strike. The next batch of jets was observed by 
another CAP along Okara-Bahawalpur front 
across the border which was also a diversion. 
The 3rd   heavy batch of Mirage-2000s was 
next spotted by the CAP approaching Muzaf-
farabad sector-Kiran Valley.

They crossed the LoC from Tangdhar salient 
opposite Balakot sector and penetrated 4-5 
miles at 0345 a.m. When challenged by the 
CAP, the jets flew back in haste at 0350 a.m. 
after jettisoning their payload of 4 bombs 
at Jabba. The bombs fell at a deserted place 
causing no human casualty or damage to 
property except for uprooting some pine trees. 
It was not an attack on any military target but 
an intrusion which sought a civilian target.

Claims made by India. True to its tradition, 
India has claimed that the attacking jets 
successfully targeted JeM camps in Balakot, 
each bomb weighing 1000 kg and in their 21 
minutes operation, they killed 350 militants 
and destroyed a madrassa supposed to be a 
training centre of JeM. The claim is prepos-
terous, fictitious and entirely based on fig-
ment of imaginations. This claim is similar to 
the one invented after the fake surgical strike 
conducted in AJK in September 2016, which 
has not been proved to this date. Indians are 
foolishly celebrating the fabricated victory and 
deriving a vicarious pleasure.

DG ISPR Press Briefing. The DG ISPR Maj 

Gen Asif Ghafoor conducted an elaborate 
press briefing today and with the help of 
slides he exposed the fake story woven by 
India. He has extended an open invitation to 
the local and foreign media persons as well as 
diplomats to accompany him to the scene of 
occurrence and see for themselves and to in-
terview the locals whether any area had been 
bombed/straffed by jets, and whether there 
was any trace of human blood, or any evacu-
ation or burial of dead bodies was carried out, 
and whether there was a single brick found 
from the debris where the bombs had landed. 
He stated that Pakistan military’s response 
will come definitely and will be different and 
will surprise India.

Indian incursion has united the divided 
society and the polarized political parties. 
Large number of rallies have taken place in 
various cities to denounce Indian aggres-
sion. The nation has gelled together to face 
the Indian challenge squarely. The National 
Assembly and all the provincial assembles 
have censured the blatant intrusion of Indian 
jets and have extended their full support to 
the armed forces. The PM chaired the NSC 
meeting today in which it was decided that 
a credible response will soon be given at the 
time and place of our choosing. After the joint 
parliament session tomorrow, a meeting of 
National Command Authority will be held.

Until and unless Pakistan gives a hard-
hitting response, it will encourage India 
to undertake similar air violations on the 
pattern of ground violations in Kashmir. On 
the diplomatic front, we should make similar 
noise as is being done by Indian media and 
their leaders.

=============================
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F rom the beginning, critics of 
the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) have been 
struggling to prove that the 
military has a lot to gain from 

the project. However, Islamabad and Beijing, 
without mincing their words, denounced 
such statements. Indeed, there are certain 
factors which create the impression that the 
military might gain from the CPEC due to its 
links to the Gwadar port.

The growing geopolitical and economic 
influence of China, in the region, and across 
the world, have raised alarm bells for both the 
United States and India. While India contin-
ues to maintain important bilateral and trade 
ties with China, it is worried about Beijing’s 
increasing influence in the neighborhood. 
Washington, on the other hand, has imposed 
sanctions against Chinese entities due to their 
purchase of military hardware from Russia, 
such as the S-400 surface to air missiles and 
the SU-27 fighter jets.

On December 18, last year, a New York 
Times (NYT) report stated that: “Chinese 
officials have repeatedly said that the Belt and 
Road Initiative is purely an economic project 
with peaceful intent. But with its plan for 
Pakistan, China is for the first time explicitly 
tying a Belt and Road proposal to its military 
ambitions and confirming the concerns of a 
host of nations who suspect the infrastructure 
initiative is really about helping China project 
armed might.”

Both Chinese and Pakistani officials 
had publicly dismissed the notion of the 

military using CPEC and the Gwadar port. 
On December 27, Pakistan Foreign Office 
spokesman Dr. Mohammad Faisal reiterated: 
“The CPEC has helped Pakistan improve 
its economy, particularly energy and infra-
structure sectors. The CPEC is a bilateral 
economic project, which is not against any 
country.”  Additionally, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson, Hua Chunying, said: 
“According to our information, the relevant 
report is not true.”

Despite the clarifications issued by China 
and Pakistan, several analysts maintain that 
in addition to economy and trade, the CPEC 
would have military dimensions, too. They 
are convinced that the project is building 
roads that will be used for military purposes. 
According to the NYT report: “A Chinese-
built seaport and special economic zone in 
the Pakistani town of Gwadar is rooted in 
trade, giving China a quicker route to get 
goods to the Arabian Sea. But it also gives 
Beijing a strategic card to play against India 
and the United States if tensions worsen 
to the point of naval blockades as the two 
powers increasingly confront each other at 
sea.”

They assert that the build-up of roads is 
the extension of China’s ‘String of Pearls’ 
maritime strategy. The strategy refers to “the 
network of Chinese military and commercial 
facilities and relationships along with its sea 
lines of communication, which extend from 
the Chinese mainland to Port Sudan in the 
Horn of Africa.”

China has been cultivating friendly and co-
operative relations with the Indian Ocean lit-
toral states by investing in their infrastructure 
buildup in ports near the Strait of Malacca on 
Cocos Keeling Island, the Chittagong port in 
Bangladesh, and a port in Hambantota on 
the southeastern part of Sri Lanka. China has 
been assisting Pakistan in the construction 

of a new deep-sea port on the Arabian Sea in 
Gwadar, in Pakistan’s Balochistan province, 
too.

The geographical location of Gwadar makes 
it strategically significant for the neighboring 
countries and regions such as Afghanistan, 
China, West Asia, Central Asia, and Eurasia. 
The port will establish unprecedented sea and 
road links between West Asia, South Asia, 
Central Asia, and Eurasia due to the develop-
ment of the CPEC and the BRI. Therefore, 
many countries, including the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia, have planned to invest in the 
mega-project, with reports stating last week 
that “Pakistan and the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia have finalized the Memorandum 
of Understanding for the construction of a 
multi-billion dollar Saudi Aramco oil refinery 
in Gwadar”.

Analysts from India claim that Pakistan 
had permitted China to build a naval base 
including the docking facility for its conven-
tional submarines at Gwadar. They believe 
that China -- through its String of Pearls and 
CPEC – will encircle India and obstructs its 
role in the Indian Ocean region. They are of 
the opinion that with the control of Gwadar 
would have strategic position in the northern 
Indian Ocean.

In reality, the perception that Pakistan will 

Chinese Foreign 
Ministry 
spokesperson, Hua 
Chunying, said: the 
relevant report is not 
true.
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give its control to any other state, including 
China is incorrect. China’s assistance in the 
building of the Gwadar port does not infer 
that its control automatically would be trans-
ferred to China. Indeed, the Gwadar port is a 
significant addition to the regional maritime 
landscape. However, it is a purely commercial 
project without any military facet to it.

Meanwhile, both the countries concluded 
the 8th Round of the Pakistan-China Con-
sular Consultations in Islamabad in a cordial 
and cooperative atmosphere. The two sides 
discussed the entire range of consular issues 
and reiterated their resolve to further extend 
facilitation in all areas including visa & im-
migration; consular matters; prisoner’s issues 
and implementation of the Treaty between 
the People’s Republic of China and the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan on the Transfer 
of Sentenced Persons signed during the visit 
of the Prime Minister to China in November 
last year. Ms. Ayesha Ali led the Pakistani 
delegation while the Chinese side was led by 
Deputy Director-General, Mr. Tong Defa and 
both the sides agreed to hold next round of 
Pakistan-China Consular Consultations in 
2020 at Beijing.

Earlier, Vice-Chairman of Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference Gao 
Yunlong along with a high powered Chinese 
delegation paid a visit to Pakistan and under-
lined the importance of interaction between 
business people, expansion of trade and 
creation of joint ventures investment between 
Pakistani and Chinese nations.

He met with President Dr Arif Aliv and 
other top leadership in Pakistan. President 

Dr Arif Alvi Friday called for efforts to further 
enhance people-to-people contact between 
China and Pakistan believing that increased 
interaction between different institutions, 
academia and think tanks of the two coun-
tries would further strengthen mutual trust 
and understanding. He said Pakistan and 
China were all-weather strategic cooperative 
partners, said a President House statement. 
He said friendship with China was the cor-
nerstone of Pakistan’s foreign policy.

The president emphasized that Pakistan 
attached great importance to CPEC and was 
committed to its early completion. He added 
that the next phase of CPEC would focus 
on socioeconomic development, agriculture 
cooperation, industrial capacity, job creation, 
poverty alleviation, trade and commerce, 
science and technology and climate change. 

He hoped that some Special Economic 
Zones (SEZ) would be inaugurated this year. 
President Alvi underlined that bilateral visits 
at the leadership level had been a hallmark 
of traditional friendship and warm relations 
between both countries.

He added that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s visit to China last year was very suc-
cessful which reaffirmed strong brotherly 
relations and understanding. He highlighted 
that China’s willingness to address the large 
trade deficit was a welcome development. 
The president viewed that more Chinese 
investment and trade delegations might 
be encouraged to visit Pakistan to identify 
Pakistani products for Chinese markets.  He 
said there was a huge potential for enhanc-
ing cooperation in tourism sector and both 
sides should explore different avenues in this 

regard.
President, All- China Chamber of Industry 

and Commerce (ACCIC) Gao Yunlong also 
interacted with representatives of business 
community to underline the importance of 
interaction between business people, expan-
sion of trade and creation of joint ventures 
investment between Pakistani and Chinese 
nations. In a meeting with FPCCI President 
Engr. Daroo Khan Achakzai and members of 
the Federation Chinese delegation led by Gao 
Yunlong discussed various bilateral trade and 
economic related issued between Pakistan 
and China during the meeting held at the 
Federation’s Islamabad office.

While welcoming the delegation, Engr. 
Daroo Khan Achakzai, highlighted the con-
tribution of China in economic development  
of Pakistan. He also talked about the level 

playing field and significant share of Pakistan 
in imports of China for reducing trade deficit. 
He acknowledged the Chinese investment in 
Pakistan in the backdrop of CPEC which will 
improve infrastructure and energy situation 
of Pakistan. Gao Yunlong stated that Pakistan 
and China relations had entered into strategic 
partnership which would go a long way in 
economic and social development of both the 
countries.

In the meanwhile Leader of the House in 
Pakistani Senate, Syed Shibli Faraz and Vice 
Chairman of Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC) Gao Yunlong 
underscored diplomatic, Political and eco-
nomic ties have always remained on a positive 
trajectory and both sides have complemented 
each other at all international forums.

Both the sides termed friendship with China 
most important and said that Pakistan places 
bilateral relations with China at high esteem 
and there is huge scope to further broaden 
the cordial relations. They expressed the 
confidence that the visit would further pave 
the way for enhanced linkages at different 
levels. Leader of the Chinese delegation said 
that China values its ties with Pakistan, and it 
is one of the shining examples of close neigh-
borly ties. He said that China would further 
encourage Chinese investment in Pakistan. 
Pakistan and China were all weather strategic 
cooperative partners and both had a shared 
vision for regional growth and prosperity.

Shibli said that Pakistan attaches great 
importance to China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) and is committed to it 
early completion. He stressed that Pakistan 
is trying to expand cooperation under CPEC 
on socio-economic development, agriculture 
cooperation, industrial capacity, job creation, 
poverty alleviation, trade and commerce, 
besides, broadening Special Economic Zones 
base.

==============================
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They assert that the build-up of roads is the extension of 
China’s ‘String of Pearls’ maritime strategy. The strategy 
refers to “the network of Chinese military and commercial 
facilities and relationships along with its sea lines of 
communication, which extend from the Chinese mainland to 
Port Sudan in the Horn of Africa.”
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1st Arab-EU Su m m it& eco n o m i c, co o perati o n

Arab-EU Summit in Sharm 
El-Sheikh called for boosting 
economic, social development 
cooperation between both the 
regional groups for the mutual 

benefits. The two-day summit at the Red Sea 
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh was billed as a start-
ing point for the two regional bodies to boost 
cooperation on shared strategic priorities in-
cluding migration, security and climate change. 
Arab and European states sought common 
ground on security threats and regional crises 
including Yemen, Syria and Libya.

21 Arab countries and 28 European countries, 
aimed at strengthening Arab-European rela-
tions in all aspects and focusing on a number 
of common issues and challenges, including 
multilateralism, trade and investment, migra-
tion and security, as well as the situation in the 
region. The Summit addressed a number of po-
litical and economic topics and issues related to 
economic and social development, including the 

discussion of the Palestinian issue and means 
of reaching a comprehensive and just peace, 
as well as discussing the files of Syria, Libya, 
Yemen and Arab, European and international 
efforts to reach political settlements for these 
crises.

The two-day Summit held under the theme 
“Investing in Our Stability” and focuses on the 
most important challenges facing the Arab and 
European sides and how to achieve stability 
in the region, the hazards of terrorism and the 
Middle East peace process. A second summit 
is due to take place in Brussels in 2022. The 
second and final day of the Summit included 
bilateral meetings between the heads of delega-
tions followed by a closed interactive dialogue 
session on ways to deal with the regional 
challenges, followed by the interactive dialogue 
session. The day also included a closed second 
session focusing on strengthening the Arab-
European partnership and ways of dealing with 
global challenges.

Europeans view the summit, as a way to 
protect their traditional diplomatic, economic 
and security interests while China and Russia 
move to fill a vacuum left by the United States. 
The summit in the southern Sinai desert is 
heavily guarded by Egyptian security forces 
that are fighting a bloody extremist insurgency 

a short distance to the north. European lead-
ers first mentioned the summit in Austria in 
September amid efforts to agree ways to curb 
the illegal migration that has sharply divided 
the 28-nation bloc. But checking migration is 
just part of Europe’s broader strategy to forge 
a new alliance with its southern neighbors. Cli-
mate change, migration, trade and investment 
were main agenda items and conflicts in Syria, 
Yemen and Libya were discussed.

However, discussions among the participants 
on issues related to possible post Brexit scenario 
overshadowed the summit because of the fact 
that leaders from these closely-connected re-
gions, while the deeply-divided. EU leaders and 
the UK’s Prime Minister Theresa May debated 
at length over Brexit, while Arab nations were 
confronted with fighting terrorism, extrem-
ism and rebuilding several shattered nations. 
Many of these issues were addressed at the 
summit’s conclusion, via an all-encompassing 
declaration, reaffirming pledges to enhance 
international cooperation.

On the second day of the summit, Iraqi Presi-
dent Barham Salih stressed that while Iraq was 
in the vanguard of the fight against terrorism, 
reconstruction was essential to consolidate 
progress. This is what helps us to return the 
displaced; a common interest between Iraq, 

Erum Akbar
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the region, and European countries, he added. 
Addressing the phenomenon of migration and 
its consequences depends on addressing the 
causes in the region, and providing an envi-
ronment supportive of reform and sustainable 
development.

Thus, Arab countries were politically and 
economically stressed and Europe is squabbling 
over migration from the Arab world and Africa. 
Egyptian president Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, the 
summit host, called on participants to resolve 
differences, forge a common strategy on terror-
ism and co-operate on development and trade. 
The fact that the summit took place at all and 
convened in Egypt is seen as a diplomatic boost 
for Sisi, who has cultivated Cairo’s ties and trade 
with Europe but remains sharply criticised for 
domestic repression.

Although 40 senior figures took part in the 
two-day event, among notable absentees were 
half the rulers of the 22 Arab League states, 
some due to ill health, others politics. Uninvited 
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad was in Tehran 
for discussions with Iranian president Hassan 
Rouhani and supreme guide Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. Iraqi president Barham Salih met 
his French counterpart Emmanuel Macron in 
Paris to discuss French jihadis. Sudanese presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir remained in Khartoum, 
where he is battling a popular uprising.

EU attendees included 
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, 
European Council president 
Donald Tusk, European 
Commission chief Jean-
Claude Juncker, British 
prime minister Theresa 
May and German chancellor 
Angela Merkel. The Arabs were represented 
by Saudi King Salman, his ally Yemeni presi-
dent Abdu Rabbo Mansour Hadi, Lebanese 
premier Saad Hariri and Kuwaiti Emir Sabah 
al-Ahmad. Fujairah’s ruler, Hamad bin Mo-
hamed al-Sharqi, led the United Arab Emirates’ 
delegation.

Both sides welcomed the outcomes of the 
summit saying that the conference had been a 
success.; the Arab-EU Summit began building 
a true partnership between the two sides and 
will contribute to strengthening the historic 
relationship.

Political experts stressed that the first League 
of Arab States (LAS)-European Union (EU) 
summit was an important step as a basis for 
building stronger relations in the future. It was 
not expected that the first summit would come 
out with specific resolutions or mechanisms on 
Arab-European relations. During the two-day 
summit, leaders from both sides discussed ways 
to strengthen ties and address a wide range 
of issues and common challenges, such as 
multilateralism, trade, investment, migration, 
security and regional situation.

The summit also provided an opportunity for 
leaders to discuss the latest developments in the 
region, such as the Middle East peace process 
and the situations in Yemen, Libya and Syria.

Tarek Fahmy, professor of political science 

at Cairo University, said that the summit was 
a founding meeting for joint Arab-European 
cooperation, which is still in its early stages.

High European representation confirms 
European interest in having strong relations 
with Arab countries, as well as a notable Arab-
European optimism regarding the results of 
the summit. It was clear there were issues of 
common interest for both sides, saying some 
issues were of high importance for the Euro-
pean countries such as terrorism and illegal 
immigration. The vacuum created by the U.S. 
withdrawal from Syria is a concern for both 
sides. European and the Arab countries can fill 
this vacuum through a European-Arab force 
and Libyan crisis is also a major source of worry 
in Europe, especially for Italy and France.

In the summit’s final declaration, Arab and 
European leaders vowed to further deepen 
strategic partnership, face common chal-
lenges and share experiences. According to 
the declaration, the leaders expressed their 
determination to move forward with deepen-
ing strategic partnership at the summit level 
and other existing mechanisms of cooperation. 
The leaders also renewed their commitment to 
effective multilateralism and an international 
system based on international law in order to 
tackle global challenges, including increased 
cooperation among the LAS, EU, UN and the 

African Union.
In the final communique the sides pledged to 

continue dialogue, strengthen their partnership, 
regulate migration, recommit to the two-state 
solution of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, and 
end the conflicts in Syria, Libya and Yemen. The 
EU and Arab leaders, who agreed to meet again 
in Brussels in 2022, avoided sensitive topics 
and were short on specifics.

Sisi’s vigorous rejection of European criticism 
of mass detention of secular dissidents and 
Muslim Brotherhood members, and executions 
of convicted “terrorists”, prompted the summit 
to steer away from the dismal human rights 
records of Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
states.

European countries remain as divided on 
key issues as the Arabs. Britain and France 
continue to provide arms for the Saudi-led 
war on Yemen, whereas Germany has halted 
weapons sales to the Saudis. Hungary, Poland 
and Austria refuse to receive migrants while 
Germany, Italy, Greece, France, Malta, and 
Cyprus are struggling with more than they can 
manage.

Europe is committed to the 2015 deal with 
Iran to lift sanctions in exchange for curbing 
Iran’s nuclear programme; Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf states seek to overturn the agreement. 
Iraq and Syria call upon reluctant European 

and Arab states to repatriate citizens who joined 
the Islamic State terror group now that its ter-
ritorial caliphate has been dissolved.

Participants renewed commitment to effective 
multilateralism and to an international system 
based on international law in order to tackle 
global challenges, including through increased 
cooperation between the LAS, EU, the United 
Nations (UN) and the African Union (AU) and 
reiterated our full commitment to the universal 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

This commitment will guide us in our ef-
forts to achieve shared objectives, including in 
tackling common challenges such as the phe-
nomenon of migration, where will be inspired 
by the Valletta principles; the protection of and 
support to refugees in accordance with the 
international law; the upholding of all aspects of 
international human rights law, condemnation 
of all forms of incitement to hatred, xenophobia 
and intolerance; the strengthening of the fight 
against irregular migration and scaling up 
our joint efforts in preventing and fighting 
migrants’ smuggling, eradicating trafficking in 
human beings and combating those who exploit 
vulnerable people; and to global efforts to tackle 
climate change, notably the Paris Agreement.

Summit agreed to further strengthen our 
cooperation towards security, conflict resolution 
and socio-economic development throughout 

the region and reaffirmed 
common positions on the 
Middle East Peace Process, 
including on the status of 
Jerusalem, and on the illegal-
ity under international law of 
Israeli settlements in the oc-
cupied Palestinian territories.

They reiterated commitment to reaching a 
two-state solution on the basis of all relevant 
UN resolutions, as the only realistic way to end 
the occupation that began in 1967, including 
of East Jerusalem, and to achieve a just, lasting 
and comprehensive peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians through direct negotiations 
between the parties that addresses all final 
status issues.

Leaders recalled the importance of uphold-
ing the historic status quo for the holy sites 
in Jerusalem, including with regard to the 
Custodianship of the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan and reaffirmed the indispensable role of 
UNRWA and the need to support it politically 
and financially in order to allow it to continue 
fulfilling its UN mandate.

Summit expressed concern about the hu-
manitarian, political, security and economic 
situation in the Gaza Strip, and called for all 
parties to take immediate steps to produce a 
fundamental change to the better in full respect 
of international law, including human rights 
and humanitarian law, especially with respect 
to the protection of civilians.
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The ongoing Presidential crisis in 
Venezuela has literally divided 
the world into three camps one 
supporting the previous president, 
second supporting the protestors 

while third camp is opposed to almost all foreign 
interference in internal affairs of Venezuela. Now 
it seems that Venezuela is going to be next lab for 
more political experiments by the world major 
powers.

Key allies of Venezuela’s embattled president, 
Nicolás Maduro, led by Russia and China, have 
warned the US not to intervene in support of the 
opposition leader Juan Guaidó’s attempt to lead 
the country. Russia’s Vladimir Putin spoke by 
telephone with Maduro and offered him strong 
support in a political crisis he said had been 
provoked from abroad, a Kremlin statement said. 
Destructive interference from abroad blatantly 
violates basic norms of international law, Putin 
was quoted as saying. The Kremlin press release 
did not mention the US by name but matched 
earlier rhetoric by other senior Russian officials 
targeted at Washington.

Swiftly the US President Donald Trump issued 
a statement recognizing Guaido, the leader of 
Venezuela’s opposition-led National Assembly, 
as the country’s interim president. Donald Trump 

warned that all options are on the table if Maduro 
who has overseen the country’s slide into authori-
tarianism and economic collapse responded with 
force against the opposition. Mike Pence later 
made clear the US would use the full weight of 
our diplomatic and economic pressure. US of-
ficials said the US would look at ways to transfer 
Venezuelan assets and oil revenues to Guaidó and 
the opposition-run national assembly.

Russian Prime Minister, Dmitry Medvedev, 
described the US support for Guaidó as a quasi-
coup and accused the US of hypocrisy, asking rhe-
torically how Americans would react if the House 
speaker, Nancy Pelosi, declared herself president. 
Sergei Ryabkov, Russia’s deputy foreign minister, 
said a US military intervention in Venezuela 
would be catastrophic. Russia is an important 
source of financial support to the Venezuelan 
government, providing billions of dollars in loans, 
some as pre-payment for future deliveries of oil. 
Russia  dispatched two nuclear-capable Tu-160 
bombers to the country in a further show of sup-
port. Russia has said it is ready to facilitate talks 
among political forces in Venezuela. We will stand, 
if you’d like, together with this country in defence 
of sovereignty, in defence of the inadmissibility of 
encroaching on the principle of nonintervention 
in internal affairs, Ryabkov said.

Maduro responded with defiance, cutting off 
relations with the US and ordering all US dip-
lomats to leave the country within 72 hours. We 
are defending the right to the very existence of our 
Bolivarian republic, Maduro told supporters at a 
rally outside the Miraflores presidential palace in 
Caracas. He urged them to resist at all costs what 

he called a coup attempt being orchestrated by the 
coup-mongering, interventionist gringo empire 
and the fascist right.

China said it supported the Venezuelan 
government’s efforts in preserving the country’s 
sovereignty, independence and stability. I want to 
emphasise that outside sanctions or interference 
usually make the situation more complicated and 
are not helpful to resolving the actual problems, 
a foreign affairs spokeswoman said. Venezuela 
has been one of Beijing’s closest allies in Latin 
America, and the largest recipient of Chinese 
financing, taking as much as £38bn in loans 
by 2017. China is Venezuela’s largest creditor, 
prompting concerns that as Venezuela’s economy 
spirals, state assets could fall into Chinese hands, 
as was the case with Sri Lanka’s Hambantota 
port. It is in Beijing’s interest to support Maduro, 
given that a new government could refuse to 
honour Venezuela’s debt obligations to China. 
Maduro met China’s president, Xi Jinping, last 
year and toured Mao Zedong’s mausoleum in 
Beijing, and the countries agreed on £3.8bn in 
loans and more than 20 bilateral agreements.

A crisis in Venezuela concerning who is the 
legitimate President of Venezuela has been 
underway since 10 January 2019, when the 
opposition-majority National Assembly declared 
that incumbent Nicolás Maduro’s 2018 reelection 
was invalid and the body declared its president, 
Juan Guaidó, to be acting president of the nation.

The process and results of the May 2018 
Venezuelan presidential election were widely dis-
puted. The National Assembly declared Maduro 
illegitimate on the day of his second inauguration, 
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citing the 1999 Constitution of Venezuela enacted 
under Hugo Chávez, Maduro’s predecessor; in 
response, the pro-Maduro Supreme Tribunal of 
Justice said the National Assembly’s declaration 
was unconstitutional.

Mass demonstrations throughout Venezuela 
and the world occurred on 23 January when 
Guaidó called for Venezuelans to protest against 
Maduro. Demonstrations in support of Maduro 
and Chavismo took place as well. Special meet-
ings in the Organization of American States 
(OAS) on 24 January and in the United Nations 
Security Council on 26 January were held but 
no consensus was reached. Secretary-General of 
the United Nations António Guterres called for 
dialogue. Maduro’s government says the crisis is 
a coup d’état led by the United States to topple 
him and control the country’s oil reserves. Guaidó 
denies the coup allegations, saying peaceful volun-
teers back his movement.

Brazil and the Organization of American 
States recognized Guaido as Venezuela’s leader 
prior to his formal announcement. Argentina, 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Panama, Honduras, Peru and 
Paraguay have followed the suit. Bolivia, Cuba 
and Mexico were the only countries in the region 
which continue to recognize Maduro’s presidency 
as leftist allies. Also, Mexico, once a member of the 
Lima Group, is willing to mediate in Venezuela’s 
political conflict. The Lima Group is a body of 12 
Latin American countries. A total of 19 European 
Union member states including Spain, Germany, 
France and Britain joined Monday in recognizing 

Guaido as president after an eight-day period 
for convening free, democratic and transparent 
elections in Venezuela expired.

Other nations recognizing Guaido as interim 
president are Portugal, Denmark, Holland, Hun-
gary, Austria, Finland, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
the Czech Republic, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Poland, Sweden and Croatia. Only two countries 
in Europe -- Italy and Greece -- are resisting the 
adoption of a joint position with the EU in favor 
of Guaido. Italian Deputy Prime Minister Luigi 
Di Maio has defended his refusal to support 
Guaido despite differences within Italy’s ruling 
coalition government, saying he hasn’t been 
elected by the people of the South American 
nation. Georgios Katrougalos, Greece’s alternate 
foreign minister, also said that the solution in 
current crisis is dialogue. Australia also recognized 
Guaido as acting president.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan voiced 
solidarity with Maduro, a day after the U.S. move 
for Guaido, saying that Turkey never sides with 
coup plotters. Russia and China both opposed 
the U.S. call to support Guaido and condemned 

any interference in Venezuela’s affairs.
Iran has also thrown its weight behind Maduro. 

Iran opposes all foreign interference in Venezuela’s 
domestic affairs, Bahram Qasemi, a spokesman 
for Iran’s Foreign Ministry, said in a statement.

South Africa is against any attempts at undue 
or unconstitutional change of government in 
Venezuela, the country’s envoy to the UN Security 
Council said. The UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said on Monday that the global body 
would not join any side in discussions involving 
the political crisis in Venezuela. Benedict Wachira, 
head of the Communist Party of Kenya (CPK), 
condemned the US intervention in Venezuela, 
terming it wrong and undiplomatic.

India called for dialogue among stakeholders 
in Venezuela. Palestine described Guaido’s 
self-declaration as a coup attempt and threw its 
support behind President Maduro.

Historically, a socioeconomic and political crisis 
began in Venezuela in the presidency of Hugo 
Chávez and has continued into the current presi-
dency of Nicolás Maduro. The current situation 
is the worst economic crisis in Venezuela’s history 
and among the worst crises experienced in the 
Americas, with hyperinflation, soaring hunger, 
disease, crime and death rates, and massive 
emigration from the country.

Observers and economists have stated that 
the crisis is not the result of a conflict or natural 
disaster but the consequences of poorly executed 
populist policies that began under the Chávez 
administration’s Bolivarian Revolution, with 
the Brookings Institution stating that Venezuela 
has really become the poster child for how the 
combination of corruption, economic misman-
agement, and undemocratic governance can lead 
to widespread suffering.

On 2 June 2010, President Chávez declared an 
economic war because of the increasing short-
ages in Venezuela. The crisis intensified under 
the Maduro government, growing more severe 
as a result of low oil prices in early 2015, and a 

drop in oil production from lack of maintenance 
and investment. The government failed to cut 
spending in the face of falling oil revenues and 
has dealt with the crisis by denying its existence 
and violently repressing opposition.

Political corruption, chronic shortages of food 
and medicine, closure of companies, unemploy-
ment, deterioration of productivity, authoritari-
anism, human rights violations, gross economic 
mismanagement and high dependence on oil 
have also contributed to the worsening crisis. 
The contraction of national and per capita GDPs 
in Venezuela between 2013 and 2017 was more 
severe than that of the United States during the 
Great Depression, or of Russia, Cuba, and Alba-
nia following the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
In recent years, the annual inflation rate for 
consumer prices rose hundreds and thousands of 
percentage points while the economy contracted 
by nearly 20% annually.

The crisis has affected the life of the average 
Venezuelan on all levels. By 2017 hunger had 
escalated to the point where nearly 75% of the 
population had lost an average of over 8 kg (over 
19 lbs) in weight, almost 90% of the population 
was living in poverty, and more than half did not 
have enough income to meet their basic food 
needs. From the beginning of the crisis to 2017, 
more than 2.3 million Venezuelans have left 
the country. Venezuela led the world in murder 
rates, with 56.3 per 100,000 people killed in 2016 
(compared to 5.35 per 100,000 in the US or 1.68 
per 100,000 in Canada) making it the third most 
violent country in the world.

According to experts the weaker internal condi-
tions are paving way for the foreign intervention 
while foreign powers are pursuing their own 
vested interests by igniting the situation in Ven-
ezuela. In this situation, the both the ruling and 
demonstrating parties in Venezuela must realize 
the sensitivity of the issue and try to find out 
some sort of reconciliation to improve the socio-
economic situation of the country. In this regard, 
they may learn a lesson from the internal situation 
of the countries like Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
others where international powers moved their 
international agenda tantamount to the total 
destruction of the country. 
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In every region of the world, many 
different cultural groups live 
together and interact, but not all 
of these groups are considered 
indigenous or native to their par-

ticular geographic area. Indigenous peoples 
are inheritors and practitioners of unique 
cultures and ways of relating to others, and 
to the environment. There are an estimated 
370-500 million indigenous people in the 
world, spread across 90 countries. They 
live in all geographic regions and represent 
5,000 different cultures.

The World Bank’s policy towards indig-
enous peoples dates back to 1982 and was 
designed initially to consider the needs of 
relatively isolated tribal groups affected by 
development projects. It focussed mainly 
on the protection of land rights and the 

provision of health services, particularly 
in relation to forest-dwelling indigenous 
peoples in lowland South America.

In 1991, the World Bank issued a revised 
policy (OD 4.20) which extends the 
definition of indigenous peoples to include a 
much wider array of peoples who maintain 
social and cultural identities distinct from 
those of the national societies where they 
live, who have close attachments to their an-
cestral lands, and who are often susceptible 
to being disadvantaged in the development 
process.

This policy is currently applicable to all 
Bank-financed projects identified as affect-
ing indigenous peoples. While maintaining 
the protective measures of the earlier policy, 
OD 4.20 focusses particular attention on 
the rights of indigenous peoples to par-
ticipate in and benefit from development 
projects. Special procedures are outlined in 
the policy for incorporating indigenous peo-
ples concerns into Bank-financed projects 
through the design of Indigenous Peoples 
Development Plans.

Since OD 4.20 became effective, more 

than 150 Bank-financed projects worldwide 
have been identified as affecting indigenous 
peoples, many of which have Indigenous 
Peoples Development Plans or strategies 
for ensuring that indigenous peoples receive 
culturally-appropriate benefits. While in the 
past, many of these investments were in the 
infrastructure and energy sectors, today 
an increasing number are in the fields of 
education, health, community development, 
agriculture, natural resources management 
and land tenure security.

Like other parts of the world, Many In-
digenous People live within the borders of 
Pakistan. The people of Kalash are one of 
the oldest indigenous communities in Pa-
kistan, and one of few surviving indigenous 
cultures in the world. The Kalash live in 
three valleys (Bumboret, Birir and Rumbur) 
by the Afghan border in the province of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Kalash – believed 
to be descendants of Alexander the Great 
are residing in 15 villages of Ayun Union 
Council of Chitral district of the province of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Pakistan.

They are identified as indigenous peoples 

WB Promotes Pakistani 
Indigenous Communities
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due to their distinct tribal customs, religion 
and a unique Kalash language. The total 
population of these 15 villages is 17,994 
with 3,628 (1,729 women). Additionally, 
556 Kalash people are settled in rest of the 
Chitral District, making the total estimated 
Kalash population as 4,184 (as extrapolated 
from 1998 census). The community still 
relies mainly on their indigenous sources 
of livelihood; however, the community does 
not have a unique source of livelihood as 
these traditional occupations are shared 
with other ethnicities and tribes in the 
region.

The recent transition to a cash based 
economy has rendered the Kalash to be the 
poorest community of the region. Just two 
villages of Bamburet and Rumboor Valleys 
have majority of Kalash peoples while in 
five other villages Kalash are in significant 
numbers but not in majority. The World 
Bank continues to deepen its understanding 
of Indigenous Peoples’ priorities, needs, and 
issues through direct dialogue with Indig-
enous Peoples’ organizations at the global, 
regional, and national levels, through 
analytical studies, and the implementa-
tion of projects and programs that involve 
participation of Indigenous Peoples.

Each year the World Bank participates 
in international Indigenous Peoples’ fora, 
including the United Nations Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII). The 
Bank builds on relationships with commu-
nities at the country-level as well as their 
representative organizations that participate 
in regional and global fora and processes on 
climate change, environmental and forest 
management, and other development 
issues. A network of Regional and Global 
Focal Points has been established, consist-
ing of staff with expertise on Indigenous 
Peoples’ issues across different regions.

This network will increase the inclusion of 
Indigenous Peoples into the main country 
planning systems, specifically the Systematic 
Country Diagnostics (SCD) and Country 
Partnership Frameworks (CPF). In Pakistan 
world bank is working in collaboration with 
other organizations, those who are engaged 
to serve the indigenous communities living 
here. The basic purpose is to work together 
for securing their right and to promote their 
culture.

Recently Nomad Centre and Art Gallery 
in collaboration with World Bank has ar-
ranged an event. The event was actually 
a continuity of the project for indigenous 
communities of Pakistan. The launch event 
has given chance to kalash community to 
present their abilities. It was also a moment 
to promote the traditional and cultural 
norms of the people of kalash. In short 
a chance has been given to them. it was 
followed by the wonderful performance of 
the Kalash cultural dance performance and 
other related activities. It was not the first 
time when World Bank has come up for any 

such purpose.
Previously The World Bank funded 

projects and activities governed by social 
and environment safeguard Operational 
Policies, which were designed to ensure that 
the projects are economically, financially, 
socially and environmentally sustainable. 
The World Bank Policy 4.10 on Indigenous 
People is triggered when a project/sub-
project either positively or negatively and 
directly or indirectly affects the Indigenous 

People’s dignity, human rights, livelihood 
systems or culture. Pakistan has also voted 
in favour of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 2007.

As of April, 2017, the World Bank Pakistan 
portfolio has 29 investment lending projects 
under implementation with a total net 
commitment of $5.4 billion. During fiscal 
year 2016, the World Bank commitments 
amounted to almost $2.3 billion. FY17 com-
mitments to date are approximately $0.8 
billion. IFC’s advisory services program in 
Pakistan is one of its largest in the region, 
with 17 active projects and a funding com-
mitment of about $25 million.

The Declaration provides for all sorts of 
rights for the Indigenous Peoples but does 
not bind the member states to legislate for 
the rights of Indigenous Peoples; hence is 
of limited value to the Indigenous as far as 
practical benefits to them are concerned. 
This limitation has overshadowed any 
efforts to provide constitutional and legal 
protection to these vulnerable communities. 

The World Bank Operational Policy 4.10 
(Indigenous Peoples), 2013 contributes to 
the Bank’s mission of poverty reduction 
and sustainable development by ensuring 
that the development process fully respects 
the dignity, human rights, economies, and 
cultures of Indigenous People.

For all projects that are proposed for Bank 
financing and affect Indigenous People, 
the Bank requires the borrower to engage 
in a process of free, prior, and informed 

consultation, resulting in broad commu-
nity support to the project by the affected 
Indigenous People. In an effort to address 
new development demands and challenges, 
from 2012 to 2016 the Bank undertook an 
extensive review process to update and 
consolidate the Bank’s environmental and 
social safeguard policies and Indigenous 
Peoples were an integral part of the dialogue 
around this review.

Around the world, Indigenous Peoples 
face escalating attacks as well as arrests 
for refusing to give up the lands they have 
called home since time immemorial. Seeing 
evidence of this violence on my visits has 
been particularly distressing. Pakistan is 
proceeding ahead as a progressive nation. 
The communities living here are fully safe 
and have right to live their life being a free 
citizen. Still there are few areas which need 
more attentions.

===============================
The writer is working as Associate Editor 

with Mélange’ & ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

This network will increase the inclusion of Indigenous 
Peoples into the main country planning systems, 
specifically the Systematic Country Diagnostics (SCD) and 
Country Partnership Frameworks (CPF).

Article



Mélange March 201922

 Business

Irum Naqvi

Basically, a society is considered 
just when it has racial and ethnic 
equality, economic equality, works 
on reducing hunger and poverty 
and promotes social and political 

freedom. In this context, social justice is based on 
the concepts of human rights and equality, and 
can be defined as the way in which human rights 
are manifested in the everyday lives of people at 
every level of society.

Social Justice is important because it promotes 
and works toward a society that celebrates di-
versity and equality. Having more equality and 
diversity in a society is good for society because 
it promotes opportunity, growth and social well 
being. Social justice is defined as justice in terms 
of the distribution of wealth, opportunities, and 
privileges within a society.

Often this is achieved through institutions 

or services that work to make sure people can 
equally access the benefits of social cooperation 
and guard against socio-economic inequality

The 4 types of justice: commutative, distribu-
tive, legal, and social. Three common examples 
of social injustice include: discrimination, 
ageism and homophobia. According to Quora.
com, “Social injustice issues would be things 
like unfair labor practices, racial discrimina-
tion, discrimination due to gender, orientation, 
ethnicity, age.

World Day of Social justice falls on February 
20 every year. It is a fundamental principle for 
peaceful and prosperous coexistence within and 
among nations. We uphold the principles of 
social justice when we promote gender equality 
or the rights of indigenous peoples and migrants. 
We advance social justice when we remove barri-
ers that people face because of gender, age, race, 
ethnicity, religion, culture or disability.

Let’s see what the Founder of Pakistan Quaid-
e- Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah said on this 
issue: We should have a State in which we could 
live and breathe as free men and which we could 
develop according to our own lights and culture 

and where principles of Islamic social justice 
could find free play.

The most widely used empirical indicators of 
social justice and well-being provide a mixed 
picture of the world. On average there is social 
progress at the global level. Global inequality 
appears to have taken a decreasing trend in the 
mid-2000s for the first time since the beginning 
of the 19th century. Yet the gaps between the 
richest and the poorest countries and the richest 
and poorest households remain staggering.

Principles of fairness must be taken seriously 
to judge these disparities. The general consensus 
has shifted from a utilitarian view of justice to 
an egalitarian view, where equality of primary 
goods, capabilities, resources, or opportunities 
depending on which perspective is taken - 
should be guaranteed. The condition of the most 
disadvantaged in society, rather than its average 
member, now occupies center stage. Other 
approaches advocate the liberation of people 
oppressed by economic or social relationships 
in capitalist regimes as the basis for social justice.

Empirically, the measurement of subjective 
well-being over long time spans has revealed 

Social Justice
key to prosperous society
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some disconcerting truths. In spite of consump-
tion having increased at least threefold in some 
rich countries since the 1950s, the increase in 
average subjective well-being has been virtually 
absent. Moreover, the disappearance of social 
safety nets associated with institutional changes 
in transition economies has considerably dete-
riorated subjective well-being. These findings 
point to the dependence of subjective well-being 
from social and institutional conditions.

Competition is used for better understanding 
of the principles of justice and well-being.This 
competition takes place also in non-market 
areas, including institutions and organiza-
tional design as well as in politics and between 
economic systems. In contrast to the personal 
incentives, individual solutions and short-sight-
edness of ideal competition, real competition 
often rewards complementary gains such as 
cooperation, trust, and long-term thinking. 
This is why global competitive forces can induce 
social equality that revolutionizes the political 
and economic structure from within.

Comparing wide ranging experiences in small 
and large countries from Russia to South Korea 
and from Scandinavia to Latin America; system 
competition varies from socialism vs. capitalism 
to politics vs. markets, including dictatorships 
with and without markets; and markets with 
and without a social ethos and social democratic 
features.

There are in society stronger and weaker sec-
tions and virtually this is the case in all existing 
societies. It is our duty to protect the weak in 
our midst? It is our constitutional obligation 
to protect what constitutes human rights. For 
the United Nations, the pursuit of social justice 
for all is at the core of our global mission to 
promote development and human dignity. Ac-
cording to the United Nations Declaration on 
Human Rights: ‘Every man is a joint inheritor 

of all the natural resources and of the powers, 
inventions and possibilities accumulated by our 
forerunners. He is entitled, within the measure 
of these resources and without distinction of 
race, color or professed beliefs or opinions, to 
the nourishment, covering and medical care 
needed to realize his full possibilities of physical 
and mental development from birth to death.

Notwithstanding the various and unequal 
qualities of individuals, all men shall be deemed 
absolutely equal in the eyes of the law, equally 
important in social life and equally entitled to 
the respect of their fellow-men.

Islam also emphasizes on social justice. 
Almighty Allah prescribes justice for Muslims 
to include everything in their lives starting from 
justice of regime, testimony, treating the family, 
wife and all people even enemies and foes. The 
Holy Quran says: “verily! Allah commands you 
should render back the trusts to those, to whom 

they are due, and that when you judge between 
men, you should judge with justice.’ (An-Nisa: 
58), and He also says: “and not let the enmity 
and hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be 
just: that is nearer to piety” (Al-Maidah: 8).

The adoption by the International Labor 
Organization of the Declaration on Social Justice 
for a Fair Globalization is just one example of 
the UN system’s commitment to social justice. 
The Declaration focuses on guaranteeing fair 
outcomes for all through employment, social 
protection, social dialogue, and fundamental 
principles and rights at work.

This landmark Declaration is a powerful reaf-
firmation of ILO values and ILO’s key role in 

helping to achieve progress and social justice 
in the context of globalization. The Declaration 
promotes decent work through a coordinated 
approach to achieving four strategic objectives: 
employment, social protection, social dialogue, 
and fundamental principles and rights at work. 
The impact of the Declaration, in particular the 
extent to which it can contribute to promoting 
the aims and purposes of the Organization 
through the integrated pursuit of the strategic 
objectives, depends on the society members.

ILO Declaration on Social Justice for a Fair 
Globalization adopted on 10 June 2008 by the 
representatives of governments, employers and 
workers from all ILO member States, expresses 
the contemporary vision of the ILO’s mandate 
in the era of globalization.

The International Labor Conference adopted 
the Social Justice Declaration together with a 
Resolution on strengthening the ILO’s capacity 

to assist its Members’ efforts to reach its objec-
tives in the context of globalization.

The Social Justice Declaration is the third 
major statement of principles and policies 
adopted by the International Labor Confer-
ence. It builds on the Declaration concerning 
the aims and purposes of the ILO (Declaration 
of Philadelphia) (1944) and the ILO Declaration 
on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work 
(1998).

The Declaration is the outcome of tripartite 
consultations that started in the wake of the 
Report of the World Commission on the Social 
Dimension of Globalization. By adopting this 
text, the governments, employers’ and workers’ 
organizations of the ILO’s 187 member States 
commit to enhance the ILO’s capacity to advance 
these goals through the Decent Work Agenda. 
The Declaration institutionalizes the concept of 
decent work recognized since 1999, placing it at 
the core of the Organization’s policies to reach its 
constitutional objectives.

Social Justice is a revolutionary concept which 
provides meaning and significance to life and 
makes the rule of law dynamic. Social Justice is 
not a blind concept. It seeks to do Justice to all 
the citizen of the state. Social Justice is supposed 
to dwell mainly in the abolition of all sorts of 
inequalities which are the concomitants of all 
sorts of inequalities of wealth and opportunity, 
race, caste, religion, distinction and title. The 
Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
obligates the state of Pakistan to protect and 
promote human rights of all its citizens without 
any discrimination. Furthermore, Pakistan being 
a responsible member of the international com-
munity honors its obligations.

================================
Writer is renowned educationist and research 
scholar with special focus on human resource 

development, education and social sector.

According to Quora.com, “Social injustice issues would 
be things like unfair labor practices, racial discrimination, 
discrimination due to gender, orientation, ethnicity, age.
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International monetary institutions, 
rating and ranking organizations 
are repeatedly reviewing and updat-
ing forecasts and predictions about 
the global economic outlook for the 

current fiscal year 2019. They are unanimous 
in their viewpoint that global economic 
growth remain slow and face some sort of 
slowdown like situation in coming months. 
But at the same time some organizations 
have also expressed some sort of optimism 
about the possible maintenance of global 
economic growth pace in result of positive 
outcome from China, US trade talks as well 
as US, EU car tariff issue resolution. At the 
same time some economists also bind high 
expectations about European economic 
growth in result of some sane outcome from 
Brexit deal between the EU and UK.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has cut global growth forecasts for 2019 
and 2020, admitting recent weakness in 
economic data around the world was likely 

Global Economic 
Slowdown Looms

IMF, World Bank and OECD Update Global Economic Forecasts

WTO warns of Global trade slowdown
GENEVA: World Trade Organization (WTO) said a quarterly leading indicator of world 

merchandise trade slumped to its lowest reading in nine years, which should put policymak-
ers on guard for a sharper slowdown if trade tensions continue. The WTO’s quarterly outlook 
indicator, a composite of seven drivers of trade, showed a reading of 96.3, the weakest since 
March 2010 and down from 98.6 in November. A reading below 100 signals below-trend 
growth in trade.

This sustained loss of momentum highlights the urgency of reducing trade tensions, which 
together with continued political risks and financial volatility could foreshadow a broader 
economic downturn,” the WTO said in a statement. The WTO forecast last September that 
global trade growth would slow to 3.7 percent in 2019 from an estimated 3.9 percent in 
2018, but there could be a steeper slowdown or a rebound depending on policy steps, it said.

The quarterly indicator is based on merchandise trade volume in the previous quarter, 
export orders, international air freight, container port throughput, car production and 
sales, electronic components and agricultural raw materials. Indices for export orders 
(95.3), international air freight (96.8), automobile production and sales (92.5), electronic 
components (88.7) and agricultural raw materials (94.3) have shown the strongest deviations 
from trend, approaching or surpassing previous lows since the financial crisis, the WTO said.

The index for container port throughput remained relatively buoyant at 100.3, but that 
may have been influenced by a front-loading of shipments before an anticipated hike in 
U.S.-China tariffs, the WTO said. International trade tensions could spike next month 
if the United States and China escalate their tariff war, a step that could have negative 
consequences for the world trading system, according to the United Nations trade agency 
UNCTAD. A new round of U.S.-China talks will take place in Washington, with follow-up 
sessions at a higher level later in the week, the White House said on Monday, following a 
round in Beijing last week.
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to persist. IMF reports in an update to its 
World Economic Outlook, that global eco-
nomic expansion has weakened. Escalating 
trade tensions remain a key source of risk 
to the global economic outlook, the authors 
note, with potential triggers including a 
no-deal withdrawal of the UK from the EU 
(Brexit) and a greater-than-envisaged slow-
down in China. Publications from the World 

Bank and Organisation for Co-operation and 
Development further highlight risks in low-
income countries and the role of digitaliza-
tion in widening inequalities.

The Fund says the global economy is now 
projected to grow at 3.5% in 2019 and 3.6% 
in 2020, respectively 0.2% and 0.1% point 
below projections from October 2018. Global 
growth has been revised downward because 
of negative effects of tariff increases enacted 
in the US and China, and softer momentum 
in Europe in the second half of 2018.

In advanced economies, growth is projected 
to slow from an estimated 2.3% in 2018 to 
2.0% in 2019 and 1.7% in 2020. Growth 
in the Euro area is set to moderate from 
1.8 % in 2018 to 1.6 % in 2019 and 1.7 % 
in 2020. Growth rates have been marked 
down for many economies: Germany (due 
to soft private consumption, weak industrial 

production following the introduction of 
revised auto emissions standards, and sub-
dued foreign demand); Italy (due to weak 
domestic demand and higher borrowing 
costs as sovereign yields remain elevated); 
and France (due to the negative impact of 
street protests and industrial action).

For the UK, the IMF notes that there is 

substantial uncertainty around the baseline 
projection of about 1.5% growth in 2019-20, 
because of Brexit negotiations. The growth 
forecast for the US remains unchanged: 
growth is expected to decline to 2.5% in 
2019 and further to 1.8% in 2020. Japan’s 
economy is set to grow by 1.1% in 2019 and 
to 0.5% in 2020.

For the emerging market and develop-
ing economy group, growth is expected to 
decline to 4.5% in 2019 before improving 
to 4.9 % in 2020. Growth in emerging and 
developing Asia will go from 6.5% in 2018 
to 6.3% in 2019 and 6.4% in 2020. China’s 
economy will slow due to the combined 
influence of needed financial regulatory 
tightening and trade tensions with the US, 
while India’s economy is expected to increase 
in 2019, benefiting from lower oil prices and 
a slower pace of monetary tightening than 
previously expected.

In Latin America, growth is projected to 
recover over the next two years, from 1.1% 
in 2018 to 2.0% in 2019 and 2.5% in 2020. 
The downward revisions are due to a down-
grade in Mexico’s growth prospects in 2019-
20, reflecting lower private investment, and 
a more severe contraction in Venezuela than 
previously anticipated. These downgrades 
are partially offset by an upward revision 
to the 2019 forecast for Brazil, where the 
gradual recovery from the 2015-16 recession 
is expected to continue. According to IMF, 
Argentina’s economy will contract in 2019 as 
tighter policies aimed at reducing imbalances 

1.5%
growth in 2019-20, because of 

Brexit negotiations.

HSBC warns of weak global economic outlook
LONDON: HSBC has warned about a weaker global economic outlook, as the slow-

down in China, trade tensions and fears around Brexit hit its revenues towards the end of 
the year. Europe’s biggest bank reported a 16% rise in 2018 profits to $19.9bn (£15.4bn), 
disappointing the City, where analysts had been expecting nearer $22bn. Revenues in 
the fourth quarter, which was marked by turmoil in global financial markets, fell 8% 
from the previous quarter. In Asia, profits grew 16% to $17.8bn – nearly 90% of the total.

HSBC said it had increased its impairment provision by $165m to cover credit losses 
related to the economic uncertainty around Brexit. Its chief financial officer, Ewen 
Stevenson, said this reflected the increased risk of a hard Brexit, and that government 
contracting, high street retailers and some restaurant chains were particularly vulnerable 
to the UK crashing of the EU without a deal. Presenting his first annual results, the 
HSBC chief executive, John Flint, said the fourth quarter had been undeniably weak and 
that there were more risks to global economic growth than this time last year.

He added: Many of our UK customers are understandably cautious about the immedi-
ate future, given the prolonged uncertainty surrounding the UK’s exit from the European 
Union. The bank has set up new branches of HSBC France, its main banking entity in the 
EU, to which it is moving some customers, and is expanding its product ranges in France, 
the Netherlands and Ireland. Flint has largely stuck to his predecessor Stuart Gulliver’s 
Asia-focused strategy, and said HSBC would continue to invest in Asia, albeit at a slower 
pace. He acknowledged that growth in loans to Asian customers slowed sharply to 5.5% 
in the final three months of 2018, down from double-digit rates of the previous year.

He said an increase in US tariffs on $200bn of Chinese imports could cause significant 
disruption to supply chains. Clearly a ratcheting up of tariffs to 25% wouldn’t be good 
for the region. The bank plans to lift the salaries of its executive directors by 3.3% this 
year, which it says it in line with the average pay rise for its UK employees. This is the 
first base salary increase for its directors since 2011. Flint was paid £4.6m in his first year 
as chief executive while Gulliver received £2.4m, according to HSBC’s annual report.
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slow domestic demand, before returning to 
growth in 2020.

Growth in the Middle East, North Africa, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan region is expected 
to remain at 2.4% in 2019 before recovering 
to about 3% in 2020. The region’s outlook 
is influenced by factors such as: weak oil 
output growth, which offsets an expected 

pickup in non-oil activity (Saudi Arabia); 
tightening financing conditions (Pakistan); 
US sanctions (Iran); and, across several 
economies, geopolitical tensions.

In sub-Saharan Africa, growth is expected 
to increase from 2.9 % in 2018 to 3.5 % 
in 2019, and 3.6 % in 2020. The growth 
projection was revised downward because 

of softening oil prices that caused downward 
revisions for Angola and Nigeria. The IMF 
notes that the numbers for the region mask 
“significant variation” in performance, with 
over one-third of sub-Saharan economies 
expected to grow above 5% in 2019-20.

Furthermore, outside the US, industrial 
production has decelerated, particularly of 
capital goods. Global trade growth has 
slowed to well below 2017 averages. Beyond 
escalating trade tensions and a deeper-
than-envisaged slowdown in China, IMF’s 
Economic Outlook notes ongoing declines in 
trust of established institutions and political 
parties as a risk of a somewhat slower-mov-
ing nature. It adds that an overarching chal-
lenge for the global community is mitigating 
and adapting to climate change to lower 
the likelihood of devastating humanitarian 
and economic effects from extremes in high 
temperatures, precipitation and drought.

The IMF argues that the main shared 
policy priority for countries should be to re-
solve “cooperatively and quickly” their trade 
disagreements and the resulting policy un-
certainty, rather than raising barriers further 
and destabilizing an already slowing global 
economy. Across all economies, measures 
to boost potential output growth, enhance 
inclusiveness, and strengthen fiscal and 
financial buffers in an environment of high 
debt burdens and tighter financial conditions 
are imperatives, the Fund says.

Also in January, the World Bank Group re-
leased its ‘Global Economic Prospects’ report. 
Subtitled ‘Darkening Skies,’ the publication 
notes that debt vulnerabilities in low-income 
countries are rising. While borrowing has 
enabled many countries to tackle important 
development needs, the Bank explains, the 
median debt-to-GDP ratio of low-income 
countries has climbed, and the composition 
of debt has shifted toward more expensive 
market-based sources of financing.

Speaking on the report’s launch, Ayhan 
Kose, World Bank, argued that designing 
tax and social policies to level the playing 
field for formal and informal sectors, as well 
as strengthening domestic revenue mobiliza-
tion and debt management, should be key 
priorities for policymakers.

The Economic Outlook by the OECD, 
published at the end of November 2018, 
adds to the global picture by showing how, 
as digitalization spreads, the divide between 
high-skill, low-routine jobs and low-skill, 
high-routine work continues to grow, posing 
the risk of further widening inequalities. The 
Outlook says strengthening product market 
competition would not only prompt wider 
diffusion of new technologies, thereby raising 
productivity growth, but also help transfer 
output and efficiency gains to wages.

Even the S&P Global, the ratings agency, 
has painted a grim picture for the real estate 
sector in Dubai, with a meaningful recovery 
in property prices expected only after 2022. 
At a presentation to journalists in the Dubai 

New economic outlook necessary for rate hikes: FED

Fed President John Williams has said he is comfortable with the level US interest rates are at 
now, and sees no need to raise them again unless growth or inflation shift to an unexpectedly 
higher gear. In an interview, Williams said he felt rates had reached his current view of a lower 
neutral level, with growth and unemployment leveling off and inflation, if anything, a bit weaker 
than hoped for. Asked if it would take some sort of shock to resume rate increases, he said it 
would require one or more of those factors to surprise to the upside.

I don’t think that it would take a big change, but it would be a different outlook either for 
growth or inflation to return to hiking rates, Williams, one three Fed vice chairs and a key voice 
on rate policy. Williams’ comments, made just weeks after the central bank paused its once 
quarterly rate hikes, underscore just how high the bar would be for tighter monetary policy, and 
suggest that such a move may not come any time soon. The Fed could also keep levels of bank 
reserves on its books that are far closer to current levels than previously thought.

Along with its rate-hike holiday, policy makers are currently finalizing plans on how they would 
end the reduction of their balance sheet, which includes holdings of bank reserves bulked up 
in part by the Fed’s need for cash to buy bonds to halt the global financial crisis a decade ago.

Williams estimated the so-called balance sheet roll off could end when bank reserves get to 
maybe $1 trillion of reserves or somewhat more than that, about $600 billion less than current 
levels.

The figure is a guess today of the amount of reserves that will be held in the system in the 
future - but again we are learning and will get a finer touch on that, he said. Williams, who is 
vice chairman of the rate-setting Federal Open Market Committee and votes whenever that 
group meets, said policymakers are in a very good place on policy, with rates around neutral, 
the U.S. economy in a strong place and pressures on prices subdued. Monetary policy is where 
it should be,” he said. “It’s around my view of what neutral interest rates are.

After its most recent meeting, Fed policymakers signaled their three-year drive to tighten 
monetary policy may be at an end due to a suddenly cloudy outlook for the U.S. economy, a 
global growth slowdown and impasses over trade and government budget negotiations.

The Fed increased interest rates three times in 2017 and four times last year, pushing them 
up to 2.25 percent to 2.5 percent at its final 2018 meeting in December.

Further details on that policy meeting at the end of January are expected when the Fed 
releases records from its deliberations on Wednesday. In recent days Cleveland Federal Reserve 
President Loretta Mester and Fed Governor Lael Brainard both said they supported ending the 
US central bank’s unwinding of its bond holdings this year. The Fed’s balance sheet ballooned 
to over $4 trillion in the wake of the 2007-09 recession but policymakers began trimming its 
bond holdings in the final months of 2017. Further details on that policy meeting at the end 
of January are expected when the Fed releases records from its deliberations on Wednesday.

Economy & Finance



MélangeMarch 2019 27

Business

International Financial Center, S&P analyst 
Sapna Jagtiani said that under the firm’s base 
case scenario, the Dubai real estate market 
would fall by between 5 and 10 percent this 
year, roughly the same as the fall in 2018, 
which would bring property prices to the 
levels seen at the bottom of the last cycle in 
2010, in the aftermath of the global financial 
crisis.

On the real estate side we continue to 
have a very grim view of the market. While 
we expect prices to broadly stabilize in 
2020, we don’t see a meaningful recovery 
in 2021. Relative to the previous recovery 
cycle, we believe it will take longer time for 
prices to display a meaningful recovery, she 
said. S&P’s verdict adds to several recent 
pessimistic assessments of the Dubai real 
estate market. Jagtiani said that conditions 
in the other big UAE property market, in 
Abu Dhabi, were not as negative, because 
Abu Dhabi never did ramp up as much in 
2014 and 2015 as Dubai. S&P does not rate 
developers in the capital.

She added that a stress scenario could 
arise if government and royal family related 
developerssuch as Emaar Properties, Meraas, 
Dubai Properties and Nakheel which have 
attractive land banks and economies of scale, 
continue to launch new developments. In 
such a scenario, we think residential real 
estate prices could decline by 10-15 percent 
in 2019 and a further 5-10 percent in 2020. 
In this case, we expect no upside for Dubai 
residential real estate prices in 2021, as we 
expect it will take a while for the market to 
absorb oversupply, she said.

S&P recently downgraded Damac, one of 
the biggest Dubai-based developers, to BB- 
rating, on weak market prospects.

However, Jagtiani said that, despite the 
“significant oversupply” from existing pro-
jects, several factors should held stabilize the 
market: Few, if any, major product launches; 
improved affordability and “bargain hunting 
by bulk buyers; and a resurgence of Asian, 
especially Chinese, investor interest in the 
market. Jagtiani also said that government 
measures such as new ownership and visa 
regulations and reduction in government 
fees could help prevent prices falling more 
sharply, as well as increased economic activ-

ity related to Dubai Expo 2020, which is 
expected to attract about 25 million visitors 
to the emirate.

The outlook on property was part of a chal-
lenging assessment of the credit-worthiness 

of the emirate. In our view, credit conditions 
deteriorated in Dubai in 2018, reducing the 
government’s ability to provide extraordi-
nary financial support to its government 
related entities (GREs) if needed, S&P said 

in a report. The negative outlook on Dubai 
Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) 
partly reflects our concern that a real estate 
downturn beyond our base case could out 
increased pressure on government finances, 

the report said.
It pointed out that about 70 percent of 

government revenues come from non-tax 
sources, including land transfer and mort-
gage registration fees, as well as charges for 
housing and municipality liabilities, as well 
as dividends from real estate developers it 
controls, like Emaar and Nakheel. S&P was 
generally comfortable with the credit ratings 
of the emirate’s banking system, which has 
an estimated 20 percent exposure to real 
estate. Banks in the UAE tend to gener-
ally display a good level of profitability and 
capitalization, giving them a good margin 
to absorb a moderate increase in risks, the 
report said.

================================
Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Maga-

zine’, and Daily The Asian Telegraph
arshans21@yahoo.com

Brexit base case for rating: S&P

While the likelihood of Brexit ending in a no-deal scenario remains high, it does not yet 
warrant becoming a base for rating purposes, according to S&P Global analysts. S&P points to 
a strong incentive for both the UK and European Union (EU) to successfully negotiate a more 
favourable exit as the primary reason for this view. However, a no-deal Brexit could result in 
negative revisions in circumstances where a more fragile UK economy creates weaker credit 
metrics, and downgrades where disruption is more immediate and material, S&P explained.

In case of no deal, where short-term disruption proves to be material enough to undermine 
competitiveness and operational performance, then downgrades could also occur, particularly 
for certain non-financial corporates, said S&P Global Ratings credit analyst Paul Watters. S&P 
says outlook revisions, rather than widespread downgrades, would be more likely to occur within 
the UK insurance sector in the event of a no-deal Brexit. However, analysts do not believe the 
risk of business interruption, particularly concerning the supply chain for non-life insurance 
business and claims-paying ability, presents a material risk at this time for the ratings on UK 
insurers

It pointed out that about 70 percent of government 
revenues come from non-tax sources, including land 
transfer and mortgage registration fees, as well as charges 
for housing and municipality liabilities, as well as dividends 
from real estate developers it controls, like Emaar and 
Nakheel.
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The Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) is already 
the world’s largest regional 
organisation in terms of 
population and economic 

potential. Its recent expansion following the 
accession of India and Pakistan may strengthen 
the organisation’s position in world politics. SCO 
is strengthening its position and is recognized as 
one of the most respected organizations in the 
world.

The prospects of cooperation among the 
members are seen as very deep with far-reaching 
plans for close cooperation. Strengthening the 
authority of this organization will depend on the 
effectiveness of cooperation in all vectors of mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation. Modern realities have 
changed a lot, and political trends have changed. 
The so-called center of gravity of political weight 
is changing. Now it is more important than ever 
to strengthen close ties and strengthen integration 
processes.

The SCO was founded as a permanent 
intergovernmental international organisation, 
which currently includes eight countries: China, 
India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. There are four ob-
server states, six dialogue partners, and four guest 

attendances. The Declaration on the creation of 
the SCO was signed by the initial six members in 
Shanghai on 15 June 2001.

In 2010, China put forward the idea of 
establishing an SCO bank. If the SCO sets up its 
own Development and Investment Bank, it will 
help members of organisation meet their coun-
tries’ funding needs. According to Liu Huaqin, 
Director of the Chinese Academy of International 
Trade and Economic Cooperation under China’s 
Ministry of Commerce SCO member states have 
reached basic consensuses in setting up the bank, 
like what the BRICS did. The only difference now 
is on its operation model and they will ultimately 
clinch an agreement.

During a meeting of the regional security bloc 
of the SCO, Xi announced that China would offer 
the equivalent of 30 billion yuan ($4.7 billion) 
in loans under a framework of the Inter-Bank 
Consortium of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO). Some of the initial steps took 
place at the Davos Forum in 2017 and continued 
with Boao Forum for Asia 2018. In addition 
to the economic factor, Xi laid the theoretical 
foundation for cooperation and promoted the 
ideas of a new type of international relations and 
a community with a shared future for humanity.

Following the SCO Summit 2018, the heads 
of state adopted the Qingdao Declaration. Special 
attention was paid to economic cooperation 
between the SCO countries in the declaration. 
The countries plan to examine the prospects of 
expanding the use of national currency in trade 
and investment activities. The SCO summit 
participants also signed a memorandum agreeing 
to mutual understanding to promote cooperation 

in the field of micro, small, and medium-sized 
businesses. The members of the organisation 
also intend to develop cooperation in the field 
of tourism.

All members of the SCO agreed to turn 
theoretical strategies into action. Xi Jinping noted 
the strength of unity and mutual trust amongst 
member states, respecting each other’s chosen 
paths of development and accommodating each 
other’s core interests and major concerns. He 
stressed that collaboration and discussion are 
the key points in the development of the SCO’s 
economic component, which has become more 
vital.

Since the establishment of the SCO, member 
states have realized comprehensive development 
in politics, security, economy, people-to-people 
exchanges, foreign affairs and institutional con-
struction. The SCO member states enjoy closer 
trade ties, China’s total trade volume with other 
members rose to $217.6 billion in 2017; 19 
percent surge from the previous year. In the first 
quarter of 2018, trade continued to maintain 
good momentum with an increase of 20.7 per-
cent.  The structure of China’s trade with other 
SCO member states has been optimized step by 
step to include a growing proportion of mechani-
cal and electrical products as well as mechanical 
equipment.

Development of the SCO has also brought 
fruitful investment and contracting projects, 
according to the spokesman. By the end of this 
March, Chinese investment to SCO member 
countries amounted to approximately $84 billion, 
with sound progress in large-scale energy, mineral 
and industrial projects. The turnover of China’s 
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contracting projects in other SCO member states 
has amounted to $156.9 billion, and a number of 
highways, power stations, and pipeline projects 
have become demonstration projects.

Positive progress has been made in intercon-
nection and interoperability, such as the comple-
tion of the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uzbekistan road, 
the China-Central Asia natural gas pipeline, 
the construction of the China-Kazakhstan and 
China-Russia crude oil pipelines, and the regular 
and efficient operation of the China-Europe 
freight train routes. The SCO has initially formed 
a complex infrastructure network including 
roads, railways, oil and gas, and communications 
within the SCO region, further strengthening ties 
among member states.

The Belt and Road Initiative is a major devel-
opment opportunity for SCO’s member countries 
and has broad prospects. The SCO will promote 
positive docking of the initiative and development 
strategies of the member countries for common 
prosperity. The SCO is successful in consideration 
of its wide coverage, large population, economic 
volume of its member countries, and various 
mechanisms and platforms it has built. If the 
SCO continues consolidate and strengthen the 
achievements and goals, it will sure to achieve 
important results at this summit. The Shanghai 
Spirit and the philosophy of the Belt and Road 
Initiative are highly consistent with each other. 
In the future, the SCO will play an increasingly 
important role in promoting regional economic 
cooperation, economic globalization and peaceful 
development of the world. 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Summit 2019 will be held in Kyrgyzstan, 
is going to be a landmark event in the political life 
of the country. Kyrgyzstan sees great prospects for 
the development of the SCO in the geopolitical 
space of the world in general, and in Central Asia 
in particular. Kyrgyzstan considers the SCO as a 
platform for establishing mutual trust relations 
and developing cooperation. The authority of 
the SCO is strengthening and growing every year. 
The basis of the Organization is the unity of the 
member states, trusting partnership and mutual 
respect.

At the moment, preparations for such a 
significant event are in full swing. Some activities 
have already been held in the relevant ministries 
and departments, such as meetings of the 
Ministries of Justice, heads of the Accounting 
Chambers, heads of border services, ministers 
of agriculture of the SCO member states, the 
Council of Regional Anti-Terrorism Cooperation.

Not less important events are expected, 
namely, the meeting of the Security Council 
Secretaries, the Council of Foreign Ministers, 
the Council of Ministers of Defense, as well as 
cultural and humanitarian events, including the 
SCO Media Summit, an art exhibition, the Inter-
national Marathon, the SCO Business Forum. 
The main event, the Council of Heads of the SCO 

member states, is scheduled for June 14-15.
President Sooronbay Jeenbekov stresses 

that 2019 will be held under the auspices of the 
SCO and that all planned activities within the 
framework of the Summit are an important event 
for Kyrgyzstan. The head of state note that special 
attention must be paid to strengthening the 
authority of the SCO in the international arena, 
strengthening cooperation in the fight against 
terrorism, extremism, illicit drug trafficking, 
deepening political, trade, economic, cultural, 
humanitarian and investment cooperation.

One more significant event was the recent 
meeting of Sooronbay Jeenbekov with Secretary 
General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion Vladimir Norov. The meeting of Jeenbekov 
and Norov was fruitful. They discussed many 
vital topics. In particular, the political issues, 
security, cultural and humanitarian relations 
and the possibility of enhancing the economic 
potential within the framework of the SCO were 
discussed. Kyrgyzstan sets one of priorities as 

fruitful participation in the SCO. The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization for the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic is seen as a promising and reliable development 
platform on many interaction vectors.

Where, the president noted that over the 18 
years of activity, the Organization has taken a 
worthy place among authoritative international 
organizations and has become an important 
factor in ensuring security and sustainable 
development of interstate relations. Before the 
summit of the heads of the SCO member states, 
which is held in June 2019 in Bishkek, we will 
hold all the relevant events, get ready to receive 
distinguished guests.

Today, final documents are being worked out, 
which are planned to be signed at a meeting of the 
heads of the SCO member states. I am confident 
that by joint efforts we will be able to qualitatively 
fill the substantive part of the meeting and achieve 
great success for the sake of prosperity of the 
peoples of the SCO member states and will hold 
this event at a high level.

Vladimir Norov notes the symbolism of the 
fact that his first visit as Secretary General took 
place precisely to Kyrgyzstan, a country that is 
presiding over the SCO this year. Since taking 
office I have identified for myself as the main 
priority the holding of the SCO summit at the 
highest level, as well as related activities within 
its framework.

We had fruitful meetings with the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and the Secretary of the Secu-
rity Council of Kyrgyzstan, the head of the Youth 
Council and the Business Council of the SCO. 
At these meetings, we discussed in detail all the 
issues that need to be resolved before the summit. 
First of all, it is a package of documents that need 

to be prepared.
Kyrgyz Prime Minister Mukhammedkalyi 

Abylgaziev stresses on the participating countries 
have the necessary potential, and we are deter-
mined to successfully address the most pressing 
issues in all areas of cooperation. Abylgaziev 
stresses that the issues and problems that are 
raised at each meeting of the Organization are 
always relevant and require the adoption of ef-
fective decisions and measures to develop trade, 
economic, cultural and humanitarian coopera-
tion between the SCO member states. Kyrgyzstan 
has repeatedly proved its ability and capability to 
hold large forums at the highest level, whether 
political, sports, or cultural. Therefore, there is no 
doubt that this time all the planned activities will 
take place without any problems.

=============================
Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 

and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 

and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

Kyrgyz Prime Minister Mukhammedkalyi Abylgaziev stresses 
on the participating countries have the necessary potential, 
and we are determined to successfully address the most 
pressing issues in all areas of cooperation.
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Jean-Claude Juncker is a Lux-
embourgian politician currently 
serving as the President of the 
European Commission. Prior 
to assuming this office, he had 

served as the Prime Minister of Luxem-
bourg for eighteen years.  Born on 9th 
December 1954 in Redange Luxembourg, 
he studied at the University of Strasbourg 
and got a postgraduate degree in law. He 
was also sworn into the Luxembourg Bar 
Council in 1980; however, he never prac-
ticed law. Shortly after he left university, his 
political career began as he was appointed 
as a Parliamentary Secretary.

He won the election to the Chamber of 
Deputies, where he was appointed to the 
Cabinet of the Prime Minister as the Min-
ister of Labor. He was soon promoted to the 
Minister of Finance. He was also offered a 
position as a member of the board of Gover-
nors at the World Bank. He was appointed 
the Prime Minister of Luxembourg on 20th 
January 1995, after which he left his post 
at the World Bank, but continued as the 
Minister of Finance. He served as the prime 
minister till 2013.

Since 2014, he has been serving as the 
President of the European Commission 
despite his involvement in multiple con-
troversies. The European Parliamentary 
Research Service concluded that Juncker’s 
team has already delivered 80 percent of all 
the proposals it promised in the 2014-2019 
period. Juncker’s team has withdrawn 109 
legislative proposals, repealed 48 existing 
laws and undertaken 137 regulatory simpli-
fications. Though the mountain of EU rules 
continues to grow, it’s slowed significantly. 
On areas outside the Commission’s tradition 
purview, like security and defense, We’ve 
done more in six months than in the last 60 
years, that’s all him.

People used to laugh when he talked about 
European defense and he’s done it. Juncker 
has built teams that cut across policy areas 
like Michel Barnier’s Brexit task force and a 
Structural Reform Support Service to tackle 
the EU’s most complicated challenges. 
National leaders have tended to choose 
Commission presidents who won’t chal-
lenge them too much. By that standard José 
Manuel Barroso was a resounding success. 
But with Juncker they failed: he calls them 
out in private and in public.

Juncker’s Commission is more functional 
as a team than Barroso’s was. It has double 
the number of national political heavy-
weights (eight former prime ministers and 
deputy prime ministers), and with its new 
structure of vice presidents leading teams 
of policy-based commissioners, it has been 
able to present a more unified narrative. 
Professor Hussein Kassim, an expert on 
Commissions past and present, credits him 
with delivering a political transformation of 

Jean-Claude Juncker
Juncker’s team delivers over 80% of all 

proposals, promised for 2014-2019 period
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the institution.
He was primarily raised in the southern 

part of the country. At a young age, he 
became a member of the Christian Social 
People’s Party. After completing his school-
ing from a boarding school in Belgium, 
he joined the University of Strasbourg in 

France, from where he earned his master’s 
degree in law in 1979. The following year, 
he was sworn into the Luxembourg Bar 
Council.

Jean-Claude Junker has received honorary 
doctorates from many universities, includ-
ing the University of Porto, the University 
of Athens, the University of Pittsburgh and 
the University of Bologna. He has received 
several international honors, such as 
Knight of the Order des Arts et des Lettres 
(France), Grand Officer of the Legion of 

Honor (France), Grand Cross of the Order 
of the Redeemer’ (Greece), ‘Grand Cross of 
the Portuguese Order of Christ, German 
Citizenship Prize and The European Cul-
ture Prize. He is the recipient of numerous 
awards, including Vision for Europe Award’ 
(1998), European of the Year’ (2005), 

European Banker of the Year (2008), and 
European Prize for Service Economics 
(2009).

When Jean-Claude Juncker presented the 
10 priorities for his European Commission 
presidency in July 2014, he described his 
five-year term as the European Union’s last 
chance saloon. Sure enough, it wasn’t long 
before he was plunged into crisis; 2015 
saw another contentious Greek bailout, a 
fundamental strain to the bloc’s cohesion as 
more than a million refugees arrived by boat 

and the start of a new wave of terror attacks.
By the summer of 2016, after the British 

voted to leave the EU, Juncker was battling 
what one EU official described as a real 
the-Commission mood. His presidency if 
he resisted pressure to resign was set to 
be remembered for the loss of the United 
Kingdom and even possibly the collapse of 
the Schengen visa-free travel area or the 
euro.

The Brexit vote proved to be Juncker’s 
low-water mark. Greece is on the road to 
recovery. Migrants are still arriving but in 
fewer numbers. The EU27 are (for now) 
united on Brexit. A once ascendant populist 
uprising has been put down in series of 
national elections. The eurozone has grown 
for 17 quarters in a row, and  unemployment 
is back to 2009 levels

When Juncker arrived in office there was 
no flailing British prime minister or extrem-
ist Polish government to compare him to. 
His undisciplined summit antics and big 
mouth once elicited titters and umbrage; 
now they produce only yawns in the shadow 
of U.S. President Donald Trump. For a man 
who lacks many of the basic tools of state-
craft a treasury, an army, or wide-ranging 
executive power it was never going to be 
easy to marshal the discipline and ideas 
needed to get the whole EU thriving again. 
But somehow, just by surviving to witness 
the EU’s turnaround, Juncker looks almost 
like a success.

A Brief Profile
• President of the European Com-

mission
2014-present
• President of the Euro Group
2004-2013
• Prime Minister of Luxembourg
1995-2013
• Prime Minister, Minister of State, 

Minister for the Treasury
July 2009–2013
• Prime Minister, Minister of State 

and Minister for Finance
1999–2009
• Prime Minister, Minister of State, 

Minister for Finance, Minister for 
Labour and Employment

1995–1999
• Minister for Finance and Minister 

for Labour
1994–1995
• Minister for Finance and Minister 

for Labour
1989–1994
• Minister for Labour, Minister 

Delegate for the Budget
1984–1989
• State Secretary for Labour and 

Social Security
1982 - 1984
• Joined the CSV party.

He was primarily raised in the southern part of the country. 
At a young age, he became a member of the Christian Social 
People’s Party. After completing his schooling from a boarding 
school in Belgium, he joined the University of Strasbourg in 
France, from where he earned his master’s degree in law in 1979.
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Canadian Prime Minister 
& First Lady

Justin Trudeau & Sophie 
Grégoire Trudeau

Melange Team

Canadian Pr ime Minis ter 
Justin Trudeau and First 
L a d y  S o p h i e  G r é g o i r e 
Trudeau are considered to be 
most celebrated couple in the 

world for their charming and attractive 
personalities as well as their activism on 
humanitarian fronts world over. Canadian 
designers are always in style for Sophie 
Grégoire Trudeau, and with their help 
she’s leaving her sartorial mark at every 
public appearance she makes.

From formal galas in Europe to the 
Oval Office, the mother of three has col-
laborated with her very fashionable friend 
Jessica Mulroney to inject her wardrobe 
with a heady blend of tailored chic, pops 
of colour, playful accessories and odes to 
homegrown designers. Click through our 
gallery to see Sophie’s best looks. Sophie 
Gregoire Trudeau has used her status 
as a public figure to bring awareness to 
a number of different causes but to un-
derstand some of her biggest accomplish-
ments we first dive into her past and some 
of her deep personal journeys. 

On October 19, 2015, Justin led his party 
to victory, winning a majority government 
with seats in every province and territory 
across the country. He was sworn in on 
November 4, 2015. As Prime Minister, 
Justin leads a government that works hard 
every day to build an economy that works 
for the middle class and people working 
hard to join it. His team is focused on 
creating new jobs, fostering strength out 
of Canada’s rich diversity, fighting climate 
change, and achieving reconciliation with 
Indigenous Peoples. A proud feminist, 
Justin appointed Canada’s first gender 
balanced Cabinet.

Justin Trudeau (born December 25, 1971) 
is Canada’s 23rd Prime Minister. He also 
serves as Minister of Youth. Justin’s vision 
of Canada is a country where everyone 
has a real and fair chance to succeed. His 
experiences as a teacher, father, leader, and 
advocate for youth have shaped his dedica-
tion to Canadians – and his commitment 
to make Canada a place where everyone 
has the opportunities they need to thrive.

The oldest of three boys, Justin grew up 
with the profound influence of his father, 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau, and his mother, 
Margaret Trudeau. He was raised speak-
ing both French and English and has 
family roots in both Eastern and Western 
Canada. This background helped spark 
his passion for public service and shaped 
his conviction that diversity is Canada’s 
strength.

Justin studied literature at McGill Uni-
versity, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 
(B.A.) in 1994. He went on to complete the 
University of British Columbia’s education 
program, and spent several years teaching 
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French, math, and other subjects in Van-
couver. Teaching allowed him to make 
a positive impact in the lives of young 
people. He remains committed to hearing 
the voices of young Canadians, from the 
classroom to Parliament Hill.

In 2002, Justin returned home to Mon-
tréal, where he met Sophie Grégoire, a 
Quebec TV and radio host. They married 
in 2005 and are now the proud parents of 
Xavier, Ella-Grace, and Hadrien. Before 
entering politics, Justin served as the 
Chair of Katimavik, on the board for the 
Canadian Avalanche Foundation, and 
as an advocate for young people and the 
environment. As a speaker at events and 
conferences around the country, he en-
couraged young people to engage with the 

issues important to them and participate 
as active citizens. These experiences made 
it increasingly clear to him that the issues 
young Canadians care about – education, 
the environment, their generation’s eco-
nomic prospects – needed a stronger voice.

Justin entered politics to make change 
that would better serve all Canadians. 
In 2007, he built a community-based, 
grassroots campaign to win the Liberal 
Party nomination in the Montréal riding 
of Papineau. He was elected in 2008, and 
re-elected in 2011 and 2015.

Justin was elected Leader of the Liberal 
Party in April 2013. His leadership cam-
paign focused on building a new, truly 
national movement of progressive Cana-
dians, bringing hundreds of thousands of 

Canadians into politics, most for the first 
time. He worked closely with his team 
to build a plan to create jobs, grow the 
economy, and strengthen the middle class. 
With Justin’s leadership, the Liberal plan 
emphasized fair economic opportunity for 
everyone, respect for and promotion of 
freedom and diversity, and a more demo-
cratic government that truly represents 
Canadians.

Sophie was an only child, growing up 
in the same Montreal neighbourhood as 
the Trudeau family and she was actu-
ally friends and classmates with the Prime 
Minister’s youngest brother, Michel. So she 
actually met him when they were children 
before reconnecting with the now PM in 
2003 and getting married in 2005. But 
before marrying Trudeau, Sophie faced her 
own struggles. In her late teen years, she 
suffered from Bulimia, an eating disorder 
and mental illness, which she spent two 
years getting treatment for in her early 
20s. 

Her personal mental health journey has 
actually shaped a lot of her philanthropy 
work since being the spouse of the Prime 
Minister, which is her official title. Sophie 
has done a lot of work for mental health 
organizations while in the public eye, 
but that’s not all she has done. Here are 
some of the most amazing things Sophie 
Gregoire Trudeau has done for Canada. 
Born in  Montreal ,  Quebec ,  Sophie 
Grégoire-Trudeau studied Commerce at 
McGill University and earned a B.A. in 
Communications from the Université 
de Montreal. Before making a name for 
herself as television and radio personality, 
she worked for in advertising, sales and 
public relations.

Grégoire-Trudeau has a busy life outside 
of the entertainment industry. She has 
studied classical flute and the guitar and 
has practiced ballet, jazz, African dance 
and yoga. She is also an active philanthro-
pist, and devotes time to numerous chari-
ties. She works with The Shield of Athena, 
a non-profit organization for victims of 
family violence and is a frequent public 
speaker on women’s issues. She has acted 
as spokesperson for Dove Self-Esteem 
fund/Pay Beauty Forward program and 
BACA Foundation, which supports the 
BACA eating disorder clinic in Quebec.

Gave birth to her 1st child at age 32, a 
son Xavier James Trudeau on October 
18, 2007. Gave birth to her 2nd child at 
age 33, a daughter Ella-Grace Margaret 
Trudeau on February 5, 2009. Gave birth 
to her 3rd child at age 38, a son Hadrien 
Grégoire Trudeau on February 28, 2014. 
The buzz of the entertainment world 
has always intrigued me. But what really 
catches my interest is the opportunity and 
even the responsibility that stars have to 
make a difference.
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Both the parties in the ongoing 
Brexit saga, the United King-
dom and European Union 
have made a lot of progress 
on taking the process further 

ahead. In Sharm El-Sheikh, Prime Minister 
Theresa May announced that Britain and the 
European Union has made good progress in 
talks about Brexit and a deal is still within 
grasp so Britain can leave the bloc as planned 
on March 29. We still have it within our grasp 
to leave the European Union with a deal on 
the 29th of March, May said. We’ve had good 
progress, constructive discussions with the 
European Union.  As the British Parliament 
opposed a no-deal Brexit so Prime Minister 
Theresa May now wants to go back to Brussels 
to renegotiate the original deal that she signed 
onto over the status of the border between 
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland.

The truth is that EU diplomats and leaders 
are now thoroughly fed up with the stagger-
ing incompetence of the British government, 
the opposition and the Brexit and Remainer 
camps. They all know that Brexit has been a 
distraction at a time when Europe is trying to 
deal with its changing geopolitical position 
toward the United States and China. They 
want the whole Brexit saga to end. Britain 
has always had an ambiguous relationship 
with the EU since it joined in 1973. It is time 
to end this ambiguity. Continuing British 
membership in the EU prompted by another 
referendum or whatever messy compromise, 
would be poisonous.

The divides between Brexiteers and 
Remainers are so deep that any British EU 
delegation would be paralyzed. The United 

Kingdom’s hapless diplomats, whose foreign 
ministry back in London has been drained of 
talent because of inept leadership, would be 
constantly looking over their shoulders. They 
would fear making any statement about fur-
ther reform of the European institutions. They 
would block any attempts to give Europe’s 
defense, security and foreign policy real teeth. 
Also, a continuing British presence in the EU 
could not claim an unqualified mandate from 
the British people. British policy toward the 
EU would be schizophrenic, even destructive. 
This is not what the EU needs, especially given 
the rise of populist movements one of many 
uncertainties currently facing Europe.

However, the Brexit economic shock dis-
missed by Leavers as ‘Project Fear’ is already 
underway. As per research and analysis, 
consumers are engaging in behaviour that 
was common during the brutal recession that 
followed the financial crisis of 2008. Nation’s 
grocery baskets has, for example, found that 
the long term and welcome trend of people 
choosing food for health reasons has pla-
teaued, as it did then. Levels of snacking have 
increased. More people are taking lunch boxes 

into work, rather than buying from sandwich 
shops or the canteen, because it’s cheaper. The 
eating out boom of recent years has slowed 
dramatically. 

According to the Department for Environ-
ment, Food & Rural Affairs, in 1988 domestic 
foods accounted for 66 per cent, or two-thirds, 
of all of what was consumed in Britain. Today, 
that figure has fallen to 50 per cent, or half.  

Much of the new consumption has arrived 
from the European Union, from where 62 
per cent of all free foods are imported. In the 
absence of a deal, or a Brexit delay, in less than 
a month from now the smooth, uninterrupted 
flow of that food Britain enjoys through its 
membership of the single market will come 
to a juddering halt. 

That’s a big problem because while UK con-
sumers may say they like the idea of buying lo-
cally, their buying habits speak otherwise. For 
example, just 41 per cent of the strawberries 
bought in Britain are consumed during their 
June, July and August season. The remainder 
is imported out of season, some from Europe 
or North Africa, some from further afield. 

Retailers have done their best to respond. 

According to the 
Department for 
Environment, Food 
& Rural Affairs, in 
1988 domestic foods 
accounted for 66 per 
cent, or two-thirds, 
of all of what was 
consumed in Britain.

According to the Department for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs, in 1988 domestic foods accounted for 66 per cent, or 
two-thirds, of all of what was consumed in Britain. Today, that 
figure has fallen to 50 per cent, or half.
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Range reviews have been conducted. We 
don’t tend to notice, but they regularly change 
through the year. They are changing now in 
ways they don’t usually change. Imported 
ranges have, for example, been simplified. 
Tesco has stated that it didn’t return fridges it 
rented during Christmas. It and Lidl have said 
that they’ll be hiring extra customs officials to 
get their produce fast tracked. Investments 
have been made in software and logistics 
planning. 

Money has also been spent on beefing 
up security too. One of the more specious 
arguments against a second referendum is 
it would cause social unrest. A no deal would 
all but guarantee it. It would brutally expose 
the lies told by Britain’s politicians. It would 
be remiss of me not to note that there will be 
some positives, and they may persist if Britain 
avoids the looming cliff edge. They include 
supermarkets becoming less likely to reject 
wonky or odd shaped veg (although that was 
already in train) and their efforts persuade 
shoppers to eat seasonally. Packaging may 
reduce, and the top to bottom reviews some 
retailers have conducted of their businesses 
will serve them well whatever. 

The British Prime Minister Theresa May 
held different bilateral meetings with her 
European counterparts and EU leaders to 
discuss Brexit. May’s meetings came on the 
side-lines of the EU-Arab League summit 
in Sharm El-Sheikh. PM May met with the 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel as the two 
leaders attended the EU-Arab League summit 
in Egypt.  They did discuss Brexit, they dis-
cussed the UK parliament, things that have 
been happening at the British Parliament, and 
things that are happening this week, the UK 
government official said in a statement. She 
also informed her German counterpart that 

she still believes an agreement can be sorted 
out by the scheduled exit date of March 29.

During the meeting, May has insisted to the 
EU leader that she is against extending article 
50 to allow more time for talks on a withdraw-
al Brexit deal. Article 50 would keep the UK in 
the EU beyond the planned withdrawal date. 
The British Minister discussed Brexit-related 
issues also with the Dutch Prime Minister, 
Mark Rutte, and the European Commission 
President, Jean-Claude Juncker. Commenting 
on his meeting with May, Juncker said that he 
had a good, constructive meeting with May 
on Brexit on the side-lines of an EU-Arab 
summit.

On 29 March, Britain is supposed to leave 
the EU, following a new meaningful vote on 
Wednesday this week, but May said that the 
vote could be delayed until 12 March, accord-
ing to the statements. May also met with the 
European Council President Donald Tusk, 
who emphasised the need for clarity that any 
proposed solution would command a major-
ity in the Commons before he was prepared 
to put it to the remaining EU’s 27 leaders, 
according to British media. Negotiations 
between the UK and EU over the agreement 
lasted for about 20 months, following the ref-
erendum on Brexit in 2016 when the majority 
of voters voted for the UK’s withdrawal from 
the EU.

At the same time there is an uncertainty 
inside NATO as more member states are 
slowly coming around to the idea that the 
US commitment to NATO is waning. They 
know the Europeans will have to spend more 
on their own defense, to take the security 
of their continent seriously and to reassure 
the United States that they are not piggy-
backing on their big ally. Yet it was Britain 
that blocked the EU from establishing a 

common military headquarters when Barack 
Obama was proclaiming his pivot to Asia. It 
was Britain, egged on by the anti-EU British 
tabloids, accused the European Commission 
(the EU’s executive branch) of wanting a more 
integrated defense policy, even a European 
army something that is highly unlikely to 
come about within the foreseeable future.

The EU as a collective has no common stra-
tegic outlook and hates the idea of hard power, 
while most individual member states oppose 
ceding sovereignty to Brussels over defense. 
British objections to a common European 
defense and security policy exacerbated and 
exploited these differences. A Europe without 
Britain, however, would find it much easier 
to set up coalitions of the willing on specific 
issues while bypassing the EU, something that 
France wants because EU defense is going 
nowhere.

This suits Britain. It could join such coali-
tions. As for Germany, it has used Britain’s 
opposition to more defense integration as 
an alibi for inaction. Brexit could therefore 
help the E.U. to clarify what it wants to 
become. The Irish rightly dread a no-deal 
Brexit. It could lead to the introduction of 
border controls between Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland. Such controls 
disappeared thanks to the Good Friday Agree-
ment that ended decades of sectarian violence 
in the province. The astonishing ignorance 
shown by Brexit supporters about the impact 
of a no-deal Brexit on the sustainability of 
the peace accord exposes the arrogance and 
shortsightedness of the governing elites, 
whether they belong to the ruling Tories or 
the opposition Labour Party.

There’s going to more than resentment in 
Ireland if Britain leaves. A peace process is at 
stake. It’s time for the Commission and the 
member states to bring Brexit to its logical 
conclusion. Get an exemption for Northern 
Ireland. There is a precedent of sorts. The 
Russian exclave of Kaliningrad, which is 
sandwiched between EU members Poland 
and Lithuania, obtained a special exemption 
from the Commission in 2012. It allowed 
Kaliningraders to enter Poland visa-free as 
long as they remain within 30 kilometers (19 
miles) of the border. It was a hugely successful 
decision.

That deal is now dead. The Polish gov-
ernment failed to appreciate the benefits 
of the exemption and canceled it to great 
dissatisfaction on both sides of the border, 
since so many had benefited from it. Yet that 
innovation offers a possible model for a future 
post-Brexit Irish-Northern Ireland border. 
The bottom line is that the EU, freed from 
British ambivalence, would force European 
leaders to decide their own destiny. No more 
excuses.

===========================
Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe 

& Coordinator Center of Pakistan and 
International Relations (COPAIR)

International Perspective
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A lthough no specific and vivid 
progress in the current round 
of trade talks between China 
and the US has been formally 
announced, yet there are 

reports that both the countries have started to 
outline commitments in principle on the sticki-
est issues in their trade dispute, marking the 
most significant progress yet toward ending a 
seven-month trade war, according to sources 
familiar with the negotiations. The world’s two 
largest economies have slapped tit-for-tat tariffs 
on hundreds of billions of dollars of goods, slow-
ing global economic growth, skewing supply 
chains and disrupting manufacturing.

As officials held high level trade talks in Wash-
ington, they remain far apart on demands made 
by US President Donald Trump’s administration 
for structural changes to China’s economy. But 
the broad outline of what could make up a deal is 
beginning to emerge from the talks, the sources 
said, as the two sides push for an agreement by 
March 1. That marks the end of a 90-day truce 
that Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping 

agreed to when they met in Argentina late last 
year.

Negotiators are drawing up six memoran-
dums of understanding on structural issues: 
forced technology transfer and cyber theft, 
intellectual property rights, services, currency, 
agriculture and non-tariff barriers to trade, ac-
cording to two sources familiar with the progress 
of the talks.

The progress made in the latest round of trade 
talks between the United States and China is 
very encouraging, said an American scholar 
on Monday. The trade talks have irreversibly 
left the point of failure in the rear view mirror 
though the extent of the success remains to 
be seen. It is a confirmation of the trust and 
goodwill that has been engendered and this 
bodes favorably for win-win outcomes in the 
weeks if not days ahead, he said. In retrospect, 
last week’s meetings in Beijing were critically 
important, he said. They ensured that the talks 
had crossed a threshold point from which failure 
was inconceivable.

The White House had threatened to increase 
the tariffs to 25 percent from 10 percent on the 
200 billion US dollars of Chinese imports into 
the country if the two sides fail to reach an agree-
ment on the solution of trade frictions before 
March 1. Ahead of the deadline, Chinese and US 
negotiators wrapped up the latest round of trade 

talks with substantial progress on specific issues 
in Washington. US President Donald Trump 
later tweeted that he will be delaying the in-
crease of tariffs on Chinese imports scheduled 
for March 1, citing very productive trade talks 
between the two countries.

At meetings between US and Chinese officials 
last week in Beijing the two sides traded texts 
and worked on outlining obligations on paper, 
according to one of the sources. The process 
has become a real trade negotiation, the source 
said, so much so that at the end of the week 
the participants considered staying in Beijing 
to keep working. Instead they agreed to take a 
few days off and reconvene in Washington. The 
sources requested anonymity to speak candidly 
about the talks.

The MOUs cover the most complex issues 
affecting the trading relationship between the 
two countries and are meant, from the US 
perspective, to end the practices that led Trump 
to start levying duties on Chinese imports in 
the first place. One source cautioned that the 
talks could still end in failure. But the work 
on the MOUs was a significant step in getting 
China to sign up both to broad principles and 
to specific commitments on key issues. The 
United States has accused Beijing of forcing 
US companies doing business in China to share 
their technology with local partners and hand 

In-Focus

US-China Trade Talks 
Positivity & Optimism
Progress in Beijing-Washington trade talks very encouraging
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over intellectual property secrets. China denies 
it engages in such practices.

Trump administration officials also object to 
non-tariff barriers in China, including industrial 
subsidies, regulations, business licensing pro-
cedures, product standards reviews and other 
practices that they say keep US goods out of 
China or give an unfair advantage to domestic 
firms. US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
has pushed for China to open its financial ser-
vices markets to more foreign firms, including 
credit card giants Visa and MasterCard, which 
have waited years for China to make good on 
promises to allow them to operate there. On 
currency, US officials including Mnuchin have 
warned China against devaluing its yuan to gain 
a competitive advantage after the Chinese cur-
rency weakened significantly against the dollar 

last year, partly counteracting Trump’s tariffs.
The two sides were discussing an enforcement 

mechanism for the deal, the source said. Reuters 
reported last month that the United States was 
pushing for regular reviews of China’s progress 
on pledged trade reforms and could reinstate 
tariffs if it deems Beijing has violated the agree-
ment.

The parties also were looking at a 10-item 
list of ways that China could reduce its trade 
surplus with the United States, including by 
buying agricultural produce, energy and goods 
such as semiconductors, according to two other 
sources familiar with the talks.

Time is running short ahead of the March 1 
deadline to resolve the dispute or see U.S. tariffs 
on $200 billion worth of Chinese goods rise 
from 10 percent to 25 percent. Trump said on 
Tuesday he thought China had an incentive to 
move swiftly. I think they’re trying to move fast 
so that doesn’t happen, he told reporters in the 
Oval Office, while not ruling out the possibility 
of extending the deadline. Lower-level officials 
held a round of talks in Washington on Tuesday 

and Wednesday. They will be joined on Thurs-
day by the top level negotiators, led by U.S. Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer and Chinese 
Vice Premier Liu He.

Ahead of talks, on the basis of optimism, 
global stocks Stocks finished broadly higher as 
investors remained optimistic that the US and 
China will make more progress in resolving their 
costly trade dispute. Energy companies, retailers 
and industrial stocks accounted for much of the 
broad gains as the market extended its winning 
streak to a fourth day. President Donald Trump 
has said he might let a March 2 deadline slide if 
the U.S. and China get close to a deal.

The S&P 500 index gained 8.30 points, or 0.3 
percent, to 2,753.03. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average climbed 117.51 points, or 0.5 percent, to 
25,543.27. The Nasdaq composite added 5.76 

points, or 0.1 percent, to 7,420.38. The Russell 
2000 index of smaller-company stocks, which 
has been leading the other indexes this year, 
added 4.71 points, or 0.3 percent, to 1,542.94.

Major indexes in Europe also finished broadly 
higher, despite a report of slumping industrial 
output across the 19 countries that use the euro.

The market briefly lost some of that momen-
tum around midmorning Wednesday as US Sen. 
Marco Rubio announced over Twitter plans to 
introduce a bill aimed at deterring companies 
from buying back their own stock. Rubiosaid the 
argument that stock buybacks free up money for 
companies to reinvest in growth isn’t backed up 
by the facts. Rubio’s remarks come as corporate 
stock buybacks hit new highs last year.

Buybacks, in which companies purchase 
their own shares and retire them, are popular 
with investors since fewer shares outstanding 
lifts earnings per share. Investors continued to 
evaluate the latest batch of quarterly results. 
Higher room rates pushed hotel operator Hilton 
Worldwide to a strong fourth-quarter profit, 
beating analysts’ forecasts. The company also 

gave Wall Street a strong profit forecast for the 
current quarter. Hilton’s stock rose 6.8 percent 
and competitor Marriott International added 
3.6 percent.

Groupon slumped 11.1 percent after the online 
daily deal service came up short of analysts’ 
profit forecasts for the quarter. Customer traffic 
in its key North America market fell, dragging 
down revenue. TripAdvisor slid 5.7 percent 
after the travel website operator reported weak 
fourth-quarter profit and lower revenue from its 
key hotel bookings segment.

US benchmark crude rose 1.5 percent to settle 
at $53.90 a barrel in New York. Brent crude, the 
standard for international oil prices, gained 1.9 
percent to close at $63.61 a barrel in London.

The pickup in oil prices gave a boost to energy 
stocks. Exxon Mobil rose 1.1 percent. Bond prices 
fell. The yield on the 10-year Treasury rose to 
2.70 percent from 2.68 percent late.

The dollar rose to 110.99 yen from 110.52 yen. 
The euro weakened to $1.1271 from $1.1331.

Gold added 0.1 percent to $1,315.10 an ounce. 
Silver slipped 0.2 percent to $15.65 an ounce. 
Copper was little changed at $2.77 a pound. In 
other energy futures trading, wholesale gasoline 
added 2.7 percent to $1.47 a gallon. Heating oil 
climbed 1.7 percent to $1.94 a gallon. Natural 
gas dropped 4.2 percent to $2.58 per 1,000 
cubic feet.

Similarly, in result of positive reports from the 
Washington based trade talks US stocks ended 
higher on Monday as market sentiment was 
lifted by the latest progress on US-China trade 
talks. The Dow Jones Industrial Average climbed 
60.14 points, or 0.23 percent, to 26,091.95. The 
S&P 500 was up 3.44 points, or 0.12 percent, 
to 2,796.11. The Nasdaq Composite Index rose 
26.92 points, or 0.36 percent, to 7,554.46. 
Shares of US equipment maker Caterpillar, a 
company with high overseas revenue exposure, 
gained 1.97 percent at the close, among the best 
performers in the Dow. Boeing, another trade-
sensitive stock, rose 0.67 percent.

Seven of the 11 primary S&P 500 sectors 
closed higher, as gains in groups like materials 
and technology roughly offset the losses in utili-
ties and real estate. Shares of General Electric 
rallied 6.39 percent. Reports on Monday 
revealed that Danaher plans to buy General 
Electric’s biopharmaceutical business for about 
21 billion US dollars. Wall Street has been keep-
ing a close eye on the news about US-China 
trade talks these days.

I think the one great thing about the negotia-
tions that have taken place between China and 
the United States is they’ve been consistent, 
Mark Otto, an experienced New York Stock 
Exchange trader. So all the time traders have 
information flowing to them saying that things 
are going positively between China and the 
United State, everyone wants to see a deal come 
out of this,” he added, when commenting on the 
recent market performances.
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US benchmark crude rose 1.5 percent to settle at $53.90 a barrel 
in New York. Brent crude, the standard for international oil 
prices, gained 1.9 percent to close at $63.61 a barrel in London.
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The complex relationship between 
the US and North Korea has 
once again led to confusion, 
uncertainty about the regional 
progress and stability because the 

second summit between presidents of both the 
countries in Hanoi failed to produce good results 
as the summit ended without any agreement due 
to wide ranging demands of either side from other 
but neither side was ready to give up slightest 
possible portion of stance in the talks.

The political and diplomatic relations between 
North Korea and the United States have been 
historically hostile, developing primarily during 
the Korean War. In recent years relations have 
been largely defined by North Korea’s nuclear 
program; six tests of nuclear weapons, its develop-
ment of long-range missiles capable of striking 
targets thousands of miles away, and its ongoing 
threats to strike the United States and South 
Korea with nuclear weapons and conventional 
forces. During his presidency, George W Bush 
referred to North Korea as part of the Axis of Evil 
because of the threat of its nuclear capabilities.

Recently, North Korea and the United States 
of America have started some formal diplomacy 
after the Trump-Kim Summit. Sweden as the 
protecting power of United States interests in 
North Korea for consular matters. Since the 
Korean War, the United States has maintained 
a strong military presence in South Korea. How-
ever, the United States has considered, de jure, 
South Korea as the sole legitimate representative 
of all of Korea. Support among the American 
public for US forces to defend South Korea has 
increased steadily. While it was at a mere 26% in 
1990, it has now nearly tripled to 62%. A majority 
of the American public also have a positive view 
of Moon Jae-in, the South Korean President as 
of 2017.

In 2015, according to an annual World Affairs 
survey, only 9% of Americans have a favorable 
view of North Korea, while 87% of Americans 
have a negative view. According to a 2014 another 
poll, only 4% of Americans view North Korea’s 
influence positively with 90% expressing a nega-
tive view, one of the most negative perceptions of 
North Korea in the world.

2017 marked a significant rise of tension as 
amplified rhetoric from both the sides as Donald 
TRUMP took the presidency, after it appeared 
that North Korea’s nuclear weapons program was 
developing at a faster rate than previously thought. 
The increasing rhetoric (as well as Trump’s more 
aggressive approach to handling North Korea), 

missile testing and increasing military presence 
on the Korean Peninsula sparked speculation of 
a nuclear conflict.

Despite fears of a massive conflict, a dentente 
began to develop when on March 8, 2018, the 
White House confirmed that Trump would 
accept a meeting invitation from Kim Jong-un. 
At the time, they were supposed to meet in May. 
On May 15, 2018, North Korea cut off talks with 
South Korea and threatened to cancel the planned 
US North Korea Summit, citing military exercises 
between the United States and South Korea. This 
cancellation was quickly reversed when Trump re-
ceived an uncharacteristically friendly reply from 
Kim. On June 12, 2018, Trump and Kim met 
at the summit in Singapore, in the first summit 
meeting between the leaders of the two countries. 

In a document signed with great fanfare by 
Trump and Kim in Singapore, Kim committed 
to the complete denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula. Trump gushed that the pair developed 
chemistry quickly and that the two sides were 
much further along than I would have thought. 
The US has agreed to stop joint military exercises 
with South Korea for the foreseeable future but it 
was not immediately clear that its ally was aware 
that such an announcement would be made. 
Seoul reacted with a mixture of optimism and 
confusion to the historic summit between Donald 
Trump and the North Korean leader, Kim Jong-
un, after the US president announced an end to 

2nd Trump, Kim Summit:
Failure of Optimism
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joint military exercises with South Korea.
Leaders from around the region sought to capi-

talise on the momentum of the meeting, which 
resulted in a signed agreement that was light on 
substance but held up by Trump as a victory. The 
South Korean president, Moon Jae-in, welcomed 
the outcome of the summit and praised the 
courage and determination of the two leaders. A 
statement from South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in said the Trump-Kim summit was a huge 
step forward that opened a new era of peace and 
co-operation. But Seoul’s presidential office said 
that it was trying to discern the exact meaning 
and intent of Trump’s comments.

Reaction to the unprecedented summit around 
the world was swift and run the gamut.

China, in fact, quickly reacted to the talks by 
suggesting that the UN Security Council consider 
suspending or lifting sanctions against North 
Korea if the country is in compliance with UN 
resolutions and making progress in diplomatic 
negotiations. China, North Korea’s main ally, ac-
counts for more than 90 per cent of the isolated 
country’s trade, and China’s participation is widely 
seen as crucial for international sanctions to have 
any bite.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe reacted 
positively and welcomed Kim’s written commit-
ment to complete denuclearization. Abe, who 
spoke to Trump by phone after the proceedings, 
said he thanked the president for bringing up the 
issue of Japanese abducted by North Korea in the 
1970s and 1980s, many of whom were used as 
spies for the regime.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who bore the 
brunt of a Trump tirade on social media on trade 
after the G7 summit, as well as attacks from the 
president’s surrogates on US political talk shows, 
responded briefly Tuesday to a question in Ottawa 
about the summit. Obviously we support the con-
tinuing efforts by the president on North Korea, 
said Trudeau. We look forward to looking at the 
details of the agreement.

Now both the leaders met for the second 
summit in Hanoi, Vietnam. Ahead of summit 
the US President Donald Trump predicted good 
relations with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
at their summit, with the White House saying the 
main goal of the talks was the denuclearization 
of North Korea. We see eye to eye, I believe, but 
you’ll be seeing it more and more over the next 
couple of days, Trump said. We’re going to have, 
I think, a very interesting two and a half days in 

Vietnam, he told a group of state governors at 
a White House ball. And we have a chance for 
the total denuclearization of an area of the world 
that was very dangerous. The two leaders met 
last June, after which Trump declared, there is 
no longer a nuclear threat from North Korea. But 
as he meets Wednesday and Thursday with Kim 
in Hanoi, the Vietnamese capital, there was little 
concrete evidence that progress has been made to 
set the specific terms of North Korea’s promised 
denuclearization.

In the early months of his presidency, Trump 
said he would unleash fire and fury like the world 
has never seen on North Korea for its threats 
against the U.S. and its allies. Trump tweeted, 
Great relationship with Chairman Kim! President 

Xi of China has been very helpful in his support 
of my meeting with Kim Jong Un. The last thing 
China wants are large scale nuclear weapons 
right next door. Sanctions placed on the border 
by China and Russia have been very helpful. 
Great relationship with Chairman Kim! Trump 
said Chinese President Xi Jinping has been very 
helpful in his support of my meeting with Kim 
Jong Un. The last thing China wants are large 
scale nuclear weapons right next door. Sanctions 
placed on the border by China and Russia have 
been very helpful.

The highly anticipated second summit between 
United States President Donald Trump and 
North Korea leader Kim Jong Un ended without 

an agreement between the two leaders, raising 
doubts on the direction of future talks on North 
Korea’s nuclear programme. However, earlier in 
the day, both Trump and Kim expressed opti-
mism for their discussions about North Korea’s 
nuclear program.Trump said he thinks the 
relationship between the two nations is better 
than it has ever been. It is little wonder these 
negotiations broke down after Trump has spent 
more time in office blowing up nuclear treaties 
than building them,” says Akira Kawasaki of the 
international steering group of ICAN, which was 
awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize. We need a 
real plan rooted in the international community 
and treaties like the Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons, which the Koreas could join 
tomorrow and begin the disarmament process 
with legitimacy

The US President Donald Trump said his 
summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un ended with no agreement because of a divide 
over the lifting of US sanctions. Basically they 
wanted the sanctions lifted in their entirety and 
we couldn’t do that, Trump told reporters at a 
closing news conference. They were willing to 
denuke a large portion of the areas we wanted, 
but we couldn’t give up all the sanctions for that. 
He said they discussed dismantling the Yongbyon 
nuclear complex and that Kim promised him 
North Korea would not conduct tests of rockets, 
missiles or anything nuclear. Trump described 
the Hanoi talks as productive and said he thinks 
the two sides will eventually reach an agreement 
about denuclearization of North Korea, with time. 
But he said a third summit has not yet been set. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said he hoped 
talks between the two countries would resume 
soon.

Trump and Kim had very good and construc-
tive meetings in Hanoi, White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said. The 
two leaders discussed various ways to advance 
denuclearisation and economic-driven concepts. 
No agreement was reached at this time, but their 
respective teams look forward to meeting in the 
future. Earlier, the White House suddenly an-
nounced that the summit between Trump and 
Kim would be cut short by two hours. The two 
leaders, who began their talks at 10am Singapore 
time, were supposed to end discussions by 1pm 
for a working lunch.
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meetings in Hanoi, White 
House Press Secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said.



Mélange March 201940

Pak-Saudi Business 
Conference discuss JVs

Melange Team

Saudi investment in Pakistan is highly significant for 
positive trajectory of Pakistan’s growth and economy 
as Saudi Arabia is a partner of Pakistan in its journey 
of prosperity. The Saudi announcement of huge in-
vestment in various sectors of Pakistan will improve 

Pakistani economy. In the bid to further cement this economic 
partnership, both the countries held a joint business conference 
to strengthen bilateral economic ties, a day after they signed seven 
agreements worth $20 billion to promote trade and investment 
in Pakistan.

While addressing the Pak-Saudi Business Conference Adviser to 
Prime Minister on Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood said that a 

Diplomatic Corner
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new chapter had begun in bilateral relations of Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia therefore Saudi investors and business will be provided 
all out facilities in their business ventures. Abdul Razak Dawood 
said investment in mining and mineral development from Saudi 
investors will be highly appreciated. “For the last few years, we have 
been moving in the direction of improving power shortages and 
infrastructure. Chinese government has helped us in this work,” he 
said, adding that our relationship with Saudi Arabia is moving in 
a different direction and at a different level.

Saudi Minster for Commerce Majid Al-Qassabi sai Pak-Saudi 

relations are moving in a new and positive direction. He said Saudi 
Crown Prince has expressed desire to turn the bilateral relations 
with Pakistan into a strategic partnership.  He said Saudi Crown 
Prince has also asked to give assurances that Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia are partners in development. The Saudi Commerce Minister 
said our bilateral trade volume stands at 3.7 billion dollars with 
an increase in the last 15 years; however, this still needs improve-
ment. Majid Al-Qassa said we need to market things rightly and 
attract investors from both sides. For this we will frankly discuss 
the opportunities and challenges to reach at the fruitful outcomes.

Diplomatic Corner
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Pak, UAE ties at highest point: Envoy

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of United Arab Emirates Hamad Obaid Alzaabi has said that Pakistan and UAE relations are at its highest 
point as there had been three high level visits in the past five months. UAE Ambassador admired the efforts made by the Government 
of both the states for enhancement and revival of the relations between the two brotherly countries.

Zulfiqar Bukhari, Prime Minister’s Special Assistant on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development expressed his views on 
Pakistan and UAE: Key Players in Regional Peace and Economic Development. He conveyed his gratitude to the brotherly Ambassador 
of United Arab Emirates.

UAE has been a home of cricket for Pakistan and both countries are achieving milestones. Institutions of both counties are having 
deep cooperation and we are looking forward to the digital Dubai model to be implemented in Pakistan soon. Expo 2020 will enhance 
the cosmopolitanism of Dubai and we tend to provide our services to make this mega event a success.

Dr. Ebtesam al-Ketbi, President Emirates Policy Center, United Arab Emirates talked on Foreign Policy Initiatives of UAE and 
Contribution towards War on Terror. She stated that terrorism should not be linked with religion. Nowadays, the concept of extremism 
and terrorism is often related to Islam, which is not correct. If we study the history, there had been extremist attempts which were not 
related to any religion. Therefore, it is incorrect to relate extremism with any religion.

Ambassador Asif Durrani, Former Ambassador of Pakistan to UAE spoke on UAE - Pakistan Strategic Relationship and Way Forward. 
He stated that we aspire the corporate culture of UAE and looking forward to adopt it in our country. There is a dire need to curb money 
laundering activities in our countires.

Haroon Shareef, Minister of State and Chairman Board of Investment stated that for shared prosperity, we have to start from bilateral 
agreements which will congeal into transactions. Moreover, we have to make rules of the game favorable for the investors for fast track 
economic growth. It is a good time to invest in Pakistan.

Mohammad Sulaiman Al Suwaidi, Manager Business Development Commercial Department, DP World, United Arab Emirates presented 
speech on Ease of Doing Business in UAE. He stated that necessary steps must be taken to enhance global trade and foreign direct 
investment in the country. Dubai has been a successful model for past 40 years which Pakistan can follow for economic prosperity.

Aamir Hashmi, President, Global Think Tank Network (GTTN), Islamabad shared his views on Economic Progress Achieved By UAE 
and Forthcoming Dubai Expo 2020. He stated that already serving as an impressive hub of global economic activity, UAEs credentials 
are set to be boosted further as leading investors and Dubai won the distinction of host of World Expo 2020, an event with a long 
history that is held after every 5 years. Great minds and innovations come together at this forum to showcase the latest in cutting edge 
developments. UAE, Pakistan also has vast potential of acting as a transit hub for business and commerce with regional economies.

Lieutenant General Omar Mahmood Hayat HI(M), Chairman, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Government of 
Pakistan shared views on Recognizing UAE’s Humanitarian Efforts for Pakistan.

He stated that Pakistan is a disaster prone country in the world, either its natural or man-made. We commend the efforts of UAE to 
stand by Pakistan in these natural calamities. They have also helped us in rebuilding terrorism affected areas of the country. We need 
to create awareness and build capacity of our nation for testing times like natural disasters. 

Diplomatic Corner
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Azerbaijan to continue supporting Pakistan on regional, 
int’l issues: Envoy
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Ali Fikrat Oglu Alizada, Thursday, said that government and people of Azerbaijan greatly value their 
friendship with Pakistan. He said that his government was thankful to Pakistan for its unwavering support on the issue of Nagorno Karabakh.

In a meeting with Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser here he said that Azerbaijan and Pakistan shared same views on various matter including 
Kashmir issue and would continue extending its support on regional and internal foras. He agreed for enhancing parliamentary and economic ties 
with Pakistan. He said that political leadership of Azerbaijan was committed to strengthen its ties with Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion, speaker National Assembly said that Pakistan values its close brotherly relations with Azerbaijan which were based on 
historic, cultural and religious commonalities.  He said that Pakistan intends to further cement those relations through parliamentary and economic 
cooperation. The Speaker said that the support, both the countries extend to each other on different issues and forums was a manifestation of 
strong ties between Pakistan and Azerbaijan.
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SAIMA ZAMAN

The Munich Security Conference 
(MSC) is an annual conference 
on international security policy 
that has taken place in Munich, 
Bavaria since 1963. It is the 

world’s largest gathering of its kind. Over the past 
four decades the Munich Security Conference 
has become the most important independent 
forum for the exchange of views by international 
security policy decision-makers.

Each year it brings together about 350 senior 
figures from more than 70 countries around 
the world to engage in an intensive debate on 
current and future security challenges. The list of 
attendees includes Heads of States, Governments 
and International Organizations,  Ministers,  
Members of Parliament, high-ranking repre-
sentatives of Armed Forces, Science, Civil society 
as well as Business and Media. The conference is 
held annually in February.

From February 15 to 17, the 55th Munich Se-
curity Conference (MSC) brought together more 
than 600 international decision-makers. Key 

issues were the advent of renewed great power 
competition, the future of transatlantic relations, 
European defence, and the role of middle powers 
in world affairs. The conference also acted as the 
venue for more than 180 side events and 2,500 
bilateral meetings.

The Munich Security Conference 2019 
welcomed an unprecedented number of high-
ranking international decision-makers, including 
more than 35 heads of government and heads of 
state, as well as more than 100 cabinet ministers. 
Among the participants were German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel, US Vice President Mike 
Pence, Member of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Yang Jiechi, Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, High Repre-
sentative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
of the European Union Federica Mogherini, and 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Tawakkol Karman 
and Beatrice Fihn.

The overarching question of the conference, 
posed by the MSC’s annual digest, the Munich 
Security Report, was who would pick up the 
pieces of an eroding international order and put 
them back together. In this context, the confer-
ence saw the EU alive and kicking, as the MSC’s 
Chairman Wolfgang Ischinger put it. In light of 
a rising great power competition, European lead-
ers emphasised the need and their willingness 
to make the European Union a more capable 

actor in world affairs that can stand its ground 
for liberal values. German Minister of Defence 
Ursula von der Leyen acknowledged, Whether 
we want it or not, Germany and Europe are part 
of this power competition. We are not neutral. 
In particular the need for more cooperation on 
European defence was a point of emphasis. 

The conviction that increased engagement of 
the EU and like-minded states in global affairs 
is needed was shared by Tarō Kōno, Japanese 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. If the US can’t be 
the policeman alone anymore, Japan, Europe, 
and other like-minded countries need to increase 
the burden sharing. Some participants, however, 
voiced doubts on whether middle powers will 
be up to the task of asserting themselves against 
competing interests of great powers. The Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Iran, Mohammad Javad 
Zarif, addressed the call of US Vice President 
Mike Pence for Europe at the conference to step 
back from the Iran nuclear deal and warned, 
Europe needs to be willing to get wet if it wants 
to swim against the dangerous tide of US uni-
lateralism.

Another key topic was the future of arms 
control. Much of the debate revolved around 
the likely end of the Intermediate-Range Nu-
clear Forces (INF) Treaty. Participants urged the 
United States and Russia to return to the treaty. 
Some suggested that the INF Treaty could be 

Reflects increasing EU, US rift
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transformed form a bilateral treaty to a multi-
lateral one that could include China. However, 
Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi declined: we 
are opposed to the multilateralisation of the INF 
Treaty for the Asia-Pacific region. Such a treaty is 
unnecessary for the region, objected Yang.

Uncertainty about the future of the transatlan-
tic relationship was on the minds of many par-
ticipants. Leaders from both sides of the Atlantic 
reaffirmed their commitment to the transatlantic 
alliance. Jens Stoltenberg, Secretary General of 
NATO, spoke for many when he underlined 
his belief that Europe and North America are 
stronger together – economically, politically and 
militarily. The U.S. congressional delegation to 
the MSC was the largest ever. More than 50 

senators and representatives about 10 percent 
of the U.S. Congress came to Munich in what 
was widely viewed as a clear sign of commitment 
to partnership with Europe. At the same time, 
transatlantic differences of opinion were clearly 
visible and addressed openly on stage, among 
others, by US Vice President Mike Pence when 
he declared, When you hear President Trump 
ask our NATO allies to live up to the commit-
ments they’ve made to our common defence, 
that’s what we call being leader of the free world.

Reaching beyond traditional defence topics, 
human security and climate security were 
discussed more prominently than ever before at 
the MSC. During a panel discussion on the main 
stage, Bunny McDiarmid, Co-Executive Director 
of Greenpeace, stressed that world leaders had 
so far failed to address climate change with the 
appropriate urgency. The Secretary General of 
Amnesty International, Kumi Naidoo, called for 
a comprehensive approach to security: “Unless 
we bring the issues of children, the issues of 
women, the issue of the economy, and the issue 
of safety and security together, we will continue 

to come up with the wrong solutions that will 
never have the impact that they need to have.”

Despite growing mistrust and uncertainty in 
international affairs, the conference also offered 
examples of successful diplomacy and dialogue. 
South East Europe in particular stood out. The 
2019 Ewald von Kleist Award, handed out 
annually by the Munich Security Conference 
for outstanding contributions to international 
peace and conflict management, was awarded 
to the Prime Ministers of Greece and of North 
Macedonia, Alexis Tsipras and Zoran Zaev. 
Furthermore, in what MSC Chairman Ischinger 
praised as a sign of willingness to engage in 
dialogue, the Presidents of Serbia and Kosovo, 
Aleksandar Vuōiō and Hashim Thaçi, took the 

stage together to openly discuss their differences.
In addition to its more traditional formats, the 

MSC also featured a new Town Hall set-up this 
year. This format was particularly conducive to 
interactive discussions ranging from a debate 
of foreign policy specialists under 30 to expert 
updates on Afghanistan and Ebola. The debates 
of the main programme were accompanied by 
numerous side events such as a table-top exercise 
on crisis prevention in Africa and a roundtable 
on climate change and security hosted by United 
Nations Environment. Furthermore, the confer-
ence convened confidential MSC roundtables 
on a variety of MSC focal topics such as Energy 
Security, Cyber Security, Health Security, and 
Transnational Threats. 

The MSC 2019 also offered programmes for 
the next generation such as the Munich Young 
Leaders (MYL) programme, a joint endeavour 
of the MSC and the Körber Foundation that 
brings together young leaders in the fields of 
foreign and security policy. This year the MYL 
programme celebrated its 10th anniversary. The 
MYL 10th anniversary meeting will be held in 

New York ahead of the 75th General Assembly 
of the United Nations in September.

The MSC 2019 also marked the inauguration 
of the John McCain Dissertation Award. The 
prize, established by the MSC and its academic 
partners, seeks to uphold the legacy of the late 
Senator John McCain and rewards research that 
can spur a continued conversation on foreign 
and security policy aspects of the transatlantic 
relationship.

MSC report said that the Trump adminis-
tration displays an irritating enthusiasm for 
strongmen across the globe and disdain for 
international institutions and agreements. For 
much of this past week, the growing rift between 
the US and its traditional European allies has 
been on display.  First, in Warsaw, Poland, the 
US organized a conference seeking to marshal 
international outrage over Iran, and Vice Presi-
dent Pence urged France, Germany and the UK 
to abandon the Iran nuclear deal, accusing them 
of concocting a scheme to continue to business 
with Iran. Top European allies trying to keep 
the nuclear deal alive declined to send top-level 
diplomats to the conference.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel addressed 
the security conference with several critiques 
of US foreign policy and received a sustained 
standing ovation. She resisted Pence’s calls to 
withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal, arguing 
the deal can help countries pressure Iran over 
issues that concern the US: Iran’s ballistic missile 
development and its role in wars in Syria and 
Yemen. Merkel also criticized the US decision 
to withdraw its troops from Syria. Is it a good 
thing to immediately remove American troops 
from Syria, or will it not strengthen Russia and 
Iran’s hand?

President Trump’s daughter Ivanka, who was 
in the audience, did not join the applause that 
followed. Pence defended US global leadership 
in a speech to the conference, saying NATO 
member countries have boosted their defense 
spending thanks to Trump’s urging. That’s 
what we call being leader of the free world, he 
said. European leaders are doing themselves no 
favors in bashing Trump, wrote Judy Dempsey, 
a nonresident senior fellow at Carnegie Europe. 
Even if Trump was to be defeated (and that’s a 
big if), a change in the White House is not going 
to fundamentally change the dynamics of what 
is happening in Europe.

She noted China’s interest in acquiring strategic 
assets in Europe and the toxic combination of 
China and Russia’s ambitions to divide and 
break the West. A power competition is emerg-
ing among the US, China and Russia, and other 
countries are unwilling and incapable to step 
up as guardians of the liberal order, the security 
conference report argued. The report suggests 
that Germans believe Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
and China’s Xi Jinping handle world affairs 
better than Trump does.

===============================
Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.

The MSC 2019 also offered programmes for the next 
generation such as the Munich Young Leaders (MYL) 
programme, a joint endeavour of the MSC and the Körber 
Foundation that brings together young leaders in the fields 
of foreign and security policy.
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40th anniversary of Iranian Islamic Revolution celebrated
Naveed Hussain Naqvi

Iranian Ambassador Mehdi Honardoost hosted a reception here to 
mark 40th anniversary of the glorious victory of the Islamic Revolution 
& 70th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between Iran and Pakistan. 
Federal Minister for Inter Provincial Coordination Dr. Fehmida Mirza 
graced the occasion as the chief guest. Minister of State for Parliamen-
tary Affairs, Ali Muhammad Khan, former National Security Adviser 
Lieutenant General (R) Nasser Khan Janjua, foreign ambassadors, senior 
diplomats, politicians, retired generals, senior journalists and analysts 
attended the ceremony and congratulated Iran on the auspicious oc-
casion.

Minister Dr. Fehmida Mirza congratulated people and the government 
of Iran on behalf of the President Arif Alivi and Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on the 40th anniversary of the glorious victory of Islamic Revolu-
tion. “It is my profound pleasure to join you all to celebrate the 40th 
anniversary of glorious Islamic Revolution,” she said. She added that 
Iran and Pakistan share seven decades of friendship which has grown 
stronger over the years.

Thus function was well attended not only by politicians, ambas-
sadors, diplomats, businessmen and media persons but participation 
of Pakistanis from all spheres of life in the prestigious event showed 
that Iran enjoys support in Pakistan both at public and official levels. 

The event commenced with the national anthem of both the countries 
which was followed by the cake-cutting ceremony. The anthems were 
sung by Iranian boys and girls.

The ambassador of Iran welcomed all the guests with pleasant smile 
on his face and opened arms as a welcome gesture. The Iranian ambas-
sador also delivered a speech on this occasion in which highlighted the 
close relations and partnership between Iran and Pakistan and said 
that besides their national day, they were also celebrating 70 years 
of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and Iran.  Iranian students 
in Islamabad also performed national anthems of Iran and Pakistan 
which was warmly welcomed by the audience. A large cake was also cut 
to celebrate the occasion.

Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan Mehdi Honardoost in his speech said 
it is matter of great satisfaction that 40th anniversary of the Islamic 
Revolution is being celebrated along with the 70th year of Iran-Pakistan 
diplomatic relations. He expressed the hope that cooperation between 
the two friendly countries would further strengthen in times to come. 
The ambassador also highlighted the importance of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in the history of Iran.

On the occasion a traditional Iranian music band Ava-e-Barbod 
performed live music and enthralled the audience. Mehdi Honordost 
also thanked the COPAIR and Melange media for preparing a brilliant 
report on the occasion.

Random Clicks
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K yrgyzstan and Pakistan are 
members of Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) and 
share mutual vision about secu-
rity in the region. He is a serene 

and serious diplomat with a large number god 
gifted diplomatic qualities. Since his appointment 
here in Islamabad, silently, but in a dynamic way 
he is always taking measures to bring Pakistan 
and Kyrgyzstan closer and closer. In result of his 
untiring efforts, Pakistan and Kyrgyzstan are 
increasing their bilateral cooperation in diverse 
fields and sectors with the passage of each day.

Ambassador Erik Beishembiev was appointed 
in February 2017 in Pakistan and he is proactive to 
enhance bilateral relations. He served as Director 
General of the 1st Political Department (including 
& China) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kyrgyz Republic and deeply understand regional 
foreign affairs.

In the diplomatic core Ambassador Erik 
Beishembiev is very active and popular and is 
very often visible on diplomatic events. Moreover 
he is very interactive with Pakistani political, 
military and business communities in a bid to 
foster cooperation between both the countries 
in almost fields. This is why, despite lingual and 
other differences, a large number of Pakistani stu-
dents are getting education in Kyrgyz educational 
institutions.

In August last year Ambassador Erik Beishem-
biev met with Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa and discussed matters of 
mutual interest including regional security issues. 
The visiting dignitary acknowledged and appreci-
ated Pakistan’s continuous efforts and sacrifices 
for peace and stability in the region.

Previously in March 2018, Kyrgyz Chief of 
General Staff of the Armed Forces Major General 
Rayimberdi Duishenbiev had visited Pakistan and 
held meeting with Army chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa. Both military leaders discussed 
military to military relations, regional security 
situation and measures to further enhance bilat-
eral defence cooperation were discussed.

In November last year, Ambassador Erik 
Beishembiev met with the Chairman, Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee of the Pakistan General Zubair 
Mahmood Hayat here. Within the framework of 
the meeting, topical issues and the current state 
of the Kyrgyz-Pakistani relations were discussed.

As a result, the sides agreed to direct their ef-
forts to enhance mutually beneficial cooperation 
between Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan.

Later in the month, the Ambassador Erik 
Beishembiev met with the Chief Minister Sindh. 
Syed Murad Ali Shah and highly appreciated the 
efforts of the leadership of Sindh province, which 
was a major center of Pakistan’s economic activity, 
in expanding foreign trade and economic ties. It 

should be noted that from 9 to 12 November 
in Karachi, the main trade fair was held in the 
country, aimed at demonstrating to the world 
community a wide range of goods and services 
exported by the Islamic Republic. Representatives 
of diplomatic missions and business delegations of 
85 countries took part in the exhibition.

With this in mind, with the aim of boosting 
trade and economic ties between the Kyrgyz 
Republic and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
with the assistance of the Kyrgyz Embassy in 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the issue of 
participation of the Kyrgyz delegation, includ-
ing representatives of the Ministry of Economy, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food Industry and Land 
Reclamation and the Chamber of Commerce was 
successfully developed.

Within the framework of the meeting, the sides 
also exchanged views on the main areas of bilat-
eral cooperation between the Kyrgyz Republic 
and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in which 
Sindh province can play a key role. As a result, an 
agreement was reached to provide comprehensive 

Ambassador Erik Beishembiev
A Serene & Dynamic Diplomat

Melange Team
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assistance in the implementation of the planned 
joint plans.

Earlier in March , the Ambassador Erik 
Beishembiev had met the Joint Secretary 
National History and Literary Heritage Division  
Syed Junaid Akhlaq here. During conversation 
the issues of cooperation between two countries 
in the field of literature, exchange of the visits 
between writers and poets, organization of book 
fairs, joint conferences and seminars, translation 
and publication on the national languages of the 
works of the well-known writers were discussed 
by the sides.

He briefed on the Third international Issyk-Kul 
forum of intellectuals, dedicated to the 90th an-
niversary of Chyngyz Aitmatov, which is planned 
to be held in October 2018. The Chairman of the 
Pakistan Academy of Letters noted the interest of 
Pakistan in the development of the cultural and 
humanitarian cooperation with the countries of 
SCO, including Kyrgyzstan, taking account the 
membership of his country in this organization 
since last year.

In October last year Ambassador of Kyrgyzstan 
Erik Beishembiev invited the Pakistani students, 
businessmen and skilled workers to visit his 
country where countless opportunities await 
them to realize their dreams. Erik Beishembiev 
was speaking at the reception marking 27th 
Independence Day of his country. Kyrgyzstan 
embassy had hosted the reception at Serena 
hotel that was attended by a large number of the 
members of the diplomatic corps, ambassadors 
and high commissioners, members of civil society, 
and prominent personalities.

The Ambassador and Mrs Beishembieva 
received the guests wearing traditional Kyrgyz 
dress. The guests took keen interest in Kyrgyz 
traditional dress: Ak Kalpak (white hat) for men 
and beldemchi a tight sleeveless jacket with silver 
buttons over dressing gown for women. Federal 
Minister for Religious Affairs & Inter-faith Har-
mony Noorul Haq Qadri was the chief guest on 
the occasion. Qadri congratulated Ambassador 
Erik Beishembiev on the historic occasion saying 
the bilateral relations between the two countries 
were based on mutual trust, long-term friendship 
and shared vision.

Pakistan values its friendship with Kyrgyzstan 
and I sincerely hope and wish exchange between 
business communities and students of the two 
countries will further enhance in the days to 
come, said Qadri. Ambassador Erik Beishembiev 
said since establishment of diplomatic relations 

in 1992 Kyrgyzstan and Pakistan enjoyed 
excellent political relations and a number of 
exchanges made between the leadership of 
the two countries Pakistani Prime Ministers 
visited Kyrgyzstan three time, Speakers of 
the Kyrgyzstan’s parliament visited Pakistan 
twice and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Kyrgyzstan paid an official visit to Pakistan.

Last year Kyrgyz-Pakistani International 
Institute of medical sciences was established 
in Kyrgyzstan and first Pakistani students will 
begin study there in current year. Throughout 
our long history, we had periods of rising and 
falling, including of the first Kyrgyz Khaga-
nate – an ancient state in IX-X centuries, 
which covered vast territories from Siberia 
to Central Asia, said the ambassador.

Cooperation in the field of education is de-
veloping actively and about 2,000 Pakistani 
students are studying in Kyrgyzstan mostly 
in medical universities, said the ambassador 
adding in 2017 first Kyrgyz-Pakistani Inter-
national Institute for medical sciences has 
started its work in Kyrgyzstan. Our country’s 
geostrategic position on the crossroads 
between Central Asia and China and further 
through Karakorum Pass to Pakistan opens 
excellent opportunities for regional trade and 
economic cooperation and connectivity, he 
said. He also invited Pakistani businessmen 
to look into opportunities of joint coopera-
tion.

For Pakistani tourists Kyrgyzstanto is an 
ideal country to visit. Its beautiful mountains 
cover more than 90pc of the territory. The 
highest mountain peaks of the world after 
the Himalayas and Pamir are located in 
Kyrgyzstan. Besides, the Kyrgyz lake Issyk-
Kul is the second largest high mountain 
lake in the world after Titicaca in South 
America. In September this year the Third 
World Nomad Games successfully passed 
at the Issyk-Kul lake with participation of 
more than 2300 athletes from 80 countries, 
including Pakistan.

The lake is also a place of the 3rd Interna-
tional Issyk-Kul forum which started on Oct 
5, 2018 in memory of the prominent Kyrgyz 
writer Chyngyz-Aitmatov, whose books 
have been translated into 176 languages and 
published in 80 million copies. Kyrgyzstan 
he said provides a visa-free regime for more 
than 60 countries and recently introduced 
e-visa system.

A brief Profile
Erik Beishembiev, Ambassador

• Ambassador Erik Beishembiev was born on 
May 21, 1963 (Bishkek city, Kyrgyzstan)

• Education: 1980-1985 - Kyrgyz State Univer-
sity (BA in History) 1990-1993 - Kyrgyz State 
National University (PhD in History) 1994-
1996 - International University of Kyrgyzstan 
(MA in Law)

• Professional Career: 1985 – 1986 Lecturer, 
Department of History in the Kyrgyz Peda-
gogical Institute;

• 1986 – 1990 Executive Secretary of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Sobriety Society of 
Sverdlovsk district, Frunze city (Kyrgyzstan);

• 1993 – 1994 Senior Secretary to the Chairman 
of the National Accountability Bureau of the 
Kyrgyz Republic;

• 1994 – 1997 First Secretary of Consular De-
partment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Kyrgyz Republic;

• 1997 – 1999 Consul of the Embassy of the 
Kyrgyz Republic to Malaysia;

• 2000 – 2003 First secretary, the Head of 
Consular Legal Division and the Deputy 
Director of the Consular Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz 
Republic;

• 2003 – 2005 Director General of Internation-
al Legal & Treaty Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2005 – 2009 Director General of Consular 
Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2010 – 2012 Deputy Director of CIS Depart-
ment, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2012 – 2013 Director General of CIS De-
partment, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2013 – 2016 Director General of Neighboring 
Countries Department, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2016 – 2016 Director General of the 1 st Po-
litical Department (including Russia, Central 
Asia & China) of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Kyrgyz Republic;

• 2016 – 2017 Director General of International 
Legal & Treaties Department of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic;

•  January 20, 2017 Appointed by the President 
of the Kyrgyz Republic as Ambassador Ex-
traordinary & Plenipotentiary of the Kyrgyz 
Republic to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

• February 21, 2017 Presentation of Creden-
tials to Mamnoon Hussain, President of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan Marital Status: 
Married and father of 3 children Diplomatic 
Rank:

• Envoy Extraordinary & Plenipotentiary 
(equals to the Army rank of Major General) 
in 2008 Publications: Monographer of «Con-
sular Service of the Kyrgyz Republic» (2005) 
Other Activities: First President of the Kyrgyz 
KOICA Alumni (2013-2016).
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Spain to give 400,000 
Britons residency

MADRID: Spain plans to grant residency 
to about 400,000 British citizens in the event 

of a hard Brexit, the Spanish newspaper El 
Pais reported on Friday, before the publica-
tion of Madrid’s Brexit contingency plans. 
The residency plan makes clear that meas-
ures agreed by Spain would be conditional on 
the same terms applying to Spaniards living 
and working in Britain, El Pais wrote.

The Brexit contingency legislation also 
applies to Gibraltar, El Pais wrote, while 
stressing that Madrid will insist on having a 
say on the application of any Brexit measure 
to the peninsula.

The bill will be sent immediately to parlia-
ment, which will soon be dissolved ahead 
of early elections. It only makes broad 
references to other issues, such as the fate 
of Spain’s national airline, Iberia, which is 
majority-owned by Britain-based Anglo-
Spanish group IAG. The Spanish govern-
ment approved a decree last month to hire 
1,735 new public workers to deal with the 
consequences of Brexit, particularly in border 
and customs control.

US sanctions cut 40% 
Venezuelan oil exports

CARACAS: Venezuela’s oil exports sank 
40 percent in the first full month after the 
beginning of US sanctions designed to oust 
Socialist President Nicolas Maduro, accord-
ing to data from state-run oil firm PDVSA 
and Refinitiv Eikon. On January 28, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration barred 
US customers from paying for Venezuelan oil 
until a new government being formed by the 
nation’s congress head Juan Guaido could be 
established to accept the proceeds.

Venezuela’s exports since then have dropped 
to 920,000 barrels per day (bpd) of crude 
and fuel, the data shows. That is down from 
between 1.47 million and 1.66 million bpd of 
crude and fuel in the prior three months, the 

data show. Almost 70 percent of Venezuela’s 
oil shipments since Jan. 28 have gone to 
PDVSA’s clients in Asia, with India rising to 
first place among top destinations, followed 
by Singapore and China. Singapore is a hub 
for storage, trans-shipment and re-exports.

Europe, which imported a marginal volume 
of Venezuelan oil before sanctions, increased 
its share to 15 percent, followed by the United 
States with 11 percent and the Caribbean 
with 2 percent, according to the data. In 
total, PDVSA exported 675,000 bpd of crude 
and 245,000 bpd of fuel, versus 1.28 million 
to 1.46 million bpd of crude and 200,000 
bpd of fuel prior to sanctions. The figures 
exclude cargoes that were loaded but have 
been stuck at sea pending arrangements to 
pay accounts being set up by Guaido’s team.

PDVSA (and) the whole nation has been 
under a brutal attack by the U.S. govern-
ment to impact the company’s finances and 
operations, Venezuelan Oil Minister Manuel 
Quevedo said on Thursday at a conference 
in Saudi Arabia. PDVSA has ramped up 
crude-for-fuel swaps and exchanges with 
its customers and trading firms to keep oil 
flowing to foreign markets amid sanctions. 

The United States also established several 
wind-down periods, allowing pending deliv-
eries and payments to be completed through 
April.

In March, at least 1 million bpd of Venezue-
lan crude and refined products are expected 
to be shipped, according to a Reuters review 
of tankers waiting to load or steaming to 
PDVSA’s ports. After ordering some tank-
ers carrying imported fuels to forcefully 
discharge amid uncertainty created by U.S. 
sanctions, PDVSA’s purchases of gasoline, 
diesel, diluent naphtha and other fuels 
have grown, satisfying most of the country’s 
consumption.

In the full month following sanctions, 
PDVSA imported 165,000 bpd of fuel, 
mainly from the United States and Europe. 
Sanctions banned U.S. exports of diluents 
used to convert Venezuela’s extra heavy oil 
into exportable grades, but allowed sales of 
other fuel for the coming months.

PDVSA on Thursday said it has enough fuel 
for domestic consumption and will create a 
special program to supply gasoline during 
the Carnival holidays. It did not disclose 
figures. Venezuela imported over 300,000 
bpd of fuel in December, a record high amid 

problems with domestic refineries producing 
gasoline and other motor fuel. During 2018, 
the company imported around 200,000 bpd 
of fuel.

In recent weeks, the country has been 
paying heavy premiums for fuel purchased, 
mostly supplied by trading firms, Russia’s 
Rosneft, a traditional backer of Caracas, and 
Spain’s Repsol, which has continued swap-
ping Venezuelan crude for gasoline under a 
deal signed before sanctions.

Pak to get 12b bailout from 
IMF: Fitch

KARACHI: The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and Pakistan will soon reach 
to a bailout deal with a potential size of $12 
billion, Fitch Solutions ratings agency said 
in its latest report. Pakistan is expected to 
have an increasing pressure to improve fiscal 
consolidation through austerity measures,  
the report said.

Following the latest meeting of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) Chief Christine 
Lagarde in Dubai on 10th February 20 19, 
we at Fitch Solutions maintain our view that 
an agreement is likely to be reached in the 
near future, Fitch Solutions, the primary 
distributor of ratings agency Fitch Ratings, 
said in report.

Early indications suggest that Pakistani 
authorities requested aid of $12 billion, 
which is almost twice as large as the previous 
bailout package of $6.6 billion in 2013. The 
ratings agency said measures to strengthen 
the country’s fiscal and debt dynamics will 
likely be a major cornerstone of the IMF 
deal, with the end goal of narrowing the 
budget deficit and stabilising the debt-to-
GDP ratio through austerity measures.

The IMF plan would be in line with the 
consolidation programme implemented in 
2013 that set out expectations for a reduc-
tion in the fiscal deficit by an annualised 

one percent per year for three years. These 
policies will likely be aimed at reducing the 
budget deficit from an estimated 6.6 percent 
in 2018 to approximately 4 to 5 percent, or 
even lower, it added.

Fiscal consolidation will help to stabilise, 
and potentially lower the debt load with 
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public debt currently at 71.4 percent of GDP. 
The IMF previously targeted to lower the 
debt-to-GDP ratio from 63.9 percent in 2013 
to 60.5 percent over a period of three years. 
The government is expected to strengthen 
tax administration, broaden the tax base, 
and raise tax-to-GDP ratio that improved to 
11.2 percent in the last fiscal year from nine 
percent in the FY2013/14.

The government is also expected to have 
a strong focus on improving anti-money 
laundering laws and countering financing 
of terrorism efforts, “given the poor regula-
tions in these areas” Fitch Solutions said 
structural reforms will be another pillar of 
the IMF deal, similar to the reforms under 
the extended fund facility arrangement in 
2013.

Meanwhile, at least six civilians including 
a child were martyred in unprovoked Indian 
forces firing along the Line of Control. Paki-
stani troops at forward positions on LoC ef-
fectively responded to the Indian aggression. 
Four persons including three women and a 
child were martyred and 11 other civilians 
were injured and transferred to hospitals, 
sources said.

Indian troops targeted civilian population 
along different sectors of the LoC, sources 
said. The enemy forces resorted to shelling 
on civil population at Abbaspur, Chharoi, 
Khoi Ratta, Nathial, Darra Sher Khan, 
Bhimber and Chhamb sector, reports said. 
The enemy forces used light and heavy artil-
lery to target the civilian population,  reports 
said. According to reports, casualties took 
place in Charhoti, Fatehpur Thakiala and 
Khoi Ratta tehsils.

US, Taliban resume Afghan 
peace talks

DOHA: The top U.S. envoy for peace in 
Afghanistan met a senior Taliban leader here 
on Monday as the two sides resumed talks to 
end 17 years of war despite the insurgents’ 

continued refusal to deal with the Kabul 
government. Zalmay Khalilzad, named 
last year to lead the U.S. peace effort, met 
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, a co-founder 
of the Taliban and the movement’s political 
chief, for the first time in Doha. Talks were 
expected to run for at least four days.

Just finished a working lunch with Mullah 
Baradar and his team. First time we’ve met. 
Now moving on to talks, Khalilzad tweeted. 
Even with peace talks under way, the war in 
Afghanistan killed almost 4,000 civilians in 
2018, including a record number of children, 
making it the single deadliest year for Afghan 
civilians since the United Nations began 
documenting casualties a decade ago.

Baradar arrived in Doha on Sunday, but 
sources said it was not clear whether he 
would attend all the meetings, which dip-
lomats in Kabul said were expected to focus 
on clinching a ceasefire before the onset of 
warmer spring weather prompts an escala-
tion of fighting, as in previous years. The last 
round of talks ended in Qatar in January.

Baradar, a veteran fighter and figure of 
considerable influence within the Taliban, 
was released from a Pakistani jail last year. 
His appointment was widely seen as a fresh 
effort by the Taliban to emerge from the 
political and diplomatic shadows. Last week 
the Taliban said that Baradar had named a 
14-member team for the talks and would 
not go to Qatar, but his plans changed on 
Sunday.

There was much confusion whether Mullah 
Baradar should travel to Qatar or not. Some 
of our people wanted him to go there but 
avoid participation in the peace talks. 
Others wanted him to go and supervise the 
peace talks, said a senior Taliban leader in 
Afghanistan.

American negotiators, who have held 
multiple rounds of talks with Taliban leaders 
since last year, want Baradar to attend the 
talks to be able to resolve key sticking points: 
the timing of a ceasefire and the possible 
withdrawal of foreign forces.

What was the point of Baradar’s release if 
he wants to stay away from the talks? said 
a senior diplomat in Kabul, adding that US 
negotiators had to provide assurances to lift 
a travel ban on some Taliban leaders to get 
Baradar to travel to Qatar.

Last week, the United States and Russia 
agreed to explore options to revoke a U.N. 
travel ban on Taliban negotiators, one of the 
key demands of the group. Taliban officials 
have so far rejected the Afghan government’s 
offer to hold direct talks but Kabul is plan-
ning to hold a grand council of tribal elders 
and political leaders next month to discuss 
how to end the Taliban insurgency.

Sohail Shahin, a Taliban spokesman, said 
U.S. and Taliban officials are expected to 
focus on the details of a framework deal 
reached in principle last month - American 
troops would withdraw from Afghanistan in 
return for a Taliban guarantee that Afghan 

territory would never be used by militants. 
The ceasefire is one of the big issues that will 
be discussed at the last stage of this round of 
peace talks, said Shahin. We are optimistic 
about the ongoing talks which can end with 
good progress...It is possible that the Taliban 
do not refresh or announce their spring of-
fensive.

China satisfied over CPEC’s 
progress

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly was in-
formed today that Beijing is fully satisfied over 
the progress on China-Pakistan-Economic-
Corridor (CPEC) project.  Responding to a 
point raised by JUI (F) Leader Asad Mahmood 
in the House, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said second phase of CPEC has been 
agreed with China which indicates that Beijing 
is fully satisfied with the corridor. Regarding 
another point, the Minister said there is no 
change in Pakistan’s policy regarding Israel.

To maintain cordial environment in the 
House, Shah Mahmood Qureshi urged the op-
position to cooperate with the treasury benches 
in running business of the National Assembly 
in line with the Parliamentary traditions. He 
said opposition has the right to raise any matter 
and lodge protest but it should refrain from 
creating rumpus in the House. Minister for 
Water Resources Faisal Vawda has assured 
the National Assembly that Pakistan’s share 
of water under Indus Water Treaty is secure 
and safe.

Taking floor, he said under Indus water treaty, 
India has the right over eastern rivers and it 
does not affect Pakistan if New Delhi stops 
their water. Talking about Mohmand Dam, 
the Minister of State said that 18 billion rupees 
have been saved in negotiating with the bidder. 
He said out of these, 16 billion rupees will be 
used in construction of Naulong dam in Balo-
chistan. The House has now been adjourned 
to meet again tomorrow at 11 in the morning.

US Economic recession by 2021
NEW YORK: More than three-quarters of 

business economists expect the US to enter 
a recession by the end of 2021, though a 
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majority still estimate the Federal Reserve will 
continue raising interest rates this year. Ten per 
cent saw a recession beginning this year, 42 per 
cent project one next year, while 25 per cent 
expect a contraction starting in 2021, accord-
ing to a semi-annual National Association for 
Business Economics survey released Monday. 
The rest expect a recession later than 2021 or 
expressed no opinion, the Jan. 30-Feb. 8 poll 
of nearly 300 members showed.

The projections come ahead of the Com-
merce Department’s release this week of the 
advance reading for fourth quarter gross 
domestic product, which was delayed by the 
government shutdown. Economists surveyed 
by Bloomberg projected as of Friday that 
growth cooled to a 2.5 per cent annualised rate 
in the final months of 2018 from 3.4 per cent 
in the third quarter. 

NABE members were divided on the impact 
of the Fed’s balance sheet normalisation pro-
cess. Asked about the effect of the tightening 
on short-term funding rates, a fifth said saw no 
impact, a fifth said it would raise rates by 25 
basis points, and a fifth said they would rise 50 
basis points or more. The remaining respond-
ents didn’t know or express an opinion. 

There is a schism between what the NABE 
panel and the markets think about the Fed’s 
rate path and the shrinking of its balance 
sheet, said Megan Greene, chief economist 
at Manulife Asset Management and chair of 
the survey. Markets are pricing in no more 
interest-rate hikes in 2019, whereas a major-
ity of the NABE panel expects one or two rate 
hikes.

A plurality of 23 per cent expected the Fed 
to raise the main rate 50 basis points to 3 per 
cent before beginning to cut rates. Eleven per 
cent said the next rate move will be an easing. 
President Donald Trump’s trade policies 
remained a concern for most of the panellists. 
Thirty-six per cent said the existing tariffs, if 
they remain in place, will reduce 2019 gross 
domestic product growth by 25 basis points, 
while 26 per cent saw a drag of 50 basis points 
and 15 per cent of panelists expect the reduc-
tion to exceed 50 basis points. Economists also 
expected the tariffs to boost inflation this year.

KSA cuts visa fees for 
Pakistanis

RIYADH: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
has reduced visa fee for Pakistani nationals, 

diplomatic officials said on Thursday. 
The visit visa fee for Pakistanis has been 
reduced to 338 riyals from 2000 riyals, 
according to diplomatic officials. Similarly 
single entry visa fee has been reduced to 
338 riyals and multiple visa fee to 675 
riyals. Officials said new visa fees will be 
effective from today.

They said Pakistan had already cut visa 
fees for Saudi nationals, which took effect 
from December 12, 2018. The single entry 
visa fee for Saudi nationals was reduced to 
270 riyals, whereas multiple visa fee was 
cut to 540 riyals, according to officials. 
The business single entry visa fee for 
Saudi citizens was reduced to 405 riyals 
and multiple business visa fee to 810 riyals.

Officials said the measures were taken to 
promote trade and investment between the 
two countries. The reduction in visa fees 
for Pakistani nationals coincides with the 
visit of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman to Pakistan. Prince Moham-
mad will arrive in Pakistan on February 16 
for a two-day visit, according to the Saudi 

ambassador, and is expected to stay at the 
PM House.

During his stay, Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia will be signing a number of agree-
ments and MoUs related to diverse sectors, 
including investment, finance, power, 
renewable energy, internal security, media, 
culture and sports. The two countries will 
also discuss ways and means to develop a 
robust follow-up mechanism to ensure ef-
fective implementation and quick progress 
on tangible areas of cooperation.

Together for Peace
Int’l naval exercise Aman-
2019 concludes

KARACHI: The five-day multi-nation 
naval exercise Aman-2019, in which 46 
nations took part, concluded on Tuesday. 
President Arif Alvi, Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah, minister for de-
fence productions and other dignitaries 
took part in the ceremony, according to 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR). 
The exercise displayed a resolve of 46 
countries under the title Together for 
Peace. 

Naval assets including naval ships, 
helicopters, Special Forces elements and 
observers from 46 countries participated 
in the exercise. The naval drill kicked off 
on February 8 and concluded Tuesday . 
ISPR said the naval contingent from 46 
countries around the world participated 
in the war exercise while the heads of 
the all three armed forces attended the 
concluding ceremony.

The President congratulated Pakistan 
Navy for hosting the mega event and reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s resolve for peace and 
security in the region. 

The President appreciated the par-
ticipation of large number of like-minded 
Nations and emphasized that AMAN-19 
will pave the way to make the region 
more peaceful and secure with combined 
efforts by all stakeholders. AMAN-19 was 
conducted in two phases; the harbour 
phase spanned from 08-10 Feb and the 
sea phase from 11–12 Feb 19. The harbour 
phase comprised International Maritime 
Conference, seminars, table talks, cross 
ships visits, calls on, International Band 
Display, Maritime Counter Terrorism 
Demonstration, Cultural show and Food 
Gala.

Whereas, the sea phase included practi-
cal execution of operational plans and 
activities finalized during harbour phase 
and International Fleet Review. Pakistan 
has been hosting the multi-national 
naval drill ‘Aman’ since 2007. In the first 
exercise 28 countries had participated 
with their ships, aircraft and observers. 
The exercise was held in two phases from 
during the five days. The harbour phase 
of the drill continued from 8th to 10th 
February, while the second phase was 
held in the sea till February 12. The World 
Maritime Conference was also organised 
during the Aman naval exercise.

The objectives of the naval exercise 
include projecting a positive image of Pa-
kistan as a country contributing towards 
regional peace and stability, consolidating 
Pakistan Navy’s position in the regional 
maritime arena, enhancing interoperabil-
ity with regional and extra regional navies 
and displaying of united resolve against 
maritime terrorism and piracy.
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Kyrgyzstan is one of the most beautiful countries in Central Asia 
comprising.gorgeous wild mountain pastures inhabited by modern 
semi-nomads living in summer yurts, as well as large alpine lakes dotting 
a landscape characterized by charming villages.  The cities are Soviet 
planned with some modern buildings and a diverse population.  It’s these 
contrasts that make the country such a rewarding one to travel within.

Tourism is a community affair and you can often sleep in the homes of 
local people and share the delicious local cuisine with them.  Souvenirs 
are mostly handmade from ecologically sound, homemade materials 
such as felt, wood and leather.  You can buy local products safe in the 
knowledge that you are contributing to the local economy. Here are some 
of attractions for tourists.

Issyk Kul Lake
Issyk-Kul means “hot lake” translated from Kyrgyz. It is a salty and 

mineral rich lake that does not freeze even in the coldest of winters. More 
than a hundred rivers flow into lake yet not one of them flows out.  It 
is the second largest mountain lake in the world, located at an altitude 
of 1607 meters and at its maximum, a depth of 668 meters.  Issyk Kul 
is surrounded by the Ala -Too Mountains, part of the Tian Shan range.

Bishkek
Bishkek is the capital of Kyrgyzstan.  It has a variety of eating places 

with everything from traditional Central Asian dishes to international 
cuisine and fast food. A Bishkek city tour will reveal the nomad, Soviet 
and modern influences on the development of the country.

Ala Archa National Park
Just around half an hour away from Bishkek’s suburbs, is a magnificent 

alpine national park. It is a favorite local haunt for picnics as well as being 
popular with tourists looking to do short hikes. One can get closer to the 
mountains that form the backdrop to the city. The highest peak in the 

national park reaches 4895 meters and the Ala Archa range has more 
than fifty peaks.

Burana Tower
Built in the 11th century, the Burana Tower was once part of a flourish-

ing Silk Road city called Balasaghun.  Originally the tower was a minaret 
reaching over 40 meters in height and the earliest of such towers in the 

KYRGYZSTAN
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whole of Central Asia.  Today it stands just over 20 meters high and one 
can even climb up it!  Near the tower, one can also take a look at the 
small museum and have a look at some ancient stone carvings known 
as balbals.

Song Kul
Song Kol Lake is a vast summer pasture, accessible only from June to 

September. It is located at an altitude of 3016 meters, but don’t expect 
rugged peaks – it actually looks pretty flat. Song Kul is a freshwater 
lake that stretches for 29 km in length and about 18 km in breadth. Its 
maximum depth is only about 13 meters. Tourists can enjoy sleeping in 
real yurts and feeling free just like your nomad hosts.

Tash Rabat
Tash Rabat is a historic stone caravanserai. It was originally built as a 

Nestorian monastery and then turned into a caravanserai. These were 
places used by merchants and their caravans on the ancient Silk Road.  

It is one of the best preserved of such places in Central Asia.  One can 
sleep in yurts nearby or go horse riding.

Osh
Osh is the oldest city in Kyrgyzstan, celebrating its 3000th anniversary 

in 2000. It lies in the heart of the fertile Ferghana Valley.  Sulaiman is the 
local pronunciation of Solomon.  It is thought that the throne of Solomon 
was once located on this mountain; some legends go so far as to say that 
he was buried there.  Another important site in Osh is the 16th-century 
mosque of Babur, the founder of the Mughal Empire.

Peak Lenin
Peak Lenin base camp is around one to three hours away from Osh, 

situated on the border between Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  At its highest 
point, it reaches 7134 meters.  It is considered to be one of the easiest as-
cents to over 7000 meters by climbers.  Even in the hottest summers, one 
may admire the snow-capped peaks of the mountains of the Trans-Alay 
Range where the Tian Shan & Pamir Mountain systems come together.

Karakol
Karakol is the administrative center of the Issyk-Kul region.  However 

although it isn’t located right on the shores of the lake, it’s easy to make 
day trips to the lake or to the nearby mountains. In the 19th century, it 
became a strategic point separating Russian Empire from China and an 
important Russian military settlement was established there in 1869.  
It also attracted Chinese Muslims fleeing oppression in China.  These 
two important events of history can be seen in Dungan Mosque and 
Karakol’s Orthodox Church.

Djeti Oguz & Altyn Arashan
From Karakol, there are numerous opportunities to go for a hike 

or go horse riding. Altyn Arashan offers one of the most beautiful 
Kyrgyz trekking routes and best of all, it’s easy enough that anyone 
can do it. Favorite places for hiking and horse riding are the Djety 
Oguz valley with its red cliff formations and Altyn Arashan that 
reminds us of Swiss mountain valleys. Djety Oguz means seven 
bulls.

Travel Destination
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Researchers at Tokyo Institute 
of Technology (Tokyo Tech) 
have designed a 28 GHz 
transceiver that integrates 
b e a m f o r m i n g [ 1 ]  w i t h 

dual-polarized multiple-input and multiple-
output (MIMO[2]) technology. Measuring 
just 3 mm by 4 mm, this tiny transceiver 
could help improve performances of fifth-
generation cellular network (5G) and Inter-
net of Things (IoT) devices.

A team of researchers led by Kenichi 
Okada at Tokyo Tech’s Department of 
Electrical and Electronic Engineering has 
devised a strategy with a clear eye on sup-
porting high-speed mobile data access using 
the millimeter-wave spectrum for 5G, the 
highly-anticipated wireless network of the 
near future.

Their proposed 28-GHz transceiver com-
bines beam forming, a very efficient signal 
processing method, with dual-polarized 
MIMO capabilities, meaning that its array of 
antennas can respond to both horizontal and 
vertical radio waves at the same time. Pre-
liminary testing showed that the maximum 

data rate achieved was 15 gigabits per second 
(Gb/s) in the 64-QAM format. This data rate 
is 25 percent higher than that achieved by 
previous comparable models.

As a continuation of Okada and his group’s 
work on developing top-level transceivers 
using minimal components, the researchers 
achieved a design that fits into an area meas-
uring just 3 mm by 4 mm, which is around 
half the size achieved to date. The smaller 
the chip, the better for 5G, owing to the 
anticipated demand for high-performance, 

area-efficient transceivers for use in tiny and 
portable sensors and devices.

“Compared with the conventional 
switch-based bi-directional approach, our 
bi-directional amplifier completely shares 
the inter-stage matching networks between 
the transceiver and the receiver. Thus, the 
required on-chip area is further minimized,” 
Okada explains.

Japan is currently stepping up efforts to 
prepare for 5G ahead of the Tokyo 2020 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. There are 
big hopes for 5G services to enable higher 
data throughput for applications such as 
live-streaming high-definition (HD) video 
and for potentially trillions of new IoT 
devices that can share data around the 
clock, as well as to increase the speed and 
responsiveness of communication networks 
overall.

The research was partially supported by 

SCOPE, an initiative led by Japan’s Ministry 
of Internal Affairs and Communications 
that focuses on promoting innovations in 
information and communication technolo-
gies. Further details of the study are being 
presented as part of the 4G/5G Transceivers 
Session at the 2019 International Solid-State 
Circuits Conference (ISSCC) to be held in 
San Francisco from 17 to 21 February 2019.

Gearing up for 5G
A miniature, low-cost transceiver 
for fast, reliable communications

Melange Team

Tech

“Compared with the conventional switch-based bi-directional 
approach, our bi-directional amplifier completely shares the inter-
stage matching networks between the transceiver and the receiver. 
Thus, the required on-chip area is further minimized,” Okada explains.
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French food is known globally for finesse and flavour. Guide your 
palete through this list of top

Traditional French food relies on simple combinations that enhance 
the rich, natural flavours of basic ingredients. Food in France has 
become such an integral part of French culture that it was added to 
UNESCO’s world list of intangible cultural heritage in 2010. From 
simple, traditional recipes to complex dishes, it’s not difficult to find 
a top French food to suit any taste. Here some of top French foods.

Soupe à l’oignon

This is a traditional French soup made of onions and beef stock, 
usually served with croutons and melted cheese on top. The soup’s 
origin can be traced as far back as the Romans it was typically a poor 
dish although the current version dates from the 18th century. The 
remarkable taste in French onion soup is from the caramelisation 
of the onions, to which sometimes sherry is added at the end of the 
slow-cooking process. The liquid is typically meat stock, although 
variations include using just water, adding milk or thickening it with 
eggs or flour.

Coq au vin
This quintessential French food was popularised by Julia Child 

through her television show and book and seen as one of her signa-
ture dishes. It is a dish of chicken braised with mushrooms, onions, 

often garlic. French regional variations exist using local wines, for 
example coq au vin jaune (Jura), coq au Riesling (Alsace), coq au 
pourpre or coq au violet (Beaujolais nouveau) and coq au Champagne 
(Champagne).

Cassoulet

Cassoulet is a comfort dish of white beans stewed slowly with meat, 
typically duck but also sausages, goose, mutton or whatever else the 
chef has around. This peasant dish originates from southern France 
and is popular in Toulouse, Carcassonne and Castelnaudary. The 
name of the dish comes from the pot (cassole) it’s traditionally baked 
in, which is typically shaped like an inverted cone to give a crust 

shape. This is a rich, hearty meal perfect for colder months.

Beef bourguignon

Boeuf bourguignon is a stew made of beef braised with garlic, 
pearl onions, fresh herbs and mushrooms. Traditional preparation 
time is two days to tenderise the meat and intensify the flavours. In 
Burgundy in late August, the Fête du Charolais (in French) celebrates 
the prized Charolais beef with music, meat and bœuf bourguignon.

Chocolate soufflé
The word soufflé derives from the French verb to ‘blow out’ and is 

an airy, egg-baked dish with origins dating back to early 18th-century 
France. Soufflé is eaten savoury or sweet in France, and you’ve likely 
found chocolate soufflé on dessert menus worldwide. The crispy 

Food
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chocolate crust with an oozing, creamy chocolate centre gives this 
dessert a sweet surprise.

Flamiche
Flamiche means ‘cake’ in Flemish and this dish originates from 

northern France, near the border with Belgium. It has a puff-
pastry crust filled with cheese and vegetables and resembles a 
quiche. The traditional French filling is with leeks and cream. 

There is also a pizza-like version of flamiche, which is without 
the top crust of the pie. For a southern French twist, try the thin 
crusty pissaladière which is topped with anchovies, onions and 
olives.

Confit de canard
Confit de canard is a tasty French dish of duck – although goose 

can also be used – and is considered one of the finest French 
dishes. The meat is specially prepared using a centuries-old pre-
serve and slow-cooking process (confit), where the duck meat is 
marinated in salt, garlic and thyme for up to 36 hours and then 
slow-cooked in its own fat at low temperatures (an alternative to 

deep-frying). It is typically served with confit roasted potatoes and 
garlic on the side. Today this French dish is served all over France, 
although it is considered a specialty of the Gascony region.

Nicoise salad
Salade niçoise is a typical French salad from the Provence 

region, which can be served as a side dish or a light meal on its 
own. It’s typically a combination of lettuce, fresh tomatoes, boiled 
eggs, (canned or fresh) tuna, green beans, Nicoise Cailletier olives 
and anchovies, although many variations exist.

Ratatouille
Ratatouille is a stewed vegetable recipe that can be served as 

a side dish, meal or stuffing for other dishes, such as crepes and 

omelettes. The vegetables are generally first cooked in a shal-
low pan on a high heat with a small amount of fat, and then 
oven-baked in a dish. The ingredients consist of tomatoes, garlic, 
onions, zucchini, eggplant, carrots, bell peppers, basil, marjoram, 
thyme and other green herbs. A similar dish popular in the French 
Basque country is piperade, which typically adds ham and some-
times eggs to the stewed vegetable mix.

Tarte tatin
They say this French apple tarte was made by mistake in 

1898 by Stephanie Tartin when trying to make a traditional 
apple pie. When she accidentally left the apples in sugar and 

butter too for long in the pan, in a hurry to rescue the dessert 
she put the pastry base on top of the burning fruit and placed 
the pan in the oven. She supposedly served the upside-down 
tart to her guests at Hôtel Tatin and the result turned into the 
hotel’s signature dish. Although the tarte’s origin is disputed, 
the delicious result is not.

Food
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SPORTS REPORTER

NALTAR/ ISLAMABAD: Ukrainian, Turkish and Pakistani 
Skiers competed each other in different categories of the 3rd 
Serena Hotels-CAS Karakoram International Alpine Ski Cup; 
however, Ukrainian dominated the event as TSIBELENKO Levko 
and NARIICHYN Andriy in men’s categories, while Tetyana Tikun 
and Anastasia Gorbunova remained invincible in the women’s 
categories. USTA Berkin from Turkey was the only player who 
could overthrow their dominance by winning the Men’s Giant 
Slalom category. Local players including Mohammad Karim, 
Umama Wali and Jia Ali also had a wonderful run in the races 
from Pakistan side.

The nail-biting Ski races, featuring International and National 
athletes held here at the enchanting PAF Ski Resort. 40 Skiers 

from 13 countries including Pakistan, Greece, Afghanistan, 
Turkey, Ukraine, Hong Kong, United Kingdom, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Belgium, Morocco, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, and 
Tajikistan participated in this grand event. These athletes took 
part in the slalom and giant slalom categories of the FIS races. 
The days carried in their lap some breathtaking performances, full 
of intensity and excitement which is the hallmark of winter sports. 
The foreign players appreciated the immaculate arrangements for 
the event and showed their desire to come again for racing in the 
majestic mountains of Pakistan.

Ukrainians clinched two positions each in both men and women 
slalom races in the international event. TSIBELENKO Levko 
remained unassailable in the Men’s Slalom Category while his 
countryman NARIICHYN Andriy got the third position. Local 
sensation Muhammad Karim put up a spectacular show by 

3rd Serena Hotels-CAS Karakoram International Alpine Ski Cup

Ukrainian Skiers 
Dominate The 
Slalom Event

Sports
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finishing second in the same category of this momentous inter-
national event.

Meanwhile, in the Women’s Slalom event Ukraine proved 
unbeatable as two Ukrainians Tikun Tetyana and Anastasia 
Gorbunova carried on with their superb performance from the 
last day’s giant Slalom event, winning both 1st and 2nd positions 
respectively. Pakistani skier, Gia Ali stunned her rivals in the race 
with her superb performance and remained 3rd in the event.

Competing in the FIS races against the highly ranked skiers 
of the world has offered an excellent opportunity to Pakistani 
athletes to showcase their talent at international level and learn 
from their competitors’ experience.

Winter Sports Federation of Pakistan, in collaboration with 

Pakistan Air Force was earnestly working for the promotion of 
winter sports in the country and holding such events would not 
only boost the tourism opportunities in the splendid mountains 
and valleys of Pakistan but also project a positive image of the 
country in the comity of nations.

 Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force Air Chief Marshal 
Mujahid Anwar Khan, the Patron-in-Chief of Winter Sports 
Federation of Pakistan Prize distributed medals and awards 
among the winners of event here.

Addressing the ceremony, the Air Chief thanked the interna-
tional players for their participation in these events and hoped 
that they would take along cherished memories of Pakistan’s 
magnificent beauty and traditional hospitality. He urged the for-
eign players to act as the ambassadors of Pakistan and portray the 
true picture of this land of wonders in their respective countries. 

Acknowledging the sincere contributions of Serena Hotels in 
the promotion of Winter Sports in the country, he invited the 
corporate sector to sponsor young and talented players in this 
exciting sport.

He further said that Pakistan Air Force in collaboration with 
Serena Hotels has chalked out a comprehensive plan to promote 
Winter Sports in the snowy mountains of Gilgit Baltistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He also lauded the efforts of Winter Sports 
Federation of Pakistan in the promotion of winter sports in the 
country and added that it would not only help in finding new 
talent but also promote tourism industry in the country.

The chief guest awarded medals and cash prizes to the win-
ning players. Ukrainians carried the day asLevko TSIBELENKO 

won 01 gold and 03 silver medals, while his countryman Andriy 
MARIICHYN won 01 gold and 03 bronze medals in the Slalom 
and Giant Slalom categories of both International events. The 
Giant Slalom category was dominated by Usta Berkin from 
Turkey, who clinched both gold medals in the races.  Pakistani 
Olympian, Muhammad Karim won 01 silver and 01 bronze medal 
in the Slalom category.

In the women events, Ukrainian duo, Tetyana Tikun with 03 
golds & 01 silver whereas Anastasia Gorbunova with 01 gold 
and 03 silver medals remained unassailable in both categories. 
Pakistani skier Umama Wali also performed well in the women 
events and ended on the podium with 03 bronze medals while 
her compatriot Gia Ali could win 01 bronze medal in the Slalom 
event. Meanwhile, at the national level thecoveted trophy for 26th 
National Ski Championship was awarded to PAF.

Meanwhile, in the Women’s Slalom event Ukraine proved unbeatable as two Ukrainians Tikun 
Tetyana and Anastasia Gorbunova carried on with their superb performance from the last 
day’s giant Slalom event, winning both 1st and 2nd positions respectively. Pakistani skier, Gia 
Ali stunned her rivals in the race with her superb performance and remained 3rd in the event.

Sports
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W ilkinson’s unflinching, incendiary debut com-
bines the espionage novels of John le Carré 
with the racial complexity of Ralph Ellison’s 
Invisible Man. The novel is a thrilling, razor-
sharp examination of race, nationalism, and 

US foreign policy t h a t  i s 
certain to make Wilkinson’s 
name as one of the most 
engaging and perceptive 
young writers working today. 
Echoing the stoic cynicism 
of Hurston and Ellison, and 
the verve of Conan Doyle, 
American Spy lays our com-
plicities political, racial, etc. 
Packed with unforgettable 
characters, it’s a stunning 
book, timely as it is timeless.

American Spy is by turns 
suspenseful,  tender,  and 
funny, always smart and 
sparingly honest. Lauren 
Wilkinson renders the world 
of spies with vivacity and 
depth, and shines a penetrat-
ing light on what it’s like to be 
a black woman in America. 
But like all great novels, this 
one teaches us most about 
ourselves and our values.

Marie is a brilliant narra-
tor who is forthright, direct, 
and impervious to decep-
tion traits that endow the 
story with honesty that is as 
refreshing as it is revelatory. 
This urgent and adventurous 
novel will delight fans of 
literary fiction and spy novels 
alike. .

T h e  p l o t  o f  t h e  n o v e l 
r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  M a r i e 
Mitchell, the daughter of 
a Harlem-born cop and a 
Martinican mother, is an 
operative with the FBI in the 
mid-’80s peak of the Cold 
War. She is languishing in 
the bureaucratic doldrums 
of the agency, a black woman 
stultified by institutional prejudice relegated to running snitches 
associated with Pan-African movements with Communist links.

Her career has stalled out, she’s overlooked for every high-profile 
squad, and her days are filled with monotonous paperwork. So 
when she’s given the opportunity to join a shadowy task force 

aimed at undermining Thomas Sankara, the charismatic revo-
lutionary president of Burkina Faso whose Communist ideology 
has made him a target for American intervention, she says yes.

Yes, even though she secretly admires the work Sankara is doing 
for his country. Yes, even though she is still grieving the mysteri-

ous death of her sister, whose 
example led Marie to this 
career path in the first place. 
Yes, even though a furious 
part of her suspects she’s being 
offered the job because of her 
appearance and not her talent.

In the year that follows, 
Marie will observe Sankara 
and ultimately have a hand 
in the coup that will bring 
him down. But doing so will 
change everything she believes 
about what it means to be 
a spy, a lover, a sister, and a 
good American. Inspired by 
true events Thomas Sankara 
is known as Africa’s Che Gue-
vara American Spy knits to-
gether a gripping spy thriller, 
a heartbreaking family drama, 
and a passionate romance. 
This is a face of the Cold War 
you’ve never seen before, and 
it introduces a powerful new 
literary voice.

All this changes when she is 
tapped by the CIA to insinuate 
herself with Thomas Sankara, 
the charismatic new leader of 
Burkina Faso, in a concerted 
effort to destabilize his fledg-
ling government and sway 
them toward US interests. 
Now the key player in a honey 
pot scheme to entrap Sankara, 
Marie finds herself question-
ing her loyalties as she edges 
closer to both Sankara and 
the insidious intentions of her 
handlers abroad.

Written as  a  confession 
addressed to her twin sons 
following an assassination at-
tempt on her life as due course 

her duty she had beguns to admire the man’s Communist ideology 
which has made him a target for American intervention. Inspired 
by real events, this espionage thriller ticks all the right boxes, 
delivering a sexually-charged interrogation of both politics and 
race.

American Spy
by Lauren Wilkinson






