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CPEC attracts East Asia

T
he nation celebrated Pakistan Day on Saturday across the 
country with traditional zeal and fervor. Pakistan Day marks 
the passing of the Lahore Resolution on March 23, 1940, when 
Muslims of the Subcontinent demanded the establishment of a 
separate homeland to safeguard their rights. A grand military 
parade at Parade Ground near Shakarparian in Islamabad was 

the highlight of the day.
The guest of honour at this year’s parade was Malaysian Prime 

Minister Mahathir Mohammad. Prime Minister Imran Khan, Defence 
Minister Pervez Khattak, Chief of Army Staff General Qamar Jawed 
Bajwa, Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan, 
and Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi attended the 
parade.

Air Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan led a fly-past as a salute to the 
chief guest. After which a formation of JF-17 Thunder fighter jets of 
Pakistan Air Force performed aerobatic skills, followed by formations 
of F-7PG and Mirage fighter aircraft. Contingents of Pakistan Army, 
Frontier Corps, Pakistan Rangers, Mujahid Battalion, Tri Services 
Lady Officers, Special Services Group (SSG) and others held a march-
past. Troops from Azerbaijan, China, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Bahrain 
and Sri Lanka also took part in the parade. After the troops, contin-
gents of armoured and mechanised infantry held a march-past.

A day earlier, the two sides signed Memoranda of Understanding 
(MoUs) for five big projects. Malaysia is interested in purchasing JF-17 
Thunder fighter jets, halal meat and rice from Pakistan. The two sides 
have also agreed to open branches of their respective banks in each 
other’s countries. To revive tourism in the country, Pakistan would try 
to learn from Malaysia’s knowledge and experience in the industry. 
At the Round-table conference of Pakistan - Malaysia Business 
leaders both the premiers highlighted the need to further accelerate 
the economic and trade activities between both the countries. The 
conference also noted that Pakistan and Malaysia have strong busi-
ness relationship since 1970 when Pakistan imported Palm Oil from 
Malaysia for the first time.

A the same time, China has extended generous hand towards 
Pakistani by depositing $2.1 billion into State Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP) 
foreign currency reserves to help Islamabad in making international 
payments mainly on import and debt repayment counters. This 
development reflects Chinese friendly approach towards Pakistan 
to help out Pakistan in financial hard time. In the meanwhile, there 
are reports about Malaysian possible inclusion in China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) as Malaysian automobile manufacturer 
Proton in Karachi. According to experts, Proton will further expand 
car exports to China, Central Asian Republics and beyond through 
Pakistan.

Worthy Readers! the April edition of Melange, International Maga-
zine, is in your hands to quench your thirst for reading. This edition 
carries a number of special reports, articles and other worth reading 
material about important global issues and developments. Melange 
Team hopes, you will like the current edition.

Printed at Roohani Art Press, Muhammadi Town, Sohan, Express Way, Islamabad
Published by Amna Malik, 58,Shahra -e- Suharwardy,  G-6/4, Islamabad
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AMNA MALIK

Pakistan and Malaysia enjoy 
cordial economic and strategic 
relations and both are further 
cementing their ties for mutual 
benefits. In this connection, 

high level of exchanges have played key role 
because leadership of both the countries 
seems very enthusiastic for the promotion 

of bilateral ties. A brief look on the history 
of diplomatic relations between Malaysia 
and Pakistan reveals that diplomatic ties 
were established in 1957 after the former’s 
independence.

In the early years of its inception, the 
High Commission of Malaysia was placed 
in Karachi, which was the capital city of 
Pakistan then. However, in 1968, the High 
Commission was moved to Islamabad after it 
was declared as the new capital city. Pakistan 
became a supporter to the Federation of Ma-
laysia and refused to accept the non-inclusion 
of Brunei and the leasing of Singapore from 
the Malaysian Federation. Pakistan only 

established relations with those countries 
when Malaysia had done so.

On 2 October 2005, Malaysian Prime 
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi held 
out assurance to Pakistani Prime Minister 
Shaukat Aziz during an hour-long meeting 
that Malaysia will support Pakistan’s bid for 
a full dialogue partner of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations  (ASEAN). Fol-
lowing this, two Honorary Consulates were 
established in Karachi in 1977 and later in 
Lahore in 1993. Recognising the importance 
of Pakistan and Malaysia relations since 1957, 
the Consulate General of Malaysia in Karachi 
was instituted in 2004 that is led by a Consul 
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General.
On 21 November 2018, Malaysia and Pa-

kistan agreed to establish bilateral consulta-
tions between the two senior officials of their 
Foreign Affairs ministry as the mechanism to 
intensify engagements between both sides. 
On 25 February 2019, the inaugural session 
of bilateral consultations between Malaysia 
and Pakistan was held in Islamabad. The 
Pakistan side was led by Foreign Secretary 
Tehmina Janjua while Secretary General 
of Malaysian Foreign Affairs Ministry Mu-
hammad Shahrul Ikram Yaakob headed the 
Malaysian side. Detailed discussions were 
held on regional and global issues includ-
ing the situation in Afghanistan, Kashmir 
and Palestine with the two sides reaffirmed 
their resolve to promote closer co-operation 
between them.                    

Mahathir Mohamad is one of the few   in-
ternational leaders whom Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf chairman Imran Khan has always 
admired.  Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Turkish 
President; Brazil’s Lula da Silva; and Lee 
Kuan Yew of Singapore were the other lead-
ers he said looked up.

His eloquence, breathtaking knowledge of 
global affairs, and stubborn commitment 
to perfection secured him a spot in the 
pantheon of the great men of history. Some 
see him as the modern embodiment of Plato’s 
philosopher-king. But the Singaporean 
leader never had the chance to test his skills 
at ruling a conventional country with its own 
complex rural-urban dynamics. Mahathir 
ruled over a mid-sized country and, over two 
decades of his rule steered Malaysia, long 
torn by urban-rural and ethnic tensions, 
towards a modicum of industrialisation and 
upper-middle-income prosperity.

Politically, Mahathir, at the age of 92, 
played an unlikely yet momentous role – as 
the harbinger of the democratic transforma-
tion of Malaysia. In direct contrast to his 
authoritarian past, this year saw Mahathir 
leading a democratic opposition to power 
for the first time in the country’s history. 
Instead of perpetuating himself or his family 
in power, Mahathir is focused on stabilising 
the process of regime change and holding 
the Najib administration accountable for its 
widespread corruption.

Geopolitically, Mahathir is now the leading 
voice against the new colonialism of China, 
cancelling up to $40 billion in Chinese 
investment projects due to concerns over 
corruption, lack of economic viability, and 
exclusion of Malaysian labour and compa-
nies. Meanwhile, he is also standing up to 
Western hegemony and Donald Trump’s 
Islamophobic rhetoric and policies. 

In this sense, Mahathir represents the true 
spirit of an independent foreign policy. At 
once and at last, Mahathir may have become 
both the voice of freedom for his nation as 
well as of collective autonomy for smaller 
countries squeezed between the imperialism 
of the West and the East.

In November last, Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
vocally said that he believed Malaysia and Pa-
kistan shared remarkable similarities in the 
sense that both nations are now led by new 
governments mandated by the people. He 
said that while both countries also inherited 
similar problems in many areas from their 

previous administrations, they also shared 
a similar vision in their desire to eradicate 
corruption and address economic issues in 
order to develop their countries further.

“Now is the time for us to move together. 
I believe in the importance of cooperation 
that is based on mutual respect; successful 
and dynamic relations between Malaysia 
and Pakistan would contribute to our own 
prosperity and stability.

I’m happy to see that the new Pakistani 
government, under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, is steering Pakistan 
towards progress and a corruption-free 
country. Historic reforms have been carried 
out under his leadership that have made Pa-
kistan more open and competitive. Together, 
we can realise out combined potentials and 
achieve better lives for our people, he said 
during an official luncheon hosted by the 
prime minister for his Pakistani counterpart 
at Seri Perdana.

Dr Mahathir also said both leaders were 
able to discuss many areas of bilateral 
cooperation and take stock of the progress 
in political and economic matters. With 
our economic cooperation showing positive 
growth, I believe there is more that could be 
done for our bilateral trade to grow. I would 
also like acknowledge the opportunities and 
confidence given by the prime minister to a 
number of Malaysian companies currently 
involved in various projects in Pakistan. 
I hope more Malaysian companies will be 
given the opportunity to be more involved in 
Pakistan’s economy.

As anticipated that visit of Malaysian Prime 
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohammad would to 
herald new vistas of economic cooperation; 
this has happened as much true because 
Pakistan and Malaysia sign MoUs for five 
major projects. Pakistan and Malaysia 
signed memorandums of understanding for 
cooperation in five major projects in the car 
assembly, meat, telecom and stone sectors. 
Malaysia has invited Pakistan to participate 
in a defence exhibition where Pakistan will 
showcase its JF17-Thunder the fighter jet 
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it indigenously developed in collaboration 
with China. Malaysia has also expressed an 
interest in purchasing rice and halal meat 
from Pakistan. Pakistan will soon implement 
an agreement to export anti-tank missiles 
to Malaysia. Both countries have agreed to 
open branches of their banks in each other’s 
countries, he said. The finance minister 
added that Pakistan will capitalize on the 
Malaysian experience in the tourism industry.

Malaysia has shown keen interest in 

procuring JF-17 Thunder fighter planes and 
anti-tank missiles from Pakistan. The visit-
ing delegation sought participation of JF-17 
Thunder aircraft in a defence fair to be held 
in Malaysia in the near future. Both sides 
agreed on business and investment worth 
hundreds of millions of dollars in diverse 
fields. Malaysia would import Halal meat 
and rice from Pakistan, while the two sides 
also agreed to open branches of their banks 
in the two countries. Pakistan expects invest-
ments of $900 million during the Malaysian 
prime minister’s visit. The investments would 
come in different sectors of the economy 
including telecoms, information technology 
and food and Pakistan and Malaysia would 
be interested in promoting business to busi-
ness relations and would also strengthen 
ties between their private sectors for tapping 
investment opportunities.

It is officially stated that Mahathir Mo-
hamad, paid a state visit to Pakistan on the 
invitation of Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
accompanied by a high-level delegation in-
cluding several leading businessmen. He was 
accorded a ceremonial welcome at the Prime 
Minister House. Both Prime Ministers held 
delegation level talks. In view of the grow-
ing momentum of bilateral cooperation it 
was agreed to elevate the Pakistan-Malaysia 
relationship to a Strategic partnership.

Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir Mo-
hamad stressed the need for converting 
friendship between the two counties into 
cooperation. Both sides agreed that dialogue 
was the only way to ensure peace and stabil-
ity in the region and to resolve outstanding 
issues. Both sides expressed deep concern 
at the growing wave of Islamophobia and 
condemned the atrocities and human rights 
violations being committed against Muslims 
around the world. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan briefed Prime Minister Mahathir on 
the gross human rights violations in IOK 
and the importance of the resolution of the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute in accordance 
with UN Security Council resolutions and 
wishes of the Kashmiri people. 

The two sides exchanged official Notes 
regarding ratification of the Agreement on 

Partial Abolition of Visa Requirement for 
Diplomatic and Official Passport holders, 
recently signed between the two countries. 
The two Prime Ministers addressed a Round 
Table Business Forum, which was attended 
by a large number of Malaysian and Paki-
stani Business leaders. Flagship Malaysian 
companies Proton and Edotco, in automobile 
and telecom sectors respectively, announced 
their investment agreements during the 
Business Forum. The two Prime Ministers 
witnessed the ground-breaking ceremony 
of Proton Automobile Industry in Pakistan 
and signing of three important Agreements/
MOUs between Edotco and Pakistan Mobile 
Telecommunication companies.

Dr Mahathir called on Dr. Arif Alvi, Presi-
dent of Pakistan. The two leaders exchanged 
a wide range of views of mutual interest. 
President of Pakistan conferred Pakistan’s 
highest civil award ‘Nishan-e-Pakistan’ Dr. 
Mahathir in recognition of his leadership, 
role for the Islamic world and work towards 
strengthening Pakistan-Malaysia bilateral re-
lations in all fields. The President of Pakistan 
also hosted a state banquet for the visiting 
Prime Minister at the ‘Aiwan-e-Sadr’.

Prime Minister Tun Dr.Mahathir Mohamad 
was the Guest of Honour at the Pakistan Day 
Parade on 23rd March. It has been a great 
honour for people of Pakistan to have one of 
the most admired leader of the Islamic world 
to celebrate with them the national day of 
Pakistan. The visit of Prime Minister Tun Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad provided an opportunity 
to further cement and elevate strategic rela-
tionship between the two countries.

The communiqué issued on the conclusion 
of visit Dr. Mahathir Mohamad and Prime 

Mahathir, Imran witness 
groundbreaking for Proton 
plant in Pakistan
Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan witnessed 
the symbolic groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Malaysian national carmaker 
Proton’s manufacturing assembly plant 
in the country. The assembly plant will be 
built near Karachi, Sindh province and it 
will be the first Proton’s plant in the South 
Asian region. Both prime ministers also 
witnessed the signing of agreements/
memorandums of understanding between 
Malaysian and Pakistani companies.

They signing involved Edotco Towers 
Pakistan Pvt. Limited with Pakistan Mobile 
Communication Limited & Deodar Pvt. 
Ltd; Edotco Towers Pakistan Pvt. Limited 
with Telenor Pakistan Limited; and Edotco 
Towers Pakistan Pvt. Limited with CMPAK 

Limited (Zong).
edotco Group chairman Datuk Azzat Ka-

maludin said “Pakistan and Malaysia have 
shared a healthy bilateral relationship and 
our continued investment reaffirms not 
just Malaysia’s commitment to strengthen-
ing these ties but also edotco’s.

edotco would like to lead the way of 
future investments by investing not only 
in developing the telecommunication infra-
structure landscape but also in developing 
the skills and expertise of the people here 
who are a part of our local operations. 
More than just an infrastructure provider, 
at edotco we push boundaries, reshaping 
businesses and communities in which we 
are present, he said in statement.

Politically, Mahathir, at the 
age of 92, played an unlikely 
yet momentous role – as the 
harbinger of the democratic 
transformation of Malaysia
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Minister Imran Khan held a restricted 
meeting and both leaders held fruitful and 
in-depth discussions, which took place in a 
warm and cordial atmosphere. The discus-
sion covered a wide range of bilateral, re-
gional and international issues of mutual in-
terests. Both sides took note of the exchange 
of notes and the ratification of the MoU on 
the Partial Abolition of Visa Requirement 
for Diplomatic and Official Passport holders, 
signed between the two countries during visit 
of Prime Minister Imran Khan from 20-21 
November 2018.

The two Leaders took note that the 1st 
Bilateral Consultations between the Foreign 
Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Pakistan and the Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia, as 
a mechanism to intensify the engagements 
between both sides, was successfully held on 
25 February 2019 in Islamabad, Pakistan. 
The 1st Bilateral Consultations between 
both countries had covered various issues of 
mutual concerns such as debt management 
and anti-corruption, defence cooperation, 
labour matters, consular matters, as well as, 
regional and international dynamics.

Both Leaders acknowledged the successful 
convening of the 13th Joint Committee on 
Defence Cooperation (JCDC) which was held 
from 26-27 February 2019 in Kuala Lumpur. 
Malaysia invited Pakistan to participate in 
the upcoming Langkawi International Mari-
time and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA) from 
26-30 March 2019.  Dr. Mahathir Mohamad 
expressed his sincere appreciation to the 
President of Pakistan, His Excellency Dr. 
ArifAlwi for hosting a State Banquet and 
bestowing him with the Nishan-e-Pakistan 
(Order of Pakistan), Pakistan’s highest civil 
award.

Both Leaders agreed that the existing rela-
tions between Pakistan-Malaysiabe elevated 
to a Strategic Partnership. It marked a new 
level of the bilateral cooperation between 
both countries in various fields, namely trade 
in palm oil, agricultural products, food retail, 
halal products, automotive parts, energy, sci-
ence and technology, and telecommunication 
investment. This new level of partnership 
will entail further engagement and enhance 
cooperation between the two countries. 
Both sides reaffirmed their shared desire to 
maintain close high-level contacts, deepen 
friendly exchanges of visits and cooperation 
in all fields, as well as, to actively promote 
Pakistan-Malaysia relations.

In landmark cooperation in the automotive 
industry between Pakistan-Malaysia, both 
the premiers jointly officiated the Symbolic 
Ground-Breaking Ceremony of PROTON 
plant in Islamabad, Pakistan which will boost 
the manufacturing and services industry 
for both countries. Pakistan and Malaysia 
reaffirmed the importance of the cooperation 
between the private sectors of both countries. 
Both Leaders witnessed the signing of Agree-
ment and Memorandum of Understanding 

in the field of investment and cooperation, 
particularly in the telecommunication sector. 
They also acknowledged that this investment 
would serves to promote and strengthen the 
economic ties between both countries.

Both Leaders underpinned their shared 
desire to strengthen bilateral economic ties, 
expand trade and investment, to create fa-
vourable conditions for commerce and busi-
ness in both countries. Malaysia expressed 
hope that Pakistan would continue to import 

more Malaysian palm oil and palm oil-based 
products, as well as, remove any non-tariff 
barriers on Malaysian goods and products.

Both sides reaffirmed the Malaysia-Pakistan 
Closer Economic Partnership Agreement 
(MPCEPA) signed on 8 November 2007 
and welcomed the growing momentum 
in the bilateral economic relations. They 
stressed on the need to convene the next 
MPCEPA Joint Committee Meeting as soon 
as possible. Malaysia took note of the mas-
sive counter-terrorism efforts that Pakistan 
has successfully undertaken in an effort 
to eliminate terrorism. The two Leaders 
agreed on the need to enhance educational 
ties particularly in the institutions of higher 
learning, technical and vocational training 
between Malaysia and Pakistan. They agreed 
that close cooperation in higher education 
and vocational training are critical elements 
to the next phase of relationship.

Tourism and youth exchanges have also 
been identified as key drivers in promot-
ing greater people-to-people contact and 

sustainable socio-economic growth, and in 
fostering mutual understanding between the 
two countries. Both Leaders noted the grow-
ing momentum for halal products among 
consumers worldwide. Prime Minister 
Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad conveyed his 
readiness to share Malaysia’s experience and 
expertise in the halal industry with Pakistan.

As two peace-loving Islamic nations, the two 
Leaders agreed to increase their collaborative 
efforts to uphold the true values of Islam in 
international fora while strengthening the 
solidarity of the Muslim Ummah. Both sides 
reaffirmed their commitments to collaborate 
more closely on issues affecting the Muslim 
world including taking joint efforts in un-
derscoring Muslim sensitivities that target 
Muslim holy personalities and religious belief. 
Both stressed that terrorism cannot be associ-
ated with any religion or belief.

Both Leaders exchanged views on the situ-
ation in Palestine and in the Rakhine State, 
Myanmar involving Rohingya Muslims. On 
the Palestinian issue, both countries agreed 
to contribute positively in other forums, 
especially in the OIC Committee of Six on 
Palestine, of which Malaysia and Pakistan 
are members. Prime Minister Imran Khan 
briefed Prime Minister Tun Dr. Mahathir on 
the grave human rights situation in Kashmir 
and in this regard referred to the Reports 
of UNOHCHR, Amnesty International, In-
ternational People’s Tribunal and All Parties 
Parliamentary Kashmir Group, UK. He also 
discussed the role of OIC Contact Group on 
Kashmir to highlight the issue.

Prime Minister Tun. Dr. Mahathir Mo-
hamad expressed deep appreciation and 
gratitude to Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and the people of Pakistan for their warm 
welcome and generous hospitality extended 
during their stay in Pakistan.

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 

and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’

Malaysia has shown keen 
interest in procuring JF-17 
Thunder fighter planes 
and anti-tank missiles 
from Pakistan
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Erum Akbar

Spotlight

Despite continuous drastic 
changes on global economic 
and strategic canvas, deep 
rooted friendship between Pa-
kistan and China is strength-

ening with the passage each day. Both the 
countries are getting closer and closer despite 
hostile propaganda and changing geopolitical 
regional and international situation. Both 
time tested allies are cementing their bilateral 

cooperation in diverse sectors without paying 
heed to negative and malicious propagation 
by some regional and international players.  

Both the countries held China-Pakistan 
Strategic Dialogue in Beijing and reaffirmed 
commitment to build closer community of 
Shared Future in new Era. Pakistan and 
China have reaffirmed their time-tested and 
All-Weather Strategic Cooperative Partner-
ship and agreed to maintain regular two-way 
high-level political and official exchanges.  
The Dialogue was co-chaired by State Coun-
cilor and Minister of Foreign Affairs Wang Yi 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Makhdoom 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi for Pakistan. 

The two sides undertook in-depth discus-
sions on all aspects of bilateral relations, 

China-Pakistan 
Strategic Dialogue
Building closer community of Shared Future in new Era

Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi stressed on the need 
for de-escalation of 
tensions in South Asia 
and underlined the 
necessity to resolve all 
outstanding disputes 
through dialogue and 
peaceful means
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regional and international issues.  They also 
expressed commitment to translate the vision 
of the leadership to build a closer China-
Pakistan community of Shared Future in the 
new Era.  They underlined that state sover-
eignty and territorial integrity are cardinal 
principles of UN Charter and international 
law. 

It was noted that China and Pakistan are 
celebrating 2019 as the year of sister-cities 
exchanges. 

The Chinese side highly appreciated Pa-
kistan’s commitment and efforts to counter 
terrorism. 

The two Foreign Ministers discussed the 
situation in Afghanistan and reiterated sup-
port for Afghan-owned Afghan-led inclusive 
peace process.

Both the sides vowed to protect the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor from all kinds 
of threats, according to a press release issued 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. During the 
dialogue, the two sides undertook in-depth 
discussions on all aspects of bilateral rela-
tions, including China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, trade, investment and economic 
cooperation, people-to-people contacts and 
regional and international issue. The two for-
eign ministers reaffirmed the commitment to 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and 
agreed to ensure the smooth implementation 
of CPEC projects, in particular, its special 
economic zones. While rejecting the negative 
propaganda against CPEC, they expressed a 
strong resolve to safeguard CPEC from all 
kinds of threats.

The two counterparts reaffirmed the time-
tested and all-weather strategic cooperative 
partnership between the two countries 
and agreed to maintain regular two-way 
high-level political and official exchanges. 
According to the handout, the two sides also 
expressed commitment to translate the vision 
of the leadership to build a closer China-
Pakistan community of [a] shared future 
in the new era. The two foreign ministers, 
on behalf of their states, reaffirmed support 
for one another on all core issues of national 
interest, highlighting the importance of state 
sovereignty and territorial integrity which are 
the cardinal principles of UN Charter and 
international law.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi stressed on the 
need for de-escalation of tensions in South 
Asia and underlined the necessity to resolve 
all outstanding disputes through dialogue 
and peaceful means. It was also agreed upon 
to strengthen people-to-people contacts, cul-
tural cooperation and tourism, the statement 
noted adding that China and Pakistan are 
celebrating 2019 as the year of sister-cities 
exchanges. The two sides agreed to enhance 
cooperation against terrorism by strength-
ening communication and coordination in 
relevant fields. China highly appreciated 
Pakistan’s commitment and efforts towards 
combatting terrorism. Foreign Minister 
Qureshi expressed gratitude, in return, for 

China’s continued support in Pakistan’s ef-
forts.

The two ministers also discussed the cur-
rent situation in Afghanistan and expressed 
support for the ongoing efforts for peace and 
reconciliation in the region. Both sides reiter-
ated support for Afghan-owned Afghan-led 
inclusive peace process and called on all 
stakeholders in Afghanistan to become part 
of an intra-Afghan dialogue. They also urged 
all sides to show flexibility to find a durable 
solution to the Afghan conflict. The two sides 
agreed to continue their mutual collaboration 
at the regional multilateral and international 
forums. They expressed their support for 
consensus-based reform of the United Na-
tions so that it responds to the interests and 
concerns of all Member States.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
who also met Chinese Vice President Wang 
Qishan, conveyed the government’s resolve 
towards ensuring the smooth implementa-
tion of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) projects. During the meeting, 
Qureshi conveyed Prime Minister Imran 

Khan’s felicitations to the Chinese vice presi-
dent and conveyed the premier’s eagerness 
to attend the second Belt and Road Forum 
in China next month. Vice President Qishan, 
in turn, expressed satisfaction at the upward 
trajectory of bilateral ties between the two 
countries, a Foreign Office press release 
stated.

The foreign minister also briefed the vice 
president on recent developments in the 
region and thanked China for playing an im-
portant role in the easing of tensions between 
Pakistan and India. Qureshi and Qishan also 
discussed progress on CPEC, with both sides 
agreeing that the smooth implementation of 
the corridor will greatly contribute to socio-
economic development of Pakistan.

They expressed commitment to translate 
the vision of the leadership to build a closer 
China-Pakistan community of shared future 
in the new era. The two sides reaffirmed sup-
port to each other on all core issues of their 
national interest. They underlined that state 
sovereignty and territorial integrity are the 
cardinal principles of UN Charter and the 

PPP delegation led by Senator Sherry Rehman 
is also in the city

Meanwhile, a PPP delegation led by the parliamentary leader of the party in the Senate, Sherry 
Rehman, has also reached Beijing to support the consultation over CPEC. The delegation held 
a meeting with Guo Yezhou, vice-minister of the International Department of the CPC (IDCPC) 
central committee at the IDCPC on Monday. Mr Guo welcomed the delegation and stated that 
“the PPP has been an important force in Pakistan’s politics. Since it was launched by Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto, the party has made a great contribution to the development of China-Pakistan friendship 
at different historical stages. The CPC is confident that in the new era, a friendship of two parties 
will further enhance and strengthen”.

Ms Rehman thanked Mr Guo for organising the multi-party constitution and said, “We are 
very appreciative of the CPC’s efforts and outreach to the people of Pakistan, and are in the 
frontlines for creating and collaborating in the great CPEC venture that is President Xi Jinping’s 
dream. President Zardari’s vision to give Gwadar port to China led to momentum on building a 
collaborative platform like CPEC. I also bring warm wishes from PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, son of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, who as you all know curated this relationship as a pillar 
of policy. For the PPP and Pakistan, a strong relationship with the CPC and the Peoples’ Republic 
of China is the cornerstone of our policy. […] We recognise that China has been our iron brother 
through good and bad times. We have important lessons to learn from all that China has done 
in last three decades. It has, for instance, taken 700 million people out of poverty and we would 
like to achieve similar goals. The PPP has always attempted to build consensus on national goals 
and we are committed to transforming Pakistan’s growth and job trajectory. For that purpose, 
we stand strongly behind CPEC.

“Eight per cent of our GDP can grow if we are able to consolidate gains from this opportunity. 
We are looking forward to building consensus and infrastructure that will enable investors and 
bring some green energy initiatives of the Chinese government to Pakistan.”

Ms Rehman added that “We would like to see three important aspects in CPEC, firstly; job 
creation for locals with skill training, secondly, sharing best practices on the greening of our 
technology and energy projects, and thirdly, we would like assistance in agriculture growth, 
energy, infrastructure, the digital economy and generating momentum on job-creation. […] We 
look forward to an endeavouring and stable relationship and seek to enhance Pakistan-China 
ties as well as the PPP-CPC bilateral relationship. We clearly understand the obvious benefits 
and massive opportunities that CPEC represents for the people of Pakistan.”

On behalf of the PPP and former president Asif Ali Zardari, Sherry Rehman also invited Guo, 
vice minister IDCPC, to visit Sindh and Pakistan. The six-member PPP delegation led by Ms 
Rehman has travelled to China on the invitation of the CPC. Members of the delegation include 
Syed Naveed Qamar, Qamar Zaman Kaira, Senator Rubina Khalid, Faisal Karim Kundi and MPA 
Taimur Talpur.
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international law.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi called for 

de-escalation of tensions in South Asia 
and underlined the need for dialogue and 
peaceful means to resolve all outstanding 
disputes. The two sides also agreed to further 
intensify cooperation with regular meetings 
of all bilateral mechanisms to take forward 
practical cooperation in respective fields.

They agreed to strengthen people-to-people 
contacts, cultural cooperation and tourism. 
It was noted that China and Pakistan are 
celebrating 2019 as the year of sister-cities 
exchanges. The two foreign ministers reaf-
firmed the commitment to China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor and agreed to continue 
the smooth implementation of CPEC pro-
jects, especially its Special Economic Zones. 
While rejecting the negative propaganda 
against CPEC, they expressed a strong resolve 
to safeguard the initiative from all kinds of 
threats. The two sides agreed to enhance co-
operation against terrorism by strengthening 
communication and coordination in relevant 
fields. The Chinese side highly appreciated 
Pakistan’s commitment and efforts to counter 
terrorism.

The two foreign ministers discussed the 
situation in Afghanistan and expressed sup-
port for the ongoing efforts for peace and 
reconciliation. Both sides reiterated support 

for Afghan-owned and Afghan-led inclusive 
peace process and called on all stakeholders 
in Afghanistan to become part of an intra-
Afghan dialogue.

They also urged all sides to show flexibil-
ity to find a durable solution to the Afghan 
conflict. The two sides agreed to continue 

their mutual collaboration at the regional 
multilateral and international forums. They 
expressed their support for consensus-based 
reform of the United Nations so that it 
responds to the interests and concerns of all 
member states. Separately, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi called on Chinese 
Vice President Wang Qishan and briefed him 
on the progress in development of CPEC. 
Qureshi said Prime Minister Imran Khan 
was looking forward to visit them during the 
next month to attend the 2nd Belt and Road 
Forum.

Earlier, Foreign Minis ter Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi reached Beijing on a three-day visit 
to attend the first Pakistan-China Foreign 
Ministers’ strategic dialogue. He was received 
at Beijing airport by the Chinese ambassador 
to Pakistan, Yao Jing, Pakistan’s ambassador 
to China Masood Khalid, and senior officials 
of the embassy.

Foreign Ministry stated that during 
Qureshi’s visit, both sides would hold com-
prehensive discussions on a range of bilateral 
relations, including the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC). Both sides will also 
discuss the regional situation and coopera-
tion at multilateral fora. The foreign minister 
addressed Political Parties’ Forum on CPEC 
and participates in the ruling party’s dialogue 
between the PTI and the Communist Party of 

Strong friendship between 
Pakistan and China 
was based on strategic 
cooperation, start of the 
second CPEC phase will 
usher a new era of socio-
economic development in 
this country
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi
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China (CPC). He will also call on top Chinese 
leadership.

Later, while addressing Chinese scholars, 
Qureshi said that the strong friendship 
between Pakistan and China was based on 
strategic cooperation, adding that the start 
of the second CPEC phase will usher a new 
era of socio-economic development in this 
country. Stating that Pakistan wants peace 
in the region and good relations with all its 
neighbours in South Asia, including India, 
he reiterated that Islamabad wants to resolve 
issues with Delhi through dialogue.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
said that Pakistan and China’s strong friend-
ship is based on strategic cooperation. He was 
speaking at China Institute for International 
Strategic Studies (CIISS) in Beijing after 
arriving there for a three-day trip to attend 
the first Pakistan-China foreign ministers 
strategic dialogue. Qureshi said that the 
start of the second phase of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) will initiate a 
new era of socio-economic development in 
Pakistan. He said that Pakistan wants peace 
in the region and desires good relations with 
all its neighbours in South Asia, including 
India. He reiterated that Pakistan wants 
to resolve all its issues with India through 
dialogue.

Prior to Strategic Dialogue, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said that the strategic dialogue will 
be co-chaired by Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi and China’s State 
Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi. 
Giving the details in a routine presser, the 
spokesperson said the two sides will exchange 
views on China-Pakistan relations and in-
ternational and regional issues of common 
concern. He pointed out that India-Pakistan 
relations and regional situation recently 
remained very tense and hoped that the 
two sides will touch this issue as well in the 
dialogue.

What I want to say here is that as a friendly 
neighbour of India and Pakistan, China ac-
tively promotes peace and promotes talks and 
has played a constructive role in easing ten-
sions in future, he said. The Chinese side will 
continue to encourage India and Pakistan to 
move in the same direction, resolve differ-
ences through dialogue and jointly safeguard 
regional peace and stability, he added.

While commenting on the first meeting 
between officials of India and Pakistan to 
discuss Kartarpur corridor, he welcomed the 
latest interaction between the two countries 
and hoped that the progress will help further 
normalize India-Pakistan relations and the 
regional situation. “India and Pakistan are 
neighbours who cannot geographically change 
the place. It is in fundamental interest of both 
the sides that they live in harmony with each 
other … this is also a common expectation of 
the international community, he added.

The spokesperson also hoped that the two 
sides will continue to demonstrate goodwill 
and move in the right direction to resolve 

differences through dialogue, improve rela-
tions and jointly safeguard regional peace 
and stability. Responding to a question, he 
said he cannot predict which specific issues 
will be discussed in the strategic dialogue 
between the foreign ministers of China and 
Pakistan. “But as I said earlier, the dialogue 
will definitely involve China-Pakistan bilat-
eral relations and international and regional 
issues of common concern, he added.

To a question about the issue of listing of 
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Azhar Masood, 
he said the position of the Chinese side is 

already very clear and I will not repeat it 
here. He emphasized that China will con-
tinue to handle this matter in a constructive 
and responsible manner and maintain close 
communication with all the relevant parties, 
including India and Pakistan.

Later Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi expressed satisfaction over the 
deliberations in the first Strategic Dialogue 
between Pakistan and China. According to 
details, Shah Mehmood called on Director 
of the Central Foreign Affairs Commission 
Office of the Communist Party of China 
Yang Jiechi in Beijing. During his meeting 
with the Chinese leader, Qureshi reflected on 
completing convergence of views on issues of 
mutual interest.

Moreover, FM Qureshi reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) project saying 
that the mega project is contributing to the 
country’s economic development. Yang Jiechi 
said that Pakistan-China relationship was 
time-tested and an example in inter-state 
relations. He added that CPEC has injected a 
fresh impetus to bilateral economic coopera-
tion.

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR)

Pakistan-China reaffirmed 
support to each other 
on all core issues of their 
national interest. They 
underlined that state 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity are the cardinal 
principles of UN Charter 
and the international law
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Unresolved trade 
dispute tantamount 
to inflation & 
unemployment

MOHAMMAD ARSHAD

Ongoing trade tariff dispute 
between the European Union 
and the United States is posing 
serious threats to bilateral rela-
tions between both the sides 

as both have been key allies to each other 
for decades. Some experts also term tariff 
dispute as serious concern for global eco-
nomic growth because unresolved trade tariff 
dispute may further slowdown the manufac-
turing sectors of both the sides tantamount 
to more unemployment and inflation due to 
closure of manufacturing units.

As per latest development, President Trump 
has said that the US will not do a deal with 
the European Union to remove tariffs on car 
imports, preferring to force the Europeans to 

build 
their  heavy 
vehicles in the United 
States. We lost over the 
course of the last five, six seven 
years $150 billion a year with the 
European Union. They tax us tremendously, 
Trump said in an apparent reference to Euro-
pean car imports. Trump said he already had 
been offered a deal by the EU to eliminate 
tariffs on all car imports, but he had rejected 
that proposal.

The United States currently imposes a 25% 
import tariff on light trucks, which includes 
SUVs, the most popular segment of the US 
auto industry. Trump ordered the Commerce 
Department to begin an investigation to de-
termine whether auto imports were a threat 
to national security with a view toward impos-
ing more tariffs on car imports. The Commerce 

De-

part-
m e n t  i n - vestigation 

was given to the White House last 
month and the president has 90 days to 
decide whether to go ahead with more tariffs.

In response European Commission said EU 
would hit 20 billion euros ($22.7 billion) of 
US products should Trump impose duties 
on European automotive goods on the same 
national-security grounds that he invoked 
last year to tax foreign steel and aluminum. 
Caterpillar trucks, Xerox machines and 
Samsonite luggage are among US goods that 
would face retaliatory European Union tariffs 
should Trump follow through on a threat to 
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impose automotive duties against the bloc, 
according to a senior EU official.

Factually, the United States and European 
Union (EU) are each other’s largest trade 
and investment partners. Their ties are deep, 
but some barriers to trade and investment 
remain. The trading relationship is largely 
harmonious, but frictions emerge periodically 
due to the high level of commercial activity 
and specific policy issues. US-EU trade and 
economic relations face heightened tension 
currently, amid the Trump Administration’s 
trade policy, which is focusing on unilat-
eral tariff measures under US trade law 
and taking a critical view of the US role in 
international economic cooperation.

Given US-EU historical joint leadership 
on global trade and economic issues, these 
developments could have implications for the 
rules-based international trading system, a 
foundation of the global economic order that 
has contributed to global economic growth 
and stability in the post-World War II era. 
United States goods and services trade with 
the European Union totaled nearly $1.1 tril-
lion in 2016.

Exports totaled $501 billion; Imports to-
taled $592 billion. The US goods and services 
trade deficit with the EU was $92 billion in 
2016. The US monthly international trade 
deficit increased in October 2018 according 
to the US. The deficit increased from $54.6 
billion in September (revised) to $55.5 billion 
in October, as exports decreased and imports 
increased.

In 2017, the total US trade deficit was $566 
billion. It imported $2.895 trillion of goods 
and services while exporting $2.329 trillion. 
The deficit is higher than in 2013 when it was 
$478 billion. One reason is that the dollar 
strengthened 28 percent between 2014 and 
2016.

Imports are goods and services bought by 
a country’s residents but made in a foreign 
country. ... When exports are less than 
imports, it creates a trade deficit. Countries 
usually regard that as an unfavorable trade 
balance. But sometimes a favorable trade 
balance, or surplus, is not in the country’s 
best interests.

The most important cause of the increased 
US trade deficit was the sharp rise in the 
value of the dollar, which caused the prices 
of US goods to rise compared to the prices 
of foreign goods; the strong US economic 
recovery caused US consumption of goods, 
including imports, to rise. The US trade 
deficit added up to almost $503 billion in the 
first 10 months of 2018. That compared to 
about $451 billion in the same span in 2017. 
The last time the U.S. trade deficit was higher 
was in 2008, when it topped $700 billion as 
per statistics in December 2018

The European Union narrowly avoided a 
bruising economic war with the US in 2018 
by vowing to rebalance trade. In 2019, the 
EU faces headwinds to fulfilling its promise 
and satisfying President Trump’s demands. 

EU and US negotiators missed a self-imposed 
November deadline to deliver quick results 
on removing nontariff barriers. Their talks 
on a broader free-trade deal appear. 

President Trump prioritizes reducing US 
bilateral trade deficits as a major trade policy 
objective. He blames EU trade policies for 
the US deficit with the EU $101 overall 
billion deficit in 2017, as the goods deficit 
($153 billion) outweighed the surplus ($51 
billion). He is also particularly critical of 
Germany’s massive [goods] trade surplus, 
which, at $64 billion, ranked as the fourth 
largest US bilateral goods trade deficit. EU 
leaders counter that the trade relationship 
is fair and mutually beneficial. The role of 
unfair trade practices as a driver of trade 
deficits is contested view.

Therefore, in June last year, the United 

States began applying tariffs of 25% and 10% 
on imports of certain steel and aluminum 
products, respectively, following an investiga-
tion into the potential threat to impair na-
tional security posed by these imports under 
Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 
1962. Some countries negotiated exceptions 
to the tariffs, but not the EU.

The US decision was preceded by consist-
ent US concerns, shared by the EU, about 
the negative impact of China’s excess steel 
capacity on market prices. Despite the US 
national security justification, the EU views 
the US tariffs to be inconsistent with World 
Trade Organization (WTO) rules on safe-
guard actions (measures to protect domestic 
industries from rising imports). The EU, 
which accounted for about one-fifth of US 
steel imports and less than one-tenth of US 
aluminum.

President Trump denounced European 
duties on American automobiles and said if 
they were not removed the US would hit back 
twice as hard. Based on the Tariffs and Trade 
Barriers long placed on the US and it great 
companies and workers by the European 
Union, if these Tariffs and Barriers are not 
soon broken down and removed, we will 

be placing a 20% Tariff on all of their cars 
coming into the US Build them here.

Since then the United States and Europe 
are now locked in an escalating trade 
dispute that began in March, when Trump 
announced his intention to impose massive 
steel and aluminum tariffs on the EU and 
other US allies. But the tariffs Trump is 
responding to actually predate the current 
trade dispute; the European Union already 
had a 10-percent tariff on auto imports from 
the United States, whereas the US charged 
much less for European auto imports.

Since Trump’s new metal tariffs went into 
effect weeks ago, however, the situation 
has spiraled downward. The move was 
unanimously denounced by the tariffs’ targets 
which included Canada and Mexico in ad-
dition to the EU and made for an awkward 
gathering at this month’s Group of Seven 
summit. That normally staid annual meeting 
ended this time in the American president 
retracting his endorsement of the attendees’ 
joint communique, and attacking Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and French 
President Emmanuel Macron over Twitter. 
Each country announced it would slap new 
charges on American imports.

In retaliation, EU adopted measures within 
the framework of World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) rules on dispute settlement. Rebal-
ancing duties worth €2.8bn came into effect 
on June 22nd. These are tariffs of 10% or 
25% on a range of US goods, and are the 
EU’s response to the US tariff on steel. A 
further €3.6bn worth of tariffs will be ap-
plied on June 1st 2021 or after a successful 
outcome of the WTO dispute settlement 
case (whichever is sooner) in response to the 
tariff on aluminium products and other steel 
products.

The EU also launched legal proceedings 
against the US, and an investigation into 
steel products to prevent trade diversion; 
the European Commission has nine months 
to decide whether to impose tariffs or quotas 
on imports of steel from all countries. The 
EU’s decision to retaliate was less about the 
economic impact of the steel and aluminium 
tariffs which account for less than 2% of total 
EU exports to the US—and more about de-
fending the rules-based international order 
against the US action, which the bloc has said 
contravenes international trade law. The EU 
is seeking to safeguard EU interests against 
what it has called pure protectionism.

The United States and Europe are now 
locked in an escalating trade dispute that 
began in March, when Trump announced 
his intention to impose massive steel and 
aluminum tariffs on the EU and other US 
allies. Each country announced it would slap 
new charges on American imports.

Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Maga-
zine’, and daily The Asian Telegraph

arshans21@yahoo.com
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Tackling Rising Islamophobia
Islamophic related terrorism requires world focus

Hadi Bandial

Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
has strongly condemned horren-
dous and despicable Islamophobic 
terrorists’ attacks in Christchurch, 
New Zealand. In a communiqué 

of emergency meeting of OIC Foreign Ministers, 
organization appreciated the Government of 
New Zealand for its unequivocal condemnation 
of the terrorist attacks, in particular the firm 
and clear stance of the Prime Minister of New 
Zealand, who embraced the Muslim community 
and shared their grief.

It supported the government of New Zealand 
in its commitment for a thorough and fully trans-
parent investigation into the terrorist attacks.

The communiqué expressed its deepest con-
dolences to the families of the innocent Muslim 
victims and the people and Government of New 
Zealand. It called upon all States to respect the 
freedom of religion of all Muslims including in 

particular not deny them the right to exercise 
their civil and cultural rights. It also firmly 
rejected all presumptions of guilt or attributions 
of potential crimes, extremism and terrorism to 
ordinary Muslims.

It called upon the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and the Human Rights Com-
missioner of the Council of Europe to establish 
an observatory to monitor acts of religious 
hatred, hostility and violence against Muslims 
and report to the relevant organs. It called on 
the United Nations and other international and 
regional organizations to adopt 15th of March 
as the International Day of Solidarity against 
Islamophobia. It also called upon the UN 
Secretary General to convene a special session 
of the UNGA to declare Islamophobia as a form 
of racism and to assign a special rapporteur for 
monitoring and combating Islamophobia.

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
Joint declaration of the emergency meeting of 
OIC Foreign Ministers in Istanbul is comprising 
four points from the Pakistan side. He said Paki-
stan had proposed to expand the definition and 
scope of terrorism, not confining it to Al-Qaeda 
and Daesh only. Rather, it should also encom-
pass the elements promoting Islamophobia.

The second point of Pakistan was to convene 

a special session of UN General Assembly on 
Islamophobia. Pakistan, had also suggested that 
OIC Secretary General play a role in removing 
hate material against Islam from social media 
platforms as it leads to extremism. And lastly, 
Pakistan demanded to appoint a special rap-
porteur to monitor the hatred against Islam and 
to propose suggestions for its eradication.

The term phobia is used to elaborate some 
peculiar type of anxiety disorder, defined by a 
persistent and excessive fear of an object or situ-
ation. The phobia typically results in a rapid onset 
of fear and is present for more than six months. 
The affected person goes to great lengths to avoid 
the situation or object, to a degree greater than 
the actual danger posed. If the feared object or 
situation cannot be avoided, the affected person 
experiences significant distress. With blood or 
injury phobia, fainting may occur. For instance, 
agoraphobia is often associated with panic at-
tacks. Usually a person has phobias to a number 
of objects or situations.

Phobias can be divided into specific phobias, 
social phobia, and agoraphobia. Types of specific 
phobias include those to certain animals, natural 
environment situations, blood or injury, and 
specific situations. The most common are fear 
of spiders, fear of snakes, and fear of heights. 
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Occasionally they are triggered by a negative 
experience with the object or situation. Social 
phobia is when the situation is feared as the 
person is worried about others judging them. 
Agoraphobia is when fear of a situation occurs 
because it is felt that escape would not be possible.

Islamophobia is the fear, hatred of, or prejudice 
against, the Islamic religion or Muslims gener-

ally, especially when seen as a geopolitical force 
or the source of terrorism. The term was first 
used in the early 20th century and it emerged 
as a neologism in the 1970s, then it became 
increasingly salient during the 1980s and 1990s, 
and it reached public policy prominence with the 
report by the Runnymede Trust’s Commission 
on British Muslims and Islamophobia (CBMI) 
entitled Islamophobia: A Challenge for Us 
All (1997). The introduction of the term was 
justified by the report’s assessment that anti-
Muslim prejudice has grown so considerably 

and so rapidly in 
recent years that 
a new item in 
the vocabulary is 
needed.

The causes and 
characteristics 
of Islamophobia 
are still debated. 
Some commen-
tators have pos-
ited an increase 
in Islamophobia 
resulting from 
the September 11 

attacks, the rise of Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant, some from multiple terror attacks in 
Europe and the United States, while others have 
associated it with the increased presence of Mus-
lims in the United States and in the European 
Union. Some people also question the valid-
ity of the term. Some academics maintain that 
Islamophobia is a response to the emergence 
of a distinct Muslim public identity globally, 

the presence of Muslims in itself not being an 
indicator of the degree of Islamophobia in a 
society. There are societies where virtually no 
Muslims live but many institutionalized forms 
of Islamophobia still exist in them.

Western media has also played main role in 
inflaming Islamophobia among the masses.

Studies show that coverage of the Muslim 

community across the 
globe is not only one-
dimensionally bleak; 
it is often riddled with 
conspiracy theories and 
factual inaccuracies. 
In the United States, 
80 percent of news 
coverage of Muslims is 
overwhelmingly nega-
tive, according a media research organization, 
with the majority of coverage depicting Islam 
and Muslims as sources of violence and malice. 
A 2018 study by the Institute for Social Policy 
and Understanding found that perpetrators 
of violence who were perceived to be Muslim 
received seven times more media coverage than 
their non-Muslim counterparts.

Press coverage of Muslims in the United King-
dom isn’t any better. A study by the University 
of Leeds found that 70 percent of news coverage 
of the Muslim community in Britain has been 
hostile. One British man took it upon himself to 
submit more than 14,000 complaints in 2016 
to a plethora of news organizations due to their 
inaccurate, biased or antagonistic reporting 
about Muslims. For years, media organizations 
such as Fox News have spewed anti-Muslim 
disinformation without consequence. The 
conservative network has repeatedly invited 
notorious anti-Muslim activists, like Pamela 
Geller, whom the Southern Poverty Law Center 
called the anti-Muslim movement’s most vis-
ible and flamboyant figurehead, and Frank 
Gaffney, who founded a neoconservative turned 
anti-Muslim think tank, for segments where 

they disseminated hatred and bigotry without 
interruption from the anchors.

To make matters worse, the anchors themselves 
have also engaged in similar rhetoric. Even, Fox 
News host Jeanine Pirro explicitly questioned 
Rep. Ilhan Omar’s (D–Minn.) loyalty as an 
American lawmaker simply because of her reli-
gious beliefs. On Fox & Friends, co-host Brian 
Kilmeade claimed in 2010 that all terrorists are 
Muslims. But the problem isn’t just with Fox 
News. Media organizations across the political 
spectrum have also indulged in similar narra-
tives. In 2015, CNN host Don Lemon asked guest 
Arsalan Iftikhar, a Muslim American human 
rights lawyer, if he supported ISIS, for no reason 
other than the fact that Iftikhar is a Muslim. After 
the San Bernardino shooting in 2015, journal-
ists from numerous national news networks 
swarmed the home of Syed Rizwan Farook 
and Tashfeen Malik, broadcasting close-ups of 
the items left behind. Those used for worship, 
which included a Quran, a Muslim prayer rug 
and prayer beads, were equated with the tools a 

terrorist might use in an attack.  
As per ‘European Islamophobia Report 2017’ 

report compiled by the Foundation for Political, 
Economic and Social Research (SETA), in 2017, 
some 546 anti-Muslim attacks took place in 
Spain. Hate crimes against Muslims and attacks 
on mosques almost doubled in London. In 
Poland alone 664 hate crimes were committed 
from January to October 2017. Fourteen percent 
of all Muslims in Norway were subjected to verbal 
or physical attacks and 25 percent of all Muslims 
living in Malta were harassed.

Just in Germany, the largest and most impor-
tant European county, almost 1,000 attacks were 
committed against Muslims and there were more 
than 100 attacks on mosques. Sixty percent of 
Muslim teachers think that they are subjected 
to discrimination. Besides Muslims, refugees are 
also subjected to attacks and discrimination. On 
average, 5.2 attacks are committed daily against 
refugees. Far-rightist extremists even attack the 
officials who help refugees.

Writer is the CEO of Mélange IT Solutions & 
The Asian Telegraph, an expert on Political 

Economy, & Director of Bandial Group

Just in Germany, the 
largest and most 
important European 
county, almost 
1,000 attacks were 
committed against 
Muslims and there 
were more than 100 
attacks on mosques
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Leyla

Kazakhstan had a capital city 
called Astana and a president 
called Nursultan. Now, it has a 
capital called Nursultan and a 
president called Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev. All this tells a story. That story is about 
change but continuity. And an embrace of the 
new but a staunch refusal to shed the legacy 
of the old. Kazakhstan became upper middle 
income country, by World Bank definition, be-
cause Nazarbayev carried out economic reforms 
and brought in Western #energy companies to 
develop challenging oil and gas deposits. 

Nazarbayev took the helm in Kazakhstan as 
its Communist Party chief of the republic in 
1989 when it was part of the Soviet Union, and 
he was first elected its president weeks before 
the 1991 Soviet collapse gave the country its 
independence. He has been widely praised for 
maintaining stability and ethnic peace in Ka-
zakhstan, a large, oil-rich nation south of Russia 
and west of China. Even though he has faced 
criticism for marginalizing the political opposi-
tion and creating what is effectively a one-party 
state, the political regime that Nazarbayev has 
built is more liberal than those in the de-facto 
dictatorships in the neighboring Central Asian 
countries.

The idea of changing the name of the capital 
in tribute to outgoing head of state Nursultan 
Nazarbayev was suggested on March 20 by 
Tokayev during an inauguration speech that 
dwelled heavily on the past.

Tokayev, 65, who has been rapidly eased 
into his new constitutionally mandated role 
from his last post as chairman of the Senate, 
spoke loftily of Nazarbayev as a nation-builder, 
steward of economic growth and the deliverer 
of Kazakhstan from Soviet totalitarianism. That 
last claim was a bold one to make in a nation 
where opposition to the government gets short 
shrift.

Nursultan Nazarbayev is the only leader 
Kazakhstan has ever known since its inde-
pendence and was its first president. Now, 
78-year-old Nursultan Nazarbayev has stepped 
down in a sudden announcement. But although 
Nazarbayev has ended his almost 30-year rule, 
he has not given up power. He is keeping the 
constitutional status of both leader of the nation 
and chief of the country’s security council.

Having ruled Kazakhstan with an authoritar-
ian grip since the 1980s, President Nursultan 
Nazarbaev shocked many when he unexpect-
edly announced his resignation on March 19. 
This year marks the 30th anniversary of my 
term as the supreme leader of our country, 
Nazarbaev said during a hastily arranged 
nationwide address. [But] I have made the 
difficult decision to resign as president of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan.

Nazarbaev is credited by many with turning 
Kazakhstan the world’s ninth largest country 
into an energy powerhouse during his long 
reign, but strongly criticized for trampling 

upon democratic norms and freedoms while 
brutally suppressing all opposition to his rule. 
My generation and I have done everything we 
could for the country, he said in the TV address. 
The results are well known to you. Though 
leaving the presidential post, Nazarbaev will 
retain many other influential positions in the 
Kazakh government, leaving many to wonder 
if he’s really giving up power.

Nazarbaev, 78, will continue to head Kazakh-
stan’s powerful Security Council, the ruling 
Nur Otan political party that he founded, and 
the country’s Constitutional Council. The last 
Soviet-era president to leave office, Nazarbaev 
noted during his announcement that he was 
also granted the lifetime status of Elbasy, or 
leader of the nation, by parliament in 2010.

 He will remain a central political figure until 
the end of his days. His cult is likely to live for 
decades as well, with future leaders building 
their legitimacy on the notion they continue 
building on the legacy of Nazarbaev. And his 
position as head of the Security Council, which 
he noted in his resignation address has serious 
authority, will allow him to control the country’s 
foreign policy.

Nazarbaev’s resignation comes just two days 
before Norouz, the springtime new year’s holi-
day that is celebrated in many predominantly 
Muslim countries. The timing could be seen 

Kazakhstan
Exemplary peaceful transition of Power
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by many as symbolic of a new beginning and 
give people in Kazakhstan time over the holiday 
to discuss and digest the big political change 
taking place in their country. It was both long 
anticipated and an abrupt change at the same 
time. Nazarbaev has been considering various 
options for power transition and has chosen 
one that will allow him to oversee the succession 
process and normalize the idea that Kazakhstan 
can also be ruled by a leader other than himself.

Nazarbaev signaled that he wanted to resign 
by asking Kazakhstan’s highest court to clarify 
the conditions under which a president could 
leave office. He clearly wants to leave but to 
manage the transition to a new generation 
rather than serving until his death with un-
predictable consequences thereafter. Nazarbaev 
said during his resignation that he wanted to 
ensure the coming to power of a new genera-
tion of leaders who will continue the reforms 
under way in the country. Let them try to make 
the country better. Nazarbaev’s resignation 
comes less than a month after he sacked the 
government of Prime Minister Bakhytzhan 
Sagintaev for a lack of economic development. 
The move also comes just weeks after the early 
February house-fire deaths of five children in 
a tragedy that shocked the country and led to 
criticism of the government and women-led 
protests.

The Kremlin said Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had spoken with Nazarbaev earlier on 
March 19 to discuss the resignation. The 
speaker of Russia’s upper house of parliament, 
Valentina Matviyenko, said Nazarbaev’s resig-
nation was serious and unexpected but said if 
it was his decision it was necessary. She credited 
Nazarbaev with being behind the initiative to 
create the Eurasian Economic Union and said 
he had bolstered cooperation between Russia 
and Kazakhstan. In separate telephone calls, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin once again 
thanked Nursultan Nazarbayev for his personal 
contribution to the development of allied bilat-
eral relations and to the success of the Eurasian 
integration project.

Confidence was expressed that the first 
President of Kazakhstan would continue to 
actively contribute to the efforts to strengthen 
cooperation within the framework of the 
Eurasian Economic Union. The President of 
Russia congratulated Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 
on assuming office as the President of Ka-
zakhstan and wished him every success in this 
responsible position.

The parties agreed to closely coordinate their 
actions in the interests of stronger Russia-
Kazakhstan ties and to organise a visit by 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to Russia in the near 
future.

William Courtney, a former US ambassador 
to Kazakhstan, credited Nazarbaev with car-
rying out economic reforms and bringing in 
Western companies to exploit the country’s 
energy resources. Minutes after Tokayev was 
sworn in, he suggested that the Kazakh capital 
Astana be renamed Nursultan to honor the out-
going president. Tokayev in his speech praised 

Nazarbayev as an outstanding reformer who is 
widely expected to continue to wield influence 
as chairman of the security council and head of 
the ruling party.

The transition of power may provide with a 
good opportunity to promote political discourse 
and to release imprisoned journalists and 
[allow] peaceful demonstrations and inde-
pendent political parties to exist. Nazarbaev’s 
resignation may spark the largely dormant 
political opposition in Kazakhstan into action. 
But the opposition has been weakened by 
Nazarbaev and no political debate has been 
allowed under his rule, so no strong reserves 
of opposition forces exist in Kazakhstan or 
outside the country that could gain significant 
popularity in the population.

The lack of an opposition may lead to outside 
countries gaining influence. The opposition in 
Kazakhstan is relatively weak. This [resigna-
tion] will certainly cause it to take notice of 
some new possibilities. More disturbingly, it 
may lead some in other countries read Russia 
but also China to try to get involved so as to 
dominate the next generation in Kazakhstan.

Meanwhile, police arrested dozens of opposi-
tion supporters staging rallies in Kazakhstan’s 

two major cities on Friday, three days after the 
surprise resignation of veteran leader Nursultan 
Nazarbayev. Nazarbayev’s foe, fugitive banker 
and opposition politician Mukhtar Ablyazov 
who organised the protests, has accused the 
78-year-old politician of planning a dynastic 
succession that would see his daughter succeed 
him.

Rallies in the capital Astana and in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan’s biggest city, were small, with 
dozens of participants. A similar number gath-
ered on Thursday, the first day of the protests 
which seem unlikely to pose a threat to the 
government led by Nazarbayev loyalists.

Protesters in Almaty carrying blue balloons 
– the emblem of opposition – mixed with 
crowds attending Nowruz festivities, a regional 
pre-Islamic holiday celebrated on the spring 

equinox, and soccer fans saluting Kazakhstan’s 
surprise victory over Scotland.

Although there were no slogans, chants 
or banners, some participants shouted they 
opposed Astana’s renaming. Tokayev, who 
assumed presidential powers until the current 
term ends in April 2020, said on Wednesday 
that Astana, the capital, would be renamed 
Nur-Sultan in Nazarbayev’s honour.

The eldest daughter of Kazakhstan’s outgo-
ing long-time leader was appointed speaker 
of parliament, fuelling speculation that she 
may succeed her father as president after next 
year’s election. Dariga Nazarbayeva’s appoint-
ment comes a day after her father, 78-year-old 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, surprised many by 
announcing he was resigning after nearly 30 
years in office or all of Kazakhstan’s time as an 
independent nation.

He said it was time for a new generation to 
rule. Though Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, speaker 
of the upper chamber of parliament, was offi-
cially sworn in as interim president, Nazarbayev 
is likely to continue to wield considerable 
influence in the oil-rich country as he remains 
chairman of the security council and leader of 
the ruling party. The question who will succeed 

him is, however, still open.
Tokayev’s suggestion at his swearing-in 

ceremony that the country’s capital Astana be 
renamed Nursultan to honour the country’s 
first and only president indicates that Naz-
arbayev will retain an unrivalled position as 
the national leader even after his resignation. 
The parliament promptly approved the name 
change. That was further evidenced in the fact 
that the Kazakh Senate then voted to appoint 
Nazarbayeva, his eldest daughter, as the new 
speaker, making her the second most senior 
official in the country.

The writer is Head of International Affairs Desk at 
Mélange Int’l Magazine & Center of Pakistan and 

International Relations (COPAIR)
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SHERRY REHMAN

Although the 2019 India-Pakistan 
standoff may have passed its im-
mediate intensity, it is clear that 
the entire episode has left a slew 
of new worries for policymakers 

all over the world. It is crucial that lessons are 
learnt and crisis-handling procedures between 
the two countries put in place. Because there is 
no doubt that Pakistan and India were peril-
ously close to war.

In a digital age, resonating with the red noise of 
alternative facts fuelled by ultra-nationalisms, it 
was clear that the Modi regime’s need to bolster 

its 

flag- ging 
electoral ratings 
before an election took the Indian 
act of border incursion into Pakistan’s Balakot 
to act of war status. The second motivation 

was the impulse to divert attention 
from the growing insurgency in 
India-held Kashmir.

However, one outcome of the 
crisis sparked by the Pulwama 
blast is that Pakistan’s response 
has redefined international assess-
ments of both the resolve and ca-
pabilities of the two countries. The 
second counterintuitive outcome 
was that Kashmir re-emerged as 
the most dangerous flashpoint in 
the world, as the Modi govern-
ment ended up internationalising 
the Kashmir issue. The world had 
chosen to forget that the Kashmir 
dispute remains the world’s longest 
international dispute on the UN 

docket since 1948, when India’s Nehru took it 
to the global body to resolve its status.

Today, Kashmir has emerged as the bone 
of serious contention between two countries 
bristling with nuclear weapons. What was 
dangerous about its Pulwama trigger is that 
it brought India and Pakistan to the brink of 
war. Since 1971, we have never been as close 
to a full-scale war as we were on the night of 

February 28. Yet in 1971 neither country had 
invested in nuclear capabilities.

This 2019 standoff, therefore, brought new 
strategic equations and new choices to the 
policy mix. Faced with the unimaginable, unlike 
India, Pakistan united across the party divide, 
never losing sight of the need for de-escalation 
and the goal of normalisation. Amid all issues, 
the one point that resonated in parliament was 
a testament to our policy maturity. It is a truism 

After the crisis

Kashmir has 
emerged as the 

bone of serious con-
tention between two 
countries bristling 

with nuclear 
weapons



MélangeApril 2019 21

BusinessArticle

worth repeating: Wars 
never resolve political 
disputes. If they could, 
Afghanistan after 17 
unending years of 
conflict and turmoil 
would not be in the 
throes of violence today. 
This stands truer for 
countries like Pakistan 
and India.

The costs of war, both 
human and material, 
remain too great.

Pakistan and India 
have fought four wars 
since 1947 that have 
seen a combined death 
toll of 22,600 and 
50,000 wounded and 
maimed. While reliable 
data on disappearances 
and civilian casualties 
is not available, at least 
100,000 families have suffered direct human 
costs. The last major troops mobilisation in 
South Asia in 2001-02 cost the two countries a 
combined $3 billion.

According to a study by the International 
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, 
a full-scale conflict between India and Pakistan 
will have unimaginable consequences. Scien-
tists have estimated that if 100 nukes having 
the same size as that of the one dropped on 
Hiroshima are detonated, nearly 21 million 
South Asians will die from direct impact and 
half of the ozone layer will be destroyed. They 
estimate that the impact on agriculture from 
the black aerosol kicked up into the atmosphere 
will result in a famine of global proportions 
resulting in the deaths of nearly two billion 
people. Even a “demonstration” nuclear strike 
will result in 50 per cent fatalities within a five-
mile radius.

While the Line of Control (LoC) in Kashmir 
ceasefire has all but died with artillery guns 
continuing to blaze since 2012, it combines 
with the low-intensity conflict on the Siachen 
glacier to result in the deaths of several hundred 
civilians and soldiers over the past five years. 
Even more have been injured, with homes 
shelled and communities periodically evacu-
ated.

Despite such heavy costs in both human 
lives and material, both countries have drifted 
dangerously away from dialogue. This has 
been perpetuated by a misplaced Indian belief 
that coercion can beget dialogue only on cross-
border terrorism allegedly originating from the 
state of Pakistan.

Based largely on Indian self-assessments of 
growing power, such analysis has ignored the 
very real conventional capabilities at play today, 
the resolve of Pakistan when challenged to war, 
and the plight of the Kashmiris. What India 
also chooses to ignore is the public conversation 
against terrorism within Pakistan and renewed 
steps to disrupt networks. Conversations with 

Delhi on how to sort through borderless chal-
lenges like dismantling militancy and climate 
stress issues is crucial.

While many in India argue that previous 
attempts at dialogue have not borne fruit, 
we must not let past failures overshadow our 
future. Pakistan does not glorify conflict. Not in 
the way majoritarian India does today, and not 
the way we used to. Having lived through more 
than a decade of the war against terrorism and 
having lost 70,000 citizens to conflict, Pakistan 

is very cognizant of the 
death and destruction 
caused by war. There 
is clarity of thought in 
Pakistan on pursuing 
normalisation, if not 
peace, with India. The 
gesture to open the 
Kartarpur Corridor 
speaks to this una-
nimity of thought in 
charting a new destiny 
for South Asia.

As we wake up to the 
very real possibilities 
of war, we must give 
dialogue another 
chance. A dialogue 
that is neither precon-
ditioned nor selective, 
but a dialogue that 
must encompass the 
whole gamut of our 
troubled relationship. 
A dialogue that sees 

Pakistan, India and the Kashmiris as equal 
stakeholders in finding a path towards a 
brighter millennial future.

Sherry Rehman is Parliamentary Leader of 
the PPP in the Senate, and Chair of the Climate 
Change Caucus in Parliament and CPEC Com-
mittee. She has served as Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Washington as well as Federal Information 
Minister.
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DR. MOHAMMED AL-SULAMI

US officials are currently en-
gaged in peace talks aimed at 
reaching a political settlement 
with the Taliban, driven by a 
desire for peace and security 

in Afghanistan, with the support of regional 
neighbors. This article focuses on Iran’s role 
in promoting peace in Afghanistan due to its 
proximity and its interests in the country. It 
tries to answer questions about the extent 
of Iran’s presence in Afghanistan, the scope 
of its interests and their prioritization. In 

addition, it focuses on the Iranian regime’s 
position toward the Taliban and the Afghan 
government. The situation in Afghanistan is 
one of the most important political and se-
curity challenges facing Iran today. Whilst it 
poses a threat to Tehran, given the presence 
of US forces, drug trafficking and refugees, 
the situation also provides opportunities to 
the Iranian leadership.

For Iran, Afghanistan provides an op-
portunity to extend its influence, enabling 
the regime to put pressure on US forces sta-
tioned there and to coordinate with Afghan 

extremist groups. Tehran is also pursuing 
with the Afghan government an agreement 
on a joint project to transfer Turkmen gas 
and to extend the route for transporting 
Iranian gas to India through Afghanistan. 
This will include implementing China’s One 
Belt One Road initiative to deliver Chinese 
trade to Europe through Afghan territories, 
which Iran hopes will ultimately boost 
Afghanistan’s development and resolve the 
crisis posed by a large number of Afghan 
refugees living in Iran.

Iran’s primary objective is to ensure that 

Iran & future of Afghan 
peace process
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the Hazara Shiites have a distinctive political 
and social status that will enable Tehran to 
replicate the Lebanese Hezbollah model in 
Afghanistan, both to ensure permanent Ira-
nian influence there and to reduce or even 
eradicate the US presence in the country. For 
this reason, Iran does not oppose the peace 
process in Afghanistan but rather seeks to 
direct it in a way that serves its interests 
and to participate in it in a way that boosts 
its influence. While both Russia and China 
agree with the Iranian regime’s broader 
objectives in Afghanistan, they are not sup-
portive of a Hezbollah model there, although 
they may have no problem if this happens as 
long as their other goals are achieved, such 
as the implementation of their economic 
projects in the region and the removal of 
US forces and Western forces generally from 
Afghanistan and Central Asia.

For Iran, the Taliban provides a useful 
means for achieving its goals. Tehran has, 
therefore, strengthened the Taliban and 
provided it with weapons to weaken the US 
in the country. Despite the regime’s declara-
tions of hostility to the Taliban, realpolitik 
now overrides any other factors, meaning 
Tehran is now a key supporter of the move-
ment. Iran’s support for the Taliban has 
become more evident in recent years, with 
the Chief of Staff of the Afghan army, Gen. 
Sharif Yaftali, stating in 2017 that he had 
evidence of Iran supplying the Taliban with 
weapons and military equipment.

Iran does not oppose the peace process in 
Afghanistan but rather seeks to direct it in 
a way that serves its interests.

The US Department of Defense last year 
submitted a report to the US Congress 
entitled “Improving Security and Stabil-
ity in Afghanistan,” in which it was stated 
that Russia and Iran provide military and 
logistical support to both the Taliban and 

its Haqqani affiliates. Through this support, 
Iran has been able to reduce the threat posed 
by US forces — and it was boosted by the 
US announcing its intention to withdraw its 
troops from Afghanistan. At the same time, 
Iranian support for the Taliban has resulted 
in a new alliance that has enabled Iran to 
carry out terrorist operations via the Taliban.

Another key factor for Iran in the medium-
term is to empower Afghan Shiites to lead 
the political process. Given the nature of the 

political system in Afghanistan, this objec-
tive cannot be achieved in the short term, 
with the presidential system preventing mi-
norities from attaining the majority of power 
in the country. Afghan society is made up of 
several ethnic groups, led by the Pashtuns, 

followed by the Farsi-speaking Tajiks, who 
are also Sunnis. The number of Uzbeks, 
also predominantly Sunni, is almost equal 
to that of the Shiite Hazara. Although sta-
tistics vary, none have the Hazaras as more 
than 12 percent of the population. Despite 
this small number, Iran seeks to reach its 
goal by maximizing the sect’s political role 
and by bringing back the Iranian-trained 
Afghan Fatemiyoun Division from Syria, 
where it has been fighting for Assad and 
Iran, to act as the Hazaras’ military wing in 
Afghanistan. 

Iran began its moves to strengthen the 
Hazaras in Afghanistan from the earliest 
days after the 1979 revolution, with the 
then-parliamentary head the late Hashemi 
Rafsanjani receiving a delegation of Afghan 
Shiite clerics in 1983. Iran has declared 
its support for them since 1998, when a 
statement was issued by the Clerics Union 
of Qom in support of the Hazaras. Contro-
versially, it accused Pakistan of assisting in 
the massacre of Afghan Shiites in the cities 
of Mazar-i-Sharif and Bamyan.

Another factor influencing Iranian policy 
in Afghanistan is the position of regional 
states, particularly Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia, whose objectives are at odds with 
those of Tehran. If Iran succeeds in achiev-
ing its goals in Afghanistan, the country will 
become another base for Iranian influence, 
upsetting the delicate balance of power in 
South and Central Asia, as well as further-
ing its incursions into the Arab world and 
making the prospect of any real peace a 
distant dream. 

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sulami is Head of the 
International Institute for Iranian Studies 
(Rasanah). Twitter: @mohalsulami
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Weakening 
Global Growth
Global Economic Growth Slows as Europe Weakens, Risks Persist

MOHAMMAD ARSHAD

The global economy is slowing and 
major risks persist, with growth 
weakening much more than ex-
pected in Europe, according to the 
OECD’s latest Interim Economic 

Outlook. Economic prospects are now weaker 
in nearly all G20 countries than previously 
anticipated. Vulnerabilities stemming from 
China and the weakening European economy, 

combined with a slowdown in trade and global 
manufacturing, high policy uncertainty and 
risks in financial markets, could undermine 
strong and sustainable medium-term growth 
worldwide.

The OECD projects that the global economy 
will grow by 3.3 per cent in 2019 and 3.4 per 
cent in 2020. The outlook and projections 
cover all G20 economies. Downward revisions  
from the previous Economic Outlook in No-
vember 2018 are particularly significant for the 

euro area, notably Germany and Italy, as well as 
for the United Kingdom, Canada and Turkey.

The Outlook identifies the Chinese and 
European slowdown, as well as the weakening 
of global trade growth, as the principal factors 
weighing on the world economy. It underlines 
that further trade restrictions and policy un-
certainty could bring additional adverse effects 
on global growth. While policy stimulus is 
expected to help offset weak trade develop-
ments in China, risks remain of a sharper 
slowdown that would hit global growth and 
trade prospects.

The global economy is facing increasingly 
serious headwinds, said OECD Chief Econo-

mist Laurence Boone. A sharper slowdown in 
any of the major regions could derail activity 
worldwide, especially if it spills over to financial 
markets. Governments should intensify multi-
lateral dialogue to limit risks and coordinate 
policy actions to avoid a further downturn, 
Boone said.

The Outlook calls on central banks to remain 
supportive, but stresses that monetary policy 
alone cannot resolve the downturn in Europe 
or improve the modest medium-term growth 

prospects. A new coordinated fiscal stimulus 
in low-debt European countries, together with 
renewed structural reforms in all euro area 
countries would add momentum to a growth 
rebound, boost productivity and spur wage 
growth over the medium term.

The global expansion continues to lose mo-
mentum, amidst heightened policy uncertainty, 
persistent trade tensions and ongoing declines 
in business and consumer confidence. Global 
growth slowed more quickly than anticipated 
in the latter half of 2018, to around 3% on a 
quarterly basis. This was the weakest pace since 
mid2016, in part reflecting the deep recessions 
occurring in some emerging-market economies 

and widespread weakness in industrial sectors.
Confidence indicators have slowed mark-

edly in OECD countries (Figure 1, Panel B), 
especially in the euro area and the United 
Kingdom, where growth has disappointed, and 
also in China, where concerns linger about the 
extent of the slowdown. One-off factors have 
contributed to the weakness in Europe, such 
as the disruption to the car sector following 
new vehicle-emission tests. However, business 
investment prospects have also weakened, 
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reflecting declining confidence and continued 
policy uncertainty.

Trade growth, a key artery in the global 
economy, has also slowed markedly, to around 
4% in 2018 from 5¼ per cent in 2017, with 
trade restrictions having adverse effects on 
confidence and investment plans around the 
world. In Europe, trade growth has stalled, 
reflecting a slowdown in both external and in-
ternal demand. Leading indicators suggest that 
near-term trade prospects are weak. Survey 
indicators of new export orders remain low in 
China and continue to decline in Europe and 
many Asian economies.

Even in the absence of further trade restric-
tions, the slowdown in many key trading econ-
omies - such as Germany, China, the United 
Kingdom and Italy - is acting to weaken growth 
in their trading partners in Europe and in Asia 
given their importance as export markets and 
in regional supply chains. A number of factors 
have cushioned the slowdown in growth. 
Improving labour market conditions continue 
to support household incomes and spending in 
many economies. Macroeconomic policies also 
generally remain supportive. Financial market 
conditions have improved and commodity 
prices are lower.

The significant repricing of risk in financial 
markets seen at the end of last year has been 
partially reversed, amidst signals by major 

central banks that monetary policy may 
remain more accommodative than previously 
expected. Oil prices have also eased, despite 
continued supply restrictions by OPEC and 
Russia, helping to lower headline inflation 
around the world, and boost household real 
income growth.

Global growth is set to slow further this year, 
with downward revisions in most G20 coun-
tries Overall, recent economic and financial 
developments, and the materialisation of some 

downside risks, suggest that global growth 
prospects have eased since the November Eco-
nomic Outlook, especially in Europe. Global 
GDP growth is projected to slow from 3.6% 
in 2018 to below-trend rates of 3.3% this year 
and 3.4% in 2020, with downward revisions in 
most G20 economies.

In the advanced economies, improved labour 
market conditions, lower headline inflation 
and supportive fiscal measures targeted at 
lower-income households in some countries, 
including France and Italy, should help to 
support real income growth and household 
spending. Monetary policy support also con-
tinues to underpin activity. However, continued 
policy uncertainty and declining confidence are 
set to weigh further on business investment 
and trade prospects. Growth prospects in the 
emerging-market economies are collectively 
projected to be steady over 2019-20, but this 
masks diverging developments in the major 
economies.

A gradual slowdown appears set to persist 
in China, despite renewed policy support, and 
substantial adjustment challenges are continu-
ing in those economies hard hit by the financial 
market stress seen last year. In other countries, 
including India and Indonesia, downside risks 
from financial market tensions have eased, and 
strong investment, improving income growth 
and past reforms are helping to support do-
mestic demand.

Brexit-related uncertainties persist Uncer-
tainty persists about the timing of UK with-
drawal from the European Union (Brexit) and 
the nature of the UK-EU trading relationship 
in the short and medium-term. The possibil-
ity that a withdrawal agreement will not be 
reached before the exit date remains a serious 
downside risk and source of uncertainty in the 
near term. The current projections for UK GDP 
growth are conditional on the assumption of a 
smooth Brexit, with a transition period lasting 
until the end of 2020. If the United Kingdom 
and the European Union were to separate 
without an agreement, the outlook would be 
significantly weaker.

OECD analysis suggests that the increase in 
tariffs between the two economies as a result 
of WTO rules coming into effect would reduce 
GDP by around 2% (relative to baseline) in the 
United Kingdom in the next two years. This 
would add to the adverse effects on GDP and 
business investment already seen relative to 
expectations prior to the vote in 2016.

The effects could be stronger still if a lack of 
adequate border infrastructure and a loss of 
access to EU trade arrangements with third 
countries were to cause serious bottlenecks 
in integrated cross-border supply chains. 
The costs would also be magnified if this also 
induced a further decline in business and 
financial market confidence and disruptions in 
financial markets. In such a scenario the likely 
near-term recession in the United Kingdom 
would generate sizeable negative spillovers on 
growth in other countries.

Although contingency measures to soften the 
impact of a no-deal outcome are being taken 
by both sides, UK-EU separation without an 
agreement would still be a major adverse shock 
for Europe and possibly elsewhere in the world, 
given that the United Kingdom is an important 
trading partner for many countries.  In the Eu-
ropean Union, the impact of any scenario that 
resulted in trade between the United Kingdom 
and the European Union being undertaken on 
WTO terms would vary across member states.

Some smaller countries, including Ireland, 
the Netherlands and Denmark with strong 
trade and investment links with the United 
Kingdom, would be relatively exposed, result-
ing in significant adjustment costs in particular 
regions or sectors. OECD estimates suggest that 
their bilateral exports to the UK could decline 
by around 15% in the mediumterm in the event 
of trade being undertaken on WTO terms, with 
the strongest impacts being in the agri-food 
and machinery and equipment sectors.

Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’, 
and daily The Asian Telegraph

arshans21@yahoo.com
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The motivation for forming regional 
bodies is thus simple. Neighbours 
are better off if they are friendly 
and not fractious. Regional coop-
eration is supposed to create the 

necessary atmosphere for converting foes into 
friends. Admittedly, mere membership of a 
regional organisation would not do the trick, 
but as part of a regional arrangement there 
is bound to be plenty of interaction among 
members and, as these links become thicker, 
the expectation is that the incentive to use force 
to resolve disputes will decrease.

The South Asian Association of Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) was established on 
8th December 1985. Promoting peace, stabil-
ity, amity and progress in the region, was the 
first line of the SAARC charter. The SAARC 

includes the eight South Asian countries viz. 
Pakistan, India, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. The 
SAARC Secretariat is located in Kathmandu, 
Nepal. The annual summit meeting of the 
heads of governments and states is the highest 
decision-making body.

The Council of (Foreign) Ministers, which 
meets twice a year, assists the summits. With 
about 2.5% of the world’s land surface area, 
the South Asian region has 17% of the world’s 
population. The idea behind establishment 
of SAARC was to establish better cultural 
and social ties amongst the member states to 
promote peace in the region. In a competing 
world, where we see countries forming groups 
like the EU, ASEAN, AU and so on, SAARC 
could be a pillar for the countries of the South 
Asian region to establish their identity in trade 
and also to alleviate the afore mentioned evils 
persistent in the region.

An active participation of the fifth estate 
(social media) and citizen journalism can 
strengthen people to people contact and hence 
bring about regional integration. With 35% 

of the youth in this region, the region is the 
work force of the 21st century when the rest 
of the world has an ageing population. Apart 
from regional cooperation in various fields, 
women empowerment is another factor which 
this organisation is promoting since long.  
Improving gender equality could significantly 
boost growth in advanced economies over the 
coming decades.

To cope with the challenges, SAARC 
Chamber Women Entrepreneurs Council 
(SCWEC) was established on March 29, 2001 
in Colombo Sri Lanka with the objective of 
developing and promoting women entrepre-
neurs in the South Asian region. The Council 
works towards facilitating co-operation and 
networking among the women entrepreneurs 
of the SAARC region.

It is an effective platform for strengthening 
the intra-regional development of women 
entrepreneurship for economic development 
thus helping to exchange information on 
entrepreneurial skills and building trade links 
among the women of the SAARC region.

To create strong role models and to draw 

SAARC CWEC emulates 
the path of success…
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inspiration from and to recognise the exem-
plary success of women entrepreneurs in the 
SAARC region, the SAARC Chamber Women 
Entrepreneur Council (SCWEC), under the 
leadership of its Chairperson, Rifa Mustapha 
hosted the first ever SAARC Woman Entrepre-
neur of the Year Award, on the 2nd of March, 
in Colombo. Afghan woman entrepreneur 
Zarghona Walizada won the SAARC Women 
Entrepreneur Award at the first SAAR Women 
Entrepreneur Awards. One outstanding 
woman entrepreneur among nominees from 
each of the SAARC nations received the pres-
tigious title of ‘SAARC Woman Entrepreneur 
of the year 2018’ at a glittering function that 
had participation of women business owners 
from the region.

Women business leaders from SAARC 
gathered in Colombo for the awards ceremony 
plus knowledge workshops, to collectively 
find fresher avenues to economic and societal 
challenges in the region as well as first-hand 
networking opportunities. A designer show-
case with a fashion gala was the showstopper, 
where designers from each of the SAARC 
countries of Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Mal-
dives, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bhutan and Sri 
Lanka has displayed their design to a choreo-
graphed capsule with performances also from 
each of the countries.

SCWEC Chairperson Rifa Musthapha 
said,“The inaugural international award is 
our affirmation and recognition of the trail 
blazing success of women entrepreneurs in 
our neighbouring countries. By giving them 
the spotlight, we are creating outstanding role 
models of themselves and their businesses 
which SCWEC wants to amplify in no uncer-
tain terms and help catalyse seamless cross 
border trade and investment.”

“The business model propagated by 
SCWEC upholds the belief ‘by the women, 
for the women, and to the women’ said Rifa 
Musthapha. “It is a sustainable, revenue 
generating enterprise that gives stakeholders 
the opportunity to be actively involved and 
engaged in manufacturing and distributing the 
product. This model will be replicated in select 
townships in each of the SAARC countries.”

SAARC funded project on “Network and 
Capacity Building of Women Entrepreneurs 
from SAARC Countries (NCBWESC) is also 
in progress in the member countries. The 
ultimate objective of this project is to promote 
women entrepreneurs network for advance-
ment of their businesses. IMF managing 
director, Christine Lagarde recently revealed 
that more women in the workplace could boost 
economy by 35%. Lagarde has made female 
empowerment a key goal for the IMF since 
joining the Washington-based organisation 
in 2011.

According to World Bank economic 
report, South Asia is expected to remain the 
fastest-growing region in the world. Growth 
should further strengthen to 7.1 percent on 
average in 2019-20, reflecting a broad-based 
improvement across most of the region. In 

the fast-pacing world of today, we see women 
breaking glass-ceiling of patriarchal society, 
and doing exceptionally great in any field we 
talk about. Whether it is politics, sports, busi-
ness, arts, science, or any other arena, women 
are leading with a rapid pace and proving every 
day that sky is the limit for them.

In over last 20 years, women entrepreneur-
ship has seen a paradigm shift in its growth 
which has been acknowledged by SAARC 
Chamber Women Entrepreneurs Council. In 
January this year, two-day South Asian Re-
gional Conference ‘Weaving the Web’ held in 
Kathmandu. Addressing the opening session, 
Secretary General of the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation Amjad Hussain 

B Sial said, “Since the promotion of women’s 
welfare and empowerment is at the forefront of 
SAARC’s agenda, we greatly value the holding 
of this Conference to strengthen partnerships 
among women in the region.”

The conference, which is organised by 
Sankalpa, Women’s Alliance for Peace, Justice 
and Democracy  has brought together eminent 
women representatives from South Asian 
countries to discuss measures to promote the 
welfare of women in order to bring them into 
the mainstream of socio-economic develop-
ment. This shows another commitment by 
SAARC to promote women of the region.

Besides the SAARC Social Charter, there are 
several other inter-governmental mechanisms 

dealing with the promotion of the status of 
women. They include Ministerial Meetings 
on Women; Technical Committee on Women, 
Youth and Children; SAARC Gender Policy 
Advocacy Group; and Regional Convention to 
combat trafficking of women and children for 
prostitution. SAARC is also collaborated with 
several UN Specialised Agencies, including 
UNWomen, in promoting women’s welfare 
and empowerment. Lots of things regarding 
women empowerment been done but still 
there is a lot which has to be done in future 
when we talk about SAARC or related bodies.

A fundamental reason we have not yet 
achieved gender equality in every realm is 
that women and girls’ voices are too often 

excluded from global and national decision-
making. When programmes and policies are 
designed without women’s needs central to 
their foundation, we’re setting ourselves up to 
fail. If grassroots women had been adequately 
consulted in designing the MDGs, decision-
makers would have been able to anticipate that 
girls would still be held responsible for many 
home chores, caring for younger siblings and 
fetching water.

There has been much progress in increasing 
access to education, but progress has been 
slow in improving the gender sensitivity of 
the education system, including ensuring 
textbooks promote positive stereotypes. This 
is critically important for girls to come out of 
schools as citizens who can shape a more equal 
society. In some countries, there is a tendency 
to assume that things are fine as long as there 
is equal number of girls in schools. SCWEC is 
playing an important role in this process by 
creating an enabling environment for women 
to empower themselves. They can do this by 
removing barriers that women face, such as 
a lack of resources, information, or access to 
markets. They can facilitate conversations with 
powerful elites and also with men, who still 
control many aspects of women’s lives.

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.

The business model 
propagated by SCWEC 
upholds the belief by the 
women for the women and 
to the women
SCWEC Chairperson, Rifa Mustapha
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Govt restructures economic fundamentals: Asad

Naveed Hussain Naqvi

Finance Minis ter Asad Umar 
said the government is work-
ing on restructuring economy’s 
fundamentals and strengthening 
regulatory regimes by appointing 

qualified individuals local as well as overseas 
Pakistanis at policy boards. These measures 
will eventually improve functional efficiency 
of all national institutions and help attain 
sustainable long-term economic develop-
ment of the country.

While Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said that priority of present govern-
ment is to revitalise the national economy.  
Six months ago when Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) came into power, the party inher-
ited a lot of challenges, including corruption, 
flight of capital, and other socio-economic 
ills, which needed to be addressed.

Addressing a two-day Leaders in Islamabad 
Business Summit, he said that government 
has formed a five-member committee to 

appoint competent professionals to improve 
efficiencies of government organisations. He 
was addressing Leaders in Islamabad Busi-
ness Summit’ here that brought together the 
most distinguished global leaders, business 
strategists, innovators, thinkers and futur-
ists here for two days. Nutshell Forum and 
Martin Dow arranged the event. Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi said that the PTI eco-
nomic team, under the leadership of Finance 
Minister Asad Umar, took various steps for 
economic uplift of the country during the 
first six months of the present government.

Over 50 international delegates partici-
pated in the event, and through various panel 
discussions, shared their ideas on a wide 
range of subjects, including, The geopoliti-
cal backdrop, The future of work, The future 
of diversity and inclusion, Future world, 
through responsive leadership.

Abacus Consulting, Pakistan’s leading advi-
sory and technology consultancy, partnered 
with Nutshell Forum to present the third 
edition of the ‘Leaders in Islamabad Business 
Summit’ as part of its ambition to align itself 
as the industry leader in executive leadership 
development. In line with this goal, earlier 
this year, Abacus entered a partnership with 
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the Center for Creative Leadership (CCL), 
a US-based global executive development 
institution that develops leaders and helps 
them make the journey to top management 
positions.

The national and international delegates, 
and honorable guests included Federal 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, Federal Minister for Finance & Eco-
nomic Affairs, Asad Umar, Federal Minister 
& Adviser to Prime Minister on Commerce, 
Textile, Investment and Industries & Produc-
tion, Abdul Razak Dawood, and the Minister 
of State for HRD & Overseas Pakistanis, Syed 
Zulfikar Abbas Bukhari.

Finance Minister said the regulatory regime 
has been strengthened as best professionals 
of the field were taken on the policy board 
of the Securities and Exchange Com mission 
of Pakistan. In order to promote friendly tax 
culture and facilitate tax-payers, members 
from the private sector have been included 
in the policy board of the Federal Board of 
Revenue. Besides, he said the government 
has also appointed overseas Pakistanis as 
heads of different national organisations 
including National Bank of Pakistan, Zarai 
Taraqiati Bank Limited, National Investment 
Trust and other national institutions on merit 
without any political consideration.

The minister said that small and medium 
sector (SME) enterprises are facing access-
to-credit issues but the government is taking 
steps to address them by facilitating supply 
and provision of easy loans. He said that 
government is also upgrading technology in 
order to overcome tax theft issue by introduc-
ing a track-and-trace system which will be 
introduced next month. In first phase, the 
system would be applied in tobacco sector to 
check under-invoicing.

He said that intra agency communication 
between National Registration and Database 
Autho rity and the FBR will be strengthened 
in order to bring potential taxpayers into 

the tax net. Highlighting government’s steps 
to promote exports, the minister said that 
multiple sectors have been facilitated and 
the results from textile sector would com-
mence by April onwards. He said exports 
are likely to increase due to these measures 
while adding that the agreement with China 
would also be finalised at the earliest. The 
minister said that long-term financing for 
textile sector would also be increased which 
currently stands at Rs1.5 billion.

Foreign Affairs said, imagining the unimag-
inable is a wonderful theme because it makes 

you think beyond the boundaries of reality 
and helps you do wonders and things that 
seem simply impossible to do.  The foreign 
minister maintained that the government 
is taking measures to create conducive envi-
ronment in the country to promote foreign 
direct investment (FDI) and these steps have 
already paid the dividends.

He mentioned that 125 countries would 
benefit from the new regime with ease in 
getting visas. He further said the United 
Arab Emirates is taking keen interest in 
making investment in different sectors in 

Pakistan, while Qatar also planned to invest 
in the country’s food processing industry. The 
government plans to make Pakistan a hub of 
business and investment in the region.

He said that Saudi Arab investment of $20 
billion in development projects is a milestone 
for the country towards achieving economic 
stability. He said Pakistan has promoted 
bilateral trade with Iran, China and other 
countries of the region. China is our strate-
gic partner and we want to transform this 
relationship into an economic partnership, 
he said.

He maintained that Special Economic 
Zones under the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) would encourage foreign 
investment, leading to sustainable develop-
ment. Qureshi lauded the European foreign 
ministers and parliamentarians for support-
ing Pakistan in securing GSP Plus facility for 
its exports.

Responding to relations with India, 
Qureshi said his government after assum-
ing the power offered New Delhi a hand of 
friendship and asked for foreign ministers 
meeting at the sidelines of UN General 
Assembly to resolve all outstanding issues 
between the two neighbouring countries 
through dialogue.

Talks between the two countries on opening 
of Kartarpur Corridor, being held at Attari 
(India) on Thursday (today), are meant 
for peace in the region, he added. He said 
Pakistan is a developing country but absence 
of a proper administrative mechanism led to 
approach the International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) in the past.
The country is facing the challenges includ-

ing 6.6 percent fiscal deficit, burden of loans, 
decline in foreign investment, unemployment 
and one-third of population living below 
poverty line like problems, he said. The for-
eign minister also said that Pakistan desires 
peace in Afghanistan and the government 
is facilitating Afghan peace process in this 
direction

The writer is working as Associate Editor 
with Mélange’ & ‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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The former Norwegian Prime 
Minister was appointed by the 
28 Allies in March to succeed 
Anders Fogh Rasmussen as 
Secretary General. Fogh Ras-
mussen’s term expired after 5 
years and 2 months at the helm 
of the Alliance. Stoltenberg was 
previously Prime Minister of 
Norway from 2000-2001 and 
from 2005-2013.

While Stoltenberg was Prime 
Minister, Norway’s defence 
spending increased steadily, 
with the result that Norway is 
today one of the Allies with 
the highest per capita defence 
expenditure. Stoltenberg has 
also been instrumental in trans-
forming the Norwegian armed 
forces, through a strong focus 
on deployable high-end capa-
bilities. Under his leadership, 
the Norwegian Government has 
contributed Norwegian forces 
to various NATO operations. 
During his tenure as Prime 
Minister, Stoltenberg frequently 
called for NATO to focus on 
security challenges close to Allied 
territory.

Jens Stoltenberg took charge 
of the office of the Secretary 
General North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and 
Chairman of the North Atlantic 
Council in 2014. Since then he 
has been successfully taking 
agenda of the organization 
forward. Under his dynamic 
leadership, NATO has made sev-
eral landmark achievements on 
diplomatic and strategic fronts.

Mr Stoltenberg is a strong 
supporter of enhanced trans-
atlantic cooperation, including 
better burden-sharing across the 
Atlantic. He sees NATO and the 
EU as complementary organisa-
tions in terms of securing peace 
and development in Europe and 
beyond. Stoltenberg has had a 
number of international assign-
ments. These include chairing 
the UN High-level Panel on 
System-wide Coherence and the 
High-level Advisory Group on 
Climate Change Financing. He 
was also UN Special Envoy on 
Climate Change. Stoltenberg is 
married to Ingrid Schulerud. 
Together they have two grown-
up children.

Jens Stoltenberg visited the 
White House just couple of 
months after Donald Trump 

became President in 2017 and 
held a joint press conference 
with President Trump. He made 
it clear to President Trump that, 
NATO is obsolete, but NATO 
is not [sic] longer obsolete as 
NATO has been able to change 
and especially in two areas; 
in the fight against terror-
ism, NATO Allies and NATO 
members are Global Coalition 
to Defeat ISIS all of us together, 
have made enormous progress in 
defeating ISIS.

Under his leadership, NATO 
allies played key role in root-
ing out ISIS from Syria and 
ISIS have lost control over the 
territory they controlled just a 
few years ago the same size of 
territory was equal to United 
Kingdom, eight million people 
and they were actually able to 
threaten Baghdad. So, if NATO 
Allies, the Global Coalition to 
Defeat Daesh or ISIS, hadn’t 
acted, then there could be very 
dangerous and difficult situation 
in the whole region, Iraq and 
Syria. Actually, NATO is not on 
the ground in Syria, but NATO 
is focusing on the fight against 
terrorism in different ways.

As per his vision, NATO is fo-
cusing on training local forces to 
take charge of law and order in 
Afghanistan, Syria and other res-
tive areas to statblize their own 
countries instead of deploying a 
good number of combat troops. 
Therefore, now NATO is more 
and more focused on helping 
the Afghans to stabilise their 
own country as well as helping 
the Iraqis to stabilise their own 
country and fight terrorism 
themselves. This approach is 
based on the fact that deployed 
combat troops are considered as 
foreigners by the local forces and 
they remain always be foreign 
troops in a foreign country.

NATO Allies agreed in 2014 
that they couldn’t an imbal-
anced burden-sharing and the 
good news was that over the last 
years NATO members have seen 
a significant increase in defence 
spending from European Allies 
and Canada. Just since 2016, 
and by the end of next year 
2020, they will have added 
hundred, one hundred billion 
extra US dollars for their defence 
spending.

Democracy, freedom and the 
sanctity of the individual are 
core Western values and the 

Jens Stoltenberg 
Successfully 

executes NATO 
agenda
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foundation of our societies. These values are 
universal values and they’re also core values 
for NATO. It’s actually in our founding treaty 
that NATO is based on democracy, individual 
liberty and the rule of law.

As Secretary General NATO Jens Stoltenberg 
believes that the purpose of disinformation is, 
of course, to undermine trust in democratic 
institutions. NATO helps to counter that in 

different ways, countering disinformation 
online, on paper, in the air, in different media 
platforms. He strongly believes that the answer 
to propaganda is not propaganda or disinfor-
mation, but the answer to propaganda, from 
NATO’s side, is facts. It’s the truth. Because 
we are confident that in the long run the truth 
will prevail.

Under his leadership, NATO can help Slova-
kia to address disinformation in Slovakia, but 
the best people to address disinformation in 
Slovakia are people in Slovakia. According to 
him the best way to deal with disinformation, 
propaganda, misuse of social media, is to have 
a free, independent press. To have journalists 
who ask the difficult questions. Journalists and 
media which are able to check their sources, 
because then, in the long run, this will be 
exposed to as what it is: attempts to meddle, 
attempt to mislead.

According to him, NATO follows the rule 
of spending 2 percent of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) on Defence and this rule is not 
something which is invented by the United 

States, but is agreed by 29 Allies. However, 
it is a fact that European politicians prefer to 
spend money on something else than defence 
as they like to spend money on education, on 
health, on infrastructure, instead of spending 
money on defence. This is why all European 
Allies  reduced defence spending after the end 
of the Cold War, in the 1990s and the begin-
ning of 2000 as they felt more safe, tensions 

went down. But he advocates that defence 

spending may be reduced when tensions are 
going down, Europeans must be to increase 
defence spending when tensions are going up.

Sensing threat from Russia, under his lead-
ership NATO deployed four battle groups, 
four battalions in the three Baltic States and 
Poland. Previously NATO did not have any 
combat-ready presence in the Eastern part 
of the Alliance. This deployment was very 
important to make sure that nothing like what 
happened in Georgia may take place where 
Russia used force against Georgia in 2008, 
or like in Crimea or Donbass, can happen to 
any NATO Ally. NATO deployed these battle 
groups and also has some presence in Roma-
nia and the Black Sea region.  These battle 
groups are combat-ready. They are extremely 
important because they send a clear message 
that any kind of aggression against one of these 
countries will trigger a whole response from 
the whole Alliance, because the whole Alliance 
is already there.

Historically, NATO has always had a 
technological edge, meaning that the most 
advanced technologies, the most advanced 
weapon systems, have always been developed 
by NATO and NATO Allies, and, of course, the 
United States has been key, because of their 
size. Now in the wake of serious challenges 
coming from China, he proposes two kinds of 
acts regarding use of artificial intelligence; one 
is investing in technology, artificial intelligence 
for instance.  Therefore every country must 
increase defence spending, because this is not 
only about increasing more, spending more, 
but also about making sure that 20 percent of 
the defence budget is used for investments and 
research and technology.

Moreover, he pinpoints another challenge 
of developing mechanisms to avoid an arms 
race with these new technologies. That’s not 
so easy. Even during the coldest period of the 
Cold War. At least in the 60s and the 70s, the 
two superpowers the Soviet Union and United 
States, the Warsaw Pact and NATO were able 
to agree on ways to limit the number of nuclear 
weapons and actually gradually start to reduce 
the number of nuclear weapons, which were 
the most advanced weapons at that time.

Under his guidance, NATO is working for a 
peaceful solution of Crimea between Ukraine 
and Russia through full implementation of 
the Minsk Agreements: ceasefire, withdrawal 
of heavy weapons, and also allow the interna-
tional monitors, representing an organisation 
called OSCE, the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, to allow them to 
operate freely and safely in eastern Ukraine, 
or Donbass.  This is the only way to a peaceful 
solution, and NATO strongly supports those 
efforts. NATO also helps Ukraine with some 
capacity-building, cyber, logistics as well as 
with the command structure.

He sees a great potential for cooperation 
with China. China is a rising power, a strong 
economy. And there is a potential to work with 
China in many different areas. At the same 
time he sees some challenges.

Brief Profile
Jens Stoltenberg was born in Oslo on 16 March 
1959. He spent his childhood years abroad, with 
his diplomat father, mother and two sisters. 
Stoltenberg holds a postgraduate degree in 
Economics from the University of Oslo. After 
graduating in 1987, he started work in Statistics 
Norway.
1990-1991: State Secretary at the Ministry of the 
Environment
1991-2014: Member of Parliament
1993-1996: Minister of Industry and Energy
1996-1997: Minister of Finance
2000-2001: Prime Minister of Norway
2002-2014: Leader of the Norwegian Labor Party
2005-2013: Prime Minister of Norway
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Duchess and Duke 
of Västergötland

Swedish Crown Princess Victoria & Prince Olof Daniel
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Swedish Royal couple, the Crown Princess Victoria Ingrid Alice 
Désirée and her husband Prince Olof Daniel are considered to 
be one of the most elegant and attractive royal couples. Due to 
their generous philanthropic services both are highly respected 
not only within their homeland but abroad too. The couple 

is very active on social welfare sector and had undertaken entourage to 
Asia and Europe. The royal couple is entitled as Duchess and Duke of 
Västergötland.

Victoria Ingrid Alice Désirée Duchess of Västergötland, is the eldest 
child of His Majesty King King Carl XVI Gustaf and Her Majesty Queen 
Silvia and was born on 14 July 1977. The declaration of Crown Princess 
Victoria’s majority took place in the Hall of State at the Royal Palace of 
Stockholm on 14 July 1995. The Crown Princess will be Sweden’s first 
female Head of State from the Bernadotte Dynasty. In modern times 
Sweden has only had two queens regnant, Kristina and Ulrika Eleonora.

Tuesday 24 February 2009, The Crown Princess and Daniel Westling 
announced their engagement at the Royal Palace in Stockholm. The 
wedding took place on 19 June 2010 in Storkyrkan in Stockholm. On 23 
February 2012 Princess Estelle was born. On 2 March 2016 The Crown 
Princess and Prince Daniel had a son, Prince Oscar.

In accordance with the 1979 Act of Succession, which entered into 
force on 1 January 1980, Crown Princess Victoria is heir to the Swedish 
throne. The Crown Princess resides at Haga Palace together with Prince 
Daniel, Princess Estelle, and Prince Oscar. The Crown Princess attended 
Västerled parish pre-school from 1982-84. In autumn 1984 she started 
school at Smedslättsskolan in Bromma, where she completed her junior 
level.

She completed her intermediate level at Ålstenskolan in Bromma 
and went on to pursue senior studies, following a Science and Social 
Studies programme at Enskilda Gymnasiet upper secondary school 
in Stockholm and graduated in June 1996. The Crown Princess was 
confirmed in the summer of 1992 at Räpplinge church on the island 
of Öland. She spent her summer holidays gaining additional foreign 
language experience with trips to countries such as Germany and the 
United States. During the 1996-97 academic year, the crown princess 
studied French at the Centre International D’Études Françaises at the 
Université Catholique de L’Ouest in Angers, France. In autumn 1997, 
The Crown Princess followed a specially designed programme in order 
to gain a general insight into the workings of the Riksdag (the Swedish 
Parliament) and the Swedish Government.

In the spring of 1998, Crown Princess Victoria began academic stud-
ies in Political Science and History at Yale University in the United 
States. In conjunction with her stay The Crown Princess completed two 
periods of work experience at the United Nations in New York (June and 
September 2002) as well as one at the Swedish Embassy in Washington 
DC in May 1999.

In autumn 2000 The Crown Princess completed studies in conflict 
resolution and international peace-building.

In autumn 2001, The Crown Princess followed a study programme 
at the offices of the Swedish Government. During this time she visited 
the ‘Swedish Style’ exhibition in Tokyo and the west coast of the USA in 
connection with the Nobel Jubilee. In spring 2002, The Crown Princess 
completed a study programme at SIDA, the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency, and spent time in countries such 
as Uganda and Ethiopia. During this time she also continued with her 
official engagements. In autumn 2002 she completed an internship with 
the Swedish Trade Council in Berlin and Paris.

In 2003 The Crown Princess continued her education on Swedish 
trade and industry with a study and work experience programme in 
Swedish agriculture and forestry, as well as completing basic military 
training at SWEDINT (the Swedish Armed Forces International 
Centre). In 2004 The Crown Princess participated in a state visit to 
Iceland , and visited Saudi Arabia and Hungary with official Swedish 
delegations. She also visited the Rome branch of the UN, made field 
trips to various companies in Sweden and continued with her official 
engagement duties. The Crown Princess also studied at the Swedish 

National Defence College in Stockholm in 2004, focusing on Political 
Science, International Relations and Conflict Resolution.

In spring 2005 The crown princess travelled extensively, including a 
trip to Australia in connection with the ‘Swedish Style’ exhibition, and a 
trip to Japan to attend the World Exposition in Aichi. The Crown Prin-
cess also travelled to Bangladesh and Sri Lanka to study international aid 
efforts in these countries. In June 2005 she visited Turkey with Thomas 
Östros, the Swedish Minister for Trade and Industry, in order to promote 
relations between Sweden and Turkey.

During the autumn 2005 the crown princess spent a month in China 
where she followed the work of the Swedish Embassy as well as traveled 
in order to gain insights in the Chinese community. The Crown Princess 
also continued her studies on Social Science in 2005. In September 2006 
the Crown Princess embarked upon the diplomatic programme at the 
Swedish Foreign Ministry. The programme lasts for one academic year 
and includes lectures, seminars and group work. The Crown Princess 

also took part in field trips to various different authorities and institu-
tions.

Olof Daniel, Prince of Sweden, Duke of Västergötland, was born in 
Örebro on 15 September, 1973. His parents are Ewa Kristina Westling 
and Olle Gunnar Westling. Daniel Westling and the crown princess 
got to know each other in 2001. They announced their engagement 
at the Royal Palace in Stockholm on Tuesday 24 February, 2009. The 
wedding took place on 19 June, 2010 in Storkyrkan in Stockholm. On 23 
February 2012 Princess Estelle was born. On 2 March 2016 The Crown 
Princess and Prince Daniel had a son, Prince Oscar.

Prince Daniel is the youngest child of Ewa and Olle Westling. He has 
one older sister, Anna Westling Söderström. Prince Daniel lives at Haga 
Palace with the crown princess, Princess Estelle, and Prince Oscar. Prince 
Daniel attended Rabo Primary School and Perslunda School in Ockelbo, 
and later Hammar Upper Secondary School in Sandviken. He graduated 
from upper secondary school in 1991. Prince Daniel spent many of his 
summers working, including at a home for the elderly in Ockelbo. 

After graduating from upper secondary school, The Prince worked 
within elderly care in Ockelbo again while waiting to begin his military 
service. He carried out his military service at I14 in Gävle. When he had 
completed his military service, Prince Daniel worked for just over a year 
at a school and recreation centre for children with special needs. Prince 
Daniel moved to Stockholm in 1994 to study at the Lillsved Sports Folk 
High School. He studied the youth recreation leader programme here 
from 1994-1996, focusing on sport.

Prince Daniel worked for a fitness company while studying at folk high 
school. After completing his course he began working for the fitness 
company full-time. While working at the fitness company, The Prince 
also taught on a course for personal trainers and body building coaches. 
Prince Daniel started his own company in 1997 and worked as a consult-
ant in the fitness industry. He then went on to run his own gym, Master 
Training, together with a colleague. Master Training expanded and now 
has two gyms in central Stockholm. 
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Greenhouse gases trap heat 
and make the planet warmer. 
Human activities are respon-
sible for almost all of the 
increase in greenhouse gases in 

the atmosphere over the last 150 years. The 
largest source of greenhouse gas emissions 
from human activities is from burning fossil 
fuels for electricity, heat, and transportation.

Since 1990, gross greenhouse gas emissions 
have increased by about 2 percent. From 
year to year, emissions can rise and fall due 
to changes in the economy, the price of fuel, 
and other factors. In 2016, greenhouse gas 
emissions decreased compared to 2015 levels. 
This decrease was largely driven by a decrease 
in emissions from fossil fuel combustion, 
which was a result of multiple factors in-
cluding substitution from coal to natural gas 
consumption in the electric power sector; 
warmer winter conditions that reduced 

demand for heating fuel in the residential 
and commercial sector

Global carbon emissions reached an all-
time high in 2018, an extraordinary water-
mark in Earth’s history that underscores the 
need for faster and stronger action to address 
accelerating climate change, according to 
dozens of scientists. Global carbon dioxide 
emissions from burning fossil fuels are likely 
to have increased by about 2.7 percent in 
2018, after a 1.6 percent increase in 2017. 
The rise comes after a three-year period in 
which emissions remained mostly flat—pro-
viding hope to some climate activists that 
global carbon emissions had reached their 
peak. The increases in 2017 and 2018 seem 
to suggest otherwise.

The scientists project that fossil-fuel-related 
carbon dioxide emissions will hit a record 
high of 37.1 billion metric tons by the end of 
this year. And they estimate that total carbon 
dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere 
will also hit their highest level ever, at 407 
parts per million—about 45 percent higher 
than their preindustrial levels. [Current] 
energy and climate policies are not sufficient 
to overcome the growth in economic activity 

or energy-use growth. So there’s no other 
alternative but to ramp up policies, basically, 
otherwise emissions will keep rising. The 
projections come during a season of urgent 
international discussions about the action 
required to meet the targets of the Paris 
climate agreement.

It is required to keep global temperatures 
within a 1.5 degrees Celsius target. Global 
carbon emissions will need to fall 50 percent 
by 2030 and reach net zero by 2050. The 
rate at which nations would need to reduce 
their emissions each year in order to reach 
those targets becomes steeper, and less at-
tainable, every year that emissions continue 
to rise.

As per UN report on emissions gap or the 
mismatch between the Paris climate targets 
and the actions nations are actually taking 
to reach them. It confirms that the climate 
action pledged by nations is “inadequate to 
bridge the emissions gap” and that if actions 
are not strengthened before 2030, the 1.5 C 
target will slip out of reach. Overall, it sug-
gests that current Paris commitments would 
need to be tripled to reach a 2 C target and 
increased fivefold to reach the 1.5 C target.

One
Planet Summit
Developing Renewable Energy & Protecting Biodiversity
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The African continent is responsible for 
merely 4 percent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, 65 percent of the continent’s 
estimated population of 1,3 billion people is 
considered to be directly impacted by climate 
change.  AN HOUR east of Johannesburg, 
on the rolling highveld plains, six massive 
cooling towers sit around two belching 
smokestacks. The Kendal power station 
(pictured) is among the world’s largest, 
producing 4.1 gigawatts (GW) from burning 
coal. A few kilometres down the road there 
is another coal-fired plant, Duvha, which is 
only slightly smaller. An even bigger one, 
Kusile, is under construction next door.

When sub-Saharan Africa comes up in 
discussions of climate change, it is almost 
invariably in the context of adapting to the 
consequences, such as worsening droughts. 
That makes sense. The region is responsible 
for just 7.1% of the world’s greenhouse-gas 
emissions, despite being home to 14% of its 
people. Most African countries do not emit 
much carbon dioxide. Yet there are some 
notable exceptions.

In this backdrop, global leaders, entrepre-
neurs, international organizations, and civil 
society met in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi to 
help accelerate focus and attention on climate 
investments in line with the Paris Agreement 
objectives. The stakeholders met under the 
auspices of the One Planet Summit (OPS), 
which also focuses on promoting renewable 
energies, fostering resilience and adaptation 
and protecting biodiversity in the continent. 
French President, Emmanuel Macron, and 
his Kenyan counterpart, Uhuru Kenyatta, as 
well as World Bank Group Interim President 
Kristalina Georgieva and UN Deputy Secre-
tary General Amina Mohammed, co-chaired 
the conference.

The first regional edition of the One Planet 
Summit highlighted Africa’s role as a global 
partner with respect to innovative solutions 
for adaptation and resilience, and focused on 
renewable energy access and the protection 
of African ecosystems to foster and support 
sustainable growth while improving the 
resilience of vulnerable populations.

The ‘One Planet Summit in Nairobi: Africa 

Pledge’ held on the sidelines of the fourth 
session of the UN Environment Assembly 
(UNEA-4) and brought together representa-
tives from government, the private sector, 
civil society, financial institutions and 
academia. Participants showcased successes 
and new initiatives, forged new coalitions 
and partnerships, and announced new com-
mitments to develop renewable energy and 
protect biodiversity in Africa. The meeting 
sought to build momentum ahead of the UN 
Secretary-General’s 2019 Climate Summit in 
September.

Participants agreed on the Nairobi Call for 
Action on the Conservation and Preserva-
tion of Forests in Africa, which calls on all 
stakeholders to: undertake voluntary actions 
that contribute to halting deforestation; map 
key priority areas to preserve and identify ac-
tivities that are undermining forest 
sustainability; and elaborate 
strategies for implementa-
tion, bringing together 
nat ional  and loca l 
authorities, the private 

sector and local communities.
During the Summit, the World Bank Group 

(WBG) announced plans to scale up climate 
action in Africa through USD 22.5 billion 
in new finance for the period 2021-2025. 
More than half of the financing will support 
adaptation and resilience in Africa. The 
funding is part of the WBG’s 2025 Targets 
to Step Up Climate Action, launched in 
December 2018 during the Katowice Climate 
Change Conference to help African countries 
manage climate risks while unlocking new 
investment opportunities.

Investment and innovation to harness 
nature could provide up to one third of emis-
sion reductions between now and 2030 to 
keep global warming under 2°C. In addition, 
the World Bank will help Rwanda and Kenya 
accelerate implementation of, and raise the 
level of ambition for, their Nationally De-
termined Contributions (NDCs) by helping 
to mainstream and institutionalize climate 
adaptation and mitigation across and within 
development sectors and governance levels.

The African Development Bank (AfDB) 

announced its intent to, inter alia: commit at 
least USD 25 billion towards climate finance 
for the period 2020-2025; support African 
financial institutions to align financial 
flows with the Paris Agreement on climate 
change; and launch the ‘Green Baseload’ 
facility to provide concessional finance and 
technical assistance to support penetration 
and scale-up of renewable energy to displace 
coal generation. The Bank also pledged to 
build the world’s largest solar zone across the 
Sahel and provide electricity for 250 million 
people, through ‘Desert to Power,’ and to 
provide technical assistance to 30 African 
countries to support NDC integration into 
the SDGs and national development plans.

Addressing the Summit, UN Deputy 
Secretary-General, Amina Mohammed, 
highlighted the need to: invest in green, sus-
tainable infrastructure and finance; respond 

to the needs of the younger generation, and 
view climate action as an opportunity 

to deliver jobs and economic security; 
leverage the digital revolution for 
climate action, and ask digital and 
internet companies to power their 
new infrastructure and data centers 
with clean energy; and invest and 

innovate to harness nature, which 
could provide up to one third of emis-

sion reductions between now and 2030 
to keep the global average temperature rise 
to less than 2°C above preindustrial levels.

The Summit was convened by Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta, French President 
Emmanuel Macron, Interim WBG President 
Kristalina Georgieva and UN Deputy Secre-
tary-General Mohammed. The One Planet 
Summit is an initiative of the Government 
of France, launched in partnership with the 
UN, WBG and Bloomberg.

At the same time the fourth session of 
United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) concluded with a strong commit-
ment and pledge by delegates who attended 
it to speed up their actions toward protect-
ing the Earth’s degraded resources. Despite 
starting under the shadow of the Ethiopian 
Airlines crash that killed 157 people, includ-
ing at least 21 UN staff, the five-day event 
saw successful discussions and commitments 
by the delegates to a more sustainable path.

Joyce Msuya, acting executive director of 
the UN Environment Program, said the week 
was productive, with governments agreeing 
on the way forward on a range of issues, from 
marine litter, micro-plastics, gender and 
environment, to sustainable consumption. 
Noting that the assembly brought together 
almost 5,000 delegates from countries that 
widely vary in economic circumstances, 
ecosystem, cultural, resources, history and 
politics, she said reaching the agreement was 
not an easy process.

Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe 
& Coordinator Center of Pakistan and 

International Relations (COPAIR)
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From Colony to Nation — 
State to Globalization

BRIGADIER TAHIR MEHMOOD

Our world does not have a long his-
tory; if not in religious sense then 
at least in political and economic 
evolution. The Paleolithic phase 
(Old Stone Age) entered into 

Neolithic phase (New Stone Age) around 10, 
000 B.C. The hunter gatherers started agricul-
ture around 8000 B.C. and it was the yield of 
surplus grain that gave rise to trade between the 
tillers in the suburbs and the city dwellers who 
were mainly manufacturers of Bronze Age. This 
period being insignificant till 2100 B.C. once 
Hammurabi of Babylon introduced the earliest 
law code.

There existed in these times the oldest civiliza-
tions like Mesopotamian (3500 B.C.), Egyptian 
(3000 B.C.) and Harrapan (2500 B.C.). The 
Greek City States and Iranian empire strug-
gled around 700 B.C. to 300 B.C. The Roman 
Empire – replacing Roman Republic – was 
founded in 27 B.C. and perished in 476 A.D. The 
various religions like Confucianism, Buddhism, 
Jainism, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity 

and Islam emerged from 600 B.C. to 600 A.D. 
The known history from this moment onwards 
was dominated by the kings and monarch in 
all parts of the world and among followers of 
all religions.

Then began the phase of colonialism from the 
15th century and lasted (in physical domain) 
till 20th century. However, the critics are of the 
view that the colonialism continues till to-date 
in the form of neo-colonialism. In April 1492, 
Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I 
of Castile, after ending Muslims’ rule in Spain, 
despatched Christopher Columbus on a sea 
voyage that culminated on discovery of Ameri-
can continent. Only five years later, on 8 July 
1497, Portuguese King Manuel sent Vasco da 
Gama – in command of four ships and 170 men 
– on a mission that took him to found India.

The rest is history. In following centuries, 
Portugal, Spain, England, France, Netherlands, 
Belgium, Germany and Italy were able to colo-
nize almost entire America, Africa and most part 
of the Asia. Those who got colonized were more 
in numbers, fought in their own lands, but were 
vanquished by usually a smaller minority from 
European peninsula.

Historian Niall Ferguson in his book “Civili-
zation: The West and the Rest” has found six 
factors in this rise of the West. These are: 1) 

competition; 2) science; 3) property rights; 4) 
medicines; 5) the consumer society; and, 6) the 
work ethic (p.12). The West passed through 
various stages like Renaissance (13th century), 
Reformation (16th century), Enlightenment 
(late 18th century), and, Industrial Revolution 
(18th century). During all these phases, differ-
ent phenomena were taking place, like: struggle 
for individual freedom, rise of a trading class, 
reducing the powers of monarchs and kings, 
secularization of politics, emergence of the 
nation-state etc.

During this period, the French Revolution 
(1789) and American Revolution (1776) took 
place that ushered in the lasting notions of 
a responsible republic and a representative 
government. In 1776, Adam Smith wrote “An 
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
Wealth of Nations” that gave birth to capital-
ism. He prophesied that serving the individual 
interest would actually promote the collective 
interest through an ‘invisible hand’. Karl Marx 
contrarily wrote “The Communist Manifesto” 
in 1848 and “Das Kapital” in 1867 that battled 
against unbridled forces of capitalism.

John Locke, Rousseau and Voltaire wrote 
treatises that advocated for democracy and more 
republican form of the government. These were 
the formative years of the West when citizens 

In-Focus
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learnt to live through the notions of democracy, 
work ethics and, of obligations and duties being 
citizen of a nation-state. Capitalism and the 
capitalists were soon to realize that the worker 
was also a consumer and his interests were to 
be protected. Therefore, wages raised, working 
conditions improved and the consumer was 
protected to a level that the interests of owners 
were not hurt. The inner debate and dialogue in 
the societies continued for the good of citizenry.

The very people participated and evolved 
percepts of a better and powerful world that 
others could not resist and were colonized. The 
wars by the kings abhorred, and the national 
wars fought, eventually convinced the warrior 
nations to find peaceful norms of competition 
and survival. In nutshell, the kings were rejected 
by the society, freedom was won by the indi-
vidual, economy and politics was transformed 
to a degree that the West achieved edge on 
other parts of the world. The occupation of vast 
colonial empires in far off lands is testimony to 
this superior edge over others.

Contrarily to the spirit of these times, a focus 
on the subcontinent and overall Muslim world 
would reveal a different trend and direction 
of societal movement till these were colonized 
by the West. These societies appear victim of 
a deadly status quo. These never yearned for a 
change: a change in the form of government 
from the kingdoms to the republic, the economy 
that aspires to expand under new rules than 
mere slouching at a subsistence level, a popula-
tion agitating for more individual freedom 
than merely accepting the kings’ rule as a fate 
accompli, an education system that is based 
on scientific critical enquiry and evidence than 
mere emulation and acceptance, and a culture 
that promotes work ethics, savings and invest-
ment than mere luxurious display of individual 
idiosyncrasies. Except territorial and hereditary 
wars, the history of these societies has left no 
trace of a worthwhile political or economic 
debate in these lost centuries.

Emulation and repetition continued in the 
name of scholarship after 13th century. In 1500, 
there were more than 200 printing press in 
Germany alone, whereas in 1515, Turk king 
Sultan Salim 1 had issued a death sentence 
decree for anyone using the printing press. The 
male and female literacy rate in Paris by 1789 
was 90 per cent and 80 per cent respectively 
when female literacy at mass level was hitherto 
an unknown concept in the Muslim world. They 
were colonized being inferior in knowledge and 
warfare in later centuries.

Then began the resistance and struggle phase 
for the independence of the colonial world. 
The colonial societies were familiarized only 
with history of kingships and their glorious 
wars. However, the colonial masters were in 
no mood to restore the old kingships and their 
empires. Meanwhile, a small segment from the 
colonial populace had also emerged that aspired 
for creation of new nation-states based on 
democratic form of the government. The World 
War I, World War II and the rise of America 
also influenced the course of history toward 

decolonization by the former masters.
There emerged new nation-states that were still 

inhabited by a majority that was hardly prepared 
for the experiments of democracy, free market, 
individual freedom and rule of law. In absence 
of such essential institutions, the common at-
tractions for the majority were family bondage, 
tribal lineage, ethnic and linguistic affinity, and 
sectarian factionalism. These colonies wavered 
betwteen authoritarian regimes to democratic 
governments in search of progress and develop-
ment. However, till to-date former colonies stand 
far short of the desired goals and are mostly 
dependent on former masters. The old tribal 
mindset is often at display and not an exception. 

They have yet to learn that the authority is the 
law, or, the law is the authority.  And, now these 
societies also face the ever growing challenges of 
Globalization.The globalization phenomenon 
has been given impetus by introduction of new 
technologies and advent of the Information Age. 
The transportation and information means have 
virtually reduced all types of distances and bar-
riers. The citizens of nation-states are no more 
restricted, shielded or blinded by the state fron-
tiers rather they live in a world of ‘mirror-image’. 
The societies and individual not only see each 
other but also compare. This certainly has given 
rise to expectation, demands and aspirations. 
The ‘local’ phenomenon still exists but there is 

also a rise of universalism in culture, media, food, 
dress, language, and awareness.

The manifestation can be seen in evolution of 
global systems: political system is getting shaped 
around democracy, economic globalization 
around free market, global climate regimes, 
global nuclear non-proliferation, and global 
trade regimes etc. Now the questions arise: 1) 
Whether these former colonies are prepared to 
take part in this globalization process? 2) Have 
these societies passed through the formative 
periods when individual freedom and repre-
sentative government is outcome of a societal 
evolution than mere imported but alien norms? 
3)

Will the ‘mirror-image’ of a globalized world 
put these former colonial societies in a long 
internal conflict till settling of political, economic 
and cultural contradictions? 4) Will these socie-
ties enter into a conflict mode with the former 
masters, or failing would lead to a frustrated 
response from few agitated individuals? The 
questions are numerous and the answers 
unpredictable. However, one thing is obvious 
that centuries lost during middle ages cannot be 
regained in few years by mere desires, dreams, 
agitation, or at worst, internal violence.

If the causes and reasons for the rise of one civi-
lization are based on individual freedom, genuine 
representative and participatory governments, 
economic liberalization and decentralization, 
universal education, gender indiscrimination 
and rule of law, the other civilization would have 
to either find new paradigms for the progress 
and development, or, follow the suit. Till that 
destiny, they will have to live through the times 
with patience, work earnestly, and, maintain 
stability and internal cohesion. If there is only a 
hollow desire of self-rise in these former colonial 
societies, then nothing is a better choice than 
wait and pray for the others’ fall as a process of 
change by the Nature that occurs in centuries 
and millennia.

Courtesy Hilal
https://www.hilal.gov.pk/eng-article/

from-colony-to-nation-state-to-globalization/
MTUzMw==.html

Will the ‘mirror-image’ 
of a globalized world 
put these former 
colonial societies in a 
long internal conflict 
till settling of political, 
economic and cultural 
contradictions?
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Pakistan-China Trade 
and Investment Forum

China reiterates resolve to Pakistan’s bright future

Naveed Hussain Naqvi

Chinese Ambassador Yao Jing 
has said that the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) will 
play a key role in the economic 
revival of the country, and the 

projects under it will lead to future economic 
growth. A delegation of 28 Chinese business 
enterprises, led by Chairman of Council for 
Promotion South-South Cooperation, Lv 
Xinhua, is in Pakistan to explore various 
investment opportunities in Pakistan, in light 
of CPEC. The Chairman was the Chief Guest 
at the event.

While addressing the Pakistan-China Trade 
and Investment Forum in Islamabad organ-
ized by Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), Ambas-
sador Yao Jing reiterated Chinese commit-
ment in Pakistan’s bright future saying Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s vision of ‘Naya Paki-
stan’ aims at making the country a stronger 
economy in future and China supports 
Pakistan in its economic revival through 
projects like China Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC).

On the occasion, Chairman of Council 
for Promotion South-South Cooperation 
(CPSSC) of China Lv Xinhua who was lead-
ing a delegation representing 28 Chinese 
business enterprises and a total of 40 entities 
was the chief guest on the occasion. He is in 
Pakistan to assess and interact with the local 
business companies, officials of the BoI and 
Ministry of commerce & trade etc.

Chairman Board of Investment (BoI) 
Haroon Sharif presided over the forum. In 
his welcome address FPCCI senior vice presi-
dent said FPCCI is the apex body of entire 

trade and industry of Pakistan and is actively 
pursuing CPEC Development Agenda. The 
forum was participated by a large number 
of Chinese business companies and entities 
working in China as well as Pakistan.

Chairman BOI Haroon Sharif while 
welcoming the Chinese business and trade 
delegation said Pakistan a young market of 
200 million offered much promise to the 
Chinese companies. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, he said, himself is taking feedback 
on CPEC and its various stages. BOI has 
set up a dedicated unit only to look after the 
Chinese friends, traders and businessmen, 
he announced. Admitting there are some 
difficulties in starting business but he assured 
very soon they (Chinese companies) would 
see a marked difference.

He said Pakistan offers huge trade, business 
and investment opportunities to Chinese 
business companies and enterprises and its 
special economic zones (SEZs) are open to 
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foreign companies and entrepreneurs who 
can safely invest there with tax exemptions 
and other concessions by the government of 
Pakistan.

He said there were immense opportunities 
and countless incentives under CPEC that 
include one-time exemption from duty and 
taxes on import of plant and machinery for 
developers and enterprises. it also includes 
five-year tax holiday on income accruable in 
relation to the development and operation 
of the SEZ for the developer. The tax exemp-
tion also includes ten-year tax holiday for 
enterprises on income accruable in relation 
to the production and operations started by 
June 30, 2020 and thereafter tax holiday for 
enterprises would be admissible.

Chinese government stressed on more 
economic and commercial ties with Pakistan. 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
has now been translated into a physical form. 
The more cooperation between private sectors 
of the two countries will lower the manufac-
turing cost.

A day later while addressing Pak China 
business opportunity conference organized 
by Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) Chinese Ambassador Yao 
Jing said that the time has come for joint 
ventures and cooperation between the private 
sectors of the countries. Both countries are 
enjoying great friendly relationships and we 
need to explore more opportunities. Chinese 
government is encouraging its private sector 
for more collaboration with Pakistanis 
companies. He appreciated RCCI efforts for 
promoting trade and business activities in the 
region. He expressed hope for more business 
to business meetings in near future.

Lyu Xinhua, Chairman of the Council 
for Promoting South-South Cooperation 
(CPSSC) and Former Vice Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of People’s Republic of China also ad-
dressed the conference. Chinese investors are 
keen to invest in energy, Cement,  electricity, 
environment protection, textile and chemical 
sectors, he said. CPEC offers immense trade 
and business opportunities to the enterprises 
and business entities of both countries and 
through this mega project more incentives 
and initiatives will keep flowing for the good 
of the entire region, he added.

Earlier, President RCCI Malik Shahid 
Saleem in his address said that we recognize 
CPEC as a game changer and we strongly 
believed that joint ventures with Chinese 
Companies will usher new avenues of co-
operation and improve our trade ties. The 
joint ventures between Chinese and Pakistani 
companies will increase the ownership of the 
key stakeholders, he added. The more we have 
local ownership in the projects the more it 
will be successful.

He said Pakistan’s economy offered great 
potential to Chinese investors for joint ven-
tures and investments. He said CPEC would 
be mutually beneficial for Pakistan and China 
and would ensure level playing field for the 

businessmen and investors of both countries. 
B2B meetings were also organized on the oc-
casion where business representatives from 
the private sectors got a chance to meet their 
counterparts in respective fields.

It is pertinent to note here that in a separate 

interaction with business representatives of 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, Yao Jing,has stressed upon the local busi-
ness community to take active participation 
in CPEC projects as it offered them great po-
tential to maximize business prospects from 
this historic mega development project. Yao 
Jing said that Pakistani private sector should 
gear up for joint ventures and investment in 
the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) being 
established in Pakistan under CPEC project 
as SEZs would offer them good scope for JVs 
and partnerships with Chinse counterparts.

He said China has achieved fast economic 
development and Pakistan should take benefit 
from Chinese experience for accelerating its 
economic growth by developing close coop-
eration with China.  He said the trade balance 
between China and Pakistan was heavily in 
favor of China and Pakistani business com-
munity should step up efforts to further 
improve trade and exports with China. He 
assured that he would like to work with ICCI 
to promote strong connectivity between the 
private sectors of China and Pakistan.

In recent days Ambassador Yao Jing paid 
a visit to  visited Rashakai Special Economic 
Zone. A statement issued in this regard stated 
that Ambassador Yao Jing visited on site fa-
cilitation centre of Rashakai SEZ. He was ac-
companied by officials of the Economic Zones 
Development and Management Company 
(EZDMC) and China Road and Bridge Cor-
poration (CRBC). He was given a briefing on 
the location plan, field studies and approach 
road of the zone.

Yao appreciated the location and stressed on 
the importance of RSEZ in China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. Earlier, a joint venture 
agreement between the EZDMC and CRBC 
to develop 1,000 acres Rashakai SEZ was 
signed by the company’s CEO Saeed Ahmed 
and senior management of CRBC in Beijing 
in Nov 2018.

It said that the SEZ would be a modern eco-
nomic zone offering excellent infrastructure 
and amenities to the industrialists. According 
to the agreement, CRBC will be responsible 
for marketing the zone locally and interna-
tionally. As part of its marketing efforts, it is 
in advance stages of inviting local investors 
and Chinese large-scale manufacturers to 
invest in the zone.

The writer is working as Associate Editor 
with Mélange’ & ‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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International Women’s Day at Serena Hotels
Serena Hotels hosted a breakfast morning to celebrate International Women’s Day and to honour the women from all walks of life. Huge numbers of women 
from the twin cities showed up, comprising of diplomatic community, international agencies,  The Chief Guest for the occasion was the First Lady, Madam Samina 
Arif Alvi, while Miss Kashmala Tariq, The Federal Ombudsperson for Protection against Harassment of Women at the Workplaces also graced the occasion. The 
objective of the International  Women’s Day is to celebrate the struggle for women’s rights in the economic, social, political, and cultural domain, to reaffirm 
women’s solidarity in the struggle for peace and to show what women have achieved. The theme for IWD 2019 was Balance for Better, and acknowledged the 
growing global movement of advocacy, inclusion and support surrounding gender parity, and encouraged people to continue the vocal fight for balance. The 
First Lady said at the occasion, “Women are very powerful and need to be given an environment where they can rise together and explore their skills. 
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63rd Tunisian Independence Day marked
The Embassy of Tunisia hosted a lavish reception to celebrate the 63rd Tunisian Independence Day, here at a local hotel. A number of foreign 
diplomats, dignitaries, government officials and others graced the occasion. Ambassador of Tunisia to Pakistan M Adel Elarbi and his spouse 
welcomed the guests. Federal Minister for National Food Security Sahibzada Muhammad Mehboob Sultan was the chief guest on the occasion. A 
cake cutting ceremony was also held on the occasion. In his message on the day, Adel Elarbi said Tunisia commemorates the 63rd anniversary of 
Independence on March 20th, 2019. It is a glorious anniversary to commemorate the struggle of Tunisians for their freedom and dignity. Since the 
independence, Tunisia has achieved remarkable accomplishments in several sectors particularly in the health and education fields. This policy is 
attributed to the wise vision pursued by many Tunisian leaders including the leader Habib Bourgiba, the founding father of the Republic of Tunisia.
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Appreciation for Editor-in-Chief The Asian Telegraph
Iranians on Thursday celebrated the annual Nowruz holiday that marks the Persian New Year and the arrival of spring. A special celebration ceremony 
was hosted by Iranian Embassy to celebrate new year Nowruz and the birth anniversary of Hazrat Ali AS. A large number of Iranians along with their 
families gathered at Embassy of Iran, a dinner was served to them, gifts and Eidi distributed among the children and all the participants. On this 
occasion, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran presented a certificate of appreciation to Editor-in-Chief of Melange and The Asian Telegraph, 
Amna Malik in recognition of her contribution in the issuance of Melange Magazine Special Report on the commemoration of 40th Anniversary of 
the glorious victory of Islamic Revolution of Iran. Also distributed the prizes among the winners of an essay and painting competition, The Asian 
Telegraph writer Irum Naqvi also won a prize in this essay competition.
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Women’s safety to reflect Pakistan’s true sense: president
Pakistan could not become Islamic Republic of Pakistan in true sense unless women feel safe in public and private domains, said President Dr Arif Alvi 
while addressing an event organised to commemorate International Women Day. Organised by the Federal Ombudsman Secretariat for Protection against 
Harassment (FOSPAH), the event titled ‘Inclusion not Seclusion’ was attended by a large number of people, including parliamentarians, diplomats, 
government officials, civil society representatives, academia and media. Dr Arif Alvi urged all segments of the society to play their role in ensuring women 
rights and instead of merely providing lip service, take practical steps for financial independence of women. We agree to protection and provision of women 
rights, but the same concept is not implemented in the society. The Federal Ombudsperson on Harassment against Women, Kashmala Tariq, said that 
International Women’s Day is an occasion to celebrate the achievements and contributions of women. 
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SCO; Future Prospects & 
Regional Connectivity
Resolution of Kashmir issue must for regional peace: FS Janjua

SAIMA ZAMAN

Pakistan has emphasized the need 
for resolution of Kashmir dispute 
for durable peace in the region, as 
she appreciated the role of interna-
tional community in de-escalation 

of tension between Pakistan and India.
Speaking at a conference titled Shanghai Co-

operation Organization; Future Prospects and 
Regional Connectivity, organized by Centre for 
Global and Strategic Studies (CGSS), Foreign 
Secretary Tehmina Janjua said that resolu-
tion of Kashmir dispute was indispensable for 
peace in the region. The Conference had the 
participation of the SCO Member and Ob-
server States. The host President CGSS Major 
General Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery stated that 
SCO was a powerful platform for partnerships 
to promote peace, to build mutual trust, and 
spur economic development for shared pros-
perity with the confidence that we would be 
able to change the world for the better.

Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua as the 
Chief Guest of the occasion presented her 

views on Role of Pakistan in Regional Peace 
and Prosperity and stated that the region is 
transforming from unipolar to multipolar 
world. Russia and China are the significant 
players of the region. The demand and growth 
ration is very importance for the interstate 
relations. Pakistan is playing important role in 
eliminating the menace of terrorism from the 
region. She vowed to cooperate and enhance 
the relations with the P5 countries. Talking 
about Indo-Pak relations, she stated that the 
upcoming elections in India cannot determi-
nate the future of this region. 

She said Pakistan desired resolution of the 
lingering dispute of Jammu and Kashmir 
through dialogue and in accordance with the 
UN Security Council resolutions. Referring to 
the recent escalation in tension between Paki-
stan and India, the foreign secretary Pakistan 
being a responsible state, responded to India 
with determination, patience and responsibly 
in the post Pulwama situations.

She said Pakistan briefed the P5 [perma-
nent five of UN Security Council] countries 
about Pakistan’s position. She also referred 
to the steps taken by Pakistan to reduce the 
tension including returning back of high 
commissioners, resumption of the service 
of Samjhauta Express and the upcoming 

dialogue on Kartarpur Corridor on March 14.
She also appreciated the role of the world 

community in de-escalating tension between 
the two neighbouring countries. She said that 
development and prosperity was only possible 
through peace and stability in the region. She 
also stated that the upcoming elections in 
India could not determinate the future of the 
region.

Tehmina Janjua stated that the region 
was transforming from uni-polar to multi-
polar world, with Russia and China being the 
significant players of the region. She stated 
that the demand and growth ration was very 
important for the interstate relations. She 
said Pakistan was playing important role in 
eliminating the menace of terrorism from the 
region.

For the restoration of peace and stability 
in Afghanistan, she said Pakistan had taken 
several peace inactivates and had taken US, 
China and Russia on board and had forced 
the international powers to initiate peace 
dialogues. She said that durable peace in 
Afghanistan was only possible through intra-
Afghan dialogue, adding Afghan people them-
selves have to decide their future and Pakistan 
is always ready to facilitate the Afghan peace 
and reconciliation process.”
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Referring to Eastern borders, she stated that 
Pakistan was currently facing the issue of drug 
trafficking and radicalization, but ‘we have 
struggled hard to eliminates these factors suc-
cessfully and have transformed Pakistan into 
a peaceful country and tourist destination’.

The speaker from China, Professor Sun 
Zhuangzhi - Director of the Institute of Rus-
sian, Eastern European, Central Asia Studies 
and Secretary General of Center for Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization Study, Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China ad-
dressed the participants of the Conference on 

“The Strategic Positioning and Development 
Direction of the Expanded SCO”. He stated 
that it is necessary to position the SCO as a 
new type of regional cooperation organization 
at the international level. The expanded SCO 
should not change its current way and focus 
of work. 

The speaker from Russia, Dr. Leonid Gusev - 
Expert, Moscow State Institute of Internation-
al Relations, Moscow, Russia presented speech 
on “The fight against terrorist organizations 
in the countries of Central Asia, members of 
SCO. Connections with terrorist organizations 
in the Middle East”.  Representing Pakistan, 
Ambassador Syed Hasan Javed - Director, 
Chinese Studies Centre, School Of Social Sci-
ences and Humanities (S3H), National Uni-
versity of Science and Technology, Islamabad 
presented speech on “SCO’s Future Discourse 
and Opportunities for the Region”. He stated 
that SCO is romance of three civilizations 
and I recommend that there should be an 
advisory board comprising of members who 
have knowledge of three regional language i.e. 
English, Russian and Chinese. We must sign 
trade agreements to remove trade barriers and 
ease in the visa regimes. 

From Uzbekistan, Bakhtiyor Mustafayev 
- Head of The Institute for Strategic and 
Regional Studies (ISRS) under the President 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan presented speech on “Multilateral 
Security cooperation to address the security 
issues in the region”. He stated that positive 
experience has been achieved in jointly solving 
the intra-regional security problems in various 
fields. Uzbekistan with Tajikistan and Kyrgyz 
Republic signed the plan of complex measures 
for 2018 – 2019 on the issues. It is important 
to determine the main areas of cooperation 
with regional and international organizations 
in the field of regional security. 

Representing Kazakhstan, Arman Tynabek, 

Deputy Head of Missions, Embassy of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan presented 
speech on “Prospects of intra-regional trade 
in the SCO region”. He stated that SCO is 
emerging as one of the significant multilat-
eral platform in the region as it vows to fight 
the real time challenges being faced by the 
member states. 

From Kyrgyz Republic, Mr. Seitzhan Apy-
shev, Adviser to Director, National Institute 
for Strategic Studies of the Kyrgyz Republic 
(NISS KR), Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic pre-
sented speech on “Multilateral Cooperation 
in Cultural Exchange”.

He stated that cooperation in the field of 
culture is one of the most important activates 
of SCO as it helps to strengthen long-term 
good neighborliness, friendship and coop-
eration between our traditionally close friends 
not only geographically, but also in spirit of 
peoples and countries.

Zahoor Ahmed, Additional Secretary, 
National Coordinator of Pakistan for SCO, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, stated that in this 
ever-changing world, achieving peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity was the main predicament 
which was solved by SCO.

He said SCO emerged as a natural platform 
and representative of 3.2 billion people and 
it formed a universal model and was not 
developed against any other country. He said 
SCO had a greater potential to forge strong 
ties between regional states and Pakistan 
could contribute to the SCO forum by sharing 
its experiences of fight against terrorism and 
being a significant part of the UN peacekeep-
ing missions.

Maj Gen Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery (retd), 
President CGSS, in his address, stated “SCO 
is a powerful platform for partnerships to pro-
mote peace, to build mutual trust, and spur 
economic development for shared prosperity 
with the confidence that we would be able to 
change the world for the better.”

Seitzhan Apyshev, Adviser to Director, 
National Institute for Strategic Studies of the 
Kyrgyz Republic (NISS KR), Bishkek, Kyrgyz 
Republic, said that cooperation in the field 
of culture was one of the most important 
activates of SCO as it helped to strengthen 
long-term good neighbourliness, friendship 
and cooperation between our traditionally 
close friends not only geographically, but also 
in spirit of peoples and countries.

Prof Elena Dostanko, head of Academic Af-
fairs Unit, Belarusian State University, Minsk, 
Belarus, stated that SCO was an organization 
which is aimed at achieving closer cooperation 
in the region. She pointed out that mega pro-
jects like CPEC, BRI and Eurasian economic 
region had huge potential for the economic 
stability of the region. That sectoral coop-
eration boosts the relations among regional 
states, she added.

Syed Majid Ghafelehbashi, senior research 
fellow, Institute of Political and International 
Studies (IPIS), Tehran, Iran, stated that like 
SCO, Iranian foreign policy was also focused 
at multilateralism and have an advancing 
neighborhood policy. Lt Gen Naeem Khalid 
Lodhi (retd), former Federal Minister of 
Defence, stated that there is need of geo-
strategy for the flow of resources across the 
region. He said through the platform of SCO 
we must promote positive and stronger image 
of Pakistan to defend ourselves.

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 

communication & media sciences.
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Pakistan and Tunisia enjoy excellent relations as they are deep 
rooted in the heart of two brotherly people just because of the 
fact that Pakistan extended huge support to Tunisia during 
its struggle for independence. The relations between both the 
countries are characterized by exchange of high level visits and 

coordination in the international organizations especially in the organiza-
tion of Islamic conference ( OIC) and United Nations ( UN). Both the 
countries established of diplomatic relations 1957; Pakistani embassy 
opened in Tunis in1958 and Tunisian embassy opened in Islamabad in 
1980. Similarly, the first session of bilateral consultations was held in 
Tunis in 2010.

These cordial relations are being further promoted and cemented 
with each and every passing day and Tunisian Ambassador His Excel-
lency Adel ELARBI is playing excellent role in this connection by being 
dynamic and active on diplomatic fronts here in Islamabad.  He is one 
of the most popular Islamabad based foreign diplomat not only in the 
diplomatic corps but Pakistani high officials too. Adel ELARBI is a career 
diplomat; from 1999 to 2004, he served at the Tunisian Consulate in 
Montreal, Canada. From 2007 to 2012, he served at the Embassy of 
the Republic of Tunisia to the Netherlands. Prior to his nomination, 
he was in charge of the Directorate for Legal Affairs at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Ambassador ELARBI speaks Arabic, French, English 
and Spanish.

According to him, Tunisia and Pakistan enjoy brotherly and important 
mutual relations in the different fields of cooperation and a long tradition 
of coordination in the international forums at the multilateral stage. The 
exchange of high level visits between the two countries and its frequency 
reflects the close ties between the two governments and brotherly peoples. 
There is a common willingness between Tunisia and Pakistan to inten-
sify their relations of cooperation in all domains and to build a mutually 

beneficial and productive relationship. He is also highly optimistic about 
promotion of  look forward your active and constructive interaction with 
this platform to enhance the Tunisian - Pakistani mutual relations and 
hope you will contribute to enrich this site with your valuable suggestions, 
ideas and comments.

He is very popular with Pakistani high authorities as well as political 
leadership as he always talks about promotion of bilateral trade, economic 
and strategic cooperation between Pakistan and Tunisia. In April last 
year, he called on Advisor on National Security Naseer Khan Janjua and 
discussed ways to further enhance bilateral ties. Matters regarding security 
and stability of South Asia and Africa also came under discussion during 
the meeting.

He highlighted that because of its location Tunisia can be helpful for 
Pakistan in providing an easy access to European and African countries. 
We have a lot of scope to move forward and it is high time to translate our 
different ideas of cooperation into tangible projects. Tunisia attached great 
importance to its relations with Pakistan and expressed desire to boost 
bilateral relations by extending cooperation in multiple areas including 

Tunisian Ambassador His Excellency

Adel ELARBI
A Serene & Dynamic Diplomat
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defence, trade and social sector development. Pakistan to keep up mo-
mentum of improvement in relations of the two countries, the frequency 
of high level engagements should be maintained.

He conveyed the desire of his government to start comprehensive counter 
terrorism cooperation with Pakistan. Our government is keen to explore 
possibilities of enhancing cooperation between both the countries in field 
of security, particularly counter-terrorism. He expressed desire and need 
to initiate cooperation between Tunisian Counter Terrorism and Organ-
ized Crime Pole and National Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA), of 
Pakistan. Both sides agreed to work together at all levels to promote cordial 
and cooperation bilateral relations.

Speaking on the occasion, Nasser Janjua said Tunisia is a brotherly 
Muslim country and Pakistan is also keen to expand cooperation with 
Tunisia. Strong relations with Tunisia would be instrumental for maintain-
ing good relations with other African countries as well.

In November last year, he visited Lahore Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and met with the vice-president of the chamber of the city, the 
members of the Executive Board and with businessmen. He availed 
the opportunity highlight Tunisia’s geostrategic position as a portal to 
penetrate African and European markets and talked about the multiple 
investment opportunities in our country, the privileges provided by the new 
investment law and the developed infrastructure existing in our country. In 
this connection he also mentioned the importance of the tourism sector in 
Tunisia and other economic sectors as well as the diversity of the Tunisian 
agricultural products such as olive oil and dates and he expressed the desire 
to export these products to Pakistani market.

Later in the same month, he held a detailed meeting with Mahmood 
Shafqat, Pakistani Federal Minister of Education and Vocational Training, 
and discussed ways to strengthen cooperation between Tunisia and Paki-
stan in the fields of education, higher education and vocational training. 
In the meeting, he Ambassador stressed the importance that Tunisian 
government attaches to the sectors of Education and Health since the 
independence.

He expressed the readiness of Tunisia to share its experience with Paki-
stan in the fields of education, higher education and vocational training 
in accordance with the recommendations the last Session of the Tunisian-
Pakistani Joint Ministerial Commission, held on 14 and 15 February 2018, 
in Tunis. Shafqat Mehmood expressed his willingness to create a fruitful 
environment of cooperation between Tunisia and Pakistan in the fields 
of Education and Vocational Training and to establish a special legal 
framework for cooperation between universities and institutes of research 
and training in both countries and to set up a student exchange program.

Brief Profile

Adel ELARBI
Date of Birth: 15 October 1968 (Hammamet-Tunisia).
Master’s degree in law-University of Law and Political sciences of Tunis (1993).
Postgraduate diploma in Diplomatic studies from High School of Administration of 

Tunis (1994-1995)
 Ambassador at the Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia, Islamabad-Pakistan.    
 • December 2014:    

 In charge of the Directorate of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Tunis.
 • June 2014:         

 Promoted to the grade of Minister Plenipotentiary.
 • May 2013:         

 Deputy Director in charge of Legal Affairs.
 • September 2012:         

 Counsellor of Foreign Affairs, Head of Division at the Directorate of Legal Affairs & 
Translation in charge of the Multilateral & Regional Conventions and the International 
Originations.

 • November 2007 - August 2012:
 Counsellor, Political & Media, at the Embassy of the Republic of Tunisia in The Hague 

(Netherlands).
 Counsellor In charge of multilateral affairs and Permanent Representative Delegate 

of the Republic of Tunisia to the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
(OPCW) & the International Judicial Institutions in The Hague.

 • December 2004 - November 2007:
 Head of Division at the Directorate of Legal Affairs & Translation in charge of the 

Multilateral Cooperation.
 • November 1999 - November 2004:  

 Deputy Consul at the Tunisian Consulate in Montreal (Canada).
 • November 1999:

 Promoted to the grade of Counsellor.
 • December 1996 - November 1999:

 Secretary of Foreign Affairs at the Directorate of Legal Affairs & Translation in charge 
of the bilateral cooperation.
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World concerned at Trump’s 
Golan Heights tweet

The international community expressed 
concern over US President Donald Trump’s 
unexpected announcement on the neces-
sity to recognize Israel’s sovereignty over the 
Golan Heights. Syria condemned Trump’s 
announcement on Friday, calling it irrespon-
sible and a failure to recognize international 
law. Trump’s announcement confirmed the 
blind bias of the United States to the Zionist 
entity (Israel),” Syria’s SANA news agency 
cited a foreign ministry source as saying. 

It won’t change the fact that the Golan was 
and will remain Arab and Syrian, the source 
said. The American position towards Syria’s 
occupied Golan Heights clearly reflects the 
United States’ contempt for international 
legitimacy and its flagrant violation of inter-
national law, it said. Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan also said on Friday that 
Trump’s statement was bringing the Middle 
East region “on the brink of a new crisis. 

Indo-Pak tensions: US lauds 
Pakistan’s steps

The United States have appreciated Pakistan 
measures which had helped lowering the ten-
sion and urged continued restraint on both 
sides. The US National Security Advisor, 
Ambassador John Bolton and Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mahmood Qureshi established 
a telephonic contact and Bolton said that 
he and Secretary of State Pompeo, despite 

being actively engaged in talks with DPRK in 
Hanoi, monitored the developments between 
India and Pakistan and kept contact with the 
leadership of two countries to ensure that the 
security situation in the South Asia region 
did not deteriorate.

The need for dialogue between Pakistan 
and India to find peaceful resolution to all 
outstanding disputes was also emphasized. 
The Foreign Minister cautioned against any 
Indian misadventure, keeping in view the 
forthcoming elections. Ambassador Bolton 
concurred. Ambassador Bolton also appreci-
ated Pakistan’s important role in the Afghan 
peace process. Both leaders agreed to work 
together to pursue the process. Both dis-
cussed regional security situation following 
the Pulwama incident. The purpose of the 
call was to provide him Pakistan’s perspective 
on the recent regional developments. 

Acquittal of accused of 
Samjhauta terror attacks a 
historical injustice

Pakistan has termed the acquittal of accused 
of Samjhota terror attacks by Indian court 
as a historical injustice. In this connection, 
the Foreign Secretary Tehmina Janjua 
briefed the Islamabad Diplomatic Corps on 
the historic injustice done to the forty-four 
Pakistanis killed in the Samjhauta Express 
terrorist attack in 2007 in India, with the 
acquittal of all four perpetrators, including 
Swami Aseemanand, (the mastermind of the 
heinous attacks and an activist of the Hindu 
terrorist organization, RSS who had publicly 
confessed his involvement) in the Samjhota 
Terror Attacks on 20 March 2019.

Foreign Secretary stressed that the Indian 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) itself 
had earlier charge-sheeted the perpetrators. 
Indian media reported extensively about the 
connection between the Samjhauta Terror-
ist Attacks and Hindu extremists, including 
Lieutenant Colonel Purohit and Sadhvi 
Pragya Singh Thakur who were subse-
quently arrested in October 2008, including 
provision of RDX (Research department 
explosive). On 18 December 2010, Swami 
Aseemanand, the mastermind of the attack 
confessed publicly before the New Delhi 

court that Hindu terror outfits were behind 
the blasts.

Millions march against new 
Brexit referendum

Hundreds of thousands of people opposed 
to Britan’s withdrawal from the European 
Union marched through central London on 
Saturday to demand a new referendum as the 
deepening Brexit crisis risked sinking Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s premiership. March-
ers set off in central London with banners 
proclaiming, the best deal is no Brexit and we 
demand a People’s Vote, in what organisers 
said could be the biggest anti-Brexit protest 
yet.

After three years of tortuous debate, it is 
still uncertain how, when or even if Brexit 
will happen as PM May tries to plot a way 
out of the gravest political crisis in at least a 
generation. She  hinted that she might not 
bring her twice-defeated EU divorce deal 
back to Parliament next week, leaving her 
Brexit strategy in meltdown. The Times and 
The Daily Telegraph reported that pressure 
was growing on Mrs May to resign. I would 
feel differently if this was a well-managed 
process and the government was taking 
sensible decisions. But it is complete chaos, 
Gareth Rae, 59, who travelled from Bristol to 
attend the demonstration. 

The country will be divided whatever 
happens and it is worse to be divided on 
a lie. While the country and its politicians 
are divided over Brexit, most agree it is the 
most important strategic decision the United 
Kingdom has faced since World War Two. 
Pro-EU protesters gathered for a Put it to the 
people march at Marble Arch on the edge of 
Hyde Park around midday, before marching 
past the Prime Minister’s office in Downing 
Street and finish outside Parliament.
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Pakistan-EU Political Dialogue

  

The European Union and Pakistan held 
detailed exchange of views on regional peace 
and security, various facets of bilateral rela-
tions with a particular focus on trade and 
investment.

At the platform of the 5th round of Paki-
stan-EU Political Dialogue was co-chaired in 
Brussels today by Foreign Secretary Tehmina 
Janjua and Deputy Secretary General of the 
European External Action Service Jean-
Christophe Belliard in Brussels Foreign 
Secretary briefed the EU side on the recent 
volatile situation in South Asia notably the 
Indian aggression against Pakistan, under-
scoring that it was gross violation of the 
international law and Pakistan had acted in 
self-defence with restraint.

Pakistan had also taken several steps to 
de-escalate the situation, including release 
of the captured Indian pilot as a gesture of 
peace, reactivation of hotline between Direc-
tors Generals Military Operations, return of 
Pakistan’s High Commissioner to New Delhi 
and convening of the meeting in connection 
with opening of Kartarpur Corridor. She 
added that Pakistan had renewed its offer of 
dialogue to India to address all outstanding 
issues. The EU appreciated the steps that 
Pakistan had taken to diffuse and de-escalate 
the situation.

                              

Operationalisation Kartarpur 
Corridor

The meeting between technical experts of 
Pakistan and India was held at the Zero 
Point of the Kartarpur Corridor. The meet-
ing was held in a positive and constructive 
environment. Both sides jointly surveyed the 

coordinates of the Zero Point and discussed 
the  technical details, including Finished 
Road Level, High Flood level etc. The two 
sides agreed on some technical aspects/ 
details and expressed the hope to finalize 
the other modalities at the earliest. The next 
meeting on operationalisation of the corridor  
will  be held at Wagah on 2 April 2019.

Earlier on March 14, The first meeting 
to discuss the modalities and the draft 
Agreement for facilitation of pilgrims to 
visit Gurudwara Kartarpur Sahib using the 
Kartarpur Corridor was held today at Attari, 
India in a cordial environment. The Indian 
delegation was led by S.C.L. Das, Joint Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Home Affairs. The 
Pakistan delegation was led by Dr. Moham-
mad Faisal, DG (SA & SAARC) of Pakistan 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

TAPI’s Early implementation

Turkmenistan and Pakistan have under-
scored the importance of Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas 
Pipeline Project and agreed to ensure its early 
implementation. The Deputy Chairman of 
Cabinet of Ministers and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Turkmenistan,  Rashid Meredov 
held detailed meetings with Pakistani au-
thorities in Islamabad.

The Foreign Minister, Makhdoom Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi and the Foreign Minister 
of Turkmenistan Rashid Meredov led their 
respective delegations to the 2nd Round of 
Pakistan-Turkmenistan Bilateral Political 
Consultations (BPC). Both Ministers took 
stock of various aspects of bilateral relations 
between the two countries and expressed 
their satisfaction over the current level of 
engagement. Both sides stressed on further 
endeavors to enhance bilateral economic 
relations through joint ventures in mutu-
ally identified areas particularly agriculture, 
textile, livestock and IT sectors.

The two Ministers also emphasized the 
need for specific measures, to ensure greater 
connectivity through road, rail and air link-
ages in order to promote trade, tourism and 

people to people contact between the two 
friendly countries. The Ministers also un-
derscored the importance of Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas 
Pipeline Project and agreed to ensure its early 
implementation. Both sides also reviewed 
implementation of the decisions taken 
during the inaugural round of BPC held in 
Islamabad in January, 2018 and expressed 
commitment to enhance high-level engage                            

Adnoc, Austrian firms to 
cooperate energy sector 

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and 
Sebastian Kurz witnessing the signing cere-
mony between Adnoc’s Dr Sultan bin Ahmad 
Sultan Al Jaber and OMV’s Dr Rainer Seele 
in Abu Dhabi on Saturday. Dhabi National 
Oil Company (Adnoc) on Saturday signed 
two memoranda of understanding with 
OMV and another with Borealis to explore 
new opportunities for collaboration in the 
downstream sector. The signing was attended 
by His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, and Sebastian Kurz, Chancel-
lor of Austria. 

The agreements with OMV were signed by 
Dr Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE 
Minister of State and Adnoc Group CEO, and 
Dr Rainer Seele, chairman of the executive 
board and CEO of OMV. 

Secretary General ECO’s 
maiden visit to Islamabad

Secretary General Economic Cooperation 
Organization paid his three-day official 
visit to Islamabad. Dr. Hadi Soleimanpour, 
Secretary General Economic Cooperation 
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Organization (ECO), concluded his three-day 
official trip to Pakistan. This was his maiden 
visit since he assumed responsibilities as the 
Secretary General ECO.

During the visit the Secretary General paid 
courtesy calls on the President and the Prime 
Minister. He was also received by the Foreign 
Minister of Pakistan. He apprised the leader-
ship about ECO’s initiatives and activities 
as well as his reform agenda to revitalize 
ECO as a regional Economic Organization. 
Leadership in Pakistan accentuated ECO’s 
importance in the context of the regional 
connectivity and trade liberalization.

The Secretary General held detailed discus-
sion with the Foreign Minister and Foreign 
Secretary regarding challenges faced by the 
ECO, its Secretariat and ECO Specialized 
agencies. The Foreign Minister reiterated 
Pakistan’s commitment to ECO and its pro-
cesses and assured Secretary General of his 
country’s full support in early operationaliza-
tion of Agreements/MoUs being negotiated 
or signed between ECO members. Some 
achievements of the Organization in the 
fields of education, culture and S&T and 
implementation of   certain important 
agreements in different fields were also ap-
preciated.

Turkey to be world player in 
defense industry: Erdogan 

Turkey is set to become a global player in the 
defense industry with its unique designs and 
advanced technology, Turkey’s president said 
on Saturday. Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s remarks 
came at a joint election rally with Nationalist 
Movement Party leader Devlet Bahceli in the 
capital Ankara ahead of the March 31 local 
elections, now just over a week away. In 2018, 
Turkey’s aerospace and defense industry 
exports surged 17 percent. 

According to Turkish Exporters Assembly 
data, the sector’s exports topped the target 
of $2 billion last year, hitting a record high 
level of $2.035 billion. With the clock ticking 

down to local elections set for March 31, 
Turkey is seeing daily campaign rallies and 
speeches by candidates and political leaders. 
A total of 12 political parties will compete in 
the local elections.

Petrochemical JV to deepen 
Sino-Saudi cooperation 

A joint venture petrochemical company 
with a total investment of over 71 billion 
yuan (10.6 billion US dollars) from China 
and Saudi Arabia was inaugurated in the 
city of Panjin in northeast China’s Liaoning 
Province Saturday. The company is one of the 
largest China-Foreign joint ventures in recent 
years in terms of investment scale. 

The company, funded by world-leading 
energy company Saudi Aramco and two Chi-
nese companies, Xincheng Group and China 
North Industries Corporation (NORINCO), 
is expected to be put into operation in 2024, 
and will promote the development of a 
fully integrated refining and petrochemical 
complex in Panjin. 

With the capacity to refine 15 million tonnes 
of oil and produce 1.5 million tonnes of eth-
ylene and 1.3 million tonnes of paraxylene a 
year, the annual sales revenue of the company 
is expected to exceed 100 billion yuan. We 
anticipate that this company will be a world-
class petrochemical base in a few years, said 
Jiao Kaihe, Chairman of NORINCO. 

German Volkswagen enters 
Pakistani market

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas paid 
an important visit to Pakistan and held 
detailed meetings with Pakistani authorities 
for getting access for automobile producer 

Volkswagen into Pakistani auto sector. He 
also met with his Pakistani counterpart 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi expressed satisfac-
tion at the positive trajectory of bilateral 
relations and reaffirmed their commitment 
to strengthen cooperation in political, eco-
nomic, trade and investment and educational 
spheres.

During the talks, the two sides discussed a 
wide range of bilateral and regional issues. 
The Foreign Minister welcomed the entry of 
German automobile producer Volkswagen 
into the Pakistani market and investment 
by Siemens in power generation and medi-
cal sectors. He also invited other German 
companies to take advantage of the investor 
friendly policies of Pakistan.

China Deal is close ahead of 
talks: Trump 

President Donald Trump said Friday that 
a trade deal with China is close as he pre-
pared to send his negotiators to Beijing for 
a fresh round of talks next week, but US 
officials downplayed the prospect of a swift 
conclusion. Trump has said that he wants 
an agreement that could be enforced, not 
a quick deal. US Trade Representative 
Robert Lighthizer, who is leading the talks 
for Trump, and Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin will travel to Beijing for meetings at 
the end of next week, and Chinese Vice Pre-
mier Liu He will then come to Washington in 
April to continue the discussions, the Chinese 
Ministry of Commerce said. 

I think we’re getting very close, Trump said 
in an interview broadcast on Fox Business 
Network’s Mornings With Maria on Friday. 
That doesn’t mean we get there, but I think 
we’re getting very close. He insisted that the 
talks hadn’t been slowed after saying earlier 
this week that he would keep some tariffs on 
Chinese products even after a deal in order 
to ensure Beijing’s compliance. Chinese ne-
gotiators have pressed for tariffs to be lifted 
immediately. 
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International tourist arrivals grew 6% in 2018, totaling 1.4 bil-
lion according to the latest UNWTO World Tourism Barometer. 
UNWTO’s long term forecast issued in 2010 indicated the 1.4 
billion mark would be reached in 2020, yet the remarkable 
growth of international arrivals in recent years has brought it two 

years ahead.UNWTO estimates that worldwide international tourist arrivals 
(overnight visitors) increased 6% to 1.4 billion in 2018, clearly above the 3.7% 
growth registered in the global economy. In relative terms, the Middle East 
(+10%), Africa (+7%), Asia and the Pacific and Europe (both at +6%) led growth 
in 2018. Arrivals to the Americas were below the world average (+3%).

Tourism in Spain is the 3rd major contributor to national economic life after 
the industrial and the business/banking sectors, contributing about 10-11% of 
Spanish GDP. Ever since the 1960s and 1970s, the country has been a popular 
destination for summer holidays, especially with large numbers of tourists from 
the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, the Benelux and the United States 
among others. Accordingly, Spain’s foreign tourist industry has grown into the 
second-biggest in the world. As of February 2019, Spain holds 1st place in the 
World at international tourism ranking. In 2018, Spain was the second most 
visited country in the world, recording 82.8 million tourists which marked the 
sixth consecutive year of record-beating numbers.  Spain ranks first among 136 
countries in the biannual Travel and Tourism competitiveness Index published by 
the World Economic Forum in 2017, matching the top position already achieved 
in 2015. Spain is a surprise to those who have the image of having to fight for 
towel space at one of its crowded beaches or sipping sangria while watching a 
bull fight or flamenco. From the ancient monuments left by the Romans and 
Moors, the medieval castles of the interior, the white villages in inland Andalucía 
or the vibrant cities of Barcelona and Madrid, there is a great mixture of cultural 
attractions in Spain. 

The landscape varies just as widely. The evergreen estuaries of Galicia could 
hardly be more different from the deserts of Almería or the rugged mountains 
of the Sierra Nevada. And then there are the countless glittering beaches that 
dot the Spanish coast. Although busy in summer even along the coast of the big 
tourist Costas some enjoyable beaches can easily be found. Here’s a look at the 
top tourist attractions in Spain.

Palacio Real

The Palacio Real (Royal Palace) of Madrid is the official residence of the 
King of Spain although it is only used for state ceremonies. The Royal Palace 
was built between 1738 and 1755 and King Carlos III took up residence in 
the palace in 1764.

Running of the Bulls
Pamplona is a city in Navarra, famous for its San Fermín festival held each 

year from July 6th – 14th. At the heart of the festival is El Encierro, the Run-
ning of the Bulls, an activity that involves running in front of a dozen bulls that 
have been let loose, on a course of the town’s streets.

La Concha

Protected from strong winds by steep cliffs and islands, La Concha in San 
Sebastian is said by many to be one of the best city beaches in Europe, let alone 
Spain. Here you can go surfing, walk along the promenade in search of good 
restaurants and enjoy the beautiful views of the beach.

Aqueduct of Segovia
The Aqueduct of Segovia is one of the best-preserved monu-

ments left by the Romans in Spain. The ancient aqueduct carries 
water 16 km (10 miles) from the Frío River to Segovia and was 
built of some 24,000 massive granite blocks without the use of 
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mortar. Probably constructed around 50 AD it still provided water 

to the city in the 20th century.

Cuenca
Situated between Madrid and Valencia, Cuenca is a marvelous example of 

a medieval city, built on the steep sides of a mountain. The many “hanging 
houses” are built right up to the cliff edge, making Cuenca one of the most 
striking towns in Spain, a gem in the province of Castilla La Mancha.

Ibiza

Ibiza is one of the Balearic Islands in the Mediterranean Sea, off the coast of 
Spain. The island is one of the most popular party destinations in all of Europe. 
During summer, the island’s population doubles as tourists flock to Ibiza to 
enjoy the night clubs, beach bars and restaurants.

Sagrada Familia
The Sagrada Familia is a large Roman Catholic church in Barcelona, and 

one of Spain’s most visited tourist attractions. It’s a design by Antoni Gaudí, 
a Catalan architect who worked on this project for almost 40 years until his 
death in 1926. The construction of the basilica began in 1882 and still as yet 
not finished.

El Escorial

Nestled in the foothills of the Sierra de Guadarrama, El Escorial was the 
political center of the Spanish empire under King Philip II. Philip appointed 
Juan Bautista de Toledo as the architect in 1559 and together they designed 
El Escorial as a monument to Spain’s role as a center of the Christian world. 
Today it functions as a monastery, royal palace, museum, and school.

Mezquita of Cordoba
The Mezquita (Spanish for “Mosque”) of Cordoba is a fascinating building 

famous for the forest of pillars and arches inside the main hall. The site was 

originally a Roman temple, then a Visigothic church, before the Umayyad 
Moors built the Mezquita. After the Spanish Reconquista a cathedral was 
built into the center of the large Moorish building.

Alhambra
Part fortress, part palace and part garden the Alhambra is situated on a 

plateau overlooking the city of Granada in southern Spain. The palace was 
constructed in the 14th century by the Nasrid sultans. The Alhambra is now 
one of Spain’s major tourist attractions and many visitors come to Granada 
just to see the Alhambra.

Travel Destination
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China is on course to finish 
building an artificial sun before 
the end of the year. The incred-
ible structure will be capable of 
reaching 100 million degrees 

Celsius (212 million degrees Fahrenheit) six 
times hotter than the center of our sun. Scien-
tists hope that the artificial sun will help harness 
the power of nuclear fusion. This would bring 
humanity a step closer to creating unlimited 
clean energy by mimicking reactions that natu-
rally occur inside the sun proper.

The artificial sun is designed to replicate 
the fusion process that occurs in the sun. The 
achievement is significant for fusion science 
around the world. Fusion is seen as a solution 
for energy issues as it is clean, sustainable and 
powerful. The achievement was an important 
step for nuclear fusion science. It’s certainly 
a significant step for China’s nuclear fusion 
program and an important development for the 
whole world. Developing fusion reactors could 
be the solution to global energy problems. The 
benefit is simple in that it is very large-scale base 
load [continuous] energy production, with 
zero greenhouse gas emissions and no long-life 
radioactive waste.

The artificial sun was first announced by Chi-
nese researchers last November, but the project 
has just hit an important milestone. Chinese 
media reports that early trials have allowed 
researchers to create stunningly high tempera-
tures. Researchers are using a device called a 

tokamak, which uses a powerful magnetic field 
to trap hot plasma. Our sun hits temperatures 
of around 15 million degrees Celsius (59 degrees 
Fahrenheit) at its core. But the plasma from 
China’s artificial sun has reached an electron 
temperature of 100 million degrees Celsius (212 
degrees Fahrenheit) and an ion temperature of 
50 million degrees Celsius (122 million degrees 
Fahrenheit).

Ions are what generate energy in the device, So 
the plan is to now bring the ion temperature up 
to 100 million degrees too. Ion temperature is 
usually lower than electron temperature so this 
may be difficult. The device needs to be tweaked 
to hit the goal. As well as high pressure, nuclear 
fusion requires extremely high temperatures 
which the artificial sun could provide. Nuclear 
fusion is a process where two light nuclei (parts 

of an atom) are used to create a single heavy 
nucleus.

This nuclear reaction releases huge amounts 
of energy. That’s because the heavy nucleus 
is not as heavy as the mass of the two light 
nuclei combined. This lost mass can then be 
changed into huge amounts of energy. Fusion is 
a common occurrence inside stars, like the Sun 
at the centre of our own galaxy. This is how the 
Sun is able to provide so much heat and light. 

But kickstarting a nuclear fusion reaction on 
Earth is difficult. The goal is to start a nuclear 
reaction that releases more energy that you 
needed to start the reaction.

The problem is that both nuclei have positive 
charges, and repel each other. To stop this, you 
need to make them hit each other at very high 
speeds requiring high pressure and tempera-
ture.

If scientists can develop a low-energy way 
of making this happen, they could generate 
enormous and potentially unlimited amounts of 
clean energy. If nuclear fusion can be harnessed 
using a low-energy method, it could allow for 
the creation of unlimited clean energy. The 
nuclear fusion reactors also avoid risks associ-
ated with the currently employed nuclear fission 
reactors, which can be adapted into dangerous 

weapons and are prone to possible catastrophic 
meltdowns.

If successful, China will be able to provide 
a major helping hand to the International 
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER). 
It’s a major project involving scientists from 
35 countries that aims to new energy sources 
using nuclear fusion. If nuclear fusion can be 
harnessed using a low-energy method, it could 
allow for the creation of unlimited clean energy.

Chinese artificial sun to 
be completed this year

Melange Team

Tech

The problem is that both nuclei have positive charges, and repel 
each other. To stop this, you need to make them hit each other at 
very high speeds requiring high pressure and temperature.
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Italian food is more than just pizza and spaghetti. There’s a wide range 
of ingredients, flavors, and dishes to experiment with in your own home. 
Basically, the Italian cuisine has influenced food culture around the world 
and is viewed as a form of art by many. Cheese and pasta are important part 
of Italian meals. Pasta dishes with tomatoes are popular, as are many kinds 
of stuffed pasta, polenta and risotto.

Italian food is bold and satisfying without being heavy. It’s rich and tex-
tural and uses a whole palette of flavors. Enjoying Italian cuisine is more 
experiential, not intellectual. It comes from a more emotional place that’s 
very evocative. Italian food is really a celebration of produce, and protein is 
a secondary thought.

A typical Italian meal will start with a big plate of antipasti, which are 
predominantly vegetables and a selection of cured meats. Then it moves on 
to a small pasta dish, which is followed by a light protein perhaps a leg of 
lamb, simply but deliciously prepared. As the meal progresses, it gets simpler; 
Italian meals tend to have a reverse crescendo.

From that initial crescendo to the last savored bite, every authentic Italian 
dish is built upon the most basic yet most flavorful ingredients. Traditional 
products are very important in the flavors of Italy, which, at their best, are 
based on seasonality and locality.

Olive oil is the cornerstone of most Italian cooking (to braise, fry, and driz-
zle), then come the vegetables. Garlic and onion are the familiar go-to’s, but 
intense green vegetables are often stars on the plate. Balsamic vinegar always 

claims a prime spot in an Italian kitchen, and it would be hard-pressed to 
find a cook without a wedge of Grana Padano or Parmigiano-Reggiano 
within arm’s reach.

Some might be surprised to learn how much of a staple fish is in the Italian 
diet, whether it’s fresh from the sea or canned in oil, like sardines. Cured 
meats are also plentiful. The Italians are big fans of preservation, turning 
pork into sausage and salami, olives into extra-virgin olive oil, grapes into 
wine, and vegetables into pickled vegetables. Here are some of most popular 
foods in Italy

 
Pizza

Though a slab of flat bread served with oil and spices was around long 
before the unification Italy, there’s perhaps no dish that is as common or as 

representative of the country as the humble pizza. There are essentially two 
types of pizza to choose from in Italy: Neopolitan-style pizza, or Roman-style 
pizza. Neapolitan-style pizza has a thick, fluffy crust. It tends to be a little 
smaller in diameter because the dough hasn’t been rolled out as far and it’s 
more filling. Roman-style pizza is has a paper-thin crust and just the slightest 
crunch. It’s larger in diameter but typically lighter and less of a gluten bomb.
Bottarga

In August and September southern Italians take the roe from gray mullets, 
salt it, press it, and then leave it to air dry for six months. The result is a solid 
hunk of eggs the color of amber and blood oranges that, when sliced and 
eaten or grated over pasta, blossoms into a gloriously savory, smoky, and 

briny bouquet.
 

Lasagna
Lasagna is a wide, flat pasta noodle, usually baked in layers in the oven. Like 

most Italian dishes, its origins are hotly contested, but we can at least say that’s 

its stronghold is in the region of Emilia-Romagna, where it transformed from 
a poor man’s food to a rich meal filled with meat sauce. Only a bit of tomato 
or tomato sauce is used in a traditional ragu, unlike most Italian-American 
dishes, which are basically swimming in tomato sauce. This concentrates 
the flavor of the meat but sometimes is a little jarring for American palates.

Fiorentina Steak
A bistecca fiorentina, or Florentine T-bone steak, covers all of the 

Food

Melange Team
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characteristics of Italy’s best dishes: a specific cut of meat from a specific cow 
prepared in a very specific way all within the confines of a specific region. In 
the case of the enormous bistecca fiorentina, it’s a T-bone steak cut thick (at 
least 5 centimeters) from the loin of a Chianina cow raised in Tuscany. It’s 

cooked for 5 to 7 minutes on each side, depending on the thickness, until the 
outside is cooked and the inside remains very rare.

Ribollita
While on the topic of Tuscany, Ribollita is a hearty soup which has become 

so popular with roots in the peasant cooking of the region, this vegetable 
soup is thickened with bread instead of meat, because that is what was 
cheaper and more readily available for hundreds of years in the desperately 
poor Italian countryside. In Tuscany, the dish is considered a special treat in 
the autumn, when the taste of the harvest vegetables is at its most vibrant 

and the soup explodes with an intense savoriness despite the absence of 
meat.

 
Polenta

Although we tend to associate pasta with all of Italy, the truth is 
that until fairly recently, the staple starch eaten in the northern parts 
of the boot was polenta. This corn mush, which is nearly identical 
to the grits eaten in the southern states of America (variations are 
down to the coarseness or fineness with which the kernels of corn are 
ground), was originally made from whatever starches were handy, 
including acorns and buckwheat. However, the introduction of corn 
to Europe in the 16th century saw it become the dominant ingredient 
of polenta.

Ossobuco
The world-famous ossobuco alla milanese is a bone-in veal shank, cooked 

low and slow until meltingly tender in a broth of meat stock, white wine, 
and veggies. Traditionally, it’s accompanied by a gremolata (lemon zest, 

garlic, and parsley) but that’s optional. Although the Milanese like to claim 
this meaty masterpiece there are as many versions of it as there are nonnas 
in Lombardy, which is known for hearty, often rustic dishes that are good 
at coating the ribs and staving off the winter chill. Despite the popularity of 
ossobuco it’s not always common to see it on restaurant menus because it 
needs about three hours of cooking time.

 
Risotto

Rounding out the holy trinity of Italian starches is rice, which is often eaten 
as the creamy, luxurious risotto. Ironically, Italians aren’t huge rice eaters, 

what with all the pasta and the polenta, but they are the largest producers 
of rice in Europe. While southern Italy is often called the country’s bread 
basket, Northern Italy, especially Lombardy and Piedmont, are its rice bowl.

The most famous type of risotto is probably the saffron-infused risotto 
alla milanese, which was invented, according to legend, by the workmen 
building the Milan Cathedral who were using saffron to dye the stained glass 
windows and figured they would also throw it into their rice.

 
Carbonara

It is possible to go to Italy and never eat anything besides pasta. But 
Carbonara is one bucket list pasta that everyone must try at least once. This 
dish is deceptively simple; spaghetti, eggs, pecorino cheese, cured guanciale, 
and black pepper but takes a lifetime to master and a good version.

Food
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Pakistan Super League 2019 for-
mally known as PSL4 held the 
audiences captivated for more 
than a month as the cricket fans 
not only watched matches on 

their TV sets but more than 10 million fans 
also watched matches online. This shows the 
popularity of game among Pakistani fans 
as well as indicates immense talent among 
our youth. The PSL 2019 featured 34 T20 
matches among six franchises; took place 
from February 14-March 17 2019 at crowded 
stadiums of Dubai, Sharjah, Abdu Dhabi and 
Karachi. The first 26 matches of the HBL 
PSL season four were played in Abu Dhabi, 
Dubai and Sharjah in the United Arab Emir-
ates, while the last eight matches were held 
in Karachi. Both the opening and closing 
ceremonies of the event were extremely 
simple but impressive.

All the matches were well contested and 
competitive spirit of players fascinated the 

fans; however, in the final played at match 
National Stadium of Karachi Quetta Gladi-
ators won the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
2019 after clinching an eight-wicket win over 
Peshawar Zalmi. The Gladiators won the toss 
and chose to field in the final.

Zalmi openers Imam-ul-Haq and Kamran 
Akmal did not live up to their expectations 
and both were dismissed early without 
contibuting any significant number of runs. 
Only Umar Amin provided some resistance 
to the Quetta Gladiators as he scored 38 runs 
off 33 balls with the help of three boundaries 
and two sixes. Mohammad Hasnain finished 
with figures of 3-30 in four overs and was 
given man of the match award. The former 
champions finished at 138-8 in their 20 
overs.

In chase of 139-run target, Shane Watson 
fell early as he was run out for just seven 
runs. Ahmed Shehzad and Ahsan Ali took 
the attack to the Zalmi bowlers with their 

47-run partnership on the second wicket. 
After Ahsan went back to the pavilion after 
scoring 25, Ahmed Shehzad and Rilee Ros-
souw made sure that their side completes 
the run chase without further wobbles. They 
scored an unbeaten 73-run partnership on 
the third wicket. Shehzad top-scorer with 
58 off 51 deliveries included six 4s and a 
maximum.

On March 17, curtains fell on the HBL 
Pakistan Super League 2019 during a simple 
but impressive and star-studded closing cer-
emony that was attended by Chief Minister 
of Sindh, Syed Murad Ali Shah, and Chair-
man PCB Ehsan Mani. The ceremony was 
kept at a low note as spectators, players and 
officials observed a one-minute silence for 
all those who lost their lives in the heinous 
attacks on the mosques in Christchurch in 
New Zealand.  

 The city of lights, as Karachi is fondly 
called, reverberated with songs and chants 

Captivates millions of Cricket fans over one month
PSL4
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from the spectators during the week-long 
spectacle, declared as “the week of cricket 
festival” by the Sindh government. The 
theme of these matches was I love cricket. 
The closing ceremony had light music with 
famous singer Abrar-ul-Haq, Junoon, Fawad 
Khan featuring Young Desi, Aima Baig and 
Shuja Haider and Sahir Ali Bagga perform-
ing.

Pakistan Cricket Board chairman Ehsan 
Mani welcomed the packed 32,000 crowd. 
We are ready for the final, said Mani. Around 
250,000 people have watched the matches 
in the stadium in the last week and millions 
on television. One should remember that its 
cricket which brings happiness. We thank the 
government of Pakistan, our armed forces 
and government of Sindh for helping us 
stage these matches.

AB de Villiers to lead Team of HBL PSL 
2019
AB de Villiers of Lahore Qalandars was 
named as captain of Team of HBL PSL 
2019, which was selected by an independ-
ent panel comprising Mudassar Nazar, 

Ramiz Raja and Danny Morrison, who have 
collectively played 181 Tests and 416 ODIs. 
De Villiers displayed his talent and prowess 
in seven matches, in which he aggregated 
218 runs at a stunning average of 54.5 with 
an incredible strike-rate of 129.

De Villiers has been named captain of the 
side, which, as per the event regulations, 
includes four foreign players in the playing 
line-up, and comprises the best performers 
of the HBL PSL 2019 keeping in mind a 
winning combination that was capable of 
defeating any franchise side in any given 
conditions.

Mudassar Nazar, who led the selection 

panel, 
said“It 

has been 
a gigantic 

task to select 
a  t e a m 
compris-
i n g  1 2 
players 
f r o m  a 
world-
class 
event 
that 

pro-
duced 
a  h i g h 
number 

of quality 
in- dividual 
per- for-
mances.

“We 
as the 
panel 
members decided 
to select players who can form a combination 
that was capable of defeating any franchise 
side in the world in any given conditions. I 
don’t think anyone will disagree that this is 
the best winning combination from the large 
pool of top performing players.”

Apart from de Villiers, the line-up includes 
four players from Peshawar Zalmi (Kamran 
Akmal, Kieron Pollard, Hasan Ali and Wahab 
Riaz), three players from Karachi Kings 
(Babar Azam, Colin Ingram and Umer Khan), 
two players from Islamabad United (Asif Ali 
and Faheem Ashraf) and a player from Quetta 
Gladiators (Shane Watson). De Villiers’ Qa-
landars’ team-mate Sandeep Lamichhane has 

been chosen as the 12th player.

More than 10 million people have seen PSL 4 
matches online
PSL 4 matches watched live-streamed on 
YouTube on the new official Cricket Gateway 
PK channel which makes it easier for the fans 
to stay updated with the fall of every wicket. 
It’s barely a week into the tournament and it 
is already setting new live stream records. After 
just five matches, live streaming has garnered 
more than 10 million views across all platforms. 
Karachi Kings vs Lahore Qalandars match 
alone had 1.48 million views. At one point of 
the match, the concurrent viewers on YouTube 
over 200,000.

All this engaged viewership represents a great 
opportunity for brands to share relevant mes-
sages.

“With millions of cricket fans tuning in on 
their mobile devices and Smart TVs, the live 
stream on YouTube is an ideal opportunity for 
brands to reach a highly engaged audience. The 
future of spectator sports and online advertis-
ing in Pakistan are very closely intertwined 
and brands should not miss out,” said Farhan 
Qureshi – Head of South Asia Markets, Google 
Asia Pacific.

Other livestream partners include Tapmad.
com, Goonj.pk, Crick Wick, Jazz TV and Jazz-
Tube. With ad insertions unified at the country 
level, ads are delivered simultaneously at each 
authorized location, with streams being scanned 
for copyrighted content and over 4500 pirated 
beams banned within the first 5 matches. When 
you put Pakistan’s best content and its biggest 
viewership platform together on one plate, our 
valued advertisers get nothing less than the best. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if this product matures 
into a 100 million viewership product within 
consecutive seasons, said CEO Blitz Advertising 
Ahsen Idris.
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Dr Abraham Weizfeld completed his PhD at l’Université 
du Québec à Montréal, with a thesis entitled Nation, 
Society and the State: The Reconciliation of Palestinian 
and Jewish Na-
tional Identity. His 

research focuses on the critique 
of European political philoso-
phy, from Hegel’s Nation-State 
modernity to the Zionist State 
of today. The Jewish Bund po-
litical heritage is the basis of his 
methodology, in distinction from 
the Zionist and Marxist political 
tendencies.

T he  wri ter,  Dr  abraham 
Weizfeld, is concerned by the 
political philosophy and the con-
stitutional transformation of the 
contradiction between two major 
Nations in the body of one Land 
Palestine-Israel. While the notion 
of the Nation-State has perme-
ated the Levant since the 1917 
British Crusade into Jerusalem, 
the organic demographic actual-
ity of the country’s population 
is incompatible with the domi-
nance of one Nation in one Land 
and the subsequent degeneration 
into the series of war crimes 
beginning in 1947. The exit from 
this conception of a Zionist State 
requires another methodology 
that offers an alternative to the 
domination of one Nation by an-
other and that is rationalised by 
the myths of nation-building that 
are promoted by the Nationalist 
school of thought.

With an approach that is inter-
national, in the root meaning 
of the term, the writer fuses the 
Jewish Bundist concept of National-Cultural Autonomy with the 
process of Constituent Assemblies as an expression of the parallel 
Civil Societies that become an organic social construction codified in 
a Federal Constitution. By avoiding the notion of the Nation-State, 
entitled a Republic, by either one Nation or the other, this exit from 
the impasse perpetuated by the Nation-State may then be named 
‘The No-State Solution’.

The book ‘The Federation of Palestinian Hebrew Nations’ focuses 
on the political philosophy and the constitutional transformation of 
the contradiction between two major nations in one land, namely 
Palestine-Israel. While the notion of the Nation-State has permeated 
the Levant since the 1917 British crusade into Jerusalem, the organic 
demographic actuality of the country’s population is incompatible 

with the dominance of one nation in one land, with the subsequent 
degeneration into the series of war crimes that began in 1947.

To move away from this conception of a Zionist State requires 
another methodology that offers 
an alternative to the domination 
of one nation by another that 
is rationalized by the myths 
of nation-building promoted 
by the Nationalist school of 
thought. With an approach 
that is inter-national, in the 
root meaning of the term, this 
book fuses the Jewish Bundist 
concept of National-Cultural 
Autonomy with the process of 
constituent assemblies as an 
expression of the parallel civil 
societies that become an organic 
social construction codified in a 
federal constitution. By avoiding 
the notion of the Nation-State, 
this exit may then be named 
“the No-State Solution”.

Palestinian national identity is 
the ultimate test for the exist-
ing geopolitical paradigm. The 
negligence resulting in the 
impasse of the various solutions 
towards this particular region of 
conflict is indicative of the lack 
of a solution in current geopo-
litical alignments. The contin-
ues  presence of a People which 
refuses to disappear, despite 
the lack of a Nation-State, is a 
fundamental challenge to the 
existing States as recognised by 
the United Nations. Likewise, 
we have seen the persistence 
of the un-historic Nation, the 
Jewish People. These two par-
allel experiences demonstrate 

the failure of both the liberal and conservative mythologies in the 
nation-building quest.

In the first instance, the Palestinian Nation continues to exist in 
both exiles and under the apartheid neo-colonialist regime of the 
Zionist State enterprise, despite the efforts of numerous interven-
tions by international agencies and by a succession of superpowers. 
The Zionist project had 1 While this publication is of an academic 
character, which concerns the interpretation of and the formulation 
of conceptual thought, it is not a Thesis and will not seek to offer a 
proof of the propositions here but rather offer, for your consideration, 
the thinking and experience of an academic with 45 years of work on 
the nature of Palestine together with 69 years living the condition of 
the Jewish People in the Occidental States.

The Federation of Palestinian 
and Hebrew Nations

By Abraham Weizfeld






