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Bye Bye 2018 & Welcome 2019

The Year 2018 has ended leaving the world good and bad memories 
at the same time. Politically the world remained gripped by conflicts, 
proxies as well as unresolved disputes; Syria, Palestine, Indian oc-
cupied Kashmir, Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq and few other topped in 
the headlines regarding violence and grave human rights violations 

by the foreign forces.
Indian occupied Kashmir, Israeli occupied Palestine continued bleeding as 

well as sufferings of Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar were not lessened anyhow. 
Similarly, tension between the world’s major power; US-North Korea, US-China, 
US-Russia, EU-US as well as ongoing divorce process between the EU and UK; 
the Brexit also kept the world perplexed. Kim-Trump, Trump-Putin, PM May-
Donald Tusk parleys also flashed on the political horizons of the world during 
the year.

Internally, the US President Donald Trump, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, German Chancellor Angela Merkal as well as British Prime Minister 
Theressa May remained among the leaders who either were politically weakened 
in result of midterm elections, got successors, or faced rebellion from the inside 
from their party. On the other hand, Chinese President Xi Jinping received more 
strength and international stature in result of continued coercive diplomacy.  
Catalonia, Macedonia witnessed referendum type processes while Georgia, Sin-
gapore received first female Presidents Salome Zurabishvil and Halimah Yaqob 
respectively.

The international economy also confronted some sort of recession, meltdown or 
crunch in 2018; nearly $7 trillion were wiped off world stocks, emerging markets 
trampled flat by a charging dollar and even gold and US government bonds lost 
money. A grisly combination of US-China trade tensions, central banks turning 
off the money taps and cooling growth in former hot spots wiped 10 percent off 
world stocks index; it was first double-digit loss in any year since the 2008 global 
financial crisis.

Here in Pakistan: as a positive change, Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) govern-
ment is making hardest possible efforts to minimize the impacts of world eco-
nomic crisis despite inheriting immense liabilities from the previous governments. 
In result of robust diplomacy of the PTI charismatic leader Pakistan has become 
able to meet the current account deficit after getting desire foreign exchange from 
friendly countries.

Moreover, the government is also trying to expand the scope of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) to neighbouring countries to yield the economic 
benefits. Opening of Kartarpur Corridor an initiative by the PTI government also 
exposed the Indian hypocrisy regarding peace before the world as the international 
community was sensitized about the hollow claims of peace by India despite 
opposing due rights to minorities in India.

With heart filled gloomy and pleasant memories of the 2018; Our Worthy 
Readers! the New Year Edition of Melange, International Magazine is in your 
hands. This edition carries a number of articles, analyses, special reports and 
others informative material about the global developments. Melange Media Group 
welcomes comments, suggestions and proposals anyhow from our worthy readers. 
Melange Media Group extends heartiest New Year Greetings to all. The Group 
also Greets our Chinese Friends on eve of their New Year celebrations

Melange Media Group extends heartiest New Year Greetings to 
all. The Group also Greets our Chinese Friends on eve of their 

New Year celebrations
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Though 100 days are not 
enough to judge the per-
formance of any govern-
ment but it certainly gives 
a glimpse of the vision and 

intentions of the government. Same 
can be said regarding the current gov-
ernment of Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf 
(PTI). We can see struggles to make 
some substantive changes and achieve-
ments. On completion of 100 days of 
the government a performance report 
has been unveiled during a ceremony. 

On the occasion Prime Minister 
Imran khan said,” “In Madina, Prophet 
Muhammad (Peace Be upon Him) 
adopted policies that were based on 
compassion; all policies were made for 
the poor, “The tax system of Zakat was 
established where money was collected 
from the rich and redistributed to the 
downtrodden”. 

The report started by mentioning the 

Pakistan1st 100 Days of 
PTI government

Emerging

AMNA MALIK



MélangeJanuary 2019 7

BIG Story

progress made on each of the 34 promises 
pertaining to the federal government in the 
First 100 Days Agenda unveiled by Imran 
Khan on May 20th this year. It was also 
mentioned that the purpose of this report 
is merely to inform the government and not 
to run pro government propaganda. The 
5 shifts point were mentioned in the start 
which said to define government’s first 100 
days.

Those shifting points were defined as:
Focusing on the poor…
It was mentioned in the report under this 
particular point that, the agriculture emer-
gency, the focus on stunting, the spotlight 

on shelters for the homeless, the initiation 
of a poverty alleviation programme, and 
the expansion of the Sehat Insaf Cards, all 
were few of the initiatives in order to avert 
poverty.

Changing the culture of government…
Under this particular point a culture of 
change has been introduced by PM Imran 
Khan. It included working seven days a 
week, engaging the cabinet, solving prob-
lems through participatory government, 
establishing thoughtful austerity as a signal 
of intent and, of course, ending the culture 
of corruption and establishing the rule of law 

are principles

Strengthening the Federation…
This can said to be an evident point.  The PTI 
government is a government with significant 
representation from each of the four federat-
ing units with a significant sense of alienation 
in the smaller provinces, and is paradigm 
shift. The work done on the FATA merger 
and the announcement of the establishment 
of South Punjab secretariats, were also few 
of the initiatives. Engagement with Baluch 
Nationalists and the announcement of a task 
force to work with the Government of Sindh 
on a Karachi plan were also included in the 
list

Re-building Pakistan’s international cred-
ibility…
The government has taken it as its respon-
sibility to rebuild the credibility of Pakistan. 
This is a major shift from a five-year term 
where for the majority of time, there was 
no political leadership. Within a short 
space of time, engagement with key allies, 
including Saudi Arabia, China, the UAE and 
Malaysia, have established the intent of this 

�
In Madina, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) adopted 
policies that were based on compassion; all policies 
were made for the poor, “The tax system of Zakat 
was established where money was collected from 
the rich and redistributed to the downtrodden

Prime Minister Imran khan
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government to the international community 
and strengthened our most important rela-
tionships.

Setting a direction for progress…
A direction has been set on each of the 

34 initiatives, and significant work has also 
been done in several areas.  Under the 6 
particular themes including transform gov-
ernance, strengthen the federation, revitalise 
economic growth, uplift agriculture and 
conserve water, revolutionise social services 
and ensure Pakistan’s National security, 35 
commitments were under consideration out 
of which 34 have been spearheaded by the 
federal Government. Further in the perfor-
mance report under these 34 initiatives 34 
deliverables were engrossed, out of which 18 
have been completed.

These 18 deliverables included

• Establishment of Asset Recovery Unit 
and Trace Unlawful Wealth

• Drafting of Local Government Act of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and ICT

• Legal Reforms to Revolutionalise Access 
to Justice

• FBR Reform Roadmap
• Naya Pakistan Housing Programme
• Framework to establish National Tourism 

Board
• Economic Support Package for Revival of 

Manufacturing Sector
• National Financial Inclusion Strategy 

Implementation Plan
• NAB Reform
• Reform Civil Service
• Integration of FATA with Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa
• Balochistan Reconciliation Drive
• Roadmap for Creation of South Punjab 

province
• Karachi Transformation Plan
• Poverty Alleviation Strategy
• National Job Creation Strategy
• Federal TVET/Skills Building Strategy
• Austerity Drive
• Launch of Citizens Portal
• Action against Qabza Mafia
• Ease of Doing Business Strategy
• National Agriculture Emergency Pro-

gramme
• Implement National Water Policy
• Education Blueprint (ICT only)
• Health Blueprint (ICT only)
• Clean Drinking Water Plan (ICT only)
• Social Protection Programme
• Action Plan for Women and Girls in the 

Justice System
• Launch of 10 Billion Tree Tsunami
• Increase in Pakistan’s Regional and 

Global Relevance

Government has traced over USD 5.3 
billion of unlawful wealth of Pakistan 
hidden overseas and also signed and rati-
fied bilateral treaty with Switzerland for the 

exchange of financial information. The pro-
cess of bilateral treaties on extradition and 
Mutual Legal Assistance with UK, UAE, and 
China has been started as well. The Prime 
Minister’s task force (including provincial 
representation) engaged in several rounds 
of discussions and deliberations to finalise 
blueprints for local governments in Punjab, 
KP, and ICT. The taskforce was guided by a 
few important principles in order to ensure 
real devolution at the grass-roots level.When 
it comes to the reforms of the justice system, 
the Law Ministry is ready to launch draft 
legislation including the following proposed 
bills:

• The Civil Procedure Code (Amendment) 
Bill, 2018 – to combat delays in civil 
litigation

• Legal Aid and Justice Authority Bill, 
2018 – to ensure access to justice through 
legal and

• Financial assistance for the underprivi-
leged

• Mutual Legal Assistance Bill, 2018 – to 
assist with recovery of unlawful wealth 
held abroad

• Enforcement of Women’s Property 
Rights Bill, 2018

• Service Tribunals (Amendment) Bill, 
2018 - to streamline resolution of service 
related disputes

• Letters of Administration and Succes-
sion Certificates Bill, 2018 - authorising 
NADRA

• Directly issue succession certificates as 
opposed to a lengthy legal process

• Whistleblower Protection and Vigilance 
Commission Bill – to establish a mecha-
nism for the public to report corruption.

Economic Support Package for Revival 
of Manufacturing Sector has also been 
introduced. The imperative feature of this 
package included, Reduction of gas price 
to $6.50/mmbtu for five key export sectors 

(textile, sports goods, leather, carpets, and 
surgical goods), subsidisation of electricity 
price for industrial sector by Rs. 3 per unit 
as well as  Reduction of  power tariff for 
five zero-rated export sectors to 7.5 cents 
per KwH to ensure international competi-
tiveness. Launch of Prime Minister’s Hous-
ing Programme to build 5 million housing 
units for the middle class and lower 
income segments in 5 years through the 
private sector also shows the commitment 
of the government to facilitate the masses. 
It is clearly mentioned in the report that 
Prime Minister personally spearheads the 
government’s commitment to harness the 
untapped potential of Pakistan’s tourism 
industry. As chair of the task force on 
tourism, the Prime Minister has approved 
a national framework to improve coordina-
tion between the provinces and the federal 
government to uplift the tourism sector 
with private sector participation and sup-
port. FBR has developed a comprehensive 
reform programme.

The programme has been approved by 
the Prime Minister and implementation 
has begun. Crackdown on offshore and 
high net-worth tax avoidance underway 
(3000+ notices issued + 20,000 high 
net-worth non filers identified); data of 
150,000 foreign accounts maintained by 
resident Pakistani’s successfully gathered 
from 29 countries; Speedy resolution 
of pending litigation and audits begun; 
Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanism 
activated; Collection of pending arrears 
and improved audit targeting underway; 
Sector-specific studies being conducted 
to enhance FBR’s capacity for forensic 
audits. Government has build the Council 
of Business Leaders chaired by the PM to 
improve doing business in Pakistan, to at-
tract investment, encourage participation 
of overseas Pakistanis, and grow exports 
by bringing the country within the top 100 
in doing business rankings in 5 years. The 
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National Financial Inclusion Strategy has 
been launched while substantial progress 
has been made in terms of account owner-
ship; usage in these accounts has remained 
low. Likewise, while the availability of 
credit to agriculture sector has improved, 
credit to SMEs and housing has remained 
stagnant.

The Government has launched the 

agriculture policy to increase farmer 
profitability; reduce taxes on diesel; in-
troduced a regenerative agriculture and 
weed management and encouraged a 
change in crop-mix; and optimise subsidy 
programme along with other initiatives. 
Government has taken immediate steps to 
expedite construction of Diamer-Bhasha 
dam, by the year 2028 as well as Kick-off 
the preparation of the master water plan 
within each province.  When it comes to 
educational reforms Federal / ICT strategy 
on Education has been developed and 
published, outlining federal role on educa-
tion, in line with the 18th amendment. A 
health strategy has also been launched by 
the Federal Government.

In order to avert poverty, the national 
poverty alleviation strategy has been 
initiated across the country. BISP has 
been retained and improved as  the 

primary social safety net programme for 
the poor. Women development plan has 
been launched.  Criminal justice reform, 
protection inheritance rights and launch 
of women empowerment package were 
also few of the initiative for protections 
of women and girls. In order to Enhance 
Pakistan’s National Security, the govern-
ment has initiated new policies rooted in 

Pakistan’s priorities, including a conflict 
resolution approach towards improv-
ing relations with eastern and western 
neighbours. Work has been initiated on a 
blueprint towards resolving the Kashmir 
issue within the parameters of UNSC 
resolutions. In order to improve Pakistan’s 
relevance, regionally and globally, both at 
the bilateral and multilateral levels includ-
ing moves to expand the existing strategic 
partnership with China, as well as with our 
other allies in the region, several steps has 
been taken.

According to the report 16 deliverables 
are in progress though immense work has 
been done. They included,

• NAB reform
• Civil service reform·Integration of 

FATA wi
• Balochistan Reconciliation Drive

• Roadmap for Creation of South Punjab 
province

• Karachi Transformation Plan
• National Job Creation Strategy
• Federal TVET/Skills Building Strategy
• Transformation of State-Owned En-

terprises
• Pakistan’s Energy Plan
• Revised CPEC Strategy

• Upgradition and Expansion of Institu-
tional Structure of the Foreign Office

• Trade roadmap
• Finalisation of Institutional Structure 

for Internal Security
• Revised Action Plan on enhancing 

Internal Security

Apart from what has been done or what 
all is in progress, the government is com-
mitted to ease the citizens of Pakistan. No 
doubt there is a lot to attain but the clear 
vision and pragmatic approach will make 
every uphill task possible enough. 

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 
and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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Erum Akbar

China and the United States are 
engaged in a trade war as each 
country continues to dispute 
tariffs placed on goods traded 
between them. The US President 

Donald Trump had promised in his cam-
paign to fix Chinese longtime abuse of the 
broken international system and unfair prac-
tices. The economic disputes occurred before 
China’s entry to World Trade Organization 
but former Presidents George H W Bush, Bill 
Clinton, George W Bush and Barack Obama 
all failed to solve the problems.

The United States filed a request for con-
sultation to the WTO, in regard to concerns 
that China was violating Intellectual property 
rights.

At the end of 2018, the global economy 
looks poised to slow moderately from 3.8% 

to 3.5% in 2019, led by deceleration in the 
US and further softening in China. But 
with growth still above potential in most 
DM economies, we look for continued labor 
market tightening, gradually rising core infla-
tion, and in many cases higher policy rates. 
n Our Fed call remains hawkish relative to 
the market, with five more 25bp hikes to a 
terminal 3¼-3½% funds rate at the end of 
2019. While higher rates and tighter financial 
conditions should help slow growth to its 
potential rate over the next year, we expect 
a decline in the unemployment rate to 3% 
and a rise in core inflation to 2¼% by early 
2020. n We think concerns about the global 
impact of tighter Fed policy are overdone. 
Spillovers to EM are real, but the market has 
already priced 11 of the 13 hikes we expect 
for this cycle, so most of the adjustment to 
more normal US interest rates is probably 
behind us.

The main risk to this view is a more sub-
stantial US overheating that eventually forces 
steeper rate hikes. n China has slowed quite 
sharply in 2018, on the back of slower credit 

growth and fears about a more damaging 
trade war. With monetary and fiscal policy 
now in easing mode, we expect only a modest 
further deceleration. The macro impact of 
increasing tariffs is also likely to remain man-
ageable, even under our call for some further 
escalation in early 2019. n Although growth 
in Europe and Japan has decelerated in the 
course of 2018, it remains above trend. This 
should put further downward pressure on 
the unemployment rate and keep the recent 
upward trend in wage growth intact.

The US decision to impose tariffs on 
$200bn of Chinese imports marked a serious 
escalation in its hostilities with Beijing over 
trade. Yet economists believe protectionist 
measures will have only a modest impact on 
global growth provided the bilateral conflict 
does not turn into an all-out multilateral 
war.  The economic impact of the intensifying 
trade war between Washington and Beijing 
appeared to deepen last month with factory 
activity and export orders weakening across 
Asia, but analysts warned the worst was yet to 
come. In a sign conditions for exporters and 

US-China 
t a r i f f  w a r

impacts global economic growth
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factories were deteriorating, manufacturing 
surveys showed marginal growth in China, 
a slowdown in South Korea and Indonesia 
and a contraction in activity in Malaysia and 
Taiwan.

Those figures follow weaker-than-expected 
industrial production data from Japan and 
South Korea on Wednesday, with output in 
the latter shrinking the most in over 1-1/2 
years. By contrast, the US ISM manufactur-
ing survey was expected to show a much 
faster growth pace than in Asia, albeit a 
tad slower than in September, supporting 
the outlook for further Federal Reserve rate 
hikes.Worryingly, the prospects for higher U. 
rates could feed back more market pain for 
the region’s externally vulnerable economies 
Indonesia, India and the Philippines, which 
have already been forced to raise rates to 
mitigate a sell-off in currencies, stocks and 
bonds. You have a tightening of monetary 
conditions around the world, a slowdown in 
Chinese demand, and financial market tur-
moil that affects sentiment and investment 
decisions, said Aidan Yao, senior Asia EM 
economist at AXA Investment Managers. Yao 
said many orders from abroad are still front 
loaded in anticipation of yet more tariffs and 
the impact is still mostly indirect, through 
the business confidence channel. The real 
economic shock is yet to come, he said.

China’s manufacturing sector barely grew 
last month after stalling in September and 
export orders contracted further, according 
to a private sector manufacturing report. An 
official survey on Wednesday showed the 
manufacturing sector expanding at its weak-
est pace in over two years, hurt by slowing 
demand both externally and domestically. 
Japan showed more resilience, with activ-
ity picking up, though at a slower rate than 
in a previous flash estimate. The world’s 
third-largest economy faces pressures in 
other areas with its central bank trimming 
the inflation outlook on Wednesday, flagging 
external risks.

Its tech-specialist neighbour and Southeast 
Asian economies look more exposed, how-
ever.

A DBS analysis of Asian supply chains for 
products bound for the United States shows 
the biggest exposures in machinery and elec-
trical equipment in South Korea, Singapore, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Taiwan. South 
Korea’s minerals and petrochemicals exports 
were also exposed, as well as Indonesia’s 
transportation industry, according to the 
DBS report, which looked at the correlation 
between China’s imports from Asia and its 
US exports.

The pressure on China’s economy is not 
just external. Economic growth cooled to 
its weakest quarterly pace since the global 
financial crisis at 6.5 percent, exhibiting 
lacklustre domestic demand by Chinese 
standards. Washington has already imposed 
tariffs on $250 billion worth of Chinese 
goods, and China has retaliated with duties 

on $110 billion worth of US goods in a row 
sparked by US President Donald Trump’s 
demands for sweeping changes to China’s 
intellectual property, industrial subsidies and 
trade policies. But absent any deal between 
Trump and Chinese leader Xi Jinping, 
who are expected to attend a G20 summit 
this month in Buenos Aires, the recently 
introduced 10 percent tariffs on $200 bil-
lion of Chinese goods will be raised to 25 
percent and other tariffs may be placed on 
the remaining $250 billion-or-so of Chinese 
products which escaped the initial rounds.

As everyone anticipates a further tariff 
hike...there is still a lot of front-loading going 
on. After Jan. 1, we expect many trade and 
economic activities to tumble, said Kevin 
Lai, senior economist at Daiwa Capital 
Markets. That all bodes ill for Asian financial 
markets, with many of the region’s curren-
cies and bourses deep in the red this year. 
Those economies with high current account 
deficits have been particularly vulnerable 
to capital flight. The rate hikes that central 
banks deployed to stop rapid declines in their 
currencies might also further slow activity. I 
would argue it to be wise to remain wary of 
EM currencies into those trade discussions 
a few weeks hence, and lean towards the US 
dollar instead, said Michael Every, senior 
APAC strategist at Rabobank.

Vietnam was another standout economy 
in the region, showing an acceleration in 
manufacturing activity in October. The 
country’s labour base is still cheap by regional 
standards while its trade ties with the United 
States remain clear of the kind of disputes 
with which its larger Asian peers are wres-
tling. As such, it’s seen as potential winner 
from the Sino-US trade war as companies 
consider rebasing and re-routing their supply 
chains away from the crossfire between the 
world’s two largest economies. Vietnam, by 

our estimation is the least impacted country 
in Asia...because if global companies have to 
move, Vietnam is a viable option, AXA’s Yao 
said. But it will take a long time for Vietnam 
to take up some of the market share that 
China leaves behind.

The latest economic data adds weight to 
the argument that the slowdown in China’s 
economy is getting worse as the trade war 
with the United States dampens consumer 
confidence and hurts sales of goods such 
as cars and electronics. The figures suggest 
there is growing economic pressure on 
China to seek a deal to end the trade war 
when Chinese President Xi Jinping and US 
President Donald Trump meet on December 
1 in Argentina. However, it is unclear that 
this economic pressure will prompt Xi to 
offer sufficient concessions to reach a deal to 
end the trade war.

Analysts said that Xi and Trump could 
agree a ceasefire so that an increase in US 
tariffs scheduled for January 1 would be put 
on hold. Chinese economic growth slowed 
in the third quarter to its lowest in 10 years, 
while data from October – the first month of 
the fourth quarter – indicated that economic 
growth had slowed further. A slowdown in 
car sales, property, and consumer electronics 
was recorded in October. Total vehicle sales 
dropped 11.7 per cent from a year earlier to 
2.38 million last month in the world’s biggest 
auto market, according the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers this month.

Real estate floor space sold in square 
metres, a proxy for property sales volume, fell 
by 3.1 per cent year-on-year in October, ac-
cording to the National Bureau of Statistics. 

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange int’l 
Magazine and Secretary Information Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR)
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HADI BANDIAL

Connectivity is the name of the 
game of the century. Every coun-
try wants to increase connectivity 
and Pakistan too is desirable of  
this. After all, connectivity and 

mobility facilitate prosperity and well-being 
of the region. The China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) has added greater vigor and 
vitality to the region and Pakistan is proud 
to be part of this project which falls under 
the wider Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
and is seen as greatly contributing to the 
socio-economic environment of Pakistan. She 
went on to say that both geographically and 
historically, the  only logical routes for the 
Central Asian States to the sea are through 
Afghanistan and Pakistan. The launch of 
CPEC has provided an opportunity to en-
hance this connectivity.

There is a need to work hard on the nine 
special economic zones which she called  en-
gines of growth. Combined with investment 
in socio-economic sectors. CPEC provides 
opportunities to both friends and neighbors 
and can act as catalyst for economic change 
in the region. It must not be forgotten that 
Central Asia has been connected to Pakistan 

for centuries, and due to its location, the 
country provides the shortest route to the 
Arabian Sea. So, in essence, through CPEC 
the countries part of it are building on the 
links of the past.

CPEC is ensuring nearly regional connectiv-
ity with immediate neighbors, Afghanistan, 
Iran and India is going to be crucial if the 
country’s socio-economic development has 
to proceed meaningfully. In other words, 
economic and social dividends from CPEC 
cannot accrue unless border control and 
management procedures are revamped for 
prevention of extremism, illegal human and 
arms traffic, smuggling of goods and narcot-
ics and, on the other hand, borders gainfully 
utilized for promoting trade, business, invest-
ment and commerce.

Russians are also keen for a settlement in 
Afghanistan and opening up with Central 
Asia while Indians and Iranians may be 
waiting in the wings for benefiting from 
the project at an opportune time. The US 
under President Trump wants to extricate 
itself from the long debilitating Afghan war, 
following some workable settlement with 
Afghanistan and regional powers too.

Countries joining the CPEC project need 
to further develope their respective national 

policies, because while geographical con-
nectivity and economic development are 
important, a linkage of their national policies 
will help peace, stability and prosperity of the 
region ten folds. Connectivity is both physical 
and conceptual. There is also a need to focus 
on introducing digital solutions in the area, 
as is the need for creating more centers and 
forums for Central Asian studies. All speak-
ers agreed that through opportunities of 
transport that CPEC will provide, it will not 
only become a network of connectivity, but 
also an energy generator and trade booster 
among many other things. Using both inland 
and sea routes, regional players have an 
ideal opportunity to transform geo-political 
competition into geo-political cooperation.

Leaders of both China and Pakistan have 
shown a political will to connect the region 
in multiple ways. Hence, CPEC is a gambit 
of connectivity to bring prosperity to the 
entire region. The current level of trade in the 
region is not high and could receive a boost 
through both BRI and CPEC.  However, an 
enabling environment is key, as is addressing 
the human resource in the region. Another 
factor is peace and prosperity in Afghanistan, 
which if achieved,  would give an added boost 
to the prosperity and development of the 

CPEC & Pakistan 
Ce n t ra l  A s i a n  Co n n e c t i v i t y
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region .
Interstate relation models are jostling and 

competing with each other, the Chinese 
model emphasizes common development. 
At present, it encompasses more than sixty 
countries. The instability in Afghanistan is a 
major impediment as are strict visa regimes, 
lack of air connections, and of course, the 
language barrier. These must be addressed 
immediately in order to achieve the full po-
tential of the CPEC project. Pakistan needs 
to abandon short term security driven policy 
frameworks for connectivity for a long term 
approach that privileges domestic economic 
interests and commerce.

In this context, Pakistan’s inclusion in the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
has further enhanced its regional connectivity 
and economic prospects. Pakistan’s strategic 
location would make it a regional hub of 
trade and commerce to Central Asia and SCO 
member states.

Contemororay global and regional politics 
revolves around geo-economics and in this 
context, China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) a flagship project of Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) is presenting revolutionary 
opportunities for regional countires to build 
strong economic, trade and commercial 
ties.  CPEC ushered a new era of growth in 
Pakistan and made an attractive destination 
for foreign direct investment.

Moreover, Pakistan and the Russian Fed-
eration are connected by a deep historical 
and cultural affinity, geographical proximity, 
and a convergence of strategic and economic 
interests. It is indeed an honour for me to 
receive this highly prestigious award from 
Russia’s ministry of foreign affairs for 
strengthening the understanding and bonds 
between two great nations. The shifting stra-
tegic landscape of global and regional politics 
demand that both countries should enhance 
their bilateral and regional engagement for 
the stability of the wider region, she said.

There is a tremendous amount of unex-
plored economic, trade and defence potential 
that needs to be capitalized for the benefit of 
two nations and the larger regional wellbeing. 
The strategic significance of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and urged the re-
gional countries to gain maximum economic 
benefits from this transnational project. 

At the same time, Pakistan-Azerbaijan 
bilateral relations transcend geographical 
boundaries and distance, characterized 
by shared values and common outlook on 
various regional and global issues based on 
confidence, mutual trust and respect. Both 
share common regional and global challenges 
and threats in the current geopolitical trends 
and need greater cooperation to maximize 
each other’s potential to overcome them. 
Both countries need to increase people-
to-people contacts through tourism and 
initiating direct flights. Pakistan-Azerbaijan 
trade is miniscule compared to its potential 

and needs to be improved through greater 
interaction between their Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry. Terrorism and drug traf-
ficking is a common challenge. Pakistan and 
Azerbaijan should develop joint mechanisms 
to deal with these mutual threats.

There is need of exploration of an important 
part of Azerbaijan-Pakistan relations, which 
present numerous opportunities to both 
countries, especially for their think tanks to 
work together and increase knowledge about 
each other. Pakistan is a strategic, brotherly 
country and the government and people of 
Azerbaijan are always ready to improve and 
strengthen relations.

There has been a 23% increase in trade 
between both countries, and visa procedures 
for Pakistanis had been eased to facilitate 
travel and tourism, and in the near future, 
direct flights between both countries are also 
being planned. Energy projects and scholar-
ship programmes for Pakistani students were 

also being implemented.
Located between the East and West, North 

and South, Azerbaijan is fast becoming an 
important transport and trade hub. Azer-
baijan has a multilateral, balanced, proactive 
and independent foreign policy. This is why 
the country is member of the Non-Aligned 
Movement and not a part of any military 
forum. Given its balanced foreign policy, 
Azerbaijan’s trilateral relations with Pakistan, 
Turkey are equally important which are 
project-oriented; and also help to discuss and 
resolve regional problems through diplomacy 
and peaceful means.

Pakistan was one of the few countries that 
did not close eyes to the injustice, openly con-
demned the aggression and spoke about the 
true nature of events in Nogorno-Karabakh 
without any ambiguous statements and 
messages. Azerbaijan is also aware of how 

international institutions and great and re-
gional powers approach Pakistan in a double-
standard manner. We see how Pakistan tries 
to survive in a very complicated geography. 
Azerbaijan has always supported the position 
of Pakistan in international affairs and UN 
Security Council resolutions regarding the 
Kashmir problem; and will always be com-
mitted to this position.

There is a growing need for security and 
strategic cooperation; as well as via energy 
and pipeline politics which is now more of a 
reality. In the changing geopolitical milieu, 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan need to further 
strengthen their ties, especially in the defence 
and trade sector and forge more sustainable 
relations with each other. 

Pprospects and challenges of connectiv-
ity between CPEC and the Economic Co-
operation Organization (ECO), have huge 
potential for creating direct or multimodal 
transport connectivity, which could enhance 

regional economic integration in a globalised 
environment.  Pakistan has always been sup-
portive of connectivity-related initiatives for 
achieving regional cooperation, be it ECO 
or CPEC.

Lack of capacity and strong political will on 
part of ECO member countries is weakening 
this Organization otherwise ECO has the 
potential of becoming a strong and viable 
economic bloc if it connects with BRI 
and CPEC; member states strengthen its 
Secretariat; increase funding; re-negotiate 
the ECO trade agreement and turn it into a 
Free Trade Agreement; focus on multilateral 
agreements; and increase networking of the 
ECO Bank with other IFIs.

Writer is the CEO of Melange Digital Mar-
keting and an expert on Political Economy 
and Director of Bandial Group
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The US is fighting the longest war in its 
history and has spent $1.5 trillion in Af-
ghanistan. Billions of dollars have also been 
spent in stoking covert war and hybrid war 
against Pakistan. Their troop casualties are 
nearing 2400 and that of civil contractors 
1750. While suicide rate of US combatants 
has increased, cases of post stress disorders 
run into tens of thousands. The US prestige 
and credibility as the sole super power is in 
tatters.

Its economy is under tremendous strain 
and national debt has jumped sky high on 
account of futile war on terror, funding 

clandestine operations and maintaining mili-
tary bases all over the globe. Diplomatically, 
it is getting isolated in the region and has 
made many enemies. Ironically, after losing 
so much, the US has not been able to achieve 
any of its stated and unstated objectives and 
is finding itself stuck in the graveyard of 
empires and has no clue how it will get out 
of the quagmire.   

During the 17-year war on terror, Pakistan 
suffered the most since its so-called friends 
and allies played a double game by pushing 
terrorism from Afghanistan into Pakistan 
and then forcing Pakistan security forces 
to fight the proxies trained by RAW-NDS 
on its soil. Pakistan was destabilized by the 
Indo-US-Afghan nexus under a calculated 
plan in order to denuclearize it and make it 
a pliant state.

Donald Trump announced during his elec-
tion campaign in 2016 to pullout American 
troops from all conflict zones including Af-
ghanistan but he was also forced by Pentagon 
to change his track and reinforce failure by 
beefing up RSM.  He worsened the prospects 
of peace by adopting a highly belligerent pos-
ture against the Taliban and trying to solve 
the Afghan imbroglio militarily. He vowed to 
win the war and sent additional US troops to 
increase the strength of RSM to 18000 which 
included 14000 American troops.

Trump also coerced Pakistan and held it 
responsible for the instability in Afghanistan. 
He suspended the $ 800 million security 
fund, brandished the sword of FATF, directed 
the IMF to extend condition based loan to 
Pakistan, and hurled unsubstantiated accusa-
tions to demean Pakistan. The US surrogates 

ASIF HAROON RAJA
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India and Afghanistan upped the ante. 
Reason behind preferring force over giving 
peace a chance was that stalemate doesn’t 
suit the occupation forces who are tired, 
homesick and suffer from psychic disorders. 
The unity government in Kabul is doddering, 
while the ANSF is in disarray and is suffer-
ing extensively. However, Pentagon refuse to 
accept the hard fact that war is unwinnable 
and further stay is catastrophic.

In compliance with Trump’s Afghan policy, 
Gen Nicholson launched a tidal wave of air-
power and dropped mother of all bombs on 
Nangarhar and also used chemical weapons 
to roll back the Taliban. Financial resources 
including opium plants were targeted and re-
sistance movement was demonized through 
religious leaders. Trump administration in 
the meanwhile applied full diplomatic and 
economic pressure on Pakistan accusing it of 
providing safe havens to Haqqani Network 
and Taliban and pressing it to fight them. It 
put the blame well knowing that Pakistan 
had successfully flushed out all militant 
groups form FATA in 2015 and the runaway 
militants had taken shelter in safe havens of 
Kunar, Nuristan and Nangarhar in Afghani-
stan.

As a consequence to ruthless air bombing 
by US/NATO and Afghan jets, the civilian 
casualties in Afghanistan this year have 
broken all previous records. The figure is 
well over 8000 which include women and 
children. Emergence of ISIS (Khurasan) has 
taken the level of brutality to new heights. 
The strategy of coercion, raids and air 
bombardment didn’t work. The Taliban held 
their ground and retained their operational 
capacity to carry out attacks. They didn’t 
face any financial crisis and their strength 
which was estimated to be 15000 a decade 
ago has swelled to 60,000. The Taliban are 
gaining momentum, seizing territory, and 
killing ANSF soldiers in record numbers 

(2.9% monthly attrition rate and 22 deaths 
in a day).

ANSF has suffered 30,000 casualties since 
2015. The Taliban control more territory 
than at any time since their removal from 
power in November 2001, and are in control 
of over 61% of districts. They had successfully 

besieged provincial capital cities of Farah in 
May and Ghazni in August this year. Taliban 
are no more isolated or dependent upon Pa-
kistan. They have garnered political support 
of Russia, China, Iran, Qatar and UAE.

The Taliban are convinced that time and 
tide is in their favor. They are gearing to add 
more steam in their offensive to widen their 

influence in the contested regions. They will 
not ceasefire till such time their following 
demands are met:

Change of Posture
A change occurred in February 2018 when 
Asharf Ghani made an offer of recognizing 

Taliban as a legitimate political group and 
to open an office in Kabul. He proposed a 
ceasefire, release of prisoners, and removal of 
Taliban leaders from international blacklist, 
reintegration and constitutional review. It 
led to a 3-day ceasefire on the occasion of 
Eidul Fitr in June 2018. The Taliban also 
expressed their willingness to engage in talks 
and end the futile war. Daesh and division 
within them are factors which impelled the 
Taliban to agree to a political compromise. 
They know that the ground fight is between 
Afghans and not with foreign troops.    

Trump’s jingoism has watered down and 
he is now talking of peace. This change in 
posture has occurred because 2018 proved 
to be the deadliest year in terms of human 
losses. In Oct-Nov alone, ANSF lost 4,000 
troops and the US lost 10 officers and men. 
Having realized that the US cannot win the 
war, he agreed to the demand of the Taliban 
to hold direct talks with them. Three rounds 
of direct talks have taken place at Doha start-
ing July 2018.

Trump appointed Zalmay Khalilzad as 
special representative for Afghanistan and 
deputed him to arrange truce with Taliban 
and to work out a political settlement. 
Currently Zalmay is on a whirlwind visit to 
Pakistan, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Russia, Qatar 
and Afghanistan. Geneva conference held in 
last week of November 2018 was attended 
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by 61 countries. It endorsed the process of 
direct talks between the US/Afghan regime 
and Taliban. They laid emphasis on a politi-
cal settlement before the presidential election 
due in April next.   

The ground realities in Af-Pak region have 
undergone a change. While the two contest-
ants in Afghanistan are trying to gain an edge 
and bargain from a position of strength, the 
Taliban are at an advantageous position and 
are smelling victory. They are placing more 
trust in Russia after the latter outclassed USA 
in diplomacy by hosting an international 
conference at Moscow last month in which 
for the first time Taliban participated.

The US wants the Taliban to surrender 
arms or ceasefire and then hold talks, but 
this demand has been rejected by the Taliban. 
The Taliban want the US to give a firm date 
of complete withdrawal. They know that 
once this announcement is made, it will give 
a boost to their movement. That is why the 
NATO chief Stoltenberg and the US Secretary 
Defence James Mattis have thrown a spanner 
by stating that in spite of the understanding 
given to the Taliban at Doha in November 
that the exit plan will soon be announced, 
the RSM will not move out and will continue 
to protect the US interests in Afghanistan.

The military is once again playing the 
same game of delaying tactics in the hope of 
converting defeat into victory and is turning 
a blind eye to the advice of saner elements to 

exit immediately before it is too late.       
The Taliban are suspecting that the same 

old hidden hands are trying to sabotage the 
peace talks. They intend rejecting the peace 
talks and have made it clear that till such 
time the US announces its exit plan, they 
will continue fighting. They are planning to 
avenge the death of Maulvi Manan.      

Pakistan which has suffered the most 
because of instability in Afghanistan since 
1979 is being coerced by USA and pressed 

to compel the Taliban to hold talks and to 
fight with those refusing to talk. Pakistan 
has declined to do more. Pakistan no more 
wield that much influence over the Taliban 
to convince them to come to the negotiating 
table and that too when the demands of 
Taliban and USA are divergent.

There is no guarantee that the US will 
abide by its commitments. Its credibility has 
become doubtful after it cancelled the P5+1 
nuclear deal with Iran. Pentagon, CIA, US 
Corporates, drug mafia, civil contractors, 
Israel and India are spoilers and like the war 

to drag on owing to their mercantile and 
imperialist interests.

Russia on the other hand is getting weary 
of the stalemate and are concerned about the 
footprints of ISIS (Kurdistan) in Afghani-
stan. China wants peaceful Afghanistan to 
ensure stability of Sinkiang and success of its 
one-belt project. Likewise, Iran, Uzbekistan, 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan desire peaceful 
neighborhood.    

As long as the US-NATO forces are present 

in Afghanistan, Northern Alliance heavy 
government is in power, Indian influence is 
there, and foreign agencies continue training, 
equipping, funding and launching terrorists 
into Pakistan, hope for peace is far-fetched.

Even if the Taliban agree to sit on the 
negotiating table and arrive at a political 
settlement, the big issue at hand will be how 
to deal with Daesh, and to achieve harmony 
and reconciliation between various militant 
groups, hardliners in Taliban, and the Tajiks, 
Uzbeks, Hazaras under the sway of India and 
differences between Ashraf Ghani and Dr. 

Abdullah.   
Trump has asked Pakistan’s PM Imran 

Khan to help in ending the war. This overture 
is not new. Whenever the US finds itself on 
a weak wicket, it renews its efforts towards 
peace but no sooner it gets out of the muddle, 
it readopts its old stance. What it desires is to 
hold negotiations from a position of strength 
and to dictate terms for a political settlement.

What must be remembered is that the 
Indo-US-Afghan-Israel objectives against 
Pakistan remain unchanged. The US is too 
firmly committed to India and will never 
take any step to please Pakistan at the cost 
of annoying India.

What must not be forgotten is that Pakistan 
does not fit into the security paradigm of 
USA. Reason is that it is a Muslim country, 
and a nuclear power aligned with China, 
which refuses to accept Indian hegemony 
and become a compliant State. Therefore, 
the US will continue to misuse Pakistan to 
accomplish its short-term objectives in the 
region and will neither make it its strategic 
partner nor make it a self-reliant country.

What is however worrying is that despite re-
peated betrayals, Pakistan’s leadership refuse 
to come out of the magic spell of USA. That is 
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why, the new leadership has got excited and 
has started flying balloons of optimism after 
receiving a letter from most unpredictable 
Trump. Shah Mahmood Qureshi is singing 
the old tunes of appeasement. 

It will be unwise on part of Pakistan to 
please untrustworthy USA and the puppet 
government in Kabul which has all along 
towed the Indian dictates, by out rightly 
annoying the Pashtun Taliban having blood 
relations with Pakistani Pashtuns and Paki-
stan sharing 60% of its border with eastern 
and southern Afghanistan. It must not be 
forgotten that the non-Pashtun Afghans and 
a sizeable segment of Afghan Pashtuns hate 
Pakistan because of brainwashing by India.         

Change of heart will be discernible only if 
the US and its strategic partners remove the 
cloak of victimhood and stop blaming Paki-
stan for their mistakes and failures, the US 
recognizes and addresses Pakistan’s genuine 
security concerns, forbids anti-Pakistan 
nexus from meddling into internal affairs 
of Pakistan, close dozens of Pakistan spe-
cific training camps/centres and four Indian 
Consulates established in Afghanistan, gives 
up its mission of disabling Pakistan’s nuclear 
program and accepts CPEC as a reality and 
above all acknowledges Pakistan’s sacrifices 
and stops distrusting Pakistan.

But why should the US do so when Paki-
stan has never picked up courage to speak 
about the sinister objectives of USA and 
its strategic partners and pursues a policy 
of appeasement? Khawaja Asif during his 
brief stint as foreign minister in first half of 
2018 had boldly shown mirror to US leaders 
when he visited Washington and explained 
how the most allied ally was repeatedly 
slighted by USA. If Ashraf Ghani, USA, 
Russia, China, Iran, Gulf States and India 
are vying to befriend Taliban, why are we 
shy of declaring our rapport with them and 
pleading their case?

In the backdrop of US betrayals, Pakistan 
must not feel optimistic that there is a 
genuine change of heart in Washington. It 
must not give false hopes to Washington 
or to Kabul that it can bring the Taliban 
in line particularly after all the important 
Taliban leaders including Mulla Baradar 
have been released. What Pakistan can do 
is to reinforce the prevailing impression that 
Pakistan is central to Afghan peace process, 
and that it can play a key role in strengthen-
ing the hands of peace makers to stabilize 
Afghanistan, and can help the foreign troops 
in exiting from Afghanistan safely.

As far as the US is concerned, since it has 
created the mess, the onus of clearing the 
mess rests on it. However, it is beyond its 
capability to do so at its own. It must shed 
away wrong notions that troop surges, air/
drone strikes, technology, resources and 
propaganda will help in winning the war. It 
must understand that dialogue is the only 
way to end the turmoil. It should stop the 
blame game, accord priority to diplomacy 

over coercion and force, give the timeline 
of withdrawal from Afghanistan, should 
engage with Taliban, Russia, China, Pa-
kistan and Iran, and keep out the spoiler 
India which doesn’t share border with 
Afghanistan. Under the policy of accommo-
dation, 2019 should be declared as the year 
of peace. All stakeholders should exhibit 
flexibility and patience and adopt policy 

of reconciliation to ensure lasting peace in 
war-torn country.

The writer is a retired Brig, war veteran, 
defence analyst, columnist, author of five 
books, Vice Chairman Thinkers Forum 
Pakistan, Director Measac Research Centre. 
asifharoonraja@gmail.com  
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PM Imran Khan 
in a quest for revitalizing foreign ties

Saima Zaman

Prime Minister Imran Khan has pledged to 
ease the life for common citizen of Pakistan 
as well as to enhance international coop-
eration. The recent visit to Malaysia was also 
part of the same spirit. In a statement earlier, 
Foreign Ministry of Malaysia said that the 
visit was at the invitation of Prime Minister 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad. “The visit will be 
Imran’s inaugural visit to Malaysia since 
assuming his post last August”, it further 
revealed.  The governments of Pakistan and 
Malaysia have a lot in common. Both are 
headed by a Prime Minister who swept to 
power after having ousted the incumbent, 
on the back of overwhelming support to wipe 
out corruption.

Both Prime Ministers inherited a country 
with large national debt and are popular 
personalities in and outside their countries. 
Malaysia and Pakistan enjoy substantive and 
longstanding bilateral relations in the field of 
education, tourism, defence cooperation and 
technical assistance. Malaysia was optimistic 
that this visit will provide a new impetus to 
the bilateral cooperation that would cement 
and elevate Malaysia and Pakistan relations 
to a higher level and so it did.  In 2017, the 
total bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries was recorded at RM5.76 billion (US 
dollar 1.34 billion), an increase of 3.5 per cent 
as compared to 2016. Pakistan is Malaysia’s 
third largest trading partner amongst South 
Asian countries.

During the visit, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan was accorded a ceremonial welcome at 
the Perdana Square, Prime Minister’s Office, 
Putrajaya by Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, Prime 
Minister of Malaysia. After the welcoming 
ceremony, Prime Minister Imran Khan held 
a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Dr. 
Mahathir Mohamad in Putrajaya. Both lead-
ers held fruitful and in-depth discussions, 
which took place in a warm and cordial 
atmosphere. The discussion covered a wide 
range of bilateral, regional and international 
issues of mutual interests.

PM Imran Khan, who admires Dr 
Mahathir, said both governments were 
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in a similar situation. “The people gave 
us the power and mandate based on our 
anti-corruption platform,” he said at a joint 
press conference with Dr Mahathir after a 
bilateral meeting. Saying that Pakistan is now 
burdened with “unprecedented debt”, Imran 
Khan said there was a lot that Pakistan and 
Malaysia could share in dealing with the crisis 
and how they could get out of it. “We have fol-
lowed Dr Mahathir’s progress, especially since 
I came to office. My party wants to learn from 
your experience and how you transformed the 
economy, Pakistan intends to seek Malaysia’s 
expertise in tourism, adding that despite 
having an abundance of tourist spots, there 
were very few resorts and this was where 
Malaysian companies could come in”.

At a luncheon held at Seri Perdana in 
honour of Imran Khan’s visit, Dr Mahathir 
acknowledged Pakistan’s confidence towards 
several Malaysian companies involved in vari-
ous projects in the country. In a statement, 
foreign office of Malaysia said that the two 
leaders also discussed issues affecting the 
Muslim world, particularly on the situation in 
Palestine and Rakhine State in Myanmar. PM 
Imran Khan raised the issue of Kashmir on 
“its grave human rights situation”. “Malaysia 
also took note of Pakistan’s massive counter-
terrorism efforts to eliminate terrorism,” the 
statement added.

The joint statement between the two 
countries clearly depicted the interest which 
both Nations have for each other. Regarding 
bilateral consultation further engagements 
been planned whereas for further enhancing 
the relations the steps like development of 
bilateral economic ties, expanding trade and 
investment, creating favourable conditions 
for commerce and business in both countries, 
particularly in palm oil, agri products, food 

retail, halal products, automotive parts, 
energy, science and technology, and telecom-
munication will be further focused. The 
sole electric provider company in Malaysia, 
Tenaga Nasional Berhad is open to business 
opportunities with Pakistan including in 
renewable energy.

The Malaysia-Pakistan Closer Economic 
Partnership Agreement (MPCEPA) signed on 
8 November 2007 in Kuala Lumpur which 
entered into force on 1 January 2008 also 
remained a core issue on agenda. Malaysia 
and Pakistan recognised the importance of 
regular discussions to strengthen the trade 
relationship in key sectors and addressing 
bilateral trade imbalance. Both leaders wel-
comed continuing efforts to further enhance 
bilateral economic relations and underscored 
importance of these efforts in advancing 

cooperation between Malaysia and Pakistan.
In this regard, both sides pledged to look 

forward to a possible MPCEPA Joint Com-
mittee Meeting in the near future with the 
intention to enhance further economic part-
nership. Dr. Mahathir Mohamad reiterated 
Malaysia’s commitment to assist Pakistan in 
addressing its energy shortfall. In this regard 
an Inter-Governmental Agreement on Liq-
uefied Natural Gas (LNG) has already been 
signed last year, which will be entertained 
further.

Both leaders witnessed the signing of the 
Partial Visa Abolishment Agreement (PVAA) 
which will reinforce the positive momentum 
in the bilateral relationship by broadening 
contact at the officials’ level between the 
two countries. Both sides acknowledged 
the importance of the tourism industry 
and youth exchanges in promoting greater 
people-to-people contacts, sustainable socio- 
economic growth, and in fostering mutual 
understanding between the two countries. 
Regional cooperation platforms has a special 
and particular importance so during PM 
Imran Khan’s visit to Malaysia, it remained 
an imperative point.

Pakistan has recognized Malaysia’s success 
in the high-tech industry hub in the northern 
state of Penang and highlighted its intention 
to explore greater collaboration between high-
tech industries in Malaysia and Pakistan. 
Malaysia also invited Pakistani companies 
to invest in Malaysia in both manufacturing 
and services sectors where the companies are 
able to leverage Malaysia’s strategic location 
in expanding their investments into ASEAN 
and the Asia Pacific regions.

Pakistan invited potential Malaysian com-
panies to explore the possibility of investing in 
Special Economic Zones to take advantage of 
Pakistan’s strategic location at the crossroads 
of Central, South and West Asia. Leaders 
of Both  nations reaffirmed the importance 
of the Memorandum of Understanding on 
Defence Cooperation and looked forward 
to the 13th Joint Committee on Defence 
Cooperation (JCDC) which will be convened 
in 2019 in Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia invited 
Pakistan to participate in the upcoming Lang-
kawi International Maritime and Aerospace 
Exhibition (LIMA) in 2019. Pakistan also 
welcomed Malaysia’s participation in Defence 
Expo IDEAS- 2018.

During the visit PM Imran Khan also visited 
the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission 
(MACC), which indeed shows a pivotal and 
pragmatic approach.  Recently, The Pakistani 
High Commissioner in Malaysia Mohammad 
Nafees Zakaria called on the Prime Minis-
ter of Malaysia Mahathir Mohamad and 
extended an invitation to attend Pakistan’s 
National Day on March 23 next year. 

Writer is the Assistant Editor ‘Mélange int’l 
Magazine’, ‘The Asian Telegraph’ & Project 
Coordinator (COPAIR); a degree holder in 
communication & media sciences.
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Saudi Arabia’s King Salman inau-
gurated the 39th GCC summit in 
Riyadh. The GCC, established in 
1981 in Abu Dhabi, comprises of 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The presidency 
shifts among the six members based on the 
Arabic alphabet. Although the 39th summit 
was held in Riyadh upon a request from 
Oman, Oman will be the president for the 
next 12 months. The 39th Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) summit ended without any 
major breakthroughs to resolve a diplomatic 
crisis that continues to grip the region.

Holding the summit under the difficult 
circumstances the GCC countries are going 
through is an indicator of the improvement of 
the future situation and the desire to maintain 
the cohesion of Gulf States. The summit 
called for strengthening joint GCC work in 
order to overcome the challenges facing GCC 
countries. The most prominent decisions of 
the meeting was the declaration to welcome 
the establishment of a joint military force 
and appoint a commander to lead the joint 
defense system, as well as the establishment 
of an academy for strategic studies. In a joint 
press conference with GCC Secretary General 

Abdullatif Al-Zayani, the Saudi foreign min-
ister said: we are waiting for Qatar to adopt 
the policies that are required for them to deal 
with. That comment I think means the door is 
still open for Qatar regardless of the complica-
tion of the crisis.

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah led Kuwait’s delegation to the Gulf 
summit. He said the continuation of the Gulf 
dispute presents a serious threat to unity. He 
called to stop malicious media campaigns, 
pointing out that this will “create the at-
mosphere to resolve the dispute between us. 
Personally as a Kuwaiti citizen, I believe that 
this is right, because the dispute with Qatar 
needs to end soon.

On the Yemeni crisis, the Amir said that the 
conflict in Yemen poses a direct threat to all of 
us”. He stressed that “our relations with Iran 
must be set on the principles adopted by the 

United Nations, of which the most important 
is non-interference in our affairs.

The GCC issued a final statement which 
highlights key points of agreement, starting 
with a mutual commitment to economic 
integration among GCC states and the com-
prehensive application of the provisions of 
the economic agreement with a view to 

achieve economic unity in 2025, along with 
combating terrorist organizations through 
security integration and countering extremist 
ideologies.

In an impressive gesture, HH the Amir drew 
media attention during the official photo with 
the leaders of the delegations to the summit. 
As the leaders lined up to take the photo, the 
Amir went to the Qatari flag and held it to 
check whether it was visible in the picture.

The boycotting of Qatar since June 5, 2017 
undoubtedly has had a clear impact on the 
image of Gulf cohesion, and the Kuwaiti me-
diation has not succeeded so far in bringing 
together the parties. But I think this summit 
may be a prelude to the return of the brothers 
to one table. Saudi King Salman concluded 
the summit and the leaders went back to their 
countries, leaving behind hope and a heavy 
agenda to work on.

Divisions among Gulf States were exposed 
when Saudi Arabia’s allies rounded on Qatar 
for snubbing a personal invite from King 
Salman and sending a relatively junior for-
eign minister to the annual Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) meeting in Riyadh. Qatar is 
enduring a 20-month economic, diplomatic 
and political boycott by Saudi, Egypt, the 

United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain 
that has soured 
relations and led 
to bitter rhetorical 
war.  Whi le  the 
crisis was not ex-
plicitly mentioned 
during the meeting, 
a call for unity was 
issued at the end of 
the gathering in a 

joint communique. Qatar’s foreign ministry 
spokesman blasted the communique on 
Twitter for not discussing or resolving the 
blockade.

The summit, the first since a brief bad-
tempered meeting last December, comes at 
the worst moment of crisis in the 37-year 
history of the GCC, which was designed as a 
customs and political union for the six Gulf 
States. At the summit’s opening session, 
Kuwait, a traditional mediator in the region, 
urged all sides to end the damaging persistent 
disunity. Its emir, Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Sabah, specifically called for an end to the 
media campaigns he said had planted the 
seeds of discord in the region. 

Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe 
& Coordinator Center of Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR)

GCC Summit & Future Road 
Map for Arab unity
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MOHAMMAD ARSHAD

The global expansion has peaked with pro-
jected GDP growth to ease gradually from 
3.7% in 2018 to around 3½ per cent in 2019 
and 2020, broadly in line with underlying 
global potential output growth. In the near 
term, policy support and strong job growth 
continue to underpin domestic demand. 
However, macroeconomic policies are pro-
jected to become less accommodative over 

time, and headwinds from trade tensions, 
tighter financial conditions and higher oil 
prices are set to continue. Growth in the 
OECD area is set to slow gradually, from 
around 2½ per cent in 2017-18 to just under 
2% by 2020. Wage and price inflation are 
projected to rise, but only moderately.

Considerable uncertainty remains about 
the strength of the relationship between 
capacity and inflation, and there are risks 
that a sharper inflation upturn could occur. 
The rise in oil prices this year has pushed up 
headline inflation, and import tariffs have 
begun to raise prices in a few countries. 
Global trade has already started to ease, with 
trade restrictions having adverse effects on 
confidence and investment plans, and global 
trade growth appears set to remain at under 
4% per annum on average over 2018-20. 
Outcomes could be weaker still if downside 

risks materialise.
Further moves by the United States and 

China to raise barriers on bilateral trade 
would hit output in these economies, with 
adverse effects on global growth and trade. 
A supply-driven disruption in oil markets 
would place upward pressure on inflation, 
at least temporarily, around the world and 
slow growth. Financial market pressures on 

emerging-market economies could intensify, 
particularly if an upside surprise in inflation 
in the advanced economies were to trigger a 
further rise in policy interest rates and a new 
round of asset repricing.

A decade after the financial crisis, vulner-
abilities also persist in many economies 
from elevated asset prices and high debt 
levels. On the upside, a quick resolution of 
trade tensions, or stronger structural policy 
ambition around the world, could improve 
confidence and limit the drag on investment 
from high uncertainty. Recent developments 
and the projected outlook pose considerable 
challenges for policymakers. An immediate 
need is to reduce policy-related uncertainty 
by arresting the slide towards protectionism 
and reinforcing the global rules-based inter-
national trade system through multilateral 
dialogue.

Macroeconomic policy requirements differ 
across countries, reflecting the diverging 
challenges they face. In the main advanced 
economies, monetary policy accommodation 
can be reduced gradually, albeit at a differ-
ing pace. Fiscal policy is projected to turn 
broadly neutral in most OECD countries in 
2019-20 after the notable easing in recent 
years. The planned neutral fiscal stance is 

generally appropriate given the economic 
outlook; the further easing announced in a 
few countries with already high public debt 
could lead to adverse reactions in financial 
markets.

In emerging-market economies, careful 
choices are required to maintain policy 
credibility. Those economies with a robust 
macroeconomic policy framework and flex-
ible exchange rate may need only a modest 
tightening of monetary policy in line with 
ongoing asset repricing, and solid fiscal posi-
tions provide scope to ease policy if necessary 
to support demand. There is less scope for 
such support in emerging-market economies 
where there are concerns about the sustain-
ability of fiscal or external positions. Other 
priorities for policy in all countries are to 
enhance resilience against risks, particularly 
continued financial vulnerabilities from high 

Global Economic Performance 
in 2018 & Prospects in 2019
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debt, and to strengthen reform efforts to 
improve prospects for longer-term growth 
that is sustainable and provides opportunities 
for all. An interaction of the major downside 
risks would weaken global output and trade 
growth substantially, with the possibility 
that the level of global output could be over 
½ per cent weaker than projected by 2020. 
If downside risks were to produce a sharper 
global downturn than currently projected, 
co-ordinated policy action across countries 
would provide the most effective counter-
weight.

With limited scope to use monetary policy 
in some areas in the near term and the need 
to use instruments that have swift effects on 
growth, fiscal policy easing will be likely to 
have an important role in restoring growth, 
even if the room for manoeuvre has dimin-
ished with high public debt. Preparing for 
such an eventuality now by planning projects 
that can be rolled out rapidly would increase 
the effectiveness of a coordinated fiscal 
response.

In many countries, unemployment is 
at record lows and labour shortages are 
beginning to emerge. But rising risks could 
undermine the projected soft landing from 
the slowdown. Trade growth and investment 
have been slackening on the back of tariff 
hikes. Higher interest rates and an appreci-
ating US dollar have resulted in an outflow 
of capital from emerging economies and are 
weakening their currencies. Monetary and 
fiscal stimulus is being withdrawn progres-
sively in the OECD area.

The shakier outlook in 2019 reflects dete-
riorating prospects, principally in emerging 
markets such as Turkey, Argentina and 
Brazil, while the further slowdown in 2020 
is more a reflection of developments in ad-
vanced economies as slower trade and lower 
fiscal and monetary support take their toll. 

Presenting the Outlook, OECD Secretary-
General Angel Gurría said: Trade conflicts 
and political uncertainty are adding to the 
difficulties governments face in ensuring that 
economic growth remains strong, sustain-
able and inclusive. We urge policy-makers to 
help restore confidence in the international 
rules-based trading system and to implement 
reforms that boost growth and raise living 
standards particularly for the most vulner-
able.

Read the full speech. The Outlook says 
trade tensions are already harming global 
GDP and trade, and estimates that if the US 
hikes tariffs on all Chinese goods to 25%, 
with retaliatory action being taken by China, 
world economic activity could be much 

weaker. By 2021, world GDP would be hit by 
0.5%, by an estimated 0.8% in the US and by 
1% in China. Greater uncertainty would add 
to these negative effects and result in weaker 
investment around the world. The Outlook 
also shows that annual shipping traffic 
growth at container ports, which represents 
around 80% of international merchandise 
trade, has fallen to below 3% from close to 
6% in 2017.

Growth in China has eased over the course 
of 2018 amid tighter rules on “shadow bank” 
financial intermediaries outside the formal 
banking sector, a more rigorous approval 
process for local government investment and 
new US tariffs on Chinese imports. Stimulus 
measures and easier financial conditions by 
the central bank may help to bolster slowing 
growth and help engineer a soft landing, 
but could also aggravate risks to financial 
stability, says the Outlook. A much sharper 
slowdown in Chinese growth would damage 
global growth significantly, particularly if it 
were to hit financial market confidence.

With very low interest rates in many 
countries particularly in the euro area and 
historically high  debt-to-GDP levels (both 
public and private), policy-makers’ room for 
manoeuvre in case of a more marked global 
downturn is limited. The Outlook says it is 
important to maintain the capacity for tax 
and spending policies to stimulate demand 
if growth weakens sharply. Although such 
fiscal space is limited, co-ordinated action 
will be far more effective than countries going 
it alone. Such action should be focussed on  
growth-friendly measures, such as invest-
ment in physical and digital infrastructure 
and targeting consumption spending more 
towards the less well-off.

Laurence Boone, OECD Chief Economist, 
said: There are few indications at present that 
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the slowdown will be more severe than pro-
jected. But the risks are high enough to raise 
the alarm and prepare for any storms ahead. 
Cooperation on fiscal policy at the global and 
euro level will be needed. She added, shoring 
up the global economy also involves respond-
ing to people’s concerns about the lack of 
improvements in wages, living standards 
and opportunities. Promoting competition 
to improve business dynamics can help by 
increasing workers’ bargaining position and 
lowering prices for consumers. Investing in 
skills is also crucial. It raises productivity 
and income and reduces inequality between 
workers.

A special chapter in the Outlook shows 
how, as digitalisation spreads, the divide 
between high-skill, low-routine jobs and 
low-skill, high-routine work continues to 
grow, posing the risk of further widening 
inequalities. It says strengthening product 
market competition would not only prompt 
wider diffusion of new technologies, thereby 
raising productivity growth, but also help 
transfer output and efficiency gains to wages.

Amidst rising trade tensions, global trade 
volume growth (goods plus services) has 
slowed this year, with particularly weak 
outcomes in the first half of the year. High 
frequency indicators, such as export orders 
and container port traffic, suggest that the 
prospects for future trade growth remain 
modest. A series of new tariffs and retalia-
tory counter-measures have already come 
into effect this year, and there is a risk that 
more may be implemented next year. New 
restrictive trade policy measures have re-
sulted in marked changes in trade flows and 
prices in some targeted sectors, particularly 
in the United States and China, with some 
transactions being brought forward ahead 
of announced tariffs.

Policy announcements are also affecting 
business sentiment and investment plans, 
especially in manufacturing, and have added 
to uncertainty. Financial conditions have 
tightened this year, with rising long-term 
interest rates, particularly in the United 
States, triggering repricing across many asset 
markets and significant turbulence in a few 
emerging-market economies. The associ-
ated shift in risk sentiment has contributed 
to sizeable currency depreciations against 
the US dollar in many emerging-market 
economies, especially ones with large and 
rising external imbalances.

An additional weakening of market senti-
ment towards emerging-market economies 
would cut their growth further and place 
renewed downward pressure on their curren-
cies. Higher and more volatile oil prices over 
the past year have added to the challenges 
for oil-importing economies. Oil prices 
have been over 30% higher this year (as of 
mid-November) than in 2017. Production 
in the United States and Russia has risen 
to record levels, but continued uncertainty 
about potential supply disruptions in some 

Trade wars to hit world economy in 2019

The global economy has passed its peak and faces a slowdown driven by trade disputes 
and higher interest rates, according to a global economic watchdog. The Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), which advises many of the world’s 
richest economies, on Wednesday said it has cut its 2019 global growth forecast to 3.5 
percent from 3.7 percent as predicted earlier. The OECD also warned that if the United 
States were to hike tariffs to 25 percent on all Chinese imports, as Trump has threatened, 
the world economic growth could fall to close to 3 percent in 2020. US President Donald 
Trump slapped tariffs on many trade partners and escalated a tit-for-tat dispute with 
China.

The growth slowdown is expected to be worst in non-OECD countries, with many 
emerging-market economies likely to see capital outflows as the US Federal Reserve 
gradually raises interest rates. The OECD cut its outlook for countries at risk such as 
Brazil, Russia, Turkey and  South Africa. “We’re returning to the long-term trend. We’re not 
expecting a hard landing, however, there’s a lot of risks. A soft landing is always difficult,” 
OECD chief economist Laurence Boone told news agency.

The Paris-based agency said that while labour markets are in good health in major 
economies like the US, trade and investment have taken a hit from higher tariffs. Trade 
conflicts and political uncertainty are adding to the difficulties governments face in ensur-
ing that economic growth remains strong, sustainable and inclusive, OECD chief Angel 
Gurria said. A full-blown trade war and the resulting economic uncertainty could knock 
as much as 0.8 percent off global gross domestic product by 2021, the OECD estimated.

Trimming China’s forecast, OECD said its growth would slow from 6.6 percent to a 
30-year low of 6.0 percent in 2020 in the face of higher US tariffs. It warned that a 
much sharper slowdown in Chinese growth would damage global growth significantly, 
particularly if it were to hit financial market confidence.Though at the source of the current 
tensions, the US economy was expected to fare better than most other major economies. 
The OECD’s 2018 and 2019 forecast for the US remained unchanged. It said growth in 
the world’s biggest economy would slow from nearly 3.0 percent this year to slightly more 
than 2.0 percent in 2020. In Britain, the OECD forecast growth would pick up from 1.3 
percent this year to 1.4 percent in 2019.
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OPEC economies, particularly Venezuela and 
Iran (who collectively account for around 4% 
of global supply at present), and expectations 
that demand growth might slow are result-
ing in considerable price volatility.

The rise in prices over the past year is al-
ready having a mild negative effect on global 
growth and adding to inflation. This could 
intensify if further supply disruptions mate-
rialise (see below). Overall, recent economic 
and financial developments and intensified 
downside risks suggest that global growth 
prospects have moderated, with outcomes di-
verging across the major economies. Global 
GDP growth is projected to ease gradually 
from 3.7% in 2018 to around 3½ per cent 
in 2019 and 2020, a rate close to global 
potential output growth. Outcomes could 
be weaker still if downside risks intensify (see 
below) or if policy uncertainty acts to restrain 
investment for a prolonged period.

The growth slowdown reflects a move 
towards less accommodative macroeco-
nomic policies over the coming two years, 
along with the continued headwinds from 
trade tensions, tighter financial conditions 
and higher oil prices. In the median OECD 
economy, the fiscal stance is projected to 
be broadly neutral in 2019 and 2020, after 
easing by 0.4 per cent of GDP in 2018.2 
However, fiscal easing of around 0.4% of 
GDP is still projected in the United States, 
the euro area and the United Kingdom in 
2019, with easing of 0.5% of GDP or more 
in Germany, Italy, Korea and a few smaller 
European economies.

Monetary policy normalisation is also set 
to continue in most economies, including the 
United States, and get underway in the euro 
area. Strong job growth and the effects of 
current and past fiscal and monetary policy 
support should continue to help underpin 
domestic demand in the advanced economies 
in the near term. However, rising trade ten-
sions, higher oil prices, softer confidence and 
heightened uncertainty are likely to temper 
trade and investment outcomes, with adverse 
effects on medium-term growth prospects. 
Emerging capacity constraints, particularly 
from tight labour markets, could also slow 
growth in a number of countries and add to 
inflationary pressures. Overall, OECD GDP 
growth is projected to slow from around 2½ 
per cent in 2018 to just under 2% by 2020 
(Figure 1.3, Panel A).

GDP growth in the United States is pro-
jected to ease from close to 3% in 2018 to 
just over 2% in 2020, in line with potential 
growth, as the support from fiscal easing 
wanes and gradual monetary policy nor-
malisation continues. Tax reforms, higher 
government spending, elevated confidence 
and the strong labour market continue to 
support domestic demand.

Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’, 
and Daily The Asian Telegraph

Slowing US economy in 2019, may enter 
recession in 2020: BES

The good economic news for 2019 is that the odds are still against the US economy 
entering a recession. The bad news, according to many economists, is a series of economic 
forecasts that calls for growth to not only be slower in the US, but also globally. 2018 has 
been a banner year for economic growth, with the US gross domestic product rising at an 
annual pace of 3.5% in the third quarter and at 4.2% in the second quarter, according to 
the Bureau of Economic Statistics. The economy has been firing on most of its cylinders, 
as consumers spent more, companies invested in inventories, and local governments 
maintained their spending, the BEA said.

As economists crunch the numbers for their 2019 forecasts, however, they are expecting 
a slowdown. Goldman drew some attention this week after it said US GDP growth will 
slow to 1.8% in the third quarter of 2019 and to 1.6% during the fourth quarter. The 
positive impact of the tax cuts passed in late 2017 will fade while financial conditions will 
tighten, Goldman predicted.

That forecast, not exactly sunny but not dire either, prompted some pushback from Larry 
Kudlow, who is serving as president of the National Economic Council under President 
Trump. In my personal view, our administration’s view, recession is so far in the distance 
I can’t see it, Kudlow said. The basic economy has reawakened and it’s gonna stay there… 
I mean, I’m reading some of the weirdest stuff, how a recession is around the corner. 
Nonsense.

Some economists are taking a darker view than Goldman, which is not forecasting a 
recession before 2020. A survey of economists by Reuters this week shows that most 
expect the chance of a recession in the U.S. is still low, at 35%, although the survey also 
showed that the median probability of a recession has inched up from 30% in the past 
month. Last week, Larry Summers, a Harvard economist and former treasury secretary 
during the Clinton Administration, said there’s a nearly 50% chance of recession by 2020.

The timing of a downturn may be in dispute, but many economists agree that the 
headwinds facing the US economy are growing stronger and more numerous: Interest 
rates keep rising, making borrowing costs more expensive for consumers and companies 
alike; trade tariffs are increasing, thanks in good part to Trump’s aggressive trade policies; 
and Wall Street analysts are growing concerned that earnings growth has peaked as the 
bull market enters its tenth year, especially in the overpriced tech sector.

Adding to those US headwinds is an anticipated slowdown in the global economy. On 
Wednesday, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development lowered its 
forecast for global economic growth to 3.5% from its previous forecast of 3.7% growth. 
Recent developments suggest that the global expansion has peaked and is likely to slow 
over the next two years, the OECD said.
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AMNA MALIK

Pakistan has almost overcome its 
current account deficit as generous 
financial assistance extended by 
the friendly countries has not only 
reduced the current account deficit 

and bolstered the foreign exchange reserves 
but also restored the confidence of both the 
domestic and international businessmen in 
sustainability of Pakistani economy. Result-
antly, Pakistani shares jumped 3.3 percent 
in early trade helped by an aid pledge from 
Saudi Arabia that emerged from the Future 

Investment Initiative in Riyadh. Saudi Arabia 
pledged $3 billion in support to Pakistan and 
allowed for up to $3 billion in deferred oil 
payments to help stave off a budget crisis. The 
deal came as Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan attended the opening of the Future 
Investment Initiative in Riyadh.

Earlier Khan met with King Salman and 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman to 
discuss bilateral issues. It was his second visit 
to the Kingdom in just over a month. It was 
agreed Saudi Arabia will place a deposit of $3 
billion for a period of one year as balance of 
payment support,” Pakistan’s foreign ministry 
said in a statement. It was also agreed that a 
one year deferred payment facility for import 
of oil, up to $3 Billion, will be provided by 
Saudi Arabia. This arrangement will be in 

place for three years, which will be reviewed 
thereafter.

During his address to the gathering of 
global business executives, Khan also con-
firmed that Pakistan was in talks with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) for a 
new bailout. Pakistan is seeking foreign aid to 
help plug a massive budgetary gap which the 
Pakistan prime minister has blamed on the 
mismanagement of the previous administra-
tion.

In October this year, several far-reaching 
decisions on bilateral economic and financial 
cooperation were reached during the discus-
sions held between Pakistani and Saudi 
officials: It was agreed that Saudi Arabia will 
place a deposit of US $3 billion for a period 
of one year as balance-of-payment support. 

Pak current account 
deficit is over

China likely to follow KSA, UAE friendly moves by extending 
financial aid to Pakistan
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A memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
was signed in this regard between Finance 
Minister Asad Umar and his Saudi counter-
part Muhammad Abdullah Al-Jadaan. It was 
also agreed that a one-year deferred payment 
facility for import of oil, up to $3 billion, will 
be provided by Riyadh. This arrangement 
will be in place for three years, after which it 
will be reviewed.

Saudi Arabia also confirmed its interest in 
investing in a petroleum refinery in Pakistan. 
An MoU for this project will be signed after 
obtaining the cabinet’s approval. The King-
dom also expressed interest in the develop-
ment of mineral resources in Pakistan. In 
this regard, the federal government will hold 
consultations with the Balochistan govern-
ment, following which a Saudi delegation 
will be invited to Pakistan to finalise matters.

Saudi Arabia’s USD 6 billion assistance 
package has eased pressure on Pakistan’s 
foreign exchange reserves and exuded confi-
dence that the country will emerge stronger 
and more prosperous in the coming years.  
Riyadh s gave Pakistan USD 3 billion in 
foreign currency support for a year and a 
further loan worth up to USD 3 billion in 
deferred payments for oil imports. 

The government was in contact with two 
other friendly countries for more financial 
assistance.  People should not worry as the 
difficult time would pass and Pakistan will 
emerge as a much stronger and prosperous 
country in the coming years.  A high-level 
UAE delegation arrived in Pakistan on Octo-
ber 26 to discuss investment opportunities, 
while Khan will visit China in the first week 
of November to seek business and investment 
as well as explore financial assistance. 

The Saudi financial package strengthened 
Pakistan’s bargaining position in case the 
government approached the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a bailout. Even if 
the government was forced to seek IMF as-
sistance, it would not need as much money as 
it would have needed in absence of the Saudi 
assistance. 

In late December, the United Arab Emir-
ates announced to deposit US$3 billion 
(equivalent to AED11 billion) in the State 
Bank of Pakistan to support the financial 
and monetary policy of the country. The 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development said, in 
a statement today, that it will deposit the 
said amount in the coming days to enhance 
liquidity and monetary reserves of foreign 
currency at the bank. The country’s support 
for Pakistan’s fiscal policy is based on the 
historical ties between the two people, said 
WAM, and the two friendly countries and 
the desire to further develop the bilateral 
cooperation in all fields.

Following the announcement, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan took to Twitter to thank the 
UAE government for supporting Pakistan so 
generously in our testing times. This reflects 
our commitment and friendship that has 
remained steadfast over the years, said the 

prime minister.
I want to thank the UAE govt for support-

ing Pakistan so generously in our testing 
times. This reflects our commitment and 
friendship that has remained steadfast over 
the years. The Abu Dhabi Fund for Develop-
ment has financed eight development pro-
jects in Pakistan with a total value of AED1.5 
billion, including AED931 million in grants. 
The funds covered projects in sectors such as 
energy, health, education and roads.

The PTI-led government, which com-
pleted its 100 days in power on November 26, 
counted resetting relations with key partners 
including Saudi Arabia and the UAE among 
its accomplishments in its performance report. 
Since assuming office in August, the premier 
has visited the UAE twice. The first visit took 
place in September when Khan visited Saudi 
Arabia and then the UAE. He was received by 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and 
the two countries had agreed to strengthen 
economic, trade and investment relations.

The next month, a UAE delegation 
comprising CEOs/senior officials of major 
companies including Mubadala Petroleum, 
ADIA (Sovereign Wealth Funds), Etisalat, 
DP World, Dubai Investment Authority, 
Emaar Properties, Aldahra Agriculture and 
Abu Dhabi Fund for Development arrived 
in Pakistan. According to Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, the one-day visit of 
the delegation headed by Dr Sultan Aljaber, 
minister of state and CEO of Abu Dhabi 
National Oil Company was a follow-up to the 
prime minister’s maiden visit to Abu Dhabi.

In November, the premier embarked on 
his second trip to the UAE amid reports that 
the gulf state was ready to extend financial 
assistance to Pakistan. Khan was received 
by the Abu Dhabi crown prince in the UAE 
capital and was accorded a reception at the 
presidential palace, which was followed by 
delegation-level talks.

Feeling the pulse the iron brother of Paki-
stan also took the initiative and now China 
is expected to deposit $2 billion in Pakistan 
reserves during the month of December and 
more importantly the economic diplomacy 
with the UAE is also going to show some 
results as UAE is likely to provide financial 
assistance as well. According to a report Pa-
kistan is likely to receive financial assistance 
from China and UAE this month. During the 
month of January 2019, the country is most 

likely to attain a $6 billion facility.
China will deposit $2 billion and will most 

likely do it in one go. However, China wants 
Pakistan not to highlight its assistance for 
strengthening the reserves. Apart from that, 
Pakistani authorities are also in process to 
finalize the purchase of 15 billion RMBs 
(Yuan) at a commercial rate. The expected 
relief from China in December and from the 
UAE in January next year will provide huge 
comfort to the PTI government.

Moreover, the official said that the latest 
statement by Finance Minister Asad Umar 
about Pakistan not being in a hurry for the 
IMF bailout package indicates that impend-
ing relief from China and UAE to support the 
foreign reserves is on the cards. Asad Umar 
was aware that things are moving with China 
and UAE in a positive trajectory and behind-
the-scenes talks with both the countries have 
matured indicating that China and UAE are 
all set to come forward to bail out Pakistan 
from the current economic morass.

Pakistan has already got $2 billion out 
of $3 billion promised by Saudi Arabia to 
strengthen the foreign exchange reserves. Ac-
cording to State Bank of Pakistan, the country 
will get the remaining $1 billion from Saudi 
Arabia in the month of January 2019. 

Author is the President, Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR) and 
Editor-in-Chief of ‘Mélange int’l Magazine’ 
and ‘ The Asian Telegraph’
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Leyla

The Big 5 is the most important 
building and construction show 
for the Middle East, North 
Africa and East Asia region for 
the building materials and pro-

vides a business and networking platform 
for the construction industry. It is also the 
gateway to the MENA construction market 
providing both exhibitors and visitors with 
the opportunity to conduct serious business 
with like-minded professionals and access 
the most current information on all aspects 
of the construction industry. Big 5 Dubai 
started its continuing evolving existence 
before 35 years, originally under the name 
The Big 5 Show, due to the separation of 
activities in five sectors. Throughout the 
years reached the eight sections and in-
cluded coatings, adhesives, sealants, HVAC 
(heating, ventilation, and air conditioning), 
water technology, steel construction, build-
ing interiors, kitchens, bathrooms, windows, 
doors, cladding.

This business-focused event is the global 

meeting place for  the 
construction community 
and brings together more 
than 2,600 exhibitors from 
137 participating countries, 
while attracting in excess 
of 65,000 professional 
visitors. The Big 5 is also 
the flagship brand of dmg 
events construction portfo-
lio. This year three related 
events were also co-located 
with The Big 5 in order to 
enable the visitors to max-
imise their productivity and 

giving exhibitors an opportunity to capitalise 
on the increased footfall. Urban Design & 
Landscaping Expo was a new dedicated 
event for the landscaping, infrastructure 
and urban development industries. The 
event was focused on design, construction 
and maintenance of urban and green spaces, 
sports grounds and playgrounds.

The Big 5 is the largest construction event 
in the Middle East.  39th edition of the 
show held at Dubai World Trade Centre 
from 26-29 November 2018. HH Sheikh 
Hamdan bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy 
Ruler of Dubai and Minister of Finance 
and Industry of the UAE, inaugurated the 
39th edition of the exhibition. Professionals 
across the UAE and the GCC’s construction 
industry have called for greater investments 
in innovative technologies that will help to 
improve the quality of life for citizens across 
the region. Speaking at the 39th edition of 
The Big 5 exhibition, experts noted that 
governments across the GCC have stepped 
up their efforts to incorporate various tech-
nologies in the region’s growing construction 
industry.   “Innovation is and will be the key 
to drive the construction industry forward,” 
said Ralf Steinhauer, director of the Middle 
East and North Africa (Mena) region at RSP 
Architects.

“The architecture, engineering and con-
struction (AEC) industry should prepare for 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution. With clear 
digital workflow and clean data, limitless 
possibilities can be opened with the cur-
rent computer science technologies thanks 

to tools such as Artificial Intelligence, the 
Internet of Things, and 3D Printing”, he 
further added. The Big 5, 2018 introduced 
two new features that aim to advance the 
construction sector by embracing innova-
tion and technology: the brand new Live 
Innovation Zone, hosting a selection of the 
most innovative products that are shaking 
up the construction industry today, and The 
Big 5’s Start-Up City, presenting the next 
construction tech disruptors.

The event also hosted the first Future 
Tech Construction Summit themed “Em-
powering Innovation in the Construction 
Ecosystem”. Speakers from Virgin Hyperloop 

One,  Microsoft , 
S a u d i  A r a m c o , 
Faithful+Gould, 
ASGC, AECOM, 
D u b a i  S i l i c o n 
Oasis Authority, 
Meraas and Mont 
H i l l  p r e s e n t e d 
some of the latest 
and most promis-
ing technologies, 
which wil l  help 
the construction 
industry achieve 
higher productivity, 
greater sustainabil-
ity and enhanced 

affordability.
Addressing the audience at the Futuretech 

Construction Summit, Josine Heijmans, 
Portfolio Director at dmg events, said: “In 
a world where innovation and technol-
ogy are more and more crucial to remain 
competitive, the construction sector is still 
widely considered a late technology adopter. 
Yet, technology has an enormous potential 
within the sector. “From Robotics and Artifi-
cial Intelligence to 3D Printing, from Virtual 
Reality to smart building and IT solutions, 
a variety of tech innovations have the power 
to shake up the construction industry today, 
to improve its productivity, and increase its 
sustainability and affordability. “Innovation 
and technology are considered key elements 
also to realizing the UAE Vision 2021. It is 
therefore of essence for the regional con-
struction sector to embrace innovation and 
the vast development opportunities offered 
by technological innovations.”

Under the Patronage of the Ministry of 
Energy & Industry, United Arab Emirates, 
the Global Solar Leaders’ Summit has been 
held at The Big 5 Solar for a 4th edition. 
Under the topical theme ‘Solar Solutions 
for Construction’, the summit has brought 
together industry decision makers and 
thought leaders to assess the future of solar 
in the GCC region. 

The writer is Head of International Affairs 
Desk at Mélange Int’l Magazine & Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR)

The Big 5
Construction with Innovation 
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Tech

Grate

With nearly 70.000 at-
tendees from over 160 
countries, more than 
1.200 speakers, over 1.800 
of promising startups, 

Fortune 500 companies, and 24 tracks to 
follow and over 200 employees have worked 
really hard to prepare web summit 2018 
which held in Lisbon. Web Summit grew to 
be the largest technology conference in the 
world, and has been called the best one on 
the planet. It was buzzing with tiny startups 
hoping for the big break that would turn 
them into the rock stars of tech, those who 
crowded the conference’s main stage. But 
after a year many would like to forget, the 
big questions hanging over the future of the 
industry also loomed large at the conference.

Facebook’s data scandal, Europe’s new 
sweeping privacy rules, waves of misinfor-
mation, slumping stock prices and record 
antitrust fines have left the industry feeling 
badly bruised. At a time of great uncer-
tainty for industry and the world itself, Web 
Summit 2018 gathers the founders and CEOs 
of technology companies, policymakers and 
heads of state to ask a simple question: where 
to next? About 70,000 people attended the 
summit in Lisbon, Portugal, with a lot on 
their minds. The tech industry is facing more 
challenges than ever before from regulation 
and hacking, to questions about funding and 
the trade war between the world’s two big-
gest economies. “I definitely think the era of 
technology companies thinking, it was good 
to move fast and break things is over,” said 
Brad Smith, Microsoft’s (MSFT) president 
and chief legal officer while giving interview 
to CNN.

“We could require two factor authentica-
tion and biometric identification every time 
you read an email,” said Tamar Yehoshua, 
Google’s vice president for product manage-
ment at the web summit. “This would make 
accounts virtually impervious to hackers, 
but it would also make technology more 
cumbersome to use”, she further added.  In 
a talk at the opening of the Web Summit in 
Lisbon, the inventor of the web called on 
governments, companies and individuals to 
back a new “Contract for the Web” that aims 
to protect people’s rights and freedoms on 
the internet. The contract outlines central 

principles that will be built into a full con-
tract and published in May 2019, when half 
of the world’s population will be able to get 
online.

More than 50 organisations have already 
signed the contract, which is published by 
Berners-Lee’s World Wide Web Founda-
tion alongside a report that calls for urgent 
action.  “For many years there was a feeling 

that the wonderful things on the web were 
going to dominate and we’d have a world 
with less conflict, more understanding, more 
and better science, and good democracy,” 
Berners-Lee told. “But people have become 
disillusioned because of all the things they 
see in the headlines.” “Humanity connected 
by technology on the web is functioning 
in a dystopian way. We have online abuse, 
prejudice, bias, polarisation, fake news; there 
are lots of ways in which it is broken. This 
is a contract to make the web one which 
serves humanity, science, knowledge and 
democracy,” he said.

This year on the Web Summit 44% of at-
tendees were female versus 24% five years 
ago.  This is undoubtedly an impressive and 
very positive change. The organizers’ attempt 
to make women visible as speakers and mod-
erators was also clear, which was absolutely 
applauded. There were attendees from fields 
such as web and mobile development, artifi-
cial intelligence, augmented reality, but also 
marketing, PR, user experience, health, tour-
ism or project management. Some of these 

fields are doing much better in the parity 
game than tech is. The gender gap still needs 
to be tackled by firms or governments. Just a 
couple days before the Web Summit kicked 
off in Lisbon the European Union marked 
the equal pay day, the moment in the year 
when an average woman stops earning, based 
on the gender pay gap, which is currently at 
16% in the EU.

Along with other major declarations such 
as the Athenes nomination as EU Capital 
for Innovation of the rise of EU funding 
for Social innovation, Carlos Moedas, EU 
Commissioner for Research, Science and 
Innovation announced the launch of the EU 
Prize for Women Innovators at Web Summit 
2018 in Lisbon this week. He was of the 
major speaker this year at Web Summit and 

maybe the leading one for more Social Good 
in Tech industry. Carlos Moedas, Commis-
sioner for Research, Science and Innovation, 
has launched the 2019 EU Prize for Women 
Innovators at the Web Summit in Lisbon 
along with Věra Jourová, Commissioner for 
Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality.

Wayve  won the pitch competition at this 
year’s Web Summit in Lisbon.  The young 
company takes home the recognition of the 
jury, even though it was placed third in the 
public’s choice, which preferred another 
autonomous cars startup, Lvl5, a company 
based in San Francisco that produces com-
puter vision software for self driving cars 
that can replace expensive sensors with a 
€12 camera and their software, capable of 
producing a global 3D model of all roads on 
a collaborative manner, a kind of Google’s 
Street View but without the need for the 
fancy cars.

Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for Europe 
& Coordinator Center of Pakistan and Inter-
national Relations (COPAIR)

Web Summit 2018
A Commitment to UN SDGs
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President Sooronbay Sharipovich 
Jeenbekov and First Lady Aigul 
Jeenbekova of Kyrgyzstan are 
respected for being popular across 
the Central Asian Republics and 

worldwide for their charismatic personalities 
and long political struggle for the welfare 
of their people and uplifting their country. 
They have three children; the eldest daughter 
Baktygul is married and graduated from the 
Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, while the 
youngest son Iman is in the 4th grade.

It was just half a year ago that Kyrgyzstan 
made history with its first peaceful hando-
ver of power from one elected president to 
another. Before ending his single permitted 
six-year term, Almazbek Atambayev looked 
around for a friendly successor to anoint. The 
choice fell on Sooronbai Jeenbekov, a long-
time associate. His loyal then-prime minister 
would surely be a dependable and even a 
malleable head of state as he continued to 
operate in the background, he must have 
thought. After Jeenbekov made it through a 
scrappy election in one round in October, it 
all went sour.

At the inauguration ceremony, Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov promised that his first decree as 
the head of Kyrgyzstan would be to confer 
the title of Hero of the Kyrgyz Republic to 
Almazbek Atambayev and award him Ak-
Shumkar merit badge. Bishkek residents saw 
the changes since the first days of Jeebekov’s 
rule. The head of state changed the time of 
his departure to the White House and refused 
blocking of the roads. Sooronbai Jeenbekov 
does not come to work in rush hours on the 
strategic road, when thousands of citizens 
try to get to work or study on time. He tries 
to be in the workplace as early as possible.  
The cortege enters the territory of the White 
House in the early morning, around 8.00 am. 

The traffic is stopped for only a few minutes 
when the car turns into the yard.

Three days later, Almazbek Atambayev 
received the highest state award for outstand-
ing service to the people, an outstanding 
contribution to strengthening the state 
independence of Kyrgyzstan, the unity of the 
people, peace and harmony in the country, 
creation of a solid foundation for sustainable 
development of the Kyrgyz Republic, as well 
as demonstrated political will and courage.

A look on the early life of the President 

Sooronbay Sharipovich Jeenbekov reveals 
that he was born on November 16, 1958 in 
the village of Kara-Kuldzha in the Soviet dis-
trict of the Osh region. He began his career 
in 1976 as a teacher of the Russian language 
and literature at the Lenin School in the 
Uzgen District of the Osh Oblast. In 1983 
he graduated from the Kyrgyz Agricultural 
Institute. K. Scriabin, specializing in zoologi-
cal engineer. In 2003 he graduated from the 
Economics Faculty of the Kyrgyz Agrarian 
University with a degree in accounting.

From 1983 to 1988 worked as the chief 
livestock expert of the Soviet farm Sovetsky 
district of the Osh region.  From 1988 to 
1989, the instructor of the district committee 
of the Soviet district of the Osh region of the 
Communist Party of Kyrgyzstan, from 1989 
to 1991 secretary of the koma of the state 
farm named after Ulyanov of the Osh region.

From 1991 to 1993 - the director of the 
state farm. Ulyanov Soviet district of the 
Osh region. 

From 1993 to 1996 - chairman of the board 

President Sooronbay Sharipovich Jeenbekov & 
First Lady Aigul Jeenbekova of Kyrgyzstan
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of the collective farm “Kashka-Zhol” in the 
Kara-Kuldzhinsky district of the Osh region. 
In 1995 he was elected deputy of the Assem-
bly of People’s Representatives of the Jogorku 
Kenesh of the first convocation, during the 
period of deputy activity he was deputy and 
chairman of the Committee on Agrarian 
Issues.   From 2000 to 2005 - deputy of 
the Jogorku Kenesh of the II convocation, 

deputy Toraga of the Assembly of People’s 
Representatives of the Jogorku Kenesh of the 
Kyrgyz Republic. 

From 2005 to 2007 he was deputy of the 
Jogorku Kenesh of the III convocation, 
chairman of the Committee for the Agro-
Industrial Complex and Ecology. From 
April 3 to October 24, 2007 - Minister of 
Agriculture, Water Resources and Processing 
Industry of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

From 2008 to 2010 - a private entrepre-
neur. From April 2010 until December 2015 
he was the head of the state administration 
of the Osh region and about. the head of the 
state administration - the governor of the 
region, since September 2010 the head of 
the state administration the governor, since 
August the plenipotentiary of the Govern-
ment in the Osh region. Since December 11, 
2015 Director of the State Personnel Service.

Since March 2016 - First Deputy Head 
of the Office of the President of the Kyrgyz 
Republic.

April 13, 2016 was elected Prime Minister 
of the Kyrgyz Republic.  On August 21, 2017, 
he applied for resignation in connection with 
the decision to participate in the election of 
the President of the Kyrgyz Republic. In the 
elections held on October 15, 2017, he was 
elected President of the Kyrgyz Republic, 
gaining 54.76% of the vote.  He officially took 
office as President of the Kyrgyz Republic on 
November 24, 2017.

Similarly, First Lady, Aigul Jeenbekova was 
born and raised in the village of Birinchi 
Kara-Kulja District of the Soviet Union’s 
Osh Region. She studied at the School named 
after the 23rd Congress of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (now the Azybek 
Yusupov School). Her father Toko Kultumu-
shev worked in the district consumer society. 
Although her family lived in prosperity and 

well-being, her father died when she was still 
in her youth, leaving her mother Sylan, raise 
her through her childhood, which in effect, 
thought Jeenbekova the idea of hard work.

She first became acquainted with Sooron-
bay Jeenbekov in 1983, when he was at the 
time, a chief livestock specialist of the Soviet 
farm in the Osh region. Jeenbekov saw her 
once when he passed through her village and 

asked a saleswoman for her address. Not 
long after they met, Jeenvekov moved into 
her husband’s house and received a blessing 
from his parents. They moved around 12 
years later to the Kyrgyz capital of Bishkek 
when Jeenbekov Deputy of the Assembly 
of People’s Representatives. She officially 
became the First Lady of Kyrgyzstan on 
November 24, 2017, succeeding Almazbek 
Atambayev’s wife Raisa.

Jeenbekova is eldest in her family, having 
5 younger sisters and 3 brothers. She has 3 
children with her husband. The eldest daugh-
ter Baktygul is married and graduated from 
the Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, while 
the youngest son Iman is in the 4th grade. 
Like most Kyrgyzstanis, she is conversant in 
Russian as well as Kyrgyz. In the year since 
she became first lady, she has been known 
only for her rare appearances to the public. 
Her first public photo with her husband 
was during the New Year’s celebrations on 
December 31, 2017. She was also, according 
to MP Irina Karamushkina, seen celebrating 
former first lady Raisa Atambayeva’s 60th 
birthday at Atambayeva’s residence in late 
June of the year. In September of 2018, she 
took part in a number of events, most notably 
receiving Emine Erdogan, wife of Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoěan, at the 2018 
World Nomad Games, opening the Chingiz 
Aitmatov Hall in the Turkish-Kyrgyz Cultural 
Center with the Turkish first lady.

Jeenbekova is eldest 
in her family, having 
5 younger sisters and 
3 brothers. She has 
3 children with her 
husband. The eldest 
daughter Baktygul 
is married and 
graduated from the 
Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic 
University, while the 
youngest son Iman is 
in the 4th grade. Like 
most Kyrgyzstanis, 
she is conversant in 
Russian as well as 
Kyrgy
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Saudi prince makes history with audacious reforms and 
bold attempts to elevate nation. At the age of 32, not 
many people would have already earned their place in the 
history of their countries. Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman (or MBS as he is known) is an 

exception.   Prince Mohammed Bin Salman Al Saud, Crown Prince 
of Saudi Arabia, is the most prominent member of the Saudi Royal 
Family and future King of Saudi Arabia. Prince Mohammed was 
born to King Salman and Fahda bint Falah, the King’s third spouse, 
in 1985. The Prince is a direct descendant of the Sudairi tribe which 
heavily influences and shapes the current political landscape of the 
Kingdom. The Prince graduated with a bachelor degree in law from 
King Saud University.

Prince Mohammed’s rise to one of the most important positions in 
the Kingdom has been hasty, and has occupied in several key posts 
in in the Kingdom during a relatively short time. When his father, 
at the time the Crown Prince, became Defence Minister, Prince 
Mohammed moved with him and acted as his Private and Special 
Advisor, in what would be a preview of his later role.

Prince Mohammed was appointed President of the Crown Prince’s 
Court by the father in the rank of Minister taking over from Saud bin 
Nayef, who moved to occupy Eastern Province governorship post on 
25 April 2014. The Prince was also made State Minister at this time.

Prince Mohammed became Minister of Defence at 30 years of age. 
The Prince took over the defence ministry portfolio at the same age 
as his predecessor, Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz, who was the first 
to occupy the office at the same age and served in the position until 
he became crown Prince in 2011.

Prince Mohammed was appointed Minister of Defence and named 
the Secretary General of the Royal Court on 23 January 2015 when 
the father ascended to the throne as the new King of Saudi Arabia. 
The Prince was also assigned chief of Royal Protocol and special 
advisor to the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques on January 23 
2015. In addition Prince Mohammed’s previous duty as Minister of 
State continued to run concurrently with the new appointments.

Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s position in the military plays 
a pivotal in sealing the country’s arms deals with foreign powers, 
worth tens of billions of dollars annually, and has so far involved 
trips to Russia and the USA, where he took part in Obama’s Camp 
David summit with the a number of GCC leaders. The Kingdom’s 

Crown Prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman
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heavy government spending on defence is on target to increase under 
Prince Mohammed in the near future, based on new contracts he 
has negotiated with France, the US and UK.

Prince Mohammad bin Salman was appointed Crown Prince on 
21 June 2017, following his father’s decision to remove Muhammad 
bin Nayef from the position, making the Prince heir to the throne. 
The change of succession had been predicted by many experts on 
the royal family after the then Deputy Crown Prince showed great 
leadership as head of the Saudi Military.

The Prince was named chair of the newly established Council for 
Economic and Development Affairs four days after his appointment 
as Defence Minister, on 29 January 2015. The newly created Council 
for Economic and Development Affairs replaced the disbanded 
Supreme Economic Commission.

Prince Mohammed spearheads various youth oriented philan-
thropic groups in the Kingdom, and is known as both a kind and 
charitable individual. The Prince currently chairs Prince Salman 
Youth Centre and is the Secretary General of the Riyadh Competi-
tiveness Centre, which both do important youth work in the commu-
nity. The Prince always accompanies the father on local and foreign 
travels, and is currently in Tangier, Morocco with King Salman and 
the other accompanying Princes and members of Government.

He has transformed his nation; the historic decision to allow Saudi 
women to drive is attributed to him, as are countless economic 
reforms now sweeping the kingdom with the speed of a proverbial 
desert storm. Like all radical reformers, MBS’ actions attract both 
praise and criticism. Some regard him as Saudi Arabia’s greatest 
hope, while others dismiss the new crown prince as just an inexpe-
rienced youngster in a hurry. Be that as it may, there is no question 
that the man who may soon also become the Arab world’s youngest 
head of state will determine not only the future of his country but 
also, potentially, that of the entire region.

When Prince Mohammad was born, there was nothing to suggest 
that he would ever rise above the rank of a secondary Saudi royal, 
destined to be paid a stipend to remain quiet and cooperative, and 
expected to divide his time between granting audiences to tribal 
leaders and discreet shopping expeditions to London, Paris or New 
York. For while MBS was born to Salman - one of Saudi Arabia’s 
famed Sudayri Seven, the sons of Abdulaziz, the kingdom’s founder 

- and could expect to see his father become king one day, the succes-
sion order was already established, and MBS was not on the list. The 
throne was supposed to go to a completely different Mohammad, the 
son of Prince Nayef, another scion of the Sudayri Seven.

But the unthinkable happened; by 2015, MBS was already deputy 
crown prince to the older Mohammad. And in a move which has 
astonished even seasoned Saudi observers, his father King Salman 
appointed MBS next in line to the throne in June this year. The 
move not only broke with precedent but also riled the United States, 
which supported the older Mohammad, widely regarded in Western 
capitals as an efficient administrator and the architect of the desert 
kingdom’s successful anti-terrorism strategy. And MBS, who clearly 

enjoys his father’s total support, has wasted no time tearing up many 
of his kingdom’s traditional ways. He is behind the so-called “Vision 
2030”, a sweeping pledge to develop Saudi Arabia as a centre for 
business, trade and tourism.

He is also planning to sell a stake in Saudi Aramco, the world’s 
largest oil company. The strategy is clearly right; the kingdom 
needs to move away from its oil-based economy. But, as crit-
ics point out, it is not obvious that the Crown Prince, who has 
surrounded himself with Western management consultants, 
understands that the key to economic reform is a deeper social 
reform. Without overhauling the education system and harnessing 
the potential of the female half of the population, few of these 
diversification efforts can succeed.

The prince is also suffering from the traditional problem facing all 
his country’s previous reformers: when oil prices are high nobody 
wants change, but when oil prices are low and changes are needed, 
there are no resources to implement reform. MBS has already had 
to withdraw plans to cut benefits for public sector employees, and 
statistics just published indicate that the Saudi economy had shrunk 
by 1.8 per cent in the second quarter this year, the second such 
successive contraction.

MBS has attracted even more criticism with his foreign policy 
choices. He is assumed to be behind Saudi Arabia’s decision to get 
involved in the war in Yemen, a quagmire with no end. He is also 
suspected of inspiring his father’s decision to impose an embargo on 
Qatar, in an effort to reassert Saudi Arabia’s primacy in the region. 
Still, much of this criticism obscures the fact that the young prince 
appears to be genuinely popular in a country in which over half of 
the population is under the age of 25, yet all of its monarchs had 
come to the throne in their dotage, and often infirm.

The decision to allow women to drive may seem a small matter, 
but it is a huge development in a nation where, until fairly recently, 
women were not even required to be registered in identity papers, as 
they were merely considered the property of their families. Oblivious 
to critics, Salman is determined to see his favourite son succeed him; 
the current king is rumoured to be preparing his abdication soon, 
to make sure that he is still around to protect MBS as he accedes to 
the throne. And there is little doubt about the Saudi Crown Prince’s 
determination. I’m young, and most of our citizens are young, he 
recently reminded Western journalists. We don’t want to waste our 
lives in this whirlpool that we were in the past 30 years; we want 
to end this now.

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
is on the 2018 TIME 100 List ...
Outside of Saudi Arabia, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman might be 
associated with confrontation with Iran, with Qatar, and especially in Yemen. 
But inside the kingdom, there is cautious optimism. The heir to the throne is 
lifting restrictions on women, allowing us to work in positions once limited to 
men, play sports and attend public events. In June we will finally be allowed 
to drive. There is serious talk of letting women hold political positions for the 
first time and abolishing male guardianship altogether. Saudis appreciate his 
controversial challenge to the culture of corruption, and reining in religious 
police who choked us, literally and figuratively. At first I was skeptical of the 
prince’s Vision 2030 plan to modernize our kingdom. I have come around. 
Most Saudis are under age 30, and have only known elderly rulers. Now a major 
leader is our peer. I want to see the changes lead to political reforms, even a 
constitutional monarchy and full freedom of expression. If MBS would do that, 
my hopes for a better Saudi Arabia are bigger than the sky.
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The Group of Twenty (G20) is an interna-
tional forum that brings together the world’s 
20 leading industrialised and emerging 
economies. The group accounts for 85 per 
cent of world GDP and two-thirds of its 
population. Much of the important business 
takes place on the sidelines and in informal 
meetings. Initially attendance at G20 sum-
mits was limited to the finance ministers 
and central bank governors of members 
when it was established 17 years ago. G 20 
summit concluded on December 1, 2018, 
in Buenos Aires where World leaders have 
signed off on an agreement which reaffirms 
a basic commitment by the world’s biggest 
economies to multilateral trade and a “rules-
based international order”, but bows to US 
demands for urgent reform of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO).

It was the 13th meeting of Group of Twenty 
(G20) and the first G20 summit to be hosted 
in South America. President Mauricio Macri 
of Argentina assumed the presidency of G20 
on November 30, 2017 for one year during an 

official ceremony in Kirchner Cultural Centre 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The theme of the 
summit was ‘Building Consensus for Fair and 
Sustainable Development’.

In a joint declaration, the leaders of G20 
nations, except for US President Donald 
Trump, reaffirmed their commitment to 
fight climate change by upholding the Paris 
Agreement. The United States reiterated its 
decision to withdraw from the Paris Agree-
ment, and affirmed its strong commitment 
to economic growth, energy access and 
security, while protecting the environment. 
In fight against the climate change, the 
G20 leaders expressed their strong support 
for the countries that are signatories to the 
2015 Paris Agreement, to implement their 
commitments set out in their nationally 
determined contributions.

They took note of UN scientists’ call for a 
more ambitious target of reducing the warm-
ing to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels. Experts say with only a single degree 
Celsius of warming so far, the world has 
already seen deadly wildfires, heat waves and 
hurricanes. The declaration states that the 
leaders look forward to “successful outcomes” 
of the COP24 Climate Change Conference, 

which began in Katowice, Poland on De-
cember 3.  G20 leaders also recognise the 
importance of a multilateral approach to 
trade and importance of the reform of the 
World Trade Organisation, and renew their 
commitment to a rules-based international 
order.

The leaders of the Group agreed to fix 
the world trading system, however, only 19 
agreed to support the Paris accord on fight-
ing climate change with the United States 
holding onto its withdrawal. The agenda 
reads as, cooperation in legal processes such 
as effective freezing of the proceeds of crime, 
early return of the offenders and efficient 
repatriation of the proceeds of crime should 
be enhanced and streamlined. Principles of 
United Nations Convention Against Corrup-
tion (UNCAC), United Nations Convention 
Against Transnational Organized Crime 
(UNOTC), especially related to ‘International 
Cooperation’ should be fully and effectively 
implemented.

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
was called upon to assign priority and focus 
to establish international cooperation that 
leads to timely and comprehensive exchange 
of information between the competent 

G20 Summit 
A Pledge to fight climate change
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authorities and financial intelligence units. 
FATF will formulate a standard definition 
of fugitive economic offenders and should 
develop a set of commonly agreed and 
standardised procedures related to identifica-
tion, extradition and judicial proceedings of 
fugitive economic offenders and to provide 
guidance and assistance to G-20 countries. It 
advocated setting up of a common platform 
for sharing experiences and best practices 
including successful cases of extradition, gaps 
in existing systems of extradition and legal 
assistance, etc. The G-20 forum should con-
sider initiating work on locating properties 
of economic offenders who have a tax debt in 
the country of their residence for its recovery.

Agreement on a joint communique was by 
no means guaranteed at the beginning of the 
summit, when US negotiators took hard-line 
positions, rejecting any mention of multilat-
eralism, the “rules-based order” or the role of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as a 
global safety net. Failure to agree would have 
called into question the survival of the G20 
as a forum for maintaining global economic 
stability, and could have accelerated the slide 
towards protectionism.

All G20 leaders called for reforming the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) and the 
issue will be discussed during the group’s 
next summit in Osaka, Japan, in June. The 
gathering’s final statement, however, did not 
mention protectionism after negotiators said 
the US objected to the wording. Mr Trump 
has criticised the WTO and adopted aggres-
sive trade policies targeting China and the 
European Union. Financial markets will be 
cheered by the announcement that Mr Trump 
and Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed at 
a dinner after the summit to have a 90-day 
truce in their trade battle. Mr Trump agreed 
to hold off on plans to raise tariffs on January 
1 on 200 billion dollars in Chinese goods. 
Mr Xi agreed to buy a “not yet agreed upon, 
but very substantial amount of agricultural, 
energy, industrial” and other products from 
the United States to reduce America’s huge 
trade deficit with China, the White House 
said. The ceasefire will buy time for the two 
countries to work out their differences in 
a dispute over Beijing’s aggressive drive to 
supplant US technological dominance.

France’s president, Emmanuel Macron, 
declared a victory for restoring international 
institutions at a moment when “multilateral-
ism is going through a real crisis”. European 
unity on basic principles had helped save the 
summit, he said. Trump’s national security 
adviser, John Bolton, a lifelong opponent 
of multilateralism and its institutions, had 
pushed for a hard-line position, particularly 
on the role of the IMF. But European officials 
led a pushback, arguing that if the agreement 
on common principles was watered down too 
much, the statement would be meaningless, 
the G20 robbed of its purpose. “For some of 
us around the table, we couldn’t backtrack 
on the DNA of the G20,” a European official 

said.
Western leaders confronted Mr Putin over 

Russia’s recent seizure of Ukrainian naval 
vessels and crews, but the diplomatic pres-
sure did not seem to bring either side closer 
to solving the conflict. Russia and Ukraine 
have accused each other of being responsible 
for the standoff. Mr Trump cited Russia’s 
actions as the reason that he cancelled a 
planned meeting with Mr Putin on the side-
lines of the summit. EU Council president 
Donald Tusk sharply criticised “Russia’s 
aggression” against Ukraine. Mr Putin tried 
to convince Mr Trump and the leaders of 
France and Germany that Russia’s actions 
were justified - even pulling out a piece of 
paper and drawing a map of the disputed 
area to make his point.

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
cautiously welcomed the ceremonial sign-
ing. “The new North American free trade 
agreement maintains stability for Canada’s 
entire economy, stability that’s essential for 
the millions of jobs and middle class families 
across the country that relies on strong, reli-
able trading relationships with our closest 
neighbors. That’s why I’m here today,” he 
said. But he cast doubt on Trump’s unbridled 
optimism, pointing to recent plant closures 
by General Motors in North America as “a 
heavy blow” and taking the opportunity for 
a jibe at the US leader’s protectionist policies.

The compromise language keeps the basic 
principles on which most of the leaders in 
Buenos Aires insisted, in return for acknowl-
edgment of problems in the international 
trading system and a commitment to address 
them. In particular they pledged to reform 
the WTO, which sets the rules for global 
trade and provides a forum for resolving dis-
putes. The leaders agreed to make significant 
progress on reform before the next G20, in 
Osaka next June.

The final communique signed by all 20 
member nations said 19 of them reaffirmed 
their commitment to the Paris climate accord. 
The only holdout was the US, which has 
withdrawn from the pact under Mr Trump. 
Still, environmental groups praised the state-
ment as welcome news.”That G20 leaders 
signed up to the Paris Agreement reaffirmed 
their commitment to its full implementation 
in the resulting communique is important,” 
the World Wildlife Fund said. “It is also a 
reflection of the Argentinian government 
rightly making climate an important topic 
on the agenda.”Greenpeace said that “the 
necessity of the US being part of the effort to 
fight climate change cannot be denied, but 
this is a demonstration that the US is still 
the odd one out”.\

After two years of negotiations, Mr Trump 
signed a revised North American trade pact 
with the leaders of Canada and Mexico on the 
sidelines of the summit. The deal is meant 
to replace the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), which Mr Trump 
long denigrated as a “disaster”. The new pact 
will not take effect unless approved by the 
legislatures of all three nations, and there are 
questions about the pact’s prospects in the 
US Congress, especially now that Democrats 
will control the House. Democrats and their 
allies in the labour movement are already 
demanding changes. But Mr Trump said on 
the way back to Washington that he plans 
to formally terminate NAFTA, so Congress 
will have to choose between accepting the 
new pact, or otherwise going without a trade 
accord.

The writer is Head of International Affairs 
Desk at Mélange Int’l Magazine & Center 
of Pakistan and International Relations 
(COPAIR)
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32.0% average gender gap needs to bridged
Grate

The age of the Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion (4IR) brings about unprecedented 
opportunities as well as new challenges. The 

equal contribution of women and men in 
the process of deep economic and societal 
transformation is critical. More than ever, 
societies cannot afford to lose out on the 
skills, ideas and perspectives of half of 
humanity to realize the promise of a more 
prosperous and human-centric future that 
well-governed innovation and technology 

can bring.
According to the World Economic Forum, 

globally, although many countries have 
achieved important milestones towards 
gender parity across education, health, eco-
nomic and political systems, there remains 
much to be done. On the one hand, coun-
tries where the next generation of women 

Global Gender Gap  
Index 2018
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are becoming leaders in their domains are 
poised for further success. On the other 
hand, there is possible emergence of new 
gender gaps in advanced technologies, such 
as the risks associated with emerging gender 
gaps in Artificial Intelligence-related skills. 
In an era when human skills are increasingly 
important and complementary to technol-
ogy, the world cannot afford to deprive itself 
of women’s talent in sectors in which talent 
is already scarce.

Since 2006 the Global Gender Gap Index 
report seeks to measure the relative gaps 
between women and men across four key 
areas: health, education, economy and 
politics. It does not seek to set priorities 
for countries but, rather, to provide a com-
prehensive set of data and a clear method 
for tracking gaps on critical indicators so 
that countries may set priorities within 
their own economic, political and cultural 
contexts. The Index also points to potential 
role models by revealing those countries 
tha within their region or income group 
are leaders in distributing resources more 
equitably between women and men, regard-
less of the overall level of available resources.

The Global Gender Gap Index was first 
introduced by the World Economic Forum 
in 2006 as a framework for capturing the 
magnitude of gender-based disparities and 
tracking their progress over time. The cur-
rent report benchmarks 149 countries on 
their progress towards gender parity on a 
scale from 0 (disparity) to 1 (parity) across 
four thematic dimensions the sub indexes 
Economic Participation and Opportunity, 
Educational Attainment, Health and Sur-
vival, and Political Empowerment—and 
provides country rankings that allow for 
effective comparisons across and within 
regions and income groups.

The rankings are designed to create 
global awareness of the challenges posed by 
gender gaps, and the opportunities created 
by reducing them. The methodology and 
quantitative analysis behind the rankings 
are intended to serve as a basis for designing 
effective measures for reducing gender gaps. 
The methodology of the Index has remained 
stable since its original conception in 2006, 
providing a basis for robust cross-country 
and time-series analysis.

The 2018 report’s key findings include:  
Globally, the average (population-weighted) 
distance completed to parity is at 68.0%, 
which is a marginal improvement over last 
year. In other words, to date there is still a 
32.0% average gender gap that remains to 
be closed. The directionally positive average 
trend registered this year is supported by 
improvements in 89 of the 144 countries 
covered both this year and last year.  Across 
the four sub indexes, on average, the largest 
gender disparity is on Political Empower-
ment, which today maintains a gap of 77.1%. 
The Economic Participation and Opportuni-
ty gap is the second-largest at 41.9%, while 

the Educational Attainment and Health 
and Survival gaps are significantly lower at 
4.4% and 4.6%, respectively. Among them, 
on average, only the Economic Participation 
and Opportunity gap has slightly reduced 
since last year.

When it comes to political and economic 
leadership, the world still has a long way to 
go. Across the 149 countries assessed, there 
are just 17 that currently have women as 
heads of state, while, on average, just 18% 
of ministers and 24% of parliamentarians 
globally are women. Similarly, women hold 
just 34% of managerial positions across 
the countries where data is available, and 
less than 7% in the four worst-performing 
countries (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen 
and Pakistan). However, there are bright 
spots, where significant progress has been 
achieved. Full parity on this indicator is 
already a reality in five countries (Bahamas, 
Colombia, Jamaica, Lao PDR and Philip-
pines); and in another 19 countries there 
are at least 40% of women in managerial 
positions.

In terms of broader economic power, gaps 
in control of financial assets and in time 
spent on unpaid tasks continue to preserve 
economic disparities between men and 
women. Women have as much access to 
financial services as men in just 60% of the 
countries and to land ownership in just 42% 
of the countries assessed. Also, among the 
29 countries for which data are available, 
women spend, on average, twice as much 
time on housework and other unpaid activi-
ties than men.

Although average progress on gender 
parity in education is relatively more ad-
vanced than in other aspects, there are still 
44 countries where over 20% of women are 
illiterate. Similarly, near-parity in higher 
education enrolment rates often mask low 
participation of both men and women. On 
average, 65% of girls and 66% of boys have 
enrolled in secondary education globally, 
and just 39% of women and 34% of men are 
in college or university today. This fact calls 
for more ambitious goals to better develop 
human capital—for both women and men.

With the rapid changes underway in 
today’s labour markets, our analysis this 
year also took a look at gender gaps in Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI), a critical in-demand 
skillset of the future. Based on collaboration 
with LinkedIn, we find that only 22% of AI 
professionals globally are female, compared 
to 78% who are male. This accounts for a 
gender gap of 72%, which has remained 
constant over the last years and does not at 
present indicate a positive future trend. The 
implications of this finding are wide-ranging 
and require urgent action.

First, AI skills gender gaps may exacerbate 
gender gaps in economic participation and 
opportunity in the future as AI encompasses 
an increasingly in-demand skill set. Second, 
the AI skills gender gap implies that the use 

of this general-purpose technology across 
many fields is being developed without 
diverse talent, limiting its innovative and 
inclusive capacity. Third, low integration 
of women into AI talent pools—even in 
industries and geographies where the base 
of IT talent has a relatively high composition 
of women—indicates a significant missed 
opportunity in a professional domain where 
there is already insufficient supply of ad-
equately qualified labour.

• Projecting current trends into the future, 
the overall global gender gap will close in 
108 years across the 106 countries covered 
since the first edition of the report. The 
most challenging gender gaps to close are 
the economic and political empowerment 
dimensions, which will take 202 and 107 
years to close respectively. Although the 
economic opportunity gap has slightly 
reduced this year, the progress has been 
slow, especially in terms of participation of 
women in labour force, where the gender 
gap slightly reversed. In terms of political 
empowerment, the progress achieved over 
the past decade has started to reverse.

Remarkably, gender parity in Western 
countries has slightly reduced, while the 
progress is ongoing, on average, elsewhere. 
The education–specific gender gap is on 
track to be reduced to parity within the next 
14 years, slightly faster than last year’s esti-
mation. The health gender gap—although 
slightly larger than it stood in 2006—is 
nearly closed globally, and fully closed in 
a third of the countries assessed. The most 
gender-equal country to date is Iceland. It 
has closed over 85% of its overall gender 
gap. Iceland is followed by Norway (83.5%), 
Sweden and Finland (82.2%). Although 
dominated by Nordic countries, the top 
ten also features a Latin American country 
(Nicaragua, 5th), two Sub-Saharan African 
Countries (Rwanda, 6th, and Namibia, 
10th) and a country from East Asia (Philip-
pines (8th). The top ten is completed by 
New Zealand (7th) and Ireland (9th).

All eight geographical regions assessed 
in the report have achieved at least 60% 
gender parity, and two have progressed 
above 70%. Western Europe is, on average, 
the region with the highest level of gender 
parity (75.8%). North America (72.5%) is 
second and Latin America (70.8%) is third. 
They are followed by Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia (70.7%), East Asia and the Pa-
cific (68.3%), Sub-Saharan Africa (66.3%), 
South Asia (65.8%) and the Middle East 
and North Africa (60.2%). This year the 149 
countries covered by the report include five 
new entrants: Congo, DRC; Iraq, Oman, 
Sierra Leone and Togo. Sierra Leone is in 
114th position while the other new entrants 
rank lower.

 Writer is Staff Reporter Mélange for 
Europe & Coordinator Center of Pakistan 
and International Relations (COPAIR)
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MOHAMMAD ARSHAD

Breaking arms control agreements is much 
easier than concluding them, but history shows 
that rejecting arms control agreements never 
improves one’s security and always damages it, 
a lesson that Moscow and Washington must 
heed. Indeed, the demise of the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty and, in 
turn, the collapse of the US-Russia nuclear 
arms control architecture threaten to unleash 
chaos and make not only the two countries but 
also the rest of the world far less safe. 

The INF was signed by Ronald Reagan and 
Mikhail Gorbachev and prohibits the nations 
from possessing, producing or test-firing 
ground-launched cruise missiles with a range 
between 300 and 3,400 miles (480-5,500km). 
Gorbachev said at the time that US decision to 
ditch the Cold War-era nuclear weapons agree-
ment with Russia could lead to the collapse 
of the current non-proliferation mechanism.

The treaty banned all land-based missiles 
with ranges of 310 to 3,420 miles and included 
missiles carrying both nuclear and conven-
tional warheads. The original ban between 
Moscow and Washington led to the elimina-
tion of 2,692 missiles. The Cold War-era 
treaty, which rid Europe of land-based nuclear 
missiles, has also come into question against 
a backdrop of renewed tensions between the 
West and Russia. 

The ongoing crisis concerning the Interme-
diate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty has 

become a clear sign of the dire state of the US-
Russia nuclear arms control architecture. For 
several years now, Moscow and Washington 
have traded accusations of non-compliance 
with the treaty, though their attitudes toward 
it differ considerably.

The US does not question the treaty’s value 
(with the exception of some officials and 
politicians ideologically opposed to any nuclear 
arms control), but neither does it consider the 
treaty a priority, viewing it as more important 
for the security of its European and Asian allies 
than for its own. By contrast, Russian leader-
ship, along with most of the country’s political 
elites and strategic studies experts, during the 
last decade have regularly expressed skepticism 
about the INF Treaty’s value. Russian most 
recent Foreign Policy Concept published in 
2016 did not even mention the INF Treaty on 
its list of arms control agreements to which 
Russia is pledging its allegiance.

Probably defying Moscow’s expectations, 
the Trump administration not only sided with 
Congress, which accuses Russia of violating 
the INF Treaty, but also incorporated funding 
for research into the development of interme-
diate-range nuclear forces into its first defense 
budget and simultaneously declared its inten-
tion to withdraw from the treaty and impose 
new economic sanctions on Russia, a turn of 
events that is unprecedented in disarmament 
history. Aside from the direct damage that it 
will do to Russia’s security, the US withdrawal 
from the INF Treaty risks triggering a chain 
reaction that would result in the collapse of the 
US-Russia nuclear arms control architecture. 
Should the treaty meet its demise, the New 

START Treaty may join it in the dustbin of 
history, as may the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
or NPT, and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty, or CTBT.

In October this year, US President Donald 
Trump confirmed the US will leave an arms 
control treaty with Russia dating from the 
cold war that has kept nuclear missiles out of 
Europe for three decades. We’ll have to develop 
those weapons, the president told reporters in 
Nevada after a rally. We’re going to terminate 
the agreement and we’re going to pull out.

Trump was referring to the 1987 Intermedi-
ate-range Nuclear Forces treaty (INF), which 
banned ground-launch nuclear missiles with 
ranges from 500km to 5,500km. Signed by 
Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, it 
led to nearly 2,700 short- and medium-range 
missiles being eliminated, and an end to a 
dangerous standoff between US Pershing and 
cruise missiles and Soviet SS-20 missiles in 
Europe.

According to a British newspaper, Britain 
stands absolutely resolute with the United 
States, the UK defence secretary, Gavin 
Williamson, has said, after Donald Trump’s 
announcement he would pull out of a decades-
old nuclear weapons with Russia. Williamson 
blamed Russia for endangering the Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) treaty, which 
was agreed by the US and the Soviet Union 
in 1987, and called on the Kremlin to get its 
house in order.

Our close and long-term ally of course is 
the United States and we will be absolutely 
resolute with the United States in hammering 
home a clear message that Russia needs to 

INF demise & threats to world peace
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respect the treaty obligation that it signed he 
said. He accused Russia of breaking the agree-
ment, saying Moscow had made a mockery 
of the INF. Williamson is in the US while the 
Royal Navy aircraft carrier HMS Elizabeth 
visits New York. We of course want to see this 
treaty continue to stand but it does require 
two parties to be committed to it and at the 
moment you have one party that is ignoring it, 
Williamson said. It is Russia that is in breach 
and it is Russia that needs to get its house in 
order.

As per latest development, Russia has also 
responded to the US in same coins. As per 
reports Russia will easily make, deploy new 
defensive missiles if US ditches INF. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin says his country 
can easily develop and deploy land-based 
intermediate-range missiles if the United 
States carries out a threat to withdraw from the 
landmark Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty (INF).

As you know, we do have sea and airborne 
[missile] systems and there will be no dif-
ficulty to carry out research-and-development 
and make them land-based if needed, The 
Russian leader said at a Russian Defense 
Ministry conference in Moscow. Putin also 
warned that Washington’s decision to pull out 
of the milestone pact is one step towards an 
arms race.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Putin said that 
Russia’s successes in developing sea- and 
air-launched missiles became a source of 
concern for our partners, prompting them to 
undermine the pact.

Over the past months, the White House 
has been repeatedly accusing the Kremlin 
of violating the INF. Moscow, for its part, 
strongly rejected such allegations, calling them 
unfounded.

Putin also stressed that Washington was 
violating the INF directly, as it was actively 
building up Aegis Ashore facilities in Romania 

and Poland. Furthermore, there are strike 
drones in the American military arsenals 
whose properties fall under the pact, he added.

They blatantly violate it and make hypotheti-
cal, unfounded claims against us, he said. The 
Russian leader also reiterated that Moscow 
did not violate the INF, but if Washington 
ditches it, Russia would be left with no choice 
but to react accordingly to defend itself.  He 
also warned that the US decision, which may 
even ruin arms control system, causes serious 
concern and might have very negative conse-
quences and will noticeably weaken regional 
and global security.

Putin’s remarks came as Moscow’s relations 
with the West remain tense over the Ukrainian 
crisis, the foreign-sponsored war in Syria and 
the allegations of Russian interference in the 
US presidential poll in 2016.

In the last day of December, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin came forward with a more 
alarming stance saying that the scrapping of 
a Cold War era nuclear pact would lead to an 
arms race and direct confrontation between 
several global regions, after a proposal by 
Moscow was rejected in a United Nations 

vote. Moscow had put forward a resolution in 
support of the 1987 Intermediate-range Nu-
clear Forces Treaty (INF) which bans Moscow 
and Washington from stationing short- and 
intermediate-range, land-based missiles in 
Europe.

Russia’s foreign ministry said in a statement 
that the UN had failed to vote in favor of the 
proposal. A new blow has been dealt on the 
global architecture of security and stability. 
Now, with the collapse of the INF treaty, several 
global regions could be plunged into the arms 
race or even into a direct confrontation, it said. 
Washington has threatened to pull out of the 
accord, saying Moscow failed to comply with 
it. On Thursday, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin accused the United States of raising the 
risk of nuclear war by threatening to spurn the 
key arms control treaty and refusing to hold 
talks about another pact that expires soon.

In case of collapse of the nuclear arms re-
duction and non-proliferation treaties in the 
coming 10-15 years, economic, military, and 
other trends may seriously weaken Russia’s 
nuclear deterrence and defense, which is based 
on a recent decade of significant military 
modernization programs. But if combined 
with the preservation and improvement of 
the US-Russia nuclear arms control regimes, 
the military investments of the recent years 
may end up strengthening Russia’s defense 
and security as well as its great power status 
and international prestige.

Beyond a change in leadership in Washing-
ton, only Moscow can constructively resolve 
this crisis, by taking matters into its own hands. 
Given its inherent importance and its critical 
role in the US-Russia nuclear arms control 
architecture, the INF Treaty must come to the 
fore of the bilateral agenda and take precedence 
over Ukraine, Syria, and all other matters, 
however significant they may be. Breaking 
arms control agreements is much easier than 
concluding them, but history shows that reject-
ing arms control agreements never improves 
one’s security and always damages it, a lesson 
that Moscow and Washington should heed.

Writer is the Editor ‘Mélange International 
Magazine’, and Daily The Asian Telegraph
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Chinese New Year:  2019–YEAR OF THE 
PIG
The  Chinese New Year, or Spring Festival, 
has more than 4,000 years of history and 
is the longest holiday of the year. In the 
21st century, the national holiday begins 
on the first of the Lunar Calendar and lasts 
until the 15th of the first month. In 2018, 
Chinese New Year begins on February 5th 
and ends February 19th.

In China, all stores are closed during 
the first five days of the Spring Festival, 
with some not opening until the very end. 
People must stock up on New Year supplies 
beforehand and many begin on the Laba 
Festival. Kitchens will also show the first 
signs of Spring Festival dishes with the 
preparation of cured meat, salted fish and 
other preserved food.

The Laba festival:
However, in the traditional sense, the Laba 
Festival of the lunar December (January 
13th, 2019) marks the beginning of the 
Spring Festival. Memorial ceremonies are 
held on this day to pray to ancestors and 
gods (such as door gods) for fortune and 

a successful harvest. Though paganist in 
nature, the festival has become integrated 
into religions such as Daoism and Bud-
dhism.

The main food for this festival is the Laba 
porridge. It includes seven types of grains, 
such as red bean, red dates and husked rice. 
There are many different myths regarding 
this porridge, but all teach the lesson of 
being grateful and not taking what you have 
for granted. In addition, the Laba menu 
includes Laba tofu, noodles and wheat 
kernel rice. It is also said that eating ice on 

this day will prevent any stomachaches for 
the year.

The Spring Festival:

Kicking off the main festivities is the 
Little Year on January 28th, with the 
Spring Festival officially beginning Febru-
ary 5th (February 4th is New Year’s Eve) 
and ending with the Lantern Festival on 
February 19th. Here is a list of the most 
important dates for the Chinese New Year: 
The Spring Festival is long and has specific 
activities and traditions for each day. As 
usual, they vary between regions. Here is 
a short summary of what may be on the 
schedule.

January 28th: Little Year  

In the past, government officials cel-
ebrated this day on the 23rd. Common folk 
celebrated on the 24th and fishermen on 
the 25th.

Chinese 
New Year
C e l e b r a t i o n s
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Brazilian envoy decorates new Honorary Consul
The ambassador of Brazil Claudio Lins hosted a reception to honour the newly appointed honorary consul Omer Jaffer in Karachi. The Federative 
Republic of Brazil is South America’s largest country both by population and territory; it is a rising economic power and is committed to become 
an economic giant. A number of people including heads of diplomatic missions, governmental authorities, members of Pakistan-Brazil Business 
Forum, media persons and a good representation of the business community from all over Pakistan attended the event. The ambassador Claudio 
Lins made a speech on this occasion in which he enlightened the audience about Omer Jaffer’s services and the Order of Rio Branco which was 
instituted in 1963.
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Qatar Embassy celebrates National Day
Ambassador of the State of Qatar Saqr Bin Mubarak Al Mansouri says that his country highly values a ties with Pakistan. While speaking at 
reception to celebrate National Day of the State of Qatar, Ambassador highlighted the important points of the bilateral cooperation that has been 
improved lately, he also stressed on the wish of the State of Qatar for more development in its relations with Pakistan. High profile official and 
public representatives, Khusro Bakhtiar, Federal Minister of Planning, Development and Reform graced the reception as Chief Guest while Shehryar 
Afridi, Minister of State for Interior, Zulfiqar Abbas Bukhari, Special Assistant to Prime Minister and Minister of State on Overseas Pakistanis & 
Human Resource Development, Senator Talha Mahmood, Senator Sitara Ayaz and Senator Naseem Ullah Khan, representing His Excellency Mr. 
Sadiq Sanjrani, Chairman of the Senate of Pakistan.
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Romanian National Day celebrated
The Ambassador of Romania Nicolae Goia hosted a grand reception to celebrate the Romanian National Day also known as Great Union Day. This 
year it was celebrated as the Centennial of the Great Union because the Romania celebrates Great Union of 1918 as its national day. Romania is 
the largest Balkan country and it has a strongly globalized and integrated economy. Romania is a staunch supporter of regional countries heading 
towards European integration. Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador Nicolae Goia highlighted Pakistan and Romania’s bilateral relations, saying 
Pakistan is an important partner for Romania in the South Asian region and he greatly acknowledged Pakistan’s efforts in fighting terrorism, 
militancy and radical extremism. He hoped that these endeavours will continue to be an important part of the international war on terror.
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UAE embassy in Pakistan marks National Day
Rhythmic music, Arabic chant and fascinating performance by the visiting Maqabeel military band of United Arab Emirates charmed Pakistani 
spectators in Islamabad. The musical show was part of the events organised by the Embassy of the UAE on the occasion of 47th UAE National Day. 
To offer Pakistanis an authentic Emirati cultural experience, the visiting band performed traditional dances of the UAE. One of the most appreciated 
performances featured a dozen men in Arabic dress swaying their heads and sticks in their hands to the rhythmic beat of music.

Diplomatic Corner



MélangeJanuary 2019 45

BIG Story

National Day of Bosnia celebrated
To celebrate the National Day and Armed Forces day of Bosnia and Herzegovina, ambassador Brigadier General (r) Sakib Foric hosted a reception 
at the Marriott Hotel. The event was held in the Marquee Hall and well attended but not too crowded, with diplomats; members of the diplomatic 
Defense Corp; senior Pakistani officers of the Armed Forces and civilians of note. The guest of honour was Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
(CJCSC) General Zubair Mahmood Hayat and the cake cutting ceremony took place with all the VIP’s on stage joining in. An exhibition of photographs 
had been arranged alongside the pool and the red carpet led past it so that guests could view the beautiful images of places in Bosnia Herzegovina, 
while a video screening of the activities of the armed forces and relations with Pakistan was shown inside.

Diplomatic Corner
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Independence Day of Poland 2018
 Polish ambassador Piotr Opalinski and Mrs Jolanta Opalinski hosted a reception to celebrate the centenary of Regaining Independence by the Republic 
of Poland and the Poliah Armed Forces Day here. The event was co-hosted by Defence Attache Col. Andrzej Stanek and attended by diplomats; members 
of the Diplomatic Defence Corps; Pakistani armed forces officers and civilians of note, while the guest of honour was minister for Maritime Affairs, Syed 
Ali Haider Zaidi. The cake cutting ceremony took place after the national anthems of both countries had been played. A video screening of the sights of 
Poland played continuously as the backdrop of the stage different and interesting as it was expertly filmed, with a 3D, breathtaking perspective that 
showcased how Poland has emerged from being a war ravaged country to one of splendor. It made you want to plan a trip to the country immediately.
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Oman’s National Day 
attracts a large number of friends, well-wishers

At a reception held to mark 48th National Day of Oman, participants greeted the host Ambassador Sheikh Mohammad Omar Ahmed Al-Marhoon 
on the historic day and prayed for the health and long life of the Ruler of Oman, Sultan Qaboos bin Said. Each year, Oman celebrates National 
Day on November 18 that also happens to be the birthday of His Royal Highness. A large number of diplomats, parliamentarians, Oman nationals 
working in Pakistan, their families, Arab countries’ ambassadors and friends of Oman attended the event. Parliamentarians of the ruling party 
and those from the Opposition benches also participated in the event. Religious scholars and members of the civil society also attended the event.
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An exuberant and emotional 
crowd of Sikh pilgrims wit-
nessed the ground-breaking 
ceremony of the Kartarpur 
Corridor at Darbar Sahib in 

Narowal, Pakistan. The long wait for the 
Indian Sikh community to have easy access 
to the final resting place of Guru Nanak 
Dev is now just months away. Pakistan has 
decided to open the Kartarpur Corridor for 
Sikh pilgrims, allowing them to visit the 
holy site without a visa. This is a big de-
velopment. When the Kartarpur Corridor 
becomes operational next year, in time for 
the 550th anniversary of the birth of Guru 
Nanak, Sikhs will have access to perform 
their religious rituals for the first time 
since the partitioning of the two countries 
in 1947. Prime Minister Imran Khan has 
sent a clear message that Islamabad is 
interested in initiating a dialogue for the 
resolution of conflicts. Khan, inaugurating 
the project, which will see the construction 
of a new road and bridge that would link 

the two sites, spoke of wanting to open a 
new era of relations between India and 
Pakistan. The inauguration in Pakistan 
follows a similar event on the Indian side 
of the border earlier, attended by the chief 
minister of India’s Punjab province and 
the country’s vice president. The corridor 
will formally open next year, in time for the 
550th birth anniversary celebrations for 
Guru Nanak. “The entire Sikh community 
is very happy with this initiative taken by 
the Indian and Pakistan governments. We 
are looking forward to a very promising 
future,” said Surender Singh Kandhari, 
chairman of the Gurudwara Guru Nanak 
Darbar Sikh Temple.

It marks a rare moment of positivity in 
relations between the two South Asian 
nations, who have fought three wars 
since gaining independence and between 
whom dialogue has been stalled for years. 
With the opening of the corridor, a long-
standing demand of the Sikh community 
and one which Pakistan proposed to be 
followed through with earlier this year. 
It shows that Pakistan is showing that it 

is prepared to take concrete steps to ease 
tensions. On the other hand New Dehli 
is still reluctant to extend the hand of 
friendship to Pakistan. It is still unclear 
whether or not New Delhi is interested in 
starting a new chapter with Pakistan and 

ending its support for the insurgency in 
Balochistan and in the Pashtun belt along 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan. New Delhi also 
seems to be a hostage to India’s hyper-
nationalist media outlets, which never 
miss an opportunity to sabotage the peace 
dialogue and blame Pakistan for all the 
miseries afflicting India.

As the Kartarpur corridor connecting the 
Punjab of Pakistan and India, becomes a 
reality in response to Pakistan’s offer to 
build a new border crossing and road, it 

Kartarpur Corridor
Pakistan’s Initiative for Regional Peace

Pakistan rejects Indian media’s negative propaganda
Pakistan has rejected Indian media’s negative propaganda against Kartarpur Corridor Initiative. 
Foreign Office stated, we are deeply dismayed at the relentless negative propaganda campaign 
being waged by a section of the Indian media against Pakistan on the “Kartarpur Corridor” 
Initiative.  We categorically reaffirm that the initiative to  open this Corridor has been taken by 
the Government of Pakistan solely in deference to the longstanding wishes of our Sikh brethren, 
and especially in the wake of the forthcoming 550th birth anniversary of Baba Guru Nanak 
Dev ji. Attributing any other motives is purely malicious. 

Foreign Office Spokesperson Dr Muhammad Faisal stated, we have received overwhelmingly 
positive response from the Sikh community not only in India and Pakistan but also from 
across the globe. The Government and people of Pakistan fully share their joy on this historic 
breakthrough and solemnly affirm that they will make every possible contribution to a befitting 
celebration of the auspicious occasion of Baba Guru Nanak’s 550th birth anniversary in 2019.  
We are convinced that those seeking to sow negativity around this initiative for partisan 
purposes or due to their known anti-Pakistan proclivities will not succeed in their designs.
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is a reiteration of Khan’s government to 
be consistent about its conviction to not 
just have peace but to have a mutually 
beneficial relationship with India. Against 
the longstanding backdrop of broken 
promises, trouble at the LoC, accusations 
of terrorism and constant finger-pointing, 
Khan since his post-election victory speech 
on July 25, 2018 has been vocal about his 
wish to change the status quo with India. 
The Kartarpur corridor is representative 
of Khan Government’s narrative that the 
idea of peace is not conditional, the need 
to end hostility is not hostage to temporary 
setbacks, and the imperativeness to keep 
the dialogue open must not be overlooked 
even when the situation at the LOC pres-
ently seems unchangeable. PM Khan is 
of the firm belief that Pakistan’s equation 
with India can undergo a tremendous shift 
if areas of mutual benefit are worked on, 
trade being the major one.

Two countries that are geographically 
so close that in certain parts it is hard to 
tell where Pakistan ends and India starts 
must put their very troubled past aside, 
and forge a new roadmap for a relation-
ship that even if not of friendship is based 
on mutual respect and mutual interests. 
Opening a road for religious pilgrims 
is a great way to connect people of two 
Punjabs that share many similarities of 
culture and sensibilities despite the differ-
ence in the way to whom they bend their 
head in prayer. It is not just a credit to 
Prime Minister Khan’s political sagacity 
that his first big overture to India is that 
of ensuring that the Sikh Indians have an 
easy passage to pay respects to the founder 
of their religion, it is a manifestation of his 
humanity. Khan, pragmatically aware of 
the toll a country pays for being directly 
and indirectly involved in wars, and of 
unquantifiable human and material price 
of being a victim of terrorism, is focused 
on making Pakistan a country that is stable 
as per all indexes of development, and that 

would remain an elusive dream if Pakistan 
does not have peace within and with all its 
neighbours.

Citing examples of Germany and France 
after World War II, PM Imran Khan said 
that if two European neighbors can live 
peacefully, why not India and Pakistan. 
“France and Germany, who have fought 
so many wars, are now peacefully living 
as neighbors. They have trade ties despite 
killing thousands of each other’s people. 
But one day their leaders decided that we 
will break their shackles and they did,” 
Khan added. On the other hand India’s 
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj stressed 
that the Kartarpur project will not lead 
to talks between the two countries. She 
also said that New Delhi will not attend 
the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) conference if it is 
held in Pakistan. This statement clearly 
segregates the thinking and vision of 
the both sides. Over the years, multiple 
attempts have been made by Pakistani 
administrations to reconcile and restart bi-
lateral talks. More recently, in September, 

India canceled a meeting between Swaraj 
and her Pakistani counterpart, Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi, on the sidelines of the 
United Nations General Assembly.

United States has welcomed efforts by Pa-
kistan to increase people-to-people ties with 
India following the opening of the visa-free 
Kartarpur corridor for Sikh pilgrims. Politi-
cians on both sides have hailed the decision 
as an impetus for peace between the two 
countries that have fought several wars 
in their seventy-year existence. Pakistan’s 
Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry 
called it a victory for the peace lobby in both 
countries. As Pakistan has courageously 
taken this imperative decision, India should 
also show some courage to have dialogues 
on Kashmir dispute. People on both sides of 
Kashmir are eager to get united. The peace 
process should also be reciprocal otherwise 
it can’t be implemented.

Author is an Executive Editor of Mélange 
int’l Magazine and Secretary Information 
Center of Pakistan and International Rela-
tions (COPAIR)

Karatapur Corridor is Pak’s desire for Peace: Russia

Alexey Y Dedov, the ambassador of the Russian Federation in Pakistan has said that the 
opening of the Kartarpur Corridor for the Sikh pilgrims across the border shows Pakistan’s 
commitment towards peace in the region. The ambassador, speaking at Pakistan Institute 
of International Affairs on the topic of Russia’s Stabilising Role in South Asia, appreciated 
the military operations conducted by the security forces against militants present inside 
its border under operation Radd-ul-Fasaad and Zarb-e-Azb. The Russian ambassador 
said that his country believes in strengthening bilateral relations between Islamabad and 
Moscow, and Peace Mission 2018 is a testament to the fact. 

Dedov said that dynamic changes in the region have occurred one side we have glo-
balization and technology progress while on the other hand we are facing international 
terrorism, drugs and human trafficking which changes the International landscape so 
quickly. Responding to a question, Dedov said that Russia stands in favour of democratic 
Afghanistan, but expressed his concerns that some Afghan territories being used for ter-
rorism. The ambassador informed the participants that Russia is also a part of One Belt 
One Road cooperation, and aspires to establish strong trilateral trade with Pakistan and 
China under it. Dedov expressed his hope that in the near future social, cultural and 
economic relations will further deepen and stronger the Russia and Pakistan relationship.
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Relations between the Republic 
of Kazakhstan and the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan since the 
establishment of diplomatic 
relations have been developing 

in the spirit of friendship and partnership 
with high level of political cooperation. 
Contractual and legal framework of the 
bilateral cooperation accounts for more than 
35 documents. The fundamental ones are 
the Declaration on Cooperation Principles 
between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and the Agree-
ment on Establishment of Diplomatic and 
Consular Relations between the Republic 
of Kazakhstan and the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan. The legal base of Kazakhstan-
Pakistan relations includes over 30 interstate, 

intergovernmental and interdepartmental 
treaties, agreements and memorandums. 
These documents determined the main 
content and the nature of development of 
partnership between the two countries in all 
areas of mutual interest.

A milestone event in the establishment of 
bilateral relations was state visit of Presi-
dent of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev 
to Pakistan on 24 February 1992,during 
which they signed the five most important 
documents that established the legal basis 
for the development of bilateral relations, 
including the Agreement on Establish-
ment of Diplomatic Relations between the 
Republic of Kazakhstan and IRP. On 13-14 
January 1994,Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
the IRP Assef Ahmad Ali paid an official visit 
to Kazakhstan, which resulted in signing a 
Cooperation Protocol between the Foreign 

Ministry of the Republic of Kazakhstan and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the IRP.

In recent years, one can observe enhance-
ment of trade and economic cooperation, 
as evidenced by the growth of mutual 
trade. The volume of Kazakhstan’s trade 
turnover with Pakistan in January-November 
2016amounted to 20.9million US dollars .It 
is30%less than in the same period in 2015 
(29.9 million US dollars). The foreign trade 
balance is negative (16.5million US dollars).

Export of Kazakhstan to Pakistan amount-
ed to 2.2 mln. US dollars. Imports from  
Pakistan  to  Kazakhstan was 18.7millionUS 
dollars, which is46.5%less than in the same 
period in 2015(imports over the same period 
in 2015 amounted to 28.7million US dollars).

Herewith, the basis of Pakistani export 
to the Republic of Kazakhstan consists of 
gems and jewelry , textiles, chemicals and 
pharmaceuticals, agricultural and food prod-
ucts, leather products, sports and medical 
products.

Pakistani importin the Republic of Kazakh-
stan includes the construction and coating 
materials,raw materials, food products, 
machinery and equipment, fertilizers, coal, 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals, vegetable 
oils, etc. Islamabad has a strong interest in 
promoting its products in the markets of the 
countries of the Eurasian Economic Union 
(EEU), with the cooperation of Kazakhstan. 
The Intergovernmental Kazakhstan-Pakistan 
Joint Commission on Trade and Economic, 
Scientific and Technical, and Cultural co-
operation, which the 8th session was held 
in Astana on 5-6 November 2015, plays an 
important role in the fulfillment of economic 
capacity of the two countries to advance to a 
qualitatively new level of interaction.

Barlybay Sadykov is an Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary Ambassador of  Kazakhstan  
to  Pakistan since January 2018 and he has 
been playing key role in bridging both the 
countries further closer to each other. Since 
his appointment here in Islamabad, he has 
been dynamic in interacting with leading 
people from all the concerned quarters to 
further cement the existing cooperation 

Ambassador of 
Kazakhstan

Barlybay Sadykov
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betwen Pakistan and Kazakhstan.
Barlybay Sadykov is a seasoned diplomat as 

prior to his assignment in Islamabad he has 
served his nation as First Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Kazakhstan to the United 
Nations in New York, Deputy Permanent 
Representative of Kazakhstan to the United 
Nations in New York, Ambassador-at-Large 
MFA, Director of the Department of Multi-
lateral Cooperation MFA, Head of Interna-
tional Organizations Division, Department 
of Multilateral Cooperation MFA, Head of 
Americas Desk, Europe and Americas De-
partment MFA, Second Secretary of the Em-
bassy of Kazakhstan to the Italian Republic, 
Greece and Malta, Attaché, Third, Second, 
First Secretary of the Europe and Americas 
Division MFA, Military service, Ministry of 
Defense of USSR and Kazakhstan as well as 
Diplomatic rank Envoy Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Second Class

Barlybay Sadykov has been staunch advo-
cate of promotion of Pakistan and Kazakh-
stan ties; therefore, he is very much visible in 
diplomatic functions as well as conferences, 
seminars all the time talking about strength-
ening of relations between both the countries. 
In the second week of December 2018 while 
speaking at an event, he drew attention to 
the main achievements of Kazakhstan over 
the years of independence and the role of the 
President of the Republic of Kazakhstan – 
Leader of the Nation Nursultan Nazarbayev 
and his invaluable contribution to the forma-
tion of a young state.

In the same event Federal Minister Ali 
Haider Zaidi noted the fact that Pakistan was 
one of the first foreign states to recognize the 
independence of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan. At the same time, the Federal Minister 
highly appreciated the peace-loving foreign 
policy and socially oriented internal policy 
of Kazakhstan, expressing his admiration 
for the highest level of literacy among the 
population. 

The performance of the musical band from 
Kazakhstan «Made in KZ», which along 
with the Kazakh traditional compositions 
performed world-famous hits become a 
beautiful surprise for the guests of that event. 
Singing the Pakistani patriotic song «Dil 
Dil Pakistan» (My heart is Pakistan) by the 
musicians from Kazakhstan caused a storm 
of applause from the guests.

In addition, the colorful photo exhibition 
with images of Astana and the nature of 
Kazakhstan, along with information materi-
als about Kazakhstan was presented to the 
guests of the event.

The event was covered by more than 20 
Pakistani media outlets, which noted the 
special solemnity of the event.

In the first week of December 2018, 
Ambassador Barlybay Sadykov was also 
present in another event and in his welcom-
ing remarks has briefed representatives of 
Government, diplomatic corps, business 
circles and mass media of Bangladesh about 

a main achievements of the country in social-
economic development and Kazakhstan’s 
contribution to strengthening regional and 
international security. It was underlined that 
successful development of our country was 
achieved under the leadership, visionary and 
wise policy of the First President of Kazakh-
stan Mr. Nursultan Nazarbayev.

It was noted that Kazakhstan attaches 
great importance to the development of 
comprehensive political and trade-economic 
cooperation with Bangladesh and is inter-
ested its further development. Books about 
Kazakhstan, the First President of Kazakh-
stan Leader of the Nation N. Nazarbayev and 
his international initiatives, brochures with 
the Address of President were distributed 
during the Reception. 

The documentary film about modern 
Kazakhstan has been presented, the photo 
exhibition about the development and 
achievements of Kazakhstan during the 
years of Independence was organized in the 
framework of the above mentioned celebra-

tion. The issues on holding of joint trade 
fairs and road-shows as well as launching of 
joint ventures, exchange of experience and 
perspectives on realization of investment 
projects in Kazakhstan and Bangladesh have 
been discussed by the Seminar participants.                                                                       

On November 30, 2018, Ambassador 
Barlybay Sadykov was present in another 
seminar under the title of “Kazakhstan-Pa-
kistan Relations: Kazakhstan Foreign Policy 
Prioritie. The event that was organized by 
the Embassy in conjunction with Islamabad 
Strategic Studies Institute brought together 
representatives of Pakistan’s Foreign Office 
leadership, Heads of some diplomatic mis-
sions, accredited in Pakistan, local media and 
expert community.

Ambassador Barlybay Sadykov in his thor-
ough presentation covered most urgent areas 
and priorities of foreign policy of Kazakh-
stan, along with the role of the President of 
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev in shap-
ing that policy and its notable achievements. 
Apart of that was stressed the significance 
paid in Kazakhstan to the Day of the First 
President. The Ambassador of Kazakhstan 
spent also a considerable amount of time 
for examining the current development of 
Kazakh-Pakistan relationship and their 
perspectives.

Upon completion of his presentation the 
Ambassador B.Sadykov replied some audi-
ence raised questions, which largely related to 
various domains of bilateral ties. At the same 
time questions were accompanied by assess-
ments, which media and expert community 
representatives shared on development of 
bilateral interaction in various realms. Thus, 
it was particularly stressed that for extending 
an awareness of the Kazakh and Pakistani so-
cieties of each other stable contacts should be 

established between media, expert communi-
ties and business circles of two countries.

Besides, the gathering highly praised the 
policy of Kazakhstan’s President in the field 
of nuclear arms non-proliferation. As the 
Pakistani experts pointed out, Kazakhstan, 
given to its voluntary renouncement from 
possessing the nuclear arms, has an undeni-
able moral right to be in the vanguard of that 
process.

A day earlier, Ambassador Barlybay 
Sadykov was present in a seminar on 
trade-economic and investment cooperation 
between Kazakhstan and Pakistan here, in 
which the representatives of official bodies, 
business circles and media of Pakistan have 
taken part. 
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Major international political developments of 2018
The year 2018 was a roller coaster in international politics and diplomacy. Certain events during the year will have far-reaching effects on geopolitics. 
Here are some of the international developments that made the headlines as well as jolted the whole world.

Kim-Moon’s meeting 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and 
South Korean Prime Minister Moon Jae held 
a historic meeting in Pyongyang in May,  The 
North, which had remained isolated since the 
Korean war, unconventionally approached 
South at the start of the year. South Korea’s 
presidential Blue House welcomed the New 
Year address, as Kim showed his willingness 
to discuss with Seoul regarding DPRK’s pos-
sible participation in the South Korea-hosted 
winter Olympics.

Come February, in an invitation delivered 
by Kim’s visiting sister, the DPRK leader 
said he was willing to meet the South’s leader 
“at the earliest date possible. South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in met North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un in April as the latter 
crossed a military demarcation line to enter 
the South for the first summit between the 
two sides in more than a decade.

Smiling and holding hands, Kim and Moon 
met at the heavily fortified demilitarised 
zone.

The meeting, aimed at ending their 
decades-long conflict and easing tensions 
over the North’s nuclear weapons program, 
came weeks before Kim was due to meet US 
President Donald Trump.

The two pledged to work toward the 
“complete decentralisation of the Korean 
peninsula,” and sought to declare an official 
end to the 1950s Korean War and establish a 
permanent peace agreement. In a significant 
compromise, North Korea also pledged to 
dismantle its Punggye-ri nuclear test site, 
while both countries aimed to restore their 
fragile relations.

The US quits Iran Nuclear Deal
Terming the deal negotiated by his 

predecessor Barack Obama, a poorly 
negotiated dea”, President Donald Trump 
announced on May 8 that he was reimpos-
ing economic sanctions on Iran and pulling 
the United States out of an international 
agreement aimed at stopping Tehran from 
obtaining a nuclear bomb.

The Iran nuclear deal was negotiated by 
the permanent members of security council 
which include the US, China, Russia, United 
Kingdom, and France along with Germany 
aiming to lift all nuclear economic sanctions 
on the Iranian government.

Mahathir’s surprising victory
A 92-year old Mahathir Mohamad won a 
historic election victory in the Malaysian elec-
tions in May, after going up against favourite 
Najib Razzak, and toppling a regime which 
had ruled the country for over six decades.

The thumping victory capped a dramatic 
political comeback for the veteran politician, 
who previously ruled the country with an iron 
fist for 22 years and came out of retirement 
to take on Prime Minister Najib Razak after 
the leader became embroiled in the massive 
1MDB corruption scandal.

Trump -Kim meeting

Donald Trump formed a special bond with 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un, at the end of a 
historic meeting during which the two former 
foes pledged to meet again. The pair signed 
what Trump called a pretty comprehensive 
and very importantdocument, which spoke 

of new US-DPRK relations and committed 
Washington to security guarantees.

The extraordinary Singapore summit, 
seemingly impossible until recently, came 
after the two nuclear-armed foes appeared 
on the verge of conflict late last year as they 
slung personal insults and Kim conducted 
nuclear and missile tests. The meeting was 
a first between the sitting leaders of the two 
countries and was closely watched and fol-
lowed around the world.

The Singapore summit is a potentially 
legacy-defining meeting for both men com-
parable to president Richard Nixon’s 1972 
visit to China, or Ronald Reagan’s 1986 
summit with Mikhail Gorbachev in Reykja-
vik. The summit was more likely the start of 
a long process of negotiation, with another 
meeting expected at some point next year.

US inaugurates embassy in Jerusalem
Fulfilling a campaign promise, President 

Trump in May went ahead with his pledge 
to move and inaugurate the deeply disputed 
US embassy in Jerusalem. The embassy 
inauguration was attended by a delegation 
that included US President Donald Trump’s 
daughter Ivanka and her husband Jared 
Kushner, both White House aides.

Clashes along the Gaza border left 55 
Palestinians dead from Israeli fire in the 
conflict’s bloodiest day in years on the day of 
the embassy inauguration.

‘Come back home’
Syria denounced US, French and Turkish 
forces operating in the war-torn country as 
occupying forces and demanded that they 
leave immediately. Addressing the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, Foreign Minister Walid al-
Moualem, who serves also as Syria’s deputy 
prime minister, also called on Syrian refugees 
to come home, even though the country’s war 
is now in its eighth year.

Moualem said the foreign forces were on 
Syrian soil illegally, under the pretext of 
fighting terrorism, and “will be dealt with 
accordingly. In his address, Moualem insisted 
that the war on terror is almost over in Syria, 
where more than 360,000 people have died 
since 2011, with millions more uprooted 
from their homes.

World War I commemoration
2018 also marked the 100 years to the 
culmination of World War I fought from 
1914-1918, and world leaders from across 
the world descended on France as French 
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President Emmanuel Macron and First Lady 
Bridgette Macron hosted the leaders at a 
special commemoration ceremony.

The commemoration was the centrepiece 
of global tributes to honour the 10 million 
soldiers killed during the Great War and 
mark the moment the Armistice, signed in 
northeastern France, came into effect at 11 
am on November 11, 1918.

World leaders, including Trump, German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau attended the commemoration 
ceremony.

May survives vote of ‘no confi-
dence’

British Prime Minister Theresa May survived 
a challenge to her premiership after emerging 
successful in a vote of no-confidence trig-
gered by ministers from her own party earlier 
in December. Despite winning the vote, 117 
of her lawmakers said she was no longer the 
right leader to implement Britain’s exit from 
the European Union.

Brexit negotiations have been subjected 
to many disagreements between May, the 
parliamentary opposition and even members 
of her own cabinet. Britain’s March 29 exit 
from the European Union has been plunged 
into crisis by parliamentary opposition to 
the divorce deal she struck with the EU last 
month, which has opened up possibilities 
including a delay to Brexit or even another 
referendum on membership.

Slowing US Economy
The Congressional Budget Office predicts 

real GDP growth will slow to 2.4 % in 
2019, down from 3.1 % in 2018. By Q4 of 
2019, Goldman Sachs projects year over 
year growth of; Consumer spending 2.7%, 
Residential fixed investment -1.3%, Business 

fixed investment 4.2%, Federal spending 
3.8%, A slowing economy means you can 
expect companies to invest less in heavy 
equipment and other fixed expenses.

Tepid Global Growth
According to the US Conference Board the 
global economy will grow 3.1% in 2019 and 
GNP growth will slow in key markets such 
as Europe (1.9%) and Japan (0.9%). U.S. 
companies will not only struggle with exports 
to China but in mature economies around 
the world.

Tenuous US-China Relations
The Trump administration has demonstrated 
a pattern of making dramatic announce-
ments in order to establish a basis for 
negotiations (such as with North Korea). 
Renewed fears about the tariff negotiations 
were one driver to recent market volatility. 
The world is watching with wonder to see 
whether the “trade war truce” is legitimate, or 
if tariffs represent the long-term trade policy 
of the US.

5G to be technology of the year

While artificial intelligence and the internet 
of things (IoT) get all the attention, 5G could 

be the technology of the year in 2019. 5G, 
which could improve processing speeds by 
more than 10 times and could enable remote 
surgeries and Uber’s announced food delivery 
drones. In fact, 5G is so important that China, 
South Korea and the US are embroiled in an 
arms race to be first to market.

Investors to starve for Yield
With uncertainty in the US, China, Japan 
and Europe, there are few safe options for 
investors. Interest rates are still relatively 
low, and real estate capitalization rates are 
undesirable. Goldman Sachs projecs the 10-
year Treasury rate to reach 3.2 by Q4 of 2019. 
Businesses sitting on cash will have to settle 
for modest returns.

E-Commerce to grow at torrid pace
E-commerce is expected to grow 20%, on 
pace with its 2017-2018 growth rate. More 
and more, even traditional brands are con-
sidering direct-to-consumer to be a channel 
they can’t ignore.

Manufacturers to shift produc-
tion units out of US  

I believe many U.S. manufacturers have 
grown weary of China’s currency instability 
cyberattacks and possible failure to protct 
intellectual property rights. With the threat 
of tariffs, many are considering options in-
cluding India, Thailand and Malaysia. The 
recent signing of the US-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement only boosted the prospects of U.S. 
companies leveraging Mexico’s proximity and 
low labor cost.

Europe likely to remain in 
shambles
With leaders including Germany’s Merkel 
and Britain’s May losing favor, combined 
with Italy’s budget crisis and Brexit, Europe’s 
political core is unraveling. Britain’s financial 
system has been a credible hub of commerce, 
and Brexit is feared to trigger instability.
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US Aircraft Carrier sails into 
Persian Gulf amid US-Iran tension

The USS John C. Stennis carrier strike group 
has arrived in the Persian Gulf, ending a long 
period of absence by US forces in the area. 
On its way to its new place of deployment, 
the US carrier was followed by Iranian Revo-
lutionary Guard ships stationed in the region. 
The coming arrival of the carrier group to the 
pivotal point of the world’s oil exports was 
predicted by US media in early December. 
According to a media outlet’s source the 
arrival of the US carrier would be a show of 
force against Iran.

The arrival of the USS John C. Stennis 
was preceded by warnings sounded by 
Iran, which threatened to block the Strait 
of Hormuz the only maritime exit from the 
Gulf and a corridor to a 1/3 of the world’s oil 
exports. According to an earlier report, the 
USS Stennis is expected to maintain a pres-
ence in the region for some two months to 
provide a deterrence against any potentially 
hostile Iranian activity in the waters and as 
a show of force.

Relations between Iran and the US have 
deteriorated since US President Donald 
Trump announced Washington’s decision 
to withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal 
with Iran and to re-impose sanctions on the 
Islamic Republic. Iran’s military leadership 
has consistently warned against limiting 
the country’s energy exports, threatening to 
close the Strait of Hormuz, which serves as 
the strategic waterway between Middle East 
crude producers and key world markets.

Iranian guards launch drill near 
Strait of Hormuz
TEHRAN, Iran: State TV is reporting that 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard ground force has 
launched a drill near the strategic Strait of 
Hormuz, the passageway for nearly a third of 
all oil traded by sea. The report Saturday said 
the guard’s forces will use combat helicopters 
and drones around Qeshm Island at the 
mouth of the straight.

The annual war game dubbed The Great 
Prophet came a day after the USS John C. 

Stennis, a US aircraft carrier, sailed into the 
Arabian Gulf on Friday. The Guard’s vessels 
trailed the Stennis and launched a drone to 
film the American ship. Tehran feels increas-
ingly under pressure after President Donald 
Trump in November renewed sanctions that 
the US had lifted under a 2015 nuclear deal. 
The US pulled out of the deal in May.

French approves yellow vest tax 
cuts
The French National Assembly on Friday ap-
proved a package of emergency concessions 
first announced by President Emmanuel 
Macron in a bid to end the violent “yellow 
vest” protests. The tax cuts for low-income 
workers were put forward by Macron in a 

televised address earlier this month to help 
cool weeks of protests that brought major 
disruption to the country.

The measures provide a “quick, strong 
and concrete response” to the crisis, said the 
labour minister Muriel Penicaud in a debate 
which lasted into the early hours of Friday 
morning.

The measures include the removal of 
a planned tax increase for a majority of 
pensioners and tax-free overtime pay for all 
workers.

Economists estimate the cuts will cost up to 
€15 billion (Dh63 billion). The concessions 
will now move to the Senate for approval. 
Tens of thousands of people joined rallies 
across France on consecutive Saturdays in 
a movement which sprung up over fuel tax 
hikes but snowballed into broader opposition 
to Macron. Police this week said they would 
start removing barricades at roundabouts 
and on motorways after the demonstrations 
began to run out of steam. The protests, 
which at times spiraled into violence, took a 
toll on the economy, with businesses count-
ing the cost of supply disruptions, smashed 
property and a dearth of shoppers and tour-
ists who stayed away from city centres.

On Thursday the president told critics of 
the fuel tax hikes “you’re right” after 1.15 
million people signed a petition suggesting 
several other ways to fight fossil fuel pollu-
tion.

EU delays sanctions against 
Russia by 6 months
The European Union formally agreed on 
Friday to prolong its economic sanctions 
against Russia by six months until July 2019 
on Friday, the European Council said.

EU leaders had agreed at a summit last 
week to do so, but decided not to punish 
Moscow with more sanctions over Russia’s 
seizure of Ukraine ships off Crimea.

The Council, which is the grouping of 
the 28 EU countries, said it had adopted 
its decision on the extension of sanctions 
unanimously.

The measures are focused on financial, 
energy and defence sectors, as well as dual-
use goods, and were originally imposed in 
July 2014 after Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea.
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The most paid sports events of 2018
In today’s world, sports events are offering 
huge and lucerative incentives in the form 
of prize money, sheilds, medals and others 
to the winners. Thus the sports have become 
an attractive field with more than handsome 
earning. Here are few of top most paid sports 
events in the outgoing year 2018.

UEFA Champions League  ($1.52 billion)

UEFA’s elite tournament brings together 
32 of the best football clubs in nine months 
long competition. Unlike other competitions, 
the mathematics behind the prize money is 
a little complex. That is unless you are an 
ardent football fan, you know. The lush 
Champions league money pool of $1.52 bil-
lion comprises two parts fixed amount (60%) 
and a variable amount (40%) often referred 
to as market pool.

The fixed prize pool ($894 million) was 
awarded according to how the teams per-
form in the group stages and their respective 
performances from thereon. Even those clubs 
that got ousted from the group stages and 
failed to win a single match, were entitled 
to $14.9 million plus share from the market 
pool.

Monies from the market pool ($598 mil-
lion) are the TV rights money coming from 
each country. They are distributed in equal 
proportion amongst the clubs coming from 
a particular league. This is why the TV deals 
matter: the 2017/18 Champions League 
winners Real Madrid received $97 million 
in prize money. But, Liverpool, the runners-
up weren’t far behind either as they banked 
$91.7 million.

UEFA Europa League  ($469 million)
Europa League for years has served the 

second fiddle to the much bigger Champi-
ons League competition. Every year in May, 
with the respective conclusion of seasons in 

various leagues, fans get to know where their 
favorite clubs would play. Honestly, a quali-
fication for Europa League barely creates a 
buzz unless your team has never qualified 
for Europe or is qualifying after many years.

Despite the League not enjoying the same 
stature as the Champions League, the finan-
cial part doesn’t look all that bad. The best 
part is it continues to grow. The 2018/19 
season will see the total prize money go up 
by $200 million. This figure of $469mil-
lion for 2017/18 edition includes both the 
fixed payments and the media rights money. 
Atletico Madrid, the winners of the 2017/18 
Europa League banked the fixed payments of 
$18 million. The money from the TV rights 
was separate.

FIFA World Cup ($400 million)
FIFA World Cup secures the place of the 

most spectacular, hi-decibel event in the 
world of sports. The buzz generated around 
the event is unparalleled. The first World Cup 
was played in 1930 and ever since, it has been 
held after every 4 years, of course, barring a 
few exceptions in between.

The 2018 FIFA World Cup broke all the 
previous records. The prize pool increased to 
$400 million this time a hike of $42 million 
from 2014 edition’s $358 million. In 2014, 
the winners Germany had taken home $35 
million. France, the current Champions, in 
contrast, won $38 million.

World Series of Poker ($74 million)
This one totally blew my brains. I know 

that professional poker players make loads 
of money. But all my conjectures about the 
mountain of prize money available in a single 
tournament would have fallen flat.

The annual World Series of Poker in Las 
Vegas offers an astounding sum of money. 
The tournament prize purse went up from 
$68 million in 2017 to $74 million in 2018. 
The 2018 winner John Cynn walked away 
with a jaw-dropping $8.80 million in award 
money.
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The World Series Championship ($66 million)
The World Series is the annual championship 
of MLB (Major League Baseball). Don’t be 
fooled by the name though. Despite being 
called the World Series, the tournament is 
restricted to North America and is played 
amongst all-American teams.

When it comes to splurging prize money, 
MLB beats the other US sports leagues like 
NFL, NBA and MLS. The estimated prize 
pool for the 2017 championship was $66 
million.

US Open ($53 million)
Contrary to popular perception, the Wimble-
don tournament held in England every year 
is not the most remunerative one. The US 
open pips its English counterpart. The 2018 

tournament, as reported, will have the record 
prize pool of $53 million.

The year 2017’s tournament brought 
the total prize money to $50.4 million, 
an increase of 9% over 2016’s pool. Both 
winners, Rafael Nadal (men’s) and Sloane 
Stephens (women’s) banked the cheque of 
$3.7 million each. In comparison, the June 
2018 Wimbledon gave away a prize money 
of $44.6 million.

FedExCup Playoffs ($35 million)
The PGA tour championship culminates 
into Fedex playoffs competition every year 
since 2007. Once the tour is over, the top 
125 players get into a progressive, four-phase 
elimination competition – The Northern 
Trust championship (125 players), the Dell 
Technologies Championship (100 players), 

the BMW championship (70 players).
The first three playoffs cut down the 

number of players to 30 who then enter the 
last playoff, the Tour championship called 
the FedExCup.

The four playoffs will offer a total purse of 
$35 million in 2018, up from $32 million of 
last year. The winner of the FedExCup will 
walk away with $10 million. Tiger Woods 
happens to be the only golfer to have won the 
FedExCup twice – in 2007 and 2009.

Dubai World Cup  ($30 million)
Organized by the Dubai Racing Club, Dubai 
World Cup is the richest race meeting on the 
planet. The total prize pool of $30 million 
is spread across 9 races. The grand prize 
of the night carries a $10 million payday.  
Dubai has a tough competition though. The 
2nd Pegasus World Cup held in Hallandale 
Beach, Florida, in January’18 had the grand 
prize of $16 million. Nonetheless, in terms 
of total cash pool, the Dubai World Cup still 
rules the roost with an overall $30 million 
kitty.

British Open Golf ($10.50 million)
In 2017, for the first time in the illustrious 
history of the British Open, the players were 
awarded the prize money in dollars. The total 
purse crossed $10 million USD mark for the 
first time in 2017 and notched up to $10.50 
million in 2018. 
The British open also has the distinction 
of being the oldest golf tournament in the 
world. The R&A (The Royal & Ancient Golf 
Club of St. Andrews) is the ruling body of 
golf throughout the world except for the US 
and Mexico.
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Kazakhstan, a former Soviet Republic, is a vast and rarely explored 
expanse on the map, south of Russia and to the west of China. From 
the Altai Mountains in the East to the Caspian Sea in the west and 
Russia in the north to China in the south, Kazakhstan in Central Asia 
is also termed as the world’s largest landlocked country.

The southeast of Kazakhstan is the country’s tourism sweet spot, 
with the Altyn Emel National Park, Charyn Canyon, Shymbulak, and 
Kaindy Lake all surrounding the former capital of Almaty. Moving 
west into the great Eurasian steppe, there’s the UNESCO site of 
Turkistan and, in the middle of absolute nowhere, the Baikonur 
Cosmodrome, the launchpad for the Soviet space programme. Avid 
travellers can then venture further west to the Aral Sea (or what’s left 
of it), or north to Astana, the brand new capital with its futuristic 
architecture.

An array of majestic canyons, seamless deserts, arid plains, colossal 
glaciers, and ancient structures account for popular Kazakhstan 
tourist places making it a year-round destination. For the kind of 
subdued vacation paradise that it is, Kazakhstan must be on your 
bucket list soon. 

Being the ninth largest country in the world, Kazakhstan is wide to 
an extent that it encompasses 5 climate zones and has 2 time zones. 
Having said that, it is the geographical diversity of the country that 
accounts for ultimate travel experiences. As you plan on making an 
extensive itinerary, you must jot down all the popular places to visit 
in Kazakhstan that are significant historically and offer a multitude 
of activities. Some of the major division in Kazakhstan are Almaty, 
Astana, Central Kazakhstan, Eastern Kazakhstan, Northern Kazakh-
stan, Southern Kazakhstan, and Western Kazakhstan. Head to these 
popular Kazakhstan points of interest and experience Central Asia 
like never before!

Astana – The changing face of Central Asia
The wonderful capital city of Kazakhstan stands as the living example 
of the modernized nation and presents popular Kazakhstan tourist 
attractions. With plenty of corporate business centers and multi-
storey buildings around, the architecture of this city will mesmerize 
you for sure. Catch the magnificent panoramic view of the Astana city 
from the top of the 105-meter tall Bayterek Tower or visit Duman 
Recreational Complex which is the ultimate pit-stop for all the art 
lovers, there’s a lot to do in Astana.

Museum of Miniatures and Seaquarium is the ideal place of at-
traction for all nature enthusiasts where over 2000 species of sea 
animals from different parts of the world can be spotted. Don’t forget 
to cover Ak Orda Presidential Palace and Astana-Arena Stadium on 
your day trip.

Popular tourist attractions in Astana: Bayterek Tower, Khan Shatyr, 
Palace of Peace and Reconciliation, National Museum of Kazakhstan, 

Kazakhstan
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Nur-Astana Mosque, City Park, Independence Square and Kazak 
Eli Monument, Assumption Russian Orthodox Cathedral, Hazrat 
Sultan Mosque

Almaty – Kazakhstan’s biggest cultural hub
Set in the foothills of Trans-Ili Alatau mountains, Almaty is known 
for its gorgeous setting and picture-postcard outdoor. Snow-capped 
mountains guard the city and make for the best backdrop ever! 
Moving on to the city attractions, the Central State Museum here 
holds special importance because of the rich cultural heritage it 
houses. Until 1997, the city was capital of Kazakhstan but still re-
mains a hot favorite with top Kazakhstan tourist places.

You can spend a day sipping on nature’s grandeur or go around 
shopping at Zelyony Bazaar or Dostyk Plaza if at all you are keen on 
exploring the local specialties of Almaty. The Green Market is the 
popular place to procure fresh fruit, meats, clothing, and household 
goods. Moving on, there is a lot of art galleries around for those who 
are really into history and art.

Popular tourist attractions in Almaty: Beatles Statue of Almaty, 
Charyn Canyon, The Last Wild Apple Forests, Big Almaty Lake, 
Kok-Tobe Hill, Kolsai Lakes, Almaty Central Park, Lake Issyk, Central 
State Museum of Kazakhstan, Panfilov Park, and The Arasan Baths

Aktau – Pretty town by the Caspian
The almost 40-year-old city overlooking the great Caspian Sea is a 
fascinating beauty. It is here in Aktau that one can spot some of the 
rare Kazakhstan tourist attractions and more of ancient architectural 
ensembles. Cultural centers, concert hall, cinemas, and libraries from 
ancient times are spread all over the city and must be explored for 
a local feel of the place. You can also stroll Aktau city streets for 
hours admiring the architectural ensembles, green alleys lined with 
poplars and acacias, emerald-green lawns, and parks. Got more time 
to spare? Fill it with some fun-filled moments at the Skating Rink 
and Puppet Theatre.

Popular tourist attractions in Aktau: World War II Memorial, 
Botanical Garden, Regional Museum, Costa Cafe, seafront, Taras 
Shevchenko Statue, multi-colored mountains in Altyn-Emel National 
Park.

Taraz – Welcome to the ancient city in South Kazakhstan
If you are into ancient sites, mysterious places, and admire ruins, 
head to Taraz. The place holds plenty of secrets from the past century 
and is indeed one of the popular Kazakhstan tourist attractions 
worth your time.  Visit Babaji-Khatun Mausoleum for its distinct 
sixteen-ribbed conical dome or plan an excursion to Talas River in 
the south near the border with Kyrgyzstan. Taraz is a historical city 
and one of the popular places to visit in Kazakhstan for every tourist.

Popular tourist attractions in Taraz: Akyrtas, Stonehenge, Mauso-
leum is Sha-Mansur, Aisha Bibi Mausoleum, Aisha Bibi village, Taraz 
Regional Museum, Shakhristan Market.

Lake Balkhash – The 15th largest in the world
Located 600 miles to the east of Aral Sea, the lake is a major source of 
hydroelectric projects in the country and a notable Kazakhstan places 
to visit. The lake is high and rocky towards the northern banks and 
one can spot plenty of ancient rock-cut traces there. Lake Balkhash 
once was a prominent place of breeding for marine life that included 
as many as 20 species of fish.

Over the period, some of the species died owing to the depreciating 
quality of lake water over the period. Sazan, sturgeon, eastern bream, 
pike, and Aral barbel are of the fish species reintroduced into the lake.

Qaratal, Aqs, Ayagoz, and Lepsi rivers feed the eastern part of the 
lake. The water of the western part of the lake has been comparatively 
better than that of the eastern part which is salty. Visit this place to 
find the ancient rock miniatures in the low lying areas.

Popular things to do near Lake Balkhash: Camping and winter 
fishing.

Baikonur – City of spaceport, rockets, and spaceships
Administered by Russian Federation, Baikonur is the world’s oldest 
and largest space launch facility. Baikonur Cosmodrome was one a 
secret missile testing site that happened to be a strategically impor-
tant place for Russians. The desolate desert steppe of Kazakhstan was 
once the launchpad for Vostok 1 spacecraft in which Yuri Gagarin first 
set for the moon. If you a history and space technology buff this place 
has plenty of attractions that would excite you.

Popular tourist attractions in Baikonur: Cosmonaut Grove, Bai-
konur Cosmodrome, Yuri Gagarin statue, Tribute to Yangel, and 
Nedelin catastrophe.

Semey – An ancient & historical city

Semipalatinsk, now known as Semey, is another renowned city in the 
eastern region that presents popular Kazakhstan tourist attractions. 
The city is also epitomized by the fascinating architecture and the 
monuments that it has preserved from ages ago. In fact, there’s a lot 
of places with architectural and historical monuments around and 
must be visited during a trip to Semey.

The best of Russian art can be seen at the Museum of History and 
Local Studyand Nevzorov’s Art Museum. Places like these make for 
popular Kazakhstan point of interest for history enthusiasts.

Popular tourist attractions in Semipalatinsk: Dostoevsky Museum, 
Nevzorov’s Art Museum, Tarnybai Kaukenov mosque, Orthodox 
Resurrection church, and ‘Stronger than Death Monument’ – in 
memory of victims of Semipalatinsk nuclear testing ground.

From the angling and crisscrossing skyscrapers to age-old monu-
ments, and from gothic buildings exuding colors to the dreamy 
setting of town by the Caspian, every popular tourist attraction in 
Kazakhstan is so photogenic. Don’t miss to treasure this beauty 
nestled in the heart of Asia!
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Kyrgyez Cusine
As you look at the mountain pastures in 
Kyrgyzstan, you’ll notice lots of sheep, goats, 
cows, horses, and even some yaks.  Since 
much of the country is engaged in breeding 
livestock, meat is a substantive part of tradi-
tional and modern Kyrgyz cuisine.  Mutton, 
horse meat, and beef are the meats you’ll see 
most often in Kyrgyz dishes today. It’s served 
in dumplings, on top of noodles or rice, or 
alongside potatoes.  And of course it wouldn’t 
be Kyrgyzstan without a nice steaming pot 
of fresh black tea to go with your meal. Here 
are some traditional Kyrgyz dishes that have 
been polished and perfected over the years.

Oromo is my all-time favourite dish.  Once 
finished, it comes out as layers of dough that 
have been filled with finely cut chunks of 
meat, fat, and whatever else the cook feels 
like adding carrots, onion, potato, or pump-
kin.  It’s steamed in a special multi-layered 
pot and is excellent when eaten with a side 

of ketchup.  Although I’ve seen this in a few 
restaurants around Kyrgyzstan, it’s not the 
most common restaurant dish.  You’re more 
likely to see it served in Kyrgyz homes.\

Besh Barmak is the most traditional Kyrgyz 
dish eaten by nomads.  You take shaved 
lamb and dump it on top of a pile of steam-
ing noodles and onions served with a 
broth/sauce. Borsok is dough that 
is cut into little squares and 
then fried so that they’re 
airy inside.  Borsok is 
a staple food served 
during holidays.  
Try them dipped 
in some fresh 
cream – they’re 
delicious!   

Gulchitai 
a n d  K a z y 
Karta are 
both horse 
meat 
dishes.  In 
Gulchitai, 
the meat 
is shaved 

(like in besh barmak) and in Kazy Karta, 
you’ll see it in medallions.

Monty is meat, onion, and fat filled dump-
lings that are usually steamed, but you can 
also get them fried.  They’re usually served 
in clusters of 5 and you should be able to get 
them at almost any restaurant- unless they’ve 
sold out!

Lagman is meat, vegetables and noodles 
served in a broth.  It’s a little messy to eat as 
thenoodles are long and tend to fling broth 
if you’re not careful, but tasty. Boso Lagman 
is the same ingredients fried, but without the 
broth.  Boso 

lagman is my go-to wintertime meal because 
it’s really filling and satisfying when it’s cold 
outside.

Plov is originally Uzbek and can be served 
in different variations in Kyrgyzstan.  Basi-
cally, it’s fried onions and carrots mixed into 
spiced rice served with chunks of tender, 
boiled meat on top.

Samsy is what I consider Kyrgyz fast food.  
I’m not talking McDonald’s fast food; they’re 
literally just quick and easy little pockets of 
meat, onions, and fat you can pick up on the 
side of the road.  They’re cooked in a tandoor 
and make a filling snack or meal depending 
on how many you get.

Ashlyam Fu is a cold, spicy soup made up 
of meat, vegetables (some of which I don’t 

even know what they are), and noodles.  
From my experience, you either love it 

or you hate it. For the best ashlyam 
fu, stop in Karakol.

You’ll see other dishes listed 
on Kyrgyz menus, but these 

are some of the staples.  If 
you want to learn how to 
make Kyrgyz food, there 
are also classes available 
in Bishkek so you can 
make them at home.  
W h a t e v e r  y o u  d o 
though, treat yourself 
to as many as you can 
so you can taste the 
full range of Kyrgyz 
cuisine!
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The Lord of the Rings is the paragon of fantasy 
literature. Written in 1937 by professor of lin-
guistics J.R.R. Tolkien, it is a high-fantasy epic 
that is one of the most recognizable works of 
fantasy in the world–something that the recent 

Academy Award-winning film series did much to cement in 
popular culture.

The Lord of the Rings is a singular book. It stands alone 
among 20th century fiction as the single greatest story 
produced in the English language. The magnum opus of 
its author, J.R.R. Tolkien, it has been widely panned or 
ignored by critics, but amongst those who have read it and 
enjoyed it, it is often considered their favorite book. I count 
myself in that number. And yet, it is a polarizing book which 
remains opaque and inaccessible to many. With its assort-
ment of elves, hobbits, goblins, wizards, and ringwraiths, it 
is considered simply too odd or bizarre for many readers to 
even consider.

Tolkien realized this himself and composed this short verse 
to describe the way readers approach his work:

The Lord of the Rings
is one of those things:
if you like it you do:
if you don’t, then you boo!
So, for those who already enjoy this book, this review will 

potentially be superfluous and to those who are put off by 
fantasy in general, perhaps unconvincing. And yet, it is, after 
all, my favorite book, and really, after having recently re-read it, it is 
high time, I think, to put my thoughts down about what makes it a 
book of such special magnificence.

The Lord of the Rings is a universal and all-embracing tale, a justly 
celebrated classic. Sauron, the Dark Lord, has gathered to him all the 
Rings of Power, the means by which he intends to rule Middle-earth. 
All he lacks in his plans for dominion is the One Ring, the ring that 
rules them all, which has fallen into the hands of the hobbit, Bilbo 
Baggins. In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins finds 
himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo 
entrusts the Ring to his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a 
perilous journey across Middle-earth to the Cracks of Doom, there to 
destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose.

Since it was first published in 1954, The Lord of the Rings has 
been a book people have treasured. Steeped in unrivalled magic 
and otherworldliness, its sweeping fantasy has touched the hearts 
of young and old alike. Written by Professor J.R.R. Tolkien and 

consisting of three separate books (The Fellowship of the Ring, The 
Two Towers and The Return of the King) The Lord of the Rings was 
first published by George, Allen and Unwin between 1954 and 1955.

And a magnificent achievement it is; an epic tale of friendship, love 
and heroism, a book that set the benchmark for all fantasy novels 
to come. Tolkien’s descriptive narrative beautifully depicts Middle-
earth and the journey that the Fellowship undertakes will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives. It is hard to put into words the 
happiness that can be felt when reading a fantasy book as good as 
this and anybody who has never read it should set aside some time 
to do so. Is it the best fantasy book of all time? In my opinion, yes.

There’s no salvation for a fantasy fan who hasn’t read the gospel 
of the genre. The influence of The Lord of the Rings is so universal 
that everybody from George Lucas to Led Zeppelin has appropriated 
it for one purpose or another. Not just revolutionary because it was 
groundbreaking, The Lord of the Rings is timeless because it’s the 
product of a truly top-shelf mind.

Tolkien was a distinguished linguist and Oxford scholar of dead 
languages with strong ideas about the importance of myth and story 
and a deep appreciation of nature. His epic, 10 years in the making, 
recounts the Great War of the Ring and the closing of Middle-Earth’s 
Third Age, a time when magic begins to fade from the world and 
men rise to dominance. Tolkien carefully details this transition with 

tremendous skill and 
love, creating in The 
Lord of  the Rings 
a universal and all-
embracing tale, a justly 
celebrated classic.

The book is overly 
long. This edition in-
cludes all three “Lord 
of the Rings” books, 
and its size indicates 
what a massive task 
was undertaken by 
Tolkien when he sat 
down to fulfill “the 
desires of a tale-teller 
to try his hand at a 
really long story... (as 
he says in a foreword 
to the second edition, 
reprinted in this book). 
It is a massive under-
taking not just for 
the writer but for the 
reader as well. Despite 
Tolkien’s remark (in 
the same foreword) 
that the book is too 

short, one is left with just the opposite impression.
When Tolkien said the book is too short, it is easy to assume he was 

speaking with tongue in cheek; easy, that is, until one reaches the 
end of the book and sees the various Appendixes. There is enough 
additional information here about hobbits and the Second and Third 
Ages to make it clear that the author might easily have added another 
thousand pages to the tale. Perhaps, given Tolkien’s prodigious im-
agination, he truly did feel the book to be too short.

The story could have been pared down in places without really 
losing much. Sometimes it seems to take forever for Frodo (the 
primary character or hobbit in the tale) to simply walk over a hill or 
go to sleep. That complaint aside, it must be hastily added that this is 
a truly wonderful sword-and-sorcery tale, otherwise beautifully told. 
A wonderful book for lovers of fantasy fiction.

That’s book because The Lord of the Rings is not three books, 
as many assume, but one book in three parts (each part originally 
published separately). It is in fact the sequel to The Hobbit.

by JRR Tolkien






